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ADVERTISEMENT

=) $Coe

Early in the last winter, by request, the author exam-

¢ned in a discourse some Socinian errors. A number of

those who heard st, expressed a wish to see it wn ;Jrin’t.

\  That wisk, in connexion with other cccurrences, induced
kim to give the discussion a greater expansion, and, ac-
cordingly, he cast it into the form of an Essay. |

~ The publication, by unforeseen events, has been delayed * |

~ beyond the expected time. [f, however, it would have
been mﬂl two months ago, st will not be less so at pyesent.

The subjects discussed are smportant. T he design of the
Author has been to aid the plain inquirer, ¢n his search

i

after truth ; and to guard the more uninstructed against
Sfundamental errors. How Jar his essay is calculated to |
 accomplish those ends, s notf(fr him to judge. He com-
mats it and the reader to the blessing of Him, who s the
way, and the truth, and the life.

Galway, dpril 10, 1815.
.
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AN ESSAY, &

INTRODUCTION.

y/ Fany man preach any other gospel unto you, than that
ye have recesved, let him be accursed. This sentence is
calculated to arouse the attention of man, to the impor-
tance of evangelical truth. In that man, whose paltry
pride forbids him to submit his faith to the authoritative
testimony of God, and whose spirit cannot bow to travel,
even to heaven, in the vulgar road, this apostolic denun-
ciation awakens sentiments, very far from accordant with
that system, through which it pleases God to maintain
an intercourse with man. ¢‘The christian character is
simply a conformity to the whole religion of Christ.—
But this implies a cordial admission of that whole reli-
ligion.” DBut alas! too many are found, assuming the
general character of advocates of the christian scheme,
who have no cordial friendship for its distinguishing ar-
ticles. These, in general, lay claim to an enlarged
charity, and superior liberality of mind. Opposed in
heart to the essential doctrines of the gospel, and yet
charmed with the grandeur of some of its general prin-
ciples, while too decent to mingle in the motley throng
of unprincipled infidels, they grasp the name of chris-
tian, and to maintain, with some degree of consistency,
their claim to it, profusely deal out to more correct be-
lievers, the epithets of bigot, and lliberal. That they
may be permitted, without rebuke, to unchristianize
christianity, and unfeelingly to stigmatize its genuine
friends, they invoke the patronage of universal charity,
and plead with fervor for liberality of mind. 'These af-
fect the appellation of ¢ philosophical believers.” This
charity for which they contend, is the same benevolent
affection for error and its advocates, as for truth and its
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tiiends ; and their liberality, 1s a spirit of indifferece to-
wards right and wrong. How different is modern, pop-
ular charity, from that recommended to notice by apos-
tolic authority! Charity rejoiceth not un intquity, but re-
goiceth in the iruth. 'The enquiry would not be unprofit-
able, that would conduct us to correct views of liberality.
It is certainly something very remote from a spirit of
neutrality, in an important cause. It is a virtue, and,
therefore, cannot partake of the nature of a degrading
vice.

The liberal man is capable of taking an extensive
view of the relations and importance of things, and is
disposed to corifer no greater consequence upon the in-
dividual objccts presented to his view, than what prop-
erly belongs to each ; heis at the same time inclined to
appropriate to eachits relative worth, and, in respect of 1t,
conduct him:clf accordingly. In such an one, we trace
the opera:ions of true liberality. It dignifies the charac-
ter to wh'_h it belongs, while that spurious state of
mind, the offspring of ignorance and vice, which has
usurped, in cases not a tew, the appeliation of liberal,
narrows the heart, leads to false views of moral obliga-
tion, and so far as its influence extends, demoralizes
society.

What then? Sh. . men, in things of religion, be in a
state of perpetual hostility? Shall the empire of the
Prince of Peace never be united? Must each contend
for his dogma? The Church of God is indeed lamenta-
bly distracted, and in that distraction all parties have
a guilty hand. But can the malady be cured by an
unprincipled abandonment of fundamental doctrines,
merely to obtain a mowmentary repose, from the pains of
contest! Such repose would be that of death, to the
interests of vital godliness. Never let the christian for-
get the importance of religious truths; but let him weigh
every one in the balance of the sanctuary, and accord-
wg to its value, let his estimation of it be. Let him be-
ware of associating truth in any combination foreign to
its nature ; and, for this connexion, expending that zeal
which is due to truth aloue.

. Among the friends of evangelical truth and order
more ougnt to be dore, in removing obstacles out of the
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wa? of a return to unity in the faith and profession of the

gu“fépe], than has been effected. For this purpose every

‘niere party consideration, and every form, not stamped

with the sexi of divine anthority, should be sacrificed on
the altar of concord. We must, however, take care to
immolate no principle of truth, to sacrifice no moral ob-
g .
ha'fgtl)oi‘;void these evils, the constitution of the cburch
ought constantly to be kept in view, and the d(?mgn of
the erection of that society, must never be forgotten.
The great end proposed to be accomplished by tne ec-
clesiastic communion of saints, is the glory of the Divinity,
as displayed in preparing them for, and introducing them
itffo the heavenfy rest. 'The production and prom?hl(])p
of holiness, are indispensible to the attamment of t’l;
end ; for without holiness no man shall see the Lord.
This holiness consists 1 a moral cor}'esponde_nce be-
tween man’s dispositions, and those beings to whom he
is related ; and between his condugt, and the obhgatl?l?.s
resulting from the relations in which he stands. 'This
adaptation of human dispositions and conduct, to our re-
lations and obligations, implies an adequate acquaint-
ance with the c%aract.er of those to whom we are so re-
lated. The connexion between us and our Creator, 1s
the most intimate, and important of any other ; it 15 the
foundation of all others. The most important species of
knowledge is that which relates to God and man ; an.
the errors entertained respecting them, are the mostkd;n-
gerous. My people are destroyed for lack of knowle g‘l)l
He who mistakes his own and his Maker’s character, v&fll
carry that mistake into the whole of his 1ntercourse Wltl.
God, His religious services will receive their cha?actex
from the opinions he embraces respecting God; 1'espect-
ine man ; and the way of access to the divine presence
with acceptance. If the principles upon these sub"]ects,
to which we give entertainment, be corrcct, qth oul cofp-
duct in unicon with them, we may reasonably hope for
that divin satisfaction to the hearE, which ilows dﬁ?m
evangelical communion with our Qod. ]_Sut tl:]o in u ge
the hope, that the spirit of God will sanctify the visions
of our swn minds, and the devices of our own hearts, '&?
as to make them an cffectual mean of our salvation, 1s a




- presumption too bold for sober reason. Upon the foot-

tention of such as
that it is u matter of no moment what we belicve, if our

.confessed an
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w2 of falsehood instead of truth ; of superstition instead
of the institutions of heaven, God wil)l not hold a gra-
cious communion with man, In vain do they worship
me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men,
The sum of the matter is this, the church of God is
erected to preps - men for glory; this preparation is ef-
fected by the promotion of holiness ; holiness is promot-
ed by a blessed intercourse between God and the soul ;
the principles upon which this intercourse roceeds, are
those unfolded m the gospel revelation : 71

have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may
fe.ame.ﬁrllowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with

. the Futher, and with his Son Jesus Christ.* The impor-
tance of religious truth is much greater than numbers

have been disposed to acknowledge. False principles
must give mistaken views of God, These remarks are
made with the design of calling to this subject, the at-

have been in the habit of thinking,

hearts be sincere ; if the heart pe right, it matters not for
the head. Yet we are assured that, if the head be sick,

the heart will be faint. 'The sentiment is usually exhib.

ited to mask designs against the ‘truth, It originates
with an enemy, and can only be embraced by such, or

by the very unwary.

The gracious expectant of future hliss, in whose heart
concordantly reign, zeal for the glory of God, and the
pures} benevolence to man, is pained at the progress of
error in principle, and weeps over the widely spread dea
solations of the house of God. Her strongest walls have
heen those partitions which separate her children from
one another. In man’s imperfect state, it would indeed

- be a miracle, had he not gone to extremes, while with

the best intentions he, on the one hand, advocated the
importance of truth and order, or on the other contended
for unity, peace and forbearance, Inpublic sentiment, for
~ome years past, aremarkable revolution has taken place.
The evils of ‘erty spirit have been very generally seen,

lamented. In this revelution, it would be
too much to suppose, that the happy medium has been

“1. John, i, 3,

hat which we

il

O

| fou‘r;d between the cause of the little factionist, whr finds

his petty fame, or paltry interest mvolved in heading or

® supporting a mere party; and of his, whose glory,
!I’)?a[.)??oned %y the plaudits of  thoughtless crowd, is pro-
§ cured by the hire of Zion’s sacre& aisles and altars to

the unholy, who, for a time, may find it convenient to
occupy them. |
Making due allowance, however, fqr extremes to
which men may %o, in the ardent pursuit of an impor-
tant object, it will probably be admitted, that there is a

J visible approximation, upon the whole, to a more desira-

ble state of things; amongst some, & more reasonable

| estimation of those things, which really rise no higher

than circumstantials, while the attention and zeal of
others are awakened, to the importance of the great

I principles of religion and of morals. Much, however,

remains to be done; the man of liberal mind, while

] viewing the divisions of the church, will find an abun-

dance to censure; but, indiscriminately, he wili not re-

{ fer the whole mass, of the causes of those divisions, to
{ bigotry and superstition. From the labours of the refor-
I mer, who would do so, we must expect but little aid.

He proceeds in the dark. The enlightened friend of

d Zion will, with fir aness, inquire into the remote and

proximate causes of existing evils, and, carrying in his

| hand, the torch of divine revelation, will inqure how
l those evils may be remedied, without running into oth-

| ers, no less pernicious,

That system which would lay aside all creeds, and

 subordinate standards in the church of God, in the pres-
| ent state of religious opinion, can by no means be con-

sidered in a favourable point of view. That they have
| been abused in many cases, is readily admitted, that

they ma et be abused is more .than probable; but will
laying them aside remedy existing evils? Were all the

1 confessions of faith in existence, with one consent, com-
b mitted to the flames, would the professors of religion he
f 1cally any more united, by such a measure, in the love of
§ the truth? Would not, in such an event, the church be
§ transformed into a Babel? A Babel too, where, to the
unintelligible jargon of confusion, wou]d'be. added a
} war more fierce than before, from the approximation to
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6

each other, of contending elements, How can two walk
together except they agree? Without an union, in the
great and obvious doctrines of christianity, there can be
no profitable communien ; and beyond such doctrines, in
fixing terms of communion in the church, none should go.
Lamentable &s cxisting divisions in Zion are, more de-
plorable would it be, should, as human nature now is, all
Earties, with their opinions, attempt to mingle in one
ody. The consequence would be a hitherto unexam-
pled religious contest, or an united burying of every dis-
tinguishing principle and institution of christiarity.
This would be a price too dear for such an union.

It will be much better for those, who justly claim to
be branches of the great community of the christian
church, to forget all mere party contests, to look back to
original principles, and to expunge, from their respective
-systems, the camberous rubbish of adventitious circum-
stances, which mar the beauty and simplicity of the
" church’s primitive constitution. Let her friends, in the
mean time, indulge in a liberal intercourse upon general
principles; thus, while they guard against the insidious
wiles of the encmies of the christian faith, they will be
preparing the way for the blessed enjoyments of that
day, when God shall give to the people a pure language,
and when they shall call upon him with one consent.

Among the indications of better days, to the church,

drawing near, is agrowing regard for the religious edu-
cation of youth. The assertion and application of the
great principles of ecclesiastical order, as it respects the
rising age, in the different churches called evangelical,
would produce a great revolution in favour of the best

interests of religious community.* Let man’s obliga-

tions to subserve, in every relation of life, the system of

grace be understood, as A)ara,mount to all others; in the
application of religious discipline, in public and in pri-
vate, let this be kept in view; and our families and con-
gregations will open ne door for innovation, by adven-
turers in religion.
the mind, ‘and the restraints thus imposed upon vicious

affections, will evince their salutary effects, through the

* # See note, No. I, af the end of the work.

The nurture thus communicated to

- port them by the testimony of scripture.
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blegsing. that God usually bestows upon such means, in
lives of piety and virtue.

T'hat there has, heretofore, been an alarming defect in
the system of religious education, appsars in the num-
bers that are ready to become the prey of the lowest or-
der of impostors, not from any uncommon share of viti-
osity of mind, but from defect of information.: Lauds-
ble exertions have been made to send the gospel to, and
to indoctrinate in its principles, the heathen, while at our
doors, and perhaps in our congregations, many have
been permitted to pass through the different stages of
lifte, between infancy and advanced years, as really un-
acquainted with the peculiar dociriges of the gospel, as
the untutored savage. | |

Characters of this description have too generally been
permitted, undisturbed, by the visit of the evangelical
missionary, according to any efficient plan, to pass along
unnoticed. They were also considered unworthy the
zcal of those, who, under the masked appellation of ra-
fional christians, were the pioneers of infidelity. These,
under the imposing show of superiority in literature, in
scientific attainments, and hberality of sentiment, ad-
dressed themselves to that class of society, who prided
themselves in the idea of possessing an order of intellect
superior to other men. The cottage of the uninstructed,
was thus equally free from the intrusion of rational
christianity, so called, and avowed infidelity, Paine was
among, if not the first, who carried to the dwellings of
the illiterate, the maddening cup, dewsm; but his
“ Age of Reason” was premature. *'The age of inqui-
ry” and similar publications of an Elias Smith, an illite-
rate but cunning missionary of Socinianism, should have
preceded the publication of the deistical works of
Thomas Paine, in order to give them their full effect.
The appearance of this man, and the industrious, yet in
some respects underhand, circulation of his books, gave
occasion to the publication of this essay. My object has
been to state the truths of the gospel, and plainly to sup-
Those who are
ucquainted with these doctrines, as stated by the Church-
es of the Reformation, and advocated by their most emi-
nent divines, will perceive that I tread, doctrinally, in
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their footsteps. I affect not to invent any thing that
has not, in some form, been exhibited before. It is suf-
ficient that we follow them, who through faith and pa-
tience inherit the promises.

I have not often directly noticed the confident asser- |

tions, in which this class of Socinians, headed by E.
Smith, abound ; and in which consists their greatest
strength ; nor do I know, that a minute attention to par-

ticular misrepresentations, would be of any utility to|
men of that description. It does not appear that they|

are inclined, very attentively, to examine evidence ; nor
is it difficult for them to believe, at least to ad-
vocate, incredible things, when suitable to their purpose.
It has been well said, ‘“that error is in its nature flippant

and compendious, it hops with airy and fastidious levity|

over proofs and arguments, and perches upon assertion,
which it calls conclusion.” Thisis true of Socinians gen-
erally, and more especially so of this modern class of
that description of people. - If the following pages shall
be a mean of confirming any of the humble followers of
the Lamb, in the faith of the gospel, or of preventing any
of the more uninstructed class of professors, from the in-
fluence of those heresies, destructive of the best intents
of man, the labor of the writer will not have been in
vain,

It is with reluctance that any notice has been taken,
personally, of Elias Smith.  Vanity appears to be a pre-
dominant feature of his character ;- a vain, if unprinci-
pled, man will be pleased in being noticed, whether in
the way of approbation or opposition ; such gratification
I wish not to be, in any degree, instrumental in bestow-
ing. There is also, a rude vulgarity in his manner, as a

writer, that forbids, a respectful attention. If therefore, |

less respecting him be found in Chap, v, than was ex-
pected, what is now stated will be my apology. It is al-

80 hoped, that such as are in full possession of the evi- |

dence of the truth which he opposes, wil! be in no dan-

ger of seduction by his wiles, and will have no disposi-

tion to remark, upon the rudeness of his manner. §
First and last, it was with some reluctance I noticed the §
subject, as advocated by this humble patron of heresy. |
Respect for truth, and regard for those who were likely §

-

trapped by his snares, though standing to me in
tnoo b&ﬁ:r re%gt.ion %;]h&n. that of fellow .mortals., gve}*e l’]cahee
considerations that ultimately prevailed, tollfn uceSh&‘si
to offer the following sheets to the public. f%}?‘y hall
think that my sentiments, towa ds the ern:ogscl) ;s,l nd
other Socinian sects, are not sufficiently in uhgen . Cal
only say in way of apology, that I consider t im(}ol(; ct-
1y hostile, to the essential glory of the grea _

Saviour.
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CHAPTER 1.

¥

ON THE TRINIFY>

" SECTION 1.

PROO¥S FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT,

In the great majority of the articles of human knowl-

edge, we rise no higher than to an acquaintance with

facts. Comparatively few of mankind think of inquir-

ing after the reason of those things with which they are
conversant. 'The few whe, professing not to be satisfied

with this vulgar cause, have devoted their attention to

demonstration, have made but slow progress, and indeed
are obliged in general o stop, just as they pass the
threshold. The few years granted to man on earth;
the multiplicity of actien, to which he is called, together
with the Limits set to his physical and intellectual pow-
ers, forbtd him to wait long to inquire into the nature
and reason of things. The experience of ages, the in-
stincts of nature, and the revelation of God, have fur-
nished him with facts, as materials, with which he is
chiefly to be employed in the multifarious scenes ef life.
The man who will credit nothing but what he can de-
monstrate, or do nothing but by rules, the prineiples of
which he perfectly understands, is an unfit member of
society, as at present constituted, and indeed will net
long be an inhabitant of our world.

The great things of religion are conveyed to us by tes-
timony, and are great objects of faith. The first prin-
ciple of all religion, that God is, is such. The consti-
tution of things announces to us the existence of a great

* In this Essay it is intended to state the truths of seripture, in opposition te
the following errors :

. That the doctrine of the Trinity is a fable:

- That Jesus Christ is no more thar a man.

. That the Holy Spirit is only an influence, or operatios
. That the soul is mortal.

. That Adam’s fall, original sin, the covewant of grace, the incarnation of
Ciirist, ave fables, ‘
6. That the death of Christ was not intended to reeoncile God to man—that

the atonement is for all men—that the guilt of sin was net imputed to Clirist—
that be suffered only as an example.

T, 'T'hat the wicked shall be annihilated.
$. That females have a right to be public teachers of religion, &a.
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creative and preserving canse. But whether this cause
be one, or moxe ; whether supremely good, or possessing
qualities of mingled character, good and bad, the voice
of nature does not so distinctly declare. That God is
one, and that he is unmixedly good, is much more 2
dictate of revelation than of nature. When declared
by competent evidence, reason indeed confesses it, anc}‘
sometimes, in her giddy moods, claims it as a truth o
her own discovery. - . o
But reason amidst her proudest claims, must, m si-
lence, yield an acknowledgement of the feebleness of
her powers, when it is queried; * Canst thou by search-
ing find out God?’ No, no. The measure of such
knowledge is ¢ higher than heaven and deeper thm; |
hell—it is longer than earth, and broader than the sea.
This fact should prepare man, humbly to embrace what-
ever revelation God may be pleased to give of himself.
And as all that relates to God is great, so whatever he
reveals is to us important. Since, then, no created mind
can pretend to grasp, in its narrow comprehension, all
the fulness of the eternal Godhead, why should we, n
the ravings of folly, pronounce any yaodes of the Divine
Subsistence, which God may be pleased to reveal, ab-
surd, merely because we are incapable of demonstrat-
ing how it can be? Rather let us with pious ponfesslolas
of humility, bow before the incomp}'ehensibxhty' of God,
acknowledging that we are as nothing before him.
These remarks apply to the doctrine of the
TRINITY. . |
This doctrine has ever been received in the church of
God, and by her sons most distinguished for piety, sci-

ence and native talent, decmed fundamental to the

whole edifice of grace. W hat though the term be not
literally found in 513 sacred page? Is this really the rea-
son why it is rejected? We know the anti-trimitarian
does not so conscientiously revere the phraseology of the
sacred page, as to experience any squeamishness upon
this head. We find the doctrine of the unity of Deily
in a plurality of persons, as a greal stream flowing
through the whole extent of revelation, from which pro-
ceeds every cheering rivulet of truth, that has any re-
ference to the religious state of man. Let usnow at-
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tend to the instruction communicated upon this mysteri-
ous subject, so far as to have a speeimen of the am-
ple evidence of the truth. I shall select the following
inspired witnesses: |
Ieloses furnishes the following proofs; Upon opening
the book of Genesis, i. 1. 2, we are Lnet with a decla-
ration of a plurality of agents. Glod cpeated the heavens
and the earth—The sperit of Glod, mgved upon the face
of the deep. 'This is that same spirit who garnished fie
heavens, who breathed into man’s nogtrils the breath of
life, and made him a living soul. :
But Gen. i. 26. furnishes more explicit testimony of
this trath. Man, the most importafit part, the lower
creation, was to be formed. The digplay of the Divine
character in his constitution is such, fthat it is represent-
ed as the effect of counsels; Let us make man. With
whom could God consult? Who could be a fellow work-
er with the great 1 am, in making man after th~ Divine
image? Let us make man in our tmage. Man was
made in the image of God. While all admit the unity
of Deity, the obvious import of the holy langua(%
recited, conducts the candid inquirer to cons

sider the
GODHEAD in some sense more than one. The idea of plu-
rality by the terms us and our, is at onee conveyed to
the wind. In what respect plurality may be affirmed of
God is not now the inquiry. -

As we proceed we find the evidence accumulate, Gen.
1ii. 5. Ye shall be as Gods, was the seductive language
employed in the temptation of the old serpent. Gods
is the same word before rendered God ; but compare this
with ver, 22, And Jehovah God, literally Jenovan
the Gobs said, Bekold the man s become as ok of vs. Is
it possible for a plain, and upright believer in the truib of
the inspired word of God, to read this declaration and
not perceive the great article of the christian faith,
taught in it? ONE of us, where, in every respect, there
s but one, is not intelligible language.

Gen, xi. 6. 8. presents a proof of similar character.
JEUOVAH said—let us go down,and there confound thedr
language. Jehovah is the speaker, and he ‘it was that
scatfered them abroad, upon the face of all the earth;
yet this Jenovan says, let us go down. To him who

O e iR
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wishes to believe God rather than the sophistical quib-

bles of men, the import of thesc testimonies will be ob-

vious.* S RN

That Moses should employ such phraseology. tésa peo-
ple, prone to idolatry, is remarkable, and that'st:the
same time, when he was enforcing upon them the doc-
trine of the unity of God, in opposition to the mujtipli-
cities of heathen deities. 'The employment of these plu-

ralities, under such circumstances, was not without ne-

G 58
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cessity, and loudly proclaims to us, that they who, in the

unity of the Divine Essence, recognise only one manner

of subsisience, know not the trne God, whom to know
is everlasting life. o
In Genesis xix. 24. the truth under consideration, 1s
stil] farther evident. 'There we read, JEHOVAH rained
upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah, brimstone and fire
rom JEnovan out of heaven. Here is JEnovas in one
character, raining fire from JEHovau in another charac-
ter.
There we learn that these visitants, in the form of men,
appeared to the Father of the faithful ; one of these is
repeatedly declared to be JEHOV AR, see verse 13, 17, 20,
26. Yet he appeared in the fashion of a man. Was
not this the personal wisdom of God, whose delights were
with the sons of man, and who, with joy, anticipated the
day, when, in human flesh, he should actually tabernacle
in the habitable parts of the earth? This was the angel
JEHOVAH, the angel whom Jacob recognised as the God
of Abraham, and Isaac, the angel that redeemed him
from all evil, and whose blessing, as the highest portion
he could leave them, he implored with his dying breath,
upon the sons of Joseph his favorite child.*  When we
read that the Father judgeth no man, but hath commit-
ted all judgment to the Son ; and when we learn Yhat it
is the part of the Son, though existing in the form of God,
to appear in fashior s a man, when we learn thgt the
mysterious wheels ot providence, as represented in the
prophecy of Ezckiel,], are directed by one, whose ap-
pearance was that of a man, we can be at no loss to
perceive who the Jehovah is, that rained firc from Jeho-

* Spe nole, No. JT, at the end of the work.
s (zenesis, xIviii. 17, 16,
1 Ezekiel, i, 26.

e R S T e

To understand this, we must review-Chap. xwiii.

|
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vah. And whether, a8 some suppose, this Jehovah actue

ally appeared 8t Sodom, in human form, as he did the
day before to Abraham, directing the fiery tempest, or
not, we see Him to whom all judgment is committed,
executing upon this place the wrath of God:
~ Another item from Moses shali close his testimony.
You will find it in Numbers, vi. 24, 25, 26. While the
well instructed saint reads this benediction—Jehovah
bless thee—Jehovah make his face shine pon thee—Jeho-
wath give thee peace—his mind is led at once to the Apos-
tolic blessing, 2 Cor. xiii. 14. The grace of our Lord
Jesus Chrast, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Ghost be with you all. Here is a triformed bless-
ing, in sentiment corresponding to that, with which
Aaron and bis sens were commanded to bless the child-
ren of Jacob. The blessings of Zion, under the gospel
seomotuy are certainly not inferior to these proncunced at
the foot of Horeb ; nor can we suppose the object of A-
- postolical worship, inferior to that of the Aaronical. The
atter was Jehovah, addressed under three forms; the
formier is the Father, Son, and Holy Spirst. 1f, however,
the Sen and Spirit be not Jehovah, then the christian
object of prayer is inferior to that of the israelitish, and
_ tho blessings supplicated for the children of the gospel
Zion, will correspondently sink before those intreated
for, and bestowed upon the wandering pilgrims of Ara-
bia’s desert! This, the believer in the truth of ancient
prophecy, or of the gospel of Christ, will not be willing
to confess. While then in Num. vi. 24, 26, we see a
plurality in Jehovah declared, and that plurality more
than intimated to be Three ; we also recognise in 4 Cor.
xiii. 14, the equality of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
That the above repetition of the name Jehovah, inti-
mated something mysterious, the Jews have never been
uawilling to confess. 'That he stood in distinct charac-
ters was evidently the opinion cf the Masorites.*

This testimoey of Moses, furaisnes something more
than presumptive evidence of the great truth which we
advocate. 'We now pass on to consider the testimony of

AUGUR. |

This is found Prov. xxx. 4. What 18 kis nue and his

| # See Nate, No. IT1, ot the end of the work:.

o A ma s s et .

, 15

Sow's noasis, %‘ thou canst tell? That the true Ged is
spoken’of in Yhis place, will scarcely be doubted, when
the works eacribed to hiin are considered—He gathereth
the winds, hindeth up tho waters as in a garment, and
establisheth the ends of the earth., He also possesseth
a perfect acqnaintapee: with heaven above, and with the
earth below, which is intimatsd by hie ascending into
heaven and descending, thet is, he is every where pre-

sent. These things ave denied to the Sons of men ; bu

ascribed to one whose name rione can tell. By his name
we are to understand himself, that is, the divine nature,
as in Psalms, xxix.-2. and other places, and by telling
his name is poiuted out, a perfect comprehension of his
perfections, and ability to explain them. Such acquain.
tance with the divine character, belcags to God aloge ;
therefore, the query implies a strong negation. None
can tell his name, that is, none ecan comprehend so as

fully to explain the glories of his nature, wko hath .gath+
~ ered the winds in Ass fists, who hath bound the waters 1u.9
garment, and who hath established all the ends of -the

earth. But he is declured to have a 8an, whose pameo

18 equally incomprehensible ; What 1s his San’s name, zf

thow caust tell? In those carly ages, this Son was ace
knowledged as existing ; he was set up from everlasting,
and the obedience of the nations was due to him. Pasal.
i1, 10, 12. Ye kings—ye judges of the earth—~Fiss the Son,
lest he be angry and ye perish.  The application of this,
it the New Testament, to Jesus Christ, Jﬁav.es the seripe
ture believer at no loss, to ascertain who the persay is,
inte;:ded by his 8on, who established all the ends of the
earth. .
- Let us now attend to the testimony of the seraphic
, B ISAIAH. S
To establish a plurality of subsistencesinthe Godhesad,
Isaiah, vi. 8. is a striking proof : I keard the voice of Je-
hovah saying, whom slmg ;n‘ send, and who will go for us?
When in the luminous beams of New Testament. discov-
ery, we examine this scripture, we can, at once, trace
the great fundamental doetrine now under considera-
ton. Whom shall I send? Jesus the second in order
of the Eternal Thres is the head of all the ambassadors
of God. From him have they received their commission.




~ charch, Jesus Ctirist, and the us, to

w———wm-
Moses was a servant in the ancient church, but over it
Jesus as a Son had a claim of property, being the build-
er thereof. From Jesus, immediately, did the Aposties
receive their commission.© Was their commission con-
firmed by a signature inferior to that of Isaiah ? Certain-
ly not. - Then is Jesus, who commissioned them, not less

an God. It was Jehovah who sent Isaiah forth with
a message to Israel. But neither Isaiah, nor the evan-
yelical messengers, simply represented the Messiah :
they were through the modiater the messengers of. the
holy Trinity. éampare ‘together 1. Cor. i. 1—2, Cor,
i. 1. and Acts, xiii. 2, - Paul was an Apestle of Jesus
Christ by the will of God, and was ealled also by the Holy
- Ghost, to the work of the ‘ministry ; immediately, how-
ever, he received his commission from Jesus -Christ, to
be exercised in the name of the Father, Son and Hely
Ghoest. Compare this 'with the scripture from Isaiah,
which we are cunsidering ; to the candid mind, if com-
paring spiritual things with spiritual, scripture with

scripture, be a proper mean of ascertaining the mind of

the spirit, it will apy}ear obvious, that the Jknovan, who
says; whom shall I send? is the %re‘at head of the

plurality of persons in the Deity. R
. Another pait of Isaial’s testimony is worthy of our
attention, chap. Ixi. 1, 2. The spirit Lord -Jehovah s
upon me, because Jehovah hkath anointed me to preach
good tidings, &c. The Redeemer has applied this
scripture to himself, in his Mediaterial character, Luke
iv. 18. It i5 the same person who spedks, chap. xlviii.
16. The Lord God and his spirit hath sent me. It is
the Lord who speaks, he is sent by the Lord God and
his spirit. The spirit anoints him, and Jehovah sends
him, yet it is Jehovah who is sent. = To the person in the
least acquainted with the gospel of Christ, the point is
too plain to require farther illustration. Jehovah sends,
his spirit sends, Jehovalr is sent, How? He condescend-
ed to take our nature ; He took on him the seed of Abra-
kham. 'In our nature, and as our Mediator, he voluntari-
ly engaged to accomplish the will of Deity., In that as-
sumed character he was sent, and anointed by the spirit.
The spirit was not given by measure to him. Joh. iii. 34.
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be represented, is a
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Glod so loved the world that ke gewe his only begotten sos,
that whosoever believeth on kim might not perssh. 'This is

he who was-sent and anonted. . o

Let us farther hear the testimony of the prophet

| - DANIEL.

His evidence is contained in chap.ix. 17. O our God,
hear tie prayer of thy servant, and ks supplications, and
cause thy face to shine upon thy sanciuwary, that ¢s de-
solate, for the Lord's sake. 'The ;:eople of the Jews
had sinned; from the highest to the lowest rank among
them, all were guilty. - The sanctuary was desolate.
They needed present compassion, but'in their numbers
there was no name of worth, sufficient to insure a favor-
able reception to the prophet’s prayer. He presents to
him a name, however, for whose sake he was heard.
‘This was the Lord, Apona1, the same whom Jehovah
addresses in Ps. ¢cx. 1. The Lord said unto my Lord,
sit thou atmy right hand, &c. ‘Which the Redeemer of
men applies to himself, and which from the whole tenor
of scripture doctrine, it seems must be applied to him.
There never was a name given among men, whereby
salvation could be had, but that cf Jesus, who assures
us, that whatsoever is asked in his name shall be obtain-
ed. ' These declarations of the Lord of glory, and of
his disciples, furnish us with a key to unlock the shrines
of the prophets. The Lord was known to Daniel as
mediator, for whose sake God heard the prayers of his
servants, This Lord was in the fulness of time made
under the law, and appeared in the form of a servant;
thoagh he eternally existed in the form of God, so as to
think it no robbery to be equal with God. From the
Old Testament I only adduce a-iother proof. It is found

in the prophecy of |
¥ "p y HOSEA. | |

Consult chap. i. 7. There Jehovah says, I will have
mercy upon the house of Judah, and will save them by
Jehovah their God. 'To those who receive the testimo-
ny of God concerning his son; that there is not salvation
in any other ; that salvation is by Jesus Christ alone; -
and of Jesus Christ and his salvation, God hath spoken
by the mouth of all his holy prophets, since the world
began; the language of Hosca will not be dark. Jr-

\
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HovAH saves his people, by Jemovam, even by that
Highest Lord, Luke i. 76, before whose face the Baptist
went to prepare his way. The reader will remark, that
this scripturc establishes these two facts : First, that the
name JEHOVAH, & name never given to any mere crea-
ture, belongs to distinct persons; and secondly, that one
of these is the illustrious Saviour, of whom all the pro-
phets have given testimony. |
These testimonies from the Old Testament, past all
doubt, prove that in what the New Testament denomi-
nates, the Gopueap, and the Old Testament JEnovan,
there are more mades of subsistence than one. The
testimonies, thus adduced, are but a sample of the
abundance which those sacred pages afford. That the
most striking and pertinent, are selected, I shall not af-
firm; but shoald the attentive reader be affected by
them, as the writer is, no hesitation, upon his mind will
‘'remain, that in the unity of Deity there is a plurality of
persons, and that this plurality is THREE.

SECTION II.

PROOF FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT.

In the administration of Baptism, one of the most

solemn rites of our sacred worship, we find the authori- .

ty, and doctrine of Three recognised, as standing upon
an equality, as respects excellency and prerogative.

Go ye, said the Saviour, about to ascend in his hu-
manity, Go ye, and teach all nations, baptizing them, in
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Ghost. Whatever is implied in baptizing in the
name of the Father, that also is involved in baptizing in
the name of the Sou, and of the Holy Ghost. This
commission makes no distinction, nor is there any par-
allel instruction that would lead us to suppose a differ-
cace, in the honour ascribed to each. In the solemn
confession that is made, in the reception of this seal of
the righteousness of faith, and in the Divine annuncia-
tion of authority, it would be passing strange to suppose,
that there is no proper recognition of what peculiarly
belongs to God.  Aud if there is any such recognition,

it respects not one alone, but all the three. Nor, under
such circumstances, can we suppose, that he, who de-
clares to erring mortals, I am a jealous G'od, would per-
mit to be associated- with him any mere creature. M
glory I wiil not give to another, is u declaration whic
precludes all such association, and presents to us an evi-
dence which ought not slightly to be set aside, that the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, are one God.*
The beloved disciple, John xv. 26, adds farther to the
evidence of this truth. When the comforter ts come,
whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the

spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he

shall testify of me. So he S}Beaks, chap. xiv. 26. of the
‘““ Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send tn my name,
he shall teach you all things. These testimonies, taken
in their proper connexions, furnish a strong proof of the
Trinity m unity. The spirit 1s flromised to testify of
Christ, and to teach ail things. He is qualified for this ;
for he searcheth all things, even the deep things of God.
To this task none is adequate, but an infinite mind ;
since the spirit executes it, we are at no loss to draw the
proper inference. He is sent from the Father, in the
name of Christ, yes, he is sent by Christ himself. Je-
sus then is not inferior to him, and since we have seen
that the spirit, to whom Jesus is not inferior, cannot be
less than infinite, it obviously follows, that Deity proper-
ly belongs to them all.

I adduce another proof from 2 Cor. xiii, 14. The
grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and
the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all. Amen.
These blessings involve all the fulness of the gospel pro-
mise. Each of them implies nothing less than eternal
life, a gift which none inferior to God can give. As this
has been already considered,t I proceed.

To another explicit testimony, found, John v. 7.
There are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the
Word, and the Holy Ghost; and these three are ome.
The great subject of record is Messiah, as appearing to
effect our salvation from sin and wrath, which he does
by the blood of the everlasting covenant, and by the
sanctifying influence of grace. Of this we have indu-

* See Note, No. IV. at the end cf the work.~—t Vide page 1&.
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bitable evidence; the spirit has bornc ample testimony
toits truth.  The spirit, however, is not the only witness
in heaven : there are three celestial witnesses of this
subject. The Father is one, the Son himself, whose
name is the Word of God, Rev. xix. 13. is the sccond,
and the Holy Spirit is the third. Z2Aese Three are One.
Admit. this evidence to be given under the iofluence of
the inspiring spirit of truth, and it seems difficult to find
reason, even to quibble against the doctrine of the T'rin-
ity.* . Of this truth we shall have more ample evidence
in the following sections, and being willing to abide by
my resolution of brevity, as well as to relieve my rea-
der’s patience for a little, I close this section,

——mmlD 3. G ———e

CHAPTER 11

SECTION 1.

JESUS CHRIST 1S A DIVINE PERSON.

To the serious man, no subject can be of greater mo-
ment than that which relates to Jesus Christ. His safe-
ty, his duty, and dangers, are all connected with this ar~
ticle of christian faith: his safety depends upon what
his Saviour can do for him, his duty must be proportion-
ed to the excellency of his Redeemer, and his crime, in
refusing to him the glory due to his name, will be great,
in proportion to the glories of his character. It is, then,
a matter of importance for us to know, whether he be
merely man, or whether he be also God. Should it ul-
timately appear that he is Divine, and we, pertinacious-

ly or heedlessly, treated him as a mere man, who shall

intreat for the remission of our crime? The bold as-
sumptions of the Unitarian, when viewed in the light of
the beams of the Son of righteousness, to the convinced
sinner, and humble saint, must appear fraught with
mpiety.

The truth wpon this subject will appear, should we
examine the names by which the Saviour is made

* See Notes, Nos. V. and VI, at the end of the work.
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known. Names are employed to distinguish objects,
and wonderful indeed would it be, should the gr
Eternal have appropriated no name, by which he might
be known from every other object of thought. Such
appropriation is however made, and applied under such
circumstances, as preclude the possibility of mistaki
the object, to which these names belong. From those thus
applied, I shall only select that of Jenovan. My argu-
ment is this: if the scriptures exclusively approprate
the name JEnovas to the true God ; to whatever person
we find that name properly applied, that person we are
authorized to conclude is properly Divine.

In illustrating this argament, I shall show that the
name JeHovan, which imports, tndependent, self-exist-
ence, is exclusively appropriated to the true God. Psal.
Ixxxiii. 18. Thou whose name alone i8 JEBOVAR, art the
mosT HIGH over all the earth. He who is MosT HIGH
over all the earth, is past doubt the true God; his name
is, in this scripture, pronounced ic be JEHoVAH, to the
exclusion of all others from any title to it. If then, we
find this name applied to Jesus Christ, the argumeni
will be conclusive, that he is the true Ged.

"To establish this important point, let us turn to those
portions of sacred wnt, that confesscdly speak of the
Saviour of men, both n the Old and New Testaments.
Among others let us consult Mark, i. 2, 8. As st s wrst-
len n the hets, Behold, I send my messenger before
thy face, which shall prepare thy way before thee. The
voice of one crying in the wilderness, prepare ye the way
of the Lord. The voice of one crying in the wilderness,
is the Baptist, in the exercise of his ministry. He pre-
pares the way of the Lord. In order to this he goes be-
fore his face. Who is this Lord, whose way the Baptist
prepares ? who is the illustrious personage, before whose
face he goes? All confess this Lord, this personage to
be Jesus the Saviour. But who is Jesus? The prophet
answers this question ; for Mark and Isaiah speak of
the same person. Mark speaks of Jesus; Isaiah calls
him by the name Jenovan. Isa. xl. 3. Fi.pare ye the
way of Jenovan. Is farther evidence required? Turn
to Acts iv. 12. Nesther s there salvation in any other:
Sor there is none other name under heaven, gwen among



= S R N

men, whereby we must be saved. The writer of this pas-

sage is speaking of Jesus Christ. He exhibits him to us

as the only Saviour; Neither s there salvation in any
other. Corapare this with Isa. xliii. 1. 1, even I, am
JEHovAH, and beside me there vs no Saviour. That
spirit who dictated the prophet’s declaration, is the au-
thor of the evangelist’s testimony. ‘Salvation is the mat-
ter of Isaiah’s song, and the Saviour, JEnovas, is full in
his view. JEHoOvAH indeed speaks by him. The same
subjects occupied the A postle’s attention, when he utter-
ed the aeclaration under our view. Who can doubt that
Peter, full of the Holy Ghost, and Isaiah spake of the
same personage? This personage is Jesus, and to him
the name JEHOVAH is appropriated, a name never given
to any but God ; Jesus then is, to employ an apostolical
phrase, The true God.*

- We have evidence of this no less explicit, Rom. x. 13.
Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord, shall be
saved. Need I detain to show that the Lord spoken of,
is Jesus our Redeemer? Consult what goes before, and
what follows. He is presented as the object of faith,
exhibited in the preaching of the gospel, verse 11, 12, 14.
To be so exhibited is the prerogative of Christ— We
preach Christ, is the Apostolic testimony. The 18th
verse now under consideration, is quoted from Joel ii. 32.
Whosoever shall call on the name of Jenovau shall be
~delweyed.  Joel, under the direction of the inspiring
siqirit, speaks of the only Saviour, who was to appear in
Znon, to give deliverance to his people ; this was Jesus,
Paul quotes this prophetic declaration, and speaks of
JEHOVAH, who is the alone Saviour. Both speak of the
same person ; for we cannot suppose the Holy Ghost, in
employing precisely the same fanguage respecting the
same subject; to mean different works or different per-
sons to perform those works.

Another proof of this we have, Num. xxi. 5, 7. The
people spake against God—JIEHOVAH sent fiery serpents
among the people—the people said, We have sinned ; for
we have spoken against Jenovan.—Compare this with
1 Cor. x. 9. Neither let us tempt Christ, as some of them
also tempted, and were destroyed of serpents. Jenovan

| * 1 Jobn v, 20.

Lpeople, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God.

unished the Israelites because they spake against him ;
tit was Christ according to Paul whom t eg teropt-
ed, and for sinning against him they were punished
Without fear of contradiction, then, we assert, that in
the whole compass of the sacred volume, the name Je-
hovah is applied to no created persen, as his proper
name. We have, however, seen it by inspired writers,
applied to Jesus Christ. This argument, which of itself
seems conclusive, in proving the Deity of Christ, re-
ceives additional support from the appropriation of at-
tributes to him, which God can only claim. This, to
the enquirer after truth, opens a field of exteneive in-
struction. I purpose only to introduce him to the inves-
tigation to which it leads. Let us consider the attribute
of eternal duration as belonging to him.

SECTION II.

ETERNAL DURATION.

This attribute, in its proper acceptation, belongs to
none but God. At Beersheba, Abraham called upon
the name of Jehovah, the EverLasTING G'od.* He, who
is the refuge of his people, is the ETErNaL Gop.t And
by the Psalmist, probably Moses, he is celebrated as
everlasting ; From everlusting to everlastinf thou art
God.l 'This perfection of Deity, in its full extent, is
applied to Jesus Christ. He is described as the Ever-
LasTING Farngr.§ He, whois so called, is the Prince of
Peace ; he is none other than the *“ Son given.” This
name of Father, let it be remarked, is not applied to
him to denote his relation to the other persons of the
Godhead ; but as he is related to his people, he i3, and
each of the blessed THREE may be so denominated.
The point is farther illustrated by Mic. v. 2. and Mat.
ii. 6. compared. In the former place, the ruler of ls-
rael is spoken of, Whose goings forth have been from of
old, from EVERLASTING; In the latter portion, we find
the prediction directly applied to Jesus. In our nature
he appeared at Bethiehem, and as our Mediator fed his

’ Gen. XXio %n""""""‘ Deut xxliii. Q‘Tuwi Pﬁﬂl« Pl g.mg IM- ixv Ss
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Let it not pass unnoticed, that while, as man, he ap-
pears in the fulness of time, his goings forth have been
from everlasting. Liternal actings are here ascribed to
our Redeemer, he must then have had an eternal exist-
ence ; this in our nature he had not, we must conse-
quently refer those actings to a nature of which they are
predicable. This conducts us to Deity, subsisting in the
mode of the seconp of the eternal Turer. Thus we
s:e ;:zheh-great mystery of godliness, G'od mantfested in
the Jlesh. |

"T'o these testimonies of the eternity of Jesus, we may
add that in Joh. viii, 58. Before Abraham was, 1 am.
The quibbling of the Unitarian, upon this declaration of
the faithful and true witness, is impertinent in the ex-
treme. Let the christian attend to the conmexion in
which the words stand. Our Lord replies to a question
of the Jews in the preceding verse : Thou art not yet
Jifty years old, and hast thou seen Abraham ? Yes ; re-
plies the Saviour, Bofore Abraham was,1 am. I am was
the name of the God of Israel, by which he declared
bimself to Moses ; this was the everlasing God whom
Abraham worshipped, and of course it is not strange
that he was before him. Here our Lord applies to him-
self the name, which denotes the self-existence of God,
and declares that he, as the independent Being, was be-
fore Abraham. Thus he replies to their objections in
verse 53, 57, and confirms what he intimated in verse

56, that he was greater than Abraham. Take it in any §
other sense, and there is no reply to the Jewish objec- §

tion. Expound the declaration otherwise, and it bor-
ders upon nonsense. ‘Before Abraham was, I am the

Christ,” is the Unitarian gloss ; that is, before Abraham, [
the Messiah was predicted. But is this a reply to the
question, fast thou seen Abraham? Certainly not ;
whereas the obvious construction of the words, which
assert his Deity, presents a plain reply to it, and a re-
futation of the objection which it involves. Thus we }
see Jesus to be the great 1 am, before Abraham, even the §

eternal God. |
A testimony no less striking we find in John xvii, 5.

v

It is & portion of the Saviour's })myer. O Father, glori- |
I

Ju thou me, «with thine ouwn se

, with the glory which T §

i rhd

had with thee before the world was.  Before the world
was, is an expression of the sume import with eternity ;
that which existed before the creation must be eternal ;
here Jesus informs us by this solemn supplication, that
he had an existence before the world was, and enjoyed
with the Father unclonded glory; he was daily hus de-
i?ht, rejorcing always before ham. 'Thus Joh. i, 1, 2.
He was en the begenming with God, ana he was God, and
all things were made by him, and without him was not
any thing made that was made. |

But why multiply evidence of this truth ¢ The time
indeed would fail to tell it all, I shall only direct my
reader, under this particular to another, it is found Ro-
mans xvi, 25, 26. The mystery which was kept secret
since the world began, is made manifest, and by the scrip-
tures of the prophets, according to the commandment of
the EvERLASTING Gob, made known to all nations for the
obedience of faith. The mystery spoken of is the full
exhibition of gospel grace, it is to be made known to all
nations, m order to produce the obedience of faith ; and
this according to a commandment. But whose gracious
voice do we hear speaking peace to him that is far off,
and to him that is near at hand? At whose high behest
is it, that the messengers of the mystery of grace go
forth to every land ? %—Iear the voice of him who spake
as never man spake, Mat. xxviii, 19. Go ye, said the
ascending Saviour, teach all nations, baptizing them—-
preach the gospel to every creature. Jesus gave this
command, before this, Jerusalem was the place where
men ought to worship, the wall of partition still stood
between Jew and Gentile, the Redeemer levelled this
wall, and issued forth the mandate of grace, Go and
teach all nations. But Paul, one of those whom he first
sent to the benighted nations, declares, in the language
recited above, that this is the commandment of the
Evervasting Gop. The ancient prophets indeed, un-
der the inspiration of the spirit of Christ, intimated that
such an order should be given - but given it was not
till Jesus, whom Paul denominat:s the everlasting Giod,
issued the command. That efernity in its highest im-
port belongs to Christ, the Son of God, is a truth, obvi-

5
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ous o~ if writtcn by a beam of light. Let us next con-
sider bim as unchangeable.

SECTION IIT.

IMMUTABILITY.

Among the numerous objects presented to our senses,
we find none immutable. The seasons, as they roll
around the year, are in perpetual change, and with them
varies the face of nature. Mutability stamps the char-
acter of mian. His relations, affections, resolves, are
stable in nothing but in chang« . To converse with
immutability we must rise above this world. To this
dignified exercisc we are invited ; the Father of lights.
with whom ts no variableness nor shadow of turning,*
solicits our attention. He claims this high attribute as
!)is own; I am Jehovak, I change not.* Whatever sem-
biance of immutability may be found among the high-
est orders of created being, is only a faint image of the
original, as it belongs to the Deity. This essential per-

fection of the eternal copuesp, belongs to Jesus the

Son of God. Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to
day, and for ever.], 'The context proves that it is the
person of Jesus, who is the subject of this immutability ;
the apostle exhorts them to stedfastness in faith and
obedience ; he enforces this by the cxample of their pi-
ous teachers, now called to enjoy the crown of righteous-
ness, whom they are called to remember, and the end o
whose conversation; their peace, their confiience, and
Joy at their departure from earthly scencs, theyare call-
ed upon to consider; to this he encourages them, by the
mmmutability of the Saviour; teachers might die, but
Jesus is the same, his word therefore is ever precious ;
and to those who keep the faith, in time to come, he will
grant the same joys aud glory, as to those who saved him
m times past ; for he is.the samg for ever. The vision
15 doubted, becauseitis true; Thou art the same, and
thy years shall not fuil § 'Take the foregoing verses in
connexion with this. The Son is addressed ver. 8.
Thy throne is for ever and ever. It is a quotation from
* Jam. i, 47.m—mt Mal, il 6.——1 I=! +'ii. §.—¢ Heb. i 12.
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the 45th psalm ; when we hear a description of the Son
of God, the king of Isracl; but it is not the only testi-
mony to his Deity; he is spoken of in the 102 psalm, as
the Creator of the Universe—Thou hast laid the founda-
tions of the earth, §c. 'The prophet and the apostle are
both led to contemplate the magnificerce of creation,
and the grandeur of Divine perfection, as manifested
thereby. But yet they were certified that the point in
duration was rapidly hastening on, when the vast crea-
tion, as under its present order, wonld be covered with
the curtains of a moonless night—They shall all wax old,
they shall perisk, and as a vesture shall they be folded up,
and they shall be changed ; but THOU ART THE samk, and
thy years shall not fa:l.* But who is He that amidst this
awful revolution, this tremendous ruin of nature, shall
continue the same ? It is He who laid the foundations of
the earth, and whose hands formed the heavens. But
who is he? He is the Son of God— Unto the Son he saith
thy throne, O God, ¥s for ever—And thou Lord, in the
beginning hast lasd the foundation of the earth, &e.
Unless this quotation from the 102 psalm, as well as the
former, from the 45th, be applied to the same person,
the introduction of it is impertinent, and too much in the
style of the author of the N. J. Dictionary. To sup-
pose, the disciple of Gamaliel, not to say the apostle of
Christ, capable of such incoherence, in the discussion of
an all-important point of faith would indced be unrea-
sonable The manner in which he connects this testi-
mony with the former, by the confirmation, and, makes
it evident that the same person is spoken of. 'The tenor
of the apostle’s argument can leave no doubt. He is
proving from Old Testament scripture that Jesus is su-
perior to the most favour~d saints, and highest order of
creatures. He is higher than angels—He is the only
begotten Son of God—He is God, not by virtue of
office, power, or any thing adventitious, but m virtue of
eternal, immutable excellency, as appears from the in-
spired testimony respecting him, as the creator of all
things, and as unchangeable. Such is an outlvme of the
apostolic argument ; it is natural and consistent. It
proves that Jesus is spoken of in the scripturcs, quoted
* Ver. 6. 10, 11,
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from Psalms, 45 and 102, and of course that he is the
creator, is God, and consequently unchangeable.

SECTION 1V.

OMNIPOQTENCE, OMNIPRESENCE AN OMNISCIENCE,
| BELONG 10 CHRIST.

Omnipotency is the prerogative of the true God. [
am, said he to Abraham, the Alinighty G'od.* Compare
this withIsa.ix.6. There Christ is called the ALmicuTY
Gop; and in Rev.i. 8. He claims the name ALMIGHTY.
I am Alpha, and Omega, the beginning and the ending,
satth the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to
come, the Armicury. This testimony unites the attri-
butas of eternity and omnipotence, and ascribes them to
Jesus Christ. Let us again proceed to consider him, as
omniscient and omnipresent.

To be every where present, and intimately acquaint-
ed with all things, belong to God alone. I Jehovah
search the heart, I try the resns. Thou, even thou only,
knowest the hearts of ail the children o men.t His om-
niscience and omnipresence are both asserted by the
prophets ;: Can any hide himself in seerei places that I
shall not see hem? saith Jehovah. Do not I fill heaven
and earth? These attributes are, in the most uncjualified
mode, ascribed to Jesus Christ. While he dwelt with
men in a tent of clay, he had no need that any should
testify of man: for he knew what was in man.y From
his throne on high we hear him declare ; All the church-
es shall know that I am he which searcheth the reins and
hearts.  And I will give unto every one of you according
‘o your works.y Have we not seen these ascriptionso
perfection exclusively claimed by Jehovah? They are
the legitimate prerogatives of him who walketh in the
midst of the golden candlesticks, who holdeth the stars in
his right hand, who is the first and the last, and who was
dead and is alive. It is Jesus the Son of God who says,
L am he which searcheth the reins and hearts : I will guve
to every one of you according to your works. But it is
Jebovah alone according to the confession of the roy-

* Gen. xvii, 1—-t Jer xvii. 19--1 Kings viii, $%.—-F Job. ii. 25.—-f Rom. ii. 25.
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al prophet, and that of the weeping Jeremiah, who
searches the heart and tries the reins, to give every man
according to his ways. That Jesus possesses the per-
fections of Jehovah is then evident. The perfection of
omniscience was ascribed to him by his disciples. Now
are we sure that thou knowest aLL TiiNGs.—Lord thou
knowest ALL THiNGgS : thou Enowest that I love thee®
These testimonies, the more attentively they are exam-
ined, will the more evidently appear to be altogether
different, from what is sometimes found to have been
revealed to the propnets, or what is ascribed to any in
way of compliment. [ aim he who searcheth the heart, is
a style too lofty for 2ny whose knowledge is derived.
This is confirmed by his being our advocate and inter-
cessor— We have an advocate with the Father— He ever
liveth to make intercession for us.t To accomplish this
important trust, he must be intimately acquainted with
all the numerous and diversified circumstances of his
people. Who can know these but God alone? From
the eviderice now before us it appears, that an acquaint-

- ance with the hearts of the Sons of men, is an exclu-

sive prerogative of ilie true God ; that this prerogative
belongs to our Redeemer, he declares that all his church-
es shall know ; those assemblies then which do not
know, or confess this truth, are, by the sentence of him,

whose eyes are like a flame of fire, excluded from the

number of the churches amidst which he graciously
walks. That he is omniscient appears again, from his
omnipresence—This we have seen is an incommunica-
ble attribute of God. Indeed nc finite being can be, at
the same time, in more places than one. QOur Redeem-
er is every where present. No man hath ascended into
heaven, but he that came down from heaven, even the
Son of man who ts in heaven., As if he had said, to be
acquainted with celestial things in their extent, connex-
ion and glory, it is requisite to be in heaven ; to obtain
this information for the church, none has ascend::d thith-
er ; the Son of man, however, came down from thence
to reveal the things of the Kingdom of God, and though
now, as to his humility, he is present before you, yet as
to his Deity he is even now in heaven. Thus the lan-

* John xvi, 30 and xxi. 17,~~—* 1 Job. ii. 1,~Heb. vii, 25.——1 Joh. iii. 13.
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guage of our Lord is plain, and consistent with the tenor
of scripture ; forced from this connexion, it is involved,
obscure and contradictory. .

Ascended in our nature the heavens shall retain him,
as robed in humanmity, till the consummation of all things.
Yet he is ever present with his people, in their twos and
threes, as well as ina their crowded assemblies. Where
two or three are gathered together in my name, there om
Fan the madst of them.* To weaken the force of this, it
is said by some, that his presence means his authority, in
virtue of which they meet. 'This gloss, however, con-
futes itself ; according to it, the language of our Lord is
to this amount: Where two or three are gathered to-
gether, according to my authority, appoining such
meetings, there i1s my authority in the midst of them!
Did be who spake as never man did, really speak thus ?
No, no. Amidst enemies and mfirmities the disciples
of the Redeemer nced the everlasting arms of omnipo-
tence to support and defend them, in their progress
through life. This support, this protection is promised
them ; Lo I am with you always, even unto the end of the
world.t 'The personal presence of Jesus with his disci-
ples, is farther evident, from the very solemn and ex-
pressive language of Paul: [ give the charge in the sight
of God, who quickeneth all things, and before Christ Je-
sus—I charge thee before God, and the Lord Jesus
Christ. Preach the word,]. &c. That Jesus s a wit-
ness of their transactions, as well as God the Father, 1s
fuliy imported by the apostolic lan%ua.ge, not by report,
nor by a visit to every particular church in his humani-
ty ; but by that power whereby he knoweth all things,
and in consequence of that perfection whereby he is
present in all the assemblies of his people, however, nu-
merous, and however scattered, through every region of
the globe. That Supreme dominion which he exercises
over heaven, earth and hell pre-supposes the attributes
of omnipotence, omniscience, and omnipresence, to be
his. His kingdom ruleth over all. Is it reasonable to
suppose that the God of glory would commit, the whole
management of the universe, to a mere creature? A
man of limited faculties? The weight of such govern-

* Mat. xviii. 20 ~—t Mat. xxviil, 20,~=—1 1 Lim. vi. 152 Tim. iv. 1.
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ment is too onerous for the shoulders of created exist-
ence. Let us now turn to a few of those scriptures,
which speak of the equality of the Son with the Father.

SECTION V.

JESUS IS EQUAL WITH THE FATHER.

In the whele of this in-'vestigation, the reader will
keep in remembrance, that our faith must rest upon the
testimony of God, and not upon the ingenious cavils of

men. What then says the scripture upon the subjeet of

this section? Omitting to adduce numerous testimonies,
establishing our position, 1 present the following : John
x.30. Iand my Father are one. - That Father, who in
the preceding verse is declared to be greater than all,
than all the highest powers of creation, is one with Jesus,
not in person, but in essence, power and glory, as he is
Divine. The declaration of their unity, made by Christ,
as well as the gift of eternal life, which he bestows, and
the safety which he affords to his people, against the at-
tacks of every hostile power, exclades him from the all,
than which the Father is greater. And though in an-
other place he asserts, that the Father is greater than he,
the attentive reader of the scripture, will readily perceive
that he speaks of himself, not in his necessary, but as-
sumed character. 'That the Jews understood him to as-
sert his equality with God, appears from their words and
wrathful acts, as recorded in the subsequent verses.
Thou makest thyself God, was their accusation. Does
he contradict their conclusion? He dees not. He asserts
his equality with the Father, in other terms, ver. 37, 88.
which further provokes the enemies of his person and
mission— Therefore they sought again to take him.

This doctrine is yet made more evident, if possible,
{from Joh. v. 18—The Jews sought the more to kill hem,
because he said, thai God was his Father, making him-
self equaL wnth Ged. Does Jesus, or his pious bi-
ographer, John, contradict or explain away this infer-
ence ! By no means ; for while he admits, implicitly, his
mediatory character, he also asserts his Divinity. The
works which the Father doeth, the same doeth the Son.




The Divine nature, which mysteriously belongs to both
1s the omnipotent principle of operation. A ’
raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth them ; even S0 the
Son quickeneth, whom he will And, upon Jthis Jfootin

he claims the same worship that is given to the Fatherg:‘z
I appeal to the candor, of even the uncandid, to sa.'
whether this language became a mere man, who Wj'
sent plainly to teach the truth. Should hardened disiranl )
genuity venture to assert the affirmative. jn saying yes .
bhﬁh !nuslt suffuse its flinty visage. ’ il

_He Justly claimed a oneness with the [ ' ’

him. dwelleth all the fulness of the Godlzealzialt);;zl; fOt‘]l'l
sus 1s not, like believers, said to be Jitled with ah"/t.he fu(;-
ness of God ; this latter expression of fulness is infin}tel v
inferior to the former. The one means the gifta of God ;
but Godhead, means not the gifts of God, but the divine
nature itself. In Christ then dwells the Gudhead the fule
ness of the Godhead, all the fulpess of the éodfzead-

But what is all the fulness of the Godhead ?* Who can

tell? What is his name, and what js his Son’ '
thou canst tell? It imparts all the bound]essnesx::l:ll;:een’clf
of dext_y. It does not tabernacle in him, but d'wells i(y;
him ; it has not a symbolical residence, but a reg] habi
tation ; o2 dwells sn him. Through his humanity, and the
acts of his mediation, beams of divine perfecti’on shine
forth ; but in the glorious person of Immanuel the ful-
- mess of deity, as in a dwelling place, permane,ntlv re-
sides. The question now to be answered s ; can all this
glorious fulness dwell in any creature ? He who can bed
lieve that, ali the fulness of Divine perfections and o-lo-
Iy, can substantially dwell in a limited being, one Wgulc;
think, could not be stumbled at giving credit to, even
his own imaginary absurdities, of these cternal and ne
cessary modes of subsistence in Deity. ]
I'he Deity of the Redeemer is asserted in the remarka-
ble lasguage of the same Apostle, recorded in Phil. ji
5, 6, 7, 8. Let this mind be in you which was in C'/z.n's;
Jesus : who being in the form of God, thought ot not rob-
bery to be equaL with God: But made himself of no re-
putatton, and took upon lim the form of a servant. and
was made w the likeness of men &c: That Jesus had a

* Joh. v. 21, 28—t Col, ii. 9.

The Father
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glory of which, in some respect, for a time he was di-
vested, is evidently declared ; that this obscuration & ose
from his assumption of a servant’s form, and being made
in the likeness of man, appears from the connexion of the
words, as well as from the general voice of scripture.
Previously to this he existed in the form of God, so as
to think it no robbery to be equal with God. The ex-
pression, form of God, indicates nothmg really inferior
to Deity; that this is so, appears from the expressions,
Jorm of a servant, likeness of man, fashior. as a man ;
was not Jesus really a man? Was he net really a ser-
vant? Are we not taught so by the phraseology, form
of a servant, as here applied to him? Will not the ex-
pression, that he existed, and asis imported, that he

previously exwsted in the rorm (f
prove that he is really God, as the other will that ke

Gop, as decidedly

was really a servant, and a man ? If any thing were

wanted to make n.ore plain, plain even to the shaming
of infidelity itself, we have it in the decisive language of
inspiration-—He thougni it not robbery to be EQuAL with

S

God. For any cresature, however, to cl im equality with

God, would
ard an attempt at no common descrigtion of robbery.

Jesus thought it none; the F:ther ki self recognized

his claim, even in the view of his suffering: —_.ivale, O

sword, against the man that is my FELLow; and when

preparing him for those suffering:, by introducirg him
into our world in a servant’s form. he gave testimony to
his Deity in that command, which the seraphim and
cherubim of glory are bound to regard, and which they
with alacrity obey: Worship hum all ye Guds; or as we
have it in the New Testament torm: Let all .he angels
of God worship him.

The character of an agent is known from his acts,
Upon them he usually stamps a character. by which he
may no less distinctly be recognized, than by names or

attnibutes.
the Saviour’s works.

6

Let us then turn and contemplate some of

the highest grade of im.ious madness,



34
SECTION VI.

I'HE WORKS QF CHRIST.

. Creation, the first communication of dependent ex-
istence, is the distinguishing work of Deity. By itis
made known the existence of the eternal power and
Godhead.* This work is very expressly ascribed to
Jesus the Son of God. As this fact is refuted by our
modern christians, and opposed not by argument, nor
scripture testimony ; but by confident assertion, and low
evasions, I shall present you with the cvidence of the
oracles of truth—/n the beginning was the word, and the
word was God. Al things were made by hém; and
without him was not any thing made that was made o
This testimony is remarkable. Tug worp is an ap-
pellation of the Son of God, chiefly employ,ed b tl!is
apostle— His name ds called the word of God.| %’hen
the Three Divine witnesses, in heaven, are spoken of
the Son is denominated the Word, There are Three
that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word and the
Holy Ghost—Of this worp it is affirmed that he is
God, and to mark his distinct personality, he is said to
have been with God ; and that ne doubt may remain, ag
to the truth of his Supreme Deity, he is pronouncec,l to
be ‘the creator of all things; the idea is repeated in still
r?qre emphatic language; Without him was no one
tiung made, that was made. That the whole creation s
here intended, we are compelled to believe, if lan: uage
be ~capable of teaching us that truth. So evid%ntbis
this, that most, if net all, unitarians, are reluetantly
com:pelled to grant it, But say they, the Loos is on]y g
preperty of Deity, his wisdom or pewer. Let us Ogl]
read the first 14 verses of this chapter, in connexiony
%g_cll the absurdity of this hypothesis will be obvious.
¥V1o can conceive tire John, under the plenary inspira.:
%on ,of the Holy Spii*, would begin to tell us that
éog 3 msdomﬁrwas Gouf . znd that vhis attribute wag with
X o?l*t’tﬁhat Joihn Bapti=t came to hear witness of the
et 1at was i this wisdom, bvt in the mean time to
eware of rupposing the John was this attribute of

*Ron i 00— Toin 1, 1, Ji~—1 Rev. xix. 13.
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God—That this attribute came to his own, the Jews, but
they received him not ; that this attribute, the wisdom of
God, was the only begotten Son of God, and was made
flesh, &c. Who, I ask, can believe that such nonsense
can be the language of reason or common sense, not to
s}};»eak of inspirationat all? The fact is, the Son of God,
the Saviour of men, was known under the name of the
Loaos. The Gncstics held that the world was not the
creation of the Supreme God, but the work of an infe-
rior and evil agent.* In opposition to them, John asserts
that the creation is the work of the Supreme God, and
that the rocos is God, a distinct subsistence in the God-
head, and the creator of* ail things ; ‘hat John came to
bear witness of him, who is declarec. to be the liznt of
the world ; that, as the morning star anno:nces the ap-
proach of the rising sun, so the Eaptist, as the harbinger
of the Sun of righteousness, proclaimea vhe advance of
the gospel day. That he might come to his own, to that
people who were visibly in covenant with him before,
and whom he, in their ancestors, had conducted :nrough
the wilderness, and had settled in tne promiscd i:nd,
that he might come to them according to ancient pro-
mises, he assumed our nature, he was made jles:. Fi’he
facts asserted are in themselves mysterious, pas sing the
comprehensicin of finite man, bat that the, facts are as-
serted is very plain, viz: that .jesus is the word; that
he is God ; that all things were made by him ; and that
in human nature he, for a time, tabernacled with men,
If any thing more were necessary to make this evident,
we have it in the pitiful absurdities of those who deny t,
whether they rank among the philosophic disciples of
Dr. Priestly, or appear in the humble train of the illite-
rate Elias Smith, | |
Inlanguage no less emphatic, does Paul ascrive to him
the creation of all things. By hir: were all things cre-
ated, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible
and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or
principabities, or powers : all things were created by hum,
and for himbr— And by him all things consist.  He made
the worlds. He upholdeth all things by the word of his

* Sve Nate, No. VII, ol the end of the work.
+ See Nuie, No. VIIZ, ab the end of the work.
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power.* These passages are of similar import; the
first communication of dependent being, and the con-
tinuation of that being, by the exercise of the same
creative energy, are ascribed to him, and that with a
precision, which can admit of no mistake, in him who
reads, unless previously determined to cavil. To tell us,
that all inten(fed by this magnificent ascription, is only
the introduction of a new dispensation, in which some
principles of naturai religion will, more clearly, be un-
folded than they had been hy the sages of Greece or
Rome, is so evidently to belie the decisive declarations of
inspiration, that charity cannot compel us to suppose
any attentive reader of the sacred record, cordially re-
ceiving the darkening gloss. But suppose that, it is no

more than an economical establishment thzt is intended, §

still we are pressed with an evidence of the Redeemer’s
pre-existence ; for 1t is asserted that he created the
worids. He is, as appears from this, the author of mere
dispensations than one, he must, then, have existed be-

fore the one then present.  This admission would, how-

ever, be fatal to all who admit him to be no more than
‘Mary’s Son. | B |
From these sickening perversions of perverted minds,
let us return, and make a remark on the bearing of ths
- evidence upon our point. It is said, AU things were
created by him, and for him. He is the efficient and
the final cause of al! things. A glory belonging to no
mere creature ; for te Lord hath made all things for
~ humself.  Jehovah does indeed employ, in the execution
of his plans, s.bordinate agents; but in the glory be-
longing to him, 2z the final cause, he admits no com-
Eanimn ; yet of Josus it is said, ot only by him, but Jor
tm, were all things made. That the Sor. is a person in

Jehovah appears then, from his creating and preserving -

work, ancF from his being the final cause of these
works. | ;

Passing over the evidence of hi- Deity, arising from
the whole, and every part of the work of recemption. let
us fix our attention upon those last scenes, in which he
will be the great agent, a! the winding up of the econo-
my of time ; the resurrcction of the dead, and the final

* Col.i.16,17~-Heh. i. 2, 8.

judgment. The acts of those awful days, will be the
acts of God. To him it belongs, by his power, to raise
the slumbering nations of the (Tead, and on the last tri-
bunal none is capable to preside but God ; God s judge
himself * It is, gowever, an arrangement of the eternal
counsels, that the Son shall raise the dead, and judge the
world. The Lord Jesus Christ shall yudge the quick and
the dead-—We must all appear before the judgment seat
of Christt He also shall raise the dead. These acts,
these decisions, are such as belong to Deity alone. Can
we suppose that the fate of unnumbered myriads of in-

~ tellectua} beings, could be, by the Father of mercies,

commjitted to the decision of a creature? Upon the acts
of that last tribunal, are suspended the destinies of the
whole empire of God. None less than God shall fix
those destinies. The fact, that the judgment of the last
day, and the execution of that judgment, are, in the ar-
rangements of Jehovah, placed in the hand of the Son
of God, proves that Son to be more than human—de-
clares hins to be God. Would it be sober to say, that
God has given to a creature omniscience and Almighty
power ? Fence, then, from the habitations, and m?nc!sof
professed christiai:s, all the blasphemous contradictions
of the opposers or the Saviour’s deity. He who raises
the dead, judges the world, and pours forth his wrath,
upon the d‘amned, is God, the object of the christian’s
love, worship and pious fear, this is Jesus Christ ; For
as the Father raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth them ;
even so the Son quickeneth whom he will. For the
Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment
unto the Son : that all men should honour the Son, even as

they honour the Father.J

SEZCTION VII,

JESUS IS AN OBJECT OF RELIGIOUS WORSHIP,

That man exalted to places of power, and employing
that power with which they are intrusted, for the pro-
motion of the interests of society, shoul receive that
respect which is due to their authbority, th::: talents, and

% Pg. |.~weet 2 Tim, iv 1=—2 Cor. v. 10,e=m-} John v. 20, 22.




influence, is readily conceded. Such honours God him-

self awards them, and good men are happy in rendering "

to them their testimonies of respect. But these are es-
sentially different from that subf'ection of soul, that holy
invocation and confidence, implied in the religious wor-
ship, rendered by the highest order of creatures to the
Supreme Being ; and whether required by God, or giv-
en by his saints, is sufficiently marked, to be known
from every species of homage, lawfully rendered to be-
ings of inferior grade. The sanction of the Redeemer 1s
stamped upon that law—Thou shalt worship the Lord
thy god, and him only shalt thou serve.* Against the
crime of idolatry, and all its degrading results, the whole
tenor of scripture decidedly operates. Let us hear,
however, what is due by divine requisition to the Son :
It is demanded, That all men should honour the Son, even
as they honour the Father.t 'This ¢s his commandment ;
That we should belteve on the name of his Son Jesus
Christ.], Accordingly we find the saints characterized,
by calling upon his name.§ And we are assured, W/oso-
ever belfa'evetg on him shall not be ashamed. Rom. 10. 11.
He and the Father are presented as equally objects of
faith : Ye belteve in G'od, believe also tn me. X  But Curs-
ed 13 the man that trusteth tn man.*  Jesus received reli-
gious worship while upon earth,’ and in heaven the
Angels are not inattentive to the divine command—Let
all the Angels of God worship him. In number ten
thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thou-
sands, we hear the inhabitants of heaven sing : Wor-
thy vs the Lamb that was slain to recetve power, and riches,
and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory. Yes,
the universal voice of holy intelligences unite in saying,
Blessing and konour, and glory, and power, be unto him
that sitteth upon the throme, aNp unto THE Liams, for
ever ond ever. Upon this subject, the Unitarian seems
peculiarly pressed, and is compelled, conscious of his
defeat, while retreating, to hide his disgrace under the
covert of tie language of triumph. But how evanes-
cent is that covering ! Touch the shadowy cloud of ver-
biage, by which he attempts to conceal the truth, and

* Mat. iv.———1t Joh. v. 28.—~——1 1 Joh. iii. 28.«~—$ Act. ix. 14— Joh. xiv. 1.
a Jer. xvii,—~—b Joh, i%. 38 ¢ Heh. L. 6,~Rev. v.11, 18,

it. evanishes into something lighter than air. The whole

weigkt of his argument, and spurious criticism, amounts

F

to this—'The word rendered worship, frequently means,

| the respect that is given to men in eminent stations ;

therefore the command given to all, to HoNoUR THE Son,
even as they noNour the Father, does not mean religious
worship ! ! | | |
Such is the logic, not only of the lower grades of the
oponents of truth ; but also of those who, under a spe-
cious show of extensive acquisitions in literature, aﬂ‘;ct
to exclude from the ranks of liberal minded men, all whe
guestion the aunthority of their positions. The man who
daly respects the authority of God, as expressed in his
word, will little regard either the assumed haughtiness
of the sciolist, or the ribaldry of the unlettered leader of
a sect. -
Successfully might we argue our cause, from the re-
lation in which Jesus stands to the church of God ; from
his being the Redeemer of the saved ; from his suprema-
cy above all whom God has ever employed to reveal his
will to men, and from the consideration that, though

| condemned for blasphemy in making himself equal with

God, yet was he perfectiy irnocent. Resting the deci-

| sion which the attentive reader will form, upon the evi-
| dence adduced, I shall now proceed to offer a few

thoughts, on the union of Deity and humanity, in the
person of Christ. |

SECTION VIII.

JESUS, THE SON OF GOD, IS DIVINE AND HUMAN.

This is purely a matter of revelation. WNo page of

| creation’s mighty volume, intimates tous by a singlehint,

the mysterious subject of this section. And if we, on
this subsject, would act the part of the faithful in Christ

| Jesus, we must ascend above that evidence, which the

constitution of mortal things affords, and fix the intel-

| lectual eye upon the immutable truth of him who can-

not deceive. His word we have in the sacred pages of

| the inspired writings; let us attend to the instruction it

communicates.
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In turning over those pages that directly speak of

law—who being in theG[m*m of God, thought it not rob-
bery to be equal with

be c
the attention is turned, without previous instruction up-
on the subject, to these scriptures, I apprehend no small
difficulty would occur, in reconciling some, if not all, of
these declarations, as belonging to the same subject.
Indeed it would be impossible to do it. Ve
that, Glod sent forth his Son, made of a woman, is it not
at once suggested that, as his Son, he existed, previously

to his being made of a woman? This idea is still more
strengthened when we are informed that, Being tn the

Jorm of God, and thinking it not robbery to be equal
with Glod, he was made in the likeness of man. If lan-
guage ever conveyed to the mind of man a correct ides,
this now recited proves, that Jesus is both God and man;
that he existed previously in the form of God, and he
was subsequently made in the likeness of man. His
name is caﬁe& the mighty God. He is properly so nam-

~ed. Heisthenthe micuTY Gop. e i

BorN. This is yet more decisively taught in the follow-

ing testimony—- Of whom as concerning the flesh Chyist
came, who 18 over all, God blessed for ever.t Let the
unperverted mind of an honest reader be the expositor
of this, and he will say, this scripture asserts that Jesus
has a human nature, here denominated, as in many oth-
er places, flesh ; this he has derived from the Israelites;

but he is also God, who ¢s over all, God blessed for

ever.9

Let the piously inquisitive reader proceed, and con- |
cerning his Redeemer, he will find such things affirmed :

of Christ, as cannot really belong precisely to the same
subject. He will find omniscience ascribed to him ;T he
will also find him increasing in wisdom, and declaring
that he knows not when the last day shall be.§ Wha,

*Rom. viii. 8.—~Gal. iv. 4—Pbil. ii. 6, T.~—tRom. ix 5.——F Vide page 28, 2-

b} Mar, Xii. 82 o= e No'o Noo. IX, at thy erd of the work.

od :— And was made in the like-
ness of man—Unto us a childis born, and his name shaid
d the mighty God.* To an inquiring mind, when

When we read |

But he is also A cHiLD

Christ, we find the following declarations concerning

him ; God sent hus own Son tn the likeness of sinful flesh. '§
Glod sent forth his Son made of a woman, made under the §

- ther.

things soever the Futher doeth, these also doeth the Son . #
Yet we find in kim a will distinet, from that of the Fa.
Not my will but thine be done. /s in the Father,
we find his understar ding infinite, yet in him there is al-

- 80 an understanding that is limited ; his will and that of

the Father coincide in operation and essence, yet he has
a different and subordinate wiii. These things cannot
be predicated of the same subject. We must believe
that in him, who is our mediator, there are natures to
which these things will agree. |

This view of the subject is still farther evident, from
a consideration of various opposing circumstances, unita
ing in him who is the author of our salvation. Hear
his affectionate language to his disciples : J¢ 4 expedi-
ent for you that I go away. I came Jorth from the Fa-
ther, and am come into ‘the world agan 1 leave the
world, and go to the Father.¥ He at the same time gives
them assurance that he is not absent from them; Lo [
am with you always, even unto the end of the word. J,
Where two or three are gathered together, in my name,
there am I in the midst of them. He is represented to us
as & child burn, and at the same time the everlasiing Fie
ther.§  He was crucified through weakness, liveth by the
power of God; yet he is himself the mighty God.
2 Cor. xiii. 4—1Is. ix. 6. If Jesus be not Divine and
human, tell me ye who deny it, how you will reconcile
all these declarations. You say, he is only a man, vet
he came furth from the Father, and went again to him.
He leaves the world, yet is ever in it to protect his disci-
ples—His goings forth have been from « S old, even from
everlasting, he 1s the everlasting Father, yet he was also
a child born, an infant of days. He discovered the fee-
bleness of humanity ; he trembled, he bled and died,
and, for his resurrection life, he is dependent upon the
power of God ; yet he is the mighty and the everlasting
God. Let the infidel sneer, and in his madness, despise
the faith of the saint ; the christian beholds in these s
glorious, though mysterious, description of him who is
the author of his salvation. His hope shall not be

shaken.
L4 JOhn T 19.~-—~-—~"'.‘ .T()hﬂ .‘H’i- 7, 28-———-t I\qu' XX‘\?? 90"'(3})&}'). X’Uli( 20-
§ T=ainh. ix ©
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The union of deity and humanity is still more express~ .
flesh, and dwelt
amongst us, aud we beheld his glory, the glory as of the -}
only begotten of the Father.* That Word which is, in i§
the beginning of the chapter, called God, and by whose i
agency all things were created, is here, unequivocally, &

ly declared—The word was made

declared to be the Son of God, the only begotten of the
Father, and also to have been made flesh. The apostle
Paul is no less decisive.—G'reat is the mystery of God-
liness ; God was manifest in the flesh.t  And again—
For as much then as the children are partakers of flesh

and blood, he also kimself likewise took part of the same.

For verily he took not on him the nature of angels ; but
he took on him the seed of Abraham.§, Language can-
not more explicitly declare that, he, who is the captain
of our salvation, had an existence before he appeared in
fashion as a man.—The childven were partakers of hu-
manity—He also, for that reason, took part of the same.
He was active in this assumption, and must have had an
existence. It was promised as the woman’s seed,$

and as emmaNvEL)| he was expected by the church of ¢

God. It was requisite for him to be Divine, that he
might be abie to deliver, and be a proper object of con-
fidence— Blessed is the man that trusteth in the Lord.
It was also indispensible that hs_,s‘hould be man; forit
was requisite that he should be made perfeci through
suffering. His humanity qualified him to die, his deity
made him strong to deliver his chosen.

* Joh. i. 14.~—=t 1 Tim, iii. 16.——1 Heb ii. 14, 16.——{ Gen. iii. 15.
|| Mat. i. 22, 28.

name, HE sh
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CHAPTER I1II.

THE PERSONALITY AND DEITY OF THE
HOLY SPIRIT.

SECTION 1.
THE SPIRIT’S PERSONALITY.

It is not intended, after what has already been said,
to detain the reader long with the evidence of the truth,
upon the subject of this chaptesr. Those, against whose
heresy we would guard you, with no small confidence as-
sert that what the scriptures mean by the spirit of God,
the Holy Spirit, and the other appellations of this agent,
is no more than a divine influence, energy sor operation.
We believe that the spirit of God is a distinct personal
Agent ; this we are confident is the doctrine of the
scriptures of truth ; and that your faith may not stand in
the wisdom of men, but in the truth of God, to his testi-
mony we direct you. When in serious, plain, didactic,
language, we find applied to a being, personal pronouns,
we are authorized to conclude that being a person. Do

we find such an application in the case under considera-

tion? To be satisfied of this, read the following declara-
tions: The Holy Ghost whom the Father shall send 1n my
teach you all things—HE shall testify of
me—HE shall glorify me.* Our Lord’s departure, in

human nature, from earth was near. He is plainly and

) affectionately administering comfort to his disciples. He

promises them the presence and aid of the Holy Spirit,
whom he speaks of as a person.
~Of him he speaks as accomplishing that, which, in
gropriety of language, can be done only by a person ;
e teaches, he guides, he intercedes and he comforts ;
these are offices which e person alone can exccute : The

- Sparit maketh intercession for us. I will pray the Father

and he shall give you another comforter—even the Spirit
of truth.t

The rank which he holds amongst those confessedly
persons, is something more than presumptive evidence

* John, wiv. 26,~chap. xv. 26.—chap. xvi. 14,—~——t Rom. viii. <6, 27.
'—'JUhﬂ, xiV. 16- 17.""‘Heb- in
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of his personality. The I'uther is & person, and the per-
sonality of the Son is denied by none.  'Why then is the
Spirit so often spoken of in conjunction with them ?
Would it not seem remarkably incorgrous, when speak-
ing of two persons, to rank with them a mere energy as

a third ? In addressing two persons in a solemn act of

worship, how inconsistent, to place with them a mere
operation, as an object of that homage! Yet this incon-
sistency, this outrage against propriety, must be the re-
sult of denying the personality 0% the divine spirit: for
he is ranked with the Father and the eternal Worp—
There are ihree that bear record in heaven, the Futher,
and the Word, and the Holy Ghost. Are the two form-
er persons? Is not the third spoken of as such ? Baptism
15 administered in the name of Father, Son and Holy
G'host ; who can believe that a mere energy is intended
by the last? To baptize in the name of au energy or
operation, can be intelligible only to those, who, despis-
ing the humble track of commaon men, have unshackled
themselves from all legitimate rules of iuterpretation,
and on the pinions of absurdity, soared beyond the re-
gions of common sense. :

Personal powers belong to this agent—The Sperit
searcheth all things, yea the deep things of Glod.* "The
Spirit of God knoweth the things of God. To search,
s0 as to understand, proves a personal agency, and per-
sonal powers of agency. Sovereign volition is likewise
his, The Apostle enumerates various gifts of God to
christians, wesdom, knowledge, fuith, together with mi-
raculous powers; the gift of healing, of prophecy. &e.
Bur, adds he, all these worketh that one and the self-
same Sperit, dividing to every man severally as ue wiLr.+
As he will ; this expression proves that he has a will,
which is a personal power, and that, in its exercise, he
is sovereign. By this the truth of his personality and
Deity, are both established ; for it is the same God thai
worketh all in all. |

To him are al¢o ascribed those affections which indi-
cate a person. The love of God to man is celebrated in
the oracles of truth, and is one of the most powerful mo-
tives to evangelical obedience.  While the love of God

1 Cor i1 10 b 1 Cor xif, 4emt1,
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and the love of Christ are fresented to constrain the
soul, The love of the Spwrit* is also adduced, a+ 2 mo-
tive to prayer. Vexation ard %rief are affecticns of
which a person is alone susceptible. These are ascrib-
ed to the divine spirit: Ancient Israel rebelled and vex-
ed his Holy Speritt We are commanded not to grieve
hini; Grieve not the Holy Spiret of God. [, We need
not to be told, that God cannot be the subject of such
affections as men ; we know this ; but some important
idea is conveyed. to us by these expressions, and what-
ever it is, it implies personality in him who is spoken of.
This is the point now before us, and not what is the pre-
cise 1dea OF grief, vexation and love, when applied to
the Divine Being. |
Were any more evidence required, we have it in those
personal acts, commands and prohibitions of the Holy
Ghost. Take as a sample the foliowing : He gives life
to the soul ; It is the Spiret that guickeneth.§ He places
pastors over the churches; Take heed to all the flock
over which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers.q
He sends forth the messengers of reconcilhation, having
previously called them according to the order of the
church ; The Holy Ghost said, separate me Barnabas
and Saul for the work whereunto 1 have called them—So
they being sent forth by the Holy Ghost departed.® He
presides m the judgments of the courts of God’s house,
and decides what is fit; It seemed good to the holy Ghost
—to lay upon you no greater burden than these necessary
things.b {:1 their movements he employs a supremacy,
and directs their progress ; They were forbidden of the
holy Ghost to preach the word in Asia. They assayed
to go into Buthynia ; but the Spirit suffered them not.c
What mind, not pertinaciously determined upon absur-
dity, can suppose that, in a plain narrative of personal
transactions, a mere influence would be thus personified?
I add only one consideration more. To be sinned
against, is peculiar to a person, and to a person having
¢laims upon the transgressor. Among the unnumber-
ed forms in which sin appears, there is one which is pro-
nounced unpardonable. This is a sin peculiarly against

* Rom. xv. 30.——f Isa. Ikiii. 10.——~1 Eph. iv. 50.—e—¢ John vi. 63.—
T Acty, X%, L8 emeot Acts, xiii. 2, 4 ~—b Acts, Xv, 28—t Acts, xvi. 6, 7.
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the Holy Spirit; Whosoever speaketh against the Holy
Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him.* 'To sin ageinst an
influence or operation, in the style of common sense, 18
not easily understood.

To prevent objections, it may just be remarked, that
such language as is employed in reference to the spirit
of God, can by no means be referred to the personifica-
tions, found in figurative language, of qualities or inani-
mate things. Let an example be given, in which a
mere influence, under such circumstances as relate to the
Divine Spirit, has been so uniformly perscnified. We
find him ranged with other persons, spoken of as a per-
son, acting as one, possessing powers belonging only to
personahity, and all this in p%ain and simple narrative,
which admits not of the licensed interpretation of meta-
phorical style. The assumption, that the Holy Ghost is
only an influence or operation, is for ever set aside by
the distinction, which the scriptures make between him
and his agency ; For to one ts given by the Spirit the
word of wisdom ; to another the word of know edgg, by
the same Spuit. That one and self-same Sgim't worketh
all of them+ Never was an agent more obviously dis-
tinguished from his agency, than is the Spirit of God
from his influence. I need not add, that the hypothesis
of those who deny his personality, make him and his
agency to be identically the same. Is it not remarkable
that men, rather than confess the truth, will advocate
nonsense, and attempt to make the oracles of God speak

absurdity ? Such is the conduct of man, when he sets
aside the counsels of God.

SECTION II.

THE DEITY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.

The doctrine advocated in these pages will still be
kfzpt in view; that in the oNE JEHOVAH are three dis-
tinct persons.  The personality of the third we have seen

confirmed ; that he is Divine, appears by the names
which belong to him.

* Mat. xii. 32.~—t 1 Cor. xii. 8, 11,

He is called God, not in any subordinate acceptation
of that name, but in its highest sense; Why hath Satan

filled thine heart to lie unto the Holy Ghost. Thou hast

not lied unto men, but unto God.* It ought to be re-
marked that this testimony teaches us, that the Holy
Spirit is distinguished from men ; he is stated to be the
object against whom the sin is committed, and the ag-
gravation of that sin, arises from its being committe%,
rot against any creature, but against God. They had
lied to the Holy Ghost, they had agreed together to
tempt the Spirit of the Lord ; this was more heinous
than the same crime against man—it was lying unto
God. But unless the Holy Spirit was God, how could
lying to him be lying unto (god? It is obvious that, in
this place, the Holy Spirit js denominated God, in the
highest sense of that term. |

He is also known under the incommunicable name,
Jehovah. I heard the voice of the Lord, [JEBOVAH]
saying, whom shall I send, and who will go for us? Then
sard I, here am I, send me. And he saud, go, and tell
this people, hear ye indeed, but understand not; and see
ye indeed, but perceive not.t It is JEHOVAH who says to
the prophet, ¢ Go;” but who is this Jehovah? A New
Testament expositor, Paul, informs us; he declares it
was the Holy Ghost who thus spake by Isaiah. Well
spake the Holy Ghost by Esazas the prophet, unto our
fathers, saying, G'o unto this people, and say, hearing, ye
shall hear, and shall not nnders:and. T,

Here, it must be observed, the criticism that asserts,

‘that the same name is applied to different subjects can

have no place. R is not the name, but the subject, of

~ which both the prophet and the arostle speak. That

person who gave the command te lsaiah, is declared to
be Jenovan, this Jehovah, the apostle declares to be
the Holy Ghost. No conclusion can be more fzir, than
that the Holy Spiritis Jehovah; he is truly God. To
establish the same truth, compare Numb. xii, 6, with
2 Pet. i. 21. Lukei. €8, 70. Numb. xiv. 11, with Isa.
Ixiii. 10. Psal. 1xxviii. 56. To these scriptures, out of
many, I only refer, in order that I may not exceed the
limits I have prescribed to myself.
* Acts, v, 8, 4ot Lsa, vi, 8, 9=t Acts, Xxviii, 25,
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~ We have still further a demonstration of the Spivit's
Deity, in the attributes ascribed to him. He is eternal.
We have before seen, that eternity is properly an attri-
bute of Deity; Christ. through the rernaL seirir, offer-
ed kimself without spot to Glod.* Angels and the souls
of men are immortal, but,in all the book of God, they
are not said to be eternal. The eternity of the Holy
Spirit is manifest, from his being the Spirit of God.

He is omniscient. He searcheth all things, yea the
deep things of God.® This no creature can do; for
who can by searching find out Gud.{ The inspiration
of the prophets prove him omniscient. The page of
prophecy contemplates the great movements of the
church of God, and embraces the great events of the
world, so far as connected, which is very extensively,
with the church. An acquaintance with the sorrows of
the children of grace, is indispensible to the Spirit, as
;)he comforter; such an acquaintance none but God can

1ave. | o o |
~ He is omnipresent ; Whither shall I go from thy Spir-
#?§ We have before been called to contemplate him as
one of the celestial witnesses, in heaven, continually tes-
tifying to the truth and importance of salvation, by the
Son of God ; upon earth he dwells, in the saints, as in a
temple ; and with their Spirits bears witness, that they
are the children of God. He never departs from them ;
but abides with them as a Spirit of life and of joy.

The Deity of the Spirit is evinced by the worship that
is given him. Baptism is administered in his name.¥
Whatever of honour, in this solemn service of the
church, is given to the Father, no less is given to the
Spirit ; for it is administered in the name of the one as
well as of the other. The solemn benediction, The
grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all)|, has al-
ready been considered. It proves him to be an appro-

priate object of worship, "Again, hear the pious and in-

telligent prayer of the same apostles, The Lord make
you to wncrease and abound in love—To the end he may
establish your hearts unblamable in holiness before God,

* Heb. ix, 14 ——+ 1 Cor. ii. 10.——¢ Job, xi. T.—¢ Psal, cxxxix. 7.
T Met. xxviii. 19.~—|} 2 Cor. xiii. 14.
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even our Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ®  God the Father is here spoken of as distinct
from our Lord Jesus Christ ; and another is addressed
as Lord, and as the hearer and answerer of prayer, this is
the Lord the Spirit.  Thesame mode of address we have
again ; The Lord dircct your hearts into the love of God,
and nto the patient waiting for Christ.t That the per-
son named God, is the Father, will be admitted by all,
the love of God is the highest exercise of the soul, and
a patient or persevering waiting for Christ, an impore
tant duty. The direction of the heart into these exer-
cises, belongs peculiarly to a third person, this third
person, is that Lord who is known as the Sperat :if grace;

hat he is the Spirit of grace, and director of the heart,
and, as such, an object of prayer, proves him to be real-
ly God. 'The works of the Spirit establish the truth of
his Godhead. By his Spurit he garnished the heavens. T,
Elihu gives this testimony; The Spirit of God haih
made me.§ The true God is the author, and he alone,
of created existence. He his given to nature all its
beauty, order and power. If these things be properly
ascribed to the Spirit, he is properly Divine. Consult
at leisure, Gen. i. 2. Psal. xxxiii. 6. and civ. 30. Isa.
xxxiv. 16. and xl. 6, 7. Compare also Act. xxvi. 8,
with Rom. vin. 11. S .

I pass over the great abundance and variety of evi-

dence, which arises from a view of his other works,

probatory of the Deity of the Spirit; such as his agen-
cy about and over the church, his sanctifying and pre-
serving the saints, his conferring gifts, which Deity alone
can bestow, &c. I advert only to one consideration
more. Jesus seems to be the Son of God, in a two-fold
sense, as he is Divine, and as he is human; as respects
his Divine personality he is necessarily the Son of the
First of the illustrious Three. As respects his humani-
ty, it appears he is also called the Son of Ged, m some
such sense as Adam is so denominated ; The Holy Ghost
shall come upon thee, and the power of the Hzghest shall
overshadow ihee ; therefore also that holy thing which
shall be borne of thee, shell be called the Sun of God.

# 1 Thes. iil. 1. 14 «——* 2 Thes. iii. 5.——1 Job xXVi 18.e=ed Job XxKviii. 4.
I Luke 1. 85. ‘
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It is because of his formation, immediately by the Holy

Spirit, that he, as respects his humanity, is called the
Son of God ; but if the Holy Spirit be not God, what
force is there in the reason for so denominating the hu-
manity of our Lord? None at all. . With this, I close
the evidence of the Deity of that Spirit, mpon whose
agency the saint relies for all the aid he needs, in the im-
portant services of life; to him he looks for all the pre-
paration requisite Lo qualify him, for an introduction to
the realms of everlasting peace. | |

I just advert to an exception, that may be made
against the Suprerne Deity of the Spirit ; it arises from
what is said of his being a gift, being sent, and the like,
which import inferiority. This objection will not bear
close examination. Dy a figure of specch, very common,
in scripture, the gifts; of the Spirit are sometimes called

by his name, as in Prov. 1. 23, Aci. x. 44, 45, . &c.

The scriptures uniformly exhibit an economy, in which
the Father, Son, and Spirit, accomplish respective.y an
appropriate part. The acts of each are subservient te
the perfection of “he grand design; but this by no
means indicates an inferiority of the one person to the
other. The plan, according to which they should act,
and the order of thcir operations, were fixed by mutual
consent. Does this import personal inferiority? Cer-

tainly not. If allowed to illustrate these mysterious re- -

lations, and transactions, by what takes place in the so-
cial transactions of life, we find men acting in subordi-

nate relations, whose personal accomplishments are not

inferior to those from whom, according to the station
they occupy, their orders are received. In essence and
perfection, we then conglude, the Spirit is the same with
the Father and the Son. T9 conclude, I propose to the
candid consideration of such as may scruple the correct-
ness of the doctrine 1 have advocated, the following que-
ries. Let the answers be such as will satisfy a con-
science that respects the word of God.

Are we certainly able to comprehend all the wodes
of the Divine subsistence ?
~ Is it impossible for omnipolsnce to unite two natures
In one person ?
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« Does not Scripture seem to countenance such an
union, in the person of Jesus Christ ?

If Christ be no more than man, did he upon all occa-
sions, and in the most conspicuous manner, teach this ?

Is there ary rule, by which we may know a Divine
person frong a mere creature? What is it ? |

Is there any rule by whick we may know a person,
from a mere attribute, or influence ? What is that rule?

———— 3 ——

CHAPTER IV.

ON THE IMMORTALITY OF THE
HUMAN SOUL.

Whether the soul of man shall survive.'that shock,
which reduces the body to an unanimated mass, or
whether it shall, with the tangible part of our present

- constitution, sink into a state of insensibility, to all that

15 good or evil in the universe, is important to be ascer-
tained. The influence, upon the mind, of the sanctions
of the system of moral order, under which we are plac-
ed, will, in no small degree, depend on the conclusions
in which we rest upon this subject. As the materiality

. ¢f the soul is usually, if not always, an opinion, embrac-

¢d by those who contend for its mortality, I shall offer a
few thoughts upon that hypothesis. |

SECTION I..

IS THE HUMAN MIND MATERIAL?

I do not assert that the immateriality of mind is ne-
cessarily connected with its immortality ; but I may be
allowed to assert, that the supposition of matter being so
organized, as to exhibit all tnc phenomera of mind, is
destitute of evidence to support it. It seems to be the
opinion of those called materialists, that what is denomi-
nated mind, is the result of a certain modification of mat-
ter, and consequently, when this modification 1s destroy-
ed, the mind is no more; the soul becomes extinct.
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. Whether we consider the ancient or modern hypothesis
of the matenalist, it will be found an assumption un-
supported by evidence. This will appear by pursuing
the following thoughts, -

In man, as he 1s constituted, we find that which is
solid, extended visible, and of itself inactive ; tc this we
give the name of body or matter. We are conscious
also of possessing a principle, to which qualities belong,
that no investigation has discovered, in any portion. of
mater, however curiously modified. The man who em-
ploys his reason abont the several parts of creation, sub-
jected to his rem:rk, assigns to the same class, those
thir.gs which arc found to agree in the same essential
properties ; but where, amongst some objects, he can
T -rceive no common guality, in which they agree, it is
his uniform practice, to consider them as ditferent things.
We do not here inquire into the essence either of mind
or of body—W e know these only by their qualities ; and
so fas as we are instructed by experience, in the knowl-
cdge of matter, does it appear, that any thing can be
more reu ste from it, than that which thinks, which
wills, abstraets, imagines, feels remorse upon transgress-
ing the law of God, and that derives satisfaction from
the testimony of an approving conscience ? Who was it
that has seen a piece of earth, so organized, as to be ca-
pable of any of these operations, not to speak of the nu-
merous other powers implied in the intellectual, active
and moral faculties of man ?

Inactivity has been properly reckoned a quality of
matter.  All our expernence justifies this ; and also
proves, that to us semecthing belongs which is active.
Leave the body inerely4o itself, and it will never move ;
when the active principle of our constitution operates,
motion is the effect. But is it reasonable to refer these
opposite attributes to the same subject? It would be as
veasonable to say that light is a preperty of darkness.

Mere organization of body, to the rational inquirer,
wiil not account for any of the distinguishing phenome-
na of the mind of man. So far as discovered, this organ-
1zation is as perfect in the Quran- Qutang, as in the hu-
man subject ; a great nataralist* informs us that, ¢ all

* Buffon.
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the parts ot this animal’s head, limbs and body, external

and internal, are so Eerfectly similar to the human, that

we cappot compare them together, without being amazed
at an ovganization so exactly the same. The tongue and
all the organs of speech, are the same in both ; and yet
'the Quran-Outang does not speak. The brain is abso-
lutely the same in texture, disposition and* proportion,
and yet it does not think. An evident proof this, that
mere matter alone, though perfectly organized, cannot
produce thought, nor speech the index of thought, unless .
it be animated with a superior principle.” Has God
formed this creature, and preserved it as a witness to
confound the bold assumptions of visionary men ? Some
respactable men have thought so. .

'The moral effects of this system are to be dreaded. It
tends to remove from man all distinctions between right
and wrong ; it gives him no higher place than an invol-
untary machine, operated upon by mechanical force.
All the functions of man, says a late advocate* of mate-
rialism, ¢ All his functions must be regulated by the
laws of mechanism, and of consequence all his actions
proceed from an irresistible necessity.” ¢ Mechanism is
the undoubted consequence of materialism.” Thas man
is at once divested of all that renders him accountable.
The moral sensc is put down from its throne, and what-
ever other sentiments may be experienced, praise and
blame can have no place. Williatn Godwin has taught
the true application of this material and mechanical doc-
trine ; he instructs us to consider the knife and the mur-
derer who employs it, as respects criminality, in the same
point of view. ‘“ A knife is as capable as a man of be-
ing employed—and the one is no more free than the
other as to its employment.” Toward the murderer and
his Lioody deed, we are taught to entertain no other kind
of ¢motion, than toward the infectivus miasmata, or the
aiy which conveys it ie us; there is, according to this
doctrine, as much criminality in the one as in the other!
‘“ Qur disapprobation” says he,  of vice, will be of the
same nature as our disapprobation of an infectious dis-
ease.”t  Such is the result of this mechanical system.
This perhaps explains the reason of the rude opposition

* Priestley.—~——+t Polit. Just. B. 4. char. 8.
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to the terms, moral law, meral conduct, and the like, of
which we have lately heard so much. Those who talk
s0, do not admit any morality or immorality to exist, all
is mechanism with them. The absurditigs, which reflect-
ing men sometimes have adduced, to shew the unreason-
ableness of the materialist’s hypothesis, have, by the
daring advocates of that doctrine, Priestly and Darwin,
been avowed. 'The former more than intimates, that
both reasons and ideas are material ; and the latter ex-
pressly attempts by argument and ridicule, to prove that
our ideas are materizj; being nothing more than the
- ““ configuration of the fibres, which constitute the imme-
~ diate organ of sense.”* May we not say, that the man,
who seriously believes the various, and most abstract ex-
ercises of mind, are all material things, had better be
left to his dreams, until he shall be awakened to the ex-
ercise of common sense ? |

I shall ciose this section in the words of two great men;
the first, a profound adept in moral science, speaking up-
-on this subject says, “ We ate certainly entitled to say,
that matter and mind, considered as objects of human
study, are essentially different ; the science of the form-
er restifig ultimately on the phenomena exhibited to our
senses ; that of the latter, on the phenomena of which
we are conscious.”— The scheme of materialism
proceeds on a misapprehension of the proper object
of science; the difficulty which it professes to remove
being manifestly placed beyond the reach of our facul-
ties. Surely, when we attempt to explain the nature of
that principle which feels and thinks, and wills, by say-
ing, that it is a material substance, or that it is the re-
sult of material organization, we impose on ourselves by
~ words, forgetting, that matter as well as mind, is known
to us by its qualities and attributes alone, and that we
are totally ignorant of the essence of either.”t My next
quotation is from a man of observation, whose testimony
will not be weakened by the consideration, that he was
more conversant in his inquiries, with the functions of
the body than with the faculties of mind. ¢ The Na-
TURE of the mind,” says he, ¢ is different from that of the

* Vide Priestley’s Disquisitions, and Darwin’s Zoonomia.
+ Vide Stewart’s Philosophy of the human mind.
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hody, as is proved by an infinity of circumstances, es-
pecially by ideas and affections of the mind, to which
nothing in sensation is analogous. For what s the col-
our of pride ! or what the magnitude of envy or curiosi-
ty? T'o which there is nothing similar in animals ; nei-
ther can that good, which is desired by it, glory, and the
acquisition as it were of new ideas, be re%erred to any
corporeal pleasure. Is it possible that the body can pos-
sess two kinds of forces, so that its infinite particles
should unite intc one mass, which do not preserve their
own affections only, and represent them to themselves,
but also joir together into one common thinking whole,
differing from the attribuies of all, and yet capable both
of receiving and comparing these attributes? Is there

- any instance of a body, which, without an external

cause, passes from rest to motion, without the action of
some other cause, as is very easily observed, with regard

“to the mind? Yet this.mind, so different from the body,

:'s connected with it by the most intimate ties,” &c.*
I'hese are the sentiments of an eminent physiologist,
and a profound metaphysician, whose judgments were
not warped from truth, on this subject, by a previously
formed system. .

SECTION 11, '

THE SOUL IS IMMORTAL. "
"

In man’s primitive state, there was no principle of dis-
solution implanted in the constitution of his nature.
We find,n vithstanding, in consequence of his subse-
quent moral conduct, that, according to an appointment
of righteousness, all men must die. ~ All the evidence we
have, from testimony and experience, confirms to us the
moral certainty of the death of the body. We have no
such certainty, upon principles of reason, that the soul
shall cease to be an active and intelligent agent. The
prudent man, therefore will not assert, that the soul
shall die with the body; it is another substance than
matter, and is governed by different laws,

¥ ¥ide Hollirs P’l,WiO[Og.’/"
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God bestows upon his cr=atures no gift in vain ; he
has, however, made us capable of meutal improvement

without end. No sufficient reason can be assigned for "§

this, if, after the lapse of a few years, we must cease for

ever to be. Man is distinguished from the inferior orders .

of nature, by his moral capacities and powers; he has &

sense of obligation, to which the most sagacious of the ]
other tribes on earth, are utter strangers. Correspond- §
ing to this sensc of moral obligation, are the hopes end

joys of the children of evangelical virtue, and the re-
morse, terror and forebodings of the votaries of vice.
“ That which thus struggles within the jaws of death,

must be immortal,” was the involuntary confession of
one who lived an infidel; and how often has the good

man triumphed, in hope of immortal glory !

‘Notwithstanding the intimations which we have of :

immortality, from the constitution of mind, and the
principles of the Divine government, we must rest our
certeinty of the truth of it upon the testimony of God,

contained in his word. To this let us briefly advert.

~ That the soul, when the body dies, does not cease to

live, appears from a great variety of scripture evidence,

manifesting itself in numerous forms. |
The reasoning of our Lord upon the following decla-
ration of Jehovah to Moses, proves the existence of the

soul in a separate state ; [am the God of Abraham, and |

the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.* TUpon
which our Redeemer reasons thus : God ¢s not the God
of the dead, but of the living ; yet he declared himself
to be the God of Abraham, hundreds of years, after that
patriarch had ceased to live among mortals ; he then
lived with God, though he resided no more in this
world, with men. His body died, but his soul survived.
'T'his was a sileucing reply to the infidel Sadducees, who,
like some in our own days, said, there vs neither angel
nor Speret.t  They denied the existence of the Spirit,
when separated from the body ; our Lord, by a fair de-
duction from a divine declaration, in opposition to them,
proves the separate existence of the spirit. Andif the
soul of Abraham, more than three hundred years after
* Exod, iii. 6. 16—~Mat. xxXii, 82.=—=t Apt. X¥Xiij. 28 .mwwt Mnt, x. 28,
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the death of his hody, lived, why may not the souls of
all others survive the dissolution of the hody?*

The freedomn of the soul from death is tanght, by our
Redeemer, in the following words ; Feor not them which
kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul.v Ths per-
secutor and the murderer raay kill the body, and if the
soul be material, or the result of organized matter, they
could kill it too ; but the fact here asserted, that when
they kill the body they cannot kill the soul, proves, at
least, that it dies not with the body. »

Again, in the parable of the rich man and Lazarus,
we are taught that the soul survives the death of the
body. That this is a parable, does not weaken the evi-
dence it contains in be'l)\alf of this truth. It was intend-
ed to convey instruction ; and, among other articles of
importance, we. are taught the separate existence of the
soul, and that it ithmediately enters into its destined
state. And ot came to pass that the beggar died, and
was carried by the Angels into Abraham’s bosom ; the
rich man also died, and was buried ; And tn hell he lifted
up his eyesbeangintorments.y, The bodies of bothwere as
insensible as the earth, to which they were consigned ;
but their souls survived the stroke that laid their bodies
low, and, immediately, they are described to be in very

| different states.

To a similar-conelusion we are cenducted by the fol-
lowing testimony; I saw under the altar the souls of
them that were slain for the ward of God, and for the
testimony which they held.§ By pagan persecution,
many of the witnesses of the Saviour’s cause were cut
off by a violent death ; the body, those monsters of cru-
clty could kill ; but the soul escaped to glory. ¢ Mr.
Lowman observes very well, that this representation
seems much to favour the immediate happiness of de-
parted saints, and hardly to consist with that uncomfort-
able opinion, the insensible state of departed souls, till
after the resurrection.”¥ ‘The souls of the martyrs
were under the altar, living in the enjoyment of the ben-
efits of the great sacrifice, and of the reconciliation with
God, which that sacrifice secured to believers.—The fifth

* See Nole, No. X, at the end of the work. : ;
Mat. x. 28 ——1Tzke xvi. 22,28, —{ Rev. vi. 9.w==—T Bp. Newion in loc.
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seal exhibits, in a safe state of conscious activity, the
souls of christians, immediately on their separation from,
the body; and accordingly, sets aside the idea of the
Materialists, that deatl affects the soul as well as the
body.”*

Another proof of the separate and conscious existence
of the soul, we find in the language of Paul, while. in an
elevated style, he describes the happy privileges of the
Hebrews, who were converted to the christian faith ; Ye
are come unto Mount Sion.——And to the Spirits of just
men made perfect.* ¢ This is a most decisive proof,
that the souls of believers enter into a state of perfect
happiness when they die, as far as this can consist with
being separated from their bodies.”f{ The Church of
God on earth, here denominated Sion, is connected with
that happy society in heaven, who, having come out of
great tribulation, their rébes being washed in the blood
of the Lamb, now stand perpetually before the throne of
God, and serve him in his temple ; these are the perfect
ones who shall neither hunger, nor thirst any more, and
from whose eyes every tear is wiped away by Emmanu-
el’s indulgent hand, Rev. vii. 14—17. To fellowship

witn this company the gospel invites the sinner, and into

communion with them he enters, when he, by faith, sub-

mits to the righteousness of God. He is then entitled to

be a partaker of the inheritance of the Saints in light.§

Let the reader, who still hesitates to believe the im-
mortality of the soul, attend to the record left us, by the
Apostle of the Gentiles, of his, and his fellow-sufferers
hopes and desires, in reference to a future state. JF¥e
hnow, that of our earthly house of this tabernacle were
dissolved, we have a brilding of God, an house not made
with hands eternal in the heavens. We are always con-
fident, knowing that, whilst we are at home in the body,
we are absent from the Lord-—uwe are willing rather to be
absent from the body and to be present with the Lord, I
am in a stravt betwixt two, kaveng a desire 1o depart and
to be with Christ, which us far better I This language
indicates a distinguishing privilege, desired with an ar-
dour of no common degree ; this privilege is the immedi-

* M’Leod on the Revelation.«—t Heb. xii. 22, 28.——f Scott,——§ Col, i. 12.
' “ﬂ- z CO!'- \ £ 1. 6' 80 Phil- io 230

[

l.

59

ate and gracious presence of the Lord Jesus Christ, riot
in the ordinances of his grace upon earth, for that was
already enjoyed ; but in the buslding of God, that house
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. A confi-
dence is expressed of obtaining this high privilege, and
we are informed, that one circumstance alone excluded
them from the object of their desires, and realization of
all their hopes ; this circumstance was their connexion
with the hody, which is designated by the earthly house
of this tabernacle; when that tabernacle should be dis-
solved, when they should be separated from the body,
then would they be present with the Lord. Than this, no
language can be more explicitly probatory of the subject
in dispute. It puts to silence every opposing hypothesis,
and gives confidence to the good man, who longs for
immortal felicity. It.is hoped none will suggest the ab-
surd idea, that our Apostle, wearied out with the toils of
life, and hostility of wicked men, sought a refuge from
those ills, in the sullen regions of unconscious existence.
Is this what he means by the presence of the Lord ? Is
this state of gloom, what he intends by the building of
God, the house ¢t made with hands, eternal in the
heavens? No such thing. Independent of the strong
and expressive style employed in this scripture, we can-
not believe that this active, and ardently zealous Apos-
tle of the Saviour, who, with fervour, loved his Master’s
cause, would esteem it gain, so ignobly to leave the glo-
rious contest, in which he had been engaged, and, for
ages, be willing to retire to the silent abodes of insensi-
bility. Had this soldier of the cross fallen so far from
the vastness of his designs, as to be satisfied to become
the companion and prey of worms, rather than, under
the banner of the cross, “ contend for the faith once de-
livered to the Saints,” and thus glorify his God, and
benefit the family of human-kind ? Whatever the mod-
ern advocates of materialism may think upon the sub-
ject, far other views occupied our Apostie’s mind ; hear
his language ; The time of my departure 1s at hand—
Henceforth there us laid up for me a croun of rightecuis-
ness which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give me at
that day—The crown is secured, it shall be given on the
day of his departure.

[
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The prayer of Stephen, while suffering under the
hands of cruel persecutors, is full in point.  Lord Jesus
receive my Spurit,* is his prayer. In which we see not
only a proof the Deity of Jesus, he being addressed by
-a dying martyr full of the Holy Ghost, as an object of
religious worship ; but also of the existence of the Spir-
it, when separated from its material tenement. The
force of this testimony cannot be evaded, by the sugges-
tion of the superior attainments of modern times in phy-
sical science, by which some pretend to have ascertained,
that matter and mind are the same ; for we are inform-
ed that he was full of the Holy Ghost, and 1t is intimat-
ed that his address to the Jews, and his prayer to his
Redeemer, were both dictated by that celestial Agent.
The candid inquirer will readily prefer this testimony of
the Spirit of God, to the unsupported conjectures of vis-
ionary theorists, or the confident assertions of presuming
infidelity. |

This evidence i1s corroborated by the occurrences, on
the day of the crucifixion of the Saviour of men—Fa-
ther, into thy hands I commend my Spurit: and having
savd thus, he gave up the ghost.t W hat was predicable of
our Lord, as respected the constitution of mere humani-
ty, is predicable of all men; for he was in all things
‘“ made like unto his brethren.” If he, then, had a
spirit which he yielded up, and committed to his Father
at his death, distinct from his body, so have his brethren,
like unto whom it behooved him to be made. Or, shall
we again be obliged to listen to the worse than idle con-
jecture, that he spake according to the vulgar apprehen-
sions of an illiterate age? or that he was mistaken? Let
those who fear not God, amuse themselves with such
dreams of impiety; but they are warned of the conse-
quences. God will not be mocked with impunity.

The assurance given to the penitent malefactor on the
cross, is an additional evidence upon this subject—Veri-
ly I say unto thee, To-day shall thou be with me in Para-
dise.}, 'T'hat day the body of Messiah was consigned to
the sepulchre, but his spirit, which he commended into
the hands of his Father, he was confident would be ad-
mitted inte the mansions of the blessed, and thither, he

* Acts. vii, 59—t Luke, xxiii. 46.——1 Luke, xxiii, 43.
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assured the dying penitent, his spint shonld alse go, asa |
monument of his power to save. Thus the righteous
when taken away from the exil to come, enter tnto peace ;
they shall rest in their beds, each one walking in /’:is up- |
rightness.* Soul and body shall be beyond the reach of
those, who would disturb their repose ; the body restsin
the grave from the toils of life, and the spirit, freed from
the burden of moral depravity, is still engaged in con-

scious activity ; each one shall walk in his uprightness.

The Spirit of man is considered as distinct from his
body by Solomon ; Then shall the dust return to the earth
as it was : and the Sperut shall return unto God who qave
it The Spirit of man is distinguished from that of the '
beast, the one goeth upward, the other descends *o the '
earth. | | |

To this doctrine I am aware that objections are made ;
it 1s not my design to fill my pages with an extensive ex-
amination of them, as I am persuaded those who cordial-
ly receive the testimony already adduced, will not be
disposed to assign much weight to such brutalizing
cavils, equally hostile to the truth of God, as degrading -
to the dignity of man. To the following, I briefly ad-
vert—
Obj. 1.—Man has not immortality ; for God alone is -
said to haveit. 1 Tim. vi. 16.

Reply 1.—God hasit independently, and necessarily ;
in which respects no creature can possessit. |

2. Creatures may have a communicated immortality ;
thus it is our duty to ““seek for glory and honour, and
immortality ;” and at the resurrection of the just.
‘““ This mortal must put on immortality;” yet then it
will be true, as well as now, that God alone has immor-
tality, absolutely and independently.  As the communi-
cated immortality of the body, after the resurrection,
will not be at variance with the absolute immortality of
God, so neither is the present immortality of the soul, in-
consistent with the declaration that God alone has im-
mortality.

- Ob. 2. 1t 1s affirmed, that ‘‘ the dead are no more ;
that man and beast have one breath, so that a man hath

* Isa. lvii, 1, 2=t Eccles. xii, T,~=——1 Chap. iii. 21.
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no pre-eminence above a beast, as the one dieth, so dieth
the other.”*

Reply 1. These declarations are not to be understood
absolutely. The dead are indeed no more what they
once were, but they are not annihilated ; their bodies
moulder into dust, or enter into other forms ; the . spirits
go to their destined abodes. | ' |
- 2. The language employed in Eccles. iii. 16---20, is
“plainly a description of those who give themselves up to
sensual indulgencies. They, so far as sense ¢an discov-
er, live and die like the brute ; man, in these enjoyments,
has no pre-emincnce above the beast ; but, wkile this is
truc, as respects the body and mere sensual gratification,
the preacher teaches us that the case is different, very
" different, as respects the spirit—The spiret of the beast
goeth downward to the earth, that of man ascends, it re-
turneth unto God who gave it. If any shall, however,
contend, that there is, in no respect, any difference be-
tween the spirit of man and that of the beast, so far as
he is concerned, I shail not dispute the fact, but shall
leave him to enjoy his brutal triumph.

The man who attends to the operations of his own
mind, and submits his faith to the instruction of the Book
of God, with disgust must turn away from such brutali-
zing doctrine. Independent of scriptural revelation, the
immortality of the soul is rendered probable. * That it
1s immortal,” said a great man,t upon his death-bed,
‘“ that it 1¥ immortal I am convinced, the existence of the
Deity is a proof that spirit exists, why not then the soul
of man? and if such an essence as the soul exists by its
nature, it may exist for ever. 1 should have believed in
the immortality of the soul, though christianity had never
existed ; but how it acts separated from the body, is be-
yond my capacity to judge.” ' What reason made proba-
ble, revelation renders certain; Life and immortality are
brought to liyht by the guspel. The good man hears a
voice from heaven declare ; Blessed are the dead that dve
in the Lord. He trembles at the thought of separation,
even for a day, from the active service, and holy com-
munion of the blessed Cod ; vet, under the influence of
the spitit of grace, he desires to depart. He knows he

* Fccles. iii. 19, &c.——1 C. J. Fox.

R e e v wm e e

shall enter immediately upon a higher state of being,
and therefore esteemsit, gain to die. To the wicked,
death is the king of terrors, he is conscious of guilt, and
dreads the idea of immortal existence. As he chose to
live a brutal life, so will he desire, in death, to be the
companion of brutal herds.

‘“ What is that dreadful wish ? The dying groan
Of nature, murder’d by the blackest guilt.
A monstrous wish, unborn till virtue dies.”—Yovuna.

Let not the thoughtless sinner amuse himself, with the
vain idea of escaping from the hand of justice, by steal-
ing into a state of unconscious existence. It will be
found an idle dream. “MA4AN 1S accoUNTABLE —I
strengthen my argument with the testimony of an advo-
cate of religion and virtue, amiable, as he is known to be
learned and eloquent,—‘‘ MaN 1s AccouNtaBLE—MAN
1s 1MMORTAL. And the knowledge of this stamps value
on existence, and renders human action grand and aw-

ful. These truths announced, this world rises in impor-

tance. Its tramsitory scenes assume a more fearful as-
pect, and awaken a more solemn interest......A revela-
tion proceeding from God, sealed by a thousand martyr-
doms ; confirmed by a thousand prophecies ; demon-
strated by a thousand miracles, has put human specula-
tion at rest for ever, and settled, imperatively settled, ihe
question of man’s eternal destiny. Yes, you are now,

forming your characters and proiouncing your doom for

a duration that has no measure, because it has no
end !”*

el § 5 QRE—— ﬁ

CHAPTER V.
ON MAN'S MORAL STATE.

N
By the moral state of man, I understand the disposi-
tions of his mind, in reference to virtue and vice, and the
estimate to be formed of him, when his character is ex-
amined according to the law of his Creator. This esti-
mate, in the scale of moral excellency, when formed ac-
& Sec Dir. Nott's Address to the Graduates of Union College, 1811.
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cording to what he is, as destitute of the special influ-
ences of grace, must indeed be low. The wickedness of
man is too great to be denied ; the evidences of a mind
morally depraved, too numerous to admit of refutation,
While woes are found to accompany man, from the first
moment of his existence, through all the stages of life,
till its close ; while in all the relations into which he en-
ters, he perceives sorrows interwoven with their delights ;
while in asseciations the most congenial with human
wishes, and the most necessary for his improvement and
happiness, he dare not confide in his companions, unless
laws, most salutary, and formed by common consent, be
armed with a penal sanction, to guard against a violation
of the compact; while circumstances, such as these ex-
ist, not to dwell upon the dreadful, though necessary
forms, in whick penal ills appear, the evidence of human
depravity will be too clear to admit of denial. The in-
quirer after its existence, alas! when he retires within
the recesses of his own bosom, and accurately compares
the tenour of his dispositions, with what it ought to be,
will there have testimony, more than sufficient, to prove
that the heart s decestful above,all things, and desperately
wicked. But whence is this wickedness? Was man
created with those evil propensities at first? Or nas he,
since his creation, contracted this depravity? These in-
quiries are important ; and according to the sentiments
which we entertain, in respect to them, will be our esti-
mate of the Divine character, and our exertions in rela-
tion to reform. |

The revelation of God is explicit, in its discoveries,
upon those points. God made man upright ; formed
him after his own image, possessing a correct, and ex-
tensive knowledge of his re{)a.tions, obligations, and privi-
leges, together with a holy mind, the powers of which
were in the most perfect harmony of order. But man
transgressed, and God, being oftended, gave him overto

punis%ment—-—-with the first transgressor all his descend- .

ants fell. I am aware of the misrepresentations which
have been given of this subject, and the odious epithets
by which it has been described. These, to the sincere
inguirer, are no arguments, and, of course, produce no
conviction ; he leaves them to produce their effect on
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minds of lighter character, and who are more likely to
be pleased with shadows, than with what is real. He
knows, and he feels its importance, and therefore will
not pass it lightly over. The attention of my reader is
solicited, while I attempt to prove, that all mankind are
born into the world, morally depraved and guilty ; and
that this state of depravity and ¢uilt, is intimately con-
nected with the first transgression of Adam. 'Tu the
proof of these positions I devote two short sections,

SECTION 1.

ALL MANKIND ARE INTRODUCELD INTO THE WORLD,
MORALLY DEPRAVED AND GUILTY.

However contrary to the prejudices we entertain, this
humiliating doctrine may be, our opposition to matter of
fact will make it no better. It is n6 man’s interest to be
deceived ; a disagreeable truth had better be credited
than a delusion—a delusion which can, only for a little
time, conceal the truth. The great depravity of man-
kind has already been adverted to; this depravity is
uriversal. Where, or when lived the mere descendent
of Adam, to whom any could point, and say, there is an
example of perfect freedom from sin ; there is one, who
in unspotted holiness, has passed so far through life.
Such a character the sun has not beheld. The circum-
stances in which the various individuals of the human
family have been, are very different ; but however dif-
ferent their constitutionzl conformation ; the climate,
where they dwelt ; the example set before them ; the
systems according to which their education was direct-
ed ; we find, among them all, an agreement in one point ;
a disconformity to the perfect law, under which God
has placed them. The universal disconformity estab-
lishes the fact of a universal propensity to sin ; unless
it should be maintained, that an effect, universal, and
uniform 1in its appearance, in every age, is without an
adequate, correspondent cause. This will not be as-
serted. To an universal principle of depravity, as iis
proper cause, we trace this tendency. The dreadful-
ness of its nature appears in its powerful opposition to
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every mean of moral reform, devised by God or man.
Inattention to the beauties of moral order, insensibility to
the greatness and goodness of God, and stupid disregard
to their own eternal interests, are features of the moral
character of the great majority of those, who have the
gospel of the Son of Godin their hands, and who are
privileged daily with access to the institutions of his
grace. Did this depravity arise from inauspicious cir-
cumstances, and not from rature, nature too, tainted
with a principle of disregard to holiness, some happy
exetnpt, among the infinitely diversified variety of cir-
cumstances, would occasionally appear; but none such
does really appear. The cause of this universal diver-
gency from the perfection of rectitude, will be found
more deep and permanent, than in mere circumstances ;
it is in the degraded nature of man ; Al have sinned and
come short of the glory of God. 1here is none righteous,
no not ome. 'To evade the force of these remarks, it will
not avail to talk indefinitely, of this universal depravity,
arising from a perverse exercise of will; the whole
weight of this is removed, by examining whence it so
universally happens, that this faculty of the soul acts
perversely—It must flow from some perverse principle,
very closely connected with the mind of man.

The universal empire of death, proves the universali-
ty of the reign of sin—Sin hath reigned unto death.
The wages of sin s death.* What God, in an extend-
ed exercise of his sovereignty, muyht do, in furnishing the
innocent, we are not prepared to say; but all the rules
of government employed in the direction of his moral
empire, so far as we can observe, actually forhid us to
suppose, that he well inflict pain, upon any subject of his
government, that is perfectly pure and innocent. 1t is,
however, an appointment of heaven, that all men must
die, and appear before God in judgment. There is no
intimation in the whole book of God, that death, simply
considered, 1s ot a calamity, nor is there any intimation,
that calamities befall the innocent; Who ever perished
~being dnnocent? Or where were the righteous cut off 7
The fathber of the faithful, the aged friend of God,
Abraham, while pleading for Sedom’s preservation, ex-

* Bow. v. 24, and vi, 23.—— tJobiv. 7.
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pressed his confidence, that the judge of all the earth
would do right, that he would not slay the righteous
with the wicked ;* yet ye find death, as an overwhelming
flood, carries away generation after generation, the man
of hoary hairs, and the iifant of an%mur, and that often
with accompanying circumstances, which compel the
confession of moral depravity. |

The sufferings and death of infants have ever appear-
ed to me facts, most strikingly confirmatory of the doc-
trine of original sin. They are subjects of the divine
government, and, toward them, justice is to be exercis-
ed—They are in the hands of the Father of mercies, he
so orders his dispensations, respecting them, that in in-
fancy they suffer, frequently very exquisitely, and are of-
ten cut off by death. If they be innocent in the sight
of God, how comes it to pass, that with sinners they are
swallowed up? Why does the ruler of all not give charge
to the deep, and to the devouring flame, to spare those
innocents, against whom justice has no charge? How
comes it to pass that they, in common with others, are
the victims of superstitious idolatry, and of savage war.
In the city of Sedom, can we suppose there were not ten
infants ? The population, where crimes had become so
crying, must have been great, that infants were numer-
ous is not too much to presume ; yet, amongst them, ten
mnocents could not be found! Had they been there, for
their sakes, the city would have been spared. While
Sodom, with her sister cities of the piain, remains a
monument of God’s displeasure against sin, that monu-
ment will declare, that among the thousands of babes
which probably were there, ten, who were free from de-
pravity, could not be found. |

Whatever may be said of death, as it stands in rela-
tion to the arrangements of grace, in which relation it
shall be overruled to the good of the saints, it can never
in itself be considered as a blessing. The necessity for
its being overruled, proves it, in itself, an evil. .

Let the disputer of this world, then, approach the
couch of a dying infant, watch the progress of its disso-
lution, and mark the symptoms of its pains; pronounce
it perfectly innocent, and then, if he can, “justify the
___* Genesis xviii. 25.
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ways of God to man;” let him show that equity and
mercy are amply displayed, in the infliction of torturing
pains upon the expiring babe ! Death reigned, even over
them that had not sinned after the ssmilitude of Adam’s
tgansgressz’on.* They sinned not actually as Adam

id. .

It will not be understood, that this doctrine decides
upon what the final state of those infants shall be ; it on-
ly decides that they are sinners, and if grace does not
interpose, their latter end cannot be happy. But God is
gracious, and through a mediator he can consistently
pardon, and sanctify, and bless the guilty sinner. If
any, in the effusions of benevolence, shall assert, that all
infants, dying in infancy, are made perfectly blessed, I
shall never contradict him. I do not know but it is so.
But if it be so, ot ¢s through the grace of God in Chrust
Jesus ; and this, if conceded, at once establishes our
position. That salvation is through the grace of the Re-
deemer, the whole voice of scripture teaches us. Salva-
tion, by Jesus Christ, necessarily implies, that the saved
were previously in a ruined state. Jesus came not to
call the righteous, but sinners to repentance. He came to
save that which was lost. Does he save infants ? Is it
through his redemption that little children are admitted
into the kingdom of God? If so, without that redemp-
tion, they conld not have been admitted there ; they
were of course guilty, polluted, and unfit, by nature, for
heaven. Shall any have the hardihood to deny this?
Then, in contradiction to the testimony of God, it must
be shown, that there is another Saviour than Jesus, and
another way of acceptance with God, than through the
blcod of atonement. We ought. however, to believe
God rather than man ; Neither is there salvation in any
other : for there is none other name under heaven, gieen
among men, whereby we must be saved.t Is there one of
the human family admitted to the joys of heaven, who
cannot join in this celestial song? Thou wast slawn and
hast redeemed us to God by thy blood, out of every kin-
dred, and tongue, and people, and nation.”f, No ; not
one, but will most cordially unite in ascribing glory to
that grace, by which he is saved. This effectually over-

*RHrAam—wr—ti——FArte—ivr—49———+ Roor—ov—0
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tarns the whole fabric, of those who deny the doctrine of
original sin, as held by evangelical belicvers.  'I'hose,
who are innocent, need no redemption by Chnst ; infants
as well as others have redemption through his blood, and
are thereby proved to have been sinners ; for, Christ huth
suffered, the just for the unjust— He came into the world
lo save sauners—He shall save his people from their sins.*
The scriptures uniformly speak of two ways only, by
which mankind could ever expect salvation; upon the
footing of the law, or that of grace. The former is im-
possible ; for if salvation weve by the law, then Christ s
dead n vawn.t  Lxcept for sinners, Jesus did not appear
as a Saviour; In due time Christ died for the wngodly.

The foregoing considerations appear conclusive, to
prove that all, voung and old, are under sin ; but we have
yet farther evidence of this humbling trath. The ne-
cessity of a transformation of soul, in seripiture, denomi-
nated, regeneration, bcung born again, made rartakers of
the Divine nature, &c. in order to the enjoyment of Ged.
affords a striking proof of primitive depravity. The
uniform tenour of scripture leads us to consider mankind
as divided into two parties; one of these, we find, dis-
tinguished by what they are, according to nature; the
other, by what grace has done for them. The forms of
expression, 1 which these descriptions are given, are va-
rious, and often figurative; the doctrines taught are,
however, very plain; so plain ithat he who runs may
read.

'The remarkable interview between our T.ord and
Nicodemus, recorded in the 8rd chap. of Joha's gospel,
unfolds to us this truth, a truth too little understood by
many who talk much about it; Excepta man be borw
agan, or be born from above, he cunnot sec the kingduvm
of God. 'This he afterwards explaing, by being borie o f
the Spirit.  He instrocts us to beheve, that it is not the
one who is born 1nto the world, according to the order of
nature, thut can be admitted to heavenly glorv.  This is
only being born of the flesk, and that which 1s born of i
flesh is flesh—and flesh and bleod canndct inherit the king-
dom of God.}, 'The amount of all this i, that every
one, by nature, is morally carnal and depraved, that, in

% 4 Petiti18—1 Tirs it iemeMate 10 eort Cinl 5121 5504 et d Car e RO
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this state, none can see God in merey ; that, as they
have borne the image of the earthly Adam, so they must
also bear the image of the heavenly; in one word, the
necessity for the implantation of principles of virtue and
holiness, in the beart, is asserted, in order to the forma-
tion of a'new character, conformable to the will of God ;
without which implantation of a divine principle, none
can have the character of the true christian.

The above change, is that which is intended by the
washing of regeneration, and is effected by the renewing
mfluence of the Hely Ghost.* 1t is the same with put-
ting on the new man, which is accompanied with the put-
ting off the old man which is corrupt.t The subject of
this change becomes renewed in the spirit of his mind,
and is made partaker of a diwine nature. Thus he be-
comes a new creafure, Rom. xii. 2.—2 Pet. 1. 4.—2
Cor. v. 17. None is in a state of salvation except he be
en Christ, for there is not salvation e any other ; none is
i Christ unless he be born again—If any man be n
Christ he s a new creature. Are any of the children of
men in Christ, while in infancy ? If we reply to this in
the affirmative, then must those infants be new creatures,
born firom above, created anew in Christ Jesus, delivered
from the old man, which is corrupt ; all things as re-
- spects their spiritual state, having become new. If the
oracles of heaven distinctly teach any truth, it is this,
that we ave, by nature, cheldren of wrath [,

The assertion with which I closed the foregoing para-
“graph is scriptural, and its truth is illustrated by the ad-
ditional testimonies which follow. These I purpose only
to quote leaving them to my reader, as subjects of me-
ditation, without attempting much illustration of my own.

Adam begat a son in ks own likeness, after his im-
age-~-Adam lost the image after which he was creat-
ed, and now being a sinner, the fruit of his body is like
himself.  And God saw that the wickedness of man was
qgreat in the eorth, and that every vmagination of the
thoughts of his heart was only evel continually.§ The
testimony of God is, that the smagination of man’s heart
es evdl from his youth. 4 'The expression, from his youth,

Tt dilL §oemeet Eph iv. 22, 24 i Eph. i, S.me—) Gen, v doand vie 0
T Gen. viii. 21,

means from infancy ; compare the original word with
Exod. x. 9. We will go with our young. Moses intended
that infants, as well as the aged should leave Egypt.
Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean ? Not
one.*  God’s decision respecting mankind, is ; They are
altogether become filthy. The affirmation of Job just
cited, this being so, is full of force, to which add ; What
18 man tiat he should be clean ? and he whick is born of a
woman, that he shouwld be righteous? Hear the Psalmist
trace the streams of actual transgression, to the fountain
of original depravity ; Behold I was shapen in inigquity ;
and in sin did my mother concewe me.* This was not
peculiar to David ; itis aflirmed of all; The wicked are
estranged from the womb : they go astray as soon as the

be born, speaking lies. ], Thus it appears, that the heart
18 deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked. Jer.
xvil. 9. Therefore, out «f the heart proceed evil thoughts,
murders, &c. Mat xv. 19. It cannot be otherwise;
Because the carnal mind is enmity against God. Rom.
viii. 7. And all have this carnal mind who are not re-
newed by the spirit of grace; for that which vs born of the

flesh z'sfﬂesh ; and thus it is, that we are by nature chil-

dren of wrath.§ Hence also is justified the saying of
the wise man ; Foolishness is bound in the heart of a
child. 9 From this proceeds that frowardness of charac-
ter, by which he is described ; The way of man s fro-
ward and strange.— The heart .f the sons of men vs full
of evil, and madness s in their heart while they live.||

To anticipate ob%ection, I beg leave to offer a remark
upon the terms flesh and carnal mind. It is not the de-
sign of our Lord, when he says, that which ¢s born of the
flesh vs flesh, to inform us, that they who are born of hu-
man beings are human beings, this wéuld have been
impertinent. The acceptation of the term flesh is obvi-
ous ; it is man’s corrupt nature, as he is a sinner, op-
posed to God ; hence to walk after the flesh is to follow
the course dictated by a sinful disposition—In me, that
18+ muy flesh, dwedeth no good thing, that is, in my sin-
ful sature, as such, is nothing holy. 'The excommuni-
cated person* was delivered to Satan; the end was,

* Job xiv. 4 and xv. 14.-—~4Psal. li. 5.——1 Psal. Iviii, 3.—{ John iii 6—Eph.
i, 8. Prov, x%ii. 153~ Prov. xxi. 8—Fcel. ix. Sommmm a1 Cor. v, 5
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that the flesh might be destroyed; that is, that his sinful
dispositions being vemoved, his spirit might be saved.
Thus by being flesh, as born of it, is te be understood
the inheriting by birth, a sinful and morally lefiled na-
ture ; Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean ?
Not one. Thus it will appear, that the carnal nund is
one, under the influence of sin, leading it to eternal
death ; for to be carnally minded s death, while to be
speritually minded os life and peace. ,

Thus the universal sinfulness of man, appears from
matter of fact, as furnished by observation. A propen-
sity to this 1s discovered in the earliest indications of
character, and, as reason dawns, this propensity deve-
lopes itself, often in dreadful acts of depravity ; and that
in defiance of example, warnings, iustructions, and con-
victions to the contrary. This we refer, as to its proper
cause, to an inbora principie of moral turpitude. This
principle of deformity involves in guilt its subject ; hence
disease and other woes prevail, and ultimately death tri-
umphs over all ages and descriptions of human-kind.
Such is the nature of human crimes and human guilt,
that there is no deliverance, bui threugh the redeeming
blood of the Son of God; and such our feebleness,
through the influence of spiritual disease, that, without
the reviving influence of the Spirit of God, we can have
no part in the redemption of his Sen ; No man can come
unto me, except the Father, who hath sent me, draw him.
All this melancholy description, 1s confirmed by the am-
ple testimony of the word of God, a smali, and only a
small portion of which, has been selected from the abun-
dance that the sacred volume affords. The conclusion
to be drawn from the whole is, that man is by nature
sinful, and that without the aids of the grace of God, be-
stowed through the Mediator, he can do nothing good
and acceptable before his Maker; An ew! trce cannot

bring forth good fruat.
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SECTION 11I.

AfAN ’S SZ’A"I E OF DEPRAVI T;Y. AND GUILT, IS INTIMATELY
CONNECTED WITH THE FIRST TRANSGRESSION OF ADAM.

Guilt is the obligation, under which the sinner lies. tc
sufTer.pumshment. - Where there is sin, there must also
be guilt. Tn the foregoing section, our chief attention
has been turned io the depravity of the human family ;
this depravity exposes its subject to a correspondent
punishment. The human famigy,_by reason of their de-
scent from a corrupt ancestor, inherit a nature marally
defiled ; and that ancestor being their legal representa-
‘tive, all his acts, while employed in that character, are
to be accounted theirs. By Adam’s first transgression

- o fountain of pollution was opened, the streams of which

not only defiled the whole of his own nature. byt like-
wise spread themselves over the whole extent of his
race, ‘descending from him by ordinary generation.”
That act, by which the friendly relations, subsisting be-
tween him and his God, were broken off, in virtue of his
representative character, in its legal connexion, belones
to his posterity ; that is, on account of it they are lia‘btie
to punishment. We shall now examine the evidence of
the representative relation in which Adam stood to hjs
posterity. 'We are authorized to consider the original
parent of mankind, standing in the place of his descend-
ants, as a public person, from what God is represented
as seying to him, in which evidently, with Limself, al}
his posterity is included. 4nd God blessed them,and God
said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish
the earth, and subdue ot ; and have dominion over the
Jish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and cver
every living thing that moveth upon the earth.* Had
this command to multiply and replenish the earth with
inhabitants, by which marriage is authorized, respect to
Adam and Eve only, or to them and their posterity ? In
virtue of this order, addressed to the original pair, are
not their descendants authorized to enter into the mat.
rimonial relation? Then, certainly, what was thus said
to the first of human-kind, respected their posterity, not
* Gen. i. 28,
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less than themselves, To this add, what is said in the
grant of dominion over all things, in this lower world,
and the right to use the fruits of the earth as food ; 1 ask,
was Adam and his wife alone included in this grant, or,
with them, did it extend to their children, in all genera-
tions. Without doubt to their children in all ages. In the
sentence passed upon the woman was she alone, or she
and all her daughters, who should be mothers, included?
Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy scr-
row and thy conception ; n sorr-w shalt thou bring forth
children.*  Experience teaches that God contemplated,
with Eve, her daughters. The same conclusion is ob-
vious from what wus said to Adam, Cursed s the ground
Jor thy sake ; tn sorrow shalt thow eat of ot all the days
of thy life ; thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to
thee—In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread—dust
thou art and unto dust thou shalt returnt Who are n-
volved in all that is here spoken? Who eats bread in
sorrow ? Who returns to the dust? For whose sake is
the earth cursed ? The history of the world sufficiently
answers these queries. Adam is immediately nddressed ;
but his posterity is also intended. Facts verify this ;
the sorrows of life, the barrenness or infertility of the
earth, the universality of death, «11 conspire to designate
the sons of men, as involved in those sentences of woe.
These remarks prepare the way for a w:ore direct consid-
eration of the represeatative charzcter of Adam. Of
this we have evidence, in the penalty annexed to that
positive law, under which he was placed. In the day
that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.T Was his
posterity included in what has been already considered
as spoken to Adam? Why not in this ? Has not that de-
claration, dust thou art, and unto dust thouw shalt return,
its foundation in the penal sanction under consideration ?
If the one relates to the first man and his posterity, so
does the other. This also implies a promise of life ; for

had he obeyed, he would have lived in perfect freedom

from all the numerous ills, to which he was subjected ;
the same may be said of his descendants.

Subsequent parts of divine revelation cast on this sub-
ject additional light. In Adam all die.§ Here we have

* Geen. iii, 46—t Gen, iii, 1T=~19,eemm} Gen, ii, 17.——=¢ 1 Cor. xv, 27.
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proof of his representative character. It has been al-
ready made evident, that death is a punishment, the
apostle declares that all die, and he shews in or by
whom ; it is ¢n Adam. How did Adam come to die?
Certainly because of his sin ; but én or with him all died,
their and his death has the same procuring canse, oth-
erwise they could not. in truth, be said to die with him,
that is, in or by or with him, to have thesr death insured,
as much as was his own. o o

The view of the subject is strengthened, by the testi-
mony of the apostle, in Rom. v. 12, &c. By one man
sin entered into the world, and death by sin ; and so death
passed upon all men, for that all have sinned. Thus it
1s affirmed—1. That death hath passed upon all men ;
that is, the sentence of death has passed, and the execu-
tion ghall pass upon all in due time ; this sentence is
implied in the declarations of God to man, In the day
thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die; and unto dust
thou shalt return. 2. That this death passed upon all,
by reason of Adam’s sin; By one man sin entered——and
death by sin. 3. That this passing of death upon all is

- just; for that, or because all have sinned, that is, all have

sinned in the one man, by whom sin entered into the
world, and on account of that sin, the sentence of death
passed upon all men. That no duubt may remain upon
the mind, that this is the case, the same idea is repeated,
in various forms of expression ; thus in ver. 15, it is as-
serted, Through the offence of one many be dead—and
in the following verses we read, The judgmen: was by
ONE to condemnation— By oNE MAN’s offence death reign
ed— By the offence of oNg judgment came upon all men
to condemnation—By one man's disobedience many were
made sinners—Thus, by one man, sin hath reigned unto
death. It seems impossible to employ language that
would more forcibly prove the truth, that the first man
stood as the representative of his posterity. If he did
not stand to them in this relation, where is the justice,
on account of, ur by his one offence, of causing judg:ment
to come upon all men to condemnation? 1t Adam stood
not our representative, how, by his disobedience, can
many be made sinners? And, if mankind by this act of
his, as their public head, were not chargeable with guilt,
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how, in the name of all that bears the semblance of jus-

tice, could the God of equity allow, that, by one man’s

offence, death should reign? The apostle’s expression in
ver. 14, is remarkable; Death reigned from Adam to
Mbses, even over them that had not sinned after the simali-
tude of Adam’s transgression—This declaration gives
weight to the preceding view of this subject. Inall ages
sin has been in the world, and death its inseparable com-
panion; it reigned, from Adam to Moses, over those
abandoned sinners, who, after the similitude of Adam’s
transgression, actually trampled upon the authority of
the Supreme Lawgiver; but it reigned not over such
alone, it even reigned over them who senned not after the
similitude of Adam’s transgression ; and who were they
who did not thus actually sin? Certainly infants are in-

tended ; for over them, in its usual modes, death had

prevailed, as well as in its more awful forms, when, by
the universal deluge, the conflagrations of Sodom, and
such like means, it reigned over so many who were inca-
pable of actual sin, committed in their own proper per-
sons. 'Thi~ ~eign of death, even over them, was by one
man’s off cave, the first offence of Adam, for he is the one
intended. : ‘

To the candid, we would hope, these observations,
and the extensive train of reflections to which they are
calculated to give rise, would be sufficient, to establish
the fact, of the first man sustaining the character of the
representative of all his race. The truth of the position,
however, is farther confirmed, by adverting to the paral-
lel instituted between Adam and Jesus Christ ; the of-
fence of the one is set in contrast with the righteousness of
the other ; the obedience of Jesus is set in ‘opposition to
the disobedience of Adam ; we have death by the one, by
the other life.* It is as evident that misery comes upon
men through the sin of Adam, as that feticity flows to
us through the righteousness of the Mediator ; and it is
no less obvious, that the one is a represcntative, as well
as the other. -

The first of mankind was constituted the representa-
tive of his descendants, according to a divine appoint-
ment. This has been usually denominated a covenant ;

* Rem. v. 1519,—~1 Cor. xv. 22,

B S TR AT SIS L e, O SRR S g AR S o e e L . T T e T o ik oL

77

but, however, proper this denomination, it must be ex-
pected, that this divine arrangement wanted some of
those circumstances, which generally accompany such.
transactions among men. The absence of these circum-
stances gives occasion to quibblers, very unfairly indeed,
to oppose the thing in substance. Tke substance of a
covenant we have, in the transaction between God and
Adam, we have distinct parties, an express penalty,
and an implied promise of good, and the condition, up-
on which, this gnod was to be expected ; and to t}ge
whole a mutual consent. This is a covenant.

It is implied in the representative character of Adam,
which has been already considered ; for, if he was a
representative, he must have been so by some constitu-
tion ; that constitution, by what name soever it may be
called, will be found to embrace every essential princi-
ple of a covenant. - - o

- That a covenant arrangement was made with Adam,
is not only implied in facts and in principles of religion,
but is matter of express testimony. I shall not insist at
present on the declaration of the apostle, Gal. iv. 24,
These are the two covenants—from which divines, of ne
mean name, have argued to prove the existence of a
covenant made with Adam, which, however, being vio-
lated by transgression, srcures nothing now to those who

are under it, but bondage ; for the sin, the guilt incur-

red in transgressing it, Aath reigned unto death. We
have a testimony more explicit ; They like Adam: have
transgressed the corenant—*‘ Qur translators set the word
Adam on the margin. But in Job xxxi. 33, they trans-
late the very same word, as Adam. This word occurs
but three times in scripture, and still in the same sense.

This is the proper and literal sense of the word : it is so

read by several, and is certainly the meaning of it.”*

If apostate Israel, like Adam, broke covenant with
God, then must Adam have been under a covenant ob-
ligation, otherwise he could not have violated it. The
whole of this corresponds with the discoveries made to
us, respecting the only ways, in which it was ever possi-
ple for man to be saved—The tenour of the old establish-
ment made with Adam was, The man that docth these

# Boston on the Cov. of works.
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things shall live by them.* By this plan, salvation for
man, is now impossible ; for by the deeds of the law
there shall no flesh be justified in his sightt  Salvation is
now attainable, only through the blood of the everlasting
covenant. : |

[ shall close this section by offering a few very brief
remarks, on two or three objections against the doctrine

of man’s moral state, as represented in the preceding

pages, which are very frequently made by the unthink-
ing part of mankind—TIt is objected,

1. That it is unjust for one to suffer for another’s sin ;
Every one shall die for his own iniquity. o

“Reply 1. So far as mankind are considered individual-
ly, and their transactions merely personal, it is admitted
that one shall not bear the sin of ancther; among man
kind there 1s ro dispute on this principle. :

2. Wherever a representative connexion is establish-
ed, the acts of the representative, in that character, are
not to be cousidered as his own, any farther than he is a
component part of the body represented. He and the
represented are ever considered as a moral person ; his
acts are theirs, and upon this principle, a principle that
enters into the very constitution of society, and hastits
origin in the social constitution of man, the great ma-
jority of our most important affairs, in this world, is
transacted. But it is objected

II. That we cannot reasonably suppose any arrange-
ment made by a good, wise and just God, suspending
the eternal welfare of the human race, upon the acts of
any individual ; much less upon the conduct of an indi-
vidual who, he knew, would sin.

Reply 1. God has so constituted mankind, as is inti-
mated above, that business, very important and interest-
g to them, must be managed by rcpresentatives; yet
the creator foresaw, at the same time he thus constituted
mankind, that much perfidy and abuse of trust would
take place among men, often involving individuals and
n:tions in awful distress.  Such a fact as this can imply
no charge, against the order God has seen proper to es-
tablish for transacting human affairs ; and as little cause
of complaint is furnished, by such an arrangement as

L Rom- X. 50""“"* Romc iiil QO*
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that which we contend was made with Adam, as our
public head. It was only a particular application of the
same general principle, by which God directs the gov-
ernment of the affairs of men. |

2. It is vain to surmise and dispute against stubborn
matters of fact; our world is replete with sin and
wretchedness; we are informed that this state of sin was
introduced by one man, Adam, and that by his one of-

Jence, yudgment caine upon all men to condemnation. By

one man's disobedience many were made sinners. Men
mgy dispute, but their disputations cannot change the
nature of things.” Death has reigned, and will reign,
and prove by t%at very fact, that all over whom it does
reign are sinners. |

3. The objection is as forcible against the creation of
any man, as against the establishment of such a cove-
nant representation, as that in which we believe : God
foresaw that all men would sin, as perfectly as he fore-
saw that Adam would transgress.- The cavils of the
atheist against the perfections of Deity, because of ex-
isting evils, are as reasonable, as the impertinent quib-
bles of the disputer against this covenant of God with
man.

IIT. It is objected, that it is absurd to suppose that God
would create an unholy being, and equally shocking to
suppose the guilt of another imputed to one that is holy;
every one therefore is born upright and free from guilt.

Reply 1. It would indeed be opposite to all ideas |

which we can form of the Divine excellency, to suppose,
that God infuses into any creature immoral principles ;
but ther2 1s nothing absurd in supposing, that God pre-
serves the lives of sinners ; noris it absurd to suppose,
that in his providence, every living creature should gene-
rate its kind. Sinful Addam begat a son in his own like-
ness. 'This is indeed the order of the God 7+ nature.

2. We have already proved that Adam and his family,
are not to be considered as separated in this business;
the guilt of his first sin lies upon the whole moral person,
as that person was represented by him ; nor are we to
consider the depravity of n.ture, and liableness to pun-
ishment ever separated. 'Which has the precedency, in
orde. of nature is, perhbaps, -not worth while to inquire.
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Wherever there is depravity we shall find guilt, and,
‘without being depraved, none shall ever be punished ; the
judge of all the earth will do right, After what hax
been said, I trust it is unnecessary to offer any thing
more, in opposition to the latter part of the objection.
Let the universal perverseness of mankind, and the suf-
ferings of those who have not sinned afier the ssmelitrie Q{
Adam’s transgression, be the refutation of all suc
heresy. | |

Th?ﬂs we h:.ve seen the appomtment of Adam, to be
the public head and representative of his posterity.
We Eave traced the evidence of his woful lapse, and
with him all his children appear involved m guilt.
By one man sin entered into the world, and it has reigned
unto death. Such is the moral state of man.* Itis
now time that we should turn, and inquire after the
means of deliverance. This conducts us to another

chapter.

CHAPTER VL
ON THE ATONEMENT OF CHRIST.

SECTION 1.
THE NATURE AND NECESSITY OF THE ATONEMENT

How can man be justified with God*t 'To this query
of the Shuhite, human reason has failed in giving any
satisfactory reply. The gospel alone furnishes correct
information on this important point. Yet vain man bu-
sies himself to discover some other mode of acceptance
with God, than through the atonement of Jesus. What-
ever mitigation the crime cf neathens may admit of, i
employing their rites, not being acquainted with the pro-
visions of grace, those who are placed under an economy
of salvation, are excluded from a right to their apology.
Correct views of the doctrine of the atenement are of

* See Note, No. X1, at the end of the worl.
t Job xxv. &

the last importance, according to the opinions we form of
its nature and necessity, will be the degree of our reli-

- ance upon it, and the influence produced by it, upon

our tempers and lives. It is to be regretted, that since
all who assume the christian name, admit into their re-
spective systems, nominally, the doctrine of redemption
or atoneinent, many of them are found really to oppose
it, in its scriptural aeceptation. The outlines of what
the scriptures teach on the subject, will be found in the
following pages, to which the reader’s attention is re-
quested. SR
- In order correctly to understand the doctrine of the
atonement, we must recollect that it is made by a medi-
ator, properly qualified for the important work of medi-
ation. 'The necessity for such a character, and such a
work, supposes the guilt of man ; while the original pa-
rent of mankind, in freedom from moral evil, enjoyed
the delightful scenes of Paradise, there wss no necessity
for a mediator. The countraction of guilt gave occasion
to the work of mediation. God, as the lover of holiness
and vindicator of moral order, cannot entertain with ap-
probation the violator of his law, nor treat with kindness
the enemy of rectitude ; The wages of sin, by his award,
ts death. 'That the sinner may live,. reconciliation be-
tween him as the offender, and God, who is offended,
must be effected. Revelation declares, and reason as-
sents to the declaration, that this accommodation must
take place, through the intervention of a mediator.
This personage must be properly qualified ; it is requi-
site that heesiould be duly concerned for the great in-
terests of each contending party; that he should be free
from every species of crime ; that his dignity, personal
or acquired, be such as to command the respect of the
party offended ; and that in the proposed work he be
approved. All these gualifications meet in the one
Mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.
He s holy ; his dignity is equal with that of the Father;
and he is the chosen of the Father for this purpose ;
Behoid, says he, mine elect, in whom my soul delighteth.
In treating of this subject, it must still be kept in
view, that without the mediation of Jesus, there is no
access for sinners to God ; No snan coreth to the Father,
12
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But by me. We have an advocate with the Father, Jesus

o
-l
37,

Christ the righteous : and he is the propitiation for azgie_}/

sins. Through him we have access unto the Father.
Neither s there salvalion in any other. But having
proved the truth of his mediatory office, and, upon a
sure foundaticn, established the truth of the infinite dig-
nity of the Mediator’s person, the next important ques-
tion, respects that work of his, upon which our accept-
ance with God depends.

i shall not now detain you to examine that sentiment,
which resolves the whole business of the mission of the
Saviour, into an exhibition of tbe important doctrines of
natural religion, accompanied with an assurance of the
resurrection of the just. We believe as well as the uni-
tarian, that Jesus unfolded the principles of natural re-
ligion, and also confirmed those of supernatural revela-
tion ; but we believe this was not all he did ; ke was
wounded for our transgressions ; he became the author
of eternal redemption ; he ig the Saviour, the only Sav-
iour of his peopie. But by what acts does he justify the
appropriation of this lofty title to himself? He taught
indeed the will of God. ‘He shed beams of light on the
pages of nature’s book; but the title of Saviour, was
never given to a mere instructor, however famed. It is

employed in the sacred volume of inspiration, and was

understood, as well as employed, by the nations where
the disciples of Jesus resifsjed. But where is the writer,
4 . » . . .

inspired or profane, that ever applied it to him who only
trod the peaceful paths of science, or confined himself to
the exposition of morals? It was applied uniformly to
the hero. The man of valour, who, upon the field of
death, met and vanquished the oppressors of his coun-
try, brake the prison-doors, struck off the captive’s
chains, and declared them free, was, in the grategll ac-
claim of an emancipated peopie, pronounced a Saviour.
In this respect we are called to contemplate the captain
of our salvation, justifying the exclusive appropriation
of this title to himself—Besides me there is no Saviour.
In this character, behold him coming firom Edom, and
with dyed garments from Bozrah, glorious in his appar-
e, travelling in the greatness of hes strength, speaking in

* Jobu xiv, 6—1 Joba ii. 1, 2—Eph. ii. 1¢
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righteousness, and mighty to save. He spoled prinei-
palities and powers, ke made a shew of them openly, tri~
umphing over them in his cross.* It was cn the cross he
trinmphed over sin, there he procared an everlastizg
reghicousness for our redemption. The great werk of

Jesus was, to offer himself a propitiatory sacrifice for the

redemption of sinners. Man had sinned agrinst God ;
Deity would by no means clear the guilty ; Jesus offers

“himself unto God ; the design is to projiuate Jehovah,

that he may deal favourably with mar. This view of
the subject 1s justified, by the whole inspired account of
what Jesus has done. Examine the import of the fol.
lowing scriptures ; The son of man came to give his life
a ransom for many. My blood s shed for many, for the
remission of sins.t Whom God hath set forth to be a
opstiation—who was delivered for vur offences. In

4

pr
due tme Christ died for the ungodly—while we were

sinners, Christ died for us—Besng now justified by .

bloed, we shall be saved from wrath through him. For,
when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the
death of kis son.[, For he Aath made him to be stn fur
us, who knew no sin; that we nught be made the right-
eousness of God in him. Christ our passover ts sacrificed

Jor us—Christ died for our sims—we have redemption

through his blood—who gave himself a ransom for all—
He by himself purged our sins—Christ was once offered
to bear the sins of many— God lozed us, and seni hes Son
to be the propstiation for our sins—Ye were redeemed
with the precious blood of Christ.§ 1 have been thus
ample, in the quotation of these scriptures, that the rea-
der may see the importance attached to the sufferings
and death of Christ; and after duly considering these,
and parallel portions of the book of God, he will, with
the evangelical believer, not hesitate to admit, that the
great business of the Saviour was, to give his ife a ran-
som for many, by tasting death for every son who shall be
brought to glory. 5 o .
An important inquiry hence arises; how 1s it consist-
ent with perfect equity, that Jesus shox}ld thus suffer,
the just for the unjust, that he might bing us tv God?

¢ Tsa. Ixiii. 1—Col. ii. 15.——+t Mat. xx. 28 and xxvi, 28.——3} Rom. iii. 25, iv, 2.
v. 6—10.———3} 2 Cor. v. 2t—1 Cor. v. 7, and xv. 3—Eph. i. T—1 Tim. ii. 6.
Heb. i. 3, and ix. 28—1 Joh. iv. 10—1 Pet. i. 18, 19.
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The man, whose mind is subjected to the authority of
inspired truth, will not long remain in doubt as to the
reply. Jesus appeared under the guilt of his peopless
sins, that 1s, he was liable to suffer on account of their
transgressions ; he occupied their place, as their repre-
sentative. 'This is abundantly evident ; The Lord hath
lavd on him the iniquity of us all—Therefore his punish-
ment was just.  For the transgression of my people was

e e L

he stricken.* If neither chargeable in his own person, .

nor as a representative of transgressors, how could he,
on any principle of right, be punished ? In his own per-
son he was innocent, yet he was wounded, he was bruis-
ed, his soul was made an offering for sin ; it was, however,
for our sins. He was wounded For our transgressions ; he
was bruised For our iniquities ; the chastisement of our
peace was upon kim—He bare the sins of many—His own
self bare our sins in his own body on the tree.t He is the
Lambof God that toketh away the sins of the world, He
was made sin,or rather a sinoffering, for us.f. I ask, how
could Jesus take away sin, how could he be made sin, or a
sin offering, unless oursins, in some respect, were made his
own? The turpitude of sin covld never be his, nor was it
possible that our transgression, literally considered, could
be that of Jesus. The liableness to suffering, however,
might be transferred. This was transferred ; apon no
other ground could the sinner be saved ; the wages of
- & 15 death. If man escapes from this punishment, it
~must be by the transfer of it to his substitute ; the pun-
ishment itsclf cannot be justly transferred, without the
transfer of the obligation to suffer. This obligation to
endure ¢ne penalty of the law in case of transgression, is
what w: understand, in this discussion, by guilt. This
opens tc us the doctrine of imputation, and leads to
an expisnation of the doctrine of the imputation of sin
to Jesus Christ, as cur representative and mediator.
Neither sin nor righteousiess, nor any thing else, can
justly be imputed to a p:rson, except it be his, in the
sense in which it is imput:i to him.  How, then, did it
come, that Jesus, who was separate from sinners, was

* Isa. liii, 6, 8.wmmt Tan, liii. 5.—Heb. ix. 28.—1 Pe ., il. 24 ——1 John, i, 29.—
2 CO!‘ V. ‘}’.1. ‘
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obliged to suffer ? for it appears the cup of wrath could
not possibly pass from him, -

In answermg the query just now proposed, we are
conducted to a consideration of an arrangement, formed
in the counsels of the blessed Turee. This, in the re-
formation churches, has usually been denominated the
covenant of redemption, or the covenant of grace. A-
gainst this covenant, by those who love not the truth,
many bitter things have been spoken. It is the consola-
tion of the good man, that the foundation of God stan-
deth sure. However men may rage, that which God hath
settled shall remain. It seems impossible for any Bible-
believer to refuse the existence of such a transacticn.
Did Jesus the Son of Go¢, in our naturc, realiy suffer ?
Could he suffer, without being under an obligatior to clo
so? Was the guilt, on account of which he suffered
originally his own, or was it contracted by our sins? J¥
originally not his own, but ours, could it be made his,
without his consent, and his Father's will ? li assuming
this obligation, did not the Father and the Sen provose
the accomplishment ot an important end ? Was nui e
fulfilling of this obligation, by submitting to punishment,
the great mean of accomplishing that ead? Do we not

find then, an arrangement forme? between thosc. Di-
- vine persons ? Let the reader dem~nd from tie Socinian

or Unitarian a scriptural answer to the above queries,

“in succession, and the result will be the proof of a cov-
‘enant, which, because of the price of the Redeemer’s

blood, by which its blessings flow to man, is called @
covENANT of REDEMPTION ; and because of the unmerit-
ed kindness, in which the whole plan originated, snd
which also appears in conferring all its benelfits, is justly
denominated a covenant of grace. 'Why quibble about
words, when the ideas conveyed by them are clearly un-
derstood, and, at the same time, consonant to the word
of God? |

'Additional evidence of this arrangement we may find,
in this consideration, that, without it, there was no mer-
it in all the sufferings of the Son of God. A good be-
ing, and above all the blessed Deity, cannot be pleased
by mere suffering. YVhenever it is required by the Di-
vinity, it is for the accomplishment of some impertant
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purpose. Is there merit, then, in the sufferings and
death of Messiah? Yes, there is ; we have redemption
through his blood. 'T'hen, his were not mere unordered
sufferings ; they were inflicted and borne, in pursuance
of a grand design ; al! was according to plan. Unless
this consideration be kept in view, we can have no cor-
rect apprehensions of the merits of the Saviour’s death.

The authority of scripture allows the belief of this cov-
enant. Of Jesusit is said, He is the Mediator of a bet-
ler covenant—and was made swiety of a better testa-
ment.* The word translated testament is the same with
that rendered covenant, and, accordingly, might have
been construed, Surety of a better covenant. He is
then pronounced a surety—the surety of a covenant ; by
covenant he was so constituted, and in that.covenant, he
became surety for all that his people owed to the jusiice
of Deity. By this we are led to understand the rmport
of the apustle’s prayer—The Glod of peace, through the
blood of the cverlasting covenant, make you perfect. r—
And that linguage in the prophet ; By the blood of thy
covenant, I have sent forth thy prisoners out of the put
whercin 1s no water.], Here then, we have an everlast-
sng covenant, a surety of that covenant, engaged to re-
deem sinners, and by his blood, shed according to its
provisions, whence it has its denomination of the blood
of the covenant, he deliver: from misery, and makes per-
fect the saved. The same covenant is intended in the
following record— 'The counsel of peace shall be, or has
been, between them both.§ That is, between Jehovah
and the man whose nav-2 18 the Brancu, the builder of
the temple of the Lo, snd bearer of the glory. It was
in this covenant, upon his engaging to be the surety
thereof, that the promise of eternal life was made to Je-
ans, as tne head of ransomed men—In hope of cternal
hfe, which God, that cannoi lie, promised before the world
began.9l  Before the foundation of the vrorld, a promise
of eternal life was given; before the world began there
must have been a personage to whom Cod gave this
promise ; the promise was predicated upon Messiah’s
making his soul an offering jor sin, Ia this arrange-

* Heb, vii, 22. & viti, Gt F 200, xiii. 29, 21.——]Zach, ix. 11.—~—§Zach. vi. 13.
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ment we have all the cssentials of a covenant. And it is
snitable, that, as misery overflowed the human race, by
the breach of a covenant, so blessings, through the ful-
filling of the terms of another, should descend upon
man ; accordingly Jesus is given for a covenant of the

people. |

But was it necessary that atonement should be made,
in order to open a channel, in which mercy might flow to
fallen man? Could not God, by an absolute act, have
pardoned sinners ? In speaking of what is possible or
impossible with God, it becomes mortals to speak with
caution. It might satisfy all, in this case, that God has
been pleascd to save none, but through the blood of the
everlasting covenant, And indeed, it will not be an easy
task to overturn those reasouns, adduced to prove that,
consistently with his own perfections, God could not
have passed by sin with impunity. T'o consider God in-
different to the violations of his law, or favourable,
without a proper expression of displeasure, to thosc
chargable with such atrocity, is not duly to apprehend
the chnracter of the world’s Ruler and Judge. |

The fact, that the Father of mercies spared not his own
Son, when standing in the place of sinners, loudly
speaks the necessity of his punishing sin. His word
was pledged, and gave assurance, that the soul that sin-
ned should die. He is necessa~ily good and holy. That
he, from the perfectica of his nature, should treat with
kindness a holy and good being, is reasonable to sup-
pose ; nor does it appear unreasonable to admit, that the
samné essential perfection of nature, should render it ne-
cessary, to treat the sinner as he deserves. These ideas
when followed in their various coniexions, to do
which is not at present my intention, furnish strong evi=
dence cf the awful, and necessary claims of justice.*

{n taking a retrospective view of ~~hat has now been
advanced, we shall ascertair: the proper idea of atone-
ment. Man has appeared & ruined sinner, unable to
relieve himself, whilst Ged declares he will by no means
acquit the guilty ; the Mediator, constituted v~luntarily,
by the appointment of the Father, according t- covenant
arrangement, interposes to take away sin, by the sacri-

¥ See Note, No. XTI, ot the end of the vork.
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fice of himself'; und thus effect a reconciliation between
God and men.  Accordingly the page of inspiration in-
forms us, that he was appointed, to make reconciliation

Jor the sens of the people ; and that, while we were yet

enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his
Son.* Jesus by his death propitiated, by fulfilling the
demands of justice, the Divinity, and thus secured, ac-
cording to the promise of the covenant, those sacred in-
fluences, by which the sinner’s enmity agajnst God shali
be removed, and the alienated parties be {)rought' into a
state of reconciliation. Thus we see two points neces-
sary to be accomplished, in order to a state of peace be-
tween sinners, and the Supreme Rauler of the world ; the
turning away of that wrath which is revealed against
the sins of men, and the removal of the depravity of the
human heart.
the Redeemer’s blood ; the latter by that purifying grace,
which is given us on behalf of Christ. Any one of these
two parts, separated from the other, would be of no avail.
Both are secured by Jesus, and therefore the atonement
1s complete. In that celestial plan of grace, according
to which God administers his favours to man, is fixed the
times for completing his gracious designs to the individu-
al objects of his love.

SECTION 1I.

THE EXTENT OF THE ATONEMENT—O0BJECTIONS,

The value of the atonement is confessed by the saint
on earth, and its glories are celebrated in the songs of
heaven.  Thou hast redeemed us by thy blood, is a de-
lightful portion of that celestial hymn, in singing which
the natious of the saved unite. Its unspeakable value no
christian can attempt to depreciate. But alas ! even
among the saved of the Lord, when we come to details,
what diversity of sentiment here prevails ! All christians
indeed agree in the general nature of the atonement, and
confess its fitness, if not its absolute necessity. In this
agreement and confession, they unite against the Socin-
lan and the infidel, who oppose, with vehemence, the

* Heb. ii. 17—Rom. v. 0. ‘

The former is effected by the ransom of
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whole sysicm of atonement by expiatory sacrifice. But
for whom was atonement made? A knowledge of what
the oracles of truth teach, in answer to this question,
appears requisite in order to a correct understanding of
the general doctrine. There is, probably, no reader of
this essay, who knows not that cpinions very different,
are entertained as to the extent of the redemption of
Christ ; some contending that it is universal, while oth-
ers suppose they perceive sufficient evidence that it is
limited. None indeed can doubt, that the houndless
grace of our redeeruing God, had such been his pleas-
ure, was adequate to the redemption of every sinner.
This is no subject of debate. The question is, For
whomdid God design the Redeemer’s blood, as an expia-
tory offering, to be sufficient? Let us not now hazar.ia
rash opinion ; rather let us inquire,

1. Whether any specific end was proposed to be an-
swered by the Saviour’s death ?

To act without proposing the accomplishment of an
end, is unworthy created wisdom, even in its lowest
forms. To suppose Deity capable of it, is not indica-
tive of due reverence of his infinite perfection. A care-
ful observation of his works, in their humblest grades,
will furnish proof against the idea of his acting without
proposing an end. Since his wisdom is displayed in
the constitution of nature, making the various parts of
the complicated machinery, subservient to the order and -
efficiency of the whole, shall we doubt, that in the chief
of his ways, the plan of man’s salvation, he specifically
ordained the accomplishment of an end, worthy of his
wisdom and goodness to devise, and of his power fo ef-
foct? !X worketh all things after the counsel of his own
will* 'To act without design is the signal of folly; to
act for the attainment of a proper end, by suitable
means, is the grand distinction of wisdom. The glory
of his name, in the complete salvation of ruined sinners,
was God's design in the plan of grace ; That he might
make known the riches of his glory on the vessels of
mercy.t Having ascertained that an end was proposed
to be accomplished by the death of Christ, let us,

* Eph. i, 11.—* Rom. ix. 23,
13




90

2. Examine more particularly what that end was,
which God proposed to accomplish by that awfully mys-
terions event. It will generally be adautted, that he
came nto the world to save sinners.  This s a faichful
saying, and worthy of all acceptation.*  In order to ef-
fect this salvation, it was intended that a redemption
should be made ; G'od sent forth his Som, made under the
?aw, to redeem them that were under the law.t Accord-
ingly we have redemption through s blood.. This re-
demption was in order to reconciliation—God set him
forth ¢o be a propitiation. Rom. iii. 25. The propitia-
tion having reinoved the variance between the parties,
the justification of the sinner was intended to follow.
He has procured a righteousness for us—We are justified
‘ fr'pely by hus grace, through the redemption that 1s in Jesus
Christ |, His redemption was intended to secure adop-
tion into the family of God, with all the privileges of his
children ; God sent his Son, to redeem them that were ur.-
der the law, that we meght receive the adcption of Sons.
And of children, then are we heirs of God, and joint-
hiirs with Christ.§ Sanctification is another blessing
implied in salvation by Christ, and intended to be eﬁ‘ec?t’-,
ed through his blood ; That he meght sanctify the 'people
with his own blood, he suffered without the gate. Christ
loved the church, a»d gave himself for it ; that he might
sanctify and cleanse 1.1 The completion of his work
18 the eternal blessedness of those for whom he died ;
That he mught present it to humself a gloricus church—
Having obtusred eternal redemption. for us.

~ Between the end proposed of the Father, and that de-
signed by the Son, to be effected by his appearance and
death, there is a perfect correspondence.  He gave him-
self for our sias, that he might delwer us from this present
evil world, according to the will of God and cur Father.®
What then appears to have been the end proposed in the
Divine counsel. to be effected by the death of the Medi-
tor? A review of what has just been stated shows, that
cternal, complete salvation is the end proposed ,; this
salvation necessarily implying deliverance from the curse

% 1 b M 1 .
“{I:{mﬁx;bh‘:-—-m t Gal. iv. 4, 5. —1 Rom. iii. 28.——§ Gal. iv. 5—~Rom. viii. 17.
ek Wi A2—Fph. v. 25, 26 .~ Eph. v, 27=-Heb. ix, 12.——a Gal. 1. 4.

P TEESSE s morse gy . .
_-Easﬁ'unwm-ss R S STV

of the law ; reconciliation by his death ; Fer «hen we
were enemies, we were recon:tled to God by t1e death of
Jis Son—pardon of sin, and acceptance Lefore him ;
adoption into his family ; sanctification of heart and life ;
together with an inheritance, incorruptible, undefiled,
and one that fadeth not away. Let us next enquire,

3. Are proper means appeinted, and suitable agents
engaged, actually to instate the sinner, in the full posses-
sion of the blessings of this great salvation t The reply
to this inquiry, it 1s presumed, will, with one consent, be
given in the affirmative. Of the suitableness of the ex-
ternal means of salvation, the gospel revelation, and all
its holy institutions ; of the fitness of the internal means,
the awakening and enlivening influences of heavenly
grace, none can entertain a doubt. The agents who
superintend and give efficacy to thesc means, are mone
other than the ETERNAL THREE, whose co-equal power
and glories, we shall not now hesitate to confess. [t s
God that worketh in us to will and to do, even that God
who doeth what pleaseth him, in heaven and in earth.
The almighty GopHEAD, in the three perscus, Father, .
Son, and Holy Ghost, is engaged, effectually, to apply,
the redemption of the Saviour. Whatever was intend-
ed to be accomplished, shall be accomplished. Impo-
tence cannot withstand omnipotence. My counsel, saith
God, shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure. In Je-
sus’ blood there is an abundant virtue, to save all whom
God intends to save, and in Jehoval’s arm of grace,
there is no defect of power to accomplish 2l his pleas-
ure. The hearts of men are in his hand, and that om-
nipotence of grace, which has conquered the deadness
and obstinacy of sinners already saved, has energy to
offect every triumph of a similar description, which he
may please. To refuse this tends to subvert the system
of grace ; for by grace are we saved. Opposition to 1t
conducts deluded man, towards the cheerless regions of
atheism. An end, worthy of the Divinity, being propos-
ed, suitable means being appointed for the attainment
of that end, and agents having all the resources of
boundless wisdom, goodness, and power, being engaged,
by the fittest means, to accomplish the designe5 end,
lcave no place for doubt as respects the certainty of 1ts
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accomplishment. If the pleasure of Deity was, that,
througg the redemption of Christ, all the children of men
should be saved, there is no hesitation as to the event.
Facts, under such circumstances, are good interpreters
of intention. Let us then inquire in the

4. Place, shall all be saved? In the uniform tenor of
scripture~—in the decisions of the day of judgment, and
even in the conduct of many, with whom we associate,
we may find an answer in the negative. Multitudes
neither are, nor ever shall be freed from the curse of the
law—norbe reconciled to God—nor justified—nor adopt-
ed—nor sanctified—nor glorified.—The consequence
is cither, that we have not rightly stated the proposed
ends of the death of Christ, or that God’s design shall
be frustrated, or that a part of the human family only,
was intended to be saved. The first supposition, that
the ends of Christ’s death, as revealed in scripture, have
been mistaken, we do not admit. A plan to save man,
deficient in any particular stated above, would be essen-
tially defective. By it NOoNE couLp BE saven.* Such a
defectiv: plan God would not devise. That his plans
could be frustrated we shall not even suppose;, and
therefore at once, we shall embrace the inference, that
those whe shail ultimately be saved, and they alone
were destined to salvation, in the purpose of God, and
in the undertaking of Christ. To extcnd the Divine
purpose beyond what God accomplishes, is not consist-
ent with the perfect harmony of his attributes. To
stretch the atonement to those, whom God did not pur-
pose to be benefited Ly it, would be too trifling for in-
finite wisdom. Let us view the plans and operations of
heaven, as they really are, in perfect harmony, with one
another. The purpose of the Father, the atonement by
the Son, and the saving energy of the Spirit, in the busi-
aess of salvation, refer to the same objects. . Jesus is
not more merciful, than the Father and the Holy Ghost.

Let none reproach, in these displays of sovereignty,
the ever blessed and gracious God. He will have mercy,
on whom he will have mercy—The whole of human-kind
are guilty before him. They all deserved to die. Had
he caused the sentence of justice to have been executed

* See Note, No. X1II at ihe end of ihe swork.
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upon the whole, no ckarge couid have been brought a-
gainst his goodness. 'i’hey would have suffered for their
sins. If he is pleased to save a part, say, if you please,
a majority by countless numbe:s, and it is his pleasure
to pass by some, leaving them i their sins, and to just
misery, who can complain? Who dare find fauvlt ?

To the doctrine now stated we are aware of numer-
ous objections. These objections have been considered.
They all proceed upon false principles, in theological
reasoning. The limits of this essay do not permit much
attention to be given to them. Let us then be content-
cd with a brief notice of a few.

0bj.—God is good, he is unchangeable, and does no
need to be reconciled to man. The atonement was nev-
er intended to produce any change in God.

Reply—God 1s good and unchangeable—these per-
fections require that he treat the subjects of his govern-
ment, according to their character; that he deal kindly
with the orderly; that he punish the transgressor, ac-
cording to his criminality ; and that, in his own person,
unless a substitute be found to take his place, the sinner
shall bear his guilt.

The immutability of God did not prevent him from
treating Adam, wgen apright, in a manrer different
from what he did, when a sinner. 'The atonement chan-
aes no purpose of God, Hut it makes it fit for him to treat
the sinner, for whom the atonement is made, in a mode
different from what would be proper, if no such satisfac-
tion had been given. The atonement is the medium,
through which God shows faver to sinners. The same
objection is equally strong against prayer—God is good
and unchangeable, prayer can produce no change upon
him, therefore he cannot require it, nor is it useful.
"This is, however, false reasoning ; and so is that against
the atonement being made to God.*

Obj.—Repentance and reformation are all that God
requires of us, this is the atonement ; this Jesus effects, by
instructing us in the gospel. .

Reply.—In this respect, which is the true Socinian
sense of atonement, all the prophets, and apostles, and
teackers sent of God, made and still make atonenient!

* See Note, No. XTIV, al lke end of the work.
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These instructed and acted for tl:e benefit of sinners, but
did not atone for them. Repentance and reformation do
not make atonement. Without penitence of mind and
reformation, sinners are indeed, unfit for heavenly hap-
viness ; but these do not secure it. ¢ We may as well
affirm that our former obedience atones for our present
sins, as that our present obedience makes amends for
antecedent transgressions.” The dictates of natural
conscience teach, that repentance does not expiate for
past crimes. Hence the multiplicity of sacrifices, a-
mong the nations who have been destitute of the gospel.
To this divine revelation lends its sanction— Without
shedding of blood there s no remission. We have re-
demption through his blood.

Ob) «—This gemand of atonement, by suffering, repre-
sents God in an uramiable point of view.

Reply.—Does the connecting of the dreadful suffer-
ings, which we often witness, in this life, with moral
evil, represent God as unamiable. If not, where is the
force of the objection? It has none. The wages of sin is
death. -

Ob).—Bat if the atonement be not intentionally made
for all, then the gospel cannot be preached to all.

Reply.—The gospel never has been preached to all.
It never will be preached to all the sons of Adam. Many
have been adjudged to their place, for sin, who never
heard the gospel. Many have lived and died, in every
age, who never heard of Jesus Christ.

The preaching of the gospel does not conaist in tel-
ling every one, that Christ has died for him ; but in ex-
plaining ihe nature of the plan of salvation ; in urging
the duty of faith in the Saviour ; and in giving assurance,
that whosoever believeth shall be saved. All this may
be done, were the number to be saved much smaller
than it is. The ground of faith is, nct the Divine inten-
tion respecting the atonement; but the revelation of
grace, that all who believe shall be saved. together with
an assurance, that it is the duty of all wherever the gos-

pcl comes, to appropriate, by faith, that salvation w?]ich
1t offers, '

To that offered ealvation I recommend my reader.

It is worthy of all acceptation. None ever have or ever i
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will cast themselves upon it in vain. It is your privilege
to have its blessings proposed for your acceptance ; it is
your duty to embrace it. A refusal of it will add to that
guilt which is already too heavy for you to bear. It is
free, it is perfect, it is adapted to our condition. Let it
not then be proposed to us in vain. |

et > ¢ QRS-
CHAPTER YVII
SHALL THE WICKED BE ANNIHILATED?

Upon this subject we find the following sentiments:

“When the word, destruction, 1s use¢ to describe the
last end of the wicked, it is to describe aun end of the
soul and body forever.” After quoting a variety of
scripture to prove, that the wicked shall be destroyed,
the writer says, “ If all this can toke place, and yet the
wicked exist eternally in a state of misery, then I confess
language is an imposition, and we must conclude that
the ‘Bible says one thing and means another.” ¢ This
earth will be dissolved—this will make this whole globe
a lake of fire ;—Here wicked men and devils will be de-
stroyed”* &c. B .
The whole weight of this opinion rests upon the mean-
ing of the words, second death, destroy, destruction, and
a few others of similar import. No reason is assigned
why these words must mean annihilation, when applied
to the final state of the wicked. The writer says so,
and he always calculates largely on the credulity of his
reader. He admits that the word destroy does not al-
ways mean annihilation ; he says it *“ signifies to demol-
ish a building—To take away a man’s life”—In opposi-
tion to his system of reducing men and devils to nothing,
it would be as safe to assert, that God will never anni-
hilate any creature, natural or moral, whichhe has form-
ed. To believe this, would be more reasonable than
the opposite assertion.

To torment and to destroy, are employed as signifying
the same thing. Compare Mat. viii. 29, with Mark i.

¥ Smids N T. Diclioaary
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24. In the former the ovil spirits inquired, Art thou
come hither to TorMENT us Oefore the time ? In the latter,
Art thou come to pesTroy us ! These, when taken in con-
nexion with other scriptures, teach us the import of de-
struction, when applied to the wicked.

This wild opinion is contrary to the equity of the Di-
vine dispensations. Different degrees of crime require
different degrees of punishment.. Annibilation would
place them all on the same ground. Thiy, however,
shall not be the case ; for every one shall receive accord-
ing to his works.

The life that is purchased for the believer, is the eter-
nal enjoyment of God, in a state of blessedness. Into
this life, after the last judgment, shall the righteous en-
ter. The righteous shall go into life eternal. Mat xxv.
46. Is this life any more than a mere continued exist-
ence ! What more ? does it imply happiness? Is it not
the felicity of that state, that chiefly entitles it to the ap-
pellation of life ** The punishment of the wicked, the
second death, is contrasted with this happiness ; both are
pronounced eternal. The punishment is everlasting, the
worm never dies, the fire sgall never be quenched, there
is no rest day nor night, the smoke of their torment as-
cends up for ever and ever.¥

In the destruction of the wicked, God will mapifest
the greatness of his power. Were annihilation this de-
struction, in that would be no display of power. A
mere absence of his power is all, that is requisite to effect
this. Maintaining them in being, while punished in jus-
tice for sin, would be such a display—God willing to
make hus power known endured—ithe vessels of wrath
Jitted to destruction. Rom. ix. 22. Nature has no inde-
pendent powers. Its various parts exist by the energies
of God. Let him withhold these energies, and instant-
ly all shall crumble into non-existence,

* The term life seems to be used by our Redeemer for happiness, in Luke xii. 15,
A mawn’s life consisteth not in the ubundance of the things which he possesseth.  That 1
us Guise remarks, * The happiness of the present life, and satisfaction of the soul,
does not consist in an aflluence of earthly possessions”—Happiness is expressed by
the term life; death as properly means misery. When it is asserted, that death,
punishment, destruction, &c¢. mean non-existence, ask the asserter how he knows.
Call upon him to prove that God ever has, or ever will, annihilate any creature,
that he has made. Much idle talk would be prevented, by calling for proof in
place of assertion and declamation.
tRev. xiv. t1—and xx.10~Mark ix. 43, 49,
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The langnage employed, respecting the future state of
the wicked, is by no means reconcileable with their non-
existence. Everlasting punishment, when no one is to
be punished ; the smoke of torment ascending for ever,
when there is none tormented, or to be iormented ; hav-
1ng no rest day or night, when there is neither body nor
soul to rest, or be uneasy, are modes of expression
which reasonable and good men, will not be ready to
palm apon scriptures of truth. -

The writer above quoted intimates, that the devils ai-
so shall be burnt up in the conflagration of the earth.
This is in character with the rest of his opinions. Yet
it appears, he thinks all will be restored, after having
suffered the pains of annihilation; for this annihilation
shall be anniEilated. Reduction to non-existence, and
the second death he holds to be the same thing, this is
that which shall be the punishment of the wicked ; yet,
says he, ¢ death is to be destroyed.” This he saysis to
be one of the four things that shall “ be as though it had
not been.” When the apostle says, The last enemy that
shall be destroyed vs death ; the inteliigent reader will
not suspect him for giving us the information, that anni-
hilation shall be annihilated! This was reserved for ¢ the
age of inquiry.” |

The ample evidence which the word of inspiration
furnishes, in proof of the actnal punishment of the final-
ly impenitent being endless, sets aside the idle visions
of those who talk of armbhilation. To discuss the sub-
.Lect of endless punishment is not now required.* Whai

as been said is sufficient tc meet, and silence the asser-
ticn of the wicked being consigned to non-existence.

The impious and immoral tendency of the sentiment,
invites, to guard against its progress, the attention of
every good member of society. The man who is so far
degraded, in his own estimation, from the dignified rank
of a moral being, as to believe, and declare, that he has
no more of an immortal soul than his horse,? will very

* The author was called upon sometime ago, to investigate the subject of uni-
versal salvation The result of that investigation is promised to the pross.

+ Mr. King, a preacher in the Smithite connexion, in & conversation with M.
Porter, as related, in his sermon on Jude 4, said—** Lused to think that I possersed
an immorial soul, which at the death of my body would go to a state of happiaess
or misery; but I have now no more belief that 1 possess an immorial squi, than
that my horse does.”’

14
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robably exhibit, practically, in life, a system of horse-
fike‘ morals. For him, society shculd prepare a corre-
spondent system of regulation. Such an opinion must
dobase the mind. Those who believe and act according
to it, are unfit companions for the virtuous expectant of

a happy immortality.*
ettt ' G
CHAPTER VIIL.

REMARKS ON THE SENTIMENTS AND
ORDER OF THE SMITHITES.

- The sect generally known under the appellation of

SMITHITES, is of modern origin. The distinguishing sen-
timents which they embrace are, however, not new.t
Respecting what are deemed the most important doc-
trines of religion, they stand upon the Socinian or Uni-
tarian side. T | o

"Their ieader and founder. Elias Smith, it appears was
once a preacher among the evangelical anti-pedobaﬁ-
tists. It is wot my design to become the historian of the
tales that are circulated respecting him, were I certain
that they are correct, much less am 1 disposed to engage
in such @ task, when the only evidence is the rumour of
the day. His sentiments may be those of a profligate,
and they may be espoused by the man of more decent
manners ; but they cannot be the practical faith of the

humble saint. With him, as the zealous advocate of

pernicious opinions, I have only to do.

" From a calvinistic baptist, he became a preacher of

universal salvation, according to the system of Winches-
ter. To be in connexion with any existing denomina-
tion, was inconsistent with the views ultimately enter-
tained by this man. He became, of course, the head of
a party. Having declared hostilities against the esser-
tial doctrines of christianity, his virulence has ‘been

manifested against every section of the christian Chureh..

% Such ns wish 10 see a further investigation of the subject of the foregoing
chapter, will find it accurately examined, by the late Dr. Edwards, in his book
against Dr. Chauncy—Chap. v.
+ See Note, &o. XV, at the end of the work.

1 humble.
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He makes war against creeds, and covenants, and dis-
c:pllne,.and literature, and doctorates, with an enmity‘;
rude as it is bitter, He seems disposed to form a party,
and accordingly addresses himself to those, whom he
supposes will be satisfied, to hear of the banishment of
articles of faith, of codes of order, of learning and of those
restraints, which the best men, in every age, have deem-
ed proper to be laid upon the licentiousness of mankind.
He affects to be acquainted with the systems of religion
in different ages and countries, and yet, it appears, wish-
es to be understood as the inventor of the opinions which
he holds; not one of which, however, absurd or hetero-
dox, has not had an advocate, more able far, to recom-
mend it than himself. - | = -

The foilowers of Mr. Smith, assume the general name
of christian, and profess to lay aside every system but
the New Testament. The only rule of interpretation
which they profess to adopt, is to adhere to the letter of
the scripture,* not excepting even the prophetic parts,
where symbolical language is so frequently employed.
In the application of this rule, it will be found that their
leader, who, it is believed, is their chief writer, is not

| uniform. And though professedly opposed to creeds,
| he endeavours, indirectly, to introduce his books, among
{ his disciples, to occupy the same place that confessions
1 of faith do, among christian communities. And it will

{ be found, that his votaries pay as much regard to those
| crudities, as most christians do to the subordinate stand- |
} ards of their respective communities. Of his “ Age of
| Inquiry,” a scurrilous invective against every thing that
| bears the image of truth or order,me speaks thus : “Ido
i not recommend this little book to you as a rule ; but as

% an index pointing to the rule Christ has given.” It is,

! he says, ¢ calculated for the benefit of the rising genera-

{ tion in leading them into truth—Let them read it wmstead

| of the catechisms.”+—Of his New Testament dictionary,
" he says, ““I have written in such a way as is calculated

to assist young preachers.”—His claims are far from
He indeed does not propose to give to people
" arule, a supreme rule I presume, but only ““to assist

L * See Note, No. XV, at the end of the uork,
3 + Age gf Inquiry, puge 6. |
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| young preachers,” and to supply the place of the cate-

chisms with his ¢ Age of Inquiry.” V
He has éngaged a variety of character in his service,
male and female. As his pioneer, a women, has visit-
" ed various parts. Nancy G. Cram, exhibits as a preach-
er in connexion with Mr. Smith. In his “Herald of
Gospel Liberty,” he very respectfully noticesher services.
It 1s understood she has a husband and some children ;
but conceiving the obscure pursuits of a life of domestic
virtue, not well adapted to her talents, or perhaps being
netter pleased with the service to which she is called by
E. 8., than with the society of her husband and children,
she appears in the character of a public preacher. She
is remarkable, neither for that delicacy of mind, which
1s the ornament of her sex, nor for that information and
good sense, by which so many of them are characterized.
She is abundantly gifted with that spirit of her head,
which oppéses literature, -order, and whatever christians

fw ,.]v.. ry -

usually have considered, as of vital importance to the
interests of religion. She indeed does not profess to en-

tertain her audieace with any thing like what well in-
formed men call a regular discussion ; she never studies,
and compliments her Maker with being the author of her
crude invectives. She exhibits her discourse, as it is giv-
en her from above ! Sueh, it is said, is her language.
Mr. 8. has written a number of books. In them is
little diversity of sentiment. The same cheerless train
of thought, with very little variety of dress, he repeats
in hisvariousvolumes. Into his New Testament Diction-
ary, he has compressed all the stores of his knowledge,
and, if not the forms, certainly the substance of all the
books he has written. He quotes scripture in abun-
dance ; but it often appears to be at random. His ex-
positions are most arbitrary; he rarely cendescends to
assign any reason, except his own assertion, that so it
must be. He boldly, and in general briefly, asserts his

opinion, and then adds a string of scripture citations, ‘*

rot as would appear, really to establish the truth of his
positions upon the basis of divine authority, but to miti-
gate the alarm of the more timid class of his readers;

and with others, who rarely think, being pleased with &

- T
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mere jingle of words, to give currency to his opinions
under an imposing garb.

It is but justice to remark upon the vanity of his boast-
ing. He vaunts not a little of his own, and his coadju-
tors’ success, in gaining proselytes, and, in triumph, pro-
claims, that “ the old doctrine of election is becoming
contemptible.” 8o he says of every fundamental doc-
trine in christianity. He adds to the number of his par-
tizans—But who are they? Not any who have keen in
regular standing with any church ; not.any of the intel-
ligent, moral and pious members of the community. The
reader will readily conclude, that his doctrines and or-
der are not likely to make them better. Observation of
facts will justify this conclusion. They may oppose the
fundamental doctrines of grace, with the fury of blinded

assion, but not from a conviction that they are untrue.
Mr. S. himseif does not know, or, if he know, misrepre-
sents our view of the doctrines of the gospel.* His fol-

lowers, in general, never professed any prmc(if)}es of re-

ligious faith, and of course, though they accede to him,
they diminish not the number of the advocates of evan-
elical truth. ‘The truth, however, is the reverse of what
e states. The great doctrines of the gospel, as held by
Calvinists, never had more zealous advocates, in our
country, than at present. Their number, too, is in-
creasing. | | |
It is proper that I lay before my readers a specimen of
the sentiments of this man, and his party.—A compari-
son of his opinions with the doctrines of the gospel, as
delineatedin the Bible, will enable every honest inquirer
to judge of them in justice. -
Under the denomination of Anti-Christ he includes,
among others, Lutherans, Calvinists, Episcopalians,
Presbytertans, Baptists—-And of the fundamental arti-
cles of their faith respecting God, he speaks in the fol-

lowing manner :

« Thousands declare that God is three instead of onme. The spirit of Anti-
Christ leads its friends to persecute all who do not believe that the Father iz three
persons instead of one.—Fables are such doctrines and laws as are not named in the
scriptures. 1. The Trinity. 2. The covenant of grace, &c. In all,said in the
scriptures, of God the greator—there is no mention of the Irinity, or fhiree persone
being one person.” New Test. Dict. p. 41, 168, 196.

* Sec Nole, No. XVII, a! the end of the work.
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Who belicves that the Father is #hree persons? Who
says that three persons are one ferson? The author knew,
and still knows, that this is false testimony. He cannot
produce one, no, not one, who holds that zhree personsg
&re (ne person, or that one person is three. These in.
deed are contradictions ; but they are of E. Smith’s
marufacturing.  Whether the scriptures speak of a
Lrinity or not, let the reader decide from the evidence
already adduced. We say that God, #n essence is one,
an< that this one essence subsists in three distinct and
necessary modes, which we call persons. What is con-
radictory, in this, either to scripture or to reason ? When
Mr. S. again opposes the doctrine of the Trinity, let
him not form absurdities of his own, and represent them
as the opinions of others ; but let him, if he think he
can, meet the question fairly as it is held, and stated by
T'rinitarians.
tion,

“ Who is Christ? He is the son of man, being from Adam through Mary his
mother—~Adam was made of the earth—The woman was made of the men, and
Christ was made of the woman. 1In all the glorious things said of Christ there is
ro mention of his divinity, his being God-u:an, his fncurnation, the homan and
divine nature, the human soul of Christ, lits being God the creator, and yet, the
son of the creator; these things are the inventions of mzn®'—p, 95, 96. ¢ Jesus
Christ is the only begotten of the Father—is a son in a way differcnt from all of
them ; and, on this account, all the angels worshipped him as their saperior—Page
67. Many conclude that Christ is the creator of heaven and earth.—If this is

true, Deists only believe the truth; for if Christ is~——the creator of all things, the
scriptures are an imposition on the world.” 196, 197,

Such are some of E. Smith's opinions respecting Je-
sus the Saviour. 'We are taught in scripture, to believe,
that The first man s of the earth, earthy ; the second
man 18 THE LORD FroM HEAVEN.* M. S. it seems, was
not prepared to give the lie to the spostle directly. He
does so, however, indirectly. The apostle says, Christ,
*“ the second man is the Lord from heaven.” No, says
E. Smith, Adam was made of the earth—the woman
was made of the man, and Christ of the woman. The
conclusion is, that Christ is as really of the earth as was
Adam ; and of course, the apostolic distinction between
Christ and the first mun is impertinent. Christ is not
the Lord from heaven, zccording to E. S. but is of the
earth, earthy: for the man is of the earth and is earthy,
the woman is of the man, and is of the same nature,

29 Cor xv. 47,

Again he ask, and replies to the ques-

earthy ; Christ is of the woman, and must also be
earthy ! Yet earthy, and mere man as he is, Christ is
allowed by Mr. 8. to be omnipotent, and to have all
ower In heaven and earth. “ Christ is .head, a rulfar,
aving all things under his command, being head over
all men and things.” Iam the A‘LMIGHT}', .Re;f. 1. 8
This, says Mr. S. evidently is a;:!phed to Christ.” Page
34, 208. Is any, who is not God, capable of universal
empire? Is any Almighty but the Eternal? Mr. 8. it
appears, believes th:t one who is merely earthy can be
endowed with omnipotence. R,
But says he, ‘“there is no mention of his divinity —-—Thfa
contrary is shewn in chap. ii. *‘ Nor any mention of his
encarnation.” Yet we read, the worp, who was in the
beginning, with God, and who was God,_ was que
Jlesh*  This is what we understand by the incarnation
of Christ.  Versly he tovk on him the seed of :dbralza;:z.
We really do think this is very like a meutioning of the
incarnation. ‘‘ There is no mention of the humz:n na-
ture,” or “ the hnman soul of Chris . Indeed ! And
yet Mr. Smith, who professes to believe n.thing but
what is in the New Testament, upon this subject, teach-
es that Chiist is & man, and the Son of man. A man
and the Scn of man, yet no human nature, nor human
soul belonging to him! Whe was it, upon a memora?le
occasion, that said, My scul is exceeding sorroswful —
‘“ There is no mention of the human and divine nature. '
Mr. 8. says he committed to memory most of the New
Testament. Itis pity he so often forgets very important
portions of it. My kinsmen are Israelites—of wlwmy aé
eciicerning the flesh, Christ came, who 18 over all, Go
biessed for ever.t As to what belongs to him, as mt;x:n,
in this text called flesk, it was of the Israelites; but this

“was not all, /e is over all, God blessed for ever. s this

not mentioning something of the “qu-n}fm,” of ‘“the
human and Divine natare ¥ But still, T here is_no
mention of his being God the creator, and yet th.c %)ln
of the creator.” Yes, there is mention of both: The
word (the Son) was God. Al things were made by.hzmd
Unto the Sox he saith, Thy throne, O God is for ever ,a-r;w
ever—dnd, thou, Lord, i the beqinming hast iad ¢

* John,i. 1. 2. 14 ~* Rom. Ix. 5-—Jq
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Sfoundation of the earth; and the heavens are the works of
thine hands.* Do not these scriptures mention him as
¢« God the creator,” and at the same time, ¢ the Son of
the creator ?’ If not, we shall be glad to know, in what
terms, these facts can be more clearly revealed.

Mr. S.'admits that Christ is ¢ the only begotten of the
Father, & Son in a way different from aﬁ others ; and,
on this account, all the angels worshipped him as their
superior.” He holds him to be the Son of God, in vir-
tue of the extraordinary formation of his humanity.
‘But was this more out of the usual course, than the for-
mation of Adam? Was it as much? Was not Adam’s
formation as extraordinary as that of the human nature
of Christ? If so, had not Adam as good a title to be de-
nominated the oNLY BEGOTTEN of the Father as Christ ?
It is granted the mode of their formation was different ;
but the latter was'not more extraordinary than the for-
mer. To the claim of oNLY BEGOTTEN, the one is not less
entitled, on this ground, than the other. Both cannot be
equally entitied to that relation, and therefore it is just to
conclude, that he, to whom it is ascribed, has it for a
higher reason. Besides, if extraordinary formation enti-
tled Christ, as Mr. S. alleges, to the worship of angels,

why did it not give a claim to Adam for the same ?

* Many conclude, says Mr. S. that Christ is the creator of heaven and earth.”
Certainly ; all who believe the scriptures conclude so. But, adds he ¢ If this is
trae, Deists only believe the truth; for if Christ is the creator of all things, the
scriptures are an imposition on the world,”

So then, it appears Mr. S. would not believe the

scriptures, did they, if that were possible, in still more
explicit language than they do, teach that the oNLY BE-
GOTTEN soN of God is the creator of the world! He
would rather believe that the Bible, in defiance of all the
splendor of the evidence of its divinity, is an imposition
upon the world, than admit that he, upon whom the miji-
ions of the saved depend for their redemption, is the
creator of the heavens! So say the deists. He and they
unite ia fundamentals, and for them, as men of kindred
spirit with himself, he feels respect. Under the word
einfidel, he says, ‘ There are many infidels, who do not
appear to Lossess a spirit of enmity against the gospel,
and they are not always the worst of men,” M. 8. pro-
*John i, 1~=5-~Heb. i. §—10,

- sin as its procuring cause.
ner? Weu .e formed, by his righteous Creator, a viola-

.

fesses to have searched the scriptutes, to find the origin«
al meaning of particular words. He furnishes us with
various specimens of his success; from among which [
shall notice one; it is the term Lord, as applied.in the
New Testament to our Redeemetr. ¢ Jesus Christ is
called Lord,” he says, “ for two reasons.” Oue of these
reasons is, ‘‘ Because the word in the Saxon language,
originally meant one who gave bread to the poor.” é
cause the English word Lord is derived from two Saxon
words, which signify to give bread; therefore, Jesus
Christ is called by the Greek word Kurios, which sig-
nifies one possessed of authority! Such is the logic,*
and critical skili of this man. By such impudent non-
sense are the simple often deceived. |

‘“ Spirit,” says the author of the New Testament Dic-

tionary, ¢signifies, the influence or operation of God,

called the spirit of God”. p. 844. Thus he sets aside
the personality and Deity of the Holy Ghost. I add
nothing, in refutalion of this, to what is said in chap. iii,
to which I refer. Again, of man he says,

‘* The first man was mare .wortal in every sense of the word. There is no im- |
wortality about him. p. 238, All said of the inunortal never dying soul, &c. is
nnscriptural. p. 221. It is the life of the man, and that which can die.” 343.

Thus it appears that Adam was made a subject of
death,—doomed in his creation state to suffer,not only a
separation of soul and body, but also an extinction of
mind, with the dissolution of body. The scriptures

teach us, that death is the wages of sin, and that death
‘entered into the world by sin. Rom. v. 12, 21. From

this it appears, that mortality is always connected with
' Was man then made a sin-

tor of the law of love? If not, how was it, that there
was “ no imwortality about him ?” Or, is it so, that
death is not the wages of sin ? This man, it appears, is
as regardless of self-consistency as he is of truth. In

* ‘Thc following is a specimen of reasoning exhibited, in print, by a gentleman
who, as an iastructor, lately visited our beidghled shores. It will match E.
Smith’s criticism. ‘¢ See Dr. Hemmenway’s treatise on infant baptism : aud espe-
cially Mr. Peter Edwards’ book entitled ** Candid Reusons,” &c. which books I
do mot hesilate to pronounce unanswerable, particularly that of Fdwards, because /e
was long an envnent baptist minister, and was well qualified, thercfore, to take up the
subject : and because he writes against Mr. Booth!” The man who can reason o,
nee: not hesitate to prononmce any thing, for he will never be without an argument.
I wiean nothing disrespectfu! to the works of Dr. Hemmenwey and Mr. Ed-

wards,
15
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his sermons on the prophecies, page 204,205. We find

the following sentiments :

~ “The word smmorial and smmortality i3 never applied to any thing but that
which was once mortal. It always refers to the body. Jesus Christ is called im-
mortal because he was once tortal; 1 Tim, i. 17. 1t is plain here (1 Tim.vi. 14,
16) that Jesus only hath immortahty in bimself.” Aggin; ** ‘There is but onewho
has immortality in himself; who is in his nature incorruptible, which is the invisi-
ble God; he only has immortality, 1 Tim. vi. 16. Paul declares that the unseen
God is the only one who hath immortality in himself.’-—N, Test. Dict. p. 220,

I offer the above, as a s‘s)ecimen of the numerous self-

contradictions of this lecader in heresy. In the above
quotations we find, that immortality can be grafted on-
ly on mortality !—that it refers only to matter or body—
That God is immortal ; therefore, he must once have
been mortal, and must even now have a body ; for im-
mortality always refers to the body.” ¢ Jesus Christ
only hath immortality in himself”—‘ The unseen God
only hath immortality in himself”—Therefore Jesus is
the unseen God. Here we have asserted the extreme of
atheism, and an orthodox sentiment respecting Christ,
as God! E. S. perhaps intends to occupy boih sides of
the way, so that when he is pressed upon one side, he
may pass to the other. There is'scarcely a doctrine in
which Smith may not be brought, vs, Smith, :

I had purposed te remark more particularly sn his o-
pinions respecting the atonement, the evil of sin, justi-
fication, sanctification, ananihilation of the wicked, &c.
I confess myself wearied in examining contradictions
and absurdities. My reader, after the sample above
%iven, will, I trust, be dingsed to release me from an
arther direct attention to

civose my extracts with the two following :

‘* There is no account of a €abbath, or a day of rest, until the law was given
to the Jews at Mount Sinai, and then it was given cnly to the Jews, and to them
only until Christ came.—Jesus Christ never ordered his followers to keep the Sab-
bath.—Constantine was the first, who ever made alaw to observe the first day as a
christian Sabbath:?—p. 825, 326. ’

The arguments of infidels and Socinians are employ-
ed by E. Smith, in his “ Herald of Gospel Liberty,” to
cast reproach on the sacred institution of the Sabbath.
He and his followees represent every day, as equally ho-
ly; they place the observation of the christian Sabbath,
on the same footing with the superstitious observance of
days of canonized saints, and do not spare to ridicule the
weakness of those, who suppose, that the profunation of

P R g e v e .

T Mukes et 17 R S o

r. Smith. I shall therefore,

107

the Sabbath is calculated to bring down, upon a people,
the judgnients of God. o |

The same ideas, respecting the Sabbath, are euier-
tained by the Socinians in England. One of their cham-
pious, Mr. Belsham. holds that, ¢ Toa true christian
every dayis a Sabbath, every place is a temple, anfi
every action of life an act of devotion. Whatever 18
lawful or expedient upon any one day of the week, is,
under the christian dispensation, equally lawful and ex-
pedient on any other. A virtuous man is performing his
duty to the Supreme Being, as really, and as acceptably,
when he is pursuing the proper business of life, or even
when enjoying its innocent and decent amusements, as
when he is offering direct addresses to him in the closet,
or in the temple.”* ¢ And thus,” remarks Dr. Magee,
““ g christfan may Ye employed, through the entire of his
life, in worshipping his God, by never once thinking of
kim, but merely pursuing his proper business or his ¢n-
nocent amusements ! . T

The busy and distracting scenes of life require, that
man should occasionally turn aside to reflect upon the
interesting subjects presented by religion—Reason says,
that the social principles of our nature should be employ-
ed in the services of devotion, and theimprovements of a
pious activity. These require, to accomplish any valu-
able end, the apprepriation of a portion of time. The
state of society demands that thetime, appointed for one,
be set apart for another. God has done this. A sev-
enth portion of cur days is consecrated, by divine ap-
pointment, tc the special services of religion.  Gud
blessed the seventh day and sanctified it.* On that day
he ceased to create, and thereby set an example, to the
sons of men, to rest from their toils. He sanctified 1t ;
he set it apart to a holy service. This he did at the be-
ginning, which proves that the institution of the Sabbath
was not a Jewish rite, but one founded in the nature of
things, and common to all men. It was appointed ta be
observed in commemorating the completion of the work
of creation, and i conteqp ating the magmﬁr‘:'(int display
of God’s perfections in his finished works. The reason

* Vide Belsham's Revicw, as quoted by Dr. Magee, Discoursts on the
Atonzinent—~Page 63wt Gen, i, Sy ,
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of the first institution still continues, substantially, in
force ; the law of course, itse.f, remains. The economy
of grace employs the Sabbath in its service ; There re-
maneth o rest (the keeping of a Sabbath*) to the people
of God. For he that is entered tnto his rest, he also hath
ceased from has own works, ag Gled did from his.t  In
these verses the work of redemption, by the Mediator,
i1s contrasted, with the work of creation by God, as Cre-
ator. As a day of holy resting was observed in com-
memoration of the latter, so one of similar repose re-
mains to celebrate the former.

The division of time into weeks in most, if not in all
nations, is presumptive evidence of this original institu-
tion. The happy effects of a conscientious attention, to
the duties of the sacred Sabbath, evince the wisdom of
its institution. The profanation of it is deeply marked,
by spiritual, as well as temporal judgments. When
once the Sabbath and its religious services are general-
ly disregarded, all sense of moral obligation will shortly
disappear from the abodes of men. Religion will lan-
guish, and the correct morals, that are nourished by the
sanctifying ordinances of christianity, will wither and
Then shall the foundations of society be shaken,
and confidence be a stranger in the intercourse of men.
Let the general tenour of character manifested by the
correct observers of the Sabbath, and that of those who
contemn it, be my vouclkers for the truth of what is now
asserted. I appeal to experience and observation, as
well as to the scriptures of tr.th. Let those institutions
where Socinian errors have been taught, for any consid-
erable length of time, honestly say, whether, among
their disciples, the number of infidels or humble christi-
ans be the majority !

Constantine was the first civil ruler, who gave the
sanction of state authority to the first day of the weel,
as the christian Sabbath ;. but it is unfair to intimate,
that this day was not observed as a Sabbath before.
From the resurrection of our Lord, christians eipioyed
that day, statedly, in the most solemn acts of devotion.
It was, because christians observed it as a Sabbath, that
Constuntine lent his civil sanction, requiring its obser-

*Bo it reads in the original .t Heb. iv. 9, 10.
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vation. 'They observed it, in virtue of a divine appoint-
ment. It was not in vain, that they, uniformily, met up-
on the first day of the week, instead of the seventh,
which Israel observed. Had it been merely an inven-
tion of their own, it would have been vain.* \
I add a specimen of E, Smith’s mode of expounding
prophecy, in which he confidently conceives himself to

excel all his predecessors and cotemporaries.

¢ 1t appears to me that the nation of France, and some leader will lead the Jews
into the promised land. It is possible that Banaparte may be the man.~They
may think the man, who leads thew into their land to be the Messish. It appears
from the prophecy, that they will appoint themselves one leader or head to go be-
fore them. Hos. i. 11. If this text does not refer to such a time, I cannot tell what
it means.'—Sermons on the Prophccies~~Page 65, 66.

" Thus, Mr, 8. informs us, if Hos. i. 11. refers not to

the Jews appointing Bonaparte to lead them into Pales-

tine, and to them, taking him for Messiah, he knows not
what it means ! Happy expositor! While some have
made Napoleon Antichrist, Mr. Smith’s returniag
Jews will make him thesr Chrest ; and in this they will
not essentially differ from Mr. Belsham (with whom it
is a pity Mr. 8. is not a little better acquainted, as he
would often help him out of difficulty) who holds, that
Bonaparte was the creator of Europe, in much the same
sense that Jesus Christ is the creator of the world.+ [
shall dismiss the consideration of the order of this socie-
ty, with a remark or two upon the employment of fe-
males, as public preachers. This furnishes an evidence
of the state of unblushing impudence at which'mankind
may arrive. Here is a proposal to refori the world by
the religion of Christ, denying, in the mean time, every
distinguishing doctrine of that religion, and empleying
agents, excluded, by divin® authonity, from the place of
public teachers. Such is the state of society, that this
imposture obhtains advocates. "This dercliction -of res-
nect to the due order of socicty, is, however, not peculiar
to our age or country. If it furnishes any apology for
the persons concerned, or for the practice, other times,
countries, and persons have borne the reprouch of giving
countenance to a similar departure, from the laws of
correct reguiation. The church in Thyatira suffered
that woman, Jezebel, to teach and tn seduce the servants
of the Lord;T for which toleration, that church was

* Mat, xv. Q=1 Sce Nofe, No. VIIT, at thc ond of the work.—— 3 Rev, ii. 20,
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¢harply reproved. The seventeenth century produced
an Antoinette Bourignon and a Jane Leadley. In our
own times, among others, Ann Leese and Jemima Wil-
kinson, make a conspicuous figure. The claim of Mr.
Smith’s female teachers are equally valid, with that of
the whole catalogue of those famous dames, from Jezebel
of Thyatiras, down to Jemima Wilkinson of Cumberland,
And, if in the age of apostolic purity, some were seduced
by the arts of Jezebel, why should it be deemed strange,
that, in what many reckon a more degenerate time, there
should some be found the victims of the seductive ad-
dress, of the female heralds of Smasthite christianity ?

I request the reader, to consult with care, the portions
of scripture, directed to in the margin. There will be
found, in all ordinary cases, the prohibition of the fe-
inale irom public. teaching, and from the exercise of
public authority over men. The duties of the female
are, by a divine authority, prescribed* ; a due attention
to them will leave to her no time for those employments,
which Ged has assigned to men. If the Divine Being,
In any instance, departs from the usual order appointed
by himself, and calls a female to extraordinary services,
we have reason to expect an extraordinary evidence of
the divinity of her mission. Without such proof, the
orderly members of community will mark, with decided
disapprobation, all such outrage against social relations
a;nd the order of the church of God, as female domina-
tion over the understanding and conscience of mankind,
exercised in a pretended preaching of the gospel.

It has been objected, however, that Euodias and Syn.
tyche, laboured with Paul inthe gospel.t But did they
labour in publickly preaching the gospel ? How would
such a supposition agree with the positive prohibition of
female speakers in the church? It es not permitted unto
them to speak—it is o shame for women to speak sn the
church.  In attending to private acts of charity, in wait-
Ing upon the afflicted female disciples of Christ, in min-
istering to their wants by their property, and to their

comfort by their couusel and prayers, they would indeed

labour 1n gospel acts, But those matrons did not so far

* 1 Cor. xiv. 24, 85—1 Tim. ii. 1114, and v, 14—=Tit. ii. 3, 4, 5—Fph. v, 221
Pet. iii, 5, 6--Prov, vxxi, 10, 28t Plil. iv. 2, S,
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abandon the virtue of their sex, nor so impiously tram-
ple upon the sacred order of the church, as to usurp au-
thority over the men. It appears, that aged females, in
the apostolic age, were employed by the church, not as
Licclesiastic office bearers, but to carry into effect some
of the benevolent designs of the faithful toward the dis-
tressed. These obtained the name of pEacoNESSES, or
female servants, whose duty it was, especially, to attend
the table.* These women supplied the wants of those
poor, whom it might have been improper for the Deacons
to have visited. * Some, particularly the eastern church-
es, elected peaconesses, and chose, for that purpose,
matrons or widows of eminent sanctity, who also minis-
tered to the poor.”t ‘ | o

No countenance, by those ancient and temparary ar-
rangements, is given to the practice of enthusiastic or
idle women, who, forsaking their proper business, and
casting off those virtues, which should ornament their
character, justly expose themselves to the animadver-
sions of such of mankind, as retain any sense of decen-
cy and propriety. Where is the good man, that could,
without shame and distress, see his wife, his daughter, or |
his sister, abandon the restraints and safety of her home,
and become the strolling associate of men, whose fair
fame is, perhaps, not well established ? Let every friend
of order, then, discountenance all such outrage upon the
decencies and happiness of life. , |

I now close my strictures upon the sentiments and or-
der of this motley sect. I close it with the conviction,
that its founder is a man, destitute of regard to religicus
truth—that his object is to«collect a party—that, for this
purpose, he aims at confounding the views of the simple,
and that, so far as he succeeds, he conducts the victims
of his intrigue, toward the dreary wastes of skepticism.
Of these things, I presume. every one will be satisfied,
who can have the patience to read his profane banter,
his virulence against order. and his unblushing abuse of
every thing, distinguishing in the system of Christianity.

* In the proper and primitive sense of diaconos, it is a serveat who attends his

master, waits on bim at table, and is always near his person,” &c. .
t Mosh, vel. i, 102, Campbell on Mat. 20, 26.
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CONCLUSION.

. In concluding this work, I earnestly beseoch my read-

er to review the evidence of the doctrines, I he-¢ at-
tempted to defend. Compare those doctrines with the
whole tenour of the book of God. But remember that
the spirit, who dictated ihe contents of that bock, can
alone unfold to the inquiring mird its sacred treasures.
Seek. in humble prayer, the aids of this Spint, in all
your inquiries into the will of God. A disposition to in-
quire i1s laudable ; but*to be profitable it must be well
directed. A solid, rational, and manly investigation of
truth is something far different from a continual fluctu-
ation of mind, created by every gewgaw of novelty.
Againstethis, guard, with care, your own heaorts ; guard
your children from its pernicious influence.

It is an indispensable duty to consider our present
condition, as we are fallen sinners. Let the magnitude
of human guilt be felt upon the conscience, and the ma-
lignity of moral evil, as a malady, be known ; the conse-
quence will be, a deep conviction, that for his salvation,
man needs more, infinitely more, than simple instruction
and a perfect example. He will perceive that, withuut
shedding of blood there ¢s no remussion. The nature of
the atonement occupies a very conspicuous part of the
gospel revelation. The Deity of him who has made
that atonement, is distinctly marked. Deny the Gobo-
Heap of Jesus, and the language of inspiration, respect-
ing him, the songs that celebrate the love of God to
man, degenerate into unwarrantable hyperbole. Then
the atonement is a blank ; there is nothing to meet the
demands of justice ; nothing to silence the accusations of
conscience ; the throne of God is still surrounded with
terrours, and man is without hope.

Blessed be God this is not the case. Jesusis Divine,
and a sufficient atonement is made. Things hard to be
understood, in the present state of mental improvement,
we readily confess belong: to this subject. It cannot be
otherwise. We are strangers in God’s empire. Our
acquaintance with things is but commencing. We are a
mystery to ourselves. God is to us all mystery. To an
apprehensive knowledge of him we may indeed attain.

This is highly important to the saint. To ancther state
of being he, however, looks forward, where, pussessing
greater compass of mind, he shall understand more of
the things of God. Yet, never will he have reached the
point, where deeps unexplored will not still remain.

It 1s, notwithstanding, grateful to the man, who is E‘i-
ously inquisitive, to hope, that in the heavenly state, his
mind will be in a continued approximation, if the ex-
pression be allowed, to that inaccessible eminence,
whence the Omniscient eye descries every object of
thought. In this progression, is it visionary to suppose,
that the point in duration is advancing, when the hum-
blest intellect among the heirs of grace, shall find the
range of thought, at which the Seraph is now astonish-
ed, too limited for its expanded view. Then, with won-

der, will saved sinners look back on the darkness, the

narrow systems, the follies and disputes of men.

This world is, however, not the place of such extend-
ed vision., Here we must live by faith. By faith in the
Son of God, and in obedience to his will, let us, then,
direct our way to the summit of loftier hills than earth
affords, where, in communion more intimate with the
Spirit of light, than is suitable for an earthly sanctuary,
our acquaintance with the wonders of Tue piviniTY
shall be enlarged.——AMEN. '

NOTES.

NGTE NO. I.—-SEE PAGE 6.

Children, placed by the providence of God, within the territory of the Church,
are proper objects of her care, and subjects of her order. Those children, who be-
long to families, the heads of which make a consistent profession of faith and
obedience, are to be esteemed members of the church. They are Ler property.
Wheo their relation to her is solemnly recognized, it is her indispensible duty, to
superintend their educatinn. It is no small gratification, to see this subject taken
up by the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, in the United States.
It is devoutly hoped, that the great principles asserted in the report of their come
mittee, in 1812, proposing *‘ a plan for disciplining baptized children”—will be
ratified in due form, and, with prudent firmness, be carried into full effect. The
happy results to the intcrests of religion, from the adoption of such a measure, by
a body so extensively influential, as the General Assembly, would indeed be great.
Every head of a family should be acquainted with the principles of that report.
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NOTE NO. II.—-SEEF. PAGE 18,

Some have attempted to invalidate the force of the argumeut, drawn from the
uge of the plural number, ALEIM, or KroniM, as the name of the Supreme Being.
They suppose he speaks after the mauner of monarchs, who employ that form of
expression, in issuing forth their decrees. The language of Kastern monarchs,
however, as *acorded in scripture, does not justify nor even allow the supposition,
See among other instances the following :—'* Give me the persons—Pharaoh said
unto Joseph, X have dreamed a dream—1 have heard say of tkee~In my dream,
behold, I stood upon the bank of the river—Only in the throne will I be greater
than thou. I make a decree, &c. I Artaxerxes the king do make a decree—Is not
thie great Babylon that I have built ?"* &c.

he fact is, that the limitations of monarchy, in modern times, have given oc-
casion to the plural form, in whish kings have spokeu ; and, in it, is implied the
concurrence of the members of their cabinets. Even the modern pluralism, of
monarchical exprassion, has very littie resemblance to that which God employed.
When, or where, did any monarch express himself thus? The man s become as one
of v, :

To urge, as some do, that the name, AxErM, isin the singula~ number, betrays,
to say the least, great inattention. The word is reelly plural, being regularly
formed from the uingular, Ave. Mr. Parkhurst says, “ It may be doubted
whether ALE, in the singular, be ever in the Hebrew scriptures used as a name for
Jehovah the true God”—It is used, however, * for the false God of the Chaldeans.”
Hab. i, 11, and for the idol of the Sepharvites. 2 King. xvii. 31.

NOTE NO. 1I1—~SEE PAGE 14.

With those who have most extensively and impartially examined the opinions
of the ancient Jews, there is no doubt of the doctrine of the Trinity having been
received among ihat people. The comments of their Doctors, long before the
christian era, are remarkable, Many of ihem used the names, Father, Son and
Spirit, while they taught, that the doctrine of distinct personality, was not incon-
sistent with the unity of essence. Some of them asserted, that this mysterious
doctrine was taught in the construction of the nawe Jehovah. In expoundin
Deat. vi. 4. one of themt said, the first Lord or Jehovah, is God the Zather; the
second, Our God, is God the =i ; because he is called by the prophet, Emmanuel,
God with us ; the third Jehovah, is the Holy Spirit; and the fourth word, One, is
indicative of the unity of essence in this Trinity of persons.}

NOTE NO. IV.—SZE PAGE 19.

Against the argument for the Deity of the Son and the Bpirit, from Baptism
being administered in their name, it is ohjected, that it does no more than recog-
nize Christ as a faithful teacher, and the New Testament dispensation, as of Di-
vine appeintment. The Israelites were baptized unto Moses, and, in the same sense,
christians are baptized in the name of Christ: Such is the mode of interpretation,
adopted by those who are inimical to the Deity of the Son of God.

This objection is not valid; for, it takes for granted the matter in dispute. It
supposes Jesus to be no more than a messenger commicsioned of Giod, as Moses
was. This should be proved before it he broughit forward as certain. The ex-
nression, Baptised unto Moses,$ is not of the same import, with being baptized in
the name of Christ. The most that can be intended by the former, iz, that the Is-
raelites, through the instrumentality of Moses, were baptized. The preposition,
eis, as proverly signifies by, or threugh the minisiry of, as unto; and so it is render-
ed by Tremellius. . And ull were baptized by Moses.T 1n this they received him as
a true prophet ; but they were not baptized in his name. Paul was a true apostle,
and believers received him as such, and some were baptized by him ; but he baptiz-
ed not in his own name.||

* Gen. xiv. 21—and xli. 15, 40~Fzra vi. 8—and vii. 21—Dan. iv. 30.~—
1 . b d + Rabbi Thba.
~ee an Lssay on the doctrine of the ‘Lrinity, and the authoritics referred to, b
the author of Horwe Solitare. -1 y(,‘or. X. 2. l cemeeE Y

T Et omnes per ljllxsc!ze buptizati sunt—He adds in a note, Per manum Muschie —
By Moc:® hand, S0 the Syriac version has it - - |1 Cor. i. 14.
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NOTE NO V~SEE PAGE 20.

The authenticity of 4 John v. 7, has been doubted, 'The controversy, in cons
spquence of this, has given occasion to much learned labour, It is not found in
some ancient manuscript dopies; butsit is found in others. The Orthodox can
prove their doctrine without it, although it is a most comprehiensivo, and clear
summary of the evidence for the truth of the T'rimty, which is scaitered over the
sacred pages of scripture. Whether, then. is it more probable, if {raud be in the
case, that those, who did not want it, should izrge it, or, that those, against whom
it operated with a force not to be parried, shovld omit it in some of th~ir manu-
scripts ? The Orthodox were not formerly accused of vitiating the sacred text;
this was not the case with their oppanents. Were its genuineness disproved, it
would make nothing for the Anti-trinitaian. The christian would then say, ** It
is a Bible truth, but it is not taught i ¢his place.”

It is not true, that the orthodox have arceded universally to the heterodox hypo-
thesis respecting this text. With what face vould the following declaration Le
made? Having declared the text an interpolation, the writer* proceeds: ** There
is not indeed, among the learned in Kurope at this time, (1805) any pretension
to the contrary. It is granted on all hands, that John never wrote the passage.”
Indeed ! From whom has Mr. Sherman this information ? .

What though some writers, of the fourth century, have not quoted this text in
their writings? What though it be not found in some ancient copies ? Does it fol-
low that those, it which it is ‘ound, are spurious? Surely not. Jerome made his
translation in the fourth century. He admitted the text to be in ail the best
Greek copies, and, with severity, animadverts upon the want of itin the old Lat.m'
version. It was quoted by Cyprian about A. D. 250, as scripture. ** It is writ-
ten,” says he, * of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, that these three are oo.w.”
More than once he mentions these words ; These three are one, 'Without hesitation,
he quotc: it as what was known to be scripture.t ‘

Wighout the 7th verse the pastage seems incompiete. In verse 8. Three wit-
nesses are spoken of on earth—The spirit, the waler, and the blood. By the spiri*
we understand the gifts bestowed upon the early christians ; by the water, the pu-
rity of the christian system, as symuolized by the washing in baptism; by the
blood, the atonement, as significantly represented in the Lord’s supyper. 1 b-ese
were all upon earth, and, because men were employed in their admuustra‘itnon,
they are represented in ver. 6. as the testimony of men, agreeing, however, in es-
tablishing the great truths implied in the Messiah-ship of Jesus. The witnesses, on
earth, are evidently contrasted with the witnesses in heaven ; the witness of God,
Father, Son, and Spirit, with that of men. Take way ver. 7, and the contrast is
lost ; and instead of force and precision, we have indistinctness, and something like
tautology.

NOTE NO. VI—SEE PAGE 20.

Upon the mysterious doctrine of the Trinity, I have not indulged myself in at-
tempts to explain the modes of personal subsistence. The nearer we kcep to the
language of scripture, respecting this subject, we are the wore safe. It has not
proposed to explain the manner of the Divine Existence, probably, because we
could not comprehend it, or form any profitable idea thereof. But respecting God
we are taught very important facts, and among others, that the Divine Being gub-
sists in three distinct, necessary, and eternal modes ; to tiese, for want of a better
term, we apply the denomination of persons, as corresponding more 'nearly than
any other, in our language, to that employed in the sacred languages in which the
scriptures were written  After reviewing the evidence produced from scripture,
in proof of this doctrine, it would be imj.ertir.ont in any, on this side of infideli y,
to adduce such objections as the following :

1. To say that three are one, and one is three, is & contradiction.

To say that three are one, and one is three, in the same sense, woul’! indeed be a
contradiction ; but to assert, that, in one respect, three are one, and ir_n zsgother
respect, that that one is three, is certainly no contradiction. That God is, in res

* Mr, Sherman, of Mansfield, (Con.)——t See Epist. 73 ud Jubaianuin, et de
unitate Eccl. as quoted by Ridgely and others.
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pect of his modes of existence, three, and, in -respect of his esseuce, vue, 15 hot &
contradictory proposition. This is what we assert. The doctrine of the Trinity
does not appesr more incon«stent, to the Unitarian or Socinien, than some demon-
strable truths in mathemstics, {0 @ man uninstructed in that science. ** ‘i'o say that a
curve line, setting out from a point within & bair’s breadth of a right line, shall run
towards that right line as swift as thought, and yet never be able to touch it, seems
contrary to common sense ; and, were it not clearly demonstrated,——could never
be believed.”* There are few positions in religion, natural -~ revealed, which we
can 80 explain, as to free from apparent inconsistency, in the view of a dispute, of
this world. God is a free agent; yet he is necessarily good. It is tmpossible for
him to love or do evil. These propositions every good man believes. But can he
remove all seeming inconsistency between them ? He cannot ; vzi ke believes them
both. 8o we may suy of moral agency in man, and sovereiguty in God.

04j. 2. The doctrine of the Trinity cannot be counceived of, ani is therefore
practically useless.

That with God a thousand years are as one day, and one day as a thousaud years;
that God is not older now than 5000 years ago, nor younger at present than he wiil
be 5000 years heace, cannot be easily conceived of. Shall we because of this, de-
ny these things? Shall we say, because we cannot fully conceive of God’s infinity,
eternity, and omnipotence ; therefore the belief of these perfections is of no prac-
tical utility ? Can the objector, without hesitation, say, that ne article of faith is
practic .lly uselul, except what L. can readily have a full conseption of ? Sheuld he
reply in the affirmative, I again usk, can he bave a full ecuception of the Deity,
and of ali his glories? Should he be satisfied with admitiiug the practical utility, of
a partial apprehension of the mysteries of the Divine Being, and excellencies, the
practical usefulness, of a similar apprehension of the mystery of the Trinity, may
be allowed to satisfy the believer in that doetrine.

NOTE NO. VII.—-SEE P AGE 35.

The Gnostics were u description of philosophers, that prevailed in the countries
of the east. They derive their name (rom & Greek woid, which signifies science.
They talked of the knowledge of the Deity being lost, and boasted of restoring
it. 7They ackanowledged one Supreme Being, possesting divine excellency. They
saw evil inthe world, and referred it, immediately to maiter, to which they sup-
yosed it essentially to belong. Some of them talked of two eternal beings, one
good, the other evil. They, however, united in the opinion, that this world was
not the workmanship of Him who was supremely gond. The Creator was at best
a mixed character, consisting of qualities good and-bad. Him they denominated,
DemivrceE. Men they admitted to be a compound of depraved matter, and of a
spirit of celestial origin. This spirit was in bondage to earthly principles. They
expected a messenger from heaven, of remarkable sanctity, whose office it should
be to instruct war in divine knowledge, and, through his agency, to emancipate
bim from the tyrants of the world. They conceived of some such character as
Socinians describe Jesus Christ to have been, and were really as orthodox chris-
tians, as European and American unitarians.

When the Goostics saw the miracles that were wrought, in the name of Jesus,
they apprebended that e must have been the expected deliverer. They assumed,
many of them at least, the christian name, blended their philosophical absurdities
with the doctrines of the apostles, and thus early corrupted the religion of Christ.
‘The Gnostic christians denied the Divinity of Christ, though they confessed him to
be the Son of God. They also were compelled, by their previous opinions, to deny
the reality of bis bumanity. The Gnostics were not reeognized as belonging to
the church of Christ. With Cerinthus, one of the leaders in that heresy, John the
divine, as ancient history relates, would not abide under the same roof, lest some
mark of vengeance should falt upon him, while so near such an *scay of his Sav-
iour. Polycarp, the disciple of John, would not sa'ite Marcion, another corrapt-
er of the gospel, in the street. * Own us,” said Marcion, petulantly ; The apos-
tolic man replied; * I do own thee to be the first born of Satan? This conduct
was a practical comment on the inspired injunction; ¢ ¥ theie come any unto you

and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house: -~ er bid him God
sP-eed.”t

* Deism revealed, in Edward’s Observ.——* 2 Joha 10,
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NOTE NO. V1I1.—SEE PAGE 35.

Tt is objected that Col. i. 16, does not mean a real creation. The all things cre
ated, are no other than the all things said to be reconciled, in ver. 20.—The mate-
vial creation did not need, nor was it capable of reconciliation. It means no more
thon a moral reformation emong Jews and Gentiles.

‘The illustrations in the text will enable the reader to detect the fallacy of this
ubjection, in addition to which, observe further, that the objector assumes ac cer-
tain, what might be justly scrupled ; that the all things mentioned, ver. 16, and the
all things epoken of ver 20, are precisely the same. But suppose it to be 80, the
Socinian cooclusion is incorrect. There is an obvious sense, in \vhich all things
may be said to be reconciled to Ged, by the blood of the cross. To understand
this, consider, that the sip of man deranged the whole actual constitution that God
gave to the universe at first. Holy intelligences were at variance with man, be-
cause he was at variance with God. The ground was cursed for his sake, and the
elements of naiure became ministers of vengeance. Man also became the enemy
of man. How different this scene of conflict from that delightful consistency es-
tablished at the beginning. The blood of the cross removes the curse, wkich justice
imposed. Man is reconciled to God and to every upright being ; the sun shines, to
him, with more genial beams, the elements of nature combine to serve him, and
even irreclaimable ememies are controlled, so far as to promote the designs of grace.
There is no part of God’s extended empire, to which, in some respect, the influence
of the great redémption does not reach. Understand aright the system of grace,
and there is no objection of the enemy you cannot silence.

1 add, as a specimen of Socinian exposition, the following illustration of Col. i.
13, 16, by a famed advocate of Unitarianism. It was written while Napoleon di-
vected the affairs of continental Earope. * Of a certain person (Bonaparte) who
now makes a very considerable figure in the world, it may be said with truth, se
far as the civil state of the continent of Europe is concerned, that he is the creator
of all these new ¢ stinctions, bigh and low, whether thrones, or dominions, or, &c,
all these things are made by him, and for him, and he is before them all, takes pre-
cedence both in iime and dignity, acd by him do all these thingsconsist. Yet whe
would infer frowa such language as this, that the present ruler of France isa being
of superior order to mankind, much less that he is the waker of the world? The
tanguage which is true of Bonaparte, in a civil sense, is applicable to Jesus Chriet
in a moral sense ; * but it no more implies pre-existence, or proper creative power,
ia one case than in the other.”!!! Belsham’s letters on Arianism, as quoted by
Dr. Magee. Writers of this school have frequently compared the Saviour to So-
crates, and eeemed doubtful which of the two to piace the highest. They are im-
proving. Bonaparte, while be trivmphed, in Mr. B’s view, had a claim to similar
honours with Jesus; since the fall of Napoleon, those horours have been, piously, by
others, transferred to Alexander of Russia. Rare times!

NOTE NO. IX—SEE PAGE 0.

Rom. ix. 5. explicitly asseris the Deity and buwanity of our Lord. Itisvain
to object, that the expression employed by the apostle, ver. 3. * Kiasmen accord-
ing to the flesh,” rerpecting himself, proves that he had two natures, as clearly as
this used in reference to our Lord proves him to have two. It will be observed t!:at
there is nothing asserted respecting Paul’s being God ouver oll, asis doae respecting
Christ. It is true that the apostle had bretbren of iwo descriptions, the one ac-
cording to the flesh, the other of the household of fuith.

NOTE NO. X—SEE PAGE 57.

‘The word anastasis signifies resurrection ; but it does not sigaify this only, nox
in this place, is the resurrection the most prominent idea presented by the term.
Future life is the translation of Dr. Campbell.—See Campbell’s note on Mat. xxii, 28,

NOTE NO. XI—SEE PAGE %0.

T account for the introduction of moral evil iuto the empire of Gou, hss defied
the ingenuity of man. The scriptural account of it recommends itself, not less to
sound reason than to faith. The buman family became subject to sin, and its ac-
companying woes, by the transgression of one man, Fee an able defence of the
Jacirine of the scriptures on thie head, by President Edwards, a nawe venerablein



ihe chureh of God, and, of itself, sufficient to silence the illiberality of Enropeun
vanity and ignorance, which allege the tendency of American climes to degrade
the bumaa mind.

NOTE NO XII~—-SLEI PAGE 87,

Upon the necessity of the death of Christ, in order to the forgiveness of sinners,
¥ have not spoken very decisively, The point has been disputed by the greatest
and lest of men. Rutherford and Owen took different sides.  The modesty and
caution of Dr, Magee, on this subjact, ure worthy of praise, and, perhaps, of im-
itation. ** To enter into the conncils of the Almighty ” says this learned Divine,
‘**and to decide what infinite wisdom must have determined, under a constitution ot
things different from the present, were a speculation not less absurd than it is impi-
ous.” That the atonement is mnde, and that, throngh it alone, God forgives the
ginner, is admitted by all christians. This is safe ground.

NOTE NO. XII1—SEE PAGE 92,

Does God purpose that all, universally, shall be saved ? If this be answered in the
aflirmative, then, if all, universally, be not saved, we can account for the failure in
one of two ways only: That omnipotence could not accomplish the purpose, or
that the Deity changed his plan. The former will not he readily asserted by any,
who fear God. 'The latter will not be avowed by any who ca{:sider, that, if there
e a change in the purpose of the Divine Being, it must be either for the better or
for the worse ; to admit either of which does not seem consistent with the immu-
table perfection of God; for, if the change be for the better, past imperfection is
implied ; if for the worse, present imperfection appears. Neither of the alterna-
tives can be allowed. '[he scriptures resting our salvation whelly upon grace, for-
Lids the idea of relieving the difficulty, by supposing that man is delinquent in ful-
filling the condition.

- That there are resour 2= «n the gracious power o God, to regenerate every sin-
ner whem he purposes to save does not seem to be.easily rofused; that there is
merit in {he death of Christ to secure pardon for all such, is taught in scripture ;
that, in the renovated heart of the pardoned sinner, God can carry on the good
work of sanctification, is not unreasonable for a christian to suppose ; and, that
such are reconciled to God, and shall be saved, the gospel promise allows us to be-
lieve. If any one of the blessings now recounted be wanting, salvation is impos-
sible. If these be granted, it is impossible not to be saved. Mistakes prevail up-

on this subject from not considering what salvation implies, and not a. .nitting that’

it is of grace and not of ourselves.

Let none say that the view we have taken of thzsubject is cruel. The Calvin-
istic system has much more liberality in its constitution, than that adopted by its
opponcats. The Calvinist grants as much to those who shall never see life, as his
opposer will to the most favoured. We admit and contend, that all are moral
agents, free in cvery volition; that conscience has an influence ; that the gospel
dispensation is accompanied with operations of the spirit; these, however, we
maintain not to be necessarily accompanied by unfeigned faith, and o do our oppo-
nents respecting all influences of grace; that the gospel and its blessings are gen-
crously proposed to all where they are dispensed ; that if this gospel be refused, it
i8 voluntarily refused; that this refusal is the proper result, ¢ not of any puryose
of God, or act of God, but of ¢ depraved soul”? Calvinists grant all this toall : Ar-
minians, do you grant more to any ? You really do not. Yet all this gives no se-
curity that any shall be saved. In what is our system more liberal than the Armi-
nian? In this; we grant to all as much as they do; to some we graut more. To
an innumerable company we contend, that certainly and effectually, the benefits of
redemption shall be applied. And while we contend, that this application shall be
infallibly certain, we also contend, that this certainly is fully consistent with that
liberty which is necessary to the comstitution of a moral agent, I now ask,
whether is that system which, in a full consistency with man’s freecdom, makes ine
fallibly certain the salvation of, perhaps, a countless majority of mankind, or that
which gives assurance for the salvation of none, the more liberal ? The former, un-
doubtedly. And more especially it will appcar so, when it is considered that those
not saved, are, by it, placed on as good a ground, as Arminians allow to any.

We cannot, indeed, deny the eertainty of God’s knowledge of all future events.
Arminians hold, that ** God has thought proper to poise some things om the possi-
bility of being or not being, leaving it to the will of intelligent beings to turn the
scele””  And accordingly e has determined, not to know any event, in which moe-
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Al agents, as such, ure enployed.  Of all such e¢veuts, according to this systew,
God is pleased to remain ignorant, until the volitions of his creature shall revcal
the mystery '* Such a view of the subject we cannot admit. We believe that God
knoweth ‘‘the end from the beginning, and from ancient times, the things that bave
not yet been. The infallibility of God’s knowledge establishes the certainty of
all future events, * His counsel shall stand, and he will do all his plearure.” We
cannot admit that the Saviour, intentionally, died for any, to whom God had not
purposed effectually to apply the merits of his death ; and who, he certainly knew,
would never be interested in it without such application. A denial of this view,
implies an opposition to what essentially belongs to the atonement. 1t should be
understood, that, SEFARATED FROM THE DIVINE INTENTION, AS TO 1T§ END,
THERE WAS NO MERIT IN THE DEATH OF CHRIST. Inattention to this truth,
has led to mich perplexity on the subject of the atonement.

NOTE NO. XIV.~—SEE PAGE 93.

In scripture it 18 never intimated that atonewent is made to the offender, but al-
ways to the offended. Such is the idea universally attached to it. Reconuiliation
is procured by the sacrifice of Christ. ‘I'o whom was that sacrifice offered ? To
the offender, or to the offended ? Was not God disp'eased at the sin of man? Was
not the atonement made to turn away from the sinner this dispieasure and its ef-
fects? Was it not made to him whom we had offended ? But it is objected, that
God is never said to be reconciled to man, but always man to God ; as in 2 Cor, v,
20. ‘* Be ye reconciled to God.” That is, lay down your enmity against him. Is
this indced, the whole meaning of the expression, fo be reconciled, in the New Testa~
ment? Consult Mat. v 28, 23. Here our Lord describesa persoa who had given
just cause of offence to his brother; he comes to worship ; he remembers that bis
hrother has, justly, a charge against him. What is he to do? Hear the direction
““Go thy way: first BE RECONCILED to thy brother”—How? Certainly, by
making to him a satisfaction for the injury done, as well as by laying down his en-
mity against him. The sacrifice of Christ effects this for the sinner. Satisfaction is
therchy made ¢o justice for sin,t and grace to remove enmily from the heart is
procured by that offering. ‘It is given in the behalf of Chriet to believe ou.
him”} Ovr reconciliation is actually perfected by presenting to God that atone-
raent of Christ, made in our place, this presentation of the atonement is made, by
.uat faith which indicates a heart submissive to ihe righiteousness of {od our fa-

¥4l
NOTE NO. XV~—~SEE PAGE 98.

Fallen man is prone to be wise beyond what is written. It has before been in-
timated thet by mingling, at an early period, a false philosophy with the doctrines
of christianity, that holy system, in meny places, was corrupted. The inventions
and spurious combinations of past ages, lecave but little room for the ingenuity of
AERESIARCHS in modern timnes. The doctrine of the Trinity and the incarnation
of Christ were denied, if not in the first, certainly in the second century, with
greater and smaller degrees of absurdity, as best suited the views of those who
found it convenient to Jay aside the authority of scripture. In the third century,
the advocates of error, recpecting the Trinity, became more numerous, NoETIUS,
SaBerLIvs and others, advocated the opinion broached iu the preceding age by
PraxeAs at Rome, who denied any real distinction between the Father, Son and
Moly Spirit. About the same time, Paul of Antioch expressly denied the Deity
of Christ, and in A.D. 269, was, by the judgment of the ministers of the Church,
degraded from lis office. 'The real distinction between the persons of the Godhead
had been, uniformly, mamtained by the church, ard the opposers thereof had been
censured. Attempis to explain to the comprehension of man, what is bt compre-
hensible, the modes of the Divine subsistence, produced farther heresies. ARrivs
arose in the following century, and avowed Christ to be no more than a highly
dignified creature. Tliese controversies gave rise to terrible ecenes bothin Church
and ftate. The Arian heresy has had its advocates also in modern t'mes. But
the Arians have chiefly heen melted down into the Socivian sect.

The seatiments of this sect, according to some, originated from a Society formed
in A.D, 1546 at Venice and Vieenza, in Italy. The essential parts of their system

* See Dr. Adam Clark’s commentary on Acts, ii. 23, with his remarks at the end
of the chaptet. Dr. Clark is an Arminian Methodist, a learned man, and a bold
Theologue. The ebove is the spirit of is sentiments on the defernine!c coursd end
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is believed to have been formed by LArvLrvs SoziNvs, a native of Tuscany, who
died in A. D. 1562, and from whose writings his nephew, Favstus Soziwuy,
chiefly formed that system which has since beea known under the nnme of Socinian-
ism, and which its advocates dignify with the appellation of Unitarianism. Its
leading dogmas are, thut, in the Godhead, there is but one person; that Jesus
Christ isa mere creature ; that he was instructed to teach mankind more perfectly
the will of God; that he confirmed the truth of his doctrines by his death; that
mankind have power to obey his instructions ; that such as obey him shall, at some
future time, in new bodies, be happy in heaven; that such as are disobedient shall,
after being punished for a time, be annihilated ; that the doctrine of the resurrec-
tion is the great distinguishing article of christianity.

The mortality of the soul was held by some visionaries who professed the chris-
tian name, in the third century. The opinion was opposed and condemned by a
full council in Arabia. The name of the author was too obscure to reach us. Per-
haps he resembled the present advocate of this mortal doctrine among us. The
opinion of Christ’s personal reign, in human nature, on earth for one thousand
years, had for its author one worthy of being associated with E. Smith; it was
CERINTHUS, of whom mention is made in Note vii. In the violent opposition
discovered, by this successor of CERINTHUS, against literature, he has the worthy
example of MonTANvUS in the second century. He imagined himself to be the
Comforter, promised by our Lord to his disciples. He was for banishing from
among christians all philosophy, arts and polite literature. Among his followers,
says the historian, ‘* ignorance reigned.” In his public services, too, this obscure
Phrygian, likz our E. Smith, had his female aids. Priscirra and MaxiMini A,
ladies more remar'rble for some other qualities than their virtues, united under
the banners of MonTANUS, prophesied like him, and imitated his various extrav-

agancies.*
NOTE N9O. XVI.—-SEE PAGE 99.

It is not enough for E. S. and his followers thata doctrine be found in scripture.

However evident it may be, unless found in express terms, it will be rejected. To
be consistent all their discourse, upon religious subjects, should be precisely in
scripture language, and, as none of the inspired writers of scripture, wrote in Eng-
lish or any modern language, they should use the word of God in the original
tongues only. Upon their ground, it is dangerous to take a version made by mau,
and especially by men, who may have been educated in a College.

NOTE NO. XVII—SEE PAGE 101.

E. 8. informs us that he was some years a preacher among the Calvinistic Baptists.
How couid he be so long among them, and not know how they hold the doctrines
of grace ? I conclude that he is either destitute of a common share of brain, or pos-
sessed of an uncommon share of dishonesty. Oune or other of these, if not a com-
hination of both, can alone account for his numerous misrepresentations of Calvin-
istic dectrine. Take the following as a specimen, which he represents as a com-
mon sentiment of those who advocate that system. ‘‘ Some are made to be damned
and some to be saved, without any regard to believing or disbelieving”t—I dare
assert. that such a sentiment never was exhibited, by the most unguarded preacher
or writer on the side of Calvinism. The man, who is capable of such unqualified
miscepresentation, was unworthy of any place in a society so respectable as that,
which claims as its own, a Gill, a Keach, a Bootn, a Stoughton, &ec.

*See Mosh. Eccles. Hist. vol. i. p. 231~233.—1See E. Smith’s 2d Ser. on Election.
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» ERRATUM. |

The distance of the author from the press has becn the occasion of some over-
sights escaping it. The reader will be good enough to correct the following :

Page 7. before deism delete the comma, and insert of—p. 10. 1. 6. for cause read
course-—p. 12. 1. 13, after part insert of—p. 26. 1. 36. for saved r, served—p, 27.1. 1.
for when we hear, r. where we have—-do. 1. 24, for IV, J. r. N, T.—do. 1. 29. for
confirmation, r. conjunction—p. 39. 1. 40. for humility, r. humanity—p. 32. 1. 83. for
ithese v, three—p. 34. 1. 5. for refuted, r. refused—p. 87. 1. 4. from the foot, for man.
r. men—p. 40. 1. 87. delete the words, of Christ—p. 42. 1, 20. for 1t r. He~p. 48. 1.
38. for apostles, r. apostle—p. 66. 1. 28, for furnishing, r. punishing—p. 67. 1. 3. for
e, r. we—p. T1.1, 29, for oijjection, r. objections—p. 75. 1. 10. for The view, r. This
view=p. 100. for women r. woman. Some errors in punctuation have alza escaped.
which the intelligent reader will epsily correct.
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