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HE fullowing Difcourfes, having been
" fubmitied by the Author to our Peru-
[al before Publication, we heartily agreed in
declaring our Approbation of them, and «-e
of Opinion, that they contain a very diftinét
and accurate View of the great Subjed, of
which they profefs to treat,and, particularly,
that as the flridle/} Attention is paid to the
Order and Conneélion of [yftematic Truth, fo
the Influence ¢f that Truth, upon vital and
prallical Religion, is Ll kept i View, as
15 great 0b)edl, and confiiiuting 1£’s prin~
c:pal Excelicnce.  We therefore cheerfully
recommend them to the perufal of ferious
Perfonsof every Clafs and Age, with whom
our Ofinion may have any Weight.

Josin WiTHERSPOON,

Joun Robpcers.
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F A I T H.

H E B. xi. 6.

Bur witHouT FAITH IT 18 IMPOS§SI-
RLE TO prLEASE Hium.

[FAITH f{uftains an eminent place
amongft the rhriftian graces, ané ihie
dottrine refeing it conflitutes an im-
portant article in the chriftian creed.—
““ Topleafe God" isthe end of all religion:
but “ without Faith’’ we are aflured in my
text, “1tisimpoflible to pleafe him.”” Yet
neither is it every kind of faith, nor every
thing that is defigned by this term, that
will be effe@ual for the purpofe. There
is not, perhaps, a word in fcrinture; which
has fo many different acceptations, or is
ufed in a greater variety of fenfes. Faith
hnds a placein moft authiors who have writ-
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ten upon divinity; and it is a fubjeét fre-
quently difcuffed in the pulpit.  Noris
there one upon which there is a greater
variety, not to fay oppofition of {entiment,
amonglt thofe who have undertaken to
treat of it.  Indced, as far as I have been
able to oblerve, the fceming, or real op.-
pofition of fentiment, which has taken
place amongft thofe who have undertaken
tg difcufs this fubjedl, has arifen from
me general fource, namely, the want of
tkill, or care to diftinguifh the diffcrent
acceptations of this term. 1f I am not
much miftaken it will require a great deal
of attention, application, and care, fully
to adjuft the various views which are
given of 1t in the word of God. It 1s a
copious theme. Some have confidered it
in one reipet, and fome in another. Dit-
ferent things may be faid upon it; and yct,
taken in a proper light, or, with refpect
to the different branches of it, they may
all be right.

This is a fubje@l, my brcthren, upon
which I have thought much: and, I can
truly fay, there is not another in divinity
of'which I have found greater difhiculty
in attaining to clearand fatisfablory views.
All the treatifes upon faith, which 1 have
fcen, have been carcfully coniulted ; and
although, with refpc€ toparticularbranches.
- of the fubjet, or particular views in which
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it is exhibited in the word of God, fome
of the authors have done it confiderable
juftice, yet, I muft fay, neither of them
-have confidered it cither in that extent,
or with thataccuracy and precifion which,
in my opinion, was neceflary. Thefe con-
fidcrations have induced me to attempt a
full difcuffion of it ; for which feveral dif~
eourles will be requifite, and the pafflage
of {cripture I have read to you will be a
fuitable foundation for the whole.

‘The fubjett is, in itfelf, of the greateft
importance. Each of you have an im-
mediate, an infinite concern in it I hope,
therefore, taat a thorough invefligation of
it will not prove unprofitable, tedious, or
unfatistatlory: and that, in the profecu-
tion of it, I may promife myfelf your di-
Jigent attention, and confcientious applx-
cation.

“The great bufinefs, then, which lies
beforc us, upon this (ubjeé} is, To fhew
you what that faith is without which it is
impoflible to pleafe God: without which
we fhall neither find acceptance with hlm,
nor obtain falvation from him.

In my prefent difcourfe, which is whol-
ly dcligned as introduttory to, and pre-
paratory for,what is principally mtended 1
fhall lead you to a general view of the
ufe which is made of the terms faith, or
belicving in the word of God; or of the




[ 8 1]

different kinds of faith mentioned in it:
fo far only, however, as may be neceffary
to my purpole, and may nhot interfcre
with what will naturally fall in our way in
the further profecution of the fubjett.
Faith then, is fometimes taken for that
fidelity which is manifefted in fullilling a
compatt, or performing a promifc. In this
fenfe 1t is applied unto God. Rom. 1.
3. “ For what if fome did not believe?
“ {hall their unbclicf make the faith of
“ God of nonc effett.’”” Shall, as if he had
faid, the unbclief of fome, or even of a
confiderable number of thofe to whom
“ were committed the oracles of God,”
difannul or fruftrate the accomplifhment
of his word? fha'l it either deftroy the
faithfulnefs of God to his promiles, or
prevent our rcceiving them, and owning
their accomplifhment with a becoming
regard ? And that this is the fenfe in
which fatth 1s to be taken here 1s, T think,
manifeft from what the Apoftle adds in
the next verfe. * God forbid;” fays he,
“yea, let God bc true but every mana
“ liar.”” Far be it from us, as if he had
faid, that we fhould entertain a thought
fo difhonourable of God; much lefs, in-
finuate any thing of the kind. Yea, al-
though every man fhould prove faithlefs
and unworthy of having any confidence
r>pofed 1n him, yet, let it ever be main-
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tained as 2 moft certain, and inviolable
truth, that God is, and muft neceflarily
be, faithful to his word, and to the accom-
plithment of all his promifes.—1It 1s {fome-
times taken for a perfuafion of the lawful-
nefs of things indifferent. Asin Rom.
xiv. 22. 23. “ Haft thou faith? have it
“ to thylell before God. Happy 1s he
“ that condemneth not himfcelf in that
‘““ thing which he alloweth. And he that
“ doubteth 1s damned 1if he eat, becaule
“ he eateth not of faith: for what{oever
“ is not of faith,1s fin,’  Haft thou faith?
doft thou know, and art thou vcri}y per-
fuaded. that there is nothing, of 1tlzif, ur-
clean? have this pufuahon to thyfel f, Jet
it be betwixt God and thiue ownr con-
{cience, without making any vrfeaisurple
difcovery of it to the ofte: e of r ihers
who are weak. But if he, e reaily in
his confcience, makes a ::f’ rence be-
twixt one kind ot food an¢ . nctiier, eat
what he thinketh to be u ! r;m,, he 1s
damned: doth what is offen’: e God,
and wounding to his own conleiciice.—

The rcafon follows, “ becaufi: hr eateth
“not of faith,” or from a peiization of
the lawfulncels of thenaflion, ar:l of the
approbation of God in the periorinance
ot 1it: and “ whatfover is not faith, is fin,””
It is fometimes taken for the gofpel which
exhibits the objeéts of faith, and is gene-
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rally the mean of begetting it in thofe
who hearit.  In this fenfe 1s 1t ufled.—
Afts xxiv. 24. where we arc told, that I'e-
}ix beard Paul “ concerning the faith in
“ Chrift.”” In this fenfe ailo s 1t ufed,
(ial. 1. 23. “ But they had heavd only,
““that he which perfccuted ns m times
*“pafl, now preacheth the faith which
““once he deftroyed.” It 1s {ometimes
taken for a profvﬂmn of the golpel, Cak
Vl. 10. ‘* As we have therelore opporiu-
“nity, let us do good unio all men, cf-
““ pecially to them who are of tie houf-
“ hold ol faith.” And in the 8th verfle of
the 11t chapter of the Epiftle to the Ro-
mans, the Apoitle tells them, “1 thank
“my God, through Jefus Chrift, for you
““ail, that your Faith s {poken of through-
“out the world.” Tt 1s fometimes taken
both for a belief of the divine declara-
tions,and the performance of our ownaobli-
gations and promilfes. In this lenfe s 1t
uled, Duet. xxxii. 20. “ And he fiud 1
“ will hide my face from them, I will fee
“ what their end fhall be: for they are a
“very froward generation, children in
*“ whom is no faith.” That 15, they neither
believe what I fay, norpufarm what they
themfelves promile. It is frcquently ta-
ken for Jefus Chrift and lns vighteoutnefs,
which are fpecial objeéls of faith, and are
apprehended and applied by the foul in i
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exercife of it.  In this fenfe is it taken in
“all thofe paflages in which we are faid to

be jultificd by faith, and to be faved by
farth,  For we are juftilied and faved by
faith, not as though 1t were our rightcoul-
nefs, or the meritorious caufe of our juf-
tification and falvation: but relatively
and inftrumentally; as 1t has refpect to

Jefus Chrift, who is the Lord our righte-,

oufnefs: as it unites us to him, and gives
us an interelt in all the benehits of his pur-
chafe. It is fometimes taken for an affent
to the truth of a propofition, whether the
evidence of it he that of teftimony, rea-
fon, or fenfe.  John xx. 8. “ Then went
“1n alfo thar other difciple, which came
‘“firft to the f{epulchre, and he faw and
“believed,””  This is believing upon the
cvidence of fenfs and of realon. The

{fame al{o was the faith of Thomas, if not

built entirely upon the evidence of
{enfc, as will appear: by comparing the
25th and 2gth verfes of the famc 2oth
chapter of John, “ The other difciples
“ therefore faid unto him, we have feen
““ the Lord. Buthe faid unto them, except

“ T fhall fee in his hands the print of the

" nails, and put my finger into the print
“ ot the nails, and thrult my hand into his
“{ide, 1 wili not believe-—Jelus faid unto
“him, Thomas, becaufe thou haft feen
“me thou halt believed: bleffed are thev

)
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“ that have not {cen, and yet have believ.
“ed.”” Of faith, built upon the evidence
of teftimony, we have an account, Heb.
xi. 3. “ Through faith we anderftand that
“ the worlds were framed by the word of
¥ God fo that things which are feen were
“ not made of thmg.s which do appear.”
It is {ometimes taken for that parti-
cular perfuafion by which perfons were
enabled to perform miracles, or qualified
to be the fubjeéts of them. That therc
was a faith which had a particular refpeét
to, and was folely exercifed apout the
, workmg of miracles. ismanifeft from ma-
ny paﬂaws of {cripture, particularly Matt.
xvii. 20. where a cale was brought to the
difcipif's, namely, to calt out a devil,
which they being unable to do, it was
brought to our Lord: when the miracle
was wrought his difciples enquired, why
they could not calt him out? “ And Jefus
“ {aid unto . m, bccaufe of your unbe-
“ licf, for venlyi {ay unto you, if ye have
“ faith a5 a grain of muiftard feed, ye fhall
“ fay to this mountain, remove lience to
“ yonder place, and it fhall remove, and
“ nothing fhall be impolt.ble unto you.”

Matt. xxi. 21. * Jelus aulwercd and
“ faid unto them, verniy 1 lay unto vou,
“if yc bave laith and ‘loubt not, ye e {hall
‘“not only do this which 1s done to the
“ fig-tree, but alfo, if yc fhall fay unto




[ 13 ]

« (his mountain, be thou removed, and
« he thou caft into the fea; i1t fhall be
« done.” This is the faith alfo which was
requircd of Pcter, to enable him to walk
upon the fea, and for the weaknefs of
which he was upbraided by our Saviour,
when he was finking, in thefe” words:i—-
Matt. xiv. gt. © O thou of little faith,
“ wherefore didft thou doubt?” From
thele paffages of feripture it evidently ap-
pcars, that this faith was required in the
perfo nby whom a miracle was to be per-
formed, and that without it he could not
work it.  But, befides this we find, that
there was a faith frequectly required of,
and exercifed by the perfons upon whom,
or, at whofe folicitation, the miracle was
wrought. Thus our Lord told the woman,
who, by touchiug the hem of his garment,
had heen cured of an iffue of bluod, of
which fhe had been difcaled twelve years.
“ Daughter, be of good comfort; thy
“faith hath made thee whole,” When
certain perfons told Jairus, the ruler of
the {ynagogue, * Thy daughter is dead,
“why troubleft thou the malter any fur-
“tuer? Jelus faith urto him, be not afraid,
“only believes” L) faith he, to the
man who brought his fon to him that was
poflefled ota devil, “Ii thou canft believe, |
“all things are poflible to him that be-
“licveth. Said I not unto thee,” that is
3
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unto Martha, refpe@ing the refurre@ion of
Lazarus, “that if thou wouldft believe,

“ thou {houldeft {ce the glory of God : e
And it is faid ofthe lame man, at Lyitra,

that, “ Paul, ftedfaltly beholdmg]nm per-
« ceived that he had faith to be healed.”
What this faith was, how it operated, or
upon what pamcular objefts it fixed, or
was exercifed about, may be xmpolhbl

for us precifely to determine. It appears
to me molt probable, that it was a tirm
perfuafion, wrought in the mind, of the
purpofe and power of God rc{pcttum the
rairacle to be wrought. This faith is to
be ranked dmon"{tthe extraordinary gifts
cf the holy fpm[, which have all long {mcc
cealed,being defigned for the firft propaga-
tion and citablifiment of the gofpel. Itwas
frequently to be found in thofe who were
truly the children of God. Thus the
Apoftles, and many others who werc par-
takers of the grace of Godin Jefus Chnit,

had a powcr of working miracles. But it
was not rcitricted to them. This faith was
{uch as perfons might have, who were, not-
withilanding, ftrangers to the faith of God’s
clett, and might never be faved. This 1s
cvident from the declaration of our Lord,

Matt. vil. 21, 22, 23. “ Not cvery one
¢ that {aith unto me, Lord, lLord, f{hall
“ enter into the kingdom of heaven: but
* he thatdoth the will of my father, which
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«is in heaven. Many will fay unto me in
« that day, Lord, Lord, have we not pro-
‘ phefied in thy name? and 1in thy name
* have calt out devils? and in thy name
“ have done many wonderful works? And
“ then will I profefs unto them, 1 never
“ knew you: depart from me, ye that
“ work iniquity.”” Judasis exprefsly men-
tioned as one of the twelve whom our
Lord ordained to be Apoftles, and to
whom ‘““ he gave power againft unclean
“ {pirits, to caft them out, and to heal all
“ manner of ficknefs, and all manner of
‘““ difcale.” And the Apoftle Paul fup-
poles, that a perfon might have all faith,
or the faith of miraclesin the greatelt per-
fction, fo that he could remove moun-
tains, and yecr be deftitute of charity, or
love 9 God and his neighbour, and fo a
firanger to faving faith, and fail of eternal
falvation. “ Though*’ fays he, “Uhave all
“ faith, (o that I could remove mountains,
“ and have not charity, I am nothing.”
Faith is alfo frequently taken for a fpe-
culative knowledge of, and bare affent to
the truths of religion. This is generally
terimed an nftorical Fath, Te 1s {o (‘:l“c,‘d,
not from 1U’s objett, as thouzh the hiftort-
cal parts of [cripture were the only things
about which it is cxercifed 5 1t may
cqually refpett the whole word of God
vut it 1s fo called from the nature of the

[
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affent, being fuch as we give to hiftorical
relations which are credibly made to us.
This 1s the faith which Simon the forcerer
had, who is faid (Aéls viii. 13,) to have
belicved ; whilft, at the fame time, his
heart was not right in the fight of God,
and he was ftill in the gall of bitternefs,
and in the bond of iniquity. This was thé
faith of thoie, who, in the parable of the
fower, are faid to receive {eed by the way
fide: who, hearing the word of the king-
dom and underftanding it not, the wicked
one cometh, and catchath away that which
was fown in their hearts. And of thefe
who received {feed among the thorns, in
whom the care of this world, and the de-
ceitfulnefs of riches choke the word, and
they become unfruitful. Such was the
faith of thofe mentioned, John ii. 23—
“ Now when he was 1n Jerufalem at the
“ paffover, in the feaft day, many believed
“in his name, when they faw the mira-
“ ¢cles which he did.” Conccrning whom
it is immediately added, “ But Jefus did
“ not commit himfclf unto them, becaufe
“ he knew all men, and needed not that
“any fhould ‘teftify ¢f man : for he
“ knew what was in man.”” This 1s the
faith, alfo, fpoken of at large, by the
Apoftle james, 1. 14.—20. “ What doth
“it proht, my brethren, though a man
“{ay he hath faith, and have not works?




Y
¢ can faith fave him? If a brother or fif-
« ter be naked, and deftitute of daily food;
“ and onc of you fay unto them, depart n
‘“ pcace, be you warmed, and flled: not-
“ withltanding yc give them not thofe
““ things which arc ncedful to the body,
“ what doth it profit? Even fo faith, if it
¢ hath not works, is dead, being alone.
‘“ Yca, a mannay fay, thou haft faith,and
“ T have works: fhew me thy faith with-
“ out thy works, and I will fhew thce my
“ faith by my works. Thou believett that
‘“ there is onc God; thou doft well: the
‘“ devils alfo bclicve and tremble. But
‘“ wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith
‘“ without works is dead.” This faith is
fometimes in an higher and fometimes in
a lower degree, according to the naturc
and ftrength of the evidence, and the ap-
plication of the mind to it. It {ometimes
produces confidcrable effeéls; and fome-
times few, or nonc at all: according to
the naturc of it's objeét, and the intereft
which the fubje& of it feels he has in it. In
fome, 1t is a mere fpeculative knowledge
of, and bare affent to the truths of reli-
aion, which has little or no influence up-
on the mind or praétice. In others, be-
{ides the knowledge of, and affent to re-
vealed truths, there may be an approba-
tion of them, anda joy inhearing and re-
cciving them : but the  approbation not
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being entire, nor the joy properly founded,
it fails of producing the peaccabie fruits
of righteoufnefs in them which arc the
fubjeéts of it. When it arifesto this height,
and produces thefe cffeéts, it is generally
diftinguifthed by the name of a temporary
faith. This name is taken from an expref-
fion ufed by our Lord refpeéting the {tony
ground hearers. Matt. xiii. 20, 21. * But
‘“ he thatreceived the feed into ftony pla-
‘“ ces, the fame i1s he that heareth the
““ word, and anon with joy receiveth it:
‘“ yet hath he not root in himfelf, but du-
* reth for awhile; [literally, is tempora-
ry:] it will not ftand the teft, but in the
time of trial proves, like the goodnefs of
Epbraimand Judah, as the morring cloud,
and as the carly dew it goeth away: * for
*“ when tribulation or perfecution arifeth
‘“ becaufe of the word, by and by he is
‘¢ offended.” Such was the faith of Herod,
who ¢ feared John, knowing that he was
*“ a juft man, and an holy, and obferved
‘“ him, and when he heard him he did
‘““ many things, and heard him gladly.”
Such was the faith of thofe to whom the
prophet received the commiflion. Ifaiah,
Lviil. 1. ¢ Cry aloud, {pare not ; lift up
“ thy voice like a trumpet, and fhow my
“ people their tranfgreflion, and the houle
“ of Jacob their fins.””- Concerning whom
it is notwithftanding declared 1n the very
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next verfe. ¢ Yect, they feek me daily,
“ and delight to know my ways, as a na-
“ tion that did righteouinefs, and forfook
“ npot the ordinance of their God: they
“ afk of me the ordinances of juftice: they
“ take delight in approaching to God.”’—
Such alfo was the faith of thofe mention-
ed, Ezek. xxxiii. 30, 31, 32. “ Alfo thou
“ fon of man, the children of thy people
“ ftill are talking againft thee by the walls,
“ and in the doors of the houfes, and fpeak
““ one to another, every one to his brother,
“ faying, Come, I pray you, and hear what
“is the word that cometh forth from the
“ Lord. And they come unto thee as the
“ people cometh, and they fit before thee as
“ my peaple, and they hear thy words, but
“ they will not do them: for with their
““mouth they fhew much love, but their
‘““ heart goeth after their covetoufnels. And
“lo, thou art unto them, asavery lovely
“ fongof one that hath a pleafunt voice, and
“ can play well on an inftrument: for they
“ hear thy words, but they do them not.”

Belides thofe, which I have already ta-
ken notice of, there is another, and very
particular fenfe in which the terms faith,
or believing, are uled in feripture, name-
ly—As defigned to point out that att, or
thofe exercifes of foul which give the per-
fon, who is the {ubjeét of them, an intereft
i the bleflings of falvation; and through
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which, ali who are poffefed of it, Mall,
undoubtedly, be faved. Inthis fenle, there
are various expreflions iede ule of, inthe
word of God, to poiat it out. As returna-
ing, aud coming, } v,oul 22, ¢ Rc&um,
“ ve back- ‘hci.xw chitdren, 2ad I will heal
“ vourback-flx lmge' benold we come -
“ to thee, for thou art the Lord our God.”
Mat. xi. 28. “ Come unto me, all ye thae
* labour, and arc heavy laden, amd 1 will
“ give you refl.”’—-Receiving. johni. 12
“ Biit as many as received him 10 them
“ gave he power to beeone the fons of
“ God, even to them that belicve on his
« nime.—1 ooking. Ma.xev.22, “Loox
“uato me, and be ye faved, all tlu, ends
“ of the earth: for I am Gol, aid there
“is none clle.”—Flying to, mmi laying
hold of. Heb. vi. 8. “That 0oy two un-
“nutable things, in which it was impolbibic
“for God to lic, we might have a ftrong
“ confolation, whe have fled for refuge 1o
“ lay hold upon the hope fet before us.'”
~-Turning. Zech. 1x. 12. “ Turn yc to
“ the itrong hold, ye prifoners of hope,
“cven to day do 1declare, that T will
*“ render double unto thee.”—Trufting
and ltaying. Ifa. r. 16. “Who1s nm()mz;
“ you that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth
“ tlu. voice of his fervant, that walketh
“in darknels, and bath wo light ? Let

¢ him truft in the name of the Lord, and
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“ flay upon his God.” Eph. 1. 12, 13.
¢« That we fhould be to the praife of his
“ glory, who farft trofled in Chuft.  In
““ whom alfo ye trufted, after that ye heard
“ the word of truth, the gofvel of your
“ {alvation, In whom alfo, after tha ye
“ belicved, ye were fealed with that hely
“ fpiritof promife.’'--Waiting:, Pl cxxx.
5, 6. 1 wait for the Lore, wi - foul doth
“ wait, and in his w~rd Jo Toupe. My
¢ foul waiteth for the [ood, more than
¢ they that wateh for vce v rning e 1 ey,
““ more thai 2 %t o ek for the morn..
“ing.”” By i ' aad many other figura-
tive exprefliors, drawn from natural aéli-
ons, 1s the {piricaal alt of beiieving repre
fented tous, in e word of God. Faithas
fometimes {aid v fix on, or terminate in
God. 2 Chron. xx. 20. ¢ Bu.ieve 1n L2
t Lord your Gad, {o fhall ye b cltobdfh-
“ ed.”” Mark xi. 28. ¢ And Tefus ara
¢ {ering, faith unto them, have faith in
“ God.”  John xi. 44. *¢ Jefus cticd and
“ fard, he that believeth on me, belicvein
““ not on me, but on bim that f{ent me.’*
Heb. vi. 1. @ Therefore, leaving the prin.
“ ciples of the dottrine of Chnilt, let us
Y ogo on unto pecfettion; not laying agaia
“the joundation of repentance from de’d
%i works, and of faith towards God.” It
is fometimes faid to hix upon fome one of
the perfetions of God, as his mercy, nis
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truth, or his faithfulnefs. Sometimes on
Jefus Chrift.  John vi. 29. “ This is the
“ work of God, that ye believe in whom
“ he hath fent.”” A&s. xvi. 31. “ Bclicve
“on the Lord Jefus Chrift, and thou fhalt
“be faved.”” Somctimes in God, 1nor
through Jefus Chrift. 1 Pet.1. 25. “Who
“ by him do belicve in God, that raifed
“him up from the dcad, an(l gave him
‘ glory ; that your faith and hopc might
“be 1n God.””’—Somctimes on the decla-
rations and promifes of the gofpel. 1 John
v. 10, 11. ‘“ He that believeth on the
*“ fon of God, hath the witnefs in himfelf,
“ he that believeth pot God hath made him
““aliar; becaufc he believeth not the re-
cord that God gave of his fon. .And
this is the record, that God hath given
to us cternal hfc' and this Life ws 1 Ias
fon.”” P ocexix. qe.  “ So {hall T have
wherewith to anfwer him that reproach-
cth me: forItrultin thy word.”  1ich.
x1. 13. “ Thele all died in faith, nothav-
“ing reccived the promiles, bud having
“ feen than afar off, and were perluaded
“ of them, and embraced them, and con-
“ felled that they were {trangers and pil-.
“ grins on the carth.’ -—-Smncumes the
death and relurrcction of Jelus Chrilt
are {poken of as the objeils of faith.—

1 Thef. v. 14. “ Forif we belicve that
¢ Jelus died, and role again, ecven {o them
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“ alfo which fleep in  Jefus, will God
“ bring with him.”—And fometimes {fal-
vation through Chrift. Aéts xv. 11, “But
“ we believe, that through the grace of
“ our Lord Jefus Chrift, we thall be faved
“cven as they.”

Are you not now, my brethren, in fome
meafure perfuaded of the truth and weight
of what I ebferved to you near the begin.
ning of this difcourlc? If you have not
known it before, are you not now {fenii-
ble of the difliculty of attaining to clear,
precife, and fatisfattory views of the vari-
ous obie&ls of faith, and of the correfpond-
ing cxercifes of the foul in believing ?

From the general view, which we have
taken, of the application of the terms faith
or believing, in {cripture, I think 1t is cvi-
dent, that the whole, which is"any where
defigned by it, may be reduced to two par-
ticular things. In the 1t place, a credit-

B ing the truth of what is reported. 2d. Re-

lying upon, or confiding in a perfon to
make good his engagements or promilcs
to us. The firlt of thofe is founded upon,
and will be in proportion to the opinion
which we have of the underftanding and
veracity of the perfon by whom the re-
port i1s made. 1f we count him {o intel-
ligent that he cannot be miftaken, and fo
honeft that he will not deceive, we yield

L an unrcierved aflent to what he relutes :
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and in proportion to the confidence which
we have in him, in thefe refpeéts, will our
belicl be of what he reports? The other
is founded upon, and will be in preportion
to, the opinion which we have of the abi-
lity and difpofition of the perfon, who has
brought himfelf under obligation to us,
to make good his engagements. If we
count him fo wifc that he is able to take
into the account every poflible contingen-
cy, and to provide clte@ually againft it ;
{fo powerful that nothing can counteract
his plealure, orlay any reftraint upon him;
and fo faithtul and true, that of all which
he has promifed one1ota or tittle fhall not
fail of its full accomplilhment ; we place
an unfhaken confidence in him. When
any perfon then, according to this gencral
definition of faith, {o credits the declara-

tions, and {o rclies upon the faithfulnefs of j

God to accomplifh the promifles contained
in his word, as to be fuitably influenced

by them, he is, no doubt, the {ubjelt of

faving faith.

Here a queftion arifes which hac been
confidcrably agitated,and relpecting which
I find a dircet oppoliton of fentiment
amonglt divines ol the firlk note.  The
queftion is, Whether faving taith be, in its
nature, difterent from, or only an higher
degree of hiftorical faith ¢ fome fuppofe
thern dudlerent 1 thar natures; whalit

= :f%"%\;f}: Tk :“ .
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others are of opinion, that faving faith is
only hiftorical faith carried to an higher
degree, {o as to have the afcendency, and
become operative and efte&ual.

Without declaring myfclf, ablolutely,
upon one fide or the other, in this con-
troverfy ; or detaining you {o much as to
mention the arguments alledged, by each
party, in fupport of its different opinion,
I fhall, briefly, lay before you a few con-
fiderations, by which, I think, thofe kinds
of faith may be clearly diftinguifhed ;
which, perhaps, is all that is neceflary.—
Things are, in fome meafure, known to us
by their pperations and eftefs : of their
natures, we are, in general, entirely igno~
rant. ““ As thou knowcelt not the way of
“ the {pirit, nor how the bones do grow
“in the womb of her that is with child :
‘“even {o thou knoweft not the works of
“ God who maketh all.  The wind blow-
“cth where 1t lifteth, and thou heareft
“the found thereof, but canft not tell
““whence it cometh, and whether it goeth :
“fo is every one that is born of the
“{pirit.”’

In the 1ft place then, there is fomething
common to both thele, and, indeed, to all
kinds of faith. They are an affent found-
ed on teltimony @ they are a dependance
u}pon the veracity or f{aithfulnefs of ano-
ther,
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ed. Saving faith doth not exclude hif.
torierl faith. It prefuppofes it—1Ir i built
upon it--And it implics in it what s pood,
both in hiftorical and temporary faith,~—— -
But, |

st Hittorical and temporary foith may &
be found in thole who are @ in - their
natural, finful ftate ; who are irangers to
a work of regencration, and confeguent-
ly cannot, whilll in this late. fee the king.
dom of God. Saving faith flows from the
new nature. It s only to be found in
thofe who have been horn agamn. It is
an cxcriton of the fisiritual hife in thofe
who are made alive unto Ge.! through
Jelus Chrifl. The one is the produét of §
nature. or ot the common operations of W
the fpirit: the other is not of onrfclves ;
it is the gift of Gud. It is givenus, on the
behall ol Chrift, 1o believe on his name,
with that faith which will be cffcflual to
the faving of the foul. Al fuch as are
poffeiled of this faith are fubjetts of the
kingdom of grace, and heirs of the glo-
vy which (hall be revealed and fhall be
“kept, by ihe power of God, through
*“ fairh, unto falvation, ready to be reveala
“edin the Bl time,”

athv Hillorial and temporary {aith have
their deat in dhe underlty nding and affece
tiots = favieg faith i the heart, Ty the
onc the underfanding alfonis o ihe dew
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clarations of the golpel as true, which may
be a4 conranted alfo with confiderable
comitions of the afle@ions: inthe other
the will confents to them, and approves
of them: the {oul s brought under their
prattical in*liooce st s brought into
a cheerful fubaiion to the divine will :
yea, cvery thought is brought into cap-
tivity to the obedience of Chrilt. “For
“with  the bheart man believéth unto
“righteouinefs,  But that on the good
“ground arc they, which in an honeft
“and good Licart, having heard the word,
“ keep it, aud bring forth fruit with pa-
“ ticnce.”’

sth. ITiftorical and temporary faithmay
confitl witnr tie prevaling love and prac-
uce of fin: faving faith purifies the heart;
and fin thali not have dominion over thofe
who are the fubjeets of it: for they are
not under the law, but under grace.

Gih. Although cach of thele kinds of
faith may be produdtive of jov, yet, even
here there will be found to bz a wide dif-
forence bawixt them, The one may pro-.
duee a traniport of the atic@ions ;. the na-
el velnit of the other is gladnefs of
Leart, 'T'ro joys of the one are all tumul-
taous, difordeniy, and wild @ thofe of the
other placid, ferene, and pure. The joys
of the one all terminate in fomething finif--
ter and feilifla: ciiier in the favors and

’ N
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bleflings of which the fubjc& of itis, or
apprehends that he 1s po(k(Tcd or in

thole which he hOI)CS to (‘nj()),, i his

prefent fuppofed good condition, or the
expettations which he has of future hap-
pincfs : but whillt *he fubjetts of the other
are by no means excluded from a rational
and well founded joy in cach of thofe ac-
coynts, yet the Lord 1s the principal ob-
jett of their rejoicing. They rejoice in
God, and in hope of the glory of God.
7th Once more.  The efiets of hifto-
sical and temporary faith are all partial
and tranfitory : they do not extend to the
whole man: they do not produce an ap-
probation of, or refpett to the whole of
the divine law : they donot bring the foul
to an univer{al compliance with the gof-
pel: the {ubjefls of them only do man)
things, and continue but for a while.—
‘The hypocrite will not clways call upon
God. Jhe formalift makes a n;,hteouf
nefs of his dutics: and although he has
the carcafs of religion, he is deftitute of
the life and fpirit of 1t; he is an entire
{tranger to the power of godlinefs. And
the enthufiaft, who kindles a firc and in-
compafles himfelfabout with fparks; whofe
deyotion is the efleét of hisown excrtions,
or of Satan transforming himfell into an
Angcel of light and dcceiving him, as le
gencrally ends in an apoftate, fo his re-
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ward, at the hand of God, will be, that Te
fhall lic down in forrow. Onthe other ha.d,
the cifedls of faving faith are univenisl,
prevailing, clfeclual, and permancnt. It
extends to the whole man. It purihies the
heart from the love of fin, and reforms the
lip from the prattice of it. It determines
and engages the heart to God and his ways.
It is an abiding principle. It 1s never to-
tally eradicated from that heart where it
ts once implanted. It is the inftrument
of uniting the foul to God, and of engag-
ing it to cleave to him. It brings it under
the habitual prevailing influence of {piri-
tual and divine things. And its influence,
inftead of ccaling or being diminifhed,
{hall increafe, unul grace is made perfeél
in glory, and the fubjeéts of it reccive the
end of their faith in the falvation of their
fouls.  “The way of the wicked 1s as dark-
“ncls : they know not at what they ftum-
“ble.  But the path ¢f the juft is as'the
“ {hining light, that fhineth more and more
“unto the perfeét day.”

Let tts now make fome improvement of
what has been faid, and fo conclude the
prefent difcourfe.

And in, the fult place, from what has
veen faid we learn, the neceflity of a tho- -
rough acquaintance with the word of Cod.
Scripture is to be interpreted by feripture.
The more difficult and obfawe parts of it
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will receive light from, and be explained
by thofe whxch arc morc plain and clear,
This is evidently the cafe with refpett to
faith, the fubje€t which we now have under
confideration. It is e qually fo with rel-
pett to many other of the cfo&trmcs of re-
ligion. All the errors and herefies which
liave obtained in the chriftian church, 1n
the different ages of it, or which ftill exift
in 1t, have arifen from, and arc continu-
cd by either a general inattention to, and
difrefpe&t for the fcriptures ; or making
particular detached parts of them the foun-
dation of faith, without having a due re-
gard to the whole. What is cflential to
{alvation is, indced, revealed in them with
the greateft olﬁble clearncis. The way
of life and falvanon through a redeemer is
{o fully made known, that way-faring-men,
though {ools, fhall not, through the teach-
;s of the holy fpmt err thercin. He
\nat rans may read them. Yet they
contain aife the deep things of God, and
the great myfteries of godlinels. Hence
fome have compared them to an occan in
which a lamb may wade and an ctephant
fwim. The things whichare effential may
rcadily be learned from them : a know-
ledge of the things which are uleful, re-
quire a thorough acquaintance with them,
which will, by no means, refult from a fu-
periicial ftudy of them.  'L'he feriptures
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make known the depth of the riches both
of the wifdom and knowledge of God.
‘I'hey reveal his judgments which are un-
fcarchable, and his ways which are paflt
tnding out. They reveal thelove of God
which paflethknowledge, and the unfearch-
able richesof Chrit.  He then, who would
underfand the feriptures, muft apply him-
{elf with all diligence to the ftudy of them,
and withal, he muft have much of the teach-
ings of that {pirit by whom they were in-
dited. It was the command of God to the
Ifraclites, “ And thefe words, whichI com-
“ mand thce this day, fhall be in thine
“ heart. And thou fhalt teach them dili-
“ gently unto thy children, and fhalt talk
“ of them when thou fitteft in thine houfe,
“ and when thou walkeft by the way, and

“ when thou lieff down, and when thou
“rifeit up. And thou fhalt bind them for

¢ a {ign upon thine hand, and they fhall be

‘“ as frontlets between thine eyes. And
“ thou fhalt write them upon the pofts of
““ thine houfe, andon thy gates.”” If the
miniftration of condemnation and death
was glortous ; much more doth the minif-
tration of the {pirit and of righteoufnefs
exceed in glory.  If the legal difpenfation
which was fo obfcure and imperfe&, and,
at befl, but a fhadow of good things to
come, was juftly entitled to fuch regard ;
much more arc the full and glorious dif-
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plays made in the "o(pcl worthy of all at-
tention. L.t the teltimonics of God, then,
be your delight, and your counfellors.
Rezd them by day, andimeditate upon them
by night. ~ As an cflential mean of your
growingin grace, be caretful to grow in the
knowledge of your Lord and Savior [efus
Chrift, and of the doctrines, the precepts,
and the promifes contained in his holy
word. The {cripturces will afford cxercifc
to the greateft genius, and the oft im-
proved capacity.

2d. From what has been faid we learn,
to what it 1s owing, that fo many, who in
words profe(s Chriit, neverthelefs, in works
deny him.  ‘They are only t.e fubjetls of
an hifterical or temporary faith. They
believe the {criptures as th 1y do any com-
mon hiftory or relation which is credibly
made to them : they have never been
brought to feel themfelves much interefted
or concerncd in them @ they have never
had a pra@tical or faving influence upon
them. Their faith is {cated in the under-
ftanding and aflections, but has nevar
rcached their hearts : and sts effcéts are all
partial and tranfitory.  Suchperfons know
pot how they came by their faith.  They
wili teil youthat they always belicved. God
forbid that they fhould be unbelicvers, or
call in queftion the truth of his word.
This 1s a faith whica abounds in the woild,
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In thofe parts where thegofpel is embraced
there are but a few hardy, daring fouls,
who arc unbclievers in this refpeét.  This
is the faith of all thofe who believethe gof-
pel, and yet live the fervants of fin. And it
is owing to their refting in this faith that
{o many hold the truth in unrighteoufnefs.
You may never, perhaps, have callcd.m
qucftion the divine original or authornity
of the fcripturcs ; you may never have
been excrcifcd with the ftrong temptations
to infidclity which many of the people of
God have been exercifed with ; havin%
been born in a chriftian country, and o
parents profefling the chriftian religion ;
Laving from your infancy been accoftom-
cd to regard the {criptures as the word of
God, you may never have called the truth
of them in queftion : yea, you may have
been enlightened, and have tafted the good
word of God and the powers of the world
to comce ; and yct be entire ftrangers to
the faith of God's eleét.

Let us then, inthe third place, improve
what has beenfaid by way of felf-examina-
tion. Notwithltanding, we have not yet
cntered, particularly, upon the confidera-
tion of that faith without which it is im-
poflible to pleafe God; yet, I fear, we
have procecded far cnough for the judg-
ment and condemnation of many of you
who now hear me. It coucerns you, my
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brethren, to pay all poflible attention to
this vary point. Upon your faith, your
all depends. e that believerh, with that
faith without which it s nmpotlible
pleale God, fhatl he faved @ buthe whois
not the fubject of this particular kind of
faith, notwithftanding L.e may have every
other kind of it, fhall be damned. You
may believe, that there is one Cod, and
from an apprehenfion of his greawnels and
majelty, you may be made to tremble be-
fore him ; and yet never have returned to
him as the Lord your God, chofen him as
your portion, and delighted yourlelves in
him as your happinels.  The Devils alfo
believe and tremble.  You may believe,
that Jefus Chrift came into the world ta
fave finners; and yet never have laid
hold on the mercy of God, as revealed
through him; never have made a parti-
cular, perfonal, application of Clirilt, and
the benelit of his purchale to your own
{fouls.  You may believe, that the forp-
tures are the word of God ; and yet, never
have embraced them as the golpel of your
falvation.  [rom a prelumptuous confi-
denee, and {inifter motives, you ay cven
delight in approacining to God, hear his
word gladiy, reccive it with joy, and with
Herod do many things; and yet be entire
ftrangers to that dehight in God, that joy
and peacc in believing, which isthe pecu-
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liar privilege of the true belicver; and to
that univerf(al refpc&t to the command-
ments of God, which is a diltingu:fhing
chara@eriftic of his children.  You may
have experienced great extacies, raptures,
and tranfports in religion ; whilfta heated
imagination and difordered affeclions are
the only fource from whence they have
flowed.  Are there not fome of you then,
who know no other faith, or religion, than
what we have been now confidering ? Are
there not many of you who have never
come thus far ? Let not, I pray you, a
heart, deccitful above all things and def-
perately wicked, impofe upon you to your
etcrnal ruin.  Let not the God of this
world blind your eyes, fo that the light
of the glorious gofpel of Chrift, who is the
image of God, thould not fhine into them ?
Awake from your fleep of fecurity : arife
from your death of fin: come off yaur
foundation of {and, and out of your re=
fuges of lies. Rell not until you have
good grounds to believe, that you are the
fubjeets of that faith which is the gift of
God; and is produced in the foul through
the divine operation.  And take this one
certain criterion by which you may know
that your faith is genuine it wiil induce
you to deny ungodiinels and worldly lufls;
and to live {oberly, rightcoufly, and god-
ly. It will cugage you to do jullly, to
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to love mercy, and to walk humbly with
your God. * Faith without works is dead,
“ being alone.  And, by the frutts which
“ they produce, you may judze of the pro-
“ fefhion and faith, both ofvourfelves and
“ others.” '

. ~

I. SERMON.

H E B. xi. 6.
Ber witnHouT FAITH 1T 1S IMPOSSI-
BLE TO rLXASE Hix.

AVING, in the preceding difcourfe,
given you a general view of the dif-
ferent acceptations of the term faith or be-
lieving in the word of God, or of the dif-
ferent kinds of faith {poken of init; as
far as was ncceflary to my purpofe, and
might not interfere with what would na-
turally fall in our way in the farther pro-
{ecution of the {ubjcét; we come now to
enter upon what was principally intended.
In {hewing you, then, what that faith is,
without which it is impoflible to pleale
God, we will confider faith in the three
following refpetts.
1. As it is the principle, and lies at
the found-+ion of all religion.

|
|
|
|
|
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ad. Asit js particularly concerned with
refpeét o our deliverance from the ruins of
our epoftacy, and our recovery to life and
happinefs, by the difpenfation of divine mer-.
cy and grace, to our world, through a Re-
decmer.

3d. As it is a ruling and governing prin-
ciple in the chriftian life.

Under thefe three, I apprebend, will be
comprehended all that is {aid, 1n {cripture,
refpefling that faith, without which it is im-
poffible to pleafe God ; and, unlels we con-
fider it in this extent, I am perfuaded we
fhall not have a jult view of it, as it is there
exhibited.

Wten I fpeak of faith, in thefe three ref-
peéts, I do not mean three different kinds
of faith; but the fame faith as it has refpeét
to, and is exercifed upon its ditferent objetts.
Nor is faith, in thele views, {eparable with
refpect to its fubje@. In each of them it is
common to all who are in a capacity to
plcafe God. Itis an exertion of the divine
life in the foul, and is peculiar to fuch as
are born again.

It is, you will obferve, the faith whicl: is
ncceflary for man, in his prefent fiate, in
order to pleafe God, that we are enquiring
after.  Other kinds of it may be matter ot
curious {pecuiation, or we may fearch into
the knowledge of them, that we may be able
to diftinguifh them from what is genuine,

n.
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but in this faith we are nearly interefted, the
life of our fouls 1s concerned 1 it.

I would only obferve farther here, that
although, in the order of nature, there may
~be a prioriy with regard to the objefls of
faith, in thefe feveral refpedds: yet, in the
order of time, or in the actings of the foul
towards them, therc is no fuch precedency
always maintatned. It may be it in cxer-
cife, or, at leaft, the atlings ol it may be, and
I am perfuaded clten are, firft difcerned, as
it 1s concerned with refpett to the method of
falvation throngha Redeemer.

I. Letus then proceed, inthe firft place,
to confider faith, as itis the principle, and
lies at the toundation of all religion. There
are two things necellary to be particularly
attended to here.  1lt. The objetts of this
fuith., ed. Theallings of it, or the way in
which the {ubjects of it are excreifed refpect-
ing thefe objetts.

1. Then, faith, as it is the principle and
lies at the foundation of all rcligion, has for
its object, the being of a God.  This is the
{foundationuponwhich all faith and all religion
wtimately relt. Deitroy a belief of the Di-
vine exiltence, and with 1t you deftroy all
refpect o and worllip of him. Fully eftab-
lLith this belick, and all the love and obedicnce
cfreligion will paturally low fromie. “For,””
as the Apoltle teils us, 1o the flane verfe out
of which 1 have taken my text, “lhe that
“cometh to God,” 1 the perfermance of
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any aft of religious worfhip towards him, or
in expectation of any favour or blefling tfrom
him, < mull believe that he is.”” That there
is a God,all nature proclaims aloud through-
out all her works. *'The evidences of the di-
vine eaiftence are numerous as the objeéts of
our fenfes with which we are continually
wertant. I we trace our own exiftence, 1t
will naturally lead us to God, the former of
our bodics, and the father of our fpirits.-——
The adisirable ftrutture of the human body,
and the unknown powers of rhe immortal
mind, declare that there 1s an almighty, al-
w.ic, great firft caule, of whom, and through
whom, and (o whoin are all thmga 'IL
ftreanis of the divine benignity, of which we
daily and hourly partake, will, if traced to
their fource, terminate in the father of fig ights,
the auth: or ol every cood and pf’lm({ aift,—
‘Tie [ ectus f',ru,auunt he wide exp sanded
athor; tue volims Hood ; the lofty moantain ;
and il hoary u(\p In dumb though power-
ful cioguence, proclaim their aveat original,
Toe vavearnicd “ San, which 1: as a bride-
“groom coming out of his chamber, and re-
SDHESHIRE a (Frong man to.runa race ,” the
Nooon, which rules the folemn night, and the
), -'r‘malm twinkhing Stars whiclt admn the
Picavens, dipluy their creator’s power, and
pubn b, toevery wtelligent creature,that they
are the work of an A Lm;_, ity hand. .Andthc
more extenfive and accurate our refearches
intothie works of pature are, the morenumer-

<
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ous and convincing will be the evidences of
the exiftence of the God of nature. There is
no idea fo natural to madn, or that takes fuch
umverfal and powerful hold of the human
mind, as the being of & God.  Hence there
is not, nor ever has been any natien fo bar-
barous and rude as not to know and ac-
knowledge a deity. The [entiment is com-
monto the polithedand the rude,to the learn-
ed and the iiiterate, to the philofopherand the
pealant.  He whao has imprefled himfcelf upon
all the works of his hand, has, in a peculiay
and indehible manner, 1mprci{ed kim{elf upon
the haman heart. * What nation is there,”
faith Cicero, * or what branch of the human
““race, which has not certain apprehenfions

“ ufthe Gods,antecedent to any inftruétion.”
“ I, fays Ilumtf‘h, “ you mould raverfe
“ the whole earth, you will, perbaps, oblerve
“ciries withont walls without litcrature,
“ and buried m the groﬂcﬂ ignorance ; but

“you ~vill find none who do not worfhip a
“ deity.””

The idea is an cflental principle of our
naturc. Hence the Apoftle, in the 1gth and
20th verfes of the firft chapter of the Epiftle
to the Romans, afligns this as the reafom
why “the wrath of God is revealed from
“ Heaven, againft all ungodlinefs and un-
“ righteoulnefs of men, who hold the truth
“ i unrighteoufnefs—Bccaufe that which

‘““ may be known of God is manifelt in them ;
“ for God hath fhewed it unto them. For
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 the invifible thingsof him, from the creati-
“ on of the world, arve clearly feen, being in-
“ derftood by the things that are made, even
¢ his eternal power and God-head ; {o that
“ they are without excufe.”  And notwith-
fltanding the evidences and impreflions of
this great and fundamental truth are greatly
ohfcured and weakencd by that umverfal
wreck of human nature occalioned by the
fall, yet they are not wholly effaced.  The
principle, however, is become too weak to
produce the proper and ncccffary effeits.
'The glimmering apprehenfions which {allen
man, in his natural ftate, has of a God,
through the corruption and depravity of his
nature, tend only, like an ignis futuus, to
lecad him afiray. And hence originate idola-
try, and all the corruptions of religion which
have fo greatly prevailed inthe world. Hence,
““ when they knew God,”” had {omne gencral
apprchenfions of him, ¢ they glorified him
“ not as God, neither were thankful, but be-
“ ca.ac vain in their.imaginations, and their
“foolifh hcart was deluded.  Profefling
“ themlclves to be wife, they became fools;
“ and changed the glory of the uncorrupti-
“ble God, into an 1mage made like to cor-
“ruptible men, and to birds, and four foot-
“ ed bealts, and creaping things.” The lan..
suage of every finful attion, is a denial of
the being ui'a God.  So we are told, “the
“fool” that isthe finner who isindeed charg-

‘ able with the greateft folly, “ hath faid in his

o




[ 43 ]

“ heart, therz isno God.” Inorder, then,
to our plealirg God, and as an effential foun-
dation of every religious fentiment and alti-
on, this faich of the being of a God, muft be
revived, ftrengthened, and confirmed.

No man, itis true, hath feen God at any
vime, nor can fee him and live. Being a
pure {pirit, he is by no means cognizable by
our natural fenfes. Yet faith, as the eye of
the [oul, gives certain intelligence of his ex-
iftence, and, notwithftanding the feeming
contradittion in the expreflicn, fees him who
is invifible.

2. The perfetions of God are another ob-
je&t, about which faith, as it is the pninciple,
and lies at the foundation of all religion, is
exercifed. From a belief of the being of a
Cod, we are naturally led to a belief of his
perfeftions.  If we believe that he exifts, we
thall reafonabl, and neceffarily afcribe to him
all pollible perfetion. The 1dea which we
hav = of the perfetlion of God is formed by
removing from him, in oyr minds, all imper-
fettion ; and afcnbing to him, in an infinite
cegree, every perfeftion and excellence of
which we have any knowledge. There may,
indeed, for any thing we cenainly know, be
perlz&tions in God, of which there are no
traces in any of the creatures with which we
are acquainted. Thefe cannot be particular
objcéls of our faizh. It is impoffible, in our
prefent fituation. that we fhould have any
knowledge of them. 'Thofe perfettions,
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which we know, are the objefls of our faith.
The perfe&tions of God, which faith, in this
refpedt, particularly fixes upon, are his wil-
dom and power, his holinefs and juftice, his
goodnefs, mercy, and truth, Thele are
the perfetions which are more efpecially
concerned in rewarding thofe who diligently

{eek him, and in punifhing the refrattory and

difobedient.

Of the perfe&ions of deity,as well as of his
exiftence, our ideas muft be very impertfett.
“ For we are of yefterday, and know nothing,
“ becaufe our days on carth are a fhadow.
“ Behold God is great, and we know him
“ not, neither can the number of bis years
“ be fearched out. Such knowledge is too
“ wonderful for us; it is high, we cannot
“ attain unto it. How little a portion is
“ heard of him.” But there is a wide diffc-
rence between bcing cntirely ignorant of
God, and being able fully to comprehend his
cxiftence, perfettion, and glory: between
knowing him fully, and conceiving him to
be fuch an one as ourfelves. Our ideas of
him, although imperfett, may be real, juft,
and true.

From the nature and perfeélions of God
we deduce the worfhip and fervice wlich he
requires, and which will be acceptable unto
him.  And according to the knowledge, be-
hef, and 1mpreflions which we have, of the
divine perfettions, upon our mind, fhall our
worfhip and obedience be.  If we believe
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him to be a fpirit, we {hall make it our flu.
dy to wordhip him in {pirit and in truth. If
we believe him to be inlinitelv pure and ho-
Jv, righteous, and juft, we fhall ke folicitous
to lift up, unto him, clean hands from a pure
heart, and to wnrﬂup him in the beautics of
holinefs. And if we believe him to be good,
compaflionate, and merciful, we fhall ap-
proach him with cheerfulnefs, confidence,
and affe€lion. His excellencv and great-
nefs will awe us into veneration: and his
amiablenels and glory fhall excite our confi-
dence and love.

‘3. The eflential difference which there is,
in the nature of things, betwcen virtue and
vice, {in and holinefs, 1s another objett about
which faith, as it 1s the principle and lies at
the foundation of all religion, is exercifed.
"That therc 1s a diffcrence, the fentiments of
raankind univerfally declare. Neither is this
merely arbitrary, depending upon the will
or command of a fuperior. It has its foun-
dation in the realon and naturc of things.—
There 1s an intrinfic beauty and fitnefs in vir-
tue and hohinefs, and an intrinfic turpitude
and bafenefs in fin and vice. Virtue and’
vice, fin and holinefs, are not indifferent to
God himfelf.  He is not equally free to the
prattize or indulgence of them. He 1s
wfinitely and necellarily pure and holy, and
infinitely removed from, and nppolcd to all
moral nnperfeétion and fin, ¢ The righte-
“ous Lord Joveth right <ufnels, his counte~
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“ nance doth behold the upright. Thou art
“ of purer eyes than to behold evil, and canft
“ not look on iniquity.” Holinefs is a per-
fe€tion in which much of the glory of Gud
confifts. Hence, he is faid to be “ glorious in
“ holinefs.” “If,”’ {aid one,* there be a God,
“ he muft delight in virtue, and that which
““ he delights in muft be happy.” An Hea-
then {poke of virtue, as poflefled of fuch at-
traflive charms as would notfail, could it be
feenwith thebodily fight,to command the ad-
miration andlove of all,what the natural fight
is not calculated for, whatitnever can difcern,
the eyes of the mind can clearly difcover.
The precepts of the moral law, fummed
up in the ten commandments, were impref-
fed upon the heart of man, at his firft crea-
tion, in the moft plain and legible charac-
ters.  This moral fenfe was to him a com-
petent guide, being fully fuflicient, in every
inftance, to point out his duty to him. By
the fall this impreilion is become imperfett
and oblcure. The out lines or leading pre-
cepts of 1it, 1t is true, are ftill legible. Hence
the Apoftle tells us, that, *“ when the Gen-
“ ties, which have not the law, do by nz-
“ ture the things contained in the law, thefe,
“ having not the law, are a law unto them-
“{clves: which fhew the work of the law
“ written in their hearts, their confciences
“ alfo bearing witncls, and their thoughts
““ the mean while accufing, or elfe excufing
““onc another.” But this imprcflion ot the
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divine law upon the heart, having heen
greatly effaced by fin, can no longer ferve as
a predent rule of conduct to man, whofc obe-
dicnce fhould, in cevery inftance, be pericdl.

Faith, as a principle of rcligion, revives
this mmpreflion of the moral Jaw upon the
human heart, and renders it operative and
eflectual.  Accordingly it is promifed, as a
ipccial blefling of the new covenant, “ 1 wiil
“ put my law 1 their inv ard parts, and write
““ 1t 1n their hearts.”  Fauth recognizes the
autbority of the law.giver, and fhews the
equity and rcafonablencts of the law, It
extends the knowledge of night and wrong,
and ftrengthens the fenie of obligetion o
duty and obedience. It convinces of trani
grefilon, and binds the function of difobedi.
ence falt uponthe confcience. Tlus,dirougy
its 1infiuence, the law is made 2 {Lhoolmalley
to lead us to Chrift.  Aad thus, as a prin-
ciple of natural religion,it beco nes fubforni-
ent (v, and preparces the way fur the recep-
tion of the golfpel.

4. The creation, prefervation, and go-
vernment of the wmld and all things in 1,
are alfo objeéls about wlnch {ait)i, as 115 the
principle and lies at the foundatioa of all re-
ligion, 1s exercifed. It realifes Cod as the
great parent of the univerle s the vreat Drit
cuufe, who, by the word of his alimghiny pove-

brf)u;,ht all things into bung ar firfl,
‘" 'I hrough faith we underftand thae the
i worldo were iramed by the word of God,
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o {rr that things which arc ioen were not made
¢ of thines which doappear.” Itpdrtlculdr-
ly realifes himas the former of the bodies,
and the father of the fpirits of all flefh, and
Erinos the | fubjett of it under a fenfe of the
anfolute property which God has in him, his
Ldidprtable clain to all his obedience and
{ervice, and the ripht which he has to diipolie
of hiay, in s providence, as feemcth good
in his fight. It coutemplates him as the
gracions ; sreferver, and boantiful Benefac-
tor, by whow all things confift, who opens
iy liberal hand, and from the ftores of his
undimintfhed fullnefs, fatisfies the defires of
every iving thing, It knows and acknow-
ledges him as the univerial law-giver and
fovereign lLord, the wife governor, and {o-
verergn dify mfm of atl things, whofe king-
dom 1s ov m all, and of whole dominion \t’ncr«.,
is no end; who s wife in heart and migh-
ry in counctl ; who is infintte in wildom and
goodnels, as well as in power ; who endures
all things weli. It realifes him as every
where mt,{t,m and cvery where active, in-
ﬂucmnm and directing, thouch invifible,
not ()n!v the alfairs of ﬂates and kingdoms,
but alto of individuals ; not only the molt
important aud intevelling, but alio the moft
minute and apparently trivial con CCrns 3 Op=
perating, not only externally, but alio inter-
hally,baving the . carts ofall ficih in bis band,
atd turning them whitherfever he will, as

R the nivers of water are turnd.
‘:\o‘ ‘; ‘Y“: MW!‘. VIR e
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5. The immortality of the foul is another
objeét about which this faith is exercifed. Iiis
fpmtual nature, his extenfive capacity and
growing powers, his pleafing hopes. his fond
defires,his earneft longings atter imon,ortality,
togeth«.r with his fecvet dread andinwerd hor-
ror of falling into naught,all point out in cx-
utence hereafter,and intiinate eternity toman.
Yet. fo dim is the eye of faith refpecting this
important and interciting truth ; fo decply
arc mankind immerfced in fenfe ; fo ftrong is
the hoid which fenfible objetls have taken
of them ; and fo mattentive are they to the
convincing evidences of their immortality,
that they generally conduét themfelves as if
all their enjoyments and hopes depended en-
tirely upon {eniible objects, and were to end
with thwme. But, the caules of ics imperfect
fight being xemm'ui from this vifual faculty
of the foul, the perion views his prefent ftate

as the beginning of bis exidlence. When he
looks back, he finds himic]f a being of but
yeflerday.  When he looks furvund he can
fce no cnd to his exiftence. .Supc.rmr toy the
ditficulties which {enfe raifes from the diflolu-
tion of his frame, he louks over the boun-
daries of tune, and, while he fondly con-
templates, with eargernels of defire, he grafps
cterniy.

6. Another objectof faith, asitis the pr?r;-
cmle, and lics at the foundation of all reli-
gion, 15 a ftate of retribution, a ftate of re-
wardsior the righteous,and of punifhment for
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the wicked. Thefe objefts of faith all na-
turally flow from, they mutually depend
upon, and tend to fupport and eftablith cacl
other.  This, which [ have laft mentioned,
is the natural, and neceflary refult of all the
relt. If there be a God, poiiclled of all
poffible { :rfeflicn ¢ If there be an effential
diflerence in the nature of things, between
virtue and vice, {in and holincfs ¢ If God
has given a law to his rational creatures,
plainly and clearly pointing out this diffe-
rence as the rule of their conduct : If his
providence continually extends to, and 13
u..iverfally operative with refpeét to all the
works of hishand : If he has made man in-
telligent, rational, and immortal : Then it
evidently follows, that there is a reward for
:iie righteous, and that the wicked fhall aot
co unpunifhed. It is cvident, that this is
not the cale in this world.  Hewever far, 1n
seneral, the comforts and rewards of religion
and virtue may be fuperior to the pleafures
whichare to be found intheways of fin ; and
yet,itisinconteltably certain,chat rewardsand
punifhments arc by no mecans equally diftri-
bated here according to the charatters and
conduct of men.  The wicked often profper
i their way, whillt numerous and complicat-
ca aftlictions are frequently the lot of the
nehicons.  The prefumption then is ftrong,
the conclufion 1s abundantly fupported, and
certain, that there will be another ftate in
L.
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which God will bring light out of this dark-
nefs,andorder out ofthat confufionwhic hnow,
fo ﬂenelally, prevail @ and 1n which, cach
one fhall be rewarded according to his works.
Elle whence fhould fpring thas peace of mind,
that joy which flows froim a» approving con-
fcience, upon the prattice of wha? i1s com-
mendab]c and praife-worthy ; or, whence
the anguilh and torture arifing from the re-
bukes and remonftrances of a guilty con-
{cience upon the violation of the cternal
ruie of rnighteoulnels. Confcience, the vice-
gerent of God, and the monitor which every
wran carries in his breaft, whifpers peace, and
promiics a reward for the fupport and en-
conragement of the good ; but, 1t proclaims
war, and founds the alarm of mifery and
wrath as the portion of the wicked. Telime,
then, whence thefe hopes and fears, whence
this comifort or this dittrefs, if not from the
ccertain prefage that, hercafter, every one
fhall reap the fruit of his doings in life.
Thele fix particulars, which I have mon-
tioncd as the objeéls of faith, asitis the prin.
ciple and lies at the foundation of all reli-
gion, may be called the principles of natu-
ral religion.  They contain, indecd, a more
perfect lvﬂcm of religion than all the wil-
dom and philoflophy of man ever produced
to the world, or than any of the advocates
ol natural uhgwn, in oppofition to revela-
ton, have ever compiled.  They were the
'f.'ds of faith, and the principles of reli-

f




gion toman in his piimitive flate of reélitude
and glory.  1’ence, amidft all the preflent
blindnels ard depravity of human nature,
the outlines ¢ hem erce {lill, in {fome mea-
furc, difcernable by the eye of reafon. Thefe
contain all that {cem necellary as objeéts of
faith, or principles of obedience, toman, in
that {tate in which he was created ; and, had
he continued in that ftate, thefle are, pioba-
bly, all that he would have had.  But the
entrance of {in into our world hath rendered
an addition to the objccis oi faith neceffary.
Therctore 1 add n the |

7th place. That faith, as it is the princi-
ple and lies at the foundation of the chrithan
rcligion, has for i object the divine origin-
al and aurbory of the facred feriptures,.—-
'Theic contetn vhe difpenfation of divine mer-

cy and grace to wur guilty degenerate world.

And ageneral perfualion that they are a re-
velation from God, mudl Lie at the foundati-
on of our crediting, or being faitably flu-
cnced by any of their part cular contents,——

Conlideimyg the general goodnefs of God, -

there appears fome reafon to expell a reve-
fation from hitn, when our fituation or par-
ticular circuniftances fhioutd render it necel-
lary.  So deplorable, then, was the fituation
mto whicihi the fall had reduced our race, {o
uperfed was our knowledge, and o weak
the inftuence, of the principles of natural re-
ligion, upon us, and [o neeellary the know.
ledge of things which come not within the
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reach of natural underfianding and rcafon,

that had not God interpofed by providinga
fupernatural remedy for us, .and giving us
a revelation of it, we muft, mentabh have
perifhed. That the lcnpmrcs of *the Old
and New Teftament are fuch a revelation,

can be evinced in the moft f(atisfattory and
convincing manner. They are confirmed by

prophely and miracles—Th ev are confirmed
by the life and death of the author of them—
"They have been confirmed by the blood of
thoufands—They make known a difpenfa-~
tion of mercy and grace worthy of all accep-
‘tation, but which the worid otherwife couid
never have been acquainted with.  The ma-
jelty and purity 5 the harmony and tendency
of the {criptures ; their nfluence upon t:e
minds of men, to convinc. and conver {n
ners, and to cdify and comfort believeyr:, ‘Il
manifeft that they are a revelation from Ged.

And the firit of God, through whole infpr.
ration the {criptures were given, beanng
witnefs by and with them, in the hcart of
man, is able fully to pcr‘uade him, that they
are the very word of God. Having confi-
dered the objefls of this faith, let us now,

in the fccond place, confider thea&mgs Oflt,
or in what manner the fubjects of 1t are exer-
cifed refpelling thefe objefls. In general,

then, faith is exercifed about thefc objetts in
a manner {uitable to the nature of them. In
fome it is ftronger, in dthers weaker. It is
fometimes in a higher and {ometimes ‘in a
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fower degree, even in the famie perfon. More
pacticularly, to conltitute this faith genuine,
it mult have the two following properties. 1ft.

It mufl, at lealt, - have the afcendencv—and,

2d. It nalt have a prattical influence. A
dead faith will never fecure the life of the

foul. Buta faith which is not produ&ive of

works, is dead. Nor will faith be produflive
of works until it have the afcendencg of eve=
ry oppofite principle. To apply thcfe pro-
perties of the allings of faith, particularly,
to thofe things which Lave been mentioned
as the objefls of it.

If we believe that there is one God, pof-
fcfTed of all poffible perfeétion, we fhall wor-
fhip and glonfy him as God, and as our
"‘God.  His holinefs fhall induce us to hate
{in. Hisrighteoulnels and juflice {hall make
us drcad the punifhment of the difobedient,
and expeft the reward of the rightcous. His
omnmiprefence and omnifcience fhall make us
as circtunf{pe@ and guarded in our condu,
in our nofl private retirements, as in open
day. We fhali revere his Majelty, dread
his power, and fear his goodnefs. We fhall
love. him “fupremely, count it our glory to
be Jikbhim, and place our happinefs only in
his favor and love. If we believe that there
15, 1 the natuyre of things, an eflential dif-
fcrence Letween virtue and vice, fin and
holinefs ; that the one is intrinfically amia-
ble, and ilie other intrinfically deformed ;
that the one deferves punifhment; and that
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the other enfures the well founded 60 of
a reward , we fhall make it our ftudy t+%a-
rify ourfelves from all filthinefs of flefh and
Apirit, perfeéling holinefs in the fear of God.
If we believe that God has crcated, and pre-
{erves, upholds, and governs all things, we
‘fhall make it our ftudy, in all our ways, to
“acknowledge him : we fhall pray to him for
‘the bleflings which we necd, and praife him
for thofe which we have already received,
being perfuaded that he alone has a claim
to all our fervices, and a right to difpofc of
us, In his providence, as {ecmeth good in
his fight : we fhall make it our bufinels t
glorify him in our fouls, and in our bodies,
which are his: we fhall refign ourfclves to
his conduét, and acquiefce in his defpenfu-
tions towards us. I we believe that wc are
immortal, and that therc is a ftate of rewards
and punifhments beyond the grave : we fhall
not look upon this world as our home, nor
make provifion for the flefh, that we fhould
obeyv it in the lufts thereof ; conlidering
IIcaven as our defired and intended home,
we fhali look upon eurfelves as but pilgrims
and ftrangers in this world ; and infiead of
fuffering the world, or any of the pofleflions
and enjoyments of it, o engrofs the whole of
our attention and purfuit, we fhall be care-
ful to fet our clfeétions on things above : we
fhall not lay up, for ourfclves, treafures on
earth, but we fhall Jay up, for ourlelves,
creafures tn Leaven ;. we fhall not labor, {u
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much, for the meat which perifhes, as for
" that which will endure : fludying to be rich
in faith and in good works, that, in duc
time, we may lay hold on cternal hf\.. And,
it we believe the divine original, and au-
thority of the {eriptures, then we fhall re-
ceive them, with &)l due deferruce and gra-
titude, as arevelation from God, for the 1im-
portant purpofe of glorifying his name in the
falvation ¢i finners : and we {hall, at leaft,
ip tome good meafure, befuitably influenced,
nd aét accordmﬁ to lhc {feveral things con-
twined in them. Particularly to confider
what thefe feveral things are, and how faith
is cxercifed relpeéting them, will be our
proper bufinels under the remaining branches
of the fubjeét, which I fthall not now enter
upon.  Let us then draw a few inferences
from what has been f{aid, and fo conclude
the prefent difcourfe.,

1. From what has been faid upon this {ub-
ject, we learn what gave occafior for the
revelation of the rrofpel It toex 1ts rife
trom the apoftacy of our race.  If man "ad
never fallcn he would have f oockm no need
of a Savior, nor would there have been any
occafion fur the particular difplays of the ¢+
vine mercy and love to cur world.  He, ce
vou will nd,tLat the whole of the divin. re-
velanon, both in the Old Teftamen! and
the New , proceeds upon the fuppofition, that
man 1s a {inner : that he has forfeited the
favor, and 1ofl the image, incurred the dif.
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pleafure, and rcndered himfclf incapable of
the fervice oy cnjoyment of God. Take
away this one principle, and the whole ferip-
tures fall with it.  Take away this one ar-
ticle, and the whole of them will be unintel-
lxgxblc and unmeaning. It was wher we
had deftroyed ourfelves that our help was
found in God. It was upon the profpelt of
our apoftacy, that, in the eternal councils of
Heaven, help was laid for us upon one that
1s mxghty, a chofen one. Itwas when we
were in -, loft and perifhing condition, that
God fent his fon unto the world, that we
might have lite through him. It was when
we were upon thevery brink of ruin anddel-
pair,that Cod {aid,““Deliver himn from going
“ down to the pit, I have found a ranfom.”
¢. From what has been f{aid we learn the
foundation upon which the gofpel is built.
It is built upon the principles of natural re-
ligion. It by no mecans {uperfedes or def-
troys thefe. It pre-fuppoles them. It is
founded upon them.. It {ftrengthens and con-
frms the belief of them, and renders them
0, erative and effectual.  The gofpel takes
¢ principles of natural religion for grant-
cd It was never intended as » revelation
of them, but of what was infinitely beyond
them. It makes known what it was abfolutc-
ly necellary to the happinefs of man that he
fhould know ; but, to the knowledge of which
he could never have attained by the ule of
his natural underftanding and reafon.
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3. From what has been faid we learn the
grols miltake of thofe who, out of their great
zeal for the gofpel, endcavor to deftroy, or
to bring into difrepute the principles of na-
tural rcligion. The zeal of fuch may be
well meant, but, T am perfuaded, 1t 1s mif-
taken.  The zeal ot fuch may be great, but,
I am certain, it is not according to know-
ledue. Such are not aware, that inendeavore
ing to bring the principles of natural religi-
on into difrepute, they are fapping the very
foundation of the gofpel. The principles of
natural religion, and the'glonous difcove-
rics of the gofpcel, are at no variance amonglt
themfelves.  Keep each of them in its pro-
per place, and allow it its proper oftice and
iflucnce, and they not only perfeétly agree,
but mutually allift and fupport cach other.
The gofpel invades none of the rights of na-
tural religion. It 1s concerned, for its own
{ake, to eftablith and fecure them all. And,
whillt the golpel acknowledges the principles
of natural religion, as the foundation upon
which it is built ; natural religion owns it-
{elf indented to the goipel for the knowledge
of things which were abiolutely neceflary to
the happinefs of man, but which were infi-
nitely beyond its reach.  So that the prin-
ciples of natural religions, if duly attended
to and fully underftood, will naturally lead
to the reception of the gofpel.

4. From what has been {aid we learn the
great miftake of thole who, ¢mbracing the
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principles of natural religion, reject the gof-
pel as fuperfluous and urneceflary, Were
man in his primitive ftate of innocence and
rectitude, fuch would be perfecily right.
For, what need does he fland in of pardon
wio has never tranfgreffed ? what necd has
he of a Savior who is in no danger of perifh-
ing, and whofe {ituation is, in cvery refpeét,
perfeftly fecure and comfortable. But, once
admit that man has fallen; and, to admit
it you cannot refule ; from the light of na-
ture, and upon the principles of natural re-
ligion, 1t can be inconteftibly cftablithed 5 the
evidencesofit, ilas! are too wany and tirik-
ing ; then, upon the very principles of natu-
ral religion, it 1s clear, that unlefs God -
terpofe, by fupernatural mcans, wan mult
cternally perith.  God, you will {ay, is zood
and merciful.  True, he is good unto all,
and his tender mercies are over all his other
works. But heis alio a God of invariable
rigatzoufnels, of ftritt and nilexibic jullice.
Ile pardons iniquity, tranigreflion, and fin;
but he wili, by no means, clear the guilty.
The {eemingly oppofiteand jarring attributes
of holinefs and juitice, of rightcoutinefs, mer-
cy, and truth, can ncver be reconciled, in
the forgivenels of fin, upon the principles of
natural religion. The utmolt that can be
at’ained to, according to thele 1s, that there
may, pollibly, be forgivenels with Gods
How it fhould be, they can never difcover.
More, much more than this 15 necefiary to
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hical the wounded fpirit, and give peace to
the troubled confcience. The mind, con-
{cious of puilr, and alternately agitated by
hopes and fears, is like the troubled fca when
it cannot be at reft. Itis not cnough to
know, that God may exercife mercy. A par-
ticular knowledge that he will; and of the
way in whicli e can, is ablolutely neceflary,
if not io fafety, at leaflt to comfort.

How deplorable, then, muft the cafe of
fach be, who have never embraced the gof-
pel.  They have forfeited the hopes af na-
ture, and they heve no claim to thofe hopes
which the gofpol affords.  They are under
the condemnation of a broken law, awfully
aggravated and increafed by the rejeétion of
the gofpel. They have deftroyed themfelves,
and they rcjeft the only remedy, the remedy
which infinite wildom and love has provided
for them. Happy would it kave been for
fuch, as dic m this fituation, that they had
never been born.  Let them turn their eyes
which way they will, there is not only no re-
lief for them, but jult caufe of amazement,
horror, and defpair, unlefs they will look to
the hope fet before them in the gofpel. Blef-
fed be God, who has declared that he has no
pleafure in the decath of the finner. Tfo
fcd be God, who 1s {low to anger and of «reus
- mercy. Blefled be God, who ha- aiven s
the affurance—* Him that comct’ o | J
“ will 1n no wife calt out.”
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In t’ne third and laft place, permit meto
mprove what has heen Lud by a little anti-
,capatmg my fubjedt, in congratulatmg you
~upon th e glorious difcoveries of the goipel.
Life and inmortatity are brought to lwht by
it.  * For what the law could not do, 1in that
“ it was weak through the flefh, God fending
“ his own fon, in thc likenefs of finful flefh,
“and for {in, condemned f{in in the {cfh:
“ that the rmh&.coulncﬂ of the law might be
« fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flefh,
“ but after the fpirit.”” Do the principles of
natural religinn give fome faint hopes of
pardon ? Look into the gofpel and behold
thefe hopes confirmed.  Bcehold the love of
God in providing a remedy! Bchold the
grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift in becoming
a propitiation for the fins of the world | And
in the precioas blood of Immanuel,bekold the
price of your redemption! See a way made
known in which God can pardon &n, and
aflurance given t"at he will do it.  Sce jul-
tice faiisfied, and righteouinefs declared in
the remitfion of ﬁn. ‘Contemplate the ma-
nifeftation of the riches of divine ri.rcy and
grace, and the difplays of tue divine perfec-
ion and glory in the crofs of Chnift.

View, on the one hand, the depths of
mtfcn and diftrels from which the finer is
ranfed and, on the other, the heights of olo-
ry and happmels to which he is advanced.
What fources of firong and everlafling con-
fuletion are here opened ? What caule of




[ 61 ]

adoration and praifc. ¢ O the depth of the
« riches, both of the wildom and knowledge
“of God ! How unfearchable are his judg-
“ ments, and his ways paft findingout ! Un-
“ to-himn that loved us, and wafhed us from
“ our fins in his own blood, and hath made
“ us Kings and Priefts unto God and his fa-
“ ther ; to him be glory and dominion for-
“ever and ever.”  Amen.

[ -

UL SERMON

L AL WD I e

H E B. xi. 6.
Butr wirtHOUT FAITH IT IS IMPOSSIBLE
TQ PLEASE Him.

I1. E come now to the fecond thing

propofed in the diftribution of the
{ubjett, which 13, to confider faith as it is
particularly concerned with refpeét to our
~deliverance from the ruins of our apoftacy,
and our recovery to life and happinels by
ihe difpenfation of divine mercy and grace,
to our world, through a Redecmer. This
brings an extenfive {ubjcét under our confi-
dcration, of which I will endeavor to give.
you a comprehenfive view, ftudying, at the
fanve time, as much ctoncifenefs as the nature
ot the cafe will admit. There are four things,.

¥
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then, I apprehend, ncceflary to be taken
under particular confideration here. 1}, The
fubjedt of this faith. 2d. The objefls of it.
gd. Its atlings. And 4th. Its effeéis.

In the firft place, let us confider the fub-
Je& of this faith, or, the capacity, difpofition,
or circurnitances of the perfon who believes.
This is no other than the convinced finner.
The finner has, in the very nature of things,,
to deal with the law previous to the gofpel ;
and it is a fenfe of his inability to an{wer the
demands of the law, with an alacming ap-~
prehenfion of the dreadful confcquences of
failing in it, that induces him to turn his at-
tention to the gofpel. Accordingly Jefus
Chrift is propofed as a Savior from f{in and.
wrath, a city of refuge, a phyfician, and a
refting place ; and the invitations to come to.
him are particularly addrefled to fuch as are
{fenfible of the.smifery and danger, amd foli-
citous to. obtain delivérance from #t; who.
are enquiring, what they fhall do to befaved.
“ For the fon of man ts come to feek and to.
“ fave that which wa2s loft. 1 came not,”
fays he, “ to call the righteous, but finners. .
“ 85 repentance.  They that be whele necd
“ not a phyfician, but they that are fick.”

I do not {ay, that it is not the duty of any-
others to believz, The call of the gofpel 1s.
univérfal and nnlimited, and the duty is as.
excenfive asthe call, “ Go yeinto all the
“world, and preach the golpel to every
“ creature, He that believeth, and iy bap-

-
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« tized, fhall be faved ; but he that believeth
* not fhall be damned.” DBut, I fay, it is
only the convinced finher who will comply |
with this call.  You offer pardon, in vain,
to a perfon who has no confcioufuefs that he
has tranfgreffed 5 in vain you folicit his ac-
ceptance of it. Mankind, afleep in fecurity,
and dead in trefpailes and in fins, flight the
offered mercy, and “ rejett the counfel of
“ God againit themfelves.”” Nature is a
firanger to its difeafe, and equally a ftran-
ger to the remedy. The fecurc finner blef-
feth “ himfelf in his heart, faying, I fhall
* have peace, though I walk in the 1magi-
“ nation of my heart, to add drunkennefs to
¢ thirft.”” Even when awakened, in fome
mealure, to a fenfe of his fin and danger he
~ ftill fecks his refources from himfelf, and
vainly dreams of {ome latent power, which,

when arouiced, will perform great things, |
“This convittion has a particular cefpet to
the fullowing things, namciy, gutls, polluti-
“on, depravity, and inability. The convin-
~ ¢ed finner is wade to {ec, to feel, and to con-
fefs that e 1s guilty, and that both original-
ly and attually ; that he has broken the law
of God, 1s hiable to its penalty, and ander
the curfe ; thal in many, in innumcrable
inftances be has tran{grefled, and incurred
_the difpleafure of 2 holy and juft God ; that
- he is altogether as an unclean thing ; that he
is corrupted and depraved in every power
aud faculty, hoth of [oul snd body ; prone
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to that which is evil, as the fparks are prone
to fly upwards, and wholly averfe from that
which is good ; that he has no power to ful-
fill the law, and that to endure the penalty
is terrible ; that his own rightcoufnefs are
butas filthy rags ; and that there is no found-
nels nor help in him. ‘

~ The neceflity ol this conviflion is evidemt
from various counfiderations, particularly,
from the nature of juftifyirg faith, the natu-
ral attachment of the finner to a covenant of
works, and-his partial fondunefs for his own
righteoufnefs. Juftifyingfaithmay be defined
to be the application of the finnerto the mer-
cy of God in Chrift for pardon, iifc, and fal-
vation. But this application none will make

until they are brought to a fenfe of the abfo- § |

lute neceflity of it. Obedience to the law
was the condition of life,according to the firft
covenant ; and notwithftanding, this cove-

nant has been broken, and itis utterly im- |

poffible that a jultifying righteoufnefs thou'ld

now come by the law, yet the natural man §

ftill has his expcétations and hopes from it.

Hence, under the alarms of a guilty confci- §

ence, he cries out, ‘“ Have patience with me,

“and I will pay thee all.”” Accordingly, §
he betakes himfelf to his good purpofes, his B
reformations, and his dutics, inftead of |

coming to Jefus Chrift who is the end of the
law for righteoufnefs to cvery one that be-
lieveth, Ignorant of God’s righteoufuels,
and going about to eftablilh his cwn righte-

p 4
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oufnefs, he will not {ubmit bimfelf to the
righteoufnefs of God. Whatever notions or
anprehenfions he av have of 2 Savior, and
of pardon, life, and falvation, by the mercy
£ God through him, in truth and in reality
he knows nathing about them. Thele are
“ things of the {picit of God,” which * the
“ natural man recciveth not, for they are
« foolifhnefs unto him ; neither can he know
“ them, Dbecaufe they are particularly dii-
“ cerned.””  Nor willhe enterrain one {eri-
ous thought of betaking himfelf to them,un-
til; through the law, he become dead to the
law. The mercy of God in Chrift, is the
laft refuge of the awakened finner, and to
which lLe never reforts until he finds, that
there 15 no otherway of efcape for him,and he
15,as the. Apoltle terms it,thut up to the faith,

‘This conviftion arifes from a {pirityal dif-
covery. of the purity and perfe€ion of the
divine nature, and from an application of the
law of God, to the conlcience, in its holinefs,
{pirituality, extent, and condemning power :
and in proportion to the degree of this difco-
very .and application will the convi&ion be.

“T'his convittion may be more extenfive,
thorough, and clear, or lefs fo: it may
be produced inftantaneoufly, or by a longer
proccfs ; it may be preceded, and ac-
companied with a great degrce of legal
terror, or, perhaps, little, or none at all:
{ometimes one mean, and fometimes
aother, may be made conducive to it
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Thefe are circumftances which are varied
according to the pleafure of a fovercign God.
But I lay it down as a certain principle, that
no foul ever did, nor, indeed, ever wiil come
to Jefus Chrift, for pardon, life, and falva-
tion through him, until it is brought to a
rational,clear convi&lion, that it has deftroy-
ed itfelf, and that its help is to be found on-
ly in God. For * every mouth’” muft “ be
‘“ ftopped, and all the world become guilty
“ before God.”” And let me add here, that
this conviction is not temporary,ortranfient ,
but abiding, and increafing. Tt is not only’
neceffary to bring the perfon into a ftate of
grace ; but alfo for his improvement in it.
And in proportion to the proficie::cv which
any one makes in the divine life, wiil b2 his
{enfe of the extent and aggravation of his
guilt, of his meannefs and vilenefs, of the
plagues of his own heart, and his utter in-
fulliciency, of himfelf, for any good word or
work.
L.et us now, in the fccond place, confder
the objetls of this faith.
1. Then, I fay, God is the ultimate ob-
jeét of this faith.  All the abtings of it ter-
winate in Deity. It is God who 1s offended
by fin. It is Godthat juftificth.  Itis God
who is, in Chrift, reconciling the world unto
himfelf, vot imputing their trefpafles unto
them. It 1 C.odwho, inmercy, pitied our
low eftate ; - i{dom, devifed a plan for
our falvation . i1 love, ‘provided a Savior ;
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in juftice, demands fatisfattion ; and, in
grace, accepts of the fubfticute. And it is,
of him, that Jefus Chrift is made unto us
wifdom, and righteoufnefs, and fané&ificati-
on, and redemption. In this high traniac-
tion, God, in the perfon of the father, is to
be confidered as poffefling the perfeétions,
-and maintaining the rights of deity. Hence
we read, in fcripture, of faith towards God,
of believing in God, and of having our faith
and hope in Cod. Hence, alfo, our Savior
tellsus, “ He that receiveth me, receiveih
“him that fent me. He that heareth my
“ word, and believeth on him that fent me,
“ hath everlafting life, and fhall not come
“into condemnation ; buat is pafled frow
*“ death unto life.”” And, “he that believeth
“on me, believeth not on me, but on hin
“ that fent me.” “ A ‘
2. The immediate ohje&t of this faith is
Jefus Chrift. Thus is he exhibited in fcrin-
ture. “ This is the work of God, tha. vz
“ believe on him whom he hath fent. -
“lieve on the Lord Jefus Chrift, and t'«u
'“ fhalt be faved. And this is his commai.d-
“ ment, that we fhould believe on the name
" of his fon Jefus Chrift. “Who,” faitht'e
Apoftle, *“ by him, do believe in God.” -
Refpeft is here had to Jefus Chrift as coniti-
tuted and appointed, by God, to this work,
as given for this purpole, and as every way
qualified and furnifhed for this end; as made,
doing, and fuffering all that was neceffarv
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for the full accomplithment of the great work
which was affigned him ; as having cheerful.
ly undertaken it, and fully executed it: he
is viewed as the only, and as an all-fuffcicnt
Savior; as“akle to {a\ e them,to the uttermoft,
“ that come unto Gaod by him 3 ;"' and who
“ will, 1n no wife, catt out” any that come
to him. Heis viewed, as a prophet, to en-
lighten and inftruét; as a prieft, to attone
and intcrcede ; andas a King, to fubdue, to
rule, and to delend ; as juftifying rnghtcouf-
nefs, and as fancti f\ Ing grace ; :a Savior
both by price and by powc.r He is feen in
the glories of his perfon and charalter ; as
Immanuel God with us, the bnghtmls of
his father’s glory, and the expre{s image of
his perfon ; as white and ruddy, the chiefeft
among ten thoufand ; yea, as altogether
lovely. So that the adhcrence of the foul
to Jefus Chrift {hall not only be of necefhty,
to find relicf from its burdens and com-
plaints, its mifery and danger ; but of choice
alfo, being powerfully, Hrcﬁﬁabl), and
fweetly drawn to him, by a difcovery of his
incomparable glory and lovelinefs,

s. The invitations, declarations, and ten-
ders of the gofpel, are alfo to be taken into
the account in confidering the obje8ls of
faith. Thefe are to be thc rule of our faith.
“ S0, fays the Apoltle, ““ we preached,and
“[o ye believed.”” It is what'God reveals,
we are to believe. It is what he offers, we
are to receive.  The objetls of faith.arc.not
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to be new-modeled, or qualified according
to our fancy or inclinatior ; but our hearts
are to be formed to a conformity with them.
The declarations of God are the foundation
of our faith, his inviations our warrant to
come to him, and the tenders which he makes
10 us, it is our privilege and our duty to ac«
cept. If the revelations of God are nct be-
lieved, if the invitations are not compi:ed
with, and the offers accepted acording to the
very terms upon which they are given, they
are not, in the account of God, believed,
complied with, or accepted at all. There
is nothing, in this cafe, left to the will or
pleafure of man. God hasrevealed nothing,
in his word, to be the objells of our faith, as
matter of idle or curious fpeculation; no-
thing but what it was ab{olutely neceflary for
the purpofes of his glory and our own happi-
nefs, that we thould know and believe. He
offers nothing for us to receive which is not
conducive to our comfort. Jefus Chrift,
and all the bleflings of falvation, grace here,
and eternal glory hereafter, are contained in
the invitations, declarations, and tenders of
the gofpel, for our beliefand acceptance; and
we are to beiiewe and accept of them as they
are there projfedand offered. According-
ly faith is termed, the belicfof a report, and
a believing the record whick Ged has given
of his{on.

4. The fecurity and manifeftation of the
divine perfe€tion and glory, in the way of
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salvation, by a Rcic‘mww: is anciuer ohje@
of this tmiii.  The fecunty and wamt{ ’ta.
tion of his own ;blory is, no doubt, tre uli.
mate and highefl objedt which God prepiotes
10 himfeil in all his works and ways; and he
requires, that this fhould bie firlt and higheft
in the view of every intelligent creature,
“ The Lord hath madeall thing stor him{elf.”
The awakenad finner, in fome mca{mc con-
fcious of this, upon the propofal of a way of
ml 2L o, lmn‘“'natdy enquires—Is this
conhit- o with the pesfetions of Gnd ? Can
his perictions, in this way, be preferved
iov iz Is there provifion made for their
Jeaat exertion and aniseftation ? Yes. The
widom and pave: the hohn«t:f» and purity,
the rightes inels and iltice, thelove, o xmh,‘
mercy, and grace of Gad, are all con prou-
cus, and provifion 1s maae for their harmo-
nious and combined exercife in the redemp.
tion of a loft world by Jefus Chnft.  * Yor

“ I am not afhamed of the golpel of (.,nnil
“icr it is the power of God unto falvation
-y c.,' one that believeth. For the Jews

“requii - oy, and the Greexs feck ofier
wnldum Dul - . "1 Chriit cruciped,
“unto thc Jews a ftum. . cebluck, aud une

“to the Greeks toolith c(s s but unic tiem

“ which are called, both [cwa and Groeks,

“ Chrift, the power of God, and the wifdom
“of God. O the depth of the riches, both
“ of the wildomn and knowledge of God \—

* How unfearcnableare his judgments, and
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“his ways paft findicz« . Fov God fo
* loved the rorid, the ae gave hns uitly he..
“gotten fon, that whofoever believeth i
“ hira fhould not perifh, but have evcriaﬂ-—
“ing life.  That Chnft may dwell in your
“ hearts by faith ; that ye, being rooted and
“ grounded in love, may be able to com-
“ prehend, with all faints, what is the breadth,
“* and length, and depth, and height; and to
“ know the love of Chrifi,’ which pafleth
“ knowledge, that ye might be filled with all
“ the fulnefs of God. In this was manifeft-
“ ed the love of God toward: us, becaufc
““ that God fent his only begotten fon into
* the world, that we might live through him..
“ Herein is love, not that we loved God,
“ but that he loved us, and fent his fon ;o bc-
“ the propitiation for our fins.  Mercy and
“ truth are met together ; righteoufnefs and
“ peace bhave knicd each other. Truth
“ {prings out of the earth, and righteoufnefs.
“{hall look down from heaven.. Righte-
“ oufnefs and judgment are th= 1ab1t7“:’w
* of his thronc.. Whom God hath let £
" to be a propitiation, through fair: ir i
“ blood, to declare his righieonty, e for he
* remiffion of fins that arc ¢ ¥, :4 on v the
“ forbearance of God—' Fn Ceclare, & fay,
~ at this time his rightcoufnu{s. that he misht
“ be jult, and the juftifier of liim which be-
“leveth in Jefus, Mcreover. the law en..
“ tered that the offence migh: abound; but
“ where (in abounded grace di; much more
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“abound ; that as {in hath reigned unto
“ death, even fo might grace reign, througl:
“ righteoufnefs, unto eternal lite, by Jelus
“ Chniit our Lord.”

Such then 1s the exhibition ; fo full,. fatif-
faftory, and clear, are the views which are
given, of this objeét of faith in the word of
God. So that the difcoveries which the be-
lieving foul hath of it, are termed, by the
Apottle, a *“beholding the glory of the Lord,
“ with open face, as in a glafs,”” and having
“the light of the knowledge of the glory of
“ God in the face of Jefus Chrift. But we
“ all, with open face, behold as in a glafs the
“ glory of the Lord, are changed into the
“ faire image,. from glory to glory,. when as
' by hefpirit of the Lord.. For God, who-
“ comymandcd the light to fhine out of dark~
“ nefs, hath fhined in.our hearts, to give the
““ light of the'knowledge of the glory of God:
“in the facc of .Iefus Chrilt..

5. Onc :more here. The effetual provifion:
madeinthc golpel, through Jefus Chrift,for the |
welfare and happincfs of man, is another ob-
jett of thas.faith.. Conlfcioufnefs of guilt, and
alarming apprehenfions of the wrath to come,
are what fet the foul firft in motion towards
Jefus Chrift,  * What,” faith the awakened
finner, °¢ fhall I do to be faved’”” ? And next
to the {ecurity and illuftration of his own glo-
ry, which was the primary objeél in the de-
vice of falvation by a Redeemer, no doubt,
God had.in view, tKat l{racl might be faved,.
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and that with an everlafting falvaiion. Iu
the gofpel, then, through “he glorious Medi-
ator, the believing foul is led tg behold a re~
medy provided for him, in all refpefls ade-
quate to hisdifeafe. Here is pardon for his
guilt,exemption from that condemnation and
wrath to which he is liable as a tranfgreifor,
reconciliation to, and peace with an offend.-
ed God, admiffion into his family, reftora..
tion to a conformity to the moral image ard
law of God, grace to fupport him ir every
trial, and to furnith him for the difcharge of
every duty, deliverance from all evil, and a
litle to all good, fecurity from all -danges,
and a title to all happinefs, the peace of God
which pafleth all underftanding, and thofe
confolations of his fpirit which are neither
few nor {mall here, and fulnefs of joy and
pleafures for ever more hereafter, glory and
bleflednefs, not only beyond his expellations,
but alfo infinitely above his comprehenfion,
a great everlafting falvation. |
It merits your particular attention here,
that, in the ccconomy of mans redemption,
it. is the proper ~ ofice of the Holy Spirit
to make application of that falvation which
infinite. wildom hath devifed, and infinite
love purchafed. The work is his in its firft’
commencement, and in all the different
ftages of it until it arrive unto perfettion.
It is he that convinces of fin, of righteor:{=

hels, and of judgment. It is he that uni s
G

|
!
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ws to Chrift in our effe€tual cailing. He
enlightens the mind, aud reiews the will,
and perfuades and enables us to accept of
Jefus Chrift, and falvation through him, as
they are frecly cffered to us in the gnfpel,
He feals believers to the day of redemp.
tion. The refiftance of the finner to the in-
fluences of divine grace upon his mind, is
termed rebellion againft huin, and a grieving
of him. Hence the exhortation of the Apof-
tle, “ And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God,
“ by whom ye are fealed to the day of Re-
“ demption.” Hence alfo the prayer of the
Plalmift. “ Caft me not away from thy pre-
“ fence, and take not thy Holy Spirit from
“ me,

- Thefe five particulars, which I have men-
tioned, :will, I think, comprehend all that is
‘propofed, in fcripture, as objetts of faith in
the particular view in which we are now .
confidering it ; nor will any thing lefs be
the adequate objeét of it, as it is there exhi-
bited: - The believing foul, I am perfuaded,
takes them all into the account.

We come now, in the third place, to con-
fider the aflings of this faith, or the manner
in'which the {1bjefls of it are exercifed ref-
pelling thele objeéls. .

The objells of faith, in this refpeft, being
exceedingly extenfive, numerous, various,
and complicated, it is evident that the aétings
of the {oul towards them muft be equally fo.
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Add to this,that the a&ingsof the foul, be-
ing of a fpiritual naturé, are better fels than
exprefled ; fo that it will be no ealy matter
to give you a fatisfatlory and clear wiew of
them in a few words. I fhall endeavor to
treat this branch of the fubjeét with the
greateft poflible perfpicuity and plainnefs.

As the underftanding, the will; and the af-
fctlions, are the leading faculuies of the foul,
or particular ways in which it exerts itfelf,
and to which all its attings and exercifes may
be refcrred, it is evident that each of thele
muft be particularly concerned in the aélings
of faith. The definition, then, which I would
give of the allings of this faith is, that it im-
plies the allent of the underftanding, the
confent or approbation of the will, and the
concurrence of the affections to thofe truths
or things which are the objetis of it.  QOr, in
other words, it is thefe threcfaculties united
in perceiving, approving of, rclithing, and
embracing, the truths propofed, and the ob-
jetls exhibited to them in the golpgl. It
inmplies, I fay, the aflent of the underftand-
ing. Thisis the direftive faculty of the foul.
It ferves as the pilot in a veflel, to give di-
rection to all the reft. And in a rational
creature muft always lead the way. Accord-
ingly we are told, that “faith cometh by
“ hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”
Hence the exhibition or manifeftation of the
golpel to the foul is termed * the light af the
*“ glorious golpel of Chrift,” IHenge faith

e ——— i i . A N———— 7
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isoften defignated byknowledge. Hencebe.
lievers are termed children of the light, and
of the day. Hence Heaven is ftiled “thein-
heritance of the faints in light.” Andhence,
alfo, “ the new man is {aid to be rcnewed in
“ knowledge after the image of him that cre-
“ated hinm.” :

With the alfert of the underftanding, there
muft al{o be the confent or approbation of
the will.  This 1s not an hafty, inconfider-
ate att. It is done with-knowledge and de-
liberation. Never was the perfon engaged
in fo {olemn a tranfattion before. Never
was he more ferious and deliberate, than in
tranfatting with God, the important con-
cerns of his foul’s falvation.  Thig confent,
or approbation of the will, is founded upon
principlés and moiives, the molt rational,
and the foul is detcrmined, in its choice, by
an ipfinntely greater good————Confequent-
ly, there is the conciarrence of the affec-
tons.,  For although the confent or appro-
bation of the will doth not always follow the
affent of the underflanding, yet the affe€tions
always, and neceflarily follow the confent of
the will, fo that whatever the will makes
choice of as good, the tendency of the aflec-
tions is immediately towards that objeft--—
Agreeably to this reprefentation, faith 1s faid,
in feripture, to be featedin the heart ; which,
as one entire principle, comprehends sll the
faculties of the foul i it. * For with the
“ heart man believeth unio righteoufnels”
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In believing, then, thefe three faculpiey -
the foul as one entire principle polfc.ac:
each of thele faculties, or exerting itleif in
thefe {everal ways, unite, in returning to
Gad, chooling him as a portjon, and delighit-
ing in him as an all-fufficient good—The
foundation of all fin and mifery lies in our
having departed from  God,  and placed that
love on, and given that feat in the heart to
the creature which 1s due only to the Crea-
tor. The believing foul is brought to a fenfe
of this. It is madeto fee, and to fcel, that
created enjoyments- canpot be a portion for
it, or render it happy ; and it is brought to
God as its centré and reft, under the influ-
ence of a clear difcovery,and thorough per-
fuafion, that he, and he only, is poflefTed of
enjoyments fuited to its nature, extenfive as
1ts capacity, and adequate to its defires and
Wiﬂ“‘:So ot L T , o .

It 1s to be particularly attended to here,
that the foul, which thus returns to God, as
its portion, doth it in the way of hiz own ap-
_pointment, thatis through the Mediator and
by the effe€tual. operations of the Holy
Spirit. Itaccepts of Jelua Chriftas the Sa-
vior. It cheerfully confents to, it is well
pleafed with, and it beastily agquiefces in the
‘way of life and falvation made known in the
gotpel through him. In this there is an ex-~
phicit renunciation of alk other faviors and
methods ¢f {alvation ; and an unpiverfal ap-
‘probation of, acquiefeence in, acceptance of,
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and ‘reliance upon Jefus Chrift, and the
mercy of God through him, for all the blef-
fings both of grace and falvation. The Holy
Spirit finds admiflion into the heart, and
makes it a temple in which he takes up his |
refidence. -~

~In the exercifes of the foul towards Jefus |
- Chrift, and the mercy of Gol through
him, there is a particular refpedt had to the
declarations and tenders, the invitations and
promifes of the golpel, in which they are }
exhibited. In believing, the foul is caf
into the mould of the gofpel. It s
ormed to an”univerfal approbation of i,
and compliance with it. And whillt, on the
one hand, the perfon, in believing, hath ref
pect to, and is well pleafed with, the device
of falvatio. through a Redeemer, as contain- §
ing all his {alvation ; making effe€tual pro-
vifion for his complete and everlafting hap- |
pinefs : he is no lefs pleafed that this is done |
in a way confiltent withthe divine perfetions.
He rejoices in the confideration, that righ-
teoufnefls and peace are met together, and §
mercy and truth have embraced each other §
in the crofs of our glorioufly ¢xalted Imma-
nuel. He rejoices in the glorious manifef-
tation which is made of the riches ana free-
nefs of divine mercy and grace, »nd in the
illuftrious difplays w{i’ch are given of the di-
vine. perfe€tions and glory, by his recovery
{roin the depths of mifery and diftrefs, and
his advancement to the greateft glory and |
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happinels of whict his rature is capable. Tn-
deed, I am perfaaded, that the believing
foul is oftentimes fo taken up in the raptu-
rous contemplation of the ftupendous dif-
plays of the divine perfeélions and glory -
which are given in the way of falvation
through a Redcemer, as, for fome time, in
a great mealure, to loole fight of its own
fafety and happincfs.

‘Thefe things are plain, and muft, I appre-
hend, be eafily underftood by every atten-
tive and intclligent mind.  But the genuine-
nefs of our faith, particularly in this refpett,
being of the utmoft confequence to us, per-
-mit me, out of refpeét to weaker minds, who
‘are as much concerned in this matter as the
moft intelligeat, and, if poflible, to prevent
all miftake in a matter of fuch infinite mo-
meny, to endeavor to lead you to a flill more

~particular and familiar view of the exercifes
of the foul, in believing, towards the different
objeéts of this faith.

“ My people,’ faith God, * have commit-
“ted two evils: they have forfaken me, the
““fountain of living waters, and hewed them
“out ciierns, broken cifterns, that can hold
“no wates. Thou fhalt have no other Gods
“ before e’ ! am thine all-fufficient, and
1 will be thine orly portion. “ O Lord our
“God,” faith the believing foul, * other
“ Lords behdes thee have had the dominion
“over-us; but by ‘thee only will we make
“ menvioh of thy name. Behold; we come
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‘unto thee, for thou art the Lord our God.
' The Lord is my portion, faith my foul,
““ therefore will 1 hope in him.  Thou art
“my refuge, and my portion, in the land of
“che living,  Whom- have | in Heaven hut
“ thee, and there is none upon earth that [
* dewre belides thee.—-Thou halt,” {aithGod,
“ deltroyed thyfelf., Qf the rock that begot
“ thei, thou art unmindful, and hatt forgot-
“ ten (God that formed thee.” The God, in
“ whole hand thy breath is, and whole are

“ all thy ways, haft thou pot glorified. En-

“ter not,” faith the believing foul, “ into
“judgment with thy fervans ;. for in thy
“fight fhall no man living be jultified. If
‘“ thou, L.ord, fhouldeft inark iniquities, O
“ Lord, who fhall fltand] I acknowledge
“ my tranfgraflions, and my fin is ever before
“me. Behold, I was {hapen in iniquity,
“ and in fin did my mother conceive me.

“ have been eftranged from the womb, going
“ aftrayasfoonas I was born, fpeaking lies,—-
“ But,” faith God, “<thou faidft thereis no:
“hope. No, for I have loved ftrangers, and
“ after them I will ga. = What,” faith the
believing foul, * have I to do any more with
“ jdols.”’—Thou hatt, faith God,proken my
jult and righteous lawy; thou'hal -sebelied

againft thy rightful Lord and.Sovereign; ihou

halt trampled upon..my authority, -and ¢aft

indignity upon all my glorious attributes
‘thou haft incurred tha,curfe, .and ary pwnder

condemnation ; what haft.thou tQ: offes. in
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vindication of thy condult, or in arreft of
jult deferved judgent. “Apainft thee,” faith
the believing {oul, “ thee only,bave 1 finned,
“and done this evil in thy fight ; that thou
“ mightelt be jufltified when thou fpeakeft,
“and clear when thou judgeft. Behold, 1
“am vile, what fhiall I an{wer thee ? I will
“lay mine hand upon my mouth. Once
“have I {poken, but I will not anfwer : yea,
“twice, but { will proceed ne further. We
“arc ali as an unclean thing, and all our
“ righteoufnefs are as filthy rags; we all do
“ fade as a leaf, and our iniquities, like the
“ wind, have taken us awey. Have mercy
““ upon me, O Geod, according to thy loving
“kindnefls; accordingto the multitude of thy
‘“ tender mercies,blotout my tranfgreflions.—
“I am,” faith God, “a confuming fire to
“ the workers of iniquity. But,” faith the
believihg foiil, * there is forgivenels with
‘ thee, that thou mayft be faved.”

If, faith God, thou wilt be faved, it muft
be in the way which infinite wifdom and
love have provided and appointed. 1 bave
fet forth my only begotten fon to be a pro-
pitiation through faith in his blood ; neither
ts there {alvation in any other——* This,” faith
the believing foul, “is a faithful faying, and
“ worthy of all acceptation, that Chrift Jefus
“came into the world to fave finners; of
“whom I am chief. Lord, to whorm fhall we
‘“go ? Thou haft the words of eternal life.
“ And we believe and are {ure, that thou art
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“that Chrift, the fon of the living God, -
“ Afhur fhall not fave us ; we will not ride
“ upon horfes ; neither will we {ay any more
“ to the work of our hauds, ye are our Gods;
“for in thee, the fatherlels findcth mercy.
“ Surcly, fhall one- fay, in the Lord have I
“ righteoufnefs and ftrength. In the Lord
“ {hall the fced of Ifrael be juftified andfhall
“ glory.” '
And, according to the particular :erms and
conditions upon which Jefus Chrifi, snd \he
bleflings of ialvation through him, are pro-
pofcd to the foul, dothit, in the exercife of
this faith, accept of them ? Doth God offer !
Chrift as a whole Saviour ?—The foul re-
ecchoes the gofpel ofizr,andreplies,l take him
without exception, as my Prophet, my Prieft, -
and my King, as jultifying rightecoufnefs, and
as [angtifying grace, in his crofs, and in bis
crown, yea, as all, and in all.—Doth God
offer {alvation as a free gift ?—Content, rc-
plies the believing foul,I acceptirasa reward, |
not of debt, but of grace—Doth God ofler
falvation as an unmerited gift - Who
faith the believing foul, “am I, O Lord Gud,
“ and what is myhoufe ? Iam nomore wortly
“ to be called thy fon, make me as one ol thy
“ hired fervants.”” I aimn lefs than the leaft of

- all thy mercies. I have forfeited all claim to

thy fivor,and merit nothing at thinc hand but
wrath and difpleafure—Doth Gori claim all
the glory of {alvation to him{clf ?-~Then the
reply of faith is, “ Not unto uy, O Lord,




[ % |

“ not unto us, but unto thy name give glow
“ry, for thy merey gnd thy truth’s fake. I
“ am willing to be nothing, that God may be
“all ; yea, to be lels than nothing, that the
“ perfettions of God, and the richcs and
“ frcenefs of Divine inercy and grace, ma
“ be manifclted and exalted.” Doth God,
in and with Jefus Chrift, freely offer pardon,
life, and falvation ; grace here and eternal
felicity, and glory hereafter, and enrich the
believing foul with all the Divine fullnels ?
—Then faith will vent itfelf in fentiments
and expreflions fimilar to thefe—* Blefs the
“ Lord, O my foul; and all that is within
“ me, blefs his holy name. Blefs the Lord,
“ Omy foul, and forget not all his benefits.
“ Who forgiveth all thine iniquities—who
“ healeth all thy difeafes—who redeemeth
“ thy life from deftrution—who crowneth
“ thee with loving kindnefs and tender mer-
“ cies—who fatishieth thy mouth with good
* things,{o that thy youth is renewed like the
« ca.ilc‘s.”-g-Doth God offer his Spirit to
quicken and fanétify, to enlighten 2nd dire&,
to aflit, fupport, and comfort, to be in us,
and to abide with us *~—Lord, faith the be-
lieving foul, evermore give me of this water.
Let thy good {pirit be in me as a fpirit of
ail grace, nor let him ever depart from me.
Ancgl, in return for all this, doth God re-

quire that we fhould devote ourfeclves to him,

to be for him, and not for anothes ?>—*“ O
h:i.ard," {aith the believing foul, “T am

a1
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“ thy fervant, truly I am thy fervant, and
* the fon of thine hand maid.” 1 received
my exiftence from thee. I am continually
upheld by thy power, and fed at the expenge
of thy bounty. In thee I live, and move,
and have my being. My c)bhgauons to

ferve thee are the firongeft, and moft indif-
penfible.  But,‘more cipecially, would I be
thine by a voluntary and entire dedication
of myfelf unto thee. I am not mine own—
1 have been bought with a price, even at the
ingltimable price of the precious blood of
the {on of God, therefore it fhall be my ftu-
dy, and the bufinefs of my life, to glorify
God in my {oul and in my body which are
his. Take afummary account of the whole
in the following paffage of fcripture. “ But
“ this fha]l be the covenant that I will make
“ with the houfc of Ifracl after thofe days,"”
faith the Lord, “ 1 will put my law in t{:exr
“ inward parts, and write it in their hearts,

“and I will be their God, and thcy fhall bc'

“ my people.”

Thus, then, you fee that faith, in this par-
ticular refpet, is the aflent of the foul to,
its approbation of] its acquiefcence in, and
its reliarice upon that way of g!onfymg his
name in the redemption of a loft world which
God hath made known, in the gofpel. |

'The general plan which I have propofed,
and to which I have hitherto ftrictly adhered,
hath beep, to endeavor to give you a clear
{criptural view of this fubjet, without turning
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afide to the right hand, or 'thc left, to take
notice of any contrary opinions. o

I cannot, however, fatisty my [elf, ir '@l‘“
miffing this branch, without animadverting
a little upon one opinion which hath been
maintained by fome, and .shich {tands direéi-
ly oppofed to what I have now been endea-
voring to inculcate.

The opinion is this, that affurance is the
eflence of jultifying faith ; or that it confiits
in a perfonal perfuafion that Chrift died for
me in particular.—] would befpeak your
fpecial attention to this point, becaufe I
look upon it to be exceedingly dangerous,
and as laying a foundation for the groffeft
delufion. It this {entiment be true, then the
view which I have been given you of the
faith of the gofpel is altogether wrong.-—
Certainly, then, it concerns you much to
afcertain the truth in this matter.

Perhaps, the beft method of eftablifhing
truth, or of deteting error, is, carefully to
examine the principles and fources from
which they have originated, and upon which
they ultimately reft. If, then, I am able
clearly to point out to you the occafion of
this error, and to fhew the fallacies which
lie at the very foundation of it, it will, I
truft, be fufficient entirely- to overthrow it.

One or the other of the following things
have, I am perfuaded, given occalion for
this delufive {entiment :—

H
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Firft. A fear of giving counterance
to a felf rightcous principle. I granr, in.
deed, that we are in the utmoft danger frem
this quarter, and cannot be too much on our
grumd arramftxt. But, furcly, 1t is not ne.
cellary, in avoiding one extreme, we fhould
run into another. In avmdlm legalifim,
there is no neceflity that we fhould embrace
antinomianifim. ‘The truth lies in the mid-
“dle between thefe two extremes. Tt does
not necellarily follow, that, in order that
falvation may be wh oHv of free grace, we §
Hhould make faith a fuperftruéture, without
‘a foundation. What ;rwatc,r merit can there
be in the compliance of the foul with the pro-
pofals of the gofpel, or its acceptance ol the
offered mercy, than in a beggar's {tretching §
forth his hand to receive the alims which is |

offered to him ? Or what merit can be fup- |
poled to be in this confent of the foul to, or §
its compliance with, the calls of the gofpel, §
more than in confidently believing that Chrift
and falvation are ours ; more efpecially
when it 1s maintained, that this conient, or |
compliance, is the q=ft of God, and can be }
pruduced in the foul only tlumwh the ope-
rations of his IToly Spirit ? 1If you attemps
to exalt Divine grace upon the ruins of rea-
_fon, and even ot comnion {enfe, you miflake
the matter altogether.

Secondly. Not diftingunifhing betwcen per-
fonal application, and actual® intercft, hath,
1 am fatrslied, been another caufe of this
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miftake.  Thele two, it is true, are clodely,
and isteporably connetted 5 but the one 1s,
in the ve v nature of things, previous to, and
lavs the touadation for th«. other. What is
| it that makes an indigent perfon a poffeffor

of the alns which s offered to him ? His
confident perfuafion that it is his ? Or his
acceptance of 1t ? Or what ground hath he
to belicve thatit is bis uniil he hath ablually
accepwd of it? There is, indeed, in jullify-
ing faith, a pariicular perfonal apphcatxon of
jeius Chnﬁ and of the henchts of his pur

chafe to the foal.  This is the very thing in
which it confifts,  But this is widely diffe«
rent from a gancr;d Liftorical faith, on the
oue hand ; atm, on the other, from a conw
fidant pcndukm 1, iaat (;1()' <IC ours, Jefm
Chinfl, and the L e nas of {aivd{mn through
’xzm, are, as tpey are exhibited in the call
and offer of the ; colpel, equally the property
of all ; that is to fay, none have an attual
lm{“Cﬂ in them whilll they are only exhibit-
ed .n this general offer. Tt s the attual
compliance with this call 5 1t is the attual
acceptance of thele b acﬁmm that makes any
dificrence in this cafe.  Let me illuftrate
this by a familiar fimilg-—A Prince offers
pardon and indemnity to a numLer of his
fubjefls, who have beenin a flate of hoftility
and rcbellion egainft lum, upon condition
of their making perfonal application to him,
confefling their fault, and coming under en
gagements to be true and faithful {ubjctls

M.
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in future.  Should now one of thefe perfons
{it f:ll at home, poflefled of the fulleft con.
fidence, that this pardon and indemnity were
his ; let me afk, Would this confidence make
them fo ? No, certainlv.  But when he hath
attually complied with the terms upon which
this pardon and indemnity are propofed, this
gives him an alual intercft in them. Then
hath he jult grounds to helieve, that they are
his, and to take the comfort of them. If
faith confifted in this confident perfuafion,
then all a perfon weuld have to do, would
be, by every pnfiible means, to work himfelf
up to, and confirm himfelf in it, whatever
cvidence he might have of the contrary.
"This would be, againft hope, to believe n
hope, with a witnefs, and is a faith which
may do well cnough for fools and madmicn,
but which, I am fure, no wifc man can be
fatished with.  As foon {hall a perfon, whole
underfllanding 1s deranged, and who, in the
extravagance of his folly, imagines himfelf
a King, be advanced, by virtuc of this per-
fuafion, to the throne, and to all the enfigns
and prerogativcs of royalty, as a perfon {hall
become an heir of God, and a joint heir with
Chrift, who founds his claim to thefe Dblef-
fings and privileges upon this prefumptuous
confident perfuafion.

Thirdly. Miftaking the precedents, the
concomitants, or the confequences of faith,
for faith itfelf, hath bcen another caufe of
this erroncous tenet.  The dark undcritand-
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ing of the believing foul is made light in ti.e
Lord. Itfecs fonmething of the beauty of
holinefs, and of the glory of uncreated per-
fection. Jefus Chrift is revealed in fuch a
{oul, the hope of glory ; and it 1s unlighten-
ed in the glorious myfterics ot redecming
love through him. Peace and comfort na-
turally flow from the f(ubjection of the foul
to God, its rightful {overeign, from its choice
of him, and its acquicfcence in him as its
portion, and from a difcovery of himasa
reconciled Fathcer, inftcad of an angry Judge.
Such is the glory of thofe objctls exhibited
to the view of the believing foul, and fo
plealing the exercifes in which it is engaged,
as to produce a proportionate degree of
comfort. I am fatisfied, alflo, that the
exercifes of the foul, in believing, are al-
ways accompaniced, or rather immediately
followed by a well founded perfuafion of an
interclt in the Saviour, and in the bleffings
of falvation through him. This perfuafion
s fomctimes in an higher, and fometimes in
a lower degree. There are degrees of it
from the firlt dawnings, ta the full aflur-
ance of hope. Still, however, the accept-
ance of the Savior, and the compliance of
the foul with the propofals of falvation made
through him, in the gofpcl, are the only ra-
tional or fcriptural foundation upon which
an aflurance, or hope of our intereft in them,
¢an be built. That the chriftian may know
in whom he hath believed,and imay be enabled,

»
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4.1 th Thomas, to fay, i in the language of al-
Jurance and mumph “ My Lord, “and m
2 f,.. od, 18 st to be doubtcd Bleficd he Goc{
1t 0% a4 "moft glorious and comfortable truth, §
Put this 1s rot faith, but affurance. Tien. §
ters pot into the confideration of the nature §
‘of farth, but is anevidence of its ftrength .awi
- perivition. - ~
In the fourth place. According to akc
opvm on which T am now oppofing the gof-
pel is wholly 2 revelation of the grace and.
good will of God towards us, or, as fome
'Eam tcrmed it, a bundle of promufes, and |
2l \hat we have to do is confidently to be- §
lieve,that the bleffings contained in them are
ours ; that faith and repentance are not re«
| »'quned of us in order that we may be pardon-
ed and faved ; but only that this pardon and
falvation, which were ours from eternity,
may be mamfcﬁcd to our fouls, and that we
may have the comfort of them ; and that to
fuppofe any thing neceflary to be wrought in
us, or performed by us, in order to intercil
us in thefe bleflings, would be injurious to
the riches and freencfs of divine mercy and
race. Thisis truly a {pecious fine-fpun
peculation. Butlet us fce how faritiscon-
fitent with troth.  The (cripiures, then,
ro where csli upon the {inncr to believe,that
Chrift died for him, in particular, or that the
bleflings «f falvation arc his ; ; nor is faitn
ever exhibited in this view. The words of
the Apoftle, “who loved me, and gave bim-
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« fclf for me,” and {imilar expreflions in the
word of God, are wholly mifapplied when
they are adduced to prove that faith confifts
in ‘this perfonal perfuafion. They are the
language of affurance and not of faith. The
conftant uniform tenor of {acred writ is, that
Chrift died for finners, and that there 1s par-
don, life, and falvatior. by the mercy of God
through him, for all who will break off their
fins by repentance, accept of him as their fa-
vior, and of the offered mercy through him.
And on this account is faith fo frequently
pointed out to us, by coming to Chrift, re-
ceiving of Chrift, flying to him, trufting in
him, and the like. You may call thefe
terms, or conditions, or what you pleafe.
It i1s he who aétually repents and bclieves,
and he only, who is attnally pardoned, and
interefted in the bleffings of {alvation. And
I,will add here, that the power of divine and
fovereign grace are abfolutely neceflary to
enable us to perform thefe conditions.
- Itisutterly trifling and abfurd to fuppofe,
that all the elcét of God were juftified, and
actually interefted in all the bleffings of fal-
vation, from eternity, becaude it was the pur-
vofe of God from that period, that they
thould be fo in time. They are, whilft in
their natural ftate, children of wrath, even
as others.  As well might you alledge, that
the world exifted from cternity, becaufe it
wus the purpofe of God to create itin time ;
er thai all the people of God on carth are
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riow altually glorified Saints in Heaven, be-
caufe it is the purpofe and promiie of God
that they fhall be {o.

There arc various marks and charaters
laid down in the word of God for us to.
examine and prove ourfelves by. But to
what purpofc are thole marks and charac-
ters, if our fatistaction or ailurance relpect-

~ing our graciows {tate were a mere conhdent

perfuafion, and not the refult of a rational
and fcriptural enquiry.

Add to this—--That it is required of us that
we “be ready always to give an anfwer to
“ cvery'man that afketh us a reafon of the
“ hope that is in us, with meeknels and
« fear.””—Suppofing faith, then, to confift
in this confident perfuafion, let me afk, how
we could give a realon of ile hope that is
in us to him that afketh it ot us P—What fa-
tisfaélion, with refpect to the genuinenefs of
our hopc covld our confdence aftord to
another ? Or how would this high confi-
dence agree with that *“ meeknefs and fear,”
with which the anfwer fhould be given ?

To what hath been faid upon this point,
I would ouly add farther, that this notion
of juftifying faith carrics in it a grofs abfur=
dity and contradiétion. According to it the
thing to be believed 1is, that Chrilt died for
me, that I am juftified, and fliall be faved
through him ; and yet this perlualion is fup-
poled to be the very thing which gives me
an intercll in the Savior, and in tie bleflinge
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of falvation through him; for, let this faith

be what it will, nothing is more certain from
{cripture, than, that he who believeth, fhall
be {aved, but he who doth not believe, fhall
be damned. Muft I not then be interefted

in the Savior before 1 can know o1 believe
that I am fo ?—How, then, can this perfua-
fion be the mean of giving me this intereft ?
Is not this to make the efte@ exift before the
caufe P~—Is it not to give exiftence to that
which had no exiftence before,by confident~
iy belicving that it doth already exift ? But
I fha!l urge the matter no further, I truft
it is {uthciently evident from what hath been
already faid, that the tenet which I have

been oppofing is neither rational nor {crip-
tural.

IV. SERMO N.

-

H I B. xi1. 6.
Bur witnoutr FAITH 1T IS IMPBOSSIBLE
10 rLEASE [1M.

E come now to the fourth thing pro-

pofed under this branch of the fub-

jett, namely, to confider the confequences
of this faith, or thofe eflets which, when
genuine, it will produce. It is, you will ob-
ierve, thofe conlequences or cileéls of faith
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which are fenfible,which take place with ref.
pect to our difpofition, charatter, and cona
.duft, and the confideration of which may be
a mean of affiting us in judging of the ge-
nuinenefs of our faith, and not thofe which
have reipe& (o our ftate, that I mean to
dwell upon. This branch of the fubjetl de-
ferves a particular difcuflion, and requires
your moft {crious attention and application,
The effetts of faith are, perhaps, the fureft
foundatiun upon which to build a judg-
ment of its genuinenefs. Only an experimen-
Yal acquaintance with it can enable us to
form any juft conceptions of it. The fmall-
eft experimental teaching, by the holy fpirit
of God, wil lgive an infinitely better under-
ftanding of this Divine myflery than the moft
elaborate treatifc upon it could ever com-
municate, or could ever be attained by the
moft vigorous cfforts of the moft penctrating
genius. And whillt the heaven born foul
will inwardly rclith a juft defcription of
faith, and may read the charaéters cngraven
upon his own heart, a poflibility of com-
municating one clcar intelligible idea of it
to the mind that is only dottrinally taught,
may be entirely difpaired. How liable then
muft we be to miltakes in this important
matter ? Our ignorance in this cale, how-
ever, might not be fo fatally dangerous, were
it not for that pronenels which is in us to
form to ourlclves refuges of lics.  But thefe
two, the blindncfs and ignorance of the na-
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tural mind, with refpe& to the nature of fav-
ing faith, and the pronenefs of the natural
heart to felf-flattery and {rlf-deception, tak-
en together, give the adveriary of their fouls
a great advantage againft us. Hence, tranf- .
forming himfcl{ into an Angel of light, and
counterfeiting the various graces and opera-
tions of the Holy Spirit, fo as, if it were
poflible, to deceive the very eleft, it be- |
cemes comparatively eafy for him to im- .
pofe thofe actings of the mind upon us, for |
faving faith, which are nothing but countere
fcit. But no one who will be confciencious
and faithful to hisown foul can be {o readily
deccived in thofe effetls which it produces.
Let us proceed, then, to take thele under
particular confideration. |

1. This faith, if it be genuine, will pu-
rify the heart. It hath its feat in the heart,
and it operates therc as a purifying princi-
ple. To reftore man to a conformity to the
moral image and law of God, was no lefs an
obje€t of the divine counfels than to free
him from the guilt which he bad contratted,
and the punithment to which he was liable
as a tranfgreflor. And faith is made the
great principle of the one, asit is the inftru..
ment of the other. In the excreife of it
divine truths, in their fanttiiying it.Huence,
are brought home to the heart ; and the di-
vine perfettions, in their transforming glory,
are exhibited to the foul.  Thus our Savior
prays, “ Sentiify them through thy truth
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“ thy word is truth.”” Thus, in the confe-

rence which was held by the Apoﬂlu and
Elders, at ]erhfa ens, 1pe{:im;.‘, the obliga-
tions which the (;emx!c“ wiho cmbraced
Chniftianity, were under ic fubmit to cir-
cumcifion, and the various ceremonies of the
Jewifh m{htutlon the Apoftle Peter tells
them, “ That God had put no difference
“ between tliem,” and the Geniiles, * puri-
““ fying their hearts by faith. Seemg,” [ays
he, in one of his Epiltles, “ ye have purified
# your fouls in obeymg the truth through
“ the fpirit.”” It isin the exercifc of fdim

that “ the glory of the Lord”’ is beheld by
“all”” true believers, “ with open face as in
“a glafs,” foas to change them “into the
“ fame imagc from glory to glory, even as
“ by the fpirit of the Lord.”” Holinefs is no
lels eflential to the happinefs of man than
parden.  Without it he i1s neither capabie
of the fervice nor cnjoyment of God.  Juf-
tification and iain&xhcauon, then, are infe-
parably conncéled in that falvation which is
wrought out, and which is conferred upon
the believing foul ; nor is the latter lefs the
objett of its defire than the former. As one
boldly, though juftly, exprefles it, “ The
“ believer,” 1ays he, “ would not thank
«“ God for the pardon of-his fiis, uniels he
“ would aifo deltroy the power of it in him.”
The praycr of the Plalmift exprelles the de-
fire :f every one who 1s the fubject of this
faid, “Create in mz a clean heari, O God;
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« and renew a right {pirit within me.”  Ac-
cordingly the fcriptures always join thele
two together. “ Who gave himfclf for us,
“ that he might redecm us from all iniquity,
“ and purify unto himleif a peculiar people.
« Even as Chrift alfo loved the ckurch, and '
« pave himfelf for it, that he might fandtify

“ and cleanfc 1, with the wafhing of water

“ by the word, that he mmhtprefcnt it to

“ himfelf a glorlous church, not having fpot

“ or wrinkle, or any f{uch thing, but that it

“ ﬂmu]d be holy, and without blemifh.”

This faith, if it be genuine, will empty
mc foul of felf, and deeply humble it before
God. Sceft thou a man whofe faith lifts him
up, makes him full of himfelf, and of his
high attainments, gives him an high opinion
of human merit, aml of the virtue and effica-
cy of human endeavors; fuch an one’s reli-
gion is vain.  You may fafely determine
refpetling him, that he is a ftranger > the
faith of God’s ele@t. Self-confidence and
felf.conceit are very unpromifing fymptoms
in any cafe; but, they are particularly fo in
rchgton. ¢ Seelt thou a man wife in his

‘own conceit ? There i1s more hope of a
“ fool than of him.” Tlic faith of the gofpel
s a fclﬁvmptymg and felf-humbling grace.
“ It cafts down imaginations, and every high

“thing that exalteth itfeif againft the know-

“ e dgc of God, and brings into coptivity

“every thought to the obedience of Chrift.”?

I
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In * thatday,” when Jefus Chrift makes his
triumphant entrance 1nto the foul, * the lof-
“ ty looks of man fhall be humbied, and the
“ haughtine{s of man fhall be brought low,
“and the Lord alone fhall be exalted.”—
The difcoveries which the believing foul has
of the perfettion and glory of God, and the
manifeftation of the divine favor and love
~ which are afforded unto it, have a direét and
~ powerful tendency to bring it to an hum-
bling fenfe of its meanncfs and vilenefs, and
the great obligations which i1t is under to the
riches and fovereignty of redeeming mercy
and love. I have heard of thee,” faith Job,
“ by tire hearing of the car; but now mine
“ eye fecth thee.  Wheretore I abhor my-
“{clf, and repent in duit and athes, Wois
“me,”’ faith the Prophet Ifiah, “ for I am
“undone, becaulc 1Iam a man of unciean
“ lips, and I dwell in the midft of a people
“ of unclean lips ; for mine cyes have feen
““thc King, thce Lord of hofts.” Faith is
made a particular inflrument of deftroying
that pride and {clf-fufficiency which are fo
natural to man, and which ftand i the moft
dirctl oppoiition to the difcoveries and of-
fers of the golpel.  “ That thou mayeft re-
“ member, and be confounded, and never
“ open thy mouth any more, becaufe of thy
“ fhame, when Iam pacilied towards thee
“ for all that thou baft done, faith the Lord

€ Y ose
6\,,-9 0‘10
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3. This faith, if it be genuine, will pro-
duce peace of confcience, and diftulc a fweet
{erenity and ‘compofure, through the foul,
which fometimes arifes even to the height of
joy and rejoicing.  * Therefore, being juiti-

“ fied by faith, we have peace with God, -

“ through our Lord Jefus Chrift. Bywhom,
“ alfo, we have accefs by faith unto this
“ grace wherein we ftand, and rejoice in
“ hope of the glory of God. That by two
« immutable things, in which it was impoffi-
“ ble for God to hie, we might have a ftrong
“ confolation, who have {led for refuge to
“ lay hold upon the hope fet before us.”
Varicus caufes concur to promote this
peace and joy. Whilft the law of God has
a demand againft the finner,and hefces Lnn-
{elf expoled to the ftroke of jultice, conlci-
cnee, ch vicegerent of Gaod 1n bis brealt,
will bear teftimony againft Lim, and turn his
peace into'confufion.  But when, by fuith,
lie becomes unite Lto Jeias Chrit, is enabled
to lay hold on his righteculnets, and has his
pardoning,peace-fpeaking blood applied, Ly
the Holy Spirit, to his ceanlcience, he Le-
comes juitified from all his 1aiquity, and
fecls the burden of his guiit, at lealt infome
meafure, removed.  Asthe man-flayer,who
had got 1nto the city of refuge, was frec from
the avenger of blood, and might dwell there
in peace and fafety ; fo, the perfon, who has
fled to Jefus Chrift, and laid hold on him
as the hope fet before himinthe gofpel isfreed
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from thofe evils and dangers with which he
was threatened ; the debt being pmd jultice
1s {atisfied, and confcience 1s ;uxctcu. View-
ing, on the one hand, the evils and dangers
from which, through grace, he has attained
to the hupc cr dclwcrancc:,and on the other,
the bleffednefs of that flate mnto which he
trufls he is brought, can he but rejoice ?—
Lately he was tofled upon the botlterous
waves of foul diftrefs and trouble, 1 the ut-
nelt danger, and under the moll alarming
apprel: enflons and fuars of being ucrnal)v
calt away ; how happy, tacn, mult he fel
Limiclt, when landed upon a [ufe fhore, and
c(tabii{hed upon the rock of ages ? Add 1o
thefe, t"e novcltx and tranfe cndem alory oi
thofe objetts of which the be lieving foul, a
fuch a ica{on, has fome difcovery and aniuy-
wment.  The preicnce of God is the dclight
and 1h»~ joy of Hzaven,and it 1s the beginuing
of Leaven, m the iml when Ged, 1any
nealure, mamfelis hunfe Ifa God re L)m-i!g;d
and Lifts upon it the gkt of his countenance,
All the siorics of (,ou, man, mediater,meet
i cur Immanucl.  Lhe nlmv of Cod 13
bebeld, fiming in his fuce 5 wn :d he is fo feen
m the glories of his perfon and charatier, s
w render him thic object ol delighe and 1e-
ymmw “ Whom having not fcen, ye love
“Inw mmi, though now ye {ce bim not, yzt
“believing , ye r¢joice w ith i joy un{pu’wb L,;
“and iulx of glory.”
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4. 'This faith, if iv be genuine, will work
by love.  The Apoftle John, who ti{o re-
markable, in his writings, for this grace,
faith, *“He that loveth not, knoweth not
“ (x()d for God 1slove.” And again, “ God
“1s l()v e, and he that dwelleth in love, dwel-
“leth in God, and God 1 him, And now,”
fays the Aj oltle Paul, “ abiucch faith, hopc
‘“ chamy t!wfc three ; but the greatelt of
“ thefe 1s charity, Lovc is the fulflling of
“the law. O‘x thefe two commandments,
““in which 1t is enjoined, our Lord tells us,
“ hang all the law and the prophets.””  This
moft excellent and perinanent of all chriftian
graces and virtuests produced by faith. “For
‘“in Jefus Chrift, neither circumcifion evail-
“cth any thmg nor uncircumcifion, but
“ faith, which worketh by love.”

Dgpendcnce is an cflential idca in the no-
tion of a creaturc. As man, then, has not
that in himielh,in the enjoyment of which he
canbe happy,his defires are continually going
abroad in queft of the objett of his bliis,
And his unhappinefs, fo long as he is defti-
tute of f{aving faith, 1s, that he is ignorant of
that in which the happinefs he is in purfuit of
lies 3 fo that he is conflantly engaged in a
fruitlefs chace, fecking alter happinefls in
that, which, 1 its own natuxe, 1s nothing but
vanitv., But, in the exercife of faith,the foul
apprchends 1omcthmg of the bcautv of holi-
nely, aund of the glory of uncreated perfeéti-
an, It prefents God as amolt excellent and
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amiablc Being, as a competent portier, and
all-fuflicient good, and leads the foul to him
ws 1ts centre and reft.

This love alfo atts towards our brethren
of mankind, univerfally, in benevolence and
good will. A tender concern for the welfare
of others, both in foul and body, is a temper
peculiar to the true bcliever. He fo far
partakes of the divine nature as fincercly to
defire that all may be faved, and come to the
knowledge of the truth.  But the impreflions
of the divine image, upon tholc who are of
the houfe-hold of faith, in a paxmular
manner, attraflts his love. “ Lvery one
“ that loveth him that bcgat, loveth him
‘“ alfo that is begotten of him. We hnow
“ that we have pafled from dcath unto life,
““ becaufe we love the brethrea; he that lev-
“ eth not his brother abideth i death. 1l a
“man fay, Ilove God, and hateth bis bro-
“ ther, he 1s a har ; fer he that loveth not
“ his brother whora he hath feen, how can
“Le love God whom he hath not feen ?”
Nay, we are told, that unfeigned love of the
brcmxen is the genuine tendency and effect
of an heart purified, in obeying the truth.
“ Sceing ye have purtfied your fouls in obcy-
““ing the truth through the {pine, anto un-
“teigned tove of the brethren ; {ee that ye
“ove onc an: nher with a purchgan {ervent-

Iy The enjoyments of the world are fo
oats '.md mpm 2rifhed, and {o in; \dequau. Lo
the delives and wifhes of 2 nnmorid {oul,
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tha the perfon oo feis his aftetions wpon
them, not findu:, 7hat fatislies him 1y them,
is for monopolizin, the whole, and exclud-
ing all others from having any fhare in them.
But the foul, which, by faith, contemplates
the glory, and feafts upon the fulnefs of
GGod, nceds not to be contraéted with feififh
views. The happinefs is boundlefs and un-
dimimifhed, and bhe is unable to comprehend
the breadth, or length, or depth, or height,
or in any Lompctﬂnt meafure to know the
love of God; it paffes all underftanding.
Lave to tcmporal objetls contracts the mind,
and makes it felfifh.  love to God tnlay;,ts
the heart, and gencroudly difpofes it to wifh,
that all others might fhare in it. That en-
mity to God and man, which 1s the effeét of
{in, 15 fubdued in all who arc the fubjefls of
divine grace. Love'to God, and good will
to his creatures, reigns triumphant 1n the
heavenly wianlions, and it prevails on earth
as far as moo are formed to the temper of
H( aven.

This {eithy if 1t is genuine, will be a
prwmplc of univerfal obedicnce..  As aéhon
is the natural confequence and evidence of
life, fo are good works of faith. - By purily-
Ing 'the heart it makes pro\'{mn for holinefs
in the hfe, as the fountain which is pure will
cmit whoifome waters, and the tree which is
cood will bring forth good fruit.  Holinels
can bave no communion with fin, nor puriw
ty with that which is deliled, lu cntertain
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hopes, then, of going to Tlcaven, and of he.
ing happy inthe craployments and enjoyments
of the redeemed of the Lord, and vet re-
matn pollefled of hearts which are cnmity
acain{t God, and are not fubjett 1o his law,
the fervants of § fin, and fubjett to divers lufts
and pleafures,w ould be the moft prepofterous
and ablurd thing imaginable. WHhillt the
keart 1s i the interell, and debled with the
inpanties of fin, 1t 1s 1mpoflible that God
fhouls pe the pn*tum of that foul, or thatit
{hould delight idclt inany meafure in him,
The fubject oﬁhis faith has lius reftoration to
the orizinal rectitnde of bis nature began.
He delights “inthe law of God after the
“ inward man.” And although,as being {anc-
tified but 1n part, the f{leth mav, in fome de-
gree, be fubjeét to the law of fin; vet, with
the mind he will ferve the law of Géd. The
finner who 1s, at heart, 1n league with fin,
who rolls 1t as a fwect mor!>! under his
tongue, who holds it falt; and will not let 1t
00, quarrels with the law of “Guod, and counts
nis commandments rigorous and feverc.—
On the contrary, the language of faith 1,
“‘The faw 1s holy, and the commandment
“ holy, juft, and good ; .but I am carnal, fold
under {in. quth, vithout works,” or
that faith which is not produttive of works,
“ 1s dead. This s a faithlul faving, and thele
“things T will that thou alfirm conitanty,
“that they which have believed in God,
““might be carcful to maintain good vorks;
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“ thefe things are good and profitable unto
“men.””  T'he redecemed of Jefus Chrift are
purificd “unto himfclf, a peculiar people,
“ zealous of good works.””  lHow faith ope-
rates in rendering the {ubjett of it fruitful,
1 cvery good word andgvork, will proper-
ly fallinour way under the remaimng branch
of the fubjcit At prefent, I mean only to
cltablifh the truth of the propofition, that
fath, when geouine, will be a principle of
univerfal obed lience, and will iduce the
fubjeet ¢f 1t to “have refpeét unto all” God’s
“ commandinents.”’

6. This faith, if it is genuine, will preduce
godly forrow,and repentarce for in. It pre-
fents tholfe obiaétsto the foul whichhave a na-
tural and powerful tendency to excite it, and
ftirs 1t up to the exercifes of it Tt appre-
hends the mtrinfic odioufbels an(i ceformuy
which therets i fine Tt makes the fubject
of 1t fenfible of the contraricty which is i
tothe purity aud perfettion of the divine na-
ture, and the difhonor which is done to the
majdtv of heaven and carth in the commif-
fion of it. Tt difcovers itto be the {burce and
procuring caule of all thoie evils which we
have felt, to which we are liable, or which
we have any caule to fear. It Liings the
perion to {ee and feel, that it is indecd an
evil and a bitter thing that he has depart-
¢d from the Lord his God. It makes
him {enfible, that, by the indulgenec of
fin, he has gricved the Holy Spirit of God,

M“’&arw. .
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and provoked him to withdraw thofe gra-
cious influences from his foul, upon whick
his {piriwsal life, and his eternal f{alvation,
depend. It difcovers fin, alfo, as the pro-
curing caufe of all that ignominv, and thofe
bitter agonics to which Jefus Chrift,the Lord
of glory, was expofed, and which he endur-
cd; and brings the perfon tu lay to heart
the particular . ncern which his own (ms
had in that tragical {rene. It caufes all

the divine gooanefs to pafs before him, and
gives him the intimations of pardoning mcr-
cy and grace. Thele fources of repentance,
when cxbibited and apptied to the foul, by
the Holy Spirit, in the excrcife of faith, are
futficient to break the hardeft heart, and 19
diffolve the moft.obdurate foul into the kind-
ly relentings of godly forrow. When al-
forded,in any conliderable dcgrc.“,t ey bread
up the fountains of the g great deep of gy
forrow.  Under their iufluence the 1u‘(,n
15 led to mourn for his {ins, as ouc rneaneth
for Lis only begotten fop, and to be in bit-
ternefls for them as one that is 1o biiterneis
for his firlt born child.

This iz an cxercife thatis rational 1 it-
{clf, and of which ity lubjelt defires fiul
greater and greater degrees. It brings wii
it u nf)cakablc iamfadwn and delight, 'The
Lmow of this world is bitter, and workeih
death ; but a godly forrow w orketh rcpen-
tance unto falvation, not to l:¢ repented of';
aud is a fweet myad&nt i the cup of the
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belicver's confolation. In thefe views the
believing foul delights to dwell. Here would
he look, and weep, and fob, until his heart’
would break with generous forrow and his
foul bccome enlarged for the enjoyment of
blifs.

. This faith, if it be genuine, will over-
come the world. “ For whofoever is born
“of God, overcometh the world ; and this
““1s the vi€tory that overcometh the world,
“cven your faith.” The world is one of
the three great enemics of mankind. Itis
the great rival of deity, for the fupreme feat
in the human heart. Its honors, its plea-
furcs, and its profits, have all Lha'rme be-
witching to the eye of deprav cd fenfe ; and
it is principaily through their mﬂucnce that
thc adverlary of our fouls obtains {o many
advantages againft us. Hencc thofe pref-
fing exhortations in fcripture—* Love not
‘“the world, neither the things that are in
“ the world:  If any man love the world,
“the love of the father is not in him.—
“For all that is in the world, the luit of
“the fiefh, and the luft of the eyes, and
“ the pnde of life, 1s not of the Father,
“but is of the world. And the world pal-
“fcth away and the fafhion thercof; but he
“ that doth the will of God abidcth forever.”
Whercver faith hath its proper effctt, God is
reltored to his ﬁtprcmdcy in the heart, and
the world is held in comparative dilcfteem.
Thus, in the beginning of the teth. chapter of
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the.Revelations of St.. John, the charch of
Chrift, is reprcfented by “a woman cloathed
“ with the fun,”’ to denotcher hecauty through
taat comeline{s which he puts upon her ; and
as having “ the moon under her feet,” to fig-
nify her \ﬂorv over all fublunary thmm;.

The world here is particularly to be con-
fidered in two refpcéls; in it alurements, and
in its terrors.  In each of thefz 1s it inimical
to the chriftian. By the firft it operates upon
his hopes, and by the other upon his fears ;
which are the two great {prings of haman
attivity : and in cach of them doth he obtain
the victory over it, through faith.

In the exerci{e of this grace, the chriftian
is made a partaker of comforts and enjoy-
men:s infinitely fuperior to any which this
world aftords ;. comforts and enjoymcnts
fuited to his nature, and fatisfying to his
foul. In the c‘(ermfc of this gracc he alfo
attains to the prolpett and comfortable affii-
rance of happinefs inconceivably greater in
referve for him hereafter, even tulnefs of
joy and pleafures for cver more.

And, with refpect to the terrors of the
world, the chriltian may be enabled, in the
lively exercile of this grace, to fet them all
at dcfiance, and to triwmph Lver them. “In
“the world,” faid our Saviour, “ye fhall have
“ tribulaiuion; but be of gnod cheer, I have
“overcome the world.” «“ And not only {G,”
that 1s, not onl do we, “rejoice in hope of
“ the glory of God ; buL we glory in tribu-
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« lation ; alfo, knowingthat tril>ulation work-
« eth patience; and patience, experience ;
« and experience, hope ; and hope maketh not
« afhamed, becaufle the love of God is thed
« abroad n our hearts, by the Holy Ghoft
« which is given unto us. Under the in-
« fluence of faith, we will not be affraid of
“ them that kill the body, and after that
“ have no morc that they can do;” but we
will “fear him who after he hath killed,
“ hath power to caft into hell.”

8. This faith, if 1t be genuine, will produce
fubmifhon to the will of God, and refignati-
on to the dilpenfations of his providence.
This will be the prevailing difpofition of the
chriftian.  The finner 1s either borne away
with the tide of profperity, or he delpifes
the chaftening of the Lord, and is weary
when he i1s rebuked of him—But when in-
dulgent heaven affords an abundance of the
good things of this life, faith lcads the foul
up thefe {treams until it find its relt in God,
the fource from whence they flow. And,
when prefled under affli€tions and difap-
pointments, it can difcover, even through
the dark cloud, the hand of a merciful and
gracious God and Father, whoc doth not
afflitt willingly, nor gricve the children of
men ; who afflitts us for our benehit, and
chaftifes us for our reformation ; who, whilft
with the one hand he adminifters the necef-
fary correttion of a father, holds forth the

K
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other,replete widh the choicefl bletlings, And
whole pronufe, more flable than the mouna.
tatns, or than the foundations of the carth,
is, “that ali things ‘bzl work together for
“ good o them that love God, and ave call-
“cd accoraing to his purpefe.”—in fhort,
the finner, who 1s 1n a {latc of rebellion, and
cnmity againft God, 1s refractory and mur
murs under all thofe difpenfations of Lis
providence, which are mmmrv to his own
views atid mnclinations ; but the behiever, in
the excraifc ot a {hmm and lively fanth,
well pleafed with that wifdom which mdcrs
ail  things well, and  rejoiceth that the
Lord God omaipotent reigneth,

9. Onceinore. 'This fuith, 1f it be genu-
ine, will recommend and endear Jelus Umﬂ:
to the foul.  “ Unto you, therciore, who
“ believe,” faith the Apoftle Peter, * he s
“precious—yea,” fuith the fpoufe, in the
Songof Solomon, “ he is altogether lovely.”
Precious and lovely in his perfon, as God,
poﬂched of all poffible perfcction and glorv;
and, as Immanual, God with us,. (,od in
our nature, God cloathed in human flefii—
Precious and lovely in his character, as the
Mediator between God and man, and the
Savior of finners of the human race—"Preci-
ous and lovely in his humiliation, abale-
ment, and {uflerings ; and in his exaltauon,
glory, and happinefs ; in his crols, and in
his crown--=Precious and lovelyin hisoff ces, .

as the Prophet, the Pyiclt, and the King ofl
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Lis Church—Trecious and lovely in his
titles.  As the Lord Jefus Chrift—as the
fecond Adam—as the head of his Church—
asa {urcty—-asan advocate-—as an hufband—
a3 a friecnd--as a Bifhop—as bread from
Jleaven——as the water of life—as the morn-
ing frar—as the fun of rightecoufnels—as the
cap.ain of faivaston—as the head corner
ftone-—as a Redeemer—as the heir of all
thingx—as a thepperd-—as the judge of the
world—and as the refirreétion and the hife.—
Precious and lovely in his benefits ; as juf-
tifying rightcoufnefs,and as fanélifymg grace,
through our umon, to whom, by Lmh ve
are recetved nto tl;e numhm‘, and have a
righit to all the privilegzs of th={ons of God—-
And precious, and lovely in his intereft. T
mightenlarge much, in thewing you the pre-
cioufnefs and invchrw(s ot the Lord Jefus
Chrift, in each of thefe refpeéts.  And al-
though the fubjett mightbe uninterefting and
tedious to all fuch as have not a {piritual
dilcernment of, and rchifh for, {pirigual and
divine things 5 yet, to every true belicver,
it would be mof plealing and delightful.
But, I muft content myieif, at phf(‘m with
mentioning a few leading thoughts, Teavi ing
thc* cnlawgmncnt upon them to your privai
ot meditations,

Such are the confequences which this
faith, when genuine, will produce; it will
puuiy the heart-—it will unpty the {oul of
feif, and deeply humble it Lefore God—-it
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will produce peace of confeience, and dit-
fule a {fweet {crennty and cumpuiuu through
the foul—it will work by love—it will be a
principle of holy cocdience—it will produce
godly {orrow and repentance for fin—it will
overcome the woirld=-it will produce fub-
miffion to the will of God, awd rehignaton
to ite diipenfations of lns providence——and,
it wil gender jelus Chrill lovely and precia
ous to ke {oul,

Theie effetts, atleaft, ina prevailing de-
gree, vell farth, 1t it be genuine, produce.
St hall not have Gic dominion over the
{ubjeets oiit, for they are not under the law
but under crace,

It cannot have cfk"a')cd vour notice, that

explaining the nature, or in diferibing tie
(.ﬂtﬂb of yxitxfyu.g fai th I have made no
mention of one thing whish ! ath been {trenu-
nuily infiited upon by fo.ac. It s this, that
puﬁm in order to be faved,mull be wsllmg{
to e damned, 1f 1t would be h rthe g!uxy of
God. M) er"(m {or not takang thiis into the
account is, becaufe I am w,nlv peifuaded,
that 1t 1s neither rational nor fuw teval, It
15 indeed ftrange to me that fo CXLras Vg d
notion fhould ever have entered mto any
wife man’s mind ; and ftill more fo, that any
who profefs to be {uch, ihould attempt feri-
oufly to vindicate it.

This fentiment, you will obferve, is built
upon an hypothchs or (uppohtxon. Now
hypothefis, or fuppofitions, prove nothing.
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The utmoft they can do, in any eafe, is to
iHftrate.  But i the by pa)thdan {xzm;oi 1=
on be groundlels and talfe, then the ouly
purpofe which 1t can ferve 1s ) maticad and
deccive. Thereis then, mhe very nanne
of things, as well as by the divine appoint-
ment, an infeparable (::,m;w&zif.mi)i:twu\:n the
glory of God, ani the tappicefs of his peow
ple. The dilpenfation of the gofpel is de-
figned and calcutated to promowe thc one by
the other. In couf srmity to this; you will
recollet, that in cnumerating the oby cts of
faiih, as it hath a p“xm.ulax refpect to the
difpenfation of the golpel, 1 nwntioncd the
glory of God, as the primary, and: the hap-
pincts of his people, as a fecondary motive,
both ir the divine cauufels, and in the view
of the belicving foul.- It is not, 1t cannot
peflibly ke, for the glory of (y()d that any
of his peop]c fhould be dammed. Tt is for
His glory that they fhould be faved, and that
with a great and everlafting faivauon., It
would be an everlafting and indelible frain
uvon his glory,that any fuch thould be damn«-
ed. The fuppofition then, that it would be
for the glory of God, that any of his pmplc
iiould be damned, is a s abfurdity, con-
tradiction, and falfchous.  The defire of
happinefs is an effential principle of our na-
ture. It was implawnted in us,by the Author
of our being, for the wileft purpafes. Men
will fooner ceafe to be, than ceafe defiring.
to be happy. €od, it 1s true, requireth us to
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{cek our own happinefls in {ubordination to,
and in a way which tends to illullrate his gloa
vy, But he never did, nor indeed ever will,,
require of any intelligent creature, that it
{hould fo far renounce the pnnuph.s of 1ts
nature as to have no refpect to 1ts own hap-.
pinels 3 much lefs that it fhould be wiiling to
be damned, in order that he might be glori-
ficd ; nor can a tuppohinon {o replete with
abfurdity and fallchood, ever be the tefll of

. gracious difpofition. 'What God  hath

mmcd togetirer et no man aticiupt to put im
funder. |

Can it he pollible that any who have em- .
braced this opinion have cver once confi-
dered what it is to be damned ?  Havye they
ever realifed that it is 10 be given up to the
unreftrained dominton, and {ubjcéted to the
unremitted punithment, of fin; that it is to
be moft unlike the ftandard of all perfcttion,
and to hate, with the molt irreconcilable en-
mity, the fum of all excellence 5 that 1s o he
banithed forever from that Bung whofe ta-
vor 1s life, and whofe prefence and love are
the delight and the rejoicing of their hearts,
and in the height of defpairing rage and tor-.
ment to blafpheme that name which is moft
dear to theuw.

Certainly, fuch perfons have never duely
confidered the awlul impgyt of being damn-
ed, or they would never talk of it in this
wanncr. '
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That every truly pesitent and believivg
foul hatls the fentence of condemnationin him.
fclf that he fecls,and confefles that he deferves
domnation, and that it would bhe juft in God
to infli€ it upon him, is undoubtedly truc,
But this is a very different thing from being
willing to be damned, which 15 what God
never did, nor ever will require of anv crea-
turc upon any terms or conditions whatever.
The fcriptures, I am fure, tcach no fuch
doftrine.  Itis a tenct which both naiure
and religion abhor.  Let not then any feri-
ous mind give wfelf any perplexity or diltvefs
refpecting it.  If you are truly wiliing and
defirous that God (hould be clorified in vour
falvation ; 1f you are well pleafed, that the
onc 1s to be obtained in a confiftency with,
and in a way manifeftative of the other, this
1s the difpofition which the gofpel requires,
n order to a participation in the blellings
which it contains. i

Let me conclude,now,by earneftly exhort-
ing and befeeching you, to cxamine your-
fclves, and to prove yourfelves, whether ye
be in the faith,  Truft not to lying vanities.
Do not deceive vourfelves in a matter of
luch infinite confequence. It will be a
dreadful thing to go down to the pit with a
lie in your right hand. Rcft not fatisfied,
then, until you are made willing, in a day
of divine power, until your fculs are turned
to the wifdom of the jult, and every thought
ls!bxr?lught into captivity to the obedience of

i,

v
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H ° B. x1. 6.
Bui wituouT IFAUTH 11 I8 IMPOSSIBLYE
TO pLEASE Fliam.

I‘II."'I'“H I third thing pr(mo{cd, in the ge-
neral divifion of this fubjett, re-
mans yer to be difeuffed 3 whichis—To con-
fidor ‘!r'zzith, as it i a ruling and” governing.
principle 1 the chriflian it
In cntering upon this branch of the fub..
ject, it 1s proper to obferve, that faith, |
this relpect, prefuppoles it in thofe two re f-
seets, in which we have already confidered
it. Thele are the foundatons upon which
it is built. Thefc are the principles upon
which it proceeds. Faith, as it is a ruling
and governing principle in the chriftian hfc
in the very naturce of things, prefuppoles the
union of the foul to ]ffus Chrxﬂ, and 1ts re-
turn to God through him.  Itis only “as”
we “ have rccuvul Chrilt Jefus the Lord,”
that we either will or can “ walk in him.”
And faith, as uniting the foul to Jefus Chrift,
prefuppofes a belief of the principles of na-
tural rcligion, and of the divine original
and authority of the facred {criptures. N
is faith, in the two firft of thefe refpefis, by
any means, unneceTary or ufclefs in the
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chriftian life. The objeéts of it are often
called up to view, and the foul led forth in
fuitable as ags towards them. Indced, the
progrefs of the chriftian, in the {piritual and
divine life, 1n a great mealure, dcpcnfis upon
the encreafing- ftrength of his faith in thele
refpeéts. The more rooted and confirmed
his belief of the being of a God 1s, the more
rcalifing, extenfive, and clear, his views of
the divine perfettions and glory are ; the
more he fees of the beauty of holincfs, and
of the deformity of fin, the more “habitual
and dcep the impreflions, which lLie has upon
his mind, of God, as the Creawr, the Pre-
{erver, and Governor of the world, and all
things in it ; the more firm his beliet ¢f the
mnmortality of the foul, and of a flate of re-
wards and purifhments beyond the graves;
the more thorough his belief of the divine
original and authority of the {criptures ; the
more firm his union to Jefus Chrifl, and the
more {ledfalt the purpofes of his Leart to
clcave unto the Lord ; the greater will be
the proficiency which the chriftian makes in
the wavs of godlinels, and the more will he
abound in thofe fruits of rightcoufnefs which
are by Jefus Chrift, unto the glory arnd praife
of God. Thefe are evidences of the pro-
ficiency which he hath already made. Tl:fe
lay the foundation, and afford a profpett
of his future progrels.

IIo 'ng made this obflervation, let us
procec.. to take into confideration what
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firidly and properly belongs to this branch
oi the fubject.

With this view,we will—ifl. Confider the
objedls of this faith.  2dly Apply thefe ob-
jects to the cale, and experience of the
chriftian, by taking a particular view of the
various fituations and circumftances which
he may be in, and of the exercifes of faith
as correfponding with them.

We are, in the firlt place, to confider the
objetts of this faith. 1. Then, I fay, that
Jclus Chnit i1s one principal obje&t of faith,
as it 1s a ruling and governing principle in
the chriftian life. Under the preceding
branch of this fubjeét, we confidered Jefus
Chrift as an objeét of faith, as “ Cod” 15,
“in” him, “ reconciling the world, unwo
“ himfelf, not imputing their irefpafles un-
“ to them ;"” here he is to be conlidered in
fomething of a different capacity. We ther
viewed him as making peace by the blood uf
the crofs; we are hcre to confider him as
maintaining and perfeiting that peace and
intercourfe with Leaven which he has alrea-
dy eftablifhed. We then conlidered the
finner, making ufe of him as the only way of
coming to the father ; we are here to confi-
der the believer as improving him for il
the purpofes of the divine life. In this view,
the Apoltle Paul, in his own expenence,
gives us an accouut of the chriftian hife.—
Galo 11, 2o, “ T am crucified with Chnlt;
“ neverthelefs T live 5 yet, not I, but Chrif
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“liveth in me ; and the life, which T now
& live, in the ﬂc{h I live by the faith of the
« Son of God, who loved mc, and gave him-
¢ felf for me.””
The account given us, in fcripture, of Je-
fm Chrift, 1 this re[pcd 1s, that * grace1s
“poured 1into,” his llps,” that he 1s
“anointed with the oil of gladnefs above”
his “fcllows;” that he 1s “full of grace and
“truth ;” that he 1s “ given to be the head
« over all things to the church;’’ that “1t
“ pleafed the Father, that in him fhould all
“ fulneis dwell ;7 that ““in him dwelleth all
“ the fulnefs of the Cod-head bodily ;” and
that Lis ““ riches’ are *“ unfcarchable.”
This fuloefs,whichis in Jefus Chrift,is me-
diatorial ; it is in him for the benefit of his
church and people, and to be communicated
to them as their various exigencies may re-
quire. Accordingly he is reprefented as the
head ; the fource of viwl influences to the
church, which is his body, and to all true
believers who are members of it; and as the
vire which communicates {fap and nounfh-
ment to its branches.  Thus it 1s {faid, Eph.
i. 22, 23, that God “gave him to be the
~ “head over all things to the church, which
“is his body, the fuine(s of him that filleth
“all in all. Abide,” fays he, “inme,and I in
“you. Asthe branch cannot bear fruit of it-
“ felf, except it abide in the vine ; no more
“ canyce,except ye abide in me. Iam thevine,
“* yve are the branches ; he that abideth in
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«“ me, and T in him, the fame briagooy forth
“ much fruit; for without me ve can do
“ nothing.  And of his fuluels;”” faith the
Evangehit ‘]nhn, “ have ail we received; and
“ grace for grace.” The Apoflle Paul, hav.
ting told the Coloffians, that g i him dweils
“ eth all the fulnefs: of the god-head bodily,”
immediately adds, *“ And ye are complete
“in him, which is the head of all principal-
“ity and power.””  This fame Apoltie en-
joins it upoi the Lphclians, * Be ftrong in
“ the Lord, and in the power of his mighe.”
e alio addrcﬂc hifelf, to Timothy th‘.v,
< 'Thou, thercfore, my fon be ﬁronq 1 the
“ orace which 1s in Chrilt Jelus.””  And,
hv Epitle tothe Coloflians, he cautions thcm
thus, * Let no man bcmul(, you of your re-
“ ward, in a \ohmtary humil ty, and wor-
“ {luping of Angels, intruding into thofe
“th‘nwx “hich he hath not {cen, vainly puft
““up by his {lefhly mind ; and not holding
¢ the head, from wlnch all the body, by

“ joints and bonds, having nourifhment mi-
“ niftered, and knit mgcther, increafcth
« with the increafe of God.”” Faith, then,
in this view, may be dcfined to be, the inter-
courfe of the foul with Jefus Chrift.  Con-
[cious of its own weaknefs, it betakes itfelf
to him for ftrength.  Confcious of its igno-
rance, it betakes itfelf to him for wifdom.
In his all-fufhciency, it finds a remedy for
its numcrous and complicated wants.  And
from him, in the cxercifc of this grace, it
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derives every ncceflary fupply.  Aud, by
the way, 1t this Lies a very eflental difference
betweon the old covenant, and the new. In
the one, man had his {tock put into his own
hand, and it depended entirely upon himfclf

what ule to make ot it ; whether, wi{'d) to

Improve i, ar mnhfhly iquand(‘r It avay.
Fut, in the other, it is depofited in a Med’
ator, and s communicated to his peay v
t‘wu necetlines require. And it isa vo oy
important leffon which the chnftian i to
larn, but u: which, alas ! he 1y often a viry
inapt {cholar, that his fufliciency is pwr of
hifelr, that thc grace which he has receiv:d
for vne duty, by no means furmfhies him jor
the next, an <l that he is to eflay every duty
in the all-futicieney, grace, and | hength
which arc in the glorious Mo fiator, to be
communicated o in 1, 1 the excreife of
faith, by the biuences of the Holy Spmt
uim{c office, in the (LCONOInY of man’s rea-
demption, 1 m to take of the things of
(lux(t, and 1o thew them to lw pc«:plc

The clortous realities of the wvifibie
wurlJ are dln) objetts of thos fardb,  In chis
View, as weil as that which we were 1l now
confidering, it is faid, “ the jult {hall Live by
“faith.””  Thus we are faid 1o *walk by
“faith, not by ligint.  While we ook not at
“the th'n“‘s v.m(,h are feen, but at the thinos
““which are not feen, {or tiu. tangs .vnwh
are feen are tewporal; buc the thngs

L»J

-
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“ which ar¢ not {een are cternal.”  Accord-
ingly, faith, in the beginning of the chapter
out of which I have taken my text, 1s defin-
cd to He, “the fubftance of things hoped for,
‘“ the :vidence of things not fecn.”

‘The life of the chriftian is a conftant
conflii betwecen faith and fenfe ; be-
tween the objetts and enjoyments of time,
and the glory and happinefs of eternty.
The things of cternity, 1t is true indecd, are
infinitely more cxcellent in their nature,
as well as infinitely more permancent in their
duration, than the things of time, and were
they ¢ ualh certain, und vifible tn the {oul,
the conte(t ‘would be immediately at an end.
But thefe arc diftant and future. “ Fye hath
“ not feen’” them, “ neither hath cav heard”
of them, nor hath it “entered into the heart
“of man,” in any proper mannet, to con-
ceive of them, llw) are only appu:hcnded
by faith, which s often {o weak as to afford
but a very imperfett difcovery of them,
Whereas the objcélb of time are ever prefent
with us, they arc objells of all our fenfes,
thcy take a powertul hold of us, and become
dangerous rivals of faith.

It is undoubtedly, however, the prevailing
charadter of the chriftian, that Hcuaven is his
defired and mtcndul hume. His trealure
15 there, and !i1s heart 1s there.  Being
““ rifen with Chnft,’” to a fpiritual and di-
vine life, he 1oeks “ thofe things which are
“above, wiiooo Chnitt fitteth on the right
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“ hand of God :** IHc is daily alcending hea-
venward in fpiritual mindednels and holy
converfc with God. When, in the lwcly
exercifc of faith, heis enabled to enter with-
in the vail of cternity, and to take realizing
and appropriating profpe&s of the glory and
bleffednefs of the ccleftial manfions ; when,
leaving dull mortality behind, he foars aloft,
upon thc wings of comemplauon love and
defire, fnatches a profpect of the promiled
land, and has a foretafte of the dilicious fruits
~of the heavenly Canaan ; the things of time
and fenfe are out of Gght and beneath his
notice. But,when thefe viewsare withdrawn,
the things of time and {enfe recur upon Lxm,
aud oftimes [u far prevail as nearly to eiface
from the mind, all thefe xmpxc!hom which
Lum had made upon it.
The promiles of the Gofpel ave allo oh-
Juts of this faith.  Theflc are numerous, ex-
ceeding great, and precicus.  The believer
hath the promife of a competency of the
good things of this world, as wuch of then
as will be moft for the glor) of God, and hix
own good.  Thus far * bread f{hall be given
“him, and his wates fhail be fure.”” Incon-
!d‘ nce oi this, the Plalmift faith : “ Thou
nrcpar' 4 a table before me, in the prefence
“of nine encmies ; thou anointefl my head
“with oil, my cup runneth over. Surel
goodncls and mercy fhall follow me all the
“days of my life’’—-—1{e hath the promifc
of the diviue prefence and conduét ; “ For
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* he hath {faid, I will neverleave thee,nor fora
“fake thee. 1 will inftruct thee, and teach
“ thec in the wav, which thou fhalt go; 1
“ will guide thee with mine cve.  Neverthe-
“lefs, 1 am continually with thee 3 thou baft
« holdcn me by my night band ; thwu thalt
“guide me with thy counfel”’—IT¢e hath the
promife ol grace to furnifh himy, for the dils
(hdr"c ofevery daty.  “Thy s}w o8 thall be
iron and brals ; and 23 iy davs, o {hall
“thy firenzii be 3 my grace is iuh cient for
“thee for my {tru.ng,,x s made porfefl in
“ yeaknels,”—ile hath the promife of being
reftored when he wanaers and of baving
his beck-fhidineshealeds  He veltoretlimy
“Aoul ; ke leadeth me in the patha ol igh-
“teoulnels, for s pamce’s fakes T will heal
* theie back-flidings, 1 willlove them fieely;
“for mine anger is turned avay from him.”
He hath the promiic of the preferce of Gud,
and of the fupports and comforts of his
priace, 1 every alliiction, wrial, and  danger.
“ He fhall dehiver thee 1 ix troubles; yea,
“in feven there fhall o evilitouch thee, in
*“ famine, he thall redeem thee from deaty,
« and in war, from the power of the fword.
“ Thou {hant be hid from the {enurge of die
“ tonguce ; ncither {halt thou be allraid of
“ deftruftion, when it cometh.  Yea, though
“ 1 walk through the valley of the fhadow
* of death, T w:ll fear no evil; for thou art
“with me ! ] thy md and thy ﬂai hcy comfort
“ me—1le hath the promile, that the temp-
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“ tations to which he is expofed, and the tri-
“als, with which he is cxercifed*—fhall be
proportioned to his ftrength, and to the fup-
plies of grace aflorded him. * There hath no
“ teimptation taken you but fuch as 1s com-
“ mon to man ; but God s faithful, who
“ will not {ufter you to be tempted abovd
“ what yc are able, but will, with the temp-
* tation, alfo make away to clcape, that ye
“ may be able to bear1t.””  He hath the pro~
mife of the fanfified ufe of the various dif~
penfations of providence towards him. “And
“ we know that all things work together for
“good to them, that love Geod, te them
“ who are the called according to his pur-
“pole.”  Andhe hath the promife of an
cxceeding ~nd eternal weight of glory, as the
reward of .. adedity, v o~ oad perle-
verance.  * Thou fhalt guide me yith thy
* counfcl, and afterwards receive me to glo-
“ry. Astor me, I will behold thy face in
“righteoufnefs , I fhall be fatisfied, when 1
“ awake, wiih thy likencefs.  Thou wilt fhow
“ me the path of life, in thy prefence, is ful-
“nels of joy;at thy right hand, are pleafures
“forever more.  Yea, the promile hath ref-
*“ pett, not only to himfelf, it extends to his
“ pofterity after him. - For I the Lord thy
“ God, am a jealous God, vifiting the iniqui-
“ty of the fathers upon the children, unto
“the third and fourth gencration, of them
“that hate me ; and fhowing mercy unto
“thoufands, of them that love me, and Lecep
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“my commandments.  For the promife is
“unto you, and to your children. I have
i b cen young, and now am old ; yet have [

“not {een the righteous fnr(akcn nor his
“ feed bm;nmn, hrmd heis ever mucnful and
“lendeth 5 and hus {eed 1s bleffed. Leax
“ thy fatherlefs children, ¥ will preferve them
“alive 5 and let thy widows trait In me.”

In ﬂum there 1s nothing, which concerns
the believer, but what is the fubjeét of a di-
vine promife.  “ Godlinefs is prohtabic un-
“to all things, having promiic of the lifc
* that now 15, and of that which is to come
4 lwr all thmgva are yours ; wheiher Paul, or

«“ Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life,
“ or dcath, or things prefont, or things to
“come, .a!l arc yours, and ye are Chrilt's,
“and Chrilt is C <.)d”~;,,”

On thefe promifes the faith and hope of
ihe people of Codfix, Thelcare thenr comfort
and fupport, until the time of the enjoyment
of the blefings promifed.  So the Apoltie
tells us of the {abts of old, * Thele all
*died in faith, not having received the pro-
“nifes, but having feen thom afar off, and
“were perfuaded of them, and cmbraced
*them, and confefled that they were ltrangecs

“and pll“ﬁlli& on the casth,”

Faith, then, fixes upon thefe promifes
themfelves, or upou the blellings contained
v them. At hxc atlo, u pon the power, and
witddm, and f"a,lt!'.m}rmﬂ ot Gud, as enfur-
Ly the wocomnlidhiment <>i them, {1 Cofie
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wemplates him as the Almighty God, the
King of Kings, and Lord of Lords; whe
ruleth and reigneth ; whofe kingdom is over
all ; who excrcifes an mcontrolabh_ fuperi-
ority ; who docth, in the armics of Heaven
buve and amon;,fl the inhabitaints of this
lower world, according to his eternal pur-
pole and plcafurc It rcalifes him as wife
in heart, and mighty in counfel ; who or-
dereth all things well ; who taketh the wick-
ed in their own craftincfa, and againft whom
no device ever profpered.  And it relies
upon him as unchangeably faithful, and
true ; who, though Heaven and earth fhould
pafs away, wil not {uffer one word, which
he hath Ipoken, to fall to the ground, or
one of his promifes to fail of its full accom-
phifliment,

4. The threatenings of the golpel are alfo
wbjetts of this faith,  Thefe are particularly
o be confidered in two refpetts ; as they re-
fer to the nuferabie end of th()(e, who, hav-
img made a profeflion of religion, apoflatife
from it ; and as they sefer to the fatherly
correciions and chaftifements with which God
caereifes his own people.

It s, indeed, the promile of a faithful
God, and which will undoubtedly be accom-
hifhied with refpeft to cvery true believer,
that thoey fhall bn “ kept, by the vower of
“God, hmu'rh faith, unto falvation;” and,
could the clmi‘ Al alwavs make gnod his
ttle (o the charaller, he needs not fear the
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accomplifhment of the promife.  But this he
is not always ablc to do.  The evidences of
a work of grace in his hecart, arc liable to
be, and often are, obferved bv many caufcs.
He has, then, no farther rcafon to conclude
himf{clf a chriﬁlan, than as he finds, in him-
felf, the marks and characters of onc as laid
down in the word of God. As far as he
finds his heart difpoled to turn afide from
God, and his fect deviating from the right
path of the divine commandments ; {o far
has he reafon to fear, that he has been de-
ceiving himfelf, and that he may turn an
c.poﬁate. This 1s clearly exemplified in the
cale of the Apoftle Paul, “ 1, therefore,
{ays he, * {o run, notas ccrtam'v ; {o fight
“T, not as one that beatcth the air, but I
« l\ccp under my bodyv,and bring it into {ub-

“jection ; left, that, by any means, wnen |
“ have preachcd to otlxcrb 1, my((*lf fhould
“be a calt away.”

So many and{ubtil are thedevices of Satan;
{o great the treachery of our own hearts ;
{o liable are we to be deceived, and o prone
to deceive ourlelves ; and {o many arc the
inftances of perfons; who once feemed to
bid fair for the kingdom of Heaven, and
afterwards denied the Lord that bought
them ; that the exhortation carrics it a
drcadful alarm to all, “ Wherefore, let him,
“ that thinketh he ftandeth, take heced, lefl
“he tall.”” Thefin of fuch, as, having made
a profeflion of religion, again apoflatife from
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it, is moft heinous and zggravated, and
their punithment will be dreadful.  “ No
“man, having put his hand to the piough,

“and looklm‘ back, is fit for the kingdom of
“God. If any man draw back, my foul
“ {hall have no plcaime in him.  For, if we
“ fin wilfullv, after that we have received
“ the knowledge of the truth, there remain-
“ ¢th no more facrifice for fins ; but a cor-
“ tain fearful looking for of judgment, and
“fiery 1ndionation, \muh fhall devour tle
“adverlatios. e that defpifed Mofes’ Taw,
“dicd without mercy, under two or three
“ \.\-nmm . OF how much forer pumitlh-
“ment, feppoie ve, fhall he be thought
“worthy, who hath trodden under !c,ut
“the Son of God, and hath counted tle
“blood of the covenant, wherewith e
“was  fondlifed, an “unhely thing, and
‘“ bath dene defpite unto the {pirit of grace.”
For it 1s napollible, &e. See Heb. vie 4. 5. 6,
Althouuh, then, the true believer s fecured
from cither tc\ 2l or final apoflacy ; yet, not
bei ing able, always, to make zood his d 1
racier, to his own 1dt1~.m<_mm, he is by no
mecans exempted from the fears of 1t Cand
thele fears are deligned and miade {ubicrvi-
ent to his perfeverance and fafety. It is
clear to me, iy brethren, there are few, or
rati:cr none of the people of God, whoie ap-
prehenfions and fears of g3y fmuf do not
occailon many ferious and {ad retlcélions .
and i there are any of you arrived to fuch a

-

-
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degree of fecurity as to judge caution and
cm.umfpc&mn in this cafe unnccefiary, let
me affure fuch, that their very fecurity be-
{peaks their greater danger.  But although
the real chriftian is fecured from either total
cr final apoftacy, yet he is by no means ex-
vy e } {“t’"‘x}:"g} C‘"L(l’ﬁ {a”‘“ 2R rv‘wr**(‘ﬂimw and

jx(li\ rents, ¥ ‘fi'..‘«li ' wr* i Lotithe i
M‘, “a voother foroane D L) Dhoagh tho
“ tool 1. \\.ngcam_. Oi mci~ R AETERE PPN
‘The condi"if«;z of the covvr vt v 0
thi (DH aowe R ety ey 0
T R SRS S R AR
B L1 Y VR VI TR ST SR I
S ; haty **P‘i iﬂ L T :f's"-,’
“ commandments ; thcn wn!l I vifit the
“ tranfureffion with the rod, and their | 1mqux«
“ty with ftripes.””  On this account, 1t is,
that the Pfalmift fays, Plalm cxix. 120. “ My
* feth trembleth for fear of thee, and T am
“ atfraid of thy judgments.”

Fope and fear are two of the mofl power-
ful principles of human attivity ; and, not-
withftanding there is a pxxncn')le of fuperior
energy to either of them in the heart of the
chriftian, yet their influence is by no means
exclude d or rendered unncccﬂar) He
conftrained indeed by the tics orihe grf‘utcit
and molt endearing love ; yet, he is greatly
influeticed by the hope of 4 re ward, and the
fcar of punifhment.  So the Apoftic enjoins
it upon chriftians—* Work out your own

“ falvation with fear and trembling,  Yorut




[ 130 ]

« is God which worketh in you, both to will
“ and to do of his good pleafure. And lct
“ ys not be weary in well-doing ; forin due
“ feafon we fhall reap, if we faint not.” I
cannot ftay here 1o give you an account of
thc various ways in which God correfts his
| ‘ f’f}ple. “ lS fk‘ﬂyﬂ *Ll)t IO w MR Y
“hu‘mm that Thave fhicw

wres cuntained 1n the - o ofv.od oo o
thev haw* refes !l g apoftates, and -
B LA SR Sl of th: “\t"()pl(‘ of God,
thowly e (")}.bh) s of 1l iﬂld and thdl

A may ARSIt ',;_;:7,;;5;;“ food ll‘ﬂucnced

he due any aea faflious exampios pro.

pofed in the word of God, for our imitation,

are al{o to be taken into the account in con-
fidering the objcéts of this faith.  'We are to
be ¢ foilowers of them, who, through faith
“ and patience, inherit the promifes° Where-
“ fore,”” faith the Apoftle, “ I befeech you,
“be ye followers of me. Be ye followers
“of me, cven as I al{fo am of Chrift.  Bre-
“ thren, be followers together of me, and
“mark them which walk fo, as ye have us
“for an enfample.”” The whole of this
chapter,out of which I'have taken my wext, is
a cclebration of the heroic triumyphs of fauh
and bolds forth various illuftricus cxamples
for our umitation.  The Apellic having, in
the clofe of the preceding chapter, told us,
that “ the jult fhall tive by faith 5 in the
beginning of this defines faith, in s ref
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pedd, to be, “ the fubftance of things hopad
“for, the vvld(“nce ot things not hu..” e
then proceeds to give us anaccount of many
of the faints of old, who had been remarka-
ble inftances of the powerful operations and
efteftsof this faith. He particularly mentions,
Abel, Funoch, Noah, Abraham, Sara, 1faac,
Jacob, ]ohpl Mofes, and Rahab and clofes
thc lnﬁ of thofe worthies thus—* .and what
“ el 1 H{ay more P For the time would fail
ac o tell of Gideon, and of Rarak, and
~amfon, and of Jophtha, of David alfo,
*and aamucl, and of the Prophets 5 who,
through faith, fubdued kingdoms, wrought
ngh[eou{nei\ obtained - omile: 5 ﬂoppul
the mouths of Lions, quenched the violence
of fire, efcaped the cdge &t the [word, out
of weaknefs, were made firong, waxed va-
hant in fight, turned to fhght the armes
of the aliens. Women received thaor
“ dead raifed to life again, and others were
“ tortured, not accepting deliverance ; that
they might obtain a better refurrcction.
“ And others had trial of crucl mockings,
“and {courgings, yca, morcover, of bonds
and imprifonments. They were ftoned,
they were fawn afunder ; were tempted

were {lam with the {word th(} wandc rcd
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*“about in {he~ fkins, and goat-ikins, being
“deltitate, red, mrmcntul ol whom
“the worlc a0t wortiy th(» wanderad
“

in delerts, and in mountains, and i dens,

“aud caves of the carth, Aad thele al,
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“ having obtained a good report through
« faith, received not the promifc : God hav-
“ing provided fome better things for us,
“ that they without us fhould not be made
«“ perfett.”

Now, that thefe are propofed as exam-
ples for our imitation, is ecvident, fromwhat
the Apoftle fays in the beginning of the fol-
lowing chapter. “ Wherefore,” fays he,
“ feeing we alfo ar: compafled about with
“ fo great a cloud of witnefles, let us lay
* afide every weight, and the {in which doth
“ {o ralily befet us, and let us run with pa-
“ tience the race that is fct before us.’’—
Example has a powerful influence upon hu-
man naturce. It is much more powerful
than precept. It renders precepts, as it were,
vifible, and has a powerful aflimilating in-
flucnce. Whether then the chriftian be call-
ed upon to do or to fufter, many illultrious
examples prefent themlelves to his view,—
Thefe renowned heroes point out to him
the way to glory, and call upon him to fol-
low them to the enjoyment of it. And
whillt the believer has them full in the view
of faith, they will raife him above himfelf,
and animatc him to the atchievement of glo-
rious cxploits. But, in a particular manner,
1s the chriflian, in the cxercife of faith, to
keep in view the example of the Captain of
his falvation : * Looking unto Jcfus, tl. - au-
“thor and finilher of faith; who, for the

M
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_}oy that was fet before him, endured the

“crofs, delpifing the fhamc and is fet
“ down at the right hand of the throne of
“God. For confider him that endured
“{uch contradittion of finners againft him-
“felf, left ye be wearied and faint in your
“ minds.” ~ All human examples are defec-
tive and imperfeft, and we are to follow the
beft of faints no farther than they are fol-
lowers ot the Lord. But, in the life and
death of Jcfus Chrift, every divire grace
and cvery human virtac thine forth without
a {pot to intercept their luftre. And to the
contemplation and imitation of this exam-
ple are we called by our chriftian profeflion,
until we tranfplant into our hearts and lives
cvery grace and virtue which was confpi-
cuous in him,

We come now, in the fecond place, to
apply thele objcits to the cafe and experience
of the chriftian, by taking a particular view
of fome of the various fituations and circums-
ftances which he may be in, and of the exer-
cifes of faith as correfponding with them.

Is the belicver, then, called forth to the
difcharge of many and arduous dutics, and
1s he utterly infuflicient of himiclf, for any
good word or work ? Iaith apprchends the
fulnefs and all-fufliciency which are v Jefus
Chrift, his glorious head. It confiders this
fulnefs as depofited in him, and poficfied by
him, for the cxpreis purpofc of being com-
municated to his body and members ; and,
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in the exercifes of it, the perfon attually
derives from him thofe fupplies which he
flands in need of. It takes hold on the di~
vine ftrength ; and the {ubjeét of it ftrength-
ens himfelf in the Lord his God. The lan-
guage of it is, “ Not that we are fufficient of
“ourfelves, to think any thing as of our-
“felves, but our fufhiciency i1s of God. I
“ can do ail things through Chrift ftrength-
“ cning me.  Moft gladly, therefore, will I
“ rather glory in my inhrmitics, that the
“ power of Chrift may reft upon me; for
“ wheul am weak, then am I ftrorig.”” Alas!
fays the chriftian, how fhall I perform the
fervices which I'am, or may be calledunto ?
“ Halt thou not known 2 faith faith, “ halt
* thou noe lieard, that the everjalting God,
“the lord, the Creator of the ends of the
“ carth, fainteth nog, neither s weary ? There
“is no {earching ¢f his underftanding.  He
“‘oiveth power to the faint; and ta them
“ that have no might ke increaleth firength.
“ Fven the youth {hall faint and be weary,
“and the young man fhall utterly fall.  But
they that wart upon the I.ord fhall renew
their {trength 5 they fhall mount up with
wings as cagles ; they fhall run and not be
weary ; and they fhall walk and not faint.”
Is the chriftian called to endure many and
levere afflittions and trials ? Faith opens up
to him various fources of fupport and confo-
lation. It fatistics him, that, “ althoughman
““is born unto trouble, as the fparks fly up-
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“ wards, yet, affliflion cometh not forth out
‘“ of the duft, neither doth treuble {pringout
“of the ground ;** but that they are under
the direflion of an infinitely wife and pood
Cod. It thews their neceflity and ule.

“ By this, thercfore, {hall the iniquity of

“ Jacob be purged, and this is all the Fruit to
“ta. : away his fin,”” It difcovers, ever
through the dark cloud of affliflion and ad-
verfe difpenfations, the hand of a merciful
and gracious Father, who doth net afllitt
willingly, nor grieve the children of men ;
who afflifts us for our benefit, and challifes
us for our reformation ; who deals thus widh
us that we may be partakers of his holinefs.
“ For whom the Lord loveth he chaltencth,
“ and fcourgeth every fon whom he receiv-
“eth. Now no chaitening for the prefent
“ feemeth to be joyous, but grievous ; nc-
“ verthelefs, afterward it yieldeth the peace-
“able fruit of righteoufnefs, unto them
“which are exercifed thereby.” It opens
up fources of abundant fupport and confo-
lation under all the afflitions and fullering:
to which he is expofed. * For as the {uf-
* ferings of Chrift abound in us, fo our con-
 folation alfo abcundeth by Chnft.” It
fatisfies him, alfo, of the happy iflue of a
fanttified affli€tion. “ For our light afllittion,
“ which is but for a moment, worketh for
 ys a far more exceeding and cternal vreight
“of glory.” Juftly, then, may the chriftian,
in the lively exercife of faith “ notcnly
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“ rejuice in hope of the glory of God, but,
“giory in tribulations alfo, antwm? that
“ tribulation worketh patience ; and pati-
“ence, experience ; and experience, hope;
*and hope maketh not athamed, becaule the
“love of God is thed abroad in our hearts,
* by the Holy Ghoft, which is given unto
“us.*  Is, the chr ifticn expofed to the blaf-
phemous iuggeﬁxom of Satan ? In the exer-
cife of * the fhield of faith,” he may be
‘“able to quench all the fiery darts of the
“wicked.””  Faith confiders Satan as a van-
quifthed enemy. It contemplates the Captain
of his falvation as, on thie crofs, bruifing the
{crpent’s head ; and, in his 1efurre@ion and
afcenfion, leading captivity captive, and tri-
umphing over all the powers of darknefs.—
And it viewscompletc and everlafting vi€lory
as enfured to all his people through the vic-
tory which he has obtained.

Do the poffeflions and enjoyments of this
world folicit, in an inordinatc degree, the
affe€tions and purfmts of the chriftian 2" 7,
‘“ have,” faith faith, “ no continuing cxty heu,
“but we feek one to come,”” we look “for. a

“ city which hath foundatiors, whofe brilder
' and maker is God; a buildiug of God, an
‘“houfe not made with hands, eternal in the
“heavens. We feek to be partakers of an
‘“ eternal inheritance ; an inheritance incor-
“ ruptable, and undehled, and that fadeth not
“away, referved in heaven for us; an in-
* heritance amongall them which are fan&lifi-
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“ed ; the inheritance of the faints in light.”
We “ look for new heavens and a new earth,
““ wherein  dwelleth  righteoulnefs,” when
“ the carth, and the things whichare therein
“ thall be burnt up. The Lord is my portion,
“ {faith my foul. Whom have I in heaven
“ but thee ? and there is none upon earth
‘“ that I defire befides thee.” Is the chrif-
tian folicited to the gratification of any of
the defires or prepenfities of the fleth ? The
pleafures of {in, faith faith, are unfatisfying ;
they are but for a feafon ; and they leave a
{ting behind them. “W hat fruit had ye then,
““in thofle tkings whereof ye are now afham-
““ed,for the end of thefe things isdeath?”’ for,
“ ifye live after the flefh, ye fhall die ; but
“if ye, through the {pirit, do mortify the deeds
“ of the body, ye thall live. What have I to
““ do any more with idols? How can I do this
“ oreat wickednefs and fin againft God ?** 1s
the chriftian fenfible of many infirmities and
fallmrre ? .Is he confcious, that in many
ﬁ‘gfhe offends, and in all comes fhort of
the glory of God ? Faith dilcovers a glori-
ous advocatce and propitiation ; who, by one
offering,has perfetted forever, them that are
{an&tified ; and, having entered into the holy-
eft of all, by his blood, now appears in the
prefence of God, in our behalf.  Is the
- chriftian in profperous and comfortable cir-
cumfitances with refpett to this world ? Hath
God increafed his greatncfs, and doth he
comfort him on every fide ! Faith confidZrs
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thefe enjoyments as only diftant emanations
from the great and unwalted fource of blefled-
nefs; and it condufts the foul up thofe
ftreams until it finds its reft in God.

Is the chriftian altogetherata lofs to ac-
count for many of the difpenfations of provi-
dence ? Arc his paths in the deep waters, and
his foot-fteps not known ? his judgments un-.
{carchable,and his ways paft finding out ? Al-
though, faith faith, he make “darknels his
“ fecret place,” and “ his pavilion round
 about hun be dark waters, and thick clouds
“ofthe fkies;” yet, “juftice and judgment
“arc the habitation of >’ his “ throne ; mercy
“ znd truth fhall go before’*his “ face. Allthe
‘“ paths of the L.ord are mercy and truth, un-
“to fuch as keep his covenant and his tefti-
*monies.””  Is the chriftian environed, on
all hands, wrth difficulties, enemies, and
dangers, {o that he knows not which way to
turn himfelf ? “ Though,” faith faith, “1I
“walk 1n the midft of trouble, thou wilt re-
“vive me, thou fhalt ftretch forth thine
“ hand againft the wrath of mine encmics,
‘“ and thy right hand fhall fave me.”” View-
ing the profperity of the wicked, the affliéti-
ons of the righteous, and the particular ca-
lamities under which he himf{elf labors ; is
the chnftian ready to be envious at the fool-
1th, and to call in queflion the providence of
God ; his knowledge of the affairs of thc
children of men ; his care of,and kindnefs to
his own pcovle ? Is he ready to fay, * How
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“ doth God know, and is there knowledge
““in the molt high ? Verily,1 have clcanhd
“my heart in vain, and wafhed my hands in
“ innocency ? Vernly ** faith faith, “ there is
“a reward for the righteous ; vcnly there is
“2 God that judgeth in the carth. Though
““band aninin hand, the wicked fhall not be
SRR | '%"xmr prefent fituation 13
T «m soooprerarious and  dangerous,
. iux el ,e ‘eithem in flippery pla-
“ ccs.." And thew o wd will be certain, 1rre-
“ :rievablc, and drcadful ruin ; ¢ Thou
“ caftedft them down into diftruftion. How
“ are they brought into defolation, as in a
“ moment | They are utterly confumed with
-“terrors.  But the feed of (L. .ighteous
“ fhall be dclivered.”

Is the believer Rraitened in bis worldly
circumftances, {o that, by the utmoft dili-
gence he fcarc\"ly obtains a {canty fultenance?
“ 'T'he earth,” faith faith,*1s the Lord’s and
« the fulnefs thereof. No good thing will
“ he with-hold from them that walk upright-
“ly.” Is he tempted to violate the rights ot
confcience for the fake of any worldly ad-
vantage ? ¢ What,” faith faith, “isa man
“ profited, if he fhall gain the whole world,
¢ and loofe Lis own foul ?  Or, what fhall a
‘“ man give in cxchange for his foul ? For
“ the redemption of their foul is precious,
‘“and it ccaleth for ever.””  Doth the chrif-
tian languilh under the hidings of Ged's
face, whillt, at the {umc time, he is prefled
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{fore by many and grievous afflictions ?—-
“ flaoug,lm be flay me,” faith faith, “yetwill
« 1 truft in him.* 1 will “ truft in the
‘“  name of the Lord,and ftay’’ myfelf “ upon

my God.” s the chriftian ftripped of ma-
ny, or of all thc comforts and enjoymcnta
of this life? The Lord,” f{aith faith,
“ save, and the Lord hath taken away, blef-
“ {ed be the name of the Lord.”” Although
“ the fig-tree fhall not bloflom, neither ihall
fruit be in the vines; the labor of the
oiive fhall fail, and the fields fhall yield
no meat; the flock ihall be cut =it from
the fold, and there thall be no herd in the
“flalls ; yet, T will rejoice in the Lord, 1
“will joy in the Ged of my falvation.”—
Doth unbclief fay, “ Where is the promife
“ of his coming ? for fince the fathers fell
“aflcep, all things continue as they were
from the begmnmfr of the crecaticn ? The
“ fLord,” faith faith, “is not {lack concern-
“Ing his promife / (as fome men count flack-
nefs) but is long fuflering to us ward, not
willing that any {hould pcn{h but that
all fhould come to repentance.  One day
is with the Lord, as a thoufand ycars, and
a thu f{and years, as one day. But the
““ day of the Lord will come, as a thief in
“ the night.  Behold the Lord cometh with
“ten thoufands of his faints, to execute
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“judgment upon all, and to convince all

“ that are ungodly, among them, of all their
“ ungodly deeds which they have ungodly
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“committes, and of all their hard fpeeches,
“ which urigodly finners have {poken againft
“lum. Benold, he cometh with clouds; and
“every eye flall fee him, and they alfo
“ which pu,nred him; and all kiadreds of
“ the earth fhall wail becaule of him ; even
“ {o—Amen.”

Is the chriftian opprefled wich griefs and
fears which he cannot account for ? Doth
he fay, with the Plalmft, 1 rememborod
“ Ged, and was troubled—1 complained and
““my fpirnit was overwhelmed: O my God,
“my foul is calt down 1n me; 1 am fo
“troubled that I cannoe fpeas ! Lrowm the
“ end of the caredy,”” faith *{...xtu “will I cry
“unto tl.ce,wh n my he art is everwhelmed
lead me to the reck that s lz her dhan T
Why artthou caft down, O m\ foul ¢ and
why art thou dilguiet 'rl vithnn me ¢ ohapo
thou in God, for I {hall yet praife hin,
who s the l.(:mi‘h of my countenance anJ

1 13
<
114
119
114
¢4

1)

the right hand of the moft high, 1 will re-
mewmber the works of the Lwr(i furely
vill remember thy wonders of old, I wiil

(11

6«

‘“ meditate alfo of all thy werks, aud talk of
“thy doings.” Dot the chnfiian know,

that he is liab}c to death 7 “ We are,”
{aith faith, ““alwayvs confident, knowing timt
“ whilft we are at home in the body, we are
*“abicent troin the Lord (for we walk by

“ faith, not '!IJY ﬁgi‘lt.} ‘,”y’e are couhdenr,

“ I fay, and wiling rather to be oblony from

my God. T will remember the vears of
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the body, and to be prefent wiih the Lard,
Decath 1s fwallowed up in vxttar} O death,

where is thy fting ? O grave where s !hys
vit.ory ¢ The fting of death is fin; and
the: firength of fin is the law. * But thanks.
be to (,od, who glvezh us the vittory,
through our Lord jefus Chrift.””

Thus, my brethren, 1 have fhewn you, in
a great varicty of mﬁanccs how faith, as it
1sa ruling and governing principle in the
chriftian life, will be exercifed with refpett
to its different objetts.
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VI. SER M O N.

I{ I D. xi. 6.

Bur witiocuTrT FAITH 1T 1S IMPOSSIBLE

TG0 PLEASE Hiwm.

IT only remains, now, that we make fome
. general imprevenent of what has been
Idid, and fo conclude the whole

i. Fyom what hath peen {an we infer
the receflity and excullence of faidh. Al-
ihotgls every grace he eflential to La atmn
'*"inwu'w the vartous graces of he h.!)
vl be mfenarable witi refpett (o :?'.ff fib..
"H'H of them 3 and althoueh the prioyp, o fF
overy grace be o the heart of 2l foe Do

hovers, yet, apprehend, the b o weres ule
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ficiently warrant me in faying, that there is
no other grace fo clofely and infeparably
conncted with falvation as that of faith.
Faith unites the foul to Jefus Chrift, and in-
terefts it in all the benchts of his purchafe.
Faith brings the fubjett of it within the bonds
of the new covenant, and gives it an inte-
reft in all the precious bleflings and privi-
leges contained init. We are jufhified by
faith. Faith is the great principle of onr
fanftification. And we become the children
of God by faith. The life of grace i1s begun
in faith, carricd on in the exercifes of it, and
perfetted by it.  IHence the feriptures fo
- frequently and expreflly connect faith with
{alvation, declaring, that he that believeth
fhall be faved ; but that he thatbelieveth not
{hall be damned.  Juftly, then, doth the
Aypoftle Peter term it, * precions faith.”

2. Let us 1mprove what hath been faid
by examining ourlelves, whether or no we
arc the {ubjetls of that faith, without which
it 1s impoffible to pleafe God.

In entering upon this, I would beg leave
to remind you of fome of thofe oblervations
which I made after the gereral divifion of
the fubjelt.  They were thele ; that when I
fpoke of faith in the three refpeéls in which
it was propofed to conlider it, viz. as the
principle, and lying at the foundation of all
religion—as having a Harticular refpett to
the difpenfatisn of the  ‘pel—-and as a rul-
g and governing priv sle i the chuoflan
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life—I by no means meant three different
kinds of faith, but the fame fai:h as it hath
refpe€l to, and is exercifed about its different
objefls —that in each of thefe refpetts it 1s
common to all who arc in a capacity to
pleale God—and that, although, in the or-
der of nature, there be a priority with re-
gard to the objetts of faith in thefe feveral
refpetts ; yet, in the order of time, or in
the foul’s aéting toward them, there is no
fuch precedency always maintaied; but
that it may be firft in exercife, or that the
attings of it may be firlt difcerned, fome-
times in one of thefe refpetts and fometimes
in another.  So that faith, in any of thefe
refpeéts, will evidence it in all the reft, or it
will evidence the principle of faith from
which all its attings proceed.

In this view, then, there is not a branch
of this fubje&t but what would afford us
marks and charaters by which to try our-
felves. Time, however, will not admit that
I fhonld even mention the various things,
whi~h arife from the {ubject, as deleriptive
of the chriftian character. I bope, my
brethren, vou have not been unconcerned,
or merely curicus hearers, whilfl we beve
been cngaged in the particular inveftigation
of this fubjetd, but have been apply.
e the various things which have beer
fugirelted, to ycmz‘i;»lyf;, m judging of your

AV
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ftate and character by them. Ail I can now
propofe to do is, to {cleét a few of the moft
diftinguifhing charaticriftics, of the true be-
liever, and to propofe them 1o your hearis
and confeicnces.

It may be neceffary that I premife one
thing morc here, namcly, that the chnftian
charatter is to be dctcrxmncd by the prevail-
ing difpofition.  The prefent enquiry is not
fo much refpetting the trength and perfetii-
on, as the fincerity and rcalny of your faith.
It is not whether you have any remains of
unbelief, or in what proportion it may be to
your falth but whether faith or unbelicf
hath the afccndcncy. In {hort, whether faith
~hath the afcendency over every oppolite
principle, and hath a praétical influence.

Ha\mf_r premifed thefe things, let us now
proceed to the confideration ¢f fome of the
principal marks and charatlers of the true
belicver which have occurred in the profe-
cution of this fubjedt.

If then, you are the fubjeéls of thet faith,
without which 1t is impoliible to pleafe God,
you have returned to God, choofing him as
your portion, and dclighting yourfelves in
him as an all-{ufiicient good ; being perfuad-
ed, that his favor is hife, that it 1s your glory
to be like him, and (hat your happincis can
be found only in his fervice, and mi the en-
joyment ol him.  And, if you have thus re-

turned 1o God, it hath been in the way of
his own appointment, in the way which in-
tinite wifdom and love have devifed and
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provided.  You have accepted of Jelus
Chrift as he was offered to you in the gofpel,
as a whole Savior, and as afree Savior, to do
all the work, and to have all the praife.
You have confented to, you have approved
of, you have dLQlllL{LLd in, and you have
wmphcd with that device which God hath
made known in the gofpel, of glorifying his
namc i the re kmpuon of aloft world. And
you have betaken vourfelves to this Savior,
and to this method of {alvation through hun,
under a rattonal and clear conviction, and a
fecling fenle of 1t, that vou Lad del tmyccl
)‘xtmrilrl\'c:;, that you were urgodly and with-
out frenatl, and that there was no other
Way i wm bovon cenld pofitbly be faved.
Yoo indeed Celicve, that thereis a God, pol~
fclled of all polisle vericetion; who hath
created, who apholds, 1d mm governs the

wertd and all thin'_;.s it that There s, I
the »u) neture of tungs, an eflonual e

ciioe, butween virtue and viee, fin and holi-
mz!_\, that the one 1s mnmhcail beautiful
and lovely, and the other n*trmhcail v O~
¢ueoand ddm med 5 that your fouls arc ini-

mortal 5 thaet thcw will l):‘ a Lu.: nf ;Un'm

or; “’I)dl and 4utlumt& , \ Ouy ‘ eth athoi -
y o vum heart, 3t hath c*npt.u dyu of il
o deeply humbled vou belore God——T
b pmdu(ul 1 ace of confcicnve, ast -
iu afwecet lc,utm) and compolure threagi

your souls— 4t works by love—it 1s a princi-
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ple of univerfal obedience—it produces god-
ly Jurrow for fin—it overcomes the world—
it preduces {ubmiflion to the will of God,
and refignation to the difpenfations of his
provxdcnce-——~and it renders Jefus Chrift uni-
verfally precious and lovely in your efteem.
You live by the faith of the fon of God—
you live under the habitual prevailing influ-
ence of fpiritual and divine ihings—you are
allured by the promifes, and dcterred by the
threatnings contained in the word of God—
and you are ammated by the many and il-
luftrious examples propofed in 1t for your
unitation,

‘Thefe, my brethren, I an perfuaded, are
fome of the moft di ihnvm{hu ¢ charalteriftics
of the faith of Ged's elcét,

1 hope, then, I truft, that there is a good-
ly number of ;jou, ncw in my hearing, who
umlay a Juft claim to thefe characiers ; who,
after the moft {trict and impartial examina-
tion, cannot but conclude, that {uch is the
difpolition, and that fuch have been the adt-
ings and exercifes of your minds, as we have
now been deferibing.  Juftly may fuch adopt
the language of the Ifaimxf < Blels the
“ Lord, O my foul ; and all that is within
“me, btcﬁs his holy name. Blefs the Lord,
“ O my foul, and forget not all his benefits.”
O what infinite obligations are fuch under to
redeeming mercy and love.

Let me remind you, however, that your
work 1s not yet done. “ Let” mm as well as
“|tence, have its perfect work.”
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You arc to “ add to your faith, virtue j
“and to virtue, knowledge ; and to know-
“ ledge, temperance ; and to temperance,
‘« patiez ce ; and to patience, godlinefs ; and

‘to godlmds brotherly kinduefs ; and to
“ brotherly kindnefs, charity.”  Stul will
there be a neceffity for the excrcife of this
grace, up il grace is made perfect in glory,
and)ou receive * the end of your faith, even

““ the falvation of your fouls.””  And ill will

~you find reafon io adept the prayer of the

‘\pomes “Lord, increafe our faith.” Whilft
faith is in lively exercﬂe, every other grace
will tlourifh and thrive ; but when faith is
wcak, every other grace wili be ina lan-
gmﬂnng condition. Live near to God, and
under a fenfe of his conftant prefence. Live
by the faith of the Son of God. Live under
the habitual influence of fpiritual and divine

~things.  Walk by faith, until it be forever

loft in the fight and enjoyment of God.

Probubly, there are others of you, now in
myv hearing, living in uncertainty whether
vou have cver believed or not. And why,
I pray you, lcave this matter, in doubt for
one moment longer ? Why not, this moment,
it it out ot doubt, for ever hereafter ?
\Vhy not now {ct to your feals, that God is
irue ! The people of God frequently fpend
that ume in quellioning the {fincerity and re-
ality of their faith, which ought to be em-
ploy cd in atual behcvmo‘ T'his 1s the molt
grett and fpeedy method of coming at {atil-
faftion incthis watter.,
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But, my brethiren, are there not fome of
you, now in my Ixearmw who, il you will
deal faithfully and truly with your own fouls,
mu®t conclude, that vou are ftrangers to tha
difpoefition, and thole exercifes which we
have been defcribing, as chara&eriftic of the
truc believer. It 1s with fuch I mean, ut
prefent, principally to deal, by urging upon
you that faith, without which 1t is impoilible
to pleafe God ; particularly, that you believe
in the Lord Jefus Chnit. And may God
cnable me to prefs this matter in a fuitable
manner, and {o concur, by the gracious ope-
rations of his Holy Spirit, as to render what
may be fuid eftettual.

{ fhall not fpend much time, at prefent,
in telling you what it 1s to believe. This |
have alrcadv endeavored to do at confi-
derable length. But let me remind you, that
had I fpent much more utme upon it, and
cxplained 1t to much better purpofe than
I have been able to do, 1t would all have
been infufhicient to have given thofe of you,
who are yct {trangers to 1t, any trae notion
of it.  Faith in Jefus Chrifi, or the exercifes
of the foul 1 believing, 1s one of the things
of the fpirit of God, which the natural man
receiveth not, nerther can he know 1t, be-
canfe 11 {piritually difcerned. Happy they,
who, from their own experience, know what
it is | Happy thev, who, having heard and
learned of the Father, have come (o Jelus
Choaftt Conmit ym.x! clves, T prav you, in
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this cale, to the conducl of the Holy Spirit
of God,whole office itisto " bhing e blind
“ by a way that they know not, mlc ad them
“ in paths that they have not known; to
“ make darknefs light, and crooked things
“ {trait unto them.”

The point which I am now to urge upon
you, is, not to believe that Chnift s yours,
that the promifes of the gofpel are yours, that
pasdon, arace, and falvation are yours. To
oo this, would, with rcfpc& to many
¢fyu, be to believe what 1s not true and
hefore you can, whil{t 1n your preiun fitu-
ation, believe it, you muit velinquifh vour
rcafon, and give yourlelves up to delufion.
But .yhat I am now to urge upon you Is,
to lay hold upon the hopa-: fet before vou
to receive the Lord Jefus Chrift, as y'our Sx‘
vior, and to accept of the falvation purdm-
fed by him, and frecly oftcred to you in the
gofpel. T am to call upon you, for the cheer-
ful confent of your fouls to, thmr full ap-
probation of, and their hearty acqmckeme
in, that way which God hath magle known of
glorxf}mg his name in the redcmption of a
toft world.  When you have been enabled
to do this, then, and not until then, have
vou a rational, and fcriptural foundation to
believe, that Jelus Chiift hath loved vou,
and given himf c]ffm you. Make good thc,
firft oftnci(, ard the other will fullf)w of
courh
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But here a difhculty occurs, which, unldfs
[ am able to remove, may render my cn-
deavors in this cale of none effeét. 1 am
about to urge upon vou the exercife of that
faith without which'it is impoflible to plcafe
God ; particularly that you believe on the
name of Jefus Chrift the Son of God. But,
it may he faid, Is not faith the gift of God?
Mutit it not be given us of God, in the be-
half of Chrift, to believe on him ? True.—
The firft att, and all the {fubfequent exercifes
of faith, are of God. And would to God,
that you were truly fenfible of this. That
faith, which is produced through the opera-
tions of the Holy Spirit of God, is always
preceded by a feeling fenfe, that it is not of
ourfelves to believe. And itis by endea
voring to aét faith that this {enfe of our own
inabilitv to believe 1s obtained. You wiil
nevcr «now your own inability in this cafc,
until you are put to try your fi r«.ngth
Then, inftead of making your inability an
excufe for not doing what you have no
heart to do, your fenfe of it will induce you
to lock to God, and humbly to wait upon
him, for the influences of his {pirit to work
in you the work of faith, and every grace,
with power. So that, although that faith,
through which we are faved, is not of our-
fcives, hut the gift of God ; yet my urging
you te believe, and your attempting to com-
p!y with your duty in this cale, may anfwer
a very valuable purpofc. It may, by the
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blefling of God, be a mean of bringing you
10 hat. fenfe of your inabiiity to believe ;
without which you have no reafon to exPeﬂ
that you will ever have the precious gift of -
faith confcred upon you. There isa pnde.
and {clf-fufliciency natural to the humar
heart, which induces men to wifh to bring a
pricc in their hands, to merit falvation by
their own endeavers, to be in whole, or in
part, their own Saviors; or, at leaﬁ, to
render themfclvvs, in fonie meafure, fit ob-
jcuts of the divine graceé and power ; they

cannot think of being entircly indebted to

rich, free, and fovexcxgn grace.  But, be-
lieve me, if ever you come to Jefus Chnft
for {alvation, accordiag to the tenms of the
gofpel, you will come to him juft as you are.
You cannot better yourfclvu. Ana vou
will come to him for thofe very things which
you are now looking for in yousd L}»es as
rccom:nendations to him. You will caft
vourfelves at  the foot-ftool of fovereign
grace, crying, “ God be merciful to me, a
“fnner. Help, Lord, or I perifh.”

jut your attempts may, 1n this cale, ferve
notner very valuable purpofe.  God deal:
with us as rational creatures.  All his op:-
rations upon us arc perfe€tly confiftent with
that naturc which he hath given us, and
thofe faculies with which we are en-
dowed. Wlhat ne doth for us, in bring-
ing us to a participation of the bleflings
of grace and falvation, he doth by ys. He




[ 154 ]

confcrs the power, and calls upon us to exert
it. He implants the principle, and cails
upon us for the allings of it.  He commu-
nicates grace, and calls upon us for the ex-
ercifc and improvement of it.  He deals, in
fhort, with us, as our Lord did with the man
who had his hand withered. e faid unto
him, “ Stretch forth thine hand ; and he
v ﬁretchcd it forth ; and 1t was rellored
“ whole like as the other.”  Let it be vour
importunate prayer, then, Give, Lord, what
thou recaireft ; and then require what thou
wilt,  Atteinpt to put forth the attings of
faith, and God may, at that inftant, convey
to vour fouls the power to believe.

It the indi"pcn‘ Lle duty of cvery one,
who licars the golp |, witandy, to comply
wih the commandiient of (;od, in it by bee
Levine on dhe tome of his Son Jefus Chrut
Vot \ou wiil do, 1o thas cafe, and what )"(JU
Gt to du, may b(‘ citirely diﬂlu:n‘( thiigs.

Weie ‘uch of YO, @ die yet b )!)m 1l -
L mf [Late, 1n any proper me alire (enfible of
t“'* lepiorable fituation in whicli you are,

, pevluafion and litreaty, in ey upon
',w a faith i Jefus Chrilt, might be neccllary.
X OUr Hnportunate cry would then be, “What

‘“muit Ido to be faved ? O fur a e flon-

‘ger, an interpreter, one amony a thous
“ {and, to thew unto me my upnwlumﬁ "
Letine befeeeh and intreat all fuch, now in
niy hearing, to Jay this matter fevioufly and
thoioughly to hearte Open your cyes, and
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behold your milery and danger, before it
be forever too late.  Open your eyes, and
bchold the remedy before it be forever out
of your rcach. You are the degencrate off-

fpring of an apoftate Adam. You have tranf-

grefled the divine law, and are under its
curfe.  You have broken covenant with
God, and arc liable to the penalty. You are
by nature the children of wrath ; and to your
original guilt, whichwas fufhcient, of itfclf,to
have made vou miferable to all eternity, you
havc added innumerable atual tranfgreflions,
many of them, exccedingly heinous in their
nature, and highly agaravated in their cir-
cumitances.  Your iniquities are more than
the hairs of your heud. They are as the
fand upon the {ea fhore, which cannot be
numbered. They are gone over your heads
as a thick cloud, they are grown up even to
the heavens, and they call loudiy for judg-
ment to be exccuted upon you. And if there
are any of you who do not know this to be
the cale, it is becaufe you are afleep in fecu-
rity, and dcad in trefpafles and in fins. Itis
becaufe the God of this world hath bli. ded
your minds, left the light of the glorious gof-
pel of Chrift, who is the image of God,
thould fhine into them. The favor Ged is
life, and his loving kindnefs is better than
life ; thefe you have forfeited and loft. 1His
frowns and difpleature, his wrath and curfe,
are worfe than death; and to thefe are you
become Liable, “ For our God is a conlum-
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““ing fire.” And he “will,by no means, clear
“ the guilty.”

Bad as your fituation, in this refpc@, is, it
1s not all.  You have not only forfeited the
favor of God, which is your life ; you have
loft his image alfo, which s your greateft
glory.  Si. hath defpiled vou of your excel-
letcy, and robbed you of your happinefs.
You arc alienated from God and from a life
of godlincfs, and in thefe confift the very
wretchednefs of mifery. Enjoy God in thefe
circumftances you cannot, and without the
enjoyment of him, you cannot be happy.
You can find no pleafure in the worfhip and
fervice of God here. To thefe you have
an utter averfion—'* Becaufc the carnal
““mind i1s enmity againft God; for it is not
‘“fubjett to the law of God, neither indced
canbe.”” And, I am perfuaded, that, ra-
ther than dwell in Heaven, you would
choofe your refidence in the fire and brim-
{tone, the blacknefs and darkncfs, the weep-
ings and wailings of hell.  Thefe would be
lefs intolerable and diltrefling to you, than
the glory and joys of Hecaven. Sooncr
‘hall light and darknefs bccome one, firc and
water be blended together, and the moft op-
pofite and jarring things in naturc be {wcet-
ly united, and hold focial intercourfe, than
an impure and unholy foul can have nter-
courfe with an holy God, or be happy i ‘lm
fervice or the enjoyment of him. ¢« Can
“two walk together, except they be agreed !
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“ for what {eilowhip hath rightecufnefs with |
“unrigaieoafnels 7 And what communion
“lath hght with davinefs 7 And what con-
“ cord nain Chrilt with Belial ?

Is not, then, the Lituaiion which you are
i, a deplorable one ? And doth not this
contai argument cnough to perfuade you 1o

clicve o Jelus Chrill 2 In vain will you
took for reliet from any other quarter. You
are, 10 youriclves, not oaly ungodly, bat alfo
without ftrengdh, You “are all as an unclean
“thins,and all” your “rnighteoufnelles are as
“ Ll regss” IF God fhould enterinto judg-
ment Wi you, you could not ftand before
bim, o aviwer hiea for one of the thouwlands
of vour fins. Il'hefhould plead a confrover-
ly with vour fouls, the fpirits which he hath
made wouald fail before him. Should you
alk for =ip from the creatures, they would
ail repiy—It is not zae. Neither Angels in
Heaven, men on eardh, nor Devils in Hell ;
nothing,. wacther animat:, or Inanimate,
throughout the whol: creation of God, could
atford 1t unto you.  God’s own rigut hand
mult work out youar deliverance. Jelus
Curilt 1s that horn of falvation which God
hath raifed up for you.  Look to him, then,
and beye faved. “Behold the lamb of God,
“wiiici laheth away the fin of thie world.” [{e
s tae way, the teuth, and the 1l s NO man
“comarh to thefatlier butbyLim.“Ncitheris
“here fatvadonin any other;toriiere Gnone

O
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« other name under Heaven given among
‘men whereby we mult be {aved.”

Are there any of you ready, under a fenfe
of your m:fcry and danger, to exclaim and
fay, Alas! 1s there any hopc‘ for one in {o
deplorable a fituation ? Is there any ground
for one, {o guilty, to expeét pardon ? May
one, f() polluted and depraved, entertain the
profpc{l that he may be regenerated and
fantlited ? Is there any realon to cxpett,
that one, who hath {o long abufed the pa-
tience and long-fuftering of God, may yct
find mercy » Yes. Turn your attention 1o
that rich and ample provifion made for v ou
in the gofpel. Thereis a remedy i all rel:
pefts adequate to your difeafe. There s no
cafe fhall reproach the fhill of the glorious
Phyfician of fouls.  ‘There is no difeafe can
furpafs the fovereign efficacy of the balm of
his mofl precious blood. Tnfinite wifdom
hath devifed a way in which God can be
~glortficd in your (alvation ; a way in which
he can magnify the riches of his grace, and
make an illuftrious difplay ofhis divine per-
fcétionsand glory,by raifing you from the
depths of mifery and diftrels, and d«l".mcm;:
vou to the nrcatcft plory and haprpinefs oi
which your n-ure is capable ; gl(,r) and hap-
pinefs,greater and more pcrmancntthan thole
from which you Lave fallen.  Sovereign end
diftinguithing love hath provided a ranfom for
you. God can now be juft, and the ]ulhhe v of
m that believeth, He, o vhom Lelp s
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laid for you,is “ mighty to favc; able to fave

T

“them to the uttermoit that come unto God |

““ by him,fceing he ever liveth to make inter-

“ ceflion for them.” Dare no more, then, to
murmur at, or arrogantly to arraign the dif-
penfation of an holy, wile, juft, and fove-
reign God, in conftituting Adam the head
of the human race. No more, in f{ullen
difcontent, repine at the providence of God,

in permitdng him to fall.  But be perfuaded

to except of the rightcoulnefs and falvation
which are brought nigh unto you ; and to
admire and adore the wifdom and love, the
mercy and graceof God,whichhavetaken oc-
cafion from our bafe and groundlefs apoftac:,
to make a dilplay of his perfettions and glo
ry to the admiration of everv intellige .
creature, and made provifion not only fc.
our recovery, but alfo for our promotic -
“O the depth of the riches, both of the w1
“domn and knowledge of God'How unfearch-
“ablc are his judgments, and his ways pait
“f{inding out.”

Do you afk, upon what terms are thefe
invaluabie bleflings obtained ? Ianfwer, the
terms are moflt gracious and cafy. Water,
wine,milk and bread,are propofed in the gof-
pel market, vithout money,and without price,
Whofoever will may come, and take them
frecly.  Nay, God condefcends to expoftu-
jatc the cale with you, and kindly invites
vou to come and accept of them. “ Ho,eve-
“ 1y onethat tlurfteth, come ye to the waters,

L e e - o e
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“and he that hath no money ; come yc buy
¢ and eat; ica, core, luy wine and mi itk

“ without m onew and mthmf prics, Where-
“« fore do ye fpan moncy fm tirat whoch is

‘ not bread ! and vour labor for m"f:f w;\m_h
“ lamheth not ?  learken d(“s”k ntiy unto
““me, and cat ye that which 1s f?(%m} | nmi
“ kt vour {oul dclmht el in famefs,  Ina

“ cline your ear, and come unto me: hear,
“and yeur four! il bve and T will make

¢ an everlaﬂiz; AL }'Olh oeven
“the fure mere: s o ) - it any rr" i
“thirft, lethi- - . L lrinkl The
“Apirit anr 0 S Arm let
“ lnm theobewo D0 0 vad Jet bim
“that L a 1} ST NN SURRI S FPTSReE

“ e hi ‘m!«;@f S S L N S

1\ PGERTAR AR t e ei“:"" ‘-r«f:
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fus C hmt ? I.L{ me, uf!\ \w;«-—J rd he not,
from etermty, rejoice in ke habitable parts

of the carth, and were not Ins delights) even
then, with the fons of men ! I)nd l':a, not,
i’un.l tirat carly period, enzage to be ihe Sa-
vienr of {inners of our roce ? Did he not do
this wiie: the v ~% chearfulnefs and readi-
nefs ? 11 I U sl that fmners miphit
live ; ws fhed his precious blood, that, by
it, he micht walh them frops dheir fins Y
Doth he not invite ail, ivdifernnimately, to
come to him 2 Haih he not {ag, ¢ iom
“that cometh tome, T will in no e call
“out " crerrejeeled one fordthat
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come to him, according to his invitations ?
Is he not gr tC\'Ld for the harduels of finners
hecarts ? Will ke not rejoice and be fatisfi-
ed in feeing of the travail of his foul ? And
yet, doft thou quefltion his willingnefs to re-

ceive thee ! What unworthy apprehenfions

arc thefe of the divinely compalfionate Re-
deemer ? How enfnaring are the devices of
Satan ? How deceit ful above all things,
and defperately wicked, 1s the human heart ?
Behold, O finner, the arms and the heart of

the Savior, both open to receive thee ! He

will fooner deny himfelf than {purn from
his prefence one foul that cometh to him 1n
the way ol ins own appointment.

Nay, you are not only permitted, and in~

vited to rome 1y T T 0 GO hath
mterpoiob 0 o oty i aniscafle.
e hat oo worcmdiipenfible duty, by
an ablotute and pohmc command which
you dilobey at vour utmolt peril. « T his,””
faith the Apoftle Jobn,“is his commandment,
“ that we thould belicve on the name of his
“ Son Jefus Chrift.””  God hath given many
commandimenis to mankind, bat his glory,
and the hinvers own hoppine(s,are moft clofe-
v connceiea with this one than all the reft.
(,onh\m, then, O finner, how great the
ol which you will contiagt, and how cer-
.ul‘z and dreadful the punithment which you
will ienr, muit . 2, 18 youreject the courndel
! m,(l, az»d live 1y diiobedicence to this, his
comoe.andizent,  Although you may have

T e R N S P .
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*broken all the . ymmandmicnts of Cod, yet

the guilt of them fhali not be laid to your

~ charge, if you will but now accepr of the of-

A e ——— —

fered mercy. Were your fins ten thoufand
times as numerous as they are, they fhall not

~debar you from mercy, if you do not crown

them all by your impenitence and unbelick.
But if you refule him that fpeaketh, it you
Ml perfilt in rejecting the Saviour, and in
peuring contempt upon all the _race and

tuercy of the gofpz!, befides remaining un~

der tiue condemnation and wrath of your na-
tural flate, and anfwerable for all theo aétual
tranfgreflions which you have committed,
your guilt will hereby be increaled above
meafure, and your plagues will be terrible.
“I1f faith tbe Savi. . ' ye believe not

“that I am he, ye fhall die in your fins.

¥ He that believeth on uim 1s not condemn-
“ed ; but he that believeth not is condemn-

“-ed alrcady ; becaule he hath not believed

“ on the name of the only begoties Son of

“God. And this is the condemnation,”

the great, the aggravated, the drcadful con-
demnation, “that light is come into the world,

““and men loved darknefs rather than light,

“ becaufe their decds were evil.”

I have urged you to that faith, without
which it is impofhble to pleafe God, particu-
larly, to believe in the Lord Jefus Chrilt,
from a conlideration of the wretchednefs and

~mifery of your natural ftatc—the abfolutc
simpoflibility of being faved in any othcr way
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~~the rich 2nd ample provifion made for:
vou n ke golps the gracious and ealy
terms wpon which grace unj jalvation are
propfed unto you—-the wender z.c'mpaﬂz(ms
of the Savior, whofe arms and heart are.
aiways upen to receive the repenting, return- |
*m, Gener—the authoty and wmmdn'lment }
of Cod-—and the dread{n! 1fue of unbelicf. .|
Let, b beleech you, thele arguments ha%g
their due weight and cﬁ‘cacy Upon you,-
“ Lift up your The ads, O ye gates, and be ye |
*“Nifted up, ye cvmla&ing doors, and the King :
“of ulmv ihaH come 1. Whoisthis King |
of giory ? the Lerd, flvong and mighty, the
“ Lord, mighty in battle.. Lift up your
‘ hcads‘ () ye g_;att 5, even lift them up, yaﬂ
\"‘r!..sﬁmc; doors, and the King of glory-
“ {halj come n. \s ho is this Kiv 5 of glo- !
“ry ? The L ow of hoits, he 1s the King <)f
“ olory, Scizh.’ ‘
.{hllo, my brethren, T have, according t¢ !
the meafure of prace and fpiritual undera
flanding, given to me, fiewn what that faith/
is, without which it is impodible to pleafe’
Jod. T have now only to acknowledge the
pamnt attention which you have given me.
in the profecution of tis fubjeét, which hath
cmployed fo great a portion of time; and to
add my moft fincere and tervent prayers to
Almwhty God, that he would blcfs whag
hath been faid to your fpiritual in iruft:g{
and to the falvation of your precious apgh
immortal fouls,. Amen. &
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