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INTRODUCTION. 

RELIGION tonfifiing in the knowledge and 
wor/hip of God, is the diflinguijhing char abltriflic of 
man, from the other inhabitants of the earth. *1 he bru¬ 
tal creation bear a rejemblance to him in a fpecies of re a- 
Jon, adapted to their condition. But no traces of reli¬ 
gion are to be found among thm. They neither know 
God, or worjhip him. . In this fpecific difference of ca¬ 
pacity ; man is dignified, and ratfed above the beafis that 
perifo, and ajfimulated to the angels of heaven, and was 
made originally but little lower than they. And with 
them, it is thepurpofe of the divine goodnefs, he Jhall 

finally and forever ajjuciate in the fublimer knowledge and 
fervices of the celeftial world\ 

BT the fatal apofiacy, the glorious crown of righted 
cufnefs fell from cur head; a>rd man naturally likes not 
to retain God in his knowledge. In conference of the 
merciful purpofe of God in our redemption, the rich and 
various means, which the wifdom and goodnefs of God 
hath appointed for our refloration to duty and happinefs, 
excite the devout ef admiration, gratitude and obedience 
of every ferious mind. Among thefe may be reckoned as 
none of the leaf, that natural fenfe of right and wrongs 
of good and evil in conduct, in many branches of duly, 
which the mind infant aneoufy perceives, and alfo that. 

aP 



« 
IV 

effeniial' and immutable difference between them, which 

we arrive at the more perfect knowledge of by the exer- 
cife of the rationalfaculties. 

BUT an authority fuperior to our infAnctive percepti¬ 
on, or rational invefigation, is neceffary to command ef¬ 
fectually, cur obedience. This fuperior authority is m 
other than the Will of God. This is the alone per¬ 
fect and fuffeient foundation of all moral obligation, duty 
end obedience. 

s OUR moral fenfe or natural conference, and reafon- 
higs on the nature of duty, of right and wrong, and of 

virtue and vice, are liable to be perverted by various 
prejudices, paffions and appetites. And this hath ever 
been the cafe, where the divine will has not been expreff- 
ly revealed. 

TVITH faculties unhappily controled by a depraved 
r.ature, the wifefl men of pagan antiquity, greatly erred 
tn their fyferns of ethics. While they profeffedly fought /<* 
know God and duty, they wanderedfurther from him. 

THEIR, precepts and example gave currency to many 
vices, which they falfely named virtues; and many of 
the virtues of the unadulterated religion of nature, and, 
cf the evangelic fyfiem, they proudly rejected. Ambition 
and revenge, were accounted commendable virtues. T9 
the divine virtues of forgivenefs of injuries, mecknejs, 
end humility, they were ft rangers. T rated and dijhon- 
ejiy were held in repute among the Spartans and Egyp¬ 

tians, and robbery among the Arabians. The enlight¬ 
ened Romans and Grecians practifed obfeene and cruel 
rites, in honor of their Gods. Their chcicefl amufements 
were the favage fpectacle cf men combating with wild 

K leefs, and devoured by them ; and gladiators falling ly 

mutual faugh ter, in their theatres. Nat ions exacted 
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i heir aged and hdplefs, and their deformed infants, to be 

devoured by beajis of pre - V 
V' 

THEIR ideas of the acceptable worfhip of God, were 
&s abfurd and impure, as their morality was defective 
and. pernicious. If we look buck to the manners cj the 
age in which the moral law was revealed, we fhculjee the 
nations, lying in full more deplorable darhiefs and vice. 

SUCH being the melancholy condition of human na¬ 
ture, the wifdom and goodnefs of the Deity was jecn in 
the republication of the great fyfiem of natural religiont 

for the infer action of all generations. 

THE following difeourfes were delivered, in the courfe 
cf feveral months, to the beloved people of the author’s 
paftoral charge. In their publication, be trujls, that he is 
"not prompted by the vain opinion of merit in the execution 
cf them, but by a fine ere defire, that they may afford fpir- 

itual edification to feme of his fellow chriftians, and in¬ 
quirers after truth and falvation, benefit the rifing gene¬ 
ration, dndferve the common caufe of virtue and religion. 
Let us love God's law and keep it, for blejfed erne all they 
who do his commandments. 

Eajl-Windfor, Connecticut, 
December> * 794. 
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SERMON !; 

GOD the fupreme Lawgiver of the Univcrfe, and 

his covenant relation to his Church, 

Exodus xx, i and 2. 

And God fpake all thefe zvords faying-, 1 am the Lord 
thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of 
Egypt, out of the houfe of bondage. 

A SOLEMNITY, expreffive of the authority 
and condefcenfion of the fupreme Lawgiver, 

introduces the weighty precepts of his holy law. A 
law of univerfk! and perpetual obligation, and re¬ 
vealed for the benefit and praftice of all nations and 
generations. 

While our thoughts are invited to this divine 
fyllem of duty, let our devouteft meditations hum¬ 
bly invoke the father of lights, in the language of 
the pious prophet of former ages, “ O Lord, open 
thou our eyes, that we may behold wonderous 
things out of thy Law.** 

The words of the text have an immediate refer¬ 
ence to the fpecial providence of God, difplayed iis 
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the miraculous redemption of the people of Ifrae!, 
from their bondage in Egypt. This was figurative 
of our redemption by jei'us Chrift, from the more 
dreadful bondage of fin, and all our fpiritual foes, 
and admittance to the promifed, purchafed inheri¬ 
tance, in the heavenly world. 

• 

Frobi the death of Jofeph, to the delivery of the 
Ljw at Sinai, was about one hundred and fixty yeas. 
In which, fpace of time, the defcendents cf Jacob 
had marvelloufly increafed. They had long endu¬ 
red the moil grievous oppreffions from the Egyp* 
tians; but God was mindful of his covenant with 
their pious anceftor Abraham, and raifed up, from 
the mid ft cf them, a deliverer. Within a few weeks 

fter their pa'flage thro’ the Red Sea, they arrived 
t Mount Sinai, called aSfo Horeb, where God pro¬ 

claimed with awful foieir.n majefty, the moral law, 
W / 

The knowledge of the one true God, and of the 
moral law given to man at his creation, by the cor¬ 
rupt paffions and vices of men, were greatly obtai¬ 
ned, and in danger of being nearly extinguished. 
They had in all parts ot the earth, greatly corrup¬ 
ted their ways, and perverted original revelations 
to the Patriarchs, handed down by oral tradition. 
It was neceiiary that the knowledge of the true God 
and his laws, fhould be again revived. And God 
chofe the nation of Ifrael as the repofitory of that 
knowledge, becaufe from them was to arife, the 
protruded Saviour, who was to enlighten jews and 
Gentiles, and m whom all nations fhould be bkf- 
fed. • . . 

A system of ecelefiafdc and civil laws were given, 
at the fame time. 1 hey were wife y calculated to 
preferve the Hebrews from the idolatrous practices, 
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and the licentious manners, of other nations,-^to 
keep alive the hope and expedation of the promifed 
Saviour, and to preferve their national church and 
commonwealth, until that important period. 

The moral law, becaufe of its fuperlor excel¬ 
lence and univerfal obligation, was firit revealed, 
and ufhered in with a folemnity and grandeur, ex¬ 
ceeding any thing which the world had ever be¬ 
held. 

God called Mofes up into the mount and direct¬ 
ed hint to prepare the people for the awful folem¬ 
nity. “ And on the third day, in the morning, there 
were thunders and lightnings and a thick cloud up¬ 
on the mount, and the voice of the trumpet exceed¬ 
ing loud ; fo that all the people in the camp, trem¬ 
bled. And Mount Sinai was altogether in a 
fmoke, becaufe the Lord defeended up on it in a 
fire, and the fmoke afeended as the fmokc of a fur¬ 
nace, and the whole mount quaked greatly.9* 

Struck with the profoundeft awe, at the amaz¬ 
ing glory which attended a defending God, the 
people retired from the foot of the mount; and ho¬ 
ly Mofes who had often familiarly converfed with 
God, could fcarce fuftain the fight. 

Thus God prepared the minds of men to receive 
h!s holy laws. 

The folemn declaration of Jehovah, which in* 
troduces the precepts of the moral law, contains 
feveral moil important truths, to fome of which, 
with humble dependence on the divine affiftance, we 
will now attend. As, 

B 
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to 

1. God is the fupreme Legillator of the Univerfe. 

2. That his church, or profefling worfhippers are 
introduced into a fpecial covenant relation to God, 
and laid under inviolable obligations of obedience, 
to his whole revealed will. 

3. That he is the almighty and merciful Redeem¬ 
er of men. 

Thro* thefe divifions of this fubjedl, I fhail oc- 
cafionally, illuftrate the nature and obligations of 
the moral law in general, as comprifed in the ten 
commandments. 

* * ’ i . 4 f K. 1 » $ 

When God proclaims himfelf, u I am the 
Lord,55 he exprefles his abfolute and fupreme au¬ 
thority and right to command the obedience of his 
rational creatures, to his revealed will. He is the 
Jehovah, the 1 am, who is from ail everlafting, 
without beginning or ending, inhabiting eternity. 
From whom all creatures and things have derived 
their exiftance. He who made all things is alone 
equal to the great work of univerfal government. 
As his knowledge is infinite he is perfectly acquaint¬ 
ed with the capacities and wants of his creatures, 
and can prefcribe to them rules and laws exactly 
fuited to their powers, capacities and condition. 
And his infinite goodnefs will forever incline'him to 
do according to this didate of his wifdom. Shall 
not the judge of all the earth do right ? 

All creatures depend on God for their continu¬ 
ance, and for all thofe favorable circumftances, which 
make cxiftence deferable. And in his wifdom and 
goodnefs alone mull we confide for all the good 
things which ws hope for in future life, and through- 
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out the endlefs periods of our immortal exigence. 
Since then we are thus dependent on God, his right 
to us, and to our perpetual love, gratitude and obe¬ 
dience is moll abfolute. In God we live and move 
and have our being. 

Since the unhappy apeftacy mankind are difin- 
chned to keep the holy laws of God. By nature and 
practice we are alas, the fervants of fin. Our guilt 
and mifery arifes from our co-operation with evil 
fpints in the caufe of an unnatural rebellion againll 
the pure jaws of our creator. We like not to re¬ 
tain God in our knowledge. To bring us back to 
our loyalty and love, God has been pleafed to de¬ 
nounce dreadful punifhments on the breakers of his 
law, and glorious rewards to the obedient. His Jaws 
operate on our hopes and fears, to deter us from fin 
as the greateft mifery, and to perfuade us to obedi¬ 
ence, as our chief happinefs. 

Awful fanflions, the terrors of juftice, furround 
the holy laws delivered at Sinai. We fee the face of 
an angry God, and feel ourfelves guilty and con¬ 
demned, but at the fame time we difcover the di¬ 
vine mercy amidft all the terror, filming with com¬ 
fort on all the penitent and obedient. 

Moses, juft before his death, reminds the people 
ot that awful majefty, which had been difplayed at 
the revelation of the law, which had made fo deep 
an rmpreffion on his mind, as time could not efface. 

The Lord came from Sinai, and rofe up from 
ueir. He finned forth from mount Paran, and he 
came with ten thoufands of faints ; from his right 
hand went a fiery law.” To this fame event alfo the 
pfaimiftfeems to refer Pfalm 18 th. “ The earth fhoofc 
and trembled, the foundations pf the hills moved. 

in 
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He bowed the heavens alto and came down, and 
darknefs was under his feet. He rede upon a Che¬ 
rub, yea, he did fly upon the wings of the wind. 
His pavilion round about him, were dark waters, 
and thick clouds of the fky. The Lord alfo thun¬ 
dered in the heavens, and the higheft gave his voice^ 
haibftones and coals of fire.” 

1 ■ * , 

“ The deep mouth’d thunder rends the vaulted fey \ 

All nature trembles. 
Deep groans the earth, her utmoft regions groan# 

*( And lo ! on Sinai’s top defeends the God, 
•f That wrapt in temped:, trembled as he trod. 
4< Flame, fmoke and whirlwind clothe its awful brow, 
“ While earthquake heaves the groaning bafe below.”f 

Thus folemn and awful were the difplays of the 
greatnefs and juftice of Jehovah, at the publication 
of the Law-, but more folemn and awful, ftill will 
be the feene when at the laft great day, the Law 
fhali be executed on thofe who have not kept it, 
nar fled for refuge to the righteoufnefs revealed by 
the gofpel. ’ 

Before the law, the will of God had been re¬ 
vealed from time to time, ufually by the immigra¬ 
tion of Angels. But at Mount Sinai, the Deity 
^imfelf appeared in a vifible glory. When the eter¬ 
nal law of piety and righteoufnefs,-—a layv eftablifhed 

on immutable principles, the moral law, which St, 
Paul defines, holy, juft and good, was to be re¬ 
vealed to a whole nation, and by them tranfmitted to 
all generations of men; the Deity did not commit 
this bufinefs to the agency of the greateft angel in 
heaven, but himfelf fpeaks and writes the command¬ 
ments of the law on two plates .of ftone. Significant 
e mblem of the heart hardned by fin; and of the 
neceflity of heavenly grace, to inferibe Gp4’s law 

* The Law given 4t Sinai. An American Poem, 
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«pqn our minds in fuch living imprefiions, that we 
/hall love and keep it. 46 Take from us, O Lord, 
«c the heart of ftone, and give us an heart of flefli, 
•4 and imprefe in lively charadters^ thy pure laws 

there l” 

The laws were depofited in the Ark, which was 
divinely appointed to be a type of Chrift; and this 
fignified, that he only could perfectly keep the law; 
who faid, 441 delight to do thy will, O God? yea 
thy law is within my heart*” They were wrote on 
ftone to teach us their perpetual obligation. They 
were divided into two tables. The firft refpedts the 
duties which we owe to God, and contains four 
precepts. The other table contains fix, and they 
relate to the duties which we owe to our fellow men, 
and the government and regulation of out thoughts, 
appetites and pafiions. 

% * 

We have no account of any written law until the 
time of Mofes. The firft laws of God to man, 
committed to writing was the moral law, and wrote 
by God himfeif. They were preferved thro’ many 
generations, in the facred Ark* 

% r * •«. J p 

That it was God, and not an Angel, who deli¬ 
vered the moral law, appears fronv his claiming 
thofe attributes which belong to God only. 46 The 
Lord, the Lord God, merciful apd gracious, long- 
fuffering and abundant in goodnefs and truth, keep¬ 
ing mercy for thoufands, forgiving iniquity and fin ; 
and who will by no means clear the guilty.” It is 
probable it was God the fon, even he by whom all 
things were made, both in heaven and on earth, 
whether vifible or invifible 5 and to whom, the fcrip- 
tures afTure us, all government and judgment are 
committed* 
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The apoftle fays the law was receivedby the dif- 
pofition of angels. By which, is to be underftood, 
that a-hoft-of angels, the celeftial retinue of God, 
attended him at the delivery of the law. And pro¬ 
bably by their agency, the mountain was. covered 
with awful thunders and lightnings; and the fame 
glorious hofts will attend Chrift to judgment,, and 
be the executors of the fentenc.es, which will be 
pafled upon men and angels. 

God is the fountain of juftice and rightepufnefs 
and every perfection. The moral law is a tranf- 
cript of thcfe, and demands of us, an imitation of 
the moral perfections of God •, that we fhould be 
holy, and juft and good, becaufe God is. For with¬ 
out a conformity to him, we are unqualified for com¬ 
munion with him or the enjoyment of his fpecial 
favor. The tenor of this law is, “ He who continu- 
etb in all things written therein, Jhall live” He fhall 
enjoy the love and friendfiiip of God, and poflefs an 
immortal life. And the penalty annexed to difobe- 
dience is, “ The foul that JinnethJloall die \ For cur fed 
is every one who continueth not in all things written in 
this law to do them” He fhall fall under the dif- 
pleafure of God, and fuffer the execution of tempo¬ 
ral and eternal death. For a fingle wilful tranfgreffi- 
on is an offence againft the whole law, and the fu- 
preme lawgiver, and contains the principle of difo- 
bedience to every particular precept. 

The law is fpirituai, and demands the perfeCl 
homage of the foul, as well as external obedience. 
God is a fpirif, and they who worfhip him, muft 
worfhip him in fpirit and in truth. Our obedience 
to all the holy precepts of God’s law, thofe which 
refpeCt our fellow men as well as our Maker, muft 
How from a good principle j a principle of love and 
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loyalty to God. Without this qualification, all 
obedience is efientially defe&ive. His command¬ 
ments are exceeding broad. They extend to the 
heart. They demand purity, truth and the fincerity 
of love there. Man looketh on the outward appear¬ 
ance, but God fearcheth the heart. The law efien¬ 
tially confifts in love. It was a law in the heart of 
man in innocency and during that fhort period, he 
perfectly kept it. He loved God with all his heart* 
and loved the creatures which God had made, ac¬ 
cording to the degrees of worth and lovelinefs, which 
he them. In doing this, he adled up to the 
diftates of right reafon, which is but another name 
for the moral law. But by the fatal apoftacy man 
loft both the ability and the inclination to obey the 
law perfectly. By one man fin entered into the world* 
and human nature is depraved. The law, fays the 
apoftle, is fpiritual, but we are carnal. We are all 
gone out of the way. There is none who does 
good in the fight of the law, no not one. It hath 
concluded all under lin and condemnation. 

The law demands a perfonal and perfecft obedi¬ 
ence from every man. Jefus Chrift perfedlly obey¬ 
ed the law in the room of the difobedient, yet men 
are not thereby excufed from the obligations of a 
perfonal and perfed obedience. The obedience 
however, of the beft of men is deficient. For there 
is not a juft man upon earth, who liveth and finneth 
not. But the fincere, tho9 imperfedt obedience of 
believers is accepted, on account of the perfedt 
obedience of Jefus Chrift, who is the end of the law 
for righteoufnefs, to every one who believeth. He 
magnified the law and made it honorable, and God 
is reconcilable to men, thro’ his blefled mediation. 
We come 



, II. To fpeak of the fpecial covenant relation td 
God, into which believers are introduced, and their 
obligations of obedience. God was pleafed to admit 
into a covenant relation his profeffing worfhippers* 
cr the members of his church on earth, and ftiles 
himfelf their God, faying I am thy God. Individ¬ 
ual perfons or people have in all ages been admitted 
into this covenant relation. This grace was fhewn 
to Adam—to Abel—to Noah, and to Abraham, 
and to the defcendants of Jacob. The whole nation 
of the Hebrews were admitted at Sinai. The tenor 
of this covenant of grace is, “ I will be your God, and 
ye fhall be my people.** The covenant of grace has 
been one and the fame from the beginning. All the 
faithful from Adam to Abraham were, admitted to 
the privileges of it. He was their God and they 
his people in a fenfe that did not apply to others. 
And the covenant of grace into which righteous men 
were admitted in early ages, is the fame as that into 
which believers are now admitted. The principle 
differences were mere circumftantials* and the chief4 
of thefe were, that they believed in a Saviour to 
come, and we believe in him already come. The 
gofpel, fays St. Paul, was preached to Abraham. 
He faw ChrilVs day, by faith, and rejoiced in the 
Saviour. Believers are called the children of Abra¬ 
ham, becaufe they arc juftified by the fame faith, by 
which that Patriarch was faved, and entitled to the 
fame fpiritual bleffings of pardon, fandlification, per- 
feverance in grace and immortal glory. 

The Moft High admitted the whole nation of 
Ifrael, to the poffeffion and enjoyment ot all the ex¬ 
ternal figns, feats and privileges of the covenant of 
grace, altho* none but the righteous or regenerate 
were entitled to the fpecial laving bleffings of the 
covenant. Thev were received into covenant at Si* 

W1 
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feai. God called himfslf their God, and them his 
people ; and they promifed allegiance to him. He 
received them upon the ground of their profeflion, 
as their public judge, altho’ as the fearcher of hearts, 
he knew that multitudes of them were infincere, and 
inwardly the fervants of fin, as afterwards appeared 
by their murmurs and rebellions. The mold high 
has herein given example to his minifters and 
churches in all ages, that in the admiffion of perfons 
into the church, and to the enjoyment of fpecial or¬ 
dinances, they are to proceed upon the ground of 
public credible evidence. When the church was 
under the immediate care of Jehovah, we find that 
perfons were admitted upon a profefiion of faith and 
allegiance, who were hypocritical and in the bonds 
of iniquity, as impious Korah and his aflbeiates. 
And when the church was about to be formed upon 
the plan of the gofpe!, Jefus Chrift, who knew what 
was in man, received an hypocritical Judas, the fe~ 
cret fervant of fin and Satan, among the number of 
his immediate difciples. 

The church on earth is compofed of profefiinp* 
believers. The feperation between the true and 
falfe, will be made at the end of the world. The 
harveft, fays our Lord is the end of the world ; when 
falfe profe(Tors, like the tares will be cad out, and 
the true, like the golden wheat, be gathered into 
the granery of eternal life. It is the earned defire 
and labor of the faithful, perfectly to keep the com¬ 
mandments of God. But they experience theic 
inability by reafon of the power of fin. This is 
their greated burden in this houfe of their pilgrim- 
age; and feeling its malignant influence, they 
ardently long for deliverence, faying with St. Paul, 
“ O wretched man that I am, who final! deliver me 
from this body of death !” Faith looks to Chrift^ 



the captain of our fa! vation for aid, fay mg, <s chanEe' 
be to God who giveth us the victory thro’ our Lord 
J-efus Chrift.’* 

A M E N. 
*- •< —* 



SERMON II. 

GOD the merciful Redeemer of men. 

Exodus xx. i <mQ 

■ And God fpake all thefe words faying •, I am the 
lord thy God, which have brought thee out of the .and 
0f Egygt, out of tbs houfe of bondage.. 

IN further difcourfing on this iosemn dcciatatioti 
of the fupreme Lawgiver of the Univerle, am 

III To {hew that God is the Almighty and 
merciful Redeemer of men. The redemption of Ii- 
rael from the flavery of Egypt, their iuirerings and 
prefervation thro’ the Red Sea and the wildernets, 
and their happy fettlement in the land Oi piomiu, 
were divinely defigned as ihadows or types of good 
things to come, and a fore earned.to the ancient 
church, of a more glorious redemption by Jefus 

Chrift. 

The watchful providence of God over the Jewifli 
commonwealth, is particularly recorded, by divine 
diredion, becaufe it contained the only church of 
God on earth. It was marvclloufly preferved, as 
was the ark of Noah, floating on the waters of the 
delude. They both imbofomed this precious trea- 
fiireT God has fetup a holy kingdom in this rebel- 

9 



Jious province of nis dominions, and wonderfully 

guards it from the oppofing powers of this world, 
and all the powers of darknefs, 

V 

It^ was a great deliverance which God wrought 
for his ancient church, when in fpite of Egypt and 
ail her horned gods, he conducted from the houfe 
of bondage, that vaft body of defenceiefs people 

encumbered with the fpoils of their oppreflors ; and, 
led them thro' the wildernefs like a flock, by the 
hand of Mofcs and Aaron. 

They experienced a like wonderful redemption 
fiom captivity in Babylon . and God often appeared 
on their fide, when nations were' ready to (wallow 
them up. I hey were the fpecial charge of heaven, 

unt il the promifed and long expected Meffiah and 
Saviour o( jews and Gentiles came, and accom¬ 
pli ed that glorious redemption, which new glad- 
ens the chriftian people and nations of the earth. 

The redemption of Ifrael from Egypt was fpirit- 
ually typical of our redemption from the fervitude 
of fin and Satan, and ail our woes. The biefied 
Mediator redeems us from fpiritual Egypt, the 
kingdom cf darknefs, and will cor.dudt the faithful 
thro’ the Red Seas of fufferings, and the darknefs 

and temptations of this world,'to the heavenly Ca¬ 

naan. That it was defigned as a lively figure-of 
this, may be infered from frequent -allufions in the 
feriptures and from the declaration of the divine 
fpirit, by the father of the harbinger of Jefus. 
“ Biefied he the Lord God of Ifrael, for he hath 
vifited and redeemed his people, as hefpake by the 
mouth of his holy prophets, which have been fince 
the world began, that we fhould be faved from our 

enemies ;—-to perform the mercy premifed to our 



fathers and to remember his holy covenant; the 
oath which he fware to our father Abraham, that he 
would, grant unto us that wc being dehveied out of 
the hands of our enemies, might ferve him without 
fear, in holinefs and righteoufnefs before him all the 

days of our life.5> 

The great defign of our redemption from fin and 
condemnation is, that we fliould ferve God in holi¬ 
nefs and righteoufnefs, and keep his command¬ 
ments. This great redemption comprifes fundry 
invaluable bleffings, the mod important of which 
were fliadowed forth by the redemption qf Ifrael^ 

For 

I. Jesus Chrifi: redeems his people from the bon¬ 
dage of fin and the tyranny of fpiritual foes. The 
facred oracles give us a melancholy defeription of 
man’s moral ftate, and the deep depravity of our 
nature•, and our own experience confirms it. Man 
has rifen up in rebellion againft his Creator * by 
nature the fervant of fin and confederate with evil 
fpirits, in oppofing the holy laws and government 
of God. The fame hatred of holinefs and of God 
which exifis in fallen angels is in man, tho5 pro¬ 
bably in a lefs degree* Therefore our Lord tells the 
Jews that they were the children of the devil, for 
wicked men do the works of that evil fpirit. And 
are we by nature better than'they 7 he fame evil 
propensities and lufts and oppofition to the pure 
laws of God, reign naturally in ail hearts. God 
reftrains the wrath and wickednefs of forne, and 
chanqes by effectual grace, the hearts of others and 
they become his witling and obedient fervants. 
The dreadful depravity of our nature, is a hum¬ 
bling doctrine. And upon the plan of the gofpel it 
is aecefiary that we be deeply fenfihle of it, in order 



to repentance and faivation. Without this, we fhal1 
Rot be diipofed to fly to Chrift for refuse from the 
curies or the broken law, and the wrath to come. 
All who fo do, the Almighty and merciful Redeem¬ 
er delivers from the reign of fin and the power of 
evil fpirits. They are tranflated from the kingdom 

of darknefs, into the kingdom of God’s dear’ fon, 
and ferve him in hohnefs and righteoufnefs. In 
them, the captain of our faivation deflroys the domi¬ 

nion of him who has the power of death. They are 
no longer ms willing lubjects ; they are freed from 

this fpiritual Pharaoh and ail his hofts, and re¬ 
nounce his let-vice forever. And he that is born of 
God cannot fin, as once he did, with deliberate wil- 
lingncis, for he ;s made free in Chntl. Satan rages 
to loole his prey, but rages in vain, for Christ is 

their Almighty Redeemer. “ You, fays St. Paul to 
the Ephefians, hath he quickened who were dead in 
trefipalfes and fins ; wherein in time pad ye walked 

according to the courfe of this world, according to 
the prince of .the power of the air, the fpirit that 
row worketh in the children of difobedier.ee. A- 

mong whom alio we all had cur converfation in times 
pair, in the lulls of our fiefh, fulfilling the defires 
of the flefh and of the mind, and were by nature 
children of wrath, even as others. But God who is 

rich in mercy, for his great love, wherewith he 
loved us, even when we were dead in fins, hath 
quickened us together with Chrifl.” 

2. Jesus Chrifl redeems his people from the con¬ 
demnation and curie of the law. Idle was a fin otter¬ 
ing for us and bore the curfe due to man’s difobeci- 

ence. 7 he moral law demanding finlefs obedience 
pronounces a curfe on him that tranfgrefies “ curfed 

is every one that continued! not in ail things written 

in the law to do them.’’ All men have tranfgrefied 



smd fallen under the dreadful fentence. But the co¬ 
venant of grace provides a remedy, when the cove¬ 
nant of works could find none. For help is laid on 
o'ne mighty to iave, who died the accurfed death of 
the crofs ; and there is now no condemnation to 
them, who are in Chrift Jefus. By him the law is 
fiitisfied and falvation is given ; and God can now be 
juft and the juftrfrer of the ungodly. 

3. He redeems them from the burthenfome and 
cofily rituals of the mofaic difpenfatton. This was 
a yoke of bondage, placed upon the church in its 
minority v but the yoke of Chrift is eafy and his 
burden is light. The bloody rites, the coftly offer¬ 
ings and the bodily fervices have given place to a 
milder difpenfation, fimple, rational, pure and fpi- 
ritual. The true worfhippers now worfhip the 
father in fpirit and in truth. 

,* . 

The eftahlifhment of gofpet churches and ordi¬ 
nances had been foretold. “ From the rifing of 
the fun, fays Malachi, even unto the going down of 
the fame, my name Ifiali be great among the Gen¬ 
tiles, and in every place incenfe, the incenfe of 
public prayer and praife, {hall be offered to my 
riame, and a pure offering, for my name Fhall be 
great among the Gentiles.” In the finffplicity of 
the gofpel and the beauties of holinefs, God is now 
worfhiped in the churches which are according to 
the pure and perfeft plan eftabliilied by Chrift, and 
his infpired apoftles. 

And to carrv on the work of the fand'ification 
9 

and perfeverance of his church and people, ail 
needful afliftances are given by their Redeemer. 
Some of theie, and which we are to receive as- a 
precious legacy from him, are the chriftian fabhath 



—the evangelic miniftry and ordinances—Various 
providences, and the light and confolations of the 
divine fpirit. By thefe the holy kingdon of JefuSl 
is maintained, and will be perpetuated and enlarged 
until the end of the world. 

4. He redeems his people from the fervile fear 
of death, and from future mifery, and will introduce 

them to a glorious and immortal inheritance. 

To the impenitent {inner, whom the holy law 
Condemns, the prcfpedl of death, the judgment and 
eternity is covered with dreadful terrors, and noth¬ 
ing but faith in a living Redeemer can remove the 
awful gloom, and infpire the mind with fortitude 
and peace on its entrance on eternal fcenes. The 
righteous have hope in death, for Chrift redeems 
them from the wrath to come and hath a (lured them 
that they fhail live and reign with him forever. 

Thus the redemption of Ifrael from Egypt, and 

their eftablifhment in the prcmifed land, was to the 
ancient church, fignificant of a more glorious re¬ 
demption to be accompliftied in due time by Jefus 

CKrift’. 

Some REFLECTIONS, arifmg from this im¬ 

portant fubjedt will conclude. 

I. As the moral law contained in the decalogue* 
is the law of our nature, or right reafon, and found¬ 
ed in love to God and mankind, it is of univerfai 
obligation, and a law to us as well as to the ancient 
Jews. Our Lord has incorporated it with the gofpel, . 

and taught us our obligations to keep it. He came 
not to deftroy the law. He has comprifed the ten 

commandments of the law m love to God and men# 
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I .1 - 

'The firft commandment or table of the law is, thou 

/halt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart* 

might and mmd. And the fecond commandment 

or table of the law is, thou fhalt love thy neighbour 

as thyfelf. This is the fum of the commandments, 

and what the light of nature teaches, and is a law 

infcribed upon the heart. And thofe who have not 

the^written lav/, feel its force; as appears by the 

reaioning of St. Paul, Romans fecond chapter, 

where he affsrts that the reafonings and works of the 

Gentiles, fhew the law to be written upon their 

hearts.. In the gofpel of Matthew, our Lord, in his 

expofition of the precepts of the moral law, reicues it 

from the corrupt and falfe gloffes of Jewilh interpre¬ 

ters, and eftabiiihes it upon its original principles ef 

benevolence and juflice. For the Jews had intro¬ 

duced many precepts and practices fubverfive of the 

law, under the pretence of their obtaining juftifcati- 
on by the works of the law. 

The fincere chriftian who ftrives to keep this holy 

law, yet finds that in many things he offends, and 

in1. ! things comes fhort of that perfedi obedience 
wmch it demands. He depends not therefore on 

his own works, for by the deeds of the law no flefh 

inad be justified, The meretorious ground of hia 

depencance is the alone fpotlefs and univerfal obedi¬ 

ence of him, who is the end of the law for riehte- 
ouinefs to every one that believeth. 

II. Let our obedience to God’s commandments 
be fuch as he will approve. That it may be fo it 

mun be according to his word. The whole duty 

which God requires of us, we are confcientioufly to do 

Fnl-Uof7 What W? d° fr°m 2 riSht Princi‘p!e, a prin- 
c.pk of fupreme love to God, for this is the Mi 

D 
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requirement of the law. The Lord fearcheth the • 
heart, to give to every one according to hi3 works. 
The works of the heart, the principle or difpofitkm 
which prompts our actions and doings, renders our 
works good or evil in the view of the Deity. O 
may our hearts be right with God •, and let them 
not be far from him, while we draw nigh to him, in 
profeflion* 

Our obedience, firs, to be acceptable muft be 
univerfal. Let us not then prefume to pick and 
chufe among God’s commandments* as did the 
Pharifees, only fuch as fuit our interefts or conveni¬ 
ence. We have reafon to fufpedt that religious zeal 
yvhich confines itfelf to the duties of one table of the 
law, to the negledt of the other. Let us not vainly 
imagine, on the one hand, that a zealous obfer- 
vance of external duty to God in religious worlhip* 
will atone for the omiffion of the duties which we owe 
to men ; nor on the other hand, that punctual juftice 
hor.eftv and charity to men, wiii excufe for the omif¬ 
fion of the duties of piety and devotion to God, 
The fame authority commands our obedience to 
both tables of the law. Neither let us deceive our- 
felves with the imagination, that our external obedi¬ 
ence to ail the precepts cf both tables of the law,, will 
be accepted, while we indulge the luft of covetouf- 
nefs which is idolatry, or the love of ourfeives, or 
our own intereft and "happinefs as the ruling motive 
of our obedience. Let the love of God, be ever 
the animating principle, and then fir si 1 v.e not be 
afhamed when we have refped to all God’s com¬ 
mandments. 

Let none imagine that becau'e Chriit has per¬ 
fectly obeyed the law for our lalvation, that there¬ 
fore we are excufed from the obligations of a pei ion- 

to-'Y . ^ V - 'v V . 

T - -r > w. 
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a! and perfeX obedience. u Does Faith make void 
the law So far from this it eftablifhes our perpetu¬ 
al obedience to it. For Chrift haft taught us by his 
obedience, that the law is holy, juft and good, 
and worthy to be obeyed. Let us adore that wif. 
dom and grace which has provided a divine Re¬ 
deemer, who has rendered that perfect obedience to 
the law which we were unable to do, and opened a 
way for mercy to flow to offenders. 

III. A confederation of the majefty and condefcen- 
fion of God, who has revealed to us his holy laws 
and taught us all that he requireth of us, ought 
powerfully to conftrain us to obedience. It is Je¬ 
hovah the univerfai king who made all worlds, and 
ruleth them in infinite wifdom and goodnefs, who 
commands our obedience, who mercifully prescribes 
to us thofe laws, by which our hearts and lives are 
to be regulated. When therefore he fays by his ho¬ 
ly word, to each foul of us, 44 ye fnall keep my 
commandments and do themlet our hearts in 
filial obedience and lowly dependance reply, 44 Thy 
commandments, O Lord, will we keep.55 Let us 
fear God and keep his commandments, for this is 
the whole duty of man. 

The law which we are entering upon the confides 
ation of, is moft excellent and divine. It is the 
great law of reafon, and exactly fuited to our nature 
condition and connexions, as the creatures of God, 
as his offending fubjeXs, as accountable and immor¬ 
tal. It alfo confiders us in a ftate of fociety, and 
gives general rules of univerfai behaviour, in M 
poffible circumftances. It is fpiritual as well as ex¬ 
ternal, and extends to the thoughts and emotions of 
the heart. Its precepts are concife and plain, vari¬ 
ous and copious, wraping together in epitome our 
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whole duty. Let us, firs, xnfcribe them upon 012$ 
hearts and pradiife them in our li\?es. 

We learn the privileges of thofe who {land in a 
covenant relation to God, and whofe God is the 
Lord. The privileges of the church of God on 
earth are much every way, chiefly becaufe that un¬ 
to them are committed the oracles of God, the ho¬ 
ly law and the blefied gofpei—the chriftian fabbath 
find ordinances; the convincing, reforming and 
fan&ifying influences of the- divine fpirit, and the 
"hope of eternal life. 

The great defign of the perfect holy law, is to pre¬ 
pare us for gofpei bleflings. By the Jaw is the know¬ 
ledge of fin. It acquaints us with our guilt and 
danger, our helplefs and hopelefs condition. It 
bath concluded us all under fin and condemnation. 
It teaches us the dreadful terrors vrhich will attend 
•the execution of its fentence. It proclaims its cur¬ 
ves in thunder, lightning and flaming ruin upon the 
tranfgreflors, that all hope of life, from, the cove¬ 
nant of works may be cut off, and the finner com¬ 
pelled to efcape for protection to the covenant of 
,grace, the all perfect and finifhed righteoufnefs of 
the blefied Redeemer. ic The law was added 
Becaufe of tranfgrefiion,” or to teach us that we 
fire verily guilty before God, and that thro* the 
Tueaknefs of the fielb, we cannot fatisfy or perfectly 
keep it, and thus ferve as a fchcol-mafter to lead 
’Us to Chrift. This good office it performs, in the 
hands of the divine fpirit, fhewing us that it is a 
holy and perfedt law, and that we cannot keep it, 
that it is a good law', and mull be kept, that it is a 
juft law and muft .be fatisfied. The knowledge of 
the lav; is neceffary to all men, for their falvation, 
QTothe unbelieving, the impenitent* and the bold 
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franfgreflbr, it proclaims In dreadful accents, the 
wrath of God, due to fin. It is the means fandtified 
in the hand of the divine fpirit to convince of fin, 
of righteoufnefs and the judgement to come. And 
the righteous man is by it inftrudted in all duty to 
God and men. 

The finner who has not embraced, by a cordial 
repentance and humble faith the righteoufnefs cf 
Chrift tendered to him, in the covenant of grace, 
remains under the condemnation of the covenant of 
works, and without a reformation, mu ft endure its 
dreadful wrath. O firs, knowing the terrors of the 
law, let us be perfuaded now to prepare for that day, 
when the Lord Jefus Chrift lliall again defeend^ j 
with his mighty’Angels, in flaming fire, when not 
only mount Sinai, but every mountain of our globe 
fliall burn as a furnace at his prefence, and the ele¬ 
ments melt with fervent heat, when he fliall come 
to execute the law upon them who have not kept 
it, nor obeyed his gofpel, who fliall be puniflied 
with ever! aft ing deft ruction from the prefence of 
the Lord and from the glory of his power ; when 
he fliall come, to be glorified in his faints and to bo 
admired in all them that believe. * j 

AMEN. 





SERMON III.1 

The exiftance and perfe&ions of GOD^ 

PRECEPT FIRST 

Exodus xx. 3. 

Thou fhalt have no other Gods before inel 

HIS comprehenfive fentcnce, is the fir ft pre« 
cept or commandment of the law of nature 

and revelation •, and teaches us that Jehovah is the 
one only God, whom ah rational beings are fupreme- 
Jy to love, worth ip and obey. The moral obligati- 
ons of this law are equally binding on individual 
perfons of al! nations and generations, on account of 
the infinite excellency and perfedion of the Deity* 
and becaufe he is the alone creator and upholder of 
all things, and on his abfolute goodnefs we are toi- 
tally dependant for all the good and happinefs which 
we need or hope for throughout the endiefs periods 
of our exiftance. ' , 

It is obfer^ble that almoft all the duties which 
mankind owe to God and to one another, are in the 
decalogue forcibly exprefied by negative precepts. 
They forbid every fpecies and every degree of evil 
of thought and behaviour. And when one virtue 
or duty is commanded all the virtues and duties of 
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tae fame kind are included ; and when one vice or* 
lm is forbidden, all vices and fins of the fame fpecies 
are included in the prohibition, and the oppofite 
Virtues commanded. 

The text forbids our having any other as the ob- 
jeft of our homage, love and obedience, but God 
alone. “ Tho’ there be that are called gods, whether 
in heaven or on earth, yet to us there is but one God, 
the Father, of whom are all things and we in him.” 
The principal defign of thisfirft precept of the law is 
to teach us the objedt of religious worlhip. In the 
illuliration of this important article, under the puid- 
ance oi' the text, by the divine abidance, I fhall lay 
before you very briefly, 1 

i. Some of the proofs and evidences which the IFht 
of nature and revelation give of the exiliance^of 
one God, 

2; That religious worfhip is due to God alone, 

3• The nature and guilt cf idolatry. 

The exifiance of God is the foundation and firft 
principle of religion and therefore the firfi precept 
of this divine law proclaims his exiftance. He is 
“ the God not of the jews only, hut alfo of the 
Gentiles,” and the God of universal nature •, who 
made the heavens and the earth, and all their hods ; 
eternal, felfexifting, uncreated, nnderived •, infinite 
in all perfection, mofi powerful, wife and good 
rnoh holy, immutable, juft and true, omnilcientj 
every where prefent, and infinitely happy; the 
aioni almighty preferver and governor of ail things} 
whole providence is intimately converfant in all 
events, directing, permitting and overruling all 
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things for his own glory and the happinefs of the 
tiniverfe. Hence a!fo we are taught that God is a 
fpirit uncompounded, and who fiileth all places ; 
the conftant vvitnefs of our thoughts and conduit * 
and the fupreme and righteous judge, who diftributes 
rewards and punifhments among his creatures accord¬ 
ing to their refpeitive moral characters ; and that to 
love, worfhip and pleafe God, is man’s only duty 
that his favor is our fupreme happinefs, and his dif- 
pieaiure the greateft evil which creatures can fuffer.' 
I his is the God vvhofe exigence is here declared, and 
whom we are commanded to have as our God / and 
to efteem, love and obey as the greateft, wifeft and 
bed of beings. 

^ HE exiftence of God is a natural principle and a 
d-ilate of the common fenfe of mankind,. It is one 
of thofe luminous truths with which the rational 
mind, is naturally and neceflarily imprefled. The 
certainty of this truth, that there is a God, we arrive 
at the knowledge of, by an impreffion of natural con¬ 
science, or an intuitive perception, as well as by a 
chain of reafoning. The untutored favage, feels a 
more lively impreffion of the exiftence of God, the 
creator and ruler of all things, than the philofopher 
lo called, who labors to divert himfelf of this natural 
principle. So dear and evident is this great truth 
that we do not find throughout divine revelation, any 
arguments exprefsly deduced to prove the exiftence 
of God, akho’ there are many declarations of the 
unity of vjod, in oppofidon to the polytheifm of the 
pagan nations. No miracle was ever wrought 
convince an atheift ; for he whofe heart canVejeCt 
sue natural impreffion of this truth, is prepared to 
.rejeCt all kinds of evidence, and is given over to the 
judgment of a reprobate mind. . It is our duty and 
iencity to have our nunds ever impreffied with a live- 

E 
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$ )y and foiefrm fenfe of the etfiftence and perfection 
of God. The knowledge of God is the life of the 
foul. <c This i*s life eternal to know thee, the only 
true God.55 It is the fountain of divine fcience. 
And akho5 “ by fearching we cannot find out God, 
or the almighty to perfection,55 yet it is moft necef- 
fary for us to ftrive to know io much as we are capa¬ 
ble, of the character, the ways and the laws of the 
ever blefied God, 

I. The unity of God, or that there is but one 
God, is a doctrine taught bv the law of nature, and 
abundantly confirmed by revelation. One being 
infinite in all perfection is fufficient for the produc¬ 
tion of all things. The fuppofition of more Gods 
than one, is inconfiftent with infinite perfection of 
either •, for the infinite power and perfection of one, 
would limit and circumfcribe the power and perfec¬ 
tion of the other. The creator of the univetfe muft 
he perfect in all the attributes of Deity, infinite and 
unbounded in eternity, immenfity and power, and 
uncontroled in hisfovereign will. But this could not 
be the cafe, were there more Gcds than one. 

II. The works of creation prove the exiftence.of 
one God. As the univerfe could not give itfelf exig¬ 
ence, it mull be the work of an almighty firix caufe, 
the fountain of intelligence, felf-exifiing, eternal, 
infinitely powerful, wife and good. The wifdom 
and defigri w hich appear in the works of creation and 
of providence, io far as we are abie to dhco\ei, 
fhew that they are the work of an intelligent being. 
This appears in the fitnefs cf things to the ends and 
purpofes for which they are made. > We difcover tne 
traces of admirable wifdom in the regular and fuccei- 
live revolutions of the h ravenly bodies m t;:e^ne-> 
cefiary and grateful vicifittudes of the galops or toe 
year,"and of day and night j—in the tint f Of lit 

W ( il. . all 
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<Jer and harmony of the laws of nature, and the due 
proportion which creatures and things bear to each 
other, and to the places and conditions affigned 
them. They teach us that the world and all things 
therein are the production of the power, the fkiil, 
and the goodnefs of a being, perfect in knowledge 
and wifdom. x 

To communicate happinefs to creatures appears 
to be one chief end of the Deity in the creation. 

His tender mercies are on all his works,35 de¬ 
manding the united acknowledgement, gratitude 
and love of all intelligences. This unity of defign 
proves the Univerfe to be the production of an infi¬ 
nitely benevolent and perfect being. 

HI. The firft idea which ftrikes the mind in the 
contemplation of creation is that of power, great be¬ 
yond all conception. St. Paul mentions this as the 
firft evidence in creation of the exigence of God —• 
Creation thro5 a!! her works, proclaims this attri¬ 
bute. It is feen and underflood by the things which 
are made, even his eternal power. Should a rational 
being arifb at once into life, perfect in all his faculties, 
and look up and around him,upon the works of God; 
fhould he fee the fun, that vaft body of light and 
heat, rifingin theeaft, travelling thro5 the fky, and 
when funk in the weft, fee the moon fucceeding, with 
paler rays fhould he raife his eyes to the finning 
ftars, contemplate their number, their order and 
amazing diftance; illuminating probably other 
inhabited iyftems ; his mind would be filled with 
awful admiration at the amazing grandeur of the fo- 
lemn feene. How auguft is this Univerfe! How 
great the power which created it! 

The greateft exertions cf human power appear 
ttle and defpicable, placed in contrail with the 



proofs which this earth itftlf gives of the power of 

buildtnoQ 6 3rp^ C[tleS and mo^ magnificent 
fimld ngs reared by the united labor of miriads, 

rating ?h^edutn t‘he V3£W °f the ,ofty mountains, 
rj b tbeir.beads to the clouds—the rnajeftic 

s, running thro5 continents—or the v?ft 
oceans which roll around the globe. He wfaofe 
fingle ftrength cannot raife a jnffly fione from the 
f 13 .n‘,u be amazed at the power of God, who 

!, Tfrn thcrfUTr anr fpread abroad the plains, 
}:!„ „°°ped the bafonsof the Teas ; who placed the 
; “nd. Pianets Jn their ftations, and moves their 
inconceivable magnitudes in their regular orbits. 

P\Th,E "°rks of creaticn Proclaim the wifdom 
1‘ °C' W.W°m ever proceeds in her works with 
l Sood defign, and ufes the bed means for its 
ccomp lihment. 1 o difplay the glorious perfec- 

J°"s °. Deity, and to communicate happinefs 
■o die intelligent univerfe, appear to be two princi¬ 

pal purpofes of God in creation. The heavens and 
ns earth proclaim his glorious perfections, and 
- Ju jS good unto all. Our limited capacities can 

rorrn nut very imperfeft conceptions of the wifdom 
° Vle Peity-. We are loft in admiration at the 
multitude or his operations ; and we fee but a fmall 
part of the plans of the divine mind : But we fee 
enougn to fatisfy us, that a wifdom unfearchabie 
•md infinite, planned the univerfe, and prefides 
cve.r. ad> demanding our devouteft adoration and 
Pra!ie> .^s wifdom of an intelligent mind 
appears in the works of creation, we hence infer 
tnat they came not by chance. For chance is 

■>. lung, andean produce nothing. The vvonder- 
toi illation of the great as well as minute crea- 

fi.ics ena tmngs which compofe the univerfe, and the 
l,r51P'e provifion made for their confervation, pro- 
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claim the infinite and unbounded wifdom of their 
great original When we difcover wifdom or (kill 
in the contrivance of any work, we conclude that 
the maker thereof was wife. We refer the praife of 
wifdom to him and not to the workmanfhip. In this 
fenfe muft men be underftood, when they lay that 
nature is wife, or good i that is, that tnc authoi or 
nature is fo. As a finished and well proportioned 
frouie, proves the (Icill of him who made it, (o docs 
the world proclaim the divine (kill of the Creator. 
What uniearchable wonders of wifdom appear intne 
organization or all animals, from the elephant down 
io=the fmalleft inteft ! How wonderful are their na¬ 
tures and qualities adapted to their respective condi- 
tions ! From the full ftorehoufeof his bounty, all 
animals on the earth, in the air and fea, aie abund¬ 
antly fed. “ The eyes of all, O Lord, wait upon 
thee, and thou fatisfieft their wants ! O Lord, how 
manifold are thy works, in wifdom haft thou made 

them all !’5 

Y. The works of creation and providence 
proclaim the. goodnefs of Cod. Without good- 
nefs there can be no wifdom. But thefe two at¬ 
tributes fweetly unite and glorioufly harmonize in all 
the works and ways of God. The fuitable and plen¬ 
tiful provifion made for the evidence and comfort of 
all animals, which inhabit the regions of the air— 
the element of water,—or which live on the dry¬ 
land, teach us, that as all creatures are derived 
from God, on his rich bounty they alfo depend, for 
their conftant prefervation. The earth is a well ac¬ 
commodated habitation for man and beaft. The fea 
is a ftore houfe of provifion for its finny tenants. 
And from thence the clouds receive the vapors, 
which wafted over the earth diftil in dews and rains 
to refrefh theory ground and make it fruitful, and 
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salts. th and f"ppor£ aild comfo" its iiihabi. 

Ilow 
of God, 
Sappily a 
2nd all li 
Kants the 
their food 

as the fori? 

exp re (live of the goodnefs and the wifdom 
is the creation of the element of air , and 

?PLed, £° die P'Pe 2nd conveniencv or man 
v;nS things ; thro’ which its winged ten- 

j* fpeediiy from danger, or feek 
’ a,'\. , v vved ntted to their element, are 
uiid ijgntnefs of their bodies. 

The 

earth j 
climes, 
element 
without 
t^nce. 
of light 

a:r and water are adapted to promote a 
intercoune among all the inhabitants of the 

ano to wart the productions of different 
°.r t‘‘s mutual comfort of mankind. The 

•°* ai,r ,!S ,moft neceflary for refpiration, and 
it, a.i living creatures would ceafe their exif- 
And thro’ this medium we receive the ravs 
and icunds. 7 

15 a Slonous evidence of the munificence 
rf J/f pCu}/ As ,fl'5 repreientative of .the goodnefs 
c. the Creator, itorfiufes life and warmth and clad- 
Ii£ts,. among a!! the works of God on earth. Bv the 
appointment of its Creator. “ He cometh out of his 
chambers in the eaft, and rejoiceth as a ftrong man 
oo run a race. Ins conftant prefence would over- 
power our fenfes with light and heat, and therefore 
vie withdraws gradually every day, and leaves us to 
,n£ cajm lienee of the night, that our natures may 
5aJe opportunity to red from the labours and 
fatigues oi the day, and recruit their exhaufted fpi- 
T; Inat we may not be opprelfed With total 
on Kne.s in his abfence, the mild moon and tvvink- 

hied upon u$ their cheering light. 
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The earth Is a mafs of iifelefs matter. It cannot 
will or move, and could not give itfelf exigence. 
Bat man is himfelf, a world of wonders in miniature, 
proclaiming the author divine. We are fearfully 
and wonderfully made.55 What wonders of divine 

.{kill appear in the organization of every member of 
the h man body ! It is not my defign, were I capa¬ 
ble or it, to difcant anatomically on the various ad¬ 
mirable properties of this animated machine ^ ot to 
point out the nice arrangement, fy mmetry, mutual 
depences and connection of all its organs, limbs and 
members. I fhall notice only a few particulars, zb 
excite our devout gratitude and praife to God, who 
made us. 

i. The erect form which Is given to man, {trikes 
us with pleafing admiration , and (hews the fuperio- 
rity given to man, over the beafts of the earth, who 
are prone to the ground. The/^tf, the fupporters 
of the body, are curioufly wrought as with elaftre 
fprings, to help forward its motion, and fupport in. 
their lockets its weight. The head railed aloft, and 
by its pofitlon and defence moft out of danger, 
contains the curious organs of fenfation, and the 
brain the feat of intelligence, ftrongly guarded by 
a helmet of bone. The eyes are endowed with a 
power to lock up. on the heavens, and contemplate 
the works of God. Strange that this liquid bal!^ 
which contains but a few drops of water, fhould be 
able to take in a world of objects, and meafure their 
diftances and magnitudes. The ear receives and 
diftinguifnes founds, and the tongue utters fpeech, 
the true images of the thoughts and emotions of ths 
mind. Whence have thefe little organs thefe ama¬ 
zing powers ? It is God who gives the eve to fee, 
the ear to hear, the tongue to fpeak. The knees 
bend forward to teach man to proflrate himfelf in 
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humble adoration ; the arms endowed with a circti- 
lar motion, to rife with the thoughts in devout ad¬ 
miration to the creator, and well, adapted to all the 
various purpofes of life and motion. Tho5 cur 
limbs and fenfes are obedient to the will, ana feem 
to move and a£i by a/imple volition ; yet there is a 
life witniri us which adls without our volition, and 
independent on us ; that is, the conftant motion of 
the heart and bowels, and the furprizing circulation 
of the blood, thro* ail the fmalleft veins. What 
powei, but the power of God, keeps alive, and in 
motion within us, this npfs of fluid and flefhly fuh- 
finance ? It lives and moves by his conftant agency, 
l aken out of the body, it is in a moment dead, and 

motion!efs as a hone. 6i In God we live and move 
and breathe.55 Let our bodies with all their powers 
be confecrated to him. 

2. Still more furprizing wonders ftrike us, in 
the contemplation of the rational foul, myfterioufly 
united to, and operating with the body. * We find 
an exiftence within us, hidden from our fight and 
fenfes, endowed with the power of thought, refle<ai- 
on} and judgement, which can recal paft times and 
tranfactions, and lend forward its thoughts to ages 
to come ; pofleffed ot a capacity to know the will of 
God,—with a confcicufnefs of the defert of moral 
condudi ; that feels inward approbation and peace, 
at good and right conduit, and felf condemnation and 
blame on doing ill ; that has a confcicufnefs of de¬ 
pendence on God, and obligations to pleafe him $ 
that hopes for his favour as the greateft happinefs* 
and dreads his difpleafure, as the greateft calamity. 
From whence do we derive thofe two natures, Co 
differently conftituted, and yet fo nearly connected, 
and mutually operating, with all the wonderous and 
cnexpikable powers of each, but from him who is 

i 



Emphatically the “ former of our bodies and the fa¬ 
ther of our fpirits ?” I am confcious of my own ex¬ 
igence, but I know that neither myfelf, nor any crea¬ 
ture could give it, and thence infer that God exiffs, 
from whom I derived my being, and by whofe con- 
ftantagency lam preferved. 

The majeffic oak fpringing from the tender acorn 
—each fpire of grafs, and drop of water—the (mai¬ 
led: infed, and the light atom, which floats in the 
beams of the fun, and each creature and thing in the 
imiverfe, as to their effence and properties, contain 
myfteries, which baffle the ftudious inveftigation of 
the brijrhteft genius. Creation thro" all her works 
proclaims a God. 

We infer the exiftente of God from his works ' 
To trace effects to their caufe, in the language of 
logicians, is reafoning apofteriori. And alt ho’ other 
more abroad modes of reafoning might be ufed to 
illuftrate this great truth, yet this method is chofea 
becaufe moft obvious and intelligible, and fufficient 
to afford compleat fatisfadion to every mind. And 
this method infinite wifdom has chofen for univerfai 
inftrudion. The heavens and the earth, and every 
creature is, as an open volume, in which the bein^ 
and perfections of God are feen and underftood. 
Ab things are foil of him. The evidences of the 
exiftence and perfedians of God, from the works of 
creation and providence, are calculated to fill our 
minds with devout affedions, with admiration, grati¬ 
tude, filial fear and love, rather than to gratify our 
curious fpecuiation. Yet muft we ftrive to obtain 
the excellent knowledge of God, that we may ferve 
him acceptably. To us who are favored with the 
fuperior light of revelation, it may feem ftrange 
that mankind in all ages, fheuld have gone into 
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the belief and worfiiipof more Gods fhan one, fine*? 
the dobtrine of one almighty Creator, is fo clearly 
deirionlxrated, by the works of creation and provi¬ 
dence. An infpired apoftle gives a folution to this, 
and acquaints us, that the guilt of polytheifm origi¬ 
nated in the depravity of the human heart. That 
its vicious propenfiiies and lulls over powered the 
dictates of reafbn. That mankind loved not the 
character of the true God, as difcovered in his 
works, and therefore formed to themfelves imagi¬ 
nary Gods, fuited to their own depraved inclinations. 

They were without excufe, becaufe that, when 
they knew God, they glorified him not as God, 
neither were thankful, but became vain in their im¬ 
aginations, and their foclifh heart was darkened; 
They changed the glory of the incorruptable God, 
into an image, and the truth of God into a Jie,> 
and worfiiipped and ferved the creature, more than 
the Creator, who is blefied forever/9 

It fhculd alfo be obferved, that alrho5 many 
Gods Were worfhipped before the coming of Chrifly 
yet fome of the wife men among the nations, whd 
ftudied more attentively the works of God, believed 
in the unitv of the Deity. Plato among the Greeks 
pro felled this, and his difciple Socrates, was put to 
death for teaching the dodlrine of one God. But 
the faith of Ph ilofophers was weak, becaufe they 
had not the pofitive declarations of revelation : and 
however well they thought and wrote, yet generally 
went into the abominable idolatries of their country*.' 
men. 

Some have alfo thought that a mifapprehenfioa 
of fome pafiages in the book of Genefes, might orig¬ 
inate in early ages, the notion of a plurality of Gods. 
In the firfi fentence in the bible, there is an intima- 
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iion of divine perfonalities, in focial union in Deity. 
44 In the beginning, Elohim (gods in the plural 
number) created the heaven and the earth.” But 
the verb created being in the Angular, fhews that the 
divine perfonalities are, tho-5 incomprehenfible by us, 
united in one God. The fame thing is obfervable 
in the account of the creation of man ; <c Let us 
make man, in cur image, after our likenefs.” And 
on the tranfgreffion ; u Behold the man is become as 
one of us.” And alfo at the building of Baba! ; “ Let 
us go down, and there confound their language.” If 
this mode of fpeech, is not to be underftood agree¬ 
ably to the cuftom of eaftern monarchs, who com.- 
monly ufed the plural for the Angular number; we 
have then in the beginning of the facred volume, a 
faint intimation of the dcdlrine of the trinity ; a 
dodlrine more fully aflerted and explained in the 
new teftament. Divine revelation abundantly con¬ 
firms the inference drawn from the uniform and per¬ 
fect works of creation and providence, that there is 
but one God. “ The Gods of the heathen, are 
vanity and a lie. I here is none that can deliver out 
of my hand •, I have made the earth and created 
man upon it; I, even my hands have ftretched out 
tne heavens ; I arn the Lord who maketh all things ; 
befides me there is no God. Who,” in thelfu- 
blime ftyie of infpiration, 46 ftretched out the hea¬ 
vens as a curtain, who laid the beams of his cham¬ 
bers in the waters, and maketh the clouds his char¬ 
iot ; who laid the foundations of the earth that it 
fhould not be removed forever; who covereth it 
with the deep as witn a garment; who caufes the 
grafs to grow for the cattle, and herb for the fervice 
of man, that he may bring forth bread out of the 
earthy and wine that maketh glad the heart of man j 
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who appointeth the moon for feafons and the fun 
knoweth his going down, whomaketh darknefs and 
it is night, who hath meafured the waters in the 
hallow of his hand and meted out the heavens with 
a fpan, and weighed the mountains in fcales and the 
hills in a balance ; who fetteth in the circle of the 
heavens, and the inhabitants of the world are as the 
drop of the bucket,” 

Thus have we taken into ccsifideration, fame of 
the moft obvious and fatisfa&ory evidences of the 
exiftence and perfections of God. i fhall conclude 
this important divifion of the fubjeCf, with one or 
two 

REFLECTIONS. 

L If, firs, any thing in the works and ways of 
God, in creation or providence, fhould at any time 
appear to our limited underftanding, inconfiftent 
with perfect wifdom and goodnefs, let us rejeCt the 
thought *, becaufe it originates in our blindneis, and 
total incapacity to comprehend the works and plans 
of infinite perfection, reftitude and goodneis. Let 
us rot impioufiy arraign the proceedings of infinite 
wifdom at the bar of human reafon and folly ; but 
with filial confidence and joy, in the darkeii difpen- 
fiuions, let us refort to that univerfal truth, taught 
in the volumes of nature and revelation. That the 
Creator and Judge of all worlds does right. For all 
that God has done, or will do, is infinitely wifeft and 
belt. And tho’ clouds and darkneis may be round 
about him, unerring judgement and goodnefs, are 
the liability of his works and government. 

II. The ways by which God is pleafed to reveal 
to us the knowledge of himfelf, are divinely excel-* 
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lent and various. Let them be the profitable and 
pleafing fubje&s of our conftant and prayerful ftudy 
and meditation. The heavens declare his glorious 
greatnefs, and the earth is full of his goodnefs. But 

v in the revelation of his holy law and gofpel, we 
read his name in fairer lines.51 Let us iee God in 
all his works, and may our minds be filled with a 
pleafing and awful fenie of his prefence : whofe pre¬ 
fence furrounds us and pervades our eftence. Let 
us ftrive to obtain a knowledge of the nature and 
perfections, the works of laws, of the ever blefied 
God; for the knowledge of him, conftitutes the 
happinefs and joy of angels, and all holy intelligen¬ 
ces. Let us leek the favour and protection of this 
almighty being, in whofe favour is our life. The 
majeiiy of God, as difpiayed in his works, have a 
tendency to imprefs our minds with a fuitable hum¬ 
ble fenfe of our littlenefs, and unworthy of his mer¬ 
cies. When I look up to the heavens and confid- 
er them as the work of thy hands, Lord, what is 
man that thou art mindful of him *,5S that thou vi- 
fitefts him every morning, and trieft him every mo¬ 
ment ! But the contemplation of the frame of the 
viniverfe, and all the wonders of creation, cannot 
give the foul a faving knowledge of the blefTed Cre¬ 
ator. It is the office of the divine fpirit to remove 
our darknefs, and fo reveal to us the father, in the 
attractions of his love and mercy, in the Saviour, 
as to give us a title to the inheritance of eternal life. 
And to every penitent enquirer after God, this 
faving knowledge and grace are given. u G Thou 
great and ever biefied Jehovah, who at the beginning 
did ft command the light to fhine out of darknefs * 
who in thy fovereign power and goodnefs didft fay, 
let there he light, and there was light, fhine into our 
benighted hearts, and give us to difcover thy amia¬ 
ble and awful glories, as they are revealed in the 
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perPan of thy fon, our almighty and merciful SaviP 
par/* to whom be glory, world without end. 

AMEN; 



SERMON IV. 
-• " -4 , 

God the alone objedl of religious worftiipJ~~Thc 
nature and guilt of Idolatry, 

Exodus xx. ?, 

’Thou Jhalt have no other Cods before 

J AM now, 

II. To invite your attention to this great truth, 
and duty,—Thai God is the alone objedi of our religious 
worftdp. The command, that we fhall have no 
cth«.r God before Jehovah, is very expreffive, and 
implies that we muft have a God j .and that our God 
*nuft oe the only living and true God j and that no 
creature or thing ftiould be prefered or efteemed 
equally, or worthy to be compared to him, as the 
chiefeft objedl of our knowledge, of our fupreme 
love, homage and obedience. 

This precept is placed the fir ft of God’s laws to 
man, to teach us the objedt to whom our thoughts 
are firft to be directed, to whom our powers are to' 
be forever confecrated, and whofe will is our only 
fufficient rule of duty and felicity. 3 

x. God is the fupreme objecft of our religious’ 
homage and worfnip, becaufe he is the only true 

S.°d’ „ 1°LU® thfe js ,but God, the father of 
au* - 1 he Gods of the heathen are vanity and * 
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lie ; the work of men's hands, and of their vain im¬ 
aginations, As God alone poffiefies all poffible per¬ 
fection, infinite in power, wifdom and goodnefs; 
the firft, the greateft and beft, and only fource of 
all being, perfection and happinefs, he is alone 
worthy of the profotmdcft homage, worfhip and love 
ef his creatures. Whatever of goodnefs, ufefulnefs 
&r happinefs are found among the Works of creation. 
Ere derived from God, the fource of all good. We 
form fome imperfeCt idea of God, by combining in 
cur imagination, al! thofe excellencies and perfec¬ 
tions, which we difcover among creatures, and 
attribute them to him, and conceive of them as 
exifting in him in the higheft poffible degree, of 
which our thoughts are capable. But alas, how 
poor and imperfeCt are our beft thoughts of God ! 
They fall infinitely below the heighth of his exalted 
nature and character; for the being and perfections 
e-f God are mcomprehenfihle by finite minds. It is 
high we cannot attain unto it. 46 God is in heaven 
End we are oh earth.’* As heaven is high above the 
earth, fo are his nature and attributes and ways far 
above our thoughts. It is but a final! portion of his 
character, which we can know. The wonders of 
his being, eternal, felfiexifting, underived, and his 
adorable attributes, works and government, will 
forever afford to holy beings, a ftiil enlarging ami 
extending field of knowledge, admiration and praife, 
thro5 all eternal $ges. As religious worfhip implies 
the intire confecratkm of ourfelves to the being 
whom we worfhip ; that our beft hopes and truit and 
love, our life and time and fer vices be wholly and 
forever dedicated to him, we hence infer that none 

2. God is the object 
irecaufe we are entirely 

of oiir religious worfhip, 
dependent on him. We. 

* 
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are his abfolute property, by right of creation, and 
conftant prefervation. No fervant is fo dependent 
on his mafter, or child on its parent for bread, as 
every creature is dependent on Gad, the univerfal 
proprietor. It was his goodnefs which gave us ev¬ 
idence. His infinite happinefs could receive no 
acceffion from creatures. As we -are dependent on 
God for the exigence which we pofi'cfs, and for all 
the rich and various provider, made for our tem¬ 
poral comfort, on his unmerited bounty and merer, 
we depend for ail our hopes of future and immortal 
life and happinefs, thro’ cur Lord Jefus Chrift. By 
whofe biefied mediation, our evidence was redeem¬ 
ed from the fentence of death, and a new date of 
trial allowed us, that by repentance before God, 
and a living principle of faith in the almighty re¬ 
deemer, producing the holy fruits of obedience, we 
may obtain, thro’ the mercy of God, the inheritance 
of immortal life. Thus our fupreme love, homage 
and obedience to God are demanded, by the right or 
creation, prefervation and redemption. 

3. God demands our exclufive worship, becarfi 
lie will not fuffer a rival in our hearts. We rnuft have C 
none berore. or befides him. Fie will not allow us 
to give that honor and homage to another. FI is 
fir ft law to man demands our whole heart. “ Thou 
fha't love the Lord thy God with all thy heart f ’ 
with all our powers, cur bodies and our fpirits, 
which are his. “ Take heed to yourfelves that 
your heart be not deceived, and ye turn afide, and 
ferve other Gods and worlhip them.” They vio¬ 
late this holy commandment, who love life, or th 
world and tne goods anu enjoyments thereof, mor 
than God. We come, 
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0 To fpeak of the nature and guilt of Idolat i r 

As mankind are naturally inclined to depart from 
J 
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the knowledge and warfliip of God, he is pleafed to 
caution and guard us againft this fin, by prohibiting 
in this firft precept our having any other, as the 
objetft of our fuprerne love and obedience ; or 
paying thofe divine honors to any other, which are 
due to him. Idolatry is loving and ferving any 
creature more than God. This fin may be consider¬ 
ed in a threefold view. As, 

I. When foriie other object befides God is wor- 
fhipped, as God. 

II. When an image or fymbol is vvotfnipped, as a 
reprefeatative of God. 

HI. When our love and dependence are placed 
upon creatures, to the neg left of God. 

The firft of thefe is the grafted kind of idolatry. 
And it is this kind of idolatry which almoft 
univerfally prevailed in early ages. The Baby¬ 
lonians appear to be the firft who gave the lead 
to this kind of vvorfhip ; and fet up temples, 
and erefled images in them paid divine honors to 
many falfe and imaginary gods. From them it 
fpread into Egypt, and other parts of the world. 
The fenfual tafte of men chofe gods whom they 
could lee, and firft began to pay divine worlhip to 
thofe creatures and things, which were moft benefi¬ 
cial. Hence originated the worfhip or the lun, 
moan and planets } and this idolatry was common in 
almoft all the eaft, efpectally the worfhip of the fun. 
For this is the moft glorious reprefeatative of the 
power and goodnefs of the Creator, of ail his works, 
and the moft necefiary and beneficial to mankind. 
The worlhip of this glorious luminary, was the moft 
Excufable kind of idolatry, (if any excufe may be 
admitted in the cafe) of all the idolatrous rites of tne 



heathen, fince it is thys brighter emblem of the 
Deity, among things created, (f But it is no more 
thanoneof the works of God, and men are nioft inex- 
cufible, in giving thofe divine honors to a creature, 
which the light of nature taught them were due, 
only to the Creator. 

The Ifraelites, in the reign of impious and vici¬ 
ous kings, fell into the idolatrous practices of neigh¬ 
bouring nations. They ere&ed magnificent te'm- 
p!es, and confecrated groves and horfes and chariots, 
to the fun and moon, to the planets, and all the 
hofts of heaven. A malicious and cruel deity 
Moloch, was worfhipped, by offering living children 
in facrifice. The falfe gods of the nations, the 
fcriptures condemn, by the name of abominations. 
1 has we read of Aftaroth, the abominations of the 
Zidonians,—Chemofh, the abomination of the 
Moab | ^ ' * tH A > /A £m A- L _ . _ _ ^ ^ 1 V 
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of the Phiiiftines,—Baal, the abomination of "the 
Syrians. 

Idol gods were exceedingly multiplied. Every 
nation had^ its principal god, and each province, 
town and family, its iubordinate, tutelary deitv 
A_1 * . \ 3 r K r , . ‘ J J * 
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honor of their lafcivious gods and goddefles. Vir¬ 
gins were proftituted in their tempies ; and the God 
of intemperence and of luft, worftfipped in a manner 
fuited to their characters, and all manner of beaftlv • * - ** 
vices prevailed. The condemnation of the fin of 
idolatry, is therefore placed at the beginning of the 
moral law, as the greatcft fin of which mankind can 
be guilty. Idolatry prevailed not only among the 
moft ignorant, but the moft learned nations. The 
Egyptions were celebrated for political wifdom and 
human fcience, yet were moft addidted to this grofs 
and impious fuperftition, and exceeded all nations 
in the number and meannefs of their gods. They 
worfhipped a living calf, in magnificent temples, as 
their chief god; and paid divine honors to cats 
and crocodiles, and other vile animals, and even to 
the vegetables which grew' in their gardens, and 
devoured the gods whom they adored. O facred 
folly, and blind impiety ! Left to the guidance of 
depraved pafiions and propenfities, how fruitful is 
the h ear t of man, in evaiions to loofe the knowledge 
and re] eft the worfhip' of the one only high and holy 
God, the former of all things ! 

II. A not hep. fpecies of idolatry is, worfhipping 
God by images, fvmhols, or vdible reprefentations. 
God is a fpirit; he is not comprehended by our 
icnfts. Altho’ the works of creation and provi¬ 
dence, and the word of God, proclaim his being 
and ovrffvdons, vet we fee not God with our bodily 
fur hr. But men have invented images, figures ana 
pictures to rep relent the invifible Jehovah, and 
worfhipped them. 1 he difference between this kind 
of idolatry and that juft mentioned is, that this 
prol e lies to worfhip the true God in the image, the 
cthcr vacrft:i. s r.n hr ace, to the exc!uficn cl the true 

G V vi , Or.e is the vvoifhip of feme creature u.flead 



of God, the other is the worfliip of God in or with 
a creature. This branch of Pagan idolatry has been 
revived and practiced, many ages, in the church of 
Home, There they pay divine honors to the bread 
and wine in the eucharifts, ahfurdly imagining that 
thofe elements are converted into the real body and 
blood of Chrift. They worfliip the fuppofed wood 
of the crofs and numerous relicks -9 the images of 
angels, faints, apoftles and the virgin Mary. Tho* 
they alledge that they worfhip not the images, but 
the holy beings reprefented by them, yet this wor- 
fhip, according to their own juftification of it, is ex- 
prefsiy and fevers!y prohibited, both in the firffc and 
fecond precepts of the law. But as this branch of 
idolatry will with greater propriety come into confi- 
deration under the next precept, I (hall not anticipate 
it, but conclude this divilion of the fubjeft, with 
./hewing the folly, guilt and mifery, of the idolatry 
here condemned. 

To us it may well appear ftrange, that mankind 
fhould fo grofsly miftake the objedl of religious wor- 
fhip, and loofe the knowledge of God, and pay thofe 
divine honors to creatures, which are to God.— 
They were fincere in their worfliip ; they confided 
in the power of idol gods to help them, in times of 
trouble. How fervent were the worfhippers of Baal, 
in the days of Elijah ! But fince God has given to 
mankind in ail ages fuch dear evidences of his being 
and perfections, can we wonder at the manifeftationjs 
of his wrath againft idolaters, that he fhould, and in 
righteous judgment, withdraw from them, his 
reftraining and faving grace ; and give them up to 
reprobation, and to work all kinds of wickednefs 
with greedinefs, and thus ripen themfelves for an 
aggravated condemnation. Such idolaters fhut their 
eyes againft the light, choofing darknefs rather than 
light, becaufe their deeds are evil. 



54 
■ aim— 

As idolatry is the nrft and greateft fin of which 
mankind can be guilty ; God has inflicted on grofs 
idolaters, thefevereftfpiritual judgments; as St. Paul 
observes was the cafe with the pagan world. “ Who, 
becaufe when they knew God, they glorified him not 
as God, neither were thankful, but became vain in 
tueir imaginations, and their fooiilh heart was dark¬ 
ened, and changed the glory of the incorruptable 
God, into an image made like to corruptable man, 

bn ds, and four footed beads and creeping 
things •, wherefore God alio gave them up to un- 
cieannefs, thro’ the luffs of their own hearts, to dis¬ 
honor their own bodies between themfeives, who 
changed the truth of God into a lie, and worfhipped 
and ferved the creature, more than the creator, who 
is bleffed forever. Ijor this caule God gave them 
up to the vile affections;—and even as they did 
not like to retain God in their knowledge, God 
gave them over to a reprobate mind j being 
filled with all unrighteoufnefs,—hateful, and hating 
one another.” 

; come lafily, to fpeak of a fpecies of idolatry 
different fi-om thofe now mentioned; an idolatry 
alas, but too common at the prefent day, and of 
which we are all no doubt, in a greater cr lefs degree 
chargab'e ; it is aJpiritual idolatry, in which the mind 
and affections are placed on the world, and the thines 
of the world, as the chief good and happinefs of the 
foul. 

This is a fecret kind of idolatry, ofttimes fo hid¬ 
den, as not to he difcerned by ourfelves, and muc[i 
kfs hv ethers. An evil that mixes itfelf with out 
rally labors,—with our relative and fecial duties, 
vvrth our religious profeffions, and devotional exer- 
edes. I or it God is not conftantlv and forever the 

/ 



chief objeff of our love, our defire, our trufi:, our 
hope and our happinefs ; our hearts are not right, 
and we are chargable with the fin of loving and ferv- 
ing ourfelves, or the creature, more than we ought, 
and are guilty offpiritual idolatry. God as the firft 
and greateft being, demands our fupretne love and 
obedience j if then, 

i. We ftrive to pleafe, or fear to offend, any 
creature though the moft powerful, created being, 
more than to pleafe God, his holy law condemns us 
therein, for he is higher than the highefi: and de¬ 
mands our highefi: regard. No creature or thing 
ought to command our highefi: and mod: profound 
obedience, love and fear. Thefe fnould ever have 
God for their object. “ Fear not them that kill 
the body, but are not able to kill the foul, but fear 
him who is able to defiroy, both body and foul in 
hell.” 

God is thefovereign Creator and proprietor of us 
and all things, and we cannot be under equal obli¬ 
gations to any other, and therefore, fhould fear,’ 
ferve and obey him, firft and before all others. 

We are conffantlv in the prefence of Jehovah, 
our fovereign Creator and merciful redeemer, and 
ougnt ever to bear on cur minds, a folemn fenfe of 
his prefeace, and of our obligations, and depen¬ 
dence ; and if we love, efteern, or reverence any 
creature, more than God at any time, vve offend,* 
and are chargable with idolatry. 

.2. We are alfo guilty of idolatry, when we love 
ourfelves fupremely ; when felf is the objed: that we 
feek principly to ferve and pleafe. God was the 
fupreme oojedi: of man’s love and compiacencv, at 
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the creation, but at the fall, the deitv was dethoned 
from the human heart, and the idol fe!f, was fet up 
as the chief objeCt of love and complacency ; fo that 
nov/ in his fallen ftate, man is a lover of himfelf, 
more than a lover of God.55 Divine c-race dethrones 
this idol, andreftores the foul to God. How great 
and offenfive mu ft this fin be in the fight of God, 
* ^ ^ o * 

that the creature fhould prefer himfelf to God, and 
ferveand pleafe himfelf, tho5 a worthlefs, offending, 
helplefs creature rather than God3 the blefied crea¬ 
tor ? 

T his felfifh difpofition in the finner, would incline 
him, to‘bring the whole Univerfe to his will and 
pleafure, fince his own intereft and happiiiefs is the 
chief objecft of his wifhes and defires ; yea, he would 
make the deity fubfervient to his will and pleafure, 
had he power, and dethrone the fovereign of the 
Univerfe. Dreadful thought! yet fnuft this be 
indeed the ftate of the firmer, who loves himfelf 
more than God. What impious idolatry then are 
all they chargable with, in whofe heart true love to 
God, is not found ? 

3. It is idolatry to love the world more than 
God. To purfue after the wealth, the honors and 
pleafures thereof, as the chief good and happinefs, 
is vile idolatry. It is placing this perifhable 
world and the goods of it in the pi ace of God. It 
is making provifion for the fleih to fulfil the iufts 
thereof, and ferving mammon the God of this 
world, with the beft affections* The apoiile con¬ 
demns covetoufnefs as idolatry. T he lover of this 

in the fight of God, is no doubt as guilty of idola¬ 
try, as the pagan, who worfhips the iun or the moon, 
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yea, the pagan is lefs criminal, becaufe theobjedis 
more worthy. 

How many then are guilty of the fin of idolatry, 
and of having other gods, befides the only true Je¬ 
hovah ? All thofe who are depending on any thing 
fhort of Chrift for falvation, or a fincere repentance^ 
and forfaking of their fins, and a humble and cordial 
reliance on the righteoufnefs of their faviour, are 
fetting up a faviour of their own, in oppofition to 
God, and fo are chargable with the fin of idolatry. 
All thofe who rejed the revelation of the divine will, 
teaching men the way of duty and happineis, and 
profefs to take their fcanty reafon, and their inter¬ 
pretation of the law of nature as their guide to hap- 
pinefs, fet lip their own will in oppofition to the 
will of God revealed in the gofpel of his fon, and 
are guilty of idolatry. In a word, all thofe who 
Jove not God fuprentely, and delight to honor, ferve 
and obey him, fall under the condemnation of this 
firft great law of our rational nature. 

SoMe REFLECTIONS on this fubied will con¬ 
clude. 

1. We are taught that God atone is the fuprems 
objed of our religious worfhip, love and obedience. 
Let us ftrive to know, worlhip, and ferve no other 
G^ He is the infinite Jehovah, who has given 
us hfe and being, in whofe hands are all our wavs 
who lias given us his fon, “ the brightnefs of'his 
glory, and the exprefs image of his peribn,” to 
enlighten ».»d fandify us, and to redeem us from 
all our woes, and raife us to immortal felicity . 

Wh at obligations are we 
kindnefi, fhewn even to the 

H 

under for fu&h infinite 
ev ** and unt bank Tut ^ 
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If infinite excellence,—if almighty power,—if ur£ 
hounded goodnefs, and fpotlefs purity and perfec¬ 
tion, are worthy our fupreme love and obedience, 
then do we owe them to God. If we derive our 
being from, God,—-if his conftant and merciful 
providence continually fupplies our vvants,™if wheft 
We had fallen, and become liable to fuller the pains 
of endlefs punifhment, his mercy interpofed, and 
laid help on one mighty to fave; if it is the will of 
God that none of us fhould perifh, but that we all 
might inherit eternal life ; and rich provifion is now 
made for our redemption ; we hence infer that 
ought to love, lerve, worfhip, obey and pieafe God, 
for this has his unmerited love and grace, fhewn 
to us. To love him becaufe he firft loved us, and 
fent his fon to be the propitiation for our fins, when 
we were moft unworthy,' vile and deferving the pains 
of hell.- 

II. We hence infer our obligations to our Lord 
Jefus Chrift, thro’ whom there is accefs to God, 
even the father: By his bleffed mediation, he hath 
brought about reconciliation •, thro* whom with 
humble boldnefs, and filial confidence, we may 
approach the throne of grace, and implore grace to 
help us, in every time of need. Divine honors 
belong to the fon , and it is no idolatry to worfhip 
him, for he rs one with the father, whom the holy 
angels worfhip, and who received divine worfhip 
from men, even when he condefcended t© call him- 
felf the ion of man. 

When none of the fons of the mighty, none of 
thofe morning ftars, the holy angels, the fons of 
God by adoption, were equal to the arduous work 
of man’s redemption, it pleated the uncreated and 
eternal fon of the father, to veil his glories in 

tagauseA 
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humanity, and become a fufferer, “ and a man of 
forrows, that he might, by tafting death for us, 
deliver us from death, and from him that hath the 
power of death, that i$ the devil, and bring us 
nigh to God even the father, of whom are all things., 
?nd we in him,” 

' 

III. Let us then labor to fecute an intereft in his 
Tighteouihefs, that we may be faved from the wrath 
lo come, and “ ferye God acceptably, with rever 
rence and godly fear, for our God is a confuming 
fire*” It is thro5 Chrift, that we come to God 
acceptably. Our worfhip and obedience to God will 
not find acceptance, but only in the name and medi¬ 
ation of his fon. <c There is no other name given 
among men, whereby we can be faved.” 

In our unrenewed and unholy ftate by nature, we 
cannot worfhip God acceptably. A new heart rnuft 
be given us, and a new fpirit put within us, would 
we have God for our God, and acceptably ferve him. 

As necefiary to this, the gofpei of the bleffed 
Saviour exhorts us to repentance for fin, and ccnver- 
lion to God, which confifts in the heart: turning 
from aJl idols, to the love, the worfhip, and iervice 
of God. Grace makes a great change in the mind9 
breaking it off from a finful conformity to this world, 
and transforming us into a refemblance of Chriff, 
enlightning us into the knowledge of God, and 
inclining us to keep his laws with all our heart. 

That worfhip, firs, that God demands of us k 
fpiritual, it is the worfhip, love and obedience of 
the foul. The Lord fearcheth the heart, he 
demands truth and fincerity there. ** The facrifice 
gf the Lord are a broken fpirit,” a heart humble* 



holy, teachable and heavenly. Without this, the 
external obedience that we pay in outward forms of 
worihip, are of no avail. “ For bodily exercife 
profiteth little, but godlinefs is profitable unto all 
things,” having the promife of the life that now is* 
and of that which is to come. Let us not 44 draw 
nigh to him in profeffion, while our hearts are fa£ 
from him.” ‘ ' '' ' ‘ 

Let us oft repair to the throne of grace* for the 
true worfhipper of God, and obferver of his law, 
will be much in prayer, conlcious of his own blind- 
ntfs in fpiritual things, he will come to the foun¬ 
tain of light, that the eyes of his underftanding being 
enlightened, 44 he may know and approve, what is 
the good and acceptable and perfect will of the Lord* 
And if any man lack wifdom, let him, alk of God, 
who giveth to all men liberally and upbraideth not.*; 

IV. We learn the unhappy and dangerous condi¬ 
tion of thofe who are ignorant of God ; 44 who livev 
without God in the world.” Wo read of the wicked, 
that w God is not in all their thoughts,” or in any 
of them. Their condition in the future world will 
be milerable beyond conception , for the fupreme 
Judge ofth% world will condemn thofe 4* who know 
not God, to everiafting deftru&ion, from the pre- 
knee of the Lord.” There can be no faving know¬ 
ledge of God, but thro’ Jefus Chrift his fon. 44 For 
this is life eternal to know thee, the only true Godt 
and Jefus Chrift whom thou haft fent.” They 
whofe minds are conformed to the law of God, and 
to the gofpel of his fon, who renounce ungodli- 
nefs and worldly lufts, living foberly, rightecuily and 
godly in the world, will thro’ the grace and mercy* 
of God in Chrift, be admitted to eternal lifej 
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Lastly, let us all in truth and fincerfry, and 
with all our hearts, honor, worfhip and ferve the 
only true God, who has gracioufly revealed to us 
in the gofpel by his fbn, more clearly the knowledge 
of his chara&er, and our whole duty than was 
revealed in ancient times. Let us continually 
meditate on his being and perfections, and “ in the 
multitude of our thoughts, may the comforts of 
God, delight our fouls.31 Let us worfhip him by 
our lips and our lives, by fecret and public devotion, 
prayer and praife ; and by confecrating our fouls 
and their immortal powers, our life, our time, our 
ftudies, purfuits and talents, to his fervice and 
glory,—whom to ferve and worjfhip, in truth and 
Sincerity, is our chief and higheft duty ; in whofe, 
favor is immortal life. He hath commanded us to 
have no other god ; let our hearts reply, this God is 
aur God, and him only will we love and ferve, now 
&nd evermore, 
j. 

AMEN; 
- <- < i t u 



SERMON J: 

The Chriftian ritual, or the manner in which God 
is to be worlhippod* 

PRECEPT S E C 0 N J1 

Exobus xx. 4, 5 and 6. 

fhou Jhalt not make unto thee any graven image, 0# 
tiny likenefs of any things that is in heaven above, op 

is in the earth beneath, or that is in the watery 
under the earth. 

'Then Jhalt not bow down thyfelf to them> nor fervB 
them : for I the Lord thy God am a jealous God\ vijjt- 
ing the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the 
third and fourth generation of them that hate me 

And (hewing 7nercy unto thoufands of them that hit 
fne, and keep my commandments. 

¥T is obfervahle in the pages of in'fpiration, as 
A was fuggefted in a preceding difcourfe, that 
ivhen a fin or vice is forbidden, the oppofite virtue 
dr duty is commanded, tho5 it may not be exprefsly 
mentioned. 1 hat this is the cafe with the precepts 
df this divine law, is manifeft by the reafon of 
things, the tenor cf revelation, and by the expo- 
fition given of them, by our infallible teacher, 
*ho came to fulfil the law, as recorded by the 
Svangclifl Matthew* Thus the prohibition of 



falfe gods In tfie fii ft precept, as forcibly obliges 
ns to know, worfhip love and obey the true 
Cod, as it condemns otir triiltiftg in, or vvorfhipping 
falfe gods ; and in the feccnd, the prohibition of 
tvorfhipping God by images, requires that v.e worfhip 
him agreeably to his holy Sndfpiritua! nature. This 
precept bears a near refemblance to the firlh The 
difference is, that the firft teaches us that God is 
the alone rightful object of our worfhipj and that 
th is glory ho will not allow us to give to any other \ 
and the fecond teaches us, the manner in which we 
are to worfhip and ferve him, God forbids us to 
worfhip him by images, figures, ftatutes, pictures* 
or any vifible refemblance of the works of nature or 
art; for nothing can be made or formed, worthily 
to reprefent the infinite and immenfe Jehovah, the 
eternal and invifible fpirit. We are hence to infer 
that God is to be wcrfhipped by our fpirits, as well 
ae externally. For the law demanding our obedi¬ 
ence, is fpititua), extending to the exercifes of thd 
heart, demanding truth and fincerity there, u God 
is a fpirit, and the true worfhippers, worfhip the 
father in fpirit and in truth/5 It is proper for us 
to notice the wisdom of the fupreme lawgiver, in thd 
arrangement of the precepts. The mofi folemn and 
important are firft delivered. The greateft fin of 
which mankind can be guilty, is firft forbidden ; 
the fin of having* a falfe god, in whom to place our 
truft j and the firft and greateft duty and felicity of 
rational creatures required, which is our having the 
true God for our God, our portion and happinefs. 
T he next greateft duty is to worfhip and ferve the 
true God acceptably ; and the next greateft fin, is 

% # • n • ^ **— 
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id in g our worfhi ip, love an; obedience between 
i rod and creatures; or worfnipping him in or by 
images. And the fin forbidden and duties required 

the teconu precept, are greater than thole ot the 
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third, and thofe of the third, than thofe of the 
fourth. A fimilar gradation of relative duties to¬ 
wards our fellow men is objervable in the fecond table 
of this divine law. 

Awful penalties are annexed to the fin here for¬ 
bidden. “ Viliting the iniquities of the fathers upon 
the children, to the third and fourth generation of 
them that hate God.” What is propofed is, 

I. Some further incidental remarks on that fpedes 
of idolatrous worlbip, here forbidden. 

* 

II. The nature and qualifications of that true and 
acceptable woHhip, which God hath appointed. 

III. An explanation of the penalty of this law, 
<c vifiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the chil¬ 
dren,” 

IV. The motives to animate us to the true and 
acceptable worfliip of God, contained in the 
prdmife, fhewing mercy to thoufands of them 
that love me and keep my commandments.” 

\ 

s 

i. The reafon given why God fhal! not be wor- 
/hipped by images, is that no image can repre- 
fent him. Images are material, local and perifha- 
ble ^ and God is a fpirit, eternal, omniprefent, and 
mcorruptable. Our thoughts are loft in the contem¬ 
plation of his immenfity. To form an image of 
God, is to degrade the glory and dignity of his 
nature and perfections ; and is contrary to his exprefs 
will. Ail images or figures of the deity, formed 
either by our imaginations or by the hands of men, 
fall infinitely fhort of the divine original, and tend 
to diveft the mind of thofe pure and fublime concep- 
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tions which we ought ever to have of God, as a 
being uncompounded, invifibie, omniprefent.— 

ley are impious attempts to bring down the Deity 
to the level oi our coiiipreheniion. 

2. Another reafon of the prohibition is the 
danger of our giving thofe divine honors to the 
image, ratner than to God. And this hath been 
the cafe. Images were probably firft invented, that 
the minds of men might by them be more folemnly 
arrectea with a fenfe of the prefence of God. And 
aiiociating in their idea, the fpecial prefence of God 
in the image, they imperceptably fell into the wor- 
flap of the image ltfelf, as God, or the fenfible 
leprdentative or fome of his attributes. 

. The heathen have fixed upon various objects or 
images, becaufe of feme fuppofed likenefs in them 
to him whom they pro felled to worihip. Ufin^ 
thefe to excite their devotion they have bv an eafy 
tranfition gone on to worihip the image with God, 
and finally to terminate their worihip on the fenfelefs 
objed. Thus pagans in former times, and panifts 
Sl. the preient day, bow down to images and figures 
of the Deity. The Grecians and Romans vvcnhic- 
ped the fupreme being, in the image and name of 
Jupiter, and alio various fubortiinate deities, as 
reprefentatives of the providences and perfections of 
God, or as appointed to prefide over the affairs and 
the employments of men, in different parts of the 
univerle. 

We have a remarkable infiance of this fenfelefs 
worihip of images, even among the learned Ephe- 
fians, in the days of the apollles. Demetrius, a 
zealous idolater, accufed the apcftle, “ faying, this 
Eaul hath perfuaded and turned away much people. 
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faying that they be no gods which are made with 
hands,—lb that the great goddefs Diana is in danger 
of being defpifed, whom all Afia, and the world 

.worlhippeth. And they cried out, for the fpace of 
two hours, great is Diana of the Ephefians,—what 
man is there that knoweth not, how that the city of 
the Ephefians, is a worshipper of the great goddefs 
Diana, and of the image that foil down from 
Jupiter?” 

Our Celtic and Saxon anceffors were idolatrous 
worfliippers of images. They worfhipped the idol 
Woden, the imaginary God of battles, onWednef- 
day, (from whom the day derives its name.) And 
the idol Thor, the god of thunder, on Thurfday; 
And they worlhipped Gcd by images, or deities of 
their own imagination, for a ccnfiderable time after 
Chrifi: came ; and were among the laft of the paean 
nations, within the bounds of the ancient Roman 
empire, who renounced the worfliip of idols, and 
embraced the chriftian faith. 

_ It is a remarkable fad:, confirmed by authentic 
hiftorians, tna^, by the preaching or the apoffles, 
the idolatrous oracles of the heathen nations, in 
Europe and Afia, from whence, evil fpirits, by 
the mouths of falfe prophets had iTilled orders and 
predi&ions, were filenced and ftruck dumb ; and 
tneir temples, foon after were forfaken, or converted 
into churches of Chrift, This was a wonderful dif- 
play of the power of C hr ill, over the powers of 
darknefs, and the accompiifhment of one defign of 
his divine mifiion, who came to deftroy the works 
and the vifible worfhip of the devil. A fpecimen 
of this power he had given to his difeiples before 
his afeenfion, when they returned to Chrift, from 



the mlffion on which he had fent them to preachy 
rejoicing at the fuccefs, “ faying Lord, even the 
devils are fubjed to us, thro5 thy name,” 

The worfhip cf Invifible beings by images* 
however covered with the pretence of honoring God 
by them, was in reality, the grand inftrument by 
which Satan maintained a vifible kingdom on earth, 
ruling in the children of difobedience. But the light 
cf the gofpel fhone into his dark retreats, and his 
kingdom fell, as with lightning from heaven. Af¬ 
ter feveral ages had elapfed, the folly and wickednefs 
cf pagan idolatry was revived in the church of 
Rome. There they canonize and worfhip dead 
men, and fome who had been infamous for vice, or 
had no other merit, but that of being benefactors to 
the Romifh fuperftition. They worfhip the image of 
the virgin Mary, the apathies and angels, paying 
divine honors to them, as protectors and mediators. 
Thus by degrading the bleffed and only mediator, 
and by fetting up idols and themfelves above God; 
and by the traffic of indulgences in all manner of 
fins, they have evinced themfelves, to be indeed 
the “ mother of abominations, and the antichrift, 
whom God will deftroy, with the brightnefs of 
his appearing.55 

Deviations from the pure and fpiritdal law of 
divine worfhip to the one only true God, are folemn- 
ly forbidden. Thou Jhalt not make unto thee, any 
likenefs of any thing that is in heaven above ; either 
the iun, moon, planets or ftars, * or of birds,—the 
idol gods of theCtialdeans and eaftern nations. Or in 
the earth beneath \ as dead men, four-footed beafts, 
ferpents and the like,—the idol Gods of the Egyp¬ 
tians. Or in the waters under the earth \ as croco¬ 
diles and fillies \ the latter was worfhipped by the 
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Canaanites, and the former by the Egyptians. By 
this particular prohibition, it pleated God to guard 
the ancient church, from the idolatrous ways of 
furrounding nations. Images are not forbidden, 
except iuch as were defigned as reprefentations of 
fpiritual things and obje&s of religious wonhip •, as 
appears by the command to make a brazen ierpent, 
and the figures of Cherubims, and the brazen bulls 
at the temple built bv Solomon. Chriftians are not 
forbidden to make decent images, ftatutes or pic¬ 
tures of perfona or things. But any picture or 
image intended to reprefent the incomprehensible 
Jehovah, is at all times prohibited, as impious. 
As a reafon to enforce the obfervance of this pre¬ 
cept, Mofes reminds the people of Ifrael, that they 
faw no manner of fimilitude of God at Sinai, and 
that they only heard a voice, from the nr.dft of th« 
awful and glorious feene, that covered the mount. 

1, 
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The prophet Elijah, by a folemn irony, rid 
cules the worfhip of Baa!, and their god. r.l l 
prophet Ifaiah in the fame ftrain, feverely cenfures 
the folly of idol-worfhip. c; The frnith with the 
tongs both worketh in the coals, and rafhioneth it 
with hammers, and worketh it with the ftrength of 
liis arms the carpenter ftrctcheth out his rule* 
he marketh it with a line, and compafs, and maketh 
it after the figure of a man. He planteth an alia 
and the rain doth nourifh it, with part oi it he kind-> 
Jeth a fire, and baketh bread; with part of it 
maketh a god, and worfnippeth it; he falleth down 
before it, and prayeth unto it, and faith deliver me 
for thou art my God.” 

a 

This precept forbids us to give that love and de¬ 
pendence to any creature which belongs only to 
God, who is a jealous God, {peaking after the man- 
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fr f and *ho will not fuffer a rival In our 
fcea, This command therefore refpeds our diu 

heart> “ We!1 33 our e*ernal homage. 
k ¥ i w co m c ^ ^ 

II. To fpeak of the nature and qualities of that 
true and acceptable wor/hip, which God hath an- 

J’C,l“r! “ .worCliP God Spiritually, L 
> , -■ ana ma way and manner agreea- 
kjJ'/ nt0 ^1S ho*y mature, and revealed will. No 
worfhip, can be acceptable to God, but fuch as he 
ba'a erected, I iis will difcovered by the lmht of 
nature, but eipeciall-y by the clearer light of revela- 
tion, is our only guide, in this interefting enquiry. 
Wherewith ih*H guilty offenders come acceptably 
btrore^Gea, ana bow themfelves before the Moil: 
Kigh? is an enquiry, which receives a fatisfadory 
amwer, only from the revealed will of God The 
vifeft heathen were in the dark as to this important 
matter ; and knew not how to approach the holy 
prefence or God, with acceptance. But the holv 
scriptures have -.revealed to us the will of God, and 
the way of our acceptance by the righteoufnefs and 
meaiauen oi Jef'us Cnrift. There we are taught the 
neceffity of a humble, teachable and reiigned fpirit 
willing to know and pradice the will of God. That 
to worfhip him to acceptance, we mud renounce all 
finiu! lulls, paffions and appetites, as fcnfuaiity, 
pride, envy, cerfforioufnefs and the love of this 
world, and that bur hearts be pure, fincere, and 
fif ed with the love of God, and of mankind. And 
that to worth ip him acceptably, we mud come in the 
way of grace revealed in the gofpel, expeding audi- 
ance and acceptance only in the name, and thro’ the 
merits and mediation of our Lord Jefus ChrilL— 

M He is thc way. the truth and the life ; and none 
femcth to the father, but by him.’’ 
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A necefiary qualification of our acceptance with 
God in our worfhip of him, is a humble fenfe and 
confeffion of unworthinefs. That of ourfelves we 
have not any righteoufnefs, goodnefs or merit to 
claim his favourable notice,—that we are fallen^ 
gunty offenders againfi: his holy law, and are juftly 
condemned to fuffer its awful curfes, that the law is 
holy, juic and good, but that we are unholy, an- 
righteous and vile. T. he important and requisite 
qualification of the finners acceptance with God, is & 
confcioufnds of unworthinefs and a fenfe of depen¬ 
dence on tne rich mercy of God in the redeemer*- 

et L?t not corifcieace make you linger* 
“ Nor of funefs fondly dream ; 
All the fitnefs he requireth, 

“ Is to fed your need of him.” 

The firmer before he has this preparation of heart 
to worjhip God acceptably, may imagine that he has 
Reed of nothing, but upon the plan of the covenant 
°* £race> ^e_ muft be indeed convinced that be is 
poor and miferable, as to his fpiritual condition, 
beiore he will be difpofed to prize the remedy which 
grace has provided for the guilty and helplefs. H' 

J J "3 -I'-w liid 

plan of fovereign grace which gives all the glory 
or ms laivation to God. Christ came, not to call, 
t Vw ngateous, or thofe who are righteous in their 
own apprehenfion, but finners, who are indeed fen-- 
nb.e t.ut they are finners to repentance and felva- 
tion. but this is a condition which erodes the 
natural pride of the human heart, and difpofes men 
L° rcj?l£ fbeconwidtions of the divine fpirit,* and their 
own laivation. The firmer turns from the fmht of 
his own deformity, as feen in the glafs of the law, 
indchoofes not to view himfelf as a guilty criminal 
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in the prefence of God, and in a hopelefs and lielplefs 
condition. But without this difcovery realized, 
there can be no falvation, for the finner will not 
be difpofed to receive with humble gratitude the 
fai vation which the gofpel proclaims, uniefs fenfible 
that he faall peri hi without it. This fubmiflion of 
the foul to the plan of grace in our fai vation, is 
therefore much infilled on in the gofpel as requifite 
to acceptance with God, who cc exalts and gives 
grace to the humble, but abafes the proud.53 

2. Connected with this difcovery of ourfelves, 
is a fincere repentance of fin before God and a fincere 
reformation of heart and life. That (late of mind 
before mentioned prepares the way for this. Con¬ 
viction of impotency and unrighteoufnefs is neceffa- 
ry to repentance. We muft firft be confcious that 
we have offended,-—and that we are unable to redeem 
ourfelves from condemnation, before we fhall be 
difpofed to confe-fs and forfake fin, and implore 
forgivenefs. And to create in us this right difpofi- 
tion, the goodnefs of God to finners, hath furnilhed 
us with a rich variety of means, happily calculated 
to aecoroplifii the end,—iuch as the holy feriptures* 
fabhaths, ordinances—providences—the admoni¬ 
tions of confidence and the operations of the divine 
fpirit on our minds. This heavenly agent is divine¬ 
ly commiffioned, by his powerful influence on the 
mind, to convince of fin, of righteoufnefs and the 
judgment to come ; and to make the inftrumental 
means of light apd grace effedtua! to the finners repen¬ 
tance and conversion. This he does by fetting 
before the mind the terrors of the law, broken by 
tranfgreffion i convincing the finner that he has 
offended, and fallen under the fentence of condem* 
T union, and this prepares the tubjech 
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, To refortto Jefus Chrift the divinely appoint¬ 
ed faviour of finners, and to commit himfelf to him, 
confiding in his finifhed and all-fufficient righteouf! 
nefs for acceptance with God, and a title to eternal 
life. The acceptable worfhipper believes in God j 
** f°r he that cometh to God muft believe that he 
is j and without faith it is impollible to pleafe himt 
Without fuch an operative faith in God, as compre¬ 
hends the knowledge of, and love to his character 
and laws, our external devotion is but a lifelefs 
form. Connected with a faving, operative faith in 
God, as merciful to finners, is faith in Jefus Chrift, 
by whom we have accefs to the father. He is the 
only mediator between God and man, and the foul 
prepared for falvation confides in him, repofing its 
immortal interefts in his hand, on whom the father 
hath laid, help, mighty to fave. “ Ye believe in 
God,” fays our Lord to his difciples, “ believe alfo 
in me. Wre are juftified and faved only on account 
of his permit righteoufnefs, for whofe fake a holv 
Goa heareth and accepteth finners. And to entitle 
us to the preient and everlafting benefits of that 
rightcou.nefs, it is neceffary upon the plan of the 
gofpel, that we believe in Jefus Chrift, or gratefully 
and without referve, confide in him as the “ Lord 
our. righteoufnefs.” For he has magnified the law 
wuicn we have tranfgreffed, and which we cannot 
iatisry ; and the benefits and bleffings of that right¬ 
eoufnefs are offered to all, and conveyed to them 
who believe in him. And none but thofe who 
believe are qualified to poffefs that bleffednefs. 

The fcnptcres teach us, that faving faith in God, 
and in our divine faviour is an effed of an important 
and furpnfing change ; called “ a new heart, a new 

'fmt’ ?nd S' b£mS again.” Thefe figuratd 
tsims uo nDt imP!}' that any new faculty is given* 

K 
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or phyfical change made as to the effentk! powers of 
the foul, but that the change is in the difpofition of 
the mind towards fpiritual objects. The fubjedl of 
this grace has a new tafte for fpiritual enjoyments. 
Sin is offenfive and hateful, and holinefs lovely 
and defir able. The mind thus rightly difpofed to 
the objects which religion prefents to its view, may 
be faid to be born into a new world of fpiritual life, 
objeds and enjoyments. Old things are paffed 
away and behold all things are new. The new 
exercifes of heart, in confequence of thefe right 
views of God, and of the Saviour, are exprefted in 
the gofpel, by coming to Chrift,—believing and 
trufting in him,—receiving Chrift,—hungering and 
thirfting after righteoufnefs,—putting off the old 
man with his deeds which are corrupt,^ and putting 
on the new man, which after God, or in conformity 
to him, is created in holinefs and righteoufnefs. 
That faith in Chrift which jollifies is a living and 
operative principle, producing purity of heart and 
the works of holy obedience. Thefe juftify the 
believers faith and prove it evangelical, and confirm 
his hope in Chrift. The defign of their redemption 
from the dominion of fin and from the condemna¬ 
tion cf the law, is that they fhould ferve God in 
newnefs of fpirit, and be a peculiar people, to the 
praife of him, who hath called them out of darknefs 
into marvellous light. “ Ye were lometimes dark¬ 
nefs, but now are ye light in the Lord, walk as 
children! of the light.” 

This preparation, firs, Is moft necefiary for usr 
upon the plan of the covenant of grace, would we 
hope to ferve and worfhip a holy God,- with accep¬ 
tance. Let us then with earneft and perfevering 
importunity, humbly lookup to the father of lights, 
from whom cometh down all good and perfect gifts 



that he would give us a new heart and grace, 
whereby we may worfliip and ferve him acceptably 
with reverence and love and Godly fear, now and 
evermore, 

AMEN; 
* 



SERMON VI. 

The Chriftian ritual, or the manner in which God 
is to be worfhipped: •—explanation of the penaitv, 
and of the promife, annexed to the fecond precept 
of the law. 
i | 

Exodus xx. 4, 5 and 6. 

Thu fhalt not make unto thee any graven image, or 
any likenefs of any thing, that is in heaven above, or 
that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water 
under the earth. '* 

Thou fhalt not bow down thyfelf to them, nor ferve 
them: for 1 the Lord thy God am a jealous God, vifit- 
ing the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the 
third and fourth generation of them that hate me; 

'And Jhewing mercy unto thoufands of them that love 
one, and keep my commandments. 

AVING in the proceeding diicourfe, eilablifh- 
, ed the foundation of acceptable worth ip, in 

the heart renewed after the image of God, by a 
holy principle, producing the good works of repen¬ 
tance, faith and univerfal obedience ; we now pro- 
ceed to fhew in fundry particulars, the nature o 
that religious worfnip of God, which is commanded 
% the moral and evangelical law. 

of 

C 

Prayer is a motal and religious duty 3 on? 



abfolute dependence on God, for all that we pcf- 
efs or enjoy, and lor all that good and happinefs 

which we hope for, in time, and forever, teaches 
sis to acknowledge God in all our ways, and in all 
his mercies and providences, towards ourlelves and 
others. The light of nature teaches men to ac¬ 
knowledge, with gratitude to God, their depend¬ 
ence, for in him we live and move and have our 

; and to prefent confiantly the tribute' of 
thankfgiving and praife, for all mercies ; and fince 
specially we have offended God by fin, that we 
humbly confefs to God our fins, and implore his 
merciful forgivenefs. 

. Wg are, by prayer and fupplication, with thankf, 
giving, to make known our requeft to God. “ I 
exhort,” lays St. Paul, “therefore, that firft of 
all fupplications, prayers, intercelfions, and giving 
of thanks, be made for all men,—for this is good 
and acceptable in the fight of God our Saviour.” 

2. Reading, preaching and hearing the word of 
God, is a part of that religious worlhip, which God 
hath appointed. “ How ihall they believe in him 
of whom they have not heard, and how Ihall they 
hear without a preacher ? “ So faith cometh by 
hearing, and hearing by the word of God,” God 
hath appointed fiated, and regular attendence, on 
his word and ordinances, as the ordinary way of 
obtaining fpiritual and faving knowledge. He 
meets his fincere worfhippers and bleffes them in his 
houfe or prayer. “ The Lord lcveth the gates of 
.Zion, where full aiTemblies meet to pray and praife 
and hear,” more than all the private dwellings of 
Jacob. The apoftles of Chrifi, went abroad a- 
mong the nations, preached the word of falvation, 
and gathered churches to Chrifi, anjong idolatrous 



gentiles." The eftablifhment of chriftlan churches* 
among the nations had been predicted by ancient 
prophets. From the rifing of the fun, even 
unto the going down of the fame, my name fhall be 
great among the gentiles, and in every place incenle 
(of prayer and praifej fhali be offered unto my 
name, and a pure offering; for my name fhall be 
great among the heathen.5* God has appointed* 
that in thefe affemblies we hear his word with rever¬ 
ence, and receive it with love and obedience.-— 
“ Keep thy, foot when thou goefl to the houfe ot 
God, and be more ready to hear, than to offer the* 
facrifice of fools, for they confider not that they do 
evil.55 

3. Praising God in facred pfalmody Is an ordu 
rnnce of public and focial worfbip ; and without 
this animating part, public worfbip is languid and 
iifdefs. With holy elevation of foul, and folemu 
and cheerful voices, we are to celebrate the good- 
neis And greatnefs of Jehovah. “ Singing and 
making melody in our hearts unto the Lord/5 Our 
Lord and the aifciples, at the condition of the 
facramental tapper, fang an hy mn. Public worfhip 
is with propriety introduced with pfalmody. “ En¬ 
ter his courts with finging. Let the word of God 
dwell in you richly, in all wifdom *, teaching and 
admonifhing one another, in pfalms arid hymns and 
Spiritual fongs, finging with grace in ycur hearts to 
the Lord.55 

4. The facred ordinances ofbaptifm and the 
Lord’s fupper, conftitute a folemn part of public 
worfhip. Chari ft fent out his apoftles to baptize all 
nations, believing parents and children in the 
name of the father, and of the fon, and of the holy 
ghoft ;35 and militated the holy fupper, to be obier- 



ved in the church, as a lively emblem of his'atone- 
rnent by the facrifice of himfelf for fin, and of the 
efficacy of his mediation, and hath promifed his pre¬ 
fence and bleffings with his minifiers and churches, 
in the adminiftration of thefe ordinances, to the end 
of the world. Thefe ordinances are to be celebrated 
in the public affembly ; that by the baptifm of water, 
the congregation may be reminded of the folemn 
obligations of their covenant with God, and the 
neceffity of purification from daily offences, by the 
cleanfing virtue of the blood of fprinkling, which 
cleanfes from all fin.. And that by the facrament of 
bread and wine, their hearts may be duly affedted 
with the boundlefs love of our Lord Jefus Chrift, 
which he (hewed to us, in laying down his life for us, 
when he made his life an offering for fin, and bore 
the curie of the law, even the death of the cre£, 
that we might obtain life and glory in heaven. This 
ordinance (hews alfo the neceffity of our receiving 
Chrift by faith and feeding on him, as the lire and y ------ - 
aouriflirherit of our fouls. “ The bread which vve 
break is it not the communion of the body of Chrift ? 
And the cup which we partake is It not the commu¬ 
nion of the blood of Chrift ?55 Every friend of 
Jefus, is bound to partake of this memorial cf cur 
merciful Lord and Saviour. A principle of grati¬ 
tude thouid brin-g us to his table, who has provided 
a fenft for our fouls ; and his e (fed ion ate command, 

Th:s do in remembrance of me,” leaves us with¬ 
out excufe, if vve abfent ourfelves. 

'1 hcse two are the principal ceremonial or pofi- 
t;v;e rites cf the gofpe! church, happily delivered from' 
the Lnmlenfonie bloody and coftly rites of the an- 

The voke of Chrift is eafv. and his 
ta * ' 

cient church. cr* 
hnrden is liuhtT 



. 5* The bleftlng at the conclufion of public wor¬ 
ship, is alfo a part of the fame. The Moft High* 
appointed Aaron and his fons, to blefs the congre¬ 
gation. And this the apoftles alfo did in the chrif- 
tian churches. And they ufually conclude their 
fcpifties to the churches* with a fiicred benedidHon. 
Thefe area fummary of the feveral parts of public 
focial worfhip, which God hath appointed to be 
obferved in his church* and whofe inftitutions we 
are to obferve always, for the glory of God, and the 
furtherence of our own falvation, by the means apr 
pointed and bleiled, for the conveyance of fpiritual 
bleffings, to the fincere enquirer, from the God of 
all grace and confolation,- who hath promifed to 

make his people joyful, in his houfe of prayer/" 

6. It is the will of God, that we worfhip him by 
prayer, in fecret and in family devotion. In the 
duty of fecret prayer, our Lord hath directed us,— 

When thou prayeft, enter into thy fclofet, and 
when thou haft ftlut the door, pray to thy father, 
who feeth in fecret, and who will reward thee openly.” 
The duty and advantages of conftancy in prayer, 
or our being ever in an habitual praying temper, he 
has taught us in the parable of the importunate 
widow, and the unjuft judge ; faying, men ought 
always to pray, and not to faint.” In every condi¬ 
tion and occurrence of life, the Habit of the foul 
ihould be towards God, fending up its defires m 
pious ejaculations to him* who hears the foftefl 
whifpers of the foul, and fatisfifes the defires of thi 
mind, that pioufiy refts on him, 

The worfhip of God in families is a divine ordi¬ 
nance. We have family mercies to implorer-fam~ 
ily fins to confefs, and family bleflings, that demand 
tu-; facnfice of praife. And with family devotion* 

L 
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family inftrudtfon, counfef and corre&ion, a<e 
divinely inftituted. 

Most honorable was the encomium which, th£ 
Moft High was pleafed to give to the pious patri¬ 
arch Abraham,—“ I knew him, that he will com¬ 
mand his children, and his houfehold after him, 
that they fhall keep the way of the Lord, acd-.dd 
juftice and judgement.” , 

i he morning and the evening faenfice was apJ 
pointed under the law, and the morality or ritnefs of 
tbe appointment remains, in full force under the 
golpd. In the feriptures, prayerlefs families are 
clafTed with the heathen, and rail under the fame 
condemnation with idolatrous pagans. “ Pour cut 
thy wrath upon the heathen who know thee not, and 
upon the families, that call net upon thy name.5’ 
1 ho5 God pours temporal bleffings into the lap of 
families, who neither know,, nor acknowledge him 
they are but providential gifts, they come not in 
covenant mercy, and if ungratefully received, will 
eventually prove curfes, inftead of bleffings. For 
the goodnefs of God to men is intended to lead 
them to repentance. 

The vvorfhip which we are to render to God has 
its foundation in the heart. It is the worfhip of the 
fpirit. This is a worfhip and fervice fuitable to the 
nature of the great objedt of our devotion, and for 
us, as fpiritual and rational beings, to pay. God 
is a fpirit, from whom our fpiritual nature is derived, 
and we muft worfhip him with our (pints, in truth 
and fincerity. To worfhip God acceptably compre¬ 
hends a knowledge of God, a belief in his word, a 
fubmiffion to his authority, a devotion of a!) the 
powers of body and mind to him, and an earned: 
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dlfpofition to glorify him in our bodies, and our 
fpirits which are his. It implies a fupreme love to 
God—fidelity in his fervice, and purity of inten¬ 
tion confcious of his prefence, our obligations, 
and accountabienefs to him* 

God regards the difpofition of the heart in all our 
profefiions and fervices, more than our external 
obedience. That his people may prelent to him 
this inward fpiritual homage, he hath gracioufiy 
promifed, that he will give them, “ a new heart and 
put his fpirit within them ; and caufe them to walk 
in his ftatutes, and write his law upon their hearts.53 
The prayer of the heart only is accepted. It is the 
afpirations of a pious foul. The facrifice, which 
God accepts, is a fincere, contrite fpirit. “ The 
effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availetli 
much.” The prayer of Hannah at the temple, met 
•with gracious acceptance, tho* it was only the breath¬ 
ings of her fervent mind, for her voice was not 
heard. The Pharifee at the fame place, had not 
the fpirit of prayer. His prayer arofe not, from a 
fenfe of fpiritual want. But the prayer of the Pub¬ 
lican was accepted, becaufe it was the fincere defire 
of a foul, humbled before God, by a fenfe of un- 
worthinefs, believing in the mercy and juftice of 
God. We muff therefore draw nigh to God with 
tne heart, would we hope for audience and accep¬ 
tance. “ Praying always with all prayer and fup- 
plication, in the fpirit, and watching thereunto with 
all perfeverance.” Thefe remarks ret'pe&ing the 
temper and ftate of the mind, in the exercifes of 
religion apply to every duty and fervice, which we 
offer to God. Our prayers, our preaching, and 
hearing, and attendance on ordinances, muft he 
done fpiritually, would we hope for acceptance, with 
« holy God* t-hs fcarcher of hearts. The accepts- 

1 



l<!e worfnipper, can with humble confidence, with 
St. Paul, appeal to him, faying, “ God is my 
yvitnefs, whom I ferve with my fpirit, in the gcfpel 
of his ion.” “ He,” fays our Lord, “ who hear- 
eth thefe fayings of mine, and doth them,” who 
receives them into his heart and pra&ifes them in 
his life, “ is like a wife man who built his houfe 
upon a rock.” Our fongs of praife muft be fpirit— 
ual as well as vocal. “ Singing and making melody 
in your heart unto the Lord.” The facraments we 
are to attend upon, and receive with devotion of 
foul. ^ As baptifm is an outward fign of inward pu¬ 
rity, it requires the worfhip of the fpirit, the graces 
of faith, fincerity and purity, in him who dedicates 
himtelf, or his offspring to God, in that ordinance. 
And in our attendance on the Lord’s fupper, we 
are to examine ourfelves, whether our hearts are 
right with God, and to know cur fpiritual ftate, 
that we may difcern the Lord’s body, and fpirituai- 
’y feed on him, the bread of life and the water of 
4 » * «• 4 

I hus a!! parts of public worfhip are to be per¬ 
formed with our fpirits, as unto the Lord. By 
what has been fa id, on the fpirituality of devotion, 
let none imagine that a perfonal attendance and fer- 
vice, are not required. For we are to ferve God 
with cur bodies, as well as our fpirits. This is 
evident from the nature of the feveral branches cf 
inftituted worfhip, as well as the exprefs declara¬ 
tion of Scripture. From the preaching of the word, 
— public prayer and praife, and the adminiftration 
of the facraments, and the inftitution of the fabbath 
for the public worfhip of God, our perfonal atten¬ 
dance and homage, are made necefiary. 



Our \yorfliip of God, muft be performed accord- 
ing to his word, or agreeably to his appointment. 
As all parts of the facred tabernacle, were to be 
made after the pattern which was fhewn to Mofes on 
the Mount, fo all parts of our religious worfhip, 
both as to the difpofition of heart, and external ob- 
fervance, muft be according to thofe rules and direc¬ 
tions, which God hath given us in his word. Any 
deviation from them is iinful and idolatrous. So 
far as we depart from the perfect rule given for our 
direction, our worlhip degenerates into human in¬ 
vention and idolatry. Perfons are in danger of this 
fin, who difregard the divine directions, in faith* 
in manners, and modes of worftfip, and follow the 
dictates of their own fancy and impulfes. Having 
no certain guide, they wander in endlefs mazes of 
error. And altho* fuch evil-worfhippers may be 
fincere in their devotions, their fincerity will not 
fanClify tfaerr errors, or excufe their difobedience to, 
the divine will. And the reafon is, that the.truth 
may be found, if men are difpofed with fincere and 
unprejudiced minds to enquire after it. “ If any 
man,” fays our Lord, “ will do his will,” in truth 
and fincerity, fo far as he already knows the will of 
God, “ he fhall know of the doCtrine, whether it 
be of God, or whether it be of men.” A mind 
open to conviction, and impartially enquiring after 
truth, will not be in danger of embracing any efcen- 
tial errors. 

Persons are fometimes fincere and zealous in 
great errors •, and their fincerity and zeal will not 
excufe them from blame and puniftiment. The 
worfhippers of falfe gods were zealous and fincere in 
their idolatrous practices. How fervent were the 
worftiippers of Baal in calling upon their imaginary 
gods ? and the people of Ephefus, in the worftiip of 



g0d?efs D‘ana ? Ent coaid their fince: 
r>ty extenuate the crime of worshipping and fervino- 
a creature, Mead of the Create?? Vheife 

tv JlTereVin t.he W,0rfiirp of the 8°Iden calf in 

^b!Ut heaVy laments fell upon 
t,lem for tb/,r >d?!*try. The worfhippers of*im- 
ages, crucifixes, faints and angels, in the church 

5 me* kare £ncf!? and devout, in the adoration 
c: the?;5 but Uod hath rejected them for this im- 
p.ous idolatry « They fay they are jews, and are 
?Qt’ , . are of fhe fynagogue of Satan.” Paul be-' 
lore his converfion was fincere, in his zealous opposi¬ 
tion to Cnnft, and persecution of his difciples; but 
When ,iiiS Prejudices were removed and his mind 
opened to embrace the truth, he condemned himfelf 
as having done raoft wickedly, as a « blafphemer 

, Jl!f Pafan idolaters were fincere In their werfhip 
of fahe gods yet the divine Spirit hath aflured us, 
pat„ the things which the gentiles Sacrifice, they 
iaermee to devils and not to God.” Hence we 
in.er the (greatnefs of that moral diforder, which fin 
hath brought upon mankind, which fo awfully dark¬ 
ens the reafon, perverts the judgement, and cor¬ 
rupts the pafiions, that without divine affiftance, 
we know not our duty, and the necelfity of a reve¬ 
lation to enlighten our darkened minds, and of 
eireduai grace, to overcome the oppofition of our 
hearts to the^ pure knowledge of God, and that 
spiritual worfhip and fervice, which is fuitable to his 
Iioiy penedions and wiiI• We come, 

I II. To an explanation of the penalty of this 
divine law, “ vifiting the iniquity of the fathers 
upon the children.33 
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Some would be ready to conclude that this lane- 
tion of the law is an impeachment of juftlce, and 
inconfiftent with the declaration of God by the pro¬ 
phet, (Ezekiel xviii, 20.) <c The fon fhall not 
bear the iniquity of the father, neither fhall the 
father bear the iniquity of the fon, the righteoufnefo 
of the righteous fhall be upon him, and the wick-* 
edneis of the wicked fhall be upon him/’ Tho* 
there is a feeming oppofition here, a few confidera- 
fcions may ferve to reconcile them* 

1. The evils threatened to the children of idola¬ 
ters, are not ipiritual but temporal calamities cr 
judgements. God would difplay this token of 
anger againft idolatry, in the view of the world, to 
teach men how great a fin it is. But tho5 temporal 
judgements were to fall upon the children of idola¬ 
ters, we are, 

2. To confider, they are the merciful means, % 
the bidling of God, of reforming the children of 
fuch tranfgreffors. For judgements are comraiffi- 
oned to reform, and turn men to righteoufnefs, or, 

3. God calls to account the children of idolaters, 
for their own fins •, which juftice in God, is in part 
cauied by the fins of their fathers ; fo that the chil¬ 
dren are not punifhed for their fathers’ fins, but 
their own 5 which however, would not have been fo 
Severely punifhed with temporal judgements, had 
not their fathers tranfgrefied. 

4. Children being part of the parents in then 
tranfgrdiion, it is proper that they fhould fed the 
eft efts of their iniquities. As when a rebel againil 
hh country forfeits his life, his children neceffimiy 
partake in the punifhnient, by the lpfs of he&es 



and eftate. It is alfo agreeable to the law of nature* 
that the children fliould partake of the effe&s, of 
the virtues or vices of their parents. Thus the 
children of temperate and virtuous parents, are: 
commonly healthy, honorable and ufeful, in the 
world, and the children of debauched, intemperate 
and vicious parents, feel th^ melancholy effects of 
their parents’ crimes. And thus good or evil de- 
fcends, by a law .of our nature, without any im¬ 
peachment of the juftice of providence. 

5. The tnreatnihg implies, that the children them¬ 
feives pradlice the evil ways of their fathers, and 
thus fill up the meafure of their own, and their 
fathers’ fins, and ripen themfeives for judgement. 
ThusourLord pronounces the judgements of heaven 
upon that generation, who walked in the evil ways 
of their fathers, who had killed the prophets ; and 
fays that of them, fhould be required the innocent 
blood which had been fhed, for ages paft, becaufe 
they inherited the murderous tempers of their 
fathers. Thus awful denunciations of judgements* 
are threatened to reftrain men from fin, that fore- 
feeing the evil confequences to follow, not only on 
themfeives but on their unborn pofterity, they may 
have powerful motives of all kinds to fear God, and 
keep his commandments. I wiil add, that there is 
an exemption from the threatning to thofe children 
of vicious parents, who fhun their fathers’ crimes, 
and obferve God’s law. (Ezekiel xviii, 14J “ if 
he begat a fan that feeth all his fathers’ fins, which 
he hath done, and confidereth them, and doth not 
fuch like,—he (hall not die for the iniquity of his 
father, hefhal! furely live.” 

The Jaft thing to be confidered Is, the motives to 

envite us? to the true and acceptable worfhip of 
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God, contained in the promife, cc fhswing mercy 
to thoufands of them that love me, and keep my 
commandments.55 Here we may notice the great 
extent of the mercy of God, beyond his jullice. 

Vifiting iniquity to the third and fourth genera¬ 
tion,—but fhewing mercy to thoufands, to the lateffc 
generations of them that love God and keep his 
commandments.” 

* 

This gracious promife gives an inviting motive 
to parents, to maintain the knowledge and worfhip 
of their God and faviour in their own hearts, and 
famii ies, and places where they dwell. God will 
reward their pious zeal, with bleffings temporal and. 
eternal. From pious families, his providence 
ufualiy takes thofe who are honored with diftinguifh- 
ed ufcfulnefs in the world. While the pofterity of 
accurfed Cain perifhed in the flood, and the de¬ 
pendents of an undutiful Ham, and of a profane 
Efau, felt the effecfts of their fathers impieties, the 
dependents of pious Abraham, of venerable Jacob, 
and holy Job, were diftinguifhed with the blcftings 
of heaven. The fame conduit, a juft and merciful 
God, appears to manifeft towards the people and 
families of the earth* at the prefent day. The pof¬ 
terity of the wicked and idolatrous nations and fam¬ 
ilies, ft ill fuffer his frowns ; and the pofterity of the 
people and families, who maintained his pure wor¬ 
ship and laws, in ages paft, are ftill blefied. With 
gratitude to a promife-performing-God, fuffer me 
to mention, the apparent fulfilment of this gracious 
prom he to us, the dependents of the pious fettlers, 
of fome of thefe ftates, who loved God, and kent 
his holy commandments. Has not God fhewel 
uiercy , firs, to us, unparalied in the hiftory of the 
work!, even as he Ihewed mercy to the dependents 
of Ifrael ? Like them, our fathers received the law 

M 



in this wildernefs, ("when they were few in numbs* 
and grangers in the land) not from Mount Sinai, 
but from Mount Zion, and the uncorrupted word 
or God. Here they erected the true church accor¬ 
ding to the pattern of the gofpel, and fincerity kept 
the ordinances and commandments of their God* 
Let us with unfeigned gratitude, acknowledge the 
kindnefs of God to them, and to us their degener¬ 
ate pofterity, fince God hath fhewed us fuch fignal 
mercies in things temporal and fpiritual. At the 
fame time a holy fear becomes us, left by our in¬ 
gratitude and crimes—our fpiritual idolatry—our 
negleft, and contempt of the word, worfhip, ordi¬ 
nances and commandments of God, our Saviour, 
we forfeit the favorable protediion of our God, and 
the God of our fathers, and ripen ourfeives for an 
aggravated condemnation* 

Thus paving confidered the nature of that wor¬ 
fhip and homage which God requires of us, and 
which our duty, our intereft and felicity, invite U3 
to render $o him, I fhall conclude with a few 

REFLECTIONS. 

2. We learn the great evil and guilt of all kinds 
of idolatry. Let us guard again ft every fpecies of 
this fin, which is the greateft of evils, and worfhip 
and love and ferve God in truth and fincerity. Let 
us not, by idolizing ourfeives, or the deareft earth- 
iy enjoyments, provoke the dreadful vengeance of 
a jealous God. He is pleafed to receive his peop!e 
into the bonds of a marriage covenant, and de¬ 
mands that we cleave to him in love, lovaltv and 
obedience. 



They provoke God to jealoufy and wrath, who 
difregard his firft and great command, and love 
him not with all the heart; but place their beft 
love and delight, on the periftiablc goods and en¬ 
joyments of this life, and idolize the creatures. 
Let us, firs, guard againft this fpiritual idolatry, 
nor fuffer our fouls to reft in the perifhable goods 
of this world. In this enlightened age, we may not 
be in great danger of the grofs idolatry of worfhip- 
ping images •, yet are not multitudes really guilty 
of fpiritual idolatry, in the fight of God ? Let us 
fhun the fin of that covetoufnefs, or love of riches, 
which is idolatry. “ For the love of money, for 
its own fake, is the root of all evil.” If that is an 
idol upon which our love and dependence are placed, 
then all they are idolaters, who truft in uncertain 
riches, and deferve no better treafure than gold and 
filver ; “ who fay to the gold thou art my hope, 
and to the fine gold, thou art my confidence.” A 
perfon is as guilty of idolatry, in the fight of God, 
who puts his truft in bags of gold and filver, as he 
would, be, fhould he caft them into an image, and 
worihip it. 

They whofe chief happinefs is in the gratification 
of animal and fenfual appetites and lufts, “ whofe 
God is their belly, who mind earthly things,” are 
criminal idolaters. AH they whofe fupreme happi¬ 
nefs confifts in houfes, and lands, goods and flocks 
and herds j in children, companions and friends \ 
or in the purfuit and enjoyment of the honors and 
grandeurs, the amufements and pleafures of life •, 
fall under the condemnation of this law ; and with¬ 
out repentance and reformation, muft fuffer the 
wrath of an offended God. 

2. Let our fubjedl admonilh us, of theneceflity 
® 3 daily and lerious examination of the principle of 
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our profeffions and obedience. Is the love of Goa 
the great and powerful principle of adion ? Do we 
love him for his whole revealed charader, as a 
God of holioefs andjuftice, as well as goodnefs; 
ftriving to be conformed to him in thefe perfections, 
to be holy and merciful as our almighty father in 
heaven ? Does our love to God produce its genuine 
good fruit's of loyalty and obedience, a willing, 
cheerful, perfevering and univerfa! obedience ? God 
has promised bleflednefs to them who love him and 
keep his commandments. And to keep his command¬ 
ments and do them, is the proof of our love. If 
we have not this evidence, v,e have not the love of 
God reigning in us s but fall under the condemna¬ 
tion of idolatrous lovers of this world, of fin. and 
lovers of ourfelves, more than lovers of God. 

But happy is the man whofe heart condemns him 
not, in this enquiry. Who knows he loves God. 
with all his heart, and whofe hope and truft .and 
joy the Lord is. Who with the difeiple of Jefus, 
can appeal to the fearcher of all hearts, in truth 
and fincerity, faying, cc Lord, thou knoweft all 
things, thou knoweit that I love thee,” And with 
the royal.pfalmift, cc whom have 1 in heaven but 
thee, and there is nothing upon earth, that I defire 
hefides thee ? As the heart panteth after the water- 
brook, fo panteth my foul, after thee, O God.” 

3. We infer that it is the duty of all men to wor- 
faip God. It is a didate of the law of nature, and 
a precept of revelation. Even wicked men, by at¬ 
tendance on the public fhorfhip of God, may obtain 
the grace of converfion. The gofpel was firlt 
preached to unregenerate men, and to thofe of this 
•diicription it is it ill to be preached, and it is their 
duty to attend and hear, as for their lives. “ For 

•\ 
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Row /hall they believe on him, of whom they havfe 
not heard ? Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing 
by the word of God.” The heathen of Ninevah 
will rife up in the judgment, and condemn thofe 
who, having the means of knowledge and falvation, 
life them not. 

4. Our fubjedt Ihould ferve to excite cur thank- 
fulnefs to God, that he hath not fuffered us to 
grope and perifh in the darknefs of paganifm ; but 
hath caufed the light of the gofpel to fhine upon us. 
66 Let us look to the rock, whence we were hewn, 
and to the hole of the pit, whence we were digged.” 
Let us open our eyes with gratitude and joy, to the 
41 day-fpring from on high which hath vifited us, 
who once fat in darknefs, and the fhadow of death, 
without God and without hope in the wprld.” Q 
may we bring forth the fruits of praife and love, to 
the honor and glory of him who hath redeemed us. 

Lastly, let us cultivate an habitual feme of a pre¬ 
sent God *, whofe prefence, providence and protec¬ 
tion and goodnefs continually furrcuhd us. And 
efpeciaily, in all our folemn approaches to God ill 
ordinances, let no atheiftical thoughts intrude upon 
our devotion. In all our attendance upon the facred 
infiitutions of God’s worfhip, in our clofet, in our 
families, and in the houfe of God, may the life and 
power or religion, reign in all our hearts, and regu¬ 
late our lives. And through the rich grace of our 
divine Saviour may we obtain that mercy, which is 
promifed to them, who love God and keen his 
commandments. 

A M E N. 
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SERMON VII. 

The vice of prophanenefs—The Iawfulnefa of oaths* 

PRECEPT THIRD. 

Exodus xx. ji 

Thou Jhalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in 
Vain, for the Lord will not bold him guiltlefsy that tak■* 
ith his name in vain. 

THIS folemn precept is connefted with the two 
preceding, and teaches us, that we fhould 

ever habituate ourfelves to think and fpeak of God, 
with the profoundeft reverence and fubmiflion : and 
that we fhould feel the fame facred awe on our 
minds, in receiving the notices of his will, revealed 
to us by his word, his works, his ordinances and 
providences, and by his holy fpirit. 

As the fecond precept teaches us the way and 
manner, in which it is the will of God that we fhould 
worfhip him, this fhews us, that our worfhip nruil 
be paid with that profound reverence and love* 
which are due from creatures to their creator, in all 
their tranfa&ions with him •, and that we alfo have a 
folemn ienfe of obligations to God, and accounta- 
blenefs to him in all our intercourfe with mankind. 
The fan<5Hon annexed to this precept, reftraining 
men from an irreverent ufe of the name of God, 
mouid unprefs all minds with holy caution and fear* 



left at any time, they treat the name of God, and^ 
all that is comprehended in his name, with irrever¬ 
ence and profanity. “ For the Lord will not hold 
himguiltlefsy that taketh his name in vain.” Ail pro- 
fanenefs is forbidden, by the prohibition of taking 
God's name in vain. Let us, 

/i. Inquire what it is to pjofane the name of 
God. 

2. Shew the evil and guilt of this fin. 
I 

3. The oppofite virtues. 
iU 

In the iiluftratlon of the ftrft divifion of this dff- 
courfe, it will be proper to explain, what is meant' 
by the name of God, and what it is to profane his 
name. 

The name of God, is frequently ufed in the* 
feriptures for God himfeif, and is expreftive of his 
abfolute exiftence, or his being and perfections. 
46 Give unto the Lord the glory due unto his 
name *, that is, the glory which is due to him as 
God. O magnify the Lord with me, let us exalt 
his name together. Then began men to call on the 
name of the Lord. The Lord proclaimed the name 
of the Lord, I am the Lord, that is my name. 
I will fandtify my name, and make my holy name 
known in the midft of my people.33 Perhaps the 
general phrafe name, may be ufed for God, becaufe 
no particular word, can convey an adequate idea, of 
his glorious and incomprehenftble nature. 

It is fometimes ufed toccnvev to us, the know¬ 
ledge of what he is pleafed to reveal of himfeif, fo 
far as may be necefiary to regulate our conceptions 
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* of his mod holy nature and will, and of our duty. 
At the fecond writing of the law, the Moft High 
faid, 44 I will proclaim the name of the Lord,™ 
I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious ^—and 
the Lord proclaimed his name, the Lord God mer¬ 
ciful and gracious, long fuffering and abundant in 
goodnefs and truth, keeping mercy for thoufands, 
and forgiving iniquity and tranfgreffion and fin, and 
that will by no means clear the guilty.”- When God 
commiffioned Mofes to deliver ifrael from the houfe 
of bondage, he called himfelf by the comprehensive 
names, 1 am, and 1 am, that 1 am , which titles 
are moil: expreflive of his abfolute being and perfec¬ 
tions. It is ufed for the infinite greatnefs and ma- 
jefty of God : 4C In Judah God is known, h is name 
is great in Ifrael.” For his glorious perfections dis¬ 
played in the works of creation and providence t 
64 O Lord, our Lord, how excellent is thy name 
in all the earth !” For the purpofes of his grace 
and mercy towards mankind by jefus Chrift : “ I 
have, fays our Lord, manifefted thy name, to the 
men, which thou gaveft me out of the world.” For 
the gofpel •, of Saint Paul, it is Lid 44 he is acho- 
fen velTel to bear my name among the Gentiles.” 
For the promifes of grace, to believers : <c let 
them that love thy name be joyful in thee.” For 
the worfhip of God, and the divine ordinances : 
44 I purpofe, fays Solomon, to build an houfe unto 
the name of the Lord my God.” And to his 
father David, God had faid ; 44 thy fon, whom I 
fhall fet upon thy throne, he fhall build an houfe 
to my name or for my werfhip, in prayer and 
praife, and in reading and hearing my word". 

# Thus the name cf the Lord, is ufed for the Lord 
himfelf, and fignifies all that God is, and all thofe 
things which he is pleafed to reveal to us, concern* 

N 
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ing his holy nature* character* ways, laws, arid 
will *, and is a phrafe moft expreftive and compre- 
hen live. 

To profane, or take in vain the name of God, is 
to think or fpeak of God irreverently, or to treat 
his holy names or titles, his works* his word, his 
ordinances and providences, with levity. As man¬ 
kind are in danger of this fin, by reafon of the 
temptations of a depraved nature, of a profane 
world, and the great enemy of God and our falva- 
tion j- in danger of tranfgreffing this holy command¬ 
ment, either in our thoughts, our fpeech or beha¬ 
viour ; and thereby provoking and meriting the 
wrath and vengeance of a holy God ; we will con- 
fider in what inftances and circumftances particular¬ 
ly, the name of God is profaned. It is profaned, 

i. When God is mentioned with levity, irrev¬ 
erence or needlefsly in common difcourfe. “ Holy 
and reverend is his name.” God is to be had in 
reverence by his creatures, and we flaould ever 
think and fpeak of him, with utmoft ferioufnefs, 
and the profoundeft refpedt. It is a melancholy 
evidence of the depravity of human nature, and of 
the alieanation of the heart from God, that among 
certain clafies of people, the name of God, is blaf- 
phemioufly profaned, in their common and idle 
difcourfe. Multitudes impioufly prefume to ap¬ 
peal to God, and fvvear by him who liveth forever, 
to the truth of their inconfiderate and paflionate 
conversation. 

A reverence of the name of God is not ufually 
loft at once : but the vice of profanenefs is gradual¬ 
ly contracted, until it becomes a confirmed habit. 
An idea of the majefty, holinefs and juftice of God, 
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received by the works and word of God, and im- 
prefied upon the confidence, naturally infpires the 
mind, with a folemn awe, at the name of God. It 
is this impreffion of God on the mind, which 
guards and redrains men from the commiffion of 
fins and tranfgreflions, which their vicious hearts, 
would prompt them to commit, could they erafe 
from their thoughts, his awful and glorious being 
and attributes, and a future date of retribution. 
But perfons by indulging themfelves to fpeak of 
God, and facred inftitutions, in a light and airy 
manner, finally CGntraft a habit, of bold and un¬ 
blushing profanenefs. Againft this God-provoking 
crime, this precept of the law, Solemnly cautions 
men. “ Thou fhalt not take the name of the 
Lord, thy God, in vain.” The name of God 
is profaned when it is needlefsly mentioned, as 
well as when uttered in light and trifling difcourfe, 
and on common occafions. It ought never to be 
mentioned, except when the occafion is weighty 
and folemn, and for our own, and the edification of 
others. To ufe the name of God to confirm or 
atteft our trifling difcourfe, is an aft of mcft daring 
familiarity and impudence : but to ufe it to atteft a 
falfehood, is the molt criminal profanenefs and im¬ 
piety ; and unlefs the mercies of God, through the 
bleffed mediator, to penitent profane finners, were 
infinite, fuch bold tranfgreflbrs could not expedl 
forgivenefs, neither in this world, nor in the world 
to come. How daring and provoking is it, for an 
infignificant mortal, and child of the duft, to invoke 
the God of truth, to vvitnefs to a lie ? Againft the 
temptations to this awful fin, the pious prophet 
Agur prays : “ Give me neither poverty, nor rich¬ 
es ;—'eft I be poor, and fteal, and take the name 
of my God in vain,” 
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That which makes the vice of profane fwearing^ 
more criminal than other fins, is the remarkable 
circumftance, that it is commonly committed with* 
out a temptation. Other vices have each their pe¬ 
culiar temptations, to perfuade and impel men to 
tranfgrefs the laws of God, and of fociety. But 
what advantage does the profane perfon propofe to 
himfelf, by this crime ? There is neither the prof- 
pedl of honor, profit or pleafure, thofe great 
fprings of action, to induce the fin. The vice of 
avarice, has the profpedt of gain and wealth, for 
its objedfc. Intemperance and lewdnefs ; the grati¬ 
fication of fenfual appetite, and flefhly luffs. Fraud 
and difhonefty ; the pofleflion of the property of 
others. Slander and falfehood ^ the malicious plea* 
fare of revenge. But what temptation can there 
be, to profane the name of God, or treat with levi¬ 
ty, the chara&er and attributes, of that high and 
holy being ? It is, as one obferves, to catch at the 
de vil’s naked hook : there is not the bait of a temp¬ 
tation to invite. It is a vice indicative of the deep 
depravity of the human heart, and of hatred of 
God. O deteftable and rubious fruit of fin ! 

It is an affront to ferious men ; who are wound¬ 
ed and grieved, to hear the name of their God, 
whom they fear and Jove, treated with profanity. It 
is a violation of the laws of decency and good breed¬ 
ing : and a vice beneath the charafter of a gentle- 
man, and is moilly to be found among the lower 
ciaffes. It would be happy for the peace and com¬ 
fort of fociety, and the benefit of the rifing genera¬ 
tion, were this (hocking vice univerfally banifhed 
from converfation. That perfon muff be very in¬ 
different to virtue, who has not refolution to refift 
it. It is evident that the profane perfon has little 
regard for God, when the prefence of any of his fel- 
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low men, whom he regards, or fears to difoblige, 
will reftrain him, altho’ the knowledge of God59 
prefence, will not. But every profane perfon is a 
practical atheift : he 'does not believe in the being 
or prefence of God, nor the threatnings of his word. 

2. God’s name is profaned by unlawful oaths, 
vcws and promifes *, and alfo by the violation or 
lawful folemn promifes and vows. A lawful oath is 
a religious adfc, in which is contained the acknowledg¬ 
ment of the exiftence and prefence of God, as a wit- 
nefs and judge, and an appeal to him for the truth 
of what is fpoken ; and an implicit imprecation of his 
juftice upon him who fhall knowingly utter falfehood. 
Before lawful courts, it is ufually accompanied with 
lifting up the hand towards heaven, in a way of 
folemn appeal to God. It is the moft fpeedy and 
fare method, which human wifdom can devife, to 
come to the knowledge of fads, in which the wel¬ 
fare of fociety is concerned. It proceeds upon the 
principle, that no perfon will knowingly utter falfe- 
hooj • but confcienciouflv declare the truth, when 
he thus folemnly appeals to God. In fo ferious a 
tranfa&ion, it becomes a perfon, to cultivate the 
deepeft reverence of God, and facred regard to truth, 
left by inattention or mifreprefentation, he pervert 
juftice, and draw down upon himfelr, the anger of 
that dread being, who will not hold him guiltlefs, 
who fins by falfehood and perjury. Let a folemn 
caution guard thofe, who are about to appeal to 
God, by oath, in any matter. 

It is a profanation of the name of God, to fwear 
or promife rafhly, and without due confideration : 
as did Herod when, probably heated with wine, he 
promiied with an oath, to give to Heredias, what¬ 
ever Ihe flvould afe. It is a great fin to make a ralli 
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or unlawful vow* but a greater fin to keep it. He." 
rod’s oath was foolifh and criminal ; but his crime 
was greater when to accomplifli it; he murdered 
an innocent and holy man. And the Icin^- was 
forry ; neverthelefi for the oath’s fake, and*them 
that fat at. meat with him, he lent and beheaded 
john in prifon.” The oath or promife was unlaw¬ 
ful, and therefore not binding. I he obligations of 
duty to God and man, fhould reftrain men from 
unlawful vows, or excite them to repentance of them, 
when made; and to refrain from the performance. 
The vow of Jephtha alfo was rafh and unlawful: 
He promiled more than he had a lawful right to do. 

The wile men of the eaft, who came to worfhip 
the new-born Saviour, did right in their non com¬ 
pliance with the promife, which the bloody minded 
Herod, had extorted from them *, when inftead of 
returning to Jerufalem, they went into their own 
country, another way. We have an inftance of 
unlawful promifes, in the men who bound them- 
felves by an oath, that they would neither eat, nor 
drink, until they had killed Paul. All promifes or 
paths in things unlawful and injurious to others, are 
not binding : but are difannuied by a prior and 
fuperior law, which obliges us to promife and do, 
only fuch things as are lawful, and agreeable to the 
moral law, or to the exprefs will.of God. It is the 
duty of a perfon who has made a rafh or finful pro¬ 
mife or vow, fincerely to repent thereof before God, 
and to make refutation to men, fo far as he may 
have thereby injured any. 

The inference from thefe remarks is, that unlaw¬ 
ful promifes and vows, are not to be made, or kept. 
But when jperfons folemnly vow or promife, things 
lawful at the time, and afterwards it appears, that 
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the performance will be detrimental to the promifer, 
ftiil his folemn promife is binding. Thus the right¬ 
eous man is defcribed; “ tho’ he fweareth to his 
own hurt, he changeth not.” We may alfo infer 
that unlawful promifes extorted by violence or du- 
refs, are not obligatory. 

A queftion connedted with this laft obfervation, 
meets this fubjedt •, but which may not be fo eafy to 
refolve, which is ; Whether a perfan in captivity,, 
may lawfully promife allegiance, to an enemy, in 
time of war ? The folution of this queftion, depends 
upon the nature and extent of the promife, or oath 
required. It it requires, that he fhall behave him- 
fel: as a peaceful and dutiful fubjedt of the govern¬ 
ment, and the civil laws of fociety ; he may lawfully 
promife fo to do ; becaufe there is no human power 
fuperior to controul him, and becaufe his perfon is 
in their hands. To this condudt, the moft High 
diredts the people ot Ifrael in captivity in Babylon. 
“ Seek the peace of the city, whether I have caufed 
you to be carried away captives : and pray unto the 
Lord for it; for in the peace thereof ye fhall have 
peace.55 But if it is required of him to afiift per- 
fonally, in thz deftruffion of the property or lives, of 
his countrymen and friends •, that he may not law¬ 
ful'y do : becaufe his obligations to freferve them, 
are prior and fuperior, to his o digations to an ene¬ 
my. Neither, is it lawful for a perfon to utter a 
known talfehood, nor to abjure the true religion, 
for the moft flattering profpedts of favor or ad¬ 
vantage, or even the faving of life itfelf: For the 
moral law o» God to men, has infinitely fuperior ob¬ 
ligations to any human authority. In fuch cafes, 
men muft obey God, rather than man : and folemn- 
ly attend to that declaration of our Lord to his de- 
fciples, to fear that high and holy being, who is able 
to deftroy both body and foul in hell. 
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Lawful promu'bs and vows are fuch as are agree* 
able to the revealed will of God; and are facredly 
binding : unlawful promifes and vows, are fuch as 
are contrary thereto, and are not binding. 

Aw objedlion, fome fuppofe, is found againft 
Oaths in general, in the declaration of our Saviour, 
the fupreme lawgiver of the chriftian church, in his 
expofition of this precept, Mathew fifth. 16 Again 
ye have heard, that it hath been faid bv them of old 
time, thou lhalt notforlwear thyfelf, but fhalt per¬ 
form unto the Lord thine oaths. But I fay unto 
you fwear not at all 5 neither by heaven, for it is 
God’s throne : Nor by the earth for it is his foot- 
liool; neither by Jerufalem, far it is the city of the 
great King. 

Neither fhalt thou fwear by thy head, becaufe 
thou can ft not make one hair white or black. 

But let your communication be yea, yea; nav9 
nay; for whatfoever is more than thefe, cometh of 
evil.” 

* 

Two things are obfervable in thofe words : firft, 
that profane {wearing, was a fafh ion able vice among 
the Jews ; and fecondly, the {wearing here condem¬ 
ned, was not folemn oaths, before a lawful judge or 
court. That the vice of profane (wearing, is what 
our Lord here condemns, appears from the nature 
and objects of the oaths, it was fwearing by heaven, 
by Jerufalem, by the earth, by the head, and pro¬ 
bably by the members of the body, as by the eyes 
and the like, as is common among the profane lower 
claries of people, at this day. And altho’ the name 
of God, was not mentioned in thofe common and 
vulgar oaths; yet our Lord allures us, that this 
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facred precept of the law, is tranfgreffed by them ; 
fince there is implied in them, an appeal to God, 
the Creator of the heavens and the earth, of the bo¬ 
dy, and all its limbs and members. By his crea¬ 
tures God makes himfelf known, arid his prefence 
is in, and with them. To fwear by them, is to 
fwear by the Creator ; according to that rule, 
“ when men fwear, they fwear by the greater.5* 

Our Lord does not condemn lawful oaths; but 
condemns the corrupt doctrine of the Scribes and 
Pharifees, who taught that it was not unlawful to 
fwear by creatures, provided the name of God was 
not mentioned. All petty oaths, fo called, as when 
perfons in common difcourfe exclaim, Lord, Chrift, 
by faith, confcience, or falvation ; tho5 feemingly 
model! oaths, yet are condemned, as profaning 
God’s name; fince all creatures and properties of 
creatures, are his. Again!! this finful and indecent 
cuftom, the command of Chrift is given, cc fwear 
not at all.55 1 hat the oaths condemned, were fuch 
as were mixed in common converfation, appears 
from their being mentioned as mingled with their 
daily communication. 44 Let your communication 
be yea, and nay.55 The affirmation of yes, and no, 
is Efficient in common converfation. A (acred re¬ 
gard to truth and duty makes any ftronger declara¬ 
tions, or appeals to God, or creatures, unnecefiarv 
and finful. The perfon who interlards his difcourfe, 
with profane exclamations and oaths, to gain belief, 
evidences that he has not a regard to truth, in com¬ 
mon affirmations ; and that he has a fufpicion in 
his own breaft, that he ought not to be believed ; 
and by fvvearing impeaches his own veracity. And 
indeed you can have no confidence in his regard to 
truth, fince by profane fwearing, lie (hews that lie 

w 
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nrr^ftre®arc^to tile trut*b and the avenger 
or falfehood. & 

This Gee, condemned by our Lord, is alio 
condemned by the apoftle James : “ But above all 
things, my brethren, fwear not, neither by heaven, 
neither by the earth, neither by any other oath : 
but Jet your yea, be yea ; and your nay, nay.” 
Thefe words are nearly a repetition of the fentence 
delivered by our Lord, already mentioned. The 
apokle adds, c* left ye fall into condemnation.” 
Lne Condemnation alluded to, is the awful penalty 
of this precept : « the Lord will not hold him 
guiltlefs.” 

From an erroneous interpretation of thefe texts, 
xome Lets of chriftians, have altogether refufed to 
taKe an oath, in civil courts. 1 hat oaths are law¬ 
ful and fometimes neceflary, appears not inconfif- 
tant with tne precepts of the moral law ; but are 
agreeable to the will or God, revealed in both the 
old and new teftament. 

. the judicial law, which God gave to Ifrael at 
Sinai, it was allowed, to a penfon, in fome cafes, 
fufpedteci of a crime, to dear himfelf by a folemn 
oath, God condefcended to give a promife to the 
patriarch Abraham, and to confirm it by an oath ; 
that by thefe two immutable witnefTes, the promife 
and oath, he, and all belivers might have ftrong 
confohtion, in the certain expectation of the fulfil¬ 
ment of the divine promifes. We here fee that the 
nature and defign ot an oath, is to confirm the truth 
fpoken ; and as it concerns the Deity, the certainty 
or the fulfilment of the things pro mi fed. It was the 
wiii or God, that the church of Ifrael, ftiould ratify 
their covenant with him by an cath. “ And thou 
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fhslt ftvear the Lord liveth in truth, in judgment, 
and in righteoufnefs.” 

Respecting the chriftian’s duty, in this folemn 
afl, the apoftle fays, Hebrews fixth, “ For men 
verily fvvear by the greater ; and an oath for con¬ 
firmation, is to them an end of all ftrife.” Such 
being the nature and falutary effedts of a folemn 
oath,—to difcover truth,-—to clear the innocent— 
to convidt the guilty, and to put a flop to the pro- 
grefs of unhappy contentions ■, the chriftian, who 
rightly knows his duty, will not refufe it, when de¬ 
manded by lawful authority. But it is to be la¬ 
mented, that the frequent repetition of oaths, tends 
to leffen their folemnity, and defeat the good end 
of their inftitution ; and that it is but too common 
to adminifter, and take them, without due confider- 
ation. 

God’s name is wickedly profaned, when perfons 
with evil and deftrudtion upon themfelves, or others. 
Profane fwearers with awful judgments and damna¬ 
tion upon themfelves; as tho’ they accufed God of 
injuftice, in delaying to execute vengeance upon 
them •, as tho’ their damnation lingered. Dread¬ 
ful impiety ! Perfons are liable to the judgment of 
this law, who wifh evil in their hearts, to any. 
“ Thou fhalt not hate thy brother in thy heart. 
Thoufhalt love thy neighbour as thyfelf.” Were 
the golden rule of ithe gofpel, of wilhing and doing 
to others, “ as ye would that others fhould to you.” 
in univerfal practice; all wrath and profanenefs 
would be banilhed, and the bleffings of chriftian 
love and peace abound. 

God’s name is profaned, when perfons think or 
fpeak with irreverence, or fcornfully, of divine infix- 
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tufions when they efteem the fabbath, the facra- 
menfs, and the duties of public and focial worfhip, 
as things of trifling importance ; when they feoff at 
the dotfrines of grace ; and hate and defpife the 
nrnifters and advocates of religion, on account of 
their work and profeffion j and when they ufe the 
fcriptures, in a way of profane wit and drollery. 
J he name of God is profaned, when perfons per- 
vert^the fcriptures, to countenance falfe dodtrines and 
vvorlliip, or to juftify immoral practices; when they 
wreft the fcriptures, in perverfe difputings, to their 
own condemnation ; when perfons are irreverent and 
inattentive, in their attendance on the worfhip and 
ordinances of God ; when they have but the form, 
and deny the power of god linefs; when they profefs 
religion to obtain a reputation, or to hide their co- 
vetoufnefs and crimes, that by an appearance of fanc- 
tity, they may more fuccefsfully defraud the inno¬ 
cent Againft perfons of this defeription, our Lord 
pronounces heavy woes, afluring them, that they 
fhail receive greater damnation than others. 

God’s name is profaned by thofe who abufe the 
good creatures, which God hath given for their 
fupport and comfort, in the indulgence of fenfual 
appetites and lufts ; it is profaned by cruelty towards 
the brutal creation ; and by fporting in the mifery 
and death of innocent animals. Let us, my bre¬ 
thren, facredly guard againft thefe and all other 
tranfgreflions, by which, a holy God is offended and 
profaned. May the rifing generation, cherifh an 
habitual, daily impreflion upon their minds of a pre- 
fent God ; who will be had in reverence by his crea¬ 
tures ; and fearing the tranfgreflion of this divine 
precept, “ let no corrupt communication, harbour 
in your heart, or proceed out of your mouth, but 
that which is good to the ufe of edifying. Let us 
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Walk honeftly, as In the day, not In rioting and 
drunkennefs, not in chambering and wantonnefs, 
not in ftrife and envy. But put ye on the Lord 
Jefus Chrift, and make no provifion for the flelh to 
fulfil the lufts thereof.” 

And may the grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift bs 
with us all, always. 

AMEN. 



SERMON VIII. 

The guilt and danger of profane finners—the virtues 
oppofite to profanenefs. 

Exodus xx. 7. 

Thou Jhalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in 
Vain, for the Lord will not hold him guiltlejs, that 
taketh his name in vain, > ; * 

WE have already explained what is to be under* 
flood by the name of God \ and w hat it is to 

profane his name. That this comprehenfive term is 
ufed to exprefs the exiftance, the nature and attri¬ 
butes of Deity \ all that he is in himfelf, and all that 
he is pleafed to communicate of the knowledge of his 
moft holy will, to his creatures. And that to pro¬ 
fane the name or God, is to think or fpeak irrever¬ 
ently of him ; or to behave towards God, in any or 
all the methods of the communications of his will* 
in a manner unfuitable, to the majefty of God, and 
h s authority over us, and our obligations to him. 
We come, 

2. To fpeak of the great evil and guilt of the fm 
of profanenefs. 

. Pr°fane Tinners are expofed to the wrath and 
judgments or almighty God, both in this life, and 
m the life to come. They caft off the fear and love 
ot God, are rebels againft his holy laws, forfeit the 
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favourable protection of Jehovah, and provoke his 
dreadful vengeance. They have chofen fome idol 
to which their fupreme affection and purfuits are de¬ 
voted. They love not the true God, nor reverence 
his authority. The language of the proud heart of 
the profane is, “ Who is the Lord, that I ftiould 
obey him ? He (hall not reign over us. Let us 
break his bands afunder, and cafi his cords, his laws, 
and commandments, from us.*’ 

Against fuch proud and impious finners, we 
muft reafonably expect, that the dreadful curfes of 
the law, are pointed *, and that “ God will not hold 
them guiltlefs.” And tho5 thro5 the forbearance of 
God, they may efcape remarkable judgments in this 
Jife, the holy fcriptures aflure us, that awful aggre- 
vated punilhments, is referved for them, in the fu¬ 
ture world of wo, Tho5 they profper in iniquity ; 
tho5 they who provoke God by profanenefs and im¬ 
piety, are increafed, and loaded with profperity, it 
is to them a curfe, rather than a blefiing ; for cc they 
treafure up wrath againft the day of wrath, and the 
revelation of the righteous judgment of God.55 

Human laws cannot reach all the tranfgreffions of 
this law : profanenefs, perjury and blafphemy, fre¬ 
quently efcape adequate puniftiment in this world. 
Laws are incompetent, and men reluctant to punifh 
fuch dreadful fins, whofe malignity is levelled prim¬ 
arily again c God. The juft punifhment of thefe 
crimes, is referved to God, to whom vengeance 
belongs. But one falutary end of the inftitution of 
majiftracy, is the fuppreffion of the crimes of pro¬ 
fanenefs : and much, no doubt, could be done, to 
difcountenance this defeftable vice, moft injurious 
to iociety, were majftrates in general, infpired 
with greater zeal for God, and fortitude in duty. 



It is however to be acknowledged, with gratitude fa 
heaven, that in this part of the country, we are 
ble/Ted with many refpe&able characters of this hon¬ 
orable profeffion, who fupport the dignity of their 
office ; who are a terror to evil doers, and of whom* 
profane linners Hand in awe, 

2. Profaneness is a vice* ruinous to the morals 
of a people. It is almoft univerfally attended with 
other immoralities. The profane fwearer, is re- 
gardlefs of promifes and of the truth •, he is falfe, 
proud, heady and contentious. He feeks his own 
ihtereft or pleafure* as his chief good, and facrifices 
the interefts and happinefs of men, when opportu¬ 
nities offer, to himfelf. He fpeaks evil of dignities, 
and fets his mouth againft heaven : for having caft 
off the fear of God, he regards not man* And 
what bond can reftrain him, who boldly defies the 
laws of God and of fociety ? What principle has he 
at heart, impeling him to the cultivation of the mo¬ 
ral virtues ? His example is hurtful and pernicious. 
He is a bad father, a bad fon, a bad matter, a bad 
fervant and a bad fubjectt. While treafon againft 
civil government is punifhed in this life, treafon 
againft God, will be punifhed in the life to come, 
by him who will reeompence wrath to his enemies. 

3. Profane perfons fometimes meet with fome 
awful ftroke of divine indignation, in this world, as 
a punifhment of this crime, and a prelude to more 
dreadful punifhment in the eternal world. As we 
fee in the inftance of a profane Cain, on whom 
God feta mark, as the victim of his juftice, and 
doomed him to wander a vagabond on the earth, 
fhunned and detefted by men. In the profane Tin¬ 
ners of the old world, who mocked at the folemn 
warnings from heaven; until defolation to the 

P 
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utter-mod came upon them. In the impious fcoftWs 
at godhnefs, m the cities of the plain ; over- 
whelmed by dorms of fiery vengeance, jn a pro- 
lane Efali, a hardened Pharaoh, a proud Nebu- 
chadnezer, and a bloody Herod •, and in the in- 
fiance of the ungodly and profane people of the 
Jevwfh nation, among whom the vice of profanenefs 
reigned ; who difpifed the prophets of the Lord and 
divine ordinances, and filled up the meafure of their 
cnnies by the crucifixion of Jefus, and impioufly 
imprecated the divine vengeance to fa!! upon them. 
And upon them, the juf^ wrath of God has fallen, 
from the days of our Saviour and his apoit!e$. For 
this caufej the once favoured and fertile land of 
Judea, now mourns under the curfe of barrennefs 
and barbarians ; and the people of that nation, have 
become a c hiding and bye word in the earth,,s? 
and outcafts among the nations, 1 hey are a livin01* 
evidence to all the earth, of the wrath and iud^- 
ments Of Almighty God, due to all profane' per- 
Tons and people. 

For dhe crimes condemned by this divine pre¬ 
cept, they were once doomed to long captivity in 
Babylon, and now to a wandering life of anxiety 
and vvretchedn'efs, over the earth. “ Seeing ye 
defpifed-the oath, by breaking the covenant, ye 
fhall not efcape. Thus faith the Lord, as I live, 
fu'relv my oath, that he hath defpifed, and my 
covenant that he hath broken, will I recompence 
upon his own head, and I will bring him to Baby¬ 
lon and piead with him there, for his trefpafTes that 
he hath trefpaffed againft me.55 This life is a ftate 
of trial and retribution to nations. They are pun- 
ifhed or profpered accordingly as they obferve the 
immutable laws of morality and the dodtrines of 
revelation. And the reafoa of this economy is. 

* 



that nations, ns fuch, have no future exigence. 
The focial ties, which combine nations, are diiTblved, 
by death. The righteous Governor of the world, 
therefore hath eftablithed a rule of conduCf towards 
them, according to their general national character. 
He hath eftablifhed the invariable connection of na¬ 
tional righteoufnefs and profperity ; and of fin and 
ruin, agreeable to a folemn declaration of the moffc 
High, applied to all nations, in all ages, recorded 
in the eighteenth chapter of the prophecy of Jere¬ 
miah. In fome inftances God has difplayed in a 
wonderful manner, the viable tokens of his favour, 
towards a righteous and holy nation and dreadful 
deftroying judgments, upon a people ripened for 
ruin. But the cafe is otherwife with individual per- 
fons. The righteous man fometimes fuffers for 
his righteoufnefs, and the wicked are profperous. 
This has been thought by fome, an argument 
againft the juftice of providence. And it would 
be, were there not a future date of retribution, in 
which the righteous will be glorioufly recompenced, 
for their perfeverence in faith and patience in afflic¬ 
tions ; and the profane abufers of the divine good- 
nefs, juftly punifhed. 

But the wifdom of God in his moral govern¬ 
ment of the world, has connected a certain degree 
of reward to virtue in this life, and of punifhment 
to vice ; and thus gives to men, by the light of 
reafon, a fure argument, that invariable juftice 
governs the world, and that men will receive in the 
future world, a recompence, according to their cha¬ 
racters. Thus the vice of falfehood is followed with 
the lofs cf credit,—fraud and difflonefty, by infamy, 
—intemperance and;fenfual|ty, by the entailment of 
difeafes and untimely death,—and profanenefs by 
the lofs of influence and reputation, and the con- 



tempt of good men. Thefe tokens of heaven*s difr 
approbation of vice, are expreffive monitions, of 

greater punifhmeats, which await bold tranfgreflbrs, 
when they fhall have finifhed their ftate of trial for 
eternity. 

But a pleafing reward, the anticipation of future 
happinefs, attends a life of virtue and piety. The 
righteous man is honored and loved, by the wife 
and good : the profane perfon is feared and contem¬ 
ned. The righteous man has peace of mind, con¬ 
fiding in God, tho’ his outward condition may be 
diftreffing : the profane perfon has perplexity and 
trouble of confcience, tho* his worldly circumftances 
may be profperous, 

* 

Profane perfons, tho? apparently bold, are in 

reality great cowards : they are profane in a calm, 
but devout in a ftorm,—they are impious in profpe- 
rity, and mean in adverfity,—they blafpheme God, 
but are afraid of men. Their happinefs is in ap¬ 
pearance, and not real. Unlefs hardened beyond 
reproof, they feel at times the dreadful accufations 
of an awakened confcience; and <c deftrudlion 
from God is a terror to them ” They are believ¬ 
ers in the prcfpedt of death, but infidels in health. 
An impious Belfhazzar profanes the facred veffels 
of the fandtuary, in mid-night reyelling; but his 
limbs trembled and fmote together, at the difcovery 
of the divine hand, writing his doom. The ways 
and works of the profane will not eventually pros¬ 
per. The moft high hath faid, “ The curfe fhall 
enter into the houfe of the thief, and into the houfe 
of him, that fweareth falfely by my name.” If 
profane finners efcape temporal iudgments, they 
have reafon to fear the inflidtion or judgments more 
dreadful, even fpiritual judgments, cf hardnefs of 
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heart, and the divine dereliction, placing them 
even in this life, beyond the calls of mercy and 
falvation, and dooming them to remedilefs deftruc- 
tion. 

The. imprecations of profane finners, and their 
works are fometimes retaliated upon them. cc As 
they have done, fo God hath requited them,55 
Or, in the prophetic ftiie of the plalmift, “As 
he loved curling, fo let it come unto him; as he 
clothed himfelf with curfing, like as a garment, fo 
let it come unto his bowels like water, and like oil 
into his bones, let it be unto him, as the garment 
that covereth him.55 

With lively emotions of compaflion and farrow, 
let us leave the profane tranfgrefibr, to his own 
confcience and to God, and enquire. 

Lastly, what are thofe virtues and duties, 
which are oppofite to the fins prohibited. The 
oppofite of the profanation of God’s name, is to 
reverence or fanCtify it. “ SanCtify the Lord of 
hefts, and let him be your fear, and let him be 
your dread.” Our Lord hath taught us, the du¬ 
ties commanded in this precept, in the firft petition, 
oi the divinely comprehensive form of prayer, “ hal¬ 
lowed be thy name” 

J. It implies the duty of meditating on God, 
with reverend and devout exercifes of heart, and 
looking to him with humble and adoring importu¬ 
nity, for all that light and grace which are necefiary, 
to our forming juft and true conceptions, of his 
adorable character, perfections and will. God is 
the greateft and moft glorious being in the uni- 
verfe, and we fandtify his name, when we make 
him the chief objed of our thoughts, our ftudy, and 
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our love We fhould meditate on God as that 
glorious being, by whofe power and goodnefs we 

and on vvbofT8 enj°7’ ^ mome»tSof exigence,’ and on vvnofe favor we are to depend, for its conti 
nuance, and ror all that good which fhall be needful' 

l ouf futurer exiftence, defirable and happy’ 
It implies that we fPeak of God, with devout 
ments, of fear and love. That whenever we ex- 

thafirT "I31”6’ h’Sr P.erfe<5Hons> works and word, 

occafions! a‘WayS “ fen°US dlfcourfe’ or °n folemn 

2. It implies tnat we readily and cheerfuhv 
obey the notices of his will. The7 will of God re¬ 
lative to our duty, is communicated to us, by rich 
and plentiful means. The exigence, the maiefty 
the wifdom and beneficence of God, are difplayed 
m the works or creation and providence ; and many 
01 the virtues of morality and righteoufnefs towards 

’ and of piety and devotion towards God, are dif- 
eoverable from thefe fources, and from the divine 
impreflions on the natural confcience ; but the facred 
fcnptures give us more true and exalted conceptions 

God, andjufter notions of our condition, depen- 
aence and obligations, than all other means of in¬ 
formation, which heaven hath given to mankind. 

* -ALT!ji0’ the works of creation proclaim the ma- 
jafty and the goodnefs of God : yet the fun, moon 
and dai s, go not preach the gofpel, or teach guilty 
ifntiers, the way of their acceptance with a holy God ; 
how he will be worfhippcd, or how they mav be faved 
from condemnation, and po/Iefs eternal life and fe- 
ncity. b or thefe luminous and jovful difcoveries 
for want of which, the wifeft heathen wandered in 
darknefs, perplexed with errors ; for thefe difcover- 
ses we are indebted to divine revelation, emphatical- 

»: 
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iy called “ the word of God, which can make us 
wife to falvation.” There we have line upon line, 
and precept upon precept, to guide us in the paths 
of peace and holinefs, unto eternal life. We are 
tp receive the hi hi e as a moft precious meflage from 
God, containing the whole duty of man ; to read, 
Lear and meditate upon its blefied contents, with 
thai. fe. loufnefs, love and devotion which it demands 
from us ^ and make it the profitable and plea/ing 
lUDjed or our daily meditation. We fandify God 
iri and by his word,, when with prayerful hearts, di« 
veiled of prejudice, we enquire at thofeholy oracles, 
what is truth r and conform our faith and pradice 
vvhohy to its facred precepts. For the law of the 
Cordis perfecf. converting the foul; and the gof- 
I*1 of Jefus, can make the fmipie wife to falvation. 

3- We are devoutly to wait on God in ail the 
tvays of Ins appointment, to obtain the faving bene- 
fits of his grace. The ordinances of the labbath, 
the mtmftration of the gofpel, the facraments and 
Frayer, are to be obferved by us, with ferioufnefs, 
u.emuity gratitude and praife ; imploring the 

blefling of God upon them, to our comfort and 
falvation : for they are inftrumental means, divine- 
y oroaireo, for this end. If our hearts are opened 

to inftrudion, they will be fandified to us, to in- 
crea.e our knowledge of God and of duty, to eftab- 
iilh and confirm our faith in the divine promifes 
and invigorate our hope, and love and zeal ; to 
punfy our hearts from fin, and affimulate us to a 
hmy re.emo.ance of him, who hath called us out of 
the darknefs and guilt of our fallen ftate, into the 

don,VC‘ °US <lgh£ 0t hlS fPintual and everlafting king- 

4. W e are to fandify God, by meditatio 
the glorious works of creation and providen 

upon 
and 
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adoring him for all the wonderful difplays of his 
greatnefs, his wifdom and goodnefs therein. “ Hi* 
works are marvellous, fought out by all them, that 
have pleafure in them.” In the contemplation of 
the ftarry heavens, and thofe works of the almighty 
which come within the compafs of our knowledge, 
the ferious mind will be filled, with admiration, 
and the heart warmed with love and reverence of the 
creator, from whom the hofts of heaven came, and 
whole adorable perfections are manifested in them. 
We are to reverence God in his providences; by 
gratitude and praife for mercies, for protections 
and deliverences : to acknowledge his hand in all 
events which happen to us, humbly fubmitting to 
affi i&ive difpenfations, as wife and juft and good, 
and committing ctirfelves at ali times to his holy 
keeping. 

5. We fan<5Hfy die name of God, by fincere re- 
pentence of fin, and confeftion to God, and a 
willing and cheerful fubmiffion of our fouls to the 
method of ourfalvation by Jefus Chrift. The gift 
of Chrift to redeem us, is the richeft gift of heaven 
to men, K This is a faithful faying, and worthy 
of all acceptance, that Jefus Chrift came into the 
world to five finners.” Thanks be to God for this 
unfpeakahle gift. The Saviour comes to redeem 
its from fin, and all our wo, and to raife the believ¬ 
ing and obedient, to diftinguifhed honors and feli¬ 
city, in the heavenly world. A proper fenfe of the 
mercy of God herein, will excite the pious mind to 
reverence and adore the divine goodnefs, which 
remembered us in our low eftate, and fent his fan 
to fave us. We are to reverence God, by an en¬ 
lightened zeal to maintain his pure worship and or¬ 
dinances, in oppofition to errors, from every quar¬ 
ter *, and “ to ftand fa ft in the light and libertv of 
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the gofpel •, vifiting the temptations of the world, 
the fieSh and the devil; and fupporting a lively faith 
in God our Saviour, which obtains the victory, and 
overcometh the world.” 

W£ will dole this fubjedt, with a few 

REFLECTIONS. 
, t' ■ , 

i. It is matter of grief to good men to hear or 
fee the name of God profaned, either in that more 
retrained fenfe, to which common fpeech confines 
the profanation of the name of God or that more 
extenfive fenfe, to which the latitude of the precept 
extends. As a fubjedt honors his fovereign, and a 
child his father ; and are offended when their name 
and character are abufed, fo the faithful fervant of 
God, is wounded at the profane fpeeches, and 
ungodly lives of finners. « I beheld, fays the 
pSalmiSt, the tranfgrefiors, and was grieved, be¬ 
came they keep not thy law.” T'heir grief arifes 
from two cauSes, one is their regard for God, ami 
teal for his glory , and the other, the dreadful guilt 
whicn profane finners heap upon themfelves, where¬ 
by they are preparing for hatlening dreadful punifli- 
ment. A facred zeal for the honor of Go'd, whofe 
ordinances were profaned by unlawful traffic, exci- 
tea our Lord, to drive from the inclofures of the 
ifiO.y temple, thofe mercenary finners, who had pci- 
luted it. A degree of the like pure Zeal for God, 

. ‘ the ordinances of the gofpel, infpires every 
p;ous mind. They esteem the fabbath a delierht 
and its ordinances holy and honorable v ftnvinp to 
maintain the beauty of holinefs, in the fervid" of 
God and their Saviour. They are edified and 
pieafed to See others walking in the ordinances and 
commandments of the Lord, and honoring tbeif 

O a 
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chriftian profefiion, by lives of fobriety, righteauC 
nefs and godlinefs. They are grieved to fee the 
houfe and ordinances of God nesdedled* and his 

w * 

name profaned, by the unhallowed lips and lives of 
men. This regard to divine ordinances is, firs, a 
teft of your love and loyalty to God. If you are 
the friends cf God, you will honor his inftitutions, 
and by your good example, will ftrive to have all 
men glorify your father in heaven. Opprefled with 
a diftreffing feige in Jerufalem, a pious Hezekiah, 
was more grieved at the blafphemous fpeeches of 
the enemy, againft God, than any other calamity. 
The honor of God was dear to him. It is a fure 
evidence of a child of God, to be troubled at the 
difhonor which fin does to God, efpecially the fin of 
profaning his name, his worfhip, his word, his or¬ 
dinances, and the bounties cf his providence.— 
Have you this filial temper ? Is the honour of God, 
your heavenly father* near your heart ? When you 
behold the tranfgreffors, the profane, the intemper¬ 
ate, the irreligious and immoral, are you grieved, 
becaufe they tranfgrefs the good and holy laws of 
your God ? Do you fincereiy ‘pity them, and by 
all prudent ways, endeavour to reclaim them to 
virtue, and to God ? Remember for your encou¬ 
ragement, that he that converted! a foul, from the 
error of his ways. Avail fave f rom death, and hide a 
multitude of fins. 

2. This fubjedl founds a dreadful alarm to pro¬ 
fane finners. God will not hold them guilders.55 
The wrath of God, is now revealed from heaven, 
in terrible accents, in the curies of his law, againft 
the profane abufers of his name and grace; but 
more dreadful will be the terrors cf its execution on 
them. O that they were wife, to confider the awful 
juftice of that glorious being,, whofe name is their 
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fport, whofe authority they now defpife, and whofe 
incenfed vengeance they muft endure ! That by 
timely repentence and reformation, they may efcape 
the wrath to come, upon the finally impenitent. 

Cursing and fwearing is emphatically called the 
language of hell. That difmal region refbunds with 
blafphemies againfi: God, and mutual horrid accuia- 
tions and curies. Let none of you, firs, cherifh 
this infernal fire. The profane finner carries a hell 
in miniature in his own breaft ; and oaths and cur- 
fes are as the fmoke of the bottomlefs pit, ifiuing 
out of his mouth. As he loved curling, it will 
come upon him, and the curfes of this fiery law, 
will fall upon him, thro’ hopelefs ages. The profane 
perfon like Efau, will be rejected of God. Too 
late will he fee his folly : but will find no place for 
repentence, tho’ like him, he Ihould feek it care¬ 
fully, with tears. By the dreadful increafe of this 
fin, the land mourneth. Multitudes of the riling 
generation lifp the language of profanity. They 
take it by imitation from their fuperiors in age. 
How melancholy the thought, that in any inftancesj 
children catch this vice from their parents. That 
thofe who are in the place of God, to their chil¬ 
dren, to teach them to reverence the name and wor- 
Ihip of God, yet do by their example, teach them 
to profane his name. O ye profane parents, -will it 
alleviate your future torments, that you have 
brought your children, and others to that world of 
mifery ? The guilt and punilhment of your own fins, 
and the fins of others, will lie dreadfully upon you," 
an infupportable weight, finking you down in the 
gulf of eternal errors. A holy God, provoked by 
this heaven-daring impiety, has threatened, that he 
will caufe his fury to come, to take vengeance. Will 
profane finr.ers provoke the Lord to wrath ? Are 
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they ftranger th/m he ? An alarming confederation,; 
attends this vice, which is, that it hardens the 
heart, and fortifies it againft conviction of the truth, 
and thus prevents the finners falvation, and feals 
his dreadful doom. 

Finally, my brethren, let us habituate our 

minds to a folemn reverence of God. Let him be 
in all our thoughts, for on him wc continually de¬ 
pend, and to him, we mud give account of all our 
thoughts, our fpeech and behaviour ; and from his 
unerring tribunal, we muft receive a fentence for 
eternity, according to our characters. 

* 1 * 4 • . 

May the folemn and momentous fcenes of eter-; 
nity, on which w'e fhall fpeedily enter, powerfully 
retrain from all irreverent and profane fpeech and 
behaviour, towards our almighty Creator and Judge, 
whom all creatures are bound to fear, to love and 
ierve, with all their powers, thro* all periods of 
their exigence ^ who is able to fave the fouls who 
fanctify his name, and to deftroy profane finners, 
both body and foul in hell. 1 

When the ungodly and profane, fhall be con¬ 
founded with confcious guilt, and overwhelmed with 
wrath divine, thofe who fear God, and keep his 
commandments, will be joyful in his falvation, and 
praife and honor and worihip him forever, 
■*Y' 1 

A M E N, 



SERMON IX. 

The Divine inftitution of the Sabbath.—The ad- 
' vantages derived from the religious obfervance of 

the Sabbath. 

PRECEPT FOURTH, 

Exodus xx. 8, 9, io, 11, 

Remember the fabbath day, to keep it holyl 

Six days Jhalt thou labour and do all thy work ; But 

the /event h day is the fabbath of the Lord thy God; in it 
thou /halt not do any work^ ihouy nor thy fony nor thy 

daughter, thy man fervant, nor thy maid fervanl, nor 

thy cattle, nor thy Jlranger that is within thy gates• 

For infix days the Lord made heaven and earthy the 

fea, and all that in them is> and rejled the feventh day : 

wherefore the Lord bleffed the fabbath day\ and hallowed 
• W * 

It. 

THIS divine precept of the moral law, points 
out the proportion of time, confecrated to the 

immediate worfhip of God,w and fpecial religious 
duties. The firft commandment of the decalogue 
teaches us the objeSt of religious worlhip ; the fecond 
the manner of our worfhip the third, the confeder¬ 
ation, reverence and folemnity, which becomes us 
in all our meditations on God, and approaches to 

him in deity $ and the fourth, the proportion of 
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our time, to be employed in the religious duties of 
meditation, fecret devotion, and in public and fociaJ 
worlhip, and the reafons for the appointment of one 
day in feven, confecrated to the immediate worihio 
of God. r 

What is propofed, from this iaft precept of the 
fine table Gf the moral law, is 

I. 1 o fpeak of the original inftitution of the fab- 
bath. 

II. The benefits derived from the religious obfer- 
vance of the fabbath. 

III. That the obfervance of the fabbath is a gofpel 
ordinance i and to explain the fpecial duties re¬ 
quired, and how they are to be performed. 

I. The fabbath was inftituted by Jehovah, im+ 
mediately upon the finifhing the glorious works 
of creation. In the fecond chapter of Genefis, its 
original inflitution is recorded. “ God blefiecl the 
feventh day and fan&ified it; becaufe that in it, he 
had refled fiom all his works, which God created 
and made.91 

Adam and Eve were created on the fixth day, 
and God appointed the fucceeding feventh day, as 
a day of holy reft, and religious folemnity and joy. 
God blefted and fan&ified the fabbath. It was made 
for man’s edification and comfort in God. It was 
lirft kept by our innocent primeval parents in Pari- 
dife : 7 he holy angels ailifting, and uniting with 
them, in the celebration of the praifes of the glori¬ 
ous Creator. And what a foiemn joyful day to 
them, who but the day before, came from nothing 
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into exlftenc6, perfect in ftature, and in underftand- 
ing, with hearts that beat refponfive, in wonder* 
gratitude and love to God, for all his glory and 
gcodnefs, difplayed around them, and upon them ! 
The fun has never rofe upon fuch a happy pair. In 
all the charms of innocence, and blooming youth 
and beauty, on that facred morning, they beheld 
for the firft time, with raptures of holy joy, light 
dawning in the eaft, and the fun arifing mild and 
glorious ^ and their new formed tongues broke 
forth in exclamations and fongs of praife to their 
Creator. All things were new to them, and excited 
their profoundeft, devout admiration and love. 
T hey faw and adored the wifdom and goodnefs of 
God, in their own creation, and in all his ftupen- 
dous works on the earth and heavens. The mate¬ 
rial creation, feemed to them to confefs God, as its 
author, in lilent, but expreffive language. And 
the living creatures, birds and beafts, pleafed with 
their new exiftence, praifed God in various harmo¬ 
nious notes and founds. And Adam was as the 

.prieftof creation, to praife God, for them. The 
holy angels united with our firft parents, in the 
celebration of the high praifes of God, for all his 
wonderful works of power and goodnefs, on that 
holy day. Then thofe morning ftars, the fons of 
God, fang together, and fhouted for joy. 

The moft high having fanCtified the day, as a fea- 
fon of religious folemnity and facred joy, probably 
on the firft fabbath, condefcended to give to the 
parents of mankind, fome fpecial tokens of his pre¬ 
tence in Paradife, and directions for the obiervance 
of the day, for their edification and comfort, and 
his own glory. Never was a fabbath fo devoutly 
and joyfully obferved : Forman was then but lit¬ 
tle lower than the angels in intelligence and dignity. 
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pofleffing the image of his maker, in holinefs and 
reditude. But we have reafon, aias, to conclude 
that it was the laft, as well as firft fabbath, which 
has ever been kept in perfedt purity, innocency and 
happinefs. O ye highly favored, yet unhappy pa¬ 
rents of the human race, how foon, thro’ the frailty 
of your nature, and the fubtle enmity of the foe of 
God and man, too loon, did ye loofe the crown of 
innocency, and fall as Lucifer, fon of the morning. 
But if the earthly paradife was loft by the firft Adam, 
y ed bo C oo, a ceieftial paradife is found, by 
the fecond A darn, the Lord jefus Chrift j and the 
fallen fon a of men are now invited to enter its blifs- 
ful and immortal bovvers. 

TnE-hiftory of the tranfadions of the firft ages of 
the world, are fummarily comprifed in a few pages,' 
byMofes,the infpired hiftorian, & thro’ the long pe¬ 
riod of two thoufand five hundred years, from the cre¬ 
ation, to the deliverence from Egypt, there is no ex- 
prefs mention of the fabbath. But we have reafon to 
conclude that it was obferved agreeably to the original 
inftitution, by pious patriarchs and the church, with¬ 
out much interruption, to that time. Adam, no 
doubt, taught his children to keep it. There is an 
intimation that Cain and Abel worftripped God by 
facriftce, on that day. It is mentioned that in pro¬ 
ofs of time, they brought an offering unto the Lord : 
or as it may be tranflated, (it the end of the days, that 
is on the fabbath. The ancient faints and patriarchs 
publicly wor,Tipped God, and as to the manner and 
feafon, no doubt, agreeably to the divine direction. 
And that time was the fabbath, which God took 
care early to ordain, as a falelTed mean of preferving 
the knowledge of the true God, and original reve¬ 
lations. 



It is evident that thefabbath was known and ob- 
ferved before the delivery of the law at Sinai. Men¬ 
tion is made of it foon after I fra el’s leaving Egypt, 
as a thing known to them. To-morrow is the 
reft of the holy fabbath unto the Lord,—do the 
people refted on the feventh day.” This was pro¬ 
bably the feventh day in fucceffion from their com¬ 
ing out of Egypt, and that day might happen on the 
fabbath, or elfe the fabbath was re-inftituted, in com¬ 
memoration of that great deliverance. Altho’ in 
the text the realbn given for the obfervance of the 
fabbath, is God’s refting from his works, the feventh 
day, yet in Deuteronomy, in which the decalogue is 
repeated, another reafon is given, which was the won¬ 
derful deliverance which God wrought for the people 
of Ifrael, in their redemption from Egypt. “ Keep 
tne fabbath day to fandify it,—and remember that 
thou waft a fervant in the land of Egypt, and that the 
Lord thy God, brought thee out thence, thro’ a 
mignty hand, and by a ftretched out arm ; therefore 
the Lord thy God commanded thee to keep the 
fabbath day.” I he fabbath was originally, inftitu- 
ted to commemorate the work of creation ; but 
here to commemorate the redemption of the church 
of God, from the tyranny of Pharaoh and the fla- 
very of Egypt; figurative of our redemption from 
lm : and poffibly the day was changed from the 
feventh, to the day of that deliverance. “ The 
Lordblefied the fabbath day and fandifiedit.” It 
is not faid that the feventh, but thn fabbath day was 
bleffed and falsified. And which day of the week 
t us mall be, depends upon the pofitive will of him 
Who is Lord of the fabbath. The moral obligation 
of the law remains unalterable, but the particular 
day is a pofitive mftitution, and therefore might be 
changed, and fame other day inftituted, in ccmme- 
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moration of fome great deliverance, as that of the 
church of Ifrael from Egypt. 

This was fo wonderful an event as it refpe&ed the 
church and the world, that God commanded them 
to alter the beginning of their civil year in conform!^ 
ty to it. And with equal propriety might the day of 
the fabbath be altered *, and that without difannulling 
the commemoration of the works of creation. It is 
called fabbath, which fignifies a holy reft, not only 
a cefiation from fecular bufinefs, but a ceafingf 
from the fervitude of fin ; and fpending the day m 
the adlive fcrvice of God, and the duties of religion. 
It is a day which God has in a fpecial manner blef- 
fed and fan&ified, for religious purpofes. It is to 
be fandtified by us, or kept holy, becaufe it is a fig¬ 
ure of the heavenly reft *, and is given as a pledge 
of the holy and everlafting fabbath of reft, in the 
heavenly world. There were other days of religious 
feftival appointed to be obferved by the Jewifh 
church, which are fometimes called fabbaths, as the 
paftbver, in commemoration of their deliverance 
from Egypt, and typical of our redemption, by 
Jefus Chrift, the lamb of God, by whole blood we 
are laved from wrath to come :—the feaft of taber¬ 
nacles, in remembrance of the miraculous prefer- 
vation of the church in the wildernefs ; and the annual 
days of atonement for fin. There was alfo the fabba- 
tical year : for every feventh year the land lay un- 
tilled. There was neither fowing, nor harvefting 
that year. God gave therein, conftant proof of his 
fpecial fuperintending providence over his church, 
and taught them their dependence. The great in¬ 
crease of the ground, during the fix preceeding 
years, afforded an abundant fupply for the feventb. 

The religious ohfervance of the fabbath* cr t 



feventh part of time, is both a moral and pofitive law. 
That it is a moral law, or a law neceffarily refulting 
from the reafon and fitnefs of things, appears, 

1. In its being given with the other precepts of 
the law, all of which are of a moral kind. It was 
given by Jehovah with utmoft folemnity, and in- 
fcribed on ftone as a perpetual law. The ceremo¬ 
nial laws were repealed on their accomplifhment by 
Jefus Chrift, They had refpe<5t to him and to the 
gofpel church, and therefore vanifhed when they 
had accomplished the end of their inftitution. But 
the weekly fabbath remains in force, becaufe it is ty¬ 
pical of the heavenly reft. It was not therefore 
abolifhed by the gofpel difpenfation, as the ceremo¬ 
nial laws were. As thefe laws and obfervances were 
fhadows of good things to come, and were not fet 
afide until thofe good things did come : fo the week¬ 
ly fabbath, being a fhadow of the heavenly reft, will 
not be fet afide, until the end of the world, when 
the everlafting fabbatifm of the church of the re¬ 
deemed, will commence. 

2. That the inftitution of the fabbath is a moral 
law appears, from the obligations of creatures to 
worfhip God. And in order to this a certain time 
or feafon muft be fet apart. As mankind are mutu¬ 
ally dependent and united in fociety, and as focie- 
ties receive bleffings from God, it is proper that 
they fhould worfhip God together in a focial ftate. 
As the light of nature, ora principle of gratitude, 
obliges us, as individuals, to acknowledge our de- 
pendance and obligations to God, for perfonal mer¬ 
cies, the fame principles oblige us fo to do, in pub¬ 
lic or focial worfhip. Heathen people offer to God, 
public facrafices of thanfgiving and atonement. 
Natural gratitude invites to the one, and confcious 
guilt impels them to the other. The fabbath is an 
inftitution calculated and intended, to increafe our 



t32 
--r i t 

kaowleage of God and duty, and the promotion of 
our mutual edification comfort and falvation. And 
God is more vifibly glorified by worfhipping aflem- 
bhes, than private devotion. As God is glorified, 
2nd our knowledge and falvation promoted by the 
ordinance of public worfhip, on the fabbath, we 
hence infer its obligation, becaufe thefe are the two 
principle ends of our exiftence. The law of the 
fabbath is a pofitive law, fo far as it prefcribes the 
proportion of time, to be confecrated to the duties 
or religion. God was pleafed to ordain a feventh 
part of our time. We may admire the wifdom and 
goodnefs of God in this. Had it been the eighth 
or tenth, or twentieth day, we fhould have been 
more liable to lofe a fenfe of God, and the practi¬ 
cal influence of religion ; and had it been oftner 
than one day in feven, it would have interfered with 
the neceflary duties, of our temporal life. 

* 

Thus the fabbath is a moral Jaw, as it requires 
the public and focia! worfhip of almighty God, and 
is neceflary to our knowledge of God and duty, and 
our fpiritual and eternal happinefs. All that is 
pofitive in its inftitution, is the defignation of the 
day, or the proportion of time confecrated to its 
qbfervance. It is neceflary that the divine autho¬ 
rity fhould defignate the time, for were it left to the 
option of mankind, a diverfity of days would be cb- 
ferved, by different focieties and people, and the 
good effeds of its inftitution loft in a great degree, 
and perhaps totally. Impreffed with a fenfe ofduty 
to Gcd, and of the wifdom of the inftitution, chrif- 
tian legiftatures, have univerfally, by human laws 
eftablifhed the obfervance of the fabbath. They 
have found the great utility of it to fociety, and to 
the order, peace and happinefs of mankind. And 
its happy influence on fociety, was probably one 
defign of our merciful Creator, iu its inftjtution. 
So we come. 



II. To fliew the advantages of the religious obfer- 
vance of the fabbath. 

• All God’s ordinances are wife and merciful, and 
intended for the beft good and happinefs of mankind. 
This is efpecially the cafe in the ordinance of the 
fabbath. It is happily calculated for the beft inter- 
ifts of mankind, in this world, and in the world to 
come. Civil laws, with all the neceft'ary pains and 
penalties of difobedience, cannot fo effedtually pre¬ 
serve the order, the harmony and happinefs of focie- 
ty, or reftrain from immorality, as the religious ob¬ 
servance of the fabbath. And the reafon is, that 
this divine inftitution, as it immediately refpedts 
God, takes hold of the confcieace, and regulates the 
principle of adtion, the life and converfation. But 
it is principally defgned, to train up mankind, by 
divine inftrudion, for the pure and perfedt fociet’y 
of the heavenly world, and for the everlafting, holy 
and joyful fabbath, promifed to the faithful. A 
confideration of a few particulars wijl explain the 
wifdom of the inftitution and advantages of the ob¬ 
servance of the fabbath. 

x.- The human frame requires reft from the fa¬ 
tigues of labour, one day in Seven. It is necefta- 
ry to recruit the exhaufted ftrength, and Spirits of 
the laoorious part of our fpecies, that with renewed 
ftrength and cheerfulnefs, man may go forth to his 
work and labour, thro’fix days of the week. The 
Ifraentcs were commanded, not only to ceale from 
labor, but to exadt none from their fervants, or any 
under their care. They were to recal to remem¬ 
brance, their rigorous rervitude in Egypt, which 
they were compelled to perform on the fabbath, and 
all days, to their extreme grief. 

f.^e ^un_iane> it.is a pleafing confideration, 
tiiat this day is favourable to the comfort of the 
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brutal creatures.' They enjoy a reft. They labor 
m the lervice of mankind, fix days of the week, and 
many of them meet with hard and cruel ufage, from 
their unmerciful owners. They are fubjeded to 
the vanity and caprice of men, not willingly ; and 
groan for deuveiance. It is to them a merciful 
law. “ On the Seventh day, thou fhalt reft, that 
thine ox, and thine ais may' reft, and that thy ler* 
want, and the ftranger, may be refrefhed.3’ The 
reft of the fabbath is not a detriment to men’s tem¬ 
poral intereft : but on the contrary is promotive of 
it, as it affords renewed vigor to man and beaft, 
to purfue the labours of the week, Labor without 
ceffation would deftroy the health and fhorten the 
lives of men. 

2. It cherifhes andfupports the kind and focial 
aftedions. Tho’ men may difagree in all other 
points, they are united with a few exceptions, in 
the religious obfervance of the fabbath. A whole 
people meeting together, at the place and feafon ap¬ 
pointed, to pay their acknowledgments of duty and 
obedience to God, fenfible of their wants and de¬ 
pendence on God, and their mutual dependence alfo 
upon each other, and imploring {he divine mercies 
for themfelves, their friends and fellow men; ne- 
ceffarily unites men in bonds of mutual benevolence 
and love. To alienable, by the command of God, 
upon his holy day, to receive his blefling, to con¬ 
template the glories of his perfedions and works, to 
hear the folemn and fublime truths and duties re¬ 
vealed in his word, and to offer up devout fupplica- 
tions in prayer and praife, and Handing as in the 
immediate prefence ot the creator and parent of the 
univerfe, and father of fpirits, and the common 
benefador of mankind, upon whofe bounty and blef¬ 
fing all are equally and forever dedendant; an in- 



*35 

•ftitution like this muft effeCt every heart, which is 
hot uncommonly depraved, with noble and elevated 
fentiments, eradicate each low aod malevolent 
thought, and infpire the foul with a benevolence of 
difpofition, towards his fellow worfhippers, and all 
mankind. 

3. Public worfhip is a public fchool of know¬ 
ledge and virtue. The doctrines and practical prin¬ 
ciples of natural and revealed religion, are explained, 
and enforced upon the confciences of men, in our 
worfhipping aflembles, on the fabbath. Its inftitu- 
tion habituates our minds to a confcioufnefs of the 
exiftence, the prefence and perfections of God, and 
our acCountablenefs to him. It imprefies upon us 
the certainty of a ftate of final and eternal retribution, 
of felicity or mifery, according to our moral charac¬ 
ter. The Bible is the facred oracle of the fabbath, 
and in the miniftration of it, we are taught all that 
the Lord our God requires of us. What are thofe 
fpecial duties which we owe to God, to one another, 
and to ourfelves. 

Bv the religious oblervance of this day, we arrive a £ 
the knowledge of the end of our creation, and the at¬ 
tainment of virtue and durable happinefs. A future 
ftate of exiftence is a natural principle, but almoft ex- 
nnguifhe* among the rude nations of the world, by 
the prevalence of various lufts and paftions. The or¬ 
dinance of the fabbath is neceffary to keep alive this 
principle, and to call it into exercife. And where 
it is obferved, people fhevv its happy fruits in the 
practice of the duties of piety and righteoufnefs.— 
The inftitution preferves the morals of a people, dif- 
pofing them to things true, juft, honeft and of good 

rePor^., Jiie enei?ies °f revealed religion, thofe 
wite philosophers of this world, have conceded to its 

7 
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advocates, the utility and advantages of the fabbathj 
as it refpefts the order and happinefs of fociety. 

4* 
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The obfer vance of the fabbath is neceflary to up¬ 
hold vifible religion and morality. This is confirm¬ 
ed by reafon and obfervatjon. In thofe places iii 
which the fabbath is not religioufly obferved, igno¬ 
rance, ill manners and vices abound. The inhabi¬ 
tants are generally idle, profane and contentious, 
and ripen themfelves for divine corrections. Thofe 
who rejeft divine inftitutions, and the worffiip and 
fear ot God, are deftitute of an efficient principle of 
righteoufnefs towards men* “ For they who fear 
not God, neither will they regard man.” Perfons of 
this defcription, have no reftraint from the fupreme 
purfuit of their own intereft or pleafure $ and to the 
accomplishment of their felfifh purpofes, all things 
are made fubfervient. A felfifh difpofition abforbs 
thejudgment and the paflions, and they are lovers 
of pleafure, more than lovers of God* 

It is a folerrm confideration, which fhould par¬ 
ticularly arreft the ferious attention of parents ; that 
a vicious and ungodly life ufually commences with 
the profanation of the fabbath. And on the other 
hand, thofe who have been taught from early life, 
to attend to the facred duties of this day, have gen¬ 
erally retained a regard to virtue and religion, thro1 
life. Allow me to mention, what has been often ob¬ 
ferved, that of thefmail number of criminals, who have 
come to untimely deaths, by the hand of public juf- 
tice in this part cf the country, perhaps the greater 
part, have dated the beginningof the crimes, which 
brought them there, from their negledl and profa¬ 
nation of the fabbath, in younger life. 

As ferious parents would fhudder at the thought 
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bf their children's growing up in ignorance of God, 
and becoming examples of vice and mifery in this 
world, and of perdition in the world to come ; as 
they ftiould fear left the guilt of their blood, be re¬ 
quired at their hands, to whom God has committed 
their children as a fblemn charge, to be educated to 
know, to love and ferve him forever : as they wifh 
them to be good,ufefiil and happy in life, and blefled 
beyondtne grave; they will notneglecftto teach them 
by precept and example, the folemn and important 
duty of remembering and keeping the holy fabbath* 

The ancient chriftians called the fabbath the 
queen of days, and choiceft of the feven, becaufe 
God has confecrated it, as the medium of fpiritual 
and heavenly bleffings ; becaufe the foul is purified 
and elevated by the ifudy and contemplation of the 
uiblimeft and beft objects, attains to the knowledge 
and dignity of its nature, and enjoys the manifes¬ 
tations of the love and mercies of God, who makes 
his children joyful in his houfe of prayer. 

I fliall now conclude this difcourfe, with aflcinff 
your ferious attention and earnefl: enquiry, after 
thofe fpiritual privileges and heavenly bleffings, 
which God gives to thofe who with pious believing 
louis fandlify his holy day. The ordinances of 
this day are the fpecial mean of communicating to 
our fouls, the bleffings of eternal falvation. God 
has fandbfied and bleffied the day to this end. He 
honors tne ordinances of his appointment The 
Lord loveth the gates of Zion, more than all the 
pnvate dwellings of his people.” There he meets 
tne tinner, with illuminating and convincing influ¬ 
ences or ms word and fpirit, and turns his feet from 
tne path of death and ruin, into the way ofholinefs 

aad hfe- 1 {’>e humble foul convinced of fin and in- 
* S 



quiring Jor falvation, there hears the voice of par¬ 
doning mercy, faying, 64 Son be of good cheer* 
thy fins are forgiven thee.55 There the fincere be¬ 
liever, finds light and direction in duty, his faith 
confirmed, his hopes and confolations revived, and 
his foul filled with a divine peace, and fome happy 
earneft of the unclouded joys, which are laid up for 
the juft, beyond the vale of deztlL 

Since God has gracioufly militated the holy 
fabb&th, as a fpecial feafon of grace and falvation, 
and made it our duty to obferve it *, let us, my* 
friends and fellow- worfhippers, moil gladly and 
gratefully improve the golden feafon, with humble 
dependence on heavenly grace, and not negledt the 
aifembling of ourfelves together, for our edification 
and comfort in holinefs, unto eternal life, thro’ Je- 

fus Chrift our Lord. 

A M E N, 

! 



SERMON X. 

The Lord’s Day, or the Chriftian Sabbath-—the 
manner of obierving it. 

Exodus xx. 8, 9, 10, if. 

Remember the fabbath day% to keep it holy. 

I AM now to fhew that the religious obfervance 
of the fabbath, is an ordinance of the gofpel-r- 

to explain the fpecial duties of the chriftian fabbath, 
and the acceptable manner of performing them. 

As the refurredtion of Jefus Chrift, was the glo¬ 
rious finishing a<5t of redemption, and in its miracul¬ 
ous nature, its connection with antecedent predic¬ 
tions, and fubfequent events, more than all things 
dfe, confirmed the divinity of his miffion, and al- 
mightinefs to fave •, the apoflles and difciples, by 
divine dirediion, inflituted the day, on the morning 
of which, he rofefrom the dead, to be obferved, in 
honor of their rifen Lord. And altho* there is no 
exprefs precept in the gofpel, for the change from 
the feventh, to the firft day of the week, their exam¬ 
ple is a fufficient warrant, and in all refpefts tanta¬ 
mount to a pofitive precept ; becaufe in all things 
relative to the eftablifhment of the chriftian church 
and worfhip, they were divinely directed. 

From the creation, to the redemption of the 
church of God from Egypt, the feventh day was ob- 
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lerved as the fabbath : but after-that, Mofes the in¬ 
spired lawgiver of the Jewifh church, gives another 
icafon for the faobath, which was the redemption of 
Ifrae). And probably its date was eftablifhed at that 
great event. When our Lord Jefus Chrift had 
finifhed the work of redemption, a work more gloria 
ous than the creation of the material univerfe, and 
of which the deliverance of Israel, was a lively type 
or figure, the apoftles and primitive difciples chang¬ 
ed the fabbath, to the day of his refurredtion. And 
: lhit day, the firft day of the week, has been inva¬ 
riably kept by the body of the chriftian church, 
from the days of the apoftles, to the prefent time. 
Several things mentioned in the gofpel hiftory fhew 
that the day was changed. 

i. The apoftles anddifciples immediately after oqr 
Lord’s refurrection, began the cuftom of afiembling 
together, for the purpofes of religious worfinip, upon • 
tne firft Gay of the week. And with the change of the 
day, the name was changed from fabbath to Lord's day, 
in commemoration of the triumphant refurredtion of 
our Lord Jefus Chrift. Chrift himfelf was pleafed 
to fandtify it, by his perfona^appearance, and meet¬ 
ing with his difciples on that day, repeatedly before 
his afcenfion. On the day on which he arofe, he 
appeared to his affembled difciples and blefied them. 
“ Then the fame day at evening, being the firft day 
of the week, when the doors were fhut, where the 
difciples were afiembled, for fear of the Jews, Je¬ 
fus came and ftcod in the midft, and faid unto them,' 
peace be unto you.5’ Again they aflembled on the 
iucceediiig firft day of the week, and Jefus met with 
them, and blefied them. During the forty days of % 
his continuance on earth, after his refurredtion, he 
ufuaily appeared to his difciples, afiembled for reli¬ 
gious worfhip, on the firft day cf the week. And 
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no doubt they received his exprefs direction, to ob~ 
ferveit forever, as the day of the folemn and joyful 
folemnities of the chriftian church. And when we 
refleft on the glory and greatnefs of the work ac-* 
complifhed, by the refurreCtion of Chrift, we fee 
abundant caufe, why the day fhould be made the 
chriftian fabbath. The wonderful nature of this 
work, the hlefled and extenfive effeCts and benefits 
of it, in the redemption of a loft world, bringing 
“ glory to God in the higheft, and on earth peace, 
and good will to men and the divine greatnefs of 
the agent, renders it altogether a work exceeding 
in glory, any thing which has come to our know¬ 
ledge. And the day which compleated this work, 
and 4C favy the Lord arife,” merits to be honored 
as the day of our religious folemnities, the holy 
jubilee of the chriftian church: a day which the 
Lord hath made, and in which we will be glad, 
with facred joy and wonder, gratitude and praife. 

After our Lord’s afcenfion, the apoftles and 
the chriftian church kept the firft day as the fabbath. 
St. Paul on his way to Macedonia, vifited the chrif- 
tians at Troas, and there abode feven days, “ and 
upon the firft day of the week, when the difciples came 
together to break bread, Pad preached to them ” That 
they met ftatedly, and by divine appointment on 
that day, further appears from the firft epiftie to 
the Corinthians. “ Now concerning the collection 
for the faints, as I have given order to the churches 
of Galatia, even fo do ve, updn the firft day of the 
week, let every one of you lay by him in itore, as 
God hath profpered him, that there he no gather¬ 
ings when I come.55 Thefe examples teach us that 
the day of our Lord’s refurreCtion, was the fabbath 
of the difciples and primitive chriftian'?. It was 
fanCtified by the wonderful effufions of the holy fpU 
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rit on the difciples. I was, fays St. John, in the 
lpjrit, on the Lord's day. The day was named fun- 
aay, by pagan nations, becaufe on that day, they 
worthipped the fun. And for another reafon it was 
fometimes called by the fame name by chriftians, 
even becaufe on that day, the glorious fun of right- 
eoufnefs arofe from the dead. 

2. In tne fourth chapter of the Hebrews, the 
apoftle fpeaks of the change of the fabbath from the 
patriarchal, to the chriftian, by the name of a reji. 
That the prophetic pfalmift, in the ninety fifth 
pfs.m, ipcaivS of a future reft to be given to the 
church of God ; which reft could not mean the fe- 
venth day of the creation, nor the reft of the earthly 
Canaan, becaufe thefe were paft, ages before, he 
therefore fpeaks of a reft to come, which no doubt 
is intended primarily of the heavenly reft, but inclu- 
fively, the reft of the chriftian fabbath. This will 
appear by a careful attention to the reafoning of the 
apoftle. “ For if Jolhua had given them reft, then 
would he, (the pfalmift) not have fpoken afterwards 
of another day. There remaineth therefore, a (fab- 
batifmos) a fabbath, or reft to the people of God.” 
That the weekly fabbath is included, and that the 
day is the refurredtion of Chrift, appears by the 
words following. « For he that is entered into his 
reft, he aho hath ceafed from his own works as God 
did from his.” The ‘‘ certain day, limited” for 
the future reft of believers, of which the pfalmift 
fpeaks, by the argument of the apoftle, points put 
the day cm which Jefus Chrift finifhed the work of 

. 'ion, or the chriftian fabbath, typical of the 
iieavenly reft. For then he was releafed from all 
the demands which the law had againfthim, as the 
fubftitute of offenders, having 41 ifinifhed the work, 
which he came to do.3' And to celebrate the glo- 
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nous work of redemption is now the fpecial bufmefs 
of the fabbath, not however excluding the celebra¬ 
tion of the wonderful works of creation, and the de¬ 
liverances wrought for the church, in ancient and 

later times. 

3. The redeemer of his church claims the pre¬ 
rogative of eftabliftiing the day, which we are to 
obferve. The fin of man is Lord, even of the fabbath. 

To him fhall every knee bow and every tongue 
confefs.,J As the ancient fabbath was a fign, be¬ 
tween Jehovah and the church of Ifrael, that the 
Creator of the heavens and the earth was their God, 
and they his people : fo the chriftan fabbath, is now 
alfo a fign, or teftimoniai that Jefus Chrift is the 
almighty redeemer of his people, whom, they are to 
ivorlhip. ... . , 

4. The fabbath is a moral law, and therefore not 
fet afide by the gofpel difpenfation as the ceremonial 
laws were. To the arguments already adduced in 
fupport of its moral obligation, we may obferve that 
it was inftituted in paradife, before a faviour was 
promifed or needed, and therefore was neither mq- 
fiiic, nor ceremonial, nor typical of Chrift, in its 
original inftitution. The ends to be anfwered by 
it, are moral •, the rfcfrelhment of our nature from 
the burdens of life, and our increafe in knowledge 
and piety, and the celebration of the wonderful 
works of God, in creation and redemption. It is a 
perpetual law. Our Lord addrefling his difciples 
on the deftruftion which was to come on Jerufalem, 
which happened in about forty years after his afcen- 
fion, directs them to pray that their flight from the 
impending defection might not be on the fabbath 
day. 

« 
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It appears by the writings of St. Paul, And of 
t ie fathers who lived in or near the age of the apof- 
tles, that fome jewilh chriftians, obferved both the 
jewifh and chriftian fabbath* Butthe'i&wifh fab- 
batff came gradually into difufe, and the chriftian 
was foon univerfally obferved, by jews and gentiles. 

. Having thus feen that the Lord’s dav, is di- 
•vmely inftituted as the chriftian Sabbath ;it is ah ' 
inquiry of great importance. ' ' 
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2. What are Its fpecial duties, and the manner 
of their acceptable performance. By the mild di^. 
penfation of the gbfpe!, brought to the world by 
Jefus Chrift, the chriftian church, are not obliged 
to obfeive the fabbath with fo much ftfidlnefVand 
rigor, a£ were the ancient church. Scale things 
of fmall confequence on other days, if done on the 
fabbath, were capitally puniftied. The ftfidt and 
rigid difcipline of the faobath, was impofed upon 
the jews, becaufe of their fmall attainments in fpi- 
ritual underftanding, and becaufe they were a peo¬ 
ple of an untoward and difobedient temper. They 
were ftridlly forbidden impoftng any work upon 
their children, fervants and cattle on the fabbath ; 
becaufe they were a people eager to accumulate 
Wealth, and would otherwise have obliged them to 
unremitting fervitude. The fabbath was therefore 
ftridhly and mercifully inftituted, that ail orders and 
conditions, might enjoy a refpite from extreme fer- 
"V’ice, and a favorable feafon, for religious know* 
^ge, contemplation and devotion. 

* Ignatius, who lived in the apoftobc exhorts the 
Jewifh chriftians, to keep the Lord’s day, as the fabbath of 
the chriftian church. And juicin Martyr, who lived foon after 
Ignatius, ^afterts that it was the praflice of chnftians univerfal¬ 
ly, to aftemble the firfl, or Lord’s dav, to pray, to hear the 
word, receive the fac.aments and devoutly hug God’s prailes. 

4 
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The chriftian fabbath demands a more rational 
fpiritual and fublime fervice, and is exempted from 
the mortifying feverity and difcipline of the mofaic. 
“ For the yoke of Chrift is eafy, and his burden 
light.” But to obtain, by the blefling of God, the 
moral and divine purpofes of its inftitution. 

i. A ceftation from worldly labour and fecular 
employments is neceflary. It is a day not only of 
reft from labor, but of acftive fervice, in the duties 
of public and focial worlhip, and of private devo¬ 
tion. Thofe worldly thoughts, plans and works, 
which are lawful on week days, are unlawful on the 
fabbath; becaufe an indulgence of them, would 
defeat the blefled ends of its inftitution, which are 
principally that God may be vifibly and publicly 
glorified on earth, and our knowledge and falvation 
promoted. Six days are allowed us, for worldly 
labor, and they are abundantly fufficient for all the 
purpofes of health and fubfiftance, but a feventh 
part of our time, is confecrated to the Lord, to be 
employed in his worlhip, and to our fpiritual edifi¬ 
cation and comfort. Chriftians are bound to re¬ 
member the fabbath day, and keep it holy. “ Take 
heed to yourfelves that ye bear no (unnecefiary) bur¬ 
dens on the fabbath day—-‘neither do ye any work,' 
but hallow the fabbath, as I commanded your far¬ 
thers.” We are commanded to reft from our 
works, as God refted from his. As that was a holy 
reft, fo fhould ours be. It is not a reft of floth or 
idlenefs, as fome profane finners imagine, and ufe 
it accordingly. The brutes obferve the day better 
than fuch thoughtlefs perfons. Tho* the body is 
excufed from worldly labour, the mind has much 
to do, in devout meditation, reading, hearing 
prayer and praife. The bodily exercife'required on 
the faobath is eafy : to meet and unite with the wor- 

% 
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Shippers of God in the fan&uary, and attend tht 
duties of devotion in the family, and in fec'ret. 
Works of charity and mercy are to be done on the 
ftbbath, as well as other days. Our Lord gave 
%ht to the blind, hearing to the deaf, ftfength to 
the decriped, and health to the lick on the fabbath. 
And palling thro’ a corn field,, his difciples gather¬ 
ed the ears ot corn, rubbing them in their hands, 
and eat them, to Satisfy hunger. T’he captious and 
faperftitious pharifees objeded, that Chrift profaned 
the fabbath by his works of mercy. Our Lord 
condefcended to vindicate his good works, by the' 
example of God the father, “ faying my father 
vvorketh hitherto, and I work.” God works by 
his holy preferving and fuftaining providence, fup- 
plying the wants of his creatures, on the fabbath, 
and our Lord imitated the divine example, in 
works of mercy, ert the fabbath. - 

9* * 
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To determine the lawfulnefs" of doing any work 
on the fabbath, which comes under the name of m- 
ce£ityy mull be taken into confide ration, the expe¬ 
diency of the work, the length of time necef&ry to 

" ■m' • * 

do-it, and the confidence of the^perfon, enlightened- 
by the word of G63; 

4 V - f *. 

-Works or aftions, finfu! on other days, are 
more finful committed on the fabbath-*, becaufe the 
duy being the Lord’s in a peculiar lenfe, and to be 
employed in holy duties, the guilt of finful addons, 
Is thereby greatly increafed. All fins of omifiion 
as well as fins ctf commiffion, are to be facrediy 
guarded againft on the fabbath. That we may 
meet with acceptance with God, in the afiembhea 
of his worfhippers, and have our hearts prepared to 
Wait upon him, according to the preparation of the 
fanftuary, and werfhip him, in the beauties of holi- 
#efs; We are-, * — 

! 
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i- To prepare for the Lord's day, by finifhing 
the buiinefs of the week, as far as may be, in the 
week, that our thoughts may not be diftraded with 
worldly cares, and 

2. By previous meditation on the duties and fer- 
vices of the approaching fabbath, and preparing 
our he a? fs foi them, tliat io it may be a happy fea- 
lon of reft and comfort to our fouls. We fhould go 
to the houie of God with a praying frame of fpirit, 
humbly imploring the prefence and bleflingof God, 
on our purpofes to worfhip and obey him, and to 
receive the inftrndions of his will in all duty,—-that 
he would pour out upon us, and upon cur fellow*, 
worfliippeis, tne fpirit of grace and fupplicatior.—- 
afford his fpirit and bleffmg in the mJriiftration of 
t . wcra and ordinances, that they may be attended 
with light and comfort, and that it may be a aood 
day to our fouls. That the facred duties- and ier~ 
vices of the day, may be our delight; the fweetcft 
recreation, and refrefhment of our fpirits, in this 
houie oi our pilgrimage, in the way to our heaven- 

^ r-'n ^na when the.public exercifes of the day 
are fimfhed, cur religious duties are not ended • for 
WC are then Specially to guard againfl the infinuatin* 
temptations of the world, and of our own hearts” 
Jeir we icofe that iolemn and devout frame of fpirit, 
rmd thofe pious refolutions in duty, whclj the exer- 
ciies or the day are defigned to beget in us : that wo 
cnernn thole good and pious affedions towards God 
and mankind and fpiritual objeds, which the word 
and ipint ot God hath imprefled on our minds, and 
cio.e the cay by a humble and joyful dedication of 
ourfelves to ood, and our divine Saviour. 

The whole day is to be kept as holy time. A 
tvhoieoay, the fcvtnth part of time, was confecra- 

.■XU';. 
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ted at the creation. And altho’ the day was chang¬ 
ed, it was not abridged. It is a moral law, and of 
perpetual obligation. The importance of the pre¬ 
cept is taught us, by the ^mphatical word remem¬ 
ber : and fhews us that the holy and profitable du¬ 
ties of the Lord’s day, fhould be the pleafing fub- 
jedt of our thoughts, thro’ the days of the week 5 
that we meditate upon it before it comes, and recal 
it to mind after it is paft, that fo the good fruits of 
this blefted inftitution, may abide in our hearts, 
and appear in cur lives. We learn from the prac¬ 
tice of the apoftte and primitive chriftians, that the 
diftribution of charity or alms to the necefiities of 
the faints, and the poor, is a duty of love and mer¬ 
cy, on the fabbath, and an offering pleafing to Gcd. 

\ 

The fabbath is profaned by the negledt of fericus 
confederation, and preparation for its approach—by 
fpending the day or any part of it in idlenefs in the 
houfe, or in fauntering abroad, or in the fields—by 
wafting its facred morning in fleep, on which Jeius 
arofe early for our falvation.-—It is profaned by de¬ 
viling plansof worldly bufinefs—by fettling accounts 
—writing letters—and reading books which have 
not a relation to the bufinefs of the day. It is pro¬ 
faned by thofe who abfent themfelves, from the wor- 
fhip and ordinances of the day, for trifling reafcns— 
by thofe v\ho excufe themfelves with the plea, that 
they can read good books at home ; thus defpifing 
the houfe of God, andfetting their own wildcm above 
the wifdom of God, who has eftablifhed his church as 
the ground and pillar of the truth. Can fuch proud 
and wilful negledlers, expedt the blefling of Gcd ? 
W ill their idle pleas avail at the bar of final and eter- 
nal judgment ? It is profaned by thofe who are 
hypocritical, who externally wcrfhip, while their 
heart gceth after their covetoufnefs^ or their feniuai 
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pleasures,—by thofe who indulge thcmfdvcs in in¬ 
attention and drowfinefs, in time of public worfhipr—r 
by thofe who pride themfelv.es in pomp and gay 
cloathing—or attend becaufe it is a fafhionable ejjf- 
torrr. To thefe defcriptions ofthoughtlefs, irreligi¬ 
ous worfhippers, are addrelTed the words of Chrilt,- 
<c Ye hypocrites, well did Efaias prophecy of you, 
faying this people draweth nigh to me, with their 
mouth, and honoreth rae with their lips ; but their 
heart is far from me.59 

For. our encouragement to fanftify the fabbath 
there are precious promifes, of bleffings fpiritual and 
temporal. God richly recompences the people who 
honor him on earth, in the confciencious ohferyance 
of his facred day. The heathen who worfhip not 
God, nsrifn under his frowns ^ but his vifible cove- 
nant people, he builds up and blefles. Then do 
we improve the fabbath moft profitably, when we 
devoutly ufe its holy ordinances, as the divine chan¬ 
nel of communication of fpiritual bleffings. On 
the morning of this day Jefus Chrift fmifhed the 
work of cur redemption, and on this day we 
are efpecially encouraged to afk and feek for the fav- 
ing benefits of his grace, in pardon, juft ideation, 
peace and acceptance with God, and a title to the 
high privileges of adopted children, and heirs of the 
heavenly inheritance. All thofe happy fouls who 
afk with humble penitence, and unfeigned faith, 
have the promife that they fhall obtain *, and the 
almighty father of mercies will make them joyful in 
his houfe of prayer. I will conclude with one or two 

REFLECTIONS. 

i. H-ow kind and condefcending is our God, in 
giving us a holy fabbath, in the fervices of which, he 



has made it our immediate duty to attend to the 
toiemn and momentous concerns of our faivation 1 

■Our ^vantages, fellow chriftians are much every, 
way, but chiefly hecaufe God hath committed unto 
us, the .acred oracles, and the ho!v fabbath. We 
come into the immediate prefence of the almighty 
and umverfal parent and judge of our fpirits, and 
worfhip at the footftcol of the creator of all worlds. 
Mow lolemn and fubhme the holy inftitution ! A 
congregation of united worshippers, fending up one 
heart and voice in adoration and praife, to the Lord 
0i a ]? acknowledging their dependence and un- 
worthmefs imploring bleflings, and preferring the 
offering of grateful hearts, for all his boundlefs 
mercies, thro5 a glorious redeemer, and with folemn 
attention, receiving his will that they may obey him ; 
is the moll affefHng and glorious fpe&acle this world 
can give, and a diftant refemblance, of the ftate and 
employments of angels and faints in heaven, who 
perpetually worlhip around the throne of God and 
ot the lamb. 

Let usfhew our regard for God and zeal for his 
worfhip, by our perfevering attendance, on the ordi-. 
nances of me Lord’s day. Let our hearts rejoice 
and be glad, when they fay, “ come let us go up to 
tiie houfe of the Lord, our feet fliall ftand within thy 
gates O Jerufalem. Let us carefully examine our 
hearts, whether we profit by the inftitutions of the 
Lord’s day. Do we find that it is good to draw 
near to God, and that one day fpent in communion 
with Gcd in ordinances, is more profitable and pleal- 

tnan ah the pleafures of the world ? Does each 
fucceeding fabbath, bring us nearer to our heavenly 
reft, by afiiftmg v.s to make pregreflive advances in 
ho line's ? Are vve glad at the return of the fabbath, 
and opportunities for devout meditation ? Are our 
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faith and fortitude, our hope and love increafed ? 
While we a/k for mercy and forgivenefs, can we alfo 
feel pitiful to our greateft enemies, forgive and pray 
for them ? Thefe are fome of the blefled fpiritual 
fruits, of a devout obfervance of the Lord’s day. To 
heads of families is this holy law particularly given. 
Sanftify the fabbath, O parents, in the little aflem- 
bhes of your families. Bring them to the houfe of 
God, and teach them the knowledge, and the fear 
of the Lord. Examine how they profit, and teach 
them to profit. Inftrucft, cateehife and pray with 
them, and for them. Habituate their tender minds 
to the duties of devotion. Engage and prefs them 
into the fervicecf their redeemer, with the refolution 
of pious jofhua, “ As for me, and mv houfe we 
will ferve the Lord.” And God will blefs your pi- 
ous labour. Multitudes of profane tinners, on death 
beds, have mourned with unavailing forrows, the 
neglect and profanation of the fabbath. 

Lastly, let chriftians particularly remember 
jefus Thrift on this day, whofe triumphs over death 
the grave, and aii our fpiritual foes, we celebrate 
with grateful and pious joy. He hath ceafed from 
his work, and entered into his reft. And when Q 
believer, the labours of tne week days of life are 
done, you will alfo enter into the ever!afting fabbath 
o. reft, which remaineth for the people of God. 

The unoelieving Jews could not enter into the' 
earthly Canaan, thro’ unbelief, tho’ they had fo vah 
lant a leader as Jofhua ; O may none of us, thro 
unbelief, fail of the heavenly reft, under the con* 
dudt of Jefus, the great captain of our falvation.-I 

, , hjm,who hath loved us, and wafhed us in his own 
biood, let our fabbaths be confecrated, and to him 
■>e g ory and falvation, in all the churches, and 
throughout all ages. A M E N. 



SERMON XI. 

Filial obedience—parental duty.' 

PRECEPT FIFTH. 

Exodus xx. 12. 

Honor thy father and thy mother : that thy days may 
be long upon the land, which the Lord thy God giveth 
thee. 

THE firft table of the moral law begins with the 
duties which we owe to God ; the fecond, 

with the duties which are due to our natural parents. 
Next to God, our parents claim our reverence, love 
and obedience. They are in God’s ftead to children. 
As parents and children are mutually dependent on 
God ; children are cfpecially dependent on their 
parents. 

This precept is the moft important of thofeof 
the fecond table of the law, and therefore placed firft : 
for to him, who fulfils the obligations of filial piety, 
the duties which he owes to mankind, which are 
enumerated in the fucceeding laws of the decalogue, 
will be eafy and pleafant. tor he who is loving and 
dutiful to his parents, will be juft, righteous and 
merciful to mankind. And on the other hand a 
difregard of parental authority, and an ungrateful 
negledt and abufe of parents, is the fulleft proof of 
a depraved and vicious heart, prepared when op- 
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portunities and temptations invite, for the perpe¬ 
tration of all thofe crimes, which the remaining pre^ 
eepts folemnly prohibit, by the fevereft penalties. 

Filial piety is the bafis of all focial and relative 
duties and virtues. It forms a habit from youthful 
days, which tempations to wickednefs cannot eafily 
eradicate. As filial obedience begins in infancy and 
continues thro^ life, the Deity is pleafed to give it 
a place at the head of all thofe duties which we owe 
to mankind. Other moral obligations are included 
in this precept, and grafted on the ftock of filial 
piety. They will be noticed in their order. I lhall 
attempt to ibew, the obligations and duties of chil¬ 
dren to their parents—The duties of parents to their 
children—The various focial and relative duties of 
life—And the animating motives to filial piety, 
contained in the promife which God hath given to 
them who honor their parents. 

cc Honor thy father and thy mother.35 The 
word honor, in this place is of extenfive fignifica* 
tion, and implies that we reverence and love their 
perfons, obey their lawful commands, and labor to 
promote their interefts and happinefs, by all fuita- 
ble means. It comprehends all the duties and offi¬ 
ces of filial piety. The word is alfo ufed to exprefs 
the dutieswhich we owe to our civil rulers, the po¬ 
litical fathers of the people. The command “hon¬ 
or the king,35 implies all the duties which men owe 
to the government, which they are under. It is 
ufed to exprefs the mutual duties and obligations of 
mankind in all focial relations.—“ Render to all 
their due, tribute to whom tribute, (is due) honor 
to whom honor.5’ 

* % 

The obedience of children to parents, has ob- 
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tamed the name of filial piety, becaufe if faithfully 
done, and from a right principle, it is an important 
branch of that religion, which is good and accepta¬ 
ble to God, and which he will gracioufly and abun¬ 
dantly reward, 

i. The duty of children to parents, is to reve¬ 
rence and love their perfons. They lhould cherifh 
a cordial regard for them and expreis it, by all fuit- 
able words and adions. Altho’ their parents may 
not be fo worthy as others, yet are children bound 
to {hew them greater refped than others. This 
obligation is not difannulled, altho’ the parents 
might be vicious and profane. For, under God, 
they are the authors of their exiftence. Had it not 
been for them, children would never have been. 
They have tenderly cherifhed and cared for them in 
their infantile helplefs days, and reared them up to 
youth and manhood. The obligations are {till 
greater to worthy and virtuous parents, becaufe chil¬ 
dren have received more kindnefs and favors from 
them. In childhood, in youth, and before chil¬ 
dren arrive to the age of diferetion, or to ad: for 
themfelves, they are under the abfolute government 
of their parents, and are to obey them in all things, 
except in thing% immoral or linful And after they * ;T *' 
have attained to the age of manhood and are in a 
capacity to ad for themfelves, they are ftiil bound 
to refped and reverence them, and feek their com¬ 
fort and happinefs in all refpeds. They are obliged 
to conform themfelves to the rules and regulations 
of their fathers’ family ; to bear their proportion of 
labor for the fupport of the family : and when the 
parents become helplefs by age or infirmity, they 
are to provide for them ; to ftrive to make their 
condition as comfortable as may be, by kind and 
tender behaviour and dutiful exprefiions * to bear 
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vvith their infirmities, and their unfashionable beha¬ 
viour, and ways, tho5 contrary to the notions of 
children. A principle of gratitude to parents for 
all their former kindnefies, and the laws of chriftian- 
ity, . oblige children to this duty. And thofe in¬ 
firmities which frequently attend old age, children 
above all others ought to bear with meeknefs and 
patience ; for if parents, broken by age and infirm¬ 
ities, do not meet with that indulgence, from their 
children which their condition requires, they cannot 
expedt to find it from any others. There is in chil¬ 
dren a natural affedtion and gratitude towards their 
parents, which prompts them to fupport and com¬ 
fort them in old age. Thofe who treat their help- 
lefs parents with negledt and difrefpeft, are condem¬ 
ned by the world as void of every human and gener¬ 
ous principle, as violaters of the moral and chriftian 
law, in one of its moft important precepts, and as 
brutes in human fhape. 

Filial piety is feen in the moft amiable light, 
when children exert every kind office to raife and 
comfort their parents, when by the providence of 
God they are overwhelmed with poverty, ficknefs 
or other afflidtions. 

How nobly did this virtue appear in the condudt 
of the pious youth Jofeph in Egypt, towards his 
venerable and afflidied father Jacob ! Tho* exalted 
to all the honors of earthly grandeur, he was not 
unmindful of his aged father, fuffering the horrors 
of famine in a difiant land. With child-like love 
and tendernefs he fent for him, brought him down 
to Egypt, fed him with bread, and comforted his 
declining years. It was no doubt the happieft cir- 
cumftance of his life, that God gave him that op¬ 
portunity to comfort his helplefs parent, and fup¬ 
port his tottering fteps down the hill of life. 



157 

The dutiful child is not afliamed of the low con¬ 
dition of his parent in the world. His refpedt and 
reverence are not lefi’ened. He endeavours by all 
laudable means to better his condition, and is moft 
grieved, when it is not in his power to afford relief. 
"We have an example of dutiful reverence to a pa¬ 
rent, in King Solomon, to his aged mother. She 
came to afk a favor of the King, her fon cc and the 
king rofe up to meet her, and bowed himfelf to 
her, and fat down on his throne, and caufed a feat 
to befet for the king’s mother : and Ihe fat on his 
right hand.” i Kings ii, 19. For his filial piety, 
and other virtues, heaven remarkably bleffed and 
profpered him. The reverfe of this we fee in the 
treatment which aged Noah, in an unguarded hour, 
received from his profane fon Ham. The divine 
difpleafure followed on the heels of h:s undutiful- 
nefs, and the curie of heaven fell upon him and his 
remote pofterity. God bleffed the two elder bro¬ 
thers Shem and Japhet, for their refpect to their un¬ 
happy father. 

2. It is the duty of children to receive and obey 
the councils and inftrudtions, and to fubmit to the 
reproofs and corrections of parents. Parents have 
lived longer in the world, and have paffed thro’ 
thofe trying feenes of life, thro* which their chil¬ 
dren have to pafs •, they are therefore qualified to 
guide them. They may have tailed the bitter 
fruits of youthful inexperience and folly, and fmart- 
ed under the wounds of the fins of their youth, until 
they turned their feet into the paths of reditude and 
virtue. Or if they have happily, thro’ the reftrain- 
ing grace and good providence of God, efcaped the 
fnares of temptations, they have feen the rocks on 
which others have made fhipwreck, and aire there¬ 
fore fkiliul pilots, to thofe who have juft launched 
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on the fea of life, Grangers to the dangers of the 
ocean over which they are to fhape their courfe. 

Parents who have known hy fweet experience, 
the pleafures of early piety, can recommend to the 
young a life of religion, as their chief ornament, 
dignity and iecurity : and their councils will be re- 
commended by the efficacy of a good example, 
W iidom fhould dwell with years ; and happy is the 
youth who profits by the .inftruCtions and virtuous 
example of his parents. Thus did a wife and pious 
Mofes, whole youth had been formed by the max¬ 
ims of religion, the only true and durable wifdom. 

He harkened to the voice of his father-in-law Je¬ 
thro,” and found much advantage and comfort in 
following the advice of his wifer parent. 

Children are meekly to fubmit to parental cor¬ 
rection, for their faults. They are to confider that 
the tafk is painful to the affectionate parent *, and 
their good and happinefs is the motive and the 
rneafure of correction and the feverity of difcipline. 
“ We have had fathers of the flefh, who corrected 
us, and we did them reverence.” Children are 
carefully to avoid a repetition of thofe faults which 
deferve correction, and to pleafe their parents in all 
dutiful and virtuous behaviour. 

3* It is the duty of children to obey all lawful 
commands of their parents. As children are de¬ 
pendent on their parents, they are fubjeCted to their 
lawful authority. This law of nature is enforced by 
the precepts of chriftianity. 44 Children obey your 
parents in all things $ for this ;s well pleafing unto 
the Lord.” While children are under the govern¬ 
ment of parents, implicit filial obedience is due, 
whether they command them to do this, or the 
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other labor or fervice. They are to come or go at 
the parents bidding. Obedience to all the com¬ 
mands of parents, is to be underftood with the re- 
ftri&on of things lawful. Children are not to obey* 
if a parent fhould be fo unnatural as to command 
any thing unlawful or finful, as to fteal, to lie, to 
profane the name of God, and the like. Neither 
are they to obey, if commanded to abftain from 
thofe duties or labors which God has commanded, 
fuch as reading the fcriptures, prayer, attendance 
on public worlhip and the like. They are not to 
obey in thefe cafes, becaufe the authority of God 
is above the authority of parents, and we are to 
obey God rather than man, in all cafes in which thofe 
authorities interfere. The apoftle qualifies the gen¬ 
eral rule of filial duty, <c with things which are 
good and right and well pleafing to God and in 
fuch things the parents9 authority is abfolute. <c Chil¬ 
dren obey your parents in the Lord; for this is right.55 
It is right or agreeable to the light of nature. It mud 
be “ in the Lord,55 or agreeable to his revealed will* 

In obeying parental authority, all meeknefs and 
fubmifiion are to be fhewn ; without murmuring, 
gain faying or contradiction. Children are to pay a 
willing and cheerful obedience ; performing all filial 
duty, heartily as unto the Lord, confidering their 
parents as in God’s ftead to them. The apoftle 
fpeaks of children’s reverencing their parents, even 
when they correct them. cc They corrected us, and 
we did them reverence.55 Thus children are taught 
their obligation to obey with fidelity and cheerful- 
nefs ail lawful commands, and fubrniffively to yield 
to the reproofs and corrections of their parents. 

4- It is their duty to provide for their parents. 
Gratitude obliges them to make all fuitahle returns 
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for the the care, the watchfuinefs and kindnds 
*hich parents have beftowed on them. They fhould 

adminmer to their temporal wants whenever their 
circumftances call for it. The obligations of child- 
ren both to their father and their mother, are equal¬ 
ly binding, and to be fulfiled equally to both Chhd 

ren can never requite them for thei'r kindnefs, either 

/athe!. S’ fi Prov|,hng for them when young, 
.a and helplels ; or the mother’s, for ail her 

pains, anxieties and forrows ; the fieeplefs hours, 
and watchings, the homely offices done for them 
and all her ctoifelefs cares and labors for them thro! 
all periods of infancy and childhood. To then 
under God, they owe their life and health, food, 
raiment and education i and nature teaches them 
hat when fuch friends and benefactors, are reduced 

ei. er bv the accidents of providence, to poverty and 
dependence, or when difabled by the infirmities of 
age, to provide for their own comfort, that fupoort 
and comfort ffiould be liberally and cheerfully 
afforded them by their children. Thus a pious 
Jofepn nouriffied his aged father in Egypt, in a time 
ot tamme. The ancient Jews had a faying, that 
children ought to work with their hands to provide 
for their parents, and to beg for them when they 
have nothing or their own to give. 

Children are to provide for the comfort of par¬ 
ents when lick—when deprived of reafon and help- 
lefs. The confolation of aged people depends much 
upon the duty and kindnefs of children towards 
them. It is more to them than earthly enjoyments, 
@nd next to thole divine coafolations which religion 
gives, in the hope of a better life beyond the vale of 
death. We have a remarkable inii.mce of filial duty ' 
and affection, in the two daughters in-law of Naomi, 
particularly in a virtuous Hath, to wards .her alHicled 
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end difconfolate parent. “ She faid to her mother, 
whither thou goeft I will go, and wne» thou lodged: 
I will lodge, thy people fhail be my people, and thy 
God my God ; where thou died, I will die, and 
there will I be buried, and nought but death dial! 
part me and thee.” The duty of providing for 
parents extends to children-in-law, and to grand¬ 
children. Of the grandfon of Noami, it is faid, 
“ he dial! be unto thee a reftorer of thy life, and a 
nouriiher of thine old age •, i* t y o \ 
which loveth thee, who is better to thee, than feven 
fons, hath borne him/'5 

Children ought to put the mofl favorable con- 
ftru&iion upon the words and aftions of parents—to 
vindicate their reputation—defend them from in¬ 
juries—-and not willingly fee or hear any thing to 
their difadvantage. The two Tons of Noah when 
their father overtaken with wine, expofed his naked- 
jiefs, took a garment, and with filial reverence, went 
backward and covered him. And for this infiance 
of duty, God blefled and profpered them. 

Our Lord reproves and condemns the injurious 
and vile conduct of the jews in their negleftof their 
aged helplefs parents. The law of Mofes had de¬ 
creed that children fhould provide for them ; but 
they found means hypocritically to evade the law. 
By confecratirig a {mall part of their intereft to the 
ufe of the temple, their pharafaica! teachers diffolved 
them from filial obligation. tc They tranfgrefied 
the commandment of God by their tradition ; for 
God commanded faying, honor thy father and thv 
mother ; and he that curfeth father or mother, let 
him die the death. Rut ye fay whofoever final! fay 
to his father or mother, it is a gift, by whatsoever 
thou mighteft be profited by me, and honor not (•does' 



not provide for) his father, or his mother, he fhail 
be freed5 Thus by the injurious law of their 
corban> they excufed themfelves from this great 
natural duty. Let us now, 

2. Inquire what are the duties of parents to theif 
children. 

1. In the helplefs ftages of infancy, the whole 
care of children is devolved on the parents. They 
are part of them, and to be loved and cherifhed as 
their own flefh. God commits them to parents', 
and plants in their nature the flrong ties of affec¬ 
tion,, and fends the nutriciouS aliment into the 
mother’s bread to feed them. To her their tender 
age is efpecialiy committed * and the father is bound 
to provide for the mother and the child. The 
author of nature has implanted this natural affection 
in the parents bread, attaching to them, by indilTo- 
lubie bonds, their helplefs offspring. 66 Can a wo¬ 
man forget her fucking child, that fhe Ihould not 
have companion on the Ion of her womb ?55 Rare 
indeed are inftances of fuch unnatural negled. 

2. As foon as children are capable of being 
taught, the parents duty is to infti! into their open¬ 
ing minds, the leffons of inftrudtion in knowledge 
and virtue. Truth and duty fhould be early taught 
them, both by precept and example. In plain and 
familiar language adapted to their undemanding, 
they are to be in the knowledge ot God, the univer- 
fal creator and parent—the knowledge of themlelves 
-—their unhappy condition by fin—“the nature and 
neceffity of repentence — prayer and obedience—1* 
the merciful provifion made lor their novation by 
Jefus Chriit, and other important and plain truths 

neceffary to their lalvaticui. They are to be in:- 



iiruCted repeatedly, and with patient perfeverence, 
ihat the principles of ufeful knowledge, virtue and 
piety may be eftablifhed in their minds, and produce 
,their good and ufeful fruit in their future life. 1 he 
ialutary effedts of early inftrudlion are lading. 
“ Train up a child in the way he fliould go, and 
when he is old he will not depart from it.53 1 he 
foundation of a virtuous and ufeful life is laid in 
childhood. The blefling of God, on early inftruc- 
<tion, parents are encouraged to hope for : and for 
that blefling fhould they with pious ardor pray, 
while they labor to fulfil this duty to their beloved 
offspring. “ Fathers provoke not your children 
to wrath : but bring them up in the nurture and ad¬ 
monition of the Lord.55 

3. It is the parents duty, to reclaim their children 
from faults and follies, by reproof and correction. 
A propenfity to tranfgrefs the laws cf duty, and re¬ 
fill: the falutary reftraints of religion and virtue, alas, 
but too generally appears in our firft entrance into 
this depraved world. “ Folly is bound up in the 
heart of a child, but the rod of correction will drive 
it from him.53 On the appearance of a vicious in¬ 
clination in children, the rod fliould accompany re¬ 
proof. 4C The rod and reproof give wifdom ; but a 
child left to himfelf, bringethhis mother to fhame.5* 
Correction fhould be tempered with wifdom , and 
never adminiftered haftily, or to gratify the parents 
fudden and paffionate refentment. The child fhould 
firft be convinced of his fault, and the juilice of his 
punifhment, and that it is the efreCt, not of pafiion* 
but of reafon and love. 

In the moft pious and eminent families on iacred 
record, inftru&ion and government were maintained. 
Of the illuftrious family of Abraham, the, Mo$ 
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High gives this commendation, cc He will com¬ 
mand his children and his houfhold after him, that 
they (hall keep the ways of the Lord and do juftice 
and judgment.59 By too great indulgence at the vices 
of his Tons, the judgments of heaven fell heavily on 
the houfe of Eli. 

* 

After training up their children in knowledge 
and virtue, and the duties which they owe to God 
and to mankind ; thus qualifying them, by the blef- 
fing of God to be good and ufeful, parents are to 
affift them, according to their ability, in fome com¬ 
fortable and ufeful profeffion or Imployment—in the 
world. And in doing this they fhould confult the 
genius and inclinations of children, and put them in¬ 
to fuch a courfe of life, as fhall afford the beft prof- 
pe<5t of their ferving their generation to God’s ac- 
ceptance. 
j 

Parents who negledt to provide, in the beft man¬ 
ner in their power for their children’s ufefulnefs in 
this life, and for their immortal happinefs are con¬ 
demned by an infpired apcftle. “ If any man pro¬ 
vide not for his own, and efpecially for thofe of his 
own houfe, he hath denied the faith and is worfe than 
an infidel.” The obligations of parents extend to 
children in law, and to adopted children, equally 
with their own. 

But the principal care and labor of parents ihould 
be to fave the fouls of their beloved offspring. To 
qualify them for the adoption of children into the 
iamiiy of God, and houfhold of faith ; that at the 
laft great day, when parents with their children ftiall 
be affembled before the throne of univerfal judg¬ 
ment, and give up their account to God, they may 
be able to fav, thro5 divine grace attending and iua- 



ceedifig their pious labors, for their falvation, “ here 
Lord, are we and the children which thou haft given 
us.” May it pleafe God of his mercy to grant that 
this may be the happy condition of all of us parents 
and children, for thefake of Jefus Chrift, the almigh¬ 
ty lover of the children of men •, to whom be honoy 
and glory now and ever. 



SERMON XII. 

Various fecial and relative virtues*—motives to 
filial obedience. 

Exodus xx. 12, 

Honor thy father and thy mother : that thy days 
may he long upon the land, which the Lord thy God 
giveth thee. . 

IN this comprehensive precept, the duty of chil¬ 
dren to their parents is commanded : this is 

however but one important particular of many duties 
intended *, and is placed at the head of other rela¬ 
tive obligations, becaufe it is the moft weighty of 
any, efpecially as it prepares men for the faithful 
performance of all relative duty to mankind. 

** • 

He*'who loves and honors his parents, is likely 
to do well in all the relations of life. Having fliewrt 
the mutual duties of parents and children, let us 
now, 

• ■ r" T » \ 1 

3. Inquire into the nature and obligations of 
other important, relative and focial connections. 
Allow me to mention, 

r. The mutual duties which combine the mar¬ 
riage relatiofi, and exift between the hufband and 
the wife.. As benevolence gr virtuous love is tte 
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principle of all relative duty, and the fulfiling the 
whole of this table of the law, it appears in no one 
connection in life, more important and neceflary, 
than in the intimate and endearing connection of 
hufband and wife. The tendereft love and kindeft 
tifage, is due from the hufband to the wife. To her 
fhould be given all willing and cheerful affiftance, 
to alleviate her troubles and bear her forrows ; and 
by good example add wife inftruCtions to aflift in the 
promotion of her happmefs in this life, and her fal- 
vation in the life to come. By the marriage cove¬ 
nant they are one, and are to love one another as 
they love themfelves. “ Hufbands love your wives, 
even as Chrift alfo loved the church and gave him- 
felf for it. So ought men to love their wives even 
as their own bodies, lie that loveth his wife, loveth 
himfelf.55 Their interefls and their cares are mu¬ 
tually one. By the merciful Creator, the woman 
was given to the man, as a comfort and relief from 
the gloom of folitude, when it was found 46 not good 

.for man to be alone.” The wife fhould therefore 
be received and loved by her hufband, as a gift from 
heaven ; and 44 he who findeth a wife, a virtuous 
wife, obtaineth a blefling from God.” Forfaking 
ail others, the hufband is bound to the wife, by the 
Jaw of the marriage covenant, which is founded in 
the law of nature, and made a precept of the chriftian 
religion. 44 For this caufe (ball a man leave his father 
and his mother, and (ball be joined to his wife, and 
they two fhall be one flefli.” A union of perfons 
in this relation, fhould ever be attended with an 
union of affection, and with increasing love and kind- 
nefs, that the marriage ftate may be happy and a 
blefling to the parties. 44 Rejoice with the wife of 
thy youth, let her be as the loving hind and pleafant 
roe,—and be thou always ravifhed with her love.” 
Jt is the duty of the hufband to take the lead m the 
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JteHgious fcxerdfes and government of the family. 
« Likewife ye hufbands dwell with your wives ac¬ 
cording to knowledge, giving honor to the wife, as 
unto the weaker veffel, and as being heirs together 
of the grace of life, that your prayers be not hinder¬ 
ed.” 

The duty of the wife is to love and reverence 
her hufband *, and promote his intereft, comfort and 
happinefs. That the happinefs of mankind might 
be increafed an help meet was given to man, at'the 
creation. Perfonal and perpetual love and fidelity 
are mutually pledged in the marriage covenant, and 
the wife exprefsly promifes obedience to the huf* 
band. “ Nature, lays one, may have made and 
left the fexes of the human fpecies, nearly equal, in 
their faculties and perfe&ly fo in their rights ; but 
to guard againft thofe competitions, which an equali¬ 
ty, or a contefted fuperiority, is almoft fure to pro¬ 
duce, the chriftian religion enjoins upon the wife that 
obedience which fhe promifes, and in terms fo 
peremptory and abfolute, that it feems to extend to 
every thing not criminal, or not entirely inconfiftent 
with the woman’s happinefs.” 

The mahometan and pagan fyftems of religion 
&nd morality, give the power of tyrants to hufbands ; 
and place the wife in a degrading ftate of fervitude. 
But the chriftian morality which is founded in love, 
places the wife in a happy condition, and makes her 
the companion and friend of the hufband. It de¬ 
mands obedience only in all things lawful : and this 
mild fuperiority was originally fignified by bis priori¬ 
ty of creation, and by the woman’s being taken out 
of him, and given to him as a companion and affift- 
ant, and by his fuperior ftrength of body and forti¬ 
tude of mind, fitting him for the arduous labors of 

X 
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Jife.. Th$ more chrlftianizec? a people are; the hapv 
pier is the condition of the women. Wives be in 
fubjedHqn to your own hu (bands, that if any obey 
pot the word, they may be won by the converfation 
of the wives, while they behoid your chafte conver¬ 
fation Coupled with fear, whofe adorning,—let it be 
the hidden man of the heart, even the ornament of a 
meek and quiet fpirit, which is in the fight of God 
of great price. For after this manner in old time, 
the holy women alfo who trufted in God, adorned 
themfelves, being in fubjectfion to their own huibands, 
even as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him Lord j 
whofe daughters ye are? fo long as ye do well.” 

t The character of a: virtuous wife is drawn by a 
mafterly hand, in the book of proverbs. cc The 
heart of her hufband doth ftfely rruft in her •,—fhe 
will do him good and not evil all the days of her life. 
She feeketh wool and flax and worketh willingly 
with her hand. She is like the merchant’s (hips, 
fhe bringeth her food from afar. She rifeth alfo’ 

w' 

while it is yet night and giveth meat to her houf¬ 
hold •—-with the fruit or her hands fhe planteth a 
vineyard ;—-be Jayeth her hands to the fpindie, and' 
her hands hold the diftafr fhe flretcheth out her 
hand fo the poor and to the needy. She is not a-' 
Laid of the (how for her houfhold for they are cloth¬ 
ed *fn fcarlet. Her hufband is known among the 
elders of the land. Strength and honor are her 
clothingyand fhe (hall retake in trnie to come. She 
opfeneth her mouth with wifdom, and her tongue is 
the law of kindnefs. She looketh well to the wavs of 

¥ 

her houfhold, and eateth not the bread of kleneis. 
Her children rife up and ca 1 i her biefled ; her huf¬ 
band alfo and he praifeth her/’ 

In the government and religious order and duties' 
of the family?- h is necefiary that the parties be a* 
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greed and united. But the principal mutual duties of 
this relation, are to affift each other, in the be ft man¬ 
ner to ferve their generation to Gog’s acceptence *, 
to be married in the Lord, and ferve him as heirs of 
the grace of life, and expectants of future glory ; 
that io their virtuous love, may be the commence¬ 
ment of a pure and immortal friendfhip, in the ce- 

leftial world. 

2, The mutual duties of rulers and fubjetfts.-— 
The duties of magiftrates are the eftablifhment of 
wife and falutary laws, and the impartial admininra- 
tion of juftice. Rulers are called God’s minifters, 
and are appointed to rule and judge in righteouinefs. 
The magiftrate’s com mi (lion. is comprifed in the 
declaration of an ancient king, 2 Chronicles 19* 
“ He fetjudges in the Sand, and laid unto them take 
heed what ye do : for ye judge not for man, bu$ 
for the Lord, who is with you in the judgment,-— 
wherefore let the fear of the Lord be upon you, tor 
there is no iniquity with the Lord our God, nor re- 
fpeft of perfons, nor taking of gifts.” 1 he magii- 
trate’s duty is not confined wholly to legiflation, and 
diftributivejufti.ee; it comprehends alfo all fuitable 
labors for the eftahiifhments of morality and religion ; 
for without the functions of thefe civil government 
and order are not eafily maintained. A people who 
are deftitute of the practical knowledge of God and 
accountablenefs to him, and of a future retribution, 
are deftitute of an efficient principle of moral conduCfc 
in fociety. “ They who fear not God, neither will 
they regard man.” Morality founded in the principles 
of religion, is the befi: fecurity of civil government. 
Good morals are more efficacious than good laws. 
The fupreme ruler dr nations honors and profpers 
•a people who worfhip him and obey his immutable 
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which dow"thVhrones and governments 
tabie rZftihemV He hath eftablifbed an immu- 
JianninpA ,between Publlc virtue and public 
« R.^uf r"r be!iwef Public v!ce and miferv. 

Kighteoufnefi exalteth a nation, but fin is the ruin 
of a people. Magiftrates are to defend the people 

fSnf errna ^TT’ and from d°meftic internal 
lie nrlf v gUarrdLthe Peace and advance the pub- 
hc profper.ty. They are to be examplary £ all 

irtue, going before others in all good works : to 
de,.ver the oppreffid, (hield the innocent, defend 

“"d reftr*"> and punifli the vicious and 
nf- ™ l ?f ■ 1 hey /“? aPP°!nted for the punilhment 

doers, and the praife of them who do well. 
* s civi government is a divine ordinance, ma£>if- 

Sre Caded g°d« m the facred writing, to denote 
tnat they a& as the vicegerents of the fupreme ruler 
of the world, and that they are to conform them- 
fe ves to his revealed wilir'mindful of their account- 

n^nefy° h,m’ tr the hi§h truft reP°fed in them. 
r this imprefiion, juftice will be adminiflered in 

times"’ and riShteoufoefs be the liability of the 

r ,T”E dutI? of fubjeds or people to rulers are, 
fubjedhon to lawful authority, and ready obedience 
to ai! good and falutary laws. It is an important 
p.ecept of the chnftian religion, that “ every loul 
£ fubjea to the higher powers, for the powers the 
be are orda.ned of God. Render to all their doe : 
tnbme to whom tribute, fear to whom fear, honor 

wu rtn onor. Speak not evil of dignities.” In 
the execution of the arduous duties of their office, 
people are to afford to their rulers ail willing affiit- 
snee and concurrence in all things neceffary for the 
good anu welfare of the community ; and to offer 
up fervent prayers to God for them,, that they may' 



be endued with wifdom, fortitude and fidelity. “ i 
exhort, fays St. Paul, that prayers and giving of 
thanks be made tor all men, for kings, and .or Jt 
that are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and 
peaceable life, in all godlinefs and honeity. It is 
the duty of the people to fupport their civil ru ers, 
that they may devote their time and abilities to ihe 

public. 

n Xherb are fpecial duties refulting froni the 
relation of miiiifters and people. 1 he fpecial duties 
of the minifters of thegofpel are fidelity in all nnm.- 
terial offices, and zeal to promote the edification^ and 
falvation of the people over whom the Holy Ghoft, 
hath made them overfeers. I o labor in this wor*., 
by faith, by purity, by prayer, by preaching, ana by- 
private inftru&ion ; ever mindful ot their accounta- 
blenefs to their Lord and Redeemer, whofe fervants 
they are, and who has appointed them to this work. 
And to this work they are wholly to give them- 
{elves, that their profiting may appear. 

The duties of people towards their minifters, rue 
to hear and receive, witn all readinefs, the goqxl 
difpenfed by them, driving to profit thereby to 
pray for their fidelity and fuccefs in the? gcfpel minif- 
try," and to follow them fo far as they are followers of 
thrift. To the mmiftersof religion, who devote 
their Rudies- and life to the edification and falvation 
of men, all in whom the fpirit of the gofpel reigns, 
will be difpofed, heartily, to adminifter to their tem¬ 
poral fupport. The ignorant and avaricious onlv, 
will refufe their equitable proportion, to maintain 
an inftitution calculated to promote univerfal know¬ 
ledge & happinefs *, but defigned principally to pro¬ 
mote the falvation of the fouls of men. The bid- 
fed founder of the chriftian church and miniftry hath 
{aid, Luke x, u The laborer is worthy of his hire.5" 
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j*=TaH»d Sferfd”tT *£T r; 
their temporal comfort ^luiZhJ^r 
acceptance of their faithful fervices • nnr ,7 ’ k!nt* 

°4^r.rinfifor fmaiier «™X? 

and h,re mlny foul's whicTnidl7gtl°Js “ Ye 
...afters, doing the fame thing, untoThem fmh Jr 

and theTe'TT’io'T”! ‘T' y°r 1r m“lier is i“ heaven, a tneie s no refpedt of perfons with him ” Tf d 

td?teT S duty to fet before his fervants and thofe 
.uer his care an example of virtue and religion and 

to enforce by daily inflation and authority the 
knowledge a„d fear of God, and re Jve wi'h that 

the iTri”' r°U,w Joftraa, that they (hall ferve 

-tftiip Godtr^het “““TtUrdTr 
ft raining and correct,„g ail inftimees of vke and J 

X ™C'»tv/Jr"ts e° r,rd °- 
g°o„P“j,|,t "" “ ‘>J things,dewing ai[ 

meet unh hard ufage, and be compelled to unn'e/ 
fam labor, they are meekly to bear the burden from 

" fenfe ot *° God. And tho* fervants to m£ 
ess on a,sui, they mould renounce the more eriev 

ous femtude of fin, and earnefily feek to be 8madIS 
free m Chritt, with that blefTed and everlafting free! 

om rom fin arid condemnation, which he gives to 
a., vvimout refpeA of perfons, who believe in him 
and do his commandments. 

1 he duties of the rich towards the poor are 
companion and charity, diluting to the wants of 

The iafdmm;aTng Conf°,ation the af- 
a . I he duties of the poor towards their be- 



fteFaclors/are gratitude^and their prayers for them : 
of the aged towards the young, are condefcenfion, 
eounfel and direction in duty : of the young towards 
the aged, are reverence and obedience to their in- 
ftrudlions, and readinefs to afford them affiftance in 
every office of kindnefs, when the wants of the aged 
demand their help. The duty of fuperiors in know¬ 
ledge and honors, is c‘ condefcenfion to men of low 
degree” : and of equals, mutual love and benevo¬ 
lence* Thefe important relative and focial duties,, 
the great law of nature and revelation obhVes us to 
do and pradife, towards others; although they 
Should negiedt to pradtife them towards us. Oar 
duty is to be done, tho’ others negledt theirs. The 
great commandment of the law, “ to love our neigh¬ 
bor as ourfelves,” will incline us fo to do. “ And 
as ye would that men fhould do unto you, do ye e- 
Ven fo to them.53 We are. 

Lastly, To confider the animating motive to 
enforce the important duties of filial piety, contain¬ 
ed in the promife annexed to this commandment, 

1 hat thy days may be long on the land which the 
Lord thy God giveth thee.” This is a fpecial pro- 
miie to filial obedience. Health and long life, to 
*hofe who honor their parents. The bleffings pro- 
miied in former ages to the obedient, were princi¬ 
pally promiles of temporal bleffings, as health, 
peace, rffiuence and longevity : butthegofpe! pro- 
m-ife's more valuable bleffings ; the bleffings of the 
covenant of grace ; and yet in that merciful cove¬ 
nant temporal bleffings are alfo included, and given 
to the righteous ; fo far as they fliall be neceffary for 
their be ft good, and the glory of God. “ For god- 
linefs had the promife of the life which now is, and. 
of that which is to come,” Lender the prefent dif- 
penfation, altho3 children who honor their parents 
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are not infallably aflured ax long life \ yet are they 
allured of other bleffings more valuable, in exchange. 
If the prdmife of long life was in a manner peculiar 
to obedient children under the law ; ftill we have 
ground to conclude, that under the gofpel difpenfa- 
tion, the lives of obedient children are prolonged 
beyond thofe of the difobedient and profane. Some 
read the promife in the original, “ That they, thy 
parents, may prolong thy days.” Parents by their 
prayets and bleffing on obedient children, are inftru- 
mental of drawing down bleffings from heaven upon 
them, as long life* ufefulnefs, honor and happinefs. 
Thofe who now obey their parents in the Lord, if 
they do not always enjoy long life, yet the lofs* if it 
may be called a lofs, (hail be made up?to them, in 
bleffings more valuable : and fuch pcrfons are com¬ 
monly more ufcful, refpe&ed and beloved while they 
live, and lamented when dead. c* For honorable 
age is not that which ftandeth in length of time, nor 
that is jmeafured by numfber of years : but wifdom is 
the grey hair unto men, and an unipotted life is old 
age.”* And filial piety will be giorioufly recom- 
penced in heaven. 

This is called the firfi commandment with pro- 
mifet. It is the tirfe promife made to the ohfervance 
of a particular precept. T he fecond precept con¬ 

tains a general promife to them who love God and 
keep all his commandments : but this promifes % 
fpecial bleffing to thofe who keep it. 

Kings, M a gift rates, minifters, the aged, makers* 
and infti udors of youth, as well as natural parents*, 
in the iacred fcriptures are called fathers *, and tub- 

people, the* young, fervants and pupils* are 

called children, and the mutual obligations and 

* Wil'd ora of Solomon,, iv. 8, 9. .1 c.phufions, \ *. 



unties of thefe refpeftive relations, are fummarily 
. comprifed in this divine precept ^ and juftify the 
extent , and latitude in which it is here explained* 
Let inis fubjedt be improved in a few inferences. 

*\As the obligation of children to parents is 
piaceu at tne head of all moral and relative duty to 
men, vye infer the great importance of filial obe¬ 
dience 5 that children fhould love their parents, 
cheerfully obey all their lawful commands, and feek 
tneii intereft, comfort and happmefs in all refpedls. 
Allow me, dear children and youth, to invite and 
urge you to the conftant obfervance of the facred 
duties which are due to your parents. They are of 
the^ utmoft importance to your honor and happinefs, 
and to the comfort of your parents. €i Hearken ye 
children to the imtrudlions of a father, and attend 
to know underllanding.” Experience and wifdom 
are to be expected from your parents, and you are 
favored by heaven, in that you have fuch affection¬ 
ate and faithful guides to diredt you in knowledge and 
’Vhtue^. Thefe whofe names are mentioned with 

pages, were dutiful and 
affedionate to their parents. Jacob the fon of Ifaac 
attended to the wiihes of his pious parents, in his fet- 
t.eaient in the world, and comforted them ; as did 
auo his pious father. The behaviour of Efau was 
tne reverie, and procured him the character of a pro- 
aneperfon. Jofcph was a moft dutiful'fon, and 
,,ocj highly honored and prefpered 1dm. Above 

‘ ,, "1£, PTroP°fe to y°u>* imitation the example of 
tne mefied Jefus who in the days of his childhood 
ar.M youth, was iubjed- to his earthly parents. He has 
given you a bright pattern of filial piety, in love and 
ooeoience. He alio wrought with his own hands in 

t ,£ Ul.vs cf )'ou ta> t0 fupport hirafelf and them, ' 

I 
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Altho’ yea can never make an equal return of 
love and obedience to your parents, for all their care 
and kindnefs towards you, yet let it be your earneft 
endeavour to recompenfe them. Shew your grati¬ 
tude to them, by your zeal to pleafe them. Shun 
all occafions of grief to them *, and let them have 
the pleafure to fee the good fruits of their labors 
and cares for you, in your good and virtuous con- 
verfation. For they can have no greater joy in this 
world, than to fee you walking in the truth. • 

Disobedience to parents is a dreadful evidence 
of a degenerate and wicked heart, and of a perfon’s 
ripening for all manner of evil and ruin. It is claffed 
by the apoftle with unthankfulnefs and unmercifu!- 
nefs,. and other crimes and they who do fuch 
things (hall not inherit the kingdom of God.55 The 
curfc of heaven will fall on fuch, either in this world, 
or the world to come. “ The eye that mocketh at 
his father, and defpifeth to obey his mother, the 
ravens of the valley Avail pick it out, and the young 
eagles (hall eat it:—his lamp fhall be put out in 
obfeure darknefs.” 

It has been juft remarked that thofe who have 
been loving and dutiful to* parents, God has ufuaily 
profpered in the world, and themfelves alfo blefted, 
with dutiful children, and with the riches of hea*' 
venly grace. And that thofe on the other hand, 
who have been difobedient and cruel to parents, 
have been punifhed with children liice themfelves. 
As then, children and youth, you would enjoy the 
approbation of your own minds,—the blefiings of 
your parents,—the efteem of the virtuous and 
good,—ufefulnefs in life,—comfort in old age and 
peace in death, and the plaudit of your righteous and 
merciful judge, love and *pradhfe the duties which 

» 



you owe to your parents, and “ obey them in the 
Lord.” 

2. If fuch are the obligations of children to par- 
ents, equally important are the obligations of par¬ 
ents. On them devolves the two-fold obligation, 
to recompenfe the tender love and care of parents to 
them, in their’s towards their own children •, and to 
€t train them up in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord.” To you, honored parents, God has 
committed an important charge. To you he hath 
given children to be educated for him, in virtuous 
knowledge and the fear of God,-—to be qualified for 
aufeful life, and for the holy and happy condition 
Of the children of your father in heaven. Their 
reputation and ufefulnefs in life, under God, depend 
much on your faithful inftrudtions and good exam¬ 
ple ; and on you may alfo depend their happy con¬ 
dition in the other world. If you ftrive to promote 
their faivation, you have gracious encouragement, 
that the feeds of pious inftruftion fhall he watered 
with heavenly grace, and bring forth fruit unto 
eternal life. As you wifh their prefent and immor¬ 
tal happinefs ; be perfevering in your labors to guide 
them in the paths of religion. Follow your induc¬ 
tions until you fee the good fruits, in their virtuous 
lives. Awful will be the condemnation of thofe 
parents who have negle&ed the fouls of their chil¬ 
dren, or by their ill example drawn them to wicked- 
nefs and ruin. 64 Their blood will be required at 
their hands.” It will appear that altho5 they were 
capable of being taught their obligations to God, you 
luffered them to grow up In ignorance of him ; tho* 
they had precious fouls to be faved, you fuffered 
them to be loft. What mutual, dreadful accufa- 
tions will irreligious parents and children retort upon 
each other, in that world of wo, which is prepared 
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toi the ungodly. How dreadful the employment’ 
<>i the days of miferable exiftence, through ages of 
hopclefs end. 5 

But on the other hand, peaceful is the exit of 
the pious parent, who has labored to fecure the 
LIvation at his children. His labor is with the 
Lord, and his reward in heaven. Having dons 
Jus duty towards them, as a faithful parent, by the 
.iflitiance of grace, how muff nis happinefs in heaven 
be increafed, when there he ihall find that his labor 
was not in vain; when his children fhali be “ his 
crown of joy, and rife up and call him blefled.”_ 
Imprefied with a folemn belief of a fpeedy entrance 
upon one or the other of thefe momentous fcer.es, 
iet us, parents and children, humbly look to God, 
imploring his efficacious grace, that we may fo fu fil 
the duties of thefe relations as to obtain acceptance* 
thro’ Jefus Chrift. 

1 o conclude : let it, firs, be our daily care and 
labor, to do, with all good confcience, in the fear of 
God, the duties of the feveral relations which we fuf- 
tam towards our fellow men. And may we ferve 
our generation well, by the will and grace of God, 
whether we are parents, or children,—brethren or 
lifters,—magiftrates or fubjeds,—preachers or hear¬ 
ers,—mafters or fervants,—rich or poor',-fuperiors, 
inferiors or equals : remembering that death will 
fpeedily difio’ve thefe connexions, when “ we muft 
all appear before the judgment feat of Chrift,” to 
give account how we have done our duty in them : 
that we may give it with joy, and be accepted as good 
and faithful fervants, may it pleafe God of his mercy 
to grant, for the fake of Jefus our Lord, who hath 
loved the children of men, and to whom be praiies 
evedafting. -AMEN. 
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S E R M O N XIII. 

The duty and the means of preferring life,—the 
oppofite vices. 

PRECEPT SIX T IE 

Exodus xx. 13. 

Thou Jkdt not kill’ 

vT'HIS :s a fhort, but comprehenfive precept, and 
JL tne °ther negative precepts of the law in¬ 

volves the duties oppofed to the fin prohibited. It 
forbids the taking of life, either our own, or the life 
of others; and comprehends the duty of perfume*- 
all-lawful and fuitable means to preferve life. It is 
to be unoerfiood with the reftridtion of unlawful put¬ 
ting to death : for the law of nature juftifies taking 
away ufe in certain cafes, and the precepts of Chris¬ 
tianity do not difannul that law. * 

As this precept forbids unjuftiy putting to death, 
it iiewfcuariiy forbids thoie evil pailionS, or adhons, 
which have a direcl or remote tendency to the per¬ 
petration of tins great fin. And on the other hand 
it d^manos the cultivation of thole benevolent and 

■ fiK.idly affections towards our fellow men, which arc 
neceflary to make life defirable and happy. It re¬ 
gulates all our thoughts, words and ad ions in our 

with mankind, it is a law given by th& 
omnifeifent fearcher of hearts, who demands good- 

«nu rectitude or principle and thought, as wel? 
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as propriety and benevolence of behaviour. That it 
is thus extenfive and fpiritual as well as external, 
appears from the expofition given of it by our Lord, 
Matthew 6. “ Whofoever is angry with his 
brother, without a caufe, fhall be in danger of the 
judgment/’ And “ whofoever, fays St. John, 
hateth his brother is a murderer.” For it is un- 
reftrained indulgence of the malignant paffions of 
anger, hatred and revenge which impels to the per¬ 
petration of this enormous crime. This precept 
then refpefts the due government of our paffions and 
appetites, as well as our words and actions. As it 
reitrains the irafcibie naffioriS, it alfo condemns all 
wrathful expreffions and actions, all contentions, 
.wounding, duelling and tile like brutal behaviour. 
As all finful difpofitions and ad ions tending to des¬ 
troy life, are forbidden, the practice of the oppofite 
virtues are commanded. I fhall attempt to explain 
and iiluiirate this precept, by eonfidering. 

i. The duty of ufingall fuitable means to pre-' 
ferve life. 

2. The unlawfulnefs of taking away our own, or 
the life of others. 

3. The duty of fe!f government, and of bringing 
under the fubjedion of religion, our fpirits, paffions 
and appetites, and the cultivation of the oppofite 
virtues. 

1. We are to employ all lawful means to preferve 
,©ur own life, by ufing with moderation and tempe¬ 
rance, the bounties of providence, in the nourifh- 
ment and life of the body. 

The gifts of nature are liberally difpenfed for the 
fupportof life. The foil, the fea, the air and the 
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elements, a ft all laboring to prepare food and death- 
ing and comforts for mankind. But the exertions 
of men are neceflary to bring to maturity and per¬ 
fection the means of a comfortable fubfiftance : and 
by the fweat of his face, man is to get his bread. 
A certain proportion of food is neccftary for the life 
of the body : more than this is excefs and intemper- 
ence. The wants of nature are few and are eafily 
fupplied : a luxurious appetite creates many artificial 
ones, and is not eafily gratified. Health is preferred 
by temperence. It is a!fo necefiary to prcte& cur 
bodies from the extremes of heat a^d cold and 
ftorms, by fuitabie cloathing •, and in ficknefs to ufe 
proper means and medicine, for the relloration of 
health. The bounties of providence defigned for 
the health and life of the body, are in numerous in¬ 
fiances by the abufs of them, the means of deftroy- 
ing them. Difeafes and untimely death are com¬ 
monly among the unhappy effe&s of intemperence„ 
Se!f-prefervation is a natural principle, and a law of 
revelation. No man hateth his own fiefh, but 
Uourifiisth and cherifiieth it.5’ Man is, by his 
Creator, in feme degree committed to his own keep¬ 
ing, and the means of preferving life are within his 
reach. There are many dangers in life, in which 
the interference of others can afford him no affift- 
ance, and under providence, he muft depend upon 
his own exertions. And in the ufe of the fupports 
of life, he cannot make ufe of the aid of others. 

There are however certain exempt cafes in which 
duty to God obliges to hazard life, and even to re- 
fign or take it. away. Thefe are necefiary'feif-de¬ 
fence,—lawful war,—and in the caufe of religion* 
in times of perfecution. When one is attacked and 
hfe aimed at, if the pe-rfon cannot efcape, he may 
lawfully take the life of the murderer. Thereaioa 
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of this is, that the prefervatfon of his own life, k 
committed to him as the firft object of his care. The 
chnflian religion teaches us the duty of preferving 
our own life, when in danger from an enemy, by alt 
prudent and lawful means. When trie enemies of 
Paul combined to take his life, he ufed proper 
means to preserve it; He fought that protection 
from authority wnich is the defign of the inftitutioa 
vf government to afford to the fubjeft. 

In lawful defenfive war, perfons are obliged td 
hazard the lives of others, as well as their own. 
V/hen men rife up violently to deftrov the lives and 
properties of others, they may be lawfully refilled 
and defiroyed. If they ad the part of furibus heath 
of prey, like beaks of prey, they are to be defiroyed. 
Ij.ut this is lawful only in rieceffary felf-defenee, and 
>hen all other means of prefer vat ion have failed. 

1 here have ncen infiancesof perfons who have 
facrificed their own lives to fave the life of others* 
4t Peradventure, for a good man, one would even 
dare to die.53 

It is alfo a duty for a perfdn to refign his life for 
the crude of God, or in defence of the true religion; 
Vv hen a perfon is not permitted to live, uniefs he 
will renounce the werfhip of God, or abjure the true 
religion, it is his duty to fubmit to death. This 
tvas the fiery trial to which the ancient worthies, and 
the martyrs in former and later ages fubmitted. 
i hey were tortured not accepting deliverence. 
I hey feajed their teftimonv to the truth with their 
blood, and efteemed the iufferings of death, of fmall 
account compared with the glorv that awaited them 
■*** licavc.it. I o iu Ji n«c auaiefied trie mil mating 
Words of Chrnt, 4; rear not them that kill ti . s* 
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■body, but are not able to kill the foul but rather 
fear him who is able to deftroy both body and foul 
in hell. For he who faveth his life, fhall loofe it; 
and he who loofeth his life for my fake and the gof- 
pel fhall find it.” As the love of God is a good in¬ 
finitely preferable to life, life is to be willingly facri- 
ficed in the competition, whenever he is pleafed to 
permit perfecution to rage. 

2. Men may not lawfully take away their own 
lives by laying violent hands on themfelves. The 
precept, thou fhalt not kill, which perhaps with 
greater propriety might be tranflated thou /halt do no 
murder, equally prohibits the taking our own life and 
the life of others. No condition of fufferings can 
juftify an impatient wifhing for death, and much 
lefs the putting a period to life. Suicide and what* 
ever tends to haften death, is forbidden by his pre¬ 
cept. God has appointed to us our ftation in this 
life, and we are not to difmifs ourfelves, but wait the 
appointed time. The fuicide is chargable with the 
aggravated guilt of murder. His fear of prefent or 
future fufferings in life, hurry him to the horrid 
crime, and prove him to be of a daftardly fpirit. 
His deliberately rufhing into eternity for refuge 
from trouble, argues his great impiety, and bold de¬ 
fiance of the authority and juftice of God. Shall a 
deferter be punifhed with death by the hands of 
men ? what will then be his condition, who deferts 
his ftation in this world, and appears in the awful 
pretence of his maker, unfummoned and unpre¬ 
pared : He appears before him in the very aft of 
infulting him, and without the poflibility of repen¬ 
tance. The condition of fuch an enormous offen¬ 
der we can neither exprefs or imagine. From 
troubles here, and which for ought he knew, might 
be but of fhort duration, where fcenes are continu- 

Z 



ally lifting, he plunges Into that world ofmifaw 
fo which rebels agamft God, and all murderer* 

are doomed. Thus perifhed king'Saul, falling 
tipon his own fword, on Mount Gilboa, too cow® 
ard y to bear a reverfe of fortune; and thus fell 
Judas, that he might go to that place for which 
his crimes had prepared him. ' > 

From the charge of the guilt of futcide, weftmft 
exempt that ancient fbldier. and fervant of God 
Sampfon. His cafe was peculiar. His cruel enemies 
and the enemies ot God had him intheii hands. They 
had put out his eyes and info!ted him in his mifery 
Ti-om the circurnftances of his death, it appears that 
he was divinely direded as to the manner of it v> that 
by his voluntary death he might prevent the philif- 
trnes from in-flibting one more cruel, do valiendy in 
the overthrow of thofe whom God had doomed to 
deflruCtion, flop the triumphs of the daughters of 
the jncircumcned, over one or the faithful fervants 
of God, and expofe the vanity of their Idol deifies. 
God wrought a miracle, to make his death glorious 
and ufeful. He is ranked by the apoftle, among 
the worthies who died in faith, the circuits dances of 
it, muff therefore have been by divine direction. In 
the fame light we are alio to underffand the trying 
adt 01 the patriarch Abraham, in obedience to the 
command of God, about to offer up his only fon in 
facrifice. In this myfterious affair, the faith and obe¬ 
dience of Abraham was moft marvellous, and fo was- 
a'fo the refignatidn of Ifaac. He voluntarily fobmrtted- 
to'be flam. His age and ftrength could have foe- 
ceftfully refilled ; but perfoaded that it was the will 
of God, he bowed his head, patient as a lamb, upon 
the alter, waiting the fatal flroke : and the father 
when he drew the knife and was on the point of 
plunging it into the heart of his fon, loved him as 
his own loui, and gladly would have died for him. 
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This marvellous a<5lion was defigned to fhew 
the patriarch and the ancient church, in a lively fig¬ 
ure, the death of Chrift the promifed Saviour. A- 
braharn’s flaying his fon was to exprefs the almighty 
father giying h;s beloved fon to die, to atone for the 
finsof men ; and thefubmiflion of ifiiac, the patient 
refignation of Jefus to death. 'Then the gofpel was 
preached to Abraham,—-then he favv in lively vifion 
“ the day of Chrift, and was glad.” He believed 
in God and in the certain advent of the Mefliah, and 
it was imputed to him for righteoufnefs. 1 fhall only 
add here, that the ram miraculoufly caught in the 
thicket and offered in facrifice, in the room of Ifaac, 
was defigned to fignify God’s acceptance of the fac- 
nfices of animals until the advent of the great facri- 
fice for fin, as perpetual memorials to his ancient 
caurch of that glorious event. 

God is the proprietor of the lives of his creatures, 
and may confidently with his goodnefs and juftice, 
make ufe of one to take away the life of another ; as 
he ufes natural means or fecond caufes, to bring to a 
period the lives of his creatures. 

2. We are to preferve the lives of our fellow men, 
y aL luch friendly and benevolent means, as tend to 

promote their health, their peace and worldly con- 
duion ; by guarding them from injuries and wrongs, 
by adminiftring comfort to the aflMed—cloathmg 
to the naked—food to the famifhing—medicine and 
nourunment to the fick, and help to the helplefs of 
all ages and conditions. The obligations of prefer- 
ving t.i“ lives of others appears, 

1. In that mankind are made for lociety. ** It Is 
not good for man to be alone.” If it was lawful for 
one man to take the life of another, for any or every 
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caufe, a general and univerfal maflacre would take 
place ; for the right of one fo to do, would be the 
the right of all, and the world would become a {laugh¬ 
ter houfe of defolation and field of blood. It is evi¬ 
dent that fince mankind are placed together, by their 
creator, on the earth, it is his will that they Ihould be 
mutually helpful and beneficial. We therefore find 
that we are dependent on each other for afliftance 
and fociety, to our comfortable exiftence here, and 
defence againft the many accidents and evils of life : 
the helplefs infant is dependent on the parent, and 
the fick and infirm, on thofe who have ability to re¬ 
lieve them. 

Mankind are dependent on each other, not only 
for the attainment of the means of a comfortable ex¬ 
iftence in life, but for that knowledge and afliftance 
which are requifite to their fpiritual and immortal 
happinefs. This is the life of the foul, infinitely im¬ 
portant, and of more value than this temporary life. 
Ignorance and vice are the death of the foul : but in 
the knowledge and love of God, confifts its fpirit¬ 
ual and eternal life. The falvation of the foul, is 
worthy the name of life. This prefent exiftence will 
fpeedily clofe ♦, but the life of the foul, will never 
ceafe. 

/ y 

0 

The principle which impels us to preferve the pre¬ 
fent life of ourfelf and others, Ihould more powerful¬ 
ly impel us to fecure and preferve this better life.— 
For what fhall it profit a man, if he Ihould prolong 
the days of this vain life to its utmoft bounds, and 
gain the whole world, and lofe an immortal life ?—• 
1 his life is the one thing needful, and which the 
light of nature and the precepts of the gofpel, teach 
us to feek firft and laft, as our chief duty and felicity. 
They are chargeable with the guilt of murdering their 
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own fouls, who continue in ignorance of God, of the 
Saviour, & the truths & duties of revelation, while the 
means of knowledge and grace aie at hand. They 
are guilty ofdeftroying the fouls of others, who fuf- 
fer thofe under their care to grow up in ignorance 
and wickednefs, or hinder their falvation by their per¬ 
nicious example. They preferve the life of their pre¬ 
cious fouls who ftrive to know God and their duty ; 
who love God in fincerity, and believe in our Lord 
Jefus Chriff, and do his commandments. 7hey pre¬ 
ferve the life of the fouls of others, who are inftru- 
mental of leading them in the paths of virtue and 
religion, to the knowledge of God and our almighty 

Saviour. 

2. They who negledl to preferve the lives ofoth¬ 
ers by all fuitable means in their power, muft be con- 
fidered as accefTory to their death : and guilty of a 
fpecies of murder. The principle which inclines us 
to preferve our own life, fhould compel us to pre¬ 
ferve the life of others. For the law of nature and 
revelation has made it our duty to “ love our neigh¬ 
bor as ourfelves.5} This divine law, our bleffed Lord 
hath illuftrated by his own example, as the pattern of 
our imitation, even that mankind fhould love one a- 
pother with the fame love which they have for them- 
felves. The love which we bear to ourfelves, which 
powerfully excites us to ufe all pofifihle means to pre¬ 
ferve lire,—to fhun things hurtful and dangerous to 
our own life and happinefs, we are to put in exercile 
towards our fellow men, in like circumftances. And 
by the fame principle of benevolence to others, we are 
alfo bound to feek their fpiritual edification, and e- 
terna! happinefs, by all the means and advantages 
which God hath put into our hands. 

This great moral law of univerfal love to mankind. 
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and !v ’ ,nlWed °" by numerous precepts 
our S “ ,h° !0fEel' Wi'ho„, that' Sr 
our fellow men, which powerfully inciire« „e - 

°ur refpedive relative and fecial coLSion? Z j" 
good and feck the temporal and eternal happinefs If 

thbo “ oP‘ ap0<!le air“res us> »oTe no- 
another- fo?^0?!™ V ,hinS- but to love one 
nnotner, for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the 

after ^LW0J,k“h 7" ‘0 h“ Follow 
! Jv\ f * Jny';?y loveferve °ne another : for all the 

• utfilfed in one word, even in this. Thou /halt 
We thy neighbor as thyfelf ” Were this principle 
of uncorrupted religion, in univerfal ufe, mankind 
«ould do no injury knowingly . hut be difoofed to 

ow°nmTehen *nCj haPpinefs of others as their 
own. j. he miferies which men fuffer from their own 
olhes and crimes, and which are brought upon men 

aI;ie//d |W n!en’ W0u!d be n0 more> and fecurity 
2 not the8nd PaCe U!rerfally 3bound- Bvt as this 

ot tlle condition of man in his prefent Hate of de- 

ET? f,'°™ God and aoty; it is necelTary that 
^.«s and pumfhments fhould be the refort, to retrain 
men from crimes. While the corrupt paffions of 
men overcome the dilates of enlightened reafon, and 
break the laws oi God and fociety, cafes will arife in 
which it is thought lawful to take away life ; fome 
inflances_°t which have been already mentioned on 
w ic i a rew additional obfervations will be made_ 

-llflfzrrre> jua fe,f-dcfence aflaffins* 
juftice^* t w*Cn^Ve war>^and ^3e e^ecuuon of civil 

is Lh!E lmtvffers-h'mfe!f t0 be kn,ed. when there 
death of fiV mm °f- e'rc.aPIn8 death, except by the 
death os ue afTaflm, jS chargeable with the guilt of 
Kotpreiervmg his own life, and in effedUifo, cf val. 
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tsing the life of the murderer more than his own 
vvhich he is not obliged to do. Such a fudden afi’ 
fault jollifying the flaying an enemy, is on the fup- 
pofidon, that the aflaulted has not opportunity to 
efcape, or appeal to the magiftrate, or thofe means 
or defence which the laws have provided. On the 
fame principle we are to defend the life of our neigh¬ 
bor or fellow men, when attacked by aflaffins,- 

,2' HE ^aw °r'~ nature juflifies flaying an enemy in 
a juft derenflve war. The law of felf-prefervatkrn 
whicn juflifies an individual, in flaying his enemy 
in the deience of his own life, makes it the duty of 
people to deflroy the lives of public enemies, when 
their owti cannot otherwise be preCerved. Chriflian 
rulers have in all ages deemed it a duty to refill with 
armed violence, the deftroyers of nations. Rut be- 
fore this extremity is reforted to, a people ought to 
be well finished that the war is juft and neceffary, 
and that ah prudent and pacific meafures have been 
ufied and have failed, it is to be lamented that 
mankind, have fo umverfally difcovere'd a prompti¬ 
tude for war , and too frequently plunged into the 
dreaoful gulf, to gratify a fpirit of unforgiving re¬ 
venge, or mean ambition, or avaricious plunder 

bill Precious .fives of myriads of the human race 
iiave been facnficed upon this all devouring altar 

“ O why will kings forget that they are men ? 

Ana men that they are brethren ?5> 

(■be h’"1 c"ttain cafes, appears in that 
‘he Moft HlSh commanded the Ifraeiites to 
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war againft the Midiamtes and deftroy them. And 
a curfe is denounced againft him, that kept back his 
fword from blood. In fuch cafes the peaceable re¬ 
ligion of the Saviour does not forbid it. To his 
difciptes he fays, fec he that hath no fword, let him 
fell his garment and buv one.” Chriftians have a 
right to felf-defence. His difciples carried arms to 
defend themfelves from enemies, as appears by one 
of them drawing his fword to defend Chrift at the 
time of his furrendry of himfeif to his perfecutors. 
The neceflary duty of felf-defence, is confiftent with 
his declaration, that 44 they who ufe the fword, lhall 
alfo periih bv the fword :” which has, no doubt, re¬ 
ference to often five wars, or wars as they are com¬ 
monly managed. 

Its lawfulnefs further appears, from the very pro¬ 
per exhortation which his harbinger, John, gave to 
the foldiers who came to his baptifm, and afked, 
4C And what fhali we do ?” that is, that we may be 
qualified fubjedls of the kingdom of the Meffiah. 
Had their profeftion been finful, it was of the laft 
importance that they fhould know it. John anfwered 
them, M do violence to no man,—accufe no man 
faddy,—-and be content with your wages.” He 
cautions them againft the peculiar temptations at¬ 
tending the profedion of arms •, but does not con¬ 
demn the profedion lawfully ufed. It is indeed a 
great calamity that men are fometimes forced to the 
dreadful trade of war, in felf-defence : for while they 
re fist their enemies, they hazard their own life, and 
the innocent and oppreiTed fall in battle, as well as 
their guilty cpprefTors. Happy would it he for in¬ 
dividuals as well as nations, did that direction of the 
apofrle fuitably imprefs all minds, As much as in 
you lieth, live peaceably with all men.”. 



The mode of-warfare which the people of Ifrael 
carried on againfl: the nations of Canaan, was fingu- 
]ar : They deftroyed prornifcuoufty, the prifoners, 
women, children and the aged. The apology for 
this is, that they afted by a divine eo'mmiffidn. The 
people of Canaan had ripened themfelves for defer no¬ 
tion, by their enormous wickednefs, like the people 
of Sodom. And God made life of the Ifrael item 
as a fcourge to deftroy them, as unfit longer to live ; 
as he fometimes makes ufe of earthquakes ana other 
jud grnents to deftroy men. 

To thefe exceptions from the text, may be. added 
the lawfulnefs of taking away the life of criminals*, By 

mfmu- p mi the hand of public juftice. One end of th 
tion ot civil government, is to be “ a terror to evil 
doers.It is faid to be a dictate of the law of na¬ 
ture that murderers fhould be put to death. It was 
a judicial law given to Ifrael, “ Thou lhalt not fuf- 
fer a murderer to live.55 Some humane advocates 
for the mitigation of the feverity of capital punish¬ 
ments, have however, doubted of the lawfulnefs of 
taking away the life of a man, even for murder, 
i hey afiert that as the judicial laws of the jews were 
local and temporary, they are not now obligatory: 
and that as a man has not power over his own life, 
he cannot convey to fociety a power to take it away. 
But to this it is replied, that as an individual has a 
lawful right, (as has been already fhewn) to deftroy 
his murderer *, on his death, that right devolves to 
the fociety, and they may lawfully ufe it, for the fafe- 
ty of the public. If a punifhrnent could be d6voted 
more efficacious to reftrain from the commiffion of 
this dreadful crime ^ it would be the dictate of wip 
dom to adopt it. Lefs can be faid in.junification of 
taking life for leffer crimes, as theft, forgery and the 
like. 4 

A, a 
^^ . -«* 
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The commutation of the punishment of death, 

for folitary confinement and conftant labor, which 
lome legiflatures have adopted is a dictate of mercy 
as well as juftice. And as it gives offenders an oppor¬ 
tunity to reflect upon their crimes and to reform ; 
it is to be hoped will be more effectual to reftrain 
bold tranfgrefTors, than even the punifhment of 
death.* 

That we may fliuh even the appearance of evil, 
and maintain a confidence void of offence, both to¬ 
wards God and alfio towards men, may it pleafie God 
of his mercy to grant, for Jefus’ fake. 

AMEN. 

* 'The legiflatures of MafTachufetts and Coirneffictit have 
adopted this humane and wife method of punifhment. Felons 
are confined, fome for life, and others for terms proportioned 
to the nature of their crimes. In Connecticut, a deep open¬ 
ing into the bowels of a mountain in the town of Simsbury, was 
formerly made for the purpofe of digging copper ore. ft is 
now a prifon for criminals, into which they are fliut down at 
flight and let up in the morning. They nearly defray the e&** 
pence of their keeping by the manufacture of nails. 

r 



SERMON XIV. 

The great guilt of taking away life,—the duty of 
felf government,-—of the pafftons and appetites. 

Exodus xx. 13. 

Thou Jhalt not kill, 

THIS precept forbids private or perfonaf revenge 
for any real or imaginary injury. Whether 

a perfon prompted by a malicious fpirit of revenge 
wifhes mifchiefto another, or by fecret arts aims at 
the deftrudiion of his comfort or life, he is a murder¬ 
er, in the fight of God, and falls under the condem¬ 
nation of this law. Unreftrained anger leads to the 
commifiion of this greateft crime of man againfc 
man. And as fuch, it has annexed to it, the moft 
fhamefui, dreadful piinilhment: univerfal horror 
and untimely death, from the hands of men, and the 
wrath of almighty God, in the world to come. So 
we come, 

2. To fhew the great and aggrevated guilt of 
this fin. So precious in the fight of God is the life 
of man, that in the laws delivered to the jews, the ox 
or other bead, that had killed a man, was to be put 
to death, and its fiefh to be held in abomination. 
The reafon given in that law, why one man may not 
put another to death, is, that in the image of God, 
made he man. There was fomething divine, 
originally in man. and his life is facred. Man's 
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life here, Is the beginning and the preparation 
existence, which will probably be commenfur 

of at) 
probably be commenfurate iri 

duration, with the existence of the eternal Jehovah. 
He, who deprives another of life, is guilty of the 
greateft robbery towards God,—-ihjuftice and cruel-- 
ty towards a fellow' immortal, the higheft offence a- 
gainft fociety,—and the greateft folly and madnefs 
towards kimfelf, 

i. The murderer is guilty of robbery towards 
God. AH creatures are the abfolute property of 
God. In h im they live, and move, and have their 
being ; and God only, has a right to difpofe of their 
lives. He alone may kill or keep alive, and with¬ 
out his permiffion and direcftion, none may lawfully 
deprive another of life. He who takes the life of 
another, boldly attempts to take him out of the hands 
of God, out of whofe, hands, none can deliver. It is 
robbing God of a fubjedl, a child, a fervant whom 
he hath fent into this world, and to whom he hath 
afligned his work and labor, during an appointed 
time. ' 

\ 

2. It is an act of the greateft injuftice and cruel¬ 
ty towards a fellow creature : as it deprives him of 
that life which his creator gave him, and which he 
only can rightly, take away. It is an injury for which 
the offender can make no fatisfa&ion. It cuts off the 
iufferer from the pofieftion of life and all his earth’y 
comforts. It is an injury great beyond all calculation, 
as it deprives him of the time and advantages of pre¬ 
paring for -death and eternal fcenes, and it may be 
preventing of his eternal falvation. He is fuddenly 
deprived of an opportunity of making his peace with 
God. It is an irreparable injury to the friends of 
the dpceafed, as it deprives them of a brother, a fath- 
er, a Ton, on whom perhaps they depended foriup- 



port. It is a violation of that law of our nature which 
obliges us to love our fellow men and to do them 
good and not evil, and purfue their peace a'ftd hap. 

pinefs. 

3. It is an high handed offence againft fociety, 
as it deprives the community of a member •, and a- 
gainft magiftracy and the laws of the community.— 
It is to wreft the fword of juftice from the hand of 
authority, and trample upon human and divine laws; 

1 > • ~\ **• T- T 

4. The murderer is guilty of the greateft folly and 
madnefs towards himfelf. He does himfelf, event¬ 
ually a greater injury, if poffibie, than is done to the 
fufferer. He deftroys his own peace and happinefs, 
plants the daggers of felf torment within him, and 
feels a thoufand" wounds, for the wound which he hath 
given : he feeks for death as a refuge, and plunges 
into hell. 
t , 

Other public crimes againft the laws o&Godand 
fociety are puniftied according to their demerit: but 
the fpecial juftice, and wrath of God and man, are 
executed upou fuch great offenders. The blood cf 
Abel cried to heaven from the ground, demanding 
vengeance. It has a voice which is heard to heaven, 
and which alfo makes the conference of the murder¬ 
er hear and tremble. Human juftice ufually over¬ 
takes fuch dreadful finners in this world. 44 As they 
have done to others, fo God hath requited them.'5 

Such is the horror of mind following the commiffion 
of this crime, that murderers have fometimes fought 
relief by a public cohfeflion, andfurrehder of them- 
felves into the hands of juftice. The ladies of a 
tormenting confcience have extorted a confedion of 
guilt and a wifti for death. 44 Hear my voice, ye 
vviyes of Lamech, and hearken to my fpeech : for i 
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have flain a man to my wounding, and a young man 
to my hurt.” And the firft murderer Cain, under 
the preffure of terrors of confcience, exclaims, “ my 
punifhment is greater than I can bear.” Their 
thoughts are continually difturbed with the recollec¬ 
tion of the unnatural deed, and the imaginary ghoft 
of the fufferer, and the terrors of the almighty dif- 
trad them. Thus dreadful is the guilt of taking the 
life of another, and equally dreadful is the crime of 
taking away one’s own life. The crime of filicide, 
is loaded with the aggravations juft mentioned, and 
with this additional evil to the criminal, that it cuts 
him oft from all opportunity of repentance for that 
great fin ; for after death there is no room for re- 
pentance. 

The laws of God have penalties annexed to them,' 
of punifhments in this world ; but as the felf-mur- 
derer puts himfelf beyond the reach of punifhment 
here, it remains to be taken cognizance of in the o- 
ther world. This crime therefore is not exprefsly 
mentioned, altho5 it is included in the precept under 
confideration. And this precept is broken whether 
a perfon deprives himfelf, or another of life; and 
perhaps the firft is the greateft crime, becaufe the 
moft unnatural of the two. The guilt of this fin de¬ 
pends on a perfon’s being in the poffeffion and ex- 
ercife of reafon, and wilfully and deliberately com¬ 
mitting it. Whether it is done in the heat and in¬ 
toxication of pafiion, or as the efreft of malice afore¬ 
thought, it is murder, in the view of the moral law ; 

. altho’ it may be confidered very differently, in the 
view of the civil law. Where a perfon is accidental¬ 
ly the caufe of the death of another, having net an 
Intention of injury, fuch a death, called chance med¬ 
ley, comes not under the condemnation of this law. 
fWhen this however happened under the law of 
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Moles, the accidental man-flayer, was obliged to fly 
to the neareft city of refuge, and there continue un- 
until the death of the High Prieft defigned perhaps 
to teach that this fin, which might be committed, 
thro5 want of due care and attention, as well as all o- 
thers fins, were to be atoned for by the death of 
Jefus, our great High Prieft, who was to come into 
the world. To the queftion whether a murderer can 
be faved ; it may be replied, that we have ground 
to conclude, that but few of this defcription are 
faved. For they whofe hearts are fo hardened 
againft their fellow men, are alfo hardened again ft 
God. Altho5 to teach us the greatnels of the 
divine mercy, and that we are not to limit the pow¬ 
er and grace of God, we find on facred record, that 
there are inftances of murderers to whom the grace 
of repentence was given, and they obtained mercy : 
as David and Paul, and fome of the murderers of 
Jefus. But it is alfo to be confidered that fome of 
thefe did it ignorantly, and thro5 blind zeal for God i 
or the force of impetuous lufts and temptations. 
We come. 

Lastly, to the confideration of the great duty 
of felf-government, and bringing our fpirits, our 
appetites and paffions into fubjedlion to the princi¬ 
ples of religion, that thro5 grace we may be guarded 
from all advances towards the fins prohibited, and 
cultivate the oppofite virtues. 

Without the aid of affiiting grace, our depraved 
hearts, alas, too readily cherifti the malignant 
paffions of anger and revenge, againft thofe who in¬ 
jure us. If thefe paffions exift in the heart and are 
cherifhed there, altho5 they do not break out into 
afts of violence, yet are they a tranfgreffion of this 
iaw in the fight ot God,, who demands of us, lovtt 
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and kindtlefs towards the perfons of our fellow-men $ 
and even to our greateft enemies. £G Ye have 
heard that it hath been faid by them of old time* 
thou fnalt love thy neighbor and hate thine enemy : 
but I fay unto you love your enemies and do good 
to them that perfecute you/* 6y this meek and 
forgiving fpirit and difpofition, are we to prove our- 
felves to be the children of God, and that we our- 
felves have obtained thro’ his abounding mercy, the 
forgivenefs of our offences, 

i. In the government of our paffions in our in- 
tercourfe with mankind, our firft duty is to fupprefs 
finful anger. Our bleffed Lord, in explaining this 
precept of.the law, Matthew fifth, hath iblemnly de¬ 
clared that caufelefs anger is a violation of it. “Ye 
have heacd that it hath been faid by them of old 

* 

time, thou fhalt not kill but I fay unto you that 
whofoever is angry with his brother without a caufe 
is in danger of the judgment.” It alfo forbids all 
rafh and unguarded expreffions. Anger is finful 
when it exifts without caufe ; when it boils in the 
heart and feeks revenge : when it terminates on the 
perfon of the offender, rather than on the fin. The 
Apoftle diredls chriftians to govern the pafiion of 
anger: “be ye angry and fin not.5’ This implies that 
ail anger is not fin, or that there is fometimes occa- 
fipn for a juft and finlefs anger and alfo the danger 
which we are in, of permitting juftifiable anger againft 
the fins and vices of men, to run to tuch an extreme 
as makes it criminal: “Let not the fun go down upon 
your wrath.” For by indulgence it will terminate 
m revenge. We are carefully to watch and guard 
cur paffions, left our lawful anger and deteftation 
again ft the wickednefs of others fhouid become 
criminal. Anger is juftifiable only when fin is Its 
pbjedt j when it fhsws a proper refentment at the 
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tcndu# of the wicked and profane, either againft 
God,—the honor of religion,—and their injurous 
treatment of ourfelves or others. Sinlefs anger in 
thefe cafes is attended with pity to the perlon of the 
offender, and a difpofition to feek his heft good. 
Jems prayed for his murderers, “ father forgive 
them.” He reproved his difcipies for their finful 
anger, when on his pafting with them, thro* an in- 
hofpitable village of the Samaritans, the inhabitants 
offered him an affront, which the difcipies greatly 
refented ; and afked his permifiion for fire to fall 
from heaven and deftroy them. Jefus reproved 
them, faying, “ ye know not what manner of fpint 
ye are of.” 

UndcR the regulation of a religious principle* 
anger is lawful, as when the honor of God, or of 
religion ; our own, or the reputation, interefts or 
Jives of others, are injured by the wickednefs of men. 
It is a religious duty in fuch cafes, to manifcft a 

anger is finful when it 
chernhes revenge. Revenge fecks the deftruftion 
ot the offender, rather than his reformation, and is 
rnoft oppofite to a religious temper. “ For if ye 
forgive not men their trefpaffes, neither will your 
lather in heaven forgive your trefpaffes.” Unre¬ 
strained anger is furious and hateful j it degrades the 
dignity of a man to the condition of a wild beaft, 
bee a man in the paroxifm of this infernal naftion : 
his body ftveils with inward rage fecking for vent: 
ceattili<ce palenels or flaming rednefs disfigure his 
face ; ms eyes dart fire, and feem to ftart from them 
lockets ; his teeth gnafii ; his jaws, foarc ; his 
grows dim, and his hearing deafens ; his parched 
tnroat utters hoarfe and broken fentences ; his hand-- 
t.encsi and ftnke together with involuntary violent 

hts feet ftamP tic ground ; his foul i$ 3 whirl wind ^ 
B b 



agitating his whole frame, and laying wafte his res- 
fori and fenfes, and fpreading defolation and death 
around him. Such a creature is more fit for a houfe 
of correction, than the fociety of men. 6 4 The re¬ 
flection calculated above all others, to allay that 
haughtinefs of temper, which is ever finding out 
provocations, and which renders anger io impetuous., 
is that which the gofpel propofes namely, that we 
ourfelves arc, or rhortly final! be, (applicants for 
mercy and pardon at the judgment feat of God, 
Imagine our, fecret fins diiclofed and brought to 
light •, imagine us thus expofed, trembling under 
the hand of God/, calling ourfelves on his com¬ 
panion, crying out for mercy 5 imagine fuch a crea¬ 
ture talking of fatisfaClion and revenge, refufing to 
be intreated, difdaining to forgive ; extreme to 
mark and to refent what is done amifs ; imagine, 
fays one, this, and you can hardly feign to yourfelf 
an instance of more unnatural and impious arro~ 

Ciance.5’* 

Ths perfon who cultivates a peaceable and for¬ 
giving difpofition, will cautioufiy fhun contentions 
and litigations : lie vvill recede and give up to his 
adverfary fome things which he might lawfully 
claim, rather than contend ; and ftudy for peace, 
rather than infill: on extreme right. i he compen- 
fation which a perfon commonly receives for the la¬ 
bor of contending much at law with his neighbors, are 
mortifying attendance,—“lots of precious time,' -the 
agitation of paffions, hope and tear, hatred and re¬ 
venge,—his moral fenfe of right and wrong, truth 
and falfehood,-—the lois of credit,-—the hatred and 
contempt of good men,—the waiting of his proper¬ 
ty by every frefh law fait which he engages in—-th . <t* 

iV 
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4etitailmerit of beggery to his family., and probably 

endlefs ruin to himielL 

This precept enjoins the government of the ani¬ 
mal appetites ; for by the intemperate indulgence 
of thefe, thofe criminal paihons are inflamed, which 
impel men to injure others and themielves. It de¬ 
mands moderation and temperence in diet, and con¬ 
demns gluttony and drunkennefs. Drunkennefs is 
the fource of innumerable evils. Of all the arts 
which men have invented to degrade themfelves, this 
is the moft effe&ual. Its effe&s, when it becomes 
a fettled habit, are fatal. It deprives a perfon of 
his reafon, the perfection and glory ot man ; re¬ 
duces him to a breathing carcafe without a foul, and 
to a level with the brute that perifneth. This fin 
•difqualifies a perfon for fo.dety and the neceflary la¬ 
bors and duties of life. Some of the-ancient philos¬ 
ophers, fbcnetimes permitted .their flaves to get in¬ 
toxicated, that their children, by feeing the odious 
vice, might early learn to deteft it. And what a 
defpicable figure does the drunkard make ? his 
drowfy eyes ftupidly flare,—“ his tongue faulters— 
his lips quiver-—his hands fliake,”—his knees bend 
under the weight of his wreathing body,—his 
ftomach heaves,—but decency forbids the defcripti- 
on. But the moft melancholy conftderation, is that 

■ as the rational faculties are ftupified by a habit of 
intemperance, the perfon cannot be made to fee the 
evil and ruinous nature and effe&s of this vice. It 
is the fource of contention and wounds without 
caufe, and untimely death. The perfon who by in¬ 
toxication deprives him felf of reafon, is juftly punifh- 
ed for the crimes committed in that condition ; be- 
caufe he had the power of refraining from intoxicat¬ 
ing drink a n 

rlii other fleftily Iufts which deftrov tiie 
peace, health and lire of ounelves and others, are 



fo.bLcen by .his precept; which alfb makes hour 

lUfy Cfltivate and praftife the oppofite virtues ; 
^benevolence, meeknefs, mercy and forgivenefs to! 

' , °Lners» .and tcmpercnce and fobriety towards 

I n*- government of the tongue is an important, 
h. oia , an religious duty. It is a little member ; 

,f “Pabi® do'!:g much good or harm. It is 
tiie ouoet of the paflions, and fhould ever be under 
tne ccntroul of djfcretion. “ Speck evil of no man ” 
“ a gcn.eral rule of government for the tongue. All 

i. anaer and evil fpeaking are feverely prohibited by 

fd divine law- This vice‘is repeatedly 
j fP^ooated in the new teftament, and the pradtife 
or a Kind and benevolent fpeech and behaviour forci¬ 
bly recommended, The moral focial and relative 
um.es of lire, this precept obliges us to pradife from 
t/is threerold conhderation of duty to God, to man- 
kmu, and ourfelves. “ Be patient towards all 
men ; .ee that none render evil for evil to any man. 
xiverge not yourielvts, but rather give place unto 
v.ratn ; lor it is written, vengeance is mine, I will 
lepsy faun tne Lord. If thine enemy hunger, feed 
f,,m 1 li ,I,e thiril, give him drink ; for in fo doing 
taCii lnai£ heap coals of fire upon his head.” Theie 
srp rnole nhLh ...:n ... ? ? • « . . sic coals which will not burn him, but melt him 
oown into kindneis. if he poilefles. the fpirit of a 

t ^ J*have we confidered the nature and. guilt of 
tLc “l:s prohibited by this precept, and curchkga- 

,to l re^rve the life, the health and happinefs of 
u-uii.eivvs and our reilcw-men. Before I conclude, 

^*n°» tom ark that the precept, thou fliak not 
u L ’ ps a {general precept, and to he tinderfcod cf 
v a*• s wiiw rr-men j \ et iiilo does • * ^ p r* • i ■» d e t '• •* r.fp 



A 

tit ion of killing wantonly and for fport, any innocent 
animal. The great proprietor of his creatures, has 
given us permiflion to kill any of the animals of the 
air, the earth and fea, which are neceflary for our food 
and nourifhment ; and without fuch permiflion, it 
would be unlawful for us to put any of them to 
death, except in defence of our own lives. Let us 
guard again ft every degree of cruelty and inhuman¬ 
ity towards the inferior creatures which God hath 
fubjedled to the dominion of man, 

REFLECTIONS. 

i. We infertile great obligations of the law "of 
felf-government over our paflions and appetites \ 
and that we indulge in nothing, whereby we rnay 
difqualify ourfelves from ferving our generation, by 
the will or God, in the beft manner of which we are 
capable. It teacnes us the duty of preserving the 
iiie, the health and comfort of our fellow-men, and 
ooing ah in our power to promote their eternal hap- 
pinels. ^ And that we cultivate fuch a life of fobrie- 
ty, righteouinefs and godlinefs, as fhall, thro5 the 
mercy and grace of God qur Saviour, qualify us 
for acceptance with him, and felicity after death; 
L nder tms irnpreflion, we fliall facredly guard, how¬ 
ever powerful temptations may aflault us, againftall 
thofe excefles of our paflions and appetites, which 
difquaiify us for anfvvering the great purpofes of 
our life, and the fecurity of the temporal and eternal 
happinefs of ourfelves and others* 

I _ T a perluafion of the equity and goodnefs 
t-he ad mm ift ration of the divine government, 

flience every disquieting thought at our worldly con¬ 
dition, calm our agitated paflions, and infpire us 
w^n rcngnaticn and hope, even when providences 
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are dark and thrcatnmg. Let not the flattering 
charms of wealth or pleasure' hinder our profiting, in 
the beft manner, by the word and the inftrumental 
means of grace. Let us cultivate a lively gratitude 
to God for all his mercies, and fuitabie returns for 
kiadnefies received from our fellow-men, and a 
meek and forgiving fpirit towards our enemies. 

Let us, above all things, beware of the guilt of 
deftroying our own fouls, or the fouls of others, by 
ignorance and negfeft of the means cf divine know¬ 
ledge and faivatiom Let the fubjedt be improved 
as a folemn warning to thofe, who by their ill ex¬ 
ample, are the deftroyers of the fouls of thofe around 
them , who are fo far from doing good in the 
places where they are, that they are the undoers of 
men, by their infidel principles, their profanenefs, 
intemperence, contentious and hateful tempers* 

Inftruments of cruelty are in their habitations : 
their thoughts are thoughts of iniquity, wafting and 
deftruftion are in their paths/*5 They are the chil¬ 
dren of Apollion, the deftroyer, and their damnation 
Humbereth not. 

t 

Let me affectionately exhort thofe who are in 
younger life, to ihun the ways of fin and death, 
and choofe the pleafing and profitable paths of vir¬ 
tue, which lead to glory and felicity. Mortify the 
Hefhly and unmanly appetites. Indulgence the 
irafcible paffions, they will ftrengthen with years. 
If you are wrathful when young, your paffions will 
fee a torment to you, and intolerable to others, when 
you are old. Beware of the vice of intemperance, 
•which, like that of revengeful anger, becomes by in¬ 
dulgence a confirmed habit, from which, infiances 

reformation .are not often feen. The grots vto- 
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iation of this divine law* is commonly the fruit of 
one or both thefe ruinous vices. 

This fubjed (hews the guilt and madnefs of the 
pradtice of duelling. It has its origin, not in honor 5 
but in pride *, not in forgivenefs, but revenge •, not 
in humanity, but cruelty. In this dishonorable 
rencounter, the innocent are equally expofed to tall* 

as the guilty* 

Finally, brethren. Set us always cherifli, and 
heartily fiievv a benevolent, meek and forgiving 
temper towards all men : and while we feel a fuita- 
ble refentment at the vices of others, and profecute 
offenders againft men, from a fenfe of duty to God, 
let us pity their perfons, in the merciful and forgiv¬ 
ing fpiritof the religion of Jefus ; remembering that 
we ourfelves are alio offenders againft God. Merci¬ 
ful Lord ! 

61 That pity I to others fhew* 
4‘ That pity (hew to me.” 

55 Let every man be flow to wrath. He that ruleth 
his fpirit is greater than him that taketh a city. If 
ye forgive men their trefpaffes, your heavenly father 
will alfo forgive you. Bleffed are the peace-makers, 
for they fhall be called the children of God. Fol¬ 
low peace with all men *, be at peace among your¬ 
felves ; and may the God of peace, make you per¬ 
fect in every good work to do his will, thro’ jefus 
Chrift.” 

■4 

AMEN, 



SERMON XV. 

The virtue of chaftity—the guilt and evils attending 
the violation of chaftity. 

P R E CEP t SEVENTH, 
% 

Exodus xx. 14. 

Thou Jhah no t commit adult cry l 

THIS concife law refpedls the virtue and duty 
of cliaftity. By our Saviour’s expofition of 

it, we are taught that it is a Very extenfive law, and 
gi ven to regulate the emotions and paftions of the 
mind, as well as the external behaviour. 

The grofs fin of adultery only is mentioned ; but 
the precept infolds all collateral and fubordinate fins 
of the fame fpecies, as fornication, polygamy, un- 
cfeannefs, lafcivious thoughts and emotions of the 
heart,^ obfeene fpeech and indecent dalliance and fa¬ 
miliarity ; and all thofe things which are contrary to 
that purity of mind, and body, modeft fpeech and 
innocent behaviour which is the ornament and glory 
of both fexes. This fubje<5t is important as it is 
delicate ; it fhall be my endeavour to treat it with a 
becoming modeft plainnefs. And may a difeovery 
of the guilt and danger of the fin prohibited in all 
its branches, excite an abhorrence of it ; and the 
profits and pleafures of the virtue of chaftity of tho’t, 
fpeech and behaviour, invite to the love and practice 
of.rhe amiable virtues implicated in this prohibition, 
A1 low-me, 

C £ t ■ 9 V r , ( 
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1. To fpeak of the nature and guilt of the ftq 
prohibited. 

% 

2. The duty of guarding againft temptations to- 
this fin, 

3. The advantages and pleafures attending th$ 
virtue of chaftity. 

The obligations of mankind to the virtue of chaf- 
tity, is inforced by a fblemn prohibition of the oppo¬ 
site vice. This as well as other moral duties are 
delivered in negative precepts, forbidding fins, be- 
caufe of the proclivity of our depraved nature to 
leap the bounds of duty, rather than to praftife it. 
Hence oar obligations to pra&ife the pofitive du¬ 
ties are more forcibly taught and felt, than they 
would be, by pofitive precepts. They are included 
in the prohibition of evil doing. The fin here con¬ 
demned is the fource of manifold evils to the tranf- 
grelTor and to fociety. Our blefied Lord in his di¬ 
vine expofition of the decalogue,* has taught us that 
this law extends to the thoughts and defires of the 
heart, as well as to external behaviour: and as it de¬ 
mands purity of thought, it deftroys the evil at its 
fource. “Ye have heard that it was faid by them of 
old time,, thou (halt not commit adultery. But I fay 
unto you that whofaever looketh on a woman to luft 
after her, hath committed adultery with her already 
in his heart.” In the confideration of the fins for* 
bidden by this law, let os pais by thofe enormous vi¬ 
olations of it which brought down the wrath of hea¬ 
ven upon the ancient people of the plains, fufFering 
the vengeance of eternal fire. The fame beaftie lulls 
were alfo praitifed by the more polifiled pagans of 
Greece and Rome ; when men and women leaving 

* Matthew vi. 



Ifo natural ufc of the fexes, burned in luft one tow¬ 
ards another. Thefe Outrageous violations of chaf¬ 
fy are not fit to be named among chriftians. 

i. Adultery is forbidden. In the facred ferip- 
tures the terms adultery- and fornication are fome- 

^imes ufed promifcuoufly, in other places a diftindb- 
ion is ooferved. Adultery is the criminal commeice 
of the fexes, where one or both, are in the marriage 
flats. This fin is a violation of the vow of fidelity 
and a diffolution of the marriage covenant. It is an 
-irreparable damage to the injured party, and attended 
with extenfive evils to fociety. It deftroys efteem 
and confidence between the hufband and wire, and 
poifons the fources of domeflic happinefs. It fallens 
the guilt of perjury on the confidence of the offend¬ 
er, and has generally been held in abhorence, even 
by uncivilized nations. The judicial law of the the¬ 
ocracy made the punilhment cf this crime capital.— 
Both the adulterer and aduitereis were to be put to 
death.* The jews with an infidious defign brought 
one convicted of this crime to Jefus.j] faying,€C maf- 
ter, Mofes in the law commanded that fiuch fhould 
be ftoned * but what fay eft thou ?** It may be afk- 
ed why Jefus did not alfio condemn her, zt\d approve 
of her execution ? To this it is replied, that the ac~ 
cufers were the enemies of Chrift, and came with 
the enfnaring defign of engaging him in a contro* 
verfy with the civil authority, to whom it belonged 
to take cognizance of the crime. Chrifl afiumed not 
the office of a civil magiflrate or judge, and there¬ 
fore faid to the woman, 44 neither do I condemn 
thee but adds 44 go and fin no more :3’ by which, 
although he neither acquitted or condemned her as 
judge in fuch matters, yet reminds her of her great 
fin, and the neceffity of repentance and reformation. 

| John yi\u Leviticus xx. 
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2. 1 his precept forbids the fin of polygamy. As 
divine providence, hath made the fexes nearly equal 
in number, hence the law of nature, teaches the du¬ 
ty and propriety of one man and one woman only 
uniting in the marriage relation. This duty is piain- 
jy taught by that divine providence, which, at the 
creation made but one woman for Adam, and united 
them as one in the marriage covenant. Since the 
exes are equal, to multiply wives would be an in¬ 

jury to thofe who muft necefl'arily be deprived of 
any,—degrade the female character, and introduce 
uncord and divifions in families, 

.1 am aware that the examples of fome of the pa¬ 
triarchs, both before and after the delivery of the 
Jaw, has been alledged in juftification of polygamy • 
Abraham and Jacob, David, Solomon and others, 
had each a plurality of wives. They were eminent 
men and favorites of heaven. If the practice was a 
Violation of the law of nature, why was it permitted, 
and why not exprefsly difallowed ? To this it may 
he replied, that altho’ there was no exprefs revela¬ 
tion in early times relative to this matter, yet that 
it was wrong, as before obferved, might have been 
infered from the creation of the original pair, and 
the equal number of the fexes, in all ages ; and God 
might fuffer this evil, as he fufJered the jews to 
put away their wives for various inferior caufes, be- 
caufe of the hardnefs of men’s hearts, and their 
incapacity, in thole ages of infancy in knowledge* 
to receive a more pure law. When our Saviour 
condemned the cuftom of the jews in putting awav 
their wives for every caufe, and marrying others, 
he refers them, for correction of this fin, to the 
original inftitution of marriage, faying, <c it was not 
fo from the beginning.” Had the inftitution of po¬ 
lygamy been lawful, it would feem never more 



Heeded than at the creation, when a world was to be 
populated : but God then created but one woman 
for one man. “ For this caufe,. fhall a man leave 
father and mother and cleave to his wife.33 Our 
duty, in many things, is to be deduced by inference 
from the ordering of providence, and the conduct 
of the Deity towards men * although nothing is ex- 
prefsly revealed. 

The moral evil of this practice was alfo to be 
[earned from its unhappy tendency to excite the en,- 
dous and malevolent paffions and clafhing inter¬ 
ims of various wives and children of one hufband. 
And they who indulged themfelves in this liberty, 
afually fmarted for their libidinous pleafures, in the 
iifcord of their compound families. This we find 
n the contentions of Sarah and Hagar, Ifaac and 
[ffimael in the family of Abraham : and the breth- 
en of Jofeph, in the family of Jacob. Similar 
mhappy effects fprung from the fame caufe, in the 
amilies of David and Solomon. The faults of 
>ious men are recorded in the bible, not for our 
mitation *, but warning. Polygamy was a fin which 
vas then winked at; but now would be criminal; 
>ecaufe, by divine revelation, it is forbidden. 

* 

3. Incest is a fin condemned by this law. This 
rime can be committed only by thofe who are of 
lear affinity or confanguinity ; as between parents 
nd children, brothers and fillers. The laws of 
dofes particularly prohibit marriage between near 
>lood relatives. One defign of this law was to 
;uard the chaftity of the members of a family, who 
>eing accuftomed to habits of intimacy, might be 
nduced to tranfgrefs the laws of chaftity, did not 
:he divine authority interpofe, and forbid the mar- 
iage connexion. Another leafon of this law may 
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be to extendi and enlarge the benevoleirce of man¬ 
kind by the union of different and diftant families it* 
the m'arriage relation. 

Legislatures of nations have eftablifhed differ* 
ent laws regulating this important contra#. Expo¬ 
sitors of the judicial law ofMofes, have alfo differ¬ 
ently tinderftood the law, relative to the marriage 
of brother and filler-in-law; Leviticus eighteenth: 
** Neither (halt thou take a wife to her lifter, to 
vex her, to uncover her riakednefs, befides the othei 
in her life timed* A degree of obfeurity covers this 
paffage, which has puzzled exporters. Some fup- 
pofe the woman taken is the natural fifter of the 
wife, and that the hufband is forbidden to marry 
her, while his wife, her lifter, is ftill living.; and 
that the law does not forbid him to marry her aftei 
the deceafe of his wife. Some understand by filter 
a near or diftant relative, agreeably to the latitude 
in which the terms fifter and brother are fometimea 
ufed, and that the precept condemns polygamy, 
elpecially when a man reforts to it with the malicious 
defign to vex and punilli the wife : a different rea¬ 
ding of the original is given, Thou lhalt not take 
one wife to another, to vex her.55 But on the other 
hand, it is oblerved, that the law condemns mar¬ 
riages between relatives Jefs nearly allied ; as between 
a man and his brothers widow, verfe fixteenth. 
Aitho* we find this law was in one cafe difpenfed 
with. To marry a half fifter, is alfo prohibited.— 
Perhaps we lhall not be in an error, if we under- 
Rand fome of the precepts of the leviticai law relating 
to the marriage of corelatives, as political rather 
than moral precepts, and as calculated with peculiar 
reference to the oeconomy of that difpenfation, until 
the coming of Chrift. But whether the precept 
relating to the carriage of the wife’s fifter, or the 



2iufband*s brother, is of this kind, I will not under- 
take to determine. The law of nature teaches us 
that marriages of fuch near confanguinity as tend to 
introduce confufion in families and fociety, are un¬ 
lawful. The glory of God and the happinefs of 
mankind are the great end of the inftitution of mar¬ 

riage. 

4. Fornication is a violation of this precept of 
the law. It is a fin committed by two unmarried per- 
fons of the oppofite fexes. The evils confequent on 
fornication, are great to fociety, and to the parties, 

1. As to fociety. The well being and happinefs 
of fociety depends on the well ordering and education 
of families. But the promifcuous intercourfe of th© 
fexes, as it is a difcouragement to marriage, defeats 
the good inftitution of family order. A great in¬ 
centive to honorable marriage is allayed by a lawlefs 
intercourfe, and the comrrtunity is deprived of thofe 
advantages which it derives from the lawful marriage 
of its members and the orderly education of fami¬ 
lies. Its evil effedts are extensive and pernicious & 
as it deftroys the moral principle, and throws down 
the barriers againft other vices. The criminal in¬ 
tercourfe of the fexes, is the beginning of an irregd- 
Jar and abandoned life ; for it incapaciates the mind 
to difcern (in many important cafes) the difference 
between right and wrong, and good and evil in 
morai condudt. By habitude in this vice, the mind 
becomes ftefhly, and fottifh to the things which are 
*c lovely, juft, honeft and of good report.** Hft 
who cafts off a regard to his own chaftity, and the 
chaftity of the female, on the prefervation of which 
depends her reputation, peaca and comfort in th© 
world, contemns the law of nature and order of focie . 
ty 9 and is deftitute of th? reverence and fear, ot 
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God. Let the libertine reflet a moment on the 
confequences ; fhould this vicious irregularity be¬ 
come common and univerfal. What- a difordered 
world of fenfuality, confufion and mifery, would it 
produce ? The enkindled wrath of heaven did once 
interpofe to purge the earth from this dreadful pol¬ 
lution. The tranfgrefior, perhaps, deceives him- 
felf with the imagination, that his example can do 
but little harm ; but it is a falfe and vain imagina¬ 
tion ; fince it is a vice ruinous to individuals, de- 
ftrudtive of the order and peace of families, and 
injurous to fociety. 

2. Its evils are great to the parties* To be fe~ 
duced from the paths of chaftity is, efpecially to 
the female, an irreparable injury. Chaftity is the 
ornament and dignity of the female character. The 
Jofs of it, is the lofs of reputation and peace. It.de¬ 
prives them of the profpedl of an advantageous 
and honorable marriage, which they once had rea¬ 
son to expedl. It lowers them in their own, and 
the efteem of their virtuous acquaintance. And 
altho5 they may obtain on repentance, forgivenefs 
with God, yet a cenforious world will not forgive. 
The wound rankles in their own breaft, and the rec- 
oliedtion is painful. It is a grief and difhonor to the 
family and friends of the unfortunate female, but 
especially to the virtuous parent. The heart bleeds 
at the lofs of the virtue of a beloved child. It is aa 
injury which wealth cannot repair. Great is the im¬ 
portance and dignity of female chaftity,to their honor 
and ufefuinefsin life and peace indeath. Let the fair 
daughters facredly guard this amiable and dignified 
virtue, by avoiding a needlefs difplay of real or fictiti¬ 
ous charms inviting loofe defires, and may they culti¬ 
vate a meeknefs of fpirit and modefty of deport¬ 
ment, which can never fail to recommend them to 
the dderving, the wife and the good. 
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The fin of the guilty feducer, who deftroys the 

innocency and chaftity of the virtuous female, is 
great. The malignity and hurtful confequences of 
this fin reach to limits beyond calculation ; invol¬ 
ving the ruin of a virtuous female, depriving the 
community of a valuable head of a family, and giv¬ 
ing a lafting wound to friends. And fhould the fe¬ 
male under the prefiure or this misfortune, take to 
abandoned courfes, and perifh eternally, the guilt of 
her ruin will fall upon the head of the criminal fe¬ 
ducer. Capital puniftirnents have been inflicted on 
crimes lefs enormous, than the crim-e of fedu&ion.— 
The number of bold tranforeffors of this clafs, would 
probably be fmall, were they, when known, fhunned 
and difcountenanced by the virtuous fair, with that 
negledt and contempt which crimes againft female 
chaftity juftly merit. 

M 

j}. The violations of this command are ruinous to 
the bodies and fouls of men. Some have fallen vic¬ 
tims to this fin in the midft of life. “ Many ftrong 
men have been caft down by it.5* And many females 
who might have lived virtuous, ufeful and honora¬ 
ble in the world, have been outcafts of fociety and 
perifhed in want and infamy. 

This crime was awfully common among the an¬ 
cient nations of Canaan ; for which fin, as expreflfed 
by the prophet, the land vomitted out its inhabitants. 
Itwasalfo the prevailing fin of the heathen nations 
who once inhabited the favored regions where we 
now dwell, and on account of which the befoul of 
deftruction hath fwept them away. 

The apoftle mentions this fin as committed a 
gainft the body. “ Flee fornication. Every fin that 
* man doth is without the body,” Other fins ao-ainft 

D d 
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men aie external ; they reach and terminate upon 
others \ u but he that commiteth fornication, finneth 
againft his own body/’ It is a crime committed 
againft himfelf. 

That our Ford Jefus Chrift has redeemed our 
bodies as well as our fouls, fhould be to us a moft 
perfwafive motive to ufe them as holy temples for 
the refidence of his blefied fpirit *, and the members 
thereof as inftruments of righteoufnefs, of chaftity 
and every virtue. 

This vice is ruinous to the fouls of men. “ The 
carnal mind is enmity againft God ; and to be 
carnally minded is death.” There is no fin equal 

, to this to detach the heart from God, and harden it 
againft the duties of religion. It is infenfible to 
convidion of the truth, and dead to the duties of 
piety. tc She that liveth in pleafure, is dead while 
ihe liveth.” “ Whofo commiteth adultery, lack- 
eth underftanding : he that doth it deftroys his own 
foul. A wound and difhonor (hall he get: and his 
reproach fhall not be wiped away. The houfe of 
this fin, is the way to hell, and goeth down to the 
chambers of death.” 

It is a fin, perhaps beyond any other fin, effica¬ 
cious to prevent the good effects cf the means of 
grace, in the falvation of the fouls of men. In vain 
do the terrors of God’s broken law, found the 
dreadful peal of vengeance on the fenfual mind. In 
vain do the mercies of a bleeding Saviour call fuch 
finners to repentance and falvation ; for this unclean 
fin indulged, takes away the heart from God, and 
from an awakened fenfibility to future and eternal 
feenes. From every defiling fin, may the mercy of 
God preferve us pure and blamelefs, thro’ Jefus 
Chrift. A M E N. 



SERMON XVI. 

Watchfulnefs againft temptations to the violation of 
chaftity,—the amiablenefs of this virture. 

Exodus xx. 14. 

Tbo.u Jbali not commit adultery. 

HAVING fpokenof the nature and confequen- 
ces of the complicated fin, prohibited by this 

precept, we come 

2. To the confideration of the duty and necefli- 
ty of watchfulnefs againft ail enticements and tempt¬ 
ations thereto. While in the body, perfons are to 
expecft that the virtue of chaftity will be attacked, 
either by the emotions of fin within, or temptations 
from without. God has made it our duty, and our 
own peace and purity of mind require, that, with 
perfevering constancy, we refift all temptations to 
every degree of the fin forbidden, and love and prac¬ 
tice the oppofite virtues; and gracious encourage¬ 
ment is given, that perfeverence, in the virtuous 
conflidl, fhall be crowned with unfpeakable profit 
and pleafure. To this trial of virtue, the young 
in life are efpecially called. May the minds ot 
blooming youth be fortified with the principles of 
virtue and religion ; with the love and fear of God, 
and reverence of the divine authority. This princi¬ 
ple happily eftablifhed in the heart, will be the 
me ft efrediual fecurity againft this and every known 
tramgreftion of the divine law, and the animating 
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motive to univerlat duty. Temptations to this fm 
-line, 

. From the evil propenfities of the heart. This 
is the fountain of all evil. “ From within, out of 

tne heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulte¬ 

ries, fornication.”—The depraved, unreftrained 

heart, cheri(hes this and other defiling luffs. Chrif- 

ttans are diredfed to mortify their affetfions that 

ar'- upon the earth, and which, reign in cur earthly 

‘’"fiial nature, and all the propenfities thereto. E- 

very virtuous mind is enlifted in this warfare, com-- 

oating every flefidy luft that wars agajnfl. jts jnwar(] 

punty and peace. In the conflict with thefe bofom 

enemies he will not defift until victory is obtained, 

Leath, reieafe him from the field. He who 

Jni'f Yr Per;evering watchfuinefs, againft’ the 
in.ioly aefires of the fiefh and the mind, will h • 

h O l-i rt i I *. i -- d* i * *• 

; ppny fecure from the great tranfgreflion. He 

■ ceps under the body, beating down, with the arms 

° . fa,fn qnd Praver> every flefhiy iufi, and bringing 
••■■ its power under fubjeftion to the purity ofthere- 
ugion of Jeius : he will triumph at the conclufion, 
sa';n?, 1 hanKs be to God who giveth us the viclo- 

thro our J^ord Jcfus Chrift. 
% 

2* ^ 0 guard againft the advances of this fin is 

to avoid ail thefe tilings which aff'edt the fenfes or 

imagination with impure images, and throw their 

a .cious and poifonous effects upon the unguarded 

pafiions. Of tins k ind are all wanton fongs, immo- 

deft pictures, and books of obfeenity. They offend 

iipyauft tiie laws of decency j and the young unguar- 

; e,d “eap ';s *n danger of receiving the impreflion of 

• cole and Vicious thought. Novels, plays and the- 
atr.cal exhibitions, which adorn vice in the ftolen 

ature of virtue, are hurtful to morals. They ojve 

li 
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the inexperienced falie notions of real life, and of 

virtue and vice ; and lead to ruin. 

3. Wanton dalliance, and indecent familiarity 

of the fexes,—“ chambering and wontonnefs,” are 

clafled by the Apoftle, with the grofs fins of drunk- 

ennefs, envyings and ftrife, and are to be equally 

avoided, by every one who would preferve purity 

and peace of mind. 

The commonnefs of the fin of fornication. /'-* 

perhaps pleaded by feme as an extenuation of its 

guilt. But the commonnefs of a fin increafes itsi 

guilt, and more fpeeddy brings down tne aggravateu 

doom. “ Wide is the gate, and broad is the way, 

that leadeth to deftruftion, and many theie aie who 

go in thereat.” d-ho9 finnersjoin hand in hand, to 

keep each other in countenance, in guilt; yet will 

the judgements ot the almighty find them out.— 

Tho’ the clafs of bold tranfgreflors is numerous ; 

yet the place of punifhment is broad and large. Af 

fociates in guilt will afford to each other no foothing 

comfort, when the terrors of the almighty (hall wound 

their fpirits; or his wrath overwhelm them, in the 

world to come. The commonnefs of the fin of un- 

cleannefs, did not ward off the (forms of fiery ven¬ 

geance, from the cities of the plains; and compan¬ 

ions in guilt will be mutual tormentors in hell.— 

There the rich man, in vain, petitioned that his 

brethren might not come to that place of torment. 

He dreaded the lociety of the once jovial companions 

of his fins. 

The tempter of fouls fuggefts that fornication is 

a fecret fin and will not be known. Ccnfcious of 

guilt, the tranfgreiTor leeks to hide this fin from the 

eyes of the world ; but perfifting in it, glories in his 

fharr.e, with unblufning impudence. But tho’ con- 
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cealeu from men •, it cannot be concealed from the 

ev °r,C;od.: towhor* the night fhineth 

eth for til t ’v\ ( r1S- C'Ve °‘ tbe adu^terer wait- eth ior tne twilight, fay mg no eve fhall fee me •” 
yet cannot the thickeft darknefs hide him from that 

.aH, fee,RS eye’ which wiU bring all his works imo 
judgment. This fin is a bold defiance of a p™ 
!;nt &od» who fays to the tranfgreffor, “ even I 
know, and am witnefs, frith the Lord.” A dread- 

_ witnefs, m that day when the unclean tranfgref- 

an^els aL be br°^ht f° H§ht’ b the view of 

they fee ^ fllaH Walk naked’ and 

The abandoned woman is renrefentpd h,r c„i 
mon as ufing with fhamelefs hypocrify the made 
of religion to draw, to her fatal Lr s’the 
piaous youth. « I defeerned amo ’ thevouth*" 

the'ftrepft Jl ° undericantmig, palling thro3 

twilight in Z -ihe Ti t0 bcr houfe i in the 
1 L‘it in tne evening of the dark night • and hp 

, ?d th~r£: met him a woman in the attfre of an bar" 
;°;lLjnd Subtle of heart. So fne caught him and 
:ie him, and with an impudent face, Laid unto 

I WH n" r!'aCe'°?ri"8s «h hay h„e 
3? ™ws—Com=, let „s folace ourfelves 
with love He goech after her as an ox goerh to 
the flaughter, and a fool to the correction of the 
foctes: till a dart ftrike thro* his liver as a bird 

hTsi?”“ thC fnar£’ andkn0Wetl1 not that ^ is for 

Another temptation attending this finis that it 
may be repented of, before death." This is a me. 

thZ' r°lH P-na ’• b.ecaufe the tranfgreflor knows^ot 
.hat God will give him a fpace for repentance j it is 

Proverbs 
/ ‘ 
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z deceitful plea; becaufe it is the nature of this fin 

to harden the heart. The mind becomes fenfual, 

and is in danger of total reprobation -, and to reform 

and live virtuoufly, it has no underftanding. They 

mourn at the lad, becaufe they have hated induc¬ 

tion, and cafb off the fear of God. Thus God in 

righteous judgment hath cad: off finners of this 

clafs, “ even as they did not like to retain God in 

rheir knowledge, God gave them over to a repro¬ 

bate mind.” 

To him who overcometh the allurements of the 

flefhly mind, and walks in the fpirit, in a pure and 

unblamable life, is the promife of the favorable pro¬ 

tection and bleffing of God, in this life, and eternal 

honors in the world to come: “ but the fearful and 

unbelieveing, and the abominable, and whoremon¬ 

gers dial] have their portion in the lake that burnetii 

with fire and brimftone.” 

Thus the fin which this precept condemns, is the 
lource of complicated and numerous evils; and 
ought to be fhuned as a mod ruinous vice, by all 
who would prize the favor of almighty God the pu¬ 
rity and peace of their own minds, and their eternal 

happinefs. Vv e have feen that it is dedrudtive of 

the order and happinefs of fociety, that it opens the 
door to aimed every other tranfgreffion, and is ufual- 
ly followed with a profane and abandoned life. It 
Is a fin which defies and hardens the confidence, and 

dooms the impenitent to the incenfed vengeance of 
almighty God. 

As a remedy againft the fins of fornication, and 
every degree o: violation of this divine precept, God 
has been pleafed to ordain marriage : “ marriage is 

honorable in all, and the bed undefiied.” It is&alfo 
a divine command. 



The advantages and comforts of the connubial 
connexions are great and the biefiing of heaven at¬ 
tends the inftitution *, efpecially on thofe “ who 
marry in the Lord,” or enter into that ftate, with a 
lively fenfe of their dependence on God, and accoun- 
tablenefs to him. By this inftitution the increafe 
and happinefs of mankind, the order of fociety, the 
virtuous education of families, the {lability of gov¬ 
ernment, and encouragements to induftry and every 
focial virtue, are promoted. But the moft impor¬ 
tant end of this facred inftitution is that the hufband 
and the wife may mutually a (lift each other in honor¬ 
ing God on earth, and preparing for that bleffed 
and holy fociety in heaven, “ where they neither 
marry nor are given in marriage, but are equal unto 
the angels, being the children of God.” I am, 

Lastly, to fpeak of the advantages and pleafures 
attendant on tihe virtue of ehaftity. The profits 
and pleafures of a life of ehaftity are oppofed to the 
lofs and miferies of a life of lewdnefs. Chaftity is 
the moft ornamental and amiable virtue of the fair. 
Purity of mind and modefty of behaviour, which 
adorn the female character, an infpired apoftie earn- 
eftly recommends : efpecially to women who profefs 
the pure religion of Jefus: “ That women alfo 
adorn themfelves in modeft apparel with fhameface- 
nefs and fobrietv.” By this virtue, that honorable 
and unfpotted reputation is acquired, which, 
efpecially to the female, is more valuable than riches, 
and fairer than rubies. To men of virtue and 
worth, it is a recommendation preferable to honor¬ 
able pedigree or wealth. It has elevated women 
from cottages to thrones, and to the love and 
veneration of ail. The vicious, themielves, rever¬ 
ence female chaftity, and are abafhed in its prefence. 
To rreferve this treafure, every occafion and incite- 
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ftient to impure defires; all aflbciation and familiarity 

with vicious characters, are to be fhuned ; and the 

pureft principles for regulating the thoughts and be¬ 

haviour, imbibed and cultivated* 

The perfon who is fearful of offending, and 

defirous to pleafe his maker, and preferve the peace 

and dignity of his own mind, will not only totally 

ahitain from the groffer crimes of adultery and 

fornication *, but frum every degree of uncleaphefs*' 

eith.;r with h rnlelf or others ; and maintain his body 

in fancti icarion and honor. And in the conjugal 

ftate, will ufe its lawful enjoyments with that 

moderation and temperance, for which it was infti- 

tuted •, and not as an incentive, but a remedy to 

]afcivioufne-s. “ It reftrains fays one, not only 

from gr ffer aCls $ but lets a guard upon the eyes* 

the hands, the tongue and the imagination.55 It is 

a vi; tue wr ich keeps the paffions and faculties of the 

body in due fu jehtion to reafon and religion, and 

prderves purity and peace in the inner man* The 

thoughts are railed above low and inferior pleafures, 

and the foul enobled by the contemplation of the 

pureft and fublimeft objects, and by daily prayer and 

communion with the father of fpirits. 1 fhall con¬ 

clude with fome inferences from this fubjedt, 

i. We learn the importance and amiablenefs of 

the virtue of chaftity ; and the neceflity of prefer- 

ving and cherifhing purity of thought, fpeech and 

behaviour, at all times and on all occafions. And that 

to guard againft the violation of this pure virtue, the 

avenues of the heart muff be fhiit and barred againft 

every impure defire* “ Keep thy heart,35 is the di¬ 

rection given us, “ keep thy heart with all diligence, 

for out of it are the iffues of life.35 Say to every in¬ 

truding luftful thought, “ be gone; thou art an off 



226 

fence to me. I cannot allow thee room in my heart 
and be innocent. Thou comeft as a deceitful gueft 
to betray and ruin me.” The mind thus refolute 
m virtue, humbly depending on the aids of grace, 
vvi.l maintain its integrity, and rejoice in victory, o* 
ver its moft iubtle and dangerous enemy. 

When- expofed by the enticements of the vicious, 
the temptations of the world, or the propenfities of 
a depraved nature; it behoves perfons to be partic- 
ularly watchful over themfelves, and refift the bemn- 
nings of this fin. 1 hey fhould renew as in the pre¬ 
tence of God, their virtuous refolutions, and feek 
for aid from heaven ; as did that pious man Job; fay- 
mg “ I have made a covenant with mine eyes, why 
then fhould I look upon a maid ?’y 

2. To guard againft all degrees of this fin, per¬ 
fons fhould fhun idlenefs. Idlenefs is the foe ofchaf- 
tity, and every virtue. Diligence in bufinefs, as it 
finds employment for time and the thoughts, is a 
preventative of this fin. By idlenefs, fell'the kin^ 
cf Ifirael into this fin; and by the fame fault fell al- 
fo the fair Dinah, the daughter of Ifrael.* 

Avoid intemperance in meats and drinks. It fans 
and kindles unholy defires. Ule the enjoyments of 
life with moderation and gratitude. “ Wo to them 
that tarry long at the wine, and go to feek mixed 
drinks,for thine eyes fhali look upon ftrange women, 
and thine heart fhali fpeak lewd things.5' 

♦ 

Idleness and intemperance are vices nearly allied, 
they lead to lafcivioufnefa ; they brought ruin up¬ 
on Sodom. “ Behold this was the iniquity of thy 
lifter Sodom, pride, fuinefs of bread and abundance 

*Genefis xxxiv. 
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«f idlenefs was in her, and in her daughters.”— 
Thefe were alfo the crimes of the old world. They 
were drowned in intemperance and luft, and were 
deftroyed with a flood of waters. 

3. This fubjedt, in the extenfive view which we 
have taken of it, is interefting to perfons of all cha¬ 
racters and ages, but to none more than thofe who 
are in blooming days of youth, whofe imaginations 
are ardent in the expectations of the plealures of life. 
To you, younger brethren and friends, allow me to 
addrefs a few words of benevolent advice, the dictate 
of a fincere defire for your temporal welfare and eter¬ 
nal happinefs. To preferve your virtue undefiled, 
and fecure you from every defiling fin, let me direct 
your thoughts to God, your conftant dependence, 
and obligations to him. Be much in prayer- to the 
God and guide of your youthful days, that his effi¬ 
cacious grace and all animating goodnefs, may 
guard you efpecially from the fin, in all its branches 
which this holy law difallows, and enable you to pre¬ 
ferve a virgin chaftity in all your thoughts and in all 
your behaviour. By living near to God in youth, 
you will preferve a pure mind in a pure body, and 
keep your garments unfpotted from the world and 
the flefh. You will happily know the bleffednefs 
of “ the pure and undefiled, who walk in the law of 
the Lord.” 

By exercifing yourfelves in the duties of piety, in 
reading, meditation and prayer, you will fweetly ex¬ 
perience the fulfilment of his gracious promife, cc to 
keep them in all their way who commit themfelves 
to him. Make the word of God your ftudy ; and 
the divine and animating promifes fcattered thro* 
the facred volume, the pleafing fubjed of your de¬ 
vout and daily meditation. “ When wifdom enter- 
cth into thy hearty and knowledge is pleafant unto 
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thy foul, difcretion fhall preferve thee, underftand- 
mg ftia.ll keep thee, to deliver thee from the wav of 
evil men,-—and from the ftrartge woman that flat, 

tereth with her words, which forfaketh the guide of 
her youth and forgeteth the covenant of her G. d, 
for her houfe inclineth unto death :—that thou mav- 
eit walk in the way of good men, and keep the paths 
of the righteous.” 

Let a folemn fenfe of the prefence of God, be 
deeply and perpetually imprefled upon your minds, 
as the moft powerful fecurity againft tranfgreflion.— 
1 hus fortified by a principle of virtue, tho’ aflault- 
ed, as was once a pious jofeph in the houfe of Pot- 
ipher ; with chrifban heroifrn you will overcome j 
faying, “ how can 1 do this great wickednefs and flu 
againft God r” Thus guarded againft this defiling 
fin, you will readily fliun all indecent familiarity and 
every degree cf wantonnefs. You will maintain a 
a modefty and manlinefs of deportment, and chafti- 
ty in a 1 your thoughts and converfation. And may 
it pieafe God, who liberally difpenfes his grace to 
them that afk, to ftrengthen your youthful refclo- 
tions in the ways of innocency and virtue, that fo you 
may he happily qualified for a ufeful life, comfort in 
old age, ferenity in death, arid felicity immortal be¬ 
yond the grave. 

While I would faithfully warn the youth, in the 
language of the apcftle, to “flee fornication,” and 
all degrees of unchaftity y and affedionately invite 
them to the practice of virtue y I cannot refrain from 
txprefling a fear, that in too many inftances the guilt 
of the more fcandaious violations of this divine law, 
by thofe in younger life, lies at the door of the neg¬ 
ligent perents : W h<j, like indulgent Eli, fuft'er their 
children to be vile without reproof. Are there not 
families in this chriftian land, in which the name of 
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God is rarely mentioned, except In profane difcourfe, 
and his worihip unknown—in which children are dif¬ 
fered to grow up in ignorance of the duties of reli¬ 
gion, and in the practice of vice *, in idlenefs, ini 
night walking, and other vices which lead on to the 
great tranfgreffion. Let parents recoiled that chil¬ 
dren are committed to them as a folemn charge * 
and that if they loofe falvation by their negled, their 
fouls will be required at their hands. 

May the leflons of wifdom find welcome accefs to 

all our minds, and the grace of God preferve us 
from evil. May the rifing generation confecrate 
their youthful vigor of body and mind, to the hon¬ 
or of him who died for them and hath called them 
into his holy kingdom : and O moft divine and af¬ 
fectionate Saviour ! who will fay at the laft day, to 

his fai hful friends, “ He that overcometh, fhall in¬ 
herit all things, and I will be his God, and he fhall 
be my fon.” In the hope of this bleffednefs, with 
humble dependance on his efficacious grace, let us 
keep his commandments with a pure heart and un¬ 
blamable life, through Jefus Chrift, our only Lord 
and Redeemer. 

A M E N. 

» 
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SERMON XVII. 

The nature of property,—difhonefty and fraud. 

PRECEPT EIGHTH. 

Exodus xx. iz. 
® **' 

Thou Jhalt not ileal. 

rlIS precept of the law immediately refpeds 
. the worldly property of mankind. It implies 

true it is the will of God that men fhould have pro- 
pei ty, which they may exclufively call their own_ 
It is his gift to men, to poffefs, ufe and enjoy, in the 
way and manner which he hath been pleafed to di- 
red- which are for his glory, and the good and hap- 
pmefsofourfdves and others. “ Thou (halt not 
tea ; ’ Tnou fEalt not, by fraud or violence deprive 

.mother of his lawful poffefficns ; or take his prop¬ 
erty without his confent. This law has a primary 
effect to perfonal and private property. The con- 
ient oi the owner, in certain cafes, is difpenfed with, 
wnen the public good makes it neceiTarv to invade 
perfonal property ; but the moral law obliges the 
public to make compenfation. This precept equal- 
yemorecs the pofitiv.e obligations of juftice and 

Mndnefs, m endeavors to fecure and preferve the 
gooes and property of others. All the good qual¬ 
ms included in the terms honefty, benevolence and , 
ivindnefs,^ in ad our intercourfe with mankind. 
?\e conta:ned lfi the intention of this law. In the ex- 
punanon of the moral duties comprifed in it, I fhall 
‘i 
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i. Of the nature of that property which we are for-* 
hidden to invade. 

^ -.. - -- ->• .. 

4. The guilt of unlawfully invading the property 
of others* or mifufing our own. 

3.* The duty of prefervingand promoting the prop¬ 
erty and interefts of our fellow men. 

t. Men have temporal or worldly property, which 
ought to be facredly guarded from invafion and 
plunder. All property or whatever men may call 
their own, is from God the fuprerne proprietor of all 
things •, by whofe creating power and providence* 
all things are brought from nothing and'preferved. 
All things being the abfolute property of God* his 
right to difpofe of them to whom he pleafes, is un-~ 
controled. He gives earthly goods to men. He 
hath fet the bounds of our habitation, and divided 
to nations and to individuals their inheritance. By 
exprefs revelation, the Mcft High gave to thede^ 
fcendents of Abraham the land of Canaan and 
mount Seir, to the children of Efau* Men do not 
however, come into the pofleffion of territory or 
worldly property by revelation ; but by the favour 
of providence, according to the order of nature and 
the laws of {bciety* Men being invefted with prop¬ 
erty, by the ordering of providence, for their fubfift- 
ence, comfort and ufefulnefs *, have an exclufive 
right thereto, and no one may difpoffefs another of 
the goods which he has lawfully acquired. The 
pofleffion of individual property is neceflary to the 
fubfiftence of mankind, and the welfare ci iociety. 
Were all property in common, all things would be 
in confufion,—the ftrong would every where difpof¬ 
fefs the weak, and univerfal langour and idlenefs 
prevail. That the laborer Ihould be entitled to the 
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fruits ofhisinduftry, is a powerful motive to perfon- 
al exertion and encerprife. 

There are various modes or means of obtaining 
the rightful pofieilion of property, as by inheritance, 
will, gift, purchafe, industry and enterprife in fome 
lawful calling. What a man obtains in thefe ways, 
he holds, under God, as his own. They are to be 
ufed and employed by him, agreeably to the will of 
the fovereign proprietor, who bedews them. It is 
robbery in another to take poffeffion, without the 
coniem of the owner. Every man, however, who 
enters into or enjoys the advantages of fociety, gives 
his confent, either perfonally or otherwife, that his 
property fhall contribute, according to certain rules, 
eilablilived to the fupport of the civil, moral and re¬ 
ligious inftitutions of fociety ; becaufe by thefe his 
property is fecured from invafion, and his injuries 
redreffed. 

There are other properties which men enjov, 
and of which they may not be difpoiled, fuch as/a 
good name, which is more valuable than riches,— 
of their opportunities to do good to mankind —of 
their liberty and peace, and right to worfhip God 
according to their own confciences, & the advantages 
which providence gives to men fos their progrefs in 
u.eful knowledge and their eternal falvation. He who 
abridges or deprives others of thefe, is a violator of 
this law. Men become the rightful owners of croods 
acquired by lawful means, and the moral law, and 
me laws of fociety, give them a title so the foie and 
abfolute me of them. Every man has a right to do 
as he p.eales with his property, provided he does not 
counteract thfe benevolent purpofes of providence in 

application of its gifts. 
Ff 
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THEFT in its grofs fenfe is taking the goods of 
a man by violence. By the judicial laws of Moles 
me man who killed a thief breaking; into his houfe 
in the night, was not punifhed. This crime is next 
to murder in guilt. The perfon who is attacked in 
the dark and filent hours devoted to repofe, has no* 
the advantage of defending himfelf or his property. 
An averfion to labour, or to honed induftry, is com¬ 
monly the motive to the crimes of theft and robbe¬ 
ry. No indudrous perfon need differ thro’ want in 
this land ; where thereareall poiTible encouragements 
to induftry in labor, and the means of a comfortable 
fubfidance plentiful and abundant. The punidi- 
ment of cofinement and labor, for thofe who live by 
plunder on the goods of others, is apunifhment mod 
fuitable and falutarv. Suitable for Inch criminals, 
becaufe it counteracts their ruling vice, which is 
idlenefs •, and mold falutary to the community, be¬ 
caufe thofe who have commenced hcftility againft 
mankind, ought net to go at large. This thought 
introduces, 

2. Th:s consideration of the guilt of unlawfully 
invading the property of others, and of mifufing our 
own. Thofe are evils which, this precept principally 
intends to prevented remedy. 

Property is ajtr'uft which the fupreme proprietor 
has committed to the pofTeflor, to be ufed as he has 
directed, and to be accounted for, with other talents, 
to him who gave it. No one may lawfully take from 
another that betruftment. It is an invasion of the 
prerogative of the Deity, who gives or takes away. 
cc It is the bIdling of the Lord that maketh rich 
and Ins providence only may rightfully take back 
the goods committed to men. 1 fhall mention in 
fundry particulars the wavs or means by which this 
divine law is broken. 

i 



1. By taking advantage of the ignorance, or ne- 
ceffities of others, to make gain. T his is a wicked 
“ oppreffion of the poor and him that hath no help¬ 
er.” To overreach another in trade or bufmefs, is 
not only an aft of difhonefty and fraud committed a- 
gainft one who is lets knowing or fufpicious ♦, but a 
criminal perverfion of thofe fupericr abilities which 
are given to him, who commits, the injury. It is 
an aft of ingratitude to God* and injuftice to man. 
To make gain of the neceflities of thofe who are in 
(traits thro5 want, is an aft of robbery and cruelty.—? 
It is impiety towards God and unmercifuinefs to 
men. Next to the fin of oppreffion, is that of refu¬ 
ting compaflion and aid to thofe, who by the divine 
providence are in (offering circumfiances. “ If a 
brother or a fitter be naked and deftitute of daily 
food, and one of you lay unto them depart in peace* 
be ye warmed and filled : notwitbftanding ye give 
them not thofe things which are needful to the body, 
what doth it profit ?” It is a folemn confideration, 
which ffiould arrefi the attention of all mers, that our 
Lord, in his defcriptiqn of the final condemnation 
to be pa/Ted upon the wicked, makes the withhold¬ 
ing of compafilon and alms from our (offering 
brethren, and especially from the poor of the houffiold 
ofraitli, the cauls of that condemnation. “ Then 
(hall the judge fay unto them on the left hand, de¬ 
part from me,—Far I was an hungred and ye gave 
me no meat: I -was thirfty and ye gave me no drink : 
a >ftrangsr and ye took me not in : naked and ye 
clothed me not: fick, and in prifon and ye vifited 
me not.” 

2. Tnrs precept condemns unlawful ufury. The 
jews were forbidden to exact! ufury of each other, al- 
tn^ 'hey were allowed to take it of other people, 
who refided amon^ them, for the purpofe of traffic. 
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1 he fin confifts not in demanding ufury or intereft, 
but in exuding more than is juft and equitable. It 
auo condemns monopolizing the provifions necefla- 
ry td thefupport of life. This fe making an artifi- 
C!al lCjarcltT t!lat the engrofier may make great gain, 
joiephdn Egypt, being divinely warned of an ap¬ 
proaching famine of feven years continuance, wifely 
expended the treafures of the kingdom, during feven 
proceeding years of plenty, to purchafe the produce 
or the iand. He was influenced fo to do, not by the 
mean and mercenary motive of enriching himfelf, 
but the generous and noble principle of favino- a na¬ 
tion from the horrors of famine. In the years of 
icarcity, he liberally dealt out the treafures which 
he hacj accumulated, and made a people joyful in 
the mid ft of a diftrefling judgment. Far different 
• tom this, is the cafe of that felfifh mortal, who 
purciiafes up the neceiiaries of life, with a view to 
make a icarcity, which providence never intended, 
that he may grafp the wealth and fubftance of others! 

3- i his law is broken by perfons wafting their 
goods by idlenefs, intemperance and prodigality. 
Vv- orldiy goods are a treafure which God commits to 
.men, as ftewards, to be ufed for good and ufeful 
purpofes. They are a talent for which men muft 
give account. They are not to be expended in the 
exceftive gratification of the fiefh or fancy. No man 
has an abjolute right to do as hispleafure may dictate, 
even with his own. In tile ufe and improvement of 
h’.s goods, his duty is to confult the pleafure of 
him, from wbofe providence he received them, 
that the apoftle favs of chriftians, “ ye are not your 
own may be laid of men’s wealth and goods, 
“ they are not vour’s.” They are bought by the 
biood of Chrift, and for his fake, are intrufted 'to 
you, to ufe and emp!oy, to the glory of the giver, 
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your own and the beft good of others. As men are 
to glorify God in their bodies and in their fpirits 
which are God’s ; fo alfo are they to glorify him in 
their worldly goods, which are his alfo. He then 
who waftes his property by idienefs, intemperance 
and other vices, is chargable with embezzling his 
Lord’s goods, robbing himfelf, his family and fel¬ 
low men. He who created food to fatisfy the hun¬ 
gry multitude, taught his difciples oeconomy, fay¬ 
ing, “ gather up the fragments, that nothing be 

The miiimprovers of the gifts and bounties 
of providence, deprive themfelves of the comfortable 
enjoyment of them, and of the means of communi¬ 
cating comfort to others, and reduce themfelves to 
wretchednefs. “ He that loveth pleafure fhali be a 
poor man. He that loveth ftrong drink fhali not be 
rich. The drunkard and the glutton fhali come to 
poverty, and drcufinefs fhali cloth a man withraus ” 

Persons are liable to injure themfelves or others 
by rafilly adventuring in trade,—by becoming fure- 
ties for others,—by Savifhing property in the grati¬ 
fication of the pride of drefs, building, equipage 
and the often tatious parade of life, A la"rge propor¬ 
tion or precious time and expence are too often 
beftowed on the fuperfluities of life. Whatever is 
beyond the point or decency and convenience, in the 
mode of living, is a criminal wafte of property. It is 
bellowing on things of imail confequence, that which 
mignt be uiefully employed. The fuperfluities of 
the.rich and gay, would make comfortable the 
families of want and forrow ; and he an offering 
acceptable to him, who hath commanded us to do 
good and to communicate; with the affurance that 
with fuch facrifices God is well pleafed. 

On the other hand, this precept is violated by 
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tm,is who rob ^themielves and families, of thofe 
enjoyments of lire which God hath given them, thro* 
a penurious and avaricious difpofition. Who, in 
the midft of plenty, ftarve themfelves, left at fome 
future time, they fliould come to want. This is 
that fin of covetoufnefs, which the apoftle calls idol- 
atry. It is a criminal diftruft of divine providence ; 
and is an evil more often found among the rich than 
tne poor ■» and mult be confidered as a curfe attend¬ 
ing the inordinate love of money. To pin e over 
plenty, and falter thro’ fear of fuffering, is ingrati¬ 
tude to heaven, and contrary to prefent experience 
chits bountifulnefs. I his is the defpicable condition 1 
of. the miter, who broods over his wealth, and fears 
a thoufand wants ; who clothes himfelf in rags, and 
Genies his body its proper nourifhments, and dies 
poor in the midft cf opulence. He leaves his hoarded 
trerfares, when he can hold them no longer, to thofe 
wno feel no gratitude for his memory. There is, 
fiy > Solomon, that fcattereth and yet fncreafeth ; 
alia there is that withholdeth more than is meet, and 
ir. tendeth to poverty. Bountifulnefs is as a fruitful 
garden and mercifulnefs endureth forever.” A 
covetous difpofition is a fource of unhappinefs, to 
the perfon who indulges it, and to others. The 
temptations arifing from a redundancy of wealth, as 
well as of diftrelliog poverty, were forefeen by the 
wife and pious prophet Agur, who in prayer to God, 
lays, “give me neitherpoverty, nor riches, left 1 be 
full and deny thee, and Jay who is the Lord ? or left 1 
be poor and fteal and take the name of my God in vain.” 
1 hat excefiive anxiety fur the goods of this world, 
which robs thedons of men cf peace and reft, was 
one of the evils which the royal preacher favv under 
the fun. “ There is one alone and there is not a 
fecond ; yea, he hath neither child nor brother : yet 
is there no end of all his labor, neither is his eve 

4 ^ * 
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latisfied with riches, neither faith he, for whom do 1 
labor and bereave niy foul of good.” 

4. This precept is violated by litigious law fuits. 
In this way, there is frequently robbery committed 
on men?s«goods, reputation and peace. It is lawful 
for a chriftian to appeal to jufiice and the laws, for 
protection from the lawlefs, and the reftitution of 
right. “ For the law is good if a man ufe it lawfully.” 
But this neceftary inftitution is abuied when perfons 
under the fhelter of law, injure others in unjuft 
profecutions, which it may not be in the power of 
the law to detecft : in harafting the patience of others 
by appeals and delays, with a view of forcing them 
to unreasonable terms. This is robbing by legal 
forms, and is one of the word: fpecies of theft, 
becaufe it is fheltered from punifhmentor reftitution. 
The apoftle reproves the chriftians at Corinth for 
their contentions at law ; and recommends to them 
rather to fuffer wrong, than contend ; or to leave 
their controversies to the decifion of impartial arbi¬ 
trators in the church. 

On the chriftian’s right to feek a redrefs of injuries 
by appealing to the laws of the country, I would 
notice an objection which is ailedged by fome, 
founded on the words of Chrift, Matthew 5, and 
which are thought to forbid going to law in any cafe. 

Refill: not evil. But whofoever fhai! fmite thee 
on the right cneek, turn to him the other alfo. And 
it any man fhall fue thee at the law, and takeaway 
thy coat, let him have thy cloak alfo.” Two things 
ate evident here, one ;s, tiie duty of chriftians to bear 
injuries with meeknefs ; the other, that thefe are 
proverbial phrafes,and not to be underftood literally. 
And i: alfo appears that the Ioffes were in fmaller' 
matters. It is better to give a coat for peace, than 
by contending, to ioofe all one’s clothes. It is $ 

4 
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duty to give up things cffmail value, rather than 
contend at law. And it was the duty of chriftians, 
in thole times efpeciaily, with patient meeknefs to 
fufter Iols ; for they were the objects of the hatred 
and periecutions of Jews and Gentiles-, ancj there was 
but a llender profped of their obtaining juftice, by 
appealing to the courts of their perfona! enemies. 
That the phrafe of turning the other cheek to him 
that fmites, was proverbial, and delicmed to recom- 
mend in general the virtue of meeknefs, is evident 
from our Lord’s example, who when he was unjuftly 

, . hee >, by one of the officers, re- 
provea him for the injury, faying, “ if I have 
fpoken evil, bear witnefs of the evil, but if well, 
^hy fmiteft thcu me ?” And faint Paul, when un¬ 
juftly fmitten by command of the high prieft relen¬ 
ted the indignity, and pronounces upon him a pro¬ 
phetic judgment _ We hence conclude that our 
Lord forbids a fpirit of litigation among chriftians ; 
but does not deprive them of the privileges of fo- 
ciety, in the redrefs of infufferable injuries. This 
explanation of our Saviour’s words may lerve as an 
anfwer to a like obje&ioti, from a pafi’age in i Cor¬ 
inthians v. 7. “ Dare any of you having a matter 
again ft another, go to law before the unjuft and not 
before the faints r” This refers to differences which 
may be accommodated by judicious neighbors. “ I 
fpeak to your <fhame. Is it ro that there is not a wife 
man among you, not one that fha.ll be able to judge 
between his brethren ? This is utterly a fault among 
you, becaufe ye go to law one with another. Why 
do ye not rather take wrong ? why do ye not rather 
fuffer yourfclves to be defrauded Too much of 
this, to the fcandal to the chriftsan profefTion, yet 
remains among the profefied difciples of the meek 
and patient Jefus. “ Who, when he was reviled, 
reviled not again x when he fgffered he threatened 
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not, but committed himfelf to him who judgeth 
righteoufly. 

5. All the diflhoneft arts and tricks of jugglers 
and fortune-tellers, who deceive and defraud ; are 
condemned by this law. They who fear God, will 
fhun their impious ways. They are the works of 
darknefs. The entrance of true religion into the 
heart, will deted and expel thefe wicked arts. 
44 Many of them which ufed curious arts, brought 
their books together and burned them before all 

This law alfo condemns the non-perform- men. 
ance of promifes, where promifes are lawful, and 
perfons have ability to fulfil;—running in debt with ¬ 
out the profped of payment ; and delays of pay¬ 
ment to laborers and creditors. 44 Owe no man any 
thing.55 All bribery in judgment, and partiality in 
decisions, between men ; all thofe kind of prefeffions 
which are fupported by the vices and follies of men; 
all gambling and fports of chance, in which property 
is hazarded, are condemned by this law. It forbids 
withholding fupport from the government under 
which we live, and from the worfhip of God, - and 
public moral and religious inftitutions. Itcondemns 
all perjury, forgery and couzenage ; all fraudulent 
alienation of things devoted to charitable and facred 
ufes ; concealing loft goods and embezzling thfe 
property of others ; partaking of difhoneft gains or 
ftolen goods, and all thofe ways which tend to the in¬ 
jury of our neighbor, either in his perfon, his pro¬ 
perty or reputation. 

Lastly : It condemns man-ftealing. This is 
the worft arcd-moft criminal fpeciCS dftheft. Com¬ 
mon theft robis a man of his property ; but this robs 
him of Mm fe If. The thief, takes nbFcnly the goods 
c£ & mar, but the man himfelf; and Makes gain by 

G £ 
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the barter of liarnan fiefh. The Have-trade, fo daffecf 
comes under this condemnation. To the fcandal of 
tne chriftian religion, this unnatural and cruel traf¬ 
fic, has been pradhfed by European nations and their 
colonies^ more than two centuries, and is not yet 
abolifhed-. Thoufands of the unhappy children of 
Africa, our equals by nature, are draged from their 
native lands, loaded with irons, and crouded into 
floating prisons : and during a long voyage, acrofs 
the Atlantic, are fubjebleci to all manner of fufferines 
ano death. They are expofed to faie, and bought, 
and made to fubmit to the fevered toil, and tortur¬ 
ed, at the pleafure of their cruel matters. They 
pme away in a foreign land, and their hard bondage 
».continually lmbittered, with the recolledion of the 
liberties and pleafures of their native country, and 
ail the tender fympathies of domeftic life, forever 
flea from them. Death comes to them, a welcome 
re.uge. Thoufands.are annually imported. While 
the people of this our favored land, double their 
numbers m a few years, the imported Africans in 
the co.onies decreaie, and the race would foon be 

iextmdt, vyere there not continual aeceffions to ttmply 

the deficiency-, . Enlightened people of Europe and 
America, what injuries have you or your fathers re-- 

fceived, tojuitify your cruel feverety to thofe un- 
ifprtunate deiencelefs people r Humanity and re- 
jigion drop a rear over you, ye degenerate chriftians 
who deal in the “ merchandize of flaves and fouls 
of men.” 

*1 he universal parent or his creatures, “ who has- 
Biade or on^felqod all nations-, to dwell in ail the 
.erpth, ,2nd igtyeoifhem equal natural rights, is no 
refpeder of perfons. His divine, iiaw "has clafled, 
jnen-irealeps^-^Hd thole who participate iirtfo-is crime, 
.among the-moft eu&nnous cffend.ds, “ The law 
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h not made for a righteous man, but for the lawlefs 
and difobedient, the ungodly and finners,—for mur- 
jderers of fathers and murderers of mothers, and ror 
men-ftealers.”* From this and every fpecies of 
diihonefty and oppreffion, may the grace of God 

'AMEN. 

* Such is the ardent third of wealth in the heart of man, that 
reafons drawn from the principles of humanity and religion* 
make but feeble imprefSon on thofe who receive gain from this 
traffic. We are therefore in the courfe of events, called to con¬ 
template with adonifhment, the wifdom as well as the feverity 
of a righteous providence, in the method now taken to convince 
ithem of the enormity of this practice. In fome of the mod popu^ 
lous coloiies in the Indies, the injured Haves -have become the 
.dreadful fcourges of the divine vengeance, on their oppreffors. 
Thoufands of families, who once lived delicately, on the tears 
and groans of flaves, have become victims to their vengeance* 
and fled, many to this continent, or other places, for fafety. 

To the honor of humanity and our native country, fjavery is 
abolifhed in thefe northern dates ; and within a few years, by 
a folemn decree of our general government, it will ceafe for¬ 
ever throughout the nation. The powerful republic of Franco 
•have alfo abofifhed flavery ; and generous efforts have been 
made in the Britifh parliament to put a dop to the African 
Have-trade. “ Ethiopia fhall foon ftretch out her hands unto 
God.” May this ancient prediction fpeedily receive its full 
and final accomplishment, and the children of Ham enjoy 
Jaleffings of civilization and the religion of jefas 1 
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SERMON XVIII. 

The virtue and advantagesof honefty,—the duty of 
promoting the interefts of our fellow men, in a.! 

Exodus xx. 15. 

%hou Jloalt not fical. 

WE have confidered the nature. and guilt of 
the fins prohibited by this divine precept. 

Let me now, invite your consideration, 

3# To the pofitive duties which it enjoins. Its 
pofitive duties are, to preferve the properties and 
promote the interefts of our fellow men, by ad lawful 
means. The precept, 44 thou fhalt not flea!,” re¬ 
quires not only a total abftinence from the fins for¬ 
bidden, and which have been enumerated but like 
the other negative precept, it commands the oppofite 
duties and virtues : that men fhould be, not only 
negatively virtuous, and do no harm, but that they 
be pofitively good, beneficient and uferul. The 
property of our fellow men, to which this law pri¬ 
marily relates, refpeits their perfons^ their wealth and 
reputation. Thefe comprehend all the worldly goods 
jof men, and which we are to preferve and defend* 
as we would our own. 

1. Honesty is a virtue, which we are facredly to 
obferve, in all our dealings with men. It is direftiy 
oppofed to the vice of knavery, which prompts 



pcuons to case advantage of others.' Let us, fays 
M. laul, waik honeftly as in the day. “ In all 
thmgs willing to live honeftly.” The honeft man is 
confcientious m his dealings with others, and would 
do tnem no injury, altho’ his orefent intereft might 
oe incrcafed tH—"-- TT 1 - - lereoy r * 

, . --- is the fame in -all his 
commerce with mankind, whether in fecret or in 
puoiic. He would rather fuffer Jofs hknfelf, then 
dtumd another; even tho’ the fraud could be con- 
cealed from the knowledge of the world. By this 
principle, the upright man is diftinguifhed from the 
artl-ul and defigning. The latter will rot hefitate to 
take an advantage of another, when it can be done 
without aducovery. The honeft man is the fame 
m.all conditions. He will do his neighbor no wrong. 

The moral and the chriftian law concur in de~ 
manding of men, that they do to others as they 
would that others fhould do to them. “ As ye 
would that men fhould do to you do ye even lb to 
them/* I his is the golden rule of univerfal 
nghteoufnels towards men. It direds as to deal 
with others, as we are confcious, they ought to deal 
with us. It is comprehenfive and intelligible and 
calculated for daily ufe. It implies that we allow 
ourfelves a moment’s confideration, and imagine 
ourfelves in tne condition of him, with whom we 
have to do, and impartially afk ourfelves, what we 
ought to exped, and then do accordingly. Were 
this mo ft juft rule in univerfal ufe, all fraud, op- 
preilion, cruelty and unrighteoufnefs would ceafe* 
and the good fruits of juftice and beneficence abound. 
Our love to ourfelves would be the rule and mea- 
£ure of our condud to others \ and men would have 
no more inclination to injure others, than theinfelves. 
Self-love powerfully influences a man to preferve his 
mvn life, his property and reputation, his comfort 
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str/d happinefs. The fame principle fhould aifa 
powerfully influence us to preferve thefe beft interefts 
©f our neighbor. “ Thou (halt love thy neighbor 
as thyfclf,33 is the great commandment of the law. 

OtfR Lord, by a parable,* has in a lively manner* 
exemplified the great guilt of the fin prohibited by 
this precept, and the amiablenefs of the oppofite 
virtue. In anfwer to the queftion, 4C Who is my 
neighbor ?33 Jefus Laid, “ A certain man went 
down from Jerufalem to Jericho, and fell among 
thieves which ftripped him of his raiment, and 
wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead* 
And by chance there came down a certain prieft thar, 
way -9 and when he faw him he pafied by on the 
other fide. And like wife a Levite,. when he was 
at the place came and looked on him, and pafied by 
on the other fide.53 If he wounded traveller looked 
up to thefe as kind angels from heaven, come to 
bind up his wounds and recal to life, his departing 
fpirit: for they were his countrymen, and minifters 
of peace, and preachers of mercy. But alas, they 
turned their faces from the- piteous fpedacle, and 
pafied by on the other fide. cc Compaflionate 
Saviour ! are there any of thy minifters fo loft to tho 
tendernefs of lympathy and pity ! They are unwor¬ 
thy ^le fdcred office, and difhonor thy benevolent 
re igion. But compaffion and kind neis are fame- 
tmres .ound, where they are leaft expedled. cc But 
k certain Samaritan,33 whofe nation was hoftile to the 
jews, as he journeyed,, came where he was j and 
wnen he .aw him he had compaffion on him ; and 
went to him. and bound up his wounds, pouring in 
od and wine, and fet him on his own beaft and bTo’t 
Mm to an inn, and took care of him. And on the 
morrow Alien lie departed, he took out two-pence, r 

* Luke ro. 

t A roman penny was about one fcventh of a dollar. 
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and gave them to the hoft, and faid unto him, take 
care of him : and vvhatfoever thou fpendeft mo e, 
when 1 come again I will repay thee.5* The good 
Samaritan faw in the wounded Jew, a fellow 
creature, a brother in diftrefs. And he haftened to 
his relief. He did, as he would that another fhould 
do to him, in like circumftances. By this parable 
our Lord has taught us, that there is no man, but 
what is our neighbour : whether he be our country¬ 
man or a foreigner. And that when a fellow 
creature is in diftrefs, and lies at our mercy, we are 
to do our utmoft to relieve him, even the5 an enemy , 
and one, whofe political or religious creed may be 
altogether oppofite to our own. 

From this example, enforced by the fhort, but 
extenfive command of Jeius, 44 go thou and do like^ 
wife may we learn the practice, and imbibe the 
lovely fpirit of his religion, who in his life and death 
difplayed the virtues of an unbounded philanthropy. 
He is himfelf the good Samaritan, who came into 
the wildernefs of this world, to feek and fave 
them that are loft. Who finds us on the highway 
of danger and death, who delivers us out of the hands 
of our fpiritua! foes, tliofe roboers of our peace and 
murderers ot fouls. Wiio has compaffion on us, 
and binds up the wounds of fin and guilt, pouring 
into the troubled foul, the oil of grace, and the wine 
of divine confolation, who gives deliverance to cap¬ 
tives and freedom to them that are bound. Who 
pays for our healing, with his own blood, and ranes 
us from the ioweft ftate.of wretchednefs, and carries 
us in the arms ot his redeeming love and mercy, to 
the celeftial manfions. 

3. This lav/ requires of us fidelity in every truft 
repofei in us. Whatever duty is confided to us to 
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perty fraudulently taken. He who has a juft ap- 
prehenfion of his obligation to God, will be difpof- 
ed tomake all reafonable fatisfa&ion for an injury 
done to another, of whatever kind the injury may 
be. When convinced of the fin of injuftice, molt 
free and cordial was the confeffion of the Publican 
ZaccheUs, & his refolution to make ample fatisfac- 
tion, to all to whom he had been unjuft. “ He 
flood and faid, if I have taken any thing from any 
man by falfe accufation, I reftore him four fold.’* 
Itisa dictate ofthe immutable law of righteoufnefs, 
that he who wrongs another, either in his per- 
fon, property or character, Ihould repair the inju¬ 
ry, by full confeflion and reftitution. If the in¬ 
jury is fecret, there are ways which the offender 
may take to reftore and make reftitution, without 
making it publicly known. Tho’-the party who 
Is injured in his property be dead, yet the injuri¬ 
ous perfon may not keep it, becaufe it is not his. 
He may do well to diltribute it to the poor. The 
tranfgreffor of this law, is firft to confefs to God, 
his fin, imploring forgivenefs, and nextly to make 
fatisfaCfion to the party injured. In vain will the 
tranfgreffor expeCt peace and comfort, while he 
retains the goods of others, or refufes to fatisfy. 
Confcious guilt breaks his peace, and the terrors 
of God’s broken law alarm his fears. Si Let the 
wicked forfake his way, and the unrighteous man 
feis thoughts,” and pra&ife the pure laws of jufi 
tice and mercv. 

* 

As the material world is kept together, by the 
laws of attraction, and the heavenly bodies re¬ 
volve around each other in admirable order, 
beauty and ufefulnefs ; fo the moral world is to 
be kept together by the attractive principle of love 
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and benevolence. Materia* bodies would dif. 
iolve &befcattered&loft in the bonndlefsunivcrfe, 
were a principle of repulfion inherent in every 
particle of matter. And were univerfal injuftice 
and wrong to prevail, fociety would diffolve and 
the human race no more exift. The felfifh man, 
who builas his intereft on the ruin of his fel- 
low men, may hence fee the evil of his conduft, 
ihouid injuftice and robbery become univerfal. 
In this deplorable condition of the world all men 
would arm againft all men, and every man’s hand 
be turned againlt his neighbor. 

• i * * > ,J * ; • ' j. - ' : 

As the evils forbidden by this precept are at- 
ended with perfonal and univerfal ruin, we infer 

trie obligations of men to cultivate the oppofite 
virtues of honefty, kindnefs, mercifulnefs, for- 
givenefs, and every good difpofition and aflion, 
which tends to advance the interefts and happi- 
nefs of mankind, and the exercife of that love, 
that worketh no ill to our neighbour. 

Lastly, the duty of promoting the fpirituai 
edification and falvation of our fellow-men, is re¬ 
quired by this law. The love of our neighbor as 
curfelves, will difpofe us heartily to feek his inter- 
efts in all refpe&s; and as his falvation is the 
greateft, to promote it, will be an objea of the 
moft ardent defire and labor of every one, whofe 
heart is rightly affe&ed towards his fellow men. 
Do we efteem it a moral and facred duty to guard 
the perfon, the property and character of our 
neighbor, and fhall we efteem it a duty of lefs 
importance, to fecure his eternal happinefs, by 
every wife and benevolent means in our power f 
By good example, by friendly inftru&ion, warn- 



ing, dire&ion and prayer ? Earneftly defiring 
that when he (hall leave this world’s goods at 
death, his foul may be happy: that he may pof- 
fefs thole fpiritual riches, of which death and the 
grave cannot deprive him, but which will forever 
increafe in value ? And that when his earthly 
pofleffions fail him, he may be received into thofe 
everlafling habitations, which the Almighty and 
merciful redeemer gives to every believing and 
obedient difciple, Unlefs we fincerely defire, and 
labor to promote the falvation of the fouls of 
men, we are deftitute of that true and extenfive 
love to them, which the law of God demands from 
us;becaufethis is the belt intereft,& the fublimeft 
happinefs, of which they are capable. Compar-. 
ed to which, their temporal profperity, and the 
pofleffion and enjoyment of the whole world, are 
but of trifling importance. “ For what (hall it 
profit a man, if he (hould gain the whole world, 
and lofe his own foul ?” Having Ihewn in fun- 
dry particulars, the fins prohibited, and the duties 
demanded by this general precept, let me invite 
you to fojne Reflections. 

i. We fee the guilt and danger of an inordi¬ 
nate love of riches. It is the root of all evil. 
The fource of injuftice, dilhonefty, theft and rob¬ 
bery. “ Love not the world neither the things 
of the world.” To cherifh an ardent thirft for 
the goods and pofleffions of this life, opens the 
door for manifold temptations. “ He that mak- 
eth hafte to be rich, hath an evil eye. He ftali 
not be innocent.” Through the prevalence of a 
felfilh fpirit, he will be tempted to do his neigh, 
bor wrong. They who purfue riches, as thefirlt 
and greateft objeft of happinefs, fall into temp¬ 
tation and a fnare, and into many fooliffi & hurt. 
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fui lulls, which drown men in deltru&ion and 
perdition. 

< • * . y 

4 . '*♦ * V - 
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2. We infer the ruinous nature and confequen- 
ces of the crime of theft. It is a violation of the 
laws of God and of fociety ; of juftice, truth, 
honefty and charity ; and molt difgraceful and 
hurtful to the criminal. The groffer kinds of 
theft, as public robbery ; the more refined kind, 
as taking advantage of the wants or ignorance of 
others: and the more fecret theft, which clandef- 
tinely takes or embezzles the goods of others, & 
every fpecies of diihonefty, in our commerce with 
mankind, are condemned. “ Let him that Hole, 
deal no more.” Let him humble himfelf before 
God, and make rellitution to thofe he has injured. 
This fin efpecially requires repentance towards 
God, becaufe the thief boldly alfumes the divine 
prerogative, and takes from others the goods 
which God has committed to them. It is an a£t 
of great impiety, as well as injuftice. ‘ The dar¬ 
ing breakers of this law of righteoufnefs, are 
deditute of the fear of God, and unalarmed at the 
threatened terrors of his wrath. God hath pro¬ 
nounced a wide wading curfe on this fin. “ It 
fhall enter into the home of the thief,”—it lhall 
purfue him into his mod fecret retirement-—“ It 
fhall remain in the midd of his houfe and fhall 
confume it with the timber thereof, & the ftones 
thereof.” Shame and lofs ufually attend this 
vice, in this life, and eternal punifhment awaits it 
in the next. Ihe unjud poflefior of other men’s 
goods, is deprived of peace and fatisfa&ion in the 
ule or them. An accufing confcience fpoils his 
enjoyment. Belfnazzer trembled at an impious 
read, while he drank wine in the golden bowls, 
stolen from the temple of Jehovah. What con- 
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folation did the thief Judas find, in the thirty 
pieces of filver, to obtain which^ he robbed his 
Lord of life ? Ill-gotten riches tormented his 
confcience. He fought to find peace, by reftor- 
ing them. In vain he threw them at the feet of 
the partners of his crime. They derided him in 
his forrows. Horror of confcience will come up¬ 
on thofe who live and die in this fin. 
t si < * * * * ' • 

This crime is commonly difcovered. It begins 
in fecret, but is at laft brought to light. The 
reafon is, that a repetition of this fin, hardens and 
emboldens the finner. If he is once fuccefsful, 
and efcapes undete&ed, he is encouraged to re¬ 
peat the tranfgrefiion, until it becomes a habit, & 
fo open and frequent, that it is eafily difcovered. 
Though like Judas, who was a thief, perfons of 
this chara&er, may for a feafon pafs undifcovered, 
yet will their iniquity find them out. They are 
hateful to God and men. Mankind readily pur- 
fue and punifh a thief, becaufe he is a common foe. 
No truft or confidence can be repofed in him. He 
is feared and fhunned ; and when it is no longer 
fafe to fuffer him to go at large, he is fecluded 
from lociety ; or finilhes a miferable life by an ig¬ 
nominious death. The guilt of his crimes follow 
him, beyond death. Unworthy to live on earth, 
he will be (hut out from the fociety of the fpirits 
of juft men, and condemned to the prifon of e- 
ternal darknefs and defpair, where peculiar wrath 
awaits the enemies of God and man. 

+ 
3. Let this fubject be improved in a way of 

examination of our own hearts; whether we have 
* * 

indaily exercife that benevolent principle, towards 
our fellow men, which inclines us to feek their > * 
good, profperity and happinefs, in all refpe&s. 

I . I 

I 
.j.i iti? 



Have we, firs, fuch a love to our neighbor, as 
lfpoles us to rejoice in his profperity, and to pro- 

mufe, as far as it may be in our power, his tempo- 
ral and eternal mterefts ? Altho’ we decreafe, do 
we rejoice at bis increafe, & feel not the emotion of 
envy and forrow ? The benevolent fpirit of the 
re igion of Jefus will difpofe you to rejoice with them 

at rejoice; as well as weep, with them that weep. 
Hoes your love to your neighbor extend to the 
S|!eat]1mterefts of their fouls, and difpofe you to 
u e a , proper means to afliffc them to fecure their 
falvation ? By forrow for the fins of others, by 
friendly admonition in the fpirit of meeknefs, and 
by fervent prayer, that God would give them re¬ 
pentance unto life ? Are you grieved when you 
behold the tranfgrefl'ors, becaufe God is difhonor- 
ed, and the tranfgrefl'ors expofed to awful punifli- 
ment ? Unlefs you thus love the fouls of men, & 
leeA their fpiritual and eternal happinefs, you have 
no true love to their perfons. Suiter not fin then 
upon a brother for whom Chrift died. Strive to 
bring him to the knowledge of the ever-blefled 
God and Saviour. In this way you will promote 
his belt, his immortal interefts, and incline him 
alio to pra&ife the duties of righteoufnefs towards 
men : for he who loves God will love his neigh¬ 
bor alfo, a 

4. Of the fin which this fubjeft condemns, 
children and youth, are efpecially in danger. A 
principle of ielfilbnefs, and a dilpofition to en- 
grofs the goods of others, are often difcovered in 
early life. A difhonefl principle uncontroled in 
childhood, is in danger of growing into an incon- 
querable habit. Thofe unhappy perfons who have 
been brought to public punilhment and death, for 
the crimes of theft and robbery, have common- 
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ly been cf that claf3 of families, in which dif- 
honefty in childhood, has met with unreftrained 
indulgence. This vice brings parents to fliamej 
and children to ¥uim 

f ! * ' . t \* * , i ' *4 ..V „ . . k 
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Let me affectionately warn children and youth 
again!! taking the fmalleft property from others; 
Grofs theft fprings from l’mall beginnings. Thofe 
who have arrived to the height of this enor¬ 
mous vice, began with pilfering fmall things. 
Confcience reproved, but a repetition' of the fin, 
hardened the confcience, and they went on to 
more bold tranfgreffions. As the water that 
finds but a fmall opening in the dam, foon wears 
it away and carries all before it j fo this fin in¬ 
dulged fpeedily hurries the tranfgreffor down to 
ruin. To public fhame and untimely death, and 
to the dreadful wrath of almighty God. 

♦ 

Remedies againfl: temptations to the fins, a- 
gainfl: which we are warned by this law, are fuch 
as the following, diligence in profitable and ufeful 
employments, from early life. Idlenefs is the nurfe 
of this, and every vice. “ Let him that Hole, Ileal 
no more t but rather let him labor working with 
his hands the thing which is good, that he may 
have to give to him that needeth.” Some ancient 
legiflatures, obliged parents to have their chil¬ 
dren educated, and taught fome ufeful mechanic 
art, to prevent the temptations arifing from idle¬ 
nefs, and to form them to the virtues of honefty 
and fidelity in bufinefs. Let temptations to this 
fin be refilled, by earned prayer to the author of 
grace,-—by mortification to the world,—by the 
cultivation of a heavenly temper,'—and placing 
the affeftions on celeftial riches. « Lay not up 
for yourfelves treafures on earth, where morth & 
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ruft corrupt, and where thieves break thro5 and 
fteal} but lay up for yourfelves treafures in hea¬ 
ven/5 Let our minds be filled with a folemn 
fenfe of a prefent God, the witnefs and judge of 
all our ways; and of the fupreme tribunal at 
which we muftall appear. And the Lord make you 
to increafe and abound in love one towards another 
and towards ell men ; to the end he may ejlablifh 
your hearts unblumeable in holine/s, before God, even 
our father, at the coming of our Lord Jefus Chri/l, 
’with all his faints. 
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SERMON XIX. 

The nature and obligations of truth in ge¬ 
neral.—The vices of perjury,—lying,—. 
diffimulation,—hypocrify,—detraction,—* 
flander. 

Precept ninth. 

Exodus xx. 16. 

‘Thou Jhalt not bear falfe witnefs againjl thy 
neighbor. 

r~|pHIS precept regards principally the peace, 
JL farety and happinefs of our fellow men, in 

the prefervation of their good Dame. To defame, 
flander, and falfely accufe one, are wavs moft ef¬ 
fectual to deftroy his character and influence, 
and to wound the heart of an innocent man- 
Since a perfon’s peace and ufefulr efs among 
men, depend upon the prefervation of a fair cha¬ 
racter, falfely to acctife or flander him, is doing 
him an irreparable injury. It is alfo an injury to 
fociety, as it deprives‘a perfon of opportunities 
and advantages of ufjfulnefs to others. It is a 



crime moft offenfive to God, who hath moft 
folemnlyfaid, “ Thou (halt not bearfalfe witnefs.” 

. I o witneft, is to give a teftimony or declara- 
non of the truth of any thing. To bear or give 
ralfe witnels, is to mifreprefent a thing wilfully & 
knowingly, and with an intention to deceive, 
rhe crime is the fame, whether intereft, favor, 
prejudice or hatred, are the motives* A perfott 
is obliged to fpeak the truth, even of his greateft 
enemy. No temptation can juflify falfehood. 
The precept commands, “ not to bear falfe wit- 
nefs againji our neighbor” ; and the fpirit of the 
Jaw equally condemns fpeaking falfely for him 
in any Cafe whatever. Let facred truth be the 
rule and guide of all your words and adions. 

By the judicial laws of Moles, a perfon could 
not be convided of a crime, unlefs the charge 
was fupported or eflablifhed, by the mouth of two 
or three witneffes. The reputation and life of a 
perlon would be more unfafe, were they to de¬ 
pend upon a Angle witnei's, by whom truth would 
be more liable to perverfion, thro’ prejudice, mif- 
conception and the felfilh paflions, than by two or 
more. Witneffes muff alfo agree in their tefti¬ 
mony to the fame thing. 

To remove the formidable barrier, which the 
malevolent paflions have raifed, againft an exten- 
five philanthropy, and goodwill to men, the im¬ 
portant precept before us is given. It fhall be my 
outy, by the divine afliftance, 

1. To explain the primary intention of this law, 

2. lo fhew the nature and guilt of the fubor- 
dinate crimes prohibited, and 
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3. The facred obligations of truth in all cur con- 
verfation and tranfaftions with men. 

The primary intention of this precept is to 
prevent the violation of facred truth, efpecially 
in civil courts ; on whofe decifion the interefts & 
lives of perfons depend. To thefe tribunals, 
bearing witnefs particularly refers. It is witnef- 
fmg on oath, to fads, concerning others. Thofe 
who are efpecially interefted and cautioned, are 
the oppofite parties. It is neceffary, in the adju¬ 
dications of caufes in civil courts, and in arbitra¬ 
tions of differences between contending parties, 
that judges and jurors fhould be truly and impar¬ 
tially informed of the merits of all caufes brought 
before them for decifion, that fo they may form 
true judgment. The moft likel y way to obtain 
this knowledge, is by the folemnity of an oatlu 
In which perfons are adjured as in the prefence 
of God, the witnefs and judge of thoughts, words 
and adions, to declare the whole truth. This 
ordinance, of a folemn oath, is agreeable to the 
divine will, and the welfare of fociety renders it 
necefiary. By this aft they are brought as into 
the immediate prefence of the God of truth, and 
avenger of perjury, that the mind may be guard¬ 
ed againft uttering a falfehood, or fpeaking rafh- 
ly. Such is the good end of bearing witnefs on 
oath. The precept, however, is not confined to 
witneffes only, but is equally a rule and law of 
confcience, to all concerned. And 

r. To the parties, the accufer and accufed, 
plaintiff and defendant. Neither the accufer in 
ftating the cafe, nor the defendant in his vindica¬ 
tion, fhould deviate from the truth, mifreprefent 
or mix things true and falfe together, or deny the 
truth of a juft charge. 
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2. That the advocates for. the parties, do not 
miireprefent the cafe, or by fophiftical arts hide 
the truth or blind the court by falsehood, or dark¬ 
en counfel by words wifhom knowledge. It alfo 
requires that judges and juiy decide impartially, 
from the beir hght which they can obtain in the 
cafe, and give true judgment, according to righ- 
Ceoulnefs, without partiality, bribery or favor, as 
in the fear of God. 

i he nature and obligations of folemn oaths, 
we have already ccnudered, under the third pre¬ 
cept of-the decalogue.. This condemns falfe 
oaths or perjury. Perjury is a more heinous 
crime than lying. Lying is commonly committed 
without thought of. God or accounlablenefs to 
hii >: but in an oath* God is called upon as the. 
witnefs and judge of the truth. And the witnefs 
Cc 'S upon hiruf !f to i eak to God, or as in his 
prefeace. Perjury is therefore a deliberate fin. 
In addition to the irrpious guilt of calling upon 
God to witneis to fallehood, the crime is great 
towards men. maanuch as an oath is the only fure 
way ol coming at arc truth & certainty of things, 
in many cafes, in which the, mterefts and life of 
individual pel fens, re concerned. Perjury de- 
ilroys that certainty, and ilrikes at the foundation 
of every tiling valuable in ate. -Peculiar wrath 
awaits this fin. Againn it, the divine law points 
its fharpeil arrows,. By the laws which the Moft 
High gave to the Jews, the perjured perfon was 
condemned to fuffer the lame pumfhment, which 
his perjury would have brought upon another. 
cc If a falfe witnefs rne up againft any man,4 to 
/teriify againfl: him, that which is wrong ; the judg¬ 
es (hall make diligent inquifition: and behoid, if 
the witnefs, be a falfe witnefs, and hath teftihed 
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falfely againfl his brother : then-(hall ye do unto 
him as he had thought to have tone to his bro¬ 
ther, fo /halt thpu cut away evil from among you. 
And others dial! hear and fear.”* To luch God 
hath faid, he wilt come near to judgment, as one 
who takes unerring aim at his prey,” and I will 
be a fwift witnefs ngainlt falfe fwearers. who fear 
not me, faith the Lord of Holts. “ Perjury is 
a crime of peculiar aggravation, becaufe it is level¬ 
led againft both God and man. We come, 

a. To the confideration of thofe fubordinate 
crimes, which are violations of this law, as lying, 
detradion and dander. Thefe are fins, which 
altho’ they are lefs criminal in their nature than 
perjury, yet are they folemnly condemned by the 
divine law. 

i. A lie is uttering falsehood, with an inten¬ 
tion to deceive. It is a wilful mifrcprefentation 
of truth A declaration by words or actions of 
a thing, contrary to the mind or intention of him, 
who makes the declaration. In this falfe com- 
municrtion with men, the tongue and the heart, 
are at variance. To lie to our neighbor, is to do 
him an injury, proportioned to the magnitude of 
the objed about which he is deceived, and his 
intereit therein. It 'nay eventually deftroy his 
peace, his property cr his life. 

When a perfon fpeaks to be believed, he vir¬ 
tually promifes to fpeak-the truth. His intention 
is, that his words fhall be received as true ; and' 
the hearer has a right to exped the truth, Falfe- 
hood is then a breach of promife. 

This precept aifo condemns the violation of a 

* Deuteronomy xix. 
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promife. Promifes are facred. To fail of the 
f e. fbrmance of a promife, is to be guilty of a 
fpeaes of lying. From this guilt the perfon is 
freed, who finds by further knowledge and in- 
formation, that the promife was unlawful, which 
however, he thought was lawful, at the time. We’ 
hence infer the neceffity of due confideration in 
promifes. Vlhere a perlon is fincere in a lawful 
promife, and he does all in his power to fulfil it, 

ut by the providence of God, or fome unfore- 
feen occurrences, he is unable to perform; in fuch 
cafe, he is clear of the guilt of falfehood. 

One who conceals or denies the truth, to ex* 
culpate from blame or to efcape punifhment, is 
guilty of the fin of lying. To refort tofalfehood, 
as a fubterfuge from blame, is to increafe the guilt 
of the offender. 6 

“ For he who does one fault at firll, 
“ And lies to hide it, makes it two.” 

Although human laws do not oblige an of¬ 
fender to accufe or condemn himfelf, yet the mo¬ 
ral law obliges him not to deny his guilt whenac- 
fufed. Sins which are fecret, & by which another 
is not injured, a perfon is not obliged to confefs to 
men. He may be a true penitent before God, & the 
world know nothing of his offence. But the 
cale is different with one who has injured another. 
His confellion to God is his firft duty, and his fa- 
tisfa&ion to the perfon injured, is in the next 
place neceffary. 

It is a vice inherent in the depraved nature of 
man, to pra&ife the adls of prevarication & faife- 
hood, to fhield himfelf from blame, for ill doing. 
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The tempter of men, who is called emphatically 
the father of lies, early inftilled this principle, in 
the lapfed parents of the human race. With what 
violation of truth was not Adam chargeable, when 
to exculpate himfelf, he threw the blame cf his 
tranfgreffion upon the woman ; and the woman 
alio, in cafting her’s upon the ferpent ? We lee 
the early buddings of this fin, in the arts and 
ftratagems of children, to fkreen themfelves from 
blame for evil condud. 

This divine law condemns that fpecies of lies* 
which invents fidions and things marvellous, to 
excite admiration and impofe upon the credu¬ 
lous. Perfons of a lively imagination are expof- 
ed to this temptation. It originates in vanity and 
pride. It is that foolilh talking which the apoftle 
condemns, and which tendeth not to edification* 
Altho a perfoji may have no defign to injure a- 
nother, by the relation of lying wonders, yet as 
they are propagated for truths, they are hurtful $ 
becaufe they miflead the credulous, and confound 
the difference between truth and falfehood- For 
every idle word men mud give account to God* 
whole laws demand truth in all our converfation, 
and awfully condemn thofe who deal falfdy, ei¬ 
ther in word or condud. 

3. Diffimulation and hypocrify are violations 
of this divine precept. Diffimulation is com- 

v uuderitood as an attempt to deceive others*' 
with falfe appearances in the affairs of life ; hy- 

♦pocrify is pradifing the fame art, in religious 
concerns. One expreffes a regard for others, 
? • . a^r. has not ; the other, that regard 
or re igion, which is deftitute of fincerity. They 

wear the appearances of what they are not* and 



264. 

are an odious fpecies of lying. Hypocriiy, fig. 
nifies going beyond the mark, of pretending to 
more than'is real. Thefe vices are common iy put 
on to ferve a purpofe, and are painful to the ac¬ 
tors. Ihe diffembler and the hypocrite labor to 
conceal themfelves behind a ma&. The effort be¬ 
ing unnatural, difcovery and Ilia me mad be the 
final iffue. Nature wall peep out at unguarded 
moments ; and when reftraints and temptations 
are removed, the malk will be thrown afide. 
Perfons of this deferipdon would fave themfelves 
a world of labor, were they fuch in reality, as 
they wilh to appear to be. To him who is fin- 
cere towards his God and his feliow-men, the ap- 
pearance of his fificerity will be natural, and fpon- 
taneous ; but without the reality, it is difficult to 
maintain the appearance of virtue. To put on 
the fsrnolance of goodnefs, to gain efteem with 
men, ft sws that there is fomething in real good¬ 
nefs, which commands our approbation. And if 
the appearance is good, much more fo is the re¬ 
ality. The vicious pay an involuntary reverence 
to perfons of religious clura&ers. The lovelinefs 
virtue commands their veneration. The bell and 
fureft way to appear to be virtuous, is to be real¬ 
ly virtuous. 

~ J •• • f* J ’ 

Hypocrisy and diffimulation, wander in artful 
ways, and thro* tnuen perplexity fometimes ac- 
complilh their purpofes : but virtue and finceri- 
ty purfue their objeflt in the Itraight road, and 
will finally profper : for truth is mighty and 
will preYafi.” Shou.d fh; deceiver for a while 
fucceed, in the practice of impofition upon men, 
yet he cannot deceive Goa, whole omnifeient eye 
pervv des tne darfenefs and the thickeft veil, and 
who requires truth and fincerity of heart, in all 



our profeflions of him, and in all our converia- 
uon with men. He will gloriouily reward the 
lovers of fincere truth and goodnefs, andfeverely 
punifh all hypocritical diffemblers. 

4. All malicious lies invented or propogated 
to the prejudice of others, are utterly condemned 
by this law. This is to bear fall'e witnefs before 
the world, againft our neighbor ; and is a crime 
hateful to God and nijurious to men. Before I 
proceed to the particida*,coiifideration of the vices 
of dander and detraction, comprehended in this 
article, allow me to take notice of the evil nature 
and ruinous effe&s of falfehood in general. 

1. A disposition to utter falfehood or lies, is 
a proof of a vicious heart. Perfons given to this 
odious habit are delfitute of any good principle of 
action. They have loft the moral fenie of right 
and wrong, and the wide difference of truth and 
falfehood. They fhew that they have no proper 
regard for their own intereft or happinefs, or of 
their fellow-men, and that they have wholly call 
off a fuitable fear of <~jod. The fhameful and 
hurtful nature of this vice, proves the great de¬ 
pravity of its fource. From the vicious heart 
proceed evil thoughts, and every degree of falle- 
hood. In the heart of Judas, lying dwelt, as in its 
proper habitation. He pretended to be grieved 
for what he called the wafte of ointment; (the 
gratful tribute of a fincere penitent to her com- 
paflionate faviour) but his declaration was a falfe¬ 
hood to conceal his fraudulent intention. The 
fame principle which inclines a perfon to utter 
falfehood, and to cheat and deceive by lies, will 
alfo induce him to cheat others of property, when 

r 
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opportunities prefent. The liar is therefore dif 
uoneft, and is not to be intruded with the Poods 
of others. Ihefe vices ufually meet in the fame 

P, ; • 7bf F^Ce-pt lorbiddinK theft, preceeds 
that which forbids ialfehood : For theft is com- 
raonly followed by the fin of lying. 

2* 1 he evil and guilt ot lying appears from 
the neceffity of the obfervance of truth, to the 
happinefs and exiftance of mankind ; and alfo 
rrom the dreadful confequences which would fol- 
lO .v, lliould falsehood and lies become an univer- 
irl piaclice, Without the obfervance of facred 
tiuth-, mankind could nave no confidence in each 
other: words, thofe images of the thoughts, would 
he of no ufe. No contracts, promifes or folemn 
covenants, would bind men. Univerfa! diftruft 
would take place, tocia! onion be diffolved, and 
peace banifhed from the earth. Such are the rui- 
iious efie<ds of Ialfehood, that all men detefl a 
nar. For he is the enemy of mankind. Other 
vices are kept in countenance, by finding guilty, 
companions, who praflde and applaud them : but 
the rnofl vicious deteit the liar. The moll: Aban¬ 
doned clubs expefl and demand truth from each 
otiicr, after they have call off every other virtue. 

3*. The vice of lying is puniilied in a degree, 
in this life. Ihe liar lofes the confidence of all 
who know him. Fie is defpiled and Ihuned, and 
labors under the great inconvenience of not being 
believed when he fpeaks the truth. And as by 
lies he attempts to deceive others, the evil is re- 
torted upon him, by a diibelief of truths, which 
he may utter. T hus lying is a vice, rewarded 
with univerfal hatred. A heathen poet could 
fay, 

V 
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££ He who’ll think one thing, and another tell, 
i( My foul detefts him, as the gates of hell.' 

4. Against thofe who pra&ife this fliameful 

fin, the wrath of almighty God, isalfo proclaim¬ 
ed. Liars are clalfed among the greateft offen¬ 
ders ; and the fevereft doom awaits them. They 
are excluded the pure abodes of juft men, and 
fent to aflociate with the father of lies. “ All 
liars lhall have their part in the lake which burn- 
eth with fire and brimftone.” Into the new Je- 
rufalem, “ there fhall in no wife enter any thing 
that defileth, neither whatfoever worketh abomi¬ 
nation, or maketh a lie,—For without are dogs 
(the contentious and unclean) and forcerers, and 
whatfoever loyeth and maketh a lie.” 

-Detraction and flander fall under the con¬ 
demnation of the . fin of bearing falfe witnefs. 
They are a fpecies of lying and full of hatred a- 
gainft our neighbor. Detraction is a vice, which 
depreciates another’s merit. Which does not al¬ 
low him the good properties which he poffeffes, 
and which aggravates his failings. It is the oft- 
fpring of envy and hatred. Slander is the in¬ 
vention or propagation of falfe reports, to the in¬ 
jury of anothers good name. Thefe are vices 
condemned by the moral and evangelic law, and 
are direftly oppofed to that charity and benevo¬ 
lence, which mankind ought to exercife, one to¬ 
wards another. Thefe vices are denominated in 
the facred writings, by the odious names of back- 
biting, taje-bearing; and the propagaters of them, 
bufy bodies. They are blinded to their own fail- 
rags, but watchful to fpy the failings of others, 
-fhey diicern a mote in their neighbor’s eye, while 
xney perceiver.ot a beam intheir own eye. They 
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put the molt favorable conftrudion upon their 
own faults, and aggravate and blaze abroad the 
faults of others. Perfons of this charader are 
envious and cruel in their difpofitions. Deftitute 
of merit themfelves, it grieves them to fee others 
pofiefs it. Their torment increafes in proportion 
to the increafe of their neighbor’s profperity. 
The gall of hatred is fpit from their invenomed 
tongues, to poilon the charader of others. They 
are like the fpiteful afp, who torments himfelf by 
gnawing, with bloody jaws, upon the impeneta- 
ble file. It is furely a mod uncomfortable and 
hateful temper. It is to ad the part of him, who 
is emphatically the accufer and deftroyer of men. 

A good name is a mod valuable polfefiion. It 
Is what every one wifhes and labors to efiablilh, 
by meretorious condud. It is the virtuous poor 
man’s only inheritance here, and the valuable le¬ 
gacy which he leaves to his childten. It is a 
treafure, which the owner would not part with 
for any earthly reward, becau/e upon it depends 
his peace of mind, his credit and ufefulnefs on 
earth. To injure a perfons charader is an exten- 
five and irreparable injury. It is an ad of rob¬ 
bery ; and the guilt is increafed, by the confide- 
ration, that the robbery does not enrich the flan- 
derer. He fays one, 

“ Who Heals from me my purfe, takes trafii, 
“ ’Twas mine, ’tis his, and has been Have to 

thoufands; 
“ But he who ‘ robs’ me of my good name 
P Robs me of that which not enriche? him, 
“ And makes me poor indeed.” 

y To propagate unfavorable reports of others un- 



neceiTanly, even on tne luppofition of their guilt, 
is a violation of this law. To “ fpeak evil of no 
man," is an excellent rule of government of the 
tongue. We ought to conceal the faults of our 
neighbors, unlefs the good of others, or of fode- 
ty, makes it neceffary that we fhould witnefs a- 
gainft them. And when that neceflity happens, 
the benevolent perfon, will not Ipeak with plea- 
fare, but with pain of the faults of others. Some¬ 
times the reformation of the offender, renders it 
neceffary that his faults fhouid be expofed to 
public view, that being reproved before all, he 
may be afhamed, and repent. But the amiable 
temper of religion will teach us to do this, with a 
fpirit of meeknefs and love, to the offender. To 
raife falfe reports of another, and propagate them 
is a far greater fin than fpreading abroad^ thefe, 
which are true concerning him. It is adding the 
fin of lying, to calumny. It is to do the greateft 
injury to an innocent perfon. To defame a per¬ 
fon in his abfence, is to acl the part oi the affaf- 
fin, who (tabs in the dark, and behind the back. 
Perfons alfo are chargeable with the guilt of this 
fin, who willingly hear the character of others al« 
perfed $ and who do not vindicate the abfent in¬ 
nocent perfon, and frown upon the fianderer. To 
flander one to his face, is alfo a great indignity, 
efpecially when done in the intoxication of an¬ 
ger. He who bellows praife upon one for well 
doing, confers a deferved reward : but he who 
detracts from another’s merit, is guilty of faife- 
hood and robbery. Dealers in fcandai are com- 
monly the mod unworthy charaQers. He who 
knows the value of a fair reputation, will guard 
againfi: this fin. He will find that thofe, who 
have no chara&er to lofe, are mod liberal in 
their cenfure!*cf others. If you fee a perfon ve- 



ry cautious to praife, but forward to cenfure c 
thers, you can fcarcely refrain from concluding 
that he poffeffes an envious and wicked heart: 

As we value our own good name, let us alfo 
value the good name of others. For the reputa- 
tzon ol your neighbor is as precious to him, as 
your s is to you. « As ye would that men Jhould 
do to yon, do ye even fo to them. Thou /halt net 
tear falfe witnefs againjl thy neighbor 



SERMON xx. 

On fpeaking the truth,—the vindication of 
the reputation of others,— forgivenefs of 
injuries,—cenforious judging,—kindnefs 
to the unfortunate,—the vindication of 
our own reputation,—the performance of 
promiles. 

Exodus xx. 16. 

'Thou jhalt not bear ■ falje nvitnefs again[l thy 
neighbor. 

N the preceeding difcourfe was fliewn the cri- 
. minal nature, and hurtful confecjuences of the 

fins prohibited, by this divine precept. What it 
condemns, is fummarily comprized in the vices & 
crimes of perjury, lying, detraction and flander. 
i mail now point out the pofitive duties and vir¬ 
tues whicn it demands. Xhefe are all contained 
m the facred obligations of truth, in all our con¬ 
versation with mankind. As this law condemns 
all ralienood and diffimulation, it forcibly de¬ 
mands the univerfal praftice of truth and fmce- 
nty. 

Mankind are facredly obliged to fpeak the 
m r. to, and of each other. The reafon of this 

nor; 
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appears, in that the filtered and happinefs of man 
kind., depend upon the confidence which they re 
pofe in each other’s words and promifes. The 
chriftian religion forcibly inculcates this du¬ 
ty of the moral law. “ Wherefore laying afide 
all evil ipeaking, fpeak truth every man with his 
neighbor. Speak not evil one of another. What- 
foever things are true,—think on thefe things.” 

t ■ , 

2. We are bound to adhere to the truth, when 
called to fpeak of the character of our neighbor., 
and in cur vindication of him. We are com¬ 
manded not to hate our brother in our heart; but 
to love him as ourfelves. This love is fhewn, by 
giving him all fuitable refpeft for his virtuous 
and uleful deeds, and in vindicating his good 
name f; rom reproach 

A great incitement to calumniators,topropzr- 
gate evi! reports of others, is the patience and 
willingnefs with which perfons liften to Hander- 
ous reports. This difpofition, too natural, alas, 

4 to the depraved heart, arifes from a wifh to pull 
down others, to a level with themfelves, and to 
have themfelves held in greater efteem. But the 
Derlbn who fears and loves God, knows his own 
many failings, and will not take pleafure in the 
failings of others, nor in fa lie and fufpicious re¬ 
ports concerning them. The generous and pious 
perfon will frown upon the tale-bearer. 44 As the 
north wind driveth away rain, fo doth an angry 
countenance a back-biting’ tongue.” A good man, 
will be flow to believe unfavorable reports of his 
neighbor. He will rejoice to hear him well ipo* 
ken of; he will grieve to hear any thing to his 
disadvantage. He will put the mofr favorable con* 
drufiioa on his words and conduct. He will not 
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exaggerate his faults; u for charity is kind, and 
thinkech no evil, but rejoiceth in the truth.” If 
we cannot fpeak in commendation of another*, 
it is a good rule to be filent. 

3. This law obliges us to bury in oblivion the 
fins of others, after they have repented of them, 
and made fatisfa&ion. Their faults fhould be 
forgotten, as tho* they had never been. The di¬ 
vine mercy towards us, teaches us fo to do, to¬ 
wards our fellow men. God is gfacioufly pleafed 
on our repentance, to pardon and blot out our 
fins. Ke will not fuffer them to rife to fliame or 
condemn us. They are faid to be caft behind the 
back, and buried in the depths of the lea. And 
“ except ye in like manner forgive men their 
trefpaffes, neither will your father in heaven forgive 
your trefpafles.” Hour gracious Lord thus freely 
forgives us, the debt often thoufand talents, (hall we 
be unforgiving to our fellow offenders ? ihe for- 
givenefs of injuries from the heart, is that amia¬ 
ble temper which the gofpei breathes, and that 
charity which hides a multitude of faults. 

We are obliged to (hew our regard to truth, 
and to our offending neighbor, by tunable endea¬ 
vors, in the fpirit of meeknefs and love, to reclaim 
him Thus to deal with an offender is the moft 
likely way to bring him to confideration, and re¬ 
pentance ; and thus to fave him from the condem¬ 
nation of his fin. In this wav a perfon may be moft 
ferviceable to another, in the concerns of his heft 
interefts, and his temporal and eternal happinefs. 
For “ he who conveneth one from the error of 
his way, (hall fave a foul from death, and hide a 
multitule of fins.” 

4. This law obliges us to fhun pafiing a fever e 
L i f 
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judgment upon others, or rafhly condemning any 
“ Judge not that ye be not judged, Tud*f2 
thing before the time.” No perfon can be law. 
lady judged or condemned, without clear ev: 
dence of guilt. When guilt is evident, and the 

glory of God and the good of others make it ne 
cei ary that tve expofe his fms, a facred regard 

• to truth obliges us on the one hand, not to en. 
.arge upon his faults and crimes, and on the other 
not to blue them. We are not to fuffer fin upon 
a brother j but our motives in reproving or con- 
demning him, fhou.d be pure, and the neceflity e- 
vident. Remembering that we alfo are in the 
bouy, . and that we are chargeable with faults 
and crimes, againft God and men, for which we 
need forgivenefs. c 

5 Ihis precept obliges us to fhew kindnefs to 

fhwf"’ aKu,thfau.We t£*e no P^afure in the in. 
™I(‘es;n fa,lhnf o{ ^y. To make others 
the fubje£t,pf ridicule and contempt, on account 
of any natural infirmity, either mental or bodily 
vhich j:fcey may labor under, is cruel and impi! 
ous\ ,!t. 1S an injury to the perfon, becaufe it is 
not in his power to remedy the defed ; it is impi. 
ous> as lC IS a vefledion on the creator. “ Whn 
maiteth thee to differ from another, and what haft 
tnou, thatthou has not received?” The profane 
youth of Bethel once ridiculed the holy prophet 
.^yah, on account of this baldnefs; and theMoft 
r.igh relented the indignity, and beafts of prey 
were commiffioned to tear them in pieces. \ 

6. 1 ruth and juftice alfo require that we vin¬ 
dicate our own reputation from detradion and 
flander. A fair character is a pofleffion next in 
v^lue to life ltfelf. It is every performs duty to 
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obtain and poflefs this treafure. It is acquired 
by a uniform life of virtue ; by the facred ob- 
fervance of truth and fincerity; and perfever- 
ance in benevolent and ufeful deeds towards men, 
and piety towards God, 

He will poffefs this treafure, more precious 
than rubies, who “ fpeafcs the truth in his heart: 
who does to others, as he would that others ihould 
do to him : who does juftly, loves mercy, and 
humbly walks with God.” 

There is among mankind fuch a refped for a 
truly virtuous charader, that altho’ forne worth- 
lefs perfons may envy, and others defame, ye^ 
the man who is uniformly good, will be efteemed 
and refpeded. While the vicious and profane 
hate his virtues, they reverence his principles of 
aclion. By the bleffing of God, every man may 
attain to a fair reputation. It depends not on 
greatnefs of genius, or learning, or wealth or 
wot Idly diftindions; but on integrity and bene¬ 
volence towards men, and piety towards God, 
1 he moll virtuous charadersare fometimes found, 
among the poor of this world, and oftener than a- 

, mong the rich. Poverty is more friendly to vir¬ 
tue than opulence. Many of the ancient faints, 
of whom the world was not worthy, were poorl 
They were dekitute, affiided, tormented. They 
took patiently the fpoiling of their goods, know- 
ing that in heaven they had enduring fubftance, 
?}*% cn^ Perfe^ pattern of goodnels, that ever 
bleued the dwellings of men, and in whom the 
perfedion of every virtue dwelt, was poor. He 
voluntarily cnofe the condition cf virtuous pover- 
1 y* ^ Ifie fon of man had not where to lay his 
fiedd. Jefus is the rich and the poor man’s pat- 
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tern, in every amiable and ufefui accomplish¬ 
ment. His followers, tho’ poor in this world, if 
rich in faith, and the chriftian virtues, are heirs 
to a kingdom, glorious and unfading. They 
arfe blefled who imitate him ; who have the fame 
mind in them, which was alfo in him. Who 
walk as he walked in truth and fincerity, and in 
all the duties of righteous and piety. Perfons 
of this chara&er will be refpeded and loved, by 
wife and good men, and reverenced by the wick¬ 
ed, whatever their worldly condition may be. 

Honor and fhame from no condition rile, 
‘‘ Ad well your part, there all the honor lies,5* 

v •» « • 4 . • 

Though the virtuous poor may be hidden from 
the obfervation of the world, they are feen by 
that omnilcient judge who approves and will re¬ 
ward them openly. It is ihe duty of a good man, 
by juft and lawful means to defend and vindicate 
his reputation, from falfehood and flander. A 
facred adherence to truth, is as neceffary in the 
vindication of his own as of his neighbor’s cha- 
rafter. Saint Paul, when falfely accufed of the 
Jews, defended himfelf before king Agrippa. u I 
think myfeif happy, king Agrippa, that I may an- 
fwer for myfeif* touching the things, whereof I 
am accufed of the Jews.” And his vindication 
terminated in his honor, and the confufion of his 
accufers. And when his enemies at Corinth, 
labored to leffen him in the efteem of his brethren 
there, as a peifon of inferior accomplifhments; 
he modeftly commends himleli; but laments that 
he is compelled to the difagreeable talk. 44 I am 
become a fool in glorying,'but ye have compelled 
me. hor 1 ought to have been commended of 
3 ou2 for in nothing am I behind the very chiefeft 



iipoftles, tho* I be nothing. But by the grace of 

God I am what I am. 

Although it be a fmall matter to a virtuous 
nians to be judged by a cenforious world, )et does 
his duty to God, and juftice to himfelf, render 
the vindication of himfelf riecefiary, becaufe the 
honor of God and of religion, is connected witti 
the unblameable lives of the profeffors oi goda- 
nefs, and becaufe. a fair character is neceffary to 
their ufcfulnefs. And that others feeing their 
good works may glorify their father in heaven. 
By the eftablifhment of a good name, by worthy 
deeds, the fphere of a man’s ufcfulnefs is enlarg¬ 
ed, and mankind benefited by his good works 

and good example. 

Thus are perfons obliged to guard againfl e- 
very thing which brings a juft reproach on their 
character,—to be very tender or the reputation 
of others,-— zealoufly defending the injured,—3 
frowning upon the flanderer, and thole who are 
pleafedwith malicious reports,and when injured 
themfelves, to pfe all fuitable means in their own 

vindication. 

Let me add, that it is finful for a perfon to 
bear falie witnefs again!! himfelf. 1 his perfons 
may do, by accufing themfelves of things of which 
they are not guilty, and by needlefsly expofing 
their own fecret faults and infirmities, which do 
not concern their fellow men. 

7. This precept obliges men to perform all 
lawful proxnifes. As men place dependence on 
the promifes of each other, the nonperformance, 
k an injury to the party, and a violation of truth. 
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• ^ ftiould no more be broken, than oaths and 
wrirten contraQs. A confcientious perfon will 
perlorm his promile, tho’ it be to his hurt. The 
virtuous and generous man will not however, ex- 
att the fulfilment of a promife, when it cannot 
be done without great detriment to the promifer, 
nd especially when the good promifed or an e- 

quivalent, is not attainable. 

There are fome things indifferent in their na- 
tUrre’.m which a promife may be made, or pur- 
pofe intended, and in which others cannot be in- 
jured, by withholding or varying the perform- 
ance. There are alfo conditional promifes be- 
ween men, m which the performance of the con¬ 

dition, by the one party, binds the other to per¬ 
form the promife. And on the other hand, the 
failure pf the condition, liberates the promifer 
from the obligation of his promife. 

' ' . l - * . • !' ' * \ X 

Jr is the characler of a good man, that tho’ he 
promifes to his hurt, he will perform his promife. 
iho temptations to violate a promife, made to 
one s detriment, are powerful to plead in excufe, 
for a fai.ure in performance, no temptations, how- 
ever, can juftify a failure in things lawfully pro- 
miled. Jior every failure is a violation of truth. 

There are feveral inflances, recorded in the 
facred writings, of virtuous ar.d pious perfons, 
uttering falsehood, and pra&ifing the arts of diffi- 
m mat ion. ri hefe infiances Ihew the imperfeftion 
of human virtue, amidft the darknefs and tempta¬ 
tions of the prefent fiate of guiit and depravity. 
J hey are recorded, not for our imitation but for 
cur warning, j ;;e facred volume begins, with 
an account of the falfehood pf die original pa- 
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tents of the human race, immediately on their 
tranfgreffion; tempted thereto by the malicious 
arts of the father of lies, who was a murderer 
from the beginning, and abode not in the truth. 

Ihe infpired writers of the facred fcriptures, 
have recorded the faults and crimes of the molt 
eminent peribns, and their own. This is a proof 
of great honefty and impartiality, in thofe wri¬ 
ters, and that they were guided in what they 
wrote, by the divine fpirit. They give glory to 
God, who pardons the fins of his people, and con- 
fefs their own guilt, that the riches of grace in 
their forgivenefs, may be magnified. From the 
charge of falfehood, the great and good charac¬ 
ter of the patriarch Abraham, 'is not whollv ex¬ 
empted. Thro’ fear of death in Egypt, on ac¬ 
count of his amiable Sarah, he denied her to be 
his wife, and called her his filter. The like fault 
we find in ois fon Ifaac. The ftratagem of Jacob 
and his motner Rebecca, to circumvent Efau and 
deceive the aged parent, is a complication of 
falfehood. God overruled their condu£t therein, 
to accompliffi his own divine purpofes, towards 
their descendants. Although God had decreed 
the bleffing to Jacob, yet this did not exculpate 
him, in the ufe of unlawful means to obtain it. 
The in id wives of Egypt, to fave the lives of the 
male children of Ifrael, madeafalfe report to the 
king. God blefled and built up their families, 
not becaufe they had fpoken falfely, but for their 
kindnefs to his people. The penitent Rahab of 
Jericho, who had been an harlot, but who obtained 
the grace of forgivenefs, is ranked by the 
among the worthies who died in faith. She was 
guilty of falfehood, in her attempt to conceal the 
fpies, who fled to her houfe for protection. She 
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is commended for her faith and for receiving the 
fpies; but not for her faliehood, in concealing 
them. Samfon, another of the ancient worthies, 
was guilty of falfehoodin anfwer to the inqui¬ 
ries of his enemies, into the caufe of his great 
ftrength. The embaffadors of Gibeon, who fu- 
edfor peace, were chargeable with great diffitnu- 
lation. To preferve life, they were tempted to 
utter falfehood. 

We difcover falfehood in Jonathan, the amia¬ 
ble friend of the fon of Jefle, wrhen his father 
Saul fought his life. Jonathan excufed his ab- 
fenee by a falfehood. The like diffimulation and 
falfehood we alfo find in David, when he fied for 
his life to Ahimeleck the prieft, and to Achilh 
kingol Gath. 

The infiances of falfehood in good men, re¬ 
corded in the bible, were principally in cafes in 
which life was in danger, and the fear of death 
overcame for a time, a juft fenfe of the facred ob¬ 
ligations of truth. Some of them afterwards 
fuffered for their falfehood, and all repented of the 
fin. 

« 

Some reflections will conclude this difcourfe. 

i. Let us habitually cultivate in our hearts a 
principle of love and loyalty to God, as the mod 
efficacious motive to the facred obfervance of 
truth, and fincerity, in all our converfation with 
mankind. Thou, O Lord, defireft truth in 
the inner parts. The eyes of the Lord are upon 
the truth. 55 Impreffed with a lively fenfe of the 
divine omnifcience, we fhall do no injuftice 
knowingly to men. Let us not violate facred 

«' 
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truth, though tempted by the moft flattering prof- 
pefts of wealth, honor or life. For he who a- 
poftatizes from truth and a good confcience, to 
fave life, fhall lofe it. Let it be the rule & rnea- 
fure of all our words and aftions. Let a c^Qh“ 
deration of the odious nature, and hurtful effects 
of falfehood, guard us from this fin, and excite 
to a watchfulnefs over the thoughts, that we of¬ 
fend not with our tongue. 

A ft . ; 
2. The impreffions of kindnefs and charity 

towards our fellow men, will reftrain the tongue 
from injury. When duty calls to fpeak of the 
ill deeds of others, or to hear them fpoken of, let 
us confider what we (hould reafonably with, were 
we in their condition ; and praCtife upon that juif 
and benevolent rule of religion, as ye would 
that men fhould do to you, do ye even fo to 
them.” Let not prejudice, fear or partiality, 
tempt us, at any time, to deviate from the line 
of truth and reCiitude. Let us ever difcuunten- 
ance the vice of (lander, and (top our ears to the 
language of detraction \ and avoid the company 
of thofe, who propagate idle tales, to the preju¬ 
dice of their neighbor. If any have been guilty 
of this heinous offence, let them ferioufly re fled’ 
on the injury, which they have done to others. 
If by the fuggeftions of the father of lies, and the 
depravity of their own hearts, any have railed 
groundlefs reports againd their neighbor, let them 
take all fuitable methods to repair the injury. 
Let them follow the fcandal, winch they have pro¬ 
pagated, through all its windings, and unfay and 
contradict it, and make reparation. Let the of¬ 
fender look forward to that folemn day, when 
for every idle & falfe word, he mud give account 
to God, M m 



As motives preventive of this vice, let Be men. 

breach of fricrtdB^r 13 the way to w!den the eacft li rriendfliip between men, and increafe 

friehds'"”'A f A talc bearer feparateth chiefetl 
I,, * regard for an offending brd. 
ther will drfpofe us, in the fpirit of meeknel fo 

endeavour to reform him from his fauhs 'but 
flander tends to create them. It eacites thl re- 

oSer! °f b0““the inj“'ed> a“d *e 
w 

Give praife where it is due ; and be as readv 
to commend another, for his good deeds, as to 
cenfure him, for thofe which are evil. If he per 
fon is guilty of the fin, of which you accufe ifim 
remember that you alfo are an offender : that you 
have fins lying upon your confidence, perhaps un- 
repented 01, greater than thofe, for whiclf vou 
condemn him. Do you not need mercy and for- 

hrmh5S/rAiniG°d’ 38 We!1 as y°ur offending 
brother . And can you perfwade yourfelf that 
your offences are lefs than his, becaufe they are 
yours ? If the fin which you charge upon another 
is falfe and groundlefs, your fin is the greater, bt’ 
came you condemn the innocent* 

Let us guard agamfl: that foolilh talking 
whicu fports with the reputation and happinefs of 
others. He who fodoes, is compared to a mad 

3 wh° ca?? abroad fire-brands, arrows and 
cea.h. Tho it is mirth to the fcoffer, it is the 
occafion of grief to the injured. To guard againft 
the evils condemned by this law, we are to Vac- 
:e tha‘^Jncenty, opennefs and integrity, which 

TSim0pp0fed guile’ hyP°crify and falfehood. 
What a worthy commendation does Jefus give 
of one of his difciples, “ behold aa Ifraelite in! 
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deed, in whom is no guile.” Let us flrive, firs, 
to obtain this worthinefs of character. 

«’ * i ,1 ■*“ 4 *» • * 

If you have deferved reproach, receive and im¬ 
prove it 3s an admonition to repent and reform \ 
and go and fin no more. Thus ydu will make an 
enemy, the inftrument of your fpiritual advantage 
and falvation. If you are innocent, pity the offen¬ 
der, and let the reproach ferve as a guard againft 
all juft occafions of offence. 

If you fuffer reproach for doing your duty to 
Ood and mankind, dare to be lingular in your 
adherence to the caufe of religion, and in the 
midft of mockery and perfecution, meekly bear 
the fhame. Let your example be the mebk and 
patient Jefus, 44 who when he was reviled, revil¬ 
ed not again, when he fuffered he threatened not,” 
His fuffering followers, he will reward with eter¬ 
nal honors. 14 Gaft not away your confidence 
in him, for ye have need of patience that after ye 
have done the will of God, ye might receive the 
promife.^ If you meet with oppofition from this 

quarter in the progrefs of your falvation, meet it 
with fortitude 5 humbly depending on the grace 
or Chrift, who for us, fuffered without the gate ; 
And go forth, therefore, unto him without the 
camp, bearing his reproach.” 

Our Lord Jefus Chrift, is called the faithful 
and the true witnefs, becaufe he declared to men 
the counfel of God, and made known all things 
neceffary to our faith and pratlice, with plainnefs, 
faithfulnefs and truth. In him was no guile. He*" 
witneffeda good confeffion before Pontius Pilate, 
faying> To this end was I born, and for this 
caufe, came I into the world, that I fhould bear 
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witnefs to the truth?’ He died a martyr to the 
truth ; and hath faid, “ every one that is of the 
truth heareth my voice.” From his blefled king¬ 
dom of truth and holinefs, “ whofoever loveth 
and maketh a lie,” will be forever excluded. 

f i \ • - ■ 

Awful will be the final doom of falfe-fwear- 
ers, liars and the perjured. They will be con¬ 
demned to the lake of fire and brimltone, kind¬ 
led by the breath of incenfed juftice. But the 
everlafting bkflednefs and glories of heaven, will 
be given to him that fpeaketh the truth in his 
heart, who loves God with all the heart, and his 
neighbor as himfelf, and is true and faithful to 
men. “ Lord, who /hall abide in thy tabernacle ? 
,\Vho /hall dwell in thy holy hill ? He that walk- 
eth uprightly, and worketh righteoulnefs, and 
fpeaketh the truth in his heart.” 

Finally, hr ether n, whatfoever things are true, 
ivhatfoever things are honejl, ivhatfoever things are 
juft, whaifoever things are pure, whatfoever things 
are lovely, whatfoever things are of good report, if 
there be any virtue, if there be any praife, think on 
thefe things. ■ ' 

A M E N. 



SERMON xxi. • 

The nature and guilt of covetoufnefs. 

Precept tenth, 

Exodus xx, 17. 

thou [hall not covet thy neighbor's houfe, ihoujhalt 
not covet thy neighbor's ivife> nor his man fervant, 
nor his maid fervant, nor his cx, nor his afs, nor 

any thing that is thy neighbor's. 

npHIS is the iaft precept of the moral law. The 
J[_ four preceeding, reipe&the life, the chaftity, 

the property and the reputation of our fellow men. 
There is a ftriking gradation in the arrangement 
of the duties and virtues of this fecond table of the 
law. The greater crimes are firft prohibited, and 
the obligation of the higher duties implied. And 
the prohibition ol thefe crimes, and the obligati- 
ons of the oppofite duties and virtues, are wifely 
laid on the foundation of filial obedience ; which 
is the firft law of duty towards mankind. For 
the virtue of iilial piety, prepares ttie fubject for 
•he faithful performance of all focial and relative 
duties. This tenth and lad precept is added as an 
appendix to the whole, and is a key to open and 
explain the fpirituality, the latitude and extent of 
the other precepts of this univerfal law._ “ Thou 
(halt not covet, any thing that is thy neighbor s. 
This precept relates immediately to the heart, and 
Ihews that this, and all the reft, are fpiritual as 
well as external. It ftrikes at the root of all evil 
in conduft towards our fellow men; for all evil 
originates in a felfifh and covetous principle, che- 
jifhed in the heart. We are hence taught the 

i 
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fpirituaHty, and perfeafon of the moral h,» ti. 
« refpeas the ftateei the mind 1 * 1 ha£ 
the paffionsardaffeaions anda !hfhg0fVerr!ment °f 
exercifes of the h<=u-r « ’ ,, a ,'^e ^acuhies and 
verfation. Onr * !* S as the e*teinal con- 
the Apoftle « Th* .Con.^rm.s,the declaration of 
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piiy the cafe with him, on whofe heart God’s ho- 
Ijf law operates in its fpirituality and purity. 

In the firft table of the law, the ever bleffed 
God is propofed to us, as the firft objeft of our 
thoughts, our love and obedience. And from 
the nature of the law, and the perfections of God, 
the father of our Ipirits, we tnuft infer that no du¬ 
ty can be acceptable with him, unlefs done from 
principle, or an habitual regard to him. And 
that his glory tnuft be the chief end of the obedi¬ 
ence of his creatures. The duties of the f'econd 
table, originate in the lame divine authority, and 
teach us, that they are to be performed by us, for 
his fake, or from a fincere regard to the divine 
authority. Thus truth and fincerity of heart are 
demanded, in ail the duties of piety towards God, 
and of righteoufnefs towards men. To him who 
keeps this laft: precept in fincerity, all the other 
duties of this table will be eafy. « Thou fhalt 
not covet.” 

I fhall, i. Explain the nature and extent of 
this prohibition, 

2. Recommend the virtue and duty of con¬ 
tentment. 

And laftly, the exercife of the benevolent and 
friendly affections towards our fellow men. 

Covetousness is a fordid, felfilhpaffion. It is an 
excefs of love and complacency in earthly ohjeCts, 
and a criminal defire to poffefs the things of others. 
Whoever ferioully conliders the evils attending 
this paflion, muff be convinced of the neceffity of 
a law to reftrain it. An infpired apoftle con- 
demos it, as “ the root of ail evil.” 



£88 
—rr -mi i n 

I or the mlleri^s which mankind bring upon 
themfelves and on others, by the crimes of injuf- 
tice, and unmercifulaefs ; the invafion of focial 
and civil rights, intemperance, lafcivioufnefs, con¬ 
tentions, robbery and war ; and the baniflirnent 
of the benevolent ade&ions from the human 
heart, may all be traced to the fin of coveting, or 
eagerly thirfiing after the goods and enjoyments 
of this life. rho* the text condemns coveting 
any thing that is out neighbor's, it does not con¬ 
demn lawfully defiring, or endeavors to obtain, 
lome things which are the property of others* 
Mankind are placed in a condition of mutual de- 
pendance, for jnany things neceffary to life and 
happinefs. This dependence is the fpring of all in- 
dultry and exertion, in every occupation. We 
lawfully drive to obtain by purchafe, the goods 
which others poflefs, and which we need. What 
is condemned, is the defire to poflefs thofe goods 
of others, which we cannot lawfully poflefs ; and 
which others cannot part with, without injury to 
themfelves. The crime forbidden, appears in 
finking colors, in a felftfh Ahab, coveting the 
vineyard of Naboth. * The latter refufed to 
part with fo valuable a patrimonyv the inheritance 
of his anceftors. But the avaricious monarch, 
inftigated by the criminal paffion of covetoufnefs, 
devifed means to accomplifh the death of an in¬ 
nocent man, and by force feized the poffeflion of 
his neighbour. For this crime, a prophet was 
divinely commiflloned, to pronounce upon him, 
an untimely death, and the wrath of God. 

A felfifh principle is^the fource of covetous de- 
fires. A covetous man views hiinfelf, as the on¬ 
ly object in the univerfe, whofe wiihes are to be 

* i Kings 21. 

* % 
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gratified. His foul is contracted and draws all 
things to itfelf. It is a ftranger to benevolence, 
and the tendernefs of fyrapathy. To correct and 
eradicate fo mean a principle, let the fubjed flrive 
to confider himfelf, but as a poor helpleis indivi¬ 
dual, in the great family of mankind. Let him 
place himfelf, as in the prefence of his creator, 
and a Ik himfelf, in what light he appears in the 
view ofthe uniY^rfal preferver and judge of his 
creatures $ and whether he has a right to claim 
greater favors, than myriads of his fellow men r 
A flight difcovery of his helplefs and dependent 
condition, and his unworthinefs of the leaft of the 
divine mercies, would reftrain thofe feififh and 
unreafonable defires, which grafp after the goods 
of others. But this view of himfelf, the covetous 
mortal has not. He imagines the w7orld made for 
his ufe, and ftrives to rife on thu ruin of others. 
He cares not who finks into poverty and wretch- 
ednefs, provided he may fwim in wealth; nor by 
whac means he gets poflfeffion of the goods of o» 
thers. Covetoufnefs is a criminal paffion, 

1. Because its tendency is deftruCtive to the 
interefts and happinefs of others. It difpofes a 
perfon to deprive another of his goods, without 
a juft equivalent, and thus reduce him to penury 
and wretchednefs. And when power is united 
with avarice, all within the reach of that power, 
will feel the efteds of this felfiih principle, for it 
produces injuftice, opprefiion & violence. Men 
have a legal right, by the laws of God and of fo 
ciety, to their own goods and enjoyments, but fo 
covet, or anxioufly define them, is to be unjuft & 
unmerciful to men. 

N n 



2. It is a temper andpraflice, dircftly oppoi 
ed tot t!“ «f God; For it is his pleafurethr 
mankind fhould poffefs and enjoy the bounties c 
his providence, and the fruits of their lawful in 
duury : but covetoufnefs oppofes this benevolen 
intention of the creator. It takes from another 
Wbat he claims by the beft title, even the law o 
the umvenai proprietor. 

, 3* It. is ahurful t0 hira who indulges it. 
it . deprives him ot contentment and peace of 
mmd ; fills the heart with reftlefs defires; and 
fets the invention at work to deprive others of 
their poffeffions unlawfully, and thus makes work 
10! iuch uneafy refle&ions, as effe&ually deftrov 
ah enjoyment. The thoughts are agitated, like 
tne reftlefs lea, and the foul laid open, to invite 
many fata! temptations. An increafe of wealth 
jnctcuks anxiety and cares. Our neceffary wants 
are few, and eafily fatisfied ; our fancied wants 
are many, and are never fupplied. 

kian wants but uttle here below, 
c‘ Nor wants that little lonm” 

O 

Why fhould we augment our burdens, by wilh- 
ing tor more, while travelling the journey of thi^ 
tranfitory life? We brought nothing into the 
world, and we can carry nothing out of it. The 
defire and purfuit of riches are lawful and lauda¬ 
ble, only when our governing motive is to do 
good ; or by them, to enlarge the fphere of ufe- 
fulneis. It is a low and criminal paffion which 
prompts men to acquire wealth, for the fake of 
wcahh j ana without the intention to employ it, 
to good and ufeful purpofes. The frowns of 
heaven are upon the acquifitions of the covetous, 
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who purfuc after wealth, for Its own fake. 46 As 
the fcorchingfun withers the grafs, and it periih- 
eth, fo alfo fhall the covetous man fade away 
in his ways.5* Vain is the defence of riches a- 
gainft the accidents of life, and the power of 
death. They avail not in the day o£ wrath. 
“ Their filver and their gold final! not be able to 
deliver them, in the day of the wrath of the Lord ; 
they .fhall not fatisfy their fouls, neither fill their 
bowels,35 The covetous perfon, is tormented 
with the malevolent paffion of envy,. He is envi¬ 
ous at the profperity of his neighbor 

L^t the experience of the wifefi and wealthieft 
of the fons of men., fatisfy ns, of the vanity and 
vexation, which attends the pnrfmt of riches, as 
the ohjea of the foul's felicity, Solomon fought 
iiappinefs in riches, and earthly ^goods, and en¬ 
joyments, But the purfuit was vain. He re* 
turned^ forrowful and difappomted. Each crea* 
tore faid, happinefs Is not in me. Let us hear his 
own account of the matter, 44 Ifaid, I will prove 
*hee, with mirth, therefore enjoy pie,afore ; and 
heboid, this aifo is vanity. I gave myfelf to wine 
and _merriment, I.made great troths.; I built 
homes and planted vineyards} I made me gar- 
uaiis and orchards, 1 got mefervants, and maidens» 
—I had great pofieflions of great and fmall cat- 
tie, and heaped up filver and golda I got men- 
lingers and women*fingers, and the delights of 
toe ions of men, mufical ieftmiaents^ and that 
or all forts } md whatsoever my eyes defired I 
kept not from them. 1 withheld not my heart from 
my joy. Then I looked upon all, and all was vanity 
and vexation offpiritj and there is no profit under 
me fan, Jfa&iedall my labor, fcecaitfel Jliowld leave 
it to the man taat Sioulcl be after avc:. & who know* 



cth whether he fliali be a wife man or a fool*-* 
Thefe concluding refleftions are the refult cf the 
large experience, of one, who was under the belt 
pcffible advantage to make the experiment ; and 
who deliberately went to work, to find all that fe¬ 
licity, which this world can give. Heinfcribes 
vanity and vexation on all things beneath the 
fun, purfued as an objedl, to fatisfy the immortal 
defires of the foul. And what can he do who 
cometh after the king ? But the objeft which he fo 
eagerly purfued, he found, where it is only to be 
found, in the love and fear of God. “ Let us, fay? 
he, hear the conclufion cf the whole matter, fear 
God, and keep his commandments, for this is the 
whole duty of man.” 

PepvSons are dire&ed to make fuitable provi- 
fion for this life, by diligence and, care in fome 
lawful calling ; fenfihle of dependence on God ; 
and to u ule this world as not abufing it, for the 
fafhion of this world pafle'th away.” 

The love of this world is criminal, where it 
hinders *he exercife of the duties of religion ; or 
makes the heart cold and indifferent towards 
them. When the higheft fatisfaftions arife from 
the poffeilions and pleafures of life, the gratifica¬ 
tion of the fenfes and appetites, and the applaufe 
of men. When thefe are valued and-fought af¬ 
ter, more than the loving kindnefs of God, and a 
conformity to him; when more pleafure is found 
in them, than in the conlolations of religion, in 
the worth p of God, his word and ordinances ; 
where performs experience little or no delight, in 
devout meditation on the perfections, works and 
providences of God ; or in drawing nigh to him, 
in devout prayer and praife ; then is the heart at- 



tached criminally to this world, and oppofed to 
God, and to its own true happinefs. Then does 
the heart go after its own covetoufnefs. And he 
that thus loveth the world fupremely, the love of 
the fathef is not in him. 

All the good which the world contains, is 
comprized by faint John, in three things, plecifurc, 
wealth and honor, by the name of the lufts of the 
flefh, the lulls of the eye, and the pride of life. 
The heart that is ardent in the purfuit of thefe, 
as its chief happinefs, is enmity with God. 

The man of this world, when invited to fur- 
render back his heart, which has wandered from 
God, as the diffipated prodigal from his father's 
houfe, forms many excufes. “ One goethto his 
farm, and another to his merchandize/* One to 
his worldly bufinefs, and another to his fenfual 
pleafures, and the foul perifhes with its perilhable 
riches. 

Let the conclufion of this difcourfe imprefs 
our minds with this truth, that the expectation of 
permanent happinefs, in the things of this life, is vain* 
The immortal mind mull look above and beyond 
this world, for this invaluable pearl. For that 
which is Ihort in duration, and uncertain in its 
ftay, as is the cafe with all things here, cannot 
give reft or peace, to the defires of the immortal 
mind. In the favor of God alone, (hall we find 
that bleffednefs, of which no accidents, nor life, 
nor death, nor things prefent, nor things to come, 
can deprive us. 

The happinefs of worldly men, is rather in 
appearance than real ; and a poor kind of happi- 
nefs at/btfh The crown of royalty is often a 
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ccqwb of thorns,, to him who wears it j-and the 
ootmch who, wields a fceptre, is left happy than 
n Pe5ant who guides the plow. All earthly 

jmg* changing, and tending to death. They 
Aik icon be to us, as, tho* they had never been, 
ihe good man, who hopes to fee a kingdom 
waeh can never be moved, would not wifh to 
feve here always. To be the fport ofunforefeen 
accvuents;; of expectations and difappointments ; 
m paim andpiealures ; of proflrate hopes and fa- 
5*inS.Fy| i ******tilat "late °f permanent reft and 
happineft, which our ever a&ive fpirits pant after. 
1 f ^ reft only m that peace, which arifes from a 

<* Pardon and reconciliation with 
God j ■ that peace, which paiTeth all underhand-. 
«%, becatffe the love of God is fhed abroad ia the 

Tat fluffing fcenes 'and forrows of life, are 
v«! e y and mercifully ordered, by our creator, to 
convince us that this is not our home ; and thus 
detach our minds from all fubiunary things, and 
devateour nobleft ambition, and fix our hopes 
beyond the Ikies. r 

Bxessed is the man, who overcomes, through 
the grace, of the iaviciir, the fordid love of rich* 
e.j.and of this tranfudry life; and who minds 
reugion now. T o him, the fa viour addreffes thefe 
comforting words, 45 He that overcometh fiiall 
luhent all things, and I will be his God, and he 
Hull be my fon,’* 

, fdemn caution which is given us in 
uns precept, be continually impreffed cn all our 
yc.nds, Itit at- any tune our fc hearts be overcharg- 
v-1 vivu ttiS cares of this the flatterinsrpro!- 



petls of pieafure, or the amufing charms of 4% 
world, and drown the good impreffioris of ihe 
holy law of God, and the gofpel of his fon, <ai 
our minds. 

Shall we pant alter the perishable goods of 
this life, and turn our back upon heavenly riches ? 
Shall we fondly hug the phantoms of happmtfs, 
which die in our embrace, and fooliflily call them 
our portion ? Shall we build fubftantial dwellings 
on the moving fands, and ftormy feas ? Let m 
ra,ther, with humble & perfevering ardor, breathe 
after that never ending happinefs, which Hows 
from the love of God, reconciled thro5 our LoM 
Jefus Chrift. 

i he fhortneCs of-our tittie4*o prepare for hea^ 
\^en, ought to excite our -moil earneft foiicitnde^ 
that we may obtain ih^etemal world. That 
you may obtain, let me., firs, invite you to lvinr5 
who has purchased heaven for you, and who with 
until terable corapaffion add relies you, fayinpg 

^onie unt0 me5 and I will give you reft. He 
tnat corneth unto me fhall never hunger, and he 
that beljeveth on me iQhail never thiiiL55 Jf Sal¬ 
vation is loft, through a criminal love of this 
wcild, ihe finner's choice will be without excufe,, 
and his condemnation without remedy# 

yA|DING a5 gate of death, and enteritis 
on the mores of eternity’s vaft, unbounded ocean 
how trifling, will all the goods of this life then 
appear, to you, firs, to me, and to all the Tons ©1 
men. for tnat awful and glorious period, 
we 3ii now be preparing and prepared, and fed 
nrlt the kingdom of God and his righteoufhefs 
Provide for yourfelvss treafun ' ’ in 

t? > 
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fadeth not ; where no covetous dehres artfe ; where 
no opprejfor comes ; and where neither moth nor 
vuft corrupteth. 

A M E N. 

amt®. 



SERMON XXII. 

The virtue and duty of Contentment. 

Exodus xx, 17. 

Thou Jhalt not Covet. 

THE virtue of contentment, is oppofite to the 
vice of covetoufnefs. Let us now attend 

io the nature and duties of this amiable virtue. 

Contentment has its feat in the mind. It 
is a fatisfadion with our condition, as ordered by 
God’s providence. It is a virtue which refpeds 
principally our circumftances in life. It is a free¬ 
dom from diftreffing care and anxiety, to alter 
our condition ; and contains a cheerful refigna- 
tion, and grateful acquiescence, in the diftribu- 
tions of divine providence. It is a virtue which 
depends not on external appendages. Whether 
we are poor or rich, in eafe or pain, in company 
or folitude, in elevated ftations, or the humble 
walks of life. It is not in the power of earthly 
fcenes, to give or take it away. For true con¬ 
tentment arifes from a higher fource than this 
world’s enjoyments. It fprings from a firm trufi 
in God, and a humble grateful fenfe of depen¬ 
dence, and unwofthinefs of the divine mercies. 
Several confiderations may be fuggeftedtoefiabiii 
incur fouls the divine virtue of contentment,, & 
to excite us to a daily cultivation of its pleafant 
and profitable duties. As 

. God is the munificent giver 
0 o 

" • • i*' 
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poffefs or enjoy, from him we receive the bene- 
fit Oi exiflence, and all thofe circumftances which 
make it definable and happy. His rich gifts are 
to be received with gratitude. In his air we 
breathe, his foil gives us bread, his fun warms, 
the fleeces of his flocks clothe us, and from his 
lorefts we are provided with convenient dwellings. 
He continues to us the bounties of his providence, 
and us in the enjoyment of them. “ In God we 
Jive and move and have our being.” Whether 
God gives us little or much of this world’s good, 
contentment and gratitude is demanded of us! 
“ Be content with fuch things as ye have, for he 
hath faid I will never leave thee, nor fcrfake 
thee.” The providence of God is engaged to 
fupply our real wants. “ The eyes cf all wait 
upon thee, and thou fatisfieft the defire of every 
living thing. 

2. We are unworthy of the mercies of God, 
and cannot claim any good thing which he be¬ 
llows. Our mercies flow from his loveran plea- 
fure. As we are finners we have made ourfelves 
unworthy cf them. The iupreme Jehovah need¬ 
ed not creatures, to increale his own eternal hap- 
pinefs. To communicate happinefs to them, he 
was pleafed to bring them into exiflence. We 
have ungratefully rebelled againfl: him, and ren- 
dered ourfelves the objettsof his righteous judg¬ 
ments. But inflead of judgments, mercies are 
Jhowered down upon us. Every favor man en¬ 
joys, is more than he deferttes. A fenfe of un« 
worthinefs, and of the divine goodnefs, will ex¬ 
cite gratitude, contentment and peace in every 
ingenuous mind. In this frame was the patriarch 
Jacob, who, on the recollection of the part mer¬ 
cies of God, and a lively fenfe of the prefent. 

» 
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exclaims, “ O Lord, I am not worthy of all the 
mercies and all the truth which thou haft Ihewed 
unto thy fervant.” 

3. Multitudes of our fellow men, as good 
or better than ourfelves, are not fo well provided 
for: While we are in health ; others are fick ; 
while we are fick and accomodated ; others are 
fickand deftitute: whilewehavefood& cloathing; 
others fuffer with hunger and nakednefs : while 
we are bleffed' with reafon, kindred and friends; 
others are deprived of their underftanding,orhave 
loft their deareft friends by death : while we en¬ 
joy the advantages and comforts of focia|sand ci- 
vil life; others are pining in flavery and bondage : 
while we enjoy the bleffed light of the gofpel, 
and means of falvation j others are wandering in 
the darknefs of paganifm, without God, and hav¬ 
ing no hope in the world. When we fuffer, we 
are to confider that others have alfo fuffered as 
great or greater trials : and alfo that God can 
fuftain and comfort us, in the greateft. We are 
to remember that the hand of God, who does all 
things well, is in every affliction ; and that it 
might have been much worfe with us, than it is. 
Better perfons, the objects of heaven’s peculiar 
care and kindnefs, have endured greater trials. 
Many ancient faints, of whom the world was not 
worthy, were deftitute, afflicted, tormented ; yet 
did contentedly bear the fpoiling of their goods. 
Call to recollection the condition of Jefus, who 
was emphatically a man of forrows, and yet per¬ 
fectly refigned, and ever contented. Unparalleled 
fufferings he endured for you ; but your$ are all 
merited. As no murmuring or difcontentment 
was found in him, in his great trials, let none be 
indulged by you. In his fuperior forrows forge? 



your own ; for your$ are infinitely lefs than your 
deferts. 

4. Contentment is neceffary to our happi- 
nefs. It is indeed but another name for happi- 
nefs. It is attended with peace of mind. Satis¬ 
fied with the difpenfations of providence, the 
mind enjoys peace. Serenity reigns within. The 
foul that is pleafed with the ways of God, all 
whofe ways are right, and difmiffes all anxious 
conceals for the perifhabie goods of life, poffeffes 
happihefs, which others vainly feek,in theincreafe 
of wealth. 

“ Content is wealth, the riches of the mind: 
<c And happy he who can that treafure find. 

But the Dare mifer ftarves amid his ftore, 
Broods on his gold, and griping (till at more, 

ct Sits fadly pining, and believes he’s poor*” 

5. Contentment is neceffary to ufefulnefs. 
As the contented perfon is prepared to obey God 
acceptably, he is prepared to ferve his generation 
ufefuliy. The contented man feeks and purfues 
lawful and laudable means, to advance his own 
belt interefts and happinefs; and he will alfo 
purfue the fame, to promote the good of his 
neighbor. The difcontented perfon is a trouble 
to himfelf,and toothers: but the contented are 
pleafed with themfelves, and with others. He 
who would have friends, muft fhew himfelf friend¬ 
ly And the example and labors of fuch, are 
Bioft likely to be good and ufeful to mankind. 

6. G reat profit and advantage arifes from the 
practice of this virtue. The contented mind en¬ 
joys a feafl w hich never cloys. It finds arguments 
for gratitude and praife to God, in ail poflible cir* 

» 
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euraftances, and efpecially at every frefh inftance 
of divine bounty. The chriftian lives in charac- 
ter, who habitually cultivates this virtue. He will 
fweetly experience the truth of the decS3i«tion o. 

the apoftle, that “ godlinefs with contentment, 

is great gain.’* 

7. The confideration of the fhortnefs of the 
time that we have to live, Ihould be a motive to 
cultivate the virtue of contentment, with our 
worldly condition. Why (houid we be very anx¬ 
ious about what we fhall leave fo loon ? While 
we are in this world, the good providence of God 
will take care of us. The part which we are to 
ad on the theatre of life is afligned us, and we 
fhall find fupport in the way of our duty. And 
he who confides in God will never be confounaedo 

Tho* our condition in the world may be mean 
and poor, and our hopes cut oft by unfeen caiuai- 
ties, let us ever bear in mind, that this is not oui 
reft, and that the fcene will foon be changed. 
God’s good providence may give us to fee better 
days. Let hope and truft in God, bear up our 
fpirits, and animate our refolutions in duty. Let 
us remember, that at death, and in the future 
world, it will not be of any confequ^nce to us, 
what our worldly condition has been ; whether 
we were once rich or poor, honorable or diftio- 
norable, the companions of princes or peafants; 
for death levels all diftinaions. The only inqui¬ 
ry, which will then greatly concern us, will be, 
whether we have done well, as the children, fer- 
vants and friends of our God and Saviour. Po¬ 
verty and affliaions are among the inftrumental 
means of grace, and are oftimes fanaified, to the 
fpiritual and eternal happinefs cf thofe who are 
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iuujeded to them. This confideration Ihould 
excit^ the earneft defires of the afflided and poor 
o* this world, after thofe durable riches, which the 
iaviour gives to the humble and poor in fpirit. 

• he light aflhaions of this prefent time, are 
not worthy to be compared with the glory to be 
revealed.” An increafe of wealth is attended 
with temptations ; and particularly the dangerous 
one of withdrawing the heart from God, and the 
interefts of eternity. Mankind are inclined to truft 
in riches, as their defence and confidence ; there¬ 
fore we find repeated folemn cautions, in the book 
of God, again!! the ardent purfuit and love of 
them. “ If riches increafe, fet not thy heart up- 
onthem” 1 hey fometimes part the foul from 
Chriit; aswefeein the inftance of theyoungruler, 
whom Jefus kindlyinvited to follow him, with the 
affurance, that he fhoUld have a treafure in hea¬ 
ven. But he went away forrowful, becaufe he 
was rica. ^ Alarming to thofe, whofe hearts are 
abforbed in the love of this world, is the remark 
which the divine faviour makes, on that occafion. 
" How hardly ftall they that have riches enter in¬ 
to the kingdom of heaven.” For to ufe a fami¬ 
liar proverb, “ it is eafier for a camel to'go thro’ 
the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter 
into the kingdom of God.” 

Great gain is fecured to thofe in whom are 
united godlinefs with contentment. The gain fe¬ 
cured by the union of thefe divine virtues, are fpi- 
ritual and eternal riches. And this is gain fuited 
to the tafte, and worthy of the purfuit, of the im¬ 
mortal mind. And of this gain, neither life nor 
death, nor things prefent, nor things to come, 
can deprive the happy fuhjeft. For the favor of 
God is an eternal inheritance, and the happinefs 
of heaven, never fading treafures. 

M 
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A good or ill improvement of wealth, depends 
Upon the difpofition of the poffeflbr. An increafe 
of riches, alters not the difpofition of the conten¬ 
ted man, except, as it gives him opportunity to 
gratify his benevolent feelings, by enlarging the 
fphere of his ufefulnefs. For riches are defirabie 
only as a means of doing good. Should they in¬ 
creafe or abate, his mind is fitted to his condition, 

• and accommodates itfelf to the alteration of his cir- 
cumftances. His heart is not proudly elevated 
with profperity, nor meanly depreffedin adverfity. 
He makes not gold his confidence ; bur the lov¬ 
ing kindnefs of the Lord is his mod defirable por¬ 
tion, But on the other hand the evils of difeon- 
tentment are many. They may be traced up to 
the fources of pride, felfiftmefs and unbelief. 

i. Pride is a fruitful fourceofdifcontentment^ 
From this evil principle, originate rebellious 
murmurings againft adverfe providences, and en¬ 
vious emotions of foul at the profperity of others, 
and covetous defires to poffefs others goods. Inftead 
of rejoicing, it grieves at their happinefs. Actu¬ 
ated by this malignant principle, the proud fpirit 
drives to rife and aggrandize itfelf, at the expence 
of the interefls and happinefs, of his neighbor. 
This haughty fpirit of proud difeontent, is to be 
fubdued by the cultivation of a meek and humble 
temper, and a difpofition to comport with the 
flation, and condition afligned, by a wife provi¬ 
dence. 

The proud perfon is forever difeontented. and 
expofed to many mortifications. He is impelled 
to live beyond his circumftances, and to draw ad¬ 
miration by the vain parade of life. Let pride 
and tram glory be n\ortified, by that humblenefs 
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of mind, which is amiable in the view of the 
world, and “ in the fight of God, of great price. 
God exalteth the humble, and abafeth the proud.” 

2. Selfiflinefs is another fource of difcontent- 
ment. It is a principle which engroffes every 
thing to itfelf, and like the circling whirlpool, 
draws all things to its own centre. It grafps after 
the goods of others ; is not fatisfied with compe- 
tency ; but labours to poffels what it cannot en¬ 
joy. Like the grave it is never fatisfied. How 
did difcontent rankle in the felfilh bread of Ha- 
man ? Tho* elevated to all the honors of a royal 
court, he was mod unhappy, becaufe Mordecai 
refufed him a fervile bow. To what extremes of 
injudice and cruelty, did his felfilh difcontent 
tranfport him, when, to gratify it, he fought to de- 
ftroy a whole nation ? But the judice of heaven 
fometimes interpofes, to punilh the flagitious 
crimes of individuals, in this life ; that others 
may hear and fear. The crafty are caught by their 
own devices, and the ruin which they meditated 
for others, comes upon their own head. 

3. Disbelief of God’s governing providence, 
is a fource of difcontentment. Unbelief is blind 
to that liberal hand of the munificent parent of 
the Univerfe, that pours in rich profufion, his 
bounties upon his creatures ; who caufes the fun 
to rife, and the rain to defcend, on the evil and 
on the good, and on the jud and the unjud. To 
guard againd a finful diltrud of that ever active 
providence, which protects and provides for us, 
our Lord called the attention of his difcipies to 
the lilies of the field, and the birds of the air. Af- 
furing them, that the Almighty hand which clothes 
the one, in all their gay and blooming colors; 
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and that feeds the other, will much more take 
care of men, and efpecially of good men, who are 
of more value than lilies and fparrows. 

4. Discontentment with our condition, dis¬ 

qualifies us for duty. It is oppofed to that pati¬ 
ent and refigned temper, which is neceffary to 
render our offerings and fervices acceptable to 

^ God, and our lives ableffing to mankind. 66 The 
meek he will guide in judgment, and the meek he 
will teach his way.” 

5. It difcovers a difpofition to take up with a 
portion in the goods of this life. It is eftimating 
too highly the things of this world, the fafhion of 
which is fwiftly paffing away. The difcontented 
perfon places his chief defires, and enjoyments 
in the goods of this world* as tho* his happinefs 
confided in the abundance of temporal polfeffions. 
But reafon would dictate to us, that fince this life 
is of fhort duration, and the time of our death 
uncertain ; and fince the foul will exift forever, 
the comforts and poffeffions of this world, Ihould 
be valued and fought after, as fubfervient to our 
future and immortal exiftahce. The folly of 
placing a dependence on temporal goods and en¬ 
joyments, will be ftrikingly feen in the folernn 
hour of death. What will they then profit a man ? 
It is illullrated by our Lord, in the parable of the 
rich man, u who laid to his foul, foul thou haft 
much goods laid up in ftore for many years; take 
thine eafe, eat, drink and be merry : but God 
faid, thou fool, this night (hall thy foul be requir¬ 
ed of thee ; then whole (hall thole things be which 
thou haft provided? So ishethatlayethup treafures 
ror himfdf* and is not rich towards God,” 
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The like folly and raadnefs appears in him, at 
w hole inhofpitable gate, affii&ed Lazarus lay. In 
this world he had his good things, tho’ fhort in 
duration, and in the other, his evil things, of end- 
leis continuance. Tho’ he fared delicately here, 
for this world was all the heaven and happinefs 
he wifhed to know, yet in hell he lift up his eyes 
in torment, and faw between him, and the feat of 
the defied, & impaffablegulf. A deplorable choice 
of the man of pleafure and of this world, an eter¬ 
nity of mifery, for a few years of pleafure ! 

I 

The folly of fixing on the goods of this world 
for happinefs alfo appears, in that we fhall have 
no ufe for them after death. They will then for- 
ever flee away. That which we want but for a 
fhort time, we fhould feek to obtain with a degree 
of indifference, compared with that good which 
we fhall want forever. 

) 

6. Discontentment difcovers an unwilling- 
nels to be difpofed of, as God fliali fee beft ; and 
a contempt alfo of prefent mercies. To be un- 
eafy with our condition, as it is ordered by God’s 
providence, is to murmur at the divine govern¬ 
ment : but is it not fafer to fubmit to the difpo- 
fals of infinite wifdom, than to follow the dic¬ 
tates of our own imperfect and limited under- 
fianding ? If left to our own choice, no doubt 
our choice would end in ruin. Let us leave the 
care and difpofal of ourfelves in this, and in all 
worlds with God $ for God is infinitely wife and 
good ; and let it be our great concern, to conform 
ourlelves to all the notices of his will, in all condi¬ 
tions of life. The difcomented alfo ungratefully 
mifimprove prefent mercies., They overlook 
them, and wifh for others. The difcontented 

* 



have ground to fear that they fhall be puni&ed by 
the removal of mercies already abided, and the 
cut ting off of thofe, which would have been given 
them. God demands a grateful acknowledge, 
ment’of mercies enjoyed, or hoped for. ‘‘ for 
thefe things I will be inquired of, to do it tot 
them.” 

It is difficult to convince the difcontented of 
the inexcufablenefs and guilt of this fin. They 
perfuade themfelves that they have juft caufe. So 
the peevifh prophet Jonah thought that he did well 
to be angry, & was hard to be convinced, even when 
his maker condefcended to expofiulate with nim 
on his unreafonable difcontentment Pmfons of 
this fpirit are ready to aliedge in their juftification, 
that they cannot cure a fretful temper. ^ But this 
cannot be adraited in exc”fe, becaule this temper 
is their fin. They do not labor to fubdue it. 
The remedy againft either a fretful, haily or dif¬ 
contented temper, is the cultivation of a deep 
fenfe of unwort’ninefs, and accountablenefs to 
God« 

Some perfons aliedge, that they ought to relent 
with fpirit, injuries brought upon them by men. 
But no man is qualified to refent an injury from 
men, unlefs his mind is folemnly impreffed with 
the belief, that the hand of God is in it, permit- 
in g it for his belt good. While we lawfully re- 
fift evil from men, we are meekly to fubmit to the 
divine corredion therein, Tho’ they mean it lor 
evil, God intends it for good, We come. 

Lastly, to recommend and urge thofe friend- 
ly and benevolent affedions towards men, which 
will powerfully incline ns to promote their iiUerefts 
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and happinefs in all refpeds. The principle that 
combines m one, all the precepts of duty to man- 
kmd, is love. “ Thou fhalt love thy neighbor 
as thy ft: if, for love is the fulfiling of the law.” 
If this great principle of the law and gofpel 
reigns in our hearts, we fhall be happily fecured 
irom all the evils, comprehended in the fin of co- 
xeiing tne goods of others. In all cafes, let that 
comprehenfive precept given by our Lord, as the 
daily direftory of every chriftian, be inferibed on 
the heart, as ye would that men fhould do to 
you, do ye even fo to them.” And fincerely 
prachfing upon this rule we fhall keep his com- 
mandments of duty to mankind. Let fome prac- 
ticai refiedions apply and conclude this difeourfe. 

i. vv e inter the criminal nature and effects of 
cove ton (fiefs; or an extreme folicitude for the 
goods of this world, to the negleft of the foul’s 
immortal interefts. Short and uncertain is this 
tranfitory life 1 How fcon fhall we leave all that 
t“e. w°rld efleems great and defirable, and about 
which our thoughts, our hopes and fears, are 
agitated, enraptured or alarmed. Let our fouls 
•rife fuperior to the world, and make the heavenly 
.•inheritance their principal objed. And fuller 
not the airedtions to be placed on earthly, to the 
neglect of heavenly riches. The goods of this 
world will loon be to the owners, as though thev 
had never been. « Make to yourfelves friends 
or the mammon of unrighteoufnefs, that when 
ye fail, they may receive you into evcrlafting ha¬ 
bitations.” By fuch a contented qnq ufeful em- 
ploy me nt of y^ur earthly riches and advantages, 

the glory oi God and the happinefs of your 
jthow men, your good works will go before you 
‘into iicavei), and give a' welcome to your admit- 
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tance there. But on the other hand, what dread¬ 
ful profpefls will the worldly (pint have, on his 
admiffion to the world of fpirits : that world for 
which he has made no preparation, 
neither perifliable riches, nor fenfual pleafure, 
will be found ? With a foul abforbed in earthly 
objefts, he will find no obje&s there fuited to his 
taite. Though he may have been wife for this 
world, he will be condemned as molt unwife for 
eternity, and doomed to dwell with the unholy 
and unclean. 

2. To guard againft the ruinous love of this 
world, let us, firs, learn the divine art of living 
above it. Raife your heaven born foul to riches 
and joys, worthy the dignity of its immortal na¬ 
ture, and open your heart to receive the great 
falvation. 

Our fouls are in the purfuit of happinefs. That 
happinefs which the immortal fpirit pants after, 
can be found only in the friendfhip and love of 
God , through Jefus Chrift. Interelied in this 
falvation, the foul will hunger no more, neither 
third any more, after happinefs in earthly joys. 

Lastly, let us cultivate a mind fatisfied with 
all the allotments of divine providence. Refig- 
nation to the will of God is the perfe&ion of du¬ 
ty and happinefs. Let us learn with the blefi^d 
Apollle, in whatfoever date wre are, therewith to 
be content. Our life is haftening to a clofe. 
Our falvation is the one thing needful, let it be 
purfued with all the ardor of our fouls. Labor 
not for the meat which perifheth, but for that 
which endureth unto everlafting life. 

We have now, my brethren, come to the con* 
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dufion of our remarks on the nature, extent, 
jpnituality and perfection of the divinely moral 
law j that fummary of univerfal duty. And on 
the review of the whole, is there, firs, one of us, 
who can lay his hand upon his heart, and fay, all 
thefe commandments I have perfe&lykept ? Does 
not the lav? conclude us all under fin and con¬ 
demnation ? Is there a Angle precept which we 
have not broken, if not in the letter, vet in the 
fpirit of it ? “ If we fay we have no fin, we de¬ 
ceive ourfelves and the truth is not in us; but 
if we confefs our fins, God is faithful and jull to 
forgive us our fins, and to cleanfe us from all un- 
righteoufnefs.,, 

* 1 ' * e ■ \ £ « . . . 

And now unto him who has magnified the law, 
and brought in everlafting righteoufnefs ; and 
ror whofe fake the father of mercies heareth and 
aceepteth finners, be falvation, dominion and 
glory, world without end. 

AMEN. 



SERMON xxiii. 

The purity and perfection of the law. 

Romans vii, xii. 

The law is holy. 

T'HIS comprehenfive fentence expreffes the 
purity and perfection of that divine law 

which God gave to mankind, as the ftandard of 
truth and fummary of duty. The apoftle adds, 
and the commandment is holy, and juft and good; 
By the law feem intended ail the precepts of the 
decalogue; and by the commandment, that one in 
particular, which forbids the fin of coveting, or 
worldly and juftful emotions of the heart. The 
prohibition of thefe, in the tenth commandment, 
convinced Paul that he was a tranfgreflbr of the 
law. The other precepts he explained, while 
depending on his own righteoufnefs for falvation, 
as rearing principally or altogether to external 
duties: but when he examined himfeif by that 
precept which regulates the heart, he found him¬ 
feif deficient. For I had not known lujl, except the 
law had faid, thou J,halt not covet. The whole 
law is proclaimed holy, and that precept in par¬ 
ticular, which condemns the fecret fin of coveting. 

Wien it is afierted that the moral law was 
given to man at his creation, that it was written 
upon his heart, and the like ; it is to be under- 
flood with feme limitation. Adam in his folilary 
condition at creation/had no occafion for the 
obfervance of the precepts of the fecona table of 
she law. He had for iaftance, no earthly pa- 



rents to honor j tnete was no perfon living whont 
he could kill; or with whom he could commit 
adultery; or from whom he could fteal: or a- 
gainft whom he would bearfalfewitnefs; or whofe 
goods he could covet. But on the heart of man 
at creation, thefpirit or principle of the whole law 
was infcribed; confiftmgin love and benevolence j 
to be put into exercife as foon as objects and oc- 
cafions fhould prefect. The particular precepts 
of the law confider man in a focial condition, and 
lhew him his duty in all important cafes. 

What is now propofed, is—To confider the 
char after which is given of the moral law, it is ho¬ 
ly. By its being denominated holy, we are to 
underhand, that it is apure,fpiritual and perfeft 
law. It is purs, as it condemns all fin ,—fpiritual, 
as it reaches the heart, demanding truth and fin- 
ceruy there,—perfeft, as it comprehends the 
rules of univerfal duty, and is a trinfcript of the 
imitable, moral attributes ofDeitv. 

j 

Our Lord has taught us in the gofpel,* that 
the precepts of the moral law are very extenlive ■* 
that they demand the perfeft homage and obedi¬ 
ence of the heart, as well as of the external be¬ 
haviour, I aking his infallible exposition for our 
guide, let us proceed to look more attentively in¬ 
to the demands of this perfeft law, 

i. The fuprerae lawgiver is a fpirit, and the 
author of our fpirits, and demands the homage 
and obedience of our fpirits. fhe law demands 
the perfedion of the obedience. It gives up 
none of its juft claims, in condefcention to hu- 
man weaknefs. In all the folemn exercifes of 

Matthew 5. and elfewhere. 
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religion & devotion, or thofe duties towards God 
which it demands, he, whofe thoughts, in the 
multitude and endlefs variety of them, and all 
his words and adtions, are not in all rtfpedh per- 
fedtly right, and conformed to the divine will, is 
guilty in the view of the law. A fingle evil 
thought or defire deftroys that perfedt righteouf- 
nefs which the law requires, and the perfon falls 
under its condemning fentence. No one has 
kept the perfedt law of love and obedience to God, 
who has ever indulged a fmgle finful thought. 
On the fuppofition that a perlon could be found, 
who is meerly negatively righteous, or who had 
never pofitiveiy tranfgrefied in thought or beha¬ 
viour ; yet would he fail under the condemnati¬ 
on of the law, becaufe the law requires pofitive 
duties; not only an abftmence from all tranf- 
greffion, but the pradtice of every virtue. And 
the duties required, are to be performed with 
our utinoft ability. With the belt judgment, 
will and affedtions. It requires that we love God 
with all the heart, might and mind, conftaatly, 
and forever. If then there is a inigie moment, 
in which our fouls are not filled with the habit 
and exercife of the high eft love to God. of which 
we are capable, we tr'aafgreis. by a deficiency of 
that righreoufnefs which rhe law requites. If we 
could have loved God with a more pure and ar¬ 
dent affection at any time, the cafe is the fame. 

4 *' ' e-‘ i 

If we do not render to him, ail that obedience 
and reverence, which are due to him, and that in 
the highelt degree, and belt manner, we corne 
ihort of what is required. If our hears are not 
diverted of all impatience and murmurings, under 
affiidtive providences: if they are not perfedtly 
tefigaed to the will of God, without the molt dif* 
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tant wifh that he fhould deal otherwife with us . 
n our .wills, with refpeft to our paft,prefent or 
future condition and circumstances, are not in- 
tirely and cheerfully refigned to the fovran and 
holy will of God, we are deflitute of that perfec- 
«.io»r ot obedience which the law demands from 
creatures, towards the infinitely perfect creator} 
and fall under its condemnation. 

In a word, if at any time a vain or idle thought 
has come into our minds £ or if our thoughts are 
not exercifed conftantly and intirely about thofe 
ho!y? good and ufeful objeds and duties which its 
facred precepts demand, we come fhort of the 
righteoufnefs of the law, and are condemned. 
What man then can fay, that he has kept the firft 

- great commandment of the law, and thus per* 
fefUy loved and obeyed God ? 

i 

2. The fame perfection of duty alfo, the mo- 
ral law requires of us towards our fellow men. 
It is not fatisfied if we are only negatively righte¬ 
ous towards men ; or that we do no harm and in- 
jure none. It demands pofitire and perfect du¬ 
ties. It not only requires that you fhould never 
allow room in your heart, for a Angle evil thought 
or wilh, to the prejudice of your fellow men ; that 
you feel no emotion of envy at another’s profpe- 
rity ; that you never think ill, much lefs fpeak 
eyil of him ; that you fed no difpofition to re¬ 
venge any injury he has done you ; or that you 
neither think, or fpeak or do any thing injurious 
to his perfon, his property or reputation. Not 
only thefe negative virtues are demanded ; but 
pofitive duties are to be performed, and that per- 
ifcft'y. The law demands that you love your 
fisighbor as yourfeif. That you love him lincere* 
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iy, conftantly, without interruption or abatement. 
That you love him with your utmotl ability and 
do him good with all your power. That you / 
comfort him in affliaion, in didrefs relieve him, 
and in error wilh & drive to reclaim him. . dhat 
you weep with the forrowful and rejoice with the 
profperous. It alfo requires that the Itandard of 
your love to him Ihould be fixed and immutable s 
and that the love which you have to yourfelf, 
fhould be the rule and meafure of your love to 
him. That the fame kind of love which you 
have for yourfelf, for your own perfon, interefl: 
and happiuefs, you fhouid feel and exercife for 
the perfon, the intereds and happinefs of otherso 
It requires a dill harder leffon of you, that is, that 
you fhould exercife this perfed love to your per- 
final enemies ; and that no injuries which they 
have done you, fhould abate your love to them. 
God’s perfed law further requires that this love 
and thefe duties, proceed from a principle 
of habitual love to God. And that in all your 
thoughts and conduct towards men, you 
never entertain any felfidi or finider end or mo- 
live but perpetually feek their happinefs, in the 
glory of God. Again, 

3. We may difcover fomething of the purity 
and perfedion of the law, as it holds forth the 
duties and virtues which are requifite to our own 
felf government, over our thoughts, affections, 
appetites and paflions. By our Lord’s e?c' hm 
tion of the fixth, feventh and ninth command¬ 
ments, in the gofpel, and by his remarks on the 
obligations ofthe whole of our duty tomen, wefee 
that our undiffembled love fhould embrace enemies 
well as friends ; and by the exprefs letter of the 
lad precept of the law, we find, that is required. 
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that the heart fhould be not only intirely free from, 
«jnd emptied of all (infill anger, all lultful impure 
cefires, and all envious, malevolent and covetous 
pallions; but that the oppofite virtues of benevo¬ 
lence, kindnefs, chaftity of thought and beha¬ 
viour, and thoughts and defires raifed above this 
yvorld, mould live and reign in the heart, as a liv¬ 
ing and perpetual fpring and principle of adtion, 
in all duty to God and to mankind. And that 
pefe virtues fhould bcpradtHedbyus, in the hiVh- 
ell & niofl perfedt degre, of which we are capable. 

. Thus we 31e taught that the heart of man is 
tne fubjea to which God’s perfedt law is addref- 
fed ; and that he whofe heart is not in perfect 
fubjedtion to all and every precept thereof, and 
that alfo in the moft perfedt manner, is deftitute 
of the j ighteoufneis of the law, and is convinced 
of the law as a tranfgreffbr, and falls under its 
condemnation. How broad and extenfive is this 
perfcdl law of God ! It requires perpetual love 
and finlefs obedience to God, without the leaft 
interruption, and. that in the moft pure and per¬ 
fect manner or which the rational nature of man 
is capable. And a fingle finful thought or wifh, 
or the omifficn of one known duty fubiedts the 
offender to a forfeiture of the rightecufnefs of 
tae law, and to all its dreadful penalties. 

This condemnation It proclaims againft him, 
who fails in one fingle duty of rightecufnefs, 
love and mercy to men. And on him alfo, who 
fid's in a fingle inftance of felf government ; the 
virtues of whofe msnd are not pure and fporlefs, 
snd wholly conformed the perfedt law of God. 
j lie law demands the perfection of obedience in 
the whole of man’s threefold duty to Gcd, to 

» 
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mankind and ourfelves. And the reafon of this 
is, that the law is founded on the immutable prin¬ 
ciples of right reafon. It is the revealed will of 
God, whofe will is the fountain of unchangeable 
re&itude. To man in his prefent lapfed & guilty 
condition, the law may feem awfully fevere: but 
to man in innocency, it appeared mod good, juft 
and holy. 

Saint James expreffes the perfect re&itude & 
purity of the law, when he fays,f 46 Whofoever 
fhall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one 
point, he is guilty of all.” 1 he obfervance of 
the law in fome of its requirements, will not ex- 
cufe negleft in others. The wilful omiflion or 
tranf^reffion of a fingle precept, is an act of difo- 
btdJxice to God. Our obligation to keep the 
whole law perfe£Hy arifes from the authority of 
the fupreme lawgiver. <c He that faid, do not 
commit adultery, faid alfo do not kill* Now if 
thou commit no adultery; yet if thou kill, thou 
art become a tranfgreffor of the law/1 What¬ 
ever is commanded or forbidden in the law, is 
by the divine authority. To tranfgrefs a particu¬ 
lar precept of the will of God, is an offence to 
the divine authority. The will of God in the 
prefcription of laws to his creatures, is realon & 
motive fufficient to demand obedience ; whether 
his creatures are able or unable to comprehend 
the reafonablenefs of them, or whether they com¬ 
port with their inclination, or not. And disobedi¬ 
ence to one fingle precept is difobedience to the 
whole authority of God. On the fuppofition that 
a perfon fhould perfedly keep the whole law, ex¬ 
cept in one fingle infiance ; would his obedience 
be acceptable ? Could he claim life by his righ- 

4- James 2, io< 
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teoufnefs ? Would he do the will of God ? The 
Pe*,fe^ion of obedience which the law demands, 
and the tenor of the covenant of works, affure 
the certainty of his guilt, and the juftice of his 

• * | A ^ ^ is an offender againft the 
will of God, the righteous lawgiver, & becomes 
guilty of the whole law ; that is, guilty of difo- 
bedience to God all whofe laws to men, may be 
lummed up in the will of God. A fingle fin, is a 
a violation f that whole fyftem of duty which 
the law demands, and the finner is guilty, and 

under the condemantton of the law, who 
breaks one cf the leaf! of God’s commandments; 
Rightecufnefs is not only forfeited, but guilt is 
imputed. As the breaking a fingle link of a 
chain breaks the chain ; and as wounding one 
member, wounds the body ^ fo the violator of 
a fingle precept, is a violation of the whole law. 
And for one offence, the tranfgreffor incurs the 
penalty which it pronounces againft thofe, who 
keep it not perfectly. His one offence deprives 
him of the righteoufnefs of the law, as effectual¬ 
ly, as if he had not kept a fing3e precept, or had 
broken the whole : for it accepts of no righteouf¬ 
nefs, except a perfect one. And it pronounces 
the dreadful fentence of death and the curfe, not 
on him only who is guiltlefs of the fins prohibit¬ 
ed ; but on him who continued} not to practife 
perfe&ly, all the duties required. 

This, firs, is that perfeft law of love and fpot- 
lefs obedience, which God gave to man, & made 
man capable of obeying. And this law is ftill in 
force agaiiift us. Here let us for a moment 
paufe. And allow me to aik, has not this holy 
law concluded us all under fin and condemna¬ 
tion ? Will any lay that they are perfect touching 

i 



fhe iaw ? Are we not all convinced of the law as 
tranfgreffors ; and who can bring a clean thing 
oat of an andean V9 But on the fuppofition that 
this moment your heart is changed, and you have 
no more difpofition to fin than Adam had in in- 
nocency, & can keep the law perfectly in thought* 
word and deed for the time to come ; will your 
future righteoufnefs jultify you ? Will you claim 
falvation by the covenant of works? It is evident 
that you cannot; becaufe that covenant was giv¬ 
en to man to keep by virtue of the powers of his 
own free will, without the aid of[pedalgrace; but 
if you keep the law by virtue of grace imparted, 
your righteoufnefs is of grace, and confequently 
your falvation too, will be of grace. And be¬ 
caufe alfo, in this cafe, you are condemned for 
pafl tranfgreffions, for the law of works promifes 
life only to perfed obedience. Are any io vain 
as to dream that they are perfeft and clean from 
fin ? Thofe who are under this delufion are great¬ 
ly ignorant of themfelves and of the law. If 
we fay we have no fin, we deceive oudelves, and 
the truth is not in us.” Are any depending for 
acceptance with God, on their negative virtues j 
faying, with the pharifee at the temple ; God, 
I thank thee that I am not as other men, extor¬ 
tioners, unjuft, adulterers V9 But if by retraining 
grace, you have not been guilty of ftandalous 
fins, are you not chargeable with fins of omiffion, 
fins of heart, of impenitence and unbelief? 

When we refle& on the fpotlefs purity, fpiri- 
tituality and perfedion of the law, and the deep 
depravity and guilt of our nature, and that eve¬ 
ry imagination of the thoughts are naturally evil, 
and contrary to that perfection of purity, love 
and obedience, which the law demands, we may 



320 

exclaim with the pfalmift, « If thou. Lord, 
ihouldeft mark iniquities: O Lord, who ihali 
Hand!” Our fouls would fink in forrow and def- 
pair i “ but, O molt merciful Lord, with thee 
there is forgivenefs, throughthe bleffed mediator, 
that thou mayeft be feared.” 

4 

v .. , f. 

With humble penitence and lively faith, let 
us look to Jcfus Lthvijiy who is the end of the law 
for righteoufnefs to every one that believeth. 

AMEN* 



SERMON xxiv. 

The law fatisfied by Jefus Chrift, and Tinners jufliU 
fied by the imputation of his righteoufnefs,, 

Romans x, 4. 

For Chrijl is the end of the law for righteoufnefs to eve* 
ry one that helieveth. 

ALL thofe who embrace the righteoufnefs of Jefus 
Chrilt, are convinced of fin by the law. A dif- 

covcry of the nature and demands of God’s perfect law, 
gives the foul a conviction of fin, and the certainty and 
juftice of his condemnation. And thus the law leads 

and compels the finner to the Saviour. 

Christ is the end of the law', as the law was fulfilled 
in all its requirements by him. By his active obedi¬ 
ence, he fulfilled all that the law required of man ; and 
by his fufferings fatisfied for offences. He is the end of 
the law for righteoufnefs, as he finiflied a righteoufnefs 
perfeCt in all its parts, and fatisfactory to the juftice, pu¬ 
rity and perfection of the law, in all refpeCts. And this 
righteoufnefs, or the bleffed benefits of the rightcouf- 
nefs ot Chrift, are imputed to them that believe. 

Both the ceremonial and moral law received thc.ix 
end and accomplifhment in him. He was the innocent 
and holy fufferer, the lamb of God, to whom the various 
and coftly facrifices of the Jewiih church pointed ; who 
bore our fins, and endured the curfe of the law. And in 
him alone was fulfilled the holy moral law, demanding 
fupreme and perpetual love and obedience to God, and 

perfeCt benevolence to men, and every inward grace and 
virtue. In him was no fin. And Inch an high pried 
and mediator became us, holy, harmlefs, undefiled and 

feparate from finners. For Chrijl is the end of the law 
for righteoufnefs to every one that helieveth* What is 
propofed is. 
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ti^'T belifVerua-ejuft!fied frora the condemn*, 
of Chritf? hW’ ^ the lmpUtatI0n °f the righteoufaefs 

tiiJr,nHr/n !aW’ is /re5ttcBtl7 “fed in the facred wri- 
,'.§’ ,la varl°us fenfes ; either for the whole reve- 

cems'^o'ftl-H Wl1/ °f G °Ld tQ mankind- « the ten pre. 
. ^ - ,e decalogue, b for the writings of Mofes c for 

theiecoad table of the law, d for the'principS of n“ 
tinal reafon, t or for the moral and ceremonial law giy 

!t?- ,rr',al'7 In the vvords chofcn for the theni of 
f‘ !ir C :fcrUU‘le’ *ne apoiHe ufes the word in this laft 
ienfe. _ Let u s then see how Chrift is the end of the ce¬ 
remonial and the moral law. Chrill is the end of the 

ceretnontad law, as that law received its fulSime.u « 
h.m. The ceremonial law was given to the ancient 
church at Sinai, and confided of various topical rites & 
facrtfices, refermg to Jefus Chrift, & the difpenfation ff 
grace to be introduced into the world by him. The f> 
cred fe. vices of the Jewilh tabernacle and temple, were 

aefigned to maintain the knowledge of thetrue God,and 
to keep alive the expedition of the Saviour, who had been 
promiied at the apoftacy. When Chrift came and fi! 

mmed the work, of redemption, the fpecial care and pro¬ 
tection, wmch God had ihewn to the people of Ifoel 

ccaied. Sacrifices were the meft expendve and burden! 
ome part ot the ceremonial law : but they were no 

mnger neceflary after the promiied Saviour had offered 
up hmnelf, a iaerifice for the fins of men. 

Sacrifices of atonement were common among pa¬ 

gannations ; and the cuftom is a confirmation of the 
divinity of original revelation. They muff have bor- 

loaul n from this lource ; becaufe theprinciples of na- 

tUla lea‘on could not have difeovered a conneftion be- 
tween the death of an animal, and the pardon of fin. 

a P [aim i. a. und ue). 72. h Romans 2. 12 audit. 
Lra/atians 2. II. c John 1.17 and 45. d Galatians c. 

i.}. Romans jj. 8. eRomans z. 14; /Galatians 3. *4. 



And it alfo (hews that the doclrine of human depravity, 
and the neceffity of atonement for fin, was the univerfal 
fenfe of mankind. The facrifices of the law pointed 
out the certainty and the neceflity of the death of Chrift„ 
It was certain, becaufe God had promifed ; and it was 
neceiTary becaufe the jufiice of the law demanded an 
adequate fatisfaflion. On the certainty of the death of 
Cftrift, the ancient patriarchs and faints were faved* 
Heath and the curfe came by the firft Adam’s eating 
of the fruit of the interdicted tree ; and life and immor¬ 
tality are given to believers, fince Chrift the fecond Adam 
bore death and the curfe, on the tree of the crofs. This 
manner of death is called in the law of Mofes, an accur- 
fed death, probably refering to the death which Chrift: 

fhould endure, that he might remove from man, the 

curfe due to fin. 

The epiftle to the Hebrews is a commentary on the 
ritual of the ceremonial law, and fhews how the facri¬ 
fices and fervicesof that difpenfation, received their full 

accomplifhment in Chrift. It was a figure of good 
things to come. The felf righteous Jews reded their 
hopes of acceptance with God, and of eternal happinefs, 
in their obfervance of that external law. In (lead of at¬ 
tending to thofe facriftces and fervices, as the way to 
lead them to Chrift, they traded in them, as the end of 
their duty. To the fenfual &l felf righteous, they were 
as a veil that hid Chrift from them, fo that “ they could 
not look ftedfadly to the end;” but righteous men 
faw Chrif! thro* the veil of ceremonies, and to them 
both the precepti ve and ceremonial laws, ferved as a 
fchoolmader to lead them to Chrift. They contained the 
alphabet of the gofpel, and taught the dodtrine of grace 
thro’ a mediator. When Chrift expired upon the crofs, 

having made atonement for fin, the veil of the temple 
was rent afunder, to fignify, that the ceremonial law Sc 
the ieviticai priefthood, were no more. The order of 
Aaron was at an end, the fceptre then departed from Ju¬ 
dah ; for Shiloh had come, and to him the people out of 
all nations, were foon to be gathered. As the ceremo¬ 
nial law of the ancient church received its end, defign 

3nd accomplishment in Chrift ; let us now enquire how 
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Chrift is the end of the moral law. thrift is the end of 

the moral law in two refpefts, firft, as he perfeaiy kept 

it and fecondly as by his obedience and fuffering, a 

righteoufnefs is finilbed, by which ftnners, whom the 

law condemns, may be faved. He always did thofe things 

winch pleafed God, and fo to do was the fulfilment of the 

aw, for the moral law is the revealed will or pleafure 

Ox God. Beloved God with all his heart, and mankind 

a* himfelf, conftantly and perfectly. Each particular 

precept, of the moral law, was perfe<ftly obeyed by him. 

He delighted to do the will"of God. His whole life was 

filled up with obedience to God, and love to mankind. 

He fulfilled all righteoufnefs in his obedience to the oo- 

litive and moral laws of Jehovah. He gave the moft il- 

lufirious evidence of obedience to God, and love to men, 

in his life and in his death. He fhewed in the view of the 

intelligent univerfe, that the law which man was 

made to obey, was holy, juft and good, by the obedience 

which he rendered to it. He magnified the law and made 

it honorable. And by obeying and fuftering the penalty 

of the law, he has brought in everlafting righteoufnefs ; 

a righteoufnefs by which, on the conftitution of grace, 

the penitent believer in Jefus, is delivered from condem¬ 

nation, and admitted to eternal life. 

Q 

IT. Believers are juftified from the condemnation of 

the law by the imputation of the righteoufnefs of Chrift. 

i. Mankind by the guilt of fin orfeited life and fell 
under the condemnation of the covenant of works. The 

~ ___ r 11 •-!*!/* - _ .. . _ . ^ 

-tUVUJUllL Ui WUUiSt xne 

meicy of God has provided for them the milder difpen- 

fation of grace, by the mediation ofour Lord Tefus Chrift. 

met 

fation or grace, by cue im,-ui<uiuu ur our i^ora j eras ^nriit. 

Tne tenor oi the firft covenant was, obey a?id thou fjalt 

live, 1 he tenor of the covenant of grace is believe in the 

Lor d jefus Chryl and thou (halt be faved. The unfeaich- 

ame wiidom of the Deity deviled this plan of grace, by 

winch tne raw maintains its authority ; for its precepts 

a?e ooeyed, and its juftice fatisfied, by a divine furety, 

and life is given to the guilty. And God can now be 

jutt, and Jne jufufier of the ungodly, and grace reigns, 

thfp’ righteoufnefs unto eternal life, towards them that 

Relieve, it xq confident with this wonderful giace, that 
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the endlefs and blelTed benefits of the righteoufnefs of 

Chrift, Ihould be placed to the account of believeis in 

him ; and that as to them, the condemning fentence of 

the law ihould be repealed. 7 hole who are nuerelied 

in the rightecufnefs of Jelns Chrili are laid to be jolli¬ 

fied. Let us inquire into the nature of jollification, and 

the imputation of the righteoufnels of Chrilt to belie¬ 

vers. Jollification is a term borrowed Irom the ufage of 

civil courts, in which the perfon accufedis acquitted on 

the law’s being fatisfied, either by himlell or his furety. 

Jullification is oppoied to conclcinnatron. buch is the 

merciful tenor of the covenant of grace, that a lurety is 

accepted on thefinner’s behalf, and the guilty are de¬ 

clared righteous on account of the righteoufnefs of the 

divine faviour. To them there is no condemnation. 

The juliilied perfon was once under the condemnation of 

the law ; but on bis believing in Jefus Chrili, his fins 

are pardoned, and he is accepted as a righteous perfon, 

on account of the righteoufnefs of Chrili, imputed. He 

is acquitted from the guilt of pall fins, and from the de« 

ferved puni fitment. The. law is fatisfied, and the peni¬ 

tent believer is iufhfied. Jullification does not imply 

that a perfon is inherently or perfectly freed from all 

fin, or the polllbility of finning ; but it is an act of grace, 

by which he is declared juft with refpecl: to the law 

which be has broken. Pail fins are remitted, and for the 

merciful remiffion of all fins to which they are liable, 

by the force of temptations and depraved nature, for the 

time to come, believers have an advocate with the fa¬ 

ther, who ever liveth to make interceffion for them, on 

their repentance and fuppheation. 

2. Justification is a fevran and gracious a& of God 

in which he does not difpenle with his law, nor acquit the 

finner without; the law receiving honorable fatisfa&ion. 

It was fovran grace which provided the remedy. In 

this was manlfefied the love of God, that he gave bis fon 

to redeem us. As the general plan of the redemption of 

finners, was an a£t of fovran grace, fo alfo is the appli¬ 

cation of that redemption to individuals. He hath mercy 

on whom he will have mercy. And God juftly leaves 

thefe who rejedb falvaticn,To the fatal ccnfequences ci 

'■ 

I 



tneir own choice. He will glorify his juftice on the 

fel. o. wrath who by the love and pradice of fin, have 
h.ted ihexnfelves for deftrudion. Sufficient means of 

' mwledge and convidion are given to the impenitent 
o cave them niexcufable, felf condemned, and proper 

©bje&s of the awful curfes of the broken law. 

3. The divine fpirit is the heavenly agent by wbofe 
powerful operation attending the inftrumemal means of 

grace, the finner is brought to aiiate ofjufiificaticn. This 
tie docs by convincing of the nature and guilt of fin of 
the n ceffity or a righteoufnefs anfwerable to the law’s de- 
mauds, and of the judgment which will be paffed upon 
all who fall under its condemning fentence. By grace ye 
aie faved, by the waffiing of regeneration, and the re¬ 
newing of the Holy Ghoffi 

cp/*’. pftified will not come into condemnation. 
Iheir fiamlity is iecured by their union to their fpiri- 
tuai head, the fecond Adam, the Lord from heaven. They 

are members of his body, and branches in him the living 
™ne- And becaufe he lives, they /hall live alfo. Every 
sincere believer in Jefns, may with faint Paul, bid the 
heroic challenge, “ Who is he that condemneth ? It is 
thrift that died ; yea, rather that is rifen again, who is 
even at the right hand ofGod, who alfo maketh intercef- 
fion for us. And who ffiall lay any thing to the charge 

5. The believer is juftified by a righteoufnefs impu¬ 
ted. Unable to faiisfy the demands of the law, it became 
-peceffary to man’s falvation, that a furety ffiould fatisfy 
for him. And help tvas laid on one mighty to fave. The 
rcafon why man cannot fatisfy the demands of the law, 
js that by his guilty apoftacy, he has loft both the abi¬ 
lity and the inclination to keep it. By nature thefervant 
of fin and enemy of holinefs, and when renewed by 
grace, his befi obedience is weak and imperfed. And 

there is not a juft man upon earth, who fmneth not. 
ibe holy angels could not fatisfy the law for man. Their 
bell and molt per fed obedience, the law which they are 

P^der,oemandsfrom them conftantly and forever. They 



have no furplufage of merit to place to man’s account* 

But the ability of the Lord Jefus Chrifl to accomplifii a 

righteoufnefs, by which the finner can be juliitied, i» 

in an ife It, inafmuch as he is a divine perfon, pofltffing the 

perfeflions of Deity, uncreated and independent. He was 

the fon of God united to a perfect and innocent man, the 

fecond Adam. His merit is infinite. By his obedience 

and fufFerings in the human nature, he finifhcd a righte¬ 

oufnefs fatisfaftory to the jultice of the law, and fuffici- 

ent alfo for the purchafe of etetnal life for his difciples* 

The righteoufnefs which Chriit finifhed on earth was 

defigned for the ufe and advantage of mankind. This* 

fays the prophet, is the name by which he {hall be called* 

the Lord our righteoufnefs. The Lord laid on him the 

iniquities of us all. In the fame fenfe in which our fins 
were imputed to Chrifl, his righteoufnefs is imputed to 

us. As he felt the dreadful effe&s of fins which he had 

not committed, fo believers enjoy the blefied benefits of 

a righteoufnefs, which they themfelves have not accom* 

plifhed. The effects, or the punifliment of fin were borne 

by Chrifl ; and the rewards of his obedience are given to 

believers. As our fins deferved death, and death W2s in« 

fiiried on our furety, fo his obedience merits life, and 

life is given to ail who are pardoned and juitified bj 

his redemption. 

6. Thefubje&s of jufiification are believers in ChrifL 

Evangelical faith comprifes knowledge and love ; a 

knowledge of thedivine character, and of the law as holj 

ju.il and good. A knowledge of perfonal guilt ard un- 

Worthineis, and of jefus Chrifl, as a holy and almighty 

Saviour. Thefe important doftrines the mind receives 

as divinely true, and embraces them with cordial appio- 

bation ; and with humble gratitude repofes its immortal 

interefts in the hands of the blefied mediator, and pleads 

his all perfect righteoufnefs, as the only ground ox hope' 

and acceptance vrith God. To conclude, 

I. We learn from the nature of the law, and from the 

defign of the gofpei, that man has not a righteoufnefs of 

h’s own in which he can with fafety appear ; and that 

tVQ fall uader the dreadful condensation qX that law 



winch gives us the knowledge of the guilt and defertof 

‘ bwcre’ llrs’ fuch ls our unhappy condition, let us 
never ceafe to admire and adore, that wonderful wifdotn 
and grace of God m our redemption, which makes it 
confident with the rectitude and gooduefs of the divine 
government, to receive a iatisftetion to jultice rendered 
by our divine furety, and not exact it at our hands. Had 
it osen demanded of us, alas, we mud have been call m- 
to ti e pnfoo of eternal dclpair, there to have remained 
tnro iincM!mgag,s, finod «coul(l .lever have oaid the 
utter mod farthing, of the immenfe debt which we owe 
to the divine juftice. 

2. Vv F; learn that falvation is not applied to men abfo~ 
lateayrand unconditionallj. It is by faith in Tefus Chrift 
we become in till eel: to the bleffed benefits of a righteoufl 
nefs which Satisfies the law’s demands, and purchafe3 
for us an eternity of happinefs. We hence, 

* ’ .»■ -S * . . . t 

.3- Infer the duty of an immediate fubmiffion to the 
divine plan cf grace revealed in the gcfpel. There the 
great and endlefs bleffings of the finifced righteoufnefs of 

^r,‘l tlJe fmely offered, and given to every penitent be- 
liver. There is faivation in no other name. Let us, firs 
come to God thro’him, for whofe fake the father of 
mercies heareth a^ndaccepteth finners ; pardons our num- 
berleis offences, faves us from the curfes of the broken 
law and from the wrath to come, and will raife us to 
endlefs glory and felicity. 

May we, my brethren, ardently afpireafter that bleff- 
ednefs which is given to thefe, unto whom a merciful 
God imputeth righteoufnefs, the righteoufnefs cf the di¬ 
vine Saviourfor bleffed are they whofe iniquities are 
forgiven, whofe fins are covered, and unto whom God 
imputeth righteoufnefs. May we perfevere in faith and 
love and holy obedience, and thro’ grace obtain admit¬ 
tance into the everlafting kingdom of our Lord and Sa- 

viout Jems Chrift ; to whom be ail the glory of our fai¬ 
vation. 

A M E N, 
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£3* THE greater part of this volume was printed at 
a. di lance from the uthor’s refidence, and he had not opportunity to in- 
fpea the piefs. Several typographical errors are obfervabley --which the 
candid reader is requeued to correfd : the principal of which arc th^.fol¬ 
lowing vff' 

Page 33. 11 line from the bottom, for dear, reld r&ir, r‘ v 
4^* til. from the oottom- for difciple, read mads?? 
58. 14 1. from the top, erafe, hax. 
9r m:ddle of the page, for d-ferve, read defire. 

123. 4 1 from the bottom, for errors, read honors* 
1 25 laH- 1. for deity, read dut-j, 
*6*. 7 1. from the bottom, read to be infirutlrd. 
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