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_ Sonesser, Ky, Fes 24th, 1860.

Rev. R. W. LANDIS, D D:

Bir: At a meeting of the citizens of Som-
erset and Pulaski counly, beld en the 234 inst., the undersigned were appointed
a committee to wait on you, and tender to you the thanks of the citizens gener-
ally, for the wise and patriotic Addiess delivered by you on the 22d inst., and
to request of you a copy of said addiess for publication.

We are pot willing that sentiments so full of wisdom and healing efficacy as
those uttered by you, should be confined in their circulation to those who heard
them, o1 depend for their perpetuity on meie recollection alone, but with the
same spiril of patriotism which they bieathe, we desire to send them broad cast
over the land, believing, that in other communities, as well as ours, they will
meet & 1eady response, and draw patriotic heatis together around the altar of
our couwntry. Very Respectfully, your ob’t. serv’is.

JOHN G LAIR,
W B. MOORE

Somerszt, Ky, FEB 25th, 1360

Rzv. R. W LANDIS:

SIR : At a meeting of the ¢ Magoffin Guairds ”’
tiolden this moining, the undersigned were appointed a coramittee to request of
vou for publication, a copy of your excellent and patiiotic Address, delivered on
the 22d inst.

You Sir, had been selected by the < Guards,”” as the Orator of the day, which
selecfion met with the full conemience of every patriotic heart.

Upon the part of the «Guards, > peimit us to tender to you our sincere thanks
for your very able, patiiotic, and well directed Oiation ; and in pasticular, for
ihe high encomtum passed by you upon the **Citizen Soldiery *’

Your Obedient Servants,
FRANK J. WHITE, Capt.
L M B PERKINS,
R S BARRON,
JAS M SANDIFER,
BENJ MILTON

Souzrset, K., FEB 25th, 1860.
To the Committees from the Citizens of Somerset, and Pulaski county, and from
the ©* Mngofin Guaids”

GuwrLEMeN : You: letters under date of the 24ih
and 25th inst., requesting for publication a copy of my remarks on the 22d inst,
Lave just Been placed im way bands, and yoa will please accept my thasks for
the manner in which you have refenred tothem Thoughthe temaiks were offered
in the dischaige of what 1 deemed my duty as a citizen of the Republic, and
express only the sentiments which I iegaid as proper in the present erisis, £
entertained no «xpectation that they would be considered of sufloient impor-
tance to be emploved as you piopose to cmploy them  But as they speak the
convictions of my undersianding, aad the feelings of mjy hear:, and define the
position which I devoutly belicve that we, and all Amertean cilizens aie callod:
upen to assume ; your appiovalis Lighly giatifying to me, and I hereby chen
fully comply with the wishes you have expiessed, and submit the manuseript to
your disposal  Very Respeétiully, yours,

ROBERT W LANDIS
To Hessrs Capt John & Lair; W B Moore, Beg, Capt Frapk J.Wlite; M B,
Feiking, and others,
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Eradtes and Geuticmen 5

R . Fellow-Citizens & Citzzm So!dxel'v‘ R
ING acmmkl'y and under'a’'governinent like otrs; nothi - more prop-
“éfr thiak the' etistom:” of ‘perpetuating by’ Anm\'rersm'y absér a1 &, “the
memory of those events associated with the pdast'in eur’ histo) which
B Ve tended o the' dcvelobment and establishment of our ona1~great-
“The idea, ‘moreover, is as universal'as otir: Fatce; and is feand as-
socxated ‘Hiot only with’ civil and’ filitary -histary, “but with teligion
teelt; and even ‘with individual péraondl history. Hence, from: 1]:;'
times, thadays namad Christmias and Easter; were obsez‘ved &8 e0in~
»memora.tmc' ths birth'and death of onr’ blesaed I.o“d “and still’ earlier
the feast ot D «dication and of the Passover, wére celebrated by the
Jews. '~ Andai respects personal bfstory, the anmvers'lry of 4 birth-day,
fs’ ‘always mpressive ; and from very early times we find the birth-day- of
i Monareh regardied: a5 a'season’ of' fnwvxﬁy Thus Eogland celebrates
thé birth-day of hor existimy soversign ; aad the ‘day of. Ther ‘deliverance
from’the yun-powiler plot ; anlot her davs whichrecsll te mind interest-
Fag ‘gvents id hat mational - ltistory. - Ia like manner we have eunfseven-
teouth of Jane; our fourth of July* our niveteenth ‘of Octobers our
twmhesh of Dacenrber . our cightlt of Jannary, and twenty- -second ' of
Fobruary., Suth seasons’ rightly observed, cannot but have the-effect.of
keéping fra ulv beforé the mmd nét only the oceurrences to which they
immedi a.talv refer, bat kindred: events associated with them ; and the re-
galts ‘which have followed—~abd henee; what can be more proper tham
that Ameriean citizens shwld cﬂlebrate the bxrth day ef the Famer of
“their C’ouniry P .
Inotir'day it would be a reﬁechon on the mteﬁ‘xgeme Gf a’ny Well i~
formsd aundience i the eivilizad world, to undertale in:their presence, &
Etﬂooy on'Washingtonyand beforean Amencan audidnée,it weremiot only
$dfe buf ludicrons. Bir Christeplier Wren, the great architectof St. Paul’s
in Londen, is qt:l{nroudl) remembered as scarcely inferior.in genius, to
Michael Angelo, the’ architéet of St. Peter’s inRome. « Pravellers, How-
ever, on visiting St, Pauls; aredhappovnted to find nomonuhens: erect‘ed
therein to the Artist. Buf i scanning the vast interior; th&»e;e pres-
ently lights upon the inseription, /£ you seel for o ZEz’omzmc,nt look arovund
you - So we may pioadly sav of Washinuton: ff you wish for a eulogy,
200k around yow. Contemplate the m»adxtpon of urr country when be
‘twag oallad ioto the figld and to the helmyof Btate; and Fhen view' it now.
Ile, in his unaffected ‘mndesty, woulkd have shrunk from claiming the
honot of these results. He, and hisgallant compatriots, felt that they
swere bat tha instruimeunts thru‘a gh whont an Almighty amxl benign: Prov-
idence aecomplished them, 1\01‘ would we claim more tharethis for hiax
and them' His memory aoll deeds are indi gsolubly conhectew with thoss
‘of liis fellows in the cawmp, field, senate, and govemmcnt._ But  God
raised him up as the gniding mind who was wob only telead the natiow
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onward to freedom, but who was likewise to enstamsp upon his country
the features of his character. This pre-eminence was, moreover, cheer-
fully accorded him by his co-laborers while he iived; and results have
justified- them; and we fondly hope will justify his country and the werld
in 80 regarding him te'the end of time. Wetherefore repeat the remark: It
you would see the mind, the soul, the aims of him whose birth we this
day celebrate, look areund you. View the noble monuments of freedom
existing in our country; view our national greatness; view ‘uur: national
prosperityz n that Furewell Addresstotha American People to which
ou have.jast listened, you find him fully anticipeting that greatness,

serity; for the nation to whose welfare he  consecrated .the un-

and prospe _
segried labers of bislife., . . o T e
ut patiopal.greatness; alast is not our theme to-day.. That Farewsll
ress likewise evinces that the Fatlrer of bis Counsryforesaw not-only
«ont then coming glegy and prosperity as a nation, but also the: feaiful
perils, which should at times envirou us'in the midstof all; - and hence
those solemn counsels and admonitions which were uttered from the very
depth; of his heart of hearts. We have realized the first ; and for long
years liave been rejoicing in a great and prosperous: country, bul we are
now bronght fo realize slso the lastx for perils, fearful verils, environ
wus; perils which we must enconnter unless we would prove ourse ves un-
sworthy of the inlieritance bequeathed us; and: perils of sneh a character,
moreovoE, that the result of the encounter, whatever it .may be, must tell
for wedl or 'wae, and for unnumbered years,.upen the generations which
_gucceed us. . ~Fliere is, therefore, no mistaking our duty .as citizens of
-the Repablic, npon this day consecrated to the memory of Washingfon.
/The interests atonr country demand theearnestand prayerful consideration
_of all her;children; and demand thataround our Boble inheritance, every
heart should rally with the firm resolve: to meet the crisis as trac men
should meet ity and that until it is wet, fully, and in all its extent, we
shall regard all other objects, all party lines, all controversies not . invol-
ving:this issue,.and even life itself; as objects ofbut secondary importsnce.
W have not onlya sacred blood purchased inheritance bequeathed us
by thenoblest generation of men the world has ever seen; BUT IT nAs
‘BEEN REQUEATHED: US.IN TRUST FOR THOSE WHO COME AFTER US.. And ha
~who,.for any-earthly reason whatever, - would betray that trust, lgt: lris
-namie foraver be.as the name of Benedict Arnold; yes, let him be anath-
emea maganodha.: . v tL S SRR R
In g representative government, which certainly is.the most perfect: of
:all human forms.ef government, there is, and must of-necesssity be, in
-theaery; nature of the ease a liability to abuses of various kinds ; for
‘what creation of human devisement can elaimn the attribute of perfection?
There is and must be, forinstance ina country so.extensive as ours, and
on the part of distaut Jocal interests; a liability to be brought'more or less
into eollision. Thare has ever been likewise, a proneness on the part of
many, to insist-upon the doctrine, that the representative is the embodi-
ment of the will of his constituents, to this extent, at-least, thata ;‘efué,‘;
al to acquiesce in all his aims and proceedings, i3 often equivalent, toa
forfeitars. of consistency and of party prerogatives and pringiples.—
lience, we find that-multitades in ont political party erganizations, of-
-tentimes openly refuse, or hesitate to assume the position which, in
times like thé present, a sacred duty to their country demands, and they
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thus hesitate from the pusillanimous fear, that by so doing; they shall
forfeit their position as Damocrats, Republicans, and whit net: And
while the trus and: npselfish representative of his constituents, being
anxious only fo-serve his country, will scorn to take advantage of so un-
worthy ‘and so unamerican an idea; the mere demagogue, whose aims
are gelfish; and to whose persenal aggrandizement the interests 6f coun~
try and:of constitgents ave all subordinate, knows, well how to. take ad-
vantagé.of it to promote his ends. And there néed. be no hesitation im
affirming that to. this fact is mainly.tobe attributed the perils which have
mow awakened such vniveisal apprehension id relation’to our country,
and'the perinanency of our Unien.- il homoe b a

< There aré;however, causes, incidental and exciting, which have beem
regarded a3 .2 basis for such operations ;- but such causes: haye always,
more or less, existed, and have only ncw become périlous from: the faét
that. men. who claim fo b2 leaders of the people, have songht t6 make
their low, selfish pursuit of self-aggrandisement identical with the wel-
fare of our country. This asseveration may be truly and soberly made
and reiterated ; and.is justified fully after the mest carefal and candid
scrutiny of .the existing state of our national affairs. A general denan-
ciation of our Senators and Representatives, would be both arrogaint and
indecent. : There may be, and doubtless are, some as trus patriots now i

Congress, :as our country ‘may ever hope.te produce. Bat yet, it must

ever hold good, that ** by their. fruits yo. shall know them.” Tt matters
pot what 4 man’s-professions are, either in religion, politics, or anything
else, if his deeds give them the He. - It is by his deeds that'heshould be,
and must be jndged. These are the true exponent of the man ; of his:
real aspirations, aims and pursuits. And bence, it is obvious that when
any man, no matter who, shall clearly aud uwnambiguously atteipt to fo-
ment animosgity, and develop into lifée and action, supposed or real antag-
onisms between differentsections of our cenfederacy, he is neot seeking his:
country’s good, whatever else be may be seeking ; uuless on the supposi-
tion. that he has not sufficient common sense 0 know what is for his:
eountry’s good :-and so, is occupying a position whieh he iz wholly in-
eompatent to sustain. Andin either case, it is certainly time that his
eonstituengs took their affairs into their own hands, by granting him am:
effectval permigsion to retire permanently to the shades of private life.

Soon after the close of our Révolutionary struggle, a man, whose name:
deserves not to be mentioned, attempted to arouse our gallant, patriot ar-
my, ta deeds of rashness and violence, becanse Congrese did mot at once
remunerate them for their servieces; and he urged them:to regard as their
enemy, the man who should counsel longer forbearance. It i3 impossi-
ble to tell what might have been the resnlc of his treasonable attempte
had not Washington happened in camp at the time. You have, perhaps,
read his noble address on:that occasion. His counsels recommended
forbearance and: patience; and the excited soldiery followed them'; and
though sufféring greatly from actnal destitntion, returned peaceful to
their homes. And with their full concurrence and approbation; the man
who sought thus to lead them into rash proceedings, has had his name
deservedly assigned toa position not much lower than that of Benedict
&rnold en the roll of infamy. ; : ) C

Now, in a crisis like'that which at present seems to imperil the existing.
interests and welfara of our country—what is the obvious and primary
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uty of every -American citizen? The question appertains not to posi-
gion or standing, but concerns the man in public or in private life ;
whether he occupy the Presidential or Gubernatorial chair, or the halls
of legislation, or ig fouud attending to his own private affairs. Itis a
plain and'simple question; and certainly the solution need not be diffi-
cult, Can any manseriously believe thatin any now oecurrent, or sober-
iy anticipated emergeney, the dissolution ot our confederacy can be an
altéernative in themind of a true hearted American patriot? Or- that
sich'a procedure can in sober thought, be a remedy for any existing or
justly anticipated-evils® I shallnotattempt to dwell upon the unattera-
ble horrors necessarily resuiting from sucha catastropae—buman lan-
guage itself must fail in the effort to depict them ; but I hesitate not to
say, Gentlemen, that the man who, in view of the love entertained for the
Union by the great mass of the American people; and in view of the yet
antried and undeveleped powers and resources ef the Government to re-
dress all uncenstitutienal grievances ; wonld understandingly announce
this alternative in view of any emergency that has yet transpired; or of
any emargency which iz on any probable grounds anticipated; nof only
is net the true friend of his country, but deserves to be regarded as her
foo. It is an alternative the adoption of which nothing of the kind can
be even pretended te justfy., Suppose, for illustration, that ene of the
saen, either north or south, who 1§ ever imsisting om this alternative,
should insist that, in & certain other centingency, he eonld have no other
alternative but to go home and eut his father’s throat, ravish his mother,
and murder his wife and children ? and should affirm that circumstances
were rapidly driving him to the adoption of this alternative ? ¥You may
bring inte account all the suppesed ard supposable grievances, and
causes of prevocation, tending to develop the alleged emergency ; and
yet wonld any man who is not an idiot, or the basest of miscreants, adrié
that the perpetration of such a crime should be the alternative in any
contingency whatever ? And how much worse would such a ciime be,
than that of breaking up our confederacy, and invelving the country in
all the unspeakable horrors consequent vpon so atrocious a procedure ¢ 1
therefore, repeat it, that the man who will insist wpon such an alterna-
tive in any actually existing, er seriously anticipated contingency, is not
the frierd of his country, but deserves te forfeit her esteem and confi-
dence forever. We owe it to ourselves, fellow-citizens ; we owe it to our
<country, ia the present crisis—and we owe it to those whe are to come af-
ter ug, and whose interests are uow in our keeping ; fearlessly to make
this avowal, and to stand by it regardless of all eonsequences—that the
-man who intelligently, and for any existing or justly enticipated reason,
would seriously advise or atiempt the dismemberment of this Cenfederacy,
18 @ foe and traitor te his couniry, and should be so regarded by every
American patriot. Bring up all the grievances, real or supposed, which
have been asserted to invelve the necessity for such a step; and what
right has any: man to assume that they cannot be redressed under the
legitimate administratien of constitutional prerogatives? Or that the
‘people will'ever peimit any Administration to trample npon the Consti-
‘tution iteelf? No man gver has had, or ever can have, the 1ight to as-
sume anything of the kind, until those prerogatives have been fully ex
ercised, and have been found to fail ; and until the people have evinced
& heedless disregard of the duties they owe to Liberty and the Coustitu-
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tion. And therefore, na man has, or can have the right, as matters now

stand, to assame the alteruative of dissolution in case either of the adeop-.

tion, or non adoption of any specific p'-f)!icy whatever. If wrong or in-
justice be-attempted, the just presumption is, that the country will set it
1ight——for it is pot to be presamed that any existing grievance when
properiy brought before the people of the Republic, wiil not be ultimsate-
ly and tully redressed ; ner that digsolution can f‘eci_l'gss any wrong that
will not he righted under the just exercise and administration of consti-
tutional poswets.

In considering the question as to the duty of the gevernment in case &
portion of the confederacy should attempt its disselution, we must, of
course, admit the fact that the people possess the undoubted right to
change or modify the Coustitution—and that this is a first principle in
all Democratic organizaticns: as.n any of our Smtgs the people may
change; modily, rewodel, or l'e-eslgibhsh a fo‘tate ‘constltution. Bat then
suppose a single ecounty or two in one of the States should undertake
such a procedureon the p_iea of eppressive State legislation, and abao-
lutely retuse to acquiesce in the State government ¢ Can any one admit
such aright? or doubt what would be the duty of that government in
guch an emergency ? If any one should, let him advert to incidents n
our national history which have established suflicient precedents in all

such cases. 1t is not competent to any minority thus to change, much.

less to dissolve a conmstitution ; and it were the extreme of folly to pretend
such a thing. The State, in such a case, neither has, por can have any
alternative but to regard every attempt of this kind, as rebellion and trea-
son, and to treat its authors and abettors, as rebels and traitors. Should
a minerity see preper toseek, even at the point of the bayonet, a remedy
for alledged grievances, let them do it; bat this certainly gives them
neither right nor authority to break down the Government, aud abolish
the Constitution. These assuredly, are first principles. And in the
light of them, the present issue should be considered. No State, and no
Gozen of omr States, either has, or can have any suchright. Andif they
insist on possessing and exercising any such power or authority whatev -
er, they must be met just there, and at that point—and cvery friend of
the Constitution and ot the Union, shouldresolve to meet them just there.
The puint is not to be conceded. It they insist on it, they, of course,
have the fuil liberty to.do so: DButif they venture to insist on it by
attempting tooverturn the.Constitution, and.imperilling the :intercsts of
the majority of their fellow citizens along with their own; they musttake
the righteous and inevitable consequences of such aprocedure. As pa-
trints—as mep true to their country, to posterity, and to God, - we have
no other course to pursue, but to regard and treat all such attempts as
treasonable and rebellivus To concede the opposite prineiple would be &
great absurdity, and perfectly suicidal both to constitution and country.
And it i8, moreover, what 4he Secessicnists themselves wonld mnever
concede to a minoiity in their own district, if it wereadverse to their
operations, and could beput down. And then, further, the principle stol-
tifies itself. Suppese, for imstance, that several States, claiming the
right to do so, shounld determine to break up our Constitutioa by departing
from the Union  There would still be found in each of those states a mi
nority of the citizens ut.erly opposed to such & procedure; and in favor
ot the Constitution and Union @ & miporky which, on fhe very principle
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ecntended for by the Sccessionists, has the right to eppose them, if needs:
be, at the cannon’s mouth ; and which is, ol course, entitled on eveiy
just and equitable ground, to ask the General Government to aid them.
i maintaining their rights. And, by parity of reasor, the Governmeut
is beund torespect their rights,and to sustain them in their legitimate ex-
ercise. So that on this ground alone the Government may justly and
constitutionally proteect itself agaimst all such proceedings aiming at its
subversiou. - And then still further, it is self-evident that our Govern-
ment posseses the right to protect itgelf from being subverted, or ower-
thrown ; and is justly entitled to employ all legitimate means
for its preservation. On these principles I cannot here expatiate ; but as
they are undeniable, it is obvious that the friends of the Constitation
and of their country, are bound at every hazard, to put down by arns, if
necessary, all attempts aiming at its overthrow. True, a erisis like this:
would be unspeakably sad and dreadful; but in such.an extremity thers.
isleft no other alternative. And here, gentlemen, let us take our posi-
tion, and ealmly abide the issne, regardless of consequences. God in his.
Providence has established eour confederacy, and cemented its parts te-
gether with as noble blood as ever flowed in human veins. And as its
interests at the present time are committed to the keeping of the genera-
tion now upon the stage of life, we are called upen to stand by it to the
death. Life i3 a mere bauble compared to the mighty interestsinvolved;
a bauble which-we should not for a moment hesitate to cast aside, if:
brought into competition with those interests ; and ere_we should eonsent;
that those interests be sericusly imperilled; or be willing to inherit the
deep and damning infamy we should so justly deserve, if, for the sake of
life, or any earthly good, we should surrender the claim which they, who
areto come after us, have to receive inviolate at our hands the blood-
bought inheritance which we have received in trustfor tbem. If death;
or infamy like this, be the alternative, the wretch who would chaose to
live deserves notthe name of an American. He is only fit to be the de-
grading tool of mere designing demagogues; and deserves no higher
Jestiny than to live and die a slave.

Bat, fellow-citizens,while we ingist onthese things; aad should ever stand:
ready, at every hazard, to insist on them; it would be unpardonable te.
pass, as if unworthy of consideration, the circumstances which have tended
to develop sectional strife,and npon whichmen, who cloak theirambitious
and selfish aims under the specious pretense of zeal for their country, have
seized for the purpose of carrying into effect mere partizan purposes.—
Let us briefly consider these grievancesatleged to exist both at North and:
Seuth ; and in view of them cxamine whether a remedy for all or for
aav of them may be rationally hoped for by a dissolutionof the Union.

The disposition which has been exhibited by individuals at the North.
to maddle with the internal rights and policy of the Southern States, is,
aud hag longbeen a righteous ground of complaint. There is no right
roresacredly guaranteed and guarded by the Constitution of our confed-
eracy, than the right of eachState to regulate its ewn internal police, and
administer its own: private affairs. To trifle with this right, or to treat it
as unworthy of regard; and yet claim an adherence to either the lettex.
or the spirit of the Constitution is base hypocrisy ; and the man who.
is guilty of it thereby forfeits all claim to the protectien of the Constitu-
tion and of the Government. Bnt lgi us be careful not to confound a

i
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elaim to such interference with the undoubted right to free speech and
free discussion on. any amd every sobject relating to our country. The
one right is as sacred as the other, and equally guarded by the Con-
stitution ; nor can it be for one moment admitted that the 1ight of -a
State to administer its intérnal affairs can in any sense absorb or abol-
ish the right to freedom of speech which-is the inalienable possession
of every membuer of tite hody pelitic. They are perfectly distinct; and:
in their legitimate exercise, can never come really into collision. DBus
when men will impertinently intrude into a neighbor’s family affairs, of
which they know little or nothing; and insist upon making them a sub-
ject of discussion ; the annoyance may be undoubtedly great; but such
things occur everywhere; and patience and rebuke are the best resource
under impertinences of that sort. But to attempt a remedy by destroy-
ing our nation and dissolving the Union, would be about as rational as
for a man to cure the tooth-ache by chopping off his head. Evils which
cannot be remedied without rushingheadlong into evils seven-fold greater
or into hopeless ruin, are to be borne patiently, until the time fora just
redress arrives. We count tbe suicide, if, sane, a coward, who from
apprehension of evil here, will destroy his life; and rush unbidden into
the presence of God; and into the retributions of eternity. Under the
Divine Government evils like these, whetlier national or personal, will
be legitimately redressed, if redress be patiently sought; and when- we
have no choice but thus to seek it, ur to rush into irretrievable ruin, we
may certairly recommend the less evil of the two.

There are other sources of annoyance, hoth at the Seuth andNorth,which
have teuded to produce the present state of things in our nation. I say,
both at the North and Sonth—for that man iz a mere pretender to patri-
otism whose interest in his cowntry’s welfare is bounded by sectional
lines ; and we should utterly and forever repudiate, as the merest pre-
te1ders to patriotism, the whole of that herd of were office-seekers whe.
elaim to be “ Neorthern men with Southern priaciples ;” or ¢ Seuthern
men with Northern principles.” Under our Constitution, I neither now
know, ner ever have known, nor éver will know, a North or a South ; an
East or a West, Ihave pledged myself to sustain the Comstitution of my
country, and the blood-cemented Union of the States; and as a citizen of
the Republic, ackrowledge myself opposed to any meagure, and to any
man that would trample upon either ; let the measure or the man comwo
from the North or from the South—from the Bast or the West. The true
statesman and patriot, will, without respect to any sectional division
whatever, seek the enforcement of the Constitution ; and respect alike,
the constitutional rights and prerogatives of all. Ife will listen to, and
respect the complaiut of the South that many at the Nerth openly resist
their guaranteed right to recover their fuyitive slaves. And he will
equally regard the complaint of the North, that many at the South are
seekiug to disgrace our common country, by an attempted revival of the
African Slave-trade ; the mongt execrable piracy that ever the sun shone
upon. And se too, of the fifty other seurces of grievance which have
been the subjects of complaint. In all such, and similar cases, he will
astand forth the determined adveecate of the Constitution, and of the guar-
anteed rights of all who are under it. i

At the present time, the crisis of all the alleged antaconisn s, seems
to be maturing the more rapidly, from the fact that a Presidential election
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is approacking. And while werepndiate, and utterly demounce the sen-
timent that the election of a President by a constitutional majority, hav-

ing views of public policy; with which the minority do not coincide,
would furhish-any ground for the dissolution of ihe Unien ; and whilewe
cpenly ipledge ourselves that, whoever may be chosen to the offics of
Chief Magistrate of the Repubdic, in a counstitutional way, shall receive
from us:in.thé lawful discharge of his duties, the same willing .obedience
and. full:suppert which we have ever given to his predecessors, and sus-
tain and ‘protect-him in the lawful discharge of those duties, from-all-en-
emies within and withount—-at bome! or abroad : we should notlose sight
of the fact, that nething of these alledged griewances, both at the North
and South, will -be forg otten ; or fail to have the worst possible construc-
tion put upon it-by representative party demagogues. What meanness is
sc debasing ; what villainy so execrable ; whatiniquity so.inhuman ; that-
party hacks have not stuoped to it for effecting political purposes! Ly-
ing ; and slander; and knavery in all its forms; and brutaizing vice,

are, nuder suck circnmstances, evan regarded as virtues, if they only tend
to the elevation of a pelitical aspirant’; or to crush and defeatan antag-
onist,. ‘'The impression made upon the mind of a continental European
gentleman, who was in our eountry during a recent Presidential canvass,
wag-expressed by him in these words @ ‘¢ The Amerieans select as can-
didates for the Presidency the greatest rascals in the country.” And
such would seem to be the tair impression upsn any candid mind. who
would peruse our paitizan discussions at such a time. Well may we ex-.
pect, therefore; that in the approaching canvass, the mere demagogue
will make the roost of the existing causes cof sectional complaint ; and
that if able to do so, he will, in erder to camy his point, recklessly seek
to fan theembers into a flame, that shall consume the goodly edifice of
our Constitution and Unica. Already. both,.at South and North, we
Lear it said by partizans of this sert, thalif the Democrats elect a pro-
slavery man, and if the Republicans eleet 2 candidate to carry ont their
principles; the. Union must be dissolved—statements which evince beyond
all rational:deubt the utter unfiiness of either party to be entrusted with
the interesis of this great nation at the present timne. ~And then from the
extreme borders of the land, we hear it announced by some of the offi-
cials, that the States there, are already prepared to dissolve the Union——
an apnouncement; which, hewever true it may be, when uuderstood of
mere parfy demagegues, can never be true of the great' body of conserv-
ative citizens:there, while they remember that thoseStates have suffered
the very least of all the contederacy, from tlie alleged grievances; no,

not-all.of them together a hundredth part of what has been suffered by

Missouri, orour own Stde, or ¥irginia, or Maryland. The ambitiouns

dermagogues therein, may aspire to pre-eminence in offensivedictatorship,

and in treason tn the Constitution and Union; and to a fanaticism as

despicable as that of Wendcll Phillips and Garrison, and their coadju-

tors in the :North ; but amoeng the honorable and patrietic and consider-

ate men who compose the great body of the inhabitants of those States,

thiey will meet with aslitile sympathy as they would meet with here. And

we doubt not, that the patriotic men there, stand ready, with their con-

gervative brethren sll over the Union, to unite for the rescus of their
country ; and to'distiss to private life all those whose miserable dema-

gogism has been trifling with, and imperilling her weltate.
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it is always unfortunata for the'peace of the: coutifry when mes
cians and partizans imagine that'they themselves aré'thie peopless For
their own aggrandisement‘they geck to ** obfageste” the minds of’ theit
constituénts—and when they, to a certain extenit] suceeed, elaim thatthey,
o their-low, selfish operations; are representing’ the people. . But mieny
wko, for any reason, and under any circumstances; ard éapablecof: bhin-
dering in this 'way, ought surely not to expect-that anintelligent:pdople
will be willing to entrust the interests-of the’ conntrydo shoirhands.  In
&ll such ‘cagés the people have & daered duty to: perterdn:. thisymusttake
the interests ‘of ‘the country:into their own keeping.: ‘And in the matter
before ‘18, fellow-citizesis, our duty is plain. Te'themen who. in their
boundless self:conceit and arrogance; presume to ‘say, thatthey: will, .on’
such~and such contingencies, “dissolve:rthe: Union; ~we: must<reply by
saying, beth:by ouriwords and by -our acfions.: . *“ Hogowidon't: dissolve.
the Union on any such contingency ! Attempt it,‘and we skall very soon
dissolve you ! If you, as individuals, dentiike the Union}goiont-ofit;
and gowhere you please ; there is room enough for you elsewhers in the
world . - But while we remember the mighty, owtlay of ireasure and of doil
and of ‘blood. that it cost to establish the Union ;and the mighty. interests
involved in its perpetuotion; yoir attempt to-dissolve i, witl be fatal
only to yourselves. We have an interest'in this mutter asiosl: asyou
have. You may imperid your own interest-if oy choose’; but wok 1o you
i yow atlempt to imperil ours!” SRR ceass g AVE

1 cheerfully ‘adinit that in: the original formation' of our: Government,
and inihe adoption of the Constitution. it 'was entirely optional ‘with: the
States to enter the Union, or ‘mot.” Fhey. were ‘afliberty to refuse, and
kad the right to de so, if they saw proper. And we may further-admit
that'were those original States still the only existing ‘parties, they might
stand, as yet, in a very different’ relation to this whole questien' from
what they donow But such is not the. faetyy and were ‘the whole! of
them now disposed to subvert the Union: aud:Constitution, they :conld
have not the shadowof either moral:or legal right tode so.” It would be
a most absurd idea, thatbecause parties mdy have a:right’ to'enter inte
contract, they necessarilyhavethe right, alse; todissolve: the contract.at
pleasure, and without regard te the imterests of ‘othtrs, which:may have
become.involved thereit. 'The idea hasinothing:te snstain it:in:morals ;
and is repudiated alike by ecclesiastical and hy: civil jurispridence, and
by the laws of nature and of nations. And{or any-State,;or any < nua-
ber of the States of our corfederacy to assmmneit, is to assume a-preposter<
ous absurdity as the basis and warranty of their operations.. And:if
such persons expect that the people of var country will submit to-have
their rights and welfare trifled with and impeflled on groundslike those,
they have made a-calculaticn which-itwillhardly be-safe ‘to act upotii—
And I callupen you, feliow citizeas ; and ye, citizen-soldierys Linvoke
you by theievered nawme and sacred memory of Washingten ; and’ of
our venerated ancestors who''so fréely shed their blood to procurethe
blessings wenow enjey ; 1 invoke you by the memory. ot our noble fathers
who in a second war with England, vindicated our right'to this inherit-
ance; 1 invoke you by the remembered deeds. of our bretbren who'so
Jately mairtained upon the many well foaght fickds in' Mexieo, the reputa-
tion of our country, and the unsullied bonor ‘o1 :her: flag; -I inveke you,
by the aelfare and happiness of those whd are to.come after-us, and
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who hava the right te receive at our bands-this sgered inheritance as un-.
tarnished and as aninjured as-we ourselves received it: Iinvoke you by
these considerations, so sacred to the heart of every true man, tbat with-
outregard to party-or to person ; without regard to sectional divisions,
or geographical lines ; yow stand forth as true men should stand, for
your country.and the Union, - N .

. /On thig whole subject et us listen to the voice of Washington.- In hig
Farewell Address; he says; “The unity ef gevernment which constitutes:
you one people,:-is also new dear to you. It is jastly so; forit is a
main piliarin the edifice of your real independence; the support of yonr
tranquility at-home; your peace abroad, of yo ir safety of your prosperi-
ty ; of-that veryiliberty which you sohighly prize  But as it 15 easy to
Joresee, that. from-different causes, and from different quarters, much
pains will:be taken, many artifices. employed to weaken in your minds, the
conviotion. of thissruth ; as this is the point in your political fortress
againstwhich the batieries of internal and external enemisg will be most
constantly and actislvy (though often covertly and insidiously) directed,
it 48 of infinite moment that you should properly estimate the immnense
valus of your national union toyour collective and indwwidual happiness;
that you shonld cherish a cordial, habitual, and immovable attachment to-
it ; acenstoming yourselves to think and speak of it as a palladium of your.
political safety and prosperity; watching tor its preservation with jeal-
ous anaxiety ; descounienancing whatever mmay even Suggest & Suspicion
that 3t can, in any event, be abandored; and indignanily frowning upon
the first dawning of every attempt to alienate any portion of owr counlry
Jrom therest, or to enfeeble the sacred ties-which now link together the va-
rious:parts.” ¢ All obstructions to the execution of the laws, all combi-
nations and associations, under whatever plausible character; with the
real design: te: divert; cotrol, connteratt, or awe the regular deliberation
and action of :the.constituted authorities, are destructive of this funda-
wental principle, and of fatal tendency.”

Such then is the sapport given by the Fathet of our Counntry to the
position which we assnme. He knew no North norSouth, as respects
his country; and regarded every man as his country’s foe, who, on any
pretext whatever, should seek a dissolation of the Union

Fhe sime sentiments were thus expressed by Henry Cloy, ata public
meeting in Baltimore : «“There is one point, however, on which I feel a%
liberty to express myself fully—Zallude to the Union of the States. This
question ig, in'my view, paramount to every other. There is none of
sufficient importance to be considered in connection with it.” Thenrising
to-his full height, his eye flashing fire, he added:

T all circumstances, in My and every event, I shall tabor for the perpetuily
of the Uuion. Let the storm come from whatever guarter # may, I am prépared
to meet.it, and to stand by owr glorvieus Conrjederacy,”’ :

WessTER, in the Senate, also said in refeiring to the same subject:
Peaceable Secession! Sir, your eyes and.mine are never destined to see
that miracle. It is an utter impossibility  Where is the line to be
drawn ? What: States are to secede? What is to reinain American ?—
Where am-T to be? An American nolonger? Where is the flag of the
Republic to remaint  Where is the eagle still to tower? Or is be to
cower and shiink and fall to the groun] #—But the idea must be of &
separation, incluling the slave Stat2zupon one sils, and the free States.
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on the other. Sir, I hold the idea a3 amoral impossibility: :. We.corld
not separate the States by any snch line, af we weré: to.draw -it: “We
could notsit down here to-day, and draw:a line of separation; tiatowontd
satisfy any five men in the country.—Tle world is' leaking toward s
with extreme anxiety. For myself, I propose-sir, to abide by thie:prinei:
ples; and the purpose which- 1-have avowed. ::1 8HALL ‘sTaNm &Y 'THR
UxioN, AND BY ALL WHO sTAND 3Y IT.—L shall act for the;good: ef:the-whola
country,in all I do. I meanTo sraxp vron TaeConstivrion:: 1 : NEED
NO OTHER PLATFORM.: Ishall know but ene country:: I wasborn
an Anerican; I live an Ameérican; 1 shall die an. Amerinan ;iand F in-
tend to perform the duties incumbent in thatchatacter! to the énd of my
career. I mean'to do this, with anabsolute disrégard-of personal:conse-
quences.—Let the consequences be what they ‘willy: I -am:careless. - No
MANTCAN SUFFER TOO MUCH, AND NO MAN CAN FALLTOO 800N, :1F HESUFFER, ‘O
1F HE FALLIN DEFENSE OF THE LIBERTIES0R CONSTITUTION OF ‘RIS COUNTRY.V*

Gew. Housrox, after uttering substantially the same doblesentiments,
added, “{deny the power of all the: ultras on earth ‘to-dissclve the
Union, or to rend it in twain.=<Ir 1T MUST.BE DISSOLVED; I wise tharats
RUINS MAY BE THE MONUMENT OF MY GRAVE: AND TUE GRAVES OF MY FAMILY.
I wisH NO EPITAPH TO BE WRITTEN TO TELL. THAT: I::SCRVIVED 'THE RUIN OF
rais Gromioos UNTON f0 0 L v v ne e dena st

Omitting many equally admirable aria:pertinent declarations of Sena-
tors and Representatives both:from the North:and South; 1 wilkhere! bejet-
ly quote from the remarks of the Hozorarre' Jemwwisd ‘Gringie (Hien
of Alabama,) who at a public meeting::in - Huntsville, saide : “Restleds
men,—men of blind prejudices and -headstrong passione-<will dsured]s
say aud do things calculated to disturb’ theharmeny of - the Repulit i!;;
may be that in some Srates excitément may -earry them 1o the vergé ‘of
secession. hope Alabama may not be found among :the number’—
Then referrin to a visit wkich he: had récently made: to the: ol of
Washington, he adds : ‘“Clouds and'darkness then Liovered over the land.
Disunion was a familiar word. Most-of .us ‘had: lest confidence  in-our
northern brethren, and were looking forward'to. a vielent-términation:of
the impending controversy. .'I gazed wpon e gpot “wheré: the:femains
of that great and goed' man repose; andiasked; - To :whort will 7ls befong
when' we are divided? Itwas not forithe Sedth.alodedie fomght s nat for
the Soutb alond he spurned-a-kingly'diadem.. The. South, jideed;’ gave
him to the nation, but be gave to the’ ‘whole- landliberty”and-indepen-
dence, and all alike are theheirs of his glory The: pilgtimi ifrom: Brnk-
er Hilj; as well as he from Camden;has a ‘right to visit:that: ‘sajered spot
and kneel and worship there. 1lis awful shade weuld rise 16" febuke
the section that dared’appropriate him'to’itself: We cannotdivide him,
nor can we divide the trophies gathered on the blosdy fields of the Rev-
olution —~Many asoiled banner which-once ¥ved above a hadghty foe,
is now to be seen atthe:Capitol of the Republic, and the American who
can look upon them and not feel bis heart keat quicker and his step grow
prouder and firmer, s nnworthy of the pamie. " Al :thése were joimtly
won and belong to us io cémmon.? - . T LA €

While such sentiments prévail among the gallantspiritsof the Southern
States, we shall continte to distegard all the threats, and belligerént in-
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mations; of the officials: and party- -demagognes in thoge States. Wa
shall néver:donbt that thetrue hearts there, stand ready, at the call of
their-country, toarise in their strength, and if needs. be, to quench the
fames aftraason with the blood.of tha traitors, swho should seek to kindle
them into a.consuming fire. ;

Dtmxngrthendmlnxstratxon of Pmsmmz? Jacrsow, and when nullifiza-
tion was so: rife in the miads of voms ; and even by our best and greatest
men. gerious apprehensions were enterramed a3 to the permanency of the
Hnion ;. it will:be recellected by some of you that the General visited
New York: ¢ After:higentrance lie appeared upon the balcony of the City
Hall; and, ashabebeld the countless multitndes of well-dressed, orderly
citizens;, from: New ¥ark,;:New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and other States,
who had.assembled to dobenor to the Chief Mao:strate of ‘the Repubhc 3
and heard:the long rolling thunders.of their enthusiastic cheering ¢ he,
turning:to Goxernor: Marcy, said; with qmvermwhp, “ZVulhﬁcMwn will
never toke root kere’ And I assure you my friends, that New York
and her sister States stand ready to make that declaration g gool at any
t;me,‘and in any way that cizcomstaeces may require.

Bat if the.crisis must come ;. if. the pewer. of the people te sustain the
Govemment and Constitution bv puttmcrdown all traitors and treasonable
prcgects against the perpetuity of the Union, must be tested ; Isay, lez
it come!. and.thesooner it comes the better! T am ne advocaze for an ap-
peal to:arms ;. but when our country has no cheice but this, or disgrace
and: rainy let the appeal be made. . Ibsuch acontest wes hall have Ica-
-ven on eur side. -The:God of eur Fathers who sustained: them amid all
theirsufferings, and trials, and perils; and by thew blood established our
freedom, and erected and cemented this confaderacy ; will not forsake us
in the.same righteons cause.. And while I am assured that Religion,
and thewhole family of Christian brotherhood, will be truein this strug-
gle, I mayibe permitted toadd thatI should be undeserving of member-
ship in the Charch which I represent, were I capable of Lesitation in a
erisis and in & controversy like this. That Churceh threw the whole of her
hallowed: influenee into the Rﬁvoiutionan} struggle : her ink is f’omd on
-the eharer of -our Iudependence ;. her Rosbowmrh and Caldwell, when
called to? rvield their lives for the. no le stand the,y took for. Fmedon, cheer-
tted-to death, at the bands of the terocions hordes of I_nola,ni

3 vay 3 and from Maine.to Gegrgia her sons pomed forth their
ood hge sater, upeneyery. battlefield of the Rewolution, in defense of
the deazest,rights of maa. Aud sheuld the times ever reguire, you will
find that:she. xmllstand by the Union till death . In such a contest her
sons have learned. to rejoice that they have a life to Jay wpon the altar of
eur’ comymon copntry. If the moble and gloricus structure of our Union
must, perish, it shall not pegish until we are no longer able to stretch fortix
a hand jn its defense: Folfhe canse-of the Union has beocme gnite tun
deeply identified with the cause ot religion and humanity for us to think
of permitting itle perish shoit of this. Nor shal] those stars and stri ipes,
beneath which oursirss movad en to victory and I teedom, evel be strick
en down. t1 ] we have ceased to be spécta;uzﬁ of eaxthly scencs

e e

*Itis truly glatxfymg to. perceive that the following emplatic declaration of
the same old Hero is fast becommg a householl word in our country and wmuss
doubtless seon stand as an Amesioas | mazim ;. “Toz Dapoy Muse AvD sHALL BE
PRESERYED.” -
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Pormit mo to counclade with tho words of the great American states-
man, who, in his reply to Serator Hayneé, remarked: ¢ While the
Union lasts, we huve high, exciting, gratifyimg prospects spread out be«
fore us; for us and our children. Beyond that, f seek not to penetfrate
the veil. God grant, that,in mny day at least, that certain may net rise.
‘God grant that en my vision never may be opened what lies behind.—
When iny eyes shall be turned to behold, for the last time, the sun iw
Heaven, may I not see kim shining on the broken and dishonored frag-
ments of a once glorious Union ; on States dissevered, discordant, bel-
ligerent ; on a land rent with civil feuds ; or drenched, it may be, in fra-
ternal bleod ! Let that last feeble and lingering glance, rvather behold
the gorgeous Ensign of the Republic, now known and henored through-
out the earth, still full high advanced, its arms and trophies streaming im
their original lustre, not a stripe erased or poliuted, not a single star ob-
scured—bearing for 1ts molte no such miserable interrogatory as, What is
all this worth ? nor those other words of delusion and folly : Ziberty
Jirst, and Union afterwards : but everywhere, spread all over in charac-
tevs of living light, blazing on all its ample folds, as they float over the
sea and over the land, and in every wind of the whole heavens, that oth-
er sentimcnt, dear to every true American heart—LIBERTY AND
UNION, NOW AND FOREVER, ONE AND INSEPARABLE.”

0™ At the conclusion of the Oration, the following benediction was
pronounced by the Rev. L. Parker, of the Methodist Episcopal Church,
and by request of the citizens has been furnished for publication :

** And now may the Graqe of eur Lord Jesus Christ, be extended tor
a3, and may the religion of Christ Jesus be the feligion of our Nation.—
Aud may the love of God ; the God of Abraham, anl the Gol of Wash-
ington, who led our armies to conguest, rule in our hearts, and may he be
our God, and the God of our chiliren And may the comfori and fel-
Towship of the Holy Ghest, be with us as a nation, until every malignant
and treasonable passion shall die ont of us; and we be perfectly united im
one comman and general biotherhued. And when the tramp of Al
mighty God shall call the nations to judgment, may we, being prepared,
“be taken up into LJeaven, to praise the Triune God, werld without end—
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