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DISCOURSE

Delivered on the 6th of Sept‘embei’,

1772,
In the Dutch Church of

S CRONX

On Occafion of the Hurricane which happen-
ed on the 31ft day of Auguft; being the
moft dreadful known among thefe Iflands,
fince their firft {fettlement.

By HUGH KNOX, Minifter of the Prefbyte=
- raan Church on this Ifland.

------- Ac wenti, velut agmine falo, Dud data perti, raunt,
&5 terras turbine perflant  Incubuere mari, totumgue a fedibus imis
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wolvunt ad litora flultus.  Infequitur Clamorgue Virum, fridorque
rudentum. Eripiunt Subito nubes Calumgue diemque Virerum ex
oculis : Ponto nox incubat atra. Intonuere poli, & Crebris, micat
ignibus Lither . Préfentemque iris intentant emniz mortem,

Virg, Zn. 1. 1. 86:
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To his Excellency ULRICH WILHELM
- Von ROEPSTORFF, Governor-General
~ over the Joint Danith Iflands in America.
May it pleafe your Excellency,

OT only the eminent place you hold as the
Chief “ruler of this Ifland, but alfo, and

more efpecially, your peculiar attention to the befe
snterefts of it, in the prefent calamitous conjunc-
ture of affairs, together with the allive part
you have born, and are flill bearing, in foothing
the calamities, alleviating the diftreffes, and
Sfupplying the wants of its fuffering, ruined in-
habitants, by a_feries of bumane ediéts, whole-
fome regulations, and private charities, which
do honour to human nature, and to Chriflianity
stfelf 5 will be mentioned to your Honour with
beart-felt gratitude, by a generation yet un-
born, and will fecure to you a monument more
durable than brafs, fo long as the unparalielled
Hurricane of the 31/t of Auguft, 1772, fhall
be remembered in thefe Ifles of the fea ;---and
thefe render it peculiarly proper, that a dif~
courfe delivered publickly on this alarming occa~
Sion, to a very confiderable audience, and which
it bas been thought expedient to make Yyet more
pué/z'c, as a memorial of our diftrefs and delive-
rance, and as an incentive to the beft marks of
repentance ; a reformation of manners Should be
dedicated to your Excellency, as its moft worthy

| j)atron. : .
The
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 The liberty you bave given me of mentioning
your name in the front of this imperject difcourfe,
of introducing it to the public under your pa-
tronage, and all the other condefcentions of your
Sfriendfbip, claim and bave my moft fincere and
rateful acknowledgments.

That the God, who, in mercy, bath fet you
over us at a time when he intended to chaften
and correél us, may profper and abundantly re-
award all your kind defigns and benevolent actions
to this poor and diftreffed people ;---that he may
animate you to perfeverance in the good work
you have fo laudably begun s===That be, who
hath the bearts of Kings in his band, may give
you the favour and approbation of your Gracious
Sovereign, and by that favour, make you an m~
Sfrrument of Jlll greater and more permanent
privileges to this people s-=-that he would long
continue you as a blefing among us s---make
your government pleajant and profperous, and,
at the clofe of your probationary Jlate, reward
you with a diadem of immortal glory, thro the
merits of bis dear Son; I nothing doubt are the
wifbes and prayers of all under your government,
but of none are they more fincerely and ardently

 fo, than of,
May it pleafe your Excellency,

Your Excellency’s
Moft Obedient and
Moft Devoted Servant,

HUGH KNOX.
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Isatan XXII. 12. 14. In that day did the
Lord GOD of Hofls call to weeping, and to
mourning, and to baldnefs, and to girding
qvith fack-cloth : And behold, joy and glad-
nefs, flaying oxen, and killing fheep; eating
flefb, and drinking wine; let us eat and
drink, for to-morrow we die. And it was
revealed in mine ears by the LORD of Hofis,
Surely this iniquity fpall not be purged jron
i youy “till ye rZ'e, Jaith the Lord GOD of
Hofis.
¥ S HHE wife man has told us that thereis ¢ a
PA 1 §® timeand feafon for every purpof¢ under the
f"”‘*.ﬁ{%}’f’i Heaven,”---in particular that there is a
.5t 3k yime to weep and a time to laugh; a time
to mourn and a time to dance---and that every thing
is feemly and beautitul in his feafon. (a) And he has
marked out, in a very efpecial manner, the duty of
two particular feafons ---¢ In'the day of profperity
(fays he) ¢ bejoyful;” ¢ butin the day of adverfity
confider. (b) In profperous times, we are allowed
to indulge to moderate chearfulnefs:---The nature of
fuch a feafon will admit of this ;---tho’ even in fuch a2
feafon, *we fhould rejoice with trembling ;---our joy
fhould be accompanied with ftri¢t temperance and
moderation.--it {hould be a fober, rational, and chrif~
tian mirth : And indeed, as the beft commentators
explain thefe words, it fhould be a fpiritual, rather
than a carnal mirth.---Our joy, in the day of profpe-
rity, fhould not thew itfelf 1n feafting and carroufing,
in mad and fenfelefs frolick and intemperance. (This
1s the mirth of Hottentots and Indians, when they fa-
crifice to their Idol Gods)---But in praifing god, and
A rejoicing
(2) Eccl 3. 1. 4. (b) 7. 14,

/
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rejeicing in his goodnefs, bounty and indulgence,
who is the author of cur profperity, and the giver of
every good gift. Thus thould we rejoice in the day
of our profperity : Nor will I deny, that we may alfo
indulge ourfelves in the chearful, innocent, and tems
perate ufe of God’s creatures ; provided we do this
with an humble and grateful fenfe of the bounty of
the giver.

But the day of adverfity; the evil and troublous
day; the day of want, fear, danger, or affliction,
calls for another, and a very different duty.---In the
day of adverfity, we are called to confider! We are
called to humble ourfelves before God, to mourn for
our fins, and to confider both wherefore God afflicteth
us, and by what means we may again recover his fa-
vour and indulgence.---We are called, not to rejoicing,
but to weeping; not to dancing, but to mourning ;
not to feafting, but to fafting ; not to gaiety, but to
covering with fack-cloth.---Now our blefled Saviour
efteems it a great piece of human and chriftian pru-
dence for men to difcern the figns of the times.---
“¢ O ye hypocrites, ({ays he, to the Pharifees and Sad-
duces,) ye can difcern the face of the {ky, but can ye
not difcern the figns of the times ?)”(c)---The book of
Providence 1s held up before the eyes of men, as well
as the book of Scripture,---and it 1s a very important
part of the duty and bufinefs of Chriftians to read and
ftudy this book; to mark and attentively obferve
God’s providential dealings both to others and to our-
felves, and thoroughly to confider to what duty or
temper of mind his providence, as well as his word,
calls us. Thus the Pfalmift, after recounting a num-

.ber of God’s providential dealings to mankind, both
merciful and affiéive, in the 107th Pfalm, concludes

it with this excellent remark, * Whofo is wile, ‘apﬁ
wi

(c) Matthew 16. 3.
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will obferve thofe things, geven they thall underftand
he loving-kindnefs of the Lord.” When we fee how
bountifully God provideth for every living thing, and
how wifely he hath fitted every living creature for pro-
pagating its kind, finding its own fuftenance, and
fhunning whatever 1s hurtful to it; we have a moft
firiking and convincing proof, not only of the being
of a God, but alfo of his power, wifdom, goodneis
and providential care.---When we {ec mankind endued
with fuch noble powers and capacities, and yet his na-
ture deformed with fo many vices and turbulent paf-
- fions, and his life fo full of forrow, pain, mifery and
affiction, and death ending the tragical fcene, and
mixing him with the duft; we have a ftriking and
convincing proof of the dignity of human nature on
the one hand, and on the other, of man’s guilt, cor-
ruption, and degeneracy, and that he is fuffering un-
d.r the juft frowns and difpleafure of offended Hea-
ven.-~ When we fee fuch great changes and revolutions
in mighty ftates and kingdoms ; fome raifed up, by
furprizing means, to wealth, profperity and grandeur;
and others reduced to nothing, and made defolate ;
mighty monarchs one day on a throne, and the next
in a prifon ;--rich men fuddenly made poor and indi-
gent ;---profperity quickly turned into adverfity ;
health into ficknefs ; ftrength into weaknefs ; beauty
into deformity ; honour and credit into difgrace and
infamy, and the moft blooming life, into death and
corruption ; thefe are loud leflons to us of the vanity,
emptinefs, and changeable nature of zll fublunary
things---of the uncertain nature and fhort duration of
all earthly comforts and enjoyments---and that life it-
felf is but a vapour and a thadow which pafieth away.
-~-When God’s providence is {miling upon ourfelves
in particular ; enduing us with a found and healthful

&2 body,
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body, and with a quiet and peaceful mind; profpering
our affairs; encreafing our families, cur {ubitance,

our friends and our credit ; giving us all things rickly
toenjoy, and fulilling our hearts defire.—-In fuch cir.
cumftances, we fhould well confider the figns of the
times ;---we are now indeed called to rejoice 3 but, at
the fame time, we have abundant reafon to watch and

pray left we enter into temptation; left we wax wan-

ton, and forget our God, and abufe our profperity,

and thereby provoke our Ged to turn the tide of our

fortune |

We thould confider, in fiuch circumftances, that

»od 1s now trying us, and feeing in what manner we
will improve his merciful providences, and what good -
ufe we will make of our profperous condition ;---al-
ways remembering, that all cur happincis is in his
hand and at his difpofal, and thet, if we proveke him,
1t is infinitely eafy for him to take away all our com-
forts from us: Nay, that he may do this, without
any fignal provecation, merely to try and exercife our
graces, as he did in the cafe of his {ervant Job.

When, on the other hand, God is pleafed (either
In judgment or mercy) to frown upon us; to impair
our health ; or diminith our fortune; or to ftrip us of
our friends and neceffary relations; or to chaftize us
In our families ; or to vifit us with peftilence, famine,
or the devouring fword ; or to fuffer our credit to be
hurt, or our reputation to be blackened among men;
or to vifit us with any other forrow, calamity, or af-
fliction whatever.—--Then it is moft certainly our duty
to obferve the figns of the times---to confider atten-
tively the probable caufes, nature and defign of thefe
providences, and wherefore it is that the Lord is thus
affiCting us, or what controverfy he has with us. We
fhould carefully hear the voice of the rod, and confi-

der
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der to what temper, duty, and Behaviour God is cal

ling us by thefe afflitive difpenfations of his provi-
dence..--And we thould endeavour, with all peflible
zeal and diligence, to alter what we find amifs in our
temper and conduct, and to fuit our {pirit and behavi-
our to the providences with which we are exercifed.
This, (my friends) fo far as I can colle& from
Scripture, and the reafon of the thing, is the proper
method of obferving and improving the providences:
of God. And, as on the one hand, all the providens
ces of God, both merciful and affli¢tive, would be
exceedingly beneficial to s, if they were thus obferv-
ed and improved by us; fo, on the other hand, it is
the mark of a ftupid, and undifciplined mind not to
regard the work of the Lord, neither to confider the
operation of his hand.--- Becauie, fays the Pfalmiit,
they regard not the works of the Lord, nor the opera-
tion of hic hand, he fthall deftroy them and not build
them up (d).” <« Let favour be thewed to the wicked
fays the Prophet, yetwill he not learn righteouinefs,
In the land of uprightnefs wiil he’deal unjuftly, and
will not behold the majefty of the Lord.”’--=¢¢ Lord!
adds he, when thy hand is lifted up, they will not fee,
but they fhali fee, and be athamed.--—-Bur as for us, In
theway of thy judements, O Lord, have wewaited for
thee (e).” T he ftupidity of the wicked will not fuffer
them to fee the Lord’s hand in his providence, even
altho’ it is evidently lifted up to deftroy them.-—And
aitho’, on, the other hand, he fhould fhew them favour,
and deal mercifully and indulgently with them, yet
will they not behold his majefty and mercy, nor learn
righteoufnefs, from fuch gentle and engaging leflons,
==-50 that both judgments and mercies are loft upen
them. « Why fhould they be ftriken away more,
they will but revolt more and more ? and altho’ Gad

thould
{d) Pfalms 28. 5. Ifaiah 5. 12, (e) Ifaiah 26, 18. 11.
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fhould nourifh themn, and bi'ir:]g them up as children,
yet will they not confider, but will rebel againft him
(£).” But as for wife and righteous fouls, who obferve
and confider Ged’s providential dealings, they will wait
for him, even in the way of his judgments ; even
when he is affuéting and chaflizing them, they will
feek unto him the more earneftly, and wait for {piri-
gual good from his chaftening hand. * Yea, in the
way of thy judgments, O Lord, have we waited for
thee 3 the defires, &c.

Ifrael had now a day of adverfity, and therefore was
called to contider. The enemy was daily expected
before the gates of Jerufalem, and God had, an hun-
.dred times over, affured them by his Prophets, that,
unlefs they repented and reformed their manners, they
fhould be carried away captive to Babylon.---But, 1t
feems, they obferved not, they cenfidered not, the
figns of the times ;---they did not behold the majefty
of the Lord, nor obferve the hand of his judgment
.which was lifted up over them, to punifh them.--:
They neither confidered that it was a day ot danger
‘and adverfity with them, nor did they (of confequence)
fuit their terper and conduét to the prefent difpenfa-
tions of God’s providence.-—-< In that day, fays the
‘Prophet, did the Lord God of Hefls, callto weeping,
and to mourning, and to baldnefs, and to girding
with fack-cloth: And behold joy and oladnefs ; flay-
ing oxen 2nd kiiling fheep ; eating flefh and drinking
wine ; let'us eatr, &c.” And it was revealed in mine
ears, by the Lord of Hofts, faying, furely this inl-
quiry fhall not be purged from you, till ye die, faith
the Lord God of Hofts. :

From thefe words 1 fhall by divine afliftance, 1it,
okferve the call of providence in the day of adverfity.
#-2dly, Shew you the great ¢ uilt of not obferving thiﬁ

ca
(f) Iaiah 3. 1. 4.
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call of providence, and conforming curfelvs to its dic--
tates, and 3dly, make fome particular application of
the fubject, fuited to our prefent diftrefled circum-
ftances, as a people, in conlequence of the late dread-
ful tempeft.

1. Then, I am to fhew what is the proper call of
Providence, in the day of adverfity.---¢ In that day,
fays the Prophet, did the Lord God of Hofts call to
weeping, &c.” .

Here, my friends, is the proper and genuine voice:
of want, danger, and affliction ;---or rather this is tha
meflage which God fends unto us, his creatures, by

.thefe providences. The voice of the Lord now cried

unto the city of Jerufalem, and to the inhabitants of
Judea,-—-« Weep, mourn, lament for your fins, re-
pentand return unto me, and I will have mercy upon
you, and deliver you from the power of your enemies.”
The Lord called them to a true repentance and refor- 1
mation of manners, and to all the outward {igns of
it, which, among the Jews and moft other eaftern na-
tions, were thofe here fpecified, viz. Weeping, mourn-
ing, fhaving of the head, and wearing of fack-cloth.
And indeed this is the duty to which God always cal-
led his ancient people, in the day of their danger and
adverfity ; inftances of which are VEry numerous in:
the Old Teftament, in the Books of Kings, Chro-
nicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Eflther, and the Prophets ;.
the general purport of all which is fummed up, in the:
prophecies of Joel 2. 12.19. “ Therefore alfo now,:
faith the Lord, turn ye even to me, with all your
heart, and with fafting, and with weeping, and with
mourning, and rent your heart, and not your gar-
ments, and turn unto the Lord your God, for he js
ﬁ'ﬁcious and merciful, flow to anger, and of great
indnefs and repenteth, &c.”

Therc‘
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| There are two great rules of duty, unto which it is
the indifpenfible duty. of all Chniftians to conform
! themfelves---namely the word and the providence of
God. And itis very remarkable that thefe two rules
S never contradiét each other.---Whatever duty the word
& of God cdi€tates, his providence dictates the fame alfo,
in the fame circumftances.-—-And whatever duty
the providencé of God calls us to, his word calls us
alfo to the fame.-—-And indeed this ought not to {cem
ftrange, feeing both thefe rules proceed from the fame
God, and both lead to the fame end, namely, the .

erfection and happinefs of mankind. Now, as our
temp-r and conduct fhould be wholly ruled and go-»
verned by the word of God ;---as our hearts and hves
fhould anfwer to the impreflions of this word, as wax
to the impreffions of the feal---So alfo, to the various
providences of God which we are under.---It fhould
be one of the chief cares and ftudies of our lives, to i
conform ourfelves to the difpenfations of divine pro-
widence—and to put ourfelves in that precife pofture

i which they dictate.

In order to make you fenfible of the beauty and
propriety of this conduct, I fhall make ufe of a re-
prefentation which is very common and familiar in
Scripture, and which, at the fame time, has fome-
thing in it {0 endearing and engaging, thatit fhould
feem furprizing how it comes to have fo litdle effect
upon Chriftians, and to make fuch flight impreffions
on their hearts, and conduct.---As God is the great
Father of fpirits, and father of the univerfe, fo the
New Teftament has taught us to confider him, ina
ftill more peculiar and endearing fenfe, as the father
of Chriftians.--¢ As their covenant God and father in
the Lord.” And they, as his children; as the fons

and daughters of the moft high God, who are taught
. tQ




to call him Abba, father, and'to confider themfelves,
as children, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God,
&e. (g).” |

Let us then look 1ip to God as our father, who al-
tho’ we fee him not, is yet ever prefent with us; and
who altho’ we regard him not, i1s yet momently fuf-
taining and {upporting us, and watching over us with
a moft paternal care. M

Let us next confider the mercies and afflictions of
this prefent life, as the means by which God our
Heavenly father teflifies his anger, or his indulgence,
to us his children. When the providence of God,
our father, brings us mercies, bleflings or comforts,
whither of a temporal or {piritual nature.---Let us then
confider our Heavenly father as fondling, embracing
and carefling us ;---as giving us the marks and tokens
of his fatherly indulgence, and as trying (if I may {o
{peak) by thefe endearing and engaging means, to win
us over to a chearful and filial love, duty, gratitude,
and obedience.

Again; as to the wants, troubles, dangers, for-
rows, afflictions and other calamities we meet with
here below, let us confider them (as we ought)as the
frowns of our father, and the marks and tokens of his
difpleafure.---Let us confider them as the rods where.
with he is chaftizing us, either to try our graces; to
correft our faults; to reduce us from our wander-
ings, or to bring us into 2 more near and intimate
communion with, and a more abfolute dependence
upon himfelf. It would be endlefs to enumerate the
various ends, reafons and purpofes, for which God
ufes thefe rods upon his children.---Sometimes jt may
be, to mortify and fubdue a corruption, fuch as pride,
luft, ambition, or the like.---Sometimes to improve

and exercife fome particular grace, fuch as humility,
patience,

(g) 2 Cor, 6. 18, Rom. 8. 14. 17,
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patience, or refignation.---Sometimes to awake the
Chriftian from floth and fecurity, and to engage him
to the renewed practice of fome long-neglected duty,
fuch as fecret prayer, meditation, felf-examination,
reading the Scriptures, or the like.---Sometimes it
may be to wean the hearts of his children, from too
great an attachment to the world, or to fome Creature,
Ido), or enjoyment.---Or, in general, to purify and
{an&ify their natures; to thew them the emptinefs and
vanity of every thing here below; to make them
the more thoughtful of their mortal and frail conditi-
on, and of that judgment and eternity which is {o faft
approaching. Now let us for a moment defcend from
Heaven to Earth, that we may afcend thither again
with the greater advantage.---Let us fuppofe a virtu-
ous and well governed tamily under the command
of a wife, juft, and good father.---Let us fuppofe all
his children to be fenfible of his wifdom, juftice and
goodnefs, and all, at the fame time, poflefled of a du-
tiful and obedient temper.---Let us {fuppofe that this
father, (after a long courfe of tendernefs and indul-
gence to thefe children, after gratifying them in all
their defires and requefts, and giving them the moft
fenfible proofs of his paternal fondnefs and affetion,)
fhould begin to frown upon them; to thew them
an angry countenance; to deny their requefts; to
withdraw his favours, and actually to corret and pu-
nith them ; while, at the fame time, he continued and
enereafed his favours towards their brethren and fifters.

Now let us confider how thefe children would, (at
leaft how they ought) to behave in thefe different cir-
cumftances.---I have already fuppofed that this father
is perfectly wife, good, and juft;---that all his chil-
dren are fenfible that there muft be great and fuffici-

ent reafon for this change in his conduct.---That they
. all
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afl perfectly love him, and are filled with the princi-
ples of reverence, duty, and obedience towards him.-—
This being once fuppofed, It is eafy to judge how they
will refpectively behave.---Thofe who are under the
frowns of their father, and the marks of his difplea-
fure, will be immediately ftruck with an anxious for-
row and concern.---They will immediately reflect up-
on themfelves and fay--- Oh! wherefore does our
father thus frown upon us ?---By what faulty or undu-
tiful behaviour have we forfeited his love, and loft his
favour ?---Were he a weak, partial, or capricious
man, who blindly beftowed his favours upon thofe
who had no merit; who was governed by prejudice,
and could be angry without caufe ;---we might ima-
gine we were unjuftly dealt by : But this is not the
cale.---Our father would not frown upon us, much
lefs corre¢t us, without fufficient reafon.---Oh, then
by what bad conduét have we provoked our father’s
difpleafure ?---We cannot bear his frowns.---The to-
kens of his difpleafure wound and break our hearts ;
and yet we know we deferve them. Let us therefore
fearch and try our ways, and fee wherein we have
done amifs, and return again to our duty and obedi-
ence.---Let us humble ourfelves before our father, and.
afk him with tears, what has difpleafed him, and
wherefore he contendeth with us.” § Such children,
will find fuch a feafon, a time to weep, and not a time
to laugh ; a time to mourn, and not a time to dance 3
a time to faft, and not a time to feaft ; a time to con-
fider, and not a time to rejoice. T heir own hearts will
eafily tell them the figns of the times, and what par-
ticular duties they call for and require. In fhort they
will go heavily all the day long, and never find reft, or
cale, or comfort, till they are fenfible that their fa-
ther 1s reconciled to them. : : ;

B2 - On
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- On the other hand, thofe who ftill retained the fa-
vour and good graces of their father---far from rejoic-
ing in the misfortune of their brethren and fifters, they
would pity and pray for them. It would fincerely
concern them that their brethren had been fo unhap-
py as to fall under their father’s difpleafure ; and they
would heartily with to fee amendment and reconcilia-
tion, And, as to their own particulars, altho’ they
could not but rejoice to fee themfelves ftill continued
in the good graces of their parent, and under the
{miles of his counténance,---yet they would not wax
wanton, or give themfelves up to mirth and levity on
this occafiony but the fall of their brethren would
caufe them to double their watchfulnefs and diligencs,
leaft they alfo thould offend their father, and fall un-
der his difpleafure,

Now, 1t is eafy to apply this to the fubjet in hand,
and to thew how the children of God ought to behave,
both in the time of profperity and adverfity.---Does
our Heavenly father frown uponus ? In that day doth
the Lord God of Hofts call us to weeping, and mourn-
ing, to baldnefs and girding with fack-cloth, to for-
row and repentance ?---On the other hand, Doth he
{mile upon us, and profper us; it behoves us indeed
to rejoice in God and in a fenfe of his goodnefs ; but
at the fame time, to make a wife ufe of our profperity,
and to be fober and watchful, as knowing that we
have no right to the mercies we enjoy, and that the
{malleft abufe or provocation, may juftly deprive us
of them. But I proceed

2. To fhew you the great guilt of not conforming
ourfelves to this call of providence, and obeying its
di¢tates. 4 God, by his threatnings and afflictive pro-
vidences called thefe Jews, to weeping, and to mourn-
ing, to baldnefs, and to clothing with fack-clot}’}-};
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The whole ftate of their af?fairs loudly told them that
they were under the divine difpleafure.---The Prophets
daily told them this from the mouth of God himielf,
and farther affured them, thatdf they did not fpeedily
humble themfelves, repent, and reform their lives,
and feek unto God, they would quickly be carried
captive to Babylon, and lofe both their civil and reli-
gious liberties, and privileges.

Such were the joint calls both of the word and pro-
vidence of the Lord God of Hofts.---But fo far were
this unhappy people from regarding this call, or con-
forming themielves to the prefent difpenfation of di»
vine Providence, that they ated juft the reverfe, and,
by this means, doubled their own guilt, and greatly
aggravated the divine difpleafure againft them. “ In
that day did the Lord God of Hofts loudly call them
to weeping, mourning, fafting and repenting ;---but,
infread of this, they indulged to all kinds of vanity
and luxury ;---they exercifed a riotous joy and glads
nefs, flaying oxen, and killing fheep; eating fleth,
and drinking wine---And what greatly aggravated this
crime, was, that they probably did thefe things in
contempt of the divine threatnings, and in a fpiteful
oppofition to the contrary commands of the Prophets.
They probably would not believe, not pay any regard
to the warnings of God’s Prophets, and therefore act-
ed thus to thew the fovereign contempt which they
had both for God’s word, and his fervants,

Now, let us obferve the manner in which the heni-
oufnefs of this fin is expreffed.---They would not hear,
nor conform themfelves to the call of God’s provis
dence ;---they would not weep, and mourn, and hum-
ble themfelves, and repent when God called them ta
thefe duties ;---but, as tho’ they would pour as much
contempt as poflible upon the divine warnings and

“ ' ' meflages,
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meflages, they turned the feafon of forrow, humilia-
tion and repentance, into a feafon of carnal mirth,
wantonnefs, and carroufing.---¢ Therefore (fays the
Prophet) on account of this unfeafonable mirth and
Jollitry, and this difregard and contempt of the call of
God and the duties of the feafon, it was revealed in
mine ears, by the Lord God of Hofts; furely this
iniquity {hall not be purged from you, till ye die, faith
the Lord God of Hofts.”---There is a peculiar force
and emphafis in thefe words, which a fenfible reader
or hearer cannot but obferve.---This iniquity is pro-
nounced by the Lord God of Hofts, to be of fuch a
deep die and crimfon colour ; to be fo extremely ag-
gravating and provoking to the moft High, to the
God of mercy ; that he would never purge it from this
wicked people; but that the fad penal effeéts and con-
lequences of it, thould follow this wicked generation,
even to their dying day ! and how dreadfully was this
threatning fulfilled in the famine and captivity which
they foon after fuffered, and in the fad bondage and
oppreflion they underwent in Affyria l--And indeed,
my friends, if we rightly confider things, there can
fcarcely be any thing more provoking to God, than
for his people to defpife the call of his providence,
efpecially when it isjoined with the voice of his word;
as 1t certainly always is, where his word is read and
preached.---For inftance; when the wants, dangers,
miferies, and affli¢ticns of a people, are loudly calling
them to the duties of reflection, confideration, and
felf-examination ;-—-to fafting, and mourning for their
fins; to prayer and fupplication for God’s mercy,
and to perfonal, and general repentance and amend-
ment :——-When fuch a people are already under the
rod, and ftill dreading greater calamities ;---and when
the voice of God’s word, as well as the voice of his
: providence,
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providence, is urging and preffing them to the perfor-
mance of thefe feafonable and neceflary duties.---1 fay,
when fuch a people, in fuch circumitances, not only
feem to fhut their eyes againft thefe tokens of the di-
vine difpleafure, and ftop their ears againft thefe calls;
---not only negle¢t the duties to which they are called,
and feem quite infenfible of, and indifferent about,
the figns of the times; but when they even indecent-
ly indulge themfelves in the very contrary practices ;
oiving themfelves up to light and vain amufements ;
to carnal mirth and luxurious living, to banquetting
and carroufing.---Or (as the Prophet there exprefles it)
<« To joy and gladnefs, flaying oxen and killing fheep,
eating fleth and drinking wine.”---What is this but
committing the very iniquity againft which the Lord
here denounces fuch heavy judgments ?---The Lord
calleth (on fuch a day) to weeping and to mourning,
&c. and if, inftead of this, there is joy and gladnefs,
&c. Can we offer a greater indignity to the voice
and call of Ged, and fhall he not be avenged on fuch
a people as this ?

So much for the doétrinal part of the difcourfe. So
much for the call of Providence in the day of adverfi-
ty 5 and the guilt of not conforming ourfelves to this
call, and difobeying its dictates.

AP B LB CLA T B OF N

WE are now come to make fome particular appli-
cation of the fubjet to ourfelves, under a lively re-
view of the late defolating judgment with which it hath
pleafed God to vifit us, and that new and unexpeéted
fcene of adverfity which it hath introduced among us,

I frecly fubmut it to my intelligent hearers, whether
the prefent day with us, as a people, is not a day of
adverfity. Let the loud cry of poverty ; let the num-

ber
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ber of thofe who are really poor and neceffitous in the
land ;. the deadnefs of trade, the fcarcity of money,
and the dearth and fearcity of provifions, bear witnefs
to this truth. I {peak only of public calamities, and
meddle not with thofe private and perfonal ones, which
every perfon beft knows and feels for himfelf,

But more efpecially, O! let the ruins, the multi-
plied ruins, the dreadful and almoft univerfal defola-
tion of this lately blooming, fertile, flourithing, but
now poor, diftreffed, miferable, helplefs Ifland, bear
witnefs whether the prefent is not a feafon of adver-
fity®.---Whether it does not call us to confideration
and repentancer--And whether the Lord God of Hofts
(who

* The dreadful florm which gave occafion to this difcourfe,
began, at this Ifland, about dufk, on the 31ft Auguit. From
feven o’clock till about ten it blew violently from the North, raif-
ing the fca on the South fide of the Ifland, about 12 or 14 feet
above its ufual ftandard, parting all the veffels in the haibour
from their anchors, throwing them far above common water=
mark, and fweeping many houfes contiguous to it, from their
foundations. Some have eftimated the loffes of this Ifland, by
land and by fea, at a million Sterling. They are indeed inex-.
preflibly great; but this eftimation, I would fondly hope, is a
little beyond the truth.

From about 10 o’clock there was a nearly total intermiffion of
the tempeft, till near eleven, when it began to blow with re-
doubled violence from the Wetft to the South, for the {pace of a-
bout two or three hours, and then abated by degrees. This laft
gale is thought to have dane more damage than the firft ; and had
it continued but a very little longer, in all probability not one
dwelling-houfe would have been left ftanding on the Ifland.

The lives of white and black loft during the tempeft here, are
believed to exceed thirty; and it is truly amazing, all things
confidered, that ten times that number were not deftroyed. Num-
bers, however, are much wounded, and bruifed, and fome have
died, and are fill dropping off the mortal ftage, by the effects
«of that night.

We hoped that we were the chief, if not the only, {ufferers by
the late judgment ; but, by accounts from the Windward Iflands,
it
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(who has his way in the ftorm, and whofe word the
ftormy wind fulfilleth; who commandeth and raifeth
a ftorm, and who again maketh the ftorm a calm;
c who

it appears that we have been more favourably dealt with than
fome of them. Antigua, we hear, is almoft totally laid in ruins,
all the King’s fhips in Englith Harbour, the Admiral only ex-
cepted, and all the other veflels, driven from their moorings
high and dry on fhore. The damages at St. Chriftophers can
fcarce be computed : They are even eftimated at more than thofe
of this Ifland. Nevis and Montferrat are fadly fhattered. The
houfes on the Bay of St. Euftatius, it is faid, have efcaped pretty
favourably ; but thofe on the Hill are generally demolifhed; fe-
veral of their veflels loft, and thofe who have efcaped fthipwreck,
much damaged. Out of about 180 dwelling-houfes on Saba, it
is faid, only abont 3o ftand, and thefe much injured : Their
Church, a ftrong ftone building, we are told, is levelled with
the ground, and the inhabitants in great diftrefs for every necef-
fary of life, We have not yet heard the numbers of lives loft in
thefe Iflands.

The Iflands lying to the Northward and Southward of the Eaft
and Weft range already mentioned, are faid to have received little
or no damage, comparatively fpeaking ; where it appears that the
furious violence of this unparallelled Hurricane, run in an Eaft
and Welt diretion, and was confined to a very few lecagues in
latitude. Indeed it appears that, where this Winged D=zmon
raged, it run in ftreams or veins; as fome of the ftrongeft build-
ings were torn to pieces, while old and crazy houfes, at the dif-
tance of but 50 to 100 paces, ftood firm and unmolefted.

It is remarkable that this ftorm begun its attack, among the
Windward Iflands, about 8 or ¢ o’clock in the morning, and
had compleated its ravages among them, before it paid us a vifit
at St. Croix. The air, it was obferved by many, had a fuffo-
cating, fulphureous fmell during the ftorm, and almoft all the
butt and ciftern water on the Ifland taftes o ftrong of fulphur and
mictre, that itis fcarce fit for ufe,

The canes are much damaged, efpecially thofe that were moft
forward ; fruit and fruit trees deftroyed, and almoft all kinds of
Indian provifion torn up by theroots. On the whole, it appears
evidently, by the havock made in the wood-lands, and the extir-
pation of many of the largeft and ftouteft trees, that the late ftorm
has not had its equal among thefe Iflands, for two centuries paft.

The folemn, ftriking appearance on the morning afier this dif-

mal
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who is the fovereign Lord of univerfal nature ; who
exercifes an abfolute dominion over all the elements
of this lower world, and employs them for mercy or
judgment, as feemeth beft unto him.)- ~-Whether, I
fay, this Lord God of Hofts, who is terrible in ma-
jefty and abundant in mercy, is not calling the inhabi-
tants of this and the neighbouring Iflands, to weep-
ing, and to mourning, to the moft fpeedy and effec-
tual review of their ways, and reformation of their
lives and manners, by the voice of this alarming judg-
ment ?

When we look around us and {urvey the ruinous ef-
fects of the late tempelt ;---When we behold the face
of a whole Ifland covered with devaftation and rub-
bifh by its mercilefs ravages;---when we look back
and refle¢t but for a moment, on the report of our
fenfes, the feelings of our hearts, the images of hor-
ror, alarming apprehenfion, and gloomy defpair,
which crouded on our imaginations in the never-to-be-
forgotten hour of its furious onfet.---Images which
beggar all defcription, and which the power of lan-
guage Is too feeble fully to exprefs!

When we figure to our imagination---the dath of
impetuous waves, {weeping houfes from their founda-
tions, with all their inhabitants---the roaring and howl-
ing of the tempeft---the perpetual glare of lightening
and lambent meteors, amidft the burft of pouring
clouds, and the gloomy horrors of ten-fold darknefs

---the

mal night; the deep gloom of the weather (as tho’ the fun had
forgot the time of his rifing, and nature were finking under her
laft pangs)—the dead bedies dug out of the ruins—the flreets, co-
vered with piles of ruin, crouded with an aftovifhed multitnde of
lame, maimed, and diftreflfed, of every age, colour, and fex,
forrow, terror, confternation, and difmay painted on every face):
formed fuch a diftrefsful fpeétacle, as I never expecled to have
fsen before the final diffolution of all things.
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---the crath of houfes---the fhrieks of women---the cries
of children---the groans of perfons expiring under the
ruins of their own houfes---Others, and fome of thefe
the moft delicate of both fexes, without fhelter, perith-
ing by the inclemency of the weather---The {tatelieft
piles of building (a few hours before, the pride and glo-
ry of the Ifland---perhaps of the Weft-Indies) laid level
with the ground---Whole plantations ftripped of every
fhelter, both for man and beaft, and all their build-
ings (formerly like {pacious villages) laid in one con-
fufed, undiftinguifhable heap of hattered ruins, toge-
ther with all their coftly furniture, and every imple-
ment and utenfil both for hufbandry and domeftic ufe.
---Our fhips wrecked, or thrown high above water-
mark ; their valuable cargoes (late, the labour, the
{weat and reward of the induftrous planter) deftroyed,
and their crews dathed to pieces by the mercilefs waves.
---'The community robbed of fome of its moft ufeful
members, by violent and premature deaths ; fome of
them, alas ! among the number of my beloved, and
much lamented friends I---Others {furviving to {ee, per-
haps, ftill greater mifertes than death itlelf ; to feel
themfelves perith, or rot in goals---And, what is ftil
worfe (if any thing worfe can poflibly be imagined)
the hope of the hufbandman cut off and his expecta-
tion Perifhed—---A {carcity of all the neceflaries of life,
and little hope of a fupply, from the equally diftref-
fed circumftances of all our neighbouring Iflands.

I we thus reflett on the by paft {cene of confterna-
tion and difmay---If we next look around us, and be-
hold attentively its effeéts in the prefent fcene of almoft

Ca2 univerfal

1 It hath pleafed an indulgent providence, {ince the late ftorm,

to fend us fupplies of provifion, - beyond what we could have rea-
fonably expelied.
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univerfal defolation § ---If we then look forward to
the gloomy and difconfolate profpects which naturally
open upon our diftrefled minds---We will be eafily
convinced that this is a day of adverfity.
 And if each of us will next attentively confider and
know the plague of his own heart, and the by-paft er-
rors of his own life ; if we will take an impartial re-
view of our multiplied abufes of God’s mercies ; kow
long we have been provoking him by a continued fe-
ries of the moft audacious rebellions, againft the light
of our own reafon, and the dictates of our confcience---
(For T will not, on this occafion, confine my addrefs
to Chtiftians alone, who profefs to acknowledge and
fubmit to the Gofpel revelation---I may extend 1t, with
the utmoft propricty, to all in general; who admit the
being of a God, and his providential government of
the world)---Then we muft allow that the prelent ca-
lamity bears every mark and character of a judgment
from the Almighty. I fay, of a judgment from the
Almighty : For, whatever agency evil and malignant
fpirits may be fuppofed to have in fuch calamitous e-
vents (from the Devil’s being called, in Scripture, the
rince of the power of the air) yet we are well affured
that the Lord God omnipotent reigneth---that he fitteth
fupreme and unrivalled in the throne of the Univerfe
—-that thefe malignant fpirits are only chained flaves---
and that they cannot exert the fmalleft act of power to
the prejudice of mankind, without exprefs permiffion
from the Univerfal King---Who can, and indeed does,
when it feemeth good to him, employ them, and the
clements of this lower world, which are alfo his fer-
vants, to try his people, or to execute judgment on
the guilty children of men. . What

1 Perhaps, to a ftranger, a good painting of the ruins of Pal-
myra would give the moft lively and ftriking, as well as juft, idea
ot the rainous face of things on this once beautiful Ifland,
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What then, my dear hearers, can be the meaning
of fuch a providence as this ? What can be the pro-
bable defign of the Almighty in vifiting his human
off-fpring with fuch alarming, fuch defolating judg-
ments ? Can the Almighty, (all-wife, all-good and
all-gracious) either {uffer fuch events to fall out in this
world of his fortuitoufly, as it were, befide s defign,
—-or fport himfelf with human mifery and diftrefs ?---
Is it any pleafure to the father of mercies to raife caufe-
lefs pannicks in the hearts of the children of men; to
ftrip them of every comfort of life, or to fee them o-
verwhelmed and dafhed to pieces in the billows of af-
fiction ?-- No-—In him compaffions flow---He de-
lighteth in mercy--- Judgment is his ftrange work ; his
laft remedy to a guilty world---long doth he {hake his
glittering {fword ; numberlefs are the friendly warnings
he gives, the gentle chaftifements he infliéts, before
he ftrikes the laft, the fatal blow, which configns to
remedilefs mifery.---*¢ He affli¢teth not willingly, nei-
ther grieveth the chiidren of men.”  His mercy flows
fpontaneoufly, as the prime attribute of his nature ;
whereas punifhments are inflicted, as with reluctance,
and if need fo requires; either to reclaim the delin-
quent, Or asa warning to a guilty world.

W hat then fhould be the defign of fuch judgments ?
Can God be carelefs ? Can he be unmindful of that
world which he hath made ?---Does he give it up as
the fport of blind chance, ungoverned elements, or
malignant Devils ?---Has he made us after his {piritual
and moral image ; has he placed us here, and written
a moral law on our hearts, thereby teaching us that
we are accountable to him for all our actions, yet af-
ter all forfaking the rational workmanthip of his own
hands, and left them expofed to the unbridled rage of
furd and jarring elements ?---Where then is his wifs

: ' dom
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dom and goodnefs‘P-—-Where,] his providential care
of the world P---Where, his paternal care of his hu-
man off-{pring ?--_Is his ear heavy, that it cannot hear,
his arm thortened that It cannot fave, or the bowels
of his mercies thut up, that he cannot have compal-
fion ?--_His infinite power, his every-where prefence,
and the benevolence of his nature, forbid us to enter-
tain fuch fufpicions as thefe, His providence is uni-
verfal, it ruleth over 4] and careth for all the creatures
he hath made. Not a {parrow falleth to the ground,
without the permiffion of our father in Heaven, and
the very hairs of our head are numbered. Not a life
hath been loft; not 2 vellel wrecked ; not a houle de-
molithed ; not the fmalled Tofs of injury fuftained by
the late defolating judgment, but by exprefs permii-
fion from the King of Heaven, from him whole king-
dom ruleth overall. The [ond giveth and the Lord
taketh away—--killeth and maketh alive---bringeth low
and raifeth up; and doth all things, both in the armies
of Heaven, and amongf(t the inhabitants of this earth
according to his Sowreign pleafure.  Is there natural,

1s there phyfical, evil in the city, and the Lord hath

not done it ?”?

So Scripture, and, indeed, fo right reafon, teach-

eth us to conceive of the providence of God, and the

- manner of his government, in the natura] as well as

moral worlds,

What then is the voice of the Lord ; and what his
defign, in thefe delolating Judgments?--_Are they not
the juft and righteous punifhmehts of our 1niquities,
and loud (O ! that they might prove effectual) calls to
repentance? God fpoke to us, as he did to his fervant
Job, out of the midft of the whirlwind. | In this day
the Lord God of Hofts calleth to weeping, and to
mourning, and to repentance.

The
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The Lord’s voice criethgto 1116 city---crieth to the
Ifland of St. Croix, and to her fifter Iflands, her fel-
low fufferers under the fame awakening judgment ; he
fhall be known by the judgment which he execuiteth;
and the man of wildom fhall fee his name, his power
and his juftice in the defolations which furround us.
And what 1s the voice of the Lord in the tempeft 2
“ Hear ye the rod and him who hath appointed it.---
How long ye {imple ones will ye love fimplicity, and
fcorners delight in their {corning, and fools hate know-
ledge ? How long will ye abufe my goodnefs, and
blafpheme my name, and prophane my Sabbaths, and
neglet my fon, and refift my fpirit, and violate my -
laws, and defpife the Goifpel of my grace? Turn ye
at my reproof, left I fmite you with breach upon
breach, until I have made an utter end---left I rain
upon you fnares, fire and brimftone, an horrible tem-
peft, and make you as guilty Sodom, and deftroy you
as impenitent Jerufalem. To day, if ye will hear my
voice, harden not your hearts. If ye will not be re-
formed by me, by thefe things, and will not hearken
to me for all this, but will ftill walk contrary to me,
faith the Lord; then will I alfo walk contrary to you
in fury; and I, even I, will punifh you yet feven times
more for your fins. Are there yet the treafures of
wickednefs in the houfe of the wicked, and the {cant
meafure which is abominable? For the rich men there-
of are full of violence, and the inhabitants have {poken
lies. Therefore alfo will I make thee fick in finit-
ing thee, in making thee defolate, becaufe of chy {ins.
For when a land finneth againft me grievouily, then
will T ftretch out mine hand upon it. The’ thefe three
men Nozh, Daniel, and Job were in i, they thould
deliver but their own fouls by their righteoufnefs.
Turn ye therefore, at my reproof, O ye ends of the

carth,
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earth, and the ifles of the fea !lHear ye the rod, and
who appointeth it, left I make you defolate, without
inhabitant (h)!”

Yet amidft all our calamities and diftrefles, my
brethren, numberlefs undeferved mercies are ftill con-
tinued with us, which, upon this occafion, demand
our unfeigned thanks to Almighty God. He hath
ftill {pared a remnant, both of forfeited lives and for-
feited comforts. It is of the Lord’s mercies that we
are not utterly confumed. 'We who are here prefent,
are the fpared monuments of his wonderful patience
and forbearance ; witnefs for him that he is good, that
he 1s God and not man; for therefore it is that we are
in the land of the living and place of repentance---that
we have a place on his footftool, and a place in his
fanctuary.---¢ We cried unto him, in the time of our
trouble, and he delivered us from our diftreffes, that
we might fhew forth his praife in the land of the living.
Wherefore then fhould living men complain, men for
the punithment of their fins ? The grave, O Lord,
cannot praife thee, death cannot celebrate thee, they
that go down to the pit cannot hope for thy truth:
The living, the living, they fhall praife thee, as we
do this day. The Lord was ready to fave us, there-
fore we will fing- praifes unto him as long as we live,
in the houfe of the Lord.---O that men---O that we
would therefore praife the Lord for his goodnefs and
for his wonderful works to the children of men: Let
us facrifice the facrifices of thankfgiving, and declare
his works with rejoicing: Let us exalt him alfo in
the congregation of the people, and praife him in the
affembly of the Elders.  Blefs, then, the Lord, O our
fouls, and forget not all his benefits; who forgiveth
all our iniquities, who healeth all our difeafes, who

redeemeth

(h) Micah 6. Ez. 14.13. Levit. 26, PL 11. 95. Prov, 1.
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our lives from deftru@ion, and who crowneth us with
Joving kindnefs, and tender mercies (1) 1w

Nor let us, my brethren, deem it amongft the fmal-
left of our mercies, for which we are, this day, in a
particular manner bound to thank God ; that he hath
been pleafed, by his providence to fet over us, at this
calamitois juncture of affairs, a General and Com-
mander in Chief, who, like an Angel of God, goeth
about doing good---Who hideth not himfelf from his
own fefh-—Whofe heart is poffefied of the tendereft
feelings---and who is doing every thing which bene-
volence, humanity, and generofity itfelf can fuggeft
for relief of the poor, needy, wretched fufferers.

Such examples of humanity, generofity, and public
{pirit, deferve to be brought into the moft public
point of view, and recommended to univerfal imita-
tion. May the Lord reward him an hundred fold.
May the blefling of them who are ready to perifh,
come upon him. And, O! may he not only be
preferved from the difpleafure of his Royal mafter---
but alfo meet with his favour and approbation, in the

refent humane and Chriftian meafures he 1s taking
for the good of this people ! Amen. -

Let the amiable example of our chief ruler, ani!
mate thofe who are able, “to go and do likewife.”
Charity and repentance are the two great duties of the
feafon. ¢ Charity covereth the multtude of fins;”
and to be charitable, thank God, is flill in the power
of many. While many have loft their little all, fome
have ftill a fuperfluity.  Let fuch remember what du-
ty calls, and humanity prompts to, on fuch an oc-
cafion as this; and amidit fuch a throng of helplels
indigents, their beneficence cannot fail to meet with
proper objects.  Let them caft their bread upon thefe
waters of afflition, and after many days they fhall

() If, 28. 18. Pf 103. 1. Pf 107!”
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find it. By giving to the poor, let them lend to the
Lord, who will not fail to repay them with abundan
ufury.

But to return; we have had, I think, in the late
unparallelled tempeft, a moft lively and ftriking em-
blem of the final diffolution of all things—--the funeral
of nature---the wreck of matter and the crufh of
worlds both in its fudden and unexpected onfety
in that liftlefs fecurity in which it found us; in the
commixture ‘and confufion of the elements, and in
that galtly horror and confternation which filled every
heart, and was painted on every face---of that awful
and terrifick day of the Lord, I mean, ¢ which will
alfo come as a thief in the night,” and furprize a guil-
ty, flecping, fecure world, buried in carnal plea-
fures and {enfual indulgences.---That day, *in which
the Heavens fhall pafs away with a great noife, the
elements melt with fervent heat, the earth and the
things therein be burnt up, the laft trump fhall found,
and call both the quick and the dead to judgment,

‘T'o what numbers, indeed, of our fellow creatures,
of cur fellow citizens, has the late ftorm been actually
a fummons before the tribunal of God! And yet are
we, who have been f{pared, ftill unalarmed, un- .
awakened ? Are we fpared, but to increafe our cone
demnation, by treafuring up unto ourfelves wrath a-
gainft the day of wrath, and revelation of the' righte-
ous judgment of God ?

Ought not fuch a thought, fuch a poffibility alone,
to awaken the molt carelefs and libertine foul amongft

us to confideration, to an immediate and diligent pre-
paration to meet our God by an unfeigned repentance;
before the great day of his wrath comes, . wherein no
impenitent {inner fhall be able to ftand ?---What then,

my dear friends, can nothing- awaken us fromr ofut}'
443 o niu
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finful fecurity, but the ﬂchz of Tophet, and the
wailings of wretched {pirits ? Can no prefent calls of
God’s word or providence alarm us, and caufe us ta
flee from the wrath to come ? Is there no help, no re-
medy for our immorality and wickednefs ? Are our
hearts paft all feeling, paft all fear ? Is not this a day
of adverfity? Are not the tokens of the divine dif=
pleafure evidently upon our land ? Can we not yet fee
his chaftening hand lifted up over us? What then are
the proper duties of this day and feafon? What are

the {igns of the times ! What is the language of God’s

providence ?---¢ Surely in this day doth the Lord
God of Hofts call us to weeping and to mourning, to
faith in his fon, to repentance and amendment of life.””

But, have we heard his voice? Have we obeyed
his call ? Hath the uplifted hand of God caufed us to
behold his Majefty, and return at his reproof? Are our
hearts changed ? Are there any figns of a real and ge-
neral reformation amongft us? Ifaiah fays of the wick-
ed Ifraelites,  Lord, in trouble have they wifited
thee; they poured out a prayer when thy chaftening
was upon them (k).”---But have our affliGtions and
God’s chaftenings ever had even this effect upon ma-
ny of us, to caufe us to pay God an extraordinary vi-
fit, and pour out a prayer Kefore him in fecret ?

O then let us no longer turn a deaf ear to the pow-
erful .and gracious call of God, ¢ Liet us hear the

“rod, ‘and him who hath appomted it Tet us prof=

trate ourfelves before our offended father, as returning

rodigals, who have forfeited his favour, incurred his
difpleafure, and are not worthy the very leaft of all his
mercies, Let us render him thanks, on the bended
knees of our fouls, that he hath been pleafed ftill to
?narc a remnant of us, and to give us a farther {pace
for repentance; while many of our fellow-creatures

D2 have
(k) I{' 26- 16.
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have been fnatched into the world of fpirits, unexpeét-
ing---Alas! perhaps, unprepared for their great change!
---And let us, from this precious moment, return
from cur {ins unto God, thro’ Chrift ; let us employ
our {pared lives in his unfeigned fervice, and ina de-
ligent preparation for that better world, “vhence all
| % fin, forrow, want, calamity, and terror fhall be for
| .. ever excluded; that we may be found thus doing,
'« Jwnay God of his infinite mercy grant us grace, and to
t ' "3his name be the praife. Amen.
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