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-CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

The Problem and Purpose of the Study

In 1897 the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in
the Unlted States granted permission to certain Colored Presby-
terlans to call a convention for the purpose of ergahhzingra sep-
arate and independent Colored Presbyterien Church, On May 20,
1898,.the Afro-American Pre~byterian Church was organized, This
organization contihued in exlstence until 1§i7 at vhich time it

was reorganized into the Snedecor Memorial Synod, a constituent
synod 1n the Presbyterlsn Church in the United States,

Snedecor Memorlal Synod continued in existencé for thirty-
five years, 1917 - 1952, On Septemb;r 26, 1951, at the Westminster
Church, Birminghsm, Alabama, this synod voted to be dlssolved,
Evidence shows that no previous stviy hos been made of the
complete history of Snedecor Memorial Synod, It is the purpose of
thig gtudy (1) to present a history of Snedecor Memorial Synod;

(2) to portray some of the factors that have affected this develop-
ment;'(3) to present some of the contributions which have been made
by members of this synod; and (4) to record ;;tioﬂ leading to its

P

dissolution,




Delimitations

Synod., A Synod 1s a court of the Presbyterian Church in
the United States consisting of all the ministers and one
ruling elder from each church in & dlstrict comprisifigrat

least three Presbyteries.1 .

Snedecor Memoriesl was the only Negro synod of the Presby-
terian Church in the United States, Unlike other synods, 1t was
not restricted by state geogrsphical boundaries, but included the
states of North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Ala-
bama, Mlssissipol and lLoulsiena,

Presbytery. A Presbytery is a church court consisting of
all the ministers and one ruling elder from each church within a
certain district.2 Snedecor Memorial Synod was composed of four
presbyterles, ' -

Snedecor Memorial, Snedecor Menmoriasl was the name the

synod decided upon in honor of Jemes G, Snedecor for hlsg outstand-
ing work among Negroes as Secretary of the Executive Committee of
Colored Evangelism of the Presbyterian Church in the United States
from 1903 - 1916.3

1 ¥ 4
Presbyterian Church in the United States, Book of Church
Order (Richmond: John Knox Press, 1945),p.50.

2
Ibid,, p. 45.

E. T, Thompson, Presbyterien Missions in the Southern
United States (Rlchmond Presbyterian Committce of Publication,
1934), p. 205,




Relimlous Education, 1In this study Religious Education

refers to the organized eflforts of the Church to bring man into a
closer relatlionship wlth God by encouraging loyalty to Christian

ideals and the develnpment of man's sense of spiritual values,

Thus the Church attempts to foster and develop a knowledge of and
a bellef in God theough 1ts church services and the related activi-
tles of Sunday school, Young People's Work, Men's Work and Woman's

Work,

Sources of Data

Materlals used in this gtudy have been secured from the
Minutes of th= Ceneral Aarembly of the Presbyterian Church in the

United Stetes; the Annual Report of the Home Missions Committee;

Minutes of Snedecor Memorisl Synod; Minutes of the Afro-American
Synod; The Christian Observer; The Presbyterian Outlook; the
Annual Report of the Assembly'!s Committee on Negro Work; and Books

with information about Snedecor Memorial Synod., Personal
interviews were held with G. W. Gideon, T. J, James, W, J. Gipson,
R. A, James, H., K, Holland end Geneva G. James,




CHAPTER 1II
THE ORGANIZATION AND EARLY DEVELOPMEUT

Factors Leading to the Organization

Prior to the War Betwe~n the States, the various denomina-
tions, including the Presbyteriesns, sought to meet the reliziouvs
needs of the Negroes, Especlilally commended by the General Assel-
bly 1in 1825 for their work among these people were the Presby-
terles of Charleston, Union, Georgla, Concord, South Alabama and
Missiseippli, Outstanding full time missionaries to the Negro were
Charles Colcock Jones, John B, Adger and John L, Girardeau.l

Although the efforts of the Presbyterieans to evangelize the
Negro were sincere and unremitting, the results were not greatly
impressive, At the outbreesk.of the War there were only 14,560
Presbyterians numbered among the 500,000 Negroes holding member-
ship in the Protestant churches of the South, This relatively
small number of Presbyterlgns wag bartially due to the limited

number of Preshrterien Negro ministers and to the emotlional appeal ]

of the Methodist and Baptist churches, The more adequate Home
Missions Plcr for reaching Negroes which had been deVeloped'by the
2

Methodists and the BRaptists was alos an important factor,

1
E., T, Thompson, op. cit., pp. 180 - 186.

2
Inid,, pp. 187 - 188,




Wheh the War beman in 1861, the Presbyterian Church in the
Confederate States of Amerilca delerated the responsibility for the
evangellzation of Negroes to its committee on Domestlc Mlsslions,

T hls Commlittee wes ureed to give serious attention to the conduct
of missionary operation among the Negroes, and the presbyteries
were asked to cooperate in securing misgsionaries for the field,
During the War this committee faithfully carries on its
work with great hopee for the future, The abolition of glavery,
however, brought drastic changes, "The freedmen proceeded to de-
sert the white churches almost en masse in order that they might
enter or form independent Negro churches of their own."4 They de=
slred ecclesiestical as well as political freedom, Although 1t
was the Negro vho withdrew, few churches and presbyteries put forth
much effort to retain them and these few were unsucceegsful,
The lack of a definite policy of the Southern Church to meet
this problem of the etatus of Negro Presbyterians created confusion
and complications throughout the Church, In 1869 the General Assem-
bly adopted a plan propesed by Girardeau, a misgslonary to the Ne-

groes., This plan proposed branch congregetions for Negroes witn

Ihig,

N
Ibid., p. 189.

5
Ibid., p. 191.




Negro elders and deacons, but under the care of whlte pastors,
The plan was never put into effect, It was deslgned to keep the
Negroes én the same position which they held in the Church prior to
the War,

In response to overtures from the Synods of Mississippi,
South Caroline anf Memphis, and the Presbytery of East Hanover, the
General Assembly in 1874 approved a policy for the establiehment of
a separate and independent Negro Presbyterian Church, to be pastor-
ed by Negro preachers. The presbyteriem of the General Asgembly
vere encouraged to ald in the formation of such churches and in se-
curing sulteble men of plety for the ministry., The Colored Evan-
gellistic Fund was set up and the Gereral Assembly was invited to cor
tribute, Preshyterlies were privileged to draw on this fund for the
propagation of thelr work in establishing Negro churches.7 It vasg
the plan of the General Agsembly that these churchee should unite
into presbyteries in due time and grow into synods which would evend
tually divide and unite into a General Assembly,

In dAue time churches and preshyterles were organized., The
complete resllization .of the goal of independent synods and a Gen-

eral Assemhly wos hempered by the lack of any great interest in

6
Ibid. s P 193.

7
Ibid., p. 195.

8
G, F, Wicolassen, Alexander's Dirmest (Richmond: Pregbyter-
1an Cormittee of Publication, 1923), p. 319.

-




Negro Evangelinm at thet time, In 1875 thirty-five presbyteries
renorted that nothing wee heing done within their bounds for legro
evangelistie work, The extent of Negfo work wos represented by ‘the
twelve presbyteries reporting thirteen Negro churches within their
bounds with two Negro ministers and a few licentiates and candidat%s.
A Tew other presbyteries reported thet Sunday schooles and preaching
vere ¢onducted by some of their white ministers,
Further hindrance to the realization of the goal of indepen-
dent synods was the lack of unity among the ministers in the Negro
presbyteries. some favored a separate synod while others }elt that
their financial stregth did not warrant such a move, Efforte were
continued in this direction for several Yearsqby A. L, Phillips,
vho had been anpointed by the General Assembly as a commissioner to
vislt or correspond with the various Negro presbfteriee to gather
uthentic informetion es to their wishes 1in the mat‘cer.10

In 1891 the five organized presbyteri¢s were the présbyteries
of North and SBouth Carolines, orgenized in 1876; Central Alabema,
organlized 1890; Ethel and Zion, both organized in 1891; and
Texas, whose date of orgenizatinn does not eppear in the report of
the Assembly's Committee on Colored Evargelism, All of these pres-
byteries were independent bodles wlth the exception of Ethel which

9 oy 4 [ ]
E. T. Thompson, op. cit., pp. 195 - 196.

10 .y
G, F, Nicolassen, o». cit,, p. 316,

—




8
was a congtlituent of the Synod of Mlgsiselppl., The Presbyteries of
North and South Carolina, Texas, and Zlon were 1in favor of unlting
to form a separate and independent synod, Central Alabama Presby-
tery doubted the abillity of an independent Negro synod to exlst
alone, Ethel Presbytery opposed such a union because of lack of

fundg, numerlcal strength, and lack of review and control of the
11
JGeneral Aggembly,

The General Assembly approved the contlnuation of efforts
for the establishment of a separate and independent ecclesliastical
body., The Assembly also reaffirmed 1ts pledge of financilal and ed-

catlonal support and 1ts willingness to enter into correspondence
7ith said Church, A, L, Phlllips continued hls correspondence and
vislts with the legro ministers in the attempt to bring about the
neceseary cooperation to make possible the organization of an inde-
vendent Negro church.12
Members of the independent presbyteries, particularly E. W,
Williams of Abbeville, South Carolina, campaigned in support of a
i:eparate church, In 1897 Williems attended the meeting of the Gen-
ral Aseembly of the Presbyterlian Church in the United States which
met at Charlotte, liorth Carolina, to make known the desires of many

pf the llegro constituency for an independent synod., He presented

11
Ibid., pp. 317 - 318,

12
Ibid,, p. 319.
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a request for permission from the General Assembig to call a con=-
vention for the purpose of organizing the synod. The General

Assembly ‘responded by the adoption of the following resolution:

Whereag, this Assembly has learned of the purpose on the
part of certain Colared Presbyterians to call a convention for
the purpose of organizing a separate and independent Colored
Presbyterian Church,

Therefore, be it resolved that should such a conventlion be
be called, any colored churches and ministers now under the Jur;
diction of this Assembly are hereby permitted to withdraw for
the purpose of Jjoining said convention, should they deslre to
do so, And be it further resolved that a comrittee of which
the Moderator of this Assembly shall be chairman shall be ap-
pointed to attend the convention hearing the fraternal greet-
ings of this Assembly anﬁ give the colored brethren whatever
advice they may desire.l

Thls conventlon was called to meet in the First Presbyterian
Church, Birmingham, Alabama, in November, 1897. After a three day
sesslon, the convention adjourned to meet in MNew Orleans, Loulsiana,
in May, 1898.15 On May 20, 1898, im the Berean Presbyterian Church
in New Orleans, the Afro-American Synod beceme a reallty.16 E. W,
Wllllams was unanimously elected Moderator and A, E, Reed was elect-
ed Stated Clerk, The standards of doctrine and polity of the

Presbyterian Church in the United States were adopted, The hopes

13
Afro-American Synod, Minutes (N,p., n.d., 1904), p. 1

14
Ibid,, p. 2.

15
Ibid., p. 3.

16
_I_.Q;._(_i_., p' 1‘"0
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and ecplrations of this body wére that some day they might estehlish

. 17
a General Assembly,

The growth of the Afro-Americen Synod was very slow end dils-
coureging, The three reseons s cited by E, T, Thompson give a
clear p;cture of the provlem which these piloneering men faced, FHe
gtates:

Firet and foremost, the field had been largely occupied.
, While the Presbyterian Church attempted to hold 1its Negro Mem-
‘bers in the status they had occupied before the War, the inde-
pendent Negro churches had practically preempted the field,

Second: When the Presbyterian Church attempted to bulld an
independent Negro Church it aroused the active opposition of
the other churches, There are many references to the jealousy,
the opposition of the colored pastors.

Third: Tnere vag thi indifference of Southern Presbyteriens
to colored evengelism,

The lack of finenciel aselstance ;nd the lack of interést
and eympathy from the Church hed e devastating effect on the Arro:
American Syned, In 1915 the Fxecutive Committee of Home Missilons
proposed that 1ts presbyteries become en integral part of the
Southern Assembly, Thus were proceedinzs begun which inevitably
meant the end of the Afro-American Synod, but which opened new
victes for Negro Presbyteriansg of'the Southern Church.19

The Executive Committee:on Home Missions 1ln 1915 overtured

G. F, Nicolassen, op. g¢it,, p. 323,

18
E. T. Thompson, op. cit., p. 202,

s

’

L] -

19
Ibid., p. 20k,




11
the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the Unlted
States to consglder the status and work of the Negro presbyteries
and churches in order to devise some definite policy for future de-
velopment and & better plan for coordinating them for mutual coun-
sel and %flp.zo The Standing Committee on Home Missions reported
to theizgsembly the following: "Our Colored Evangelistic Work
continues about as usual, though your Standing Committee believes
that a great step forward would be taken should a Colored Synod be
established.'21 The General Agsembly reacted favorably toward the
overture and the Report of the Home Miessions Committee by the
adoption of the following recommendation in 1915:

We recommend that the Exedutive Committee of Home Missions
be Instructed to prosecute vigorously the matter of Synodical
Organization of Home Missions so far as may be practlcable and
wise, particulesrly in the dependent Synods,<2

The following Commission was anpointed by the General
Assembly to reorganize the Afro-American Synod: S, L., Morris,
Executive Secretary of the Committee of Home Missions; A, A, Little,
nastor of the Westminster Presbyterian Church, Atlanta, Georgla;

J, P, Pralgg, pastor of the Carrollton Presbyterian Church, Car-

rollton, Aiabama; and D, D, Little of Columbla, Tennessee, After

20
Presbyterian Church, U, 8,, Minutes of the General Agsem-
bly (Richmongd: Presbyterisn Committee of Publication), 1915, p. 17.

21
_____Ibid'll p. 710

22
Ibid,, p. 151,




12
conferring with the ministers of the Arro-AmeE%can Synod, the date
and place were deglgnated for reorganization,

Balem Pregbyterlan‘Church in Tuscaloosa, Alebama, was the
scene of the organlizational meeting which took place on May 14,
1917. G, W, Gideon presided, The name was changed from Afro-
American Synod to Snedecor Memorial Synod.zu This change vas made
to honor James G, Sneddcor who had given so much of his life to
minister to the Negroes.25 The Commission which had been sent by
the General Aéseébly rendered invaluable ald at this organizational

26 o
meeting, '

Firgt Slate oft Officers

In additi&h to G, W, Gildeon who vas elected the first
Moderetor, the g%her officers elected were A, J. McQueen, Stated
Clerk, and R, M, Golightly, Treasurer, These men were representa-
tives of the Presbyteries of CentgaL Alebama, No#Eh and South

<7

Carolina, and Ethel respectively,

ln

23
Presbyterian’ Church, U, S.,, Mlnutee of Snedecor Memorial
Synod (N.p., n.do, 1917), Pe 16¢

24
Presbyterian Church, U, S.,, Minutes of the Generasl Assembly,
1917, p. 30.

25
E. T. Thompson, op. cit., p. 205,
26 ° ' )
Presbyterian Church, U, 8,, Minutes of the Genersl Assembly,
1917, pe. 30. . )
27

G, F, lllcolassen, op. cit., p. 113.
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Presbyteries and Minlaters

The synod was composed of the following Presbyterles wlth 37
minlsters and 50 churches: Gggtral Alabvama, North and South Caroling,

Ethel and Central Louisglane, The total church membership of the
29
synod was approximately 1100,

Ministers present at the first meeting and the presbyteries
0
they represented were ag follows:

Central Alebama
« W, Covington, Havana, Alabama

L, Flournoy, Akron, Alesbama
H, Champney, Montgomery, Alabama
Garland, Moblle,‘Alabama
Lee, Beseemer, Alabama
Roulhae, Selma, Alabama
M, Boyce, Thomasville, Georgila
Gideon, Homer, Georgila
Terrell, Freeport, Loulsiana
Young, Tuscalnoga, Alabama
Potts, Jefferson, Georgla

e @ e o o
*® ® © & o ¢ o o

[

AEIQUHEQH
sprsnuzoas

Ethel
o M, Golightly, Byhalla, Mississipri
C. B, Scott, Heldelberg, Mississippi
L. Washington, St, Louls, Missouri

*
W. H, Sheppard, Louisville, Kentucky
Jo A, Carr, Kosciusko, Mississippi
B, Preston, Hattlesburg, Misslisslippl

NHortih and South Cerolina
G. S. Alford, Dillon, South Carolina
A, J. ¥cQueen, Rowland, North Cerolina

28

Ibid,
29

E, T, Thompson, op. ¢cit,, p. 203,
30 '

Presbyterien Church, U, S,, Minutes of Snedecor Memorlal
Synod, 1916, p. 33f.
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J. A, Wnodling, Milton, North Carolina

8. J. Morrow, North Wilkegboro, North Ceroclina
H, Barnes, Florence, South Carolina

W, H, Harrls, Chester, South Carolina

P, T, Willise, Letta, South Carolina

A, J. Wilkinson, Timmonsville, South Carolina
E. W, Willlams, Abbeville, South Carolina

R. B. Strong, Blackstock, South Carolina

Centrsl Louieiena
Jo W, Lee, Baton Rouge, Loulsliana
J. C, Stull, Frierson, Loulslana
A. D. Wilkinson, Jackson, Loulslana
A. M, Plant, Texarkana, Texas
E., White, Frlerson, Loulslzna

Relation to the General Assembly
The relation of Snedecor Memorial Synod to the General
Agsembly 1is shown by the recommendations adopted in 1916,

1. That this synod is hereby reorganized, and shall be con-
nected with the General Assembly, 1lts presbyterles represented
in the Assembly on the same basls as those of any other synod.

2. That the boundaries and membershlp of the presbyteries
" of this geynod shall be go arranged as to constitute four pres-

byteries es follows: Central Alabama, Ethel, North and South
Carolina, and Central Loulsiana.
\ 3. That the other presbyteries of the General Assembly be
agsked to consent to the tranasfer of Colored ministers and churc]
es on thelr rolls for the purpose of thls reorganization,3l

J

Nepro evangelization had been under the supervision of the
Home Mlssion Committee of the Church since 1911, After the organi-
zation of Snedecor Memorial Synod, this Committee conttnued its

supervision over 1ts activities, electing R, A, Brown in 1922 as

31
G, F, Nicolassen, op. ¢it., p. 112,

‘

(1=
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General Superintendent of Nesro Work, His devotion to hig work has
32

seldom been surpaseed, .

Financlal essistance and encouragement were offered through
the yeers, A helpful Institute and Bible Conference were conducted
each year in connection with the me-ting of the Synod, Commission-
ers to the Synod meeting were also alded in the matter of travel

expenses, The minlsters were given supg%ements to the salarles

vhilch were pald them by thelr churches,
A very candid picture of the relation of Snedecor Memorial
Synod to the Genersl Assembly has been given by Walter L, Lingle,

He states: ' =

Snedecor Memorial Synod is ag ruch & member of our Genmersl
Assembly as any other Synod, ord Negro ministers and elderg from
1ts four Presbytéries go as commlssloners to our General Assemn-
bly every year; and in the Assembly are entitled to all the
rights and privileges that the white members have. Thus on the

. General Assembly level they are offlclally on en equality wyith
the white commissioneres., , o o &

The four Presbyteries of Snedecor Memorial Synod send come-
missioners to our General Assembly every year, four ministers a,d
four elders, Officially, they have all the rights and privi-
lereg that white commlesloners have, Nevertheless, for years

» we have kept them segregated rather far back on one sidfe of
the auditorium, They had no part or lot in the proceedings
of the Assembly., At a meeting of the Acsembly at }Montreat
wihich I attended a good many years ago, the Negro commiseioners
vere housed in the demp rooms under the porch of Geneva Hall

32

. William M, Sikes, "The Historical Develonmen$ of Stillman
Institute" (unpublished Magter's thesie, The University of Alabama,
Tuscelooga, 1930), pP. 59.

2
Presbyterian Church, U. S., Minutes of Snedecor Memorial
Synod, 1919, p. 95.
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end had thelr meals in the kitchen of the o0ld Alba Hotel,
whlle we were comfortably housed 1n the hotels and had our
fmeals in the hotel dining rooms, Tﬂat 1s what took place at
/a meeting of our General Assembly,3

At 1ts organlzation, Snedecor Memorlal 8ynod became theoret-
ically @ constituent part of the General Assembly Just like any other
synod, For thirty-five years two commlssioners from each of the four
presbyteries attended the General Aseembly, These cormissiohers
were theoretically on equal standing with all other commissioners

but that 1deal has new¥er been realized.3

Quallity of Leadership

At the outset, cognizance must be taken of the attitude of
the Church toward the training of the Negro ministry of Snedecor
Memorial Synod to galn the proper perspective of the quallty of
leederghlp which it afforded, Stillman Institute has been the only
school provided for theological training aa well as for academlc
work, The statement made by James G. Sn;decor, the fourth president
of this school, at the Clifton Conference in 1908 is indicative of
the general sentiment, He stated:

We_did not organize it (Stillman Institute) especially to

make Presbyterlan preachers, but sood Bible preachers, It was
organlzed on simple lines, The English Bible wee the prineipal

34
Walter L. Lingle, "What Would Jesne Do", Christian QObserver,
138:2-3, March, 1950,

5
Walter I, Lingle, "Race Relations Day", Chrietian Observer,
140:2, February, 1952,
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textbook and after thirty years we still keep it to the front,
Our academic department weeg an after-thought, forced on us
by the lack of preparation of many ordained ministers who came
to us for instructinn, Many nf them were middle-aged men who
could scarcely read, In later years our students are generally

younger and better grepared, and we are raising our standards
as fast ae we can,’

It 1e significant to note thet the securing of adequate funds

for the suprort of Stillman was a major problem, The Church, gener-

11y, had never been syfficlently interested in the educationsl and
epiritual wvelfare of the Negro people to rive liberally for thie eau%e.
ften on personal vigits throuchout the Church, speaking in behalf

f Stillman, Snedecor encountered even unwillingness on the part

f churches &and pastors to allow him the privilege of presenting

he cause of Negro Work and asking for free will offerings.

This attitude on the part of the Church has gradually changed
through the years as is evidenced by the following statement taken
‘rom the Report of the Home Migsions Committee to the 1938 General
fseembly:

Many of our ministers, though of excellent character, have
had 1ittle training., . . . Many do not have sultable booksg or
helpful rellgious literature, « . . If white minlsters who
have had the benefits of college and semlnary training need
books, how much more do the Negroes need them who have not had
these educational advantaged, Another necesslty of our Negro
work and one that becomes more pressing each year is more and

v, N.” Hartshorn, An Era of Procress and Promise (Boston:
The Prieccilla Publishing Company, 1910), p. 230.

37 '
W. M, Sikes, op. cit., pp. 54 - 55.
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38
better quelified candidates for the goepel ministry,.
Another indication of the growlng awsreness of the necessity
for adequate training for the Negro minietry 1s shown in the Home
fiesiong Committeels 1943 report,

Our Church must be brought to understand that our Negro
leaders require and must have the same type of instruction
as our white ministers receive from our white seminaries,39

In 1950, at the General Assembly which met at Massanette
Sorings, Virginia, A, R, Batchelor, Executlive Secretary of the Di-
vision of llegro Work, included the fallowing statement in hils
report:

A door of opportunity is onen for our Church in the fleld of
Yegro Work, Our Church has many shining examples of consecrated
gervice in this fleld, yet we have not met our full share of re-
rponslbillity for the evangelization of the Negro. . . . Ve,
as a Church, must respond to our interest in the Negro Race,l40

Included among the recormendatlons rade by the Dlvislon of
legro Work at the 1950 Assembly were the following which mirror the
fchanged attitude of the Church toward Negro education.

{1) That the Church and Manse Fund of the Division of Negro
Work and the Scrivener Fund for the education of Negroes for the
minigtry be commended to the generosity aof the Church,

(2) That Race Relations Sundey be designated for the epeclal
etudy of WNegro Work in the Assembly,

{3) That Bt1llman College become an Assembly's Institution
effective immediately,41

-

38

Presbyterlan Church, U,S., Report of Home Missiorrs Commlttee
Annual Reports of Aecerembly Acencies, 1939, pp. 15 - 16,

2

29
Ibid., 1943, p. 22, .

Lo
Ibid., 1950, p. 107.

L1
Ibid., pp. 107, 108,
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In addition to the limited education advanteges which were
offered the men of Snedecor Memorial Synod, consideration must be
glven to the fact that most of them had to eupportuthemselves by
2

farming, or by teaching, or some nther occupation,
The 1936 Report of the Home Migsions Committee states that
desplte the burden of poverty and the many discouragements in the
way, gur Negro churches have carried on with courage and falthful-
ness, Mahy of the ministers received meager compengatlion for
thelr labors, but their devotion to thelr calling caused them to
endure this and many other hardships that these churches might pros-
per, Thls statement is substantiated by letters from two of the

L
Jministers in Snedecor Memorlial Synod, One minlster vrote:

I can't do my duty when fixed as I em, My nights are often
spent in the kitchen, my days in the schoolroom, I am trying to
do three things - bsking, teaching and preaching. I don't want
to Join the NortheER Church and don't expect to, but I must
support my family,

Another minister from Alabama wrote:

I am here working as hord as a man can work, minister or not,
and getting no »ay scarcely from the people, « . . I taught
nearly twenty scholars during March and received so far the sum

of fAifty cents, Now how can I get on like this, Yet I am not
going to quit, I am determined, God helping me, to go on,

b2
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if I don't get a cent from the people here.”5
Further testimony of the quallity of men in Snedecor Memorial
Synod 1s glven in this quotation from R, A, Brown, Superintendent
of Negro Work, 1922 = 1931l: "I have never heard one complain,
though they have to giveéup many of the necessities of 1life to con-
tinue in thigs servioe."u 1
Nevertheless, in spjte of limited formal education and mea-
ger incomes, many of the ministers dlsplesyed native ability and
consecration which enabled them to'do very c;Pditable work, Men of
dlstinction sprang from the ranks of Snedecor Memorial Synod and
proved themselves a credit, not only to their synod, but to the en-
tire Church, Probably the most distingulched early minister of
this eynod was Willlam H. Sheppard, D. D., F.R.G.S. After gradu-
ating from Stillman Institute in 1887, he spent a ghort time as a
minister in Montgomery, Alsabama, and Atlanta, Georgla, In the
meantime he offered himeelf to the Executive Committee on Foreign
Miseions as a missionary to Africa, Along with Samuel N, Lapsley,
he salled from New York in 1890 to labor in the first misslonary
operation of the Church in the heart of Africa.47 For twenty years
Ee labored earnestly in this field, - In recognition of his dls-
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tingulshed service, the Britigh Government bestowed upon him the
title of Fellowship of the Royal Geographical Society. Upon hils
return to this'country in 1912, he became pastor of the Han;ock
Street Presbyterian Church in Loulsville, Kentucky, where he served
wlth dlstinctlon until his death in 1927.48

A further indication of the hirh quality of Sheppard's lead-
ership 1g portrayed when S, H, Chegter intr;duced him to an audiencs

L]

It 18 my privilege to introduce to you today perhaps the
mogt distirculsghed and certalnly the most wldely known minister
of our Southern Presbyterian Church, For one thing, he 1is the
only minister on our roll holding a fellowshlp in the Royzal
Geographlcal Socliety of London, On behalf of the Executive
Committee of Foreign Missions, I wish to eny that there 1s no
missionary on our roll more beloved or more highly ecteemed by
the Comrittee under which he gerves, During the time of his
missionary service he has besn called to represent us on many
important occasions, He has stood before kings, both white and
black kings, as our representative, He has never represented
us anywhere that we have not had resson to be proud of the manner
in which he has done 1t, He i1s now recognized in lLondon and
Brussels ae one of the greatest of African migsionsries, That
for which the Foreign Missions Committee esteems him most is nof
the fact that he has achleved this prominence snd recognition,
but that having pchieved 1t, he his come back fo us the same
eimple-hearted, humble, eernest Christian man that he was when
we first sent bim out,%9 -

Qther mwen from Snedecor Memorisl Synod who have served the

Church with distinction as foreign misslonaries were L. A, DgYampert,

A, L, Edmiston, P, H, Hawkins and A, A, Rocheste;. Thelr names
50
too have been inscribed on the roll of the falthful, ’

et
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There were records of distinction on the home firlds as well
ag the foreign, Among the early ones was I, C, H, Champney, who
graduated from Stillman in 1895, He took sdvantage of the oppor-
tunity to further his training and served as the pastor of the Sa-

|
lem Presbyterian Church in Tuscaloosa, Alabama, For many years he
wag the Stated Clerk of Snedecor Memorial Synod, After leaving
Salem Church, the remaining years of his minietry were spent as the
successful pastor of the First éolored Presbyterian Church, Mont-
51
gomery, Alabama,

One of the most eloquent minlsters 5f 8nedeeor Memorlal Synod
vas W, A, Young, who was known as the "Singing Evangelist®, He has
also been called the greatest preacher ever produced by Stillman
Ingtitute. S. L., Morris sald this of himn:

After graduating at 3tillman, he served very acceptably and
euccegsfully as pastor of the Colored Presbyterian Church in
Moblle, Alabama,.1'The time having arrived foéor an advance move-
ment 1n behalf of Colored Evangelization, W, A, Young was selectf
ed a5 the first General Evangelist for the Negroes in the South,
He entered upon the work with great enthusiasm, and developed
into one of the most efficient ministers of the whole Church,

He conducted great evengelistlic meetings on the islands of the
South Carolina coast, in which large numbers were converted,52
Another record of service 1s that of J, H, M, Boyce, for -

many years pastor of the Gregg Street Pregbyterian Church, Houston,
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Texas. Services were started in Houston without a eingle member or
prospective member, Boyce has thie to say of hhs work:

During the time of our labor in the Southwest we have had
the pleasure of adding 203 members to the Church, lMany of
those vere added from the sick rooms where they eoon passed on,
We have a present membership of 120 active members, among whom
are some of the best people in the city. We feel God has
greatly blessed our efforts here, and even under much oppositlon
at times we have been able to carry on,53

The Home Missionsg Study bool for 1951 gives this account of
one of Snedecor Memorial men, T, J, James, who has served well 1n

the home fleld:

Well over a quarter of & century Mr, James has served the
Lord as a minleter of the gospel, For almost all fthat time he
hes minigtered to one church - the church which he was instru-
mental in starting -~ the church which he serves so acceptably
today., It has been a rich and frultful ministry which he has
enjoyed and which he céntinues to render with vigor and enthusi-
aam. L ] [ ] L

Hig life has been like a beacon light in the community where
he lives, His influence has been felt by all alike, both black
and white., With God's spirit leading all the way, he has cast
hig 1life as bread upon the waters in all of hls dealings with
hig white friends in Hartsville, He knew not whether it would
return to him, But it did, The white people of the community
is conegidered by them an able leader among men and one who can
be depended upon at all times. o « «

An outstanding white minister in the Presbyterian Church,

U. 8., has sald that Mr, Jameg in many ways 1s one of the
great ministers of our Church,5

In splte of the many difficulties vhich Snedecor Memorial Sy-
nod has faced, the work has gone on, Credit for this goes not
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only to the ones who have gained special recognitlion, but to the
ones who have labored quletly end effectively =ach day, reachlng
soule for Chrlst., Thompson has aptly sald, "Southern Precbyterians
had no need ta be ashamed of their Negro preachers, or of thelr

Negro memberg,"

Stillman Institute

Stillman Institute has played & major role in the developnent
of Snedecor Memorlal Synod because 1t has been the sole attempt on
the part of the Southern Presbyterian Chﬁ;ch to.fulfill its educa-~
tlonal respon-ihility to the Negroes, " A further observatlion poinf
ing up the contrast of educational provision~ fcr Negro and vhite
Southern Presbyterians is stated by Terry and Lee:

Under partlal or total control of the Presbyterlan Church,
there are in fect, four theological eeminaries, one training
school for lay workers, fifteen senlor colleges, nine junior
colleges, and a considerable nvmber of secondary schools - 81l
for white studentd., These ingtitutions combined have property
and endowment valued in excess of forty millions of dollars,

It i1s significant that, in contrast with the large number of
schools for white students, there ghould Ve only one institution
for llecro students, Thic~ rondition runs directly contrary to
the fret that a large percentage of the population of the states
in which the Southern Presbyterian Church operates 1s made up
of Negroce. A posslble explanation of 1ts meager educational
program for Negroes lies in the fact that the Southern Presby-
terlan Church has less than four thousand Negro comrmnicants,
Certalnly one educatlonal institution is adequate to care for

55
E, T, Thompson, op. g¢lt., p. 206,

56
P, W, Terry and L, T, Lee, A Study of Stillmen Institute
(Tuscaloosa: Universlty of Alabama Press, 1946}, p. 43.

*




25
the needs’/ofteo small a number, On the other hend, 1t would
probably be just as true to explain the fact that the Church
has less than four thousand Negro communicents by recalling
that 1t has had only one educational institution designed to
serve thelr needs, However this mey be, it 1s certainly true
that Stillman's solitary character lends significance to it in
the 1life of the Presiyterian Church,s/

Stillman Institute was establiched by the Churchsin 1876 for

5
the purpoge of the evangelization of the Nerro people, Thle move
vas mede because the Church had come to realize that the most urgent
59
need of the Negro people was &n educated ministry. In response
to overtures which came to the General Assembly of 1874, largely
due to the efforts of Charles A, Stillman, the Assembly appointed
a commlttee to consider the establichment of an inatitute for the
education of colored preachers. They were 1lnstructed to digest a
plan, if they deemed it expedient and practicable, for the organi-
zatlion, management, an% support of such a school, and report to the
0

next General Assembly. The commlttes, consisting of C, A, Stillmap,
P, D., J. O, Stedman, D, D,, .and Ruling Elder B, M, Estes, recom-
mended to the 1876 General Assembly the establishment of such an
Institute to be located at Tuscaloosa, Alebama, under the care of

61
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The first faculty of Tuscaloosa Institute, as it was then
called, consisted of C, A, Stillman, administrative heed of the62
school, and Andrew Flynn Dickeon, who did moet of the teaching,
Dickson, Stillman's boyhood friend, held the Master of Arts Degree
from Yale University and was also a graduate of the Yale School of
Divinity.6
Difficulties were encountered at the outset because of the
inadequate preparation on the part of the students for theologlcal
tralning, It then beceme necessary to include academic training in
the curriculum, This department wes opened under the leadership of
A, L. Ph1llips in 1893, and the name was changed from Tuscaloosa
Ingstitute to Stillman Institute in honor of the founder, Charles
A, Stillman.éu
The purpose of the academic depsrtment was not general edu-
cation, but preparation to the theolozical department, Tralning
for the minlstry remsined the solitary objective, The faculty con-
Listed of two professors, one who taught theologlical subjects ex-
clusively, and one vho taught academic eubjects.6

It soon became apparent that the scanty scademic training
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which one man was able to provide was insufficlent, Then the aca-
demic training was sub-divided into primary, 1intermedlate and ad-
vanced courses. In 1899 the Generasl Assembly approved the opening(
of the academic devartment to male students other than minlsteriall
aspirants. Also girls under fourteen years of age were allowed toi
enroll as non-resident students, Thus the Southern Presbyterigg
Church embarked upon a broader area of service‘to the Negroesg,

After seversl temporary locations for the Institute, the old
Cochrane homestead in Tuscaloosa was purchased as the permenent
home of Stillman Institute, It was located on the outskirts of the
city, on a hill overlooking the c¢ity and surrounded by twenty acres
of land sultable for cultivation.67 Thus was made poselble the
dream of C, A, Stillman, who had envlsipned such a location that the
school might become self supporting and the studentg might havr in-
dustriel training.68

e
That this was an adventageous move was shovn 1n the Report

of the Executive Committee two years later when it stated that thers
was both a curtallment of expenses of the institution and a growth

of independence and self-help on the part of the students,
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After a very frultful and aggresglve three year adminle- -
tration as Superintendent of Stillman, Phillips resigned in 1898,
His resignation was reluctantly offered, the decision being reache%1
because of the failure of the Church to properly support the work,.
D, Clay Lilly, pasfor of the First Presbyterian Church of
Tuscaloosa, succeeded Phlllipsq¢ For five years he labored coura-
geously in spite of the many difficultles which he encountered.
Then he too resigned, broken in health.72

1111y named as his successor James G, Snedecor, a member of
the Assembly's Committee on Colored Evengelization for ten years.73
Asguming hls resgponsibilities in 1903, Snedecor addressed himself
to the task of arousing intereet throughout the Church in Negro
evergelization, and particularly Stillman Institute, The school:s
lack of effeetiveneas may be attributed to the fact that 1t had
never been adequately supported by the Church, Snedecor's earnest
appeals d1d much to focus the attention of the Church upon its re-
sponglbility for education, Largelguthrough his efforts 1s dﬁe the

Jcredit for Stillman's later growth,
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Durlng Snedecor's administration, an additional twenty-five
acres of land were added to the original twenty., Snedecor was
dedlcated to improving the mental, moral, and splritual powers of
the students under his adminlstration and he also exerted great in-
fluence in the class room.75 I11 health forced him to resign in
1916 after a very frultful ministry, °
For two years, following the resignation and death of
Snedecor on 1916, William E. Hutchlson served as Principal of
Stillman, He has previously served as teacher 2t Stillman for six
years, He was especlally noted for his work as a Blble teacher.77
Following the resignation of Hutchison in 1918, a two year tenure of]
office was held by R. K, Timmons.78

Beginnling with the administration of W, F. Osburn in 1920,
the 1ldea of preparation for the teaching profession for both men and
women was stressed, Osburn was g layman, a greduate of Alabama
Polytechnic Institute at Auburn, with both the B. S. and M.S. deg;ees.

He was very famlllar with the academic requirements of the state,

Working 1in conjunction with R, A, Brown, Superintendent of
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Negro Work et that time, Osburn worked towsrd the goal of a stand-

ardized institution of bnth hirh school and colleglate grades.

Thney orranlzed the Junier high school and the senior high school

in 1926 in eecordance with the recommendations of the State Depart-
ment of Education, Ths high school was accredited 1in 1929.80 The

Junior ¢ollege wes edded in 1927 when the high school was well es-

tablished, Through these departments efforts were put forth to

traln bgth men en& women for various areas of servlce to the
81 ’
Church,

4

During Osburn's administration the farm acreage was doubled,
thus making 1t po;sible for increased enrollmert of men and women
pbecance of greater oppoftunities for self help, Contrary to the
brizinal purpose in establishing the schooi, a minority of the
ptudents were preparing for the ministry, 1llost of the students were
belng treined for Chrietian leadershlp in other fields.82

It was in September, 1922, thet Stillman became co-
educationa1.83 Mrs, W, C, Wingborough, Executive Secretary of the
&oman's Auxlliary of the General Assembly, was one of the lmportant

jeaders in the undertaking which made thls possible. The Women's
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Dormitory, bullt with e¢ontributions from the Women of the Church,

the General Educatlon Board of New York, and from the Assembly's
Home Migsions Committee, was nemed the Winaborough Bullding in
honor of lrs, Winsborough.su

Osburn served well as principal of Stillman until hils death
in 1929, The period of his adminigtration has well been called one
of broadening outreach for Stillman Ingtitute and Snedacor memorial
Synod because of the wide influence the increased educatlional oppor-
tunities had on the reliéious work of the synod.8

During the'administfation of A, L., Jackson, elected as prin-
clpal 1n 1929, the Jjunior eollege received accreditation from the
Southern Association,86 Tiie Emily Eetes Snedecor Nurses! Training
School, opened 1n 1929, so improved its course of study that 1ts
graduates were enabled to pass the state examinatione for reglstered
nurses.87 ‘

Wnen the highh schools in the vicinlty of Tuscaloosa became
peceredited, there was less urgency for this type of training at
ti1lman, For® this reason the high schnnol depsertment was discontinue

end the major academlc interest vas placed on the Jjunior

n
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college, The principal interest became the training of teachers
e8
for the elementary school,
Further evidence of the change in trend is seen in the
following statement:
The theological department has suffered a sharp decllne,
The number of students in recent years has dwindled until at
the present tlme only two candldates are enrolled, Among the
chilef reasong accounting for thls conditlion are the inabllity
to grant degrees to graduates, an inadequate instructional
program, and the limited number of congtlituents from which to
drav candidates for the ministry., The situation of this depart-
ment, therefore, ls precarious and the future uncertaln, Since
the training of minleters has been and is so central in Still-

man'sg hiatogg, the importance of this questlon cannot be over-
emphasgized,

After the resignation of‘A. L, Jackson in 1947, the school
wag wlthout a president until 1948 when Samuel Burney Hay acéepted
the posltion, Prior to his coming to Stillman the Nurses' Tralining
School wes discontinued and the hospital closed, The name of the
school vas changed to Stillman College., The administration of the
college was placed in the hands of the President and a Board of
Trustees approved by the Assembly.9o

Under the wige and capable leadership of S, B, Hay, the schooll

hee grown from a Jjunior cdllege to a four year college., Many other

improvements have been made. Tribute to hls leadership is found

28
Ibié,

g9 ‘
Ibid,, p. 54.

90
Presbyterien Church, U, S,, Mlnutes of General Assembly,
1948, pp. 144, 145,




33

in these words:

Our whole Church ls gratified wilith the progress belng made
at Stillman under the leadership of Dr. Samuel Burney Hay vhom
we commend for 1t, On May 27th twenty-one young people were
graduated with the degree of Bachelor of Sclence in Educatlon,
During the year the student body reached an enrollment of 377,.
the largest in the college's history,91

In additlion to belng the only educational institution for

L)
Negroes supported by the Southern Church and the source of training
J
for the minlstry and lay workers of Snedecor Memorial Synod, Still-
man has been the center for conferences and training schools,.
Among the conferences held annually on its campus are the following:
Young People's Conference; Negro Women's Christian Conference;
.~ ¢ ’
Minister's Conference; Woman's Auxiliary Training School; Training
School for Vecation Bible School Workers; and the Men at Stillman
92
Conference, It 1s difficult to estimate the influence vhich
Stillman Instittite, now Stillman College, has had in shaping the
‘ .
life of Snedzcor Memorlal Synod, Desplte 1ts 1lﬁitations, much
good has come to those who minlister and to those who are minisgtered

unto because of Aits endeavore to provide an educated and Christian

93 ’ .
leadership for this eynod, .
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Influence of the Home Missiong Committee

Because of the failure to recelve substantial support for
the Negro churches, the Executive Committee on Colored Evangellism
wag dlescontinued in 1911 and the responglbllity for Colored Evange-
lism was placed under the care of the Executive Committee of Home
Mlisslons, As a result of thig chance, the Executive Committee of
Home Misslons recelved a somewhat larger appropriation, but still
totally inadequate for the work committed to 1ts care&.9LP This
change, however, dld not alter the previous pattern, for Snedecor
remained in chprge of the Department of Negro Work.until he re- .
signed because of falling health in 1916.95

The Executlve Gommlttee of Home Migslions, realizing the magnir
tude of its responsibility and its desire to do a more effeétive
work among the Negro people, proposed to theJGeneral Assembly

in 1915 that the llegro churches become an integral part of the
Leneral Agsembly of the Presbyterian’Church in the United States.9
This integration was reallzed in May, 1917, when the Snede-
fcor Hemorial S8ynod vas o;ganlzed es ¥ member of the General Assembly

G7
of the Pregbyterian Church in the United States,
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After the resignation of J, G, Bnedecor in 1916, the Execu-
tive Committee of Home Missions continued its work among the Ne~
groes without a Superintendent or a designated person responsglble
for Negro Work until 1922 when R, A, Brovm was choeen for the po-
sition, ° Brown was a man of noble character and "a fine mind",
He loved the Negroes and had a real sympathy for them, The Negroes
loved Brown, not only as thelr Superintendent, but as their friend.9
A further indication of the influence of the Executive Com-
mittee of Home Missions upon the Snedecor Memorial Synod can be seen
in the report of Homer McMillen, Executive Secretary, to the 1943
General Agsembly, .

For ten years following the death of Dr., R. A. Brown in 1931,
because of the Committee's critical finsncial condition, the
position of Buperintendent was not supplled and the re*ponsibll—
1ty for the supervision of the Assembly's Negro Work was added
to the dutles of the Executive, R, D, Bedinger, D. D,, who
had cerved the Assembly's Committee of Foeeign Missions in
the Belglen Congo, and recently served as Superintendent of Home
Missions in Asheville Presbytery, was chosen for this important
position, , .

Dr, Bedinger began hils duties as Superintendent of the De-
partment of Merro Work, Novemberl, 1942, at the close of the
Home Missions Emergency Campalgn which he had been asked to di-
rect, His time has been spent in visiting churches in the Sned-
ecor Memorial Synod and the various Missions eided by the Exec-
utive Commlttee, for a_better understanding of the progress and
the needs of the work,

\

98
E, T. Thompson, op. cit., p. 204,

99
Ibid,

100
Presbyterian Church, U, S,, Report of the Home Misgsions
Committee, Report of Assembly Acencles, 1943, pp. 16, 17.




36
After the first five months of work with the Home Miselons
Committee, Bedlnger reported the followlng:

The Executive Committee endeavore to do for the Negroes all
that 15 done for the other races that are served by the Home

as they are by poor equipment and a leadership that has not hed
the advantages of adequate tralning, are making a credltable
progress, The membership of the church i1s composed largely of
vege earners, small farmers, or those who have very 1lif+le %o
¢lve to the support of their church, The pastors of some of
our Negro churches sre dependent upon the Executlve Committee
for the major part of thelr eupport, Cthers, because thelr
churches can contribute so little, farm or work at a trade to
supplement the smount received from the Home Mission funds,

The teachers in Sunday schools and the leaders of the Auxillarid
earnest in purvoee, do the best they cern, though in many cases
they have not had any tralning for these dutles,

In Snedecor Memorial Synod there are 28 active ministers who
serve 40 organized churches, There are 40 Sunday schools and
15 outposts with 2,803 pupile, There are Z4 young people's
organlzatlions and 25 Women's Auxlliaries, In the synod during
the year there were 27 Vacation Bible Schools with an enroll-
ment of 2,386, The churches of the synod received 168 by pro-
fession of falth sand 95 »y letter., There are four affiliated
ministers who serve churches in white preshyteries,

The following excerpt from the Home Miasslons Committee's
1946 report reflects ite 1nfluence on Snedecor Memorlal Synod:

It 1s the desire of the Executive Committee that the Negro
members of our church receive every help in leadersihlp, training
and inspiration that 1s provided for others. To thls end, there
1s a Superintendent to assiast the Necro ministers in planning
the work of thelr churches and to help them in the stewardship
and evengellstic campeirna, Every year the minlsters of Sned-
ecop Memn~1-~1 Svnod are broutht to Stilliman Institute as guests
of the Home lMisslon Cormlittee for a week of Blble study; in-
struction in evengellsm, Sunday school work, and stewardship;
and for the diecussions of thelr church and community problems,l
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A-new agency wad delegated the responsibility for Wegro Work
in 1947 by the General Aasembly. Thé Home Migsions Committee sum-
marlzed l4s activities as regarding Snedecor Memorial Synod in 1ts

final report for Negro Work in 1947, An excerpt from thils report

follows:

The churches of Snedecor Memorial Synod have received
agelstoance from the Committee's bullding funds and the Synod
has received its Just share of the Home Mission Emergency Fund,
That they might have the same advantages as others served by
the Executlve Coumlttee, the minisgters of Snedecor Memorial
Synod were brought to Stlllman Instlitute each year for a period
of Bible study and instruction inx evangelism, stewardship, and
Sunday school and church work, Some of the ablest ministers
and teachers in the Agsembly gave freely of thelr time to this
eervice, The facilities-of Stillman Instlitute were made avall-
able for the Woman's Auxiliary Training School of Snedecor Me-
moriael Synod and for the Young People's Conference,

These facts are given to show that the Negro Presbyterian
minleters, churches, auxiliaries, and schools have not been
neglected but have received every coslderation.as members of .
the Home Miselon family end the Pregbyterien household of .
fslth,103 o . :

Becinnirg of the Committee -on Negro Work

In l946,thé Generel Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in
he United States ;pproved a recommendation of an A4 Interim Com-
1ttee making llegro Work a separate department from the Home Mis-
b1ons Committee, A Committee.on Negro WO}k vas appolrted to take
pver this responsibility on April 1, 19&71 v

Alexander R, Batchelor was cailed to serve as Executive

103 1
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Secretary,of,this new Committee, The Commlttee was glven the re-
sponslbllity of working through, with and for the Negroes of our -~
Southland, DBstohelor steoted in his first arnual report to the
General Agsembly that the work of this Committee was Negro centered,

He further estated that the work was to be one of Evangelism, church
105
buvllding and Christian Education for the Negroes,

The ever present problem of adequate finance presented it-
self to thls new committee on Nearo Work in 1ts first year of oper-
ation, Batchelor reveals it in hig firgt annual report:

Soon after the year began, we reallzed that an error had
been made in reference to expected funds for this committee,
We were faced with the fact that at its best our percentage
could be erpected to produce only $65,000. Althouch we were
promiged £100,000, we received about half that amount. We
faced the pogsslibllity of retrenchment, not advance, in Negro
Work, Advance arywhere slong the line was out of the question,
Attractive offers of new work had to be rejected, Requests for
new ochurchee vere filed for future reference, We could not
support more churches; we must support fewer,

We eonuld not 4o more for Stillman; we must do less, We
could not ralse the salarler of our Negro ministers; we might
heve to lower them, Nothing could be done to improve building
equlprent, Our receipts from the churches for the year totaled
$51,851,93, It became necessary to borrqw to pay sixty-five
llegro woikgrs vho looked to this Committee for full or partial
support, 0

During this first year of service, the Committee on Negro
Work had direct responsibility for Stillman Institute as the school

vas temporsrily without a presfdent. The Commlttee was ably assliste
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107
by Dean B, B, Hardy end his faeulty,

The second Annual Report of the Committee on Negro Work show-
ed eneouraging reports of the reeponse made by the Church to the
needs of this Committee, The Church manifested ltes interest through
praying and giving.108

Because 1t has alwnys been the policy of the Committee on
Negro Work that Negro Work is for, with and by Negroes, its tork
weg directed toward a cooperative cempalgn of evangelism, and the
development and use pf Negro 1eadersh1p.109

Through the efforts of this, Committee presbyteries and
churches have respondea by organizing new work for Negroes, Jack-
son, lflssiesippl, Okolona, Miselsslippl, and Beaumont, Texas, re-
ported new work 1n31949.110 Anderson, South Carolina and Greenvilld
South Carolina reported plans under wey for the organization of
Presbyterian Negro churches.lll

Many other evidences of progress have been noted since the
establishment of the Committee on Hegro Work, Among these were

the one dsy Institutes planned for each church in Snedecor Memorial
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Synod, Batchelor gives thls account of them:

For the first time eince the esdablishment of this Dlvision,
planred effort was made to vislt every l'¢gro church in our
Asgsenmbly., We dared attempt thls goal becsuse the reorganization
of our Assembly's Work has lightened the administrative respon-
8ibllity nf this Diviesion, We are especlelly indebted to the
office of the Treasurer of the Board of Church Extension for
essuming full responsibility for our finances and at the same
tlme sensing the constent and unique need of this Division,

In cooperation with “rs, A, L., Devarieaste, field worker of
the Board of Woman's Work, and L, W. Bottoms, Regional Director
of Religious Educatlon of the Board of Education, a series of
One-Day Institutes was planned, which were to reach every Ne-
gro church in our Assembly, Although providentially hindered
from accomplishing thils goal in one year, we did reach about
twenty-five local churches. The Secretary of the Division of
Negro Work had separate conferences with pastors and officers
of every one of these churches, It was a gample of the local
contact so necesgsary to an underetanding service for and with
these earnest pastors and laymen of our Negro churches,llZ2

The lmportance of increased emphasis on city work has been
clted by Batchelor. An educated miniétry and attractive bulldings
are necessary to eppeal to an educated and cultural citizenry. The
state of affalrs in Snedecor Memorial Synod has been briefly sum-

marized by Batchelor in the following statement:

There is a general population trend in the South, as in the
vhole nation, from rural to urban areas, Recent population
charts indicate that strictly rural areas.have had a decrease
in population since the last census, TQ@le move has been stim-
lated by mechanization on the farm and by the development of
industries 1in cities. Thils trend le having a serious effect
upon our Negro churchee, Two-thirds of the churches in Snede-
cor Memorial Synod are rural, Durin~ the lest five years, the
membersghip of Snedecor llemorlial Synod has increased only ﬁ per
cent, This does not mean that our Negro churches have falled
in thelr evangelistic efforts, Laet year's report indlcated
that they had a good increase of numbers durlng the year, It

112
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does mean that those received inteo the caurches, especially
young people, are moving to citleas, We heve had few churches
in clities to which they can co, It becomes evident that the

development of urban Eiﬂro work 1s essgentlal to the success
of our whole program, 3

113
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i CHAPTER III *

RELIGIOUS EDUCATIQN

Church Service

Frou the beginning, the ministers of Snedecor Memorial
Synod have endeavored to maintain a high standard in their wor=
ship service. In many cases their services were patterned after
those of the white Presbyterian churches. In rare cases did the
ministers allow the whim of their congregations to cause them to
deviate from the high standard acceptable to the Bresbytepian
Church, b

Because of the shoria.ge of ministers and the distance to
be traveled to churches, same congregat.iéns had preaching services
only once each month. Still o’é.hers had the services of a minister
each Sunday. In the absence of the minister during the mont.h,' wor=
ship services were conducted by th’e elders and Sunday school was
carried on.z i

In most cases the service of worship was begun at approxi-
mately eleven a'clock and lasted approxima_.tely an hour and a half,
The eity churches had the advantage of choira to lead in the cing-

ino, Many rural churches also had choirs, but some were forces to

L 4
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rely on the oastor or other persons to lead in the singing., The
hymns of the Church were predominantly used. The jazzy type gose
pel songs were usually frowned upon in most of the churches.3
Attendance at night services has been very limited. In most of the
rural churfthes no night services were planned. Even in urban
areas thz night services which were planned often met with little
success.

The regular use of church bulletins 1s a standard practice
in most of the city churches and some of the rural churches.
Thus a dignified and orderly service is conducted with much conser-
vation of time. The reception and dedication of the offering is
included as a part of the worship services. It &slenIyifain to
state that there are some ministers who have become careless and
allowed practices from other churches to seep in which are noesalp
ways 1in keeping with the standards of the PBresbyterian Church.

Sunday Schools
The conducting of Sunday schools has been as 1mportant fac-

tor in the development of Snedecog Lemorlal Synod. Lost of the

churches were begun through Lls%ion Sunday schools, in many in-
i

-
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stances conducted by white teachers. When the Sunday schools were
taken over by the Negroes t.hgmselves, the problent of qualified
leadership presented itself. This has continued to be a major :
problem throughout ‘the history of the synod. In his report to the }
synod in 1944 as Chairman of the Religious Education Committee,
¥, J. Gipson made the following observation:

In the field of leadership trailning, we have not yet
scratched the surface. Too few of our people are exposed to
the right type of leadership training. The inadequately
equipped department of Religious Education at Stillman is
the primary source for most of our leadership training, and
too few of our Presbyterian young people go there. The Confer
encea and Institutes have not been adequate to meet the needs.

Religious Education generally did not receive too much con=-

sideration as such until Gipson became the chairman of the Synod's

Comnittee on Religious Education. He labored earnestly in behalf

of the religious education progrem of the synod during his stay in

offices To his continued and sincere efforts is due much of the

later pregress of the synod in the area of religious education.

In 1943 a Sunday school Extension Eorker was employed for the sum-
8

mer monthse. .. Duping the summer of 1946, for the firgt time in the

héstory of the synod, a Children's Worker was employed. Laboratory

schools for Vacation Bible school workers were conducted and im=

L ] .
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proved Bible schools resulted.

Efforts to increase the numbers of qualified leaders for the
Sunday schools have continued through suimer conferences and through
institutes of the local church, presbyterf and synod levels. Though
handicapped through the years because of lack of trained leadership
Sunday schools have been conducted through the .synod by faithful
persons who made up in diligence and consecrated service what they
lacked in formalized t.ra.ining.lo

MO'st of the churches of the synod have used the Uniform or
Graded Lesson Series published by the Presbyterian Committee of
Publication. The Synday school.has been and still is a vital part
of the churches of Spedecor Memorial Synod. Iany of the churches
attribute thelr very vontinuance in existence to the fact that they
were fartunate to have strong, well attended Sunday schools. 1

Growth in Sunday school enrollment thro_ughou’c the synod has
been neglible if numerical strength alone is to be considereda
In 19218, according to the reco::ds, there were thirty-eight Sunday
schools with & total enrollment of thirteen hundres and fifty-seven,

In 1950 there were still only thirty-eight Sunday schools reported

Presbpterian Chlzurch, Ue S., Minutes of Snedecor Memorial
s’z!lOd’ 1947’ ppo 1ll - Y
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11 »
Ibid.




46

12
with a total enrcllment of twenty=four hundred and thirty-eight.

Younz People's York

‘Until 1935 there was no synod wide organization for t'heb
young p;OPJ:e c:f ISnedecor Memorial Syﬁod. Some of the presbyteries
had Sunday school Con.vent:iansannua:l{y, at which time the young pco.
L‘people gat.hered: They followed no organized program of Youth Work,
but had more or less general programs. Organized and functioning
Youth Gro#ps were very few in the local churches throughout the
synod.la

The Young People's league of Snedecor Memorial Synod was
organized in 1935 under the spg;xsorship of Stillman Institute and
its faculty. Six years later the president of this organization

-

wrote:

In a very definitw way we are being made to face the fact
that we have at our dlsposal a great wealth of unused power in
our church who are waiting anxiously to be used. The young
people are no longer asking, “What's the use?" but are throwing
back their shoulders and saying, "We must do something about
it.® Whai we need most is guidance in what to do and how best
to do 1it. &

Results of the training receives when the young people met
‘once each year at Stillman were evident in the local churhbhkes.

- -
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[foung People's Fellowship groups weras organized and conducted
successfully in many of the local (:hurches.15

In 1946 Lawrence W. Battoms accepted the call to serve as
Reglonal Director of Religious Education for Senedor Memorial _
bynode This was the realization of a long time goal of the Synod's
Coomittee on Religious Education. One of Bottom's first moves was
to plan v{éth this committee fo;' a synqci wide Young People'g Con-

ference.

Youth Work witnessed a period of progress. The Young

eople'’s Syhod's Council was organized along the lines of the new
etup for young people as passed by the 1948 General Assembly.
ult advisers for this org.anization were elected.l7 These organ-
izations were¢ also set up om presbydery and locall. church levels.
Presbytery Ral}ies were hel? !lithlac‘ompetent leadership froa both
young people and adult advisers. '
The Synod's Council continues to meet each year. The Synod
Youth Conference held annually at Stillman is an event toward which

the young people anxiously look. Improvements in local Presby-

|
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terian Youth Fellowships are evident as the result of these

period of traininggand contact with other young people facing

similar probléms. "

Woman's Work ' .

The first efforts toward Woman'®s Work in Snedecor Memorial
Synod were the Colored Woman's Conference held annually at Stiil-
man Institute. The first met in 1916 and its success led to the
organization.of1others in other s%ates several years later. An
account of these conferences as given by Mfé. W. C. Winsborough,
first Executive Secreiary of the Committee on Woman's Work, Pres-
byderian Church in the United Stétes, follows:

The original purposes of these conferences was to bring help
in practical Christian living to colored women who were past
school are, yet who wanted to help their race and especially
their neighbors to build up a better eommunity life. The
sessions were conducted in the dormitory of a Negro college
for a week during vacations The faculty had both white and
colored members, and the progrem Included Bible study, home
nursing, sewing, community betterment, sanitation, and allied-
subjects. The expenses of the delegate were usually borne by
the local Presbyterian Auxiliary i the town from ahich she
came, regardless of the denomination to which the de%sgate
belonged. Later, many delegates paid their own way.

Same of the results of these conferences werse noted by Mrse.
Winsboroughe The change in the heart and mind of most of the
delegates was cited as being the most worthwhile result. Another
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far-reaching result was the change in attitude toward the Negro rac
by many white women who through a sense of duty had serves in these
conferences, One of these is reforded as saying, half laughingly,
Yet with glistening eyes and a break in her voices

I think I never really 'got religion' until I spent

S Sxperiinos 3 GSAIL Davir FOPGeL.EL e s

Doubtless the most lasting result of the conferences for
Negro women bas been the orgdnization of Negro presbyterials, aux=
iliary to the four presbyteries of Snedecor Eemorial Synod. In'
response to a request which went to the Auxiliary Office from the
Negro women for the organization of presbyterials efforts were be=-
gun in this c‘liz:'ect.i.on.22

The four presbyterials were organized as follows: North and

South Carolina, December 9, 1925; Central Alabama, December 15, 1925;

Central Louisiana, April 10, 19263 and Ethel in the fall of 1938.
Each has held angual meetings since its organization. Though or-
Zanized, these women had no tggining in effecftively carrying on

the work of the presbyterial. : .

Irs. S. H. Askew, Field worker of the Committee on Woman's

" |
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Work, visited some of the Negro groups in the Assembly. She saw

the need of working more closely with thede groupe and brought the
tter 1o the attention of the Agsembly's Committee on Woman's

lt:jrk gi.t.h the hope that a full time wofker might be provided for

them.

This hope of lMrs. Askew and the Committee on Woman's Work

became a reality in 1942. The Auxiliary Birthday Offering wag

designated for work among the Negroes of the Presbyterian Church,

Ue Se A portion of this gift was used for the employment of a
- 25
[jeld Workerfor the women in the Negro churches of the Assembly.

liss Louise B, Miller, a missionary on furlough from Korea, was
chosen for this service‘.z6 -
That kiss Miller entered her work with a keen insight into
the needs of the people she was to serve is evident from her first
report:

Ag I have vigited eleven churches in the two Presbyterials
of Snedecor Memorial Synod the impression has continued to grow
that to our friends of that Synod are due a great deal of
credit for the quiet, earnest way in which they are carrying
on. These groups are for the most part, far separated and so
miss the stimulus of contacts with fellow Christians whose
Church program is the same. This is, of course, a handicap and
often leads to a certain amount of discouragement, The churches

4
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in which one finds the most alive organizations are those few
in places where white Christian friends of the same denomina=-
tion are genuinely interested in them, ’

The Southern Presbyterian Negro men and women ere seeking
to know and carry out our church's program in the same wayr that
the strogger Synods are doing. In that they need not only
understanding, sympathetic friendship, but also wise guidance
in the use of all the splendid materials provided by every
agency of the church. If the stronger white churches need
special workers in every branch of their work to interpret this

material and put it to 559, surely the weak isolated Negro
churches_must have help.<

[
}

Prior to Miss Miller's coming as Field Worker, the only
g 3

L] L
bvenue which had been open to the Women of Snedecor Memorial Synod

[ ' toa e 4t .- [
for training in the business and activities of an auxiliary or
’ 3 - -
resbyterial was the Christian Comference sponsored by some of the

. v - P | as b
ynodicalse As these were interdenominaljonal,-the’ Presbyteriam:-.:
-t & 4o L L
rogram was not stressed. bany times few Presbyterian women were
y M [ S .

hosen to attend these conferences. Those who did soon realized ‘
Ls k ] ..

the great need of thezgomen of the synod for further training in

Y]

the Ghurch's program. ;
ok

This need was met in a measure through the visits of the

Iy}

Field Worker, but this proved inadequate. To broaden the opper=-
. -t -~ A P Ve P hnst - -~ -
tunities for training, in 1943 the four presbyterial presidents
- r Vlu‘ h'. ' J
for the first time were privilegei tqwattend the Woman' Auxiliary

Trainip School at Montreat, North Carolina. At Lontzeat the§
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gained new and broader vision of the work.29

Since only four women attended the Lophreat Training School,
other plans were set in motion that every woman in the Presbyteriat
Church, Us S. might have an opportunity for training. In August,
1944, the first Woman's Auxiliaty Training School was held far the
women of Snedecor Memorial Synod. The progran of that first school
was set up by the Secretary of Woman'g Work end members of the
Staff of the Committee on Woman's Work. Sixty=-six women from ten
states attendeds Of this number fifty-eight were membars.of the
Presbyterian Church, U. S. A total of one hundred and twenty-one
credits was given at this first school.30 | L -,

With,the exception of 1945 when war time travel restrictions
prevented the gathering, annual Wbman's'Training Schools have been
held at Stilluan since 1944, , Women's Work has moved forward as a
result of these periods of training.l Evidencea of growth have been
seen in the local churches as well a8 in the ﬁ}gibytgrials. Yore
women have assumed leadership responsibi;}ties.
Ie o Ul Jaldaly 18465cthd (Committee. on'Homants Jorkend,tha "foman's
Advisory Camnittee approved the appovintment of a Negro Agslstant
Field Worker for Snedecor Memorial &ynod. Irs. A. L. Devarieste of

-
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the Berean Church in New Orlean, Louisiana, was chosen for the
position. ‘'Because of her affiliation with the nursery s€hool of
the Berean Center in New Or%fans, Mrs Devarieste agreed to divide
’ter time equally between the two serv}ces W%LT:JUQG, 1047, at

hich time she became full time Fie}d Vorksre

-~ L™ o

For many years after the organization of the presbyterials,

v W -

the women of Snedecor Memorial Synod looked forward to the time
] '} - e A,
Lhen they might be organized iPto a synodicals How this dream
o P S o’ — - A & .
ecame a reality has been recorded by Mrs., Devariestet .

During the meeting of Central Alabama Presbyterial, April
9 - 10, 1948, the question of Blessing Box offerings was dis-
cussed by the executive board. One of the women conceived the
idea that if four presbyterials are to continue pooling the
Blessing Box offerings for some definate objective, there is a
need for an organization of the fowr groups. A recommendation
was made by the executive board to the gresbyterial which was
adopted and sent to the other presbyterials for consideration
and approval, i1f approved by each executive board. The ap=-
proval of the Committee on Voman's Work was asked for and after
the regular procedure on such matters, including refrence to
the Woman's Advisory Committee, the Committee on Woman's Work
approved the organization of the Snedecor Memoridl Synodical.
The Snedzscor Synod had hoped for such approval and had
.recamménded tthat thae1bdtganizationsbe_approved.

On August 23, 1248, the organizational meeting was called
to order by the Secretary of Woman's Work, Miss Janie W.
KcGaughey, who presented Mrs. H. D. Haberyan, representarive
of the Committee on Woman's Work, to conduct the meeting. A
provisional Constitution and By-laws was adopted after which
the Snedecor Xemorial Synodical was organized. The following
officers were electeds

1
«Q

Ies.W. Ta Ford, Tuscaloosa, Alabama, President

Mrs. Moses E. James, New Orleans, Louisiana, Vice-President

32
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Mrse He Ao Martin, Montgomery, Alabama, Secretary-Historian

- o

Vrs. Vaughn Parrish, Scotlandville, loulsiana, Treasurer

. & budget of $150,00 was presented and adopted. The first
project of the synodical was establishing a Scholarship Fund
for assisting a worthy boy or girl to_gttend Stillman College,
to be finances by Blessing Box funds.3<

The growth and degelopment of woman's work in Snedecor lemo=
rial Synod has been well summerized by Mrs. Devariéste who has la-
bored earnestly as a servant of the Church, Ner statement follo:‘vs:

An annual meeting of the synodical has been held each year
8ince the organization. There is now a couplete staff of offie.
cerse Tow part-time scholarships have been given, a3 well as
contributions made towards the purchase of the synod's mance
far the regional directom. X

The women assume responsibilities iIn the Woman's Training
8chool at Stillman, serving as teachers, leaders of recreation
and worship services. The president, aiong with others, pre-
sides at the evening meetings. They also assist with the regis-
tration. . : .

The women are serving as adult advisers in the local churches
in the presbyteries and in the synod. They serve as counselors
In youth conferences, Some have prepared articles about the
Training School and other conferences which have appeared in
Church publications. Some serve as representatives on.the °
Planning Cormittee for Training School. Eight hold diplomas
from Tr ing Schools p

Eonorary Life Llemberships are still being given. Almost
every past presbyterial. president in Snedecor lkemorial Synodi-
cal has been so honored. CUne of the first Honorary Life liem=-
berships was given by the women to Migs Louise By Miller, first
Field {')Iorker with Presbyterian Negro women, who gerved in that
capacity for five years, 19242 to 1547,  The present Field Worker
has been so hanored. o

There are now forty-eight orgenized Women of the Church
groups throughout the General Assembly. The women are more and
more realizing the blessing and joy there are in being good

~——gtewards. —They are more willing to give their time, talents
and possessions that the work of the Church might progress.3%

il ’ L) - 4
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Men's Work
The year 1947 was an eventful year in the history of Snedee
cor Memorial Synod. The laymen embarked upon a program that had
met with 1litile success in previous years. This fact is revealed

in the report of W. J. Gipson as chairman of the Synod's Committee
on Religious Education 'in 1944:

Organized Men's Work as such has not functioned very well,
because this phase of our Religious Education program was one
of the last we approached. Eowever, we do have a number of
churches with Men's Bible Classes. We have a few churches
with Men's Organizations functioning in an organized form.
llere we especially urge the churéhes to give more prayerful
study to adult education in order that out adults may: become

more a.ggggssive in the promotion of llen's Work and Bible
classes.

Three years later a dream long charished by Gipson became a
reality as was indicated in his report to the 1947 meeting of
the synods

The objective of Men's Work 1s to inform and activate egery
man for whom the local congregation id responsibles Red tape
is cut to a minimum. Organizational details are for practical
purposes only, therefore are flexible and adaptable to local
situations.

The Men's Work in our Syrmod has made definits progress al-
though it still has a long distance to go. The first Men-at-
Stillman Canference was held August 1 -,3 at Stillman with about
£ifty men present. These men represented thirty churches with
a total man power pool of semwen hundred. The Regional Director
was in charge of the conference. « » .3ghe first organization
of the len-at-Stillman was formulated.

Presbyterian Church, U. S., Minutes of Snedecor Memorial
gynod, 1944, p. 10,
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After 1ts organization, Men's Work grew and developed,
Batchelor reported to the General Assembly in 1948 that the Men's
program which has meant so much to the Church as a whole was find-
ing a place in the Negro church, Thus advanced another phase of
developrent in Snedecor Memorial Synod,

That the orgenization of the laymen of Snedecor Memorial
Synod continued to make edvancemente 1s indicated in the report of
the Reglonal Director to the 1949 meeting of the synod:

The Men of the Church also sounded the note to go forward,
The Council of the Men-at-Stillman met in Atlanta laet January.
The men on the Councll found understanding of what was expected
of them, The Men's Conference thls year wag the result of their
planning, Whille the number of men present was not as large as
i1t should have been, the progrem was very outstanding,

The Council has also insplred and gulded in the presbyteries
the work vhich is gradually taking form. The Atlanta district
of the North and South Carolina Pregbytery 1s doing an outstand+4
ing plece of work,

We need to work for a fuller developed Men's work in the

presbyterieg and for a larger attendance at the Men-at-Stillman
Conference,’3

Presbyterian Church, U, S., Mlnutes of the General
Assembly, 19’4’8, P. 146.
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Synod, 1949, p. 17.




CHAPTER IV
DISSOLUTION AND FINAL MEETING

Factors leadine to the Dissolution

Leaders throughout the Church have been concerned for many
Years sbout the apparent lack of growth of Snedecor Memoriasl Synod,
Walter L, Lingle expressed his concern in en article entltled
"What Would Jesus Do". 1In considering the attitude of the Church
tovard Negro Work during the yeara, he stated:

For the most part, we have spproached this work with an
attitude of superilority. In our work we have kept the Negroes
reminded by word and deed that we consider ourgelves thelr su-
periors, Thls may work after a fashlon in some departments of
1life but not in religion, It would be better 1f we vers to
leave the quesgtion of superlority to the Lord who is a better
Judre than we, Hls egtimate might surprise us,

Lingle also pointed out the difficulty of malnteining an
effective synod when the churches involved were séattered through~
out the entire South, FHundreds of miles had to be traveled to at-
tend synod meetings, The presbyteriea faced the same problem,
This problem was even greater because of stringent financial con-
ditions under wvhich the members of the synod lived,

In his consideration of the problem faced by Snedecor }Memo-

irlal Synod, Lingle proposed a suggesiion for the Church to think

1
Valter L. Lingle, "What Would Jesus Do", The Christian
Pbserver 138:3, March 29, 1950,

Ibid,
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about, He prefaced his euémeetlon by steting that he was concerned
‘in this article only with the rellgiou; problems and not the socigl,
economlc and political race problems, The following excerpts are
fro& hls artlcle which reverberated throughout the Presbyterlian

Church in the Unlted States, and vas one of the major factors which
lead to the dissolution of Snedecor Memorial Synod:

From a practfcal as well as a Chrigtian point of view, the
time hag come vhen we will have to abolish the color line in
our religlous work if we wigh to reach the present.generation
of Negroes, Perhaps we do not realize that the whole level of
Negro education is being ralsed, and that thoussnds of grad-
uates are going out from their high schools, colleges, and
univergities every year,

. e o & * & ¢ & o &« 4 3 &« o ¢ e oo e o
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It 1s my conviction that the time has come when we will
have td do our religious work among the Megroes of this gen-
eration on terme of Chrigtian equality or not at all, We will
have td remember that the ground around the Cross is levely

Now let me venture s sugeestlon for our Church te think
ebout. We have tried varioua methods in our relilgious work
among tle llegroee and none has gseemed to be very successful,
Tnere is one plan that we hsve not tried., Why not dissolve
Snedecor lMemorlal Synod and its Presbyteries and receive their
miniaters and cnurches Into what we have chogen tao call our
whlte Presbyteries? Let the Negroes retain their local churches
vhere they can best develop their own leadership. But let the
minlsters and elders vho represent their churches become mem-
bers of our Presbyteries, Synods, and General Assembly on
equal terms, A few of our Presbyteries have already tried
that plan and seem to have found 1t mutually helpful.

In that event the lNegro churches would receive aid from the
home mlsslion agencles of the Presbyterles, Synods, and General
Assembly Just as other churches do, By thus comblining the help
and co-operation of all the agencles, our Church might be able
to reach the Negroes in a much larger wey than we hsve ever
done before, I wonder what would Jesus do. We certalnly nged
to seek the mind of Christ more earnestly than ever before,

]

i il '
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Lingle's writing provoked serious thought by concerned and
intereeted people of the Assembly, Manifestations of the conslder-
atlons and delliberations which the matter of Snedecor Memorial Synod
recelved came to the 1950 @eneral Assembly in the form of overtures
from varlously located presbyterles, Their overtures follow:

(33) The Presbytery of Lexington-Ebenezer overtures the
Ninetieth General Assembly that the General Assembly adopt in
some practicable, workable form the ideas on ellmination of the
Synod of Snedecor Memorlal and the several Negro presbyteries
along the lines outlined by Dr, Walter L., Lingle in his article
appearing in the April 10th issue of the Presbyterian Outlook,

(34) Whereae, there 1s a growing feeling that the Negro
¢hurches ought to be a part of the white presbyteries in which
they are located; '

Whereas, this procedure is Christian;

Whereas, thig would eliminate long distances-and extra travel
to Church courts;

Whereas, thlig would matifest a real spirit of Chrigtian unity
and would enable the whole work to make far better progress;
Therefore, the Pregbytery of Brazos respectfully overtures the
General Assembly to take specific action toward the abolition
of the Snedecor Memorial Synod and make possible -the integration
of the Negro presbyteries and the white presbyteries.

(35) The Presbytery of Lexington respectfully overtures the
General Assembly: To study carefully the matter of the dlsgso-
lution of the Snedecor Memorial Synod and 1ts component pres-
byteries and thelr integration into other existing eynods and
presbyteries of our Church,

(72) The Presbytery of Kanawha respectfully overtures the
General Assembly: That it dissolve the Snedecor Memorial Synod,
and recelve our Negro churches and ministers into full fellow-
ship with the white preshyteries, im wvhich they are geographi-
cally located,

(?77) The Presbytery of West Hanover respectfully overtures
the CGeneracl Assembly to ebollsh the Snedecor Memorial Synod and
its presbyteries, and to integrate its churches into the pres-
byteries within whose bounds they are now located,

L
Presbyterian Church, U, S., Minutes of General Assembly,

1950, pp. 31, 32,

ha
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The following recommendation was passed by the 1950 General
Aggembly:

That overtures 33 from the Presbytery of Lexington-Ebenezer,
34 from the Presbytery of Brazos, 35 from the Presbytery of Lex-
ington, 72 from the Presbytery of Kanawha, snd 77 from the Pres-
bytery of West Hanover, all with reference to the dissolutlon of
Snedecor Memorial Synod, be placed in the hands of the Board of
Church Extension with instructions that it study the whole mat-
ter and bring back recommendations to the next meeting of the
General Assembly,> ,

The matter of Snedecor Memoriszl Synod was before the Board
of Church Extension at each of its meetings during the followlng
Year, The matter was presented to the presbyteries involved,
chould the dissolution be effected, and to the Snedecor Memorial
Synod by the Secretary of the Division of Negro Work, Each group
availled themselves of the ooportunity for questioning and discussion}
The recommendations vhich follow came as the result of the
careful and preyerful deliberations of the Board of Church Exten-
sion,

Ac ye have endeavored to discover God's will in this matter,
in the light »* tvhet would be begt for our Vegro churches,
thelr pastors and members, and as we have tried to senge the
dominant desire of our Church, we have been led to the conclu-
sion that we should at this time digsolve Snedecor Memorial
S8ynod, but that we keep our Negro presbyteries., Thlis can be a
forvard step th~at may mean much to our Negro Work,

We therefore recommend:

l, That Snedecor Memorlal Synod be dissolved,

5
Ibid., p. 70.

Presbyterian Church, U, S,, Report of Board of Church Ex-
tenalon, Renorts of Assembly Arencies, 1951, p. 105,

6
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2, That the name of North and South Cerolina Presbytery bLe
ethenged to Georgla-Caroline Precbytery; end thet the Synod of
Georgla be asked to receive it na one of 1ts Presbyteries; and
thet Grant Chapel, Darien, Georglia, and Becond Church, Thomas-
ville, CGeorgla, be transferred from Central Alabama Presbytery
to Georgla-Carolina Presbytery,

3. That the Synod of Alabama be asgked to receive: Central
Alabama &g one of 1ts Presbyteries.,

L, That Central Loulsiana and Ethel Presbyteries be combined
to form Lovislana-Missgissippl Presbytery and that the Synod of
Loulsiana be ssgked to receive it as one of 1ts Presbyteries,

5. That the Negro churches be considered a region for the
promotion of Relipious Education and Women's Wowrk: ~nd +het
representatlves of this region be included in Asgembly planning
groups; and that its name be Snedecor Region,

6. That Stlllman College be asked to establish a lecture
gerles that ghall be a time of fellowshlp and epiritual refresh-
ment for Negro ministers; and until this lecture series be en-
dowed that the three Negro presbyteries, the Board of Church
Extension, the Board of Education and Stillman College be asked
to bear the cost.

7. Thet this plan become effective immediately following
the approval of the Synods involved,

8. That Snedecor Memorial Synod be asked to set up the
Snedeco? Region plan,

9. That the Board of Church Extension be given the responsi-
Pllity for carrying out the »plan,
These recommendationg represent our best thought in this
matter, They are brought to the Assembly for its corsideration,
The Board of Church Extension stends ready ;o follow the Assem-

bly's directive along these or other 1lines, ’

r Prior to the meeting of the General Assembly in 1951, the
Bnedecor Memorlal Synod met in a call meeting at the Westminster

Church, Birminghan, Alabama, on April 12, The Secretary of tﬁé

7
Ibid., pp. 119 - 111,
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Division of Negro Work presented the paper, "Shall We Dissolve
Snedecor Memorial Synod and Its Presbyteries?", After much dis-
cusslon and deliberation the synod voted to be dissolved, sublect
to the approva; of the General Asgembly. The changes in presbyter-
les a8 suggested by the Divislon of Negro Work were approved.8

At tne 1951 meeting of the Ceneral Assembly, the Division of
Negro VWork of the Board of Church Extension presented the recommendas
tions which have been previously listed with this eddition:
That,the General Assembly apvoint a commission'with the

power to dissolve Snedecor Memorial Synod when the synods and

nresbytegiea involved have taken the actlions contemplated and
defined, .

The report of the Board of Church Extenslon, including the
recommendations recarding Snedecor Memorial Synod, was adopted by

10
the General Assembly, After the adjournment of the General Asseme

bly, the Moderator appointed the following Judicial Commission on

bnedecor Memorial Synod:

A

Rev, Harry X, Holland, Chairman; YMinisters: J. L. Plexlco;
A, E, Dallssg, Jas, I, Palsley, Wm, T, Baker, E, B, Wooten, W, H,
McIntosh, W, E, Phifer, C, D, Patterson, Dwight M, Chalmers,
J. By Ledford, B, O, Wood, J, K. Roberts, C., H, Patterson,
Ruling Elders: E, B, Van Keuren, Dr, W, C, Tate, Adrian Willliam-
son, ¥, G, Morris, E. H, Nicklles, E, O, Harder, Jr,, R, B, Win-
chester, Sam Criswell, J, J. Norton, J. J. Love, Earl A, Brown,

8

Presbyterian Church, U. S., Minuteg of Snedecor Memorial
Synod, 1951, p. <.

Presbyterian Church, U, S., Minutes of Genersl Agsembly,
1951, p. &4.

10
Ibid, s Do 74.
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C. Ralne Sydnor, Frank L, Taylor,

The report of this Judiclal Commission of the General Assem~
bly on the matter of Snedecor Memorlal Synod follows:

The Commlsslon appointed by the 1951 General Asgembly to dis-
solve Snedecor lMemorial Synod was offlclally notified by the

Stated Clerk of the General Assembly that all of the conditions
relative to this action have been met, namely - '

This information was submitted to the members of the Commis-

63
11

Snedecor Memorlal Synod took the following actions:

4
A, Changed the name of North and South Carolina Presbytery
to Georgla-Cerolina Presbytery,

B. Transferred Grant Chepel, Darien, Ceorgia, and the
Second Church, Thomasville, Georgla grom Central
Alesbema Presbytery to Georgla-Carollina Presbytery.

C. Combined Central Loulsiana Presbytery and Ethel Pres-
bytery and formed Loulsisne-Mississippi Presbytery.

D, Voted 1ts approvel of the General Asgembly!s plan for
its diseolution,

E., Sent an overture to the Commiselon requesting that the
eabove changes not become effective until April 1, 1952,

Synod of Alebsma woted its approval of the dissolution of
Snedecor llemorial Synod and expressed 1ts readiness to
recelve Central Alebama Presbytery as one of its con-
stituent presbyteries,

Synod of Georgia voted its approval of the dissolution of
Snedecor Memoyial Synod end expressed 1ts readiness to
receive the nevly named Grorgla-Carolina Presbytery as one
of its conatituent presbyteries,

Synod of Loulsiana voted 1ts approval of the dissolution
of Snededor Memorial Synod and expressed 1ts readiness to
recelve the newly formed Louisiana-Migslssippi Presbytery
as one of 1ts constituent presbyteriles,

11

Ibid., pP. 95.
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slon by mall, s2nd they voted to answer Snedecor Memorial
Synod'e overture in the affirmative and to dissolve Snedecor
Memorlal Synod as of April 1, 1952,

Since the Synods and Presbyteries involved heve taken the
actions contemplated and defined in the General Asrembly's
recommendations, the Commission hereby declares Snedecor Memo-
rial Synod dissolved as of April 1, 1952,

As a matter of procedure, the Commission suggests that
Snedecor Memorial Synod hold a meeting as sonn after the clode
of the current Church year as possible to conclude any unfin-
ished businesgs, and to effect the mew Presbytery organlzations,?

The report of thieg Commission has been included in its en-
tirety because of 1ts ohvious importance in the dissolution of
Snedecor Memorial Synod, A letter from the Chalrman of this

17
Commigsion sgtated that the action of the Commission was unanlmous,

Reaetion of the Church at Large

The question of the dlssolutloh of Snedecor Memorial Synod
evoked veried reaetions throughout the General Assembly, There was
a small but persistent group'whlch strongly advocated the establish-
ment of an indevendent Negro Presbyterian Church.lu Another group
vas in favor of maintalring the status quo, walting for time and
Providence to make the ch;anges.1

The men of Snedecor Memorlal Synod wanted it clearly under-

12

Herry XK, Holland, letter to the investigator,
13 .

Ibid.
14

Presbyterian Church, U, S., Report of Board of Church
Extension, Report of Asgembly Agencies, 1951, p. 109.

15
Ibid., p. 110.
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stood that they were not seeking a chenge which would bring person-
al benefits or privilege, but were seeking for the advancement of
Chrigt's kingdom.16

Reactiong of 1ndividuals in the Church were recorded by the
Presbyterian Outlook as these persons responded to the question,
"Do you favor the abolition of Snedecor Memorial Synod and the
transfer of minlsters and churches to those (white) presbyteries
in vhose bounds they sre locsted?" Their statements follow:

J. R. McCaln, Presldent Agnes Scott College - This would be
my personal preference, but I think those vho have the responcisg
bility Tfor Negro Work ought to formulste and present plans for
changes,

Alex, R, Batchelor, Assembly's Director of Negro Work,
Atlanta - There 1s a great need for a more wholesome contact
between Heﬁro and vhite Chrlstian leaders. As I see 1%, this
1s & "must! for the days ehead. If this wlll sccomplish 1it,
I am 811 for 1it,

Leon R, Anderson, Negro minister of Charlotte, North Caro-
lina - Yes, The Nagro minister needs all the experlence and
support of the Church at hls disposal, Inferior training, inad-
equate tools to do e difficult work in am isolated environment
1s asking for the impossilble,

W. Jo Gincon, Neecro minilster of Jeockson, Mlisslsslppl - 1
wvould favor the move if the white presbyteries concerned were
to declere themselves unconditionally ready for thie step.

Harry M, Moffett, Minister, University Church, Austin, Texas -
Yes, The present set-up presents an insvrmountable obstacle to
vork smong the lMegroes from the etandpoint of travel snd finance
in addition to keeping the Church at large ignorant of
the need and possibilities, '

L. W, Bottoms, Regional Director of Rellgious Education for
Snedecor Synod, Atlanta - Yes, The church is a psychologlcal

15
Ibid,
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organism - the Body of Christ « mede by God; not a man-mede
organi~ation, It is not psychologlcally healthy for either
part of the body to be divided on the presbytery or synod level
because of race, A weak synod like our llegro synod cennot
carry the gospel to its race, The Nerro congrecation can be
the fist, but it needs the strerzth from the arm of the gyuod an
presbytery in which the Negro church 1s located,

Albert C, Holt, First Church, Jacksonville, Florlda - No,
not now, Sooner or later this troublesome problem will work out
Too much bltterness to force it now,

C. H, Willlemg, Negro minister of Tuscaloosa, Alabama -
Definitely, I am wholeheartedly 1= favor of the abolition of
Snedecor Memorial Synod and the trangfer of 1ts ministers and
churches as stated above, It will not only stren§then Negro
work, but 1t will mean much to our entire church,l?

Reactliona of other individvals to the matter of the disgo-

lution of Snedecor Memorial Synod were found in the Letters to the

Editors eolumn of the Pregbyterian OQutlook, Wm, H, Williams of

Little Rock, Arkansas, wrote:

Three cheers for Dr, lLingle, It 1s reassuring that a vener-
able and esteemed leader of our denomination takes a poeltive
stand - and at this time « upon abolishing Snedecor Synod,

May this come to pass promntly and in a epirit which will
indicate to our Nepro brethren that our church wants and needs
them and anprecistes t%gir long-guffering patience and almost
inconceivable loyalty.

From Radford, Virginia, csme the following reaction:

I vould 1like to expregs my oplnion that Dr, Batchelor hag
done a very objective piece of research, and it seems from his
report that the fairest estep at present would be to dlssolve

”~

17
"About Snedecor Memoriel Synod", The Presbyterian Outlook,
132:4, lay, 1950.

18

W. H, Williame, "To the Outlook", The Presbyterian
Qutlsok, 132:2, lley 22, 1950,
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Snedecor Synod but leave the presbyterles 1ntact1 looking
toward the dissolving of the presbyteries later,+9

Desplte the scattering of individuale in the Assembly who
opposed the dlssolution of Snedecor Memorial Synod, the action
taken by the 1951 General Assembly to approve this diesolution

1s 1ndicative of the conseBsus of opinion of the meajority.

Final VMeeting

Minidters and elders of the dissolved Snedecor Memorial
Synod met in the Brown's Memorial Church, Tuscaloosa, Alabsma,

Friday, April 25, 1952, The purpose of thls meeting was to con-

-

clude unfinished businees of the synod, Presbyterles were also

instructed to complete unfinighed businesc and to effect the new
20
presbytery organizations, ’ '

In accordance with the plan of actlion dpafted by Alexander
Py .
R, Batchelor, Secretary of the Division of Negro Work, and approved
by E, C. Scott, Stated Clerk of the General Assembly, the presby-
teries followed these procédures:
Central Alabama Presbytery will teke the followlng action:
In accordance with the actlon of the Commission of the General |
Acgembly and the avproval of Snedecor Memorial Synod, Central
Alabama Preghytery hereby dismisses Second Presbyterian Church,

Thomagville, Georcla, and Grant Chapel Pregbyterlan Church,
Derien, Georgla, to the Presbytery of Georgla-Carolina as a

13 » L

19
Jogephine Stewart, "To the Outlook", The Presbyterian Qut-
look, 132:2, December 25, 1950,

20
Interview with W;s J, Gipson,
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part of the procedure in dissolving the S8ynod of Snedecor
Memorial and reorganization of the Presbyteries,

It will be necessary, of course, for Central Alsbema Pres-
bytery to elect a new Clerk, Central Alabama Presbytery 1s to
become a member of the Synod of Alabame,

The following action will be tsken by the.Georgia-Carolina
Presbytery: 1In accordance with the action of the Commission
of the Ceneral Assembly and the approval of Snedecor Memorial
Synod, Georgla-Cerolina Presbytery hereby receives into 1its
membershlp the Second Presbyterien Church, Thomasville, Georgia,
and Grant Chapel Presbyterian Church, Darien, Georgila,

In sccordance with the action of the General Assembly and
arproved by the Synods of Georgla and Snedecor Memorial, the
Preabytery of Georgla-Carolina is to beceme & pert of the
Synod of Georglia,

. i "

The following action will be taken by Ethel Presbytery:

In accordance with the action of the Commlssion of the General
Asgembly and the a proval of Snedecor Memorial Synod, Ethel
Presbytery hereby takes actlon merging our presbytery with
Central Loulslana Presbytery to form Loulsiana-Mississippil
Presbytery and adjourn this meeting to meet as the new Pres-
bytery this afternoon at 3:00 p. m, o'clock, at which time the
new presbytery will be organized,

By common consent of the Moderators and Stated Clerks of
Ethel and Central Loulsiero Presbyteries, L, W, Haydel will
convene the meeting of the new presbytery and preside through
1ts organization, The Presbytery of Loulsiana-Misslssippi is
to become a member of the Synod of Loulslana,

Tae following achion will be taken by the Central Loulslana
Presbytery: In accordance vith the action of the Commission
of the General Assembly and the approval of Snedecor Memorilal
Synod, Central Loulsiana Preshbytery here-by takes actlon merging
our presbytery with Ethel Pregbytery to form Loulslana-
Misslssippl Presbytery and adjourn this meeting to meet as the
new presbytery this afternoon at 3:00 p. m, o'clock, at which
time the new presbytery will be organized,

By common consent of the Moderators and Stated Clerks of
Ethel and Central Loulsisna Presbyteries, L. W, Haydel will
convene the meeting of the new presbytery and preside through
its organization,<

21
Interview with E. C. Scott,
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The climax of thies one Aday's sesslon wvas a banauet where
the members of the newly orgenized presbyterles had fellowship
with representatives of the synods which had received them as
congtituent members, The renresentatives were as folln-rs: Robert
H, Welkup, E, L, Nelson snd Albert B, Link of the Synods of -
Alabama, Georgia and Lovisiana respectively., Other reprecentatives
were: Frank A, Methes, Vice-Moderator of the General Assembly and
Samuel B, Hay,'President of Stlllman College, William Holmes

AT

Borders, *bastor of the Vheet Street Baptist Church, Atlenta,
22
Ceorgle, was the glest spesker for this occesion,

22
Interview vith G, W, Gideon,
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS g

oo Aoy -
Sunmary

The Organization and Early Development. This investigation
bas been concerned with a historir of Snedecor llemorial Sgmnod, the
only Negro syncd in the Presbyt;erian Chujvch, in the United States.
Factors leading to the organization of Snedecor Memorial Synod had
their origin :t.n 1861 when the Prespyterian Church iIn the Confederate
States of America was organized. The evangelization of Negroes was
delegated to the Executive Committee of Domestic Kissions. rAlthough
this committee carried on its work faithfully during the war years
with great hopes for the future, the lack of a definite policy of
procedure greatly hindered its. efforts in meeting the problems re-
sulting from }he emancipation of the slaves.

In 1869 the General Agsembly of the Presbyterian g:hurcIL|

-

’adopted 2 plan for organizing Negro ocngregations with Negro elders
and deacons ursder the supervision of white pastors. This plan was
never effective because it was c}esigne@ to keep the Negro in the
same position h? occ:,upied prior to the war between the Statess Af=-
ter five years, in response to overtures from the Synods of
Amississippi; South Carolina and Memphis, and the Presbytery of East
Hanover, the General Assembly adopted a policy for the establish-
Lnent of a separate and independent Negro Presbyterian Church to be
pastored by Kegro ministers. FPresbyteries were encouraged to seek
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men of guitable pilety for this ministry and to meke financial cone
tributions for the establishment of Negro churches. The ultimate
goal was ths formation of presbyteries, synods and finally a
General Assembly.
In due time churches and presbyteries were organized but the
realization of the goal of independent synods and eventually a'!
General Agsembly was hampered by the lack of interest in Negro
evangelism. Further hindeance was the lack of unity among the
ministers of the Negro presbyteries. .t
In 1891 there were six organized presbyterles, five indepen-
dent -and one a ¢onstituent of the Synod of Mimsissippi. A. L.
Phillips was dppointed by the General Assembly to visit the Negro
ministers and churches insan attempt to bring abdut the necessary
cooperation to make possible thé organization of an independent
churche E. We Williams, in his campaign for the support of a sep-
arate church, met with the General Assembly of the Prestyterian
iChurch in the United States in 1857 and presented a regquest to call
a convention to make plans for the organization of a separate church
The eonvention was-called in 1897 and the Afro-imerican Synod was
organized on May 20, 1898, in the Berecan Presbyterian Church in
New Orleans, Loulsiana. The growth of this.Synod was very slow and
discouraging. ¢ .

™h 1915 the Executive Committee of Home Missions overtured
the General Assembly to condider the status and work of the Negro
presbyteries and churches in order to devise some definite policy
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for future development and a.better plan for coordinating them for
mutual counsel and help.: This step was taken in 1917 when the
Afro=imerican Synod was reorganized into the Snedecor Memorial
Synod as a member of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church in the United States.

The Snedecor Memorial Synod was camposed of four presLyteries,
thirty-seven ministers and fifty churches. This synod was under the
supervision of & General Superintendent of Negro Wark, maintained
by the Eome Missions Committee. Commissioners from Snedecor Me-
morlal Synod attending the General Assembly were theoretically on
equal standing with all other commissioners, but that ideal has
never been actually realized. . s

Five of the ministers from Snedecor lMemorial Synod served
with distinction on foreign fields and many others served falth-
fully off the home fromt. -

Stillman Institute was organized in 1876 for the purpose of
training men for the gospel ministry. Elementary grades were later
added and continued as a part of the curriculm until 1939. The
school became go-educational in 1922, The junior 'and eenior high.
school departments were added in 1926 and in 1927 Stillman became
a junior college. The high school.departument wasidfopped. in 1939 -
and Stillman becamé a four year college in 1950. °'-

The General Agsembly in 1946 adopted a recommendation creatin;
a separate department for Negro Work, known as the Executive Come
nmittee on Negro Work. In 1950 it became the Division of Negro Work
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under.the Board of Church Extension., Alexander R, Batchelor

became its first executive secretary and continues to serve in this

capacity. . 1 S,

Religious Education. The Ministers of Snedecor Memorial .
Synod endeavored to maintain a high standard for their worship

J .w . .

services. Most worship services were begun at epproximately, eleven.
o'clock and lasted apppoximately an hour and g half, Because of the
shortage of ministers some churches had preaching services only

once or twice a month. L N PO ' a

The Sunday schoo} has always been an important factor in the
development of Snedecor Synod, many of the churbhes having been .
begun through mission Senday schools. ~Yhen Sunday schools were .
taken over by Negfo leadership+the problem of training arose. This
problem has been foremost Phroughoup the h;story of the sybod and
has never been adequately solved.

The Young People's Work of Snedecor llemorial Synod was or- .
ganized in 1935 under the sponsorship of Stillman Institute and its
faculty. This’organizition was known as tlhe Young Peop}e:s‘Lgague
of the Synod. Locglchurehes followgd‘in grganizinf’yguth&ggoups.
P;;sbytery and é;néd Councils were later organized « The first
Synod's Youth Conference was held as Stillman Institue in 1246 and
has continu;d until the present. Youth work was reorganized along
the lines approved by the General As;embly and the organization
became known aF the:?reSQyEerian Youth Fellowshipe. sThese conferencep

at Stillman were designed to lead the young people into the right_
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relationship with God theough the program of the Church |

Women's Work in Snedecor Memorial Synod had its beginning

&

in 1916 under the influence of Mrs. W. C. Winshorough, the first .
Executive Secretary of the Committee on Woman's Work of. the Pres-
pyterien Church in the United States. 4 Christian Conference for
egro women was held at Stillman Institute in 1916 and was the fore-
unner of similar conferences sponsored by several synodicals in
ater years, 'These conferences were interdenominational and were
esigned to help the women t6:.lead better Christian lives in their
]communitits. In 1925 the firat presbyterial was organized and the
other three presbyteriald soon followed. The synodical was organ-
ized in 1948, The first Training School for the Women of Snedefor
Memorial Synod was hdld in 1944 and has beed held each year since
¥ith the exception of 1945, Its program is designed to train the
Women in the program of the Church.

There were no organized efforts on the synod level to relate
the men of Snedecor Memorial Synod to the program of the Chureh un-
til 1947 when the men met 2t Stillman Institute in the first Men-
at-Stillman Conference. Since this first conference, local churches
have organized their man-power and men of the Church groups began
functioninge.

Dissolution and Final Meeting. For many years leaders
throughout the Church were concerned with the apparent slow growth
of Snedecor Memorial Syndd. Walter L. Lingle's article in the

Christian Observer, 1950, was a clarion call to the Church to con-
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sider the work of its Negro constituency. Echoes came from many
quarters of the Church. After the Qeneral Asgsembly placed the mate-
ter of the dissolution of Snedecor Memorial Synod in the hénds of
the Board of Church Extensiony the Assembly approved the recom-
mendations of the Board in 1951 that Snedecor Memorial Synod br
dissolved and its presbyteries become members of white synodse.

& small group insisted that a separate Negro church be re-
established while the majority agreed that Negro presbyteries be
intergrated into white synods. A minority in Snedecor Memorial
Synpd opposed its.dissolﬁtion. A commission appointed by the 1951
Assembly voted in November, 1951, that Snedecor Memorial Synod be
dissolved March 31, 1952. Therefore Snedecor Memorial Synod now

occupies its rightful place in the annals of history.
. 1
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]
Conclusions

?he major conciusions growing out of this study are:.
. . ? o
1{ From its organization in 1917, thouzh handicapped by
limnited formal training and financial support, the ministers of
Snedecor Memgrial Synod have labored faithfully and courageously
to maintain the high standards of the Presbyterian Church in the
United States. |

2. The continual shift in population from rural to urban
areas and the fact that two thirds of the churches in Snedecor
Menorial Synod are located in rural areas have been contributing

factors to the slow growth of this synod.

3. The accomplishments of Snedecor Memorial Synod may appear
meager when conpared with stronger gyhods but when all circume
stances are considered, it is amazing thet the Synod managed to

survive as long as it did.

4, Ministers and laymen of white congregations, ,receiving
the call to work in Snedecor kemorial Synod, have labored coura=-
geously for the growth and development of the synod.

5. Stillman College, formerly Stillmon Institute, has played
a major role in the development of leadership in the Snedecor Memo-

rial Synod.

6. One inevitably 1is led to the conclusion that far greater
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and more effective work in the advancement of the Kingdom of God
among Negroes would have been possible had this area of the
Church's program received adequate support, interest and encourage+

ment through the years.
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APPENDIX I

MEETINGS OF SYNOD WITH MODERATORS

A.D, Place Moderator Preghytery
1917 Tuscaloosa, Ala, G, W, Gldeon North and South Carolina

1918 Tuscaloosa, Ala, R,M, Golightly Ethel
1919 Tuscaloosa, Ala, A,D, Wilkinson Central Loulsiana
1920 Tuscaloosa, Ala, Vm, Lee Central Alabama

1921 Tuscaloosa, Ala, A,J. Wilkinson North and South Carolinn

1922 Tuscaloosa, Ala, C,B, Scott Ethel

1923 Tuscaloosa, Ala, J.W. Rice Central Loulsiana

1924 Tuecaloosa, Ala, G,R, Couear Central Alsbamsa

1925 Tuscaloosa, Ala, G.S, Alford North end South Carolina
1926 Tuscaloosa, Ala, A.M.)Plant Central Loulsiana

1927 Tuscaloosa, Ala, J.H,M. Boyce Central Alabama

1928 Tuscaloosa, Ala.‘ H,V, Green Central Alabama

1929 .Tuscaloosa, Ala, J.A, Carr Ethel

1930 Tecalooss, Ala, T, J, James North and South Carolina

‘931 lio meetinrg

1932 Tuscaloosa, Ala. W.J. Bishop Central Alabama

1933 Tuscaloosa, Ala. I.C. Harper Ethel

92 Tyrrcloosa, Ale, A.Jd. McQueen llorth and South Carolina
935 Tuscaloosa, Ala, R.D. Roulhec Central Alabama

936 Tusceloosa, Ala, C.B. Scott Ethel

1927 Tuscaloosa, Ala, G.W. Gldeon North and South Carolina




1938
1939
1940
1941
1942
1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
19k9
1950
1951

1917
1918
1943
1947

1918
1943
1947
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Place Moderator Presﬁxterx

Tuscaloosa, Ala, I.C, Champney Central Alabama
Tuscaloosa, Ala, L.M, Flournoy Ethel
Tuscaloosa, Alse, J.H.,M, Boyce Central Alabama
Tuscaloosa, Ala, R.A, James North and South Carolina
Tuscaloosa, Ala, P.L, Thomas Central Alabema
Tusealnnn~-, Ale, A.L, Edmigton Central Alabama

New Orleans, la, G.W, Ciceon llorth and South Carolina
Selma, Ala, W.J. Glpson Central Loulsiana
Fartsville, £.C. M,E, Jares North and South Carolina
Heldelberg, !Miss, W.L. Dansby Central Alabama

Tuscaloosa, Ala, J.H,M, Boyce Central Loulsiana
Scotlandville, La, E,E, Newberry North and South Carolina
Moblle, Ala, L.R., Anderson Central Alabama
Birmingham, Als, C.H. Williems Central Alabama

Stated Clerks

1918 A, J. McQueen North and South Carolina
1943 I, C, H, Champney Central Alsbama
1947 L, M, Flournoy Ethel
R. D, Roulhac Central Alebama
Perranent Clerks
1943 L, M, Flournoy Ethel
1947 C: E. Tyler Central Alabama
1951 M, E, Jamnes Central Loulgiana




