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PREFACE

HY write upon the old subject of the Freedom of

the Will? The answer to this question will
involve a recital of personal history, which will in
part be justified by, and will derive its chief interest
from, the fact that it implicates an allusion to the
progressive thinking upon this subject of one of the
greatest men of the present century. In the year
1849, while a licensed probationer for the gospel
ministry, I took up a sermon in pamphlet form, by
Dr. James H. Thornwell, on the Necessity of the
Atonement, for the purpose of devoting a day to its
study. Before the reading had proceeded far, this
utterance was encountered: ‘‘The only efficient
cause which exists in the universe is the fiat of the
Deity.” This led to the following reasoning: if this
be true, then the will of God is the sole efficient cause
of moral "things; consequently of sin, for sin is a
moral thing. If so, where is the right of God to
punish sin? How is it conceivable that he would
- punish what he himself produces? Concluding that
the limitation of my own faculties disabled me from
solving the problem, I determined when opportunity

(11)
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































484  The Will in its Theological Relations. [Pr. 11

j;;vslt]l;gg;;gein.&‘tiraham,dIsaac and Jacob, prophets,
: artyrs, an ransomed delegates fr
every kindred, tribe and tongue of e h? a
rolling strains of the hallelujah cl?orrtus’ tzleldevef-
] . - s the
is](:;t:icnznl:l?f ::} h(‘)ly _un'lverse—amidst scen:es and in-
1 andh, ein 1te}se, 1s 1t possible that the will shall
iy ,after 1ellsweep of eternal ages, decide for
Fonl ik Otfih, the elel?ent of immortal safety,
iy eaver, will be union with Jesus
rid b bl g conﬁrn‘nng grace of the ever-blessed
pirit. He that believeth on me,” said Incarnate

T'ruth, ‘“‘he that i
s I:IFE.” 1at believeth on me hath EVERILAST-

GENERAL CONCLUSION.

s'm?lf:- ?llleh;]sll;‘lgtrs Whu?h we have spoken this is the
taneity of w'}]s 6{:6 of lnnocence man had a holy spon-
Sl 1{(,i 1}1t no sinful one. He had, however,
tives of sii :u de] 1]31§rate election between the alterna-
i gieds ﬁxeld 101_111_16:55, jbecause his holy spoutaneity
divine l'llﬂlleuc-e Reigs Wl!l ool not determined by
mutable. In hi 1? the direction of holiness: it was
i s'ino]e.moral 1S allen,.lmregeuemte estate, man has
i thibno-s o .tspontanmty of the will, in the sphere
not Posa;essptll;leliitl; and that a sinful one. He does
il 1 fer'ty of dehb.erate election between
taneity is fixed: (})1 sin and holiness. His sinful spon-
firmed in sin .I eh]?’ without recovering grace, con-
possesses a d.ual i 8 Tegenerate estate ion earth; Hie
spontaneity of t1SP°“tﬂnP-:ty of the will: the sinful
but a holy spont i€ unregenerate: condition remains,
Al feaih pontaneity is created by the Holy Ghost.

generate man has the liberty of deliberate

Cu. I11.] General Conclusion. 485

election between holiness and sin, but not as he is
He possesses that liberty because there
asted spontaneities of the

he cannot choose i, but
with his sinful will he can-
always chooses sin, A cotl-

flict ensues, the result of which will be.that his
renewed will, being rendered immutable in couse”
quence of Christ’s fulfilment of the COVEI}ai.lt as his
Federal Representative, and of the det'ermmmg‘ grace
of the Holy Spirit, will ultimately trlux'nph, his sin-
ful will. be ultimately destroyed, and his whole per-
fected and glorified pcrsonality sh.all, in heaven, bi
indefectibly consecrated to the service and enjoymen

of God.

regenerate.
are within him two contr
will.  With his holy will
always chooses holiness;
not choose holiness, but
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no standards furnished by, 40; appropriative office of, 41;
not directive, 41 ; spontaneous Aabifus of, 42 ; chosen action
the end contemplated by, 42; two kinds of choice of, 42 ;
distinction between elections of, as sinless and as sinful, 43;
elements contained in, 43; definition of, 44; Edwards’s
theory of, fails to ground the sense of guilt, and to remove
from God the charge of being the author of sin, 46; of
Adam in innocence brought by a specific test into immediate
relation to God’s will, 87; the Blind Impulses as moving the,
to the commission of the first sin, 88 ; relation of, to the
Blind Impulses, 8g; Adam sinned by a self-determination of]
90 ; arguments against a self-determining power of, discussed,
92-120, 401 ; generic activity of, as related to specific deter-
minations of, 98, 114 ; not always controlled by the under-
standing, 103 ; distinction between spontaneity of, and de-
liberate election of, 133, 401, 448 ; mutability of, 402 ; what
freedom of, was lost by the Fall, 135, 154158 ; of man in his
unregenerate estate has no self-determining power as to
holiness and sin, of man in innocence was a contingent
cause, 30I ; summation of results as to, in man’s estates of
innocence and unregeneracy, 4ol ; what self-determining
power of, exists now in the merely natural sphere, 4o04;
in man’s Regenerate Estate, 410; effect of Regeneration
upon, 412 ; effect of Justification and Adoption upon, 415 ;
effect of Sanctification upon, 417; effect of the Spiritual
Conflict upon, 418 ; divided against itself, 433 ; in one aspect
immutably holy, in another immutably sinful, 434 ; spon-
taneity of, in the believer both as renewed and unrenewed
is fixed and determined, 444 ; relation of God’s efficiency to,
of the believer, 446; spontaneous freedom of, consistent
with determination, 449; some power of free deliberate
election between opposing alternatives in the, of the be-
liever, 450; some of the same power in, of the believer as to
the use of the Means of Grace, 451 ; this view of, of the be-
liever guarded against misapprehension, 453; relation to,
of Sufficient and Determining grace, 454 ; God sometimes
leaves believers to the undetermined elections of, as re-
newed, 455; proofs of this position asto, 455-465 ; objection
to this view of, of the believer that it favors Merit consid-
ered at length, 465 ; condition of, in man's Glorified Estate,
479 ; sin perfectly removed from, 479 ; complete destruction

e,
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of holy habits of, 480; full
into, 481 ; exclusion of temp-
of the experience of death,
t and eternal realities, 483;

f heavenly things, 483.
i f, as to the

of mutability of, 479; growth
infusion of determining grace
tation from, 482; effect upon,
the resurrectiofl, the - Judgmen

ctual presenc
b o o]f);he]a()HN, striking statement o

identity of Moral and Physical Necessity, 177-
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