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PREFACE.

Ta1s volume contains the substance of a series of discourses
principally addressed to young men, and delivered during the
last winter in the Second Presbyterian Church in this city, of
which the author is pastor. They are printed for the same
reason that they were originally composed and delivered — to
promote the temporal and eternal well being of the multitudes
of young men who gather into these great centers of business.
The desire for their publication has been so general among those
who heard them, and expressed in so substantial a manner, that
the author has not felt at liberty to withhold them. He haslong
been convinced, that these popular vices, perhaps because they
are so mapifestly evil and ruinous, have not received that atten-
tion from the pulpit and the press which their fearful prevalence
in our large cities imperatively demands. By the pulpit, they
bave been regarded as so unmistakably wicked — so broadly
offensive to religion, as to need only an occasional allusion,
an indirect discussion; by the press at large, they have too
generally been regarded either as a necessary evil, or as fine
subjects for editorial witticisms. Meanwhile hundreds and thou-
sands are yearly entering upon this broad pathway to perdition.

There have been of late years a few most admirable volumes
published on these subjects. They do not, however, meet all

the wants of the public in this respect, even if their more gen-
(€]
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eral circulation could be secured. Every person who has, to
some extent, gained the ear of the community in which he
resides, may to that extent, hope to influence the public mind
more directly and fully, than can be done by a writer from a
distance, even though the latter may have given to the same
subjects a more thorough discussion. This home influence is
the result of personal confidence and respect, acquired through
the personal intercourse and public demonstrations of years.
It is this consideration which has led the author to suppose,
that the publication of these discourses might secure for them
a circulation among many young men, who would not so easily
be reached in other ways. At the same time, he cannot but
indulge the hope that, as these temptations to vice are the same
in all our cities, and to some extent in our towns and villages,
there would be found in these discussions such an adaption to
meet these evils and aid in their removal, as will secure for this
volume an extensive circulation in other parts of the country.
In regard to the discourses themselves, it is proper to re-
mark, that, with the exception of the introduction, they were
originally written amidst the hurry of a weekly preparation for
the pulpit. In revising them, the author has felt that, for the
purposes designed to be accomplished by such a publication, it
was better to suffer them to retain the free, bold style of the
pulpit, than to recast and elaborate them into a form that
would please the taste of the critic. The accuracy and the refine-
ment which a more labored preparation might have given to
the style, might also have taken something from the freedom
and the spirit which usually belong to discourses prepared
rapidly under the pressure and the excitement of an immedi-
ate delivery before a large assembly. In acting thus, however,
the author is aware the work may be open to the objections of
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a class of critics, who would demand the softness and finish
of a miniature in the painting of a panorama.

The author feels assured that the sentiments of these dis-
courses are, in the main, such as the great majority of the
thoughtful, and those interested in the promotion of the good
of society, will approve. He may differ from some whom he
respects and loves on a single point on the wine question ; but
in respect to the necessity of the adoption, and the rigorous
fulfillment of the pledge of abstinence from intoxicating drinks,
in order to save multitudes of young men from the drunkard’s
grave, he apprehends that few, who have long witnessed the
results of the opposite course, will materially differ from
him.

As to those pleasure-loving eritics, who, having no sympa-
thy with the movements that contemplate the purification of
society, cannot be expected to regard with favor either a pure
and carnest Christianity, or any work that is not free from the
““cant’” of piety; who receive with rapture a semi-infidel
volume of rhapsodies, and gloat over a lascivious description of
life in the Isles of the Pacific, we have only to ask them before
they turn away in contempt from a new volume on popular
vice, to read attentively the description given in the Castle of
Indolence, of a certain character called *“ Scorn.”

“ The other was a fell despiteful fiend :
Hell holds none worse in baleful bower below;
By pride, and wit, and rage, and rancor keen’d ;
Of man alike, of good or bad, the foe : )
With nose up-turned, he always made a show
As if he smelt some nauseous scent ; his eye
Was cold, and keen. like blast from boreal snow;
And taunts he casten forth most bitterly.”
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Regarding these men as among the most efficient foes of
Christianity ; as those who give currency to corrupting works,
and seek to maintain that great fountain of evil, the play-house,
the author has spoken of them freely in this volume.

To the young men of our country he commends the lessons
here given, in the hope that they may assist in guarding them
against the temptations to vice, and in forming them for a pure,
a noble, and a truly christian manhood.

Cincinnati, August 1, 1852.
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THE SIRENS.

I~ the passage of multitudes of youth from the country
to the city, there is an element of power and of weak-
ness, an aspect of life and of death. It is this youthful
life which supplies the arterial blood of these vast
bodies ; it is the enterprise and the vigor of the sons of
the country that, amid the rapid waste and deterioration
of manhood incident to cities, not only maintain the
average of effective power in all trades and professions,
but, by entering into the labors of the past and using
gkillfully the facilities for progress here so lavishly fur-
nished, form them to a higher standard of excellence.
There are in every city a thousand petty excitements,
which, while they develop the minds of youth into a pre-
mature smartness, tend powerfully, by their number and
variety, to prevent the formation of habits of protracted
and profound reflection. These febrile agitations, suc-
ceeding each other daily, and, while they last, preocca-
pying the mind, to the exclusion of higher objects, retard
the healthful growth of the intellect and unfit it for an
ascent into loftier regions. And there are in the city so
many influences opposed to the finest development of the
bodily frame, that families planted here, unless recruited
from without, after a few generations pass away. How-
ever admirable a field the city may furnish for the dis-

play of powers already in a measure developed, yet there
: ®)
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is certainly about it an atmosphere unpropitious to the
unfolding of native talent, the building up of original
strength and the forming of childhood and youth for the
noblest manhood.

But in the country, life begins under different condi-
tions, and both body and mind unfold in circumstances
far more propitious to a steady and a healthy growth,
There are no perilous excitements to overtask the brain
of childhood, and no contracted limits to prevent the
free action of the physical powers. The native energy of
childhood finds a boundless field of activity amid forests,
singing their unceasing anthems responsive to the breeze
and the tempest, and upon broad lands smiling beneath
the hand of toil. Necessity compels the cultivation of a
manly self-dependence ; and even the recreations of rural
life, while they give more firmness to the body, rouse all
the dormant energy of the mind, and teach it tact and
self-reliance, and so prepare it for future triumphs. The
excess of physical efforts characteristic of the country,
however adverse it may be in after life to the progress of
the mind, in its early stages is of immense advantage.
It is of the last importance to the greatest triumphs of
the intellect that it should have a vigorous form through
which to labor; and while the joints are knit thus
strongly, and the whole physical man is receiving the
~ finest development— the mind is gradually unfolding,
and gaining a power of comprehension and a tact in sub-
jecting the outward world to its control that need only
contact with men to make the man of business, and the
fostering hand of science to enable it to shine in the
highest walks of life. The alternate labor and repose;
the activity and the temporary intercourse with society ;
the very fewness of the topics of interest, and the soli-
tude which leaves the mind free to revolve them in all
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their aspects —the simplicity of their recreations, and
the healthful vigor they call into exercise— all combine
to make the life of childhood, spent among the material
works of God, the finest discipline for a vigorous man-
hood. Account for it as we may, it is the country that
renovates the city, and pours fresh life into its veins, and
rears the most notable of those who urge on its commerce
and advance its arts, and hold the highest positions in
the liberal professions. Daily is there rushing into our
cities a stream of youth, some of whom are soon to bear
up all their most precious interests: educate their youth,
conduct commerce, direct the press, dispense the law,
unfold the Gospel, and administer the vast and compli-
cate concerns of these great centers of activity. They
bring with them an amount of mental and physical
energy, which, when only partially revealed and in part
employed, infuses new life into all the operations of busi-
ness, and puts a fairer aspect upon an advancing popu-
lation. Such is the element of power in this progress of
multitudes from the country to the city.

We would that this were its only element; but it
needs only a brief acquaintance with the city to know
that there is here another element, potent and visible —
an aspect of death as well as of life. It is not all, nor
the larger part of this multitude, that win success. Many,
cast down on the very threshold, lose the vantage ground
of youth, and enterprise, and vigor; and, when it is too
late to retrieve the errors and follies of the past, awake
to a bitter struggle for the mere necessities of life. Others
return, broken and diseased, to the paternal roof, to drag
out a dishonored and useless life, or sink into an early
grave; and many there are who, in the very blush of
manhood, and the opening of hopes and powers brilliant
and wonderful, are suddenly arrested in their career, and
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borne to the tomb, with scarcely a friend to weep over
their blighted prospects and mourn for the dark night
. that so soon has succeeded the resplendent dawn.
Coming hither from the retircment of the country and
the guardianship of the father’s house, they enter a city
where the great adversary hath spread his net at every
corner ; where all that art, and wealth, and wit could
do, to allure the young along the broad pathway to per-
dition, has been done; where pleasure appeals to their
every sense, and fires the imagination with scenes of yet
unenjoyed happiness; where the theater, with dens of
harlotry and bacchanalian assemblies clustering around
it, opens nightly its doors for the simple to- pass in and
commence the downward progress; where vice in its
most attractive forms is ever on the alert for victims, and
concealment, defying the censure of public opinion, pleads
for indulgence. Here the young man finds no patient
mother, nor gentle sister, nor wise father, to sustain the
weak purpose of right, and point onward to a better
world. Released from all the associations of early
friends and the hallowed restraints of the house of God,
he has no kind advisers: while those with whom he
associates too often are accomplished only in the arts of
seduction, and bent chiefly upon carrying him with them
into every scene of folly. Unhappily, in too many cases,
he enters this scene of temptation with no well-settled
religious principles and no firm habits of moral conduct.
Without a chart or a compass, he is out on a voyage for
life: alone he attempts to navigate where the old, and
the wary, and the experienced dare not venture. Alone
in a great city, amidst the shifting tides, and under-cur-
rents, and varying winds, and sunken rocks, he pushes
fearlessly forth. There is, indeed, an aspect of nobility
and the sublimity of the loftiest heroism in the brave
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struggles of him, who, knowing all the dangers, yet con-
fident in the protection of a Divine Arm, and the guid-
.ance of the Omniscient Eye, calmly and warily goes forth
to build up a reputation, and sustain the great interests
of society, and develop his high powers in noble action
for the uplifting of humanity. But there is fear, and
uncertainty, and anticipated evil, that make the heart
sink, when the youth whose only aim is, perchance, to
rear a fortune, engages in the enterprise, with no friend,
divine or human, to guide him, and suffers himself to
be swayed by every impulse in the pursuit of present
pleasure.

The ancients tell us of the three sister sirems, who,
residing on the coast of Sicily, attracted to the shore, by
the enchantment of their singing, any unhappy voyager
who happened to sail within the sound of their voices.
No sooner, however, was he once within their power,
than they cruelly destroyed him. There was heavenly
enchantment in their singing, but certain death in their
embrace ; the power of their melody at a distance was
ravishing, but the end of the delirium was ruin. The
bones of their victims lay heaped and bleaching in the
sun. Yet, although these were visible from afar, no
sooner did the breeze bear the delicious strains of their
music full upon the ear of the forewarned sailor, than,
reckless of consequences, he made for the shore, and
added another to the sad trophies of their power.
Ulysses, with a wariness which well became so princely
a leader, stopped the ears of his companions; and caus-
ing himself to be bound to the mast, commanded them
wholly to disregard his orders while they were passing
the enchanted ground. No sooner, however, did he
hear their voices, than, struggling to release himself,
he ordered the sailors to row for the shore. But they,
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true to his previous command, and insensible to the
witchery that overpowered his judgment, disobeyed,
and passed on safely. When the Argonauts, in their
famous expedition for the golden fleece, traversed the
same waters, Orpheus, whom they carried with them,
by his divine strains, surpassing those of the sirens, pre-
served the sailors from the fatal seduction.

Without a fable, we have in our citics threec monstrous
sirens, whose seductive melody attracts thousands to their
fatal embrace. There are other seductions, it is true, and
other evils ; but amidst them all, the wine-cup, and the
harlot's chamber, and the card-table, are pre-eminent.
These address themselves to our unguarded youth; these
steal away money, mind, conscience, and leave them
breken and blighted forever, Toward these a thousand
fingers point, a thousand avenucs open, and a thousand
voices urge. The minor temptations which first beset
their path often conduct to these perilous enchantments.
Could the bones of their victims be heaped around the
doors within which they ply their fiendish trade; could
the skeletons of the once bright and noble whom they
have ruined in fortune, in body, and in soul, be gathered
there, the frightful pile would o’ertop the very houses,
and stern reality cast into the shade all the grim and
monstrous imaginations of ancient fable. Some there
are, of clear judgment, and stern purpose, and wary
conduct, who, like Ulysses and his companions, in spite
of the rebellious impulses of the inferior nature, resist
the tempters at the outset, and soon pass beyond their
power. Others, like Orpheus and the Argonauts, by
the aid of heavenly powers and the strength of religious
principle, and under the daily guidance of the Divine
Word and Spirit, overpower the seductions of earth, and
conquer the sensual and impure. But many there are —
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a vast army in multitude — who, possessing neither the
cool temperament, and the clear judgment, and the firm
purpose of the one, nor the humble faith and devout
spirit of the other, are always in imminent peril. Plea-
sure, at first their recreation, is ever seeking to become
the chief object of life. She cries to them, as nightly
they pass her thronged threshold :
¢ Here dwell no frowns, nor anger; from these gates

Sorrow flies far; see, here be all the pleasures

That fancy can beget on youthful thoughts,

‘When the fresh blood grows lively, and returns

Brisk as the April buds in primrose season.

And first, behold this cordial julep here,
That flames and dances in his crystal bounds.” — Comus.

Companions already initiated persuade some; desire
already ripened into lust impels others; curiosity to
know the world and understand the mysteries of this
enchanted palace, of which they had heard afar, draws
not a few within the evil precinct. Here and there, a
soul, strong in its integrity, repels the seducer.

““Were it a draught for Juno when she banquets,
I would not taste thy treasonous offer: none
But such as are good men can give good things;
And that which is not good, is not delicious
To a well-governed and wise appetite.”

The number who approach the shore and enter the
palace where these sirens live; who come forth yearly,
diseased and dishonored ; who offer their health, and
fortunes, and prospects, and peace of mind, and ever-
lasting well-being upon these bloody altars, is large
enough to waken the deepest solicitude in every Chris-
tian heart. We would appeal, in these pages, to this
multitude of the young who yearly enter our cities, and
set before them the power and the fearfulness of these
temptations. We would argue the matter with those

-
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whose years and position give to all their doings & com-
manding influence, and we would persuade them to make
war upon those customs of society by which the net is
spread for the innocent, the habits of vice confirmed in
those already corrupted, and the efforts of good men to
rescue the lost wholly counteracted. It is in behalf of
absent fathers, and mothers, and sisters, who have sent
hither the pride of the domestic circle, in the hope that
he would honor those from whom he sprang, and rise to
a position of respectability and usefulness; it is in behalf
of the grandest interest for,this world and that which is
to come — of the youth in our cities, by whom all our
most precious civil and religious institutions must soon
be upheld — that we would here speak. May this voice
not be wholly lost amidst the roar of earthly business,
nor the seductions of pleasure and the demands of a
frivolous literature prevent the young man whose eye
may rest on these pages from giving heed to the lessons
of wisdom, which are able to confer upon him the purest
happiness of time and the salvation of eternity.
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¢ Let us reason together.”

MierTIEST Of the temptations which assail young men
in these our larger towns and cities, and most success-
ful in the debasement of their manhood, is the intoxi-
cating bowl. Poetry has wreathed it with the most
fragrant garlands; Custom has stamped it the most
essential element of a genial hospitality ; Beauty has
pressed it to their lips with all the silent eloquence of
love; Care and Disappointment have fled to it as a
refuge ; while Mirth and Wit have crowned it king of
all good fellowship. Sparkling in wine-cups, creaming
in bowls, foaming in' tankards, in hue various as the
colors of the rainbow, in taste mingled to suit all palates,
this Spirit of Intoxication weaves, in all places of festive
resort, the infernal web of his enchantments. An officer
of state, he palsies the arm of justice; a hero at wed-
dings and feasts, he lends wit to the brainless and folly
to the wise; in all times of political excitement, he is the
chief demagogue; in all seasons of wide-spread pesti-
lence he is the most beloved physician; in war, his
presence inspires courage; in peace, it rouses the slug-
gish currents of the blood ; toil comes to him for help,
and idleness for enjoyment; health for recreation, and
sickness for health ; heat for refrigeration, and cold for
warmth : fashion grows riotous at the sight of his rubi-

an
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cund visage ; and beggary, wallowing in the mire at his
feet, forgets its rags,-and deems itself a sovereign.

This smiling villain, who has made the customs of our
social life and the genial habits of the domestic circle his
ministers, -addresses the young man in ways the most
seductive, at times when he can gather to his side all
the force of wit, and beauty, and age, and learning, and
high position. He argues, too, with all the damned
sophistry of a fallen spirit, making ‘‘the worse appear
the better reason.” His appeals are made broadly to
that love of excitement which a gracious God hath con-
ferred upon the young, in fullest measure, as the treasury
" of strength and stimulus to action in reference to the
great and noble achievements of life, but which this
seducer would prostitute to the base purpose of the most
degrading enslavement. Society, drugged into an ap-
palling torpor, either beholds, with indifference, the
mightiest and the noblest of its sons falling before his
insidious arts, or arouses itself only to an occasional and
spasmodic effort to repel the destroyer.

In addressing you, young men, on a theme so old, on
a temptation so obvious, let the very power and success
of this evil be my apology; let the very fact that it is
old, and has employed the tongues and pens of men
inspired and uninspired to oppose it, assure you that it is
not a temptation to be despised, that it is an evil against
which you may need all the guardianship of the clearest
argument, the firmest principle, and the most decided pur-
pose; let the sad success which among us hath crowned
the arts of this tempter, as year by year he beggars
thousands of fortune and reputation, and sends hundreds
of the flower and strength of your number into a dis-
honored ‘grave, convince you that I seek not to fight a
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conquered or a feeble adversary ; let the despairing grief
of fathers, and the tearful anguish of mothers, the lamen-
tations of sisters, and the dumb, heart-breaking agony of
wives, over those who, through the seductions of the
wine-cup, have lost all that is pure and blessed in life,
and all that crowns the bed of death with the glory of a
better world, be my argument with you to listen calmly,
to weigh impartially, and decide fearlessly and forever
in reference to the use of intoxicating drinks.

There may be those who are beyond the reach of argu-
ment, with whom nothing less than the most impressive
and stirring eloquence, that heaven has ever conferred
upon man, will avail to secure a patient hearing; to
whom the moral aspect of this great question has no
attraction; whose foregone conclusion against the fanati-
cism of its agitation is not to be affected by the grandeur
and benevolence of a cause that seeks to dry up a full
fountain of human debasement, and give back to life and
hope and society those who might be its noblest orna-
ments, and recall from the darkness of fast-approaching
woe to the abode of bright and holy spirits those, whose
souls are most precious and whose redemption will soon
cease forever. Many of you listened, recently, to appeals
on this great theme as elevated and eloquent as mortal
man ever uttered ; appeals enforced and energized by a fear-
ful experimental acquaintance with all the dangers and
the woes of the intoxicating cup. In tones thrilling, and
language apt, and description often affecting and sublime,
you have heard this cause presented ; while congregated
thousands, breathless with interest and bathed in tears,
gave back the response of their deepest sympathy to the
wonderful pleader* —a man in whom most strikingly

* John B. Gough.
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God vindicates his right and ability to bring good out
of evil, and from the blight and woe of a terrific expe-
rience, from even the death of infamy to which the
minions of this arch-seducer, and the opposers of all that
is most holy and beautiful in renovated manhood, would

Not poisoned quite by this same villain’s bowl.”

In this, your early manhood, it is of the last importance
you should have thoroughly established the great prin-
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ciples by which your life is to be governed, and accord-
ing to which it is to be unfolded. These practical prin-
ciples especially, which concern your intercourse with
society and arm you to meet the temptations to evil
which on every side address you, should be fully investi-
gated and settled with all the authority of reason and
conscience, beyond the reach of a peradventure. You
should be anchored to some fixed positions in respect/to
those drinking customs which prevail to some extent in
reputable society, and through which the strong have
become weak ; the learned, idiotic; the afluent, destitute;
and the honorable degraded. I wish to appeal to no
temporary motives, but to frame an argument that shall
commend itself, at every step, to your own good sense
and ¢ god-like reasen,” and establish in your mind con-
victions that will mould all your futare practice and save
you from the possibility of either being yourself betrayed
into habits of intemperance, or becoming undesignedly
accessory to the ruin of others. In this discussion, permit
me to follow out a threefold line of argument. I wish to
demonstrate to you that the ordinary and habitual use
of any intoxicating beverage is alike an immorality
toward man and a predicament of danger, into which it
is wrong for you to suffer yourselves to be placed — that
a true regard both for yourselves and for society, and a
sincere desire to please the Infinite Author of our high
powers, will compel you to abstain, however luscious
and smiling the tempter may appear, and by whatever
human authority his plea may be confirmed. It is my
purpose to set before you the testimony of One infinitely
wise as to the sin and the penalty attached to indulgence
in the vice of intoxication —to show you this testimony
as it stands recorded in the investigations of science—the
records of history and experience, and the clear annun-
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ciations of the written revelation ; for there is between
these three great testimonies a complete harmony, and,
combined, they give forth a voice to which all men
should reverently listen and implicitly bow. It is from
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bands and fathers inebriate have brought upon them—
that in spite of all the light which has been shed on this
subject, there is a large class of men, reputable in the
world’s eye, among whom this drinking custom still pre-
vails, binding them in chains from which they scarcely
make an effort to escape; while from them the fatal influ-
ence descends, enlarging as it goes, affecting the social
habits.of multitudes, palsying the arm of law and flood-
ing society with the means and the opportunity of gene-
ral indulgence. With such facts as these before us, let
us gather up the principles which the progress of this
canse has thoroughly established and reason out those
conclusions which will remain unchanged for all of life.
1. Science has done much to aid us in bringing our
principles to the test of a cool reason. Its deductions
are not made to favor party. The analyses of the chemist
and the examinations of the surgeon furnish plain facts,
a8 incontestable as the known facts opened by science
upon the world, in any other department of human
knowledge. In the same way and on the same ground
that we receive our knowledge of nitric acid and opium
do we arrive at the great chemical facts in reference to
alcohol. These examinations and analyses, made by
hundreds of the most distinguished names in medical
science, some of them living centuries ago, demonstrate
the following facts: 1. Alcohol is a poison. You need
but to open any medical work that treats of poisons and
you will find this liquid classified with strychnia, bella-
donna, hemlock, monkshood, fungi, and treated uni-
formly as a virnlent poison, its operation upon the
human system traced out, and its fatal tendencies estab-
lished by the most conclusive facts. Taken in a concen-
trated form and in large quantities it often destroys life
almost instantaneously. Received into the system in
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smaller quantities and in a more diluted state, it acts
directly upon the stomach as an irritant, precisely as
arsenic and cantharides. It affects the heart, urging on
its action like the pressure of steam upon the piston;
it mounts to the brain and converts that sublime
dome of thought into a whispering-gallery for shouting
maniacs ; it enters the lungs, inflaming and gradually
destroying their delicate texture; it vitally impairs the
healthy action of the liver; it careers along the arteries,
deranges that fine lymphatic system which circulates
the blood through the flesh, extracting its vital power
and then sending it back effete and useless into the
veins. It predisposes to, and itself produces, a hundred
forms of disease; so that when the raven wing of pesti-
lence is spread abroad, the bibbers of intoxicating drinks
are always among the first and most numerous victims.
Derangement waits upon it ; consumption drags its pant-
ing form by its side; dropsy swells and puffs, and a
train of haggard, awful specters hobble on behind this
monster poisoner of men.

In this connection one or two remarks are in place.
Poisons are not all equally fatal. There are only two,
which, taken in the minutest quantities, are uniformly de-
structive of life. These are hydrophobia and the plague.
The other poisons, whether mineral or vegetable, may
be taken in minute quantities without any sensible
effects. Some of them are among our most powerful and
valued medicines. The fact, however, that a very small
quantity of arsenic may be taken daily, for years, with-
out producing any sensible effect, does not prove that it
i8 not of the nature of arsenic to poison. It simply proves
either that its power to injure has been counteracted
by other agencies, or, what is the same thing, that the
vital energy of the human system is sufficient to nullify

.
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its action for the time being. So a man might burn a
part of his body slightly every day and the recuperative
energy of his system might heal it, and under such a
process he might continue to live a hundred years, yet
this would not prove that fire, when applied to the
human frame, was not a powerful agent to destroy its
organization, and ultimately produce death. Now this
is precisely the case with alcohol when taken in minute
doses ; it may exert no perceptible influence as a poison
its action may be effectually resisted by the strong ener-
gies of the body ; yet still its nature is unchanged ; it is,
after all, nothing more nor less than a poison, which,
whenever it acts at all, affects injuriounsly a healthy system.

Another fact to be noticed in this connection, is, that
in- alcohol there is not a particle of that which nour-
ishes and sustains life. It is as barren of nutriment as
the electric flash. When a man is a glutton in eating,
he uses to excess that which has the power of life; but
when he uses intoxicating drinks, however moderately,
if he uses them as drinks, he takes into his system a
poisoneus irritant. The excess in eating healthful food
consists in overburdening the digestive organs with that
which in itself is life-giving: the excess in the use of in-
toxicating drinks consists in taking at all, as a beverage,
that which in its nature is poison. Itis well tohave gar-
ments to keep out the cold, and a person may so burden
himself with them as to enfeeble his constitution and un-
dermine his health. This would be an excessive use of
them. Butany man, though he had the strength of Her-
cules, that should put on the tunic of Nessus, might find,
to his cost, that there was something in the nature of a
garment which would make it wise for him to let it alone.
This, then, is the great distinction that science has de-
monstrated between alcohol as a beverage and healthful

8
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drinks. It is & poison in its nature, utterly without
nutrition, an irritant, not a minister of life, but of
death.

Another fact which science has unfolded is, that alco-
hol is created by fermentation, not by distillation. It
was once supposed that alcohol in the form of fermented
drinks, and alcohol in the form of ardemt spirits or dis-
tilled liquors, were different products. But science has
demonstrated that this distinction is purely imaginary.
Alcohol must exist before you can distill it: it must first
be created by the process of fermentation or putrefaction.
Then the fires beneath the still-worm lift it in vapor, and
separate it from most of the other materials held in solu-
tion with it. Distillation is to alcohol what smelting is
to iron. The iron exists in the ore, and smelting only
separates the pure material from the earthy particles
in connection with it; end distillation simply performs
the mechanical process of removing the spirit from the
various materials formed in the process of fermentation.
Alcohol is the same in the one case as in the other.
Thus science trinmphantly vindicates the position taken
by the advocates of temperance when they include all
intoxicating drinks, whether fermented or distilled, in
their pledge of abstinence. It has shown, that that
which intoxicates is, in both cases, the same narcotic
poison ; that, whether you take it in the form of brandy
or madeira, it is the same thing in its nature and in its
final effects. There cannot be & more unfounded dis-
tinction than that whieh is made when the gin, and the
rum, and the whisky, and the brandy are denounced as
only fit for those already inebriates— as poisons of a
marked character, to drink which is to degradé yourself
to a level with bar-room tipplers — while madeira, sherry,
and champagne, especially such as you obtain in this
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country, enforced with spirit and drugged for the market,
are wholesome beverages. Both, and all are intoxicating,
as we have them. In them all lies concealed the same
deadly poison which has desolated so many households,
and deranged so many intellects, and set on fire the
courses of nature, in cases innumerable. The element
of evil may be associated with different ingredients in
each of the varieties of spiritous liquors, yet the toast-
drinking, wine-loving gentleman will just as surely feel
the thrill and the excitement of its irritating action upon
the nerves and brain, as his servant who quaffs the
poison in a more concentrated form, but the same essen-
tially, in quantity, in his tumbler of gin.

On all these points the testimony of science is clear
and unequivocal. It pronounces the element, which,
when separated from its original combinations either
by fermentation or more perfectly by distillation, has
the power of intoxication, a poison. It declares to you
that the very thrill of excitement, to produce which men
resort to the use of intoxicating drinks, is the work of
poison upon fhe coats of the stomach and the nerves
which convey the impression directly to the brain.
There are many who are ever ready to appeal to na-
tural science, when it ecan be made to throw a shade of
doubt over the inspiration of Seripture, or when it may
conduct them to such ‘improvements in the arts of life as
will bring wealth into their coffers. I press home upon
you now this appeal to the teachings ef science, in re-
spect to the customs of society, and declare to you, with
all the authority which the most thorough analysis and
the amplest experiments can impart to what I say, that
the use of intoxicating drinks, on the part of the healthy
and the vigorous, is a process of poisoning, the more fearful
in its character from the insidious mode of its operation,
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and the terrible necessity it generates for the continuance
and increase of this element of evil. It is as if you should
tear asunder the gases which, in combination, form the
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But leaving this position, permit me to conduct you to
another, from which, with equal distinctness, you may
discern the true nature of the evil before us and the legi-
timate results of the use of the intoxicating cup. If
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unutterable loathing and horror. That which is written
forms the saddest and darkest chapter in the records of
a fallen humanity. Yet that which is unwritten, which
the memory of God and the unhappy victims aloné re-
tain, will, erelong, startle assembled millions and darken
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then again, as a miserable, dropsical, trembling old man ;
as if to represent how quickly the intoxicating cup could
transform beautiful and vigorous youth into the decrepi-
tude, and helplessness, and hopelessness of a forlorn old
age. Associated with him and his image were other
things most infamous and abominable. ‘What shall
we say,” says the younger Pliny, ‘““to the infamous
representations upon the drinking-cups and vessels for
wine, which would seem as though drunkenness alone
were insufficient to excite men to lewdness.” TFit god,
this, for the mad and suicidal worshipers, whose highest
joy is in the intoxicating cup and whose noblest service
is the prostitution of their immortal nature to the most
debasing sensuality! fit deity for the tavern and the
grogshop! fit president for the midnight revel and stale
debauch! fit usher to the haunts of infamy and the gates
of her whose guests are in hell! But God forbid, that
he, who has thus befooled the race; he, who gave to
Circe her wand of power to change the proud followers of
Ulysses into swine; he, whose footsteps have beggared
millions, and whose presence has turned the Eden of our
households into scenes of horror not unlike that which
the pen of Dante has so vividly described in the final
dwelling-place of the inebriate; that he should preside at
our festive boards; that our sons and daughters should
weave garlands for his idiot brow, or that his image
should be installed in our city-hall or state capitol. And
80 whenever along the past you trace the history of this
deceiver, you behold the wrecks of humanity, society
debased and corrapted, while vice in every form, grown
rank and tall, attends his progress.

‘Now it is a matter of vast importance that, in taking
this review and deepening in your souls a just impression
of the evils which follow the use of the intoxieating cup,
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you should understand precisely the source of all this
misery, and the cause which has led on to such fearful
results. There must be something clear, marked, and
decisive in any habit or custom, which shall issue in
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that a seeming necessity for their use, in increased quan-
tities, is thereby generated. This is not an occasional
cause ; it is not the result of peculiar circumstances or of
peculiarities in individuals; it lies in the very constitu
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lants to his guests, pours out to them unwittingly a slow
but real poison—a poison which, when once it has cre-
ated a place for itself, where the benevolent Jehovah
never designed it should be, in the vigorous bodies of



THE WINE-CUP. 35

self-regard, a real patriotism, and a genuine manliness,
as well as respect for the higher interests of men for
the future, will not oblige you to oppose practically
. and renounce heartily all such customs by whomsoever
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1 have shown you thus how experience has demon-
strated that the social drinking of intoxicating liquors
is the source of the greatest amount of intemperance, and

uttered in a state of inebriety ; so that it has passed into a proverb, that
¢ wine brings truth to light” Such men, at best, see not the rising sun,
and thus abridge their lives. Hence proceed their pendulous cheeks,
their ulcerated eyes, their trembling hands, incapable of holding the full
glass without spilling a portion of its contents. Hence those furious
transports which disturb their slumbers, and that inquietude, just pun-
ishment of their intemperance, in which their nights are passed. The
highest reward of their drunkenness is the creation of a monstrous pas
sion, and a pleasure which nature and decency forbid. They experience
a dearth of memory, and almost total oblivion of the past. T hose who
live after this sort, call their conduct the art of making time and enjoying
life ; though the day of their debauch and the subsequent day are equally
lost.”—ENQUIRER.
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natore ; and no sooner does he yield a particle to their
cries, than the force of the strongest resolution is at once
swept away, and the miserable man bows himself again
and again to the same brutal indulgence. There is a
mighty and an irresistible fascination which the intoxi-
cating cup wields over such a soul, and there is the most
amazing impotence of will, and the most entire and in-
fantine helplessness before the destroyer, when the foot
is placed at all within the magic circle of his presence,
and the eye is permitted to gaze upon the mantling ruin,
and the tongue is suffered but to taste a single drop of
the ruby wine-cup. Then, as the ¢‘ melancholy blood ”
gathers about the heart, and abstinence seems to be the
author of feelings horrible and visions dire, this cup,
dancing and sparkling before the eye, inspires visions
most rapturous, and the unquenched thirst of the broken
and diseased form cries out:
““One sip of this
‘Will bathe the drooping spirits in delight,
Beyond the bliss of dreams. Be wise, and taste.”

Oh, never will it be that this long fascinated soul can
save itself from the dreadful tyranny of this magician,
till he has wholly reversed his wand, and forever cast
behind him all the means of the enchanting power.
And this is the reason why those wretched customs of .
society are so utterly hostile to all reformation, when
once the young man who has begun to enter the rapids
of intemperance would turn and strike out manfully for
the shore. It is not enough, that within him are a thou-
sand demons struggling for his ruin, and secking to
palsy his arm, and oblige him to float passively down
to destruction ; bat society, with its all-embracing power;
wealth, and station, and learning, with all their authority ;
and beauty, with its magic smile, must combine to assault
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the feeble swimmer, and push him back into the fiercest
current of a raging appetite. The sight of such a soul,
endowed with the richest gifts of intellect and all the

return.

And now, were it necessary to strengthen this argu-
ment from experience, against thé use of all intoxicating
drinks, it were easy to demonstrate, from existing docu-
ments, that three-fourths of all the crime, and all the
pauperism, and the licentiousness, and the accidents on
water and land, are due to indulgence in these poisonous
stimulants. We are not mistaken here. These absurd
customs of society entail apon our country and the world,
evils, social, moral, and political, most enormous in the
aggregate, as they are in themselves most ruinous to
national advancement and happiness. Let the young
man who early seeks to participate in all the excitement
of partisan warfare, and at the polls labors vigorously
for his candidate, remember that a true patriotism ex-
horts him, first of all, to purify himself and society from



THE WINE-CUP. 39

the evils of a custom which, as it prevails, will leave him
no liberty to guard, no country to save.

Thus speak experience and history, clearly and strongly,
on this important subject. If science declares the intoxi-
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but it is recognized to be rebuked. ‘¢ Woe to the crown
of pride, to the drunkards of Ephraim, whose glorious
beauty is a fading flower, which are on the head of the
fat valleys of them that are overcome with wine.” In
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subject, just as no small amount of research into the
original text of Scripture has opened it to my mind.
No true Protestant fears discussion ; nor does he appre-
hend that God’s word will not come out brighter than
ever from the keenest conflict of a well-regulated discus-
sion, In an age and among a people where the grape
grew spontaneously, yielding a large harvest yearly, and
where wines of every variety and character were pro-
duced, it was the fact that liquors existed of various
ages and degrees of fermentation. There were wines
slightly fermented, and wines that had passed through
all the degrees of fermeptation. There were those, there-
fore, which drank, especially as it was their custom to
drink them mingled with water, did not, and could not,
intoxicate ; and there were, also, those of such an alco-
holic character, that, when drank as a beverage, pos-
sessed the power to produce incipient intoxication, to
generate a violent appetite for the same stimulus, which,
as it was gratified, completed the intoxication. The very
same wine which for a time was innoxious, might de-
velop this poison, or irritant, in quantities sufficient to
denominate it an intoxicating beverage. Now, what
should prophets and apostles do in reference to such
a state of things as this? They were neither chemists
nor physiologists : they did not write works on chemical
analysis. Neither Solomon, with all his wisdom, nor
Isaiah, with all his lofty eloquence, had a laboratory, or
understood fully the pathology of ‘the human system ;
and if God did not condescend to commission Moses to
write a treatise on astronomy, neither did he deign to
impart to them a knowledge of the science of chemistry.
There was but one rule to follow — the same rule which
the inspired prophet followed when he described the sun as
rising and revolving around the earth — the rule of visible
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effects and causes. It was not the business of prophets to
strike at Homceopathic doses of alcohol contained in some
mild, and, in other respects, nutritious wines. Where no
bad effects followed, there no denunciation was needed.

-~ |
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strong, alcoholic, intoxicating wine. It has the fiery
hue, and the elasticity and life of a powerful inebriating
liquid. Its effects correspond with its character. It has
the deceptiveness and poison of a serpent—its sting is
deadly as the adder’s. There is deception and death in
it. This cup, men are not told, they must drink mode-’
rately—but they must not drink @z @ll. They are not
gravely informed that all the excess here consists in using
a few glasses too much—the excess is in ueing it as a
beverage in any quantity; nay, men are not to look at
it; it has such a smiling visage over its villain heart; it
has such a luscious appearance, so clear, so beautiful and
sparkling, like the first arch deceiver, that if men ¢tole-
rate it in sight, they are unsafe. If this is not an intoxi-
cating wine, denounced @s such, then human language
cannot express the fact. I want no better guide to
reform an inebriate; no other direction more plain, to

comprehends vinous beverage of every sort, however produced, and
whether the fruit of the vine or not. It is, however, as we have seen,
often restricted to the fruit of the vine in its natural and unintoxicating
state, as existing in the vat, the press, and the cluster. But it is worthy
of remark that, when so restricted, we have in no instance found it used
in a bad sense or with disapprobation ; whereas we have very often found
it used in a bad sense and with disapprobation, when used to denote the
fruit of the vine in its artificial and intoxicating state.

“In this latter state it is forbidden to kings, forbidden to be looked
on, said to cause woe and sorrow, to bite like a serpent, to sting like
an adder; and it is finally denounced as a mocker, and employed as a
symbol of wrath both temporal and eternal.

““ Whereas ‘ the pure blood of the grape,’ the promised beverage to the
people of God, is not only coupled with other and precious blessings,
but the cluster, which contains it, is expressly declared to contain a
blessing in it.

» » * » [

“This distinction between the fruit of the vine in its natural and
unintoxicating and its artificial and intoxicating state, is also made by
inspired writers. Even Horace was evidently aware of the distinction
between intoxicating gnd unintoxicating wine :
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sweep these fiery wines from every fashionable board
and every tavern in the land, and rescue our youth from
the drunkard’s grave. It is more than touch not, taste
not, handle not—it is look not. I cannot see how, as a

Preelia.’

* He tells his friend, Msecenas, that he might drink ‘a hundred glasses
of this innocent Lesbian,” without any danger to his head or senses. In
the Delphian edition of Horace we are told that ‘Lesbian wine could
injure no one; that as it would neither affect the head nor inflame the
passions, there was no fear that those, who drank it, would become quar-
relsome.” It is added, that ‘ there is no wine sweeter to drink than Les-
bian ; that it was like water, and more resembled ambrosia than wine;
that it was perfectly harmless, and would not produce intoxication.” ”
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utterly shunned. Univocal, with this passage, are
many others. The wine-cup of the fierceness of the
wrath of God is not the mild and healthful liquid which
is associated continually with corn as a blessing. There
is running through the notices of the drinking customs
of the Jews enough to indicate that the sacred writers
discriminated, as much as was necessary at that time,
between the intoxicating draught and that which gave
health and peace ; and With this distinction admitted, the
major difficulties vanish and the word of God responds
to the voice of science, of experience and history in jus-
t1fy1ng the position of total abstmence from all intoxicat-
ing drinks.

4. The Bible denounces a fea.rful woe against those
who furnish the intoxicating beverage and encourage
“men to drink it: ¢ Woe unto him that glveth his neigh-
bor drink; that putteth the bottle to him and maketh
* him drunken also.” This drink is the drunkards’ for it
intoxicates ; this bottle is of a nature and tendency to
make the drinker drunk. And methinks, were this pro-
phet Habakkuk here to-night, in our circumstances, with
his flashing eye upon this assembly, his bold, inspired
voice ringing in our ears, his finger would point this
woe, not'merely at the low retailer of the poison for gain,
not solely at those who, in more ostentatious style, set it
forth upon the public table, but against the father who
gives to his darling boy that which may prove an excite-
ment too mighty for his warm blood to resist; against
the wife who, for fashion sake, must minister it to the
husband ; against the young maiden who, thoughtlessly,
dare pledge a brother or a friend in that polluted cup—
who, without designing injury, yet deaf to the warnings
of science, and history, and God’s word, press the poi-
soned chalice upon those they love. By a father’s pride;
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by the love you bear your husband ; by a sister’s affec-
tion and a maiden’s hopes, I beseech you beware lest this
invisible prophet should hereafter utter this voice of God
in your ears, when it is too late to restore the fallen, and
in the anguish of a soul racked with sad memories, you
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let the vision of this woe flame out before your eyes, and
the thunder of this tremendous curse ring in your ears,
and the awful judgment-hour awaken such a horror of the
deed, that you will resist the teraptation and keep your
skirts free from the blood of souls.

Such, in general, is the clear and decisive voice of
God, uttered in his word, against the use of the intoxicat-
ing cup. With such denunciations ringing in his ears;
with such stern anathemas hanging over his head ; with
such authoritative commands not even to look at the
tempter blazoned out in burning characters; with such a
terrible woe darkening before him in the fast approach-
ing eternity ; who dare commit himself to this unhallowed
indulgence or take upon himself the responsibility of
ministering it to his guests? Such, however, is the un-
speakable importance of this subject, 8o plausible and
numerous the reasons urged in favor of some forms of
the intoxicating beverage, that I feel it to be due to you,
as young men, and to this great cause, to reason the
matter still more particularly with you.

You ask me then, as a careful reader of Scripture,
why all this fearful denunciation of the use of intoxicat-
ing drinks? why this woe pronounced upon him who
supplies them for this purpose ? why, at length, this ter-
rible exclusion from all that is holy and blessed in the
future; this summary shutting up of the inebriate in the
prison of despair and in association with all the elements
of evil in the universe of God? I answer: It is not
chiefly because they so often carry beggary and want in
their train; not because they palsy the arm of the father,
and dim the eye of the mother, and blast the bright hopes
of the son ; not becaunse they degrade their victim in the
eye of his fellow-men and cast him down from the height
of earthly station, or cripple his power of ascent into the
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region of wide and mighty influence; for all these
earthly ills may fall upon a soul while still it is erect in
the consciousness of innocence and the peace of God
dwells in it as in the hearts of angels. But it is because
intoxication is a direct assault upon the very image of
God ; it is because it enters the mind and destroys its
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tions of eternity—as the misery of a day in comparison with
that which knows no end. Intoxication is the dethrone-
ment of reason, the stupefaction of conscience, the quick-
ening of all evil passions, the subjection of the will to
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and promises of all that is fair and excellent to carry
captive the soul of its victim, that the inspired penman
would warn us against parleying with it at all, against
making it our companion at all. Who dare ask God not
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Why is it that the wise man, instead of denouncing the
fruit of the vine, must needs bring before us only that
which bore on its front and in its very sparkle, the pre-
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grave. Your first step in that direction, is & wrong done
your immortal nature, and in the face of the solemn
injunction of God’s word. Listen to the voice of one
who, in his person, illustrates the sin and the shame of
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good, of any good whatever, but that physical excitement
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dies and pure spirits. Hence, their intemperance began
and ended on the same liquor. Their habits of drinking
received no acceleration, and their thirst no new stimulus

o
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that is not the sole product of the vine, that is specially
charged with a venom not its own, and borrowed from
the still. He creates the appetite, and forms the habit of
indulgence on this factitious drink.
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stages of a fearful and rapid descent to the grave of the
inebriate. He who begins to love the wine-cap described
in our text, is not compelled to stop there. Around him
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him most dearly, the heavens gather blackness and the
thunderbolt bursts upon the doomed victim’s head. Oh!
ye Christian men who argue on this subject as if ye lived
a thousand years ago in the land of Israel; who rather
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blessings of the Gospel of peace.* «[p meat mak, ny
brother to offend, I will eqt DO meat whila ¢h. . 2
St&ndeth.” Thowra Awia.. 1

«
C - -—uuslvefy a mere
] e

beverage, that mapy have wondered how the Bible speaks of wing. 1=
conjunction with corn and other such staple support of anigy) T

ment of vice? The answer jg : that Providence had no such design,
Look at the peasant and his meals, in vine-bearing districts, Instead of
milk, he has a basin of pure unadulterateq blood of the 8rape.’ I, thig
native, original state, it is a Pplain, simple, ang wholesome liquiq; which
at every repast, becomes to the husbandman what milx i8 to the shep-
herd—not a luxury, but a necessary—not gp mtoxicating, but g dutritive
beverage. Hence to the vine-dressing Peasant of Auvergne, fo, example,
an abundant vintage, as connected with his owp immediate Sustenance,
is as important as an overflowing dairy to the Pastoral peagan, of Ayr.
shire. And hence, by such a view of the subject, gre the Ianguage and

stantly magnifies a well-replenished Wine-press, in g rocky, moupy ainous
country, like that of Palestine, ag one of the rickest bountieg of 3 gene.
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insidious influence with which this arch deceiver
begins the seduction of the young. TFor it is, after
all, the vicious habits of society —that society to
which vou assist in giving tone and character— that
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an individual, while the customs that have ruined them
remain unchanged. You may crop a few branches from
a tree, while the root and trunk remain vigorous and
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achieve something for yourselves —something that will
make your friends proud to name you as their friend —
something that will gladden the heart of the fond mother
who bore, and the father who reared you as his pride
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sands and millions that have gone round and round, till
at length, despite their tears, and prayers, and cries, they
have gone down forever |

¢] write unto you, young men,” saith the aged apostle,
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open your doors to an enemy, who hereafter, should you
have a wife and children, will drain their life-blood, and
send the one broken-hearted to the tomb and leave the
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your fellow-citizens shall delight to honor; if you wounld
enjoy the serene pleasures of domestic life, and plant no
sting in the bosoms of those who love you most dearly,
then dare to resist this tempter whatever form he may
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gone there, and.the Savior who sits there, and prepare
to bid them an eternal-farewell! Look down to that
horrible abode where the drunkards dwell—where ine-
briates expiate the crime of debasing the image of God
and all the high powers of an immortal, and prepare to
enter it! You look incredulous! you laugh in confident
security ! alas! it is this very assurance of safety, which
the dying sometimes feel when sensibility is departing,
and their hour is near at hand, that shows the power
this dread monster has gained over your soul.

There is but one hope for you, young menj one ground
of confidence on which you can build securely; one posi-
tion in which you can be fully prepared to resist the
temptations of time, and the terrors of the grave. Itis
not the confidence of pride, nor the hope of a stoical
philosophy, nor the power of your own resolution. It is
the hope of religion, the cross of Jesus, the strength of
God vouchsafed to our weakness, and the truth of God
revealed to guide us. Look up to Him who hath resisted
all the power of temptation, who hath borne the brunt
of the fiercest assaults of the great adversary ; who hath
withstood the flattering enticement of the world when it
caresged Him, and braved its wrath when its ‘ hosan-
nas” were changed imrto ‘‘crucify him, crucify him.”
Escape to this refuge, and sure as the throne of God is
firm, you will find Him a power stronger than the
strong man armed to deliver thee, and a heart of infinite
love to pity and bless thee. What but Christianity—a
humble faith in Jesus, will keep a young man pure in
such a city, amidst foes so watchful, amidst friends so
treacherous, amidst the powers of evil, which in all
forms of light and joy address the unsuspecting and the
ardent? Come then, in penitence and faith, to Jesus,

6
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renouncing not only this use of the intoxicating cup, but
the sins of thy heart, and you shall not only safely pass
this troubled sea of time, not only amidst the night of
affliction will you hear the songs of angels, but in the
hour of death you will win the victory, and at the bar of
God find a joyful acceptance. :
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Eernee iii, 7. Ino the first month —that is, the month Nisan—in the
twelfth year of King Ahasuerus, they cast Pur —that is, the lot—
before Haman, from day to day, and from month to month, to the
twelfth month —that is, the month Adar.

Haumax, the proud and ambitious prime minister of
Ahasuerus, could not endure the cold and silent econ-
tempt of Mordecai, the Jew. Disdaining to take venge-
ance on him alone, he resolved to vent his fury, and
give ‘full sweep to his revenge, in the utter destruction
of the whole Jewish nafion. To fix upon the proper time
for this abominable atrocity was no easy matter. Ha-
man, with all his wickedness, is yet superstitious, and
thinks his plans may miscarry, unless he can fix upon a
lucky day for their execution. To effect this, he sum-
mons the diviners, and they cast the lot before him ; and
he makes his appeal to the idol gods of the Persian to
assist him in his impious purpose. Now mark the issue.
The God of Israel so overrules the decision of the lot as
to place the day for this universal butchery of the kin-
dred of Mordecai nearly twelve months ahead ; and thus
gave ample time for him and Esther to counterwork and
defeat the whole project. Haman’s plan failed ; the Jews
were delivered ; and he and his sons perished ignomini-
ously on the gallows. He was a gambler on a large
scale, in a high position; the stakes were.the life of &

(67)
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nation and his own. He had the heart of a gambler —
a heart, foul, passionate, eager for that which should
cost him nothing, but which brought to others suffering
and woe inexpressible. He had the principles and prac-
tice of a gambler; for while he wished to receive with-
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peace and prosperity of society. It is not simply that
gambling is a profitless employment; that it brings no
positive benefit to humanity ; that it does not co-operate
with the efforts of the tradesman, the mechanic, and
the professional man, to earn a livelihood by labor
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society nor to the individual any equivalent. The rob-
ber who demands your purse runs the risk of being shot
in the attempt, and the further risk of the vengeance of
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not give ; to accnmulate witheut rendering to society any
equivalent in labor and benefit that constitutes the essen-
tial principle of gambling and its vice. It is in vain here
to talk of honot among gamesters. Admitting the fair-
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is not only in harmony with the law of love to our
neighbor, but it excites and leads on in part to the fulfill-
ment of that law, and in all its healthy manifestations, is
adapted to elevate society and shed a richer and holier
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. & public blessing. There is no high and noble aim that
consecrates the pride and desire of victory ; there is no
consciousness of a good cause that ennobles even defeat,

\ property is one of vast influence over society; it rouses
the stupid and excites the careless ; it bears up men under
amazing toils and fatigues; it pushes them on to most
fearful hazards and self-denials; it sends them across
oceansg—over and under the earth, and fills the world

7
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with the manifestations of its power ; and when you take
this passion, and set before it the prospect of a sudden
accumulation, with small hazard and little toil, then how
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but which, separated from principle, and called forth in
an evil cause, are just as powerful over the man, and just
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the bitterest foes of whatever is good and excellent. The
lust of unjust gain and the lust of victory, as they become
ascendant in the soul, neccssarily war with all that is
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give the most abominable principles full sway over the
man.

But let us descend to particulars. Among its fore-
most evils s its tendency to generate habits of tdleness
and destroy all steadiness in the pursuit of an honest
¢ndustry. The power of any overmastering excitement,
in another direction, invariably tends to withdraw the
mind from its own more sober and quiet pursuits. But
when that exists in the direction of a personal interest,
it often has a tenfold influence to divert us from the
objects which claim immediate attention. And such is
the fascination of gambling and such the power it wields
over the feelings, that it destroys the love of quiet labor,
and makes the slow processes of industry irksome. It
ministers to a feverish excitement of the whole system, by
which the soul is incapacitated for pursuing the calm
and tool path of a virtuons and industrious life. It
craves the stimulus of the gaming-table; it thirsts for
the intense excitements of the strife and the victory; it
is bewildered and bewitched by the imagination of a
fortune to be made; or it is lashed to fury by the morti-
fication of defeat, and goaded on to another and another
attempt to overtake the splendid illusion. Can such a
mind set itself down tolabor, and plan, and study, and
work with an intense energy and exclusive attention to
one pursuit and remain unaffected by the enervating
vision of the card-table? How many habits of industry
has it broken up ¢ How many who, had they gone for-
ward in the path of honorable labor, would have gained
competence and peace, and shed around them the bless-
ings of a moral life, have been utterly shipwrecked by
the habit of occasional gambling? How many bright
intellects have through this insane excitement been de-
spoiled of their power and stripped of their crown of
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glory, and have descended to the grave, the skeletons of
a former greatness? What might not Charles James
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of injustice and the mortification of defeat urge him to
retrieve his fortunes by any means open to him. An
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destroy the sense of right and lead on to downright dis-
honesty that appalled him; it was the sight of the
yawning gulf beneath his feet, that roused him to a
sense of danger and urged him to take at once the deci-
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graduated as accomplished in the art and mystery of
their base profession. So the art of gambling is prose-
cuted, and the man trains himself for it, that he may
become accomplished in all its art and mystery, for the
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Sheridan. He stood beside Pitt, and Burke, and Fox,
in the House of Commons; when those commanding in-
tellects illumined their nation with the coruscations of
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cates men for villainy on a large scale ; it teaches them
to scruple at nothing. Cheating leads on to downright
robbery — robbery to murder. The man who wins
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common attributes. 5. Outlawed by public opinion, they
wage implacable war against the morals, peace, and hap-
piness of society.” Need I trace out these evils further,
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Bible no gnide. Oh, could he wholly still the voice of
conscience, he would fain persuade himself that there is
no hell hereafter, no hereafter at all ; or if there be one,
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the thirst, and beauty and intelligence are shuffling and
dealing the innocent toys, and invite him to take a hand.
In vain he pleads ignorance of the game; they will teach
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one means to be a gambler at the start; there is no one
who understands it that does not abhor the character.
But the beginnings of evil are unresisted, and the young
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the gilded pill of vice. Remember what the poet has

said :
“ Vice is a monster of such frightful mien,
That to be hated needs but to be seen;
But seen too oft, familiar with her face,
We first endure, then pity, then embrace.”

Listen to the voice of your God : ¢ Resist the Devil and
he will flee from you.”

But there are other ways in ‘which young and inexpe-
rienced men are seduced. I refer now to the gamblers
themselves. Restless if they find not new victims, they
are ever on the watch to entrap them. They dress gen-
teelly, and their gold rings, and chains, and abandon
air, indicate them to be hale fellows, who love a little
pleasure, but who would not injure you for the world.
You have been educated to abhor gambling and drink-
ing. They respect your prejudices; but after all they
are mere prejudices ; a little knowledge of life as it is
will make you wiser, and elevate you to the platform of
a man of the world. A game at cards is not evil ; only
old women, and saints, and parsons think so; we do not
play for money, not we! sit down and play for a button,
and we will teach you. As the ox goeth to the slaugh-
ter, the poor youth surrenders to them the faith of his
parents and the principles of his education—principles
which he knows can bless him and save him for time and
in eternity. He learns rapidly to play under such teach-
ers. Erelong he is not unwilling to play for a small
sum; he wins, and he wins again. Behold the thrill of
his excitement! see how his brow flushes! his heart
beats! hope lifts visions of gold before him! Alas! he
is in the rapids, and madly plunges on, till the terrible
catastrophe comes; he loses all; he is ruined; he is
bankrupt in principle, bankrupt in character, bankrupt
in money ; shame and despair persuade him to lend an



THE CARD-TABLE. 89

ear to his seducers. He becomes one of them ; he sinks
to their level, and ends his career by suicide, in prison,
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Boat ” —a fine text for a sermon on hypocrisy, had the
inanimate craft a conscience to be troubled by it, to say
nothing of its owners and officers—see the gambler there,-
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of seduction. He is one with them in principle, and a
single step may send him down to the level of their
practice. He plays for amusement—they, for profit; the
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In this city, this monster stalks abroad by night and
day, and lures into her snares thousands of the unwary.

More than 500 gaming-houses of various kinds, side by .

side with 800 coffee-houses, open their doors to seduce the
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remain they from month to month unpurged? How
happens it, that with all the authority and justice on
their side, and all the arms of the state at their disposal,
these dens of infamv and their victims accumulate. and
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malignity, infidelity, robbery, murder, and eternal ruin
are its legitimate fruits. Its history, could it be faith-
fully written, would fill you with amazement and horror.

To waste the hours of life in an amusement that

Pregnant with all eternity can give; :
Pregnant with all that makes archangels smile.
Who murders time, he crushes in the birth

A power ethereal, only not adorn’d.”

They tell us that fifty-two Sabbath days have been with
us, as ministers of heaven, burdened with all the riches

* This discourse was delivered on the last Sabbath evening of 1851.
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of that brighter world; they tell us that another year
of probation has forever passed, and that, in respect to
many, mercy has nearly reached the limit where it
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You may not be either a drunkard or a gambler, you
may never have entered those dens of shame and sin,
but if you have not entered the ‘‘Ark,” if Christ has not
been embraced as your Redeemer, if your sins have not
been washed away in his atoning blood, how can you
escape when the waters overflow your hiding-place and the
surgings of the last great flood shall dash against your
frail tabernacle and engulf it forever ¢
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Gex. ii, 18. And the Lord God said: It is not good that man should be
alone: I will make him an helpmeet for him.

Malachi ii, 15. And did he not make one? Yet had he the residue
of the spirit. And wherefore one? That he might seek a goodly
seed. Therefore take heed to your spirit, and let none deal treache-
rously against the wife of his youth.

Heb. xiii, 4. Marriage is honorable in all, and the bed undefiled: but
whoremongers and adulterers God will judge.

Matth. v, 27, 28. Prov. v, vi, and vii chapters.

Gop originally created man male and female. In
physical attributes the one is the complement of the
other; each setting off the other and compensating for that
in which there is a deficiency. Strength and weakness,
manliness and beauty, power and grace belong to neither
in combination. But the one is set off against the other,
the one is the complement of the other, and so together,
they form a complcte humanity. Thus far God has
followed the same law in respect to man and the
brutes. In the one, as in the other, there is every-
where this constitutional distinction, this same diversity
of physical forms and functions, separating the entire ani-
mal world into two departments, and securing, through
this diversity, a continuity of existence. It may be more
marked and complete in man, but the same radical divi-
sion, in its main features, is apparent in all the tribes of
the brute creation. Now if man were but a brute; if]
like them, he was created for merely physical objects

9 (97)
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and were destined, atter he had existed a few years and
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world. It is only among beings of exalted natures,
where the intellectual and the spiritual are lords of the
physical ; where the mind, and the heart, and the con-

given to brutes, is an express recognition of our supe-
riority, and sets us off in a loftier position, and antici-
pates for us a nobler destiny — passing by this thought,
I hasten to another which grows out of it, viz: that
marriage 18 constituted ultimately jfor a moral and
religious purpose; that it contemplates a state of things
in which the mind may best unfold itself, the heart grow
strong in all wisdom and holiness ; that the pAysical is
designed to bear up the morel; and that the whole na-
ture of man, in his highest state of purity and peace,
welcomes this institution as a blessing of wide and rich
beneficence to our race. He who has no higher idea of it
than of & mere sensual gratification, must ever regard it
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as a rigid and burdensome restriction, and he himself
must have a soul too gross for the idea of purity to dwell
therein — too corrupt and blind to compass the moral
power and glory that lie hid in this institution of para-
dise. Marriage is the fundamental source and law of the
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instead of using their high gifts in such a noble position
for a high purpose, they take leave of common sense and
common honesty, then it is not the fault of marriage that
it does not attain in them the blessed objects proposed in
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exercise of every endearment, and the mutual putting
forth upon each other of modifying and purifying influ-
ences that shall most happily mould and form the whole
character. Diverse in character and diverse in attri-
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given, and around the parents rise immortal minds, look-
ing up to them for support and guidance, rejoicing in them
as the authors of their being, reverencing them as clothed
with a portion of the divine authority, waiting to receive
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there, where, protected by the broad shield of the state
from external foes, the parents train their offspring in all
the knowledge and the purity essential to a peaceful and
an honest life ¢

Where is it that the finer elements of & Christian char-
acter are best ingrafted upon the corrupt stock of Adam,
and the efforts are most successfully made to inform the
understanding with those truths which concern the soul
in its divine relations, and train the conscience to a quick
sensitiveness on all moral questions, if not in the family
Here in the calm retirement, where the wild excitements
of the world enter not to disturb, and the authority of
the state comes not to interfere ; here where the parent is
the sovereign—the father and the mother the king and
the queen of their young empire—where no jealousies,
no diverse interests, no fears of future separations, glare
in upon them frightfully ; here, where every day is filled
up with reciprocal duties, and the lines of character are
slowly but surely traced, and the mind and heart gradu-
ally developed ; here is the grandest, and sweetest, and
most fruitful scene on the footstool of Jehovah, The
vision of many a Christian family at once rises before
me, and leads me captive by the enchanting prospect. I
see the father bound to the state by all the ties of a pa-
triotism that has its strong roots not merely in the memo-
ries and associations of his own father’s house, and his
own native hills and vales, but in the deeper soil of his
own parental love, and his own family relationship, I
see him thoughtful and serious as, withdrawn from the
world, he beholds these young immortals looking up to
him for guidance and blessing, and remembers that he
and they are forming charaecters that are to abide when
the sun hath set forever, and the lamps of heaven bave
ceased their shining. I think of the mighty pressare
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which this responsibility rolls upon him, to be himself a
Christian, to stand forth before them pure in his high
office, to trace upon their souls no lines that must be
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ernments, and the living forms of the visible Church of
Christ. It is surely impossible for any rightminded
man to look in upon such a family, with the clustering
memories of the families from which it sprung about
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the position of all others most favorable for a religious life,
to those who have reached the age which warrants their
entrance into 1t it is the institution, which starting nearest
to all the sources of healthful mﬂuenoe 1mbosoms in itself
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and the sheet-anchor of the Church and the State, each
and every offender must bear on his own head the weight
of the crime, and the sanction by which that crime is
avenged and that law is vindicated.

In the very outset I may remark, as that which consti-
tutes the vice and the criminality of the offender, that
he outrages the positive and clearly expressed law of his
God. In the first step that he takes, he overleaps one
of those barriers which the finger of God, in his infinite
wisdom, has drawn around the race. It is pot against a
supposed expediency of statesmen and parents that he
takes his stand. Ior there is here a divine declaration
that, first uttered in paradise, has sounded on, through
all the tribes and nations of the earth, until this hour.
He shall not hide himself behind what he deems an un-
necessary and useless legislation of the state, and the
over stringent customs of society, and by a philosophy,
as damnable as it is false, attempt to exalt vice into vir-
tue and make a necessity of crime. For here, originally
given at the opening of human existence, and embalmed
in the traditions of all nations, and shining forth in all
its life and power from these revealed oracles, is this
primeval institution, this stubborn and unchanging law.
Will his ¢pse dexit, the corrupt impulse of his enslaved
heart, and the sophistry of his clonded intellect avail to
repeal a law like this? to stamp with unsoundness an
institution like this ? to justify in the court of conscience,
of the universe, and of that God in whose sight he acts,
the deliberate attempt to overthrow it? Let him as well
with a breath sweep away all institutions of law and all
customs of society ; for there is not one—not one—that
can compare with this in the firmness and massiveness
of its foundations, and the prescription of age that con-
secrates it as God’s law for man. Ay! let him play the
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part of the froth on some eddy, that, as it whirls aside,
cries out to yon mighty Ohio, in its triumphal march to
the sea: ‘You are wrong; turn back ! turn back ! seck the
Alleghanies, whence you came !> And as the froth must
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of the beasts that perish? Would that this were indeed
the whole and the lowest point of thy degradation.
Alas! the brute obeys the law of his God — the law
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be his temple into the abode of foul and polluted spirits.
A single word from unclean lips, and a single glance of a
lustful eye, and a single argument from the sophistry of
a depraved reason, have had the power, in some peculiar
circumstances, to start a young man on the wrong track,
down which he madly plunged with a speed that defied
all the powers of society to hold him back from utter
destruction. Thus the profligate, in every act of his
wickedness, makes war upon the family, and, through
that, upon the most precious interests of both the Church
and State.

There is one class of men with whom vice is a busi-
ness, and whose minds have reached a pollution so
intense and a villainy so profound, that they can enter
the sacred bosom of a fond and happy family, and under
professions most fair, and with a guise most plausible, ply
all the arts of speech aud all the refinements of a winning
exterior to cover the desperate purpose they cherish ;
and at length plant a dagger in the heart of innocence,
and cover with shame that group of lovely children, and
bow those fond parents’ hearts in sorrow to the grave.
And oh! if in the armory of eternal justice, there are
forged thunderbolts hotter than all others, and if, in the
regions of the damned, there are cells within which there
dwells a fiercer and a more terrible retribution, most
surely will those bolts fall upon the heart and those cells
receive the soul of the foul fiend, who, with such an im-
measurable malignity and such a cruel selfishness, has
trodden down all the sacred rights of the fireside, and
for a moment’s pleasure, sought to hurl woman from her
pride of virtue and innocency down to the level of his
depravity, and over all the faces of that joyous and
blessed family hath cast a darkness and into their hearts
a bitterness, to which death is light and happiness.
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There is a sorrow that is deeper than the grave, and
there is an anguish that overmasters all other earthly
agony. There is a life more horrible than death, and
there i 2 ckhame manst nndererved which hannta tha nane



THE SLAYER OF THE SBTRONG. 113

.family, or the Church of God, who thus outlaws himself
from the institution of marriage and casts upon it the foulest
dishonor? He who can thus brave the holy law of God and
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these chambers of pollution are the rank and file of this
vile chief. Ye are his troop, his accessories, the humble
and debased followers content to abet his schemes of
prostitution, and then share in the foulness his bolder
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indeed, that of all vices this has the fairest visage and
the most exquisitely-moulded form, and robes herself
most gorgeously in all that can attract the youthful
heart and affect his imagination with the bright and
beautiful image of pleasure. She is always

¢ Decked to the very taste of flesh and blood,
And many thought her sound within, and gay
And healthy at the heart; but thought amiss:
For she was full of all disease. Her bones
‘Were rotten; consumptioun licked her blood, and drank
Her marrow up; her breath smelled mortally;
And in her bowels plague and fever lurked;
And in her very heart, and reins, and life,
Corruption’s worm gnawed greedily, unseen.”

With this corrupt and corrupting passion even patriot-
ism is inconsistent: for patriotism must, in part, be sus-
tained by benevolence, while this vice engenders the pro-
foundest selfishness, and recks not to gratify its own
desires upon the priceless virtue, and rich jewels, and
eternal happiness of others. In the military family of
Washington there was, in the early part of the Revolu-
tion, one man, of high connections, and undoubted cour-
age, and fine intellect. Few men could boast superior
social attractions ; few rose above him in the labors of
the court or of the camp; none were more thoroughly
ambitious, or more intensely purposed to write his name
where the world could read it for all time. But with all
these rich endowments of mind and person — with this
commanding influence, which swayed multitudes at
will—the keen and searching eye of the Patriot Chief
soon detected a heart most foul and profligate. No
strength of intellect, no brilliancy of mental endow-
ments, no attraction of manner, no military genius
could persuade the pure and high-souled Washington
to tolerate near his person one who had the heart of a



116 THE SLAYER OF THE STEONG.

libertine and the principles of a most debasing profli-
gacy. Aaron Burr, distrusted and despised by his com-
mander, was compelled to remain ever after in the dis-
tance. The future of his life justified the judgment and

acters for manhood 3~
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““ Domestic Happiness ! thou only bliss
Of Paradise that hast survived the fall |
Though few now taste thee unimpaired and pure,
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God. The libertine takes his stand against the broadest
and plainest of the christian injunctions. He comes forth
in visible array and dashes his battle-ax against the thick
bosses of Jehovah’s buckler. To do his work of sin and
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to whom the gospel is preached there are none more hope-
less, even when they can be brought to enter God’s house;
and if now and then a brand is snatched from the burn-

COURSE OF L'IME.
Within these gates all purity, all nobility, all high and
virtuous affection dies. The victim hugs the chains that
eat into his heart. Here the strong, the bright, the
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beautiful, are as flax to the fire, as the straw upon the
whirlwind. The siren leaves within the souls of her
captives no fragrant flower, no healthful plant of love, no
beautiful emotions, no pure and heavenly affections. Her
breath hlasta them all. while tha reed of evil weeda and
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time. Let the parent but regard labor as dishonorable,
let him teach his son that gentility consists in leisure and
amusement ; let him furnish him with no absorbing busi-
ness for either head or hands ; let the son choose his own
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and filling it with hatred to God and religion, ripens it
for the atmosphere and the doom of the lost.

In carrying on this process of education for a life of
profligacy, let him next gather about him the corrupt
books which genius hath written in the service of vice,
and employ his leisure moments in perusing sentiments
and descriptions, which, in their naked plainness, would
revolt an ingenuous and virtuous mind with their dis-
gusting sensuality, but which through the fascination of
style, and the beauty of language, and the gorgeous
colorings of the imagination, insinuate their poison
deeply and permanently into the spirit. There is no
power of our nature so subtile and wonderful in its ope-
rations as the imagination. Among the earliest of our
mental powers to develop itself, holding the chief place
in childhood, ere the reason has begun to unfold itself or
the judgment to mature, it continues even in after life to
hold over our lives a strange and mighty influence. It
creates and transmutes, it ennobles the mean and debases
the exalted, it gilds darkness and vails light, it magni-
fies the little, and from shadows gives all the impression
of a substantial reality. It combines all forms and
peoples all space. It gives embodiment to the spiritnal
eye of the wishes and hopes of the heart. It ¢Jothes
all images of holiness, beings pure and sinless, with
brightness and glory to the eyes of those who love them.
It can ephance the power and fascination of earthly
pleasure, and body forth to the vicious in forms most
luscious and tempting, the corrupt wishes and ideas that
dwell within them. Thus this splendid faculty of our
immorta] nature can ally us to angels or to demons ; can
spread around the pure and the spiritual charms that
shall heighten their attraction to the good, while around
the semsual and the debasing it can spread refinement,
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and grace, and dignity vastly enhancing their fascination
to those whose souls are in sympathy with corruption.
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its serpent-head and strikes its fang into your soul, would
be counteracted, and the wounds inflicted healed by the
comeliness and the morality, and even the appearance of
religion, that may elsewhere exhibit themselves. Dare any
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of sifting ont the good and rejecting the evil, the dead-
liest poison, the poison which, like the hydrophobia or
the plague, seems instantly to spread itself over the soul.
I pray you understand—understand that ye are the most
efficient ministers of profligacy, counteracting and pull-
ing down with one hand what you would build with the
other.

It is not many years since, in another part of our
country, the community were startled by the fall of a
minister of Christ into the grossest forms of this vice.
Rich in natural endowments, with a genius for poetry,
of remarkable powers as an orator, he had held positions
of great responsibility and wielded a large influence on
the public mind. Arraigned and tried, he confessed his
sin ; and in relating the inflnences which had assisted to
secure his downfall, he declared that the poison infused
into his soul from the works of Byron, while yet in col-
lege, had more than anything else depraved his heart,
and enervated good principles, and filled the imagination
with forms of evil. Thus often does this vile literature
sow the seed in the young mind, whose ripe fruit will be
borne in full manhood ; thus are there influences secretly
at work to debauch young men, which in after life reveal
their power in a visible and fearful ruin; thus do de-
praved and licentious works pander to the worst passions,
and ere the subject himself is aware of their tendency,
‘he has lost the vantage ground of ignorance; he has de-
scended from the lofty position of an uncontaminated
mind ; he has opened all the gates of his soul to the as-
sault of 3 power that has slain his millions, and strewn
the earth with the ruins of manhood.

There is one canse of licentiousness not so generally
recognized, but yet of too great influence not to be men-
tioned in this connection. Public balls and miscellaneous
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dancing parties, where the wine-cup circulates freely,
where often dances, that seem invented for the express
purpose of exciting desires hostile to virtue, are the chief
attraction of the evening, constitute one of the most suc-

R 4
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may begin the process of corruption ; then let him, with
words and descriptions fitted to his purpose, awaken feel-
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plausible, and gentlemanly; but the poison of asps
is under their tongues, the passions and craft of the
damned are in their hearts. A father’s agony and a mo-
ther’s tears are music in their ears. Lost to the fine and
nobler feelings, filled with suspicion, uncasy in conscience,
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with almost angel eloquence for admittance to the heart.
Treasure this jewel. Let it be with you a daily prayer,
¢Jead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.”
There is & power divine which you can enlist to aid you in
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Acts xiii, 8,9,10. But Elymas the Sorcerer (for so is his name by inter-
pretation), withstood them, seeking to turn away the deputy from the
faith, Then Saul (who also is called Paul), filled with the Holy
Ghost, set his eyes on him, and said: O full of all subtilty and all
mischief, thou child of the devil, thou enemy of all righteousness,
wilt thou not cease to pervert the right ways of the Lord ?

Evvmas was a professor of light-work, of profligate cun-
ning, and the art of magic. His business was deception
and amusement—to amuse by deceiving, and deceive by
amusing. He belonged to that fraternity whose great
aim it is to live by playing upon the credulity or the
love of excitement and the desire for amusement of the
people. He was not at all scrupulous in the choice of
means to accomplish his object ; it mattered not to him
what high and sacred work he opposed, provided his
coffers were filled ; he did not hesitate to oppose and
vilify an apostle of Jesus Christ, nor would he have
hesitated to ridicule and denounce the Savior himself,
had he been present. He seemed to know, as it were,
instinctively, that the triumph of true religion would
be the ruin of his profession; that as the light of the
Gospel illumined the soul, it would rise above the arts
and deceptions with which he sought to gain a liveli-
hood. Now, although this man was not technically a
player, yet he was, in one sense, an actor ; his spirit and
life, and, to a great extent, his aims, were just those

' (130)
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which belong to the theater. And as then the Apostle
addressed him in words of the most scathing rebuke,
80 now, were he present and knew the character and in-
fluence of a modern play-house, I am perfectly assured
he would speak of it, and those concerned in it, in simi-
lar language.

My object, to-night, is to justify the assurance here
expressed, that the theater, as it is now and ever has
been, is one of the most efficient auxiliaries of Satan in
debauching the minds of young men and swelling the
stream of profligacy, on the bosom of which thousands
are borne afar from all the benedictions of the Gospel
and the hope of heaven. Regarding it as one of the
most pernicious and corrupting institutions of society,
full of all subtilty and mischief, a child of the devil, an
enemy of all righteousnesss, and the means of perverting
the right ways of the Lord in thousands of souls, I wish
to state, as fully as time will permit, and as fairly as if I
were arguing an indifferent subject, the reasons for such
an opinion. .And here let me congratulate you, that, in
discussing this subject, we have gomething definite—
something known. We understand ourselves precisely
when we speak of the theater: for it is no novelty ; it is
no product of yesterday ; it is an institution of centuries;
it has now, as it always had from its very origin, a
marked, a decided character. It is something that stands
out by itself, openly, and fully revealed to the view of all
who choose to scrutinize its constitution, and relations,
and influence. Iam not about, in this sacred place, to
attack an imagination, to discuss a may-be, to discourse
about an abstraction. We have all too little time in this
world, and too many interests, precious as eternity, are
depending on our action, to permit us to waste our lives
in the pursuit of & merely posgible good ar the avoidance
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of a possible evil. The theater is not one actor, nor
two; not one play nor two; not a particular influence
upon one or two minds. It is not an occasional repre-
sentation ; it is not acting alone, nor music alone, nor
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that the end sanctifies the means is an old maxim of the
devil. Isay, then, that the great purpose of the theater
is to amuse by the representation of scenes and charac-
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managers, the spirit of its plays and its actors, and the
purposes of those who frequent it. Tried by any one
and by all these tests, it stands forth confessed that its
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bear the burden of almost anything and everything that
cannot be justified by a regard to morals, to religion, to
intellectual improvement, or the good of society. ¢ Oh!
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useful to all, that men of different pursuits will all be
profited by the same mode and style of amusement. In
reference to such an institution, this idea betrays a total
misapprehension of the state of society and the wants of
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for a popular and healthful discipline of the mind and -
heart. In acting, the great purpose of the actor is to
illude the hearer, to act the thing all out so justly, that
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tion. The nightly contemplation of all that is most ridi-
culous and foolish in human character and human
society! Scenes the most horrible and the most gro-
tesane ret hefore von to move vou with terror one mo-
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for exhausting a man’s moral, physical, and intellectnal
nature ; for using up all his encrgies for every high and
noble effort; for indurating his conscience, stultifying
his reason, and hardening his finer sensibilities ; for
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soul, creating within it a morbid craving for fictitious
excitement and a fearful insensibility to the actnal
wrongs and sufferings of his fellow-men. I speak not
of the sums lavished on these establishments—sums suf-

whole, gives the prevailing tone to theatrical perform-
ances ; that on which the actors and managers depend
for their main success ; that, in short, which attracts the
people, awakens interest, and keeps the thcater from
total ruin. That there are master-pieces of composition
in this line of writing as well as in any other, is readily
admitted. Some of the Grecian tragedies are among the
loftiest of all the rich productions of that rich tongue;
and in our Saxon English there are some which stand
forth pre-eminent for beauty of diction, richness of
thought and glowing imagery. Some of the greatest minds
have wrought in this department, and given to the world
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a few productions that will never die. But while this is
admitted, I assert that these very writings, so far as they
are free from the taint of vice, may be made far more
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should be buried in the deep sea. When I speak of the
literature of the theater, I mean the body of that which
the theater has produced ; the staple of the acting by
which these institutions are sustained ; I mean not one
or two tragedies, but the efficient plays, tragedy, comedy
and farce, which the multitude of play-goers most delight
to hear. And of this, as a body, the following things are
asserted :

“1st. That when historical events are given, they are
most generally caricatured and perverted, and a false and
unreal picture of life presented. Facts are made to
bend to the exigencies of the player, and characters are
wrought out to suit the harmonies of the stage. Thus,
even when it attempts to convey a little instraction, his-
tory and truth are sacrificed, and falsehood palmed off as
genuine fact. 2d. This literature is generally profane and
irreligious. It is not only often crowded with irreverent
appeals to the Deity, not only does it admit oaths and
profanity, but the sincerest piety, the most devout
life of a Christian, and the principles which constitute a
distinctive Christianity, are caricatured, ridiculed, and
discarded as mean and vulgar; while all the force of
rhetoric and all the beanty of langnage are employed to
commend principles that God’s word declares to be devil-
ish, and excludes the man who practices them from hea-
ven. The godly minister is derided ; the ministry itself
exposed to contempt in the persons of pleasure-loving
priests ; real piety is held up to shame and represented
in the persons of hypocritical professors; the paths of
true religion are pointed out as the road of meanness,
while the sacred name of Jesus, and the truths most pre-
cious to the hearts of men who know their God and his
word, are shamefully profaned and despised. Meanwhile,
in contrast to all this, or rather in harmony with this,
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pride is exalted into a virtue, honor made the rule
of action, and revenge for an injury inculcated as essen-

e . T ee .
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theater: 3d. But that going beyond this, that carrying out
this inculcation of profane principles, it is manifestly and
abominably licentious. I shall not here descant to you,
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It is here that a young man may learn how to make war
upon the purity and the peace of domestic life, take
lessons in all the arts of the seducer. and understand how




THE PLAY-HOUSK. 147

an hour—die after listening to the language of Satan
from the lips of his most efficient servants.
I want no better mecans of condemning the theater
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Permit me now to call your attention to the ckaracter
of the actors. Were the problem given us to solve:
¢ Given the theater and its literature, what will be the
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is a mis-step, that the entrance upon the stage is of itself
a process of degradation, that the assumption of a cha-
racter, the acting of a part, the appearing what you
are not is of itsclf revolting to an ingenuous mind.
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race. When the tinsel and the robes are all stripped off,

and the olare of the footlichts is anenched. and the mngie
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home, after kings, and nobles, and commoners had over-
whelmed her with applause, burst into tears at the
thought, that, after all, ‘“she was but an actress/”
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tion to approach even remotely, from whom he would
have only words of heavenly purity and tenderness, and
whose sensitive nature is ordained of God for retirement
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theater and its literature, what will ordinarily be the
character of the professional actor. It is not too much
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Nay, more: when I come down to modern times, I
hear even the infidel, John Jacques Roussean, whose
writings in general no man will accuse of strict morality,
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ternity, he could recall but half-a-dozen who were not
either profane or more or less dissipated ; that some of his



156 THE PLAY-HOUSBE.

object for which you play, the nature of the plays them-
selves, in most instances, the accompaniments of the
scene, and the kind of life players are compelled to lead,
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those concerned in their management, ought not to die ¢
Will it be asserted that such persons are fit to stand
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made it the corrupter of both players and play-goers {
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idea that theoretically the stage is good, or may be made
good, and that somehow it will falsify its past history
and inherent tendencies, and purify itself into a fountain
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Christians, as bringing in corruption of manners.” The
Church of Christ as a body. so far as it has spoken at
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admired in the ball-room and at watering places ; but no
man thinks of them in connection with the great interests
of society, or those substantial movements in the matter
of religion that purify the corruption-and remove the ig-
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ideal betrays rather than conceals. But this more re-
fined and intellectual class of individuals, removed in
part from the evils that press our fallen humanity to the
earth, often care little for the moral tendencies of that
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think not of its moral tendency, its thousands of vile and
impure productions ; its corrupt servitors; its disgusting
accompaniments. They lose sight of the fact that it is
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cially in the direction of pleasure and earthly excitement.
Such men, with no true Christian principles to guide
them, with no appreciation of the influences that mould
the multitude and perpetuate the reign of vice, are like
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fountains of influence, never enterit; they who idolize
intellect, or art, or pleasure—they who care nothing for
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lifts its bloated form by its side, and babbles forth its
praises, and invites the multitude to bow down and wor-
ship. Fit associates | —fit to live and perish together! *

* Any oue who will take the pains to study the testimonies of the
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Never, also, is there a theater planted anywhere, that
the gates of her who slays the strong, and whose guests
are in the depths of hell, are not opened by its side.
Licentiousness holds her court within its walls, and lays

child; if thou be a maister, thou losest thy servaunt; and thou be what
thou eanst be, thou losest thyselfe, that hauntest those scholes of vice,
dennes of theeves, and theatres of all lewdnesse; and if it be not sup-
pressed in time, it will make such a tragedie, that all London may
well mourne whyle it is London.” .
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of the theater ¥ Shall I follow that young man into those
gates ; describe the intoxication of the scene, the solicita-
tion, the temporary resistance, the final triumph, when
virtue and manhood bow at the feet of a harlot, and vice
begins its fatal reign within his soul ¢ Need I disclose
to you how many a young man, fresh from the country,
in all the simplicity of a yet undebauched youth, has
here met the spoiler, who has stripped him of money, and
time, and health, and, what is infinitely worse, the con-
sciousness of rectitude, the wealth of character, the jewel
of a spotless name? Need I describe the inebriate, the
suicide, the abandoned profligate, the gambler, the rob-
ber, the murderer, who here have begun their career of
vice, and, under the fascination of these unhallowed ex-
citements, have started on that pathway which leads to
infamy and death in time-—to utter darkness and woe
in eternity ¢ The streams that have gone forth from this
polluted fountain have carried a desolation into the bosom
of society infinitely more dreadful than the fiery lava
bore down upon Pompeii and Herculaneum in the day
of their pride. This overwhelmed temple, and dwelling,
and gardens, and the bodies of men; but those destroyed
the soul that might have been God’s pure temple, and
turned the dwelling-place of purity into the abode of
fiends. Who shall, or who can, begin to estimate the
villainies, the immoralities, the impieties, the errors, the
woes which the play-houses in this city have been the
means of creating? Who can estimate the intemperance,
the licentiousness, the idleness, the profanity, the Sab-
bath-breaking, the robberies, and murders, that are trace-
able to these fountains? Who can understand the mighty
influence they have exerted to harden men in sin, dis-
honor piety, retard the progress of the Gospel, and secure
the ruin of immortal souls ¢ Before the bar of an injured
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society and a holy God would I arraign managers and
actors! You know that the body of what I have uttered
in condemnation of the theater is true. You know that
vour business is connected with the foulest disorders of
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an institution for you, a patriot and a man, to cherish §
Is it a safe and healthful recreation for the body or the
soul! You may make no pretensions to the possession

of a truly religious character, but does this exonerate you
from all responsibility in respect to the character of the
influences you sustain to mould society and promote its
prosperity ¢ Can you, as an immortal and accountable
being, longer uphold this mighty machinery of corrap-
tion? Can you, as a patriot, give your support to that
which corrupts public morals, counteracts the healthfal
.influence of religion, multiplies criminals, and spreads
the contagion of vice through multitudes of hearts?
Some of you are parents. Is the theater just the place
for the warm passions and susceptible spirits of the
young? Do its scenes, its extravagance of acting, its
farces and comedies create just the atmosphere for youth
to breathe? Can any parent justify himself in familiar-
izing the minds and the hearts of those dear to him, ere
the judgment has matured and the reason is developed,
with the views which the play-house gives of this life,
of morals, of religion, of all the great principles which
underlie a pure, a noble, and a truly excellent character.
I know not how, as the guardians of the young, you ean
carry them to these polluting and exciting scenes, without
incurring the guilt of being traitors to your high trusts.
Listen to the sentiments which were entertained by the

deviated. ‘None of my children shall ever, with my consent or on any
pretense, enter a theater, or have any visiting connection with actors or
actresses.’” This rule is from a man who has seen the height and the depth
of theatrical morality, who has witnessed the purity and pollution of its
devotees. Yet there are thousands who are consenting to the destruction
of their children, by allowing them to go where one, who is best ac-
quainted with the whole matter, declares there is nothing but mischief
and ruin.”



THE PLAY-HOUSE. 17

great men who laid the foundations of our government—
the men who in a heroic age stood forth among the
ablest and most noble.
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fascinations ; you will see the pedestal on which genius
has been lifted up into notoriety ; you will find there the
charms of music, the eloquence of a mimic oratory,
the power of fervid declamation, the most exciting scenes
of blood, and the most langhable representations of the
follies of our fallen race. But after all it is mere acting;
it is mock life; it is an unreal scene. The man, who
personates a king, is a poor player and may be destitute
of a single quality to command your respect. The
woman, who acts as if she were & Lucrctia, may be lost
to virtne and unworthy to receive a moment’s thought.
The whole assemblage before you; the scenery, the
- actors, the musicians, and the abandoned ones who form
an essential part of it and properly belong to the theater,
for what is it all? Is it to form a healthful recreation for
your bodies or souls # Is it to improve and adorn your
minds{ Is it to enlarge your views of life and its great
ends? Is it to cherish in you the principles of virtue,
and prepare you to resist evil, and fit you to enter upon
life respected and beloved, strong in rectitude, pure in
feeling, manly in action? Not one of all these things
belongs to its aims or is included in its results. It is a
time-waster, a money-waster, a character-waster. No
man comes from such an assemblage purer and better
fitted for the work of life. Thousands come forth de-
bauched in principle and utterly unprepared for the
duties of time.

But you are not only to live Aere; you are not a brube
to perish in the earth; you have a soul sublime in its
faculties, vast in capacity, fearful in destiny. Time is
given you as a space in which to prepare for eternity.
These passing hours, are pregnant with immortal issues.
Is the theater the place for him, who, ere the night is
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gone, may pass into eternity ¢ Is the play-house a fit
school in which you can educate your heart for heaven ?
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dying couch, then it will bring no thought of joy, no
emotion of tranquil satisfaction to know, that you have
abetted this masterpiece of Satan’s art and wasted some
of life’s most precious hours within the stmosphere and
amid the revelry and the dissipation of a play-house.
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4

Eoorxsiastxs xi, 9.—Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth, and let thy
heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth, and walk in the sight of
thine eyes : but know thou, that for all these things God will bring
thee into judgment.

Taeee are two paths which open before the young
man as he enters upon the perilous responsibilities of life,
and, leaving the roof of his parents, commences & course
of independent action. The one is the path of self-in-
dulgence, in which the earthly passions seek the fullest
gratification ; in which the sight of the eyes inflames the
native desires of the heart, and the pleasures and thrones
of time are the visions that bound the efforts and the
hopes of his soul. Itgs the broad, the beaten, the flow-
ery path, along which, by a natural proclivity, men love
to walk. Anditisa pecuhar characteristic of it that its
windings are all among the scenes of time, and that no
man who is walking upon it can well see the end toward
which it is leading him. There is so much of the illus-
ive mist resting upon it ahead, and it turns often so sud-
denly, that those who travel it never know into what
scenes, or face to face with what terrors it may not sud-
denly conduct them. But at length, when the man has
traveled all the way, he finds that it has an end—an end
at which the bright and the beautifnl disappear; at which
the gorgeous visions vanish, the music and the revelry

cease, and the light that has played about the objects on
175)
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either side, departs. Then cometh the fature for which
the soul is unprepared, terrible as the grave, and fearful
as the judgment; a futaure which has been sedulously con-
cealed from the eye, and never suffered to affect the heart,
or mould the spirit into a fitting state for the life be-
yond. This is one path in which young men are invited
to walk.

The other is narrow, and straight, and well-defined by
the commandments of the Lord. It is ascending, and so
open that even from its very commencement, a youth
may see just where it ends, and keep that end in view.
Indeed, he cannot well walk in this path without con-
stantly seeing before him the magnificent and glorious
conclusion. It is remarkable, too, that this path is high-
er than the first; so elevated that he who walks in this
can always look down upon the other, and see at its end
the thunderings and lightnings which envelop the mis-
erable souls who, seduced by pleasure and the love of
earth, have blindly walked in it toward their doom. This
narrow path hath its crosses and its trials, and although
at first it looks forbidding, yet ®o sooner is it entered
upon than that which looked dark becomes light; that
which seemed formidable ceases to awaken fear, and the
traveler finds his yoke easy and his burden light. The
first path is the one which is described in the text, the
end of which is there so faithfully declared.

Now, it is obvious from the text and from reason, that
those circumstances which fall in with all the depraved
and earthly passions of our nature, and encourage the
development of selfish desires—those circumstances which
give the fullest scope and opportunity for the indulgence
of our grosser nature; which tend to kecp out of view the
fearful end of this course of life, and almost inevitably
stop the ears to the sounds of fature judgment that are
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ever muttering in the distance, are by no means favorable
to the formation of a right character ; especially if at the
same time they are able to turn the attention of the
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God, I think you will all acknowledge before we have
done with this subject. In previous discourses I have
dwelt on intemperance, on gambling, on licentiousness,
and on the theater; but to-night, you will permit me to
course round the circle of evil influences, and show you
how they all cambine to produce a state of society the
" most adverse to true religion and a high merality; how
there are concentric circles of temptation formed around
you—circles like the web of the spider, corded across and
connected by the ties of selfish interest, and so rendered
vastly more mighty for evil,

In the outset I may say, as involving what is to come,
that vice is, in one sense, sympathetic. The law of sym-
pathy, which attracts together persons of similar pursuits
and similar feelings, prevails just as truly in the case of
the vicious, as it does in that of the good. The sympathy
is the same in both cases, although the principles back of
it may be totally different. The one may be selfish, and
the other benevolent ; the one set may come together un-
der the attraction of self-indulgence, while the other may
be attracted by the love of rectitude and the spirit of be-
nevolence ; but in both cases the original law of sympa-
thy still holds good, and works very much in the same
way. If a company of profane men are thrown together
for the first time in traveling, at the beginning, they will
speak to each other in decent and respectful terms. They
may converse on general themes for a season, and their
feelings have no common center, and there arise no mu-
tual sympathy between them. But let one, perchance, drop
an oath, and how soon will the whole aspect of the com-
pany change? how soon will they feel at home together ¢
and conscious that one and all are on the same level, the
laugh, and joke, mingled with irreverent appeals to heav-
en will go round as heartily as if they had been compan-



THE WEB OF VIOE. 179

ions for years. Thus, vice has cords of sympathy around
its subjects, just as truly as religion. This is true every-
where under the sun. In the country as well as in the
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him to more earnest prayer, or it would fail to impress,
in any great degree, his heart. But in the young man,
there is, as a part of the heritage of youth, -glowing de-
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vicious indulgences ; if he has come to the city with a
sort of compromise in his heart between a career of virtue
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prepared, by that very fact, to go down to its terrible end.
One improper indulgence pushes on to another; one de-
sire, improperly gratified, fires another to seek a similar
gratification. The young man, who wastes the evening
hours, that should be spent in quiet social intercourse or
intellectnal and n
the gay saloon of
which the wretche
for the dissipation
is prepared for a
The midnight da
cup to the brandy
preparation for tl
fame. The club-
improvement but
restaurant, where
up as a sort of a
liquors; and the t
artillery upon the
through which the
finds himself in
profligacy hide fi
sight of the good
of immortal souls

3. The forms of temptation to pleasure, in our city,
vary to meet all tastes, characters, and degrees of intel-
lectual development. No man, whatever be his position
or his attainments, will fail of meeting here just the
temptation best fitted to enlist him in the work of sensual
indulgence and starting him down the hill of vice. If he
is refined and educated, alas! that I must say it, there is
many a richly furnished parlor, and many a midnight
revelry held therein, where he can begin that career which
will conduct him down to the filthiest styes of pollution,
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into which only a long education in sin and profligacy
can enable a man to enter. If he is alone in the midst
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artful scoundrel, the creatures who live upon the vices
and follies of their fellow-men, flock hither. There is no
art of evil so difficult that it finds not here some skilled
in the practice of it; there is no business, that promises
gain, however vile, that finds not here men ready to un-
dertake it. Crime has its secret dens of villainy; vice
its haunts of desperate characters, and its open saloons
as the starting-points of sin. Pleasure has here a thou-
sand forms, a thousand paths, and thousands of ministers.
Here wealth grows fast and pampers itself on luxury, and
in its own circle, has its peculiar temptation. Here
honest poverty, toiling day by day, can scarce step abroad
without stumbling upon temptations to vicious indul-
gence. We have bar-rooms, billiard-rooms, gambling-
rooms of every style and character; we have houses of
ill-fame, theaters, club-rooms, dancing halls, pantomimie
representations, degrading concerts, and all things else, it
would seem, that the wit and malice of Satan, during
this 6000 years’ ripening, had been able to devise for the
ruin of immortal souls. We have, accessible to the
young, and often thrust into their faces, the vilest dregs
of European literature — the most licentious and abomin-
able works that the mind of man ever invented or the
pencil ever illustrated. If a young man wishes it, if he
is willing to debase his imagination and his soul with it,
he can find here works on all imaginable subjects con-
nected with the indulgence of evil passions. In the
country some of these facilities for dissipation may exist,
but they are never so large, so full, so free as here.
Many of them must have a large vicious population to
give them an adequate support. The adepts in them
travel from the country to the city; they need the patron-
age which a sparse population cannot and is not disposed
to afford ; there must be wealth for them to prey upon
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and the sympathy of multitudes to aid on their infernal
schemes. And so from every quarter the needy villain,
the most active, artful, and enterprising of the wicked
population of the country and the towns hasten hither as
to a broad and rich field of plunder, where the young and
the thoughtless, separated from parental restraint and
urged on by the strength of their passions, are ready for
anything that promises them an exciting hour of tran-
sient pleasure:
. ¢ Thither flow,

As to a common and most noisome sewer,

The dregs and feculence of every land.

In citiee, foul example, in most minds,

Begets its likeness, Rank abundance breeds

Iu gross and pampered cities, sloth, and lust,

And wantonness, and gluttonous excess.

In cities vice is hidden with most ease,

Or seen with least reproach; and virtue, :

“Taught by frequent lapse, can hope no triumph there

Beyond the achievements of successful flight.”—Task, B. 1.

. 5. The fact mentioned by Cowper in these lines, that
“vice is hidden with most ease” in the city, is one of
great significance in this discussion. From the very
nature of the case vice in the country, the village, and
the town soon manifests itself and is bruited abroad.
Where men know their neighbors, have wintered and
summered with them for years, and have watehed their
occupation, it is impogsible for a person to indulge in
dissipation of any kind without finding the fact almost
instantly blazed abroad among those with whom he is
most anxious to stand well. But in the city, where mul-
titudes are crowded together and go together to do evil ;
where you may live for years and not know the names,
ar the faces, or the character of your next-door neighbor;
where it is the interest of multitudes to make the means
of self-indulgence a8 seerct as posgible and hide the
16
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sinner in his sin; where the mass of those, who are vir-
tuous, religious, and truly moral,-avoid such haunts of
crime, when they are known, as they would a place
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thousands of minds who will be tempted to essay the
first step ; having taken that without detection or rebuke,
it will be strange if it is not repeated and repeated, till
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his secret baseness to all discerning eyes. If he sows
vice in his body and soul, he shall reap its effects in his
body and his soul, by a law as sure as that which gener-
ates the grain and renews the verdure of the earth at the
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willing to admit such into their society ; that the world,
when they really know and believe a man is at heart cor-
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that would do it if they only dared, you have combined
a weight of interest the most enormous in favor of vice,
pledged to its support, and hostile to all means for its
complete overthrow.

This multitude of people of all classes, ages, and intel-
lectual attainments, are mutually interested to swell
the stream of vice, and seduce the young men, who come
into our city, from the paths of virtue. The mass of
them are directly engaged in this work of seduction—
engaged in the foul and damnable work of blasting the
hopes of parents, of contraeting the expanding powers
and debasing the warm affections of the young, and drag-
ging down to an unknown depth of infamy those who
might have been the lights. of society, the fathers of
happy families, the respected citizens of a noble State,
the consistent professors of the religion of Jesus, and’at
length heirs of an unfading crown in heaven. ~

It is for this reason law is o often powerless, and mght
is made hideous with riot, and the men who are bound to
rebuke such things and to protect the community from
such fearful evils in the body politic, are rarely found
where they ought to be, and rarely do what they ought
to do. The moment an attempt is made to break up a
nest of gamblers, the keepers of the coffee-houses begin
to tremble, and those interested in brothels begin to trem-
ble, and the whole company of the vile and the dissolute
begin to tremble; they are ready to work in the streets
and at the polls, to pour out their money and subsidize
the press to silence, and prevent the voice of the people
being heard at all against their monstrous corruptions.
They join hands together and dictate their own commands
to party leaders, and make them stand up and pledge
themselves to second their impious and corrupt measures.
They are, in all matters concerning their interests, and
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against the morals and peace of society, compact, united,
determined. : :

I have said that they will subsidize the press; alas!
that I must include, in part, the press of this city, as
among the tempters of young men, and their most efficient
enemies. The editors who assume the posture of infi-
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whom religion is a by-word, and piety a term to point a
sarcasm ; who, caring not for the welfare of society, be-
yond their pecuniary interests and their personal pleas-
ures, permit the press to become an instrument in the
hands of this vast army, enlisted against the peace, the
prosperity, and purity of the State; then does it become
a terrible foe of truth, a mighty oppenent of religion,
and by consequence a-most successful abettor of vice and
crime. For the public press to be silent on great ques-
tions involving the morals of society, is often bad enough ;
but to have its voice, when it does speak, ageinst religion
rather than for it, against good morals, rather than for
them, is, indeed most terrible. Thus do these material in-
terests of vice and its supporters -often combine to muzzle
the press; clear the pathway to ruin for thomsands of
the young, stoutly resist all attempts at reform, and gather
the young, the unwary, and the bold into the fatal web of
vice. ‘ : ,

5. It is an important circamstance, not to be over-
looked in the estimate we form of the strength of these
combined temptations, that multitudés of the young are
here deprived of some of the strongest external aids
against immorality, The vast majority come hither from
a father’s roof, where paternal amthority and tenderness,
combined with the attractions of a circle of brothers and
sisters, are powerful incentives to the practice of virtue.
They leave a community in which they have grown up
from childhoed ; where every movement of their lives and
every phase of their characters are fully known; where
many of the wise and the good felt a special interest in
their welfare, and sought to throw around them the safe-
guards of a pure morality and & Christian example;
where the very sight of the Church, consecrated by the
hallowed recollections of childhood, and associated with

B



THE WEB OF VICE. 193

scenes of revival and solemn judgments, was a powerful
restraint over the earthly passions; where they enjoyed
the delights of social intercourse among tried friends and
associates, and found congenial society among those who
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is but one of scores of thousands; a sand upon the shore
of the sea; a stranger lonely and desolate even amidst
the tread of busy feet upon the pavement, the crowded
pathways of commerce, and the unceasing roar of the
tireless industry of unnumbered hands. His friends are
usually such as chance and business association may
have thrown in his way; not such as he would choose,
were he left to the dictates of a sober judgment, with full
opportunity to make his selection. There is no healthful
public opinion with its invisible pressure urging him for-
ward in the paths of virtue; he has left the dwelling
where a father’s watchful eye rested upon him ; where the
sweet, the pure, the gentle influence of the loved ones
around his own fireside was a chain of gold to hold him
back from evil. Here alone, in this great city, amidst
these mighty temptations, he is to push his fortune, and
form his manhood, and accomplish his work as an im-
mortal being.

Let us trace out his course of life in these new circam-
stances ; let us see the process by which so many make
shipwreck of faith and virtue, of peace, of conscience and
eternal life. It is his purpose to be trueto the great
principles of morality and resolute in the maintenance
of all good habits. He has promised his mother, at part-
ing, that God’s word shall not be unread and God’s hounse
not unvisited. He is strong in the intention to perform
every duty, and in the hope one day of consecrating him-
self to the service of Jesus Christ. He knows not his
own weakness, nor the power of the influence he has left
to sustain him in the path of rectitude, nor the power of
those to which he is now expesed, to conquer the strong-
est resolution. At the first, he visits the house of God
during the day as he has been accustomed to do at his
bome. But then he has no stated place of worship;
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none around which there are hallowed associations; none
to which he would be powerfully attracted by the force
of habit. He is out in the world, and he is curious to
hear the various exhibitions of ministerial talent in a
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what jewels this young man has thus cast down and
trodden under his feet. His childhood’s home, his early
friends, the restraints of past healthful associations,
with the blessed influence they are adapted to exert, he
has thrown from him. The house of God, the preaching
of the Gospel, association with Christian men in the most
refined and noble of all duties, through all of which the
intellect and the affections are elevated and enlarged,
while the soul is ennobled and kept from the snare of the
fowler, these, the choicest influences of time, are cast
away. The Sabbath, the rest of the heart with God, his
rich gift to our race ere it fell, and made vastly richer by
the fall; the day set apart to the worship of the Infinite
Creator, Preserver, and Benefactor; on the right ob-
servance of which, more than on any other one thing,
depend the moral character and eternal prospects of
men, this he hath flung from him. Loosing himself from
those natural aids to virtue and piety, which a gracious
God puts around us in childhood and youth, he has now
the temerity to cross the strongest barriers against vice
and dissipation, tread over the sacred Sabbath, and ex-
pose himself, unarmed and defenseless, to the wily, com-
bined, and powerful temptations which address him at
every step. When a man, while yet his heart glows
with youthful desires, thus abandons the means by which
his virtue might have been preserved, and his life made
pure and noble ; when he casts from him the most pre-
cious and effective influence for good which a merciful
Father in heaven has bestowed upon him; when he takes
off helmet and breastplate, casts away sword and shield,
and fairly invites the eager ministers of sin and shame to
seduce him from the path ef reetitude, what can you ex-
pect will be the result in such a conflict? What but
that, however strong he may be in himself, he will be
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ensnared in the web of vice and become a prey to the
tempters who, at every corner, watch for his fall? How
powerfully does his course enhance the strength of his
adversaries and contribute to his enslavement and their
fatal victory ¢

I have spoken here of the young man who comes forth
from a moral commaunity and a religious home; and even
in his case, when he pursues such a course, is it at all
wonderful that he should fall into the mire of profligacy
or sink into the morass of skepticism. Now, when you
reflect that such a statement is true of only a part of the
young men who enter our city; that while some have
been trained in the ways of a Christian household and
have enjoyed from childhood the most precious educa-
tional influences, there are multitudes who have been but
imperfectly educated, whose parents never prayed with
them, never sought to win them into the straight and
narrow path of religion, and were content if their sons
did not dishonor them by manifest vice, or attained the
average morality of the society in which they lived ; and
that in consequence of such parental neglect, these young
men come hither with little in their previous education
to prepare them to stand their ground in the eonflict with
vice: when you reflect that there are always some who
have been reared under no restraints of religion, whose
whole philosophy is summed up in the Epicurean maxim
““Let us eat and drink for to-morrow we die ;”” when, in
addition to this lack of character and preparatory disci-
pline, you see how these young men are all thrown
together in a city, where temptations to vice and dissipa-
tion crowd around them ; where the vile, the sordid, and
the seducer are banded together to prey upon their sim-
plicity, conquer their virtue, and prostrate them in the
very mire of sensuality ; where many of the respectable
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and the moral, under the guise of friendship, spread the
net for their fall in well-furnished parlors ; where infidel
cliques organize their pestiferous errors, and semi-infidel
preachers, under the mask of benevolence, proclaim
liberty from those fundamental doctrines of grace, which
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Oh! that I had a voice loud enough to reach the ear
of every pleasure-loving man of the world, who secks to
fling the enchantment of music, feasting, and dancing
around the earliest libations of the young man, and so
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young, who, reckless of human life, have for your plea-
sure, thrown into society poisoned arrows, behold the fear-
ful future that opens before you! DBehold the retribution
that awaits you! DBehold a God whose holiest laws ye
have outraged, and whose noblest works ye have aided
to destroy! Repent, ere the curtain rises upon a tragedy
more terrible than any you have witnessed within the
walls of the play-house—a tragedy in which the infinitely
holy and omniscient God will be the judge; the scores
ye have ruined the living witnesses ; conscience the exe-
cutioner, and you the victima.

In closing this discourse, permit me to exhort the
young here present, to give these words of warning a
cherished lodgment in your hearts; let them mould your
lives; let them forearm you against the comspiracy of
evil which has prostrated so many in your circumstances
and blasted the brightest of earthly prospects. In you
we behold the hope of parents, the hope of our country,
the hope of the Church of the living God. In you we
see an enterprise, a strength, a manliness which, if con-
secrated to the cause of truth and religion, will make you
efficient workers in the evangelization of the world.
Some of you may stand out in the future as the men
who gave tone and vigor to the movements in behalf of
a fallen humanity; as men, whose commanding talents
and liberal gifts were consecrated to the Church of Jesus
Christ. Yet remember, that you are exposed to mighty
adversaries, who are ever busy weaving the web of vice,
in which to snare your souls. The strong and the gene-
rous, the manly and the noble-hearted have again and
again been subdued by the bewitching melody of these
sirens and the strength of this combination of iniquity.
Think not that I utter a useless warning; that I paint too
dark a picture of the temptations which beset the young
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man in this our city. Already some of you have listened to
these words and have turned your feet unto the testimony
of the Lord. All of you, certainly all those who have spent
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and outward purity be to you in that day, when God
shall summon you to account for all your lives; when
you will be questioned respecting the talents' committed
to your charge, and the opportunities you have enjoyed
of knowing the Savior and doing the will of your Father
in heaven? It is the chief concern of time to be prepar-
ing for eternity; and if in heart you choose the good
part and walk in the steps of prophets, apostles, and
holy men, then will there be laid up for you a crown of
righteousness which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will
give to all those who love his appearing.

There was once a gay yoang lady in Scotland, who,
amid all the urgency of her friends, was resolved to hold
on to the world. Permit me to close this discussion with
the sad and affecting lines which a friend wrote on her
decision: '

She has chosen the world—
And its paltry crowd,

She has chosen the world—
And an endless shroud ;

She has chosen the world,
With its misnamed pleasures;

She has chosen the world
Before heaven’s own treasures.

She hath launched her bark
On Hfe’s giddy sea,
And her all is afloat
For eternity.
But Bethlehem’s star
Is not in her view,
And her aim is far
From the harbor true.

When the storm descends, .
From the angry sky,

Ob! where from the winds
Shall the vessel fly ?
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‘When the stars are concealed,
And the rudder gone,

And heaven is sealed
To the wandering one!

The whirlpool opes

For the gallant prize ;
And, with all her hopes,

To the deep she hies!
But who may tell

Of the place of woe,
‘Where the wicked dwell —

‘Where the worldlings go ?

For the human heart
Can ne’er conceive
‘What joys are the part
Of them who believe;
Nor can justly think
Of the eup of death,
Which all must drink
‘Who despise the faith.

Away, then —Oh! fly

From the joys of earth!
Her smile is a lie—

There ’s a sting in her mirth.
Come, leave the dreams.

Of this transient night,
And bask in the beams

Of an endless light—M’c CHEYNE.

203



THE PATH OF INFIDELITY.

2 CormNTHIANS iv, 3, 4 —But if our Gospel be hid, it is hid to them that
are lost; in whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of
them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious Gospel of Christ,
who is the image of God, should shine unto them.

TrERE was a time when the oracles of God spoke with
a divine impressiveness, when the message, as it came
from the throne and flowed from the lips of prophet and
apostle, was accompanied with that which arrested atten-
tion, and clothed it with a divine authority. The mira-
cle that told of the putting forth of a special act of Om-
nipotence in confirmation of the truth; the wonder and
the sign that awed the profane and arrested the thought-
less ; the immediate manifestation of a celestial power
over the speaker and some of his hearers, gave to the
living word a grandeur, a strength, and a glory visible to
the eyes of men. The chariot of the Lord rolled amid
clouds and flame; his voice then shook the earth; his
arm was uplifted, his sword flashed before the eyes of
witnessing thousands: yet even then, there were those
who resisted while they trembled ; who heard the voice
that spake as never man spake, ard saw the working of
divine power in the miracle and the wonder, and would
not believe. There never has been a divine manifesta-

tion on earth, which has not met with resistance ; nor a
(204)
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declaration of the truth in its richest and grandest forms,
that has not been a hidden thing to some minds.

If thus the living word was resisted, when prophet and
apostle announced it in the tones of earnestness and
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Whence then springs this miserable skepticism that
every now and then lifts its head in society, and spits its
serpent venom upon the cross of Christ? The word of God
has held on its way century after century, enlarging its do-
minions, enhancing the demonstrations of its divine orig-
inal, marking its progress by the growth of a better civili-
zation than the world had ever before seen, scattering
along its path the richest temporal benedictions, releasing
the human mind from the fetters of superstition, and ally-
ing to itself the whole domain of science in the heavens
above and the earth beneath. Nay, more; this book,
wherever ¢t alone has been suffered to be the standard of
faith, wherever delivered from the superstitions of a bap-
tized paganism and the affected refinements of unbeliev-
ing critics, it has been suffered to utter its own sentiments
in the simple style in which God dictated them, has de-
monstrated its power to remove the burdens which oppress
the outward life of society, and its still higher pewer to
litt from the heart the fearful oppressions that no.earthly
arm can reach and the disease that no earthly medicine
can cure. Whence, then, amidst all this accumulated
light respecting the power and the glory of these holy
Bcriptures, springs infidelity ¢ Why, defeated in one
form, routed in one direction, does it return in another §
Why, when all its old posmons have been taken from it ;
when multitudes, who once united with it, bave been won
over to Christianity, does it stil come out of its holes and
dens, and caverns, to harass where it cannot conquer, and
undermine where it cannot directly overthrow % ’

The answer is found, first, in the depravity of man and
the celestial purity of the Gospel; and, second, in the
influences which are at work to destroy the world—
in the power and life of that bad spirit who, with his
angels, ever works in the hearts of the children of diso-
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bedience. The spirit of a pagan Celsus, a Julian, and a Vol-
taire lives still and battles still in behalf of the god of this
world, with all its ancient virulence and cunning. Satan
isnot yect bound. He wanders over the earth ever seek-
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ishes, as his chosen advocates and most efficient partisans,
the very men who argue most stoutly against his existence.
And he does this most consistently ; for just in proportion
as men cease to believe in his existence, will they cease to
strive against his influence; and just as they deny the
plain facts revealed in Scripture respecting him and his
power, will they be prepared to deny every othet fact and
doctrine that may not suit their theories or their fancies.
This is the crooked path of unbelief, that, ere he is aware,
lands the traveler in the morass of a hopeless skepticism ;
and we say, that if you are net prepared to believe in the
existence of evil spirits, you are not prepared to believe
the Bible; and the evidence is furnished, according to our
apostle, that you yourself are under the power of the very
influence you deny to exist.

Now, while all this is true, while it is a fearful and a
solemn fact that the adversary goeth about like a roaring
lion, seeking whom he may devour, and blinding the
minds of men, lest they should believe and be saved ; yet it
is nowhere asserted that his influence is irresistible; that
it is at all in the nature of a charm; that it is not in full
harmony with all the laws of mind, and that under it the
infidel does not act perfectly voluntarily. Mind moves
mind according to the laws originally given of God to
control its movements. Matter moves matter according
to its own laws. So spirit moves spirit according to
spiritual laws which are in harmony with its nature.
Resist the devil and he will flee from you, is the an-
nouncement of that law of voluntariness, according to
which alone the influence of evil spirits can become
paramount in the soul. If you choose to put yourself
under his power, you do it-at your own peril. If you
suffer him to prevail with his arts and appliances until
he blinds you to the beauty, the richness, and life of the
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Gospel of Jesus, then on your own head alone will fall
the weight of condemnation for having rejected the Son
of God.

And here comes in the most impertant question in
this discussion; what are the means which this arch-
deceiver degires. you should employ, as a preparation for
resisting the claims of the Bible? What is the course
of conduct which harmonizes with all his efforts to induce
unbelief in the full ingpiration of the Scriptures ¢ What
are the appliances in connection with which his influence
is exerted ¥ Now these, whatever they may be, are to
us the visible causes of infidelity. He who strikes at
these and resists these, under the impression of their
potency as causes of unbelief, strikes at the person and
resists the influence of the adversary himself., It is no
superstitions power we assert of him; it is something
that associates itself with the known laws of mind and
thus seeks to move the soul. It is thus the power of evil
spirits becomes connected with all the visible and direct
forces of iniquity; and although some men have argued
from this fact against their existence, yet they might,
with equally correct logic, reason God, and the Holy
Ghost, and even man himself out of existence. For it ia
the purpose of the Creator and Preserver to use instru-
ments, and of the Holy Spirit to work by means; man
himself, in every machine he constructs, acts-on the same
principle adopted by the spirits of darkness in their
assanlts upon the faith of the Gospel. What then are
these vigidle causes of infidelity? How are unbelievers
made? What are these outward courses which Satan
chooses men should pursue and in which he seeks to have
them walk? In speaking to you of modern infidelity it
is of vast importance, in the outset, that you have a clear
perception of these visible influences which create it and

18
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give it its character. 'We have recognized the great
agent which is ever operative at all times ; let us look at
the direct means and obvious causes which are, more or
less, associated in different minds with the growth and
maturity of a skeptical spirit,

In the opening of this discussion you will permit me
to remark, that the human mind, in one sense, is not
naturally unbelieving. The intellect of man was con-
structed for light and not for darkness; to appreciate
evidence and assent to it; to entertain the knowledge of
God and not wander in ignorance of him. All the laws
of mind are in harmony with its development in the
reception and belief of the truth. With children there
is, from the start, an implicit reliance on human testi-
mony — a full surrendering of the mind to the evidences
of truth that come before them. No child doubts until
he has been taught it by the deceptions of others, or
pressed to it by the suggestions of an evil heart. Cre-
dulity so marks the blessed period of childhood, that
then even fancies the most grotesque and irrational -often
assume the form of most exciting realities. But as he
advances in life ; as he comes to understand the falsehood
of man ; as his reason develops and unvails the baseless-
ness of former imaginations, doubt grows up in his mind,
and he learns to distrust appearances and refuse an im-
plicit credence to the testimony of his fellow-men. To
believe does not cease to be the original, natural law of
his mind ; but its operation in a healthy soul, mow be-
comes more gnarded ; the necessity of discrimination,
and the vigorous putting forth of all the faculties in the
search after truth is pressed upon him. The counterfeits
do not destroy, but infer the existence of the true. The
effort to detect the base sharpens all the powers to the
perception of that which is of lasting worth. Now the
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more readily a man is able to attain the truth ; the more
easily he perceives and the more heartily he embraces
it, does he rise to the true condition of an intelligent
spirit—ascend above the disturbing influences of time,
and act in harmony with the laws of his original nature.
We are not therefore to seek for the proclivity to unbe-
lief, which is often witnessed, or for the cause of infide-
lity.in any want of capacity or fitness of the intellect to
believe the record God has given of himself; nor in any
natural law which obliges men to be skeptical. The
mind is formed to grasp the truth that lies within the
range of its vision, and unless turned aside by causes
apart from the action of pure reason, it will infallibly
have faith.

But while all this is true, it is equally true, and
equally vital to the question before us, that the mind is
susceptible of being affected, and its convictions changed,
by various causes wholly independent of the truth and
evidence. Man is not mind alone; he has affections,
habits, and prejudices. And these, with their mental
associations, are so linked together, that they may affect
most seriously the general conclusions of the understand-
ing. No man of the least observation, or the least know-
ledge of himself or his fellow-men; no man, who has
engaged in secular business or attended courts of law,
will for a moment doubt that there are various causes
which, in point of fact, do help on the intellectual con-
victions, mould eur opinions,. bias our judgment, and
color our perceptions independently of the simple action
of the understanding in view of the object before it.
Now this is a point of vast importance—a point on which
hinges a man’s responsibility for his belief—a point
where the will comes in to affect the question of what
shall a man helieve. Truth is always the same; and the
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action of the mind itself, when separated from all dis-
turbing causes and operating as pure intellect, would
always be in substance the same. 8o that in every case,
with the same presentation of truth the same conclusions
in essence would be attained. But as men are not pure
intellect ; as the soul is animated by other forces that are
in close communion with the mind and spread over it
their influence, so it comes to pass that the convietions
of the intellect are often distorted from the truth and
error enthrones itself on its seat.

Now were we in search of merely a generic canse
of infidelity, not peculiar to our age, or any one indi-
vidual, or any outward agency, we should, of course,
mention that depravity, which from the fall has flowed
down from sgire to son, from tribe to tribe; from continent
to continent ; that hereditary corruption against which it
is folly to theorize, when the roar and smoke and blood of
a million battle-fields ring in our ears and rise before our
vision ; when the unbroken degeneracy of all nations,
unvisited by the renovating influence of pure religion,
the horrid and polluting superstitions which have over-
spread the earth and shut out the knowledge of the living
and true God, are facts to which all history testities, and
which all the explorations of the present and the past,
into the state of man on this globe, fully affirm. But
while it is true that this generic canse is universal and
gives force and success to the subordinate causes, yet it
is not of it I wish now to speak. We must come down
to those specific causes which prevail, some with one
mind and others with another, to blind them to the light
of the glorious Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Among the first of these, you are to notice the indul-
gence of criminal passions, especially in the practice
of seoret or open tmmoralities. There is, in the holy
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Scriptures so complete an opposition to all that is vile
and polluting ; there is so entire an exclusion of the out-
rageous transgressor from the love and favor of God in
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working of these debasing criminalities. A wicked life
is a grand agent of the adversary to blind the soul.

2d. Corrupt associates are among the most efficient
ministers of Satan, in diffusing the leaven of infidelity.
There is a power of influence, which is given to every
one in greater or less degree, by which he is enabled to
impress himself, his views and his feelings upon his
fellow-men. But this influence, which is entirely inde-
pendent of character and is native to us all, is often
vastly enhanced when it proceeds from those whose
gociety we love, whose favor-we court, whose ridicule
we dread ; when it comes from those, our superiors or
equals in age and station, to whom common pursuits and
common pleasures bind us, and special sympathy attaches
us. Even those whose principles are well settled, who are
anchored fast to the rock of truth, will often find the so-
ciety of such minds, steeled as they are against the truth as
it is in Jesus, and fortified against the evidence which
establishes Christianity, and ever ready to pour their ridi-
cule on the semblance of true piety, a mighty influence
to test the strength of their principles, and diminish
their bravery and decision in the advocacy of them. But
when the young and thoughtless are brought under this
plastic power; when those whose opinions are unformed,
or, if formed, are not at all established by any thorough
process of investigation, are subjected to the combined
ordeal of this popular tribunal; when those who are not
much disposed to resist, or if they are so disposed soon find
themselves without the accouterments for such a conflict,
and unable to stand the shock of infidel arguments
or the more seductive force of sympathy and scorn, then
is it that these corrupt associations reveal their damning
influence, . ?d eré he is aware, the hapless victim
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is borne a passive slave afar from the hope and the
light and glory of the Gospel of Jesus.

“ As a tall ship tossed in troublous seas,
‘Whom raging windes, threatening to make the pray
Of the rougﬁ rocks, doe diversely disease,
Meets two contrarie billowes by the way,
That her on either side doe sore assay,
And boast to swallow her in greedy grave.”
AERIE QUEEN,

It is a fearful influence which we all possess, in some
degree, of stamping our own image on some soul specially
susceptible of impressions from uns; of sending forward
that influence, transmitted through one and another
down the long ages of the future, till having done its
vast work of evil and of good, it receives a final resur-
rection and meets us at the Bar of God. And often, there
are persong of infidel opinions, whose manners are cour-
teous, whose presence is impressive, whose power of win-
ning the unwary and attaching the thoughtless to them-
selves is very great; who during a brief life will breathe
the poison of their opinions into many an ingenuous mind
and alienate from the living oracles many a youth who,
but for them, might have ascended to immortal life.
Thus, infidelity is propagated by sympathy and associa-
tion, by ridicule and sophistry carried home to the heart
by the living voice. And there is many an infidel who
will have, hereafter to meet, not only his own stupid and .
wicked rejection of the Gospel, but the accusations of
those who, through his example and his instructions, have
been led to trample upon the ordinances of religion, and
deny the revelation of Jehovah,

. 8d. Infidel literature furnishes one of the fullest foun-
tains for the spread of infidelity. Infidel books —books
written expressly to overturn the authority of Scrip-
tures —books without a mask, bearing the horrid image
of unbelief on their title-pages, are comparatively rare.
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Yet rare as they are, they are accessible to all who seek
for them, and to multitudes who do not seek for them,
they are often offered. Societies have existed in times
past, in several of the principles cities of this Union, and
in this city there is one at this time, whose object has
been, and is in part, to print and circulate such works as
are designed to overturn the inspiration of the Scriptures
and banish Christian institutions from the world. But
evil as these may be in their place and sphere, they are
not at all to be dreaded in comparison with a different
set of instrumentalities which the great adversary wields
to nullify the saving power of the Gospel. It is not the
open foe we most dread : it is not him who challenges you
to the combat ; who defies the armies of the living God ;
who comes forth with the maniacal frenzy of Shelley, as,
coursing in the fiery chariot of his eloquence, he shakes
his spear against the Almighty and dares the dread
thunderbolts of the Christian’s God ; who stands up like
Paine with truculent visage and blasphemes the incarnate
Bon, that the Church has most reason to fear. There isa
madness in their very look, and a visible imprint of the
arch fiend upon their every page, which shock the uncor-
rupted soul and bid it beware of the fiery deep into which
such leaders would plunge it. But it is the cowardly assas-
sin, the dark minded traitor who steals into your confi-
fidence that he may the more effectually destroy you; who
enters your camp that he may prostrate all your defenses
and leave you a prey to the violence of your worst enemy.
There was an age when infidelity had an appearance of
manliness about it ; when it lifted its frightful head and
dared withont a screen to hiss against the living oracles.
But since the mighty battle on the evidences; since
routed, stripped, despoiled, it was compelled to flee, it
has grown wary, and with a coward heart, toils to under-
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mine what it does not hope openly fairly to overcome.
Its tactics are greatly changed. It praises the Bible and
refuses to obey it. It calls it God’s word and interprets
it to suit its own lusts. It believes in its inspiration, but

19
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While it professes all respect for revelation and Christi-
anity; it misrepresents vital piety, and scorns the doc-
trines of prophets and apostles. It laughs at the failure
of goodness and glorifies honor, pride, style, rank,
revenge and sensuality. It is saturated with the spirit
of the infidel, while it holds up its hands in holy horror
at the name. It will not denounce the Bible; but evan-
gelical piety, the directest and purest fruit of its teach-
ings, it counts an excess of superstition. Our youth are
trained to unbelief through newspapers, reviews, tra-
vels, romances and essays. They are prepared to regard
vital religion as a fanaticism by the plausible imagina-
tions of pretended thinkers, and the everlasting self-
glorification of writers whose chief merit lies in the
originality with which they have reproduced long ex-
ploded theories, and the success with which they have
gilded the sepulchers of defunct errors. There is an as-
sumption and air of profundity which characterize most
of this class of masked infidels, while they retail the
stolid fancies stolen from Paganism and baptized with
the name of religion. Few of the more popular writers
have suffered the Bible to hold its proper place in their
works, or have thought it unnecessary to cater to human
depravity to secure the widest circle of admirers. Thus
is there an atmosphere created and breathed by multitndes
adverse to the growth of a deep and strong faith in the
living word of God ; and thus does an infidel literature
serve as one of Satan’s most efficient ministers in blind-
ing the minds of men to the Gospel of Jesus.

4. The pride of opinion and science is now, as it ever
has been, a preparatory cause of infidelity. There is
often a subtile pride of the heart, which manifests itself
in no way so decidedly as in the assumption of infallibi-
lity in argument and correctness of opinion. There is a
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pride of science, which disdains to receive what it cannot
master, and is offended with simple truths that offer
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when it cannot deny the historic evidences of inspira-
tion, when it cannot gainsay the internal evidences, yet
assumes, after all this is admitted, to pronounce upon the
rationality of truths declared ; which builds its own hypo-
thesis npon some assumed interpretation and thus rejects
whatever will not harmonize with it. And thus when
men enter upon the perusal of the Bible, not to receive
light, but to give it; not to sit at Christ’s feet as learn-
ers, but to magnify their own understanding, at length
come to disbelieve the revelation as God gave it, and
frame for themselves a revelation such as God never gave.

5. Another source of infidelity, and means of promot-
ing it, is the want of a thorough and truly religious
education of the children and youth of even nominal
believers. It is a lamentable fact that multitudes act on
the infidel maxim, in the training of their children, that
as they cannot understand all about Christianity in
childhood, they will teach them nothing but its general
moralities and a few practical truths: an idea of edu-
cation this, which is the mother of great evils. The
mind, from infancy, is a constant receiver of ideas and
impressions It is an engine, always in motion, of extra-
ordinary sensitiveness, of vigorous imagination, and
strong memory. And although reason may be weak, yet
the other powers of the soul are exceedingly active in
receiving and creating impressions. If a youth does not
learn and is not taught Christian theology, it will be
taught the infidel’s theology ; if it imbibes not Christian
truth, it will the errors that swarm wherever there are
wicked men and godless books to propagate them. And
go it is an absolute necessity to begin, with the first dawn
of reason, to instruct the child in the truths of religion.
Not only is this essential — not only is it of vital impor-
tance to take the first step, but there is to be a progress
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