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T HE

PREFACE

WK T may perbaps be alledged, that a
; IX; Piece on the Gofpel Mini&l:y would

bave come with a better Grace from

Jome of my Fathers in this Office,
whofe greater Experience bas taught them
Wifdom, and whofe Years would bave pro-
cured Attention fo their judicious Semtiments.
To which I readily agree. But, altho® fuch
of thefe as 1 bave comverfed with think, that a
Piece, wherein this Subjeit would be particu-
larly, and candidly confidered, might be of fin-
gular Service, efpecially in the prefent Circum-
Sances of the Church : Yet, I find they are jo
engaged in other weighty Affairs, that they
cannot attend to this, at prefent, bow much fo-
ever they defire it.

As I apprebended there was a loud Call for
Juch a Piece; and as my Office obliges me to
ufe my beft Endeavcurs for the Good of the
Church, I determin’'d upon a brief Effay. If
a Performance more particular and finifbed fball

appear
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appear neceflary, I bope feme abler Hand will feck the
undertake it. and en
Altha’ I am fully convinced, that thorough Lords
and frequent Reviews of the Gofpel Miniftry confider
would greatly tend to difcover to thofe engaged  baoping
therein both their Duty and Deficiencies, and fo which
would lead to greater Circumfpeition : fnd fur- Ana
ther, tho' I might bumbly hope that the follow- upon d
g Piece, bow far fhort foever it comes of giv- nifters
ing a Compleat View of this Miniftry, might, itfelf
nevertbelefs, excite feme of my Bretbren to fuch who )
Reviews; and that it would not therefore be their (
entirely in vain with regard even to them: | Godsi
Yet the doing Sexvice to Candidates for the Mi- of, an
niftiry, and likewife to the Laity, bas more ¢f- as are
pesially been my Hope, and for this bave I ftu- ing all
died, der fu
1t is too evident, that many who are far from enced
being duly qualified for the Miniftry, are, not As
withflanding, eager in grafping after it 5 very Candi
likely, from a View of obtaining, not only a ercife,
Genteel, but, as they may think, an ealy Em- . Wa
ployment , while fome others, who might be very to Q
Serviceable to the Church, are overly timorous be re
and fby of this Office. An Apprebenfion, there- wWarr
fore, that the following Piece was not oniv Fudg:
found, but in fome Meafure calcalated togive a with
Check to the Thoughtlefs Impetuofity of the they ¢
. former, and bring them, in the firfp Place, ta Tnqui.

Jeek |
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feck the Qualifications neceffary 3 and to excite
and encourage the latter to venture into the
Lord’s Harveft : This Apprebenfion, I [ay, bas
confiderably induced me to publifb this Piece;
boping for God’s Bleffing upon bis own Truth,
which alone can make it truly ufeful.

And as there are too many at this Day who,
upon different Accounts, vilify and contemn M-
nifers in General, and [fome even the Office
itfelf 5 and, comparatively, but few of thofe,
who profefs otherwife, who rightly improve
their Opportunitiesy, an Hope therefore, thro’
God's Bleffing, of bringing fome to more juft ldeas
of, and a duc Regard to this Office, and fuch
as are faithful thereiny and a Defire of induc-
ing all to be more careful about improving un-
der [fuch precious Means, bave greatly influ
enced me in Wis Affair.

As the following  Inquiry, viz. Whether a
Candidate’s Declaration of his own perfonal Ex-
ercife, and Experience in Religion, given in the
Way of a Narrative of thefe, or in Anfwer
to Queftions put to bim concerning them, fhould
be required by a ]udimture as one appointed,
warrantable, and wfeful Mean of forming a
Fudgment of bis experimental Acquaintance
with Religion, according to which Fudgment
they are to admit or reject himy I fay, as this
Dnquiry las been the Matier of much Conver-

Jation
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Jation, for this Reafon feme may think ftrange
of my not difcuffing it in the following Piece :
It is therefore needful to obferve, that I bave
purpofely avoided this, with fome other Mat-
sers vefpeiting the Miniflry, debated among
Proteftants, from a Fear of what might pre-
vent that Harmony in the Church which 1
pray and bope for 3 and that I might gain the
more [erious Attention to the important Points
difcourfed of. Yet, as 1 find that many bave
wite wrong Apprebenfions of the Condull of
}ame Minifters, with regard to the Examina-
bion of Candidatesy and f[uppofe that they are
againft licencing any, but fuch as they are fully
affured bave true Piety, and who can tell the
Time and Place of their Converfion; itis, on
this Account, needful I fhould firive to unde-
ceive fuch, by f[etting this Matter in a juft
7aght. I therefore obferve, that I never knew
any fuch Thing requived : But on the contrary,
that thofe who are moft intent upon the firiit
Examination of Candidates, with re[pef? to
their religious Experiences, are fo far from in-
Siking for a full Affurance of the Converfion
of [uch, that they don't require that even Can-
didates themfelves fbould bave this Affurance of
their own Converfion 5 much lefs that they fhould

be able ta tell the Time and Place of it.
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But, what is required is, that a Candidate
fhould give fuch a Declaration of bis own per-
fomal Exercije and Experience in Religion, as
shat this, in Conjunition with am orthodox
Profeflion of Chriftian Doflrines, and a Got-
pel Converfation, fhould contain fuch Things,
as do, according to the Scriptures, conflitute
true Holinefs, and indicate a Mind duly af-
fected with divine Things. And they agre.,
that thefe Things do, for the prefent, afford e
feriptural Ground for a Fudicature charita-
bly 20 Fudge that a Candidate is not barely &
nominal Chriftian, but experimentally ac-
quainted with a Work of faving Grace. And
further, that no Profeffion, or Declaration of
Experiences afford fufficient Reafon for fuch a
Fudgment of Charity, where the Life is bad ;
nor a regular Life afford fufficient Reafon for
it, while Perfons are Strangers to Chriftian
Experiences. ' _

Whatever Vices I bave [poken againff, [
bave made Application to no particular Perfons
or Parties among ProteBants, but have lft
that to God and Men's own Confciences; and
pray that the Guilty, whoever they are, may
duly confider their Evils, and reform.. And as
I have not defired to fay any Thing with a
View to fir up criminal Paffions in the
Breafts of Meny fo, I hope, nothing I l;qwg;

]

2 2t
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faid will bave that Effe? with fuch as are
labouring to be faithful, or willing to be re-
formed. As to others, there is no avoiding
tbeir Difpleafure, but by concealing the Truslh,
or flattering them. God forbid that I fhould
Sudy their Gratification !

Plainne(s more than Eligance bas been
Study in all I bave written. If any fball
be difpleafed with cither the Matter or Mode
of Expreffion, I bope they will ever find me
ready to receive Light 5 and to confefs a Fault,
when I am convinced of it.  As to thofe, whofe
malevolent Temper leads them to try to flab the
Characiers of fuch as vindicate the Things they
diflike 5 and being afraid of their own Caufe,
and defirous to give the more fatal Strokes 1o
their Antagonifts, meanly {kulk in the Dark ;
I bope God will either deliver me from them,
or give me Grace Patiently to bear Reproaches
for the Truth's Sake, knowing that it is but
fer a Moment, that fucb Men can be trou-
blefome to the Church of Chrift, or injurious to
me. -

oo
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ESSAY

ON T HE
GosreEL MINIsSTRY,

ojiocfofiocioofio ofocfoofoofocfoofo
SECTION L

Of the NaTuRE of the Gofpel Minifiry.

Need ESUS CHRIST, who is called
E ] & Wonderful, Counfellor, the Mighty
God, tbe Everlafting Father, the

Prince of Peace, (a) being given

to be Head over all Things to the Church,
() and having received Gifts for Men, (c)
hath, agreeab %c to this Authority, ap-
pomtcd Officers from among Men, and
furnithed them with Qualifications for the
Scrvice of the Church; and, in all Ages,
B made

(a) Ifa. ix, 6. (4) Eph. i, 23, (c) Pfal, Ixviii, 18,
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made ufe of fuch as his Minifters in carry-
ing on the great Work of Salvation.

Of this Office we are now to fpeak under
the Title of the Gofpel Miniftry.

It is an Office, inftituted by the Lord,
w:h a View to form to himfelf a Church
in the World, and to aflift his Pcople in
their Way *o Salvation, by adminiftring the
Ordinances of theGofpel among them. This
Office is of an holy and {piritual Nature ; de-
figned to propagate, and eftablifh a Religi-
on, unto which Mankind are naturally a-
verfe; and to militate againft their darling
Schemes, and beloved Vices: This is the
Reafon why fo many treat it with Difrefpeét,
and even impious Contempt; Becaufe ye are
not of the World, fays our Lord, but I
bave chofen you out of the World, therefore
the World hateth you.(d) Others, from E-
ducation, imbibe ftrong Prejudices againft
it; being brought up, from their Infancy,
among thofe whofe corrupt Principles lead
them to defpife Religion altogether: And
the inconfiftent Condué of fome, who fu-
ftain the Sacred Character, affords a plaufi-
ble Reafon to others, not only for defpifing
the Minifters of God, but their very Office
itfelf. On fuch Accounts is the Miniftry,

loaded
(4) John xv. 19.
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On the GosreL MINISTRY. 3

loaded with Inveétives, called a Trade, and
the Occupation of Hirelings.

But, although, it juitly happens to fome,
as to the Priefts of old, that their vile Con-
du&t makes them contemptible and bafe before
all the People ; (¢) and altho’ too many have
no better End in View than to gain Ho-
nour, or make a Living by this Office, and
fo juftly deferve the Appellation of Hire-
lings ; yet, neither the Prejudices of People,
on the one Hand, nor the bafe Conduét of
fome Minifters, on the other, can afford any
juft Reafon for vilifying it, or thofe who
fuftain it with Dignity and good Behaviour.

Nothing is more clear and inconteftable,
in the facred Scriptures, than that the Gof-
pel Miniftry is of divine Appointment :
Hence thofe Officers are ftiled Ambafladors
for Chrift, (f) who, in his Stead, treat with
Sinners ; and the Miniftry of Reconciliation is
faid to be given unto them. (g) They are alfo
called Workers together with God, (b) Angels,
and Bifbops. (/) Our Lord himfelf fet apart,
and authorized the firft Gofpel Minifters,
and ordered them to go and teach all Nati-
ons, baptizing them in the Name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy

Ghaft ;
() Mal. ii. 9. (f) 2 Cor. v. 20. (g) 2 Cor. v. 18.
(/) 2 Cor. viv 1. (i) 1+ Tim. jii. 1. Rev, div 1,
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-~ Ghofty teacking them to obferve all Things o

swhatfoever be bad commanded. (k) And this
Authority is to be regularly convey'd to
others until the End of the World, ac-
cording to the Diretions given in the New-
Teftament. The Apoftle Paul gives-particu-
lar Inftructions relating to this Affair in his
Epittles to Timotby and Titus. The only
Scripture I fhall mention further, with re-
gard to this, is that in the Epiftle to the
Ephefians, where the Apoftle, fpeaking of
Chrift’s authorizing Men for this Work,

tells us, that be gave fome Apoftles and fome
_ Prophets; and fome Evangelifiss

Siry 5 that the Body of Chrift might be edifi-
ed; and the Saints helped on to Perfetti-
on. (H— This—T '
thefe Church Officers are of different Sorts.
Some of them have been more efpecially
employed in revealing new Laws and Doc-
trines, as a Rule of Faith and Pratice, to
the Church. Thefe were obliged to give
fome divine Atteftations of their Authority,
before Men could be obliged to believe
their Dottrines, or give them that Recepti-
on due to their extraordinary Character;
and to this End they were empowered to

- work_

T Uy Mat, xxviik 19, 20, () Eph. iv. 11, 12, 13,
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the Scriptures has been clofed, there has
not been the fame Neceflity of them. Such
therefore who have, from that Time, af-
| fumed the Name, proper only to fuch extra-
"""""""""""" —ordmary Ml ;I een—no-more
than falfe Pretenders ; difcovered themfelves
to be wild Enthufiafts, inftead of rational
Teachers of the Word; and laboured ra-
ther, to make Schifms in the Body of Chrift,
than unite and maintain the Harmony of
. the Members: Of this Sort there have been
1 fome in almoft every Age of the Church,
T But_as my Defign in this Eflayis not to
enquire into the ditferent Orders of Ecclefi-
aftical Officers, or the Limits of their re-
fpective Powers ; I fhall pafs on to obferve,
'That the ordinary Gofpel Minifters, of
perpetual Standing, are fuch who are ap-
pointed to guide the Church to Salvation,
by opening and applying the Rule and Doc-
trines already delivered in the holy Scrip-
tures. ~ And, as thefe bring no new Reve-
lations, they nced no new Miracle to prove
their Call to the Service of the Church.
{ Now not only the Society to which I belong,
but, I apprehend, a great Body of the Pro-
«  teftant Church, both in Eurepe and Ameri-
———ta;-doconchudeand-Fthinkjultly;that the

) —e—— Paltors

work Miracles. But, fince the Cannon of
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Paftors and Teachers, mentioned in the laft may Jav:
quoted Text, are (unlefs we admit Evan- them. (m
gelifts) the only Gofpel Minifters of perpe- ithnefs «
tual Standing, who are authorized to admi- lieve. (»
nifter all the Ordinances of Chrift’s Houfe 5 {—————Secone
and, that thefe are defigned, when the Ti- refuting
tles of Elder, Bithop, and Angle, are given Champt
to Minifters in the New-Teflament. It is they ou
however to fuch ordinary Church Officers, to exhe
as arc authorized to adminifter all the Ordi- They f
nances Chriit has appointed in his Church, proved :
that this Difcourfe refers; and fuch Iin- Gravity
——the-Whele;:——— | for Go- |
The Scriptures ate given to thefe for their Thir.
Diretory, in all Things that tend to pro- _ profefl
——mote the Salvatiomof Men. ~They are not | regula
left to follow their own Inventions; their their F
Work is prefcribed and limited. We fhall feparat.
confider it, as to its publick and private appoin
Nature. The publick confifts chiefly in | Churc
the following Particulars : ' ‘ lar Du
Firft, In Preaching the Word for the | Their
Converfion of the Ungodly ; and the Efta- i diftin¢
blithment, and Comfort of true Believers. ders t
To them s committed the Word and Miniftry
of Reconciliation y in the Difcharge of which (m)1T
- Trult, the greateft Care is, without Doubrt, L B () ‘}
required of them.  They are to rake Heed

1o
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to themfelves, and to their Dollrine, that they
mav fave both themfelves and thofe who bear
them. (m) It has pleafed God, by the Fool-
ithnefs of Preaching to fave them that be-
lhieve. (») |
Secondly, “Tn-vindicating—the Truthy;—and—
refuting Error ; they are to a¢t the Part of
Champions for the Faith: To this End,
they ought to be able by found Dolirine, botb
tc exhort and convince the Gainfayers. (o)
They thould fudy to render themfelves ap-
proved :  In Dofirine, [bewing Incorrupinefs,
Gravity, Sincerity, fourd Speech, that cannot
~ be condemned. (p) ~ They are to be-Witneffes -
for God. (q) b S
Thirdly, In colletting together Chrift’s
profefling Difciples; in forming them into

regular worfhiping Societies ; and receiving
their Engagements to be the Lord's. Paul
Jeparated the Difciples; (r) and Elders were
appointed by the Apoftles in the feveral
Churches ; to all whom were given particu-
lar Direétions relative to their Deportment.
Their being thus gathered, and united into
diftin& Bodies, and thus organized, ren-
ders the Care and Burthen of a Paftor more

light;

(m) 1 Tlmxv 16. (n) 1 Cor. i. 21. (o) Tit.i. 9.
(p) Tit. 1i. 8. (g) Rev. xi. 3. (r}-AQRs%ixrg—
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~ “light; and advantageoully dlfpoﬁ.s them for
each others mutual Affiftance.

Fourtbly, In adminiftring the Sacraments
of Baptifm and the Lord’s Supper : The for-

mer for their vifibl: Imtlauon mto the

0

Earth, |
Lord wi
duét.
ven, by

Church; 10 which ~
were inftruGed to teach all Nations, bap-
tizing them. The latter for the Comfort and
Sunport of Believers; and for their Affi
fhnce, in keeping up the Remembrance of
Chrift. In this, the Godly openly acknow-
ledge Chrilt, and his Caufe; and teftify
their Love to him, and to one another; as

- well as feed upon, and derive Stréngth from™

him by Faith.

Fiftbly, In guiding and directing God’s
People in their worfhiping Aflemblies; and
taking Care that all Things be done decently,
and in Ordcr Which is one Reafon, doubt-
lefs, why they are termed Owerfeers and
Leaders.

Sixthly, In exercifing, in Conjunc'tlon
with the Elders, their Affiftants in Church
Government, that Difcioline which Chrift
has appointed ; binding over fandalous Im-
penitents to God’s ]udgments ; and fetting
the Penitent at Liberty. What they, ac-
cording to Chrilt’s Will, bind on Earth fball
be bound in Lleaven; and what they loofe on
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Farth, fball be loofed in Heaven, (s) i. e. the
Lord will ratify and approve of their Con-
du@®. They are to purge out the old Lea-
ven, by putting away fcandalous Profef-
fots 3 to refeft-Hereticks after-proper Admo-
nition ; and to rebuke publickly open Offend-
ers, that otbers alfo may fear. ffe they ne-

¢ ——

gle@ the due Exercife of Difcipline, the

B Church under their Care will be like a City

B that is broken down, and without Walls.

The Minifterial Work, as to its private
Nature, confifts,

iy In_ﬁudyinﬁ-and‘prcpaﬁngfos' pub-

| lick Duties. Minifters are to fludy, with

the View to jioew themfelves approved; (¢) tg,

B give themfelves to Reading, to Exbortation,
MR /¢ Dotirine, and to meditate on tkefe Things.
(#) Their Words fhould be well ordered
who fpeak for God.

| Secondly, In perfonally *converfing with
. their Hearers, in order to inftruét them
in doubtful Cafes; to bring the Truth
with Pungency, and more particular Ap-
{)]ication to their Confciences; and to
[ know what Effes it may have had upon
j them. By this Means they are better ena-
| bicd to judge of their Succefs, and the
C Meafures

(s) Mat, xvui. 18, (/) 2 T, ii. 15, (w) 2 Tim,
' . 13, 13, T
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Meafures moft proper to be taken, and the

Dottrines and Pragtices to be infifted upon
in publick. The Apoftle Paul taught
from Houfe to Houfe. (v)  Minifters are
Shepherds, and fhould be diligent to know
she State of thesr Flocks, and look well to
shéir Herds. (w) Church Hiftory furnithes
us with many Inftances of the remarkable
Succefs that has attended the private La-
bours of God’s Servants. Minfters are to
give themfelves wholely to the Work of
alliiting Men in the Way to Salvation ;
and to neglect no Means tending thereto.
Now, feeing this Method is fo likely to be
beneficial, it muft bz very criminal to o-
verlook it 3 cfpecially in time of Sicknefs
among their Parifhoners ; for then the
Thoughts of their near Approach to Eter-
nity are moft apt to make them attentive
to Inftruction; #nd their ipiritual Circum-
ftances are often very diftrefling, and loud-
ly call for fuch an Interpreter, as, in the
Book. of Fob, is called ome among a Thou-
Jand. (%)

Thirdly, Catechizing, and inftruting
their Hearers in a found and approved Sy-
ftem of Divinity, is an excellent Way of

promoting

(v) Ads xx. 2z0. (w) Prov. xxvii, 23.
(x) JOb o‘xxﬁic 130

- . _ - B
\
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promoting Religion, and what Minifters
jhould by no Means negle. The Scrip-
tures djvide Congregations into him tbat
catechizeth, and bim that is catechized, fay-
ing, let bim that is taugot in the Word, or
(as it is in the Original) catechized, commu-
nicate unto bim that. teacheth, or catechizeth,
in all good Things. (y) This Method was
much in Ufe in the earlieft Ages of Chri-
{tianity ; and found to be of unfpeakable
Service. The Papifis, fpeaking of the
Time of the Reformation, fay, that the
Proteftants gained all the Advantages they
then had over them, by being firt in this
Method of Ceatechizing. And it is faid,
That Fulian, that he might entirely root
| out Chriftianivy, fupprefled all Chriftian
! Schools, and Places of Catechizing; which
, gave Occafion to one of faying, * If -he
* had not been as a Cloud that foon pafieth
“ away, it might have been feared that,
“in a fhort Time, he would have over-
‘ thrown all Religion ;" for fthortly after
the Prohibition of this excellent Method,
was the whole chriftian Church overfpread
with Ignorance : ’Tis Pity chat any Mini-
fters fhould now neglet it wheg they may
carry it on without Fear or Reftraint.

Thefe

() Gal. vi. 6.
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Thefe are the principal Branches of that

rand Work of the Miniftry. And in thefe

e Meflengers of Chrift fhould, dgubtlefs,
be en agcdg-,

Fir}, With much Plainnefs, Freedom,
and unaffeéted Sincerity. Truth needs no
Vail ; and he who efpoufeth, and practif
eth it, need not be athamed of the Light;
nor ufe any Slightnefs, or fecret difhonour-
able Contrivances; for fuch Policy, being
contrary to true Piety, is too fubtile to be

ood; and God would not that his Caufe

ould be promoted in any fuch Manner.
Our Saviour eftablithed his holy Religion
by no infinuating difingenuous Arts; nor
ever accommodated divine Truths to the
depraved Tafte of Men; nor couched his
Ideas in Words and Phrafes unintelligible
to the Bulk of Hearers; fo neither fhould
his Minifters. How noble was the Exam-
ple of the Apoftles, who remounced the
bidden things of Difbonefly, not walking in
Craftinefs, nor bandling the Word of God de-
ceitfully 5 but by Manifeflation of the Truth,
comm.:.ding themfelves to every Man’s Confci-
ence in the Sight of God. (y)

Secondly, They fhould carry on this fa-
cred Work of theirs with the greateft So-

lemnity ;
{r) 2 Cor. iv. 2.

On i

lemnityy €
That they
render an
Ambaffade
the Affair
Thir dl)’a
left they
Aﬂd lCﬁa
mours of
their Lal
great nee
barmlefs
dence, I
cate a St
Fourth
Branches
derly car
even as ¢
doing W
L.ord. (_a
mineeril
have as
as Serv
like hir




On the GospeL MINISTRY. 13

lemnity, ever confidering its Importance :
That they watch for Souls as they who muft
render an oAccount ; and that, being the
Ambaffadors of Chrift, they are tranfalting
the Affairs of his Kingdom.

Thirdly, They fhould Cautioufly attend,
leit they mifmanage fo weighty a Caufe:
And left, by reafon of the difficult Hu-
mours of Men, and Wiles of the Devil,
their Labours be fruftrated. They had
great need to be wife as Serpents; as well as
barmlefs as Doves ; for Piety, without Pru-
dence, is too fimple to be fafe in fo intri-
cate a State of Things.

Fourtbly, They ought to perform thefe
Branches of their Work Affeftionately, ten-
derly caring for the infant Flock of Chrift,
even as a Nurfe cherifbeib ber Children ; (%)
doing what they do heartily, as unto the
Lord. (a) It 1s not theirs to aét in a do-
mineering Manner, as Mafters ; but be-
have as Helpers to the oy of Believers, and
as Servants for Chriff’s Sake 5 (b) willing,
like him, to wath the Difciples Feet; 1

fpend, and be [penty nay, to become all

Things to all Men, that by ail Means they may
Jave fome. (c)
Fiftbly,
() 1 Thef, ii. 7. (a) Col, iii. 23. (4) 2 Cor. i.
24. 2 Cor iv, 5. () 1 Cor, ix. z2.

¢
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Fiftbly, They ought to be Diligently
employed, in Seafon, and out of Seafom: (d)
Men foon forget what they heary and foon
lofe the Impreffions of the Word: They
muft therefore have Line upon Line, Fre-
cept upon Precept, bere a Little, and there a
Little. (e)

Sixtbly, They ought Patiently to go
through their difficult Work. Many are
the Grievances they are cailed upon to fuf-
fer with a becoming Temper: For, as
one exprefles himfelf on this Head, ¢ None
“ receive more unworthy Treatment than
<¢ faithful Minifters ; Earth and Hell are
“ up in Arms againft them ; they are the
“ Song of the Drunkard, the Objeéts of
* Lampoon : The Prophane, and Infidels
“ fharpen ‘their Tongues as Arrows and
“ thoot out bitter Words : The unfanéti-
“ fied Wit fatyrizes their ferious Expreffi-
“ons; and the Proud have them in De-
‘““ rifion: None are more expofed than
“ they to Mifconftruétion, to ignorant and
“ malicious Cenfures, and evil Reports.”
Wicked Men contrive the moft effectual
Ways of deftroying a good Character. Re-
port, fay they, and we will report it; ¢.d.
do you tell Lies of him, and we will fpread

them.
(d) 2 Tim, iv, 2. (¢) Ifa. xxviii. 10,
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them. Thus it comes to pafs, that the Mi-
nifters of Chrift often lofe the Favour of
Friends; fee their Enemies encreafe; and
hear all Manner of Evil fpoken againft
them falfely : And befides all this, they
often labour in vain, and {pend their
Strength for-Nought; a diftrefling Cafe !
but patiently waiting on God is a noble
Remedy : They ought to encosrage them-
felves in the Lord ; and with Meeknefs con-
tinue labouring to inftruct thofe that are
out of the Way. .

Finally, they ought to be Cinflamt in
their pious Endeavours ; having pus their
Hand to the Plough, tbey ought not to /ook
back 5 (f) nor baving begun sn the Spirit to
end in the Flefh. (7) How abfurd, nay,
highly irreligious, is the Conduét of thofe,
who at firft make a great Shew with their
Zeal and Fervenyy, and when they have
gained the Applaufe of the Populace, are
eafy and contented ; and of thofe, who ufe
extraordinary Diligence as an Artifice to
obtain a Settlement, and, that procured,
turn out lazy Drones or covetous World-

lings.
SEC-

(/) Luke ix. 62. (g) Gal. iii. 3.
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0RO ONONCICRL RO RN D
SECTION IL

Of ibe PROPRIETY of employing Men in
y " this Miniftry. o
‘A S in fecular Kingdoms, it is proper,
that the Officers be fuch as are beft
adapted to perform the Services, in fuch
a Manner, * as will be moft comfortable and
beneficial to the Subjeéts; and will re-
dound moft to the Monour and Safety of
the Prince; fo ?the Kingdom of God.
The glorious End of his ereéting his King-
dom of Grace was, that he might illuftrate
his Perfetions in the Salvation of Sinners
of the humane Race. Now, what here
follows is defigned to fhew, that under J E-
SUS CHRIST Men appear moft fit
to be openly employed in carrying on this
Work. o
When we fpeak of the Service of Men
as being requifite for promoting the Work
of Salvation, and the Glory of God there-
in, we would not be underftood to mean,
that Man’s eternal Felicity could not be

cffeted without this Service: Doubtlefs .

God, who out of nothing created all
Things, without the Help of Inftruments,
can, without their Concurrence, immedi-

ately




On the Gosper MinisTry. 17

ately fit Sinners for his Service heré, and
Glory hereafter. And whatever Means he
makes ufe of, the Power, by which they be-
come effetual to the obtaining of their End,
isall his own : Neitber is be that planteth any
thing, nor be that watereth; but God whe
giveth the Increafe. (b)) If many were not
turned from Sin and Satan to God, with-
out the Miniftry of Men, what Hopes
could we entertain of thofe who are borm
deaf, or die in Infancy ? Yet feeing God
defigns to promote the Salvation of Men in
a Way moft congruous to their Natures;
and, by rational Means, vifibly to treac
with, and draw Men to himfelf ; there are
feveral Things that may induce us to think
it moft proper, that he thould make ufe of
Men in this Work. God, Himfelf, wha
does all Things in the wifeft Manner, and
according to the Counfel of bis own Will, hag
determined it by his fixing on M:n. Aad
no doubt it was in Kindnefs to Men that
God chofe thofe of their own Species tq
treat with them, rather than that he fhould
do it immediately : For fhould he himfelf
addrefs us, as he once did the Ifaclites,
we could not ftand before fuch Purity of
Holinefs, and Excefs of Glory: We fhould
D be

(5) 1 Cor. ui. 7.

/
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be ready to join with them in faying, Let
Men fpeak to us, and we will bear, -but let
not God [peak to us, lefp we die. (i) Thofe
foft Words, * This is my beloved Som --- bear
“ bim, {poken by a Vioice from the excel-
¢ lent Glory, at our Lord’s Transfigurati-
¢ on, made the Difciples jfore afm’f and
all on their Faces.”

Tho’ the Angels may very profitably be
employ’d in carrying on the Work of Man’s
Salvation in a fecret and invifible Manner, as
the Scriptures tell us they all are : Yet,
they are too fplendid and glorious to hold
open, frequent, and familiar Converfe with
the obfcure and imperfe&t Sons of Men.
Some of the holicft of meer Men have
been ready to faint, and even to fhrink in-
to nothing at their Appearance ; which was
- eminently the Cafe with the Prophet Dani-
el. (k) Tho’ they fhould always put on
fome humble Form when they addreffed
Mortals; yet, a Confcioufnefs of their Pu-
rity and fuperior Grandure would overawe
and confound : But with Men, who are
formed out of the Clay, are of like Paffions
with ourfelves, and interefted in the fame
Things, we can be familiar, and hear them
without Terror. And fince they are lx;
. li

‘i) E)Wd. AX. 19, (‘) Dﬂno x. 8, !6, Ly
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hke miferable Circumftances with thofe
they addrefs; and muft give an Ac.
count to God for their Conduct, they have
the ftrongeft Excitements to Earneftnefs
and Importunity. And if they are duly
qualified for their Work they will not fa
to be affeCtionate in their Addreffes, and
eagerly to profecute their Work. For fuch
as are duly qualified, have been made
fenfible of their own wretched and miferable
State by Nature; and fo can the more
clearly and affe&ingly reprefent the de-
ftructive and odious Nature of Sin, the
Corruptions of the Heart, and Man’s ut-
ter Inability to help himfelf. Thc'y are
alfo in a Way of Recovery themfielves,
have received Chrift by Faith, and attained
to a gracious Change of Heart; fo that
they can fweetly and diftinétly reprefent
the Beauties of Immanuel, the Comforts
of true Religion, and the Exercifes of a
gracious Sou%; and their renewed Nature
will lead them to do thefe Things chear-
fully and diligently. Befides, as Preach-
crs of our own Fleth and Blood are to be
faved in the very Way they recommend to
us, it is natural to fuppofe, that their great
Concern and Care for themfelves, and Im-

portunity with us, would the more readily
affelt
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affe and engage us; for where there is a
common Intereit, the Condu& of one has

reat Influence on that of his Fellows. And,

inally, it is a Matter of great Importance,
that, fuch Clay Veflels being the Inftru-
ments, we are not {o apt to afcribe the won-
derful Effeéts to them; but the Excellency
of the Power more clearly appears to be of
God; and to him, as is meet, redounds ‘all
the Glory.

As the Propriety of employing Men in
this Miniftry is now evident from what
has been obferved, let me here fubjoin the
following neceffary Confideration, viz. That
the Greatnefs and Multiplicity of Services
requifite in the Church; the Weaknefs and
ln?u’ﬁciency of moft Men to perform them;
mfdnr with the man; Avocations they are
lisble to, render it evident, that fome, who
are more holy, wife and prudent, than o-
thers, fhould be fet apart to wait on this
Work continually; and who, as they are
to be wholely employed for the Publick,
thould be fupported by it.

QX042

SEC.

of

fice,
ceed
on <

whi
in 1
rebx
ing
En
TAl
Mi.
of
wh
col

nit
to!
n
be




On the Gosper MINISTRY. 23

SVE LIl o
SECTION 1L

Of tbe ImpoRTANCE of the Gofpel Miniftry.

HAT has been faid, relative to
the Nature of the Minifterial Of-
fice, implys its Importance. But the ex-
ceeding Weight of it will more fully appear
on confidering the following Particulars.
Firff, The Nature of thofe Things to
which it refers. We may fum them all up
in thefe two, viz. The Reconciliation of
rebellious Sinners to God; and the Train-
ing them up for his Service here, and the
Enjoyment of him hereafter. The immor-
TAaL SouL oF MaN, of more Value than
Millions of Worlds, is the principal Object
of its Attention! Whereas other Offices, of
whatever Kind, and however highly ac-
counted of, refer primarily to the outward
Man: That to the vaft Concerns of Eter-
nity! Thefe to the little Affairs of tranfi-
tory Time.---Civil and Military Officers are
indeed Guardians of the prefent Life, Li-
berty and Property; and if through Mif-
management they fhould Ruin thefe, ’tis ;ll
the
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the Hurt they can do: But the Minifters
of Chrift are Phyficians, Guides, and Shep-
herds of immortal Spirits ; Eiernity is en-
ftamped on what they do; fo that, on their
Mifmanagement, both Soul and Body are
in Danger of being loft for ever and ever.

Secondly, The Engagednefs of all {piritu-
al Beings about the Work of Man’s Salva-
tion. The glorious Jehovah purpofed it;
cach Perfon in the giorious Trinity is intent
upon its Accomplil%mcnt; the holy Angels
are zealoufly interefted ; and Satan, with all
his infernal Legions, armed to countera it.
---God, the Father, fo loved the World, that
be gave bis only begotten Som, that whofoever
belseveth on bim might not perifh, but bave e-
verlafing Life: (k)-- --An unfpeakable Gift
indeed! All the glorious Angels in Hea-
ven, had he given them, would have been
infinitely unequal.

The co-equal Son of God was made in
Likenefs of finful Flefh; endured Poverty,
Hunger, Thirft, Wearinefs and Perfecu-
tion ; for this, he wept, and groaned, and
preached, and prayed, and wrought Mira-
cles; for this, he was betrayed, denyed,
{weat Blood, hid not his Face from Shame
and Spitting, had bis Vifage marred more

than
{ 4) Johm iii. 16,
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than any Man, and for this he------ died on the
accurfed Tree: For this, he burfted the
Bands of Death; afcended his native Hea-
ven; and now intercedes in our Behalf at
God’s right Hand.

Intent on this grand Defign, the holy Spi-
rit comes; and 1s to abide in the Church
for ever, (I) tomake Application of what
Chrift has purchafed. He ftrives with Sin-
ners; convinces the World of Sin, Rigbteouf-
nefs, and Judgment ; (m) and by his Opera-
tions are the Means of Grace made effe@tu-
al, and Sinners qualified for Glory : For, as
the Apottle fays, It is not for Works of Righ-
teoufnefs that we bave done, but according to
bis Mercy batb be faved us, by the Waﬁaiug
of Regeneration, and Renewing of the Holy
Ghoft. (1)

‘The good Angels defire to look into the
Work of Man’s Redemption ; and are a/}
miniftering Spirits, [femt forth to minifier to
thofe who fhall be Heirs of Salvation. (o)
They {weetly rejoice and exult on the Ac-
count of one Sinner that repenteth. (p)

The fallen Angels, alfo, who are violent.
ly oppofed to every Thing that is good,
feem to look upon this as the grand Work

| againft

(/) John xiv. 16. (m) John 16. 8. () Tit. iii. §
\ (¢) Heb, 1. 14, (p) Luke xv. 10. N
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againft which they fhould dire@ their hellifh

achinations ; hence he is faid to go about
as & roaring Lion, fecking whom be may de-
vour ; and bas great Wrath, knowing that be
Jhall continue but a fhort Time. (q)

Nor are the infernal Legions content to
carry on the dreadful Defign of ruining
Sinners themfelves, but fpur up the unhal-
lowed Sons of Men ; who, by their Influ-
ence, ceafe not to pervert the right Ways
of the Lord. How important, then, muft
this Work be, when Heaven and Hell think
it worthy of fo much Attention ?----Surely
Minifters, who ate called, Workers togetber
with God, fhould fpar= no Pains,

Thirdly, 'The happy Effe&ts of this Mini-
itry upon thofe who rightly improve it, and
the fad Confequences of mifimproving it :
Where it has its proper Effeéts, it promotes
a Reformation from Error, Ignorance and
Vice, a Regard to God and Religion ; and,
in fhort, the everlafting Welfare of Sinners.
Minfters are the Saver of eternal Life to
Numbers. Where their Labours take
Place, Satan falls like Lightening ; Chrift’s
Kingdom is eftablifhed ; Souls are turned
from Sin to Holinefs, from Satan to God ;
they grow in Knowledge, in Love to Gog

an
(¢) 1 Pet, v. 8. Rev. xii, 12,
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and Men; are filled with Comfort ; and are
a preparing for Heaven. Thus Minifters
become the Inftruments of eternal Happi-
nefs to Multitudes, who fhall be Crowns of
their Rejoicing in the Day of the Lord Je-
fus. On the other Hand, when Men care-
lefly negleét the Gofpel faithfully preached,
they become more and more hardened, and
die at laft with an aggravated Condemna-
tion : It will be more tolerable for the Hes-
tben World in the Day of Judgment than
for them. The Labours, the Intreaties,
the Tears of Minifters, and Chriftian Friends ;
and the Repentance of others, fhall all tefti-
fy againft them. And, again, when Mini-
fters are loofe in their Lives, or negligent
in the Difcharge of their Office, or corrupt
in the Adminiftration of the Truth and
Ordinances, the Confequence is equally af-
feCting : Fer by thefe are Sinners prejudiced
againﬁ the Gofpel ; fixed in their Security;
and led on to negleét the Day of Salvation,
until they are paft Remedy. Thofe who
fhould have fought the Security and Life of
their Souls, become their Betrayers and
Murderers; thus both fall into the Pit of

everlafing Perdition ;----diftrefling Scene!
Fourtbly, The fad Condition of thofe who
are deftitute of the Means of Grace: But
E once
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once take a View of the Heathen World;
what grofs Darknefs envelopes them! how
does a Difregard to God, nay, how do all
Species of Impiety prevail!  Surely they
Jit in the Region and Shzdow of Death; blindly
indulging themfelves in every Sin; thought-
lefs of afuture State ; and all this, notwith-
ftanding the Pains taken by their Philofo-
phers and Sages for their Reformation.
Where no Vifion is, thire the People perifb.
Take a View alfo of thofe who have enjoy-
ed the Gofpel, but are now deprived of] it 3
they degenerate more and more; the once
celebrated Churches of God become infa-
mous Synagozues of Satan: Witnefs, the
once flourifhing Churches of Afia, from
which the Lord has removed his Candle-
ftick. And I doubt not, but that, were
the Gofpel removed entirely from us, we
fhould in a few Ages, fink into perfect
Heatbenifm.

Fiftbly, The affe®ing Addreffes made by
the Lord to his faithful Minifters with Re-
gard to their Office ; not only by Way of
Charge, but encovraging Promifes ; thefe,
together with the aweful Threatenings de-
nounced againft the Unfaithful, do all mani-
feft the very great Importance of the Gof-
pel Miniftry. :

n




On the GospEL MINISTRY. 2%

In the firlt Place, he addreffes them, by
Way of Charge, to take Heed to themfelves
and Dollrine; and to keep that which is com-
mitted to them. (r) How full and folemn is
that given to Timothy by St. Paul ? I charge
thee therefore before God, and the Lord Fefus
Cbrift,who fball judge the Quick and ibe Dead, at
bis Appearing and Kingdom, preachtheWord ; be
snflant in Seafon, and out of Seafon; reprove,
rebuke, exbort, with all Longsuffering and
Dotlrine. Watch thou in all Things ; endure
Affitionsy do the Work of an Evangelift 5
make full Proof of thy Miniftry. (s) They
are to let nothing deter them from Faithful-
nefs, and Conftancy in this grand Work.
Let tbe Dead bury their Deac%, faid Jefus,
but go thou and preach the Kingdom of God. (¢)
‘They are not to be terrified nor flinch, tho’
threatened with Death itfelf; for, fays our
Lord, Whofoever will fave bis Life fhall lofe
it. (u)

II. He heartens them up to their Work by
Way of Promife. As it is great, and too dif-
ficult for them, Chrift promifestobewith them
always, even unto the End of the Worid. By
his Spirit be will lead them into all Truth ;
and comfort them amidft all their Sorrows;

hence

(r) 1 Tim, iv. 16..--.and vi. 20. (s) 2z Tim. iv.
1, 2---5. (¢) Luke ix. 6o, (v) Mat. xvi. 23.
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hence the Spirit is called the Comforter : He
caufes them to rejoice in Tribulation; and
their Foy no Man taketh away from them. He
ives them large Succefs ; blefling their La-
urs, to the Convincing the World, and
.Converting of Numbers from the Error of
their Ways, to the Service of the true and
living God.  Chrift alfo is with them by his
Providence, to guard them from all the Pow-
er of the Enemy. As they meet with Tribu-
lations for his Sake, He promifes them 4
Crown of Glory hereafter ; for they wbo turn
many to Righteoufnefs, fhall [bine as Stars for
ever and ever. (v). The Lord will give
them a Crown of Life at that Day; (w) and
the Sinners converted by them fhall be the
Jewels in their Crown. Chrift fhall bid
them welcome to his heavenly Kingdom,
with A WELL DONE GOOD AND FAITHFUL
SERvANTS! ENTER YE INTO THE JoY OF
yourR Lorbp. (¥)

II. Hepours out awful Threatenings a-
gainft fuch as would dare to be unfaithful.
Thus the Lord warned Ezckiel; faving,
When I fay unto the Wicted, O wicked .vian
thou fhalt furely die, if thou doeft not fp - to
warn the Wicked; that wicked Man fhall v

in

(v) Daniel xii. 3. (w) 2 Tim.iv. 8. () Mat.
Xxv, 21,
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in bis Iniquity, but bis Blood will I require at
thine Hand. (y) Thus our Losd alfo tell us,
he will cut afunder the evil Servame, and ap-
point bim bis Portion with the Hypocrites,
where fball be weeping and gnafbing of Teeth.
(z) Such fhall hear at the laft Day that
aweful Sentence from Chrift’s Mouth, 7 #e-

ver knew you ; depart from me ye that work
Iniquity. (a)

(y) Ezek. xxxiii. 8. (z) Mat. xxiv. §1.
(a) Mat. vii. 23.

SECTION 1V.

]
Of the QUALIFICATIONS requifite in & Gof-
pel Minifter. |

E have before obferved, that Chrift’s

; Kingdom vaftly differs from thofe of
this World, as to its Nature, -its Defign ;
its Spirituality, and exceeding great Impor-
tance. Now it is univerfally %uppefed, that
the Genius and Improvements of any Per-
fon, who undertakes an Office, thould in a
great Meafure tally with the Nature of that
Bufinefshe is ta be en aged in; thusitis with
refpect to the Minifterial Office: They,
whofe
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whofe Bufinefs it is to be employed in the
facred and momentuous Matters of Religi-
gion, fhould, doubtlefs, have wery fingular
Endowments and Qualifications.
. Asit would be very dangerous to have
the Stating of thefe left to fa%len Men, who,
according to their different Sentiments and
Difpofitions, would either infift for more
than what they fhould, or difpenfe with
too fmall a Share; the Lord himfelf has
therefore fixed a perpetual Standard : And
all that he has left to, or enjoyned upon
Men, is to transfer, in his Name, and by
his Authority, the Power of Officiating, to
fuch as, upon due Trial, fhall be found to
agreg with this divine Rule.

There are, doubtlefs, different :Degrees
in the Qualifications of thofe who may be
admitted to this Office. Some pious Men,
who do not excel in natural Capacities,
may be ufeful, particularly in Places that
have been wanting in the Means of Salva-
tion ; and in Times of Ignorance: Yet fuch
ought not to be received, who are not qua-
lified -for performing all the Parts of the
Minifterial Office to the fpiritual Edification
of their People, without expofing them to
Erior, or the Office to Contempt. The
Apoftle exprefly afferts, that they fhould
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not only be faithful Men, but able alfo to teach
others. (a)

The Lord will give Ability, where he has
Work to be done; and if he does not, it is
an Evidence he calls not for the Perfon’s
Service. Hence, thofe who poffefs not the
neceflary Qualifications; and yet grafp at
the Office, run without being fent: They
are Intruders; and bid fair to be Deceivers
of Men.

Whoever are for introducing fuch into
the Miniftry, a&t as abfurdly as thofe who
fhould fet up a dead Corps, and expeét it
fhould do the Work of a living Perfon:
And thofe who infift upon further Qualifica-
tions than God requires, take upon them
the Prerogative of the great Head of the
Church, and aét as if they were wifer than
the all pertect Deity.

According to the facred Scriptures, thefe
Things are eminently neceffary in Gofpel
Miniiters, viz. Good Natural Gifts---Saving
Grace-----Knowledge----Orthodoxy----and a
Religious Deportment.

I. By natural Gifts, I mean fuch Endow-
ments ot Nature as, in their Kind, are fuit-
ed to the Studies and Bufinefs peculiar
to the aforefaid Office. I call them Gifts,

becaule
(a) 2 Tim, ii, 2.
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becaufe they are freely given by the Lord :
‘Thus he fitted Bezaleel, and Aboliab for
the Work of the Tabernacle; (4) and Sax!/
for the Government of the Kingdom of /-
rael. (¢) They are diftinguithed from the
1pecial Graces of God’s Spirit, 1in that
good, and bad Men may be alike pofiefied
of th:m.

Now thofe Endowments that may an-
fwer one Calling may not another. A Man
may have a notable Genius for Agricul-
ture, and at the fame Time but indifferent
for the mercantile Bufinefs: Another may
make a reputable Figure at the Bar, who
yet might have been but a very infufficient
and unfkillful Praétitioner in an Hofpital :
Thus it is in this Cafe; many, who are
eminent in other Profeflions, would make
but a very inconfiderable Appearance in
the Miniftry. TheThings that to me appear
more cfpecially neceffary here, are, Pene-
TRATION, MEMORY, UTTERANCE, and
Prupence.

The Myfteries of Religion, above all
other Things, are the moft profound, and
require great Depth of Thought, and fin-
gular Sagacity to apprehend them. The
Attacks made upon them are frcqucnt,rand

ome

(6) Exod. xxxvi, 35. (c) 1 Sam. X. 9.
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fome the moft fubtile; fo that they who
are not fuperior to Men of common Capa-
cities cannot fufficiently defend them. And
moreover, the Difficulties that occur from
the various difagreeing Humours and Cir-
cumftances of t%ofc among whom they la-
bour, together with the many critical Cafes
in Difci line, require that they fhould be
Men ofP Penctration, full of Eyes, like the
Sour living Creatures, fpokcn of by St. Fobn, in
the Rewvelations. (d)

Thofe who have not a confiderable good
Memory can {carcely arrive at fuch Attain-
ments in human Literature, and efpecially
in Divinity, as are requifite to the entire
and faithful Difcharge of this Miniftry :
‘They muft, in a great Meafure, be incapa-
ble tor compoﬁng fully and pertinently on
any Subject ; and much more, for praying
and delivering their Difcourfes Extempore ;
(agreeable to the Cuftom of the moft fuc-
ccefsful Preachers, both antient and modern)
whereas they fhould be able to treafure up,
and bring out of their Treafury Things both
new and old. (e)

Readinefs of Utterance is likewife of fpeci-
al Advantage to the divine Teacher; who is
called to ufe the Tongue, that pnnc.pal In-

F ftrument
(4) Rev. v.6. () Mat. xiii, 52,
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ftrument of Inftruction, both in Seafon and
out of Seafon , and who, upon every Oc-
cafion, fhould acquit himfelf with Eafe and
Expedition, like zbe Pen of a rewly Writer.
St. Paul earneitly defires the Epbefians and
Colloftans to pray for bim that Utterance might
be given bim, tkat be might open bis Mouth
boldly, and [peak the Myfery of Chrift, and
make it manifeff. (f) And it is exprefly re-
quired of a Bithop, {.e. a Minifter, #has
be be apt to teach ; (g) which, doubtlefs, 1m-
plies a Capacity of inftructing with Readi-
nefs, and Perfpicuity of Language. Ina-
bility, with refpet to communicating his
Ideas intelligibly, renders him as unfit for
this Office as the Want of fufficient Store
of Krowledge. I do not here mean that
every Minifter fhould be Mafter of an ac-
culate, or fublime, or florid Stile; fo far
from this, that I apprehend, he is the moft
likely to do good, who, tho’ he would not
be tawdry in the Drefs of Sermons, 1s yet
more anxious about being underftood by
the Weakeft, and moft Unpolifhed, than
pleafing the Learned and Polite. It isan
old and fcriptural Obfervation, that the plain-
cft Preachers have been the moft Succefsful.
Nor is Prudence lefs neceflary than an);‘

0

(/) Eph. vi, 19. Col. iv. 3. (g) 1 Tim. iii. 2.

AR B w

(

of the :
this we
beft Me
and to a
ner, an
forefee ]
we go t
our fthor
luable E
with H
Man m
Propert
but lict
bable, |
ties in t
of othe
ceffary !
foned w
Serpent
fame tin
ferent 1
carnal ]
trucklin
couch
this leac
II. 1
fo nece
none f}
a Stran



On the GosPeL MINISTRY. 35

of the above mentioned Endowments. By
this we are enabled to make Choice of the
beft Means for obtaining any propofed End,
and to apply them in the moft proper Man-
ner, and in the fitteft Seafon. By this we
forefre Dangers, and by this avoid them;
we go through Difficulties with Eafe ; fpend
our fhort and precious Time to the moft va-
luable Purpofes; and finith our great Work
with Honour, and divine Applaufe. A
Man may be pofieffed of many other good
Properties, even Grace itfelf; yet if he has
but lhttle Prudence, he will, ’tis very pro-
bable, but labour in vain; create Difficul-
ties in the Church ; and mar the Ufefulnefs
of others: Whereas, he who has the ne-
ceffary Share of it, and in whom it is fea-
foned with divine Grace, becomes wife as a
Serpent for his Mafter’s Work, and, at the
fame time, harmlefs as a Dove. How dif-
ferent is this Kind of Prudence from that
carnal Policy of worldly wife Men; that
truckling Pufillanimity, which they fo often
couch under the borrowed Name! But
this leads me to obferve ;

II. That the Savine Grace or Gop is
fo neceflary in a Gofpel Minifter, That
none fhould undertake this Office who is
a Stranger to it. ’Tis this alone that f:}rr\c- !

tifics




36 A E S S AY

tifies the aforementioned Qualities, and in-
clines us honeftly to improve them to the
beft Purpofes, and in the moft f{uitable
Manner. Yet I would not be underftood
as meaning, that any Man’s Adminiftraci-
ons are rendered inva.id by his want of Sav-
ing Grace: Were this the Cafe, the
Church would be reduced to very great
Difficulties ; not being certainly able to
determine who may have been gracious,
and who not. We ought, doubtlefs, to look
upon the Adminiftration of the Ordinances
as valid, when performed by fuch as are
regularly introduced, and continued by the
Judicatures of Chrift’s Church.  Such
have a Right, in the Eye of the Church,
to adminifter Gofpel Ordinances, while they
continue to make a good and credible Pro-
feflion, and are of a Chriftian Deportment;
fo that we are not to perplex ourfelves with
the Enquiry into their real Character in
the Sight of God.

But here I forefee an Obje&tion. Some
may perhaps alledge, that, though a Man be
void of Saving Grace, yet, if the Truths
he preaches, and his outward Conduct be
the fame as thofe of a regenerate Perfon,
he may, neverthelefs, be a very ufeful Mi-
nifter, and we may hope for much ?ood
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from his Labours ; becaufe the Efficacy of
his Adminiftrations flows not from Grace
in him, but from the Blefling of God.
However, not only this, but any other
Objection againft what I have afferted, re-
lating to this Article, fhall be fufficiently
refuted, if we make it appear, That the
Saving Grace of God is neceffary, 1, In
order to our being approved of God :
2dly, To the faithful Performance of the
Minifterial Work : And, 3dly, That it is
only to the faithful Difcharge of this
Office that God has premifed his Blefling.
As to the Firf, The Scriptures affure
us, that, without Faitb it is impoffible to
pleafe God, That, the Wrath of Geod abid-
eth on bim who believetb not. (b) That the
Carnal Mind, in whomfoever it is, is Enmi-
1y againft Ged. (i) And that, let a Man
have what Gifts and Accomplithments fo-
cver, if be bas not Charity, or true Love,
he is nothing. (k) Hence every one, who
is deftitate of Saving Grace, is a Child of
Wrath , Condemned 5 at Variance with Je-
hovah ; in League with an Enemy. Now
what Prince would choofe an Enemy, or
one in Alliance with his Enemy, to Jead
forth

(%) Heb. xi, 6. John iii. 36. (;) Rom. viii. 7.
(€¢) 1 Cor, xil, 2.
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forth his Armies to Battle ? And fhould
fuch take upon them to be Leaders
of God’s People ? furely no. Thofe, of
this Character, who dare to intrude them-
felves into the Miniftry, can expeét nothing
elfe but to be rejeéted with Abhorrence at
laft: Though they had eaten and drunk in
Chrif’s Prefencey though they had propbe-
fied in Chrift's Name, and in bis Name café
out Devils, and done many wander{ul Works ,
et, the fame Chrift affures us that he will
in the laft Day profefs unto fuch that he
never kmew them y (1) i. e. never approved
of them; no, not while they made the moft
blazing Profeflion; and pafled among
Mankind under the Charater of his Mini-
fters, and the Reformers of the World.
Againft fuch, was this Sentence of Rebuke
thundered out by the Voice of God him-
felf, Wbat bave you to do to declare my Statutes,
or that you fbould take my Covenant in your
Mouth ? (m)

Further, they cannot be faid to be faith-
ful and approved Miniftersy becaufe they
have no Right to the Titles given in the
Scriptures to fuch, God calls his Minifters
Stars and Lights: (n) But how can thefe

agree
(/) Luke xiil, 26. Mat. vii. 22, 23, (w) PAl. 1. 16.
(") Mat.v. 14, Rev, 1 20,
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agree to Men in their natural State of De-

eneracy, who are faid to be Darknefs ? (o)
%‘hofe are called Men of God, and Servants of
Gud; (p) thefe the Children and Servants of
the wicked One. (gq) Thofe again are called
Meflengers, Angels, and Ambaffadors :
Thefe cannot lay Claim to fuch Appel-
lations ; becaufe they are not fent by the
Lord, but run without his Orders. God-
ly Minifters are called Minifiers of the Spi-
rit, who have the Spirit of God upon them,
by whofe Aid they compare [piritual Things
with Spiritual. (r) But how can natural
Men be fo termed, fince they bave not the
Spirit of Chrift, but are Darknefs, and even
the Light which s in them is Darknefs ? On
the Contrary, the Titles given to uagodly
Minifters are fuch as thcl%, Wolves, Dum
Dogs, Blind Leaders, Thieves, Robbers, and
fuch like. Thefe Things are fufficient to
evince, that, without Saving Grace, no Man
can be an approved Minifter of God:
This Honour belongs only to fuch as arc
called of God. But,

Secondly, That Saving Grace is neceffary
to the faithful Performance of the Minifte-
rial Work is evident from hence : The Bu-

fincly

(v) Eph. v, 8. (p) 1 Tim.v. 11, (g) Mat. xiii. 38.
om.vi. 10, (r) 2 Cor. iii. 6. 1 Cor. ii. 13,
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finefs of Minifters is to open up the My-
fteries of the Kingdom of Heaven, and de-
clare the Things of the Spirit of God ; but
the Apoftle tells us that thefe Things are
Foolifnes 80 the natural Man; and that be
cannot know them. (s) He being Darknefs,
is deftitute of a renewed Faculty, or fuper-
natural Principal to difcern them in their
Genuine Light; and fo is apt either to ac-
commodate them to his own corrupt Rea-
foning ; or to look upon them as inconfift-
ent, weak, and enthufiaftick. Now how
can he be a faithful Teacher of what he
neither knows nor can know ¢ Minifters arc
to labour earneitly to promote Holincfs;
but how can thofe promote it who are in
their Hearts averfe to it ? An apparent, or
feeming Earneftnefs they may have; but
all this flows, either from fome felfith
End, and is only affe¢ted; or from a com-
mon Belief that the Word is true ; or from
a natural Fervency of Affetion 5 rar diffe-
rent from that holy Zeal, and heaity Lin-
gagednefs to be found in all true Lovers
of Chrift! Minifters are naturally, that is,
with the very Bent of their Mind 0 care for
the Spiritual State and Salvation of others.
() But how fhall unregenerate Mcnhcjo

this,
(+) 1 Cor, ii, 14. (1) Phil. ii. 20. Gal. iv. 19,
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On the GospeL MiNiIsSTRY. 4.1——“
this, who negle& their own? Can it be
fuppofed they will be more careful of others,
than they are of themfelves? He, who is
unfaithful to his own Soul, is not to be
trufted with the Souls of other Men,--------
How fhall an Impenitent faithfully urge to
Repentance ? How fhall one urge to Self-
denial, who is undcr the Power of Self ? Is
he, on whom the Terrors of God's Law
make no fuitable Impreffion, likely by thefe
to perfuade others? Chrift’s Shepherds are
to feed his Sheep; but are they fit for this
Purpofe whom the Scriptures charaéterize
with that difgraceful Appellation, Wolves 2
Minifters are to give every one his Portion
in due Seafon; rightly to divide the
Word ; to fpeak a Word in Seafon to the
Weary; and give fuitable Diretions to the
Doubting, and Diftrefled in Mind; but,
how can they do any of thefe Things with-
out experimental Knowledge and fpiritual
Wifdom ? A corrupt Tree can mever bring
forth good Fruit. An evil Man out of the
evil Treafure of bis Heart muft bring forth evil
Things. («) Should he pick from the Writ.
ings of others, wherewithal to ferve the
Publick ; will he not naturally be led to
take out only what is agreeable to his own
| G blinded

(«) Mat, xii. 33.
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blinded Notions, and corrupt Difpofitions ?
This we muft fuppofe ; unlefs on Occafi-
on he fees fit to pleaie an Audience of a diffe-
rent and more Religious Tafte. Such Per-
fons do more againft the Caufe of Chrift,
under their borrowed Colours, and their
Sheeps Cloathing, than they could in the o-
pen Field, undifguifed, in pitched Battfe.
They may fpeak well of Religion in gene-
ral ; yet will they, neverthelefs, labour,
with the utmoft Slighnefs and Craft, to
bring true Godlinefs into Contempt, and
its pious Promoters into Difgrace; and
ficive to fet up the Shadow, in Stead of the
Subftance of Religion. The natural Enmi-
ty, that is in all natural Men, will neceffa-
rily lead them to a& in the forefaid Man-
ner; as the Godly in all Ages have experi-
enced to their Sorrow. Now, can any one,
who confiders thefe Things, doubt, whe-
ther Saving Grace be neceffary, in order to
Bhe faithftﬁ Dicharge of the Minifterial Of-
ce?

Again, Thirdly, Let us confider, that
though the Efficacy of Minifters Labours
* depend on the Blefling of God, it is to the
‘Truth only he has promifed a Blefling ; on-
ly this, f{ithfully delivered, and not the

Notions of any, how fplendid foever, has he
promifed
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promifed to make beneficial to the Souls of
Men.

Well ; it may be faid, and may not un-
godly Men deliver many Truths ? There is
no Doubt of this; for {o has the Devil him-
felf. But may not God crown the Truth
delivered by fuch Men with a Blefling ? If
he does, we muit conclude that it is wery
rare : His ordinary Way of promoting the
Salvation of Men, is, doubtlefs, by the
faithful Labours of his pious and honeft
Servants.. Such have many Promifes of his
Prefence and Bleffing ; and that he will put
bis Spirit upon them, and bis Word inta their
Mouth. Many are the Inftances in Scrip-
ture of Perfons truly converted by their
Means; and many the Narratives of the
great Reformations wrought by them: But
where, in all God’s holy Book, is there one
Promife of a Blefling on the Minifterial La-
Lours of any others? Where is there an In-
ftance of a fingle Perfon converted by them ?
Nay the Apoftle mentions this as a ftanding
Criterion, whereby to diftinguifh faithful
from unfaithful Minifters in the General.
Thefe may have acquired a great Eafe in
Utterance, and Freedom of Speech; and
may recommend themfelves to the Applaufe
of Men by a fuperier Elegance o Stilfii

an
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and Harmony of Compofition; but thofe
have an Almighty Power attending their E-
loquence ; a Power whereby Men are ra-
tionally and agreeably conquered, and won
over to the blefled God. (v) It s a glarin
Abfurdity for any to expet a divine BleE
fing, who are not faithful and ingenuous
both as to the Matter and Manner of their
Performances; in neither of which, can
they fucceed without aflifting Grace ; with-
out me, {ays Chrift, ye can do nothing: All
Sufficiency is of God: They have no Title
to his Affiftance, while in a State of Na-
ture ; no Promife, but the contrary: God
has declared he is againft them, and that they
fhall not profit. (w)

From the whole that has been faid upon
thefe three Particulars, it is evident, that
none thould undertake the Gofpel Miniftry
while deftitute of the Saving Grace of God ;
and that, if any fuch do, they have no Rea-
fon to expect the Blefling of God on their
Labours, but his Frowns.

Were it neceffary, I might {ubjoin the
Sentiments of many pious Men, both an-
cient and modern, who 1ully agree with
what has been faid. That this was the O-
pinion of our famous Reformers, is evident

from
(v) 1 Cors iv, 19. 2 Cor. x.5. (w) Jer. xxiii. 32.
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from their Writings, and the Articles or
Canons of different reformed Churches.
The Reader may readily fee thofe of the
Churches of Scotloand and England upon this
Head. 1 might alfo particularly confider
fome Objections brought againft this Doc-
trine: But, after what I have fpoken, there
does not appear to me any fufficient Reafon
for my doing either at prefent ; nor does my
intended Brevity permit me. I therefore
proceed to obferve,

III. That, to natural Parts and Grace,
fhould be added alarge Acquaintance with
Things ; efpecially Matters of Religion.
Reafon tells us, that he who is to teach o-
thers, fhould not himfelf be a Novice: He
fhould apprehend Things Clearly, reafon
Solidly, and regularly Methodize his Argu-
ments. Any one may eafily fee, that a lit-
tle Smattering of human Literature, a fu-
perficial Acquaintance with Divinity, and
experimental Religion, a Stock of uncouch
Phrafes, and ufelefs Pedantries ; or a Dex-
terity in amufing the Populace with empty
high-founding Harangues, will not do in a
Gofpel Minifter ; much lefs a prevailing In-
clination to play the Plagiary: This is
“ ftealing the Word of the Lord from our
“ Neighbours ; ’tis ftrutting in borrowed
* Feathers.” In order to be an able and
ufeful

i
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ufeful Minifter, guarded againft Contempt,
one fhould be thoroughly converfant in
whatever is more directly neceffary and fub-
fervient to the feveral Branches of the facred
Function; for Inftance, the learned Lan-
guages, Rhetoric,. Logic, Hiftory, Philo-
fophy, &9¢c. Thefe are excellent Hand-maids
to Divinity. Mofes made ufe of the rich
Ornaments of the Egyptians in furnithing
the Tabernacle; fo fhould Minifters make
ufe of thefe for the Edification of the Church.
A thorough Knowledge in Divinity is emi-
nently neceffary; becaufe their principal
Concern is with it. In whatever elfe Mi-
nifters are deficient, here they ought to be
as Scribes well inflrulted unto the Kingdom of
Heaven, and mighty in the Scriptures; by
which the Man of God is made perfef?, through-
ly furnifbed unto all good Works : (x) By thefe
are they to make many rich: Thefe they are
to ufe f{r Doétrine, for Reproof, for Correc-
tion, and for Infiruftion in Righteoufnefs: (y)
Not the faplefs Morality of the Heatbens, fo
much in Vogue among carnal Teachers,
Teachers, who relith both the Matter and
Stile of thofe unfanétified Philofophers more
than God’s holy Law. A Minifte:’s Mind
fhould be a Treafury of divine Knowledge,

to

(x) 2 Tim, iii. 17. () 2 Tim. iii. 10.
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to which he fhould always be adding ; and
for this End, give bimfelf to Reading, Medita-
tion, and Doélrine. (2z) The People are to en-
quire the Law at bis Mouth, therefore bis Lips
fhould keep Knowledge. () A Minifter of
God ignorant in the Things of God is an
Abfurdity !- What, tho’ aMan of little Know-
ledge appear learned in a Croud, can his
fuperficial View of Things enable him to re-
folve perplexing Cafes of Confcience? to
cxplain difftule Points of Doétrine ? to de-
fend the Truth againft fubtile Opponents ?
to make intricate Suhjefts eafy to vulgar
Apprehenfions? In thefe Things Minifters
muft often be engaged. How ridiculous
then is it, that Youth fhould be obliged to
fpend WrorLe YEARS in acquiring the
dead Languages, and yet, fuffered to hurry
into the Miniftry upon reading a few Vo-
lumes of Divinity, without having half
Time allowed them for digefting one com-
pleat Body in a proper Manner; or even
carefully reading it over ; although at the
fame time, it be the moft extenfive Study ;
and, as has been thewn, moft neceffary in

a Minifter of the Gofpel. But,
1V. As Men may arrive at a confidera-
ble Acquaintance, and fome aflually have,
with

(z) 2 Tim. iv. 13. (a) Mal. ii, 7.
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with both Truth and Falfehood, who yet
embrace Error inftead of the Truth; itis
plain that a Man’s having a Literal or Hif-
torical Knowledge of the Truth is not fuf-
ficient; he ought to be a Man of orthodox
Sentiments; believing and profefling found
Dottrine, in order to his being qualified
for inftructing others. It is required that
he bkold faft the faithful Wor}, (6) and
preach the Truth as it is in Jefus. They
are not the faithful Meffengers of the Lord
of Hofts, however they fpeak in his Name,
who pervert the Gofpel, and promote Er-
ror, or deliver their own Fancies inftead of
the Truth of God. And if a Man does
not with all his Heart believe the Truth,
he will not faithfully preach it; we alfo
believe, fays the Apottle, and therefore [peak.
(¢) Three Things tend greatly to promote
a Minifter’s Orthodoxy. Firff, A fanctified
Heart, whereby he is inclined to the
Truth: Secondly, Sound and able Tutors,
to affift him in his early Studies, and fhew
him how, by the Chain of Truth, to efcape
Intanglement in the Labyrinth of Error:
Thirdly, A found Library; in the daily
Pcrufal of which, he keeps a lively Senfe of
the Inftrutions he received; and the moll;c

e

(6) Tit, i. 9. (<) 2 Cor, iv. 13.
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he reads, prays, meditates, and prattifes,
he becomes the more clear and confirm-
ed. Again,

V. Itis requifite, that thofe, who en-
gage in the Gofpel Miniftry fhould be e-
minently ftri®, and nobly exemplary in
their Deportment. The Queftion our Lord
put to the Diiciples, #bat do ye more than
athers, (d) is what Minifters efpecially ought
to be able to anfwer in the Affirmative.
They have fingular Advantages, and lie un-
der peculiar Obligations to fuch a Con-
duct. They fhould be Examples to the
Flock, and Patterns of good Works. (¢) As
the leading Officers of an Army fhould be
more expert in military Exercifes, and able
to engage others by their Example; fo Mi-
nifters thould be Examples to the Believers
in Word, in Converfation, and in Doélrine :
They fhould in all Things approve them-
felves as the Minifters of God, in much Pati-
ence, by Purenefs, by Knowledge, by Long-fuf-
Sering, by Kindnefs, by the Holy Ghoft, and by
Love unfeigned. (f) And, the current Senfe
of the Scriptures will allow me to fay,
that they ought to be much in every Chri-
ftian Virtue. Their Converfation fhould

H not

() Mat. v. 47. () v Pet. v. 3. Tit.ii. 7.
(/) 2Cor, vi. 4,---0.
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not only be inoffenfive, but a lively Tran-
fcript of the Duties they are to inculcate on
others; this will enable them in fome Mea-
fure to ufe the Apoftles Addrefs, Thofe
Things which you bave both learned, and re-
ceived, and beard and feen in Me, do. (g)
He, whofe Life contradits his Do(ltrine,
forbids in Practice what he recommends in
Words : And, tho’ he fhould preach with
the Tongue of Angels, his Words will have
little or no Weight, where his Conduct is
known ; for the ill Example perfuades the
Hearers, either, thac he is an Hypocrite, or
does not believe what he fays; and, there-
fore, they will not believe. If wicked Mcen
are all the Week privately contradicting to
weak People, what we preach to them on
the Sabbath, it much hinders our Work ;
becaufe we cannot be prefent to refute
them: But it will much more hinder, if
our own Actions give our Tongues the
Lie; and, ¢ if, (as a certain Author fays)
¢ what we build up an Hour or two with
““ our Mouths, we all the Week after pull
“ down with our Hands: This is the Way
““ to make Men look on the Word of God
 as an idle Tale, and make Preaching
* feem no better than Pratting.” Many

preach

(¢) Phil. iv. 9.
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preach very curioufly, who, alas! live very
carelefly! They look like the Meflengers
of God in the Pulpit ; but out of it, fcarce-
ly appear to be Profeflors of Chriftianity.,
The World is” evidently governed more by
Example than Precept; therefore, if Mi-
nifters be erroneous, they caufe the Peo-
ple to err; if prophane, they debauch the
Morals of the Place they live in; from them
Propbanenefs goeth forth into all the Land :
(b) Butif they be circumfpeét, and godly,
they bid fair to promote a Reformation
wherever they labour. It is faid of Bar-
nabas, that be was a good Man, and full of
the Iloly Ghoft, and of Faith; and then it
follows, that, much People were added unto the
Lord. (i) Such at leaft, puta Reftraint on
thofe they converfe with; hence, that old
Saying is almoft univerfally verified, /rke
People, like Prief. Example makes either
Virtue or Vice vifible; our very Senfes are
taken with it: It lets us fee that a Thing
1s Practicable; and we are much apter to
follow, when, not only, one of our own
Species, but a Companio.., or perhaps a .

Guide goes before us.. Befides,
A Minifter’s living contrary to his In-
ftructions, will difqualify him for declaring
the

(F) Jer. xxiit, ig. (i) A&s ii. 24.
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the whole Counfel of God. 'Tis unreafonable
to fuppofe that one, who lives an unhoiy
Life, will honeftly reafon againft, and lay
open the Nakednefs of his own Conduct.
Mercy to himfelf will prevent his urging
the Strictnefs of Evangelical Holinefs; and
move him to diminith the Evil of fome
Things ; vindicate others ; and wink at ma-
ny, which an heavenly Temper would lead
him to hate, and warmly oppole. To be
an ufeful Minifter then, one muft not only
be found in Doétrige, but regular in Prac-
tice. If he would offer Conviétion to the
Covetous, he fhould not be a Worldling.
He ought to be temperate who urges it on
others : He fhould have his Paffions under
Subjetion 3 bridle bis Tongue, and be gentle
not apt to frive s but meek infirutling Gainfay-
ers; not returning Railing for Railing, who
would rc&i?’ others in thefe Refpects. He
fhould carefully imitate the Pattern Chrift
has given; and ftrive fo to conduét himfelf,
as that he may be able t6 borrow the Ap-
peal of St. Pauly ye are Witnefles, and
God alfo. how holily, juftly, and un-
blamably we behayed ourfelves among you
that believe.

We have a Catalogue of the Qualificati-
ons requifite in thofe who undertake the Gof-
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pel Miniftry in the firft Epiftle to Timothy,
and third Chapter ; and another in the firft
Chapter of Titus; which, as they fhed
great Light on this Subje&t, ought to be
diligently perufed, and ferioufly confider-
ed, by every one in this Office, or who has
itin View,

To what has been faid on the Qualifica-
tions requifite in Gofpel Minifters, we would
finally add, That in order to any Perfon’s
having a Right to exercife the Minifterial
Office, it is requifite, in ordinary Cafes,
that he be regularly invefled, and [et apart
thereto by regular Gofpel Minifiers. For as
the Qualifications of thofe, who may en-
gage in it, are fixed by the Spiric of Chrift,
fome others fhould judge, whether the Per-
fon, willing to accept of the Office, be fo
qualified, or not. This muft be allowed,
unlefs Self-conceitednefs be fet up, as the
fitteft Standard. Nor are there any, (ex-
cepting enthufiaftical Sectaries) who would
plead for a Perfon’s being his own Judge
in this Matter : Even the?c frequently find

themfelves obliged to reftrain fome of
their whimfical Intruders. There is no To-
leration given in the Scriptures for any to
run into the Miniftry at Pleafure. As for
the Prophets and Apoftles, thofe extraor-

dinary
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dinary Miffionaries, they gave fufficient E.
vidence of their being immediately fent of
God : And yet, even fome of them had a
regular Inveftiture by Men, as Aaron, Eli-
pa, and Paxl. Under the Law, the Priefts,
the ordinary Church Officers, were regu-
larly fet apart ; as appears particularly from
Exodus, Chap. xxviii. 29 : And, under the
New-Teftament, we find, that ordinary
Minifters were fet apart to this Office either
by the Apoftles and Evangelifts; (fo Paul
and Barnabas ordained Elders in every
Church) (%) or by a Convention of Mini-
fters, called the PressvyTery: Thus was
Timothy ordained. (/) And, after the A-
poftles Days, this was the common Way in
the Primative Church of ordaining Mini-
fters, viz. by the PressyTERY ; as Eccle-
fiaftical Hiftory affures us. And altho’ the
Lord allows the People a Choice of their
ftated Paftors; yet we are no where inform-
ed of his authorizing them to inveft Per-
fons in this Office. Deacons, though far
lower, were not to be fet apart by the Peo-
ple but the Minifters. They are the moft
proper Judges of the Qualifications of o-
thers for this Purpofe; and better ﬁt}cd

or

(#) A&s xiv. 23. (/) 1 Tim, iv. 14.
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) for conveying the Authority from the Lord
: to them.
l Upon the Whole, I muft conclude, that, -
] if any exercife the Minifiry, without being
approved of, and regularly fet apart by o-
thers in the Office, they ought either to
give a fufficient Evidence of an immediate
Call from God; (which, I fuppofe, it
would be hard to do, as fuch Commiffions
are long Since apparently withdrawn) or, in
an ordinary State of Things, be treated as

l
(
C
; ! ‘Fnthufiafts and Intruders; who are moft
¢
!
)
1

| likely to be Deceivers of Men. How far
gifted Men may intermeddle with the Gof-

pel Miniftry, without a regular Inveftiture,

in fome extraordinary Circumftances of the
Church, is what I dq not pretend to fay ;

nor is it neceffary to fay much about this,

§ as we do not now fee fuch Circumftances.
_ All that 1 would further add here is,
fi that, as the Mode of fetting Men apart
| to this Miniftry, mentioned in the Scrip-
tures, was by Fafting, Prayer, and Impo-

fition of Hands, {o it is what the Church

may not warrantably depart from: Fafting,

and Prayer, Reafon itfelf tells us, are very
proper for fo folemn and important a Work.

And the Impofition of Hands was ufed - wn-

| der the Old, as well as New-Teftament, }in
! the
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the Inveftiture of Men in facred Offices.
Under the New, the Uie of it feems to be
fo conftant, that the Expreflion to lay
Hands on a Man, without any other
Words, fignifies to ordain one to the Mi-
niftry : Lay Hands fuddenly on no Man, fays
the Apoftle. The Difufe of a Mode, fo e-
vidently fcriptural, would diminith from the
Solemnity of Ordination, and be likely to
create Scruples in Men’s Minds againft fuch
zs have excellent Quialifications for this Of-
ce.

QiN0A9: Qo0 R90049- QN sNA9:- QN A9
SECTION V.,

Of the Means of preferving an able and
faithful Miniftry, and preventing its being
corrupted.

H AVING in the four precedeing
Seftions confidered the Nature, Pro-
priety, and Importance of the Gofpel Mi-
niftry ; and the Qualifications requifite in
thofe who are employed therein ; it appear-
ed proper to add this Fifth, refpeting the
Maens of its Prefervation. My Defign is to
take Notice of only a few Things, which

to
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to me appear moft conducive to this End;
and fome of thefe I fhall but very briefly
touch at. And,

Firft, As an able and faithful Miniftry is
one of the ineitimable Gifts the Lord con-
fers on his Church; as he has the Endow-
ments requifite for his Minifters all in his
own Power, and metes them out, how, to
whom, and- when he pleafes; we fhouid
therefore be excited to much Earnefinefs and
Importunity with bim in Prayer. We fhould
implore him for the Effufion of his Spirit,
that hereby. many may be qualified, and
erclined to undertake this arduous and dif-
ficult Work. And it affords great Encou-
rocement, that Chrift himfelf has direéted
us to this very Mean, faying, Pray.ye the
Lord of the Harveft, that be wwould fend forth
Lebsurers into bis Harvef. (a) Again,

S:condly, In order to perpetuate an able
and faithful Miniftry in the Church, Men
Jbould readily encourage, and take great Care
of Schools and Seminaries of Learning. Thefe
are Nurferies wherein Youths are trained
up for the Service of the State, as well as
the Church; and both acknowledge them-
felves beholden to thefe Seminaries, ..nder
God, for the Accomplifhments of their Of.

I ficers,--«
(n) Luke x. 2.
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ficers.----Thofe Nations which are deftitute
of fuch a noble Mean of Cultivation, do,
and cannot but wear the Appearance of a
wild and barren Wildernefs. We ought
therefore readily to contribute towards the
Support and Encouragement of fuch In-
fticutions; and be careful to obtain Men of
Piety, Skill, and Aéivity to be Overfeers
and Tutors, By the pious Inftructions of
fuch Men, Pupils will become acquainted
with Divinity ; and by their circumfpect
Walk will probably be engaged in the
Practice of Religion and Virtue ; while they
are making defirable Progrefs in the feveral
Branches of human Literature : Whereas,
corrupt Tutors would be likely to- inftil
pernieious Principles into the Minds of
theii Scholars, and debauch their Manners
by their ill Example.

Thirdly, 1 apprchend that the encouraging
and affifting of fuch Youths, as bave bopcful
Appearances of true Piety, and a good Geni-
us; but are unable to fupport themfelves at
Learning, is a very probable Mean of fup-
plying the Church with an able and faith-
ful Minifiry. Many, who have good natu-
ral Abilities, and Grace too, are but poor
in'the World ; and many, who have been
fupported by charitable Contributil:ms,

ave
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have been very eminently ufeful in their
Day.

Can we therefore once think we are lofers,
by parting with a little of our carnal
Things, in order to help forward thofe
who are likely to be Inftruments of turn-
in Sinners to Chrift, and inriching them
with {piritual Bleflings? But,

Fonrthly, In order to preferve fuch a
Miniftry, great Care fbould be taken in the
Adiiflion of Candidates, that none be intro-
duced, but fuch as afford fufficient Evi-
dence of their having all the neceffary En-
dowments. And as, in my Apprehenfion,
this is a Matter of great Importance, I
fhall take the Liberty to expatiate more
freely upon it. I cannot but think, that to
bring Men into this Office without fuffici-
ent Evidence of their having all the necef-
fary Endowments, is a Conduct that is
Unwarrantable, can anfwer no valuable Ends,
but 15 likely to be pernicious to the'Churck and
Minijtry both.

It is unwarrantable, having no Support
from the Scriptures, or Reafon, but being
contrary to both. Minifters hereby att, as
if they had an original, abfolute, and lord-
ly Power ; whereas fuch a Power belongs
to Chrift alone, as Head of the Church anzli

Lot
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Lord of the Harveft. The Power given

to them is only deligated and minifterial.
They are to att as Servants and Stewards
of the manifold Grace of God. It is re-
quired of them that they be found faithful
in obferving their Mafter’s Orders in all
their Miniftrations; and doubtlefs they
fhould in committing the Miniftry to faith-
Sfull Men, who fhall be able to teach others
alf. ; as their Commiffion direéts. (4) Ci-
vil and military Officers expofe themfelves
to the Difpleafure of their Prince by ex-
ceeding their Commiffion; as well as by
their Deficiencies: And can Minifters of
the Gofpel expect any Thing but Frowns
from the God of Heaven, for admittin

fuch as don’t afford fufficient Evidences of
their having the Qualifications he requires
in his Ambaffadors.----Befides, No valuable

Ends can be anfwered by bringing unqualified

Men into the Miniftry. We may by this
Means, its true, increafe the Number of
Votes, in order to overbear Antagonifts;
gain Livings to our Friends; and have
Vacancies in the Church fill'd by thefe, in
the Stead of Men we diflike. But are thefe
Ends fit to be avowed by the Servants of Jefus
Chrift? furely no! Their Concern fhould,

doubtlefs,

(6) 2 Tim. ii. z.
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doubtlefs, be to have the Church fupplied
with fuch as bid fair for propagating the
Redeemer’s Intereft in the World, and for
being Ornaments to their Profeffion. Butare
unqualified Perfons ; are thofe who are diffo-
lute, concrited, and vain, at all likely to
anfwer thefe Ends? Or do thofe for whom
we muft put Charigy on the Rack, before
we can entertain Hopes of th:.ir being tru-
ly pious; do they, I fay, bid fair for be-
ing faithful in their Office, or upri%rht in
their private Walk ? Do they bid fair for
preaching the felf-denying Doétrines of the
Gofpel, for reaching the Confciences of
Men, difcovering-their ruined State by Na-
ture, razing the fandy Foundation of their
faife Hopes, and unhinging them from
their own Rightcoufncfsg r fpeaking a
Word in Seafon to weary Souls, comfort-
ing thofe that mourn atter a godly Sort,
giving proper Diretions to the Perplexed,
clearly difplaying the Method of Salvation
by free Grace, impartially exercifing Difs
cipline on Offenders, and honeftly teftify<
ing againft the Evils of the Times? No,
no! They have no true Inclination to; but
would rather declaim againft fuch a Courfe.
And yet this is the very Courfe the Scrip-
tures have pointed out to every Gofpcl.‘l;dh

nifter,
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nifter. But inftead of obferving this; if
they touch at the Doftrines refpetting
Man’s Fall, Guilt, Impotency, eternal Dam-
nation, Conviction of Sin by the Spirit
of God, Converfion, Sanifying Grace, Ju-
ftification by Faith alone,----1s there not
great Reafon to fear that they (as is
too cuftomary) will gige but a very gen-

tle ‘T'ouch, and fo alter the Phrafeology,-

that the Dorines will be little, or not at all
obferved; while they’ll dwell upon meer
moral Subjeéts and focial Duties. But tho’
they may amufe and captivate the unthink-
ing Crowd by fuch fmooth Doétrines, a Re-
formation in the Church was never promot-
ed by fuch a Method, nor ever will. And
have we any Reafon to hope that their Prac-
tice will be mueh better than their Doétrines?
or rather is there not too much Reafon to
fear fuch a Behaviour as will dithonour thir
Funétion, and be a Stumblinz-block to o-
thers? Minifters of this Sort have often
turned out, fome Drunkards, others Lewd,
others worldly wife Men ; who, for the Sake
of worldly Gain, have negletted their Of-
fice, and often fhifted from one Denomina-
tion to another; many Inftances of which,
even this infant Church has feen. It there-
fore appears plain, that inftead of their an-
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{fwering any valuable End in the Miniftry,
they are moft likely to be unprofitable ; or
rather hurtful to the Souls of Men, and a
Difgrace to their Office. The Force then
of ail I have been faying is, that Minifters
fhould carefully avoid having any Hand in
the introducing of fuch Men. They are k-
able to Deception its true; and afier all the
Care they can take may be impofed upon in
fome Cafes: But this, inftead of vindicating
their Negligence, 1s an Argument to great-
er Strittnefs ; efpecially in the Cafes where-
in they are moft liable to be deceived. For
if there is Danger of being impofed upon
after the greateft Precaution, the lefs Care
they take, they muft be the more hable to
this Impofition. But when they confcienti-
oufly ufe all fuitable Means to have their
Way cleared ; if they fhould, notwi*hftand-
ing, be deceived, they are free of that Guiit
that lics at their Door who negle¢t proper
Means of obtaining Light, and fo through
cruminal Ignorance are brougiit to coun-
tenance the Unworthy.  Minifters thould
therefore examine very carefully. The di-
vine Precept requires, that they fhould
commit the Miniftry to Men of Ability and
Fidelity. Now it is a known Maxim, that
a Precept enjoyning the doing any Duty,

does
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does enjoyn the Ufe of all Means proper
for doing it right.-----With regard to the
Matters to be enquired into I need only fay,
that if it be allowed, that before we briag
any Man into the Miniftry we fhould be fa-
tisfied as to his having all the ncceffary En-
dowments, which I fuppofe will be granted;
it is then a native Confequence, that
our Enquiries fhould refpect all thefe.
To alledge the Contrary, is, in my Opini-
on, to contradi&®t common Senfe. Minifters
ought not therefore precipitantly to uther
Men into this Office, fince there are fo m-
ny Things urging to Caution. They fhould
obferve St. Paul’s Admonition to Timoathy,
to lay Hands fuddenly on mo Man. The Mcan-
ing of which (as moft agree) is, that he
thould not ordain any haftily, upon their
having a fair Shew at firft, and nothing ap-
pearing to contradict it ; but, that he fhould
wait, fgcarch, and try further, obferving for
a Rule not to ordain any without having
Evidence fufficient to afford a fcriptural
and rational Satisfaltion with regard to
their Fitnefs. Again,

Fifthly, As the minifterial Office, how
grand foever it be, does not raife Men a-
bove the Reach of Difcipline, nor ever

was
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was defigned to fcreen them from Ad-
monitions and Rebukes ; fo thefe tend great-
ly to maintain Purity among, and prevent the
Defection of Minifters: And their {haring fo
deeply with others in the Depravity and
Corruption of human Nature makes thefe
quite neceflary. Their Brethren in Office
are doubtlefs their proper Judges ; not on-
ly becaufe they are their Equals, and beft
acquainted with the Affairs that concern
them ; but likewife becaufe they are autho-
rized ; the Charge of the Churchi in general,
and of the Miniftry in particular is com-
mitted to them; fo that if they fuffer their
Houfe to be defiled, the Guile lies at their
own Door, and the apparent Dignity of
their Office is ftained by their own Negli-
gence. Nothing therefore fhould engage
them to indulge their Brethren in their Im-
pieties, nor deter them from dealing faith-
fully and impartially with them; not the
Fear of we-kning a Party, irritating Bre-
thren, and making them Enemies ; nor any
other Confideration. For if they tolerate
or wink at the Faults and Extravagances of
one another ; if they appear backward to
fearch throughly into Matters of Complaint
or Fame; if they conceal or labour to
blacken  and brow-beat Evidences; fuch

N Condudt
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Condué& can be no Honour to their Func-
tion, but will rather bring themfelves into
‘Contempt, mar their Ufefulnefs in the Mi-
niftry, prevent their dealing faithfully with,
and cenfuring the Faults of their Hearers,
and wound the Confciences of the Godly.

The End of the Essav,

T HE.
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PREFACE

TO THE

Three following ADDRESSES.

H E frf of the following Addreffes,
wbzcb is by way of a Letter to a

Clergyman, appears plainly to bave

X boen primarily diretted to a Clergy-
man of the Chburchof England: But I can-
not inform the Reader who the Author certainly
was : Nor do I think it is of fo much Impor-
tance to know by whom this, or yet the Father's
Addrefs to bis Soms, intending the Minifry,
was done, as that either of them fbould be fup-
prefled or deipifed for want of the Author's
Name ; fince they appear found and pacifick.
As they both refer to the Gofpel Miniftry, “"d
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in my Opinion, are very needful at this Day;
I therefore thought it proper to make them more
publick by [ubjoining them to the precedeing
Effay. And, |

As the Benefit of the Laity was a principal
End of my writing upon the Gofpel Minifiry ;
on this Account I thought it bighly reafonable
1o rémind them of, and urge them to thesr Dy-
ty re[pefling this Minifiry ; which I bave ac-
cordingly dome in the third Addrefs.
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ADDRESS

To a MINISTER.

Reverend and dear S IR,

URIOSITY may excite you

c ™ juft to give the following Pages

a curfory View; but permit me

to atk for a ferious Moment,

when your Thoughts are compofed, and

you are in no Danger of an Interruption :

Then fit down, and read what is iicie hum-

bly prefented to you, give every Article

its due Confideration, and may it, through

a divine Blefling, prove a happy Opportu-

nity, and be made effeGtual to anfwer

tlcllc great Ends for which it is intend-
ed.

You are by Profeflion a MINISTER
----- a LEADER of the People------a
SHEPHERD in Ifrael-----a facred Cel;a-

ralter
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ratter indeed! ---an honourable Employ-
ment! Yet venerable as it is, how many
are deplorably infenfible of the great Im-
portance of their Truft, are a&cg by mer-
cenary Principles, are ignorant of the moft
interefting Subjeéls of Chriftianity, and are re-
gardle[s of the Souls committed to their
Care! As this is the Cafe with too many
who are engaged in the facred Office ; and
as the Confequences are inexpreflibly me-
lancholy both to themfelves and the People
they preach to, fo give me Leave to ad-
drefs YO U, SIR, upon the Subjett of
your MINISTRY. 1 would do it with
the higheft Refpet to your Charaster, with
all Decency and Humility, with an undif-
fembled Regard for your beft Intereft, and
therefore with all Chriftian Freedom and
Faithfulnefs.--- (4) Thus hoping your Mind
is
(a) I hope you will not think me bufy and im-
pertinent in this Addrefs. I was moved to it not
only from the above Confideration, but from 3 View
of God’s awakening many of our Reverend Bre.
thren; their unwearied Diligence in the Service of
Souls ; the Hopes I have that the Glory is returning
to that Church, which fo much fignalized itfelf at
the Time of the Reformation ; and the Defires I
have (though in every Refpe® unworthy) of bein
an Inftrument of furthering the Work of God, an

of bringing many of your facred Fun&ion to the
faving
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is prepared to attend with Candour and
Serioufnefs to the few Hints that may drop
from my feeble, though friendly Pen, I
take the Liberty to afk you the following
weighty and momentous Queftions.

What is the Meflage you carry to your Peo-
ple? Many will be ready to receive it with-
out inquiring whether it is agreeable to the
Word of God or not, becaufe it comes from

YOU. This then fhould engage you to
inquire

faving Knowledge of the Gofpel, that they may
go forth, win Souls to the Redeemer, and fpread
the Knowledge and Power of Religion through
our happy Land. If any indecent or ungarded
Exprefion is found in this feeble Attempt, I
hoge the Candour of my Reverend Reader will
pals it over, and not permit him to look upon
it as defigned to irritate. No: I would be far from
throwing a Refleition to raife a criminal Paflion ; I
would rather, Sir, lie at your Feet, and, in the Pof-
ture of an humble Suppliant, intreat, than revile,
Confident I am, that I fhall not difpleafe you, if you
are faithful to theT'ruft you are charged with. And
perhaps this Paper may fall into the Hands of many,
who will approve an Attempt (however ill executed)
to ftir up thofe of our Brethren, who may need it,
to a ferious Concern about the Importance of their
Office. However it may be, I offer it to a fair and
candid Examination. Reafon will, I apprehend, fhow
you the Propriety and Importance of every Head of
Inquiry, and throughly coavince you that I am no
tEhm(};};tﬁaﬁ; and I affure you that I am no Me-
odift,
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inquire of what Kind it is, and ftir you up
to take the moft diligent Care that it be
in every Refpeé fuitable to the Gofpel of
Chrift, and to the Circumftances of thofe
amongf{t whom you labour. --- What DO C-
TRINES have you been preaching?
The generally defpifed, but Sowl-quickning
Truths (b) of the adorable JESUS, or the
natural pleafing, but deftru¢tive Errors of
Infidelity ? --- Have you been repre‘enting
the (¢) F AL L, with its inconceivably aw-
ful Confequences in the Ruin of the whole

human Race? --- Have you been openin
the Glories of the EVERLASTING
COVENANT, and exhibiting the great
MYSTERYo REDEMPTION?-
Have you been difplaying the Excellencies
of our EMMANUEL, and propagat-
ing, what the deluded World calls, the (d)
foolifb and abjurd Doétrine of the CROSS?
(¢) Have you been feeding your immortal
Hearers with pure Gojpel Provifion, and fa-
tisfying their Souls with the BREAD of
LIFE, or ftarving them with empty D E-
CLA-

(6) Thefe Truths no Clergyman can be a Stran-
gerto, as they arc not only contained in the Articles
of the Church, but run through the whole Service,
and arc the grand Balis upon whichit ftands.

(c) Rom. v. 12, and Article ix. (d) 1 Cor. 1. 18,
(¢) Articles i, xi. xv. &¢.

CLAN
HARA
RAL "
fine, be:
Saints, |
Word (g)
Portjon i
to fuggel
tion :-----
“ upon

¢ Scrutii
“ NIS'
¢“ Years,
“ MES
*“ People
¢« the D
« Have |
¢ ftion,

“ ror 1

« PIT?
¢« a mere
“ been c
¢ enterta
“if fo,
¢« Securnt
« which
‘¢ are the

(f)




T0o a MINISTER. 73

CLAMATIONS, and fine eloquent
HARANGUES upon fome MO-
RAL VIRTUE? (f) Have you, in
fine, been preaching to Simmers and to
Safuts, been endeavouring to divide the
Iord (y) aright, and to give to every one bis
Portion in due Seafon ?---1 would beg Leave
to fuggeft to you the following Examina-
tion :----- ** Come, my Soul, let e enter
“ upon a moft neceflary and important
“ Scrutiny. I have profeffed mylelfa M I-
“NISTIERof CHRIST thefe many
“ Years, but have I ever inquired into the
“MESSAGE I have carried to the
‘*“ People? Have I carefully confidered
“ the DOCTRINES [ have preach’d?
‘““ Have I ever yet ferioufly afked the Que-
““ ftion, whetheritis TRUTH or Er-
“ror I am founding from the PUL-
“ PI'T? Flave I not been contented with
‘“ a mere Round of Preaching, and never
“ been concerned to inquire what 1 have
‘“ entertained my Congregation with? And
“ if fo, is it not Time to awake out of my
*“ Scecurity, and examine into that, upon
“ which fo much depends ? What, what
‘““ are the PRINCIPLES I have been

L “ inculcating ?

(f) Aitidde siiie (g) 2 Tim, di. 13,
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“ inculcating ? the (b)) FOUNDAT I-
“ ON 1 have been laying, and the S U-
“PERSTRUCTURE I have been
“ building upon it? Inquire, inquire my
Soul, before the returning Sabbath, left
I fhould be at beft famifbing, inftead of
feeding, thofe that hear me.---Again,
Hbat Ends bave you bad in View in your
MINISTRY? What was it that pre-
vailed upon you to enter into boly Orders?
Was you really moved by the HOLY
GHOST (i) to take upon you the fo-
lemn Charge, and undertake the CURE
of SOULS? or was it a Defire of P O-
PULAR APPLAUSE, a Thirft for
HONOUR, oraHopeof WORLD-
LY GAIN? Did you think it an eafy
Way of getting a SUBSISTANCE,
of providing for a Family, and of living
with Reputation ? Have thefe been your
great Springs of Aflion, or have you had
the Glry of GOD, the Honour of
CHRIST, and the Salvation of immortal
Souls in View? Has this been all your
AlIM,
(/) The firft Quef-
tion in the Ordination of Deacons. A Queftion
which you have alrcady anfwcred. God grant you
may not have trifled with him in fo folemn an Af-

fair, in declaring the Holy Ghot moved you, when
fome worldly Profpe® was the Motive !

[ 3

¢

[ 3

"

(b) 1 Cor. iil. 10, 11, 12.
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AIM, and isit for this you defire to /ive
to preach the everlafting Gofpel ? Have you
been concerned to attend to the various
important Parts of your Miniftry ? As you
are fet for the DEFENCE (k) of the
Gofpel, have you endcavoured to vindicate,
and maintain, and fetin a proper Light,
its glorious DOCTRINES? Have you
laboured after the CONVERSION
of Sixiters? Have you adminiftered C O M-
FORT t God’s Pesple? Have you

pieach’d the Gofpe! to the Pocr, (I) attempted

to bind up the Broken-bearted, proclaimed De-
liverance to tke Captives, and the acceptable
2ear of the Lord ? Have you done this from
the Pulpit 2 Has it been the End you have
been aiming at in private Convertfation ?
Have you wifited your Flock, the Poor as
well as the Rich, the Afitted, the Dying?
Ot what Kind have your Vifits been, and
with what Views ? To gratify a fenfual Ap-
petite, to fpend an lHour in unprofitable
Difcourfe, or to reprove, (m) exhort, com-
fort, as you faw Occafion ?---Thefe, Sir,
arc uaportant Heads of Inquiry.---Again,
In wwkat Manner bave you atiended to the
great Ends of your Minifiry 2 Tlow has it
becn, and how is it ftill with you in the
Pulpit ?

(#) Phil. i, a0 () Haudxie 10 () 2 Tiin, iv. @
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Pulpit 2 Have you been lifting up your
Voice like a Trumpet, and have you ad-
drefled all Sorts of Sinners, reprefented to
them the dreadful Condition they are in,
warned them of approaching Judgments,
prefled them to feek after an Intereft in
the REDEEMER, expoftulated with,
and befought them, with all the Tender-
nefs and AffeCtion of a Minifter of CHRIST,
to attend fo the Things tlat belong to their
Deace, before they are for ever bid from their
Eyes? Or have you gone through the
Work of the Day in a cold, lifelefs Man-
ner, efteeming it rather a Burthen than a
Pleafure, and having little Concern upon
your Mind for the Souls of thofe that
heard you ? How has it been with you in
the Study ? Have you there made Confci-
ence of folemn Prayer? Have you carried
vour People daily to the Throne of Grace,
wreftled with GOD for them, wept over
Sinners, and committed them to the infi-
nite Compaffion of the GRE AT SHEP-
HERD? Have you been importunate with
GOD for Strength to enable you to go on
in your Work with growing Pleafure---for
Dircétion, in the Choice of fuitable Subjeéts---
for the divine Prefence with you in your
publick Work---for #/ifdem to conduét your

Converfation
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Converfation aright--—for Courage and Faith-

Sulnefs--for a lively Zeal---for a growing

Loveto CHRIST and Souls---and, in
fine, for a glorious and divine Power to
accompany the whole of your Labours,
that they may be made effectual to the
Salvation of every one who hears you?---
How is it in Converfation? Have you been
reccommending CHRIST, his Gofpel,
and his Service, with Affetion to thofe
around you? Have you been ready, ac-
cording to your Charaéter, to begin and
encourage the moft important Subjeéts of
Converfation ? Have you been willing to re-
move Doubts, to ftrengthen the Weak, to
fatisfy Inquirers, and to attend to the Re-
quefts of thofe who have defired your Ad-
vice and Inftruction? In fine, Have you
been lively, ferious, and warm for your
Mafier’s Glery, been concerned to fpread
the Knowledge of his Gofpel, and to ad-
vance his Kingdom and Intereft wherever
you was called ?---L2t me go farther, dear
Sir, and afk you----

Whkat bas been your Example ? (n)---Have

you

(n) Permit me to put you in mind of the 6th
Quettion in the Ordination of Deacons, and of your
Anfyvcr; in wl]ich you folemnly promife to frame and
fathion your Life according to the Doétrine of Chrift,

that
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you been concerned to live in the Difcharge
of thofe Duties to which you have exhort-
ed your People ? Have you guarded againft
thofe Sins, of which you have warned them,
and from which you have endeavoured to
diffiade them ? Have you been fober in
your Behaviour, moderate in the Ufe of
your Enjoyments, and regular, uniform,
and heavenly in your Converfation ? Upon
the Whole, has it been your great Concern
to walk in the Steps of our deareft LORD,
to have the fame Temper that was in him,
and in the whole of your Condu& to thow
the CHRISTIAN and the MINI-
STER ?---Thef~, Sir, are Queftions peculi-
arly fuiied to your Work and Charaéter
Queftions which I am perfuaded you muft
acknowledge the great Importance of, and
the Reafonablenefs, Neceflity, and Advan-
tages of ferioufly attending to. How hzp-
py thould I be, could I perfuade you to
enter your Study, and in the moft folemn
Manner, and as under the all-feeing Eve of
God, take them onc by one, and put clofe-
ly to your own Sou!! (o)

Thus

that fo vou may be a wholfome Example of the Flock
;:f Chrilt; and you promiie the fame, as to your Fami-

}' ton,
(¢) They are all Queflions built upon, snd what
may
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Thus I have endeavoured, with all
Faithfulnefs, to point out fome of the im-
portant Branches of your minifierial Work,
and the Manner in which you fhould at-
tend to it. 'What fhall I now fay to prefs
you duly to confider it, and to excite you
to a diligent Difcharge of thofe Duties
you are called to? Methinks, Sir, you
fhould not want the leaft Argument to ftir
you up to the greateft Activity and Zeal
in fo delightful, fo honourable, fo impor-
tant an Employment. You believe the
Scriptures to be the Word of GOD, I
make no Doubt. You muft therefore be
convinced, that Religion is no Farce, no
human Invention, but a divine Inftituti-
on; and does it not therefore require all
your Regard, efpecially as Providence has
placed you in the Charaéter of a TEACH-
ER of others? Fain, fain would I move
you, melt you, convince and quicken you!
I can but attempe it, it is GOD who muft
open your Eyes, and faften the Convittien

upon
may be juftly extralted from the Ordination Service
reiating to Deacuns and Priefts, and which you have
brought yourfelf under the moit folemn Engagements
to attend to ; therefore you muft be convinced of the
Propriety of my putting them to you in this Addrefs,

and of the real Love and Concern I have for your
Soul herein.
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upon your Mind. In Hopes of this I
would chearfully caft in my Mite, and of-
fer to your Confideration the following
Things ; accompanying them with an hear-
ty Prayer, that they may anfwer fome fav-
ing Purpofe to your Soul; and earncttly
intreating that you would not ftop here,
and read no farther, but view the whole,
carefully examine every Hint as to its
Truth and Importance, and weigh all in
the Balance of Reafon and Scripture.

The firft Thing I would mention is, vour
People bave IM%’IORTAL SOULS.
And have you no Tendernefs for them?
Can you look upon them with as little Re-
gard as you do upon your Horfe or your
Dog ? Are they not tending to Eternity as
quick as the Wings of ‘Time can carry
them, and can you neglect them ? Are they
noc direting their Courfe towards the 4ca-
wenly World, or the dark Regions of Hell,
and is it indiffe-ent to yoy to which it is they
are moving ? What, be altogether unaffect-
ed with fuch a Thought! Are fome of
them Swearers, others Drunkards; are
fome breaking the Sabbath, aud others
running inio all Manner of Excefs of Rior,
and will you, can you fec all this, and fit
as an unconcerncd Spetator ! Have you

no
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no Zeal for your MASTER? Can you
fee the Snare laid, SOULS entangled,
and hurried by the great Adverfary to his
dark Habitations, and not endeavour to
prevent it, or find the leaft Pity in your
Breaft for them ? Will you not warn them
of their Danger, call loudly upon them to
awake ? Will you not tell them that Eter-
nity is near, lead them to the Mouth of the
bottomlefs Pit, and fhew them the Terrors
of the SECOND DEATH? Willyou
not try to win them, to allure them by the
Glories of Immortality, or melt them by
the Love, the amazing Love of the SON
OF GOD? What (for I cannot leave off,
I muft purfue fo important a Subjeét) are
there any, nay, are there many of your
Congregation, who are abfolutely fupid,
hurrying on to everlafting Deftruction, and
will you not try to rouze and awaken them ?
Will you not befeech them by the Mercies
of GOD? Will you not intreat them in
CHRST’s Stead to be reconciled unto
GOD? (p) Will you not exhibit all the
Riches of his Grace, all the Glories of
the great EMMANUEL, andall the Blef-
fings of a Salvation fo dearly purchafed,
to move and engage them to Repentance
and new Obedicnce ? Was one of your

M brute

(7) 2 Cor. v. 20.
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brute Domefticks to be in a languithing
Condition, your tender Heart would feel
fome Pity for the poor Animal: And can
you fit ftill and fee precions SOULS pe-
rithing, SOUL S of more Worth than all
the World, fhall they fink in endlefs Ruin,
aiid you not drup one fingle Tear ? What,
their MINISTER not take one ftep to
lead them to CHRIST, to elcape the

9
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ENNESS, and revel with them in their
" Scenes of criminal Pleafure: You cannot
fit with them in publick View at the
CARD-TABLE, or leadaD ANCE at
a Ball or an Affembly! Is it pofiible! You,
Sir, well know how the Matter ftands.
Confider, confider your People have
SOULS. And further----
Remember, thefe SOULS are in the

Courfe of divine Providence committed to yeur-

C AR E---you have profefledly taken the
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walk (7) before them in all the Duties of
the Chriftian Life, to encourage them in
their  Purfuits of a better World, to pity
and fympathize with them under all their
Difficulties, to bear them upon your Heart,
and to feek not theirs but them. (r)---GO D,
by his Pr vidence in opening a Way for
your comming amongit this People, has
called you to all this Work. How then
will you fulfil your Engagements, how per-
form your Promifes, how aniwer your Cha-
ratier, it you are negligent ?---Do you dif-
charge that Traf GOD has committed
to you? So many precious SOULS;
fome to rouze, to awaken, others to en-
courage, and comfort; fome to call in,
others to build up ; fure, ’tis an impostant
Charge! So many to be taught and in-
ftructed! and inftead of attending to your
Duty, are you at Places of Diverfion,
fquandering your Time in Company, and
drinking towards the Bounds of Excefs?
are you taken up in ufclefs Friendfhips and
unprofitable Vifits, or trifling away Life
in J<afe and Sloth, doing nothing ? Inftead
of talking to them of JESUS and Salva-
tion, and recommending the great Duties
of Self-lkixamination, Mortification, Medita-
tion, {J¢. are you amufing them with empty .

Specu-

(/) 1Pet.v. 3. () 2 Cor. xii. 14
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Speculations? Inftead of calling them in.
to a ferious Inquiry into the Foundation
of their Hopes of eternal Life, are you
bolftering them up with the Expeétations
of Heaven, and*lulling them into a pleaf-
inﬁ‘ but dangercus Security ? Inftead ot che-
rithing their Conviétions, and encouraging
them in their fmall Beginnings, are you

endeavouring to durken thefe Dawnipgs of

Grace, to laugh them out of all Religion,
and to difcourage them in the Purfuits of
Salvation ?---They have committed their
SOULS to your CARE. Precious as
they are, they have trufted YO U with
them, look to YOU for Inftruion, and
from YOU expet all fuitable Direétion
and' Affiftance in their Way to a better
World. See what Confidence they have
repoled in YOU, and fhould not this
make YOU diligent? Can YOU be un-
faithful? What, they lodged fo great a
Truft with YOU, and YOU {o care-
lefs! The greater their Dependence upon
YOU, the more thould you be concern-
ed to feek their everlatting Good, and
cllsire& them in the Way to Happinefs.
ut,

Lattly, Confider the Certainty and Solemni-
ty of a Day of ACCOUNTS. That
you expect to be called before the JUDGE
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of all the Earth, to be tried, examined,
and lodged in a World of Joy or Sorrow,
I would not call in Queftion. If you be-
lieve not, if you expett not thefe Things,
or if you think Religion a vain and trifling
Thing, why are you a MINISTER?
why appcar in that facred Charatter? why
preach and pray ? Do you never think up-
on the awful DAY, when you muft give
an Account of your STEWARDSHIP,
when your Congregation will appear either
as fwif{ Witneffes againft you, or teftify
to your Faitbfulnefs ? Do you never con-
fider the Impartiality of the JUDGE,
the Strictnefs of the Tryal, with the cer-
tain and moft important Confequences ? J E-
SUS, who will be the JUDGE, knows
all you have done. He has all your Ne-
gligence, your Careleflnefs, your Unfaith-
fulnefs, &¢. wrote down in his Book : All
the Principles and Springs from whence you
have atted, all your Ends and Views are
minutely noticed by him..--Think, my
dear Sir, think upon the Day, how fo-
lemn! The vaft, the numerous Affembly
gathered, and you hear your NAME
called upon; YOU fummoned to ftand
forth, give an Account, and receive your
Sentence!  Critical Moment, Moment big
with Importance indeed! Now, what Plea-

fure
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fure to have the Approbation of the JUDGE,
to fee a Smile upon his Countenance, and
to hear him faying, Come, thou faithiul
Servant, thou haft been faithful in declar-
ing my Gofpel, and promoting my Caufe,
come enter thou into the Ffoy of thy LORD!
(s) How great the Happinefs, to have ma-
ny to appear as your joy and Crown of
rejoicing im that D A Y!---But to fee the
JUDGE with an awful Frown, and to hear
his Voice, more terrible than Thunder,
faying, Thou flothful and unprofitable Ser-
vant, thou haft had the Care of SOULS,
but haft been negligent, and not attended
to thy important Charge ; thou hatt fuffer-
ed them to go on from one A¢t of Rebel-
lion to another, and to perifh for ever, with-
out warning them of the Danger, and
prefling them to flee from it ; (¢) depart
therefere, thou curfed Creature, into everlafl-

ing FIRE, prepared for the Devil and bis
Angels.  Worldly Gain was all thy View:

POPULARITY was all thy Ambition:
Thefe thou baft bad, and now SORROW,
difireffing SORROW fhall fill thy SOUL,
and thy N AME, bowever applauded by Fel-
low-Mortals, fball rot for ever.-----Painful
Thought! To have the Weight of fo many
SOULS lying upon you, SOULS you
have

(+) Matt. xxv. 21,

(#) Matt, xxv. 41.
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have negle€ted! Methinks I hear one up-
braiding your Negligence, and faying, Had it
not been for Y OU, I perhaps had not pe-
rihed. I trutted YOU with my SOUL,
but you never corrected my Prophanenefs ;
you never prefled me to feek after Salva-
tion ; you led me into Sin, and kept me in
deftructive Ignorance !---Hark, another lift-
ing up his forrowful Head, and faying, I
was under Convi&tions, and upon the In-
quiry what I fhould do to be faved, but
YOU difcouraged me in my Purfuits of
Heaven ; YOU told me all would be well
if I attended but on Sundays at Church:
Thus, through your Influence, I funk
into a Lethargy, took up with the Form,
and ftopt fhort of the Power of Religion,
and now am ruin’d for ever !----.D 1 S-
TRESSING SCEN E! To have
one after another rife up, and thus upbraid
you! To have their Blond required at your
Hands! Fvery Reflection will wound your
Soul, and picrce you through with inex-
preflible everlafting Sorrows.

Thus, my dear Reverend Reader, I have
endeavoured to drop a few Hints; Hints
of the greateft Importance, as they relate to
the Peace of your own Soul, the Succefs
of your Miniftry, and the Manner of vour
laft Appearance. Ihope you will take kind-

ly
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ly this little Actempt. 'Tis your Mafter's
Caufe I am pleading. ’Tis your own Com-
forc I am feeking, as well as that of your
People. Do notbe curiousin inquiring about
the Author: He wants no Praife: And
hopes he is regardlefs of all the Reproach
that may be caft upon him. If his Name
ftands but recorded in the Annals of Eter-
nity, and he can be inftrumental in pro-
moting his REDEEMER'’s Intereft, ’tis all
he defires.

Before he takes his Leave, he would re-
commend to your ferious and attentive Per-
ufal the following Texts of Scripture. May
you read them often, and may GO D open
to you their Importance, and enable you
to walk under the daily View and Influence
of them. So prays,

* Reverend and dear Sir,
Yeur moft Affeitionate
I'riend and Servant,
PuiLaNTHROPOS.

Ifa.ix. 14, 15, 16. Chap. lvi. 10, 11, 12. Jer. vi.
13, 14, 15. Chap. xiv. 13, 14, lz. Chap. xxiil. 13~
39. Ezekiel, iii. 17—z21. Chap. xiii. 2—16.
Chap. xxii. 25, 26, 28. Chap. xxxiii. 1==16. Chap.
xxxiv. 1—10. Hof. iv. 6—10. Micah, iii. §—7,
11. Mal. i, 6==13. Chap ii. 1—9. John, xxi. 1
—17. Rom. i. 16, 17. 1 Cor. ix. 16—23. Gal.
i. 7==g. 1 Thel. i g. 1 Thefl. ii, 3=~i12. 1 Tim.
iv. 12=16, 2z l'im, iv. 1=—3.
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A EXTRACT from a FATHER’S
ADDRESS ¢t bis Sons, intending
the MINISTRY.

My wvery dear Sons,

DESIRE oF your Harri-

NESS, both in Time and Eterni-
ty, engaged my ferious Attention from the
Hour you appeared on the Stage of Life.
The Inftruétions I have given you in Spi-
ritual Things, and the Care I have taken
for your temporal Support, have all pro-
ceeded from this De¢five.  This alfo induc-
ed me to think of giving you a lideral Edu-
cation: For I knew it would tend to en-
frroe the Judgment, and pave the Way
to an ufeful and genteel Way of Liv-
ing.

To know what Improvement you would
make of your Learning, could only belong
to God: To prevent your abufing it, if

Mible, was my Duty. For this End I

ave often warned and direted you, as
f'ourfclvcs know ; and for this End I have

‘left you this Mewmorial of my Care, that,

I being dead, it might fpeak to you. You
N will
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will find ic is only a brief Epitame of the
Converfation I have often had with you in
private. As you are yet but very young,
I have not hitherto expected you could fully
weigh the Force of my Arguments. But
were the Cafe otherwife, I fuppofe this Re-
petition, inftead of being hurtful, may af-
ford you fome Affiftance, efpecially when
you fhall come to chufe a particular Calling.
You have here my laf Addre[s to you;
read, and confider it, as containing the Sen-
timents of an affeélionate Father, when verging
on a vaft Eternity.

As you have often difcovered an Incli-
nation to the Gofpel ‘Miniftry; which ap-
pears to increafe, as you advance in your
Age; Ifhall therefore, in the followin
Particulars, give you my Sentiments ancgl
Advice refpecting your Duty in this Affair:
And do defire and expeét your ferious At-
tention. And,

1. Let me warn you againft being perempts-
1y in refolving to undertake this Officc. You
are not your own; but belong to God:
He is your Sovereign and Mafter , you are
his Dcpendants and Servants; and your Ta-
lents fhould be all exercifed according to
his Pleafure. It becomes you therefore to
wait upon him; and if he, by his Provi-
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dence, fhall counteract your Determinati-
ons, be refigned; chearfully fubmit to his
Will; and readily embrace any Employ-
ment to which he fhall call you; for he
atts not without wife Ends, which, tho'
you fee not at firft, you may after-
wards.

II. T advife, that before you undertake
this Miniftry, you carcfully inquire how
you arec qualified. Reafon will tell you,
that no Man fhould engage in what he is
difqualified for: He fhould not in Things
of a fecular Nature; much lefs in the Mi-
niftry, which refers to the Soul, and the
great Concerns of Eternity. As I fuppofe
you have fuch a Degree of natural and ac-
quired Accomplithments, as would be ac-
cepted by a Judicature of Chrift; I there-
fore pafs over thefe; and, at prefent, fhall
only confider true Piety. 1have heard you
acknowledge, that this was neceflary in
Gofpel Minifters : But, you ought to have
fome Clearnefs that you have this Piety,
before you undertake their Office. Search
therefore ftrictly into your Cafe; and di-
ligently attend to what I fhall offer to your
Afliltance. And here,

In your very Entrance into this Inqui-
ry, vea fhould fix it in your Minds, as

a cer-
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a certain Truth, that, if you know notbing
of your having fuch Exercifes, as are common
to God’s People, you ought to conclude you bave
#0 true Piety. For, as one muft be confci-
ous of the Thoughts, and Exercifes of his
own Mind ; and cannot but retain a Senfe
of thofe with which he has been often and
deeply imprefled; fo, it muft be granted,
that true Believers retain an affeting Senfe
of their folemn Thoughts and deep Exer-
cifes in religious Matters,  All true Believ-
ers have al%c&ing Exercifes of Mind in Re-

ntance for Sin, in believing and delight-
ing in the Lord and his Ways: And, can
you once f{uppofe, they can truly repent
of Sin, and be infenfible of their Grief and
Sorrow for, and Hatred of it? Can they
ardently love God, breath after Communi-
on with him, and Conformity to his Will,
as they do, and yet perceive nothing of
thefe Emotions of Soul? Can they have
a new Knowledge, new Affettions, and,
in fhort, be new Creatures, and know no-
thing of thefe Things ? Be born again, and
yet born blind ! Groﬁg Abfurdity | They will

not only perceive thefe Things ; but the
Impreflions of them can never be erafed
from their Minds. Yet we muft own, that
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many are true Believers, who have preat
Doubts ; not whether they have fuch Views
and Exercifes as refemble thofe of God’s
People ; but, whether theirs are of the
fame Nature with thofe of the Godly, and
eflentially different from the Attainments
of Hypocrites. Nor can they clearly deter-
mine this, without the Affiftance of God's
Spirit; for, it is he that oeareth Witnefs
with their Spirit that they are the Children of
God. (a) Therefore, while they folemnly
fearch and try their Cafe, they ecarneftly
implore bis Aid. 1f you had received coun-
terfeit Coin, in the Place of pure Gold, you
would be fenfible of your having it, and
obferve it appeared like Gold. But, it a
Sufpicion of its being counterfeit took Place
in your Minds, you would then endeavour
to have it tried, that you might find out
the Certainty : Such is the Cafe of doubt- .
ing Chriftians. But if you had no Money,
or, only an handful ofy Dung, you could
never imagine you had Gold: So unlefs
you are clear, you have fuch Spiritual Ex.
ercifes, as, at leaft, nearly refemble thofe
common to God’s People, never imagine
you are truly pious; elfe, you will furely
deceive yourfelves; and an Error here, may

(a) Rom. viii. 16.
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be the Occafion of your everlafiing Perdj.
tion.

Having given you this Caution; I be.
feech you to be impartial in the Tryal of
yourfclves. Search not with the View to
find fomething to fupport you in the Be-
lief that your State is right; but, be wil-
ling to know how it is sx Reality. If it be
wrong, your knowing this wouid probably
1:3ke you more earneft in feeking a Reme-
dy; whereas, a groundlefs Opinion of its
Safety, wouid tend to lull you in a carelefs
Sccurity, until paft Relief. But if it be
right ; your finding fatisfactory Evidences
of this, would, doubtlefs, afford an smex-
prefible Pleafure. 1 intreat you alfo, to be
Jolemn in your Examinations. Retire by
yourfelves, to prevent Interruption from
any Amufement; and then, try to have
your Minds imprefled with a Senfe of the
Importance of "your fpiritual, and eternal
Concerns.  Be importunate with God for his
Affiftance ; join with the Pfalmift, faying,
Search me, O God, amd know my Heart, 11y
me, and know my Thoughts ; and Jee if there
be any wicked Way inme, and lead me in the
Way everlaping. (5) 1 alfo beg you would
be  frequent in your Inquiries : * Slacknefs

here,
(6) Pfal. exxxix, 23, 24.
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here, can only flow from carnal Security:
And, reft, O reft not in Generals ; but
inquire throughly into your Cafe.  And efpe-
cially, query yourfelves ftrictly on the fol-
lowing Particulars, <iz.

Firfty Your Knowledge of Sin, and Difpofi-
tion of Mind refpeciing it. You are taught
to own, that all are in a guilty and loft
Condition by Nature; and that to fave
fuch, Jcfus Chrift became @ great Phyfician.
Many content themfclves with a general
Affent to thefe Things: But, you never
have in Earneft applied to Chrift, unlefs
you have firft had fuch a View of your
wretched Cafe as has deeply affeted you
and brought you, with folemn Anxiety, to
feck Salvation. For, as Chrift tells us, the
IWhoie, i. e. thofe who think they are fo,
bave no Need of the Phyfician ; they will not
apply to him ; but the Sick: So, all that
ever truly came to Chrift, have been
anxioufly labeuring under the felt Burden
of Sin. A Senfe of their Guilt and Pul-
lution, has urged them to flee for Refuge,
o lay hold upon the Hope fet befire them,
Confider alfo, what is your aliding Senfe of
Sin;  what Views of your Biindnefs of
Mind, Hardnefs of Heart, Carnality of
Affeétions; are you (o fenfible of theft,

that
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that they afford Matter of conftant Grief fuch
and Trouble to you ? Do you hate Sin for " of
its own Sake ; and are anxious in feekin your
fantifying Grace ? Do you guard againit aﬁ Is (
Sins, fecret, as well as open? The Scrip- youl
tures affure us that all the Godly are thus amo
exercifed : How are you ? | nefs
Secondly, What Views you bave of your oi:n and
Strength and Rigbteoufne(s. Jo you plainly Perf
See, that w.thout Chrift ftrengthening you, “you
you can do nothing that is truly Good? ; divii
that you are mot [ufficient even to think a Forc
goed Thought; and therefore breath after the
the quickening Influences of God’s Spirit ? been
Do you efteem the beft you have done, Soul
or can do, as filthy Rags, that cannot atone then
for Sin, nor endure the Severity of God’s fure
Judgment; and therefore would tremble Do
at the Thought of being found in your Pati
own Righteoufnefs? Is this your Cafe ? the
Thirdly, What your Apprebenfions and and
Difpofitions are with regard to divine Things. of G
Do you love the blefled God for his own it y
Excellencies; and fo earneftly pant after in
the Enjoyment of him; that neither Ho- Rul
nours, Profits, nor Pleafurers can fatisfy liev
you; nor Ordinances give you Content- of |
‘u:cnt, without the Manifeftation of his of 1
*Paove and Grace to you? Have you had
o fuch
O




7o bis SONS. 97

fuch affecting Difcoveries of the Way
~of Salvation by Grace, as quite charmed
your Souls ; and filled you with Wonder 2

Is Chrift Jefus the Pear! of great Price in

your Efteem; and, to you, the chiefeft
aineng ten Thoufand? (¢) Is his Righteouf-
nefs the great Foundation of your Hope;
and do you look for the Acceptance of your
Perfons and Services thro’ him alone? Have
you had fuch a favoury Relifb, and Tafte of
divine Things, that they have with ftrong
Force, and powerful Energy penetrated into
the very Center of your Hearts; and there
been fo deeply fixed and rooted, that your

Souls have been moulded according to
them, and brought with inexprefiible Plea-
fure to chufe an holy and heavenly Life ?
Do ycu chufe and delight in Sobriety,
Patience, Mecknefs, Mercy, Truth, Fufiice, and
the like Branches of the Chriftian Temper
and Conduét? Do you fo delight in the Law
of God after the inward Man, that you make
it your Study all the Day; and ftrive to be
in every Thing conformable to this blefied
Rule? Thus, the Scriptures fpeak of Be-
lievers taing that the Lord is gracions; (d)
of their having the Light of the Knowledge
of tie Glory of God, in the Face of fejus
O Clzr{/f s

(() Canto v, 10. (6{} l Pct. li. 5.

.4t
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Chrift , and being changed into the fame Image
(¢) of their having the Law of God written
in their Hearts ; rejoycing in bis Word;, and
eficeming all bis Precepts, concerning all Things,
to be right 5 and bating every falfe Way. (f)
What is your Cafe?

Fourtbly, Is the Glory of Ged yov= princi-
pal End ; and do the Things that 1 moft
to promote this lie neareft your rlearts?
Would you be willing to part with even
Life isfelf for the Honour and Intereft of
the Redeemer? A Chriftian Spirit would
lead you to this; and if you are not dif-
pofed to part with all Things, at Chrift’s
Call, you cannot be bis Difciples. (g) As you
incline to the Gofpel Miniftry ; can you fay,
that filthy Lucre is not the Ground of your
defiring it; nor yet Worldly Honour ; but
that the Advancement of God’s,Glory, and
the Salvation of immortal Souls are your
principal Aim? Is this your Cafe? Upon
the Whole, if you have other neceflary En-
dowments, and are experimentally acquaint-
ed with thefe feveral Particulars, inftead of
diffuading you from the Miniftry, I would,

1. Entreat you to umdertake it. But if
your Cafe be fuch in Reality, I doubt not

but

(¢) 2 Cor. iv. 6; and iii. 18. (/) Jer. xxxi. 33.
Plal, 119, 162, 128, (g) Luke xiv, 20.
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but you are ready, at Times, to thrink back
and fay with Mofes, Lord fend by the Hand
of bim whom thou wilt fend. (b) Views of
the Greatnefs, and Difficulty of the Work ;
a Senfe of your own Sinfulnefs and Infuffi-
ciancy 3 and the Doubts you, perhaps, at
Times, have about your fpiritual Eftate,
are likely to bring you to this. It is often
the Cale of God’s Siervants ; and hence while
others are too forward, they muft be forced
into God’s Jlerveft, as the Words in Mat.
ix. 35. tranflated, that be will fend forth
Laboivers inte bis Harveft, fignify : I, there-
fore, befeech ybu not to decline this Work,
if the Church be willing to receive you.
And let me tell you, that as it is very fin.
ful to run without a Call from God; fo it
1s dangerous to draw back, when he has fo
far qualified you for, and cleared up your
Way to this Office. He can eafily baffle
you in other Enterprizes, and fend more
Difficulties in your Way than you could meet
with in the faithful Difcharge of the Mini-
ftry. Remember what befel ¥omab, for
declining to go to Niniveb, when God call-
ed him.  The glorifying of God (houid be
your great Study ; and all your Endeavours
fhould center here:  For this End were you

made;

(b) Exod, iv. 13,
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made ; for this you are preferved; and for
this favoured with fome valuable Endow-
ments : And you may be affifted in judging
of the Way you fhould take to glorify him
in by the Talents he has given you, and the
Door that, by his Providence, is opened
for you. Confider further, that the Gofpel
Miniftry is the bef /¥ay, in which you can
ferve God and your Generation, if you
are but competently qualified. It is the
grandef Office in which any of our degene-
rate Race is employed. Itis a pleafant Work,
all centering in Chriff, all tending to Hea-
ven. It has a noble Iffue, the Glory of God,
Salvation of loft Sinners, and the eternal
Felicity of faithful Labourers; for they who
turn many to Rightecufnefs, (hall fbine as the
Stars for ever and ever. There is a good
Mufter to ferve; who will fupport you in
his Work ; and #ever leave, nor forfake you.
And there is a Jloud Call for Labourcrs;
Multitudes are anxious after, and read
to perith for fome to break the Bread of
Life. Let thefe Confiderations fink deep
into your Hearts. And may God diret
you to what is Duty.

IV. Upon the Suppofition of your Un-
dertaking the Miniftry, I fhall give you a
few Directions relative to your Deportment

therein ;
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therein ; which I befeech you ftrictly to ob-
ferve.  And,

Firft, Be much in .the Study of Divinity.
The Apoftle’s Direction to Timothy was,
Stdy to fhew thyfelf approved. Ordinarily,
we can neither be qualified for, nor fuitably
acquit ourfelves in the Miniftry without
much Study. We fhould feek to find out
acceptable Words, that are wupright, even
Words of Truth. (i) It is fhocking to fpeak
Nonfenfe or Non-truths in the Name of
the Lord. But, whatever you read in a
curfiry Iay, be very careful in the Choice
of the Authors you fhall more frequently
perufe: For, as the Food you digeft is
incorporated with, ind becomes a Part of
the Body ; fo. the Authors you dclight in,
affe&t the Mind, and form the Sentuments,
You are anxious to have the moft swholefome
Fued , but fhould be more anxious to have
the joundeft Autkors, efpecially on Divinity,
your grand Study. Therefore, in the Choice
of aLibrary, be careful to have the Appro-
bation of the Pious and Fudsicious.

Secondly, Study Mep as well as Books. (*)
Make yourfelves acquainted with the Poor
and Mean, as well as with the Wife, Noble

and

(*) The proper Study of Mankind is Man.—Pore.
(1) Eccl, xii, 10,
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and Rich ; with one Denomination and Order
of Men, as well as with another; for your
Concern is with all; and the greater your
Knowledge of Mankind is, you are the bet-
ter qualified for doing them Service : For
being acquainted with their various Turns
of Mind, and the different Springs of their
Condu&, you can the better judge of the
reft Means for convincing them of
their Evils, and gaining them to God. Tbis
Study is alfo a noble Mean to free you from
various pernicious Prejudices, which others,
thro’ Ignorance, are kepr under.
Thirdly, Guard againft the Society of ungod-
By and vain Men, cfpecially thofe of a Jopbifii-
cal Turn of Mind ; for they will try, to their
utmoft, to divert you from ftn&t Godli-
nefs ; thesy Words will eat as doth a Canker
and their Example infe& you by little and
little : So that thefe Men, you would
be likely to lofe your Reputation, have your
Ufefulnefs marred, and be hurt in your {pi-
ritual Concerns. Let therefore Men of a
g:oved Integrity, Sobriety, and Judgment,
your Companions and Counfellors. He
shat walketh with wife Men fBall be wife, but,
a Companion of Fools fball be defireyed. (%)
Fourthly,

(#) Prov, aiii, 20.
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Fourtbly, Seck to bave much of the Life of
Religion ; to retain the Relith of divine
Things on your Souls. This will tend
greatly to your Comfort, as well as Ufeful-
nefs. To have this Frame of Mind, you
muit guard againft all Sins, and even the
Appearance of Evil; againft being free with
a vain World, and fafbioning yourfelves ac-
cording to the Lufts thereof. You muft alfo
be frequent in the Exercife of Religious Du-
tics ; efpecially in lving by Faith on Chrift,
who is our Rigbteoufnefs and Stremgth. In
fuch a Courfe does the Lord grant quick-
ening and comforting Grace to his People :
Hence, they who wait xpon bim, fball renews
their Stremgth s they fhall mouns up with Wings
as Eagles; they fball rum and mot be weary,
and walk and not faimt. (1) |

Fiftbly, Strive for the Mortification of your
Corruptions. If thefe fhall have the Afcen-
denéy over you, you will be voluntary Slaves
10 the worft of Mafiers; and that, while you
are urging others to caft off their Chains.
The only Way of obtaining the Maftery
over them is, by walking in the Spirit, itis
thus ye fball not fulfil the Lufts of the Flefb.
(m) Carefully guard againft priding yourfelves
in your Attainments, Gifts, Graces, or La-

bours ;
() Ifa. x1. 31, () Gal. v. 10.
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bours; left God be provoked to kf you
and them. Let what befel Uzziah, He-
rod, and many others for this Sin, be a
Warning to you.

Sixtbly, 1 entreat you would frive o as
as the faithful Servants of God, in whatever
Duty you engage in. Let it be your firft
Care to know that the particular Caufe you
undertake be realy Duty : If it is not, how
diligent foever you are in promoting it, you
are not doing the Service of God. But,
if it is, then beware of knowing any Man
after the Flefb: Let neither the Pleafure,
nor Difpleafure of Friends or Enemies ; let
neither the kindef Offers, nor the feverep
Threatenings caufe you to flinch back, or
deviate, in the leaft, from Duty; elfe you
are not as the Servants of Chrift; and whas
will you do in the End thereof ? But further,
You ought to ufe no Means to promote even
a good Caufe but what are honeft and ho-
nourable. If they are not honeft, you are
then doing Evil that Good may come; commit-
ting a Sin the more effectually to perform
a Duty. And will you [peak, or alt wick-
edly for a boly God! this he abhors! (»)
Or if you make ufe of Sly, underhand,
and fneaking Mcthods; thefe fhew you are

afhamed

(n) Job xiii. 7.
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ahamed of your Undertaking; whereas,
a good Caufe is honourable, and fhould be
openly, and undauntedly maintained.  Too
many, when they fuppofe their Caufe is
pood, and find they cannot promote it by fair
Means, are apt to make ufe of the contra-
-5 and to a&, as if they thought the
Cndnefs of their Defign would vindicate
the Sadnefs of the Means, which is popifh,
uitmmly, and unchriftian! Finally, If you
would1ét as the faithful Servants of God,
vou fhoeld be anxicus for the Succcfs of your
Lakouis: For, if you are contented with
barcly doirg the Bufinefs of your Office,
without fincing it anfwers the End, you
Difesver ameranaiy Spirity and fhicw, that
your Mafter’s Cavfe is not realy at Heart,
You thould not be eafy without fecing Sin-
ners converted and turned to God, and
Saints eftablifhed and comforted by your
Labours, .

Scventhly, Strive to your utmofl, to live in
Loze and Peace with your Brethren in the Mi-
nijiiv. You fhould not be eafily offended
ar them; nor do what might prevent or
hurt their Ulefulnefs.  You are joint La-
botrers in the Lord's Virevard, and Unanimi-
ty amonglt you is quite neceflary for pro-
moting vour Mafler’s Work.,  And, Beware

j* of
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of being the guilty Caufe of Divifions in
tae Church : Study 1o keep the Unity of
the Spirit in the Bond of Peace, (0) know-
ing that every Kingdom divided againtt
itfelf is brought to Defolation; and that to
bite and devour ome amother, is the Wa»
to be confumed one of amotber. (p) But,

V. Upon the Suppofition that you s€
Strangers to the fpintual Exercifes buore
mentioned, I muft diffucde you from ofven-
turing on fo important a Work as the Mini-
Siry is; tho' there thould appear no sutward
Impediment in youg Way. For, if you have
not an experimental Acquainunce with
thefe Exercifes, which are common to all
God', People, you are not, the faithful Ser-
vants of God ; and therefore effentially dif-

ualified for this Work. If you fhould un-
crtake a2 Work of Importance for a Man
without his Approbation ; and without Skill
requifite to perform it, what could you ex-
pect but his high Difpleafure in the Iffue ?
And, will God, think you, approve of your
thrufting yourfclves into the Miniftry, with-
out your having his Grace to fit you for,
or his Call to authorize you in this Service ?
You cannot think God is ever at a Lofs
to promote the Work he defigns to accolp&;

i

(e) Eph.iv. 3. (p) Mat. xii. 25. Gal. v.gs.
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plih in his Church; fince he can qualify,
and fend forth as many as he pleafes: But,
if he has not endowed you with his Grace,
you may juftly efteem it an Evidence, that
he defires not your Service in that Way ;
ard why fhould you intrude yourfelves, as
tho’ he could not do without you, how un-
fit oever? ‘This would be prefumptuous 3
and too daring, indeed! And, what Apolo-
gies can you offer for refolving to undertake
this Work, while Strangers to true Piety ?
Firff, 1f you fhould fay, * that, as your

¢ Defign in” fixing on the Gofpel Miniftry
¢ was, that your fpiritual Welfare might be
¢ promoted, judging this Calling would
“ tend to prevent your falling into Vice,
¢ and be a noble Mean of fitting you for
¢ Heaven; you, therefore, hope the Good-
¢ nefs of your Intention will be a Vindica-
¢ tion of your Condué&.’ I anfwer, that
this Defign is very laudable; and did I
think the Mean proper, I would difcover
the Difpofition of a Tyrant, inftcad of the
Affe&ion of a Father, by trying to difluade
you. Bur, the Mean you propofe is impro-
pery fince thofe who are deftitute of true
Piety, are, by the Word of God, debarred
from the Gofpel Miniltry ; and therefore your
engaging in this Work, muft be a going
out




108 The Fatrusr’s A DD RESS

out of the Way of Duty, and foa very indi-
- re¢t Courfe for promoting your {piritual
Welfare. 1 may further fay, that inftead
of being more fitted for Heaven, ungodly
Minifters, often, become more kardened and
fettled on their Lees. They are very liable to
Self-Deception : For, as they are better ac-
quainted with the holy Scriptures than
Thoufands ; are exercifed in holy Duties;
ferve at God’s Altar; reprove other Mens
Faults; “and preach up Holinefs both of
Heart and Life. As they, moftly, are free
of the licentious Extravagances of prophane
Sinners; and are neither fo vain in their
Conduct, as fome are; nor negleét the Du-
ties of Religion as many do; therefore, they
are apt to think their Cafe fafe; tho’ their
Office itfelf obliges them to this more ftriét
Condu&, even from fecular Motives. In
thort, they have fo many Jplendid Stones,
thatappear like the Chriftians Fewels, that with
the Pharifees of old, they can’t be perfuaded
they are blind alfo. Hence, in Times of
Reformation, but few of fuch Clergymen
bave ever been brought to countenance
God’s Work ; or to be perfuaded they were
wrong. How fewof the Fewifh Priefts or
Rabbies believed on Chrift ? How few of
the Popifb Clergy joined with the Pﬁ)te-

tant
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ftant Reformers ! They were whole in their
own Eyes and needed not the Phyfician.
Befides ; ungodly Miniiters, cither turn out
Prophane, and are a Difgrace to their Func-
tion; or, are meer Pretenders, acting a
Scene of Hypocrify, and counterfeiting that
Holinefs to which they have no Heart-
Love, in order to a& in Charater. So that
what fhould be as their Meat and Drink,
Yecomes a Kind of Slavery to them : Unbap-
¥y C)_/Ie’ Or,

Secondly, If you thould fay ¢ that you fee
¢“ the Errors and Miftakes of others fo
“ clearly, and arefo well refolved againft them,
“ that you hope to do better than they, and
““ be ufeful in the Church; and therefore
¢ are encouraged to undertake the Mi-
““ niftry from this Profpet of Things.”
I anfwer; that fome who have turned out
quite prophane, have, not only, fuppofed
they were very found, and well fixed in
their Refolutions againit Vice; but have
been efteemed hopeful, even by the Judici-
ous. Befides; how found and guarded fo-
ever you be; it cannot be fuppofed, you
can be truly faithful, while void of faving
Faith. A taithlefs faithful Minifter 1 cannot
conceive of ! The moft promifing Genius,
fweet natural Temper, and beft Inftructions

from
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from Men, can not bring you to fuch juft
Apprehenfions of, and fuch a real Regard
to divine Things, as you ought to have,
i order to be faithful. If it were not fo;
where would the Myflery of Godlinefs be ? or,
what Neceflity would there be of the rege-
nerating Influences of God’s Spirit in order
to bring us to the true Knowledge and Love
of Gof ? Or, would there be fuch a Diffe-
. rence between the Godly and Ungodly, ar
- that they would be contrary, the one to
the other ; as the Scriptures affert they are?
-~ Moreover, you fhould think that your Stand-
- ing 1s not in yourfelves, but in God, ard
~ that your counteracting his Will, is a back-
ward Way to obtain his Affiftance.
Thirdly, Should you plead *¢ that as your
¢ Studies have been adapted to the Mini-
“ ftry, your declining it now would be
“ much to your Difadvantage ; efpecially,
“ as you eannot well be fupported through
- ¢ Studies requifite to a different Profeffion ;

™

“ and that, therefore, Neceflity Urges you

-« to undertake this Office.” 1anfwer; that,
whatever you follow, Acquaintance with Di-

vingty is a valuable Atainment ; and may be

of fingular Ufe to you, efpecially, in your

{piritual Concerns; fo-that, you are not to

\efteem your Studies in Divinity as Joff La-
§ bour,
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bour, tho’ you decline the Minifkry. Be-
fides; there are various Callings to which
you may turn youiielves, witg‘, perhaps;
no great Inconvenicpcy; and Callings both
honeft, and more to your temporal Advan-
tage than the Minifiry in general is:" Such
as, the Practice of Phyfick, Merchandizing,
(Fe. in which, feveral Branches of your
Learning are quite neceffary. And thought
fome Difficulues fhould occur in the Way
to thele Callings, yet, ’tis better to-encoun-
ter them, than to engage in what you are
more difqualified for.
Finally, Should you plead, ¢ that you are
“ urged to undertake this Office, by many,
“ both clergy and Laity; and cannot with-
 ftand their Importunity ;5 fince, you look
‘ on the Call of good People, efpecially of
‘ Minifters, to be God’s Call.” My Re-
ply to this is ; that if they urge you, with-
out their having competent Satisfaction of
your being truly pious, as well as otherwife
qualified, they have no Warrant from God,
but the contrary : And how can we efteem
that God’s Call, that contradiéts his reveal-
ed Will? Suppofe you had received as am-
ple Authority to adminifter all Gofpel Or-
dinances as the Church could give you:
Should God accoff you - even while. officiat-
ing ;
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ing ; and demand of you, faying, ¢ What
‘“ have you to do to declare my Statutes;
““ and att as my Meflengers, fince you are
¢ Strangers to evangeligal Holinefs, the dif-
¢ tinguithing Ornament of all my faithful
¢ Ambaffadors, and fo notapproved by me
Do you think you could, with any Face,
reply, faying, ¢ Lord we were urged hereto,
“ and authorized by thy Miniiters.” Or,
would this avail you any more, than Adan’s
Apology for eating the forbidden Fruit a-
vailled him ? The Woman, {aid he, whom thou
gaveft to be with me, fhe gave me of the Tree,
and I did eat.  You ought not to regard the
Opinion of the Be#, any further than it
agrees with God’s Word. Upon the
Whole s 1f you regard the divine Authority,
which debars you from this Office : If you
pity poor blind Souls, that you are very un-’
fit to guide, being blind alfo : If you would
not be a Burden infteadof a Service to the
Church of God; which requires faithful
Men for Paftors: If your own Happinefs
lies near your Heart ; and you would not
add to your aggravated Crimes, that of
rening Souls : 1f you regard the folemn Ac-
count you muft give of your Stewardfbip ;
and the aggravated Condemnation ungodly

Minifters will meet with at the laft Day‘I;‘
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If thefe Confiderations have Weight with
you; and great Weight they fhould have ;
then, defift, until you are otherwife qua-
lified. Think, O think ferioufly of your
prefent dangerous State; think, until you
are deeply affected with it: Cry mightily
to God for divine Influences. Seek to clofe
with Chrift, as he is offered in the Gofpel.
Admit him into your Hearts; who, before,
had only the Notion of him in your Heads.
Reft not, until you obtain pardoning and
fanétifying Grace. If you then fhall come
to preach Chrift, you will preach him, and
the Riches of bis Grace experimentally and af-
fectionately. 'Which may God, of his free
Mercy, grant, through Jefus Chrift.

As the Remainder of this Addrefs did
not refer to the Gofpel Miniftry, I thought
it would be improper to infert it here.

The End of the Ex1rACT,
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An ADDRESS tothe Laity.

T is not fitting, Brethren, in this Per-

- formance to pafs you over in Silence
fince it is for you efpecially that Minifters
are defigned. From among you they are
taken; to you fent; and for you they la-
bour. 2our Servants they ave for Fefus’s Sake :
(s) And to you the Savour of Life or
Death. (b)

Some of you, likely, on confidering the
Dignity, Ufefulnefs, and Heavenlirefs ot this
~ Office, are earneftly defirous to have your
Sons or Friends employed hercin. I am
far from thinking fuch a Defire culpable,
- when it is upon the Suppofition of their be-
ing ‘competently qualitied for the Work ;
but if otherwife, it muit be very finful and

bafe.. And to prefs them forward, while - |

it is moft likely that they are deftitute of
fome principal Qualification, is yet worfe.

I. Therefore let me caution you againft
being very urgent in this Matter, without-
great Clearnefs as to their Fitnefs,

| Perhaps

(a) 1 Cor. iii, 22, (&) z Cor. ii. 16.

%
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Perhaps you will fay, ¢ that they are e-
“ fteemed to have a competent Degree of
“ all neceflary Endowments, except true
“ Prety ;” with regard to which, you own,
they are fufpicious. A Pity truly, fince this
1s a Qualification of the utmoft Importance,
efpeciaily in 4 Minifter of the Gofpel. But
if you fay, ¢ that you look upon this Office
““ as a probable Mean of obtaining the
“ Grace of God, and therefore think it
“ right to ufe your utmoft Endeavours to
“ hae them introduced ;” this would be
{tralg realoning indeed! The Force of it
being plainly this, that you think it right
to ufe your utmoft Endeavours for bringing

‘them 1nto an Office which, thro’ the Want

of an important Qualification,  they cannot
faithfully perform; and, the unfaithful
Difcharge of which is the likely Way to
procure eternal Ruin to themfelves and-o-
thers: And this you will do, on 4 dare Sup-
Pefition of their being afterwards prepared

for jt, having no Certainty that ever they

will. Could you think that fuch Conduét
as this -would be rational in Things of a
temporal Nature? You likewife fuppofe
that the Miniftry, which God debars them
from, while unfantified, they may fafely

ufe'as a Mean of their Cofiverfion; 7. e.
they

———
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they may hope for God’s Favour and Afiift-
ance while going out of his 'Way, and con-
tradicting his Will.  Therefore if thofe you
would have brought into the Miniftry are
intent upon it themfelves, let the Officers of
the Church determine whether they fhall be
admitted or not, and lay afide your Anxie-
ty. And fince thefe Officers are under fo-
lemn Cbligations to be faithful, if they fhould
-even rejett your Friends, it is your Duty

~ to acquiefce, unlefs there are plain Appear-
- ances of Partiality ; 1 fay plain Appeaygnces ;
becaufe from the bigh Thoughts wei‘ too
apt to have of our Friends, we are rea-
dy to fufpect Partiality, barely upon their
being rejected. Nor ought you only to ac-
- quiefce, but to defire and pray that thefe
Officers may be fo faithful, that a Regard
to you will never engage them more eafily
to admit your Sons or Friends into the Mi-
niftry, which would indeed be bafe Partiality.
II. T advife you to be wery cautious in the
Choice of a Minifier for your frated Paftor.
I do not diffuade you from Minifters, be-
caufe they are of this or that Side, or Par-
ty in the fame Church; no, I only warn
you to avoid fuch, of whatever Side, or
Party they be, as are not likely to anfwer
the End of the Miniftry to you, but rather
to
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to be hurtful. Think not, that in this
Warning I am going out of my Sphere;
fince I have the Prophets and Apoftles for
Examples : Thefc of}t)en warned the People
of the Danger of fuch Leaders ; yea none
was more particular herein than Chrift him-
felf; he not only warned his Hearers againit
falfe Propbets, but gave them Marks by
‘which they fhould know them.
But fome may fay, that ¢ fince Minifters
“ have been tried, approved of, and recom-
¢ mended to them by Men more learned
¢ and judicious, and as confcientious as
¢ themfelves, they will therefore be more
- ¢ fafe in the Choice thefe make than in
¢ their own.” This is indeed a fhort Way
of removing all Difficulties that might oc-
cur in fuch a Cafe; and doubtlefs may,
fometimes, happen quite well. But, when
we fee thofe, who are efteemed as learned,
judicious, and confciencious Men, bringing
into the Miniftry, and recommending to
others, fome who fhew themfelves very un-
worthy of the Office, which not feldom
happens, it feems to be a Reafon fufficient
to guard us againft ating implicitly in a
Matter {o interefting and momentous.  Prefly-
tcrians in particular, as well as fome other
Denominations of Chriftians, not only nlz)ay,
ut
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but are required to chufe their own Mini-
fters ; and wou’d juftly think it hard to be
denied this Privilege, when they have an
Opportunity of {fuiting themfelves in one
out of feveral- Candidates fuppofed to be
offered to them. Why then, fhould they
themfelves give up a Privilege, which they
wou'd not fuffer to be taken from them
by Force ¢ To me it feems almoft as rea-
fonable, that I fhould yield, with the Papifs,
to receive, without Hefitation, whatever
Dolirines the Church enjoyns, “as, that
I fhould agree chearfully to receive what-
ever fpiritual Guide 1t may think proper to
recommend, orappoint for me. But my
intended Brevity will not allow me to infift.
The Scriptures, and Reafon both, do un-
doubtedly allow you to chufe your {piritual
Guides ; and a rational Choice you cannot
make, without inquiring into, and obuain-
ing Satisfaction with regard to their Fitnefs.
A few Confiderations will evince that you

ought to be very cautious herein. And,
Firft, Confider the important Confe-
quences of the Miniftry with regard to your-
felves : Of thefe I have already {poken,
and fhall only now add, that fuch affesing
Confequences thould engage you to aét with,
at leaft, as great Caution as you would co
In
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in temporal Affairs that nearly concern you.
Were you in Danger by Enemies, you would
not chufe a Lazy fleepy Drone for a Watch-
man, left, thro’ his Negligence, your Ene-
mies fhould furprize and deftroy you. Your
{piritual Fnemies are numercus, fubtile,
and malicious : Minifters are your {piritual
Watchmen;, but if they are incapable, or
negligent they have hittle more than the
Name. The Scripture ftiles them dumbd
Dogs that cannot bark y and reprefents them
as lazy, and loving to jlumber 3 (¢) either not
obferving the Danger, or not giving pro-
per Warning. If your natural Life is
threatened by a dangerous Difeafe, you are
anxious to obtain the Aid of the moft Skil-
ful Phyfician, and dread an empiric as
much as the Difeafe itfelf: Your Souls Dif-
eafes are moft Dangerous. Minifters are
{piritual Phyficians; but if they are un-
{kilful, and unfaithful, they may be the
Inftruments of your eternal Death | If you
ate afraid of miffing the Way, when it is
made intricate and perplexed by Means of
numberlefs by Paths, and crofling Roads,
you defire an boncft Guide, who is himfelf
well acquainted 1n the Parts, and has often
traveled the fame Journey. Now Counter-

feit
(¢) Ifa, Ivi, 10.
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feit Graces, Seli-Flattery, Satan’s Temnta-
tions, and the Deceitfulnefs of a depraved
Heart, and blind Mind, make the Road 10
Heaven intricate : Minifters are ftiled, and
appointed to be Guides : They need, there-
fore, to be themfelves exercifed unto God-
linefs : But if they are not, they are pro-
perly ftiled dlind Leaders, and cannot mifs
falling into the dreadful Ditch of eternal
Mifery, together with all thofe who blindly
follow their Example. An unfaithful Mi-
nifter will be likely, thro’ his Careleflnefs,
to fuffer you quietly to fleep on in your car-
nal Security ; or will buoy you up, when be-
ginning to awake, with fuch a falfe Hope,
as will be torn from you by the King of
Terrors, and leave you to fink in endlefs De-
fpair. He will be likely to corrupt your
Minds and Manners by his foothing Doc-
trine, and ill Example ; or, elfe, be a Bur-
den inftead of a Relief to you, by untender,
oppreflive, and unjuft Proceedings. Ought
you not then to be very careful in your
Choice ? |

If we confider further the Education, the
- apparent Temper and Condult of too many
of the Students and Clergy thro’ the Bri-
tifb Dominions, where we are moft concern-

ed, together with the firong Propenfity that
many

Vb
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many have to be Minifters in the Church,
and the too great Laxnefs ufed in the Admif-
fion of Candidates, we cannot but think
there muft be many unfaithful Minifters,
and confequently that People thould be very
cautious in their Choice.

Great Care fhould, doubtlefs, be taken
of any, but efpecially of thofe who are de-
figned for fo great and eminent an Em-
ployment as that of the Gofpel Miniftry.
It was happy for Timothy, that in his Mino-
rity he had excellent Tutors; and it was
his honourable Character, that, from a Child,
be bad known the boly Scriptures, (d) and fo
was early qualified for Service in the .
Church. But, when we obferve the little
Care that 1s taken by many Parents aad
Tutors, even of thofe who are defigned for
the Miniftry, and the unchriftian Licence
that is allowed them, we cannot, in an or-
dinary Way, expeé to fee much of the Re-
ligion of the blgffed Jefus in their Deport-
ment. One, when a Child, thould be trained
up in the Way be fhould go, it we would have
him, when old, not to depari from it : (e)
But, if a Child is left to himfelf, he will, by
his irregular Condu, bring bis Tuters fo

| R Shame,
(4) 2 Tim, iii. 15, (¢) Prov. xxii. 6.
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Shame. (f) The Impiety of Minifters, as
well as of others, has often had its Foun-
dation laid in carelefs Education in their
Childhood and Youth. The diflolute Lives
of too many Youths deficned for the Mi-
niftry has likewife a dark Afpect on the
Church of Chrift; nor can we expeé they
will be truly faithful in this Office without
plain Evidences of their being throughly
reformed. Unedifying, tnﬂmg, nay loofe
Converfation, and fuch as borders on pro-
phane ; an Affeciation of modern Politenefs that
Jaughs at confcientious Strictnefs, and the
Fear of God, that {neers at the very Names
of Holmeis, Grace, and Faith, and bur-
lefquesConverfion, Reoeneratton, and folemn
Devotion; a hght, a frothy, and foppifh
Carriage, an Air of Wantonnefs, and abfo-
lute Unconcerneqnefs, are fome of the Cha-
ratieriftics of too many Students intending
the Miniftryv  They form thelr Tafte by
Novels and Play Books, rather than by the
facred Scriptures, which they comparatively
neglett. Vain Company is their Choice:
Cards and Dice, Dancing, merry Frolicks,
Drinking largely, and Fighting, if provok-
ed, are but the innocemt Amufements of their
{pare Hours, till Pride, Oftentation, or par-

ty

(f) Prov. xxix, 13.
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ty Zezl, or their Friends, pufh them on to
exercife their boafted Talents in the Miniftry.
From fuch as thefe, the Church can ration-
ally expect no valuable Service, unlefs di-
vine Grace work a mighty Change 1n them,
as has fometimes been the happy Cafe, even
after a Courfe of Learning, with a View to
the facred Office. But inftead of affording
Evidences of fuch a Change, the Cafe of
Numbers i1s too evidently the reverfe : F or,
tho’ a Defire of obtaining a more eafy Ad-
miflion, with a Conviétion that there fho*uld
be, at-leaft, a jfeeming Confiftency between
their Charaller and Practices, cannot but in-
duce them to make fome Reformationg
yet this is often nothing more, than the
laying afide their more openly vicious Prac-
tices, committing fome Forms of Devotion to
Memory, learmng to cenfure certain Doc-
trines and Modes of Worthip, declaiming
againft, and fueering at thofe as Enthufiafis
and  Hypoerites, who difcover much Striét-
nefs and Serioufnefs in’ Converfation. In
thele and fuch like Things, does their Re-
formation confift, without any hopeful E-
vidences of true Converfion to God A
Reformation this, that fcarcely deferves the
Name, and is no ways f{ufficient to recom-

mend them to the Service of the Church
in
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in the Miniftry. Now, as no Office is more
contrary to a corrupt Nature than this, nor
more laborious, if it is rightly difcharged;
and as no Men are more expofed to the
Hatred, and Contempt of the World, than
faithful Minifters, it may feem Strange to
fome that fuch as we have been defcribing
fhould defire this Calling. Some are even
apt to imagine that they muft be excited
hereto by the good Spirit of God. 4
groundle[s Surmife indeed; which feems to
flow from an Ignorance of what we are
next to obferve, viz. That thereis a ftrong
Inclination in Men to Offices that are e-
{fteemed facred. For it is indifputable, that
many, of a very vicious Temper and Con-
duct, have, in all Ages, been very cager
to engage in the Miniftry, more efpecially
in Times of Backfliding and Decay of Reli-
gion. Yea, in all Nations, Men have ever
been very fond of Religious Offices. Even
among the Heathens, Multitudes of both
Sexes miniftred in their Temples: Kings
and Emperors have gloried in the Title of
Arch-Prieft. Thefacred Pagesinform us, that
the Jews werefo fondof Phrophefying, that their
falfe and lying Prophets were often far more
numerous than the srue, 1n {fome Nation.;

0
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of Chriftendom, at this Day, there are ma-
ny under an ccclefiaftical Charatter; and
approved by the civil Government too,
whofe Maintenance is fo {canty, that they
are obliged either to labour or beg for a Sup-
port. And with regard to the Britifb Do-
minions ; altho’ they contain Numbers of
Minifters, who are both /learned and pious,
and who, we doubt not, undertook the
Office from a Defire of promoting the Me-
diator’s Kingdom ; and would perfevere there-
in thro’ the greateft Poverty and Perfecution :
Yet, a fmall Acquaintance with the Capaci-
- ties, the Doctrines, and Conduét of the
Clergy thro’ thefe Dominions, cannot fail
to convince the Judicious, that many of
them are very unfit for the Office. But the
Hope of a rich Benefice tempts the Covetous ;
the Defign of making it an eafy and care-
lefs Life,---the Indolent and Lazy; and the
general Refpect and Deference that is paid to
the Clergy, allure the proud into this Office.
Thus the Ambitions, the Slothful, and the
Worldling, all grafp at the Gofpel Miniftry,
becaufe they can pervert it to fubferve the
Luft of the Flefh,---and of the Eye, and

the Pride of Life. -
But, tho’ painted Hypocrites may, and
no doubt, ‘at Times, do deceive even Mi-
w nifters
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nifters who are pious and firics, and fo get
into the Office ; yet, if due Care were taken
in the Admiflion of Candidates, it would
feem, that Perfons of the aforefaid diffolute
Charater would never prefume to offer
themfelves to Tryal for the Miniftry ; or
that, if they did, they would be rejeéted.
But we plainly fee fuch are admitted; and
from their Credentials we learn, that they
are judged well qualified to preach the ever-
lafting Gofpel ; and therefore are ffrongly re-
commended to the Church. And to what
can this be attributed, but partly to the
lax Methods of Admiffion ufed by even fome
pious Minifters, and the unconfcientionus Pro-
cedure of ungodly Ones, who are willing to
difpence with the beft Rules, in order to
favour thofe who are Brethren in Sentiments,
Difpofition, and Praétice? But, as we fup-
pofe it will be allowed, that Ordination by
Men cannot alter the Difpofitions of fuch ;
fo, unlefs God fhall gracioufly change their
Hearts, we can expect nothing elfe from
them, but what we fee common with too
many Clergymen at this Day, wviz. That
they will lay afide, .or, at moft, but lighsly
touch on the Doctrines of Grace that the
Strain of their Difcourfes will be /egal, hav-
ing in them little of Chrift, who is Stlze

Ho-
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Subftance of the Gofpel ; that their Life will
be fcarcely moral: They will relax the Reins
of Difcipline, and croud Perfons of all Stamps
into the Church; while they will brow-beat
fuch as from Conicience complain of their
Conduct.

Upon the Whole it appears, you need
to be very cautious in the Choice of a Mi-
nifter for your ftated Paftor. Particularly,
you fhould endeavour to obtain Satisfaction
as to his Abiljties for the Miniftry; and
whether he is faitable for you; left you
get a Novice inftead of an able Minifter of
the New Teftament.. You fhould obferve
his Fruits; for by thefe you fhall know
him. (g) Therefore take ftrict Notice of
his Doétrine; whether it be of a lgal or
evangelical Strain; whether he aims at the
Heart, or is only intent on pleafing the Ear
whether it tends to excite the Soul to Acs:-
vity in Religion, or to lull it in Security;
and finally, whether it tends to bumble you,
or nourifhes Pride and Conceit of Self-
Sufficiency. To hear only a few felected Dif-
courfes, is not enough for this Purpofe. You
fhould alfo mark his Practice, and fee whe-
ther it be a Tranfcript of his Do&rinal In-
ftructions, and Exhortations; whether his

Con-
(g) Mat, vii. 20,
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Converfation be ftrict, uniform, and aim-
ing at Edification; and this, not by Fits,
but habitually, on every proper Occafion;
fo that he appear to be an upright and cor-
{cientious Man, But after all; f{ince you
may be impofed upon, be the more earneft
in feeking to the Lord for faithful Mini-
fters, who will naturally care for your Good,
and feed you with Knowledge, and Under-
ftanding,

111, Remve and treat fuch Minifters, as
act in Character, as the Servants and Ambaffa-
dors of Ged. Hear what Chrift fays to his
Difciples on this Head. He that receiveth
you receiveth me, and be that defpifeth you
de/pifeth me. (b) He looks on the Treat-
ment given to his Minifters, as given to
himfelf They muft be very unreafonable,
who own that God gives peculiar Qualifica-
‘tions to his Minifters; requires them to
give themfelves wholely to the Work of re-
conciling Men to himfelf, and affifting them
in the Way to Glory; and yet fuppofe,
that he leaves Mankind at Liberty to treat
them as t‘*xcy Pleafe, and will take little Ac-
count of their Condyft towards them.
The Scriptures affure us, that the Difregard
paid them has brought Judgments on Fa-

milies,
(b) Mat, x. 40, Luke x. 16.
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milies, Cities, and Nations. I would not
afk Indulgence to the Unworthy ;5 but {o long
as Minifters behave properly, endeavourmg
carefully to perform the Duties they owe
you, tho’ in Weaknefs, you are obliged to
receive and treat them in a Way becoming
their exalted Character; which reqmres,

Firft, That you honour and efteem them
not barely as Gentlemen, but as Miniflers
and Stewards of the Myfteries of God, and
entertain them, and their Miniftrations ac-
cordingly s and efteem them wvery highly in
Love for their Work’s Sake. (i) The Elders,
- that rule well, fhould be counted worthy of
double Honour, efpecially they who labour in
the Word and Doctrine. (k)

Secondly, It requires, that you be aware
of rafhly harbouring Prejudices againft
them, and taking up evil Reports. Some
indeed are backward, and even afraid of
appearing againft a Minifter, were he ever
o vicious ; as if they were fway’d by the
vulgar popith Notion, that fuch, as do, expofe
tbemfelfves to the Judgments of God. This
Shinefs has bad Effets; for hereby e-
vil Men are fuffered to continue in the Mi-
niftry, to the Difgrace of the Office, and
the Hurt of precious Souls. But, on the

S other
() 1 Thef. v. 13. (4 1 Tim. v. 17,
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other Hand, fome are fo0 ready to entertain
Surmifes, and countenance evil Reports
of them, without fufficient Grounds. ‘YThis
is bafe, when it refpeéts only our Neigh-
bour in common; but much worfe, when
it refpe’s Minifters of the Gofpel ; for it
tends to inar our profiting under them, and
hinders our affifting them : The Contagion
will fpread to the Hurt of others; and, at
laft, to the finking of their Spirits, and dif-
couraging them in their Work. Againft
an Elder, therefore, we fhould not receive
an Accufation, but before two or three Wit-
neffes. (/) We fhould cxercife that Cha-
rity towards him we would to others,
and fpread a Mantle of Love over thofe
Weaknefles we perceive in him, when we
fee he is labouring to be faithful for God.
Thirdly, If you would receive and treat
Minifters as you ought, you fhould allow
them to treat you with all Plaimnefs and
Faithfulnefs. (%larrel not with them be-
caufe they honeftly and plainly, tho’ as you
may fometimes think roughly, warn the
Secure, and detet the Self-deceived. Could
you defire them to perjure themfelves, and
ruin their own Souls, and yours too, by ex-
ceffive Lenity ? Would it not be bettert;z
i

() 1 Tim. v. 19.
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rift your Difpleafure, by endeavouring to
fave you from Ruin by pldin Dealing ? If
they fhould gratify your carnal Defire, and
prophely fmooth Things, lulling you afleep
in your Sins, you might then, indeed,
dream away your Life in Security, unatten-
tive to your efernal Concerns : But oh! what
‘would you do in the End theresf 2 (m) Such
Curtify will at laft appear, not only, Tres-
¢hery, but the moft inhumane Cruelty to
themfelves and you ; whillt it 13 2 Violation
of their Ties to Almighty God. You ought
therefore to love faithful Dealing, and Mi-
nifters for ufing it; and acting fo as to
convince you, that zhey feck not yours but
you 3 to receive their Reproofs, Inftrutions,
and Admonitions with Love; and the
more plain and faithful they are, to regard
them the uiore.

Fourtbly, If you would treat them as Gof-
pel Minifters, you ought chearfully to fub-
mit to the Exercife of Church-Difcipline by
them. Altho’ they have no Right to Jord
it over God’s Heritage, and exercife a Spiritu-
al Tyranny over Meg’s Confciences, by ar-

bitrary lImpofitions'; yet, as Officers of |

Chrift, they are impowered to maintain a
proper Decorum in his Houfe, by putting
| | in

() Jer. v. 31,

e T T e e o~
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in Execution the Rules of Difcipline he has
appointed. What they thus bind on Earth
fhall be bound in Heaven, and what they thus
loofe on Earth fball be loofed in Heaven. (n) God
will ratify their [criptural Proceedings ; and
thofe who refift, refift the Ordinance of God.
Hearken then to the Apoftle’s Exhortations,
To obey them who bave the Rule over you, and
Jubmit yourfelves 5 for they watch for your
Souls, as they who muft give Account. (o)
And to know them who labour among you,
and are over you in the Lord, and admonifb
you. (p) If any of you, by your Offences,
expofe yourfelves to the Cenfure of the
Church ; you ought readily to make fuch
Acknowledgements as the Nature of your
Crimes demands, and not imagine that
Church Officers are for gratifying a morofe
Humour, by peremptorily requiring your
Compliance. Honeft Minifters do often
with Grief of Heart ufe the Rod of Difci-
pline towards Offenders. And were you
rightly {fenfible of the Grief with which
they doit, it might be hoped you would
rather be difpleafed with yourfelves, for lay-
ing fuch a Burthen upon them, than grum-
ble at their fuppofed Severity.

Fiftbly, If you would receive and treat
Minifters agreeable to their Character, you

fhould
(#) Mat. xviii. 18. (o) Heb, xiii, 17, (p) 1 Thef, v. 12.
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jhould be wvery careful to improve under them.
They come in God’s Name, and carry his . -
Meflage. The very Defign of their Office ./
is to promote your eternal Welfare. You
ought therefore diligently to attend on their

- Miniftry. The Man that Wifdom ftiles
blefled, is he that beareth ber, watching daily
at ber Gates, waiting at the Pofts of ber Doors.
() How can Men- expect Benefit by the
Means of Salvation, while they neglect
them, by either Staying at home, or fpend-
ing in fdle Vifits the Time they fhould
~ employ in publick #Worfhip ¢ But don’t
- think that your Attendance is a// that is re-
quired. Remember our Lord commands
you to take beed bhow you bear. (r) See then
that you hear with Knowledge, Iaith, Love,
and particular Application o yourfelves.  Seck
the Law at she Mouths of your Minifters.
Receive the Truth from them, #ot as the
Word of Men, but as it is in Truth the Word
of God. (s) Confult with them about your
{piritual Affairs.  Afle their Direétion; and
that they may give it with Fudgment, you
ought to be free in opening your Cafe, as
far as Prudence will admit. How can they
otherwife give Directions {uitable to your
Cafe ¢ Be much in Self-Examination ; com-
paring

(7) Prov. viii, 34. (r) Luke viii, 18. (+) 1 Thef. ii. 13.
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paring yourfelves with the Word of God,
in order to know whether you have the
Truth of Grace, or are only building on
the Sand, and contenting yourfelves with a
{Vame 1o live, while you are f(piritually dead.
Oh! fee that you negleft not fo great Salva-
¢l 3 fince, if you do, you cannot efcape;
but your Cafe at laft muft be more intole-
rable than that of Tyre, and Sidon, Sodom,
and Gamorrab. Confider that Men muft an-
fwer for the Neglett of the Sermons they
might have heard, as well as for the Mijfm-
provement of thofe thep did hear. A dread-
- ful Doom 13 denounced againft thofe Cities
which would not receive, nor hear the Dif-
ciples of Chrift; (#) as well as againft thofe
who had feen his mighty Works, but re-
pented not. (¢)) Woe to carelefs impenitent
Sinners, when the painful Labours, Watch-
ings, Faftings, Prayers, Intreaties, and Tears
of Minifters fhall witnefs againft them in
the great Day of God’s Wrath! You that
are Strangers to Godemay /bift the Matter
a while, put his Word far from you, and
make yourfelves ealy, doting upon the Ho-
nours, grafping at the Profits of this Life,
and indulging yourfelves in the Pleafures of
Senfe; quite fatisfied with the Applaufe of dying
| Mor-
(/) Mark vi, 11, (4) Mat. xi, 20---23.
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Mortals ! but think, O think ferioufly ! whae
will become of you, when your Hedrss
Strings thall break, and your Eyes fhall be
clofed in Death, and you fhall take an ever-
lafting Farewel of all thefe glittering Vanities,
Oh! what---when you hear the Sound of
the laff Trumpet, and the Yoice of the Som of
God, calling you out of your Graves!
When you fee the Heavens remding, Chrift
with his glorious Retinue appearing ; the
Throne fet, and you placed before him whofe
Eyes are asa Flame of Fire; (v) and from
whefe Face the Earth and the Heavens fhall fle
away ! (w) When you feel the Earth quak-
ing under you, and ready to open its Jaws
to {wallow you up ! or how would you bear
to hear that swful, but juf}, Sentence pro-
nounced by that Judge, from whofe Bar
there is no Appeal, depart fromme, ye Curfed,
into everlafling Fire, prepared for the Devil
and bis Angels. () Doubtlefs, your ftout
Hearts would fail, your Knees fmite againft
cach other, and you would gnafh your
Teeth with ditter Anguifb, and Vexation of
Spirit.  The Scriptures affure you, that
fuch Things are acoming; and if you be-
-lieve the Declaration of a faithful God,
muft you not think it is high time to awake

out

(v) Rev. i. 14. (w) Rev, xx, 11. (x) Mat. 2.
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out of Sleep? Awake then out of your
Letbargy : Hearken, while 1t is yet called
To-pay, for the Night cometh wherein no
Man can Work. Oh! improve the fair
- Opporiunities of Life, Health, and Gofpel Or-+
dsnances ! The Seafons wherein Conficience
is #rging upon you the Importance of Spiri-
tual Things; and Minifters of the Gofpel
pleading with you, Sermon after Sermon,

. to bereconciled to God ; while the Lord Zim-
felf, not only by his Word, but likewife by
his Providences and Spirit, isintreating you ; all
the Faithful'in Chrift Jefus praying for you ;
and joining with the Spirit, faying, Come
and take of the Waters of Life freely:
And while Jefus, who thed his precious Blocd
to wafb us from our Sins, in order to encou-
rage you, is faying, Him that cometh to me
Twill in no wife caft out. Thefe are precious
Seafrns, but they will foon be over. They
are flying apace : . The Door of Mercy will
e’er long be fhut: And if you fhall be
thut out, there will remain no more Sacrifice
for Siny but a certain fearful looking for of
Fudgment, and firy Indignation! Stop, then,
your Courfe, ye prophane Sinners? Give up
with your #ngodly Practices, though as dear .
as a right Hand, right Eye, or Foot; for
you will buy them #00 dear, by parting with

'r Heaven,
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Heaven, and finking down to eternal Tor-
ments. I.et the Vain become folemn, and
the Carelefs earneft Inquirers wbhat they fhall
do to be [aved. l.et worldly-wife Men drop
their eager Purfuit of Wealth, which pe-
rithes with the ufing, and feek the true and

lafting Treafures of Grace and Glory. In

fine, Let unconverted Sinners of all Ranks
awake; Oh! confider your Ways, and be

wife; Give the moft earneft Heed to a—

preached Gofpel : Improve the flying Mo-
ments. Apply to a crucified Redeemer : Cry
mightily to God 3 and éive him no Reft, un-
til you obtain good Grounds to hope that

you are accepted thro’ his Son..
And you, who have Reafon to believe
that you are Chriftians indeed, fee that you
make it your Concern to grow up under the
Miniftry, as fed Calves of the Stall. Fre-
quently enquire, what Progrefs you are
making in the divine Life. Walk circum-
Jpedtly ; and manifeft the Sincerity of your
Hearts by the Holincfs of your Lives. You
have the Scriptures for a Diretory, and the
Example of Chrift for a Pattern of your
Obedience ; and be that [aith be abideth in bim,
ought bimfelf alfs fo to walk, even as be walked.
(y)  Let your Light fo fbine before Men, that
T they

(¥) 1 John i1, 6,
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v they may fee your good Works, and glorify
your Father which is in Heaven. The Night
of Sin and Sorrow 1is far fpent; the Day
of Glory is near you; walk therefore as Chil-
dren of the Light, and Expeflants of Hea-
ven.

Sixthly, 1If you would treat Gofpel Mini-

» fters as you ought, you fhould zske care to
afford them a fufficient Maintenance.  Your
Duty on this Head is well exprefled by the
Reverend Mr. Davis, late Prefident of the
College of New-Ferfey, in a Sermon preach-
ed at the Ordination of the Reverend Mr.
Fobn Todd. *“ A covetous and rapacious
¢ Difpofition, fays he, in a Minifter of Je-
¢ fus, whofe Kingdom is not of this World,
< is peculiarly unbecoming and odsous : Nor
< are his People obligzd to gratify his infa-
< tiable Greedinefs after Riches, or to heap
¢ upon him the fuperfluous Luxuries of Life.
¢t But he has a Right toa competent Main-
< tenance for himfelf and Family, from
< thofe who enjoy his Labours-------- Mini-
< fters are under the Obligations common
“ to all, to provide for themfelves and their
“ Houfe-hold ; and if they negleé: it, they
¢ bave denied the Faith, and are worje thar
¢ Infidels----They generally fuftain the ten-
& der Names of Hufband and Father ; ;nd

| £ they
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“ they are not hardened againft the affeti-
“ onate Anxieties of thofe Relations. Na-
“ ture and Religion oblige them to Educate
“ their Children, and to raife them above
“ the Hardfhips and Temptations of ex-
“ treme Poverty, They are but Mortals ;
“ nay, they belong to a languithing, dying
“ Fraternity ; who, if they are indufirious
““ and indefatigable in the Labours of their
“ Function, are notfeldom immaturely pre/-
“ fed into the Grave under the Burden of
‘ them. And I may appeal to fuch of you,
“as know any thing of the Tendernefs
““ of parental or conjugal AffeCtion, what a-

““ cute Anxigties muft diftrefs their Minds,
““ to leave their dear Reli&ts, and tender
“ Offspring, helplefs, and forlorn to the |
“ wide World, to all the Extremities of |
“ remedilefs abjecd Poverty. Minifters muft

“alfo be Lovers of Hofpitality, according
“to the apoftolic Charater of a Bifbop;
“and afford a generous and kind Entertain-
““ ment to Friends, and Strangers that vifit
“ them---But how, my Brethren, can they
“ be capable of thefe Things, but by the
“ generous Contributions of their People ?
‘““ They cannot take the ufual and neceflary
““ Meafures to fpro,vide for themfelves, with-

* out difqualifying themfelves, for the Ex-
¢ ercife
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¢ ercife of their Office, and negleting your
“Souls. All their Abilities are facred to
““God and his Church: And the Time
“ and Stremzth which you employ in tem-
¢ poral Purfuits, they are obliged to lay out
““in bard Studies for your Good, or in
 painful I.abours for their Miniftry in a
“ more publick Manner. And if you
“ {fuffer them to be diffurbed in their Pre-
¢ parations by diftracting fecular Cares and
“ Incumbrances, their Difcourfes will una-
“ voidably be indigefted, fballow, and inju-
“ dicious, and lefs adapted to your Edifica-
‘“ tion ; and confequently the Difadvantage in
‘ the Iffue will fall upon yourfelves----Be-
“ fides ; their Education, Studies, and Em-
* ployment have given their Minds fuch a
“ Turn to other Things, that they are not
“ capable of managing their worldly Affairs
““ with the fame Dexterity with thofe that
“ have always been babituated to them.
¢ Since then, my Brethren, for your Sakes,
“ they deny themfelves the Advantage of
¢ fecular Purfuits, it is highly reafonable
““ you fhould make a fufficient Provifion for
“them. Nay, thisis a Matter of Fufiice
““and natural Equity, fo the Apofile has
“ftated 1it. Who goeth a Warfare at any
& Time at kis own Charges? Who planteth a
¢ Vineyard




O e | AN L

To the LAITY,. 141

“ Vineyard and eateth not of the Fruit there-
“ of 2 Or, who feedeth a Flock, and eateth not
“ of the Milk of the Flock ? Whence it is e-
“ yident, that a Minifter has as good a
“ Right to a Maintenance from his People,
“ as a Soldier to Wages from his King, for
“ whom he fights; or the Keeper of a
“ Vineyard to eat of the Fruit of it; ora
“ Shepherd to the Milk of his Flock. And
“if they are denied this Right, they are
““ more bardly ufed than Oxen, according to
“ the Law of Mofes; for there we have
“ this Prohibition, thou fbalt not muzzle the
“ Mouth of the Ox, which treadeth out the
““ Corny which, the Apoftle informs us, was
““ not given for the Sake of Oxen, (z) but to
““ teach this Moral, which I am now incul-
“cating. This is alfo a Minifter’s Right,
““ according to the Law of Retaliation, or
“ the Rule of Proportion; for if we have
“ fown unto you f{piritual Things, faith the
“ Apoftle, isita GreaT THING, as fome
“ narrow Souls may account it, if we reap
“ your carnal Things ? Nay, this Duty you
“ are obliged to performy by the Authority
“of God bimfelf; and therefore to incul-
“cate it, is not to make an gvaricions De-
** mand upon you, in our own Names ; but to

“ inftruct

(=) 1 Cor. ix. 9.
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“ inftru& you in a Matter you thould make

“ Confcience of : For as, according to the
“ Law of Mofes, they who minifired about
“ boly Things, lived of the Things of the Tem-
“ ples and they who waited at the Altar were
“ Partakers with the Altar, in the Offerings
“of the People; even fo faith St. Paul,
“ bath the Lord himielf ordained, that they
““ who preach the Gofpel fhould live of the Gof-
“pel: (a) And no Wonder ; for the Work-
““ man is worthy of bis Meaty and the La-
“ bourer of bis Reward. (b)) You are there-
“ fore, my Brethren, to look upon your-
“ felves as bound by Reason, by GrarTi-
“ typg, by Naturar Equity, and Ju-
“ stice, and by the exprefs AuTHorITY
¢ of our LorDp Jesus CurisT, to make 3
“ competent Provifion for your Minifter of
“ the good Things of this Life; that he
““ may attend upon the Lord without Diftraction,
¢ and give himfelf wholly to the great Work
¢ of the Miniftry among you. And info
“ doing, you are not to think you are per-
“ forming a Work of Supererogation, or a
¢ Matter of Generofity, or giving Alms
““ to a Beggar ; but, that you are di{gcharg-
‘“ing a Duty binding upon your Confcience to-

| ¢ wards

(4) 1. Cor.ix, 14, (&) Mat. x. 10,
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«¢ wards him that labours among you in the
¢ Lord.”

I need fcarcely {ubjoin to what has alrea-
dy been faid, that it argues a very mean,
and unchriftian Difpofition, when People
look upon it as a Burthen to fupport their
Minifters. They think they are quite clear,
when they have given no Promife to do it;
or when the civil Law will not oblige them
and feem well pleafed, becaufe they can at-
tend upon the Ordinances, and ferve God
with what cofts them Nothing. |

IV. Be frequent and importunate In
Prayer to God, that he would Gracioufly
countenance Gofpel Minifters and their La-
bours. Confider how difficult and im-
portant their Work is; how much you
are interefted in it; and how vain and
infignificant their beft Labours will be,
without a divine Blefling upon them. Let
thefe Confiderations excite you to pray
that they may be amply furnifbed with all
needed Gifts and Graces; that they may
be faithful in their Office, and wife to win
Souls ; that they may be wupright in their
private Walk, giving no ju# Caufe of Of-
fence to any; and that the Lo:d would
pour out bis Spirit from on bigh ; put Life
into his Minifters, and Ordirances, for the

Con-
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Converfion of Sinners, and the $oy and Ed;.

Jication of Saints. And when you Addrefs

our Lord and Mafter, remember, Oh! re-
member me in Particular ; and pray that
he would forgive my Imperfeitions in the
Miniftry, my Imperfeftions in this Per-
formante refpecting the Miniftry, and
all my Iniquities; that he would hold me by
the Hand, and firengthen me for ferving him

faitbfully 3 and that rather than I thould be-

come a publick Difgrace to his Caufe, my
Name may be bdlotted out of the Annals
of Time, and 1 be numbered with the Dead.
Pray alfo, that when I fhall have finithed
my weary Pilgrimage, 1 may obtain a Place
in the New Ferufalem above, where I may
behold our Grorious REpeEEMER, altho’
at the Feet of bis Saints.

F I N I .

AR GRS R

€ The AUTHOR defires that, in Page 63,
Lines feventh and eighth, inftead of thefe Words,
[ Their Brethren in Office are doubtlefs their proper Fudges,]
the following may be read, viz. Whatever Objections
Jome offer againft Lay-men’s fitting as Fudges of the Doc-
trines of Minifiers, all muf acknowledge that Miniflers
themfelves are proper JFudges of their Brethren in Office,
and ought to take fril Cognizance of both their Dolirine
and Pradice.
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