. impartial Trial, impartially Tried, and convicled of Poartiality ¢
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REMARKS

Mr. CALDWELL'S, alias THORNTON'S

SERMON

INTITULED,

‘An lmpartlal Trial of the Spirit, &’c.

AND THE

Prerace of the Publifher in V rg:ma. i
To which is added,

A fhort APPENDIX, proving the Rmu‘r of the SYNOD of

‘ s
- IR o A———— . _ Lo .
- .

New-York:to the LiserTiEs allowed to Proteftant Dlﬁ'cntm, |
* by the Acrr of Toleration, |

By Suwu DAVIIS, Mmiﬁcr of the Pre/bytemu Coug'egation

in Hanover, Virginia,

Jer. xx. 10. For I beard the Dcfaming of many; REPORT, fay they; and W wiLy,
REPORT jt,

Job an z Should thy Lies make 2Meis bold thair Peace ? and when theu macke off, fhalt
thee afhamed P

A&: xiii, 41, Bebold, ye /L { sy and x.,mder, and perifh : for I work a Wark .in
Jour Days, o Worl which you fhall in no wifs believs, tbo @ Man declare it unto ye,

M—'———"-—

WILLIAMSBURG: Prinked by W. Panrs, M DCCXLVIIL
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REMARIKS

ON THE

Publiher's PR E F A C E, &

W A S ungratefuliy furprifed, upon my Arrival in Hunover, to find fo

early 2n Occafion to enter into Controverfy, for the Detznce of my Bre-

thren’s Character and my own, and the Credit of Religion concerned

therein, from the malicious Afperfions of fo infamous a Perfon as Mr.
Caldwell.

My natural Averfion to /¢, and confcieritious Love to Peace, as well as a
Jealoufy that perhaps the Minds of fome might be diverted from Matters of
greater Imnortance to amufe themfclves with Trifles, rendered me fo reluc-
tant to make Animadverfions upon his Performance, which is in little Re-
pute where the Author is known, that nothing but a Conviézion of Duty could
have excited me to it.

Anb truly, one that would argue for the Convi&tion of others, and not for
their Amnfement, or for Arguing’s Sake, cannot but hefitate and folicitoufly
paufe at the very Attempt, difcouraged with a too probable Profpeét of its
Unfuccefsfulnefs.----Hardly an Eye will look upon it, but what is blinded with
Prejudice! and there is hardly a Reader but what is rondered incapable of
Judging what he rcads, by the Influence of a Party-Spirit.----Perfons are ge-
nerally {fo credulous to the Accufitions, Mifreprefentations, and Clamours
of fuch as arc ¢ of their own Kidney,”” againft all who differ from them, that
they account skem indubitable Cracles and unqueftionable Falts, tho® proven
by no Evidence but the dogmatical Affertions of others; fome of whom are
of very dubious Veracity : And fo blind to the defenfive Arguments or juftly
rctorted Charges of their Opponents, that they can’t fo much as fufpeét any
Mifmanagement in themfelves, nor fee the Tnnocence of their Opponents in the
Blaze of the brighteft Lvidence; can’t lee the Force of sheir Arguments;

A2 nos
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nor perfuade themfelves it is poffible they fhould fpeak to the Purpofe, if
they fpeak in their own Bebalf.----They think Truth appropriated to the A-
cufer, and can ncver flow from the Lips of the Defendat.----’Tis enough to
make all a Man fays fufpicious, if he fpeaks for bimfe/f, even when neceffa-
rily obliged to it : And however clearly he evince his Innocence, all that he
fays will be anfwerea with, ¢ We have nothing but your Word for it.””----
Hence alfo the Name of an Antagonift prefixt to his Performance, paffes with
fuch for a Ground of rational Prefumption, that all the Arguments contained
in it are inconclufive, managed with Injudicioufncf: and lll-naiure, and refulting
from a Party-Spirit.----Thus they are anfwer’d befcre they are known '—And
as if they were confcious that thiir Antagonift might jultly entertain the fame
Prefumption of them, they gencrally conceal their Names.—It cannot enter
into their confident Minds, that perbaps their Antagonifts may be right 5 they
know not how fo much as to fufpect they are mifreprefented ; nor be fo cha-
ritable, even when they feem up in Arms for the Defence of Charity, as to
view their Condut in the moff favourable Light it will admit of.

THis is a Difeafe that feems’ the very Health of what is commonly called
A ParTy ;—nor can a perfe€t Remecly be expetted, while there is Caufe to
apply that ungrateful Appellation to Keligious Communities 5 and while there
is more Zeal thewn to profelyte Men from Prefbyterianifm to Epifopacy, or
vice ver[a, than to turn them froin the Praéfice and Love of Sin, to true and
experimental Chriffianity, -

W HiLE this irrational Bigottry and Partiality domineers in Men, it feems
more {vafonable to bewail over, and pity them in fecret Places, than fuccefl-
kfsly to jangle with them in the Face of the World.

BuT, not knowing but that Silence wouid be accounted an Evidence of
Guile, una of an invindicable Caufe ;—finding that one principal Charge a-
giinft us is, ¢ That we rfufe to reafon upon our Scheme ;”’—and fearing
that perhaps the Sermen and the Publifher’s Preface, might excite wrong Ap-
prehenfions of our Doctrines, Conduét, and Defigns, in the Minds ot fuch
as huave net Opportinity of better Information ; and confirm the Prejudices
of fuch us are alreudy difutfc éted ;—confiding with Reafon in the Goodnefs
of the Cuufc, T h.ve thought it my Duty to break thro’ thefe Difcourage-
ments, and prcfont thes cdnimadzverfiens upon them to the World

A this Srmen was 1 -publithed with a prof ft Defign to render us odious
i this Colony, "tis but v tenable that my Lifwer thould have a more peculiar
Rolor nec o tas Gy coo — Accordingly, 1 fhall tike particular Notice of
she Diefoce of the Vi g o Labiher 3 and muke fome geweral Remarks on
the Soipeey whach moy undermine its Foundation, and dodeend o Puriiculars
only whore it 1s abfuintely nocetlury.

THE
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Txe Publither’s profeft Daofign is, ¢ To open the Eyes of fome delud
¢« Pecple among us, who are impofed upon by the Itinerants ;—and to let
«« the World fe, what the Prefbyterians, in the Northern Provinces, think
« of thofc Mcn, who, tho’ they pafs here for Prefbyterian Minifters, are, in
¢t Reality, a Set of Incendiarics ; Enemies not only to the eftablithed Church,
« but alfo common Difturbers of the Peace and Order of all rcligious Socie-
¢ ties wherever they come.”

A gloomy Character indeed! and equally obfcure the Evidence to prove
it! For, :

With Refpet to ihe People, wherein, or from what have we deluded them ?
From Truth to Error ? that wants Froof.—~From Mor.lity and good Works

"« o~

to Vice and Licentioufnefs ? the Lives of many of them proclaim the con-
trary : And, alafs! many of them were but too much captivated with that
Deiufion betore they ever heard us.—Frous Propharity, to Sobristy? From
Sin to Holinefs ? From Cards, to the Bible ¢ From Horfc-racing, to run with |

Patignee the Race fet before them in the Gofpel ? From Swearing, Drinking,
and other flagitious Vices, to Religious Duties ? From a groundlefs Prefump-
tion of the Safety of their States, to a rational Concern and fuitable Anxiety
about their Danger, and an unwearied Profecution of Safcty in Chrift? Pro-
fitable Delufion! May they never be delivered from it!

Or are they deluded from the effablifod Church ? And is this the Mcthod |

we have thewn ourfelves Enemics to that Church 2 Very probably ’tis ¢bis the
Publifher has in Vicw.

But what Means have we us’d to drive them into that Delufion ? Or in
what Way have we vented our Exmity >—Have we done any thing elfe than
preach’d the principal Dofirines contained in the Articles of the Church of En-
gland 2 And has that a Tendency to delude People from that Chureh ? Or
does it difcover our Enmity againft ber 7—Do we not principally infift on fuch
Doctrines as thee ;—*¢ That there is in ¢very Man that is naturally engen-
“ der’d of the Off-fpring of Adam, a Fauit and Corruption of Nature,

whercby Man is very far gone from Original Fighteoufndds, and is of his
own Nature inclin’d to Livil j—und therctore in cvery Perfon born into
this World, it deferveth Go’s Wrath and Damnation.  And this Infetion
of Naturc doth remain, yea, in them thut are regencrated.—And thic
there is no Condemnation for them that belicve and arc baptized.—(Art. g.)
That the Condition of Man after the Fall,—is fuch, that he cannot turn
and prepare him{U I by his own natural Streneth and good W orks to Faith
and Calling upon God.—That we have no Pewer to do gord IWerks, plea-
fant and acceptable to God, without the Grace of God jreventing us,

€¢
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good Will. (Art. 10.j)—That we ar¢ accounted righteous before God, only
> »ulr

that we may have a good Will, and working with us when we have that
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“ for the Merit of Jefus Chrift by Faith, and not for pur own Works or
¢ Defervings.— W herefore, that we are juftified by Faith oNvLy, is a rioft
¢¢ wholfome Doérine. (Art. 11.)—That good Works which are the Fruits
s of Faith, and follow aftcr Juftification, albeit they cannot put away our
¢ Sins ;—yet they are pleafing and acceptal?le to bpd in Chrift, and po
¢ gprRING OUT NECESSARILY of a true and lively Faith, &c. (Art. 12.)—
<« That Works done before the Grace of Chrift, and the InspirRaTION of his
¢ SpiriT, are not pleafant to God, forafmuch as they {pring not of Faith
¢ in Jefus Chrift, ncither do they make Men meet to receive Grace.—And
¢ becaufe they are not done as God hath commanded them to be done, they
s¢ have the NaTure ofF SiN?” (Art. 13.)—I mention thefe Dotrines, not
to infinuate, that we preach mome other ; but becaufe I judge, thefe are the
Do@rines that People tlock. after us to hear ; they being very unfathionable
and obfolte where they were wont to attend.—And are not thefe the very
Doftrimes of the Church of England? And may not our Hearers witnefs for
us, that we preach them ?—Have thefe Doétrines a Tendency to draw People
from ¢hat Church whofe Articles they are? Surely no; if fhe adhere to her
own fundamental Articles: And if the does #ot, the is not the true Church of
England ; and confequently to forfake ber, is not to forfake the #rue Church of
England.—Which leads me to fay further,

I HAvVE not been fo uncharitable to that Church as yet, as to account her
Rites and Ceremonies the Fundaienials of her Confhitution.—I chofe rather to
give that Place to fuch of her Articles as contain the Fundamentals of Chrif-
tianity : And fhould I do stberwife, the unwelcome Conclufion will force it-
{elf upon me, That the Conflitution of the Church of England and that of
the Cburch of Chrift are effentially different ; for though I fhould fuppofe
that her Rites and Ceremonies are profitable ar:. ornamental to the Church of
Chrift ; which I think is all their Advocates plead for; yet I am certain they
are not ¢(fential Confbituents of that Church.—I therefore can’t help concluding,
That fuch are not true Minifters of the Church of England, who exprefsly or
confequentially comtradiél, cr refufe to inculcaie any of her fundamental Ar-
ticles 5 however tenacious they may be of her peculiar Rires and Cevemonies,
and of fome criicles which cither are not effential to her, or which Papifts he-
licve in common with them.——And thac fuch as have not Freedom to ufe
all her Rites and Ceremonies, who yet dedreve and inculeate all her fundamenial
Articies, are much nearer the true Church of England than the former : And
confequently, that a Secefl.n from the Miniftry cf the former, to join with
Jucky is more properly an Ldeccfion to the Church of L. land properly fo-
call'd, than a Seceficr trom her.

Anp Whethor thofe that have feen fit to put themfelves under our minifte-
sl Care do lind tie hundamental Articles of that Church more plainly, fo-

lemnly
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Jemnly and frequently explained by us, than by their former Minifters, who
had fubfcrib’d thiem as the Articles of their Faith, and the Standard of their
Doétrine ; let them judge for themfelves, ’till it be criminal to ufe their ows
Fudgments in Matters of Religion: And let them act according to their Judg-
ments, ’till the Church claim Infallibility to guide them.

WHaEeTHER alfo there be not fome of a Reverend Charaéier in this Colony,
who have fo much Prudence, (as a certain Clergyman not far hence is pleafed
to call it) as to fmother in Silence, or openly contradiét fome of the Articles
conftitutive of the Church of England; let thofe judge whom it more imme-
diately concerns, and who have better Opportunities of Information than I.

WITH Refpet to the Minifters, whom he infinuates not to be Prefb) t.reans,
how does he ¢ let the World fee’ that they are not 2 Why, ¢ toopen their
¢ Eyes,” he prefents them with a fhort Narrative of their Rife, Progre(s
and Conduét 3 in which there are fome things, that, inftead of proving that
we are mot, will unavoidably, tho’ unacceptably enough to the Publifher,
prove that we are Prejoyterian Minifters, even according to his own Logie,

He informs us, * There has been a Prefbyterian Church in the Govern-
““ments of Pemnfylvania, New-York, and the Ferfies, for above thefe 30
¢ Years paft.”—And what are the diftinguifbing Peculiarities of that Cburch,
by which fhe may be known to be a true Prefyterian Church 2———Thefe
things : ¢ This Church (fays he) was framed agreeably to the Model of that
¢ in Scotland : Her Minifters or Teachers fubfcribed at their Ordination ¢be
¢ Confeffion of Faith (or Articles of Religion) of that Church, “as the Stand-
¢ ard of the Do€trine of their Church : They alfo adopted the Scctch Direc-
 tory for Warfhij; and Government ; and “according to this laft, divided
“ themfelves into feveral Prefoyteries, or leffer Church Judicatures, which
¢ met from Time to Time as Occafion requir’d; which lefler Societies af-
¢¢ fembled yearly in one genera) Meeting or Synod in Philadelphia.”’ —Tbefe
then, according to this Gentleman, are the Conflituents and Criteria of a
Prefyterian Church as fuch 3 and therefore, Wherever they are to be found,
there is the Prijbyterian Chi ch : For otherwife, fince his profcft Defign was
to defcribe the Prefbyterian Church in Pennfylvania, 8&c. he mifs’d his De-
figi, and faid ncthing to the Purpofz.

Now all thefe belong as fully and properly to thefe, whom he infinuates
mot to he Priflyterians, as to that Church which has been thefe 30 Years in
Pennfylvania, &c. and which he exprefsly calls a Prefhyterian Church ; except
only the Circumftance of raeeting yearly in a Synedical Capacity in Philod 1-
pbia 3 the Want of which, I prefume, he don’t think fufhici.nt to unpri/bs-
serianize them ; unlefs he look upon Pbiladelpbia as farred to Preflaterians s,
and New-2ork and the Jerfies uninbabitable and even inacecfible to fuch.

THE
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FHE Church under our Care is framed agreeably to the Model of that in
Scotland.—Our Minifers have fubfcrib’d the Confeflion of Faith, and adspted
the DircCory of that Church.—According to the lai{ﬁra they bave divided tbem'-'
felves into Jeveral Prefbyteries ; and thfzfc Prefbyteries meet year/’y f}{ a Syrodi-
cal Capacity in the Government of New-York or the Ferfies.—This we have
openly declar’d to the World 3 as may be feen in the printsd Declaration of
the Prefbyterics of New-Brunfwick and New-Caftle, made fome time after
their illegal Exclufion ; which contains a 1more explicit and public Approba-
tion of faid Confeffion and Direttory than p:rhaps can be thewn by thofe Mem-
bers of the Syuod of Philadelphia that excluded them.

MusT not this Gentleman thercfora yield to the Conclufion fo naturally
refulting frorr. his own Premiffes, ‘T'hat we e Prefbyterian Minifters of a
Prefbyterian Church i—If we are noi, then roither has there been a Preflyte-
¢ion Church in Pemnfyivania, &c. thefe go Years palt : For they have no
other Evidences that they are Pre(byterians than we.—If we arc, then let us
nafs here for fuch : And let the Publither tlufh to fcatter promifcuoufly among
us fuch ill Epithets as ¢ Incendiaries, 1inemies of the eftablithed Church,
* Difturbers of the Peace and Order of all Religious Societies.” -Is this
Advocate for Charits, §» void of i#, as to look upoz an Incendiary, &c. and
a Prefoyterian as " .on wious or convertible Terms 2

I wourp no’ e underiltood here to urge thef: things meerly as Argumen-
s ad [fminem: For 1 do really judgs:, thatr the Publither is as near the
Right in this Account of a Prefbyscriar Church as in any thing elfe in his
whole Preface.~—=For, it a Man’s beiioving the Articles of that Church,
emiracing her Plan of ecciefiaftic Government, and a&ing agresably thereto in
all Parts of his Condult, be not fufficicnt to prave him a Prefbyterian, what
€ari be fullicicnt? Whue other Charaéterytics thali be foughe for; or can we
poflibly ¢xpect 2 Mult we not conclude that the Prefbyserian Church is invie
ﬁb{emi?l I.f;'t'fy refpect ? and her Miniflers entirely unknowable and indiftine
guithabl:

N av. Were the Publither himfelf affaulted with fuch fwelling Language
as this, * Tho’ you pafs here for a Mimifter of the efiadlifh:d Church, yet you
“ are, in Reallity, an Incendiary, an Enemyto it, €9¢.””  How would he vin-
dicate himfelt ? Would he not reply, ¢ I have fubferib’d, and do believe the
“ Articles of the Church of England : 1 approve of, and ufe her Liturgy,
““ Rites and Ceremonies ;1 have been regularly invelted with the Office 1 ex-
* ercife, by Fpifiopal Authority, €&c.  And have you the Ignorance or Im-
¢ pudence to infipuate, notwithitunding all thefe things, that 1 am sot a Mi-
* niffer of the effablifbed Church ? that I am an Incendiary ¢ 81¢.”’-=Would
he not think fuch aReply fufficient to filence fuch an impertinent Caviller 2 If
be wowld noty It him tell me What other Refuge he would run to; that, if

I ke
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I fee Reafon for it, I may Ay to it along with him.=Jf he wou/d, let him
condefeend to perfuade himielly chat Reajon is Reafom as well when it comes
from us as from bim : And that the Arguments which are as applicabl= to
ws as to bim, are as {ullicient for enr Vindication as {or bis.

*T'1s in vain here to objeét, That our Conduét in other Refpedts is con-
trary to the Confefion of Faith and Direflory : And thercfore our fubjcribing
and adopting of them will rather prove that we are perjurioufly inconfiftent
with ourfelves, than that we are Lroflyterians.~For,—not to retort the Ob-
jection, and fay, That, were this really the Cafc, we might, notwithitunding
of this, be as good Prefhyterians, asiome of our Neighbours are Church-c; -
England-men, notwithftanding their pradential Deviation from the Articles of
the Church of England, which they have fubferibed ;—We dely the Word
to thew whercin we diffent from, or oppofe, in Principle or Praclice, any Ar-
ticle, or Rule of Importance, in Laid Confeffion and Direétory, to which thofe,
whom this Gentleman calls Prefbyserians, allent,

T ue Charge of Itineracy, which perhaps fome may adduce as an Inftance
of it, thall be confider’d hereafter.

Twue Publither proceeds, ¢ In this Manner, under thefe Regulations, the
“ Prefbyters of this Society continued to manage their ecclefiaftical Atfairs
¢ wirh great Unanimity, till about the Year 1940, when one Gilvert Tennent,
‘ an ambitious afpiring Man among them, thought fit to break in upon
¢¢ their Conftitution 3 who being foen join’d by his Father, two of his Bro-~
¢ thers, and five more of their Teachers, made an open Schifm in their
“ Church ; and upon their refufing to fubmit to the Rules and Orders of the
““ Synod, after various Mcthods taken to reclaim them, they were in the
¢ Year 1741, judicially excluded.”

AN invidious Account of us indeed | and to be fure it muft be true, for
it is given by an Aduvocate for Charity |—Mr. Tennent is an ambitious afpir-
ing Man ! a Violater of the Prefbytevian Conplitution! (for ’tis that he un-
doubmily means.) He, his ather, Brothers, and the whol Clan, are $cbif-
maticks | Rebels againtt the Rules and Orders of the Ssned ! srreclaimable by
all Mcthods taken with them! andy in a Word, judically exduded v Synod,
as Heaiben Men and Publicans !

Bur, perhaps 1 have had as good Opportunitics 1o know the State of f-
fairs in this Refpect, as this Gentleman; and T am not foafibic ot cuy T cins
nution to mifreprefent it: Nor do T know that Thave doneany ' o bor-
feit my Credit as an Hiftorian, any more than He==\ 1 rdorey o’ 1 don’e
defign to give a full Account of the Cavjory Concem’tari.y and Confepueits ot
the Divifion in the Syned of Philadelph 5 which 1 horaly thinkon coflary at
prefent, nor yer connflent with intended Brevity, and which petlags iy be

ublithed hereattor, i Need bey yety the Reader may depand i the toliow-
ing Lrict Narsative s true, y A
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A Mujority of the Synod faw fit to make two new Afs: The one was to
this Purpofe s That no Preflytery fhould licenfe or ordain any Candidates to the
Minifiry, bowever well qualificd the Preibytery to which they belonged might
judge thm to bey till they were previoully exarngned by the Synod, or its Com-
mittee. .

AND the other, That approved Minifiers, and reguiar Members of the Sy-
nod of Philadelpbic, fbould not be permitted to preach in any of the Vacancies
belonging to any Pretbytery befides their own, in the Bounds of the faid Synod,
without exprefs Leave from faid Prefbytery or the Synod.

Tue former was oppoled by Mr, Tenneat, and fundry other Members of
the Synod,—as an Incroachment on the proper Rights and Privileges of Prefly-
teries y—as comtrary to the Prailice of Preflyterian Churches univerfally, as
well as of the Synod of Philadeipbia tll that Time ;— as Subverfive of cur
Diretiory, which exprefly fays, ¢ The Power of ordering the wbole Work of
¢ Ordination is in the whole Preflytery "’ and fure, if they have Power to
wrdain, they have alfo Pewer to examine the Qualilications of fuch as are to
‘be ordain’d ; for otherwife, they weald be obliged to act implicitly.

T'HE latter was oppofed,—as deffruétive of that Authority which Minifters
are invelted with {or the Edification of the Church in general, wherever Pro-
vidence may call then ;—as wnchariiable, fuppofing that the Preaching of the
Gofpel by regular and approven Members of the faume Synod, againft whom
therefore nothing could be alledg’d, would be attended with iil Confequen-
ces ;—and as felf-inconfifient 5 for if thefe Mipifters are approven Members of
the Synod, ’tis but reafonable that they fhould preach in any Vacancics in the
Bounds of any Preflytery belonging to faid Synod : IFor can the found Preach-
ing of approven Minifters have burtful Confuquences in the Bounds of thae
Judicature to which they belong It they are nor, then, why are they per-
mitted to be Members of the Synod at all, or to preach any where in its
Bounds ?
~ T'HE Reafens of thofe that diffented from thefe Aéts are publithed in their
fpolagy prefented to the Syned ; which ate too numcrous to be tranferibed

ere.

T latter 43 was, after much Controverfy, dropped by the Synod, be-
fore the uniuppy Rupture thereing and therclore could be no Caufe of it
But the former was (Ull continucd,

Buw the Prflyiery of New- Brunfwick and the other Memhers, who op-
poled thele Aéts, tho” they redon’d againft them, and refufld o practife
them, bad no Defign to feparaie trom tivir Brethrer, on the rccount of i-
verlity of Scaziments in thefe foints—>0 far trom that, that they openly
declare to the World in thar Apology, that they ¢ have a bearty Charity tor
¢ thole Guaddemen, who are on the othier Side of the Queltion in this De-

¢ bute
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¢ bate; and that whether they get Convidtion or not by their Brethren®s
¢ Argumants, they believe that the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond ot Peace
“ may be priferved, notwithftanding a Diverfity of {:ntiments about lefler
¢ Things, if moderate Countels be tollowed 3 and that mutual Forbearance
“ be allowed, which the Gofpel of Chrift requires,

AND the Prefbytery of New-York, tho' they voted for the Eftablithment o
thefe Acts ac firft, were yet far from defigning them as a Term of Synodical
Communion 5 and from accounting our Diflent from them a {ufficient Ground
for our judicial Exclufion. |

Bur fome Members of the Prefbyteries of Philadelphia, Newcaftle, and
Donnegal, feem’d impatient of all Oppofition, and therefore refolv’d upon a
Rupture.—I have no Pleafure in expofing them, but am oblig’d to do it in
Selt-Defence ; and 1 fhould be heartily forry, if my fo doing fhould be im-
proven, contrary to my Defign, to enlarge our Breaches, and make our
Wounds bleed atrefh.—But, committing the Event to the King of the Church,
fince Truth allows me, and Self-D:fence requiges me, 1 muft fay, That being
fir'd with Refentment at our confcientious Non-Compliance with th-fe 4é#s, and,
we fear, at the Succefs of our Miniftry, thro’ the Divine Blefling, in various
Parts, thefe Members magnified or mifreprefented Matters of Fall, brought
in unproven Accufations againtt us; and ripen'd every thing into 2 lamenta.
bie Separation ;——and at length excluded us by a (hocking Protcfation, with-
out any regular previous Trial.

THE Caufes they aflign, in their Proteft, for our Exclufion, are indeed
fufficient as to Number ; but they are either fuch as thcry may blame themfelves
Sfory or fuch as are ‘alfe and unproven againft us; or fuch as are not fufficient
Grounds for Exclufi.n, tho' they were proven.

Because we fubmitted not to the high Stretch of their Authority in the
two Alts aforefaid, but reafon’d againtt it, as rathcr a defpotic, than a Mini/-
teria! Authority 3 therefore they charge us with ¢ hetorodox and anafchical
 Principles, in denying that Preflysories have Authority to bind their diffent-
“ ing Membcrs, &c.”—And this they affign as the fir# Reafon of their
Proteft.

Tu1s Reafon they branch out into fwo more :-- -Our proteping againft,
and aéting contrary, to the Symod’s A1, relating to Candidates :----And ¢¢ our
srregular Irruptions (as they fay) upon the Congregations of others,” ¢ontrary
to the otber A mentioned :----Which Jazter they themfelves had cafhier’d and
vacated the Ycar before.o---And muft we be condemined for not obferving
Law not in Force ?----And (to ufc Mr. Tenient’s Words in his Remarks upon
their Proteflation) ¢ id not Mr. Robert Crofsy (Minifter in Philadelphia)
““ who introduccd this Prot ft, fpeak honourably at that Time, [the Year
“ before the Protett was cnter’d) ot— ‘imerary Preaching 3 and excite his

B2 ¢ Brethren

-

\
1



(12 )
s¢ Brethren to invite fuch into their Pulpits ; mentioning what he and his
* Collegue had donc to this Lurpofe in Philadelpbia ? W lat is the Occafion
¢ of this fudden Change, that what was thes allow’d of by our Syned, thould
* mow, by fome of the fume Perfons, be loaded with bad Names of unjerips
“ tural, ami-prefbyterial, uncharitable, devifive Praflices, and barc-fac’d Ay
rogance ? and that a Number of Miniit-rs (equal to thofe that caft them
off) thould be rejeéted, becaufe they were faid to follow what was approv’d
¢ of laft Year, and that before they were heard in their own Defence ?

Because ncither Scripture nor Reafon warranted an unlimited Charity to
fuch as oppofed with Art and Violence, 2 Work which we could not but own,
being fereed Ly Scriptural Evidence to us srrefifible, a remarkable Work of
she Divine Spirit :~=COr becavfe fome good Men, irritzied by their dreadful
Oppuofition, might be culpably fevere in their Judgmnts ot them in a few
Inttances :——Therefore they aflign as a Reafon to exclide us ally ¢ Our Prin-
¢ ciples and Praétice of Judging and Condemning all who do not fall in
¢ with our Mcafures, &9¢.”"

Because we infifted, That the Ordination of Men is not fufficient to con-
ftitute a lawtul, ufcful Minifter of the Gofpel 3 for if ¢ were, it would fol-
low, that 2 Man of no Learning, no Knowledge, no Morality, nay, a Hea-
then or Infidel, might, while fuch, be a lawful, ufeful Minifter of the Gof-
pel s for ’tis not impoffible that fuch fhould be erdained by Men :—And be-
cauf. we contended, that Grace and Piety are very neceflary Prerequifites to
that Qffice ; and that there is but little Reafon to expect, that the Miniftry
of unconverted Minifters, efpecially when they act as fuch, will be of much
Service to the Souls of Men:—"Thercfore they alledge, as another Reafon of
their Protef, ¢ That we induftrioufly perfuade People to believe, that the
“ Call of God whereby he calls Men to the Miniltry, does not confift in
“ their being regularly ordained, ¢’ whereas, in the mean Time, we
plead for thi Necgfity of a regnlar Ordination as much as they, ¢ butin fome
“ invifihle Motions and Workings of the Spirit: And that the Gofpel
¢ preached in Truth by unconvericd Minifters, can be of no faving Benctit
“ to the Souls of Men.”

Qur preach:ng the Terrors of the Law to Sinners, who are expofed to
them, with Solemnity and Affeétion y----the Concern excited in fuch thereby
at ‘Times, which they conld not conceal y---and our not condemning the Work
as humane or diabolicaly on the Account of the £ffeets their inward Concern
hadd on their Bedivs s but rathor looking on them, in fome Circumittances, as
probuctc Iid cat ony of intenfe inward Concern y---th .y make Ufe of as Grounds
to accul usy Vot we preach the Tervors of the Law in a Dialeét worfe than
phit wwdchopcco ot aed in the Word of ¢ d e--<That we fediticifls work on the
Dotlos of woeck Meds co=-And that wy booft of thefe bedily Smptoms as the
I ork l?f Geud. ‘ Bt.-'
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Brcavse we taught, That vital Religion is a fenfible Thing; that the Heart
of a Bulicver is not perpetually dead and inaflive init; that tho' he may
long and o/ten be jealous, Whether the religious Exercifus he feels be of a
right Kind 3 yct he is generally affur'd, of ewhatever Kind they be, that he
bus tlem :--~'L hat the Lord gives fome of his People a comfortable Affurance
that they are his, tho® the Degree and Duration ot it cannot be defin’d ; and
that others, who are not bleft with fo full and fixt Affurance, have, notwith-
ftanding, the Spirit of God bearing Witnefs, at particular Times, with their
Spiritsy that they are the Children of God, {o as to give them fome Degree of
rational Perfuafion, that they are the Children of God thro® Faith in Chrift
Fefusy and confequently to embolden them to cry, Abba, Father :---There-
fore they moft (landeroufly mifreprefent us in their laf Reafon for excluding
us, as “ maintaining that all true Converts are as certain of their gracious
¢ State, as a Perfon is of what he knows by his outward Senfes 3 and are
¢ able to give a Narrative of the Time and Manncr of tiwir Converfion, 5.

FurTHER, none of thefe Charges were proven aFainﬁ us in a regular fu-
dicial Procefs: Nay, fuch a Thing was not fo much as pretended ; and wl(m
it was earncftly requefted by us, the Requeft was rejected.---The whole Proce-
dure was arbitrary, anti-prefbyteriol, and unprecedented.

"T'ts well known, and our Adverfaries cannot deny it, that the Method
of trying fuppofed Oftenders in Prefbyterian Judicatures is this :---The Aecu=
fation is laid before the Fudicature y---the Accufer is allowed to bring what E-
widences be can to prove it ;---then the Accnfed is permitted to make bis De-
fence y---and, both Parties buing excluded from fitting as Judges in their own
Caufe, the Matter is to be dretermined by the indifferent Members.

But 1 appeal to the Proi¢fters themfclves, T appeal to all that know the
State of our Affairs in this Rafpect, whether thefe Steps were taken in our
Exclufion :---Thcy can, they mujt, 1t they have any Candour, witnefs, that
they were not. .

Wk were not fo much as regularly indifled 3 nor were their Allegations
againtt us formally laid before the Judicature s much lefs proven by fuificient
Lvidinces.---We were not permitted to ofter any thing in our own Defence s
tho’ this Libcrty was earneftly and repoatedly roquifted, and our proper
Right us Men and as Chr.ftians.---Our Adccsfers thanif lves fat Judees, and
pafitd Sentence---And when the Members of the Lrefbytery of New-York,
who were not {o immediately concerned in either Party, and were therdfore the
moft fit to judge of our Diff rence, did aftorwards infifty, That our Canfe
Mo uld be brought to a regular 9rialy thit woe might be dealt with according
o the ue of fuch a Irialy they utterly rdfuled 5 confeious (it would feem)
th.t thar Caufe was not borinded by the Rules of Tiquity :---\Whercupon
the Prefytery oi New-2ork ntered thar Lrotgt againdt their Conduét in ex-

cluding
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cluding us, *¢ as an illegal, unprecedented Procedure, contrary to the Word
¢ of God, and fubverfive of our Conftitution ;”’*-—-and fome time after,
joined with us in Synedical Communion.

Now if this be a true Account of the Cafe, how grofly flanderous and in-
tolerably abufive muft the Publither’s Account of us appear ?---To reply,
that my Teftimony is not fufficient to invalidate it, is but to infinuate, 1 hat
bis Teftimony is not fudicient to fupport it: For, can the Relation of a #ame-
lefs Author be accounted a fufficicnt Proof of what he relates? Is not my
Authority fufficiont to confront the Authority of an anonymous Hiftorian ?---
I flatter my {10t it is. Is not the Teftimony of the Accufed, when he has ne-
ver been known for a Lyar, as credible as that of an unknown Aecufer ?

Wit what Face can he tell the World, ¢ That Mr., T-nent broke in
¢ upon their Conftitution ?’---Did he brake in upon it, by oppofing the In-
novations and Impoiitions which were contiary to it ?---By the Conflitution he

o

. Fo'r the more compleat Satisfaltion of my uninfermed Readers, I here infert their Protefta.
tion at large. ,
APROTESTATION prefinted to the $Y N O D of Philadelphia, May 2

To the Reverend - ynod worw fisting at Philadelphia, 4 i pus, WEY 29 ‘!742'

K the Subfcribers, in our cwn, and in the Name of all that fhall* fee meet to join with

us, ook uKbn ourfclves obliged, in the moft publick Manner, to declare our Opinions
with refpe to the Divifion made in our Synod the laft Year, by a Proteft that was delivered
in by feveral of our Members,

Firf. Wz declare agrinft the Excluding the Prefoytery of New-Brunfivick, and thei
rents, ‘f;roml thedCommun‘ijon os ;,be &zinod, by a Proteft, without giving{hem a previ;tlx: {ll"i?ael-
as an illegal and unprecedented Procedure, contrary to the Ruler of the Gofpel rive
of our excelient Conltitution. ’ i pel, and fubverfive

Secondly. We declare and proteft againft the Condu&t of our Brethren, the laft Year®
teftors, in refufirg to have the Legality of their {aid Proteft tried by the p:efcnt Synoiar s Pro-

Thirdly. We therefore declare and proteft, that thoie Members of the New-Brunfavich Pref.
bytery, and their Adherents, that were excluded by the laft Year’s Proieft, are to be own'd am;
clicc‘,;vdh as Mcmbcdrs of thnshSyE;)d hull thc-y[arc excluded by a regular and impartial Procefs a

ainft them, according to the Methods prefcribed in facred Scripture, and ife X
Ehurchcs of the Prefyterian Perfuafion. P d praclifed by the

Fourthly. WEg protelt againft all thofe PafT:ges in any of the Pamphlets which have b

ublifhed in tb.cfc Parts, w iich feem to refle€t upon the Woils of Divine Rower andchr;:: La’:’cc!{

as been carrying on in fo wonderful a Manner in many of our Congregations ; and declare to al]
the World, that we look upon it to be the indifpenfible Duty of all our Miniflers to encourage
that glorions Work W3th their gnoﬁ faithful und diligent Endeavours. And we in like Mann%r
protelt and deciare againft all divifive and irregular Methods and Praftices by which the Peace
and gond Order of our Churches have been broken in upon.

‘!'u t~ is what our Duty to GO D, and our Regard to the Peace and Profperity of his Church
oblig-s us 1o protelt und declire : And we defire it may be secorded in the M .utes of the Sy-
wod, In perpetucm vel memoriam, y

:janat/;qn pi:h'n/u. Daniel Elmare. Nathaniel Hazard,
il Prerjon, Axarialh Horton, David Whitehead.
Etenezer Pomberton, . Silas Leonard, Timotby Y bitehead.

Simon Horton,

incans.
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means, unlefs he has a Diale®t peculiar to himf{clf, the Confefior of Faith, Ca-
techifms, and Direiory, which are acknowledged as the Standard of the Prefs
byterian Church.---It muft then follow, that thefe Acts which Mr. Tennent
oppoled, are contained in them cither formally or confequentially 5 for othurwife,
his oppofing of {aid AéZs could not be a Breaking in upon the Proflyterian Con-
Jtution. Butif this Gentleman can point out to me where they are contain’d
therein, I fhall own he is fagacious to a P’rouigy.

How can healfo fay, ¢ That Mr. Tennent and his Affociates mrade an open
“ Schifm in their Church,” when they continued in Union with the Synod,
till they were caft out with the Solemnity of a Presefation ?---"Tis hard, if
Men muft be unjuftly, and without Trial, caft out of Communion ; and then
called Schifmaticks for not comtinuing in it.

Bur, if by ¢ Schifm in the Church,” he means Schi/m among the Peo-
ple; Tanfwer, That many Pecple, who ‘had lived according to the Courfe of
this World, either in fcandalous Immoralities and the Negleét of religious
Duties, or in a carelefs, ftupid Formality, were awaken’d by the Means of
my Brethren’s Miniftry to a greater Solicitude about *heir future Safety, fon-
fible of theig-prefent Danger, and to a more hearty Profecution of Sarety in
Chrift : And fuch could not entertain a high Efteem of fuch Minifters as had
not dealt folemnly and faithfully with them in their former Security ; efpe-
cially when they faw they rather difcourag’d than help’d them in the Concern
they were then in; and no doubt they ufed Freedom in exprefling their Dif-
fatisfation.—Our protefting Brethren, inftead of amending their Condus?, and
jomning in promoting the Work, which many of the People were obliged to
look upon as a Divine Work by the beft Evidence, and fo removing the Dif-
fatisfaé{)ion of the People; oppofed and malign’d it, and afperfed the Promo-
ters of it.—Knowing that to oppofe them as faitbful, zealous, ortbodox Mi-
nifters would be too bare-fac’d, they found it eafy to mifreprefent them ; call-
ing their Conduét srregular, their Principles enthufiaftick and anarchical, and
the Work of God Frenzy of Imagination, or diabolical D:lufions.

Wt did not think it our Duty to give up the Caufe at their unreafonable
Clamours, nor join with them in their Oppofition ; and had we done fo,
however well we might have pleafed them, we would have difpleafed G¢d, and
offcred Violence to our own Confeiences—Hcreupdn they rofe the Cry of
Schifm, Divifion, Dforder, &c. But whether fuch as honeftly, and, as {ur
as they could, peaceably endeavour’d to promote the Redean 't hingdom
among Men; or they that oppofed them, and thercby introduc’d isivifions
and Animofitics, arc the calpable Caufes ot thefe Divilions, let tn: Jnoeriial
jude.—f a Mun expeéts Quietnefsy, h+ muft not caufelefly aggrefs his hoi it
Neighbours 5 for if he docs, he muft ¢’en be content with the [ jjuictude~—

Tis ftrange, if Men’s being fingular in their Attachment to a good Canfyy
not
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not for Singularity’s Sake, but becaufe others won’t join with them, muft be
called Schifm~—As well might a Loyal Suljelt be called a Traitor, for not
joining with Rebels againft his rightful Sovercign 5 or a turoulert, djorderly
Fellow for refifting them.—As well might Chrift and his Apoftles (I hope
this is not to equal ourfelves to them) be called Scbifmatics, becaule Scb.fim
and Divifion attended the Propagation of the Gofpel.  But was this owing to
theic. Conduél, or to the Oppofition they met with ¢ “L'o the letfer undoubtedly.

Mus T the Pegple be fo far gull’d out of their Reafon and Confcicnice, as
to fit contented, with patient Stupidity, under the Miniftry of fuch as {feem’d
< to counteralt the Defign of the Miniftry, the Converfion of Souls; and never
dare to mutter a Word againft them ? This would indecd require the implicit
Faith and flupid Jgnorance of a Papift.—But to proceed.

How ealily is this Gentleman confuted when he fays, That ¢ upon our

¢ refufing to fubmit to the Rules and Orders of the Synod, after various
"¢« Methods were taken to reclaim us, we were in the Year 1741 judicially
¢ excluded ?** For, did our Non-fubmiffion to anti-prefbyterial Rules and
Orders, as the Aéts mention’d were, forfeit our Right to fit as Members in
a Prefbyterian Fudicature ? Or was a bare Prefumption that we were guilty of
the uther Charges alledg’d, a fufficient Ground for our aétual Exclufion 2

Is it proper for this Gentleman to fay, that we were judicially exciuded,
when it was done in an extra-judicial Manner ; all the Rules of right Judg-
ment being omitted or counter-acted ?

WHAT Methods were saken to reclaim us ? He fays they were various.—
But wherein the Variety confifted, I know not ; unlefs it were in accumulating
a Varicty of unproven, and indeed unproveable Allegations againft us.—For,
we defy our Adverfuries to prove, that one Charge, for which we were ex-
cluded, was judicially proven.—Don’t they know that the Protefation was
brought in to the Syncd in a Hurry ? that none but sbemfelves knew any thing
before about it ? that it was immediately read, and then fign’d with great
Precipitation ; notwithftanding the Importunities of the Exc/uded to be heard
in their own Vindication ?

H e goes on with his Narrative, ¢ They were no fooner excluded the Synod
“ of Philadelpbia, than they form’d themfclves into a feparate Preflytery.”
—The undcniable Truth is, They immediately conven’d after their Lixclu-
fion, to confult what Methods they fhould take for the right Difcharge of
their fucred Funétion; which they were confuious they had Authority to ex-
ercife as formerly 5 nor did the Proteficrs themflves intend to depefe them,
but only to exciude them fyncdical Commemion, as their Protiflation evinees.
~—Hoercupon the Proflviery of New-Brunfwick continued a d finct Preflytery,
as they tormerly wore; with the Addition of a Member or two that faw fit
to join with thum, who formerly belong’d to the Proflytery of Pbiludilphia

F R
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and the Members of the Prefbyterys of New-Caftle and Donnegal who were ex-
cluded, and two otber Members, who were {o offended at the manif:ft lllegality
of their Exclufion, that they chofe thes to fecede from the Protcfers, tho’ they
were not excluded themfelves, ¢ form’d themfelves,” (if it muft be fo cx-
prefs’d) into adiffinéz Preflytery, under the Name of the Prefbysery of New-Cajtle.

—< In a fhort Time they ordain’d a great many young Men, of much
¢« Zeal for their newfangled Principles, but little Knowledge, fome of whom
¢¢ were taken from the Plough, their pretended Converfion fupplying the
¢¢ Place of Learning,’’ =
- WHETHER they ordaM’d in a fhort Time a great many young Men, I
much queftion; unlefs this Gentleman means by a great many what other
People: mean by g few.---But this I am certain of, That thefe young Men
had a regular Education in a private Academy previous to their Licenfure and
Ordination : W hich private Method we were oilig’d to take for Want of a.
convenient College. | |

INDEED fince that Time a College has been erected by Virtue of his Ma-
jefty’s Royal Charter 3 in which fundry of the Members of the Sywod of New-
Zork, and particularly fome of the excluded Bretbren, who hese pafs for con-
temptible Schifmatics, are nominated and conftituted Trufiees ; and the Rev.
Mr. Burr, a Member of faid Synod, now fucceeds, as Prefident, to the Rev.
Mr. Fonathan Dickinfon deceas’d, who alfo belonged to i¢. And fo "tis hop’d
the Inconveniences that formerly might have attended the privare Education
of Youth will be effectually remov’d.

But thefe young Men, who had but a private Education, had made a
competent Progrefs in fuch Parts of Learning as are requifite for the Miniftry.
They are not fuch “ cowardly, daftardly Fellows” as to be much afraid of
the Publifher’s Examination. | .

WitH refpect to the Prefbytery of New-Caftle, of which I am a Member,
who have licens’d about 6 or 7 Candidates fince their Exclufion, I am full
certain, from the beft Opportunities, that all they licens’d have pafs’d throug
a regular Courfe of Trial and repeated Examination; in which they gave fatif-
faCory Evidences of their Proficiency in all neceflary Learning.---They have
acquir’d the Latin and Greek Languages; ftudied Philofophy, particularly,
Logic, Ontology, Pneumatology ; and read fundry approven Syfems of Theclogy,
befides various Writings on particular important Subjeéts ; as, on Natural
and Revealed Religion in Opbofition to Atheifm, Deifm, &c. Moft of themn
have learn’d the Hebrew, and fome of them read Phyfics and Ethics, or Na-
tural and Moral Philofophy ; befides what Progrefs they made in fundry
Branches of the Mathematics.---This 1 have known by perfonal Acquaintance
with them ; and thercfore can’t help being fo oftentatious as to think, that
my Acconnt of their Acquirgments is as worthy of Credit as the Publifber’s.

C Ir
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Ir it be queftion’d, Whether I am capable to judge of thefe Mutters: For
who knows but he would rank me ameng the young Men of muco Zcal, and
little Knowledg ., €fc 2---1 anfwer, When 1 have given fuch Iividences of my
Lliteratur: and [enorance as will warrant fuch a Conclufion, then kit me be
accounted fisch 3 but till then, perhups it is bieft to fufpcnd the Ditirmina-
tion.—-J e decome a Foel in glorying 5 ve bave compelled me.

Bur to procrcd.---Ilow difhonctt and difingenious is this Geatleman®s
AQirtion, ‘That ¢ fome of them were taken from the Plough, their pretends
¢ e} Converfion fupplying the Place of Learning, {J¢?”---He means no
doutt, Thut they were mounted from the Plough to the Pulpit immediately,
b: fure they had obtain’d competent Acquirements of nc:cd’fa?' Learning and
Knuwlcdge; and that we looked on their Converfion alone as {ufficient to quas
lity them for the Miniftry, exciyfive of Human Learning. TFor he cannot
think, that the Plough can contaminate a Man with fo lafting a Pollution,
that, how.v.r well qualified he may afterwards be, he is forever unfit for the
Service of the Sanéluary 3---Or, that his Comverfion is fo fatal an Obftacle, that,
whatever future Advancements in Learning he makes, yet, if he fo much as
pretend to b converted, the Pulpit mult be forever fhut againft him.---And
if this be his Meaning, I muft freely tcll him, it is a moft groundlefs Slan-
der : For in whatever Station of Life our Candidates were, they were never
admitted into the Miniftry, ’till, as [ have faid, they had fpent fo much
Time at Learning as was neceffary for their making fufficient Proficiency in
it—And as tor their Converfion, though we held i ncceflary in its Place s
and therefore did not knewingly licenfe or ordain any who gave no Evidences
of it by the Morality of their Lives, the Gribedoxy of their Principles, and
their experimental Acquaintance with vital Picty 3 yet we never accounted Cone
verfion alone fulficint to qualify a Man for the Miniftry 3 but conceiv’d,
that there is a harmonious Confiftency between Natura! and Supernatural,
Humane and Divine Lndowments and £ cquirements 5 that they are all neccfs
fary in thiir rofpective Places to conttitute miniflerial Qualifications ; and
mutually rcfleet Lultre on each cther,

Nowve of the excluded Brethren, T can affure this Gentleman, have had
the Enthagiaftic Prefumption to depend on the Affiftance of the Spirit to the
Fxclufivn ob natural and acquired Abiltis; though they alfo belicve, that
If any Man bave not the Spirit of Chrifty be is none of Lis—None of them
have eacouraged  Lay-men to affume the Miniftcrial Office, or to meddle in
things appropriated to ity though thry have advis’d vacant Congregations,
Nt so foriake the affembling cof themfelves tosethery as the Nonner of jomeis:
And told chemy that tor the more deeonty regular and profitable Performance
of focnd Worthip, they might chufe one or nore ()f‘Jlfiil‘ Nomber to read a
Sermon ot fome o thadox Divine, and o Legin and comdude with Prayer,——

And
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And /n fo doing they have but comply’d with the Law of Pirginic, that re-
quires, ¢ That every Parifh, not having a Minifter to officiate every Sunday,

¢ do makx Choice of a grave and fober Perfon, of good Life and Conver-
¢ fition, to read Divine Scrvice every intervening Susday, at the Varith
¢ Churchy when the Minifter preacheth ac any other Place.”’==And to fay,
that this is an Kncroachment upon the minifterial Office, is to reflet on faid

- Lhaw as :njoinimg {uch an Encroachment ; which 1 don’t think over-loyali—~ |

B

None of them have mctamerphos’d a Ploxgh-man into a Preacher.—~And 1
chailerfe the Publifher, and all the World, to produce one Inflance of any

 of thefe things. -

% Wren they had thus (fays He) got a fufficient Numbcr of Prefbyters

¢ of their own Kidney, they fet up a fchifmatical Church of thicir own, in

% Oppolition to that of Pbiladelphia, and call’d themfclves she Church or

“ Synod o) New-2ork.”

ALas! this Gentleman’s admirable Faculty of mifreprefenting things fo

difcovers itfelf in almoft every Liae,” that I can’t but pity him.

H g infinuatcs, that the Synod of New-2ork confifts only of fuch as were ex-

cluded by the Synod of Philadelphia, and the ¢ young Men of much Zcal,
“ and little Knowledge,” who were ordain’d by them.—But let him cize the
Provinces of Pennfylvania, of New-Ferfies-and New-York; let him cite our
very Oppofers, and they cannot but refute him.—Who, but the Publifher,
knows not, That a/l the Members of the Prefbytery of New-York belong to
Jaid Synod ; who are many in Wumber, who mever were ex:/uded by the Synod
of Philadelpbia, and againft whom the Charees mufter’d up in the Proteft
againft the excluded Brethren, were wever fo much as aledg’d; and who are,
fome of them, fam’d for Piety, Judgment and Learning, wherever they
are known, in a very uncommon Manner ?

He fays, The Synod of New-York (for 1 fuppofe he means the Synsd, tho'
he blunderingly calls it 4 Church) is fct up in Oppafition to that ot Philadel-
phia.—W hereas the Synod of New-York was {ct up with the Confent and ex-
prefs Licenfe of the other, granted to the Prefbytery of New-Yuvrk ; by Vir-
tue of which faid Prefbytery receiv’d she excluded Brethren into Synodical
Communion ; and they fend fome of their Members yearly as Correfpondents
to the Synod of Philadelphia.~I doubt not but our Opponents themfilves
have Honefty envugh to own all this 3 and if, wfter all; they wil! s hold
amicable Correfpondence with us, 'tis the Lffcct of their Bigorry, und not of
our being fet up in Oppafition to them.—"Tis certain the Presery of Neiw-
York, with tne Concurrence of the excluded Brethren, endeavourd, for o or
3 Ycars, to accomplifh a Re-umion between chem and the Proteftorsy bat tud-
ing all Mcthods incfieétualy they told them, that they conld not fit with 1o
as the Syned of Philadelphia, while fo many of its proper Muiiders were 1/l

, C2 d lx;
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gally deprin’d of their juft Right to fit therein and therefore, as I hinted,
they requefted Libcrty to erect a diftinét Synod under the Name of the Synod
of New-York; in which we cordially join’d.—And yct the Publither would
have it belicv’d that the exciuded Brethren fet up a fehifmatical Ghyrch of
THEIR OWN !

He bleffles my Eyes with New Light, informing me, That we call our
Selves ¢be Chuich—of New-Yorky which Appellation 1 belicve was never
given us before by ourfelves or any Body elfe. ,

H e next tells us ot Mr. Tennent’s Confederacy with the Rev. Mr. White-
field ; which, he fays, was *fo ftrict, that thcy travelled ToGETHER OVer
¢ the greateft Part of the Nortbern Provinces.”’—I can’t but pity this Gen-
' tleman that has {till the ill Fate to be impos’d upon by Mifinformation,~Mr.
Wh—d and Mr. T—nt were {0 far from travelling ToGETHER over the great-
eft Part of the Northern Governments, thut they were generally fome hun-
dreds, not to fay, thoufands, of Miles apars.—'Tis true, they preach’d at
fome of the fame Places, at differemt Times, when they were, invited ; but
that this was the Effe€t of a frié? Confederacy, or that it was travelling togetber,
I can’t eafily apprchend.

As for their Confederacy, it was only an unanimous Concurrence to do good.
—Mr. Tennent and many others, as they thought it their Duty to have more
in View the Advancement of the common Cayfe of Chrifianity among all De-
nominations, than of a particular Party ; and as they look’d upon an Agree-
ment in effemsial Points a fufficient Ground for walking togetber as far as they
were agreed, notwithftanding a Diverfity of Sentiments in extra-effential Mat-
ters 3 they could not but concur with Mr. #~~d in endeavouring to alarm
and reform the Secure and Vicious; and to lead them to Chrift as a Saviour,
and to the Law as the Rule of their Life ; which they hop’d, both from the
‘Tendency of his Doctrine, and the general Tenor of his Condu&, was the
principal Scope of his Miniftry. |

Ir any entcrtain other Apprehenfions of Mr. #W'—d, becaufe they appre-
hend his Conduct appears to them in another Light ; itis yet hop’d they will
indulge others, who perhaps have been no lefs impartial than they in examin-
ing his Do(trine and Conduct, and who have had more Opportunitizs for fo
doing 3 to entertain charitable Sentiments concerning him ; fince it is as irra-
tional for cthers to judge according to their Light, as itis for them to judge
according to the Light of otbers.

As for the Prefidency which the Publither fays Mr. /#7—d had over us, 1
know not wherein it confifted 5 unlefs in his Preaching in our Bounds, with

our Approbation, the feme inportant Degirines with us; which we rather
look’d upon as brotkerly Lquality,

He
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He proceeds,—*¢ Although they have been more rampant in the Northern
¢ Provinces, than either their Miffionaries or Mr. Whit¢field have thought it
¢ for their Intcreft to be in this Colony (where it might wholly blaft their
“ Dcfign, if they were too forward in (i)ublifhing their new Dodtrines) yet
¢ they are all of the fame Principles and Spirit, which the Author of this
¢ Sermon expofcs and confutes: though fome of them make no Scruple to
¢ deny or diffemble their Principles, when the owning thereof feems to en-
“ danger their Caufe : And many of their I'ollowers here are flill ignorant
“ of fome darling Doctrinss and Tenets which diftinguith that Party from
¢ other Chriftians; and will very probably be kept fo, till they are fo far
‘¢ engag’d in the Caufe that they cannot retreat.”

But how does he prove, that we are all of the fame Principles and Spirit
which the Author of this Sermon expofes and confutes *—Mr. Caldwell fays
fo ; the Publifber believes him : Therefore we are fo.—Or there are fome in
New-England, where this Sermon was preach’d, and where there is not one
of the Synod of New-York, of thefe Principles and Spirit : Therefore the
Members of the Synod of New-York, who have preached in Virginia, are of
the fame Principles and Spirit,—Q. E. D! vitorious Rc’afonin% l-—Let our
Divinity be new or not, here is a Taffe of New Logic—~Wcll; let us try
what we can prove further by it.  We can prove. that Protefiants are Here-
tics.—~The Pope affirms it : Lis Clergy believe it : Thercfore they are fo.—~
We can prove that the Publifber labours under a bad Chara&er.—Mr. Cald-
well, the Author of the Sermon, has a bad Charalter ; thercfore all that are
concerned in publithing his Sermon have a bad Charater.—T'ruly if this Legic
can be cftablifh’d on the Ruins of common Senfe by this Gentleman, he will
have hearty Thanks from the Patrons of a bad Caufe : But alas! I am ~
afraid, not only the Separatifts, but bimfelf too will be reafon’u by it intg ri-
diculous Contempt. " | ,

Wuen did any of us make no Scruple to deisy or dijfemble our Principles —=
Let himn give one Inftance of it, if he can.~—I hope he don’t look upon our
not declaring all our Principles at once, which ,/would be impratticable y or
unfeafonably, which would be inexpedient 5 a demying or diffembling our Prin-
¢iples : For with as little Unreafonablenefs I might conclude, That he denics
the Dollrine of future Retributions, and diffembles his Principles about it,
merely becaufe he don’t afiert it in this Page of his Preface.

AND how docs 1e knew, That ¢ many of our Followers here are ftill ig-
“ norant of fome durling Doctrines and Tencts whch diftinguith s from
“ other Chriftians; and that they fhall be probably kept fo, tiil they cannot
*“ retreat ? ’—Let himfelf, who feems deeply fkill’d in our Scerets, mention
them.—Let him infurm our deluded Hearcrs of them.—If he thinks he has
donc fo by publithing Mr, Caldwe!/l's Scrmon ; how can he fuy, that our

“ Followers
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¢ Followers will probably be fill kept ignorant of them, &z ?* Or how
can- our Doérines be concealed, fince, as he fuys, Mr. Caldwell ¢ has ex-
$¢ pofed and confuted thum ?” |

~ Bur if our Follewers are ftill ignorant of thern, how comes this Gentleman
to be let into the Secrer # Have we divulg’d Things to him, which we have
conceal'd from our very Followers 2 1f fo, we havc not becn over-prudent.-—
Or has he heard us preach? Or had Information from others ? Well; and
han't our Followers had the fame Opportunities oftener than he?

- We have told them, They might fee our Doéirines in the IV cftminfter Con-
felfion and Catechifmsy and advifed them, to perufe them with the utmoft
impartial Care ;—And yet we keep them ignorant of our Principies! As well
may I conclude, that he keeps bis People ignorant of hbis Principles, tho’ he
perpetually infifts upon the Articles of the Church of England.

" We are accuted of rafh judg.ng ;—but fure the I'ublifner here has given
Occafion to retort the Charge upon him.—He pretends to know that we hold
Doctrines which we have not divulg’d ; yea, prophefies that we will proba-
‘bly keep our Followers ignorant of them, till they have ftrayed fo far from
Truth that they cannot return.—Turpe et Doétori cum Culpa reaarguit 1pfum.
—This is a Way to frighten People from hearing us to be fure! for Ortbo-
doxy of Doctrine is no Defence that is foon demolifhed with the Surmife,
that we held fome dreadful Doétrines, tho’ we never inculcate them.—Frig:-
dus latet Anguis in Hérbls—But I can’t but judge, that the more candid and
Judicious even of our Opponents, do abominate fuch flanderous Infinuations
as ungenerous, unfairy unbecoming a Gentleman, and much more a Chriftian.
. Hz next takes NO%icc‘," « How grofsly the itinerant Preacbers have im-
¢ pofed upon their Difciples in this Colony, by affuring them, that one of
*¢ the Teachers from their Society is foon to qualify himfelf according to Law,
“ and become a fixed Paftor among them.””—But what Inftance of grofs Im-
pofition is there in this ? Is it grofs Impofition to promife, and then to perform ?
To a{ure them, that one of their Minifters thould festle among them, and
then fend one of them accordingly to festle ? This they have done.  Yet this
Gentleman byperbolizes a little too high, when he fays, They affured them:
For I am certain, ncither my Brethren nor I ever gave them any Affurance,
but only a probable Expettation; and that has not been difappointed.

But heis {u fricndly as to point out two grand Obfacles in our Way of
fettling here, The one is, ‘That ¢ according to our Prirciples and conftant
¢ Practice hitherto, [tinerané Preaching is the only fuccefstul Way of pro-
¢ pagating the Gofpel :”’—Thercfore (for fo the Confequence runs) if any of
us fhould fleele here, we mult aét contrary to our Principles and conltant
Praétice hitherto.

. His
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H1s Allegation here is fo foreign from Truth, that our very Praft'ce,
which he luggs in ior Precf, is an undeniable Confutation of it: For I know
not one Miuift.r Lelenging to our Synod, who has not a proper Congregation,
among whow hc lubours as a fated Pcflor 3 and I know of but three Candi-
dates, lately licenfed, who, according to the Order of their refpective Prefby-
tcries, are cmploy’d in fupplying the many Vacancies under our Care: And
this they cannot do without 1ravelling, or, to ufe the Phrafe in Fathion,
Iiinerating, trom one to the other.—-.nd has itinerant Preaching been our
ConsTanT Praétice hitherto for all 2 Do we account it the OnLy fuccefsful
Way of propagating the Gofpel, when none of our ordain’d Minifters follow
it, except when oblig’d by the repeated and urgent Cries of folitary Vacancies
to preach oceafionally among them, according to the Order of their refpective
Preflyteries ?

BuT fince there is fuch a loud Clamour raifed againft us as Itinerants, 1
further propofe thefe things for our Defence. | | |

1. WE cannot think it unlawful in itfelf, when Providence clcars the Way,
for Minifters to preach accafionally in other Places befides their own :—=There
are many Scriptie Precedents for it 3 and nothing that I know of againtt it.
~—Minifters are oblig’d to endeavour to promote the Welfare of the Church
in gemeraly and their Labours are reftricted to particular Places, as far as
fuch a ReftriCtion tends to the good of the #hole 3 and becaufe it may in mof
Cafes be moft expedient for that End.—"f they preach ‘ot the Truth as it is
in Jefus, ’tis Pity they thould preach any wbere ; and if they do, they may,
without injuring the Church, preach every whbere, as Providence calls them :
For Gofpel-Truths will do no Hurt to Mankind in their natural Tédency,
~—Not to add, That it is the Fudgment of fome eminent Divines, that :%é
Office of an Evangelift, whom the Moderns would call an itinerant Preacher,
was to be a ffanding Office in the Church ; and perhaps ’tis eaficr tp den?,
than confute it.—This, howcver, we are convinc’d o?, That fince it is thé
Duty of Minifters to preach the Gofpet in Seafon ous of Seafon, to every Crea-
ture to whom they have Acccfs, the Circumftance of travelling fome Way
before they preach, or of preaching on other Ground than ufual, cannot pbi-
fon it, nor rendcr the Gofpel inefficacious ;—Yet, ‘

2. We think it moft conducive” generally to the Good of the whole Chuth,
that the Labours of particular Minifters be commonly in particular Places s
and accordingly, as I have hinted, our Minifters are fettled in particular
Places. .

3. Tiere are belonging to the Symod, of New-2ork, a great Number of
Vacancics.—There are about Twenty that'l know of #y the Bounds of  the
Prefbvtcry of New-Ceaftle.~"1'he Number of otr Miuifters is o fmall, in Pro-
portion to thule Facancicsy that it is impofhible for us 23 yet to fupply them

all
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all with flated Pafors for in f.'d Prefbytery there are but Ter Members, all
of whoin arc now fettled ; and 710 Candidates, to fupply the Vacancies juft
fow mentioned.—And is it not h.rd to exciaim againit us for no¢ feetling a
Minifter in every Vacancy under our Care, when it is impoffible we thould do .
it, unlefs we were endow’d with a Kind of Ubiguity, ot could make 30 Mini-
fters of 12 ?~Or fhall we be fo hard-hearted as to fuffer thefe Vacancies, who
~ tepeatedly affet us with their urgent and importunate Supplications, to be en-
tirely deftitute of the Word ? Are we {o to take Care of the Flocks over which
the Holy Ghoft has made us Qverfeers, as to take no Care at all of Shepherd-
lefs Flocks ? Is it not our Duty to leave the former for a fhort Time, at par-
ticular Seafons, when ordered by the Ecclefiaftic Judicatures to which we are
fubjett in the Lord, rather than let the latter perifb for lack of Vifion ; efpe-
. cially when our own Congregations are {upplied in our Abfenc  as much as
is pradticable, by the neighbouring Minifters? Has not this been the conftant
Method which Prefbyterians have taken to fupply their Vacancies ? And does
hot the Synod of Philadelpbia t' > the fame Method ftill 2—-Since many of
thefe Vacancics are far diftant from us, is it poffible we fhould fupply them
without travelling, or, if you pleafe, itinerating to them? Muft we be frigh-
tened from the Ififcharge of our Funttion in them, becaufe our ill-natur’d
Neighbours will caufelefsly ftigmatize us with the Name of itinerant Preach-
ers, even tho’ we fhould not preach by the Way, but only 1o the People that

have, put themfelves undér our Care ? - _j
As I know not of any Call at prefent to vindicate our mifreprefented Iti-
neratiops in otber Provinces, I thall content myfelf ‘with ‘offering fifficient

Means of rational Satisfaion with refpe&t to our Conduct in zbis.

" "It is well known there are in the new Settlements in this Colony, a great
Number of Inhabitants who were educated Prefytérians; fome of whom
had liv’d under our Miniftry in the Nortbern Provimces—~They faw no Rea- -
Ton to change their Religion when they changed their Refidences ; and there-
fore continued under our Care after their Removal into this Province.—At
their Requeft, and the Appointment of the Prefytery, the Rev. Mr. Ro-
binfon, c\\%m now refls from bis Labours, was fent to officiate for fome Time
among them ; and during his Stay there, he had an wmexpei?ed Invitation
from %omc: «of the People in Hanover, who for fome Time before, and confe-
quently not by our Means, had diffented. from the Church of England ; both
becaufe they difliked fome of her Rites, as Diffenters have always done, and
efpecially becaufe they appreliended fhe was fallen, in a lamentable Meafure,
from fome of her gwn Articles, and primitive Purity in Dotrine.—I 2m not
concern’d to determine whether there was Reafon for this Apprebenfion :—
They have a Right no doubt to judge for themfelves, and act accordingly.
w=Mr. Robinfon, knowing that it could be no culpable Intrufion that a diffens-
ing
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ing Minifter thould preach to Diffenters, at their Requeft ; and that Diffensers
in Hanover had as good a Right to a Minifier of their owa Denominalion, as
they have in any Part of his Majetty’s Dominions, complied with their Invi-
tation; and preach’d among them about 4 Days, not the petty Peculiarities
of a Party, but the fundamental Doctrines of the Gofpel, Repentance towards
God, and Faith towards the Lord Fefus Chrifp.—~Many fock’d Lo hear him,
and faw fit to join with the D:ffenters by whofe Invitation he came here :-—
But I am fatisfied his Hearers can witnefs for him, that he vented no mew-
Sangled DoCtrines 3 did not rad/ at the effablifbed Church 3 nor profufely {catter
among the Populace Diffuafives. from her.—He, did not fpeak a Word that
had & Tendency to * difturb the Peace and Order of religious Societies ;’

unlefs the Preaching of the Gofpel have that Tendency.

- EveRr fince that Time the People have apply’d to our Sysod for a Mi-
nifter ; and ’till one could be obtained to fettle among them, we have been
oblig’d to fend them fome of our Members tranfiently, as often, and for as
long a Time as was confiftent with their Circumiftances, and particularly with
their Relation to their own Congregations.

ANp muft we be called Itinerant Preachers for this? Have we by this
Metbod of ltinerating [uccefsfully difpurbed the Peace and Order of religious So-
cieties ? What Difturbance can it give to any, except fuch as have a Mind
to difturb themfelves with every thimg, that Prefbyterian Minifters fhould
preach to Preflyterians ? *Tis true, Men may oppofe the Truth and the Ef-
fects of it ; and then complain of Difurbance, becaufe the Caufe is not yield-
ed to them : But fuch may complain ufgue ad Ravim, before they affect me,
—As well might a Slanderer complain of Diffurbance, when his Neighbour
don’t refign his Charalter, but defends it from his Calumnies.

CaN it diffurb the Peace and Order of the eftablith’d Church, that we
preach the Dotrines which her Clergy by their own Subfeription are folemnly
obliged to preach ; when we do not lavith out our Zeal againft tbe Peculia-
rities of that Church, but only modeftly diffent from them? Ought not rhe
Friends of the Bride-Groom rejoice to fee any reclaimed from Sin, and brought
to the Knowledge and Pratice of Godlinefs, tho’ it be not accomplifhed
by their Inftrumentality ? Is their Eye evil, becaufe God is good ? Or would
they chufe that Men fhould adbere to them, tho’ they lve in Sim, rather
than they fhould be reform’d, if they fecede from them ?

Uron the whole, let the Impartial judge, Whether there has been fuffi-
cient Ground for the loud univerfal Out-Cry againft Itinerants, with which
we are ftunn’d ; which ecchoes from fo many Pulpits ; and is thunder'd forth
from the Prefs, to the no fmall Confternation cf the Colony.

D Jud
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BuT yet I readily concede, That if any one of our Members, fent here to
fupply, has intruded farther than he had a fuficient Call; or {poken with
too-much Contempt and Severity of the Church of England as fuck, and not
treated her with duc Deference 3 I would rather lament and afk Pardon for,
than vindicate or imitate his Conduét.—But lct not his Conduét be mifrepre-
fented, nor his Blunders necdlefsly magnified, as I am iatisfied they have
been; and then they will not appear fo offenfive.

"My Brethren in general cannot be attainted of fuch Inftances of Mifcon-
duét and Party-Zeal: And as for myfelf, who have alrcady been longer here
than all my Brethren, and therefore my Conduét and Doctrine may with
more Eafe and Evidence be ¢xamined ; and who probubly may be continued
~ herc, *till I leave this World to give an Account of my Stewardfbip ; and there-

fore perhaps there may be more Jealoufies about the Confequences of my
Mini(geﬁal Labours, than of the Reft:—As for myfelf, I can, when oblig’d
for Self-Defence, declare in this open Manner, and challenge the moft obferv-
ant of my Hearers to contradi¢t me, That I have chiefly inculcated thofe
great Points of Chriftianity, in which it principally confifts ; and thar I have
not ufed one Argument with ome Perfon, fince I came into this Colony, to
perfuade him to join with us as @ Party.—"Tis ftrange our Oppofers can-
not get the Nction out of their Heads, that we are for premoting a Party :
When did they ever hear me fpeak a Word that had that Tendency? T ap-
peal to all that hear me, whether I have not repeatedly defir’d sbemfelves to
judge, if my Do€trines favour of an unpeaceable Paryy Spirit 2—And if they
4o, to rjeét them with Deteftation.—Tho’ the Pulpits arcund me, I am told,
ring with exclamatory Harongues, Accufations, Arguments, Railings, Warn-
ings, e, €3¢, ¢, agnintt New-Lights, Method:fts, Enthufiafs, Deccivers,
Ttinerants, Pretenders, &c. &e. &c. yet 1 never defign te proftitute mine
to fuch mean Purpofes.—The faithful peaceable preaching of the Gofpel, and
meceffary Self-Defence, when unjuftly aggrefled, is all I defire to purfue.

INnpeep, it People, upon hearing and examining our Doétrincs, judge
them confiftent with the Ferm of [found 1Words, adapted to bencfit Mankind,
and glerify God, by advancing Holind{s and Morality in the World 5 T fhall
not bg fo inconfiffen: with mafelf; as to perfuade them they are not, when'l
certainly believe they are~—And if, horeupon, they think thamfclves Found
in Confcience to put themfelves under ewr Miniftry 3 I know not why 1
fhould encroach upon their Liberty, and fhut the Door againft them.—If
they fee fit to continue under the Miniftry of orlers, who are feund in Prin-
ciple, and faithfully laberions in the Ditcharge, of their Funétion ; they fhall
not 'he difquice.d by me. T with they may reecive Benefity tho' they folliab
wot us.—| truly redpect the Church ot Fngland, as a Clurch of Chrift, when
Jjudge of her aceerding to her ewm Articles; tho’ even in that View, there

are
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are fome things in her which the Light of my Fudgment requires me, and
my Right as a Man, and the Englifb Laws allow mc, to diffent frot...——"Tis
indeed Matter of Sorrow to me, that there feems fo much Caufe to fay to
her, Remember from whence thou art fallen, and repent ;—and to entertain
‘the difagreeable Sufpicion, that many of her Clergy and Members hav: grown
weary of her Articles ;—(1 mean, of preaching them ;—alafs! they arc aftive
enough ingubfcribing them 3) fhew but little Zeal in their Negociations with
Sinners as Ambafladors for Chrift ; and give but {mall Evidences of their hear-
ty Concern for the Converfion and Salvation of Souls. The Levity, the
Follity, not to fay, the Immorality of the Converfations of fome of. them,
does but poorly comport with their folemn Charafier.

I defign to oftend o Man in this.—If there be no Reafon for it, and if I
cannot produce Inftances of it, let me be accounted an Arcufer of ihe Bre-
Yhren :---Nor wou’d 1 deride the Church of England on this Account: I ra-
ther pity and bewail her ; and wifh (tho’ perhaps my Bencvolence may be dif-
dain’d by fome of her Sons) that it were in the Power of sy Hand to belp
ber.~--The Omnifcient knows, and my Adverfaries may belicve it, that I
have often panted to fee us a/l unanimous and cordial in cndeavouring to ob-
tain the principal End of our Station, the Converfion and Salvation of Men :

And when Minifters of all religious Societies give more Evidences of their
Zeal for this, thai for Things of lefs Importance, 1 prefume they will not

find me as much an Enemy as perhaps they expett.

Avras! ’tis too evident that fome, who feem in an Extacy of Dcteftation
againtt itinerary Preacbing, do give greater Evidences of a Party-Spirit than
we, whom they accufe of it.—kor how zealous are they in their Attempts
to reclaim Perfons that have joined with #s? Many can witnefs, that more
Vebemency and Ardour has been fhewn to convers them from s, than to cc.-
vert them from Sin.—Many can witnefs, they were never fo much bated and
ridicul’d for Drinking, Swearing, and other vicious Extravagancies, if they
went to Church; as they are for turning Pr./Byterians ; or, as their Adverfa-
ries caufelefsly call them, New-Lights; tho’ they have now forfaken thefe
Vices, and live as foberly, righteorfly, and godly, as any of the eftablifhcd
Church.—They are told fince they join’d with us, they are in Dangeg of pe-
rifbing, tho’ they arc manifeftly referm’d in their Lives; but while they con-
tinued in tke Church, tho’ they were lefs moral, they were told no fuch Thing.
—Jf they feem fober and thoughtful ; if they worthip God Morning and k-
vening in their Families 5 if they run not into the fame Excefs of Rict witl:
others 5 if they are guilty of fuch unfafbionable Things as ¢ Reading and
“ Praying;”’ they are foon branded with the opprobious Name of New-
Lights.---Satyrs, &c. are publithed in the Gazetre, to alarm th World of
thefe dangcrous Animals.—They are prefented, indified, fin'd ;—and all arc
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orm'd againft them, as if they were like to conflagrate the Colony, and con-
fume Focos €9 Aras !=——=My Readers will, I truft, forgive this Digreflion,
if fuch it be, feeing it was neceflary for cur Defence.
~ T'us other Qbflacle i3 this; ¢ If one of them was to fettle here, he muft
* needs fubfcribe all the Articles of our Charch, except three, and a Part,
“ of the Fourth.—But then the 26th Article, which they are bound to sub-
“ feribe, contradiéts one of the leading Doétrines upon which thgir Schifm
* was founded, wiz. Toat the Miniftry of an unconverted Minifter® is rether
o burtful than ujeful to the Souls of Men."
I's the Publither takes Occafion to mention this Difficulty, from my con-

Jelentions pofiponing to fubfcribe the Articles laft Year, *till I had fufficient

Time and Means to perufe them, and to obtain a rational Solution of a few
Scruples concerning fome of them; he acts a very difhonet Part : For a certain

| 8 Gentleman, not altogether unknown, 1hope, to bim, if the Report I have Juk
- now heard be true, well knows, that I was willing to fubMcribe tbis Article

without any Explicarions; and that I did not intimate the leaft Scruples about
ic—And if | had, they could not have denicd me the Liberty to make Ex-
beations, without refleing on the Condué? of King William ; who, foon
after she A# of 'ulerasion was enalted, indulg’d to fundry diffenting Mi-
nifters, the Libesty of expluining fome of the Articles, when they fubkrib’d
shem, -
But I can't sie any thing in 2Bis Article o very contrary to our Dudrine,
ever, when it is yeprefented by this mifrepyefenting Gentleman : For according
to the Article itfelf,—¢ It appertainech unto the Difcipline of the Church,
‘ thai Yinquiry be made of cv// Minifters, und that they be acculed of thelz
* that have Knowledge of their Gffences 5 and finily being found guiky,
* by juft Judgment Ze Jepas’d.” S

Naw, however plealing the Demonitration might be to forne, it will, I
doubt, be a Herculian Labour to prave, that anconverzed Miniflers are not
evs! Mimfters.—And if the Miniftey of fuch be not rather bureful/ than ufeful
tn the Souls of Men, why fhould they be depofed 7 Should the Church be fa-
ciilegioully rebd’d ol iuch as are wfiful to it ? |

Buwraf it be teply'd, That this Claafe has a Reference to fuch only as by
sicir wnpourd Principles, ot jome Parts of their Condull, opesly difeever them-
selves to be ewid Minificrs, -1 grant ity and obferve further,. that We never
donicd, ¢ That we may ufe the Miniltry™ of fuch as we have a0 Grounds ta

sadge raconverted, the! thev may be wnconverted in Reality :<Neither do
we atlorty tiar “ehe Bict of Chrift’s Ordinance is taken away by cheir

Wickednein " ~Bue our Dedlrize ia this Point may be gathiered from the
fullowing LPasticalars,
X
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We cannot think that the ord, for common, blefles the Adminiftrations
of an uncenverted Minifter with much Succefs » Or that it iz the Duty of a
Moan that has #o jufficiont Evidences of his Converfion to ru/d into that facred
Office : QOr that it is the Duty of Church-Fudicatures to admit fuch into the -
Min firy, whom, in the j‘udgmmt of rational Charity, they cannot think
ccnvertedy from Acquaintance with their Prenciples, Prallices, and Experi-
encis.—ANG if thefe Propafitions are falfe, it follows, thofe contradittive of
them are srue : As, that the Lord commenly blefles the Labours of unconverted
Miniftcrs < ith much Succefs.—That it is the Duty of unconverted Perfons to
erier inte the AMniftry :=—=And of Church-Fudicatures to ordain them to iti—
But arc thefe (criptural Truths I-—How do they glare with Abfurdity !

Morecver, our Direflory, according to which we will at if we are
Prefbyterians, requires Church-Judicatures to enguire touching ive Grace of
Ged in Candidates, before they ordain them.—-But how aeedlef:, gea, ridi-
culous would fuch an Enquiry be, if they mighr lawlully enter into the Mi-

niftry eciebeut the Grace of Ged! Or if they will be rather ufeful than buri-
Sul 1o the Soals of Mcn, yea, have much Succefs, when m it!

AGal v, It is requir’d in Stewards that a Man be found Taithful : (1 Cor.
iv. 2.)  And can he be feithful to the Souls of ethers, when he is nat faith ful
0o his oun Peee g Bifbop, or Overfeer of God’s F ock mult oe bvly ¢ (Tit. 1.
7, 8y 9.) and can an unconverted Sinner, while fuch, be boly ¢

Fu P THER, is there not amore rational Probakilisy har the Gofpe? preach’d
by a gracisus Man will be of Scrvice, than by a grece’sfs Man'? \Tay, ¥/ hat
’{ft’d! Probability is there of the Suceefs of the latter ? "1is certain God rarely

thofe Means which have no fuitable Apvtude to®cbtain his 1ind.——Now
can an unconvcted Man be expt:c’ted to be folcern, pungent, 2ealous, and
earnzft in his minifterial Labeurs ¢ Or is there much Likeliheed thar bis La-
vours, witbout thefc Dualifications, wib be favicezble !—-Will he commend
bfmfe.f Very Mew s (anﬁume 1 the Crgiot of God, when his coon Conltience
is ﬂmre ; Will he ery alosea, nos frare, £Fc. when he Spares bimfelf in Sin ¢
WIl he not rather beal the Hurt uj the Ioanghter of my Pecple flightly, crying,
Peacz, Peace, when there is no Peace, fecing «his is the Way he deals “withs
bimfif ?

Frinavrvy, is not an unconverted Minifles a monfivcus incongruous Abfirdi-
ty 2 How abfurd, to ainploy One thet fuffers his i Seul to per b, to fave
vthers frim Pordition ! low iscongruchsy that u Saie & of the Prince of 1'1/4
thould be an dmbaflader for he King of Zion ! That Walves houtd be plac g1
to watch the Eeep ! ‘That Men wnacquainied swith fpivitnel Freveifes, thm"
be made fpiritual Gusdes !—"Tlv¥e are incoheren, fidicutous Inconfittencies,

A s my infifting particularly on this Head bers, will provent me the Troue
ble of amumadverting on wint Mr, Caldwell fays vr 1ty | bxg Laave te add
further ; Senck
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Sincy it is the Duty of Minifters to declare #0 alf that are uncorverted
their dangerous Cafe, how unprofit2hly they live, and bow dreadfuily they wiil .
dic; Why fhould they not declare the fame with reipelt <o uncomverted Mi-
wiffers 7 Wiil a Sinner’s hardy Prefumption in undertaking the Minitry,
exenpt him from the Threatnings of the Divine Law; to which, woue 4
Simmery he is expos’d £ Will his Gown be a Croak for nis Sin 2~-Or when
he undertakes to alarm others of their Danzer, muft he never hear more of
his own, when it is the very fame?—-If the poor Laity muit not tak: it ill,
when their Minifter infinuates, that there 2ro uncencerted Perfons amaong them,
by mentioning the Symptom:, the Duties, the Dauger of fach; Why {houid
the Clrgy be fo irrcconcileably affronted, when any thing i fid againit
gracelefs Minifters 2-—~Or do they think ‘theve is no Dangrer of an wncorverted
Perfow’s Entring inte the Miniry 7 Anvi that @/l alieady in i are Pious 2
O that it were fo beyond all Contradilio ~—ken fhouid my Heart rejoice,
even mine.—QO that Minifters would fe cenduée themicives a5 Men, as
Chriftians, and as Minifters; as to remove ail Cavte of urwelcume Sufpicien
in this Cafe '—But alas! there is but too little Grouna for fo eatenfive Cha-
rity.—And if there were fufficient Ground for it, it could do xo Harm. and
it would be expediens, to infift on the Danger of an uncanverted Minifry ; as
it can do no Harm among loyal Sulbjeé?s to cxpofe the Wickednefs of Rebei-
lion and Treafon: For thereby fuch as are uaccuverted wouid be deterr’d
from entring the Miniftry ; and fuch as are in it. could not rcaionably be of-
fended ; feeing they have no Reafon to think them/e/ves unconverted.

ORr dare we never fpeak againft unconverted Aiugylers, withaue Dariicu~
larizing the Perfons, and proving our Allegations biefore a Judfvature ~—Bur
do they do fo, when they infinvate to their Hearers, that fome of themn are
unconverted, by teaching them the Symptoms and Danger of fuch in iheiv Ser-
mons ! Or.do they never infert fuch uncharitable Infinuations in their Ser-
mons ? If they do not, they are too cbharitable to be very faithful. I they
do, may not the Hearers refent it as well as they inthe preteat Cafe; and
infift, that they apply their general Allegations to particuler Peff’[nw, and not
{candalize the whote Parifh 2—Will they excufe themitlves from chis, o
faying, that they leave their Hearers themjelves to make Apphcadon ; and if
they have not the Charatiers of the Unconverted, they cught no? tuthivk tivm-
Jelves fuch, nor be offended when fuch arc expos’d ?---So fay we in the prefeng
Cafe.---1f the Publifher has good Reafon to think bimiclt comverted, (st him
tiiink /o ; and be no more offended at ws, “han an Loncy Bon is when he hears
a Thief expos’d—And the Atlantic Weight that fo many poor Minifters

rozn under, whofe unhappy Lov it is to be fufpeted for mncanverted Pev.
Jags tor notbing werfe than being erronesus in Do€trine, cold and urnaffesled in
the Dclivery of ic, litsle concern’d for the Salvation of theic tlucks, and
ot ¢
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more bufy i gaming with them, than in teaching them privately the Doc-
trincs of Religion ;—will, if I mjftake not, be fooner rem v’d by their §i-
Jence, than by their being offended.—But alas '—Confeius ipfe fibi de fe putat
emnia dici.

BuT on the other Hand, we never thought that the Adminifirations of an
unconverted Minifter are invalid ; or that, when regulurly fer apart by Men,
¢ he has no more Right to preach than the Devil.”—"This I never heard in
my Life, till Mr. Caldwell infcrmed me.~We believe that fome Minifters
who are wngracicus in the S'ght of God, may, yet, be crtbedox in Principle,
and regular in Practice ; and therefore may be ferviceable te teach Men the
Doéirines of Religion ; and, through the Concurrence of Divine Grace, be
Tufroments of their Converfiony though we fear the Inftances are rare.---And
if there has been fuch a Queftion propos’d, as, ¢ Can a dead Man beget a
“ Jivigg Child 2 though Ifhould not choofc to ufe the Words, while the fame
thing migh* be exprefs’d more plainly and with lefs Offcnce in milder Termss
yet, I think Candour will not ¢xtend them to fignify a phyfical Impofibility
in the Cafe they were defign’d to illuftrate ; but take the Queftion for a lg-
perbolical Erctefis, which Rbetoricians can eafily underftand :  As St. Paul’s
Exprefiion,----In Chrift Fefus I bave begotten ycu through the Gofpel;.
(1 Cor. iv. 15.) cannot be taken inits ful! Latitule, as fignifying the fame
Desree of phrfical Agency which a Father has in natural Generation.

In'a Word, we believe, ¢ Although in the vifible Church the Evil be
“ ever mingled with the Good, and fometime the Evil bave chicf Authority
“ in the Miviftrotion of the Werd and Sacramentss yet for as much as they
“ do not thé fame in their own Name, but in Chrift’s, and do minifter by
“ his ComriilTion and Authority, we May ufe their Miniftry both in hearing
“ the Word of God, #d rcceiving the Sacraments.”’----Art, 26.

ANp new where are the Gentieman’s infuperable Obftacles 2 He muft
muitiply them y or I doubt I fhall fettle here, notwithitanding of them all,
~==-Weli; he will do fo; For

155 mentions ane Olffacle more in our Way of fubferibing the Articles:
which be exprefles with his ufual Certainty.—--*¢ It is very certain (fays he)
‘¢ that they account all Men unconverted, who atre not of their Sentiments
“ or Party 3 for which Reafon they cannot confiftently jubferibe our Ar-
“uches”

Waar he tuys is very certain, T am fure is gery falfe © For we fincerely
believe thore are miany good und great Men who are not of our Sentiments in
fome ings, and not of our Parsy if we muft be fo called) at all : Nor
do we make their warver/al Agrcement with us the Criterion of Converfio.——
And tie Rev. Mr. G Tennent, who has been often accounted a rafh Cenfor,
doclites to the World in his Proface to Mr, Whitehield’ s Sermons,—* | dcfire to

Soentertain
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‘¢ entertain charitable Sentiments of all, as far as I have Scripture and Rea-
“ fon for it; and doubt not, but divers who have oppos’d both the Rev.
“ Mr. Whitefield and myfelf, had a pious and honeft Intention in fo doing.”’ —
We don’t fuppolc all other Societies fo corrupt, as to include none that are
truly pious ; nor our own {o pure, as to include none of a contrary Charafter.

BuT what he here fays is not only ungrounded confider’d as an Affertion,
but alfo snconclufive confider’d as an Argument.—~For hdw does it follow,
that we cannot confiftently fubfcribe the Articles of the Church of England,
becaufe we account all unconverted who are .ot of our Sentiments and Party ?
May not we confiftently fuppofe, that unconverted Perfons may arrive to fuch
- a Degree of Orthodozy as to affent to a Syftem of found Doétrine ? If not, we
j} muft conclude all are really converted, who affent to the Bible, the Articles
'"of the Church of England, or any other orthodox Syftem ; let them live as they
4 lift : Which is to be charitable to a Prodigy |—Or may not Perfons differ
from us in fome Sentiments, and nat be of our Party, and yet affent to our
Articles ? If mot, then the Proteflers belonging to the Symod of Phbiladelpbia,
are of our Sentiments and Party ; for they fubfcribe the fame Confefion of
Faith, &Jc. withus : And fo the Publither fweats in vain, when he attempts
to prove that we are oppofite Socicties.

r there are any other things in the Preface that feem worthy of Animad-
verfions, they will coincide with my Remarks on the Sermon ; and therefore
I poftpone them thither. : -

I kave nothing further to add, but requélt the Pudiifber, if he thinks
fit to vindicate his Preface in a Reply to thefe Remarks, to affauit my Ar-
guments wWish Reafoning 3 and my Narrative with Truth; and not my Per-
fon or Characier with Raslery and Slander :  And let him not be fo credulous
to wnattefied Informations as he feems to have been hitherto: For what he
has faid hitherto, by the Help of his Informers, or his own Invention, has
often fugpefted that old Verfe to me,

w—Nam miranda canunt, [ed non credenda Pocte.

«For he feems quite poetical in his Defcription of us.

The
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-

The impartial Trial, impartially Tried, &c.
| IN -
REMARKS
ON THE :

S ER M O N.

—yHAT we may know What to believe in Mr. Caldwell’s Sermon
as well attefted Matters of Faft; and what to reject as fulfe

Charges, 1thall, by Way of Introduction, premifc fome general
Remarks, conducive to that End.

I. WHEN a Man als the Part of a Logiciam, and reafons on Things that
admit of Determination from their own Evidence, without any Dependance
on his Veracity ; we may embrace them according to their intrinfic Reafon-
ablenefs and concomitant Evidences; and ’tis our Place rather to confider,
What is [aid, than Who re is that fays it : Hence the Pbilofophical Differta-
tions, or Mathematical Demonfirations of a Man of a bad Character and du-
bious Veracity, may be credited ; becaufe they are to be judg’d of according
to their own Evidence, and not the Gloominefs of their Author’s Charatter.---+
But when a Man rclates fuppofed Mattegs of Fat under the Charater of an
Hiftorian 5 if he be not ofP eftablith’d Veracity, his Relation cannot be de-

nded upon : And the Mind alls irrationally, when it ruthes impetuoufly
into the Belief of what he relates, being ftimulated thercto by nothing but
his doomatical Affertion.

Now fince Mr. Caldwell alts the Part of an Hifforian rather than a Rea-
fonery and as his Reafonings militate againil the late Revival of Rolinion and
its Promotess as related by himfelf ; it cannot be juftly accounted the Effuét
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of Malice in me, but rather an expeditious and fuitable Part of ScIf-Vindica-
tion, to give the World that Character ¢f him which Fama clamefa, in the
N}alrzbez'n Provinces, where he is well known, has oftin given me and many
others. .
- MR. Caldwell was a Minifter for fome Time in Ireland ; if I remember
rightly, in DyAlin.—Being reputed a Gentleman of tolerable Senfe and Learn-
ing, he flourith’d there for fome Time 3 but went on in a Courfe of Pilfering
and Srealing.—His Theft being difcover’d, he fled to New-England ; and
having chang’d his Name, impos’d upon fome of the Minifters there, and
was receiv’d by them for fome Time as a Prefbyterian Minifter :  During
which Time he diftinguifh’d himfelf in virulent Oppofition to the religious
Concern which then prevail’d in the Land; and, among other Exp%oits,
grearh’d and printed this Sermon, and afterwards publith’d a Pampblet in De-
ence of it, by way of Anfwer to Mr. Mc Gregere’s Confutation of it.——~But
his Triumph was but fhort.—For fome Perfons arriving there, who had
known him before, gave an Account of his fcandalous Conduét in Ireland :
‘Whereupon he was judicially try’d in Ceurt, and found guilty.—He then
either declin’d the Exercife ofy the Miniftry for Shame ; or was authoritatively
depos’d by the Minifters there.— Being funk into jult Contempt imw New-
England, he came to Pennfylvania, and remain’d a confiderable Time near
the. Place of my former Refidence, following the Praice of Phyfic.—~He
was oblig’d ta renounce his New Name Cald-well, for really he was CalPd-ill ;
and to content himfelf with his o/d Name Thornton aga'n.—In Pennfylvania
an the Prefence of the Rev. Mr. Mc Dowel and his Congregation, he made an
open Acknowledgement of his bad Condut; which he was oblig’d to do,
in order to be admitted to Church-Privileges, fromn which he had been au-
thoritatively fufpended.—But after he had made this Acknowledgement, his
Conduét wi.. fuch, that 1 am abfolutely certain, the Minifters who bad excluded
%s, for whom he had been fo faithful an Advocate, did not admit him to
re-affume his minifterial Office.—Whereupon, as if he had thought the
Drecgs of the Preflyterians pure enough for the Church of England, he went
through Maryland {ecking Recommendations to the Bifhop of London ; and
then fet out for Englznd.—But whether he has had a profperous Voyage, or

‘a fufe Return, 1 know not.

I pon’r pretend to relate every Inflance and Circumflance of this Gentle-
man’s Mifcondu?, legal Trial and judicial Condemnation ; but only fuch
things as I have bad perjumal Knowledge of 5 or which have been, for Sub-
ftance, well attefled by common Fame—And let Mr. Thornton, (for 1 fhall
no more mifeall him Caldwell) or any of lis Advecates, endeavour, if they
pleal+, to vinldicate dim, and invalidate mv Account of him; and 1 under-
take to contrm ity Aviciativns under the Hands of fundry credible Per-

VJh
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fons in the Nortbern Provinces, that this is the Account which Fame, never
as yet contradifled, and gemerally believ’d, gives of him.

Now is it not furprizing that the Performance of fo infamous a Man
fhould be publithed in order to expofe #s? Or that bis Teftimony of the
Nature, Effefts and Evidences of the late religious Concern fhould be cre-
dited ?—Sure the Publifber here and in Scotland, had they known his Cha-
rater, they would have blufh’d to be concern’d in the Publication of his
Jlanderous Pampblet : Or if they would #of, they are very fond of bad Com-
pany in oppofing us.

Anp here I can’t forbear making a fhort Recurfion to the Preface of .the
Publifher~He could not but prefage fome would have fo much Candoxr,
(though he calls it #eaknefs) as to obje®, ¢ That the new Teachers hold no
¢ fuch Dorines and Principles, 5. as the Author of this Sermon fets
“ himfelf to confute.””—And he anfwers, * To what Purpofe fhould Mr.
¢ Caldwell have expos’d himfelf, by preaching and publithing a Sermon, in
¢¢ Oppofition to Do¢trines and Practices that were never own'd by any Party 2
¢ And how ridiculous muft he have appeared, to contend with Adverfarics
¢ which never had a Being, fave in his own Fancy and Imagination, and
¢¢ that upon the very Spot where he was fure to be confuted by Muliitudes
¢ even of thofe very Men againft whom he wrote? ’—To confront thefe
Queries, 1 would propofe a few equally reafonable ; which when the Publither
has anfwer’d, he Ezs anfwer’d hisown. |

TO what Purpofe Jbould Mr. Publither bave expos’d bim[2lf by writing
and publifhing a Preface, charging us with Doffrines and Praétices which were
wever own’d by our Party? How ridiculous muft be appear, to contend with
us for things whuch we never believ’d nor practis’d, except in bis Fancy and
Imagination ?~Did he repofe his Confidence in the Diffance of his Adverfa-
rics 2 Or think all he fays muft pafs for Truth, becaufe there are not Multi-
tudes of thefe Men againft whom be writes on the Spat to confute him ?

T0 what Furpsfe fpeuld Mr. Caldwell [Thornton] bave expos’d bimfelf,
by ftealing Goods he never rightfully cwned ? How ridiculous mufp be bave
appear'd, to affume a new Name wbich never bad a Being, (with rclation to
‘him) fave in bis cwn Fancy and Imagination s and that on the very Spot where
be might expelt to be confuted by Multitudes, even of thofe Men who formerly
knew him?

““ Awnp let it be confider’d alfo, That the Diffcrence between the Prefby-
s terians and ¢bis Man, muft have confifted in Mutt.rs of great Importance;
“ —Otherwife the LUrefbyterians i New-Lngland, and the DPreflytery of
““ New-Caftle belonging to the Synod of Philadelphia, would not have pro-
‘¢ ceeded to that Extremity, to exclude Aim from their Socicty and Come
“ munion,” and depofc him of dic Excrcifc of the Miniftry.

L2 H. THIE
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1. 7 H I8 Sermon was preached in New-England ; and therefore had amore
particular Reference to Perjuns and Things in that Government.—~And to fup-
pofe, that Mr. Thornton’s Account or Affairs, tho’ it were frue with Refpect
to New-England, muft be true alfo with Refpect to the Synod of New-2ork,
whom this Sermon is defign’d to expofe ; is juft as reafonable as to look for
& Dcfcription of Pennfylvania in a Map of New-England.

Tuo® there are in New-England many great and good Men, perhaps fu-
perior to any in America ; yet it is certain, and they themfelves have bewail’d
“it, That fundry Irrcgularities have attended the Work of God there, which
did not attend it in Pennfylvania.—Speculative Antinomianifm has infeted a
few 3 and Lay-Exborters were too much tolerated by fome, and prefumptu-
oully perfified in their Ufurpation, notwithftanding the juft Oppofition of o=
thers—An a certain Minifter from another Province, tho’ hopefully a pi-
ous Man, gave himfelf up for fome Time, while in New-England, to be go-
verned by entbufiaftic Impulfes ; and run bimfelf, and lead orbers along with
kim, into many Extravagancies ; which the Minifters in New-England that
befriended the Work, and alfo the Members of the Synod of New-2ork as far
as they had Opportunity, and particularly Mr., G. Tennent, teftified againft
in the moft opcn Manner.  And fince that Time, that Gentleman has gene-
. foufly made an honett, free, and pablic Recantation of them ; and now behaves,,
as far as I can learn, with unblameable Prudence.

Now as it is very unjuft that the Blunders of a few fhould be attributed to
the whcle Society ; lZ) it is very unreafonable to look upon thofe few things
in Mr. Thornton’s Account which may be true with rcIE;)c& to a few Inftan-
ces, as cqually attributeable to the Revival of Religion in general, or the §)-

* dod of New-Xork. ~

How wuijuft and sncharitable then was the Publifber, to publith a Sermon
preached in New-England, to expofe the Miniflers in Pennfylvania, and the
Synod of New-2ork i—Did he think we were all of one Mind? Alas! his
good Fricnd Mr. Thernten has taken away that Umbrage from him ; for he
reprefents us as aripbibicus felf-inconfifient Creatures, that go on “ {olemnly
“* contraditing one another.”’ —Mr. Tennent, ’tis true, was in New:-Englaind
But it cannot be infire’d from rhat, cxcept by the Publither’s Logéc, That
all the irregularities in New-England, are alfo in Pennfylvania, or in the
Beunds ot the Synod of New-2orky nor, That Mr. Tennent wwas the Caufe cf
them :—-Any more than it can be inforr’d, That aff thefe Irregularities are in
Iirginia s or, That be was the Cauje of all that are bere s ff)r Mr. Tenuent
was bere too.

. TITERE bas been le2elv in the Novebern Provinces, anl many other

Places, @ wery umcommen redigions Concorr y—And 1 have the Happinefs ta
b
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be fo intimately acquaintza with it, and to have the Right of private ¥adg-
ment fo far, as that I can declare, with a.] the Certainty a Cafe of this Na-
ture can admit of, That in many it has iffued in a probable Change of Heayt,
and a vifible Reformation of Life,

Tue Circumftances of it being abfirafled, its .Intecedents were fuch as thefe ;
a Conviél.on oi Sin, and a Senfe of its deftructive Confequences.—A Convictivn
of the Neceflity of greater Solicitude and more hearty C oncarn about their
cternal States; and of freking the Divine Majefty with more Diligence and
Solemnity in the Ufe of the Means of Grace ;—bcing fullv perfuaded, from
the Divine Werd, that their former Omiffion, or negligent, carelefs Perform-
ance of known Duties, and Commiflion of, or Love to knswn Sin, could
not iffue in Salvation ; but on the Account thereof, they were in imminent
Danger of everlafting Perdition.—So/emn and deep Exercifes of Heart, con-
- gruous to their dangerous Condition ; and becoming Intenfenefs in fecking

Relief, according to the Method prefcribed in: the Gofpel.

THEIR Converfion, as to its Nature, confifted in a forfaking of Sin with
Shame, Sorrow, and Gricf of Heart;—in besaking themfelves to the confci-
entious Performance of religious Duties to God, and of Offices of Equity and
Beneficence to Men ;—in a felf-diffident, humble, affetionate, complacential
Dependance upon the Redeeme; as their only Saviour, according to the Terms
of the Gofpel ;—conkious, that tho’ Helinefs of Heart and Life be neceffary,
—to glorify God, and make his Name honourable in the World ;—to evince
to themfelves and others the Truth and Reality of their Faith in Chrift j=——and
as a Prerequifite to the Enjoyment of Heavenly Happinefs ;—yet it cannot be
juitly imtruded into the Room of Cbrif’s Righteoufnefs, as the meritorions
Caufe of Juftification and eternal Life ;. nor fafely depended on as fuficient to
expiate the Guilt of their Sin. |

I'is Concomitants and Effefts were, a humbling Senfe of the undefirved
Fuvour of God.—Hearty Leve to God and the dear Redeemer.—Firm Re/s-
futions to obey him a]l their Life, to cleave to his Interefts, to glorify his
Name on Earth.—A high Efteem of, and carcful Artendance upon Divine
Ordinances, where they were faithfully difpenfed.—A lating Concern for the
Church of Chrift on Earth, and t{c moft ardent Pantings for the Con-
verfion of others to him ; and, for that End, frequent familiar Couferences
with them about the important Affairs of their Souls.—The ftrict and deli-
gent Perufal of the Word of God (formerly neglected) arnd cther good Books
and, in Confequence thereof, an Increafe in ufcful Knowledge.—A Conver/a-
tion adorn’d with a confcientious Performance of the Dutics of Morality.—
In a Word, the Grace of God that appeared unto them, taught them to deny
Ungodiinefs and worldly Lufls, and to live rightecufly, foberlyy and godly, in
this prefent evil IWorld,

Tuis
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Tris was the Subfance of that Work, which, notwithftanding the Ch.
mours of the World, we dar'd to call a Werk of God’s Spirit, and a1 found
Converfon—And if any have call'd 2 Work, in which tl;a;ﬁ Ingredients were
not, a faving Work of God, we condemn their Weaknels as readily as our
Opionents.-—--f"or my Part, 1 am heartily willing to join in oppofing whatever
is obtruded upon us under the Notion of Converfion, or a Divine Wk, if it
be not fubflantially the fame with what I have deferib’d ; as the late Revival,
for which we contended, was. |

Now what would our Opponents have us to call the WWork deferil’d ?—
Many came to us with the utmoft Solemnity, afking,  #bat foall we do to
 be faved  telling us, ¢ We fee we huve been quite void of real Religion
“ all our Lives.~We fee our former Prophanity, .our Swearing, Drinking,
¢ Sabbath-breaking, Defrauding, €9¢. is like to ruin us for ever.—~Now we
“ are convinced, our former Neglect, or lukewarm Performance of religi-
“ ous Duties, will not lead us to Life.—~Now we are convinced, that our
B *° own Righteoufnefs, to which we have {o long trufted, is infufficient ; and
§ ¢ that we are condemned for our Unbelies in rejecting Chrift.—O! tell us,

. How we may obtain an Intereft in him!|—HHow we thall efeape the Wrath
¢ to come I"’—And would they have us tell them, that it was the Devil that
somvinc’d them of the Evil of thefe Things, and excited them to fuch Earnefi-
nefs in Religion? Would they have us flusn them with the Out-cry, * You
“ are rynning into Emtbufiafm.—You are going Mad.—'Tis not God’s Spirit,
““ but the Devi/ that is dealing with vou.—"1is all Frrvsur of Imagination,
““ irrational Flights of the Paffions, &¢c.?"* Do they deal thus with theirPeople
under fuch Concern? or do they take Precautions to hinder their being cou-
§ cerned about fuch Things ?—~Would it not better comport with our Charac-
|} ters as Gofpel-Minifters, to endeavour to ripen thefe hopeful Beginnings into
- a found Corverfion, and a lafting Reformation of Heart and Lif:? Was it
dangerous to endeavour to convince them further, That 8in was indeed as bad,
and their Condition on the Account of it, as dengercis, while they continuced
in Unbelicf, as they could poffibly conceive? Was it Aniinominian Cant, or
Enthufiappic Raving, to urge them, with pafiionite Reafoning, to betake
1 them{clves to Chrilt, as a Prince and a Savieur, for Reyentance and Remif-
\ fion of Sins, and to the Praélice of Holinef:, as the only Way to-Celeftial Blifs ?
,, —Would the Law and the 7 cftimeny vindicate our Conduét, or our own Con-
{ fciences juflly abfolve us, hould we tell them, ¢ All your Sorrow for Sin, all
¢ your Depres atter Holioes, all your Pantings for Chrift, muft be induftri-
¢ oufly fuppr (fed by us, nd reftrain’d by vex, decaufe they are fo deep and
s affebicnr as to extort Tearsan great Pleniv, o i€t your animal Frame in
¢ fuch a Degree, as theo others are diftusdss with the external Symptons and
o Loffede et s On, W all i 2V ok o sbe Devily becaufe you are

‘“ not

"
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“ not fo charitadle, as to think every Body in the Way of Salvation wher
¢ has a Form of Godlinefi, without any Eividences of the Power 3 becaufe yow
“ were brought under thefe Impreflions, not by your ¢wr Minifter, but by
“ thofe whom fome fce fit to call Izimerant Preachirs, (e, #*°

THAT there bas been juch a Work in warsous Parts of America, and that
the Language of the Subjeéts ot it has been fuch as I mentioned, 1 muft belicve
*til my Mind be fo frengibened by Prejudice as to withftand srrefilible Evie
dence, and all the Light that a Cafe can admit of.—Tho' I grant, as Mr.
Thornton obferves in Page 24, that ¢ fuch powerful Arguments as I think, I
“ believe, I verily belicve, ought not to hinder us from thinking and believ-
““ ing for ourfelves;” yct, after thinking and belicving for myfelf in the
beft Manner I am capable of, ftill I think, I believe, I werily belicve, that
fuch has been th > Subfiance of the late Work : And Mr. Thornton’s Mifrepre-
fentations cannct influence me to thixk and believe otherwife. *Tis true, 1
am not infallible j=——but muft I therefore commence Sceptic, and fcruple a
Matter cvidenc’d by all neceflary Atsepations #

Nor am I fingular in my Belief.——Many of the greateft Men in New-
England, Scotland, &c. give their hearty Sufirage, as well as the Entbufiafts
ana Novices of the Synod of New-York. About an Hundred Minifters in
New-England have publithed their Tefimony to it, as an extraordinary Work of
God; Moft of whom, :f not all, are Gentlemen of Learning, who had taken
fome Degree in the Univerfity. And many of the moft reputed Minifters
in Scotland concur in a like Atsefiation. '

ANp that it was the Subflance of 2 Work of this Nature, and not the Cir-
cumpances of it, or the fuppofed or real Diforders that attended it, which we
vindicated and promoted, may be feen from what has been written for its
Vindication and Promotion ; a Summary of which may be feen in The Chrif-
tian Hiftory, printed in Boflon.——1 might alfo refer the Reades to the Wri-
tings of the Rev. Meflrs. Dickinfon, Tennent, Blair, Finly, &¢. that he may
fee the Sentiments of the Syned of New-2ork on this particular.

IV. THERE were fome Circumftances and Appendages attending this Work,
tokich we conceived were no effential Parts of it : And thercfore, though we
did not account them Fwvidences of its being a Divine IWork 5 yet we contend-
cd, that they cou’d not evince the contrary y nor dijprove our Arguments, de-
duc’d from the Effence of the Work, to prove the Divinity of it—And fuch
were,—The Effeéts of their inward Concern on the animal Poffions, and
thercby on the Bodres of fome j—1he Suddennefs of their firlt Impreflions,
and comfortable Deliverance ;—The Degree of their Joys and Sorrows.—In
a Word, all the things M. Thornion relates as the Evidences of it, (making
Allowance for his Mifr: prefentations) we accounted «ither sn/fynificant Cir-

caumflances,
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eumpances, which could ncither prove nor difprove it to be divine § or pro-
bable Indications of intenfe Exercife of Mind.—And why thould we view
therh in a worfe Light 2—Muft we conclude a Sinn.r’s Conviftion of his Sin
and Dang.r irrational, becaufe it is fo affeiZing to his Scu/ that it affef?s his
Body too ? Muft w. pronounce his Senfe of Condemnation under the Penalt
of the violated Law, delufive, or diabolical, becaufe it is attended with fuch
Commotions as would not be thought firangein Onc that fees himfelf condemn’d
to Death at a Ifuman Bar ; as, Weeping, Crying, Swooning 2 Muft their feek-
ing Chrift be check’d, becaufe they betook themfelves fuddenly to feek him 2

OuR Opponents on the other -Hand, magnified thef: things into fufficient
Evidences of a Work entirely buman or diabolical ; and would perfuade them-
felves and others, that we look'd on thefe things in themfelves as the fpecial
?Work of God, and boafted that People were really converted meerly on the
Account of thefe Symptoms ; whercas we only contended that thefe things
could not prove the comtrary; and that when they were excited under the fo-
lemn, rational and affetionate Preaching of the Gofpel, they might be pro~

bablc Indications of intenfe religious Concern ; though no certain Evidences,
much lefs the very Subftance of it.

V. FinarLLy, we readily concede, There were fundry Irregularities and
Infances of Mifcondul? that asttended this Work: And which fome good Men
were but too zealous in promoting, or toolax in fupprefling, before they
were thoroughly acquainted with them, and their Confé)quences. ‘

WHEN ?grutb requires me to make Conceflions feemingly difadvantageous
to my owr Caufe or Party; I think I am willing to make them.—And I
with my Antagonifis would do the fame ; fince, if I am not grofsly miftaken,
they have at leaft equal/ Caufe.—It would be very caufelefs and ungenerous
for any now to begin to triumph,  Ah! fce here what Conceflions this Pa-
“ tron of their Caufe is obliged to make to its Difadvantage '—We may be
¢ fure there were great Irregularities indeed, when he himfelf is forc’d to
¢ own there were fome ! For, if my Endsbe not unknown to myfelf, I can
honeftly declare, I have niore in View, the Promotion of true Religion in
gemeraly, than of my own Caufe or Party. Let Tha: increafc, tho’ it were
by our Decreafe! Let the Divine Name be honour’d, tho’ oxr Honour
fhould be troddcn in the Duft! |

A~D morcover, I would not hereby intimate, that the Work in general
was of this Nature ; or the Subjeéts and Promaters of it generally rttended with
vhefe Fradities. [ have the Comfort to know it was cuicrwife. And
many of the Minift rs that were inftrumental in carrying it on, have oppofed
thefe Things wherever they appeartd 5 as well as they who oppoicd them, the
Work wllt, its Promoter:, and every thing that flood in ther Way, without

' Lxception
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Fxcepti~ or Diftindtio: : at may be eafily difcovered in The Chriftian Efif-
tory 3 (which T would reco.nmend to ally »s the beft Mcthod to be inform’d
of the Nature urd Circumftances of the whoie Work) in Mr. Edwards’s Ser-
mon on The difting» [hing Marks of a Work of Ged’s Spirity his Thoughts on
toe late Revive! of Religiony, Mr. Dickinfon’s Dialogues, and Letters, and fun-
dry other Author:.

IF any urge, that they have ncver feen any of thefe Writings, and there-
fore can’t receive any Help from them to judge of the Work ;—they do but-
virtually acknowledge, that they are incapable, for Want of due Information,
to judge of it; and therefore tis hoped they will fufpend their Judgment,
’til they be capable.

Now thefe bad Circumftances, and the Blunders of fome of its apparent
Subjelts or Promoters, will never difprove the Reality or Divinity of the
Work in general ;—any more than Mr. Thornton’s bad Conduct will prove,
that'all that join with him in oppofing us are of the fame Charaéter ;~—which
I would not fo much as infinuate,

IT is obfervable from a View of Church-Hiffory, That wherever there has
been a general Revival of real Religion, there has always been an unufual Pre-
walency of real Diforders in fome Inftances attending it.—The Enemy is never
fo bufy in fowing Tares, as when the Son of Mas is fowing good Seed.—Some
of the Friends and Promoters of Rcligion have been guilty of fome culpuble
Fuilyres and many that pretended to befriend it have apoflatiz’d, and
perhaps beaded fome erroncous Seiz.——Of this we have an carly Exemplifi-
cation in the Apoftolic Age.

Some People indeced, whofe Tongues are their own, have got a Fathion
of faying, That we compare ourfelves with Chrift and his Apoftles, if we make
Ufe of any Inftance in Scripture relating to them, to illuftrate ony Particular
in our Day relating to us. And thus we are like to be frighten’d from
making any Ufe of Chrift as a Pattern, or any thing in the Apofolic Age, as
illuftrative of what happens in 1his! But, fearlefs of this Scare-Crow, I
can venture to believe, That whatfoever Things were written aforetme, were
written for our Learning, Rom. xv. 4. And thercfore am bold to obfirve,

THaT if the Rafbnefs and immoderate Zeal of a few, can prove all the late
Work to be delufive, diferderly, &c. Or all the Membcrs of the §ned of New-
2ork to be irregular, enthufiaftic, &c. Then Peter was a rafb, hot-headed Exn-
thufiaft tor cutting off Malchus’s Ear @ Nay, all the Difciples were fo 5 (for Mr.
T hornton’s and the Publifber’s Logic runs a particulars ad univerfale) and the
wicle Work promoted by them was delufive, (Jc.

IF every Degree of exceffively warm Refentment againft fuch as do not re-
ceive them, be deftructive of the Charadter of fuithtul, fuccefstul Miniftcrs ¢
then the Dieiples wore not {uch, who dehir’d Liberty to command Lireto ceme
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4"” from Heaven to confume the Samaritans for not entertaining them. Luke
X. 54

Ir the Iypeerify or Apeftacy of fome Profeflors can difprove the #bsle of
a fuppos’d D.vinz IVerl, then the Chriftion Relzgzon 1 an Inpcfture y for sle
namias and Sapphira prov’d Hypecrites 3 Demas, *Simon Magus, (Fe. Apofiates
Flymeneus and Philetus made Shipwreck of the Faith. ’Tis alfo well known
there were many Diforders and Divifions in the Church of Corinth and Gala-
tia ; tho’ planted by the great St. Pas/ himfelf.

AND at and after Luther’s Reformation, how many S§effaries crept forth'
and what monftrous Doflrines did fome of them imbibe and propagate '—
But to rcturn to Popery, or candemn Proteflantijnz, on that Account, would
- hardly be reafonuble.

Now if an Jifidel or a Papift thould turn Hifforian, ard pretend to acquaint

the World of the Rife and Spread of Chriffianity, or the Reformation from
Popery 5 but inftead of that, thould mention thefe Inftancés of Apcfacy, Rafk-
refsy Error, Divifion, €¢. and then infinuate he had given an impariial Ac-
count of the whole Matter ; how cafy might he triumph —But over whas ?
Not over the Chriftian Relzg:an, or Prote eftantifm ; for thefe Things arc »o
Parts thercof ; nay, are condemned thereby.
*IN thisis dxfplay d the moft of Mr. Thornton’s Art,—I wou’d fay, Sophi/~
try~He reprcdents fuch things as were eithcr meer Appendages of an indifte-
rent Nature, or real Diforders, as the Whole of the Nature, Eﬁ'm:, and E-
vidences of that Converfion which he {o virulently oppolcs s imagiinary Blyx-
ders he reprefents as Realitiesy indifferent things as the Quincffence of the
Woerk 3 and real condemnable Diforders he views thro® a M,cioﬁ ope, and they
greaten to his Eye, till he is tranfported with Paflion and [ll-nature, and be-
gins to arm himfclt to encounter the thocking Phagtoms.—A few Inftances
of this it may be expedicnt to ofir to the Reader.

Brcause fome were fuz’d with fuch a fudden and terrible Fear of the
Wrath of God, to which they were raticnally convind’d they were expofed 5
or becaufe the Paffions of a few might be fo ftirred up into violent Commo-
tions, thhoUt fucn d finft Apprehenfions of the Objett as might be defired ,
as to caufe them un.wmdab&y to ¢ry out, weep, e, e iiys the Nuture cf
thur mewrfon in general is, ¢ A fudden and terrible Fear of Divine W ratly,
*“ oy tie Mifurics of Hell, occafioning in fome a 5 nfution of Cold, in mott
“ a vary extrrordinary Warmth ull over the B wy-, caufing Peeple to cry
‘“ as it diftracted 5 to fhed ‘Tears in great Plenty 5 throwing many into Con-
** vulhons ; and a few for fome Time into Difpar, &

Brcavse fome ware {o happy as to hnd fpecdv Relict und cv angglic. i
Comf Tty upon their being Lroaghe fpecdily wi ith the Jay Iu,, to bclieve i the

Lowd felus Chrojey and becaun: lome, afor firictly oxaanmuing the Tanp: lHut
their
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their Hearts, and the Tenor of their Lives, and comparing them with the
diftinguifhing Marks of true Belicvers exhibited in Scripture, have rationally
concluded, that they were true Belicvers 3 and confequently that there was no
Condemnaticn for them, but they fhould be infallibly kept &y the Fower of
GGod thro® Faith unto Salvation ;—He takes Occalion to mifreprefent things
tiws,—<¢ In a few Days or lefs the Terror is at an lind, and a more than
¢¢ common Chearfulnefs fucceeds ; all their Difficuities and Doubts are remov-
¢« ed; and immediately a Certainty that all their Sins are pardoned, and that
¢ they fhall be faved, takes Place.”— -

Becausk they did not chriffen (if I may fo fpeak) their good Difpofitions
and Works of Obedience, by looking for Life on the Account of them, which
they knew is attainable ¢nly by Virtue of Chrilt’s Mediation ; or becaufc fome
few, contrary to the natural Tendency of the Doftrines generally preached
to them, verg’d towards do&rinal Antinomianifm ;—He partially reprcfents it
as the Cafe of 4/ the Subjeéts of the late Work, To be immediatcly certain,
¢¢ that all their after Sins, how many or heinous foever they be, will be over-
¢ Jooked, upon their confidently relying on the Mcrits of the Redeemcr.”

Becaust fome prudently and modeftly declared, at propcr Occafions, What
God kad done for their Souls, aftcr the Example of David, Pfa. 66. 16.
Or becaufe others, fir'd with Zeal, and fubje@t to human Frailties, might
relate ther real or imaginary Experiences with too much Imprudence and Ojf-
tentation ; thercfore he fays that the gemeral Effect of the Work is, ¢ A bold
¢ talking of Experiences as foon as the Terror is over; by which, if we
¢ judge as we would in other Cafes, we arc to underftand their Riglicouf-
“ nefs; tho’ in the mean Time that they are filling our Eirs with fuch Dif-
¢ courfe, they would have us belicve them the moft humtle and fclf-denied
“ of Mankind.—

Persons buing fufpicious of the Spiritual Stabs of fuch, as gave no fa-
tisfaory external LEvidences of their Converfion and Picty ; and their lookin
on invetcrate, outrageous Oppefition, in Spit: of Lvidence, againft the decp
Religious Imprcflions that then appeared, as a too probable Evidence of pre-
dominant Emmnity againft Religion itflf;—He calls, ¢ Cenforioufnr fs and
¢ Uncharitablencfs to fuch as diffir from them ;—a pretending to God’s pe-
¢ culiar Prerogative, Searching the Icart ;—a fhutting the Gates of Heaven
aguinft the whole human Race, but themifelves and a few of their Friends,
whofe Sins God will not be offinded at, as he will not approve the righ-
t2ous and chriftian Brhaviour of others.”’—His Mifreprefintations hor. are
fo mnnftrous, that they fhock my Heart as I tranferibe them.—11c Mun
feetis quite rogarclefs what he fays, if it may but blacken his Adv.rfaris.
~—That Sianza in the y20th Praim forces itfelt into my Mind.—
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What little Profit can accrue
And yet, what beavy Wrath is due,
Q thou perfidious Tongue ! to thee 2 (Fec.—

I might, perhaps, give as many Inftances of his mifreprefenting things, as
there are of Charges ugainft the Subjeélts and Premoters of the late Work ; but
it would be needlefs and too tedious.

SomE of my Readcrs perhaps may judge, that the Sermon is fubflantially
anfwcred by thefe general Remarks. But as I chofe to be rathcr redundant
than deficiens, inaitording Means of rational Satisf:.€tion to fuch, as have not
rcfolved to be fatisfied by no Means ; I fhall make a few particular Remarks
on fome of his Allegations. |

HE begins with a vgry fair Promife; <1 fhall, (fays he) with the greateft

g Caution, and fincere Riegard to Truth and Holinefs, to the Glory of God

¢¢ and the Good of human Souls, proceed to confider the Nature, Effelts,
¢ and Evidences of the prefent fuppofed Converfion in this Part of the
“ World.” But Quid dignum tante feret bic Promiffor biatu ? Parturient
montes, nafcetur ridiculus mus. |

T re firft Ingredient of the Converfion he oppofcs is, ¢ A fudden and ter-
¢ rible Fear of Divine Wrath or thc Miferics of Hell.”—Now what is there
in this that difproves it to be from the Divine Spirit ? The Objeé? of this Fear
1s what Sinners cught to fear, Divine Wrath and the Mifcries of Hell—i‘or,
1s not Ged angry with the Wicked cvery Day ? Pfal. vii. 11. Does not bis
v¥rath abide upon Unbelicvers? John iii. uit.  Shall not the Wicked be turned
into Iell 2 Pfal. ix. 17. And are not tbefe things to be fear’d 7 Or can they

Sy from the Wrath to come before they fear it? Or feck to efcape the Mifcries

of Hell, while they are not afraid of them ?—Mr. Thornton’s Difapprobation
of a terrible Fear, implies his Approbation of the Want of it, That Men fhou’d
fear the imtelerable Wrath of God with a moderate Fear, or caft off Fear en-
tircly.—But would he «fteem this an Ingredient of Converfion ? Would #5is
be to obferve the Proportion of things >—May not Sinners fear Divine Wrath
with a terrible Fear, fince as his Fearisy fo is his Wrath? Pfal. xc. 11. And
if they be juddenly convine’d of their Liablenefs to it, may not their Fear,
tho’ fudder, be rational and well-grounded ?

“1'ts true, fuch as are the Children of God thre’ Faith in Chrifi Jfefus, tho’
it is their Place humbly to revere, and dutitully to reverence him as their Fa-
thcr syt they have no Caufe to entertain a flavifh, terrible Fear of nis Wrath
for they are not expofed to ity and perfeit Love cafteth ont fuch Fear: But
as he baars the Relation ot an angry Mafter, and an incenfed Fudge to Unbe-
fevars, dhicy have rational Grouids to fear hun as juch, 5
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"BuT Mr. Thornton feems an Enemy to all Fear that refults from an Ap-
prevenfion of the Wrath ot God : Forin p. 15. he queris,  Why fhould
“ Men almoft perpetually preach upon Subjeéts of Terror 2 Is there any
‘“ Virtue, any thing approveable in abftaining from all Evil, or doing good
¢ Actions, purely for rear of Punifhment, or in Hope of a Reward ? Na
‘ furely.”

I 'GR);NT, as rcadily as Mr. Thornton, that bigher Ends are neceflary, in
avoiding Lvil and doing Good, than purely the avoiding of Punithment and
the obtaining a Reward, even the glorifying of God, and aéling agreeably ta
the Obligations that rational Creatures are neceflarily under to him.—But then,
How impertinent is Mr. Thornton’s Query, * Is there any Virtue, any thing
¢ approveuble in abitaining from aLL Evil,—purely for Fear of Punifhment;’>
—When it is abfolutely impofiible for fuch an witimate End to excite a Man
to abftain from aLL Evil 2 For that End, when wltimate, is in itfelf Evil :
If not, Why does Mr. Thornton argue fo warmly againtt it ?

I granT alfo, and our Prattice comports with the Conceflion, that when
Men preach almoft PERPETUALLY on Subjets of Terror, or (as he exprefles
it in p. 11.) ¢ almoft consTaNTLY infift on Subjelts of Terror, Hell, and
¢¢ Damnation, with Pathos and moving Geftures,”” they run into an Extream ;
though not more than they, that almoft perpetually prophefy fmooth things,
and are fo polite as never to mention fuch fbocking Sounds in their Sermons,
however neceffary they be.~—~And we appeal to the impartial World, whether
we have infifted almoit consTaNTLY, or preach’d almoft PERPETUALLY On
Subje@s of Terror..—They can witnefs for us, That we have unfolded to
them the glorious Method of Salvation, through the Mercy of God in Chrift,
propos’d in the Gofpel, and urg’d them to comply with it, with as much
Clearnefs, Frequency, and Solemnity, as any of thofe that bring this Accufa-
tion againft us. |

Bur then, were this Gentleman’s Account of us true, I think he winds out
his Inference a little too far @ For I can’t fee, that preaching aLMosT perpe-
tually cn Subjeéts of Terror, will ncceffarily lead Men to abfain from all Lvil
PuRELY for Fear of Puuifbment 5 unlefs that which avLyosT produces an Lif-
fe@, muit nceeflarily produce it ENTIRELY 3 or a partial Caufe can produce
a tutal or complete Lffect.—Since we infift, according to his own Account,
but a/mejt perpetually on thefe Subjets, why mayn’t the few things we fuy
of another Nature, influence them to avoid Evil from o webler Princple and
View, and not purely for Fear of Punithment ?

FurTuer, Mr. Thornton’s Reafoning in this Place is plainly to this Pro-
port, That abfanng from Euvil, or deing Geod fur lear ot Punifbment, or
in Hepe of a Reward, has nothing virtieus, nothing appresealle in it :
And that preaching the Terrers of the Low, and the Bigfings of the qup;l,

the
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the Miferies that attend, or follow upon a Cowrfe of Sim, and the Happinefs
and Pleafure of a wvirtuous, Religious Life, has a Tendency to produce this
ﬁﬁ]’,ﬁ Temper , and therefore ought to be avoided :—For fure whatever leads
, Men to that whicheis no Virtue, and has nothing approvesdle in it, ought to be
..gvoided.—~—And thus he has at once divefted the Gofpel of its principal En-
; ents and Motives.—We muft preach neither Heaven nor Hell; Salva-
tion no¥ Damnation; we muft not reprefent the Advantages of Piety, either
in this or the other World ; nor the deffrutive Concemitants and Confequents
of §in: For preaching the former will lead Men to do good in Hope of a Re-
‘ward ; and preaching the latter will reffrain them from Evil, avL Evil,
. purely for Fear of Punifbment.—~This would be to epitomize the Gofpel in-
~ deed! A good Way this, to vindicate the Pratice of fome anhelant weak-
lung’d Divines, whofc Sermons are hardly ever fhorter than ten or fifteen
Minutcs.

I¢ thefe things are not to be urg’d, what fhall we infift upon? Are not
all the Dottrines of practical Chriftanity infcparably concéted, either imime-
diately or remotely, with thefc two comprehenfive Topics, The Pleafures and
Advantages of Religion to the Godly ; and The Miferics and D:fadvantages
of Sin to the Sinner ?

~ Or fhall we a’ways flourifh in fublime Speculations on the smtrinfic Rea-
Jonablenefs of Virtue and Piety, and the Obligations we are.under to the Prac-
tice thereof, according to the erernal Reafon of things? This indeed would
be delightful Limploy to fublime and contemplative Minds; and no doubt
Juccefsful, were we to preach to upright Men, or holy Angels; whofe #ills
are not perverted with vicious Byaffes ; and conf;qucntly embrace, with the
utmoft Alacrity and Readinefs, whatcver their Underfandings rep-~fent as rea-
fonable, neceflarv, and cong-uous : And no doubt feafonable Differtations on
the intrinfic Reafinablenefs, and eternal Obligations of Virtue and Religion,
may be ot Scrvice to Mankind, cfpecially the Studicus and Pious.—But alus!
it is Jament.ibly cvident to every obfurvant Lye, ‘That Sinners in general are
fo blind, ftupid and fclfith, thae the brightett Difplays of thef: fublime and
no..le things, and the clearct Demonftrations, ther they ought to aét above
the predominant Influence of Se/f-Love, and principaliy for the Glory of tha
all-glorious God, will have no Effcct at all upon them : Thefe ar: Argu-
ments which, though moft noble in rheiijelves, make but litele Imprefion on
depraved Creatures.  They are of fuch ignoble Tempers that thefe quite fly
over than——But when they fee their cwn dear felves in Danger, and the Paf-
fionof Fear begins to work, then they are tartled ; —Then they begin to be in
carncft @ For though they have no Regard 10 Ged's Glory, yet they have a
great Rogard for themfe/ves.— And is not the Paffion ~f iear implanted inthe
human Breaft to ftimulate us o fbun Darger 2 Why mayn’t it chen be im-
jroven
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proven for the Purpofes of Religion; ¢ (p«cially feeing it riny excite s Man %0
eek a mobler Frisciple to aét from? For though a flevib Principle aione be
too low a Source for the exalted Exercifes of Religion; yet, can any deny,
that it may excite 2 Man to feck a gracious Principle, in the Ufe of the Means
of Grace, with that mcral Earnefinefs, which it is natural for a rcafonable Be-
ing, that fees himfelf expofed to Mifery, to exert? Anc thovgh his kndea-
vours after faving Grace, while they How meerdy from a felffo Principle, do
not neceflarily entitle him to faving Grace; (as indeed therc is no infeparable
Connettion between the Grace of God, and the éefi Endeaveurs of an unrege-
nerate Man, who is entirely govern’d by the Sway of Self) yet, is it not
probable, that a gracious God may confer faving Grace upon him, in the beft
Ufe of his Endeavours ¢ If not, there is no Probability that He will conter
Grace on any unregencrate Sinncr ;3 who, while fuck, cannot a& from any
other that a fulfi/h Principle ; becaufe he has some other; for if he has, he is
not an snregeverate Sinner. .

FurTHEER, Mr. Thornten himfelf confefles, that the avoiding of Ewvil for
Fear of Punihment may be ¢¢ a fccondary Motive,”” or fubordinate End.—
And cught rot fecondcry Matives to be urg'd, and fubordinate Iinds be pur-
fued ?

How can he fay, that God declares it ¢ to be his frange Werk,” i. e,
a Work whico be feldom does, to denounce his Wrath againft Sinners 3 and that
¢ our Saviotr ufed the fame but fcldom ?** For he mult be a Stranger to tha
Word of God, that knows not the contrary.—~How many, how folcmn, how
terrible, are the Divine Comminations againft the Wicked ! and how oit¢n
does Chrift expofe their Dangcr in the moft affe&ting Colours '—Is it not a
fire Pillowe for fecure Sinncrs, to tell them, that it is a B7zrk firange to God,
i.e. a Work which he fe/d:n does, to threaten them for their Sinsy and that
Chnit w{d the fame but feldem ?—Is it not cortain that the s of Mankind
perith 2 And to bope the contrary, however natural it is to a gencrous Souly
is blafphcmcufly to hope, that God will be a Liar-—And is the inticting juit
Punithment spon Sin, his flrange Work for ail ?

As for thit Phyase in Jjai. xxviii. 21. which he perverts to his Purpofc ;
it either fignifics, that they fhould be punithed with wo commen Fudgments, bue
with fngular and extrasrdinary, and thordfore frange Punithments 3 in which
Senfe the Word is taken in 'fob xxxi. 3. Is there not a ftrange Punifbment to
the Workers of Duquity 2 and the Sepruagint tranflate it, PIKR1AS ERGON, [pi-
krias ‘crgenl al¥ork of Bitternef:y or abitter IWerk : And fo it entirely everts Lis
Notion of it —Cr 1t fignifics, that that teral Deflruetion, which he was about
to bring on the Republic of [iacl, was an wncominer thing, which be had not
done to them before 5 to which (fpeaking per utbicpopotheian) he was gra-
coully rddutaat; they being his pecsdiar Pecple—But 1 tiis Sende it has no
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Reference at all to Ns Threatnings againft Sin, and the Retrsbution of deferved

Pumgbment in a fuiure State 3 and confequently is quite foreign from Mr,
“Thornton's Pur pofe. f

Onr will it fpoil the Mattee, if we infilt on §u}>jc&s of Terror with Patbos
and movng Ge{fum s fince Mr. Thornton him{ 1f acknowledges, in p. 16. that

¢ Geftures and Pathos prove the Speaker to be in earneft 7*° For, fhall we

be afruid of giving Kvidences that we are in eorneft, when fpeaking as Am-
baffudors of the King of Heaven, to precious Seuls; thet are in Danger of
perithing, about the great Afiairs of their future State ¢ Or is it decent that
we fhould fbeak off Heaven and Hell, Salvation and 1)+mnation, with Lan-
gror and Unconcernzdnefs P—That the Vulga {bauld er:ertain fuch Notions
would not, perhaps, be altogether fo ftrange : Fut I cannot but be furpriz’d,
that Gentlemen who pretend te oraterial Politemefs, and whom one would
prefume to be acquainted with Rbetoric, fhould iof pradiife, or fhould rids-
cule, as unbecoming a Cbrijtian Qrater, the principal eiternal Ornament of
Speech, and effential Property ot a goud Orator.—Shall ‘vhat Cicero and De-
moftbenes practifed and recommended, and all Rbetoriciaiz, infilt on as a Part
of their Are, and which is well adajted to excite Attention, and rationally
to ftir up the Paffions, be eatircly ex:luded on Religions Subjedis, to which it
would be moft congrucus and ornamental ¢ The Style, the ;oice, the Gefture,
of a Spuaker ought to compert with bis Subjedts.—How ridiculous therefore
15 that ftupid Monotony + wﬁich fome are fo enamour’d With |—If they ever

lcarn'd Horace, fure they might laugh at themfelves,

)

I I SO

+ Cicero oblerves, Orat. lib. 3. Omnis Motus Animi fuum quendam & Naturd habet,
Vilism, & Sonum, & Geftum ; Totumque Corpys Hominis, & ejus omnis Vultus, omnefque Voces,
ut Nervi in Fidibus, ita finane, Gt & Motu Animi funt pu/fie. —And the Arch-bithop of Cambray
in his ingenious Dialogues of Eloguence, has thefe Words. ¢ Plaro fays an Oration is fo far clo-
¢ quent as it arrzcts the Hearer's Mind.— By this R+’ you may jucge certiinly of any Dif-
¢¢ courfe you hear. If an Harangue leave you coLi and LANGuUID, and only amufes your
¢ Mind, inftead of calightening it ; If it does not Move your Heart and Passions, however
“ florid and pompous it may be, it is not trely cloquent, 7ully approves of Plato’s Sentiments
¢ on this Point ; and tells us (Lib. 1. §. 5. & Lib. 11. 4. 82.) that the whok Drift and Force
¢ of a Difcowrfe fhould tend 12> move thofg fecrer Springs of Altions that Nawre has pliced in
« the Hearts of Men. Woulld you then conlult your own Mind, to know whether thofe
¢ you hear be truly eloquent ? 1f they make a lively Impreflion wpon you, and gain your Atten-
o tion and Aflent to what they fay 3 if they move and animate your Passtens, {o as to raife
¢ you above yourfilves, you may be affurcd they are true Orators.  Buat if mftead of affeiling
¢ you thue, they only pleafe or divert you, and make you admire the Brightnefs of their ‘Tho'ts,
o or the Deauty and Vropriety of their Language, you may freely pronounce them to be meer
8¢ Decluimers.' | N

Soawtue fays, Concin Sava capit omnem vim Oratoris, & Gravitatem, Virictatemque
dofiderat 5 Moximaque Pars Orationis admovenda et ad Animorum Motur, Cyp. Soar. Rhet.
b r, €<l




(49)

e 8§ 55 ¢ flere, dolendum eft
Primum ipfe 15hi e

Triftia meftum

Vultum verda decent, iratum plena Mincrum,
Ludentem lafciva, feverum [eria d:y mmmm
S5 dicentis erumt fortunis abjona difla,
Romani tollent equites peditefq, cachinmum,

Have not many great Men, particularly Mr. .44difon, a Man of as much
Politencfs as any of our awti-patbetical and anti-geffural Gentlemen, come
plained ¢f this Defet in the Clergy ? And Sir Richard Steel on this Account
g;-e(cribed going to Cimrchy as the belt Opium for one difordered for want of

eep. .

’IPHxs fudden and terrible Fear ** occafions (fays be) in fome a Senfation of
“ Cold; in mnft a very extraordinary Warmth all over the Body; caufes
“ them to cry as if diftracted ; to fhed Tears in great Plenty 3 throwing man
‘¢ into Convulfions, and a few for fome time into Defpair,” {f¢c.—And thefe
things he argues againt}, as the Jubfiance of the Work ;—as quite inconfifient
with a Work of God’s Spirit s—and unmex.nplified inany Age of the Church.

I nave told the Feader already, that we never laid any Strefs on thefe
things as certain Evidences of a divine Work, or the contrary ; though he
afferts we do. |

I HerE further obferve, that by far the fmaller Number of the Subjeéts of
the late Work, gave fuch Evidences of their inward Impreflions by the vifi-
ble Agitation of their Bodies: And many Minifters have carefully endcavour-
ed to check fuch Appearances, by repeatedly entreating their Hearers to kee
their Paffions under all poffble Reftraints, to prevent Offence, tho' caufeiefs,
—Yet fo accute was the inward Anguith ofP fome, and fo rapturous, ume
[peakable and full of Glsry, the Joy of others, that they cowld not contain
themfelves , their mental Frame difcovering itfelf unavoidabdly through ani-
mal Nature.~--And this Mr. Thornton mounts on the Wings of an Hyperbole,
;x‘ud calls fucn external Symptoms, Convalfions, Screamings, Epileptick-like

115, &c.

He himfelf <ndeavours in p. 14. by the Help of Anatomy, to prove that
thefe things are confitutional.~—And for what I know, he carries the Point.—
But to whefe Alvantage has he carried it ?—To his own, who looks upon
them as inconfiftent with 3 Work of the divine Spirit #—Or to ours, who look
upon them as indiffirent Circumftances ?—Can that which is conftitutional,
be imconfiftent with a divine Work ?—!f fo, Man is of a ftrange Conftitution
inieed ! Incapable of divine Influence ! Yea, incapable of atting rationally
with rclation to Religion ! For he aflurts in p. 13. shat thefe things are incons
filbene with aQling rationally. ¢ Funtuig,
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Forruer, he grants in p. 14. * that Pauls falling down was owing to
¢ a Miracle.”—And he will grant, no doubt, that thi? Miracle was effected
by the exiraordinary Agency of the divine Spirit.—The fame he muft grant,
according to his Scheme, with. rcfpe&.to the Faylor, and the Miracle taat
preceeded his Awakening.—And was their Falling down, Trembling, &c. ra-
tional ? If not, the Effeit of the Spirit’s miraculous Agemcy was srrational ;
and confcquently, his Agency itfelf was fo too : For raticnal Agency can never
produce an irraisonal ablurd £ffest.—But is it not as blafphemous to fuppofe,
that the all-wife God a&ts irrationally in his extraordinary Agency, as that he
does fo in his ordinary ?—Or will he fay, The Miracle was but the Occafion
of their Falling down, Trembling, Crying out, 8&c. and not the efficient Caufe
of them: And therefore, though they might attend the Agency of the Spirit ;
) yet they were not properly preduced by it f—=We grant it :—And let him but
apply the fame to the prefent Cafe; anc. Aill folve alt the Difficulty.—We
- donot fay, that the holy Spirit is the proper immediate Efjicient of thefe things ;
but that they may, according to the Conflitution of fome Men, be occafioned
by his Efficiency, and are not inconfiftent with st.

Dip not a Fear of tedious Prolixity-hinder me, I might prefent the Rea-
der with the Sentiments of Perfons of fuperior Genius, who have judicioufly
written on this Subjet : But fhall content myfelf at prefent with compen-
dizing my own, in a few Remarks.

In this prefent State our Souls and Bodies are fo united that they mutually
influcnce and affefd each other : And the vigorous Exertion of the Affections
in particular, do excite, and are attended with, Commotions in animal Na-
ture.—And the vigorous Excrtion of them is fo far from indicating, that the
Fudgment is not rationally informed of the Object about which they are ver-
fant, that it is a ftrong prefumptive Argument that it is well informed ; and
that with Light proportionable to the Vigoroufnefs of their Exertion.—For,
can an wunapprebended Objet excite any Paflion? Or an Object nor clea-ly
apprebended excite a firong Paflion, according to the Make of the human
Mind ? An unknown Objet can have no Effect at all upon it, any more than if
there were no fuch Objcé!t : Kor, D¢ non Entibus &I Non- Apparentibus idem eft
Judicium. Moreover, the Commotion exited by the Paflions in the human
Body, are fo far from being inconfiftent with rational Aéting, that it is the
weceflary Refult of that Law of Creation whereby infinite Wifdom has united
the two Conftituents of a human Perfon, the Sex/ and Body.

Now it is manifeft, that watural or temporal Objets will exite the Paffions
1 fuch a Mimner, as to produce vifible Effels on the Bod+, and c.ufe W eep-
ing, Crying, T'rembling, Swooning, &c.—And if the Objeét be adequate to
fuch Lffeéts, 1 never knew a Perfon thought to aét irrationally, or without a
well informed Judgment, on the Account of them.=-If a Criminal, whel::c be

ars
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hears himfelf condemn’d to a natural Death, thould weep, tremble, cry onr,
faint 3 would any One count him mad ? Or think that his Judgment was
not informed of his Cafe ?~~Would there not be full as much Reafon for
fuch a Conclufion, fhould he af quite otherwife ? Was it quite unnatural and
un-ccount.ble, th..t the Queen of Sheba fhould be overwheln’d with the Glory
of Silemion ? Cr did it .rgue her Jgncrance of his Glory ? (1 Kings. x. 5.)

Inx the next Place, It is undeniable, that tbe fame Faculties of the Soul,
which are verfent about natural Objells s are verfant about religious Objcéts.
— 'L he Spirit of God operates upon, and divine things are propos’d to, the
fame Faculties, which other Objeéts are propos’d to, and afteét.—The Paf~
JSions, in particular, ought to be exerted in Religion, as well as in other things:
For, can there be any real Religion without the lively Exercifes of Love to,
Defires after, Fear of, and M™-#wb+ in God ; Hatred and Averfationto, Grief
and Sorrow for Sin? And a ove and Hatred, Defire and Aver[ation,
Delight and Sorrow, Paffions of the human Soul ?—Again, Is there the leaft
Reafon to fuppofe, that the Creator, who implanted thefe Paffions in the hu-
man Breaft, and endowed reafonable Creatures with no ufelefs Superfluities,
but defigoed that all their Endowments as rational Agents, thould be employ-
ed for the Purpofes of Religion ;—is there any Reafon to fuppofe, that he
exempted Man from exercifing his Paffions in Religion, in a Manner and
Degree fuited to his prefent incorporated State ?—*¢ Religion, ’tis true, as the
¢« Publifher obferves, is a reafonable Service,~—~wifely calculated for the Faith
“ and Praltice of reafonable, accountable Creatures.””—But fure, it may be
fo, and yet include the Exercife of the Paffions to their proper Objects in the
moft vigorous Manner ¢ Otherwife, every thing is wnreafonable, in which
there is the leaft Mixture of Affe€tion: Which to fuppofc is not very reafons
able.

In the laft Place, Religious Objefls are as fit to excite the Affections to the
moft vigorous Exertion as any Objeéls whatfoever.—If this be denied, the fub-
ftantial Realities of anotber World, the Joys of Paradife, and the Horrors of
the infernal Regions, are not of fo much Weight and Importance, as the
Affairs of this tranfient State, this Scene of Vanity, Dreams and Shadows.—
- For, if they are of equal Weight in themfelves, and we equally concerned in
them ; ’tis no forced Copfequence, that they are fit equally to affes? us.—~But
I bring the Comparifon too low.—Alas! What are carthly Torments, Sur-
prizes, Deaths, to the intolerable Wrath of the incenfed Almighty ; and the
twinging Anguifb of everlafting Defpair in the furious Blaze of unquenche
able Flames !—What can be fo diftreffing, as a Conviction and Senfe of Con-
demnation, by the juft Sentence of the Judge of all the Larth '— A wounded
Spirit who can bear —Or are not the Glories of the caeleftiai Maycfty, when
difcovered to an enlighten’d Mind, fufficient to overwhelm it with unfuppgbr;-
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gble Aftonifhment, and op}xcﬂ'we Joy ? Sure, Solomon in all bis Glory was
ot arrayed like him, who cloaths bimfelf with Light as with a Garment.

Whay fhould it then be accounted unaccountable, That thefe things thould,
when rationally perceived, affefl the Paffions, and thereby the animai Frame,
as much as any other thinos? Are not thife things fufficient to damp, yea,
to overwhelm the moft heroic Spirit ; unlefs he be prepared to encounter
everlafting Burnings ? And to quicken the moft dejected Mind into Tranf-
port; unlefs the Joys of Religion are unaffecting Trifles 2—Is it poffible a
Man fhould be impreft with them according to their Nature and Importance,
without paffisnate Exercifes? And is it not very poffible, that the Exertion of
his Paffions in this Cafe, thould be attended with the fame animal Commotions
and Agitations of Body, that it is attended with in atber Cafes ?—Or is there
any Aflurance given by Scripture or Reafon. t'wt ghe moft paffionate Senfe of
thefe things thall not occafion any fuch wtigns ? Let any one fhew
& me; & erit mibi magnus Apollo.—  WMUNE 6mbrages advanc’d as
Reafons againft it by Mr. Thornton, that thefe things are srrational; prevent
the benefitting of others, {J¢c. ought to be rejected by himfelf, if he would
avoid Inconfiftency: For he refolves them into the great Quantity of Fluids,
and the Weaknefs of the Nerves, and, in a Word, into conftitutional Ac-
cidents.~—And are the matural Effe@s of our Conftitutions inconfifient with
the Agency of the Divine Spirit ? Or muft it be prefum’d, that the Fudgment
is #ot rationally informed of the Obje, when the Man is vifibly mucb affet-
ed with it, according to its Nature and Importance 2—The Reader no doubt
will judge the following Quotation cut of a very judicious Divine much to
my Purpofe.

—*¢ "Tis plain the Scripture often makes Ufe of bodily Effects, to ex-
¢ prefs the Strength of noly and fpiritual AffeCtions; fuch as Trembling,
“ Pfal. 119, 120. Ezra, ix. 4. Groaning, Rom. viii. 26. being fick,
““ Cant. ii. 5. Crying out, Pfal. 84. 2. Panting, Pfal. 38. 10. and 42.
“ 1. and Fainsing, Pfal. 84. 2. and 11g. 81. Now if it be fuppos’d, that
% thefe are only figurative Expreflions, to rcprefent the Degree of Affecti-
 on; yet I hope all will allow, that they are fit and fuitable Figures to re-
“¢ prefent the high Degree of thofe fpiritual Affections, which the Spirit of
« God makes Ufe of them to reprefent : Which I don’t fee how they wou’d
¢ be, if thofe fpiritual Affe@ions, let them be in never fo high a Degree,
* have no Tendency to any fuch things; but that on the contrary, thuy are
¢¢ the proper Effelts, and {ad Tokens,of falfe Affetions, and the Declufions
¢ of LEe Bccvil. I can’t think God would commonly make Ufc of things
¢ which are very alicn from fpiritual Affections, and arc fhrewd Marks of
¢ the Hand of Satan, and fmell ftrong of the bottomlefs Pit, as beautiful
% Figures, to reprefent the high Degree of holy and heavenly Aﬁ'c&ionsg

R.
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M-r. Thornton endeavours in Page 13 and 14, to prove, that the Jaylor’s
foringing in, trembling, falling down at the Fect of Pa«l and S'las, was not
occafioned by any rational Difcovery of the Danger of his S#/, or Anxicty
about his Salvation ; but the Fear of temporal Punifbment, v the Lofs of his
Eftate—And I fhall be of his Mind too, when he has futistactorily anfwer'd
thefe Queries : ‘
. Wasnot his Trembling, Falling down, &¢. after the Removal of all

Ground to fear temporal Punithment, or the Lofs of his Fftate ? The Earth-
quake was over ;—The Apoftles had affured him, the Prifoners were all there;
—his bloody Defign of Self-Murder was fruftrated:—And all thefe were
Caufes of Joy.—And did tbey, contrary to their Nature, produce Sorrow ?
Did he ¢remble torfind himfelf fafe ? And was he afraid, becaufe he found all
expected Grounds of Fesgs ~ '®. .

Acain; How did the ;. taumble upon that neceffary Quef-
" tion, What fhall Idoto be [@vew «+ W hat i'endency had the Caufc Mr, Thorn-
ton afligns to lead him to ¢bis ? Or was his Enquiry about temp.ral Saiv.tion?
But what need had he of it, when he faw himfelf fate aiready? And how
impertinent was the Apofle’s Anfwer, Believe in the Lord Fefus Chr f, and
thou fhals be faved ?

FurTHER, If the eternal Salvaiion of his Soul had not been the Objet of
his principal Concern, wou’d he not have fallen into Enquiries about a thou-
fand other things, that naturally fuggefted themfelves to his Mind ? as, When
the Earth-quake began ? How long it continued ? What were its Effects ?~
Or Fufitte and Gratitude feem’d to require him to afk Pardon for his fevere
Treatment of them, in thrufting them into the Dungeon and faftening them
in the Stocks ;—to thank them for not running away, when they had fo fair

“an Opportunity :—But thefe never enter his Mind.—But, Sirs! wbat muft I
do to be faved ? This, this was his Enquiry.—"Tis well known that Perfons
in Fear will naturally enquire fir# how they may be delivered from that par-
ticular Danger which they fear ; and confequently, the Fear of temporal Pu-
nithment could not be the Caufe of this Enquiry.—1I hope Mr. Thornton won’t
reply, as one of his Brethren did to me, when gravell’d with this Inftance,
Tgat the Faylor, like a Perfon diftralted with Fear, did not know what to
afk, and therefore afk’d, What fball I do to be faved ? becaufe it bappened firft
to come into his Head.

FiNnaLry, If the Caufe Mr. Thornton 2ffigns ¢ is a manifeft Caufe,” how
comes it that it has been wnman.¢fied to .. moft approven Commentators
and Divines ?—"11s certain that Henry, Birke:, Pool, Halyburton, Guifey Mar-
loratus, Strefom, t9¢. have not been fo fagacious as to difcern it ; but unagi-
moulfly al\l;xlgn the inward Concern of his Mind, excited by the Spirit of Ged,
as the Caufe of his bodily Agitations.—But (o procevd. W

NEAY
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WAt this Gentleman fays in Page “10, of the fbort Duration of this
furvile Terror, and the Suddennefs of the Joy that fucceeds ; is fo applicable
to the Faylor, and many otacr Inftances in Scripture-Record, that 1 need on-
ly defir: him to make, and then folve the jame D fhculties with refpe& to
them.—"f th.ir Tearor be not removed betore there are Grounds for it, the
Jooner it is removed, the better.—This Mr. Thornton cannot confiftently con-
trovcrt, who fzems an En.my to fuch Terrors; and confequently muft rejoice
in their Removal.—But this is not the happy Lot of all.-~Many iarry long
én the Place of the breaking forth of Childreny and are not fo foon deliver’d
from the Spirit ¢f Bendage, by the comforting Spirit of Adoption. ,
WHEN he fays, ¢ all their Doubts and Difhculties are removed, and im-
¢¢ mediatcly a Certainty that all their Sins are 7ardoned, and that they fhall

* be faved, takes Place;” he feems g ~al Fault of mifreprefent-
i ings.—~-For cho’ fome, img’ ar Believing, are fealed
with the boiy Spirit of Promife; y® « s Darknefs awsthout Light,

full of snxious Jealoufies and Sufpicions about their own Cafe; which ren-
ders them roftlefs, and excites them to inceflant Supplications to the Throne
of Grace, ’til they obtain rational Difcoveries of the Safety of their States.—
Thefe alfo who early receive the Earneft of the Heavenly Inberitance, are far
from being free from all Difficulties~~They ftill find a Law in their MMembers,
warring againft the Law of their Minds;, and when they would do Good, Ewvil is
prefent with them.—They bave not alrcady attained y neither are they already
perfed—AnA hence their anxious Cry is, O wretched Man that I am, who
fball deliver me from the Body of this Death! even when they have Reafon to
acknowledge, That tbe Law of the Spirit of Life in Chbrift Fefus bas made
them free from the Law of Sin and Deatb.

He fays in Page 10, ¢ That they are immediately certain, that all their
i after-Sins, how many or heinous foever they be, will be overlooked, up-
¢ on their confidently relying on the Merits of our Redeemer :”’———Where-
by he would infinuate, that all the Subjeéts of the late Work had only an

- Antinomian Faith, produfiive of Prefumption and Licentioufnefs, and not of

good Works-~Hence alfo he nwoft fallly afferts, in Page 11, That * the
¢¢ Teachers fhut the Gates of Heaven againft the whole Human Race, but
¢ themf{clves and a few of their Fricnds, whofe Sins God will not be offend-
“ ed at, as he will not approve the righteous and chriftian Behaviour of
t¢ others.””——=That *¢ they defpife, or lightly efteem the great Duties of .
“ Morality.”’——DBut we appeal to our fHearers, Whether our Doctrines lead
to Licentiovdn.fs. We appeal to the Suceefs of our Miniftry in the Refor-
ration of Mens Manners, as undeniable Atteftations of the contrary.~—~—We
appeal to what has been written againft Antinomianifm by Mr. Dickinfen in his
Jamiliar Lettersy, Mr. Tennenty in his Scrmons ntitled Vindice ng;'{, jnd
indice
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Vindice Operum, Mr. Finly againft the Moravians, (3¢, as demonftrative of
our vigorous Oppofition to i.

‘W E indeed hold, that @ Reliance upon the Merits of our Redeemer, is ab-
folutely neceffary to the obtaining the Pardon of Sin; and the more confident
it be, the better, if the Confidence don’t exceed its Grounds and Evidences :—
And that a Man is jupified by Faith, without the Deeds of the Law~But,
-~ Do we then make void the Law thro® Faith? God forbid. ~ Yea, we eftablifb
the Law.—~We deny that Morality is neceffary to Juflification as a meritorious
Caufe, or even an antecedent Comdition: And mayn’t we do rbis, without
de[pifing or lightly efieeming the great Duties of it? Will it follow, that if it
be not neceffary for this Purpofe, therefore it is neceffary for no Purpofe at all ?
Surely no; except by "’ ~nd Mr. Thernton’s Logic, which can
run from a Particular tu “om any thing, infer any thing.
—Mayn’t Morality and good s .. ... . uccefary,—to anfwer the End of ous
Eleétion, Redemption, and Vocation, Epb. i, 4. Tit. ii. 14. 1 Thef. iv. 7.
—t0 prepare us for the Enfoyment of Heavenly Felicity, which confifts in ¢on-
fummate Holinefs, Heb. xii. 14.—~—to ackncwledge God’s Domimion over us, as
a King and Legiflator ;—to expre/s-our Gratitude to God for his common and
fpecial Favours ;—to evidence the Reality of our Faith, Jamesii. z0. Afls
xv. g—to glorify God, and adorn the Doétrine of God our Saviour, 1 Pet. ii
g.—t0 maintain our own Peace and Comfort, Pfal. cxix. 165.—~——Mayn’t
Morality and good Works, 1 fay, be conducive and neceffary for a/l thefe Endsy
and yet not be the Whole of Cbriftianity, or a neceflary Prerequifite to Fuftifica-
tion 2—Muft it anfwer every End, or e good for mathing 2—As well mzy
they fay, that the Eye is good for nothing, becaufe it cannot bear as well as
fee: Or, that we defp:fe or lightly ¢fteem that valuable Organ, becaufe, ac-
cording to our Philofophy, it is the Organ of Fifion only.

Do we not repeatedly declare, That without Holinefs no Man fball fee the
Lord ?——That tho’ every Moralif# be not a Cbriftian ; yet every Chrifian
is a Moralift ?>-———That tho’ Faith don’t jutify, as it is a good Work, or for-
mally as it produces good Works 5 yet it purifiesh the Heart, worketh by Love,
which Love is the keeping the Commandments of God ? Do we not fay, That
inward Holinefs productive of good Works, is a ncceffary antecedent Qualiff-
cation to Salvation, tho' not to Fufification, which refpeCts 2 Man as wngod-
ly? Rom. iv. 5. Do we not maintain, That the mora/ Law is perpetually
binding ; and mention the babitual, known Violations of it as an Evidence of
Nen-Converfion? And is not our folemnly denouncing Damnation 1 vaintt the
Fiolaters of it the principal Reafon why we arc accounted fuch dread'ul Preach-
ers? Nay, are there not many Inftances . f P.rfons formeriy vicious, who
are .reform’d by our Miniftry 5 tho® we own with Sorrow, that fome fee fit
to Join with us, and we cannot hinder them from culling themfclves by our

Name,
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Name, who, as they were filthy, continue filtby fill? And we would be glad
3 fece other Societies exceed us in this. Do we not tell fuch, that their
Joining with usy, unlds they join themjelves to the Lord, will avuil them no-
thing ; and that their Faith without Werks is dead #~——<120 we not live moral
Lives ourfelves ; and exclude from our Community fuch as do-not? Are
there are any of ws Drunkards, Gamefters, Herfe-Racers, 8c.? If we were,
fume perhaps would think us more orthodox than they do~~———And do we
defpife and lightly cfieem the great Duties of Morality for all? Are not afl
thefe things Mtficient to evidence that we don’t bang all upon the flender Ar-
ticle of Believing ? W here have we expreft it in Print, That te moral Law is
#o Part of the Gofyel Difpenfation ? 1 defy the Werld to poir::i;lt fuchan Ex-

preflion, or any thing cauivalent tor v ~r Writufgs.
"T1s unaccountably ftrange. poflefs their Heads of
, the Notion, That if fomething . .aftitute a Chriftian than

 meer Morahty, then Morality is scews,. .~ w1,y tunt if it be sof our juid.fying
Righteoufnefs, it has no Place in Chr.fiani.y at all,

WaaT Reafon has Mr. Thornion to alk, as ke doesin p. 1g,  Is the
“ Defpifing of Morality, and fpeaking contemptibly of iuch as eficem it, cali-
“ ing fuch Preachers as are for reccommending a holy Life and godly Prac-
“ ticc, by way of Contempt, kgal or moral rreachers, from the Divine Spi-
“ it ?”—-——V{’c grant it is not; if fuch Preachers do not make Morality
their principal or only Subjet, and exclude Chrift out of their Difcourfcs, left
his Name fhould be made Ufe of (infandum dictu!) as a Charm by the Vul-
gar.———But mayn’t fuch be call’d Jegal Preachers, by way of juff Conterhpt,
who preach nothing but the Law ? Mayn’t they be call’d moral Preachers,
nay, mayn’t they be anathematiz’d as Perverters of the Gofpel of Chbriff, Gal,
i: 7, 8. whe, exalting Morality out of its proper-Sphere, and detruding the
Redeem«r from his mediatorial Throne, inlitt principally on Morality, with-
out any direi? Referrnce to Chrift, and without ever inculcating the Necefity
of ancw Principle, fupernaturally implanted, that we may be abdle to perform
¢be Duties of Murality ; and of a vital Union to Chrift, that thefe Duties may
be acc pted 2——Such might flourith in the Schools of Semeca or Socrates
Lut are ncither fit for the Church of Thrift, nor ufeful to it Lt Mora-
lity be prcached with all Faithfulndfs 3 but not in an anti-evangelic Manner,
fv as to exclude the Inculcation of Repemiance tcwerds God, and Faith to-
wards the Lcrd 7 fus Chr b of Regeneration by the divine Spirit, &c. Witk-
cut whick Vicrality is nct accepiable to God ; nor is the right Performance of
its Obligations p f#//s, unlfs a bad Tree can bring forth good Fruit, or a
Man «&, without a Pruc ple of alting,

As tor Chedt's Sermon on the Mount, which Mr. Thormton infinuates we
think but mcanly of, we like it very well: And we fhould lilie the Scrmon.;

°
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of fome others much lLetter, if they werz conform’d to it.m===For there we
find the Sermon begun with the Charafiers of fuch as ars Jeffed; which
Charaéters include all Chriftian Graces as well as the Dutics of Murality.—=
T'bere we have the cleareft Exemplification of the Apoftlc’s important Direc-
tion, fo litite obferv’d, and fo much ridicui’d by many, Rightly to divide the
Werd of Truth. 2 Tim. 1. 135. Tbe poor in Spirit, who are convinc’d
thar all Creature-Enjoyments cannot fatisty them ; who feel that their own
Righteoufnefs cannot fuve chem; who long for rbe unfearchable Rickes of
Chrift, his Merits, Influence and Fellowfhip, as their only fatisfying Portion:
They ibat mourn, they that feel as well as fee their Sins; (for an wnfelt
" Sorrow is a meer utopian Fancy) that evangelically repent of them, from a
View of their intrinfic " Awepefs to God, and their being the

Caufe . . Chrift’s Cruc 5 burden’d under inward Cor-
ruption, and confequenuy . axersy Gamefters, 8cc.——=Tixy

that bunger and ihirft after Righteoufnefs, that carneftly, fenfibly, and repeat-
edly feek after, and long for, the Implantation of inberent Righteou/nefs, and
the Imputation of Chrilt’s mediatorial Righteoufnefs They that are pure
in Heart, that have Purity of Heart as a Principle of Purity in Prattice;
that are mew Creatures s old things being paft away, and all things being made
new : Thefe are bl in a diftingnifhing Manner, as their Chara&crs are
diftinguifhing ; and then the Explication and Inculcation of the moral Law very
fitly tollows : For Morality refulting from thefe Principics is truly Coriftian
and not Etknical Morality.

L e tbeir Hearers judge, Whether this Order, which is reccommended by the
Divine Example, be not much confufed, or entirely inverted, by fome Preach-
crs? And lct them account fuch legal, or moeral, yea, anti-cvangelical Preach-
ers, without any Fear of difpifing the great Duties of Merality. Surc fuch
muft think as meanly of our Saviour’s never to be equalled Conference with
Nicodemus, as Mr. 4hcrnton infinuates we think, of his ncver to be equalled
Sermon on the Mount.

MR. Thorntor’s Allegation, That ¢ we refufe to reafon upon our Scheme.
That we would have Perfons &rit fuppofe all we fay true, and then
¢ look for Evidences, &¢.” can be confuted by all that know any thing
of our Conduct. Do we not reter People to the Law and the Teftimeny ? Do
we requise their Faith to what we fay, it it be difagrecable theroto fe—And
do we refufe to reafon about our Scheme, when Iam juft now reafoning a-
bout it ? Mr. Thornten cannot perfuade me of item—nrs our Caufe is vindi-
cable, it has many able Ddtenders in various Parts of Eurepe and Amrna.
All that our Opponents have objected, with the leaft Degree of apparent
Reafon, has been judicioufly anfwered by Mr. Welbfler, and Mr. Kobe, in
Scotland y Mr. Kennedvy in Hclland 3 Mr. Humporys and others, i Lugland

13 Mr.
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Mr. LEdwards, Mr. Foxcroft, and Mr. Hobby, in New-Englandy Mr. Dickine
fon, in New-Jerfeys Mr. Finly, Mr. Blair, &c. in Pewnfylvaniay and Mr,
Smith, in Soutl-Caralina. And has he feen none of their Writings ¢ No-
thing tempts 1ae to think fo, but his monftrous Audacioufnefs ia mifrepre-
fenting the Work and its Promoters.

Wiuart he urges againft our [ltineracy and the Confequences of it, our con-
demming ather Miniters as carnal, €'c. | have fubdtantially anfwered, in my
Remurks upon the Preface.~—~And therefore at prcfttnt (hall only add,

Twat Mr. Thornton, through the whole of bis Sermon, feems deeply
guilty of the Crime he attaints us with, Rafb judging, and Exclaiming againft
unconverted Minifters. For, having wropofcd Lirft to ¢ Bow, That there

“ wwere of old, and fill are, fall> “vld, . he proves it
at fome length; and, no de But what has he pro-
ven, by proving this? Wl . sn other Words, that he
condemns us for afferting, wvee. . . ..... vt unconverted Minificrs———Jor
fure, he don’t account j%lfe Propbets converted.——If he does, he muft ac-

count us converted, fince he looks upon us to be falfe Propbets; and {u he
grants at once that the late Work was from the Divine Spirit; for Men are
not converted by any other.—=~—=If Mr. Thernton thinks it fo dreadful a Crime
to fpeak any thing againft unconverted Minifters, let him apply all he has
faid, with fo many Repctitions, to himfclf ; and not be incorrigible to his
own Correétions.

IF one Effes? of the late Work wus, as he fays, ¢ Cenforioufncfs and Un-
*¢ charitablenefs to fuch as differ Jrom them in that Point;’” and if the Ef-
Je? can indicate the Caufe; one can hardly help thinking, That he was a
very paticnt Subjeét of it. He is refolved vo judge the Fudzes, and pay
them in thiir own Coin; or would have the Privilege of Rafh Fudging mo-
nopoliz’d and appropriated to himfell .

For the Satisfaction of others, 1 further obferve, That fomc newly a-
waken'd to apprehend their Danger, and to ufe Farneftnefs in Religion, did
no doubt judge too harfhly of fome whom they faw in no apparent Concern,
or who had offcnfive Infirmitics 5 ang,'tis neither uncommon, nor unaccount-
able, that fome i this Condirion hould run into this Fxtream., But ther
ent rtaining, Sufpicions of fuch as not only afforded we Fovidences of their Pie-
ty, but gave politive Proofs of  the contrary 3 could not juflly be call’d
Uncharitablenc/s : And T am well aiur’d this was very geacrally the Cidey
and tiic many Remonftrances and Oue-Crics againft Rafh judging, wore often
but as the Pxclamations of a Criminal againft a Court ot Juttice tor condemns-
ing him.

Revraron in general isa reafonable thing 5 and Charity in particulir 15 a
Tudgmient accoding to prebable Evidinees 3 and not a blud [spe contrary t;:

all
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all Evidences.~~=To hope well of a Man without Grounds, is not Charity,
but ftupid Ignorance: And to judge of a Maw's Heart and internal State, by
what is vifidle and external, is alting rationally, and pretending to be a Man,
and not *¢ pretending to God’s peculiar Prerogative, Searching the Heart.'

I might animadvert on fundry other Things in this Gentleman’s Perfor-
aiance, which are either erroncous in themfelves, or falfc in Relation to us.
~——But I am quite tir'd with fuch trifling Employ ; and the more profita-
ble as well as delightful Exercife of my Funétion. demands my Time and
Thoughts.——-T'c reafon with a Reaiuiicr, is both delightful and improving 3
but to reafon with a Slanderer is tirefome and impracticable.

May the ku, Thaeck AV Dggce with Traeh in Ziew! \nd
may this Efflay be ufe, TUng, for that End! Amwen.
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