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SERMON XXIL

Saints faved with Difficulty, and tfe
‘ certain Perdition of Sinners,

RAGSAHORIHLBHOOVHDSTOBVOD

) 1 PETER IV. 18,

And if the righteous fearcely be faved, where fhall
the ungodly and the finner afipear 2
M&:a; H1S text may found in your ears
' T like a meflage from the dead, for
& # it is at the requeft of our deceafed
% ¥ friend* that I now infift upon it.
#ErE1WE He knew fo much from the trials
he made in life that if he fhould be faved at
all it would be with great difficulty, and if he
fhould efcape deftruction at all, it would be a
very narrow efcape; and he alfo knew fo
much of this ftupid, carelefs world that they
ftood in need of a folemn warning on this
head, and therefore defired that his death
fhould give occafion to a fermon on this alarm-

ing fubjec, But now the unknown wonders
- Vor. I B ' of

_® The perfon was Mr Fames Hooper 3 and the Sermon is dated-
Aug. 28, 1756, SR



‘2 Seints fawved with Difficulty, and Serm.2a.

of the invifible world lie open to his eyes; and
now alfo he can take a full review of his paf-
fage through this mortal life; now he fees the
‘many unfufpected dangers he narrowly efcaped,
and the many fiery darts of the devil which the
shield of faith repelled; now, like 4 fhip ar-
rived in port, he reviews the rocks and fhoals
he paffed through, many of which lay under
water and out of fight, and therefore now he

is more fully acquainted with the difficulty of -

falvation than ever. And fhould he now rife
and make his appearance in this aflembly in
the folemn and dread attire of an inhabitant

‘of the world of {pirits, and again direct mie to

a proper fubje&, methinks he would ftill ftand
to his. choice, and propofe it to your ferious
thoughts, that * if the righteous fcarcely be faved,
#where fhall the ungodly and the finner appear?*

The apoftle’s principal defign in the context
feems to be to prepare the Chriftians for thofe
fufferings whicﬁ he faw coming upon them on
account of their religion. * Beloved, fays he;
# think it not ftrange concerning the fiery trial
# which is to try you as though fome ftrange
# thing happened unto you, wverfe 12. but
# rejoice inafmuch as ye are partakers of
= Curist’s fufferings:# it is no ftrange thing
that you fhould fuffer on account of your re-
ligion in fuch a wicked world as this, for
CurisT the founder of your religion met with
the fame treatment, and it is enough that the
fervant be as his mafter, ver. 13. only he ad-
' o ~ vifes

—a LT .
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Sermi22. the certain Perdition of Simmerss -~ 3.
vifes them that if they muft fuffer they thould
take care that they did not fuffer as malefac- .
tors, but only for the name of CHRIsT, ver.14,
15. * But, fays he, if any man fuffer as a
# Chriftian let him not be athamed, ver. 16.

-« for the time is come that judgment muft be-

# gin at the houfe of Gop.” . He feems to have
a particular view to the cruel perfecution that
a little after this was raifed againft the Chrif-
tians by the tyrant Nero, and more direttly to
that which Wwas raifed againft them every where-
by the feditious Jews, who were the moft in~
veterate enemies of chriftianity. Thedreadful -
deftruttion of Ferufalem, which was plainly

foretold by CarisT in the hearing of St Peter,
was now at hand. And from the fufferings

- which Chriftians, the favourites of Heaven

endured, he infers how much more dreadful
the vengeance would be which fhould fall upon-
their enemies the infidel Jews. If judgment bes
i at the houfe of Gopb, his church, what fhall
the doom of the camp of rebels? If it beginr

at us Chriftians who obey the gofpel what fhall
be the end of them that obey it not? Alas! what
fhall become of them? * Them that obey not the
@ gofpel of Gop* is a defcription of the unbeliev+
ing Jews, to whom it was peculiarly applicable;
and the apoftle may have a primary reference to
the dreadful deftrution of their city and na<
tion, which was much more fevere than all the
fufferings the perfecuted Chriftians had then
endured. But I fee no reafon for confining the
' - B2 ~ apoftle’s

-
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4 Saints foved with Diffculty, ond  Serm .22
apoftie’s view entirely to this femporal deftruétion
of the Jews: he feems to refer farther to that
ftill more terrible deftrution that awaits all that
obey-not the gofpel in the efernal world ; that
is to fay, if the children are {o feverely chaftifed
in this world what fhall become of rebels in
the world to come, the proper ftate of retri-
bution? How much more tremendous muft be
their fate? '

- In the text he carries on the fame reflettion.
» If the righteous fcarcely be faved, where fhall
# the ungodly and the finner appear? The
righteous is the common charaéter of all good
men or true Chriftians ; and the ungodly and
the finner are charatters which may include the
wicked of all nations and dges. Now, fays
he, = if the righteous be but fcarcely faved, faved
# with great difficulty, juft faved, and no more,
4 where fhall idolaters and vicious finners ap-
# pear, whofe character is fo oppofite >*

The abrupt and pungent form of expreffion
is very emphatical. * Where fhall the ungodly
-¥ and the finner appear?* I need not tell you
your own reafon will inform you : I appeal to
yourfelves-for an anfwer, for you are all capa-
ble of determining upon fo plain a cafe.
# Where fhall the ungodly and the finner ap-
* pear 1* ¢ Alas! it ftrikes me dumb with
¢ horror to think of it: it is fo fhocking and
« terrible that I cannot bear to defcribe it.
¢ Now they are gay, merry, and rich, but
¢ when I look a little forward I fée them ap-

: , . ¢ pear



Serm.22. the cerfain Perdition of Sinmers, . §

¢ pear in very different circumftances, and the
“ horror of the profpett is-hardly fupportable.”
St Peter here fuppofes that there is fome-
thing in the condition and.charaéter.of a righ
teous man that renders his falvation compara-
tively eafy ; fomething from whence we might
expect that he will certainlybe faved, and that
without much difficulty : and on -the otheér
hand, that there is fomething in the oppofite
charalter and condition of the ungodly and
the finner that gives us reafon to conclude that
there is no probability at all .of their falvation
swhile they continue fuch. But he afferts that
even the righteous whofe falvation feems fo
likely and comparatively. eafy is fiot.faved with-
out great diffieulty ; he is juf? faved, :and that
is all : ‘what then fhall we conclude :of the un-
-godly and the finner whofe charater gives no
"ground for favourable expeltations at all? If
-our hopes are but- jult accomplifhed withire-
gard to the moft promifing; what fhall become
-of thofe whofe cafe is evidently hopelefs?. Alas!
-where fhall they appear 2 e
The method in which- Lintend torprofecute
four fubje& iIsthise -« LT
. 1. I'fhall %Oint out the. pripcipal difficulties,
-which even the 'righteaus meet with mthe way
‘to falvation. ‘And, - ! ol
2, I fhall:mention thofe things in the con-
dition and character of the righteous:whrich
“render his falvationfo/promifing andfeemingly
-€afy, and then fhew you that if with all thefe
v B 3 .- . :favgurable



6 Saints [aved with Difficulty, and Serm.22;

favourable and hopeful circumftances he is not
faved but with great difficulty and danger, thofe
- who are of an oppofite charaéter, and whofe
condition is fo evidently and apparently defpe~
rate, cannot be faved at all. A

I. T am'to point out the principal difficul-
ties which even the righteous meet with in the -
way to falvation. o

Here I would premife, that fuch who have
become truly religious and perfevered in the
‘way of holinefs and virtue to the laft will
meet with no difficulty at all to be admitted
into the kingdom of Heaven. The difficulty
does not lie here, for the fame apoftle Peter
affures us, * that if we give all diligence to
# make our calling and élettion fure, we fhall
-# never fall ; but fo an entrance fhall be admi-
# niftered unto us abundantly into the everlaft-
+ ing kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Je-
# sus CHriIsT (¢).* But the difficulty lies in
this, that al] things confidered it is a very dif-
ficult thing to obtain, and perfevere in real re-

:ligion .in the prefent corrupt ftate of things,
where we meet with fo many temptations and
.fuch. powerful oppofition. Or, in other words,
it is difficult in fuch a warld as this to prepare
for falvation ; and this renders it difficult to be
faved, becaufe we cannot be faved without
‘preparation. . . - L
It muft alfo be abferved that a religious life
T o e s

(e) aPeteri. 10,11,5_ -




Sermi.za. the certain Perdition of Sinmers.. 9

is attended with the moft pure and folid plea-
fures even in this world, and they who'choofe
at act the wifeft part even with refpeét to the
prefent fate : they are really the happieft peo-
ple upon our globe.. Yet were it otherwife
the blefled confequences of a religions life in
the eternal world would make amends for all,
and recommend fuch a courfe, notwithftanding
the greateft difficulties and the fevereft fuffer-
ings that mfight attend it. e
- But notwithftanding this conceflion the
Chriftian courfe is full of hardfhips, oppofi-
tions, trials, and difcouragements. This we
.may learn from the metaphorical reprefentations
-of. 1t in the facred writings, which ftrongl;
. dmply that it.is attended wath difficalties iwhxcz
require the utmoft exertion of all our powers
o furmount. It is'called a warfare (8); fight-
ing (¢) ; the graces of the Chriftian, and the
.means of begetting and cherithing them, are
.called weapons of war : there is the fhidld of
faith ; the hope of falvation, which is the bek
:met 3 the fword of the fpirit, which is the.word
.of Gop (d). . The end of the Chriftian’s courfe
s a viclory after conflict (¢). = And Chriftians
are foldiers, and as fuch muft endure:bard-
Soips (). Naw-a military life you know: is:a
Acene. of labour, hardfhips, and dangers, 'and
.therefore fo 1s the Chriftian life,” which is com:
OOV () 1 Tim. i.18. () 2 Tim.iv.7,

+(d). 2Cor. x. 4, 'Ephés,vi. t3—17.c © . )

() Reviiizg - 0 . . ff) 2 Tima i3y - )

J

i



8  Saints faved with Difficully, and Serm.23,
pared to it in thefe refpects. It 1s alfo come

pared to & race (g), to wreftling, and the othetr

vigorous exerciics of the Ohmpic games (b) ; ta
walking in a narvow way (s), and entermg in
at the firast gate (k). . This, my Brethrep, and
this only, is the way to falvation. - And is this
the way in which you are. walking? Or is it
the fmooth, eafy, downwdrd road to deftruc-
tion? You may fhde along that without exer-

tion or difficulty, like a-dead fith fwimming with

the ftréam; but O! look before you, and fee
whither it leads ! R :
- .. The enemies that oppofe our religious pro-
.grefs are the Devi/, the World, and the Flefh.
Thefe form a powerful alliante againft our

falvation, and leave no aytifice untried to ob- .

ftraft it~

The things of the world, though good dﬁ v

themfelves, are tomptations to fuch: depraved
hearts as-ours. Riches, honours, and pleafores
{pread their charms, :and tempt us to the pup-
fuit of flying fhadows, to ‘the neglett of the
and concern, the affedtions and labours of mal-
titudes.. - They engage with fuch eagernefs in
an exceflive hurry of -bufinefs and anxious care,
or.fo debanch and (tupify themfelves with fen-
fual pleafures, that the voice of Gop is nat
heard, the clamours of confcience are drowne
ed, the ftate of their fouls is not enquired int}?.

. - ; . the

(g) Heb.xii. 1,2,-  ¢5) Ephés. vi. 12, Luke xiii. 34, -
. () Matt.vii. 14, (#) Luke xiii. 24.

ione thing needful. Thefe engrofs the thoughts -



Serm.2s. the certain Perdition of Simérsi .
the interefts of eternity are forgotten;: the etes-
nal Gop, the joys of Heaven, and the pamns
-of Hell are caft ot of mind, and difregarded ;
and they care not for -any or all of thefe im-
portant realities if they can but grdtify the luft
of avarice, ambition, and fenfuality. And arve
{uch likely to perform the arduous work of fal-
vation? No, they do not fo much as {ecioufly
attempt it.  Now .thele things which are fatal
-to multitudes throw:great difhiculties in the way
-even df the righteous man. - He finds it hard
to keep his mind intent upon his great toncern
in the midft of fuch labours and-cares as ?e is
obliged to engage in; and frequently he fecls
his %O:lart, 'eft’;g'agged from Ggg andydnfnaired
into the ways of fin, his devotion cooled, and
his whole foul diferdered- by thefe-allurements.
In fhort, he finds it one of ithe-hardeft things
in the world to maintain.an heavenly. mindm
fuch an earthy region, a {piritual temper.among
‘fo many carnal objets. - - . et
"The msn of this warld alfo mcreafe his diffi- .
-culties. Their vain, trifling; or wicked .con- .
!yerfation, their enfnaring examples, ' their per-
-fuafions, falfe reafénin%'s,; teproaches, menaees,.
.and_all their arts of Hattery and terror -have
Jometimes ‘a very fenfible effe& upon  hin.
Thefe would draw him ‘into fome guilty com-
_pliances, darhp his courage, and.tempt i to
. apoftatize, were he ndt hAlways vpon fus.guard ;
.and fometimes in-an inadvertent hour'he fecls
- their fatal influence upon him. ~As for the ge-
" - - . nerality

PN



o Saints feved with Difficulty, and Serm.22z.,

nerality they yield themfelves up to thefe temp-
tations, and make little or no refiftance ; and
.thus are carried down the ftream into the in-
fernal pit. Alas! how many ruin themfelves
‘through a bafe, unmanly complaifance, and a
-fervile conformity to the mode? Believe it, Sirs,
to be fafhionably religious and no more, is to
be really irreligious in the fight of Gop. The
wag of the multitude may feem eafy, . pleafant,
and fociable; but, alas! my Brethren, fee
“where it ends! it leadeth down into deftruco-
-tion (/). . :

But in the next place the greateft difficulty

.in .our way arifes from the corruption and -

'wickednefs of our own hearts. This is an
.enemy- within, and it is this that betrays us
.into the hands of our enemies without. When
.we turn our eyes to this quarter what.vaft diffi-
.culties. rife in our way! difficulties which are
Jdmpofiibilities .to us unlefs the almighty power
enable us to furmount them. :Such are a blind
. -mind, ‘ignarant of divine things, or-that can
-only fpecalate upon them, but does not fee

-their reality and. dread importance;” a mind -

.empty of. Gop and full of the lumber and va-
‘nities of this'world. Such are an hard heart,
-infenfible of fin, infenfible of the glory of Gop,
-and the beauties of holinefs, and the infinite
_moment of eternal things. - Such are an heart
- difaffeéted to Gop and his fervice, bent upon
{in, and impatient of reftraint. Such are wild,

-~ unruly

S+ () Matt vii. 14,



.Sermi22. ' the certain Perdition of Sinnérs, 1y
unruly paffions thrown into a ferment by every
trifle, raifed by vanities, erroneous in the
choice of their obje(ts, irregular in their mo-
tions, and extravagant-in the degree of attach-
.ment. And fuch difficulties are ftrong ungo-
.vernable lufts and appetites in animal nature,
eager for gratification, and turbulent under
-reftraint. And how ftrangely does-this inward

“corruption indifpofe men for religion! Hence

-their ignorance, their fecurity, careleflnefs, pre-

fumptuous hopes, and impenitence; . Hence
their unwillingnefs to admit- conviction, their
refiftance to the holy Spirit and their own con-
fciences, their love of eafe and impatience of
forrow for fin, and -of folicitude about their
eternal ftate. Hence their contempt of the
gofpel, their difregard to all religious inftruc-

.tions, their neglect of the means of grace, and

‘the ordinances of CurisT, or their carelefs,

.formal, lukewarm attendance upon them.

. Hence their earthy-mindednefs, their fenfuality,

-and exceflive love of animal pleafures. Hence

it is fo difficult to awaken them to a juft fenfe

.of their fpiritual condition, and to fuitable

. earneftnefs in their religious endeavours. And

. hence  their. ficklenefs and inconftancy, their

. relapfes and backflidings, when they have been

. a little alarmed. Hence it is fo difficult to bring .

 their religious impreffions to a right iffue, and

. to lead them to Jesus CHRIST as the: only Sa-

viour. In fhort, hence.it is that fo many thou-

. fands perifh amidft the ,means»of;.falv'art;:n;.

, y S Thefe

-



12 Surmts Joved with Difficulty, and . Serm.22.
“Thefe difficulties prove eventually infuperable
to the generality, and they mever furmount
them. But even the righteous, who is daily
conquering them by the aid of divine grace,
-and will at laft be more than a conqueror, he
&ill finds many hindrances and difcourage-
‘ments from this quarter. The remainsof thefe
innate corruptions ftill cleave to.him in the
prefent’ ftate, and thefe render his progrefs
ﬂwvcnwand fo flowand heavy. Thefe render
+his life a conftant warfare, and he is obliged
ito fight his way throu?h. Thefe frequenty
check the afpirations of his foul to Gop, cool
“his devotion, damp his courage, enfnare . his
thoughts and affections to things below, and
~expofe him to the fuccefsful attacks of tempta-
tion. : Alas! it is his innate corruption that
-invalves.him in darknefs and jealoufies, in tears
.and terrory, ‘after hours of fpiritual light, joy,
.and'confidence. It 1s :this tﬁatvbani{hes him
Jfrom the:cemfortable prefence of his Gonp,

~and caufes him to go mourning without the

light of his.countenance. Were it not for this
ke would glide along through ilife ‘eafy and
unmoiefted ;. he would find the ways.of religion
sto ibe avays of spleafantnefs, and all her - paths
: siu'ct.wlln Ahowt, 1t is this that lies upon his
‘heart-as the heawieft burden, and renders his
courfe foyugged and dangerous.. And fuch of
you.ae do not know this by experience know
- pothing at-all.of true experimental chriftianity.
- Finally, ‘the devil and his angls:are qaitive,
R powerful,

T
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Serm2a. . the certin Perdition of Simnerd . ig

- powerful, and artful enemigs ‘to OUr falvakions
Their agency is often unperceived; but it is
infinuating, unfufpected; and thexcfore the.
more dangerous and fuccefsful. Thefe malig-.
nant {pirits prefent enfnaring images to the
imagination, and no doubt blow the:flame of
paffion and appetite. They labotir to' banifh
{erious thoughts from the mind, and entertain
it with trifles. They give force to. the attacks
of terptations from the world, and raife and
foment “infurreGtions of fin within, And. if
they cannot hinder the righteous man from
entering upon a religious courfe;: or divert him -
from it, they will at leaft render it as difficult,
{?borious, and uncomfortable to him 3s poffi-
le. ' S S
See, my Brethren, fee the way in which you
mutft walk if you would enter into the kingdom -
of Heaven. In this rugged road they bave all
walked who are now fafe arrived at their. jour-
ney’s end, the Jand of reft. They were faved,
but it was with difficulty : they efcaped the fa-
tal rocks and fhoals,” but it was a very narrow’
efcape : and methinks it is with a kind of pleaf«
ing horror they now review the numerous dan-
gers through which they paffed, many of
which they did not perhaps fufpet till they
were over*. And is this the way in which
ou
* There, on a green and flow’ry mount, y
Their weary fouls now fit ; '
And with tranfporting joys rgcount .
The labours of their feet.
oo o Eternal



T Saints faved with Diffculty, and  Serm.22.
are walking? Is your religion a courfe of -

you
watchfulnefs, labour, confli®, and vigorous

exertion? Areyou indeed in earneft in it above

all things in the world? Or are not many of
z:u lukewarm Laodiceans and indifferent Gal-

’s about. thefe things? Your religion (if it
Tgbe fo called) is a courfe of fecurity, care-
lefinefs, floth, and formality. Alas! if all the
vigour and exertion of the righteous man be

but juft fufficient for his falvation, where, O

where fhall you appear } Which leads me,

11. To mention thofe thingsin the charaGer

and condition of the righteous which render

his falvation fo promifing and feemingly eafy,
and then fhew that if with all thofe hopeful

circumftances he fhall not be faved but with

great difficulty, that they whofe character is

diretly oppofite, and has nothing encouraging

_in it, cannot poffibly be faved at all. And this’
head I fhall caft into fuch a form as to exem-'

plify the text. ,
- 1. If thofe that abftain from immorality

and vice be but fcarcely faved, where (hall the

vicious, profligate finner appear?

. Itis tKe habitual charaéter of a righteous
man to be temperate and fober, chafte, juft,
and charitable ; to revere the name of Gop
Eternal glories to the King ‘
That brought them fafely thro*;
Their lips fhall never ceafe to fing, . -

“4#nd endlefs praife renew. Warts's Hymns,

.. -
e o e — o
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and every thing facred, and religioufly obferve
the holy hours devoted to the fervice of Gop.
This is always an effential part of his charac-
ter, though not the whole of it. Now fuch a
'man looks promifing ; he evidently appears fo
far prepared for the heavenly ftate, becaufe he -
1s fo far conformed to the law of Gop, and free
from thofe enormities which are never found
in the region of happinefs. And if fuch fhall
fcarcely be faved, where fhall thofe of the op-
pofite charalter appear? Where fhall the brute
of a Drunkard, . the audacious Swearer, the
Scoffer at religion, the unclean, leacherous
Wretch, the Liar, the Defrauder, the Thief;
the Extortioner, the Sabbath-breaker, the Re-
veller, where fhall thefe appear? Are thefe
likely to ftand in the congregation of the righ«
teous, or to appear in the prefence of Gop with
joy ? Is there the leaft likelihood that fuch fhall
be faved? If you will regard the authority of
an infpired apoftle in the cafe I can direét you
to the places. where you may find his exprefs
determination (m). * Know ye not that the
# unrighteous fhall not inherit the kingdom
* of Gop? Be not deceived ; neither Fornica-
s cators, nor Adulterers, nor Abufers of them-
# felves with mankind, nor Thieves, nor Co-
% yetous, nor Drunkards, nor Revilers, nor

.= Extortioners fhall inherit the kingdom of

# Gon." (n) *The works of the flefh are
# manifeft, whigh are thefe, Adultery, -Forni<
: # cation,

(m) 3 Cor. vi. g,10. {r) SoGal,%. 1g=m2t, -
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‘@ cgtion, Uncleannefs; Lafcivioufnefs, Hatred, -
» Variane'cdel,’Emuhtions, Wrath, Sgife, Here~
= fies, Seditions, Envyings, Revellings, and
% fuch like; of the which I tell ym?g before,*
that is, I honeftly forewarn you, * as I have
- % alfq told you in time paft that they who do
¢ fuch things fhall not inherit the kingdom of
®* Gop* (a) ®“The Fearful,® that is, the
Cowardly in the caufe of Religion, * the Un-
¢ believing, and the Abominable, and Mur-
® derers, and Whoremongers, and all Liars,
¢ fhall have their partin the laké that burneth
" & with fire and brimftone.* You fee, my Bre--
thren, the declarations of {cripture are exprefs
and repeated on this point.. And are there not
fome of you here who indulge yourfelves in
one or ather of thefe vices, and yet hope to be
faved in that courfe? that is, you hope your
Bible and your Religion too are falfe ; for it is
only on that fuppofition that your hope of fal-
vation can be accomplifhed. Alas:} will you
-wenture your eternal All upon the truth of
fuch a blafphemous fuppofition as this? But,
2. If thofe that confciencioufly perform the
duties of religion be fcarcely faved, where thall
the neglecters.of them appear? -
The righteous are charaterized as perfons
that honeftly endeavour to perform all the du-
ties they owe to Gop. They devoutly read
snd hear his word, and make divine things
their ftudy; they are no ftrangers to the ‘throm;‘
, T 0.

(¢) Rev. xxi. 3,
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of grace; they live a life of prayer in their.
retirements, and in a focial capacity.. They
make .their families little churches, in which
divine worfhip is folemnly performed. Let:
others do as they will, as f{)r them and their
houfes, like ofbua, * they will ferve the
* Lorp (p).* They gratefully commemorate
the fufferings of CurisT, an({ give,thcmfelvcs
up to him at his table; and ferioufly improve
all the ordinances of the gofpel. In fhort, like
Zacharias and Elizabeth, * they walk in all the
* ftatutes and ordinances of Gop blamelefs/g):*
this is their prevailing habitual character. And
there is fomething in this charaéter that gives
reafon to prefume they will be faved ; for they
now have a relifh for the fervice of Gop, in
which the happinefs of Heaven confifts:, they-
are training up in the humble forms of devo-
tion in the church below for the more exalted
employments .of the- church triumphant on
high. .Now if. perfons of this character are
but # fcarcely faved, where fhall the ungodly
« appear,” who perfift in the wilful neglect of
thefle known duties of religion? Can they be
faved who do not. fo much as ufe the means of
falvation ? Can thofe that do not ftudy their
Bible, the only direttory to eternal life, expect
to find the way thither? Can prayerlefs fouls
receive anfwers to prayer ? Will all the blifs of
Heaven be thrown away upon fuch as do not
think it worth their while importunately to atk.
Vor. IIL C : it?
. ?) Jofhua zxiv. t5. ' (q) Lukei. 6,
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it? Are they likely to be admitted into the ge-

neral affembly and church of the firft-born in-

Heaven who do not endeavour to make their

families little circles of religion here upon-

earth? In a word, are they likely to join for-
ever in the devotions of the heavenly ftate who
do not accuftom themfelves to thefe facred ex-

ercifes in this preparatory ftate? Will you ven--

ture your fouls upen it that you fhall be faved
notwithftanding thefe improbabilities, or rather
impoffibilities? Alas! are there any of you
that have no better hopes of Heaven than
thefe? Where then will you appear?

3. If they that are more than externally mo-
ral and religious in their condué, that have
been born again, created in CurisT JEsus to-

good works, as every man that is truly righ-

teous has been; if fuch, I fay, be but fcarcely
faved, where fhall they appear who reft in theis.

meer outward morality, their proud felf-righ-
teous virtue, and their religious formalities,
and have never been made new creatures, never
had the inward principle of action changed by
_the power of Gop, and the inbred diforders
of the heart rectified? Where fhall they ap-

" pear who have nothing but a felf-fprung reki- -

gion, the genuine offspring of degenerate na-

ture, and never have had a fupernatural prin--
ciple of grace implanted in their fouls? Has’
that folemn affeveration of the amen, the faith--
ful and true witnefs, loft all its force, and be-

come a falfechood in our age and country?
# Verily,

P N Y = L
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. & Verily, verily I fay unto thee, except a man
 be born again he cannot fee the kingdom of
# Heaven (r).” Is there no weight in fuch

~ apoftolic declarations as thefe? # If any man
* be inCurisT he is a new creature; old things
# are pafled away, and behold all things are be-
# come new;* and all thefe new things are

of Gop (s). * Neither circumcifion availeth °

. # any thing, nor uncircumcifion ;* that is, a
conformity to-the rituals of the Jewith or Chrif-
. tian religion availeth nothing, but the new crea-
ture (¢). Can men flatter themfelves they fhall
_ be faved by the Chriftian religion in oppofition

to thefe plain, ftrong, and repeated declarations

of the Chriftian Revelation? And yet are there
not many here who are entirely ignorant of
this renovation of the temper of their mind,
of this inward heaven-born religion?

. 4. If they that are firiving to enter in at the
ftrait gate, and preffing into the kingdom of
Heaven (#), do but juft obtain admiffion; if
they who forget the things that are behind,
and reach after thefe that are before them, and
prefs with all their might tawards the goal do
fcarcely obtain the prize, what fhall become of
thofe lukewarm, carelefs, formal, prefumptous
~ Profeflors of chriftianity who are fo numerous
. among us? Where fhall they appear who have
* but a form of godlinefs without the power (),
and have no fpiritual life in their religion, #but

C2 - % only

(r) Jobn ii. 3. (s} 2 Cor.v. 17.
() Gal.viits. (¥) 2 Tim. i g.
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“ only a name to live (w)#* If thofe whofe
"hearts are habitually folicitous about their eter-
nal ftate, who labour in earneft for the im-
mortal bread, who pray with unutterable
groans (x), who in fhort make the care of
their fouls the principal bufinefs of their life,
and in fome meafure proportion their induftry
and earneftnefs to the importance and difficulty
of the work; if fuch are but fcarcely faved
with all their labour and pains, where fhall

they appear who are at eafe in Zion (y), whofe

religion is but a meer indifferency, a thing by
the by with them ? If we cannot enter into the
kingdom of Heaven unlefs our righteoufnefs
exceed that of the Scribes and the Pharifees (2),
‘where fhall they appear whofe righteoufnefs is
far fhort of theirs? And are there not many
fuch in this affembly? Alas! my Brethren,
‘where do you expett to appear? .

5. If they that have believed in Jesous
Curist, which is the grand condition of fal-
vation, be but fcarcely faved, where fhall the
unbeliever appear ?

Faith in CurisT is an effential ingredient in .

the charatter of a righteous man: and faith
cannot be implanted 1n our hearts till ' we have
been made deeply fenfible of our fins, of our
condemnation by the law of Gop, and our
‘utter inability to procure pardon and falvation
-« (w) Rev.iii. 1. {x) Rom, viii. 26.
(») Luke xiii. 24. (z) Luke xvi. £6,
(a) Amos vi.J.. (4) Matt. v. zo,
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by the merit of our repentance, reformation, :
or any thing we can do. And when we are -
reduced to this extremity then we fhall liften .
with eager ears to the propofal of a Saviour. .

And when we fee his glory and fufficiency,

and caft our guilty fouls upon him, when we

fubmit to his commands, depend entirely upon
his atonement, and give up ourfelves to Gop

who thus believe, to whom falvation is fo often

through him, then we believe. Now if they’

.. enfured, be not faved but with great difficulty, -
‘where fhall thofe appear who never have ex-

perienced thofe exercifes which are the ante~

cedents or conftituents of faving faith? who.

have never feen their own guilt and helplefnefs
in an affefting light; who have never feen the
glory of Gop in the face of Jesus CurisT;

who have never fubmitted to him as their Pro-
phet, Prieft, and King, and who do not live-

in the fleth by faith in the Son of Gop? Alas!
are they likely to be faved who are deftitute of
the grand prerequifite of falvation? And yet

is not this the melancholy cafe of fome of you?

You may not be avowed unbelievers; you may

believe there is one Gon, and that Jesus is the:

true Meffiah: in this you do well, but fill it
is no mighty attainment,. for the devils alfo be-
lieve and tremble, and you may have this fpe-
culative faith, and yet be wholly deftitute of

the faith of the operation of Gop, the precious |
faith of Gop’s elect ; that faith which purifies-

the heart, produces good works, and unites the
I C3 v - foul
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foul to Jesus CurisT. Certainly the having
or not having of fuch a faith muft make a
great difference in a man’s charalter, and muft
be followed by a proportionally different doom.
And if they that bave it be but {carcely faved,
1 appeal to yourfelves, can they be faved at all
who have it not ?

6. If true penitents be fcarcely faved, where

fhall the impenitent appear?

It is the charalter of the righteous that he is
deeply affected with forrow for his fins in heart
and practice; that he hates them without ex-

- ception with an implacable enmity; that he

ftrives againft them, and would refift them even
unto blood ; that his repentance is attended
with reformation, and that he forfakes thofe

things for the commiffion of which his heart is

broken with forrows. Now repentance appears
evidently to the common reafon of mankind
an hopeful preparative for acceptance with
Gop and eternal happinefs: and therefore if
they who repent are faved with gieat difficulty
where fhall they appear who periift impenitent
in fin? Where fhall they appear who have hard
unbroken hearts in thejr breafts, who are in-
fenfible of the evil of fin, who indulge them«
felves in it, and cannot be perfuaded to forfake
it ? .Can you be at any lofs to know the doom
of fuch after CarisT has told us with his own
lips, which never pronounced an harfh cenfure,
“ Except ye repent, ye fhall all perifl X‘);
: n

-+ {e ) Luke xifi. 3,5.
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And are there not fome of this charaer in
this affembly ? Alas! there is not the leaft like-
lihood, or even poffibility of your falvation in
fuch a condition. '
7. The righteous man has the love of Gop
thed abroad in his heart, and it produces the
ufual fentiments and conduét of love towards
him. Gob is dearer to him than all other
things in Heaven and Earth, the « ftrength of
“ his heart, and his portion forever (4).* His
affectionate thoughts fix upon him {¢}; he re-
joices in the light of his countenance (f), and
longs and languifhes for him in his abfence (g).
His love is a powerful principle of willing obe-
dience, and carries him to keep his command-
ments (5). He delights in the law and fervice
of Gop, and in communion with him in his
‘ordinances. Now fuch a principle of love is
a very hopeful preparative for Heaven, the re-
gion of love, and for the enjoyment of Gon.
Such an one would take pleafure in him and
‘in his fervice, and therefore he certainly fhall
never be excluded, But if even fuch are but
fcarcely faved, where fhall they appear who are
deftitute of the love of Gop? There are few
‘indeed but pretend to be lovers of Gop, but
their love has not the infeparable properties of
- that facred paffion. Their pretence to it is an
abfurdity, and if put into language would be
' Csqs fuch
(4) Phalm Ixxiii. 25,26.  (¢) PlalmIxiii. 6,
(f) Plalmiv. 7. (g) Plalm xlif. 1,2, & Ixiii, 1. Cant.iii. 1.
(4) 1 John v, 3. ’
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fuch jargon as this, * Lorp, I love thee above
¢< all things, though I hardly ever affetionately
¢ think of thee; I love thee above all, though
] am not careful to pleafe thee ; I love thee
¢ above a]l, though my conduét towards thee
¢ is quite the reverfe of what it'is towards one
« Ilove.” Will fuch ‘an inconfiftency as this
pafs for genuine fupreme love to Gop, when it
will not pafs for common friendfhip among
men? No, fuch have not the leaft fpark of
that heavenly fire in their breafts, but their
carnal mind i1s enmity againft Goo. And are
thefe likely to be faved? likely to be admitted
into the region of love, where there is not one
cold or difloyal heart ? likely to be happy in the
prefence and fervice of that Gop to whom they
are difaffeCted? Alas! no. Where then fhall
they appear? O! in what forlorn, remote re-
gion of eternal exile from the bleffed Gop ? .
I fthall now.conclude with a few reflections.
1. You may hence fee the work of falvation is
not that eafy, trifling thing which many take it
to be. They feem mighty cautious of laying
out too much pains upon it; and they cannot
bear that people fhould make fuch ado, and
keep fuch a fhir and noife about it 4. For their
‘part they hope to go to Heaven as. well as the
beft of them without all this precifenefs. And
upon thefe principles they a&. They. think
, : they
+ I here affe® this low file on purpofe to reprefent the more
exattly the feptiments of fuch carglefs finners in their own yfual
baoguage.
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they can never be too much in earneft, or too
laborious in the purfuit of earthly things, but
religion is a matter by the by with them, only
the bufinefs of an hour once a week. But
have thefe learned their religion from CurisT
the founder of it, or from his apoftles, whom
he appointed teachers of it? No, they have
formed fome eafy fyftem from their own ima-
ginations fuited to their depraved tafte, indul-
gent to their floth and carnality, and favour-
able to their lufts; and this they call chrifti-
anity. But you have feen this is not the reli-
gion of the Bible: this is not the way to life
laid out by Gob, but it is the fmooth down-
ward road to deftru@ion. Therefore,

2. Examine yourfelves to which: clafs you
belong, whether to that of the righteous, who
thall be faved, though with difficulty, or to that
of the ungodly and the finner, who muft ap-
pear in a very different fituation. To deter-
.mine this important enquiry recolle¢t the fun-
dry parts of the righteous man’s charaéter
‘which 1 have briefly defcribed, and fee whether
‘they belong to you. Do you carefully abftain
from vice and immorality # Do you make con-
fcience of every duty of religion?. Have yon
ever been born again of Gop, and made more
than externally religious? Are you fenfible of
the difficulties in your way from Satan,: the
World, and the Flefh? And do you exert yours
~felves as in a field of batile or in a race ?. Do
~you work out your falvation with fear and

trembling,
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trembling, and prefs into the kingdom of Gop?
Are you true Believers, Penitents, and Lovers

of Gop? Are thefe or the contrary the confti-
tuents of your habitual charater? I pray you
make an impartial trial, for much depends
upon it.

3. If this be your habitual character be of
good cheer for you fhall be faved, though with
difficulty. Be not difcouraged when you fall
jnto fiery trials, for they are no ftrange things
in the prefent ftate. All that have walked 1n
the fame narrow road beforé you have met with
them, but now theyare fafe arrived in their eter-
-nal home. Let your dependance be upon the
aids of divine grace to bear you through, and
-you will overcome at laft. But, \

. 4. If your charater be that of the ungodly
and the finner, paufe and think, where fhall
-you. appear at laft? When like our deceafed
friend you leave this mortal ftate, and launch
mto regions unknown, where will you then
appear ! Muft it not be in the region of fin,

~which is your elemefit now ? in the fociety of
the devils, whom you refemble in temper and
imitate in conduct ! among the trembling cri- -
minals at the left hand of the Judge, where
the ungodly and finners fhall all be crowded?.
If you continue fuch as you now are, have you
any reafon at all to hope for a more favourable

doom? ,

I fhall conclude with a reflection to exem-

plify the context in another view, and that 1s,
' ‘, «1r



Serm.22.  the certain Perdition of Simers. %7

¢ If judgment begin at the houfe of Gop what
¢ fhall be the end of them that obey not the
«« gofpel " If the righteous, the favourites of
Heaven, fuffer fo much in this world, what
fhall finners, with whom Gop is angry every
day, and who are veflels of wrath fitted for
deftruction, what fhall they fuffer in the eter-
nal world, the proper place for rewards and
punifhments, and where an equitable Provi-

dence deals with every man according to his

works? If the children are chaftifed with va-
rious calamities, and even die in common with
the reft of mankind, what fhall be the doom
of enemies and rebels? If thofe meet with fo
many difficulties in the purfuit of falvation what
fhall thefe fuffer in enduring damnation? If
the infernal powers are permitted to worry
CurisT’s fheep, how will they rend and tear
the wicked as their proper prey? O that you
may in * this your day know the things that
* belong to your peace before they are forever
- * hid from your eyes (7) I#
L

(/) Luke xix, 42,

SERMON
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Indifference to Life .urged from its
Shortnefs and Vanity.
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1 CORINTHIANS VIL 29,30,31. -
But this I fay, Bretbren, that the time is fbort : it
 remaineth that both they that bave wives be as

though they had none s and they that weep, 45

though they wept not 5 and they that rejoice, as

. though they rejoiced not ;- and they that buy, as
- though they poffeffed nit 5 and they that ufe this
aworld, as not abufing it : for the fafbion of this

world paffeth away *. L

¥ %X Creature treading every moment upon _

% A ¥ the flippery brink of the grave, and
A¥X ready every moment -to fhoot the
gulph of eternity, and’ launch away
to fome unknown coaft, ought to ftand alwa
‘in the pofture of -ferious expectation ; ought
every day to be in‘his own mind taking leave of
this world,- breaking off the conneltions of
- S : o his
* This Sermon is -dated, at Mr Thompfon's Fameral, Febr, 16,
1759. ' :

(4
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his heart from it, and preparing for his laft
remove into that world 1n which' he muft re-
fide, not for a few months or years as in this,
but through a boundlefs everlafting duration.
Such a fituation requires habitual conftant
thoughtfulnefs, abftrattion from the world,
and {erious preparation for death and eternity.
But when we are called, as we frequently are,
to perform the laft fad offices to our friends
neighbours who have taken their flight a
little before us; when the folemn pomp and
hosrors of death firike our fenfes, then cer-
tainly it becomes us to be unufually thoughtful
and ferious. Dying beds, the laft ftruggles and
groans of diffolving Nature, pale, cold, ghaftly
cerpfes, | : B

« The knell, the fhroud, the mattock, and the grave ;
¢ The deep damp vault, the darknefs, and the worm :

thefe are very alarming monitors of our own
mortality : thefe out-preach the loudeft preach-
er; and they muft be deaf and fenfelefs rocks,
and not men, who do not hear and feel their
vaice. Armong the numberlefs inftances of the
divine {kill in bringing good out of evil this is

" ane, that paft generations have fickened and
died to warn their fucceffors. One here and there
alfo is fingled out of our neighbourhood or
families, and made an example, a MEMENTQ
MoR1, to us that furvive, to roufe us out of our
{tupid fleep, to give us the fignal of the ap-
| ' proach

’
. ceap - o =’
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proach of the laft enemy, death, to confirain
us to let go our eager grafp of this vain world,
and fet us upon looking out and preparing foc
another. And may I hope my Hearers are.
come here to-day determined to make this im-
provement of this melancholy occafion, and to
gain this great advantage from our lofs? To
this I call you as with a voice from the grave;
and therefore “ he that hath ears to hear, let
“ him hear.”

One great reafon of mens exceflive attach-
ment to the prefent ftate, and their ﬁupid
lect to the concerns of eternity, is their form-
ing too high an eftimate of the affairs of time
in comparifon with thofe of eternity. While
the important realities of the eternal world are.
out of view, unthought of, and difregarded,
as, alas! they generally are by the moft of.
mankind, what mighty things in their efteem
are the relations, the joys and forrows, the pok~
feflions and bereavements, the acquifitions and.
purfuits of this life? What airs of importanee
do they put on in their view? How do they
engrofs their anxious thoughts and cares, and.
exhauft their ftrength and {pirits? To be hap-
Py, to be rich, to be great and honourable, to.
enjoy your fill of pleafure in this world, is nat.
this a great matter, the main intereft with
many of you? Is not this the object of your:
ambition, your-eager defire and laborious pur-
fuit ? But to confurhe away your life irl ficknefs;
and pain, in poverty and difgrace, in abortive

‘ A fchemes
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fchemes and difappointed purfuits, what a fe-
rious calamity, what an huge affliCtion is this
in your efteem? What is there in the compafs
of the univerfe that you are fo much afraid of,

and fo cautioufly fhun? Whether large profits

or loffes in trade be not a mighty matter, atk
the bufy anxious merchant. Whether poverty
be not a moft miferable ftate, afk the poor that
feel it, and the rich that fear it. Whether riches
be not a very important-happinefs, afk the pof-
feffors ; or rather afk the reftlefs purfuers of

them, who expect ftill greater happinefs from-

them than thofe that arc taught by experience
can flatter themfelves with. Whether the plea-
fures of the conjugal ftate are not great and
delicate, confult the few happy pairs here and

there who enjoy them. Whether the lofs of an -

affectionate hufband and a tender father be not
a moft afflictive bereavement, a torturing fepa-
ration of heart from heart, or rather a tearing
of one’sheart in pieces, afk the mourning, weep-
ing widow, and fatherlefs children, when ho-
vering round his dying bed, or ¢conduéting his
dear remains to the cold-grave. In fhort, it is
evident from a thoufand inftances that the en-
joyments, purfuits, and forrows of this life are
mighty matters ; nay, are all in all in the efteem

of the generality of mankind. Thefe are the

. things they moft decply feel, the things about
- which they are chiefly concerned, and which
are the objects of theit ftrongeft paffions. : .~

~ . But is this a juft eftimate of things? Are the.

affairs

L ]
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affairs of this world then indeed fo interefting
‘and all-important ? Yes, if eternity be a
dreéam, and Heaven and Hell but majeftic chi-
‘meras ‘or fairy lands. If we were always to
Tivé in this world, and had no concern with
‘any ‘thing beyond it ; if the joys of earth were
 the higheft we could hope for, or-its miferies
‘the moft terrible we could fear, then indeed
‘we might take this world for our all, and re-
‘gard its affairs as the moft important that our
~ nature is capable of, * But TuisI say, Bre-
= thren,” (and I pronounce it as the echo of
‘an’ infpired “apoftle’s voice) * this I fay, the
» time is fhort ;* the time of life in which we
‘have any thing to do with thefe affairs is a thort
‘contrafled * fpan. Therefore * it.remaineth,”
that is, this 1s the infererce -we fhould draw
from the fhortnefs of time, * that they -that
» have wives, be as though they had none;
» and they that weep, as though they wept
* not; and they that rejoice, asthough they
= rejoiced riot ; and they that buy, as theugh
« they poffefled not; and they that ufe this
‘= world, as not abuling it; or ufing it to ex-
# cefs+f; for the fathion of this world,* thefe
tender relations, this weeping and rejoicing,
this buying, pofleffing, and ufing this world,
- S‘aﬁ'eth away.® The phantom will foon va-
nifh; the fhadow will foon fly off; and then
they that have wives or.hufbands in this tran-
fitory life will in reality be as though they had
“ Vor.IlI. - - D - - . none;

) 3 cuncar i, . % xala zﬁgépm'u.
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- -none; and they that weep now, as though
‘they wept not ; and they that now rejoice, as
though they rejoiced not; and they that now
buy, pofles, and ufe this world, as though
they had never had the leaft property in 1
.This is the folemn mortifyiﬁg'dog%gine I ant
now to inculcate upon you 1n the further il-’
duftration of the feveral parts of my text; a
doctrine juftly alarming to the lovers of this
.warld, and the negleters of that life which is
o come. - o
*  When St Paul pronounces any thing with
an unufual air of folemnity and authority, and
after the formality of an introduction to gain
attention, it muft be a matter of uncommon
-weight, and worthy of the moft ferious regard.
In this manner he introduces the funeral fenti-
ments in my text. * This I fay, Brethren :*
this I folemnly pronounce as the mouth of
Gonp: this I declare as a great truth but little
regarded ; and which therelore there is much.
need I fhould repeatedly declare : this I fay
with all the authority of an apoftle, a meflen- -
ger from Heaven; .and I demand your ferioug ¢
attention to what I am going to fay. = . =
And what is it he is introducing with all this-
folemn formality ? Why it is an old, plain, fa-
miliar truth univerfally known and confefied;.
namely, That the time of our continuance’ in
this world is thort, But why fo much formality
in introducing fuch a common truth as this?
Becaufe, however generally it be known and
' , ) - confefled,
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confefled, it is very rarely regarded, and it re-:
quires more than even the moft folemn addrefs.
of an apoftle to turn the attention of a thought-
lefs world to it. How many of you, my Bre-
thren, are convinced againft your wills of this
melancholy truth, and yet turn every way to
avoid the mortifying thought, are always .un-
eafy when it forces itfelt upon your minds,
and do not fuffer it to have proper infijnence
upon your temper and prattice, but live as if
you believed the time of life. were long and
even everlafting? O! when will tlre happy
hour come when you will think and act like
thofe that believe that common uncontroverted
truth, that the time of life is thort? Then you
would no longer think of delays, nor contrive
artifices to put off the work of your falvation ;
then you could not bear the thought of fuch
negligent, or languid, feeble endeavours in a
work that mu/! be done, and that in fo fhort a

. time. :

# This I fay, my Brethren, tbe time is flort,*
‘the time of life is abfolutely {hort, a fpan, an
- inch, an hau’s breadth, How near the neighi-

bourhood between the cradle and the grave!
-How fhort the journey from infancy to old age
-through all the intermediate ftages! Let the
.few. among you who bear the marks of old age

" .upon you i grey hairs, wrinkles, weaknefs,

~and pains, look back upon your tirefome pil-
_grimage through life, and does it not appear
to you as though you commenced men but
: D2 yefterday?
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yefterday? And how little a way can you trace
1t back till you are loft in the forgotten uncon-
fcious days of infancy, or in that eternal non-
exiftence in which you lay before your crea-
tion? But they are but very few that drag on
their lives through feventy or eighty years. Old
men carr hardly find cotemporaries. A new
race has ftarted up; and they are become almoft
ftrangers in their own neighbourhoods. By
the beft calculations that have been made, at
leaft ‘one half of mankind die under ‘{feven
years  old. They are little particles of life,
{parks of Being juft kindled and then quenched,
or. rather difmiffed from their fuffocating con-
finement in clay, that they may afpire, blaze
out, and mingle with their kindred flames in
the eternal world, the -proper region, the na-
tive element of fpirits. D
And how ftrongly does the fhortnefs of this
life prove the certainty of another? Would it
it be worth while, would it be confiftent with
‘the wifdom and goodnefs of the Deity to fend
{fo many infant millions of reafonable creatures
into this world to live the low life of a vegeta-
" ble or an animal for a few moments, or days,
or years, if there were no other world for ‘thefe
‘young immortals to remove to, in which their
powers might open, enlarge, "and ripen? Cer-
tainly men are not fuch infects of a day: ces-
-tainly this is not the’laft ftate of human na-
“ture : certainly there ‘is an eternity ; there is
-an Heaven and an Hell. Otherwife we might

. expoftulate
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expoftulate with our Maker as David onice did
upon that fuppofition, *"Wherefore haft thou
# made all men in vain (a) ?*

~In that awful eternity we muft all bein a
fhort time. Yes, my Brethren, I may venture
to prophecy that in lefs than feventy or eighty
- years the moft, if not all -this affembly, muft
be in fome apartment of that ftrange untried
world. The merry, unthinking, wreligious
multitude in that doleful manfion which 1 muft
mention, grating as the found is to their ears,
and that is HELL 4! and the pious, penitent,
believing few in the blifsful feats of Heaven.
There we fhall refide along, long time indeed,
or rather through a long, endlefs eternity.
Which leads me to add,

That as the time of life is thort afolutely in
itfelf, fo efpecially it is thort comparatively ; that
is, in comparifon with eternity. In this com-
parifon even the long life of Metbufelap and the
Antedeluvians thrinks into a meer point, a no-
thing. Indeed no duration of time, however
long, will bear the comparifon. Millions of
millions of years, as many years as the fands
upon the fea fhore, as many years as the parti-

‘ 3 cles
(a) Pfalm Ixxxix. 47. .
+ Region of forrow ! doleful thades ! where Peace-
And Reft can never dwell ! Hope never comes,
That comes to all : but torture without end
- Still urges, and a fiery deluge fed
. With ever-burning fulphur unconfum’d.

MivLToN's Paradife Loff, Book I. 1.63.
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cles of duft in this huge globe of earth, as
many years as the particles of matter in the:
vafter ‘heavenly bodies that roll above us, and’
even in the whole material univerfe, all thefe
years do not bear as much proportion to eter-’
- nity as a moment,-a pulfe, or the twinkling of’
an eye to ten thoufand ages; not as much as’
an hair’s breadth to the diftance from the fpot
where we {tand to the fartheft ftar or the re-
moteft corner of the creation: in fhort, they
do not bear the leaft imaginable proportion at
all ; for all this length of years, though be-
yond the power of diftin€t enumeration to us,
will as certainly come to an end as am hour or
a moment ; and when it comes to an end it 18
entirely and irrecoverably paft: but eternity,
(O the folemn, tremendous found!) eternity
will never, never, never come to an end! eter-
nity will never, never, never be paft! =
And is this eternity, this awful all-impor-
tant eternity, entailed upon us! upon us the
offspring of the duft! the creatures of yefter-
day! upon us who a little while ago were lefs,
than a gnat, lefs than a mote, were nothing "
upon us who are every moment liable to thet
arreft of death, finking into the grave, and
mouldering into duft one after another in a
thick fucceffion! upon us whofe thoughts, ‘and
cares, and purfuits are fo confined to time and
earth as if we had nothing to do with any thing
beyond! O! is this immenfe inheritance in-
alienably ours! Yes, Brethren, it is: Reafon
S and
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and Revelation prove our title beyond all dif-
pute. It is an inheritance entailed upon us,
whether we will or not; whether we have
made it our intereft it fhould be ours or not.
To command ourfelves into nothing is as much
above our power as to bring ourfelves into
being. Sin may make our fouls miferable, but
it cannot make them mortal. Sin may forfeit
an happy eternity, and render our immortality
_acurfe; fothat it would be better for us if we
never had been born: bat fin cannot put an
end to our being as it can to our happinefs,
nor procure for us the fhocking relief of reft
in the hideous gulph of annihilation. '
~ And is a little time, a few months or years a
great matter to us? to us who are heirs of an
eternal duration? How infigpificant is a mo-
ment in feventy or eighty years? but how much
inore infignificant is even the longeft life upon
earth when compared with eternity ! How tri~
fling are all the concerns of time to thofe of
immortality ? What is it to us who are to live
forever, whether we live happy or miferablé
for an hour? whether we have wives, or whe-
.ther we have none; whether, we rejoice or
weep ; whether we buy, poffefs, and ufe this
world, or whether we confume away our life
in hunger, and nakednefs, and the want of all
things, it will be all one in a little, little time.
Eternity will level all ; and etérnity is at the
door. : L -
"~ And how fhall we fpend this eternal duration
: ‘D4 * that
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that is thus entailed upon us? Shall we fleep it a-
way In a {tupid infenfibility or in a ftate of indif-
ferency, neither hap’Py nor miferable? No, my
Lrethren, we muft fpend it in the height of
happinefs or in the depth of mifery. The
happinefs and mifery of the world to come will
not confift in fuch childifh toys as thofe that
give us pleafure and pain in this infant ftate of
“our exiftence, but in the moft fubftantial reali-
ties fuitable to an immortal fpirit, capable of
- vaft improvements, and arrived at its adult -
age. - Now, as the apoftle illuftrates it, we are
¢hildren, and we fpeak like children, we un-
derftand like children; but then we fhall be-
come men, and put away childith things (4).
Then we fhall be beyond receiving pleafure or
pain from fuch trifles as excite them in this
puerile ftate. This is not the place of rewards
or punifhments, and therefore the great Ruler
of the world does not exert his perfections in
-the diftribution of either; but eternity is al-
lotted for that very purpofe, and therefore he -
will then diftribute rewards and punifhments
worthy himfelf, fuch as will proclaim him Gon
in alts of grace and vengeance as he has ap-
peared in all his othet works. Then he wil}
Shew bis wrath, and make his power known on the
veffels of wrath who bave made themfelves fit - for
deflryélion, and nothing elfe ; and be will fhewy.
the rickes of the glory of bis grace ‘z?)on the 'vc;;:z
of mercy whom be prepared beforeband for glry l(lc) '
Lo - S ) TuS»-'

.: {6)'1 Cor, xiii. 11, () Rom. ix. 22;23.
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Thus Heaven and Hell will proclaim #b¢ Gob,
will thew him to be the Author of their refpec-
tive joys and pains by their agreeable. or ter-
rible magnificence and grandeur. O eternity!
with what majeftic wonders art thou replenifhed
where Jenovan alls ‘with his own immediate
hand, and difplays himfelf godlike and un-
rivaled in his exploits both of vengeance and
of grace! In the prefent ftate good and evil
are blended ; our happinefs has fome bitter in-
gredients, and our miferies have fome agreea-
ble mitigations : but in the eternal world good
“and evil fhall be entirely and forever feparated ;
all will be pure, unmingled happinefs, or. pure,
unmingled mifery. JIn the pfefent ffate g

arfl evil gre blerfded § our happinefs Ras fofne
biger ingtedientf, anfl our njiferies hhve fofe.
aggeeablefmitigafionsd But in fhe eterral wogd,
godd andfevil fHall bg entirel§ and fdgever {fe-
pasated : fall will be pire v gled hyppindfs,
or pure vhmingjed m¥fery{ In the prefent ftate
- the beft have not uninterrupted peace within;
confcience has frequent caufe to make thém un-
eafy.. Some mote’ or other falls into its temder
eye, and fets it a weeping. And the worft
" alfo have their arts to Keep’ confcience fome=
times eafy, and filence its clamours. But then
‘confcience will have its full fcope. It will never
more pafs a cenfure upon 'the righteoiis, and it
will never more be a friend, or even an in-
adtive enemy to the wicked for fo much as one
moment, And O what a perennial fountai:}

Lo - Y ¢ )
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of blifs or pain will confcience then be! Socie-
ty contributes much to our happinefs or mi-
fery. But what mifery can be felt or feared in
the immediate prefence and fellowfhip of the
blefled Gop, and Jesus the friend of man; of
Angels and Saints, and all the glorious Natives
of Heaven? But on the other hand what hap-
pinefs can be enjoyed or hoped for, what mi-
fery can be efcaped in the horrid fociety of loft,
abandoned ghofts of the angelic and human
nature; dreadfully mighty and malignant, and
rejoicing only in each other’s mifery; mutual
enemies, and 'mutual tormentors bound toge-
ther infeparably in everlafting chains of dark-
nefs! O the horror of the thought! In fhort,
even an heathen * could fay, ' ’ '

. . . $
<« Had I an hundred tongues, an hundred mouths,
¢ An iron voice, ‘T could not comprehend
t« Thhe various forms and punifhments of vice.”

‘The moft terrible images which even .the
pengil of divine infpiration can draw, fuch as, -
* a lake of fire and brimftone, utter darknefs,
« the blacknefs of darknefs, agsever-dying
“ worm, unquenchable, everlafting fire,” and
all the moft dreadful figures that can be drawn
- from all parts of the univerfe, are not fufficient

' ' , ... to
® Non, mihi fi lingu® centam fint, oraquc.ce;x‘atpm, .
. . Ferrea vox, omnes fcelerum comprendere formas, . ‘
Omnia. peenarum percurrere nomina poffum.
Vire. £n. VI 1. 625.
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to reprefent the punifhments of the eternal
world. And on the other hand, * the eye,”
-which has ranged through fo many objelts,
‘¢ has not feen ; the ear,” which has had ftill
more extenfive intelligence, * has not heard ;
¢ nor has.the heart,” which is evén unbounded
in its conceptions, ¢ conceived the things that
¢ Gop hath laid up for them that love him.”
The enjoyments of time fall as much fhort of
thofe of eternity as time itfelf falls fhort of
eternity itfelf. ' | '

But what gives infinite importance to thefe
joys and forrows is, that as they are enjoyed or
fuffered in the eternal world they are themfelves
eternal. Eternal &oys! eternal pains! joys and
pains that will laft as long as the King eternal
and immortal will live to diftribute them! as
long as our immortal fpirits will live to feel
them! O what joys and _pains are thefe!

And thefe, my Brethren, are awaiting every
one of us. Thefe pleafures, or thefe pains are
felt this moment by fuch of our friends and
acquaintance as have fhot the gulph before us;
and in a little, little while you and I muft feel
them. ’

And what then have we to do with time and
earth? Are the pleafures and pains of this

~world worthy to. be compared with thefe?
¢ Vanity of vanities, all is vanity;” the en-
joyments and fufferings, the labours and pur-
{fuits, the laughter and tears of the prefent ftate
are all nothing in this comparifon. _‘Wha':h is
. ) e
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the lofs of an eftate or of a dear relative to the
lofs of an happy immortality ? But if our hea-
venly inheritance be fecure, what though we
thould be reduced into Fob’s forlorn fituation,
we have enough left more than to fill up all
deficiencies. What though we are poor, fickly,
melancholy, racked with pains, and involved
in every human mifery, Heaven will more than
make amends for all. But if we have no evi-
dences of our title to zbat the fenfe of thefe
tranfitory diftrefles may be fwallowed up in the
jutt fear of the miferies of eternity? Alas!
what avails it that we play away a few years in
mirth and gaiety, in grandeur and pleafure, if
when thefe few years are fled we lift up our
eyes in Hell tormented in flames? O what are
all thefe things to a candidate for eternity! an
heir of everlafting happinefs, or everlafting:
mifery!

~It 1s from fuch conviCtive premifes as thefe
that' St Pau/ draws his inference in my text :
= 1t remaineth therefore that they that have
# wives be as though they had none; and they
» that weep, as though they wept not; and
* they that rejoice, as though they rejoiced not ;
# and they that buy, as though they poffeffed
# riot;’and they that ufe this world, as not
* abufing it.* Tk
- The firft branch of the, inference refers to
the dear and tender Relations that we fuftain in
_ this life. " It remaineth that thofe that have

-

 wives,” and by a parity of reafon thofe that

have
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have hufbands, parents, children, or friends
dear as their own fouls, * be as' though th;y
# had none.* St Paul is far from recommend-
ing a ftoical neglet of thefe dear relations.
That he tenderly felt the fenfations, and warm-
1y recommended the mutual duties of fuch re-
lations appears in the ftrongeft light in other
Earts ~of his writings where he 1s- addrefling

imfelf to hufbands and wives, parents and
children. Bat his defign here is to reprefent
the infignificancy even of thefe dear relations,
confidering ‘how fhort and vanithing they are,
and comparing them with the infinite concerns
of eternity. Thefe dear creatures we thall be
able to call our own for fo fhort a time that it
is hardly worth while to efteem them ours now.
The concerns of eternity are of fo much greater
moment that it is very little matter whether we
enjoy thefe comforts or not. In a few years at
moft it will be all one. The dear ties that now
unite the hearts of hufband and wife, parent
-and child, friend and friend, will be broken
forever. In that world where we muft all be
in a little, little time, they neither marry nor
-are given in marriage, but are in this refpect
like the angels. And of how fmall confequence
is it to creatures that are to exift forever in the
moft- perfe&t happinefs or mifery, "and that
- 'muft {o foon break off all their tender connec-
tions with the dear creatures that were united
to their hearts in the prefent tranfitory ftate;
of how {mall confequence is it to fuch, whether
: ' they -
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“they fpend a few years of their exiftence in all

the delights of the conjugal ftate and the foa
cial life, or are forlorn, bereaved, deftitute,
widowed, childlefs, fatherlefs, friendlefs? The
grave and eternity will level all thefe little ine-
qualities. ‘The duft of o5 has no more fenfe
of his paft calamities than that of Soawon who
felt fo few; and their immortal parts are equally
happy in Heaven if they were equally holy
upon earth, And of how fmall confequence
is it to Fudas now, after he has been above
feventeen hundred years in his own place, whe-
ther he died fingle or married, a parent or
childlefs? This makes no diftin¢tion in Heaven
or Hell, unlefs that as relations. increafe, the
duties belonging to them are multiplied, and
the truft becomes the heavier; the difcharge of
which meets with a more glorious reward in
Heaven, and the negle¢t of which fuffers a
feverer punifhment n Hell.

- Farther, the Apoftle in faying, ‘that  they
* who have wives {hould be as though they had
.“ Tone,”* intends that we fhould not exceffively
fet our hearts upon any of our deareft relatives
fo as to tempt us to neglect the fuperior con-
cerns of the world to come, or draw off our
affections from Gob. ‘We fhould always re-

member who it was that faid, * He that loveth
father, or mother, or wife, or children more

# than me is not worthy of me.” * He that
- # 15 married,” fays St Pas/ in the context,

* careth for the things of the world how he

: * may’
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* may pleafe his wife (d).”. But we fhould be-
ware left'this care fhould run ‘to excefs, and
reridet ug carelefs of the interefts of our fouls,
and the concerns ‘of immortality. To mode-
rate exceflive care and anxiety about the things
of ‘this world is the defign the apoftle has im-
mediately “in" view “in fy text; for havin

- taught * thoft that have wives to be as though
» they had none,” &¢. he immediately adds, “ I
= would have 'you without carefulnefs;* and.
this is the reafon why I would have you form
fuch an eftimate of all the conditions of life,

and ‘coynt them ason alevel. Thofe that have -

the agreeable weights of thefe relations ought
no more to abandon themftlves to the over+
cager purfuit of this world, or place their hap-

inefs in it, ought no more to neglect the con-
cerns of religion and eternity than if they did
not bear thefe relations. The bufy head of a
numerous family is as much concerned to fe-
cure his everlafting intereft as a fingle man.
Whatever becomes of him and his in. this va-

nithing world he muft by no means negleé to

provide for his fubfiftence in the eternal world,
and nothing in this world can at all excufe that
neglect. o , ,

O that thefe thoughts may deeply affet the

hearts of fuch of us as are agreeably connected

in fuch relations! and may the(¥ infpire us with
a proper infenfibility and indifferenceé towards
them when compared with the affairs of reli-

h A | ! gion

(d) Verfe33. '
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gion and etefnity! May this confideration mo-
derate the forrows of the mourners “on -this
melancholy ogcafion, and teach them to efteem
the gain or lofs of an happy eternity as that
which fhould fwallow up every other concern !
. 'The next branch of the inference refers to
the Sorrows of life. * It remaineth that they
# that weep be as if they wept not.* What-
ever affliCtions may befal us here they will not
laft long, but will foon be fwallowed up in the
greater joys- or forrows -of the eternal world.
Thefe tears will not always flow ; .thefe fighs
will not ‘always heave our breafts.” We can
figh no longer than the vital breath infpires our
lungs; dnd we can weep no longer than till
death ftops all the fountains_of our tears; and
that will be in a very little fime. 'And when
we enter ‘into the eternal world, if we have
been the dutiful children of Gop here, his own
gentle hand fhall wipe away every tear. from
our faces, and he will comfort the mourners.
Then all the forrows of life will ceafe forever,
and no more painful remembrance of them
will remain than of the pains and ficknels of
our unconfcious infancy. " But if all the difci-
pline of our heavenly Father fail to reduce us
~ to our duty, if we ftill continue rebellious and
incorrigible under his rod, and confequently
the miferies of this life convey us to.thofe of
the future, the fmaller will be fwallowed up
and loft in the greater “as a drop in the'ocean..
Some defperate finners have hardened them- .
- ' - felves -
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felves ‘in fin with this cold comfort, ¢ That.
“*¢ fince they muft be miferable hereafter they
 will at leaft take their fill of pleafures here,
¢ and take a merry jbumcy to Hell.” But,
alas! what a forry mitigation will this bel
how entirely will all this career of pleafure be
forgotten at the firft pang of infernal anguith !
O what poor relief to a foul loft forever to re-
flect that this eternity of 'pain followed upon
and was procured by a few months or years of
fordid guilty pleafure! Was that a relief or an
aggravation which 4brabam mentions to his loft
fon when he puts him in mind, *Son, remem- -
* ber that thou in thy life-time receivedft thy
% good things (¢) ? “Thou hadft then all the
fhare of good which thon ever fhalt enjoy;
thou hadft thy portion in that world where
thou didft choofe to have it, and therefore ftand’
to the confequences of thine own choice, and
look for no other portion. O who can bear to
be thus reminded and upbraided in the midf
of remedilefs mifery! . ~
. Upon the whole, whatever afflictions or be-
reavements we {uffer in this world, let us mo-~
derate our forrows, and keep them within.
bounds. Let them not work yp and ferment:
into murmurings and infurretions againft:
Gop, who gives and takes away, and blefled-
be his name ! Let them not fink us into a fullen.
diflike of the mercies fill left in our poffeffion.
. How unreafonable .and ungrateful that Gop’s:
. " Ver. NI - E - retaking
S - (¢) Luke xvi. 25. '
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retaking one of his mercies fhould tempt us to
defpife all the reft! Take a view of the rich
inventory of bleffings {till remaining, and you
will find them much more numerous and im-
_portant than thofe you have loft.. Do not mif-
take me as if I recommended or expefted an
utter infenfibility under the calamities of life.
I.allow nature its moderate tears, but let them
not rife to floods of inconfolable forrows. I
allow you to fee/ your afflictions like Men ‘and
Chriftians, but then you muft eer them like
Men and Chriftians too. May Gop grant we
may all exemplify this direCtion when we are
put to the trial! '.j
. 'The third branch of the inference refers to
the oys and Pleafures of life. . The time is
# fhort, it remaineth thercfore that they that
* rejoice be as if they rejoiced not ;* that 1s, the
joys of this life, from whatever earthly caufe they
ipring, are fo fhort and tranfitory that they are
as of no account to a creature that is to exift
forever ; -to exift forever in joys or pains of an
infinitely higher and more important kind. To
fiich a creature it is an indifferency whether he
langhs or weeps, whether he be joyful or fad
for a few fleeting moments, Thefe vanithing
yncertain joys fhould not engrofs our hearts as
qur chjef happinefs, nor caufe us to neglect
and forfeit the divine and everlafting joys above
the fkies. The. pleafure we reccive from any
created enjoyment .fhould not enfnare us to
make it our idol, to forget that we muft pare
- ' " - " with
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with it, or to fret,. and’ murmur, and repine
when the parting hour comes. When we are
rejoicing in the abundance of earthly bleflings,
we fhould be as careful and laborious in fe--
curing the favour of Gop and everlafting hap-
pinefs as if we rejoiced not. If our eternal All
18 fecure it 1s enough, and it will not at all be
keightened or diminifhed by the refleCtion that
we lived a joyful or a fad life in this pilgrimage.
But if we fpend our immortality in mifery,
what forry comfort will it be that we laughed,
and played, and frolicked away a few years
upon earth? years that were given us for a fe-
rious purpofe, as a fpace for rcfentanoe, and
preparation for eternity. Thereforelet » thofe
gat rejoice be as though they rejoiced not ;#
that is, be nobly indifferent to all the littleamufe- -
ments and pleafures of fo fhort a life. :
And let * thofe that buy be as if they pof-

“ fefled not.* This is the fourth particular in
the inference from the fhortnefs of time, and
it refers to the #rade and bufinefs of life, It -re-
fers not only to the bufy Merchant, whofe life
is a viciffitude of buying and felling, but alfo
to the Planter, the Tradefmdn, and indeed to
every man among us; for we are all carrying
on a commerce, more or lefs, for the purpofes
of this life. You all buy, and fell, and ex-
change in fome form or other, and the things
of this world are perpetually pafling from hand
to hand. Sometimes you have good bargains,
and make large acquifitions. But fet not your
E 2 hearts
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hearts upon them, .but in the midft of all your.
poffeflions live as if you pofieffed them not.
Alas! of what {mall account are all the things
call your own upon earth to you who are

te ftay here fo fhort a time; to you who muft
fo foon bid an eternal farewel to. them all, and
as naked out of the world as you came into

1t ; to you who muft {pend an everlafting du-
ration far beyond the, reach of all thefe enjoy-
ments? It is not worth your while to call them
your cwn, fince you muft fo foon refign them
to other hands. Tle melancholy occafion of
this:day may convince you that fuccefs in trade;.
and a plentiful eftate, procured and kept by
induftry and good management, is neither a
fecurity againft death nor a comfort in it.
Alas! what fervice can thefe houfes, and lands,
and numerous domeftics perform to the cold
clay that moulders in yonder grave, ‘or to the
immortal {pirit.that is fled we know not where?
Therefore buy, fenfible that you can buy no-
thing upon a fure and lafting title ; nothing
that you can certainly call yours tomorrow.
Buy, but do not {ell your hearts to the trifles
you buy, and let them not tempt you to act as
it this were your final home, or to neglet to
lay up for yourfelves treafures in Heaven ; trea-
{ures which you can call your own when this
- .world is laid in afhes, and which you can en~
joy and live upon in what I may call an angelic
ftate when thefe bodies have nothing but a cof-
fin, a fhroud, and a few feet of earth. .

' - . Finally,
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.. Finally, let # thofe that ufe this world ufe it

“ dsnot abufing it.* This is the fifth branch.
of the inference from the fhortnefs of time,:
and it feems to have a particular reference to
{uch as have had fuch fuccefs in their purfuit of
the world that they have now retired from buf-
neff, and appear to themfelves to have nothing
to do but to enjoy the world for which they fo
long toiled. Or it may refer to thofe who are
born heirs to plentiful eftates, and therefore
are not concerned to acquire the world, but to
ufe and enjoy it. To fuch I fay, “ Uf this world
“ as not abufing it;* that is, ufe it, enjoy it,
~ take moderate pleafure in it, but do not abufe
it by proftituting it to finful putpofes, makin
provifion for the fleth to fulfil the lufts thereof,
indulging yourfelves in debauchery and extra-
vagance, placing your confidence in it, and
finging a requiem to your fouls, “ Soul, take
®= thine eafe; -eat, drink, and be merry, for
# thou haft much goods laid up in ftore for
® many years.” O prefumptuous * fool! this
“ night thy foul may be required of thee { f).”
Do not ufe this world #0 excefs (fo the word *
may be tranflated) by placing your bearts ex-
ceflively upon it as your favourite portion and
principal happinefs, and by fuffering it to draw
off your thoughts and affettions from the fu-
perior hlcflednefs of the world to come.. Uf -
the world, but let it not tempt you to excefs 1n
<. .. Ejz3 - . eating,
- . {f) Luke xii. 19,20.

® xafla ypipmor.  So it is rendered by Dr Doddridge and others,
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eating, drinking, drefs, equipage, or in any
article. of the' parade of riches. Religion by "
no means enjoins a fordid, niggardly, churlith
manner of living ; it allows you to enjoy the
bleflings of life, but then it forbids all “excefs,
and requires you to keep within the bounds of
moderation in your enjoyments. Thus # ufe this
# world as not abufing it.* RN
The apoftle’s inference is not only drawn -
- from ftrong premifes, but alfo enforced with a.
very weigh ‘%' reafon ; “ for the fathion of this
u world eth away.* The whole * fcheme.
and fyftem of worldly affairs, all this marrying,
and rejoicing, and weeping, and buying, and
enjoying, paffeth away, pafleth away - this mo-~
ment ; it not only wi// pafs away, but it is even
now’ pafling away. The ftream of time with
all the uifles that float upon it,. and all the
eager purfuers of thefe bubbles, is in motion,
in fwift inceflant motion, to empty itfelf and
all that fail upon it into the fhorelefs ocean ‘of
eternity, where all will be abforbed and ‘loft
forever.. And fhall we exceffively doat. upon
things-that are perpetually flying from us, and
1n a little time will be no more our property
than the riches of the world before the flood? -
* O ye Sons of Men, how long will ye follow
“ after vanity ? why do you fpend your money
“ for that which is not bread, and your laboug
= for that which profiteth not?* . .
- Some critics apprehend this fentence, * the
.. faﬂnon

* youxe - - - t wagiyen
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« fafhion of this world paffeth away,” contains
a fine and ftriking allufion to the ftage, and

that it might be rendered, * the feene of this
‘ world paffeth away.” < You know,” fays
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a fine writer I upon this texr, ¢ that upon the

ftage the attors affume imaginary charac-
ters, and appear in- borrowed forms. One
mimics the courage and triumphs of the
hero; another appears with a crown and a
fceptre, and ftruts about with all the folem-
nity and majefty of a prince; a third puts
on the fawning fmiles of a courtier, or the
haughtinefs of a fuccefsful favourite; and
the fourth is reprefented in the drefs of a
fcholar or a divime. An hour or two they
act their feveral parts on the ftage, and a-
mufe the fpeétators. But the fcenes are con-
ftantly fhifting, and when the play is con-
cluded the feigned characters are laid afide,
and the imaginar[{' kings and emperors are
immediately divefted of their pretended au-

thority, and enfigns of royalty, and appear
in their native meannefs. '
¢ Juft fo thisworld is a great ftage that pre-
fents as variable fcenes, and as fantaftical
charaéters ; princes, politicians, and warriors,
the rich, the learned, and the wife: and on
the other hand, the poor weak and defpifed
part of mankind pofiefs their feveral places
on the theatre; E)mc lurk - obfcurely in a

~corner, feldom come from behind the fcenes,

"E 4 - or
" '$ Dunlop’s Sermons, Vol.I. p. 212,213,214.
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 or creep along unnoticed; otherss make a
« fplendid fhow and a loud noife, are adorn-
“ ed with the honours of a crown, or poffefs-
“ ed of large eftates and great powers; fill
« the world with the glory of their names and
“ ations; conquer in the field, or are labori-
¢ oufly employed in the cabinet. Well, in a
< little time the {cene is fhifted and all thefe vain-
¢ phantoms difappear. The king of terrors
¢ clears the ftage of the bufy altors, firips
¢ them of all their fititious ornaments, and
“ ends the vain farce of life: and being brought
-« all upon a level, they go down to the grave
‘“ in their original nakednefs, are jumbled ta~
¢ gether undiftinguifhed, and pafs away as
¢ a tale that is told.” , .
. Farther, * upon the Greek or Roman theatres,
¢ to which the apoftle alludes, the attors, if I
<. miftake not, frequently, if not always, came
- * upon the ftage in a difguife, with a iZlfe face,
% which was adapted to the different perfon
¢ or charafter they defigned to aflume ; fo that -
‘“ no man was to be feen with his real face,
“ but all put on borrowed vifages. And in
“ allufion to this, the text might be ren-
“ dered, The mafquerade of the world fqﬁtb
““ away ; pointing out the fraud and difguifes
‘¢ which mankind put on, and the flattering
* forms in which they generally appear, which
* will all pafs away when the grave thall pull
“ off the malk, and they go down to the other
£¢ world naked and open,” and appear at the
' . fupreme
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fupreme tribunal in their true charalters; “and
¢ can no more be varnithed over with fradu-
* lent colouring . . -
Others appreﬁend the apoltle here alludes to
fome grand procéffion, in which pageants or ¢m-
blematical figures pafs along the crowded ftreets.
"The ftating crowd wait their appearance with
eager éyes, and place themlelves in the moft
convenient pofture- of obfervation ; they gape
at the pafling fhew ; they follow it with a won-
dering gaze; and now it is paft; and now it
begins to look dim to the fight ; and now it dif-
appears. - Juft fuch is this tranfitory world.
Thus it appears ; thus it attracls the eager gaze
of ménkix}:g; thus it’ ihdrches by in fwift pro-
ceffion from our fight, t0 meet the eyes of o-
thers; and thus it foon vanithes and difap.
pears *.. - | e
And

4 Dunleps Sermons, Vol. I. p. 2¢5. .
® Thus Dr Doddridge underftands the text, Family Expofitor, in -
loc. and thus he beautifully defcribes it in his Hymas.
« The empty pageant rolls along ;
<«¢ The giddy unexpericnc'd throng
* ¢ Puarfue it with enchanted eyes :
¢ It pafleth in fwift march away,
¢ Still more'and more its thnmis decay,
« Till the laft gaody colour dies. o
| , See Hvuw CCLXVILL
Lucian has the beft illuftration of this paffage, in this viéw, that
I have feen, Diavecue XXXII. Murpy's Edit. e "Edimes pos

R R
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And fhall we always be ftupidly ftaring up-
on this empty parade, and forget that world
of fubftantial realities to which we are haften-
ing? No, let us live and at as the expe&tants
of that world, and as having nothing to do
with this world, but only as a {chool, 3 ftate
of difcipline, to educate and prepare us for an-
other. o , '

O! that T could fuccefsfully imprefs this ex-
hortation upon all your hearts! O! that I could
prevail upon you all this day to break off your
over-fond attachment to earth, and to make
ready for immortality ! Could I carry this point,
it would be a greater advantage than all the
dead could receive by any funeral panegyrics
from me. ‘I fpeak for the advantage of the
1iving upon fuch occafions, and not to celebrate
the virtues of thofe who have paffed the trial,
and: received their fentence from the fupreme
Judge. And I am well fatisfied the mourning
‘ o ' reIa-,
§ tiv rdpsmer Bid- wouwy T ,uﬁpafi wg,ﬂo;m’u»" xopnyér St
x; dararen iasa B Tixn, aPogr x wexira Toif v‘r?ﬂwqﬂms
wipale wegodwluoa. T piv yde AaxBSca % Tixn, Bacirixas
Suoxidacs Tidegy 78 iwiSeice, x JpuPdpus wapgdica, 1 T xs-
Parw sidaca vo Sadipars To 8, dixirs ogipa aeiOnee’ Tov O
Tiva, xator dhvas indounor, i 3 dpopPor x5 yihoior wapiosacs
warlodammw 7¢‘g ol pacs dey yerldas T Siwr:  Ioxrauss N N pi-
o Tiie mopws pariBars 78 iy ahpala, ox ivoa is T8 TAG-Da-

Topwivoas, usitaxIncar, era pcrapivaca — "Exeday

;'”5 THg mop WS ’xu;@‘; wepirdn, Tonxavle ixasrG- a’ﬂ"oaa‘; T ?utq~ )
Iy % iéok':a:a:;ané' 5 ynpapls T clual®, sowsp B wg ¥,

‘ ‘Siynlas, wndir W wAncin SaPiper. 2.T.A
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relatives of our deceafed friend, who beft knew
and efteemed his ‘worth, would- be rather of-
fended than pleafed, ‘if I fhould proftitute the
prefent hour to fo mean apurpofe. indeed,
many a charalter lefs ‘worthy of praife -often
makes - a- fhining figure in funeral fermons.
Many-that have not been fuch tender hufbands,
fuch affeCtionate fathers, fuch kind malters,
fuch fincere upright -friends, fo honeft -and
punétual in trade, fuch zealous lovers of reli-
gion and good men, have had their putrifying
remains perfumed with public praife, from a
place fo folemn as the pulpit; but you can wit-
nefs for me it is not my ufual foible to run to
this extreme. My bufinefs is with you, who
are as yet alive to hear me. To youlI call, as
with the voice of your deceafed friend and neigh-
bour, PREPARE! PREPARE for eternity! O if
the fpirits you once kpew while cloathed in
fleth fhould take my. place, would not this be
their united voice; * PREPARE! PREPARE for
‘“ eternity! ye frail fhort-lived mortals! ye
“ near neighbours to the world of fpirits! ye
. “¢ borderers on Heaven or Hell; MAKE REA-
“ py! loofen your hearts from earth, and all
¢ that it contains; weigh anchor, and prepare
“ to launch away to the boundlefs ocean of
¢ eternity, which methinks is now within .
<t your ken, and roars within hearing.” And
remember, ¢ this Ifay, Brethren,” with great
confidence, * the time is fhort : it remaineth
# therefore,” for the future, * that they l:hat
Voo Ll : * have
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» have wives, be as if they had none; and
# they that weep, asif thcy wept not ; and they
- that rejoice, asif they rejoiced not ; and they
“ that buy, s if they poflefied not ; and they
# that ufe this world, as not abufing it: for
% the fathion of this world,”. all its {cheme of
affairs, all the vain parade, all the idle farce of
life, = paffeth away.* And away let it pafs, if
we may at laft obtain a better country, that is,
an heavenly : which may Gop grant for Jesus's
fake. Amen. ,

ks
: )
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SERMO N XXIV.

The Preaching of Curist crucified
‘the mean of Salvation, ’

Le Lol Lacaol i-der 2ot terolol debaobgdcto g

1 CORINTHIANS L 232,23,24, :

For the ews require a fign, and the Grecks feck

after wifdom : but we preach CHRIST erucsfed,

- unto the fews, a flumbling-block, and unto the

~ Greeks, foolifbuefs ; but unto them which are call-

- ed, both Fews and Greeks, CHRIsT the powep
" of Gop, and the wifdsm of Gon. o

S a3 F we fhould confider Chriftianity
3 only as an improvement of natu-

$ 1 & religion, containing a eompleat
I P fyftem of morality, and prefcrib-
HEEEWE fnoa pure plan of worfhip, it is
a matter of the utmoft importance, and wor-
thy of univerfal acceptance. In the one view
it 1s neceflary to inform the world in matters
of fin and duty, and reform their vicious prac-
tices ; and in the other, to put an end to that
foolifh and - barbarous fuperftition which had
over-
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over-run the earth, urder the notion of religi-
ous worfhip. And thefe ends the Chriftian re-
ligion fully anfwers. Never was there fuch a
finithed fyftem of morality,-or fuch a fpiritual
and divine model of worfhip invented .or re-
vealed, as by the defpifed Galilean, and the
twelve fithermen that received- their inftruc-
tions from him, . . : o '
But this is not the principal excellency of the
Gofpel; and did it carry its difcaveries no far-
ther, alas! it would be far from revealing a
fuitable religion for finners. A religion for fin-
ners muft reveal a method of falvation for the
loft, of pardon for the guilty, and of fanictify-
ing grace for the weak-and wicked. . "And,
blefled be Gop, the Gofpel anfwers this end;
- and it is its peculiar excellency -that it does fo.
It is its peculiar excellency that it publifhes a
crucified CHrisT as an all-fufficient Savioyr .to
a guilty perjfhing world. It is its glorious
peculiarity that it reveals a method of falvation
every way honourable to Gop and his govern-
ment, and every way fuitable to our neceffities,
and that is, by the fufferings of CurisT the
founder of this religion. Thisis the ground,
the fubftance and marrow of the Gofpel; and
1t is this, above all other things, that its mi-
nifters ought to preach and inculcate. It fhould
have the fame place in their fermons which it
hasin that Gofpel which it is their bufinefs to
preach, that is, it fhould be the foundation,

the fubftance, the center, and drift of all.
This
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This was the practice of the moft fuccefsful
preacher of the Gofpel that ever bore that com-
miffion, I mean St Pgul. And in this he was
not fingular ; his fellow-apoftles heartily con-
curred with him. * W preach CurisT cruci-
“ fied.* The fufferings of CurisT, which had
a dreadful confummation in his crucifixion;
their neceflity, defign, and confequences, and
the way of falvation thereby opened for a guil-
ty world, thefe are the principal materials of
our preaching; to inftruét mankind in thefe is
the great object of our miniftry, and the un-.
wearied labour of our lives. We might eafily
choofe fubjetts more pleafing and popular,
more fit to difplay our learning and abilities,
and fet off the ftrong reafoner, or the fine ora-.
tor, but our commiffion as minifters of a cruci-
fied Jesus binds us to this fubjett, and the ne-
ceflity of the world peculiarly requires it. Fur-
ther, this was not the apoftle’s occafional prac-
tice, or an hafty wavering purpofe, but he was
determined upon it. * I determined, fays he,
* not. to know any thing among you, fave
* Jesus CHrisT, and him crucified *.* (1 Cor. ii.
2.) This theme, as it were, engrofled all his
thoughts ; he dwelt fo much upon it, asif he
had known nothing elfe; and as if nothing

' ' elle

.. Ox", — Chrift Fefus, even that crucified one. " So Dr Doddn‘d'ge'
renders == ‘Incdr Xpirdy, x5 Wror iravpwpbor. CHRisT JESus,’
and that under the moft ignominious circumftances poffible, wiz,
as ‘crucified, was the principal obje& of his ftudy, and the fub-
ftance of his preaching. ) ’
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elfe had been worth knowing. Indegd he open-
ly avows fuch a neglect and contempt of all
other knowledge in Comparif(m. of this, *I
= count alt things but lofs for the excellency of
= the knowledge of Cur1sT Jesus my Lord(6).”
The Crucifixion of Curis?, which was the moft
ignominious circumftance in the whole courfe
of his "abafement, was an obje&t in which he
gloried ; and he is ftruck with horrer at the
thought of glorying in any thing elfe. * Gop
= forbid, fays he, that I fhaould glory, fave in
= the crofs 6f our Lord Jesus CurisT (c)* In
fhort, he looked upon ‘it as the perfection of
his charalter ‘as a chriftian and an apoftle to
be a conftant ftudent, and a zealous indefati-
gable preacher of the crofs of CHr1sT. '
.~ But though a crucified Jesys was of fo muych.
importance ina religion for finners; though this
- dottrine was the fubftance of the Gofpei and
the principal object of the apoftle’s miniftry;
yet, as it was not the invention of human rea-
fon, fo neither was it agrecable to the proud
reafonings, or corrupt ta(ﬁa of the world. * The -
» preaching of the crofs is to them that perifh,
« foolithnefs.« However, theré were fome that
had the fame féntiment of it with St Pau/; even
ag many “as ‘were in the way of falvation:
# Unto us that are faved, it is the power of
“ Gop,* (ver. 18.) To fuch, that weak and
contemptible thing, the crofs; was the brighteft -
S -~ difplay
(3) Phil, ii. 8. (<) Gal. vi. 14, o
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difplay of divine power to be found in the uni-
verfe. . , '

Mankind had had time enough to try what
expedients their redfon could find out for the
reformation and falvation of a degenerate and

- perithing world.  The fages and philofophers

of the heathen world had had a clear ftage for
many hundreds of years, and they might have
done their utmoft without controul. But alas!
did any of them, amid alltheir boafted im-
provements, fucceed in the experiment? Or
could-they fo much as find out a method in
which finners might be reconciled to their Gop?
No; in this moit interefting point, they were
either ftupidly thoughtlefs, or all their fearches
iffued in,perplexity, or in the moft abfurd and
impious contrivances. * Where is the wife?
# where is the fcribe? where is the difputer of
# this world i Let them appear, and produce
their fchemes npon this head. - But “ hathnot
# Gop made foolifh the wifdom of this world?+
(ver. 20.) Yes, indeed he has by propofing a
method moft perfecly adapted for this end,
which they not only never would have once
thought of, but which, when revealed, their
wifdom cannot relih. Their wildom appears
but folly, in that when they had the world to
themfelves about four thoufand years, they
could not in all that time find out any fuccefs-
ful expedient to amend and fave it. -And now,
if any thing“be done at all; it is time for Gop
to do it; and how ftrange, how unexpected,

Vor. IIL F o ,  bow
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how myfterious was his expedient! and yet
how glorious and effectual! * For after that,
* in the wifdom of Gop, the world by wifdom
# knew not Gop, ‘it pleafed Gop by the fool-.
# ifhnefs of preaching, to fave them that be-
- # lieve.” (ver. 21.) This was the contrivance
for effeCting what all the wifdom and learning
of the world could never effect ; the plain un-
adorned preaching of CrrisT crucified; which,
both. for the matter and manner of it, was
counted foolifhnefs. . v
But how did the world bear this mortifica-
tion: of their intelleCtual pride ? And what re-
ception did this divine fcheme meet with when
revealed? Alas! I am forry to tell you. The'
grejudices of their education were different;
out they were unitedly fet againft the Gofpel.
The Jews had been educated in a religion
eftablifthed by a feries of miracles ; and there-:
fore they were extravagant in their demands
of . this fort of evidence. Notwithftanding all
the miracles CuristT was working daily before
their eyes, they were. perpetually afking him,
# What fign fheweft thou t* Thofe that are re--
folved not to.be convinced: will be always:
‘complaining of  the want of proof, and de-
manding more to vindicate . their. infidelity.
As for the Greeks, their.prejudices were of a-:
nother kind: it was even a’proverb among)
them,  that “ miracles were. for: fools *” and-
therefore they did not defire that fort of evi-
' S dence..
C v ® Qasla woggise -
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dence. - But *they feck after wifdom.* They
had been accuftomed to fine orations, ftrong
reafoning, and a parade of learning ; and thefe
were the evidences they defired to recommend
a doétrine to them. And, finding the dotrine
of CurisT crucified had none of thefe embel-
lithments, they. defpifed and rejected it as fool-
ifhnefs and nonfenfe. o
The method of falvation by the crucifixion
of a fuppofed malefaltor was fo extremely op-
pofite to the reafonings, pride, and prejudices
of Jews and Gentiles, that they could not bear
it. The Jews expelted the Mefliah would ap-
pear as a victorious temporal prince, who, in-
ftead of falling a prey to his enemies, would
fubdue them all with an irrefiftible power, and
-advance the family of David to univerfal em-
pire. And of all other deaths, that of cruci-
fixion was the moft odious and abominable to
- them, becaufe, according to the cuftom of the
Romans, it was the punithment only of flaves,
and by their own law, it was pronounced ac-
~curfed: * for it is written, Curfed is every one
 that hangeth on a tree (4)*. Hence, by
way of contempt, the Jews called the blefled
Jesus, The hanged man *. Nay, this was a
fhock to the faith of the Apoftles themfelves
entil their Jewith prejudices were removed
by better information. . Finding that in-
ftead of fetting up a glorious kingdom, their
- F2 4 _ mafter

(6) Gal.iii. 13, Deut, xxi.23.
: Nt



DR o g0 st EERAILE N L

68 The Preacking of CurisT crucified Serm.z4:

mafter was apprehended by his enemies, and
hung upon a crofs, they had nothing to fay,
but * We trufted this was He that fhould have
# delivered Ifrael:* we fimply thought fo;
but alas! now we fee our 'miftake (c). No
wonder the crofs of CurisT fhould be a ftumb-
ling-block to fuch ashad imbibed fuch notions
of the Mefligh. . When inftead of the power
of figns and miracles, which they were extra-
vagantly demanding, they faw him crucified
in weaknefs, they could not admit the thought
that this was that illuftrious perfon, whom
their prophets had taught them to expeét un-
* der the charatter of an untverfal king. They
were fo dazzled with worldly glory, and fo infen-
fible of their {piritual wants, that they had no
notions of a fpiritual Saviour, and a kingdom
of grace; nor could they fee how fuch prophe«
cies were accomplifhed in one that only pro-
fefled to deliver from the flavery of (%,n and
Satan, and the wrath to come. Hence they
ftumbled at the crofs, as an obftacle which
they could not get over.  When CuxisT called
Lazarus from the.dead, he had crowds of fol-
lowers, who attended his triumphant proceflion
inté Jerufalem as a’ mighty conqueror. And
when he had fed fo many thoufands witha
few loaves, they were about forcibly to maké
him king; for they knew that one who could
raife his foldiers to life after they had been kill-
ed, and fupport an army with fo little p{x_'ovi-

S . fions,

(¢} Luke xxiv. 21, .. .
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fions could eafily conquer the world and ref-
cue them from the power of the Romans. - But
when they faw him feized by his enemies with-
out making refiftance, or working a miracle
for his own defence, they immediately aban-
doned him, and the Hofannas of the multi-
tude were turned into another kind of cry,
# Crucify him, crucify him.* And when they
faw him hanging helplefs and dying upon the
crofs it was demonftration to them that he
_ was an impoftor. It was this that rendered”
the preaching of CurisT by his Apoftes fo
unpopular among the Jews : it {feemed to them
like a panegyric upon an infamous malefactor :
and they thought it an.infult to their nation
to have fuch a one propofed to them as their
Mefliah. Thus CurisT cructfied was to the
Jews a ftumbling-block. - - :

As for the Greeks, who were a learned phi-
lofophical people, it feemed to them the wild-
eft ?olly to worfhip one as a Gop who had
been crucified as a malefaor; and to truft in
one for falvation .who had not faved himfelf.
Their Fupiter had his thunder, and, according
to their tradition, had cruthed the formidable
rebellion of the giants who made war againft
Heaven: their Bacchus had avenged himfelf
upon the defpifers of his worthip; and the
whole rabble of their deities had done fome
god-like exploit, if ‘the fables of their poets
were true. And would they abandon fuch
gods, and receive in their ftead a defpifed Na-

, F i3  zarene,

*
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zarene, who had been executed as the vileft
criminal by his own nation ? Would they give
up all their boafted wifdom and learning, and
become the humble difciples of the crofs, and
receive for their teachers a company of illiterate
fithermen, and a tent-maker from the defpifed
nation' of the Jews, whom they held in the
- utmoft contempt for their ignorance, bigotry, -
-and fuperftition ? No, the pride of their under-
ftandings could not bear fuch a mortification.
If their curiofity led them to be St Paal's hear-

ers, they expected to be entertained with a

flourifh of words, ‘and fine philofophic reafon-
ing; and when they found themfelves difap-
pointed, they pronounced him a babler (4) and
his preaching foolifhnefs.—Corinth, to which
this epiftle was fent by St Pau/, was a noted
city among the Greeks; and therefore, what
he fays upon this head was peculiarly pertinent
and well applied. . g

- The prejudices of Fews and Greeks in this
refpect outlived the apoftolic age, as we learn
from the writings of the primitive fathers of
the Chriftian church, who lived among them
and were converfant with them. Trypho the
Jew, in a dialogue with fuflin Martyr, about
an hundred years after St Pax/ wrote this e-
_ piftle, charges it upon the chriftians ‘as the
greateft abfurdity and impiety, that < they
*¢ placed their hopes in a crucified man”*. Juftin,
S ' after
(d) A&s xvii. 18. -
. ® k7 dvSpumor ravpeSira.vas ivmides woidusros. P 227,
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after long reafoning, conftrains him at length
to make fundry conceffions, as, that the pro-
phecies which he had mentioned did really re-
ter to the Meffiah; and that according to thefe
prophecies, the Mefliah was to fuffer. ¢ But,
‘¢ fays the Jew, that Carist fhould be fo ig-
¢ nominioufly crucified; that he fhould die a
* death which the law pronounces accurfed,
¢ this we cannot but doubt; thisI yet find a
¢ very hard thing to belicve: and therefore if
« you have any farther evidence upon this
« zead, would willingly hear it.”} Here you
fee the crofs was a ftumbling-block which
the Jews could not get over in a hundred
years ; nay, they have not got over it to this

‘day. Laétantius, about three hundred years

after CarisT’s birth, obferves, that the fuffer-
ings of CaRrIST were wont to be caft upon the
Chriftians as a reproach: it was thought a

ftrange and fcandalous thing, that they fhould

worfhip a Man ; a man that had been crucified,
and put to the moft infamous and tormenting
F 4 death

.1 The paflage in full runs thus — Kai § Tpipwr, T i, ipn,
011 %) may TO Y@ npwr Tor Xpisdr ixdixeras, x oT¢ wacas o
yeaPal ds ipng, ei durdy dipmTas, SporoySper ) 674 78 'Tnod; dre-
pa Sdvowmani pe 73 W Navy did imueandiy ixdivus ixe x wedg
TWrd, % TETS Pt e i k) dripes svrTes savpediar T Xpirds,
emopipe imxaldppT® yde & savpipn® iy vy wpw AlyiTas e
yas: drs wegs Tire duty Svowdsa; ixw. wadnrdh pb Td Xeisdy
31 o yegQal mupvocuos, Qavegdy i & Jdid W b 75 vipw xeo
iump)w waSug, Berdpueda pader, o ixes ) wopl 740 avedwtai.
P. 317. Apud Jotinam Lutet, Parifior. 1615, -
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death” by -men*. An heathen, in Minutius
Felix, is introduced as faying,  He who re-
‘ prefents a man punifhed for his crimes with
“ the fevereft punifhment, and the favage
« wood of the crofs, as the object of their
« worfhip, and a ceremony of their religion,
¢ afcribes a very proper altar to fuch abandon-
¢« ed and wickccf creatures, that they may
< worfhip that which thoy deferve to hang up-
% on.}” And referring to the barbarous per-

fecutions they then groaned under, he jeers

them; ¢ See here, fays he, are threatenings
¢ for-you, punifhments, tortures, and croffs,
“ not to be adored, but endured +.” “ The calum-
“ niating Greeks, fays Athanafius, ridicule us,
“ and fet up a broad laugh at us, becaufe we
¢« regard nothing fo much as the crofs of
¢ Curist §.” .

Thus, you fee the dotrine of the crofs
was, of all other things, the moft unpopular
among Jews and Gentiles, and the moft dif-

agreeable

" ® _ Paffionem quz velut opprobrium nobis objeQari folet:
quod & bomizem,; & ab hominibus infigni fupplicio affe@tum & ex-
eruciatum colamus — De ver. Sap. L. 1V. c. 16. :

1 Qui hominem fumme fupplicio pro facinore punitum, & cru-
¢is ligna feralia eorum Ceremonias fabulatur, congruentia perditis
feeleratifque tribuit altaria, ut id colant quod merentur. P. g.

+ Ecce vobis mine, fupplicia, tormenta, etiam xon adorandee,
Jed fubeunde cructs, P. 1. '

. § = MiaCiarnrac EANwng xAmadugs, 1 wAard yidoos xad
apant 83 iTepg 0 T ravedr 78 Xpiss wogaPbegrric. Orat. contrs
Gent. P. 1.
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agreeable to their tafte. A man could never ex-
¢t to fhine, or to cut a figure as a man of
fenfe and learning, by making this the fubject
of his difcourfes. But will Pau/ give it up,
and difplay his talents upon fome more accept-
able theme? This, as a fine fcholar, he was
very capable of ; but he abhors the thought.
“ Let the Jews and Grecks defire what they
¢ pleafe; we, fays he,. will not humour them
< nor gratify their tafte: however they take
¢ it, we will preach CuRr1sT crucified ; :Kough
“ to.the Jews he fhould prove a ftumbling-
¢« block, and to the Greeks foolifhnefs. And
«¢ there are fome that relith this humble doc~
¢ trine. To them that believe, both Jews and
<« Greeks, whether learned or unlearned, whe-
«¢ ther educated in the Jewifh or Pagan reli-
¢ gion, however different their prejudices, or
¢« their natural taftes, to all that believe, not-
« withftanding thefe differences, CurisT, that
¢ is, * CHRIST crucified, is the power of Gop
* and the wifdom of Gop.* The wifdom and
power of Gob are not the only perfetions that
fhine in this method of falvation by the crofs;
but the apoftle particularly mentions thefe, as
directly anfwering to the refpective demands
of Jews and Greeks. If the Jew defires the fign
of power in working miracles, the believer fees
in CHrisT crucified a power fuperior to all the
powers of miracles. If the Greek feeks after
wifdom, here, in a crucified CurisT, the wif-
dom of Gop fhines in the higheft perfe\q)iv'tif:.
=
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Whatever fign or wifdom the Jew or Greek de-
fires and feeks after, the believer finds more -
than an equivalent in the crofs. This is the
greateft miracle of power, the greateft myfte-
ry of wifdom in all the world.

The prejudices of the Jéws and Gentiles were
not confined to the early ages of Chriftianity.
The fame depraved tafte, the fame contempt
of the humble doérines of the crofs may be
found among us, though profefled Chriftians :
fome refemble the Jews, who were perpetually
demanding figns: they affect vifions and im-
pulfes, and all the reveries of enthufiafm, in-
ftead of the preaching of CarisT crucified.
Others, like the Greeks, through an affectation
of florid harangues,” moral difcourfes, and a
parade of learning and é)hilofophy, naufeate
this fort of preaching, and count it foolifhnefs.
It is therefore high time for the minifters of
the Gofpel to ftand up as advocates for the
crofs ; and with a pious obftinacy to adhere to
this fubject, whatever contempt and ridicule it
may expofe them to. For my part I know
not what I have to do, 4s a minifter of the
Gofpel, but to preach CurisT crucified. I
would make him the fubftance, the center,
the end of all my miniftrations. *“ And if we,
“or an Angel from Heaven preach unto you
“ any other Gofpel —you know his doom —let
# him be accurfed.** .

‘ We

{¢) Gal.i.9. '
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We are to confider the apoftles as fent out
into the world to reform and ‘fave the corrupt

. and perithing fons of men, and the preaching

of Curist crucified as the mean they ufed for
this important end. This is the formal view
the apoftle had of preaching CrrisT in this
place, viz. as a mean found out by the wifdom
of Gob to fave them that believe, after that.all
the wifdom of the world had tried in vain to
find out a method for this end. This is evident
from wer. 21. * After that the world by all its
« wifdom knew not Gop, it pleafed Gop by the
# foolifhnefs : of preaching,® that is, by the
preaching a crucified Saviour, which the world
counts foolithnefs, * to fave them that believe.*
This is the excellency of this preaching, this is
the reafon why the apoftle could not be pre-
vailed upon by any motive to defert it, that it
was the only mean of falvation. And it is in
this view I now intend to confider it. And if
~ your everlafting falvation be of any importance
to you certainly this fubject demands your
moft ferious attention. .

I have been the longer in explaining the con-
text, becaufe it is {o clofely conneéted with the
fubject I have in view, and reflects light upon
it. And I fhall only add, that preaching
CHuRIST crucified is the fame thing as preaching
falvation through the fufferings of Curist.
His fufferings were of long continuance, even
from his conception to his refurrettion ; and
they were of various kinds, poverty, wcar}- |

o nefs,

*
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nefs, and labour, hunger and thirft, contempt
and reproach, buffeting, fcourging, and a thor-
ny crown. But there are two words, which
by a Synecdoche are often ufed in feripture to
fignify all his fufferings of every kind, from
firt to laft; viz. his bood, and Jus crofi.  And
the reafon is, the thedding of his hlood, and
the death of the crofs, were the worft kind and
higheft degree of his fufferings. ‘In his cruci:
fixion all his other fufferings were united and
centered : this was a compleat fummary, and
confummation of them all ; and therefore, they
. are all frequently included under. this. In this
Jatitude I fhall ufe the word in this difcourfe ;
which I hope you will take notice of, that no
part of the meaning may efcape you. '
- ~ Our enquiry fhaltbe - o
- 'What are the reafons that the preaching of
CurisT crucified is, above all others, the beft;
and the only effectual mean for the falvation of
finners? S
. Thefe reafons may be reduced under two ge-
neral heads, vzz. That through the crucifixion
of Curist, and through that only, a way is
really opened for the falvation of finnerse—
And that the preaching of Curist crucified
makes fuch a:difcovery of things, as has the
moft direct tendency to bring them to -
tance, and produce in them that temper wﬁich
1s negeﬁ‘ary to falvation. Or, in other words,
in this way falvation is provided, and finners are
- P ' ' made
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made fitto enjoy it; both which are abfolutes

1y neceffary. - o
Our world is deeply and univerfally funk in
fin. Men have caft contempt upon the divine
government, broken the divine law, and fo in-
curred its penalty; they have forfeited the favour
of Gop, and rendered themfelves liable to his dif~
pleafure. Had mankind continued innocent,
there would have been no difficulty in’ their
cafe. It would be very plain whit would be
fit for the divine government to do with duti-
ful fubjects. ‘But alas! rebellion againft Gop
has made its entrance into our world, ‘and al
its inhabitants are up in arms againft Heaven.
This has thrown all into confufion, and render-
ed it a perplexing cafe what to do with them:
In one view indeed, the cafe is plain, w7z. that
~proper punithments fhould be executed upon
them. - This would appear evidently juft to
the whole univerfe, and no objection could be
made againft it, though the criminals thems
felves, who are parties, and therefore not fit
judges, might murmur againft 1t as unmerci-
fuland fevere. But the difficulty is; how fuch
rebels may not only be delivered from the pu-
nifhments they deferve;but made happy forever?
If they cannot be faved in a way that difplays
the perfeétions of Gop, and ‘does honour to
his government, a way in which fin will meet
with no encouragement, but on the other hand,
an effedtual warning will be given againft it;
a way in which depraved creatures may be f:gmc:‘:
L tified,

*

-
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tified, and made fit for the pure blifs of Heaven ;
1 fay, if they cannot be faved in fuch a way as
this, they cannot be faved at all: their falva-
tion is quite impoffible ; for each of thefe par-
ticulars is of fuch importance, that it cannot
be difpenfed with. Gop is the beft and moft
lorious being in himfelf, and it is infinitely fit
_ﬁe fhould do juftice to his own perfettions,
and exhibit them in the moft Godlike and
glorious manner to his creatures: to do other-
wife would be to wrong himfelf, to obfcure
the brighteft glory, and difhonour the higheft
excellency. This therefore cannot be done:
men and angels muft be happy, in a way con-
fiftent with ﬁn glory ; otherwife they muft pe-
rith: for the difplay of his glory is a. greater
" good, and a matter of more importance than
the happinefs of the whole creation. Gop is
alfo the moral governor of the world. And
his government over our. world is.a govern--
ment over a country of rebels: and that is a
tender point, and requires a judicious manage-
ment. An errar in government in fuch a cafe
may have the moft fatal confequences, both as
to the ruler, and his fubjets in all parts of his
dominions. A private perfon may, if he
pleafe, give up his rights, may pardon offend-
ers, and conceal his juftice, and other quali-
ties for government. But a ruler is not at li-
berty in this cafe. He muft maintain his cha-
ratter, make known his capacity for govern-
ment, and fupport the dignity of the law <
: ' other-

R ,
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otherwife, all might rufh into confufion and
lawlefs violence. " If the ruler of a fmall king-
dom on our little globe fhould fail to difcover
his juftice ; if he fhould pardon criminals, and.
admit them into favour, and into pofts of hon~
our and profit, without giving proper expref-
fions of his difpleafure againft their conducét,
and a ftriking warning againft all difobedience,
how fatal would be the confequences ? how foon-
would fuch a ruler fall into contempt, and his
government be unhinged? And how foon
would his kingdom become a fcene of confu-
fion and violence ? Criminals might like fuch
an adminiftration : but, I appeal to yourfelves,
‘would you choofe to-live under it? Now how
much maore terrible and extenfively mifchievous
would be the confequences, if the univerfal
ruler of men and angels, and of more worlds
than we have heard the fame of, fhould ex-
ercife fuch a government over our rebellious.
world? It would be reproachful to himfelf;.
~and it would be injurious to his fubjeéts: in
fhort, it might throw heaven and earth, and.
unknown regions of the univerfe, into confu-.
fion4. He muft therefore difplay his own
reCtoral virtues ; he muft maintain the honour.
of his government, he muft thew his difplea-
fure againft difobedience, and deter his fub-.
jects from it; 1 fay, he muft do thefe things

: . I

+ Pardoning fin, receiving into' favour, and befowing happi-
nefs, are not to be confidered in this cale as pfivate:favours ; bue
they are alls of government. .
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_ in faving the finners of Adam’s race ; or he can-
not fave them at all. Should he fave them
upon other terms, it would refle€t difhonour
upon himfelf arid his adminiftration; and-it
would be injurious to the good of the whole,
‘which is always the end of a wife ruler; for
the favour thus injudicioufly fhewn to a part
of the creation in our world might occafion a
more extenfive mifchief in other more import-
ant worlds ; and fo it would be promoting a
private intereft to the detriment of the public,
which is always the charaéter of a weak or
wicked ruler. Again, finners cannot be faved,
until their difpofitions be changed, fo that they
can relith and delight in the fgruition and em-
ployments of the heavenly ftate. Provifion
therefore muft be made for this; otherwife,
their falvation is impoffible, ‘ :

- Now the way of falvation through Curist
crucified moft compleatly anfwers thefe ends
in the moft illuftrious manner. .

- 1. The falvation of finners in this way
gives the brighteft difplay of the perfections of
Gop, and particularly of thofe that belong to
him as the fupreme ruler of the rational world,
and maintains the honour of his government.

- Juftice and clemency, duly tempered, and
exercifed with wifdom, is a fummary of thofe
virtues that belong to.a good ruler. Now thefe -
are moft illuftrioufly difplayed in a happy -con-
junétion in Curist crucified. Juftice thines
brighter than if every fin had been punifhed

upon




Serm.24. .~ the mean.of Sakuation. - 8r.

upon offenders, without any mercy ; and mercy
and clemency fhine brighter: than if every fin.
had been pardoned, .and every finner. made
happy, without any execution of juftice. Mercy
appears in turning the divine mind with fuch a-
ftrong {gropenﬁty’ upon the falvation of finners ;

- and juftice appears, in that when the heart of
Gop was fo much fet upon it, yet he would
not fave them without a compleat fatisfaction
to his juftice. Mercy appears in providing
fuch a Saviour; and juftice, in infi@ing the
punifhment due to fin upon him, without a-
batement, though he loved him more than the
whole univerfe of creatures. Mercy, in tranf-
ferring the guilt from the finner upon the fure-
ty, and accepting a vicarious fatisfaction: juftice,,
i exacting the fatisfaction, and not pafling by,
~fin; when it was but imputed to the darling
Son of Gop. :Mercy, in pardoning and faving
guilty finners: juftice, in punifhing their fin.
Mercy, in juftifying them though deftitute of
- all perfonal merit and. righteoufnefs : juftice,
" in juftifying them only and entirely on ac-
count of the merit and righteoufnefs of CurisT
Thus the righteoufnefs or juftice of Gop is
~ declared .not only in the punifhment, but in
the remiffion of fins (f): and we:are juftified freely
through his grace, and in:the mean time by
the redemption that is in Jesus CHRIST (ver.24.)
Mercy appears in providing a.Saviour of fuch
infinite dignity : juftice, in refufing a fatisfac-
Vor. 111 G, . .- tion,

: (/) Rom. iii. 26. ' '
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© tion from an inferior perfon. Mercy, in for-
- giving fin: juftice, in forgiving not fo much
a8 one -fin without a fufficient  atonement.
Mercy, rich free mercy towards the finner;
juftice, (i€t inexorable juftice towards the
furety. In fhort, mercy and juftice, as it were,
~ walk hand:in hand through every flep of
this amazing fcheme. ‘They are not only glo-
rious-each of them apart, but. they mingle
their beams, and reflet a glory upon ecach
other, By this fcheme of falvation by the crofs
of CurisT alfo the honour of the divine go-
vernment is fecured and advanced. The cle-
mency and compaflion of Gop towards his
rebellious fubjets are moft illuftrionfly di_fpla‘y*
ed, butin the mean time he takes care to fe~
cure the facred rights of his government.
Though innumerable multitudes of rebels are’
pardoned; yet not one of them is pardoned
until their rebellion is ;punifhed according to
its demerit in the perfon of the furety. - The
precept of the law, which they had broken,
was perfattly obeyed s the penalty which they
had meurred was fully endured, not by them-
felves indeed, but by one that prefented him~
felf 1h thelr place ;-and it is only on this foot-
ing they are received:into faveur. $o that the
law is ‘magnified, and made honourable, and
the rights- of government are preferved facred
and inviolable, and yet the prifoners of juftice
are fet free, and advanced to the higheft hon-
curs and bleflednefs. S
R 2. In
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2. In this way of falvation Gop’s hatred to
fin is difcovered in the moft ftriking light;
the evil of fin -is expofed,in the moft dreadful
colours; and fo-an effetual warning is given
to all worlds to deter them from it. Now it
appears that fuch is the divine hatred againft all
fin, that Gop can by no means connive at it,
or fuffer it to pafs without punithment; and
that all the infinite benevolence of his nature

“towards " his creatures cannot prevail upon
‘him to pardon the leaft fin without an ade-
quate fatisfaltion. Nay, now it appears, that
when:fo malignent and abominable a -thing is
but imputed to his dear Son, his co-equal, his

darling, his favourite, even He could not efcape
unpunifhed, but was made a monument of
vindictive juftice to all worlds. And what can
more ftrongly expofe the ¢vil of fin? It is fuch
an intolerably malighant and abotinable thing,
that even a Gop of infinite mercy and grace
cannot et the leaft inftance of it pafs unpun-
ifhed. It was not a fmail thing that could
arm his juftice againft the Son of his love. But
when he was but made fin for us, and was
rfeflly. innocent in himfelf, Gop fpared net
is-own Son, but delivered him up unto death,
the fhameful, tormenting, and-accurfed death
of thecrofs. Go, yefools, that makea mock
at fin, go and learn its malignity and dement
at the crofs of Jesus. - Who is it that hangs
there writheing in the agonies of death, lus
hands and feet pierced with nells, his fide with
<. G2 ) lfPﬁf. '
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(a fpear, hisface bruifed with blows, and drench-
.ed with tears and blood; his heart melting like
:wax, his. whole frame racked and djsjointed;
.forfaken by his friends, and even by his Father,
-tempted by devils, . and infulted by men? Who
s this amazing {pectacle of woe and torture?
It is JEsus, .the eternal Word of Gop; the
yman that is his fellow ; his elect, in whom his
foul delighteth ; his beloved Son, in whom he
11s well-pleafed. And what has he dong ? He
.did no wickednefs ; he knew po fin; but was
-holy, harmlefs, undefiled, and feparate from
finners. ; And .whence then all thefe dreadful
fufferings from Heaven, Earth, and Hell?
-Why, - he only ftood.in the law-place of fin-
-ners; he only received  their fin by impu-
.tation. And yon' fee what it has brought
~,upon him: you fee how low it has reduced
“him: and what an horrid evil muft that be,
:which has fuch tremendous confequences even
.upon the darling of Heaven? O! what ftill
- :more dreadful havock. would it have made, if
-it had. been punifhed upon the finner himfelf
.in his own perfon? Surely, all the various mi-
-feries which have been infliCted upon our guil-
,ty. world in all ages, and even all the punifh-
.,ments. of . Hell, do not fo loudly, proclaim the
~ :terrible defert and malignity of fin, as the crofs
- -of CamisT ! \And hence it tollows, that in,this
:way of falvation, the moft effectyal warning.is
- ¢given to:the whole upiverfe to ‘deter them from
rdifohedience. ' Rebgls.are pardoned,; and made
R Y happy,
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happy, without making’ & bad precedent, or’
ging any encouragement to others to repeat’
the tranfgieflion.- And this was the tender and:
eritical point. If rebels can’be pardoned -with-
out refleCting’ difhonour uport the government
and doing injury to the fotiety, 1t 1s welk:- but
how this {hall be done, is”the difficulty. ~But
by the ftrange expediént of a crucified Saviour
all the difficulty is removed. Sinners can no
more prefume -upon fin, with a pretence that
the fupreme’ ruler has no great indignation
againft it;" of that there is no great evil in‘it §
for, ‘as I obferved, his hatred to-fin, and the
infinite malignity’ of it appear no wheré inf
fo ftriking and:awful a light as-in the crofs of’
Carist. Let a>reafonable dreature take but
one ferious 'view' of thdt and-fure -he muft
ever after tremble at the' thought of the feaft
fin. - Again, "theugh finners ‘are pardoned in
this' way, et no‘ehcouragément is given to the
various ‘territoriés of the divifi¢ dominions to
flatter themfelves that they alfo will be forgiven
in cafe they fhould imitate the tace of man in
their rebellion.”- There is but one inftance
that we know of in the whole univerfe of the
forgivenefs- of fin, and the réftoration of re-
bels into favour, and we 'are'fo happy as ta
find ‘that only inftance-in‘our guilty world.
But'what 4 firanige revolution‘has been brotight
about, what amazing '‘miracles have ";bee)}‘ .
wrought in order to prépare-'the whay for it
The eternal Sofi of Gop muft become a man; -
S G 3 ' and
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and die the death of a criminal and 4 flave up-
on the crofs. The very firft effort of pardon~
ing grace went thus far; and is it poffible it
hould go-any farther? or is there reafon to
hope that fuch a miracle fhould often be re-
peated ? that the Son of Gop fhould hang wp-
an a crofs as often as any race of creatures
may fall into fin? Such hopes receive a damp:
from the cafe of the apoftate angels, for whom:
he refufed to die and aflume the office of a
Saviour. Or 15 there any-other being, that
can perform that tafk for fome other kingdom
of rebels which Carist has difcharged for the
{ons of men?> No; he only is equal to it ; and
naone elfe has fufficient dignity, power, or lave.
This therefore muft firike a, terror into 3ll
worlds at the thought of fin, and leave them
no umbrage to prefume they fhall efcape pu-
nifhment, when they obferve that thie redeem-
ed from among men could not be faved but at
-fo prodigious an ¢xpence, and that the fallen
angels are fuffered to perifh without any falva<
tion provided for them atall. -~ .~
3. In this way provifion is made for the
fan&ification of finners that they may be fit
for the fruitions and employments of the heat
venly ftate. Their tafte is fo vitiated that they
have no relifh for that pure blifs, and therefore
can no more be happy there, than a fick man
can relifh the entertainments of a feaft. And
they are fo far gone with the deadly difeafs of
fin, that they are not.able to recover themfelves;
o - o nay,
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nay, théy are not fo much as difpefed to ufe
means for thatend. They are eftranged from
Gop, and engaged in rebellion againfk him;
and they love to contmue fo. They wil not
fubmit, nor return to their duty and allegtance,
Hence there is need of a fuperior pawer
to fubdue their ftubborn hearts, and fweetly
eonftrain them to fubjettion; to infpire them
with the love of Gop, and an impldcable. de<
teftation of all fin. And for this purpofe this
h;l)ly Spirit of .Gop is fent into the world : for
this purpofe he is at wotk from age 10 age up-
on the hggrts of men. And though he'l:ge n:ﬁ??
ungratefully refifted, grieved, and defpitefully
tréated, and he ‘gives up many to the lufts of
their own hearts, yet, numerous and glotious
are the conquefts he has gained over rebellious
finners. Many a ftubborn will has he fweetly
fubdued : m;y an heart of ftone has he foften-
ed, and diffolved into ingenuous repentance
Iike fnow before the fun : many a depravdd foul
has he purified, and at length brought to the
heavenly ftate in all the ‘beauties of perfect
liolinefs.. And hence it is that thereis any fuch -
thing as true religion to be found upon earth,,
and that any of the foris of men are recovered
to obedience and happinefs. . But for .this iny
éffimable bleffing we are indebted to a erucified
Currs?. It isthe dear purchafe of his blood,
and had it not been fo:purchafed, it would
never Have been communicated to our guilty
wofld; and confequemtly never would one

= G 4 rebel
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rebel have fubmitted, never would: one heart:

have felt the love of Gon, among all the fons

of men. .

: Thus, ‘my. Brcthren. you fee a- way is really‘
opened for the falvation of finners through the
crucifixion of Curist.’ And O! what an a-

mazing, unexpected, myﬁenaus way! how

far beyond the reach ‘of human wifdom! and

how: bright a difplay of the divine!. To difplay.

the perfections of Gop by occafion of fin more

illuftrioufly than if fin had never entered into

the;world,” and: thus 'bring the greateft good

outwf the greateft evil—to pardon: and. faye,
the. ﬁnncr, and .yet condemn and pumfh hls

fin -tb give the. brighteft difplay of juftice in

the fréeft exercife of :mercy ; and the richeft.

dxfoavery :of mercy.in the maft rigorous execu-
tian-of. juftice < to difmifs rebels from punifhx
ment, :and advante: them fo the higheft, hons
ours,and. ‘yet fecure and evén: advance thehon-,
dur of the government againft which they:
had rebelled — to give the moft effetual warn-:

ing againft fin,even ux:réwarding -the finner.y
and to let it »pafs unpunithed, .without making;
a-bad precedent, or giving any_encouragementy
toit— tomagnify . the.law.in juftifying thofg,
that -hdd broken! it —to dif¢qver -the utmeft;
Hatred: againft fin,_in.thowing the higheft love

to theifinner — what an aftonithing Gop-like,

fcheme is this! “What 'a ftupendeus:difplay of.

the .infinite. wifdom. of . Gop!;: Could. the Se-.
cmtess, the Plato’s, and other oracles of the
; L heathen

. 5.’!
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heathen world ever have found,out an expedient:
to anfwer this end, and reconcile thefe feeming
contiadictions! No ; this would have non-
plufed men and angels, for in what a ftrange;
unthought-of way is it brought -about?: That
the Son of Gop fhouild become the.fon of man;,
the head of the univerfe appear in the form of.
a fervant; the: author of ;all life die upon a-
crofs ;- the law-giver. become the fubject of his
own law, and fuffer-its penalty, though per
feCtly innocent ; who would ever have thonght
of fuchftrange events as thefe? This is to:accom=;
plith aftonithing things: in an aftonifhing way.
You: may as well fet an human underflanding’
to-draw, .the plan of a: woﬂd ‘as:to form fuch,
a fcheme as.this. Ot ;s,all divige ; 1t is the:
wondgr; of angels and the greatcfh mlraclq m,
the univerfe; - . - U
. Thus;, you fee, thcre,ave vqry -gnod; mfons..
redqt;lble te:this head, why, the crofsiof CHRIsT,
- fhould. be the grand' weapon to deftroy -the:
kmgdomrof darknefs,-and. refcue fumers,(and‘
brmg them, into a ftate of liberty and glory: i
: And there are reafons, eqpally d,mpprtante
‘that fall under the other head, vsz. That-the,
preal;hmg of CurisT crucified makes fuch a;

difcovery of things, ashas the moft:direCtten-

dency to bring finnersto. xépentange, and pro-,

duce.in them that temper which g mece aryZ

to their falvation. - ., . _ ST .

Ifa reprefentatmn of. thc moft- mpvmg, the;

mo& alhmrg and_meoft glarming mattqrs éaél.
affe
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#ffe@ the mind of man, certainly the predeh-
ing of  the crofs cannot be without effe ; for,

- 1. 'The preachitig of a crucified Saviour gives

the ftrongeft aflurance fo the guilty fons of
men  that their offended Gop 1s reconcilable
to them and willing to reesive them into favour
- again, upon their penitent return to him. The'

ovifien  he- has ‘made for thid end, and
paeticularly - his ‘appeinting his Son to be
their Savlour, and delivering hint up to the
death: of the crofs for them, leaves no roem
~ for doubt upon this head. It is full demon-

frration that he is not only willing, but that'
liis heart is earneftly fet upon reconciliation ;

otherwife he would not lave been at fuch ine

finite painsand expenice to rémeve obftruétions,
and clear the way for it. - Now this is an affu-
rance that the light of nature could never give.

I¢ leaves us-dregdfully in the dark. And in- -

deed, nothing but an exprefs declaration from'

Gobd hithfelf ‘¢asi inform 118 what he iritends
to do witly critninals-that ke entirely at merey,

and thut betifay do what He pleafes with. The
heathen werld'were either ftupidly thoughtefs
about this- point, or full of anxiety, and
thair philofophers, amid alftheir boafted know-
ledge, could only offer them plaufilide con-
jeCtures. And yee this ‘affurance 1 neceflary
to keep- uﬁ'.mﬁgwn':iﬂ' the werld, and encou-
rage rem :

for with what heart ¢can théy ferve that Gop,
a to whom tliey fear he will aecept of nofer-

- vice

ious finners to retusfi to obedieneey
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vite at their hands, or return ’tztt;jem, v’;heu
' have no encout: t will re-
?;ze\}x’e them ? The hmmme the
2“ repentance and all attempts ﬂar re-
'mation ;- andwhm once the finner eon~
clades there is no hope, he ks down inactive
and fullen in defpair, or. confitms himfelf in
zmpemtemc, and gives the fall rein to his lufts,
‘This the plalmift obferved long ago: * There
# 3 forgivenefs with thee, OLDRD, that thow
“ maylk be fearsd (g)." The fiar of Gen s
* eften’ ufed in. feri tuufm'thewholcofxeli«-
gion; and fo it {cems taken here. As muek.
as to fay, “ There is forgivenele with thee ;
“ and thow haft affured us of it;- that re
* might be preferved in. the world; that man<
“ Kigd may not-abandon thy Rrvie¢ as whel-
:Lfm vain 5 or give up themfelves:to fin, 48
of acceptance upoi thei repenc
4 tance. O! what - an acdeptable affaraned
muft thisbe to 2 guilty ‘trembling fibker! And
how fuitable a remeédy to fitch. firhery i dhe
preaching of the.crofsof Carsst, wlneh ajone
gives them this weleorne aﬂhraace! :
" . 2. The preaching of a crucified Savmrgms
the moft moving difplay of the leve-of Gop, and
love is a firong attraétive torepentatieeand obe-
dience. There cannot-be {o fireng ah expreffion
of love a5 the fufferings of Cirss¥: -For Gop to
give us kfe, and breath, - mdiallﬁﬁhgs what is
this, in companfon of the gnft of his Son, and
SRR SRR thOfe
(:) PMMt
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thofe imamortal bleflings which.he has purchafed
with hjs blood? Toereate fuch.a:world-as this
for our refidence, to furnifh it with fuch a rich
variety of bleflings for our accommodation, and
to exercife a tender providence over us.every
moment of our lives, thisi5 amazing love and
goodnefs. But what is this_in comparifon of
his dying love? To fpeak an all-creating word,
and to hang and agonize and expire upon a
crofs ; to give us the bleflings of the earth, and
to.give the blood of his’ heart ; , thefe are very
different things: they wilk.niot hold compari-
fon, o e a0
.- My Brethren, let me make anexperiment
upon you with. the crofs:of:CuristT, and try
with that; weapon to flay your fins, dnd -break
your hearts. . Can you view fuch agoniés,. and
queftion;the ‘love that epdured them? /Or¢an
you plage yourfelves under the warns beams of
ghat love, gnd.yet feel no:Jove kindled in yout
heayts 1p rgtuzn ?, - Wihat! .not the 'lowe of .a
worm for, thedying love of @ Gop ! The.apoftlé
Fobn xeafoms -very- natyrally, when he fays
# We love him, hecaufg he fieft loved us (4).*
Love-for love is but dreafonable retaliation ;
efpecially, the.love of 3 redqemned. finned:for the
love of ;a.crucified $Sawioyr...:St. Paul feli -thé
energy of this love drrefiflible: * The love df
# CHRJIST %opﬁnjaine,thﬁs,_(i )s" or according to
the emphafis. of  the original word *,.it:carszes
T ,';;{ RIS i ":fi’;‘}‘ il U8
“ i (&) 1]John iv. 19. (i) 2Cor.v. 14.
. 1 owixe. So Dr Doddridge tignflates it, = « -

+
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‘us awiy, like a refiftlefs torrent.. “And it
‘peared to him fo fhocking, that he could not
.mention it without weeping, that any fhould
be enemies to the crofs of Curist (). Hedir
'what ‘expectations ke had from the energy of
‘his. crofs; * who “himfelf - hung upon it: # E
# fays he, if Ibe lifted up from the earth, will
4 draw all'men unto.me (/).* This the evan-
:gelift teaches us to underftand of the mannet
~ of his death,. vsz. his being raifed up - from
‘the earth, and fufpended on the crofs. " There,
finners, he hung to attract.your love ; and can
you refift the force of this attration, this al-
-mighty magnet? Jesus, if I may fo fpeak, ex-
pecls that this will carry all before it : that every
Ainner who fees him hanging there will imme-
‘diately melt into repentance, and be drawn to
him by the cords of love. And O! can you
find in your hearts to refift? Where then is
-gratitude? Is that generous (frinciple quite dead
:within_you? I muft honeftly tell you, if the
Jove:of a crucified Saviour does not attrac
your love, nothing elfe will : you will conti-
‘nue his enemies, and perith as fuch. Thisis
the moft powerful inducement that can be pro-
-pofed to you, all the reafonings of the ableft
:philofophers, all the perfudfions of ‘the minif-
ters of the Gofpel,” all the goodnefs of Gop in
_«reation and providence, will" never prevail
apon you, if your hearts are proof againft the
attration of ‘the crofs. "But, blefled be his
b b he ... name
(/) John xii. 32.

e e

s Lo (k) Phl did 18,
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name ‘who died upon it, many an obftinate
and relucant heart has this crofs allured and
fubdoed : and O! that. we may all feel its
fweet conftraints!

: ﬁui; The preaching of CarisT crucified gives |

fuch a reprefentation of the evil of fin, and the
dreadful punifhment due to it, as naturally
tends to turn finners from it, and bring them
to repentance. In the crofs of Curist the
finner may fec what malignity there is in fin,
‘when it brought fuch heavy vengeance on the
head of the furety. There the finncr may fee
hew Gob hates it, when he punithed it {o fo-
yerely in his beloved Son.  If the almighty re-
deemer funk undet the load, how the
feeble finner bear up under it? If Gpo fpared
not his own Son, who was but a furety, how
<an the finner efcape, who is the original
debtor ? O finners, never call it cruel that Gop
‘fhould punith you for your fins; fo he deait
with Jesus, his favourite; and how can you
hope for more favour? Read the nature of fin
as written in charatters of blood on thé crofs
of CrrisT, and furely you can make light of
itno mere. You muft tremble at the

thought of it ; and immediately reform and re-
pent of it. All the harangues of moralifts

upon the intrinfic deformity, the unreafona-.

blenefs, the incongruity of vice, can never re-
prefent it in fuch a fhiocking light, as you may
view it in the {ufferings. of Jesus. Curist.
And can you look upon your fins piercing him,

. ftretching
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ftretching him upon the.crofs, and flaughtering
him, ang yet'noI;mxlnoqm' over them? O! can
you indulge the murderous things that thed his
blood ? Then you practically pronounce him an
impoftor, and join the cry of the Jewifh raba
ble, # Crucify him; crycify him,» =~
4. The preaching of Curist crucified pres
fentsus with fuch a fperfe& pattern of obedience,
as has at once the force of an example and an
inducement to holinefs We need no longer
view the law in theory : we fee it reduced infa
pradtice, and prefented to the life, in the whola
of our Lorp’s conduét towards Gon and man.
We fee one in our nature, ypon our guilty
globe, in our circumftances, -bebaving exadly,
agreeable to the divine law, anq leaving us an
example that we might follow his fteps. And
fhall we not delight to imitate our beft friend,
and the moft perfe& pattern that ever was
exhibited? O! how fweet to walk as he walk-
od in the world, and to trace the fteps of his
lovely feet? Until the dottrine of the crofs was
introduced, the world was fadly at a lofs about
a rule of duty. All the admired writings of
Pagan antiquity canpot furnith out one com-~
plga;}'yﬁqm. even of merality, but here we have
a perfet law, and a perfect example, which
has the force of a law. Therefore, let us be fol-
lowers of this incarnate Gop, as dear children.
-+~ For an application, .
. 1. Hence we may learn our great happinefs
1n enjoying the preaching of CurisT qpuciﬁex}.
-0 : t
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It is but a very fmall ‘part of the world that
has heard this joyful found; and the time has
been, when none of the fons of men enjoyed
it in that full evidence which we are favoured
with. Now fince it pleafes Gop' by this fool-
ithnefs of preaching to fave them that believe,
fince this ‘1s the moft effe¢tual’ mean for our
recovery from fin and ruin; how great, how
diftinguithing, how peculiar is our privilege!
It becomes ‘us, my Brethren, to know our
happinefs, that we may be thankful. How
few among ‘the fons of men enjoy this privi-
Iege! How does the whole world lie in wick-
ednefs!* Alas! they" are fatally unconcerned,
or fruitlefily anxious gbout a way of reconci-
liation with Gop. Their priefts and philofo-
phers can afford them no relief in this cafe ; but’
cither miflead them or increafe their perplexity.
But we have the ftrongeft affurance that Gop
1s reconcilable to us; and-the cleareft difcove-
ry of the way. We have the moft powerful
inducements to repentance, and the moft effec-
tual reftraints from fin. - And what gratitude
does this call for from us to our divine benefac-
“tor? and how folicitous fhould we be to make
- a proper improvement of ‘our peculiar advan-
tages? o
" 2. Hence we may learn the fhocking guilt
and danger of our modern infidels, -the Deifts,
- who like the Greeks, count' the preaching of
Curist crucified foolifhnefs, and deny ‘the
Lorp that bought them. Thisis to reject th&
. " be

\
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~ beft, thelaft, the only remedy. Now.let them!
confult their feeble reafon ; let them go to the
oracles of wifdom in the heathen world, and
afk of them how guilty offenders may be re-
ftored into fayour, in confiftency with the
honour of the'divine perfettions and govern-
ment? Alas! they can find no fatisfaGory an-
fwer. Now alfo they have loft the ftrongeft
motive to love and obedience, when they have
turned away their eyes from the crofs. Th
- have loft the moft full and amiable view of the
divine nature and perfeCtions that ever was
exhibited to the world. - Should they fhut their
eyes againft the'light of the fun, and abhor all
the beauties of nature, it would not be fuch an
aftonithing inftance of infatuation. St Pau/
‘reprefents it as the moft amazing folly, nay,
a kind of witchcraft and incantation, that any
fhould defert the truth, that bad ever had'a
view of CurisT. crucified. * O fwlifh Gala-
# tians ! who hath lewitched you, that you
* fhould nof obey the truth, before whofe eyes,
« Jesus CHRIsT hath been evidently fet forth,
* crucified among you (mji* What wickednefs,
what madnefs, what an unnatural confpiracy
againft their own lives muft it be for men to re-
ject the only expedient found out by infinite wif- -
dom and goodnefs for their falvation ? What bafe
ingratitude thus to requite the dying love of
Jesus? Can fuch monfters expect falvation from
- his hands? no ; they will fully cut themfelves off
~ Vou. I1I. H from
(m) Gal.iii. 1,
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from all hope, and bring upon themfelves fwift
deftruction. If the crofs of CurisT does not
break their hearts, it isimpoffible to bring them
to repentance : the laft and moft powerful
remedy has proved ineffectual : the laft and
ftrongeft effort of divine grace has been ufed
with them in vain. Since they obftinately re-
jet the Sacrifice of CurisT, there remains no
other Sacrifice for their fin, and nothing awaits
them but a fearful expetation of wrath, and
fiery indignation, which fhall devour them as
adverfaries. , '
3. Hence we fhould enquire what effect the
preaching of Curist crucified has had upon
us. Since this is the grand mean divine wif-
dom has found out’ for the recovery of our
guilty world, when all other means had been
In vain, it is of the utmoft importance to us,
that we fhould enquire; whether it is likely to
anfwer this end upon us. ™ It pleafes Gob,
by this foolithnefs of preaching, to fave them
# that believe® Obferve the limitation, —
'# them that delieve.* They, and only they can
be faved by it. As for unbelievers, they can-
not be faved in this, or any other way. Let.
us then abandon every other concern for awhile,
and ferioufly examine ourfelves in this point..
Faith comes by hearing; and have we been
brought te believe by hearing the preaching of
the crofs ? Do we relifh this humble defpifed
dottrine with peculiar pleafure? Is it the life

and nourifhment of our fouls, and the grodm}
o
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of all our hopes? Or do we fecretly wonder
what there can be init, that fome fhould be fo
much affeted with it ? # To them that perifh,«
fays the apoftle, and to them only, “ the preach-
* ing of the crofs is foolithnefs.” And is that
our dreadful charaeriftic? Or doesa crucified
CHRrisT appear to us as the wifdom of Gop,
and the power of Gop, as he does to all them
that believe, however different  their natural
taftes, and the prejudices of their education,
and their outward circumftances? Do we fuf-
pend all our hopes upon the crofs of Cugist ?
Do we glory in 1t above all other things, what-
ever contempt the world may . pour upon it ?
Do we feel our neceflity of a mediator in all our
tranfactions with Gop, and depend entirely
upon the merit of his death for acceptance,
fenfible that we have no merit of our own to
procure one fmile from Gop? Have we ever
had our hearts enlightened to behold the glory
of Gop in the face of Jesus Curist? Have we
admired the {cheme of falvation through a cru-
cified Jesus, as illuftrating the perfections of
- Gon, and fecuring the honour of the divine
government, while it fecures our falvation?
And do we delight in it upon that account ?
Or are we quite indifferent about the glory of
Gop, if we may be but faved ? Alas | hereby
we fhow we are entirely under the government
of felfifh principles, and have no regard for
Gop at all. Do our thoughts frequently ho-
-ver and clufter about the crofs with the ‘tenderf-t
. ' H 2 T e
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eft affeGtions? And has the view of it melted
our hearts into the moft ingenuous relentings
for fin, and ‘given us fuch a hatred againtt it,
that we can never indulge it more? My bre-
thren, put fuch queftions as thefe home to your
hearts, and endeavour to come to fome juft
<onclufion with regard to yourfelves.—And if
the conclufion be againft you, then, :
4. Confider your guilt and danger. ‘Confider
your ingratitade in rejecting all the love of
Gop, and a crucified Saviour.—Your hardnefs
of heart, that has not been broken by fuch-a
. moving reprefentation.-—The averfion of your -
fouls to Gop, that have not been allured to him
by the powerful attration of the crofs.—And
O! confider your danger : the laft remedy has
been tried upon ‘you in vain: CurisT’s grand
expedient for the falvation of finners has had
no effect upon you. Had the religion of the
Jews. or of the heathen world failed to bring
you to repentance, there might be ftill fome
iope that the preaching of Curist crucified
might prevail. But alas! when that fails, how
difcouraging is your cafe! Therefore 1 pray
-you take the alarm, and labour to get your
earts affeted with this reprefentation.: O yield
to the attraétion of the crofs: let him draw you
to himfelf, whom you fee lifted up on it ; and
do not attempt ‘fuch an exploit of wickednefs as
to refift the allurements of fuchlove. -And O!
cry to G oo for his enlightening fpirit. Alas!
1t is your ‘bliridnefs that reriders you -unaﬁ'eé'@eg
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with this moving obje&t. Bid you but know
the Lorp of glory who was crucified ; did you
but fee the glory of the plan of falvation thro’
his fufferings, you would immediately become
the captives of his crofs, conquered by the
power of his love. And fuch, believe me, fuch
you muft be, before you can be faved.—But if
the refult of your examination turns out in your
favour, then,
5. You may entertain the joyful hope of fal-
vation ; of falvation through one that was in-
fulted as not able to fave himfelf; of crowns of
glory through him that wore the crown of
thorns ; of fulnefs of joy through the man of
forrows ; of immortal life through one that died
upon a crofs ; 1fay, you may entertain a joyful
hope of all this; for in this way of falvation
there is no hinderance, no objection. Gobp
will be glorified in glorifying you, the law mag-
anified in juftifying you. In fhort, the honour
of Gop and his government concurs wich your
intereft ; and therefore if you heartily embrace
this plan of falvation, you may be as fure that
Gop will fave you, as that he will take care of
his own glory, for they are infeparably con-
nected. - And do not your hearts, dead as they
are, {pring within you at the thought ? Do yoy
not long to fee your Saviour on the throne, to
whofe crofs you are indebted for all your hopes ?
And O!. will you not praife his name while you
live, and continue the fong through all eter-
nity ? Are you not ready to anticipate the an-
H 3 them
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them of heaven, * Worthy is the Lamb that
% was flain, to receive power, and riches, and
* wifdom, and ftrength, and honour, and
* glory, and blefling : for thou haft redeemed
4 us unto Gop by thy blood (#).#

Finally, let me congratulate § my reverend
Brethren on their being made minifters of the
new teftament, which reveals that glorious and
delightful fubje¢t CuRrIsT crucified in full
light, and diffufes it through all their ftudies
and difcourfes. ' The Lamb that was flain is the
theme that animates the fongs of angels and
faints above, and even our unhallowed lips are
allowed to touch it without profanation. Let
us therefore, my dear Brethren, delight to dwell
upon it. Let us do jaftice to the refined mora-
lity of the gofpel : let us often explain and en-
force the precepts, the graces and the virtues of
chriftianity ; and teach men to live righteoutly,
foberly, and godly in the world. But let us do
this in an evangelical ftrain, as minifters of the
crucified JEsus, and not as the fcholars of
Epiétetus or Seneca.  Liet us labour to bring men
to an hearty compliance with the method of
falvation through CurisT ; and then we fhall
find it comparatively an eafy matter, a thing of
courfe, to make them good moralifts. Thena

: thort
() Rev. v. 95 12. ’

§ The Author towards the end of the Difcourfe writes, 4¢ 2
Preftytery in Augufia, April 25,1759, which accounts for this par.
ticular Addrefs to Minifters. - - :
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fhort hint of their duty to Gop and man will
be more forcible than whole volumes of ethics,
while their fpirits are not caft in the gofpel-
mould. Thus may we be enabled to go on,
till our great mafter fhall take our charge off
our hands, and call us to give an account of
our ftewardfhip !

% »
AR K J
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2 CHRONICLES xxxn 25.

But HMezekiab rendered not again, according 10
T tbebmﬁt:bmuntobm '

%ﬁﬁ%% Mong the many vices that are at
ﬁ 2 once unjverfally dccned and uni-~
A % verfally pratifed in the world,
E 39‘ there 1 pone more bafe aor ‘more
“‘*‘ % cominion than ingratitude ; i mgra.-
titude towards the fupreme Benefattor. I
titude is the fin of individuals, of families, of
churches, of kmgdoms, and even of 3l man-
kind. The : guilt of ingratitude lies heavy upon
the whale'race of man, though alas! but few
of them feel and lament it. I bave felt it
Tate with unufual weight ; and it is the weight

‘of it that how eitorts a d;{courfc from ‘me ups

Vd . . B on
i DS N .



106 Ingratitude to Gop an beinous Serm.z3.

on this fubje&. If the plague of an ungrateful,
heart muft cleave to us while in this world of
fin and imperfetion, let us at leaft lament it;
let_ us bear. witnefs againt it ; let ys condemn
oufelves for it; and let us do all we .can to,
fuppref it in ourfelves and others. I feel my-
felf, .as it were, exafperated, and full of indig-
* nation againft it, and againft myfelf as guilty
of it. And in the bitternefs-of my fpirit I fhall
endeavour to expofe it to your view in its pro-

r infernal colours, as an obje&t of horror and
indignation. - e .

None of us can flatter ourfelves that we are
in little or no danger of this-fin, when even fo
good and great a man as Hezekiab did not efcape

e infetion. . - In the memoirs of his life, fo

e 3 . . : . - . .« .
illuftrious for piety, zeal for reformation, vic-

tory over his enemies, glory-and importance at

home and abroad, this, alas! is recorded of.

him, * That he rendéred hot again to his di-
= vine Benefadtor, according to the benefit done
* unto him ;, for his heart was lifted up, there-
“ fore there was wrath upon him, and upon
® Yudab and Ferufalems . .
~ Many had been the bleflings and deliverances
of this good man’s life. I fhall only particu-
larize two recorded ifi this chapter. The
Affyrians had oyer-run‘a great part of the coun-
try, and intended to’lay'fiege to Ferufalem.
Their haughty ‘monarch, who had carried all
before him,. ahd was grown infolent with fuc-
cefs, fent Hezekich ablafphemous letter to inti-
- , midate

i

———



— T m——

Serm.25.  but general Iniquity 107

midate him and his people. He - profanely
bullies and defies Hezekiab and his Gop toge-
ther ; and Rabfbakes his meflenger comments
upon his mafter’s letter in the fame ftile of
impiety and infolence. But here obferve the
fignal efficacy of prayer! Hezekiah, Ifaiah, and
no doubt many other pious people among the
Jews, made their prayer to the Gobp of Ifrael;
and, as it were, complained to him.of the
threatenings, and profang blafphemy of the
Affyrian monarch. JeEHovawn hears, and works
a miraculous deliverance for them. He fends.
out an angel (one was fufficient) who deftroyed
in one night, as we are elfewhere told, (o) no
lefs than an hundred fourfcore and five thou-
fand men ; which extenfive flaughter, a Jewith
tradition tells us, was made by means of light-
ening; a very fuppofable and fufficient caufe.
Sennackerib, with the thin remains of his army,
fled home inglorious, and his two fons affaffi- -
nated him at an idolatrous altar. Thus Feru/a-
lem was freed from,danger, and the country
refcued from flavery and the ravages of war.
Nay, we find from profane hiftory, that this
dreadful blow proved fatal in the iffue to the
Affyrian monarchy, which had opprefled the
world fo long; for upon this the Medes, and
afterwards other nations threw off their fub-
miffion, and the empire fell to pieces. Certain-
ly fo illuftrious a deliverance as this wrought

o immediately
(o) 2 Kings xix. 35.
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immediately by the divine hand, was a fufficient
feafon for ardent gratitude, S
. Another deliverance followed upon this.” He-
2zekiab was fick unto death ; that is, his fick-
pefs was in its own nature mortal, and would
have been.unto death, had it not been for the
miraculous interpofition of providence. But,
upon his prayer to Goo he was recovered, and
fifteen yeats added to his life.” This alfo was
great caufe of gratitude. And we find it had
. this effet upon him, while the fenfe of his de-
liverance was frefh upon his-mind ; for in his
cuchariftic fong upon his recovery, we find
thefe grateful ftrains: * The living, the living
* he fhall praife thee, as I do this day: the
® father to the children fhall make known thy
® truth. The Lorp was ready to fave me;
* therefore we will fing my fongs to-the ftring-
*# ed inftruments, all the days of our life.*- But,
alas! thofe grateful impreffions wore off in
fome time; 3nd pride, that uncreaturely tem=
pers began to rife.  He began to think himfelf
the favourite of heaven, in fome degree, -on ac-
count of his own perfonal goodnefs. He in-
dulged his vanity in oftentatioufly expofing his
treafures to the Babyhniun meflengers ; which
was the inftance of felfifh pride and ingratitudé
that feems here particnlarly referred to. '
" This pride and in-ratitude paffed not with-
~aut evidences of the divine indignation ; for we:
- are told, = therefore there was wrath upon
=-him, and upon Fudab and Ferufalem.” [}\xs
' the
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the crime was not peculiar to him, fo neither
is the punithment. Nations and individuals
have fuffered in this manner from age to age ;
and under the guilt of it we and our country
are now languithing. ,

In order to make you the more fenfible of
your ingratitude towards your divine Benefac-
tor, I fhall give you a brief view of his mercies
towards you, and expofe- the aggravated bafe-
nefs of ingratitude under the reception of fo
many inercies. - | ,

Merey has poured in upon you on all fides,
and followed you from the firft commencement
of your exiftence: rich, various, free, repeat-
ed, uninterrupted mercy. The bleflings of a
body wonderfully and fearfully nrade, com-
pleat in all its parts, and not monftrous in any ;
the blefling of a rational immortal foul, pre-
ferved in the exercife of found reafon for fo
many years, amid all thofe accidents that have
thattered it in others, and capable of the exalt-
ed pleafures of religion, and the everlafting en-
joyment of the blefled Gop, the fupreme good :
the blefling of a large and fpacious world, pre-
pared and furnifhed for our accommodation;
iluminated with an illuftrious fun, and the
many luminaries of the fky ; the earth enrich-
«d and adorned with trees, vegetables, various
forts of grain, and animals; for our {upport or
canvenience ; and the fea a medium of extenfive
~ trade, and an inexhauftible ftore of fithes : the
blefling of the early care of parents and friends,.
o - to
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‘to provide for us in the helplefs days of infancy,
and direct or reftrain us in the giddy precipitant
years of youth: the blefling of being born in
the adult age of the world, when the improve-
ments of art are carried to fo high a degree of
erfetion; of being born, not among favages
1in a wildernefs, but in a humanized, civilized
country ; not on the burning fandy defarts of
the torrid zone, nor under the frozen fky of
‘Lapland or Iceland, but in a temperate climate,
as favourable to the comfort and continuance
of life as moft countries upon earth ; not in a
barren foil, fcarcely affording provifion of the™
coarfeft fort for its inhabitants, but in a land
of unufual plenty, that has never felt the feve-
rities of famine : the bleffing of not being a race
of flaves, under the tyranny of an arbitrary
~government, but free-born Britons and Virgi-
nians in a land of liberty: thefe. birth-right
bleffings are almoft peculiar to us and our na-
tion. Let me enumerate alfo the bleffing of a
good education ; good at leaft, when compared
to the many favage nations of the earth : the -
blefling of health for months and years: the
blefling of raiment fuited to the various feafons
of the year : the bleflings of rain from heaven,
and fruitful feafons; of flummer and winter, of
feed-time and harveft ; the agreeable viciffitude
of night and day ; the refrefhing repofe of fleep,
and the activity and enjoyment of our waking
‘hours ;- the - numerous and refined bleflings of
dociety, and the moft endearing relations ; the
- bleflings
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bleflings included in the tender names of Friend,
Hufband or Wife, Parent or Child, Brother or
Sifter: the bleflings of peace; peace, in the
midft of a peaceful country, which has been
our happy lot till of late years; or peace, inthe
midft of a ravaged bleeding country, which is
a more diftinguifhed and fingular blefling, and
which we now enjoy, while many of our
fellow-fubjecs feel a terrible reverfe : bleflings
In every age of life; in infancy, in-youth, in
adult age, and in the decays of old age : blefl-
ings by fea and land, and in every country
where we have refided; in fhort, bleffings as
numerous as our moments, ‘as long continued
as our lives: bleflings perfonal and relative,

- public and private; for while we have the air to

breathe in, the earth to tread upon, or a drop
of water to quench our thirft, we muft own we
are not left deftitute of bleflings from Gop.—
From Gob, I fdy, all thefe bleffings originally
flow ; and to him we are principally obliged
for them. Indeed they are conveyed to us by
means of our fellow-creatures ; or they feem to
be the fpontaneous produétions of natural caufes,
acting according to the eftablithed laws of na-
tare. But then it was Gop, the fountain of
being and of all good, that gave our fellow-
creatdres the difpofition, the ability, and the
opportunity of conveying thefe bleflings to us ;
and it'is the great Gop whois the author of thofe
caufes which fpontaneoufly produce fo many

bleflings for our enjoyment, and of thofe laws
' of
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of nature according to which they act. ‘Thefe*
are but channels, channels cut by his hand,
and he is the fource, the ocean of bleflings.
Creatures are but the hands that diftribute his
charity through a needy world, but his is the
ftore .from which they derive their fupplies.
On this account therefore we fhould receive all
thefe bleflings as gifts from Gop, and feel our-,
felves obliged to him, as the fupreme original
Benefaltor. Befides, it is very probable to me,
that in order to beftow fome of thefe bleffings
upon us by means of natural caufes, Gop may
give thefe caufes a touch to turn them in our
~ favour, more than they’ would be according to.
the eftablifhed courfe of nature; a touch fo effi-
cacious as to anfwer the kind defign ; though
fo gentle and agreeable to the eftablifhed laws
of nature, as not to be perceivable, or to caft -
the fyftem of nature into diforder. The blefl-
ings conveyed in this way, arenot only the gifts
of his hand, but the gifts of his immediate hand. .
Therefore let Gon be acknowledged the fu-
preme, the original Benefattor of the world, ~
and the proper Author of all our bleffihgs ; and
Iet all hus creatures in the height of their bene-
volence and ufefulnefs, own, that they are but
the diftributors of his alms, or the inftruments
of conveying the gifts of his hand, Let us ac-
knowledge the light of yonder fun, the breath
that now heaves our lupgs and fans the vital
flame, the growing plenty thatis now burfting
its way through the clods of earth, the water
B . B that

s
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that bubbles up in fprings, that flows in
ftreams and rivers, or rolls at large in the
ocean ; let us own, Ifay, that all thefe are the
bounties of his hand, who fupplies with good
the various ranks of bemg, as high as the moft
exalted angel, and as low asthe young ravens,
and the grafs of the field. Let him ftand as the
acknowledged Benefactor of the univerfe to in-
flame the gratxtude of all to him, or to array
in the crimfon colours of aggravated guilt the
ingratitude of thofe fordid {tupid wretches, who
ftill continue unthankful.

The pofitive bleflings 1 have briefly enume-
rated have fome of them been interrupted at
times : but even the interruption feemed only
intended to make way for fome deliverance ; a
deliverance that re-inftated us in the pofieffion
of our former bleflings with a new and ftrong-
er relifh, and taught us, ‘or at leaft was adapt-
ed to teach'us fome ufeful leflons, which we
were not likely to learn, had not our enjoyment
been a while {ufpended. This very hour let us

turn our eyes backwards, and take a review of -

a length of ten, twenty, forty, or fixty years;
and what a feries of deliverances rifes upon us!
Deliverances from the many dangers of child-
hood, by which many have loft their limbs,
and many their lives ; deliverances from many
threatening and fatal accidents; deliverances
“from exquifite pains, and from dangerous
difeafes ; deliverances from the gates of death,
* and the mouth of the grave; and dchverances
Vor. I, - 71 for
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for yourfelves, and for your dear families and

friends. When ficknefs, like a deftroying an-

gel, has entered your neighbourhood, and

made extenfive havock and defolation around

you, you and yours have efcaped the infetion,
while you were every day in anxious expectas .

tion: ofy the dreadful vifit, and trembling at the

dubious fate of fome deat relative, or yourown:

or if it has entered your houfes, like a meflenger

of death, it has not committed its ufual ravages

in them. Or if it has torn from your hearts

one or more members of your family, ftill you

have fome left, or perhaps fome new members

added to make up the lofs. When you have
been in deep diftrefs, and covered with tremen- -

dous glooms, deliverance has dawned in the

moft feafonable hour, and light and joy have

fucceeded to nights of darknefs and melancholy.

In fhort, your deliverances have been endlefs

and innumerable. - You appear this day fo

. many monuments of delivering goodnefs. You
havealfo fhared in the deliverances wrought for
your country and nation in former and latter

times: deliverances from the open violences

- and clandeftine plots and infurrections of ene-
‘mies abroad and traitors and rebels at home:
deliverances from the united efforts of both to
fubvert the Brsti/fb conftitution, and enflave
free-born Britons tocivil or ecclefiaftical tyranny,
or a medley of both; and deliverances from
drought, and the threatening appearances of
famine, -which we have.fo latcly experienced in
' g - thele
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thefe parts, and yet they are long enough paft
to be generally forgotten.

In thefe inftances of deliverances, as well as
in the former of pofitive bleflings, let the great
Gop be acknowledged as the original efficient,
whatever creatures he is pleafed to ufe as his
inftruments. Fortuitous accidents are under
his direction; and neceflary caufes are fubjet
to his controul. Difeafes are his fervants, his
foldiers; and he fends them out, or recalls
them, according to his pleafure.

And now mention the benefattor, if you

- can, to whom you are a thoufandth part fo
much obliged as to this Benefaltor. What a
profufion of blefiings and deliverances has the
AimigHTY made you the fubjelts of ! And O!
what obligations of gratitude do fuch favours
lay upon you! What ardent love, what fincere
thankigiving, what affectionate duty do they
require of you! Thefe, are the cords of love,

* the bonds of a man, wherewith he would draw
you to obedience.

Dare you now make the enquiry, What re-
turns has this divine Benefactor received from
you for all this goodnefs? Alas! the difcovery
which this enquiry will make may conviét,
fhock, confound, and mortify us all ; for we are
all, 1n a prodigious degree, though fome much
more than others, guilty in this refpect, guilty
of the vileft ingratitude. Alas! are there not

~ many of you that do not return to Gob the

gratitude of “a dog to his mafter? That brute
B I12- _ amimal,
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animal, who receives but crumbs ard blows
from you, will welcome you home with a thou-
fand fond and obliging motions: The very
dull ox you fodder knows his owner. But,O!
the more than brutal ingratitude of reafonable "
creatures! Some of you perhaps do not fo
much as acknowledge the agency of Providencé
in thefe enjoyments, but, affecting a very un-
philofophical infidelity, under the name of phi-
Jofophy, you make natural caufes the authors of
all good to you, without the agency of the firft
Mover of all tie {prings of nature. Others of
‘you, who may be orthodox in your faith as to
this point, yet are prattical in dels, the moft
abfurd and inconfiftent fort in the world ; that
- 1s, while you verbally acknowledge, and fpecu- -
latively believe the agency of Providence in thefe
things, yet you live as if there was no fuch
‘thing : you hve thoughtlefs of the divine Be- -
nefactor, and difobedient to him for days and
years together. The very mercies he beftows
upon you you abufe to his difhonour by
‘making them occafions of fin. Do not your
“confciences now convict you of that monftef-
/fin, ingratitude, the moft bafe, unnatural, and
yet indulged ingratitude? How do you refent
it, if one, whom you have deeply obliged,
fhould prove ungrateful, and ufe you ill? But
it is impoflible any one of your fellow-creatures
{hould be guilty of fuch enormous ingratitude
" towards you as you arc guilty of towards Gop ;

“becaufe it is-impoffibleany one of them fhould
' : be
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‘ﬁ? fo ftrongly obliged to yqu as you are to
im.

Ye children of Gop, his peculiar favourites,
whofe hearts are capable of and do actually
.feel fome generous fenfations of gratitude, what
do you think of your conduét towards fuch a
Benefattor ? 1 fpeak particularly to you, becaufe
you are moft likely to feel whatl fay. Have
-you rendered again to your Gop according to
" the benefits done you? O! are you not morti-
fied and fhocked to reflet upon your ingrati-
-tude, your fordid monftrous ingratitude? Do
you not abhor yourfelves becaufe you were
capable of fuch bafeconduct? From you I ex-
pect fuch a generous refentment. But as to
others, theyare dead in trefpafles and fins, dead
towards Gop, and therefore it is no wonder if
they are dead to all penitential ingenuous re-
lentings for their ingratitude.

Bat if all this does not fuffice to make you
fenfible of your enormous guilt in this particu~
lar, let me lay before you an inventory of ftill
richer bleflings. At the head of this ftands

Jesus Curist, the unfpeakable gift of Gob.
#* Gob fo loved the world,* (hear it, men and
~angels, with grateful wonder!) #as to give his
# only begotten Son, that whofoever believeth
. 1n him, fhould not perifh, but have everlaft-
* ing life (p). Gop fent his Son into the world,
# not ta condemn the world, but that the world
- through him might be faved (¢).#* The com-
: I3 ' forts
() Johniii. 16. (¢} Jobn iii. ¥7.

-
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forts of this life alone would bea very inadequate
provifion for creatures who are to exift for
ever in another, for what are fixty or feventy
ars in the duration of an immortal being ?
%eut in the unfearchable riches of CurisT are
containedthe moft ample provifions for yourim-
~mortal ftate. Jesus CurisT i1s fuch a gift as
draws all other gifts after it: for fo the apoftle
- argues, * He that {pared not his own Son, but
* oave him up for us all, how fhall he not with -
“ him alfo freely give us all things »)?* And
the purpofes for which he gave this gift render
it the more aftonithing. He gave him not -
only to rule us by his power, but to purchafe
us with the blood of his heart. He gave hum
up to death, even the death of the crofs. In
confequence of which an oeconomy of grace, a
‘miniftry of reconciliation, is fet up in our
guilty world. Various means are appointed,
and various endeavours are ufed to fave you pe-
* rifhing finners. For your falvation Irsus now
intercedes in his native heaven, at the right
hand of Gop. For your falvation the holy
Spirit ftrives with you ; confcience admonifhes
you; Providence draws you by-bleifings, and
drives you by chaftifements ; angels miniiter to
you ; Bibles are put into your hands ; minifters
perfuade you ; friends advife you; and thou-
fands of faints pray for you. For this end
“prayer, preaching, baptifm, and the Lorp’s
fupper, and a great variety of means of grace
' . - are.
(7) Rom. viii. 32,



-

Serm.2 5. but gemeral Inigiity. - 3 19

. arcinftituted. For this end heaven is prepared

and furnifhed with many manfions; the pearly
gates open, and dart their fplendors from afar-
to attrat our eyes; and things which the eye,
that has feen fo many things, had never feen 3
which the ear, that has had {till more extenfive
intelligence, had never heard ; nor the heart of
man, which is even unbounded in its concep-
tions, had never conceived, are brought to
light by the gofpel. Nay, for this purpofe,
your falvation, Szzai thunders, Hell roars and
throws out its devouring flames, even to warn
a ftupid world not to plunge themfelves into
that place ot torment. In fhort, the kind de-
figns of redeeming love run through the whole
occonomy of Providence towards our world,
Heaven and earth, and in the fenfe mentioned,
hell itfelf, are ftriving to fave you. The ftrong-
holds of fin and Satan, in which you are held
prifoners, are attacked in kindnefs to you from
all quarters. What beneficent efforts, what
heroic éxploits of divine goodnefs are thefe!
And blefled be Gop thefe efforts are not in vain.
The ceeleftial regions are faft peopling, tho’
alas! not fo faft as the land of darknefs, with
numerous colonies from our guilty globe. Even
in thefe dregs of time, when iniquity abounds,
-and the love of many waxes cold, Jrsus isgain-
ing many hearts, and faving many fouls, in the
various apartments of his church, Though you
and thoufands more thould be left, and conti-
nue to negled him, yet fuch excellency fhall
14 . not
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‘not want admirers, fuch a phyfician fhall not
want employ in our dying world. No, * he
# {hall fee of the travail of his foul, and fhall
# be fatisfied ; and the pleafure of the Lorp
# {hall profper in his hand (/).* And I doubt
not but there are fome among you who are the
trophies of his victorious love,—of his victorious
love, 1 fay; for it is by the force of love he
fweetly conquers.

Now you, my Brethren, are the fub;e&s of
this adminiftration of grace: with you thefe
means are ufed for your falvation : to you JEsus.
is offered as a Saviour ; and heaven and earth
are ftriving to lodge you fafe in his arms. - You
fhould not rejoice in the wants of others; but
certainly it may make you the more fenfible of

- your peculiar obligations to refleét that your
- lot in this refpect 1s fingular. It is but a very

fmall ‘part of ‘mankind that enjoy thefe great
advantages for a happy immortality. - You live
under the gofpel, while the moft of the nations
of the earth are funk in Aeathen idolatry,

groaning under Popi/b tyranny, feduced by

Mabometan impofture, or hardened in Jewifh

infidelity.

And what peculiar obligations of gratitude
refult from fuch peculiar dlﬁmguxfhmgfavoms?
Men have obliged you, and you feel the obli-
gation. But can men; can angels, can the
whole created, univerfe beftow fuch gifts upon
you, -and make fuch provifions for you as thofe

which
(/) Ua. Liik. 11,



Serm.2g.  but general Iniquity. 121

which have been mentioned ? Gifts of infinite
value, and infinitely dear to the giver; provi-
fions for -an everlafting ftate ; an everlafting
ftate of as compleat happinefs as your nature,
in its higheft improvements, is capable of.
Thefe are favours worthy of Gop; favours
that befpeak him Gop. And muft he not then
be the object of your fupreme gratitude ? Can
any thing in the world be more reafonable ?
And yet — hear, O Earth, with horror; be
aftonifhed, O ye Heavens, at this ; be ye horri-

bly afraid! — how little gratitude does G o b’

receive from our world after all? How little
gratitude from you, on whom thefe favours are
fhowered down with diftinguifhed profufion ?

Do not many of you neglect the unfpeakable .

gift of Gop, Jesus CurisT, and that falvdtion
which he bought with his blood? Do you‘not
-ungratefully neglect the means of your falva-
tion, and refift the generous efforts that are
ufed from all quarters to fave you? O! the
- mountainous load of ingratitude that lies upon
you! enough to fink the whole world into the
depth of hell, A

But I muft now addrefs fuch of you who are
ftill more deeply obliged to your divine Benefac-
tor, and whofe ingratitude therefore is pecu-
liarly black and horrid ; I mean fuch of you
who not only have fhared in the bleflings and
deliverances of life, and lived under the advan-

tages of adifpenfation of grace, but have ex-.

perimentally known the love of Gob to your
' o : fouls
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fouls in a manner peculiar to yourfelves, and.

* are actually entitled to all the unknown blefl-
ings prepared for thofe that love him. If Jam
fo happy as to belong to your number, I am
fure I am fo unhappy as to thare deeply with
you in the guilt, the black guilt of ingratitude.
When you were dead in trefpafles and fins,
Gop quickened you, out of his great love
wherewith he loved you. When you were
rufhing on towards deftruction, in the enchant-
ing paths of fin, he checked your mad career,
and turned your faces heavenward. 'When you
were funk in forrows, borng down with a fenfe
of guilt, and trembling every moment with
the fears of immediate execution, he relieved
you, led you to Jesus, and, as it were, lodged
you fafe in his arms. When difmal glooms
have again gathered upon your minds, and
overwhelming fears rufhed again upon you
like a deluge, he has relieved you again by
leading you to the fame almighty and ever-
conftant Saviour. When your graces and vir-
tues have withered in the abfence of the fun of

- righteoufnefs, he has againrifen upon you with
healing in his wings, and revived your lan-
guifhing fouls, He has fhed abroad his love
in your hearts, which has made this wretched
wildernefs a paradife to you. ~ He has at times
afforded you, "as you humbly hoped, joy and
peace in believing, yea, even cauled you to re-
joice with “joy unfpeakable and full of glory.*
He has met you 1n your retirements, and al-
lowed
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lowed you- to converfe with him in his ordi-
nances, with the heart of a friend. He has,
as it were, unlocked his peculiar treafures to
enrich you, and given you an unfhaken title
to the glorious inheritance of the faintsin light.
He has made you his own, his own in a pecu-
liar fenfe ; his people, his friends, his children.
You are indeed his favourites. You were fo
before time began. He loved you with an
everlafting love, therefore with loving kindnefs
has he drawn you ; and having loved you once,
he will love you always, and he will reft in his
love to all eternity. # Neither life, nor death,
# things prefent or things to come, fhall ever
“ be able to {eparate you from his love (¢)*. His
love to you is an unbounded ocean, that {preads
over eternity, and makes it, as it were, the
channel or the ocean of your happinefs. In
you he intends to thew to all worlds what glo-
rious creatures he can form of the duft, and of
the polluted fragments of degenerate human
nature. What 1s all the profufion of kings to
their favourites, what are all the benefactions
of creatures, nay, what are all the bounties of
the divine hand itfelf, within the compafs of
time, when compared to thefe aftonifhing,
unparalleled, immortal, infinite, god-like fa-
vours ? They all dwindle into obfcurity, like

the ftars of the night in the blaze of noon.
And now I am almoft afraid to turn your
thoughts to enquire, what returns you hage
: made

~ (#) Rom. viii. 38, 39.
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made for all thefe favours, left you fhould not
be able to bear the fhock. You know ypu have
a thoufand times repeated Hezekigh's offence.
1 need not be particular.  Your conicience ac-
cufes you and points out the particulars, and
I fhall only join the cry of confcience againft
you, O! the ingratitude! O! the bafe, vile,
unnatural, horrid, unprecedented ingratitude!
From you your Gop might have expected bet-
ter things ; from you, whom he has fo pecu-
liarly, fo infinitely obliged, and whofe hearts
he has made capable of generous fenfations.
But, O! the fhocking horrid ingratitude! Let
-our hearts burft into a flood of forrows at the
thought. They may be juftly too full to allow
us to {peak much upon it, but, O! they can
~ never be too full of fhame, confufion, and tender
relentings for the crime. Methinks the thought
muft break the hardeft heart among us. -

Let me now add a confideration which gives
an aftonifhing emphafis to all that has been
faid. All this profufion of mercy, "perfonal
and relative, temporal and fpiritual, is beltow-
ed upon creatures that deferve not the leaft
mercy ;. creatures that deferve to be ftripped
‘naked of every mercy; nay, that deferve to be
made miferable in time and eternity; creatures
-that deferve not to breathe this vital air, to
tread the ground, or drink the fiream that runs
"wafte through the wildernefs, much lefs to
-enjoy all the bleflings which the infinite merit

‘ of



Serm.2§.  but gemerdl hniguity. 123

of Jesus could purchafe, or the infinite good-
nefs of Gob can beftow ; creatures that are fo
far from deferving to be delivered from the ca-
lamities of life, that they deferve to have them
all heightened and multiplied, till they convey
them to the more intolerable punifhments of
hell ; creatures that are fo far from making ade-
quatereturns, that they are perpetually offending
their Gob to his face ; and every day receiving
bleflings from him, and every day f{inning a-
gainft him. O! aftonithing! aftonifhing!
This wonder is pointed out by Jesus CHRrIST °
himfelf, who beft knows what is truly marvel-
lous. = The moft High, fays he, is kind to
# the unthankful and to the evil (v).* = Your
* # heavenly Father maketh his fun to rife on the
# evil and on the good, and fendeth rain on the
* juft and on the unjuft (x).#
It need afford you no furprize, if my fub-
jet fo overwhelms me as to difable me from
making a formal Application of it. Ileave you
to your own thoughts upon it, and I am apt
to think they will conftrain youto cry out ina
confternation with me, * O! the amazing,
¢ horrid, bafe, unprecedented ingratitude of
“ man! And O! the amazing, free, rich, over-
“ flowing, infinite, unprecedented goodnefs of
“ Gop!” Let thefe two miracles be the wonder
of the whole univerfe ! '

One

() Luke vi. 35. () Matt. v. 45.
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One prayer, and I have done. May our di«
- vine Benefattor, among his other bleflings,
beftow upon us that of a thankful heart, dand
enable us to give fincere, fervent, and perpe-
tual praife to his name, through Jesus CHrIsT,
his unfpeakable gift! Amen,

@ X%y
St
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SERMO N XXVL

The Sufferings of CrrisT and their
confequent Joys and Bleflings.

e

ISATAH LIL 10, 11

When thou fbalt make bis foul an offering for fin,
ke fhall fee bis Jeed, be fball prolsng bis days, and
the pleafure of the Lorp fball profper in bis band.
He fhall fee of the travail of kbis foul, and fball
be fatisfied. * . :

EXEX HIS chapter contains a moft lively
Z T % and moving account of very tragical
§x§§ fuﬁ'er-ings, and,.if we have but a fmall
= fhare of humanity, we cannot hear it
without being affefted, even though we did
not know the perfon concerned. Here is one
fo mangled and disfigured, that he has “ no
# form or comelinefs ; one defpifed and rejected
# of men, a man of forrows, and acquainted
' . # with

® The Sermon is dated Hanozer, (a County, if I miftake not,
in Virginia) July 11.1756; and is evidently 2 Sacramental ~
Difcousfe.
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4 with grief; one wounded, bruifed, opprefi=
« ed, afflited ; one brought as a lamb to, the
# flaughter ; one cut off out of the land of
* the living.# And who is He? Wer€ he an
enemy, or a malefattor, we could not but pity
him. But this was not his charaéter, for # he
# had done iio violénce, neither was there guile
# found in his mouth.* And he was fo far
from being our enemy that # he hath borne ozr
« griefs, and carried our forrows; he was
¢ wounded for our tranfgreflions; he was
# bruifed for our iniquities,” not for his own.
Were he a child or a friend that had fuffered
fuch things, it would raife all our mournful
and fympathizing paffions to hear the hiftory.
But what if this fhould be # the man that is
# Gop’s fellow,* the Redeemer, to whom we
are bound by the moft endearing obligations!
a perfon of Infinite dignity, and perfet inno-
cence, our beft friend, and our only Saviour?
What if it fhould be He ? Would not this move
your hearts, and raife all your tender paffions?
Or fhall he die in fuch agonies unpitied, un-
lamented, unbeloved, when even a dying cri-
minal excites our compaffion? What do you
think would be the iffue if I fhould make an
experiment of this to day? If I fhould make a.
trial what weight' the fufferings of Jesus will
have upon your hearts? Do you think the re-
Erefentation of. his fufferings and love would
ave any-effet upon you? That they might
have this effect is my defign in the profecutionf
o
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of this fubject ; for that it is* Jesus who is the
hero of this deep tragedy, or the fubject of
thefe fufferings, we may learn from the frequent
application of pafiages quoted from this chap-
ter to him in the new teftament. This chap-
ter has been a fuccefsful part of the fcriptures,
and there are fome now in heaven who were
brought thither by it. This is the chapter the
Ethiopian eunuch was reading, when he atked
Phil:p, * Of whom fpeaketh the prophet this ?
# of himfelf, or of fome other man ? And Philip
* opened his mouth, and began at the fame
= {cripture, and preached unto him Jesus; and

' he believed with all his heart, and was bap-

” tized ; and went on his way homeward and
# heavenward rejoicing (y).* ‘This was the
chapter that opened to the penitent Earl of
Rochefler the way of falvation through the fufs
ferings of CurisT, which alone relieved his
mind from the horrors of guilt, and conftrain-
ed him to hope that even fuch a finner ashe
might find mercy. O! that it may have the -
fame effe¢t upon you, my Brethren, to day,
that with the eunuch you may return home re-
joicing ! . : : '
The defign and method I have now in, view
is only to illuftrate and improve the feveral parts
of my text, efpecially thole that reprefent how

-pleafing and fatisfattory the converfion and fal-

vation of finners by the death of Curist is to
‘him. v
{y) AGs viii. 32=35. . e

-\
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1. * When + thou fhalt make his foul an
“ offering for fn¥ L An offering for fin, is,
when the punithment of fin 1s transferred from
the original offender to another, and that other
fuffers in hisftead. Thus the Lorp Jesus was
made a fin-offering for us. The punithment -
of our fin was transferred to him, and he
bore it in his own body on thetree. He became
our fubftitute, and took our place in law, and:
therefore, the penalty of the law due to us was
executed upon him. It is in this way, my Bre-
thren, that we have any hope of falvation;
blood for blood, life for life, foul for foul: the
blood, the life, the foul of the Son of Gop, for
the blood, and life, and foul of the obnoxious
criminal. Here, Sirs, your grateful wonder
may begin to rife upon our firft entrance on
this fubject, and you will find the wonders will
increafe as we go along.

You fee Jesus prefented an offering for fin ;
and what was it he offered ? = Silver and gold
“ he had none,” the blood of bulls and of goats,

: and

4 The particle DR here rendered avhen, is more generally ren-
dered if; and then the fentence will read thus; ¢ If thou fhalt
“ make his foul an offering for fin; ” the confequence will be,.
that « he fhall fee his feed,” &e. '

1 Or, ¢ When thou thalt make his foul f».” Itis a common
feripture-phrafe, whereby a fin-offering is called fin. And it is
fometimes retained in our tranflation, particularly in 1 Cor. v. z1.
¢¢ He hath made him to be f£r;™ that is, a fin-offering ** for us,”
&e.
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and the afhesof heifers, would not fuffice, and
thefe too he had not. But he had blood in his

_ veins, and sbat fhall all go; zhat he will offer

up to fave our guilty blood. He had a foul,
and that was made an offering for fin. * His
Joul an offering for fin!* his pure fpotlefs foul !
his foul, that was of more value than the whole
univerfe befide! you may find many that will
give a great many things for the deliverance of
a friend, but who will give his foul ? his foul
for his enemies ! This is the peculiar commen-
dation of the love of Jesus.

His foul here may fignify his whole human -
nature, in which fenfe it is often taken in the
facred writings. And then the meaning is,
that both his foul and body, or his whole hu-
man nature bore the punifhment due to us.
Or his foul may be here underftoad properly
for his rational and immortal part, in oppofi-
tion to his body; and then the meaning is, -
that he fuffered in foul, as well as in body. His
foul fuffered by the fore-fight of his fufferings;
by the temptations of the devil; by an affeCting
view of the fins of men; and efpecially by the
abfence of his heavenly father. Hence, when
his body was uatouched, in the garden of Gerb-
Jfemane, he cries out, * My foul 1s exceeding for-
# rowful, even unto death:* and elfewhere,
# Now is my fou/ troubled.* In fhort, as one
exprefles it, « the fufferings of his foul was the
¢ foul of his fufferings.” The fenfe of bodily

K 2 pain
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pain may be fwallowed up in the pleafing fen-
fations of divine love. So fome have found by
happy experience, who have fuffered for righ-
teoufnefs-fake. But Jesus denied himfelf that
happinefs which he has given to many of his
fervants. His foul was forrowful, exceeding
forrowful, even unto death. And all this for

fuch finners as we. And fhall this have no'

weight among the creatures for whom he en-
dured all this? Make an experiment upon your
hard hearts with this thought, and try if they

can refift its energy. .

# Thou fhalt make his foul an offering for fin.:

Thou {halt make, that is, thou, the great Gop’

~ and Father of all. This facrifice is provided by
thy wifdom and grace, and appointed by thy
authority, who haft a right to fettle the terms
of forgivenefs; and therefore we may be'fure
this facrifice is acceptable; this atonement is
fufficient. This method of falvation is thy
contrivance and eftablifhment, and therefore
valid and firm. Here, my Brethren, is a fure
foundation ; here, and no where elfe. Can
you produce a divine warrant for depending on
your own righteoufnefs, or any thing elfe?
No ? but this offering for fin is of divine ap-
pointment, and therefore you may fafely ven-
ture your eternal All upon it. * Come, ye af-
# flitted, toffed with tempeft, and not comfort-
# ed,* come build upon this rock, and you

ey

fhall never fall, *

Or
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Or the words may be rendered, * When his

* foul fhall make an offering for fin.* * And *
in this fenfe it 1s fignified that this was CHrIsT’s -
own voluntary at. He confented to the ardu-
ous undertaking : he confented to be our fub-
ftitute, and to offer himfelf a facrifice for us.
He was under no previous conftraint ; fubjet
to no compulfion. This he tells us himfelf ;
# No man taketh my life from me; but I lay
# it down of myfelf (z). It was his own free
choice, and this confideration prodigioufly en-
hances his love. A forced favour is but a {mall
favour. But Jesus willingly laid down his life,
when he had power tokeepit. He voluntarily
. afcended the crofs, when he might have ftill
continued on his throne. He was abfolute
Lorp and Proprietor of himfelf, under no ob-
ligations to any, till he affumed them by his
own confent. When martyrs have died in the
caufe of righteoufnefs, they did but what was
- their previous duty ; their lives were not theirs,
but his who gave them, his to whom they de-
- voted them ; and they had no right to them
when he demanded them ; nor were they able
to protect them againft the power of their ene-
K3 mies.

* The reafon of this ambiguity is, that the original word
MM is the fecond perfon mafculine and the third perfon fe-
minine. If taken in the mafculine gender it muft be applied to
Gob the Father ; if in the feminine, to the foul of CarisT, 7‘.023_

which is alfo feminine.
(=) Johnx.18.
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mies. But Jesus refigned what was his own
abfolute property ; and he refigned his life when:
it was in his power to have retained it. All
the united forces of earth and hell could not
have touched his life, had not he confented.
As with one word he fpoke them into being,
fo with a word he could have blafted all their
powers, or remanded therh into nothing, ashe
found them. Ofthis he gave a {pecimen, when
by faying # I am he:* (2) Iam the defpifed Na-
zarene whomt ye are feeking, he ftruck an
armed company down to the earth; and he
could as eafily have chained them there, and
never fuffered them to rife more. Here was
love indeed, that he thould offer himfelf a vo-
luntary felf-devoted facrifice! And if he made
his foul an offering for fin when he was o
obliged to it, will not you voluntarily love and
ferve him, when you are obliged to it ; obliged
by all the ties of authority and gratitude, of
duty and intereft? Let me bring home this
~ overture to your hearts, will you of your own
choice devote yourfelves to his fervice, who con-
fented to devote himfelf a victim for your fins ?
Are you willing to_live to him, when you are.
bound to do it ; to him who died for you, when
he was not bound to it? You have the eafier
tafk of the two: to live a life of holinefs, and
to die upon a crofs, are very different things,
and will you not do thus much for him ? Could
there be fuch a thing as a work of fupereroga-
’ tion,.
(a) John xviii. 6,
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tion, or an overplus of obedience, methinks
this overplus of lové might conftrain you to it ;
and will you not fo much as honeftly attempt
that which you are bound to by the moft
ftrong and endearing obligations ? If you reject -
this propofal, make no more pretenfions to
gratitude, a regard to the moft facred and
rightful authority, or any noble difpofition:
You are funk into the. moft fordid and aggra-
vated degree of wickednefs, and every generotis
and pious paffion is extin@ within you. :
. Now what fhall be the confequence, what
the reward of all thefe fufferings of CrrisT?
Shall he endure all this in vain ? Shall he receive
no compenfation? Yes: for, -

‘2. My text tells you * he fhall prolong his
days* The felf-devoted victim fhall have 2
glorious refurre¢tion. His days were cut off in
the midft ; but he rofe again, and fhall enjoy
an endlefs length of happy and glorious days.
'That he was once dead he was not athamed to
own, when he appeared in a form of fo much
majefty to Fobn. * Fear not, fays he, I am
s the firlt and the laft : I am he that liveth,and
« was dead; and behold, I am alive for ever-
# more () The man that hung upon Ca/
wary, and lay dead in the tomb of Fofeph of -
Arimathea, where is he now? O he has burft
the bonds of death, triumphed over the grave,
and enjoys an immortal life. And this immor-
tal life he fpends in a ftation of the moft exalted

Kg . dignity
(5) Rev.i. 17,18, '
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dignity and perfect happinefs for ever. See!
Jesus, ®* who was made a little lower than the
# angels, for the fuffering of death, crowned
# with glory and honour (¢).* Becaufe ® he
# humbled himfelf, and became obedient unto
# death, even the death of the cxofs, therefore
“ Gop hath highly exalted him, and given him
# a name which 1s above every name ; that at
# the name of Jesus every knee thould bow,
# and every tongue confefs (d).* It was for
this end that * Curist both died and rofe, and
# revived, that he might be Lorp both of the
# dead and of the living (¢).* By hisdeath he
acquired univerfal government, and has the
keys of &d%s, the vaft invifible world, and of
death thatleads into it (/). = This was a great
part of that *joy which was fet before him,
« for the fake of which he endured the crofs,
¢ defpifing the fhame (g).* ¥
~ And is the poor, defplfed infulted, crucified
]Eaus thus exalted ? Then I proclalm, like the

herald
- (¢) Heb.ii.g. () Phil,ii,8—11. () Rom. xiv.g.
{fi Rev.i.18. (g) Heb. xii. z.

. 1 Th's fentence, ¢ He fhall prolong his days, ™ is otherwife
tranﬂated by fome, and applied, not to Cmus'r, but to his feed,
¢ He fhall fee his feed, wbo fhall prolong their days ;" or, « He
¢« fhall fee a long-lived feed,” or ¢ a long fuccefion of pofteri.
ty,” [omippua waxpiCior, LXX.] This tranflation gives a ftriter
connection and uniformity to the words with the preceding and
following fentences. And in this fenfe it is undoubtedly true;

~for Jesus has always had, and ever will have fome fpiritual chil-

dren on our guilty globe: and neither earth nor hell fhall ever be
able to extinguith the facred race.
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herald before Fofeph, when advanced to be
prime minifter to Pharach, Bow THE KNEE !
fubmit to him, ye fons of men. He has bought
you with his blood, and has a right to your
fabjetion ; therefore yicld yourfelves to him.
This day become his willing fubjects, and fwear
allegiance to him at his table. Tohim let every
knee bow in this aflembly, and every tongue
* confefs that Jesus is Lorp. And do you now
feel your hearts begin to yield ? Are your fouls
now in the pofture of humble homage? Are
you ready to fay “ Lorp JEsus, reign over this
* foul of mine: fee, I refign it as the willing
« captive of thy crofs.” - Or will you ftand 1t
out againft him? Shall your hearts and prac-
tices, as it were, fend a meflage after him, now
when he is advanced to his heavenly throne,
. We will not have this man to reign over us
Then I proclaim you rebels, wilful inexcufable
rebels againft the fupreme, the moft rightful,
and the moft gracious government of CHRIsT;
-and if you continue fuch, you muft perith for-
ever by the fword of his juftice, without a
poflibility of efcaping. You cannot rebel againft
the crucified Jesus with impunity, for heis not
now dying upon the crofs, or lying fenfelefs in
the grave. He lives! he lives to avenge the af-
front. He lives forever to punifh you forever.
He fhall prolong his days to prolong your tor-
ment. Therefore you have no alternative, but

to fubmit to him, or perifh, ’
I may
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T may alfo propofe the immortality and ex-
altationi of CHRIST to you, as an encouragement
to defponding fouls. So the apoftle ufes it.
» He is able to fave to the uttermoft-all that
» comme unto Gop by him, feeing he ever
“ Jrveth (b).% In trufting your fouls to him,
you do not commit them to a dead Saviour. It
18 true, he was once dead above 1700 years
ago; but now he is alive, and behold, heliveth
for evermore. He lives to communicate his fpi-

" rit for your fanlification ; he lives tolook after
you in your pilgrimage through this wildernefs ;
he lives to fend down fupplies to you according
to your exigencies ; he lives to make perpetual

- interceflion for you (which 1s the -thing the
apoftle had particularly in view) to plead your -
caufe, to urge your claims founded on his blood,
arid to folicit bleffings for you. He lives forever
te make you happy for ever. And will you
not venture to truft your fouls in his hands?
You may fafely do it without fear. He has

“power and authority to protet you, being the
fupreme Lorp of all, and having all things
fubjeted to him; and confequently, nothing
can hurt you if he undertakes to be your guard.
Ye trembling weaklings, would it not be better
for you to fly to him for refuge, than to ftand

. qr your own footing, afraid of falling every
hour? He can, he will fupport you if you

-lean upon him. : :
. And
(%) Heb. vii. 25.
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And does he not appear to you as an object
of love in his exalted ftate ? He 1s all-glorious,
and deferves your love; and he is all benevo-
lence and mercy, and therefore felf-intereft, one
would think, would induce you to love him;
for to what end 1s he exalted ? Ifazab will tell
you. * He is exalted that he ‘may have mercy
# upon you (#).” He has placed himfelf upon
his throne, as upon an eminence, may I fo
fpeak, that he may the more advaptageoufly
{catter bleflings among the needy crowd beneath
him, that look up -to lum with eager withful
eyes, like the lame beggar on Peter and Fobn,
expecting to receive fomething from him. And
fhall not fuch grace and bounty, in one fo high-
ly advanced above you, excite your love? Cer-
tainly it muft, unlefs the principle of gratitude
be loft in your breafts. :

Finally, may I not propofe the exaltation
and immortality of th¢ Lorp Jesus, as an ob+
ject of congratulation to you that are his
friends? Friends naturally rejoice in the ho-
nours conferred upon one another, and mutu-
ally congratulate each other’s fuccefs. And will
‘not you that love Jesus rejoice with him, that
he is not now where he orce was ; not hanging
on a painful and ignominious crofs, but feated
upon a glorious throneé; not infulted by the
rabble, but adored by all the heavenly armies;
not pierced with a crown of thorns, but adorn-
ed with a crown of unfading glory; not op-

' prefled

G) Ifai, xxx; 18,
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preficd under loads of fuffering, but exulting in
the fulnefs of everlafting joys ? Muft you not
rejoice that his fufferings for you have had fo
happy an iffue with regard to himfelf? O! can

"you be funk in forrow, while your Head is ex-

alted to fo much glory and happinefs, and that
as a reward for the thame and pain he endured
for you! Methinks a generous fympathy thould
affect all his members ; and if you have no rea-
fon to rejaice on your own account, yet rejoice
for your Head : fhare in the joys of your Lorbp.
Thus you fee Jesus Curist has obtained the
richeft reward in brs own perfon. Butis this all ?
Shall his fufferings have no happy confequences
with regard to others ; in which he may rejoice
as well as for himfef ? Yes; for, ‘ o
3. My text tells you. “ He fhall fee his
» feed. He fhall fee of the travail of his foul,

= and fhall be fatisfied : and the pleafure of the

= Lorp fhall profper in his hand.* What an
emphatical variety of expreffions are here to fig-
nify the pleafure which Curist takes in ob-
ferving the happy fruits of  his death, in the
falvation of many of the ruined fons of men?
» He fhall fee his feed* By his feed are
meant the children of his grace, his followers,
the fincere profeflors of his religion. The dif-
ciples or followers of a noted perfon, for exam-
ple, a prophet or philofopher, are not feldom
denominated his feed or cbildren. Thefe words
are parallel to thofe fpoken by himfelf, in the

_ near profpect of his fufferings, * Verily, veri-

s 1}’)
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" lfy, I fay unto you, Except a corn of wheat
# fall into the ground, and die, it abideth
# alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much
= fruit (£).* So unlefs Jesus had fallen to the
ground and died, he would have abode alone ;
he would have poffefled his native heaven in
folitude, as to any of the fons of Adam : but
now by his dying, and lying entombed in the
ground, he has produced a large increafe.
One dying Curist has produced thoufands,
millions of Chriftians. His blood was prolific ;
1t was indeed ¢ the feed of the church £.” And,
blefled be Gopb, its prolific virtue is not yet
failed. His fpiritual feed have been growing
up from age to age; and O the delightful
thought! they have fprung up in this barren
foil, though alas! they too often appear thin
and withering. Thefe tender plants of righ-
teoufnefs have fprung up in fome of your fa-
milies ; and I truft, a goodly number of them
are here in the courts of the Lorp to-day. Now,
if you fearch after the root, you will find it
rifes from the blood of Jesus; and it is his
blood that gives it nourifhment. Jesus came
into our world, and fhed the blood of his heart
~ on the ground, that it might produce a crop
of fouls for the harveft of eternal glory: and
: without

(#) John xii. 24.
1 It was a proverb in the primitive times, that < The blood

¢« of the Martyrs was the feed of the Church;™ but never could it
be applied with fo much propiiety asto the blood of CurisT.
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without this we could no more expect it, than
wheat without feed or moifture. A part of
this feed s now ripened and gathered into the
granary of heaven, * like a fhock of corn come
# in in his feafon.* Another part is fhill in
- this unfriendly climate, fuffering the extremi-
ties of winter, covered with fnow, nipt with
froft, languithing in drought, and trodden -
under foot. Such are you, the plants of righ-
teoufnefs, that now hear me. But you are ri-.
pening apace, and your harveft is juft at hand.
Therefore bear up under the feverities of win-
ter ; for that coldnefs' of heart, that drought
for want of divine influences, thofe ftorms of
temptation, and thofe oppreflions that now
tread you down, will ere long be over. O!
'when fhall we fee this heavenly feed fpring up
in this place, in a more extenfive and promifing
degree ? When you travel through the country,
in this temperate feafon, with which Gop has
blefled our country that was parched and lan-
guifhing laft year, how agreeable is the furvey
of wide-extended fields, promifing plenteous
crops of various kinds? And O! fhall we not
have a fruitful feafon of fpiritual feed among
us ? May I accommodate the words of Jesus
‘to this affembly, * Lift up your eyes, and look
# on thefields; for they are white already to
# harveft (/) ?* O! is the happy feafon come,
when we fhall fee a large crop of converts in
this place? Then welcome thou long-expected

: (E:fon!

’

(/) Johniv, 35.
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~feafon! But alas! is not this a flattering hope 2
Is it not, on the other hand, a barren feafon
with us? Is not the harveft paft, and the fum-
mer over, while fo many are not faved? O!
the melancholy thought ! If it has been fo with
us for fome time, O let us endeavour to make
~ this a fruitful day!

We may perhaps more naturally underftand
this metaphor as taken, not from the feed of ve-
getables, but from that of man; and fo it fig-
nifies a poflersty, which is often called feed. This
only gives us another view of the fame cafe.
Spiritual children are rifing up to CurisT from
age to age, from country to country: and
blefled be his name, the fucceffion is not yet at
an end, but will run on as long as the {un en-
dureth. Spiritual children are daily begotten
by his word in one part of the world or other;
and even of this place it may be faid, * that this
# and that man was born here.* And are
there none among you now that feel the pangs
of the new birth, and are about to be added to
the number of his children ? O that many may
be born to him this day! O that this day we
may feel the prolific virtue of that blood which
was fhed above 1700 years ago! ‘

“ He fhall fee his feed.* It is a eomfort toa
dying man to fee a numerous offspring to keep
up his name, and inherit his eftate. This
comfort Jesus had in all the calamities of his
life, and in all the agonics of death, and this
animated him te endure all with patience. {?e

w
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faw fome of his fpiritual children weeping a-
round him while hanging on the crofs. He
looked forward to the end of time, and faw a
numerous offspring rifing up from age to algle
to call him blefled, to bear up his name in the
world, and to fharein his heavenly inheritance.
And O! may we not indulge the pleafing hope,
that from bis crofs he caft alook towards Hanover
in the ends of the earth; and ‘that in his laft
agonies he was revived with this refletion, « I
¢ fee I {hall not die in vain: I fee my feed dif-
¢ perfed over the world; and reaching the
¢ wilds of America. 1 forefee that a number
« of them, towards the end of the world, will
¢ meet in Hanover gratefully to commemorate
¢ the fufferings.I am now enduring, and de-
- ¢ yote themielves to me forever.” O! m
Brethren, will you not afford the blefled Jesus
this pleafure? It is but little, very little, for all
‘the tortures he bore for you; your fins-have
given him many a wound; many a pang, and
will you not now grant him this fatisfaction ?
But the crofs is not the only place from whence
he takes a view of his fpiritual feed. He is now
exalted to his throne in the higheft heavens ;
and from thence he takes a wide furvey of the
univerfe. Helooks down upon our world : he
beholds kings in all their grandeur, victorious.
generals with all their power, ngblesand great
men in all their pomp; but thefe are not the
objelts that beft pleafe his eyes. * He fees his
feed # he fees one here, and another there,
: ' : bought
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bought with his blood, and born of his fpirit ;
and this is the moft delightful fight our world
can afford him. Some of them may. be. op-
prefled with poverty, covered with rags, or
ghaftly with famine : they may make no great
figure in mortal eyes; but he loves to look at

* them, he efteems them as his children, and the
~ fruits of his dying pangs. And let me tell you, :

his eyes are upon this affembly to-day ; and if
there be one of his fpiritual feed among us, he
can diftinguifh him 1n the crowd. He fees you"
drinking in his word with eager ears; he fees
you at his table commemorating his love; he-
fees your hearts breaking with penitential for-
rows, and melting at his crofs. And O! {hould
we not all be folicitous that we be of that happy
number on whom his eyes are thus gracioufly
fixed ? o
But thefe are not the only children whom he
delights to view ; they are not all in fuch an
abject imperfect ftate. No, he fees a glorious
company of them around his throne in heaven,
arrived to maturity, enjoying their inheritance,
and refembling their divine parent. How does
his benevolent heart rejoice to look over the
immenfe plains of heaven, and fee them all
peopled with his feed ! When he takes a view of
this numerous offspring, {prung from his blood,
and when he looks down to our world, and

* we hope, to this place among others, and fees .
' fo many infants in grace, gradually advancing-

to their adult age ; when he fees fome, perhaps
- Vor. IIL, - L every
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every hour fince he died upon Calvary, enter-
ing the gates of heaven, having finifhed their
coyrfe. of education upon earth; I fay, when
this piofpect appears to him on every hand,
how. daes he rejoice | ‘Now the prophecy in my
text is fulfilled, * He fhall fee of the travail of
# his foul, and fhall be fatisfied.” " If you put
the fentiments of his benevolent heart intolan-
guage, methinks it is to this purpofe, « It is’
‘¢ enpugh ; “fince my death has been fo fruitful -
- % of fuch a glorious pofterity, I am fatisfied.
«« If finners will but fubmit to me, that I may -
‘ fave them; if they will but fuffer me to make
« them happy, Idefire no other reward for all
““ my agonies for them. If this end be but
“ anfwered, I donotatall repent of my hang-
“ ing on, the tree for them.” . O Sirs, muft
not your hearts melt away within you, to hear
fuch:language as this ? See the ftrength of the
love of Jesus! if you be but faved he does not
grudge his blood and life for you. Your falva-
tion would make amends for all. He afks no
other reward from you than that you would -
become his f{piritual feed, and behave as chil- -
dren towards him. . This he would count the
greateft joy; a joy more than equivalent to all
the pains he endured for you. And, O! my

Brethren, will you not afford him this joy to- - -

day? This is a point 1 have much at heart,
and therefore I muft urge it upon you ; nay, I
can take no denial in it..  Jesus. has done and
fuffered a great deal for you, and has gratitude
e ‘- never
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never conftrained you to enquire how you can
oblige him? Or what you {hall do for him in
return? If this be your enquiry, you have an
anfwer immediately : devote yourfelves to his
fervice, love and obey him as his dutiful chil-
dren, that he may fave you. If you would
oblige him, if you would give him full fatisfac~
tion for all the forrows you have caufed him,
do this; do this or nothing ; for nothing elfe
can pleafe him. Suppofe he fhould this day
appear to you in that form in which he once
was feen by mortals, {fweating great drops of
blood, accufed, infulted, bruifed, fcourged,
racked upon the crofs; and fuppofe he thould
turn to you with a countenance full of loveand
pity, and drenched with blood and tears, and
addrefs you in fuch moving language as this,
« See! finners, fee what I fuffer for you; fee
¢ at what a dear rate I purchafe your life ; fee
* howI love you. And now I have only this
to afk of you inreturn, that you would for-.
fake thofe murderous fins which thus torment
me ; that you would love and ferve me; and
accept of that falvation which I am now
purchafing for you with the blood of my
heart : this I afk with all the importunity of
my laft breath, of bleeding wounds, and
expiring groans. Grant me but this, and [
< am fatisfied ; I fhall think all my fufferings
« well beftowed.” I fay, fuppofe he fhould
addrefs you thus in perfon, what anfwer would
he receive from this affembly ?- O! would you
L2 . not



148 The Sufferings of CurisT  Serm.26.
not all cry out with one voice, * Lorp JEsus,
‘¢ thou haft overcome us with thy love. Here
“ we confent to thy requeft. Prefcribe any
‘ thing, and we will obey. Nothing can be a
“ fufficient compenfation for fuch dying love.”
Well, my Brethren, though Jesus be not here
in perfon, yet he makes the fame requeft to you
by the preaching of the gofpel, he makes the

fame requeft by the fignificant reprefentation of -
his fufferings, juft about to be given by facra- |

mental figns; and therefore make the fame an-
fwer now, which you would to himfelf in per-
fon. He has had much grief from Hanover ere
now; many fins committed here lay heavy up-
on him, and bruifed and wounded him: and
O ! will you not afford him joy this day ? Will
you not give him the fatisfattion he defires?

His eyes are now running through this aflfem-
bly, and fhall he not fee of the travail of his

foul 2" Shall he not fee the happy fruits of his

death ? There is joy in heaven at the converfion

of one finner, and Jesus has a principal thare
in the joy. And will you endeavour to roh
him of it? If you reject his propofal, the lan-
guage of your condu& is, «“ He fhall have no
< caufe of joy, as far as I can hinder it; he
¢ fhall however have none from me: all his
« fufferings fhall be in vain, as far as I can
¢« render them fo.” And are you not fhocked
at fuch blafphemy and bafe ingratitude ? The
happinefs of his exalted ftate confifts in a great

- degree in the pleafure of feeing the defigns of
' his
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his death accomplifthed in the converfion and
falvation of finners ; and therefore by denying
him this you attempt to degrade him, to rob
~ him of his hapfpincfs, and to make him once
more a man of forrows. And can you venture
upon fuch impiety and ingratitude? I tell you,
Sirs, it will not do for you to profefs his name,
to compliment him with the formalities of re-
ligion, and to be Chriftians in pretence; while
you do not depart from iniquity, and while
your hearts are not fired with his love.- He
takes no pleafure in feeing fuch fpurious feed,
that have no refemblance to their pretended -
father ; but he will difown them at laft as he
did the Jews, and tell them, * Ye are of your
 father the devil, whofe works ye do(m).® "
The thing in which he would rejoice,. and
~‘which I am inculcating upon you, is, that as:
penitent helplefs finners you would caft your-
Yelves entirely upon the merit of his atonement,
devote yourfelves to his fervice, and fubmit to
him as your Lorpj that is, that you would
- become true, genuine, fincere Chriftians. This,
and nothing. fhort of this, would afford him
pleafure ; and canyou refufe it to him ; efpeci-
ally when it will afford the greateft pleafure to
yourfclves? ‘Permit me, my dear Brethren, to
fift upon it, that you rejoice the heart of the
‘blefled Jesus to-day. 1 requeft you in his name
and ftead ; and to which of -you fhall I make
the requeft with fuccefs? Will yau, the free-
I L3 © - born
(=) John viii, 44.
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born defcendants of Brifons, gratify him in this?
Or if you refufe, behold I turn to the Gentiles.
Some of you poor Negroes have, I hope, re-
joiced the heart of CurisT, by fubmitting to him
as your Saviour ; and are there no more among
you that will do him this kindnefs? O! can
any- of you bear the thought of refufing? He
bore the. black crimes of many a poor Negroe ;
and now he is looking upon’you to fee what
return ‘you ‘will 'make him. Come then, ye
that ‘are at once flaves to men, and f{laves to
fin, let » the Son make you free, and you fhall
* be free indeed.: He will deliver you from
" finand Satan, the worft of mafters, and bring
you into the glorious liberty of his children.
. Here I would for a while drop my addrefs
to the noble principle of gratitude, and endea=
vour to work upon that of Self-love, which,
though lefs noble, is more ftrong in degenerate
creatures. In affording CurisT this pleafure,
gu will afford the greateft pleafure to yourfelves,
for it is your happinefs, your falvation that he
Tejoices in, and therefore in grieving him you
ruin yourfelves. Accept of him as your Sa-
viour and Lord, and you fhall be happy for-
ever ; but if you reject him, you are forever
tindone, He will not fave you, and where will
you look for a Saviour? To which of the
faints, to which, of the angels will yon turn?
Alas! they will all caft you off if Curist re-
nounces you. If you, will not fuffer him to re-
Joice. over you “in doing you good, he will
- - rejoice
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rejoice over you in doing you evil: he will
glorify himfelf in your deftruttion: he will
pleafe himfelf in the exécution of juftice upon
you. The flamés of hell will burn dreadfully
bright to refle@t the fplendors of his perfec-
tions. But on thé¢ other hand, if you afford
him joy at your converfion this day, he will
reward you forever ; he will reward yoit with
all the joys of heaven. e

- Here then is a twofold cord to draw--you to
Jesus CHrisT, the love of CarisT<and thé
love of yotirfelves ; 4nd one would think fuck
a cord could not be eafily broken. - Tan any
of you refift the united foree of gratitude and

* felf-intereft ! Are you {o Unnatural as to fin

againft Curior, arid’ agdinft your- own life s
to ruin yourfelves rather-tharn oblige hini? Whd
would think that the once noble nature of man
fhould ever be capablé of fuch a degree of de=

‘generacy? And 0! who! Would have thought

that ‘the Son of Gop would lay down his life,
or even entertain one’befitvelent thouglit for
fuch bafe ungrateful eredtures ‘that care folit=
tle for him, or even for their own true'mtéreft #
F uft bring this mattet to a thort iflue ; iand it
is this ; you mint either afford Crirtst this ge-
nerou$ pleafure, by receiving and fubmitting
to him this day, or you will return home under
the additional guilt of rejecting hitn, -and doing
all you could to reduce im into mifery again ;
and if you continue fuch, which alas!.is not
snprobable, you muft feel his eternal refent-

~ L4 o ' meats,
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ments, and perifh forever under the weight of
his righteous vengearice. Let us now proceed
to another part of the text.

# The pﬁaafurc of the Lorp fhall profper in
» his hand.® It is the pleafure of the Lorn
that finners fhould be faved through the medi-
ation of Jesus CurisT ; 1 fay, tbrough the me-
diation of Jesus CHRisT ; for he is determined
they fhall not be faved in any other way ; heis
determined that thofe who refufe to be faved in
this way, fhall not be faved atall ; becaufe their
falvation in any other way would not be con-
fiftent with: the glory of his perfections, the
honour of his government, and his character
as the fupreme magiftrate of the univerfe; and
his honour and glory are of more importance
than the happinefs of all created worlds; and
therefore their happinefs cannot be dbtained in
a way inconfiftent with it But through the
mediation of CHRIsT finners may be faved, and
in the mean time the honour of the divine per-
feCtions and government fecured, and even il-

luftrated. He has .made atonement for. fin,

and anfwered the demands of the divine law and
juﬁice; fo that Gop can now be juft, and yet
juftify him that believeth in Jesus. Hence
“ Gopisin Cur1s§T,” obfervein CHRIST,
* reconciling the world to himfelf ().* His
heart is fet upon it, and the fuccefs of this

fcheme affords him the greateft pleafure. It is

not only your intereft, but your duzy to be fav-
W S ed
R (‘a zcor-,AV. 19, : ) T

—————
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ed. Itis as much your duty to enter into hea-
ven, as topray, or perform any other part of
religion. 'And your deftruction will not only
be your righteous Ilifuni{hment,‘ but your /i ;
the moft criminal felf-murder. Gobp has been
pleafed to interpofe his authority to give great-
er force to- the principle of felf-love.  Your in-
tereft has this additional recommendation, that
it is your duty ; and you fin againft Gop in ru-
ining yourfelves. Here again my fubject leads
me to addrefs myfelf to the united principles of
gratitude and felf-love. Will you not afford’
the Lorp that made you this benevolent plea--
fure? Will you not gratify him in this, when

it is your happinefs he fecks ? Has neither the

pleafure of Gop, nor your own immortal in-
tereft, any weight with you? Is fin dearer to
you than both ? Alas!- if you are not to be
wrought upon by confiderations drawn from
the love of Gop, or love to yourfelves, from
gratitude or felf-intereft, from what topic fhall
1 reafon with you? If this be the cafe, you are
no longer to be dealt with as reafonable crea~’
tures, but as natural brute beafts, made to be"

- taken and deftroyed.

- 'This work of faving finners Gop has entruft-
ed to Jesus CurisT ; and he has chofen avery
proper perfon for fo grand and difficult an un-
dertaking. * The pleafure of the Lorp fhall
profper in bis band,* or-under his management.
He knows how to carry on the fcheme to the
beft advantage, The work has been goinfg on

: rom .
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. from Adam to thisday in fpite of all oppafitian,
and it is not now at a ftand. O that it may
prﬁi}_)er among you, my dear people! O that
the facred Trinity, and all the angels on high,
may look down with pleafure this day on this
guilty fpot, rejoicing to fee the grand fcheme
of falvation fuccefsfully going on! My Bre-
thren, will not you fall in with the defign?
A defign fo favourable to yourfelves. Will you
not all concur to promote it, and carry it into
execution upon a child, a friend, a neighbour,
and ef] ecial y upon yourfelves? Or will you fet
YOurﬁgcx}és”againﬁ the Lorp and againft his
Arnointed, by refufing to fall in with this
fcheme ? -_Wiﬁ’ you join in the confpiracy againft
it with the malevolent powers of hell, who op-
pofe it with all their might becaufe it tends to
youi' falvation? You readily concur in any
fchemie for your temporal advantage, and why-
not in this ? Is the happinefs of heaven theon-
ly kind of happinefs that you are carelefs about ?
1s the falvation of your immortal foul the only
~ deliverance for which you have no defire?
Alas! are you become fo ftupidly wicked ?

- This fubject affords. ftrong confolation to
fuch of you as hdve complied with the method
of falvation through CarisT, fince the falva-
tion of finners in this way is the pleafure of
the Lorp ; .and fince it is entrufted to the faith-.
ful and {kilful hands of Curist, under whofe
nianagement it will profper, you may be fure
his pleafure will be accomplithed with refpect

' ' to
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to you,and thatthe divine fcheme fhall be carried
into compleat execution in fpite of all oppofi-
tion. erefore rejoice in your fecurity, and
- blefs his name to whom you owe it.

I fhall conclude with a few advices adapted
to this folemn facramental occafion. i

The table of the Lorp is juft about to be
fpread among us. 'This is another inftance of
the grace and benevolence of CuRisT ; for to
remember him, which is the defign, of this or-
dinance, is not only your duty, but your privi-

lege and happinefs. The remembrance of him
has virtue 1n it to refreth your fouls, to heal
“your wounded confciences, and ‘to revive your
languifhing graces. Hence it is thdt this or-
dinance is not only a memorial of CurisT, but
a feaft for your refrefhment .and fupport ; and
confequently his making it a ftanding ordinance
in his church is a ftanding evidence of his good-
will to his people to the end of the wor.lg. It
. 1s true it is an inftitution little regarded even
in the Chriftian world.: to many the.table of
the Lorp is contemptible, or they ftand by
and gazeat it as unconcerned or curious fpecta-
tors, But this does not depreciate it, nor is it
a reafon why you fhould £(ert it.. Come, ye
children, creud round your Father’s table to-day.
Let Jesus fee his feed feafting together in coms
memoration of him, and in mutual love with
one another. Let him now fec of the travail
of his foul, thechildren with whom he travail-

ed
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‘ed asin birth ; let him now fee a goodly com~
pany of them around his table, that he may
bedatisfied. Let me remind you that you have
caufed him many an heavy hour, and much
pain and forrow ; therefore let him in return
have pleafure and fatisfattion from you this day.
O! rejoice the heart you have often broken,
and let there be joy in heaven over you. Let
‘the angels that are miniftring to the {aints, and .
‘that are no doubt hovering unfeen over this
affembly, viewing thofe humble memorials of
that Saviour whom they behold without a veil
in his native heaven, let them carry up glad
- “tidings ‘to- their Lorp this ‘evening; and tune.
their harps' above to higher ftrains of joy and
‘praife. And'O! that the loft fheep would this
day return, that their kind fhepherd may re-
joice over.them! He came from heaven in
fearch of you, and will you keep out of .his
‘way, and fear falling into his hands? Let wan-
-dering prodigals return, that there may be joy
in your father’s houfe, whofe arms are ftretch-
ed out to embrace you, and who is looking
after you with eager eyes. ' O let the pleafure
of the Lorp profper among us this day, and it
'will be a day gratefully to be remembered to
all eternity ! o o

- This ordinance is alfo'a feal of the covenant
of grace ; therefor® come to it this day to renew
your contraét with your Gop and Saviour; to
take him for your Gob, and to give up your-
felves to him as his people, in an everlafting
- covenant
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covenant never to be forgotten. Make a fure
covenant ; call heaven and earth, Gop, angels
and men to be witnefles to it, and feal it with
the memorials of your dying redeemer. You
had need to make it firm for much depends
upon it, and you have much to go through to
perform the duties of the Chriftian life; to
confli® with powerful temptations; todie; to
ftand at the fupreme tribunal; thefe are the
things you are to go through, and you cannot
pafs through them with honour or fafety, un-
lefs you make fure of - an intereft in Gop, and
- give up your all into his hands.

This ftitution is alfo intended to cultivate
the communion of the faints ; and therefore, as
children you are to fit down at the table of your -
common father, with hearts full of ardent love
to mankind, and efpecially to the houfhold of
faith, Let no angry or malicious paffion pol-
lute this facred feaft ; but be all charity and be-
nevolence, like that redeemer whofe death you
celebrate. ,

Finally, you are now to renew your vows
and obligations to be the Lorp’s, and to walk
in his ways all the days of yourlife. See that
you enter into them with an entire dependance
upon his ftrength: and O! remember them
afterwards to carry them into execution. One
‘would think that all traitors would be forever
deterred from fitting down at the Lorp’s table
by the fhocking example of Fudas, the firft
hypocrite that profaned it, And O! onengl}lllc:

. thin
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think that vows made in fo folemn a pofture,
dnd with the emblems of CrRisT’s body and
blood in your hands, would not foon be forgot-
ten as trifles. It is, methinks, an exploit of
wickednefs to be capable of this; and none of
you, I hope, are hardy enough to venture
upon it. - ' '

* g o
ettt
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SERMON XXVIL

Life and Immortality revealed in ‘the
“Gofpel. |

Lefctetotereic folootetotopatetoftoteligateolot -2 )

2 TIMOTHY I 10.

And bath brought Life and Immortality ta Light
: by the Gofpel. *

G 7aa=3 O extenfive have been the havock and
s ¥ devaftation which Death has made in
[ % the world for near fix thoufand years,
e ever fince it was firft introduced by
the fin of man, that this earth is now become
one vaft grave-yard, or burying-place for her ;
fons. The many generations that have follow- -
ed upon each other, m fo quick a fucceffion
from Adam to this day, are now in the man--
fions under ground. And there muft we and
all the prefent generation fleep ere long. Some
make a fhort journey from the womb to the
' ’ grave :
@ This- Sermnon was preached at the Funeral of Mr William -
Yuille; and is dated Sepr. 1. 1756, '



160 - Life and bﬁmortality Serm.27.

grave : they rife from nothing at the creative:

fiat of the Almighty, and take an immediate

flight into the world of fpirits, without an in- °

termediate ftate of probation. Like a bird on
the wing, they perch upon our globe, reft a
day, a month, or a year, and then fly off for
fome other regions. It is evident, thefe were
not formed for the purpofes of the prefent ftate,
where they make fo fhort a ftay ; and yet we
are fure they are not made in vain by an all-
wife creator; and therefore we conclude they
are young Immortals, that immediately ripen
in the world of fpirits, and there enter upon
fcenes for which. it was worth their while to
come. into exiftence. Others fpring up and

bloom for a few years; but they fade away -
like a flower, and arecut down. Others arrive,

at the prime or meridian of human life; but

in all their ftrength and gaiety, and amid their’

hurries, and fchemes, and promifing profpetts,
they are furprized by the arreft of death, and
laid ftiff, fenfelefs, and ghaftly in the grave.

A few creep into their beds of duft under the .

burden of old age, and the gradual decays of
nature. In fhort, the grave is ** the place ap-
* pointed for all living;* the general rendez-
vous of all the fons of 4dam. Therg the prince
and the beggar, the conqueror and theflave,
the giant and theinfant, the fcheming politician,
and the fimple peafant, -the wife and the fool,
Heathens, Jews, Mahometans, and Chriftians,
all lie equally low, and mingle their duft with-

' ' : . out

-

 —————————— ™
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out diftintion. There beauty in‘all its charms:
putrifies into ftench and corruption, and feeds;
the. vileft infeCts. There the fturdy arm of
youth lies torpid and benumbed unable to:
drive off the worms that crawl through their -
frame, and riot upon their marrow. There

* lie our anceftors, our neighbours, our friends,:
our relatives, with whom we once converfed,

and who were united to our hearts by ftrong -
and endearing ties ; and there lies our frie::f

the fpritely vigorous youth, whofe death is the;
occalgon of this funeral folemnity. . This earth
is over-fpread with the ruins of the human.
frame: it is an huge carnage, a vaft charnel-.
houfe, undermined and hollowed with graves, -
~ thelaft manfions of mortals. = . . :
" And f{hall thefe ruins of time and death ne-.
ver be repaired ? Is this the final {tate of human

nature? Are all thefe millions of creatures that,
were fo curioufly formed, and that could think, -
and will, and exercife the fuperior powers of

reafon, are they all utterly extin&, reforbed in-. -

to the yawning gulph of annihilation, and never
.again to emesge into life and ativity ? If this.
be the cafe, the expoftulation of the pfalmift
upon this ful}pof!)tion feems unavoidable;
“ Lorp, wherefore haft thou made all men in
#'vain (¢)* It was not worth while to come
into being, if it muft be refigned fo foon. The
powers of reafon were thrown away upon us,

Vo III. M if

() i’falm xxxix. 47.° -

-«
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if. they were given only for the low purpofes of’
e prens e o the I Rurpolis of
+ But my text revives'us with heavenly hight to’
feitter this tremendous gloom. Jesys hath:
abolifted death, overthrown its emiprre, ‘and;
deliveked its captives; and he % hath brduggti
= fife- and immortality to light by the gofpeP=
- Eifeand fmmortality here feém toreferboth to
the fiz/ and the'body, the two conflituents of- -
oufiperfon.’ As applicd to the dudy, kfe-and:
imrhortality ﬁgnify,"thgt, though our bodies’
are diffolved at’death, and return into - their’
mative'elements, yet they fhall be formed anew_
with vaf® imprévémerits, dnd raifed to an im--
mortal ediftence ; fothat they thall be as-thﬁugﬂi

death never had had any power over them ',

and thus death fhall be ajolifbed, annihilated,
. and alk'traces of the ruins 1t had made forever
difappear, as though they had mever been. It’
is in this fenfe chiefly, that the word -smmor-
tality or incorruptibility 1 is ufed m my text. Bat:
then the refurrection of the,‘iody lgﬁpoﬁs the
- perpetual exiftence of the foul, for whofé fake
'3t 15 raifed: therefore life and immortality, as’ -
. referring to the foul; fignify that it is insmortal,:
in ‘a firict ‘and' ‘proper fenfe; that is, thatit
cannot die at all, or be diffolved like the body;
but it lives in the agonies of the éying animal 5
it lives after the diffolutjon of the animal frame -
in a feparate’ frate ; ‘it lives at the refurre@ion to *

ré:animate the new-formed body ; and i Hves -

o forever,
1 <¢Sasoia. '

e e et
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forever,. like, its immortal Parent, and. fhall
friever be diffolved nor annihilated. In this
complex fenfe we may underftand the immor-
tality of which my text fpeaks. o
‘Now it istothe gofpel that we owe the clear
~ difcovery of immortality in both'thefe fenfes,
s for the refurrestion of the dead; whichi con-
rs a kind of immortality -upon our mortal
bodies; it is altogether” the difcovéry of divine.
revelation. The light of nature could not fo
~much as give a hint of it to the moft fagacious
philofophers in the beatben world, They did
nat hope for it as poffible, much lefs believe it
as certain. And when, among other important:
do&trines-of pure revelation, it'was firft preach~.
ed to them by St Payl, their pride could not
Bear the mortification of being taught by a:
Tent-maker what all their {tudies had not been.
able to difcover, and therefore they rejected it
with fcorn; and ridiculed it as'a new-fangled’
netion-of the fuperftitious Jews. . This feems
te have, been an entire’ fecyet to all nations, .
(except the Jews). till the light of chrifffanity,,
wned upen the world. . They bad an etérral
arewel to their bodies, when they dropped.
them into the grave. They never expected to
meet them again in-all the glorious improve-
meents of an happy refurretion. But that di- -
vipe Revelation from wlienice wg learniour reli-
on, opens & us a brighter profpect; it
%en thens our eyes to look forwards through = -
€ 'g?bo’msgf death, .and behold the many that
M2 ' fleep -
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fleep in the duft awaking; * fome to everlafting
@ life, and fome to fhame and everlafting ¢on-

# tempt (p).® It aflures us, * that the hour is-

* coming, when all that are in the grave, fhall
# hear the voice of the Son of Gop, and fhall
» come forth,. they that have done good, to the
# refurre&ion of life, and they that have done
# evil, to the refurreGtion of damnation {¢).*
Therefore, be it known unto thee, O Death,
thou king of tergors, that though we cannot
now refift thy power, nor efcape thy arreft,

et we do not furrender ourfelves to. thee as
Kelplefs irredeemable prifoners. We fhall yet
burft thy bonds, and obtain the vi¢tory over
thee. And when we commit the duft of our
friends, or our own to thee, O Grave, know,
it is a truft depofited in thy cuftody to be faith-
fully kept till called for by Him, who was once
a prifoner in thy territories, but regained his
liberty, and triumphed over thee, and’ put that
fong of vitory into the mouths of all his fol-

lowers, * O Death, where is thy fting?- O

# Grave, where is thy vi€tory (r)i* 8

~As for the immortality of the fou! Chriftian’
Philofophers find it no difficulty to.eftablith it-
upon the plain principles of reafon. Their
arguments are fuch as thefe; and I think they
are conclufive; That the foul is an immaterial’
fubftance, and therefore cannot perith by diflo-
lution like the body ; that the foul is a fubftance

: | L diftinct.

’ '(p).'ljan. ‘xii. 2. . )] joh'li v.28.
- 7(r) 1Cor.xv.55, :

-
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- diftiné from the body, -and therefore the diffo-

lution of the -body has no more tendency to
deftroy the foul, than the breaking of a cage
to deftroy the bird encldfed in it ; that Gop
has implanted in the foul the innate.defire of

- immortality, ‘and that as the tendencies of na-

ture in other inftances, and in other creatures,
are not in vain, this innate defire is an indica-

" tion that he intended it for an immortal dura-

tion ; that as Gob is the moral Governor of the
rational world, there muft be rewards and pu-
nithments, and that therefore there muft be a
future ftate of retribution ; for we fee mankind
are now under a promifcuous. Providence, and
generally are not dealt with according to their
works ; and if there be a future ftate of retri-
bution, the -foul muft live in a future ftate,
otherwife it could not be the fubjeét of rewards
and punifhments. Thefe and the like topics
of argument have been improved by the friends.
of Immortality to prove that important doftrine
beyond all reafonable fufpicion. And becaufe
thefe arguments from reafon feem fufficient,
fome would conclude that we are not at all
obliged to the Chriftian Revelation in this re-
fpeé%.ed But it fhould be confidered that thofe
are not the arguments of the populace, the
bulk ‘of mankind, but of a few philofophic
ftudious men ; -but as Immortality is the pre-
rogative of all mankind, of the ignorant and
illiterate as well as of the wife and learned, all
mankind of all ranks of underftanding are,
; M3 ~ equally
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& ually coticerned ' in the doftrine:sf Immois
tality ; and therefof; 4! dommon ' Revelatien
was’ rieccﬂh , which weuld teach the Plough.
Shad. and M'echame, as well aswhe Philos
fopher, *that - he -was formed ‘for am immortal
exifterice, and- -confequently that:it is his
concern to fit himfelf for-a happ:mfs beyomd
the grave, as lafting ashis nature. . Now it
the gofpel alone that makes this1 1mportant s
cove;'y fplam and obviouste all.- &t ‘muft aifis
be confidered that men:may be able-to demons
ftrate 4 truth, when-the hint 'is ‘once giran;
which they wou‘ld never havé -difecvered, nor

crhaps faipetted, without that hint. So-when
* the'gofpel of Cugisr-'hes Iroupght laumory -

= tallz' to light,* our Chriftian: Philofephers

port it’ with'argumehts from resfon’y
but had vchey ‘beerns: deftitute of this additignl
hight they would “have -been loft-in' perplekity
and ‘uncertainty, ot at beft have advanced fo
_ further than pl#tfible or probable: cmye&urh

Perfons fnay be ‘affifted in their farches by

ligh of ‘revelation, but, bein, aécuﬁomod to. tt,,
they may miftake it for the light of their ovm
feafon ; ‘orthey miy not befo oneft and huai.
ble ‘as to acknowiedge the afliftance they. haut
received. The fureft way to kriow: what mere
unaffifted reafon can do, is o ‘enarire what ‘it

has altually done in thofe Sages of ‘the beathen

world who had no other guide, and in whom
it was carried to the higheft degree of improves..
ment, Now wefindinfaét that thoughfome Phia

y lofophcrs

o .
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lofophers, had iplaufibilities and: prefumptions
f\tl;;tg:heir {qu}g‘pthwld exift after t ,c,diﬂbfution
of their badies, yet that.they rather fuppaled,

1 wifhed, or thought it probsble, than-irmly
%‘m@d itupon.gaod evidence., , The Secrasess,
&he Plates and the Giceros of ‘Grvee and.Roms,
after, all their fearches, - were moro perplexed.on
$his point, than a plain-commen Chriftian iof
dhe fmalleft intellectual improvements.in our
Jand of evangelical light, . Whoever.teads their
Aveyngs upon this {fubject will find, that; when
they draw the conclufion of the- foul's-exiftence
After death, it is very often from extravagahtard
chimerica} premifes; fuch s the 'Pl'ﬁ?ﬁXiﬁ?ﬂﬁC of
drumanfouls,sheir fucceffive tran migration from
bady to body, .sheir ‘being literally particles.of
the Deity, whom they fup?qred to'ba thie: ik
Munds, the: univerlal Spul, of the world, €.

All thele premifes want, the fupport, of .proper
jevidence,. mc)gu fowe of ithem, -are- dited}ly. fuly-

~Yerfive of the preper. notion ef, a futype ate,
33 3 fRateof tewrirds and. panithments... | Soma-
tines indeed they feem o' reafbn:froett betdor
principless but then thay. ftill hefitate -bout
.the. conclufion;, and fluttvate, beteen the pre-
fumptions for it and the objections againtt it,
Socrates was confefledly the. brighteft charaéter
in the beatben. world, and {eemed to have the

. .

faireft claim of any among them to the bonour

of a Martyr for- the caufe of truth and virtue;;
.and yet-even he, when making his-defence be-
-fore his Judges, fpeaks in the language of un-
- Mg ... (Certainty
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certaifity and’ perplexity. ¢ Death, fays he,
¢ either reduces us to nothmg, and entnrcly
4. deftroys all fenfe and’ cotifcioufnefs ; or, ‘as
ot fome fay, it c(mveys us from this world intd
#_fome other region*.” Thus, wheti ﬁandin§
.on ‘the brink of eternity, he was not affure
‘whether. he wag about to leap into the hideous
“gulph of annihilation; or to pafs into fomé: vic
“tal region replete with inhabitants. ‘Wheri h¢
"was cgndemned his laft words to the Court
:were thefe, *¢ It is time for us to part; I, that
*: 1 may fuﬂ’erdeath and you, that you may
fe<.enjoy-life:t but which of us’ has the happier
4 oty :1s known only to Gop¥.”  Poor honeft
«Socrates I-how happy 'hadft thou been, hadft
thou - but jenjoyed' one ghmmbnﬁg ray ‘of that
-heéaventy’ light which. multitudes ameng: us-de-
f ife? "My Bréthren, “let us be thankful for our’
r)or >advama!ges, and let us pnze and im-
rove! that precious gofpel,- which ' gives us full
-nfbrmation in this witportant point, ‘and rei-
-ders the theaneft: Chitiftian wafer in this refpe&
Lthan Socrdtes himfelf. =« -
- My prefent defign is hot to propofe argu--
mqms ‘for the ~convxfhon of yo‘ur judgments,
® Avay o Sang,v i c’aSa,m» 5 7ag d1ov pndiv nms,pmJl
B mﬁnﬂv p{n}:pm pedmds Vigew +v fss'vw':!a W 2ala va Nya,_i:ga.
w'lafo‘mi g fu'yxém Jou x m'rétxnm; =i afwxm.'. % Témy ‘ﬁ
§"9f15‘¢ u; ‘@AAoy 'ro';rov P[ah SocraT. APOL P '
4 33 S umlm, ipol pb, zmSawpum, oun N cho;mol;.—
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which I hope ‘yoﬁ do not fo much need, but I.

fhall give youfomeidea of Immortality, in both
“the fenfes I have mentioned, and then improve it.
+ Let us firft look through the ‘waftes and
glooms of death and the grave to the glorious
dreadful morning of ‘thé refurretion. At the
all-alarming clangor of the laft trumpet, Adam,
and the fleeping millions of his pofterity ftart
into fudden life. . # The hour iscoming in the
= which all that are in the gvaves fhall hear the
= voice of the Son’of Man, and fhall comé
“ forth, they that have done good to the Re-
* furrection of life, -and they that have done
* evil to the Refurrettion of damnation (f).*
"+ 'Theén, my Brethren{ your duft and miné
fhall be organized, and re-animated; and
« though after our’ fkin' worms-deftroy thefé
# bodies, yet in our flefh fhall we fee Gob (z).
# Then this corruptible fhall put on incorrup-
+ tion, ‘ahd this mortal fhall put on immor-
u tality (o) T
- And may not the profpe&t alarm'uss, and fet
us ‘upon €éarneft preparation for thefe important
“4cenes? Shall we take fo much care of our bo-
dies in this moytal ftate, where, after all our
care; they muft foon fall to duft, and become
the prey of worms, and fhall we take no care
that they may have a happy and glorious Refur-
rection? ‘What does it fignify how they are fed
‘or drefled, while they are only fattening for
. warms, and the ornaments of drefs may be’ our
SREERUIE - winding
“ (/) Johnv.28. (¢) ﬁ;b xix. 26, (o) 1 Cor.xv. 53.
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winding {heet ? Jmt,does this fignify, jncom-
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the foul.  And'here, what an extenfive and il-
~ Tuftrious profpett opens before us! Look a lit-
tle way backward, and your fight is loft in the
darkriefs ‘of non-exiftenice. - A few 'years

you were nothing. But'a¥ the creative fiat of
the Almiighty, that little fpatk of being, the
foul, was ftruck out of riothing ; and now it
warms your breaft, and animates the machine
- of flefh, But fhall this glimmering fpark, this
diving: pdrt:ézda aure,’ ever be extinguifhed ?
No, it will: furvive the’ tins of the univerfe,
~ and blaze out into’ immortality : it will be co-
- @val 'with ‘the” Angels, the ‘natives of ‘Heaven;
and the Jnd; érzae, the otiginal 'inhabitants of
the wistld o l}nnts, fiay with the great Father
of fpifits himfelf. - The duration of your fouls

will ‘ftin on-from its firft ¢orhmencement, in
%r allél lifies with the exiftence of the Deity.
hat*an 1nhentance is' this entailed upon the
¢hild of ' duft; the ereature. of yefterday ! Here
Tet us fe,-- tnake a ftand,— and takea fur-
-vey of this majeftic profpett. ‘This Body muft
foon' moulder into duﬁ but the Soul will live
‘unhurt, -intouched amid all the ‘diffolving
ftruggles ‘and’ corivulfions of animal  nature:
# Thefe heavens fhall pafs away with a great
* noife ; thefe elements fhall melt with fervent
* heat; “the earth, and the things that are there-
o m, Ihall be burnt up (x) ;* but thxs Soul ﬂimll
ive

(=) 2 Pcter iii. 10.
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1§Vev fecure of exiftence ‘in the univerfal defola-
tion ; S .

« Unhurt amidft the war of elements,
- % The wrecks of matter, and the crufh of worlds*.”

" And now, when the prefent fyftem of things
1s diffolved, and Time ﬂlx)zll be no more, Eter-
nity, boundlefs Eternity fucceeds; and on this
the foul enters as on its proper hereditary du<
ration. Now look forward as far as you will,
your eye meets with no obftruction, with no-
thing but the immenfity of the profpett: in
that, indeed, it is loft, as extending infinitely
beyond its ken. Come, attempt this arithme-

- tic of Infinites, and exhauft the power of num- -

bers: let millions of millions of ages begin the
valt computation ; multiply thefe by the ftars
of heaven ; by the particles of duft in this huge
globe of earth ; by the drops of water in all ‘tﬁe
vaft oceans, rivers, lakes, and fprings, thatare .
fpread over the globe ; by all the thoughts that
have, arifen in fo quick a fucceffion, in the
minds of men and angels, from their firft crea-
tion to this day; make this computation, and

“then look forward through this long line of

duration, and contemplate your future felves :

ftill you fee yourfelves in exiftence; ftill the

fame ‘ged'ons ; ftill endowed with the fame con-

fcioufnefs, and the fame capacities for happinefs

or mifery, but vaftly enlarged; as much fupe-

rior to the prefent, as the capacities of an adult
S S o
® Appisox,
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tathofe af.anew-bhrniinfant) ar an swbryoif
the womb. Still will you bloom in immoxtal
youth, and are as far from an end asin the firft
mopent of your exiftente. O' Sits; methihks
it may ffarfle us to view our gm}aﬁsé .::o
changed, . fo smpraved, remgved,into fuch dif-
ferent rggigs,, aﬂ'qca:tzd?vgth;fuc‘.h ftrangze un—-
- acqpainted, bcinf&&; and. fixt.in_fiehi different
circumitances. of glory or tefrar,. of happincs
ormifery. .
- Maen. of great, projeéts and. fanggine hopes
e apt.to. fit.and.paulc,, and take an imaginary,
vey, of what they, will\do, and whay they,
will be in the progrefs of life. But then Death,
Like an.apparition,  ffarts: up hefore.them, . and,
threatens. to.cut them. off”in the midft of their
it But here no.Dieath threatens to ex-
nnauiﬂ; your being, or fnap the thyead of your,
exiftence;. but.it.runs.on in.one continued ever-
latting tenor,. What a vaft inheritance is.this,;
inalienably entailed upan every. child ‘of 4dam 2
‘What. importance, what value, does this con-
fideratiom give to that neglected thing, the fu/ 7'
- What anawful Being isit? Immartality! What.
emphafis, what grandeur in the found? Im-,
moutality. is fo.vaft an attribute, that’it.adds a,
k.ad of infinity, to.any. thing to which it isan~
nexed, however infignificant imother refpeds ;,
and on the other: hand,. the want of this. would:
degrade. the moft exalted. being, inta. a-trifle.
The highef} angel,. if the creature of 'a-day,.or.
of a thoufand years; what would he Be i A'fad-
. ¢ . © o4 mg
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ing flower;, a vanifling vapour, a flying tha.'
dr;gw.‘ When his day or-his thoufand J;';agrs' ard
f, he is as truly notlying as i he had nevey
Ee’ﬁ,,' Rislittle magter what becomes of him &
let him &are& or falt, let him be happy or mi~
f;rabi‘;:; it 13 juft the fame in a ,Hteleqime ; ke
he is g(mq,' and there 5 'no more of Mm; no’
tracés of hipn left. But an Immortal ¥a Crea-
ture that thall never, never, never céaf to be ¥
that thalt exgand his capacities of altion, -of:
or pain througl': an everlafting dura-
tion ! what an awful, important being 1s this *
—tnd is my foul, this litele fpark of reafon in
my breaft, is that fuch- a being * I tremble at
zy{dﬁ ¥ revere my own dignity, and am-
ruck with a_kind of !eaﬁng horror to view-
what I muft be. AncF 18 therg any thing fo
worthy of the care of fuch z being as the hap-’
pinefs;_the everlafting: hapPi‘nefs of my immor-
tal part? What' is it to me, who am formed
for an endlefs duration, what I enjoy, or what
I f{uffer in this vaniﬁg Ifliate? -Seventy or
eigh ars bear not the leaft imaginable
p;ogrtitgnytco the duration of fuch -:aig}ldng; %
are too inconflderable a point to be feen; mere-
cyphers in the computation. They do not bear’
as much proportipty as the fmalt duft; that wilt
not turn fﬁe balapce, to this.vaft-globe of earth, -
atid all the vafter globes that rolt in their orbits:
through the immenfe fpace of the univerfe.
And what fhall become of me through this’
immortal duration?® Fhis, and this only, lis.
. . .. ) t he
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- the grand concern of an Immortal, and in com-~
‘ ifon of it, it does not deferve one thought,.
what will become of me while in this vanifhing
phantomof a world. For confider, your im-
mortality will not be a ftate of Infenfibility,
without pleafure or pain; you will not draw .
out an ufelefs inactive exiftence in an eternal
ftupor, or a dead ﬂeeﬁ. But your fouls will.
be aftive as long as t cl?v exift; and as I have
repeatedly obferved, ftill retain all their capa--
cities; nay, their capacities will perpetually
enlarge with an eternal ,growth, and forever
tower from glory to glory in heaven, or plunge
from depth to depth in hell. Here then, my
Fellow-immortals! here paufe and fay to youra.
felves, « What is like to become of my foul
« through this long Forever? Is it likely to be
-« happy or miferable " - What though you are.
now rich, honourable, healthy, merry, and.
gay ? Alas! terreftial enjoyments are not pro-.
per food for an immortal foul; and befides
they are not immortal as your fouls are. If
thefe are your portion, what will you do for
happinefs millions of ages hence, when all thefe -
are fled away like a vapour? Are you provided
with a happinefs which will lat as long as your
fouls will live to crave it ? Have you anintereft
in Gob ? Are you prepared for the fruition of
the heavenly ftate? Do you delight in Gop
above all? Have you a relifh for the refined
pleafures of religion? Is the fupreme good the
principal objet of your defire? Do you now:
o . . accuftom
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accuftom yourfelves to the fervice of Gop, the
great employment of heaven? and are youpre-
paring your{elves for the more exalted devotion
of the church on high, by a ferious attendance
upon the humbler forms of worfhip in the
church onearth? Are you made pure in heart
and life, that you may be prepared for the re-
gions of untainted holinefs, to breathe in that
pure falubrious air, and live in that climate, fo
warm with the love of Gop, and fo near the
Sun of Righteoufnefs? Do not fome of you
know that this is not your prevailing charater ?
And what then do you think will become of
you without a {peedy alteration in your temper

and conduct? Alas! muft your Immortality,

the grand prerogative of your nature, become
your eternal curfe? Have you made it your in-
tereft that you fhould be a brute ? thatis, that
- you fhould perith -entirely, and your whole
being be extinguifhed in death? Then it is no
- wonder you ftrive to difbelieve the doltrine of
a future ftate, and your own Immortality.
. But alas!.in yain is the ftrife. The principles
of Atheifm and Infidelity may lull your confci-
" ences into a ftupid repofe for a little while, -but
they cannot annihilate you. They may lead
.you to /ive like beafts, but they cannot enable
you to die like beafts : no, you muft live, live
to fuffer righteous punithment whether you
~will or not. As you did not come into being
~ by your own confent, fo neither can you lay

“down your being when you pleafe. And will
-Vor. III. |, N you
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‘you not labour to make your Immortality a
blefling? Is there any thing in this world that
can be a temptation to you to forfeit fuch an
immenfe blefling? O that you were wife! that
you would confider this! '

I fhall now accommoddte my fubjeét to the
prefent melancholy occafion, and endeavour to
make a particular Improvement of it.

‘Do you expect a charatter of our deceafed
friend ? This 1s not my ufual practice; and I
omit it, not becaufe I can fee nothing amiable
in mankind, nor becaufe.I would envioufl
deny them their juft praifes, butbecaufeI have
things of much greater importance to engage
‘your attention. 'The Dead have received their
juft and unchangeable doom at a fuperior tri-
bunal, and our Panegyrics or Cenfures may be
often mifapplied. My bufinefs is with the
Living, not to flatter their vanity with compli-

. ments, but to awaken them to a fenfe of their
own mortality, and to preparation for it. How-
ever, if you muft have a character, I will draw
it to you in the moft important and interefting

light. Here was a youth in the bloom of life,

in the prime of his ftrength, with a lively flow
of fpirits, who feemed as fecure from the ftroke
of death as any of us;'a youth that had efcaped
many dangers by fea and land ; a youth launch-
~ed into the world, with, no doubt, the ufual

projects and expectations of that fanguine age.

. But where 1s he now ? In yonder grave, alas!
" lics the blooming promifing flower, withered

: . in
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in the morning of life.” There lies the mortal
body, mouldering into duft, and feeding the
worms. - Come to his grave ye young and gay,
ye lively and ftrong, ye men of bufinefs and
hurry, come and learn what now may, and
thortly .wmf?, be your doom. Thus. fhall your
limbs ftiffen, your blood ftagnate, your faces
wear the pale and ghaftly afpect of death, and
your whole frame diffolve into duft and athes.
Thus fhall your purpofes be broken off, your
fchemes vanith like fmoke, and all your hopes .
from this world perifh. Death perpetually
lurks in ambufh for you, ready every moment
to {pring upon his prey. < O that Death!
(faid a Gentleman of a large eftate, ftrong con-
ftitution, and cheertul temper) “ Ido not love
¢« to think of that Death ; he comes in and
. < fpoils all.” So he does indeed ; he fpoils all
your thoughtlefs mirth, your idle amufements,
and your great {chemes. Methinks it becomes
you to prepare for what you cannot avoid.
Methinks among your many fchemes and pro-
jects, you fhould form o6ne to be religious.
You. may make a poor fhift to live without
Religion, but you can make none to die with-
out it. You may ridicule the faint, but he
really has the advantage of you. ¢ Well, after
¢« all, faid a celebrated unbeliever, thefe Chrii-
‘ tians are the happieft people upon earth.”
Indeed they are ; and if you are wile, you will
labour to be of their number.

‘ : N2 _ But
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But was our departed friend nothing but an
animal, a mere machine of fleth? Is the whole
of him putrifying in yonder grave? No, I muft
draw his charalter farther. He was an Im-
- mortal ; and no fooner did he refign his breath,
than his:foul took wing, and made-its flight
into the region of fpirits. There it now dwells,
And what amazing fcenes now prefent them-
felves to his view? what ftrange, unknown
Beings does he now converfe with ? There alfo,
my Brethren, youand I muft ere long be. We
too muft be initiated into thofe grand myfteries

of the invifible world, and mingle in this af-

fembly of ftrangers.. We muft fhare with An-
gels in their bhifs and glory, or with Devils in
their agonies and terrors. And our eternal
doom fhall be:according to our prefent cha-
ralter, and the improvement we make of our
opportunities for preparation. '
And do you, Sirs, make it your main concern
. to fecure a happy Immortality ? Do you live
as expectants of Eternity? Or do you live as

though this world were to be your eternal refi-

dence, and as if your bodies, not your fouls,
‘were immortal ? Does your confcience approve
-of fuch conduét? Do you really think it is bet-
ter for you upon the whole, to commence
fafhionably wicked, or perhaps ring leaders in
‘Debauchery and Infidelity, in a country over-
run with all manner of vice ; is this better than
to retain the good impreflions you might per-

haps receive in youth, and to act upon the

model

~
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model built for you in a religious education ?
Which do you think you will approve of in the
hour of death, that honeft hour when things
begin to appearin a true light? And of which
think ye will you be able to give the moft com-
fortable account at the {fupreme tribunal? Bre-
thren, form an impartial judgment upon this
comparifon, and let it guide your conduét.
Behave as ® ftrangers and pilgrims on earth,
# that have here no continuing city;* behave as
expettants of Eternity, as candidates for Im-
mortality ; as * beholding him that isinvifible,
* and looking for a city which has foundations,
# eternal in the heavens.* In that celeftial
city may we all meet at laft, through Jesus
CurisT. Amen!

!

N3 SERMON
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Jesus Curist the only Foundation.
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ISAITAH XXVIL 16,17. ,
Bebold, I loy in Zion for a foundation a fione, a

tried flone, a precious corner-flone, a fure founda-
tion : ke that belreveth fhall not make bafle.
Sudgment alfo will I lay to the line, and righteon/
nefs to the plummet : and the barl fhall fweep away
the refuge of lies, and the waters fhall overflow
the biding-place *.

%2 HE context, like many other paf-
T ?") fages ‘of the prophetical {criptures,
§y%§§ feems to have a double fenfe, The
" ™ primary fenfe may be thus reprefent-
ed. Thejodgmentsof Gop were ready to break
in upon, and overwhelm the impenitent na-
tion of the Jews, like # a tempeft of hail, and
# a deftroying ftorm, as a flood of mxchty
# waters overflowing,”and bearing all before it,
(ver. 2.) The prophet had repeatedly given

N 4 then
* This Sermon is dated Hanover, Feb, 13, 1757,



184 fefus Chrift the only Foundation. Serm.28.

them timely warning of thefe approaching
judgments, but they ftill continued fecure and
impenitent, and unapprehenfive of danger.
They flattered themfelves they had artifice
enough to keep themfelves fafe. They thought
themfelves impregnably intrenched and fortified
in “their riches, their ftrong-holds, and-the
fan&ity of their temple and nation. They
might alfo think their arts of negottation would

fecure them from the invafion of the neigh-

bouring powers, particularly the Afyrians, to
whom they were moft expofed. - Thefe were
the /ies which they made their refuge, and the

falfhood under which they hid themfelves.

Thefe, they imagined, like moles or ditches,
would keep off the deluge of wrath, fo that
it fhould not come to them, much lefs over-
whelm them ; and they were as fecure as if
they had made * a covenant with death, and
# entered into an agreement with hell, or the
' grave *,* not to hurt them. Therefore the
prophet reprefents them as faying, * We have
“ made a covenant with death, and with hell
“ are we at agreement : when the over- flowin

# {courge fhall pafs through, it fhall not come
- = ynto us; for we have madc lies,” that s,
wliat the prophetcalls /ies = our refuge;* and un-
der what he calls fa/flood have we hid ourfelves,
(ver. 15.) 1t 1s1n this conneCtion my text is

introduced ; and it points out a {olid ground of

hope, In oppofition to the refuge of lies in
N which
* e
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which thefe finners trufted ; as if he had faid,

(43

Since the refuge to which you flee is not fafe,

« and fince my people need another,” * There-
 fore thus faith the Lorp, Behold, I lay in
# Zion for a foundation, a ftone, a tried ftone,
“ a precious corner-ftone, a fure foundation :*
that is, « My promifes, my providential care,

[
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the fupporting influences of my grace, and
the various means I fhall take for the com-
fort and fafety of my people in this national
diftrefs, fhall as effeCtually bear them up,
as a firm foundation of ftone doss abuilding
erected upon it. ~ They that build their hopes

upon this foundation, fhall ftand unfhaken
amidit all the ftorms and tempefts of national
calamity that may beat upon your guilty
land.” # He that believeth thall not make

= hafte:# that is,  He that trufts in this re-
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fuge fhall not be ftruck into a diftralted
harry and confternation upon the fudden
appearance of thefe calamities. He fhall
not, like perfons furprifed with unexpected
danger, fly in a wild hafte to improper
means for his fafety, and thus throw himfelf
into deftru@ion by his 1ll-advifed precipitant
attempts to keep out of it; but he fhall be
calm and ferene, and have prefence of mind
to take the moft proper meafures for his de-
liverance.” Or the meaning may be, *“ He
that believeth fhall not make fuch hafte to
be delivered, as to fly to unlawful means for .

* that purpofe; but will patiently wait Gop’s .

“ time
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< time to deliver him in a lawful way.” The
prophet proceeds, # Judgment alfo will I lay
# to the line, and righteoufnefs to the plummet:*
that is, < Gop will try the Jews with ftrict
‘ juftice, as an architet cxamines a building
# with a line and plummet: fuch of them
« who have built their hopes upon the foun-
¢« dation above defcribed, fhall {tand firm and
 unfhaken, whatever tempefts fall upon them,
*¢ like a regular and ftately building, founded
 npon a folid rock. ~But as to others, they
“ {hall be overwhelmed in the public cala-
* mity;” * thehail fhall fweep away the refuge
» of lies* in which they trufted; * and the wa-
« ters fhall overflow the hiding-place.” ¢ And
¢ then your covenant with Death fhall be dif-
‘¢ annulled, and your agreement with Hell
¢ fhall not ftand:™ * when the overflowing
~# {courge fhall pafs through, then fhall they be
% trodden down by it.* (wer. 18.)

This feems to be the primary fenfe of the
.context; and thus, it is probable, the Jews
underftood it, who did not enjoy that addition-
al light which the gofpel fheds upon iy. In this
view it is very applicable to us, in the prefent
ftate of our country and nation, when the ene-
my is like to break in like a flood upon us. But
I muft add, that it is very likely that even in
this primary fenfe of the context, the text refers -
to Jesus CurisT. There feems to be an unna-
tural force put upon the words when they are

- applied to any other ; and the conne&iondwi}l
Co : admit
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admit of their application to him, even in this
fenfe, thus:  Since the refuge of finners is a
<« refuge of lies, behold I will provide one that
« will effettually fecure all that fly to it from
¢ all the judgments to which they were expof-
ed.” * Ilayin Zion for a foundation, a ftone,
“ a tried ftone, &c.# <« I fend my Son into
¢ the world as an ‘almighty Saviour; and all
¢ that put themfelves under his protection, and
¢ build their hopes upon him, fhall be {o fafe,
¢ that all the calamities of life fhall not do
« them a lafting injury ; and the vengeance of
¢¢ the eternal world fhall never fall upon them.”
But whether we can find CurisT in the pri-
mary fenfe of thefe words or not, it is certain
we fhall find him in their ultimate principal
fenfe. And we have the authority of an 1n-
fpired apoftle for this application. St Pefer
quotes this paffage, according to the LXX with
fome improvements, and applies it exprefly to
Curist. * To whom coming, fays he, as
* unto a living ftone, difallowed indeed of men,
# but chofen of Gop, and precious, ye alfo, as
# lively ftones, are built up a fpiritual houfe.
“ Wherefore alfo it is contained in the fcrip-
* ture, Behold I lay in Zion a chief corner-
* ftone, ele&, precious: and he that believeth
# on him fhall not be confounded (x).* Tak-
ing the paffage in this evangelical fenfe, the
general meaning is to this purpofe : — The.
Lorp Jrsus is reprefented as a tried, precious,
. and
{x) 1 Peterii. ¢, 6.
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and fure foundation, laid in Zion, that is, in
the church, for the fons of men to build their
hopes upon. His church thus built upon him
is compared to a ftately, regular, and impreg-
nable temple, confecrated to the fervice of Gob,
to offer up fpiritual facrifices ; and proof againft
all the ftorms and tempefts that may beat upon
it. It fhall ftand firm and immoveable through’
all eternity, for its foundation is fure. - . '
. But alas! though Jesus CurisT: be the only’
foundation, yet the fons of men are fo full of-
themf{elves, that they venture to build their hopes
upon fomething elfe, and promife themfelves’
fafety, though they reject this fure foundation.
They think themfelves as fecure as if they had-
entered into a treaty with death and the grave,-
and brought them over to their intereft. A
But lo! the wrath of Gop will at laft beat
upon a guilty world, like a ftorm of hail, or
break in upon it like an overwhelming torrent,
and then every foul that is not built upon this
rock moft be {wept away, and all the other
refuges and hiding-places thall be laid in ruins
forever. ' Lo
The great Gop will alfo ftritly inquire who
1s founded upon this rock, and who not. He-
will critically try the temple of his church; like
a workman with line and plummet; he will
difcover all irregularities and ufelefs appenda-
g}fs. And in confequence of this examination, -
the ftorms and torrents of divine indignation
fhall fweep away and overwhelm all that are
not
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not built upon this foundation, and that are
not compacted into this building.

¢ Thefe remarks contain the general meaning
of our text, but it is neceflary I fhould be more
particular.

- Brethren, our nature, our circumftances,
and the important profpects before us, are
{uch, that it is high time for us to look about
us for fome fure foundation upon which to build
our happinefs. The fabrick muft endure long, .
for our {fouls will exift forever; and their ea- ~
gernefs for happinefs will continue vehement
forever. The fabrick ‘muft rife high, for the
capacities of our fouls will perpetually expand
and enlarge, and a low happinels of a vulgar

{ize will not be equalto them. The fabrick

muft be firong and impregnable, proof againft
all the ftorms that may beat upon it, for many
are the ftorms that will rife upon us, upon our-
country, and upon this guilt‘y world in gene-
ral. Lofles, bereavements, ficknefles, and a
thoufand calamities that I cannot name, may
yet try us. The enemy is now breaking in
like a flood upon our country, and we and our
earthly All are in danger of being overwhelm-
ed. Death will certainly attack us all, and
that muft be a ftrong building indeed which
the King of terrors will not be able to demolifh.
Befides, when all the purpofes of divine love in
our world fhall be accomplifhed, an almighty

tempeft of divine indignation fhall break upon
it, and fweep away all that it contains; and

blend
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blend cities, kingdoms, plains and mountains,
feas and dry land, kings and beggars, in one
vaft heap of promifcuous ruin. Or, to fhift
" the metaphor according to the emphatical va-
riety in my text, the fiery deluge 'of divine
vengeance which has been gathering and {well-
ing for thoufands of years, but has been, as it
were, reftrained' and kept within bounds by
divine patience, fhall then rife fo high as to
_ burft through all reftraints, and overwhelm
the guilty globe, and turn it into an univerfal
ocean of liquid fire. This refiftlefs torrent
fhall fweep away all the refuges of lies, and
them that trufted in them, into the gulph of re-
medilefs deftruétion. We, my Brethren, fhall
be concerned in this univerfal cataftrophe of
nature ; and where fhall we find a fupport to
bear us up in this tremendous day? Where -
fhall we find a rock to build upon, that we may
be able to ftand the thock, and remain fafe and
unmoved in the wreck of diffolving worlds ?
What can fupport the fabrick when this vaft
machine of nature, formed with fo much fkill
and ftrength by the hands of a divine Architect,
fhall be broken up and fall to pieces? Now is
- the time for us to look out; it will be too late
when all created fupports are {wept away, and
this folid globe itfelf is diffolved beneath our
feet into a fea of fire. ' Now, now is the time
for you to provide. And where will you look ?
Whither will you turn ? This earth and all its
riches, honours, and pleafures, will prove but a
quick-
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quick-fand in that day. Your friends and rela-
tions, were they ever fo great or powerful, can
then afford you no fupport. If they can but
find refuge for themfelves, that will be all.
Therefore bethink yourfelves once more, where
fhall you now find a rock on which you may
build a happinefs that will ftand the fhock in
that day? : ,

If you are anxious and perplexed, I need
only point you to my text for relief. * Behold,
* fays the Lorp Gop; behold, I lay in Zion
% for a foundation a ftone, a tried ftone, a
 precious corner-ftone, afure foundation: he
# that believeth fhall not make hafte.* Let me
expatiate a little upon the properties of this
foundation. |

1. It is a flone : a ftonefor folidity, ftability
and durablenefs. ¢ Every thing elie, fays the
¢ charming Hervey *, is {liding fand, is yield-
“ ing air, is a breaking bubble. Wealth will
¢« prove a vain fhadow, honour an empty
« breath, pleafure a delufory dream, our own
<¢ righteoufnefs a fpider’s web. If on thefe we
“ rely, difappointment muft enfue, and thame
“ be inevitable. Nothirig .but CurisT, no-.
¢ thing but CurisT, can ftably fupport our
£¢ fpiritual interefts, and realize our expecta-
‘¢ tions of true happinefs.” And, blefled be
Gop! he 1s fufficient for this purpofe. Is a
ftone firm and folid ? fo is Jesus CurisT. His
power is almighty, able to fupport the meanefft
‘ v o
.~ ® Theron anl Afpafo, Vol. IL, p. 361, &c.
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of his people that build their hopes on him, and

render them proof againft all the attacks of
earth and hell. His righteoufnefs is infinitely

- perféd, equal to the higheft demands of the

divine law, and therefore a firm immoveable
ground of truft. We may fafely venture the
weight ofiour eternal All upon this rock; it
will ftand forever, without giving way under
the heavieft preflure ; without being broken by
the moft violent fhock. Let thoufands, let
millions, with all the mountainous weight of
guilt upon them, build upon this foundation,
and they fhall never be moved. Is a ftone dur-
able and lafting? fo is Jesus CurisT; the
fame yefterday, to-day, and forever. His righ-
teoufnels is an everlafting righteoufnefs, his
ftrength everlafting ftrength, and himfelf the
everlafting Father. * He liveth forever to make
interceflion for his people, and therefore he is
able to fave to the uttermoft, to the uttermoft

‘point of duration, all that come unto Gop by

him. " Here is a ftone that can never moulder
away by the wafte of all-confuming time. Pa-

‘rian marble, and even the flinty rocks decay.

The firm foundations, the ftately columns, the

“majeftic buildings of Nineveb, Babylon, and Per-
- fepolis, and all the magnificent ftructures of an-

tiquity, though formed of the moft durable
ftone, and promifing Immortality, are now
fhattered into ten thoufand fragments, or lying

“in ruinous heaps. But hereis a foundation for

immortal fouls, immortal as themfelves: a
' ’ foundation
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foundation that now ftandsas firmunder Adam,
Abel, and Abrabam, as the firft moment they
ventured their dependance upon it : a founda-
tion that will remain the fame to all eternity.
Therefore it deferves the next charaéter given
‘to it, namely, L ‘
2. A tried flone. ° Tried, fays the fame
« fine writer, in the days of-his humanity by
« al] the vehemence of ternptations, and all the
« weight of afflictions ; yet, like gold from the
¢ furnace, rendered .more fhining and illuftri-
« ous by the fiery fcrutiny.,” His obedience
was tried; and it appeared upon trial that it -
was perfect and univerfal. His meeknefs was
tried by the abufive treatment he met-with from
men. His patience and refignation to the di-
vine will was tried, when the bitter cup of the
wrath of Gop was put into his hand, and when.
the abfence of his Father extorted that bitter,
cry from him, # My Gop, my Gop, why haft
.# thou forfaken me () ?* His love to his: fa-
. ther, and his zeal for his honour were tried, .
-"and they were found an unquenchable flame,
that glowed without once languifthing through .
the whole of his life. His love to men, —to
finners, — ta enemies, was tried; tried to the.
uttermoft : it was put to the trial whether his ;
own life or theirs was moft dear to him ; whe- .
ther he would rather fee his enemies perifh. by ,
the fword of juftice, or that himfelf fhoyld feel ;
the agonies of a crofs. This was a trial indeed, .
.Vou.1lI. O ' - and

B (=) Matt. xxvii. 46. -



194 Fefus Chrift the only Foundation. Serm.28,

and you know how it iffued. The feverity of

the trial did but render his love to us the more:
illuftrious: In thort, this ftone was thorough-
ly tried by Gop and man, and it ftill remained
ﬁ)';m without a flaw. '

JEsus has alfo been #r7ed under the capacity of-

a Saviour by milllons and millions of depraved,
wretched, ruined creatures, who have always
found him perfectly able, and as perfectly wil-’
ling to expiate the moft enormeus guilt ; to de-
Iiver from the moft ifiveterate corruptions ; and
to * fave to the very uttermoft, # all that come
* unto Gop through him.* Ten thoufand times
ten thoufand have built their hopes upon this

ftone, and it has never failed fo much as one of

them. Manaffeb and Paul that had been bloody
perfecutors, Mary Magdalenthat had been pofiefs-
ed of feven devils, and thoufands more that were
finners of the moft atrocious characters have
ventured upon this rock, with all their load of
fin upon them, and found it able to fuftain

them. This ftone is the foundation of that’

living te’mfplc the chulch, which has been now
building for near fix thoufand years, and the

top of which already reaches the higheft hea-
'ven. All the millions of faints from Adem to

this day, both thofe in heaven and thofe on

b

earth, are Jiving floncs built upon this founda-

tion-ftone]: this fupports the weight of all. And’
 this trial may encourage all others to build up--
on it, for it appears fufficient to bearthem all. -

* - But
PR

-
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But I muft farther obferve, that a new tranf-
lation of this fentence, ftill nearer to the origi-
nal, will give a new and important view of the
fenfeof it. Inftead of " a #ried ftone,* it may
- be rendered * a ftone of zr7al 1 ;" or, « a trying
ftone :” that is, this is the true Touch-ftone of

mens characters. It is this, thatabove all other
things difcovers what they really are, whether
good or bad men, whether heirs of heaven or
hell. Only propofe Jesus Cur1sT to them as
a Saviour, and according as they receive or re-
ject him, you may know their true charaéter,
and their everlafting doom. 1f with eager hearts
they fpring forward and embrace him as a Sa-
viour, they are true fubjects to the King of
heaven ; they give the higheft, the laft, the
moft decifive proof of their fubjetion to his
authority.. That men fhould fubmit to Jesus
CHR1sT as a Saviour, 1s not a fingle command
of Gop, but it is the drift, the fcope, the fub-
tance of the whole Law and Gofpel ; it is the
grand capital precept; it is a kind of univerfal
command that runs through all the difpenfa-
tions of heaven towards the fonsof men. And
therefore, while men refufe to fubmit to this
command, they are guilty of a kind of univer-
fal difobedience, and it is in vain for them to
pretend to have a real regard to Gop and his
authority in any one inftance whatfoever. If
they obey Gob fincerely in falling in with this
command, they will.obey him in every thing ;-
o 02 © " “bug
1103 1IN
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but if they will not obey him in this, they will
-truly-obey him in nothing. Hencesit is that
-good works are the infeparablt fruits of faith in
CHR1sT, and that unbelief is the root of. all
evil. -Submiffion to Carist .is alfo the moft
‘effeCtual trial, whether the corrupt difpofitions
-of the heart, whether the innate enmity to
‘Gop, pride,. ftubbornnefs, &e. be thoroughly
{ubdued. If a man is once made fo dutiful,
{fo humble, fo pliable, as to fubmit to this hum-
bling mortifying method of falvation through
Jesus CurisT, 1t fhews that divine grace has
tan entire vi€tory aver him, and that now the
rebel is fo fubdued that he will be obedient in
. ‘any thing. : There 15 nothing .in the whole
law or gofpel to which thehearts of finners are fo
averfe, as this method of falvation; and there-
fore, when they are fubdued to this, and made
willing captives of the ¢rgfs of CurisT, we may
be fure they have furrendered themfelves to
univerfal obedience. . - - : L
This text has made firange difcoveries in the
world in every age. This touch-ftone has dif-
covered many.ghttering virtues to be but drofs.
The Pharifees and Scribes had a high charac~
ter among the. Jews:for. piety, till this trying
{tone was applied to them ;. and, then it appeai-.
ed what they were; then it appeared they were;
the moft inveterate enemies of Gop upan eatth.:
Thefe were the builders that rejected this ftone;;:
. and - would not build upon it.: They.rather chofe,
to build upon the fandy foundation of their own
righteoufnefs.



Serm.28. Fefus Chrift the only Foundation. 197

righteoufnefs. Nay, inftead of making him the
foundation of their hopes, they madehim a ftone
of ftumbling and a rock of offence (2);* and they
ftumbled and fell into deftruction. # Curist
# crucified, fays the apoftle, is to the Jews a
# ftumbling-block (4).# This teft made ftrange
difcoveries alfo in the beathen world. Many of *
the fages of Greece and Rome had a high reputa-
tion for wifdom and virtue ;- they gloried in it
. themfelves, and they were admired and cele-
brated by the populace. But when this ftone
was pointed out tothemastheonlyfoundation of
their hopes, they rejected it with proud difdain,
and thought it much more fafe to depend upon
their 6wn virtue and merit, than upon the vir-
tue and merit of One that was crucified like a
malefactor. And thus it:appeared they were
not truly good and virtuous. Let this touch-
{ftone be applied likewife to the men of this
generation, and it will difcover a great many
counterfeits. You will find fome who have an
amiable ingratiating conduct, who are tempe-
rate, juft, charitable, and fhine with the ap-
pearance of many virtues. You will find others
who are very punctual in the duties of religion ;
they are frequent in prayer, and firict attend-
ants upon all the folemuities of divine worfhip:
all this looks well. - Bur tell them that all this
is no fufficient ground for their hopes of the
divine acceptance; nay, thatthey muft renounce
' 03 all
() Rom. ix.32,33. 1 Peterii. 8.
(6) 1 Cor.i.23. .
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all this in point of deperidance, as having no
merit at all, and that they muft, as helplefs,
guilty, felf-condemned finners, place their truft
only in Jesus CurisT ; and they then begin to
fhew their pride: then their hearts rife againft
this mortifying doctrine, and perhaps againft
*him that inculcates it. They cannot bear that
all their imaginary merit fhould have fuch con-
tempt caft upon it. They will own indeed, as
others around them do, that CurisT is the on-
ly Saviour, but their real dependance is at bot-
tom upon fome fuppofed goodnefs in themfelves.
And thus they difcover that all their righteouf-
nefs is but the proud felf-righteoufnefs of a
Pharifee, or the {elf-confident virtue of a ftoic
Philofopher, and not the humble religion or
genuine fterling virtue of a true Chriftian.
Thus the reception which men give to Jesus
CHrisT is the grand criterion of their charalter,
"And this is agreeable to the prophecy of good
old Simeor concerning him, * Behold this child,,
* fays he, 1s fet for the fall and rifing again of
# many in Ifrael, and for a fign that f{hall be
* {poken againft ;—that the thoughts of many
* hearts may be revealed (c).* The fecret
thoughts, reafonings, - and difpofitions of
many hearts, that were before unfufpetted,.are
revealed by this trial. And I wifh it may not
make very ungrateful difcoveries among you.
As thisis a zrying ftone with regard to mens
prefent charaélers, fo it will be alfoas to mﬁx?li
L a

(¢} Lukeii. 34,35.  + daroyiopol.



Serm.28. Sefius Chrift the only Foundation. 199

final dwom and everlafting ftate. All that are

. built upon this foundation, however frail and

- tottering in themfelves, fhall grow up into a
glorious impregnable temple, and ftand firm
when the frame of nature is diffolved. But all
that are not built upon this foundation, how-
ever ftrong or well-eftablifhed in their own con-
ceit, or however high they raife the fabrick of
their hopes, fhall be demolifhed and laid in ruins
forever. The one * may be likened, fays
# CuriIsT, Unto a wife man who built his

. * houfe upon a rock, and the rain defcended,
¢ and the floods came, and the winds blew and
« beat upon that houfe, and it fell not, for it
% was founded upon a rock.* And the other
may be * likened to a foolifh man who built
# his houfe upon the fand; and the rain defcend-
# ed, and the floods came, and the winds blew,
# and beat upon that houfe, and it fell, and
# great was the fall of it (4).* What a con-
founding fall will -this be to thofe that have
‘built a towering Babel of hopes that reaches to
heaven? But, \

3. This 1s a precious flone. ¢ More precious
¢ than rubies, (to borrow the words of Mr
*« Hervey) the pearl of great price, and the
*¢defire of all nations. Precious with regard
¢ to the divine dignity of his perfon, and the
¢« unequalled excellency of his mediatorial of-
« fices. In thefe and in all refpets greatd
# than Fonab,~=wifer than Solomon,~fairer than,

. 04 « the
(4) Matt. vii.2g—2;. : '
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< children of men,—chiefeft among ten thou-
¢ fand,—and, tothe awakened finner, or en-
¢« lightened believer, altogether lovely.”

Heis precious in himfelf, as pofleffing all the
fulnefs of the Godhead bodily, the fum total of
all divine excellencies, and as cloathed with all
the virtues of a perfe¢t man. In fhort, all mo-
ral excellency, divine and human, created and
uncreated, center in him, and render him in-
finitely precious and valuable. He is precious
to his Father; his # deloved Son in whom he is
. * well pleafed,” his ele¢t in whom his foul de-
lighteth. He is precious to angels ; * Worthy
# 1s the Lamb that was flain,* is their eternal
fong. He is dear to all good men in all ages.
# To you therefore that believe he is precious,*
fays St Peter (¢). How precious are his atoning
blood and meritorious righteoufnefs to the guilty
felf-condemned foul ! how preciousis his fanc-
- tifying grace to the foul heavy laden with fin,
and groaning under that body of death! how
precious the affiftance of his almighty arm to
his poor foldiers in the fpiritual warfare! how
precious the light of his inftrutions to the be-
nighted wandering mind ! how fweet the words
of his mouth! fweeter than honey from the
. honey-comb. How precious the light of his

~ {miling countenance, and the fenfations of his
love to the defponding finking foul ! how pre-
€ious that eternal falvation which he imparts !
and how precious the price he paid for it!
- ' * not

(¢) v Peterii. g,

e e e .
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® not corruptible things, fuch as filver and
* gold, fays St Peter, but his own precious
* blood ( f).# Infhort, heis altogether lovely,
altogether precious. Diamonds and pearls,
and all the precious ftones in the univerfe, can-
not reprefent his worth. O that a thoughtlefs
world did but know how precious heis! Sure-
ly they would then fay to his friends, * Whi-
“ ther is thy beloved gone, that we may feek
* him with thee ?* Ienlarge upon this article
with the more pleafure, as I doubt not butthe
experience of feveral among you <an affix your.
Amen to what I fay, and to much more. Iam
now but complying with a requeft of one of
my Friends * at the diftance of near four thou-
fand miles,” who writes to me thus, — ¢ Dear
“ Sir, recommend Him to poor finners, re-
“ commend Him to poor believers, as a moft
‘“ wonderful Saviour and Redeemer; abun-
¢ dantly able to deliver them from all that hell
¢ and fin can do to deftroy them. O that his
‘ divine excellencies and worth could be fet
“ forth! Surely the moft abandoned finners
““ would fall before him with ravithment and
“ wonder.” Thefe are Britifh fterling thoughts
- concerning this precious ftone, my Brethren,
and I hope the fame thoughts are to be found
among you. O! that they were univerfal
among us, and among all the fons of men! '
4. Ths:

‘ (f, 1 Peter i, |8,|§.
#* Mr Bevjamin ForriTT pf London.
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4. This flone is a fure foundation. * Such
« (fays Mr Hervey) as no preffure can fhake ;
“ equal, more than equal, to every weight;
« even to fin, the heavieft load in the world.—
“ The rock of ages; fuch as never has failed,
« never will fail thofe humble penitents wha
¢ caft their burden upon the Lorp Redeemer ;
«« whorollall their guilt,and fix their whole hopes
“ upon this immoveable bafis,” The founda-
- tion is fure,. becaufe it is of divine appointment.
» Behald,” fays the Lorp Gop, who has autho-
. Tity to make the appointment, * behold I lay in
- # Zion for a foyndation a ftone, a tried ftone,
* aprecious corner-ftone, a fure foundation.” It
is alfo fure becaufe of the extent of his power,
the perfection of his righteoufnefs, and the eter-
nity of his exiftence. But thefe I have already
touched upon. Indeed his excellencies are fo
fweetly blended and complicated, like the co-
lours of the rainbow, that it is hard to defcribe
one of them without running into another.
The Author whom I have repeatedly quoted,
thinks the words may be otherwife rendered
‘ A foundation! a foundation! I There is,
‘¢ fays he, a fine fpirit of vehemency in the
‘¢ fentence thus underftood: it fpeaks the
“ language of agreeable furprife and exultation,
‘¢ and exprefles an important difcovery. That
‘¢ which mankind infinitely want; that which
¢ multitudes feek, and find not; it is here! it
“ 1s here! This, this is the foundation for
|  their

1 01D DWW
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¢ their ‘pardon, their peace, their eternal fe-
¢ licity.”
§. This is a corner-flone. * It not only,
* fays Mr Hervey, fuftains, but unites the
* edifice : incorporating both Jews and Gen-
“ tiles, believers of various languages and.
*“ manifold denominations,—here, in one har-
“ monious bond of brotherly love,—~hereafter,
¢ in one common participation of eternal joy.”
To this purpofe and in this ftile fpeaks the
apoftle : * He is our peace whohath made both®
that is, both Jews and Gentiles one, one re~
gular, compact, magnificent fuperftructure,
* built upon the foundation of the Apoftles and
# Prophets, Jesus Curist himfelf being the
* chief corner-ftone ; in whom all the building
¢ fitly framed together, groweth up into an
# holy temple in the Lorp; in whom you
¢ [Gentiles] alfo are builded together for an
# habitation of Go p through the {pirit (5).", :
Materials for this facred temple'are collected
from thrones and cottages, from bond and free,
from Jews and Gentiles, from Europe, Afia,
- Africa, and America ; but notwithftanding thefe
diftin&ions they are all united in this corner-
ftone; all harmonioufly compacted * into one
. regular magnificent temple, where the Gop of
heaven delights to dwell. , ’
Jesus CurisT may alfo be called a corner-

JSone to fignify his peculiar importance in this

: ' fpiritual _

() Ephes. ii. 14, 20—22.

* So the original word, ewapworoyrpin.
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fpiritual building.” Hence he.is elfewhere re-
peatedly called the chief corner-ftone, and the
bead of the corner (). We are™ built upon the
# foundation of the Apoftles and Prophets,”
in a fubordinate fenfe; but * Jesus CHRIST
# himfelf is the chief corner-ftone.* He has
the moft important place in the building. 1Itis
he that holds up and conne&s all. Apottles,
Prophets and all are but finking fand without
him. Their righteoufnefs, their ftrength are
nothing without him. On him all their doc-
trines depend, in him they all terminate, and
from him they derive all their efficacy. Take
away this corner-ftone, and immediately the
faints in heaven fall from their thrones, and
the faints upon earth that are gradually rifing
heavenward, fink forever. Take away this
corner-ftone, and this glorious living temple
that has been building for fo many ages breaks
to pieces and covers heaven and earth with its
ruins. : S

Having thus illuftrated the particular pro-
perties of this ftone, I fhall take notice of this
general property of it, thatit is a foundation. So
1t is repeatedly called in my text. Itis * laid in
Zion as a foundation :* it 1s a _fure foundation. It
muft be the foundation, and have the princi-
pal place in the fpiritual building, or none at
all. * No other foundation, fays St Paxl, can

# any man lay, than that which is already- laid,
: # which

(5) Matt. xxi. 42. Pfalm cxviii. 22. Mark xii. io.v Luke xx. 17.
A&siv. 11. 1 Peter i, 7. . Ephes. ii. zo. S
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* which is Jesus Curist (b).* And he muft
lie at the bottom. of all, or the fuperftructure
cannot ftand. ‘To join our own righteoufnefs
. with his in our juftification is to form a foun-
dation of folid ftone, and hay, ftraw, and ftub-
‘ble blended together. - To make our own me=-
tit the ground of our claim to his righteoufnefs ;

- that is, to' hope that Gop will fave us fot

CHRIST'S fake, becaufe .we are fo good as to
deferve fome favour at leaft for our own fakes;
this isto lay a foundation of ftoue upon a quick-
fand. 'The ftone would haveftodd had it been
in its proper place, thatis, at the bottom of all §.
but when it is founded upon the fand, it muft
give way, and all the fuperﬁru&ure muft fail:

This is the grand fundamental miftake of mul-
titudes in the Chriftian world. - They all own
that CrrisT is the only Savibur; .but then the
ground of their expeéting falvation through-him
15 not his rlghteoufnefs, but their dwn Ther
own worthlefs works, .which their-ignorance
and vanity call good, lie at the bottom of-all their
hopes, as the firft foundation ; and - CHRr1sT’s
righteoufnefs is rather a part of 'the fuper ftruc-
ture.than the entire foundation. This is * the
s refuge of lies,* the delufive- h;dmgoplace
which multitudes are building :all their lives
with a,great deal of pains, and, when they think
themfelves. provided with a ftrong everlafting
manﬁon, fuddenly they feel themfelves fwept
. C. . away

(b) ¢ Cor. i 11,
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away into deftrution by the overwhelming
torrent of divine indighation. :
Here, Brethren, let us paufe a while, and
turn our attention to a queftion that I hope you
have anticipated, « Am I a hiving ftone built
« upon this foundation? Are all my hopes of
« acceptance with Gob and eternal happinefs
« founded upon this rock?” Are you not de-
firous to make this important difcovery? to
make it now while you have time, if you have
made a miftake, to corre& it, by pulling down
the old building, and beginning a mew one
upon the right foundation? Have you no
anxiety about this? If not I muft tell yon you
care not for the Gop that made you, or the
Saviour that bought you with his blood: hea-
ven and hell are but trifles to you, and you are
indifferent which fhall bé your eternal lot. You
have not the fenfibility of a man with regard to
pleafure and pain, but the ftupidity of a brute,
or rather of a fenfelefs ftone. And if you con-
tinue thus ftupidly carelefs about eternal things,
you fhall forever be cut off from the rewards of
plous diligence, and feel the dreadful doom of
the flothful fervant. Brethren, can you be in-
different in a matter of .fuch infinite confe~
quence ? Let' me remind you that a dreadful
hurricane is gathering over this guilty world,
which will burft upon you, and  fweep you
away, unlefs you be founded upon the Rock of
ages, Think of thelaft part of my text; * thﬁ '
.o a3 ha.
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“ hail fhall fweep away the refuge, or 4 hope
# of lies, the waters fhall overflow the hiding-
« place.* You may be parts of the outward
court of this fpiritual building, 1 mean you
may be members of the vifible church, but that
is only a feaffold to the facred temple, and when
this 1s finithed, that fhall be pulled down.
Remember this building will be critically in-
fpected : the great Architect # will lay judgment
“ to the line, and righteoufnefs to the plummet,”
and if you do not ftand. that teft you will be
demolithed as ufelefs appendages or incum-
brances, and you never can be built up again :
the temple of Gop will then be compleat, and
no new ftones fhall be added to it forever.
Therefore now- is the time to difcover funda-
mental errors and correét them. Difcover
them you can and will in the eternal world,
but O! it will then be too late to correét -
them! o | ‘
Would you then know now whether you
ate really built upon this fure foundation ? If
fo, I fhall willingly affift you to make the trial.
And for this purpofe I folemnly propofe a few
queftions ta your conftiences in the fight of
Gob. . o ’
“1. Have you ever feen the utter infufficiency
of every other foundation? You nmever will
build upon CurrsT while you can build any
where elfe with hopes-of fafety. If you have:
ever fled to him as your hiding-place you have
' S T feen
T POMY fignifies bope, as well as refuge.
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feen it was your laft refuge. And haveall your
falfe hopes, all your refuges of lies been {fwept
away ? Have you feen that Honours, Riches,.
Pleafures, and all the warld were but breaking
bubbles? Have you been fenfible that your own
righteoufnefs was a rotten foundation, and that
you were juft ready to fink every moment under
the burden of your fins, and to be {wept away

by the torrent of divine vengeance? Like a
finking man you have been ready to catch at.
every twig or ftraw for fupport ; but were you.
obliged at length, with Pefer; toturnto CHRIST
and cry out, * Help, Logp, I perifh?* Have
you let go every other hold, and, taken faft
hold of him. as the only'fupport? Have you
given up all other grounds of hope, and as poor, -
guilty, perifhing, helplefs creatures, placed your.
whole dependance upon this foundation? If
you can honeftly give a fatisfattory anfwer to
thefe Inquiries, it looks encouraging. 'But if.
not, you may be fure yoeu are building upon
fome fandy foundation; you are lurking in
fome refuge of lies, and muft be overwhelmed
at laft in mnevitable ruin. S
2. Have you ever been fenfible of the preci-
oufnefs, the excellency, and the ftability of this
divine foundation ? If you have ever built upon

CurisT it has been at once an act of the Iia[’c.
neceflity and of the moft free choice. . O ! how .

precious did this ftone appear to you! like the
load-ftone it had a ftrong attraction ﬁpdn you,
and you- were effeCtually drawn to it.” "You
: need
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need go no farther than your own hearts to
find the truth of what I have faid of the preci-

- oufnefs of CurisT; the precioufnefs of his

ftrength, his righteoufnefs, and every thingin
him. * To you that believe, he is precious (7).*
This is the aflertion of an apoftle concerning
all believers without exception. And fhall I
conclude this is the real fentiment of all in this
affembly concerning CurisT ? Shall I conclude
it, Brethren? O! fhall I allow myfelf to be fo
happy? Does your confcience tell you there is
ground for your faying that CHRIST is precious
to you. Alas! is it not quite the reverfe with

' many of you ?

- 3. Where is your habitual dependance? Is
it upon Jesus CurisT alone? or is it. upon
fomething elfe? Do you not feel the need of
ftrength, of fpiritual life, of pardon, and righ-
teoufnefs, and eternal life? Certainly, if you
know yourfelves, you feel the need of thefe
things. And upon whom do you depend for
them? Is it upon Jesus CurisT alone? Is it
habitual, and as it were, natural to you, fince
you firft ventured upon this foundation, to reft
there ; fenfible that you have always need of
this fupport, and that every other foundation
is but finking fand ? Brethren, what does con-
fcience reply to thefe queftions? L

4. Have you been formed into proper ftones
for this fpiritual temple? Has Gon hewn you,

may I fo fpeak, by :his- word, and broken off

Vou. I1I.

P ‘ whatever
() 1Peter ii. 7. -
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whatever was rugged, irregular, and unfit to be-

compacted into the building? Has he fhaped

you feel this divine Architect daily carrying on
this work in you, polifhing you more and more
into a refemblance to CurisT i Or are you ftill
the fame rough, irregular, unpolithed pieces:
with human nature unfanctified in its prefent
degenerate ftate? Then you may be fure you
are not built upon this foundation. v
- I think I may pronounce thefe few queries
fully decifive in this cafe. And what difco-
veries do they now make among you ? . Where
now appears to be the foundation of your hope 2
Have not fome of you rejected the chief corner-
ftone which Gob has appointed, and built up-
on a quick-fand? If fo, even a friendly tongue
eannot but denounce fome terrible things ta
ou. ; ; .
y While you are not founded-upon CurisT
you fhall, you muft unavoidably fink forever.
There is nothing that can {upport you. Build
your hopes never fo high the fabrick will fall,
and bury you in its ruins. Nay, this only
foundation of hope and happinefs will be to
you a ftone of ftumbling and a rock of offence,
the occafion of your more aggravated guilt,
and more dreadful deftruction. There are a
few texts of fcripture which I would ring like
peals of alarming thunder in your ears. * The
# fame Lorp of Hofts who fhall be for a fanc-
“ tuary to his people, fhall be for a ftone of
: * ftumbling

and fPolifhed your-fouls for a place in it? Do: -
(S

S
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« ftumbling. and a rock of offence, for a gin
# and a fhare, and many fhall ftumble and tall,
#.and be broken, and. fnared, and taken (%),
# Unto you that believe, fays St Peter, he is
@ precious; but a ftone of ftumbling and a
“ rock of offence to them that ftumble at the
# word (/).# If this ftane be. not made by. you
the foundation of your hopes, it will fall upon
you and cruth you in pieces. Remember the
declaration of Curist himfelf, * Whofoever
# fhall fall upon this ftone fhall be broken ;*
that is, whofoever fhall reje¢t him while in a
humble form in the days of his flefh, thall
perifh, * but on whomfoever this. ftone fhall
# fall, it {hall grind him to powder;* that is,-
whofoever fhall reject him in his ftate of exalt~
ation fhall perith in a ftill more terrible manner.
- And will not all thefe alarming confiderations
have weight with you, to perfuade you to make
him your only faundation ?

If you haye already made him fo, then be
affured you are fafe and immoveable forever.
Let fiorms of private or public calamity rife
and beat upon you ; let your fears-and doubts
rife to never fo high a deluge ; let temptations
make never fo fevere attacks upon you, ftill the
foundation on which you ftand abides firm and
unfhaken. Nay, let all nature go to wreck,
and feas and land, and heaven and earth be
blended together, ftill this foundation ftands
firm, and the living temple built .upon it will

: 2 » remain
(#) Ifai. viii. 14, (/) 1 Peter ii. 7,8.
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remain immoveable forever. You that believe
need not make bafle, .you need not be ftruck

into . confternation upon the appearance of .

danger, nor fly to unlawful means of- deliver-
ance, your All is fafe, and therefore you may
be ferene and calm. Is the burden of your
guilt intolerable, and are you ready to fink
under it? Or are you finking under a load of
forrow ? Whatever be the burden caft it upon
the Lorp, and he will fuftain you. This foun-
dation is able to bear you up, however great the
preflure. - Come ye that are weary and heavy
laden, come, and build your hopes and place
your wreft here. - O! what joyful tidings are
thefe ! I hope they will prove a word in feafon
to fome foul that 1s weary.

-~ What now remains but that I fhould more
explicitly point out this precious Stone to you
all, by 1illuftrating the emphatical word ebold
prefixt to the text.

. Behold, ye poor finking fouls, behold with
wonder and gratitude : here is a fure founda-
tion for you ; caft your whole weight, venture
.your eternal all upon it, and it will fupport
you. Say no more, ¢ Alas! I muft fink for-
ever under this mountain of guilt.” But turn
to Jesus' with finking Peter, and cry, “ Help,
“ Lorp, Iperith;* and he will bear you up.
. Yes, whatever ftorms may blow, whatever

-convulfions may fhake the world, you are fafe.
Behold,

—
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Behold, ye joyful Believers. See here the
foundatjon of all your joys and hopes. - Do
you ftand firm like mount Zion? Sce here is
the Rock that fupports you. Gratefully ac-
- knowledge it, and infcribe this precious ftone
with your praifes. Point it out to others-as
the only ground of hope for perithing fouls. -

Behold, ye wretched felf-righteous Pharéfees}
. the only Rock-on which you muft build if you
expe& to ftand. Your proud felf-confident
Virtue, your boafted philofophic morality, is
but a loofe tottering foundation. Virtue and
morality are neceflary to compleat and adorn
the fuper-ftructure ; but when they are laid at
the bottom of all they will prove.-but a quick-
fand.

= Behold, ye defpifers, and wonder and pe-
# rifh :* perifh you muft if you fet at nought
this precious ftone. © ‘To you this only founda-
tion 1s like to prove a * ftone of ftumbling and
* a rock of offence.* To you the nature of
things is inverted : the only ground of hope
will heighten your defpair ; and the Sayviour of
men will be your deftroyer. : ,

‘Behold, ye glorious Angels, behold the firm
foundation divine Love has laid for the falva-
tion of guilty worms. It is as firm as that on
which you ftand. Are the affairs of mortals
beneath your notice? No, we are concerned
with Jesus too who is your head; and our
connection with him muft give usan importance
in your view. Therefore join with us in cele-

- P3 brating
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bratmg the pralfes of this Foundatlon "This
precious Stone .appeats-to you-in all its {plen=
dors : 1ts brilliancy dazzles your admiring eyes.
We alfo admire 1t as far as weknow it ; butto
us it1s like a foundation laid deep under ground,
that fupports us though we fee it not. When
fhall we be placed in your adyantageous fitua-
tlon, the heights of the heavenly Zim, where

it will -appear full to our view, and be the.ob~

ject of our dchghtful contemplatxon for ever
and ever'

SERMON
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SERMON XXIX.

The Nccefﬁty and Excellence of
Family-Religion.

SEGAFFERGHFHSTRHILTTIRTD

1 TIMOTHY V.8
But if any provide not for bis own, and efpecially
for thofe of bis own houfe, be bath denied the
Saith, and is worfe than an Infidel. '

e iat H E great Author of our nature,
- who has made us. fociable crea-
# T % tures, has inftituted various So-
7& / Y cieties among mankind, both civil
#0495 and religious, and joined them to-
gether by the various bonds of relation. The
firlt and radical fociety is that of a family,
which is the nurfery of the church and ftate.
This was the fociety inftituted in paradife in
the ftate of innocence, when the indulgent
Creator finding that it was not good for man,
a fociable creature, to be alone, formed an
3 : * Py ~ help

~
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help meet for him, and united them in the

“endearing bonds of the conjugal relation. From

thence the human race was propagated, and
when multiplied it was formed into ctil go-
vernments and ecclefiaftical affemblies. * With-
out thefe aflociations the worfhip of Gop could
not be publicly and' focially performed, and
Liberty and Property could not be fecured.
Without thefe, men would turn favages and
roam at large, deftitute of religion, infenfible
of the humane paffions, and regardlefs of each
other’s welfare. Civil and religious focieties
are therefore wifely continued in the world,
and we enjoy the numerous advantages of them.

. But thefe do not exclude, but pre-fuppofe do-

meftic focieties; which are the materials of
which they are compofed, and as churches and
Kingdoms are formed out of Families, they will
be fuch as the materials of which they confift.
It is therefore of the greateft importance to
religion and civil fociety that families be under
proper, regulations, that they may produce
proper plants for church and ftate, and efpeci-
ally. for the eternal world, in which all the
temporary affociations-of mortals in this world
finally terminate, and to. which they ultimately
refer. o -
. Now 1in families as well as in all govern-
ments,. there are fuperiors and inferiors; and
as it is the place of the latter to obey, fo it be-
longs to thie former both 1o rule and to provide.
The heads. of. famihies are obliged not only to

; : ’ exercife
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exercife their authority over their dependants,
but alfo to provide for them a competency of
the neceffaries of life; and indeed their right
to rule is but a power to provide for themfelves
and their domeftics.

This is implied in my text, where the Apo-
ftle makes the omiffion of this duty utterly i
confiftent with Chriftianity, and a crim fo
uunatural that.even Infidels are free fromit.

# If any man provide not for- his own, and
“ efpecially for thofe of his own houfe, he hath
# denied the faith, and is worfe than an Infi-
a8 dCl s

The Apo[’de among other thmgs in this chap—
ter is giving directions how widows fhould
be treated in the church. - If they were widows
indeed, that is, widowed and entirely deftitute
of relations to fupport them ; then he advifes
to maintain them at the pubhc expences of the
church, <er. 3,9,10. But if .they were fuch
w1dows as had children or nephews, then he
orders that they fhould be maintained by thefe
their relatives, and that the charge fhould not
fall upon the church, wer. 4, 16. - . -

He fuppofes that the relatives of fome of
them might be unwilling to put themfelves to
this expence, and to engage fuch to their duty,
he in the text expofes the unnatural wickednefs
of neglecting it. “ If any man provide not
“ for his own, and efpecially for thofe of his
own houfe, he hath denied the faltb and is
worfe than an Infidel.” |

By

e 8
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By a man's own { 7dé idvdv] dre meant
poor relatives, who are unable to fupport.them-
felves. .And by his baufe are meant thofe .that
~ are his domeftics, and . that live with him, as
wife, children, fervants. The former a man
13 obligéd to provide for,- but efpecially the lat-
ter, and if he neglect it he has denied the faith
_in fadt, however much he may profefs it in
words ; he is no Chriftian, nor to betreated as
fuch » nay, he 18 worfe than an Infidel; for
many heathens have had fo much humanity
and natural light, as to obferve their duty,
fupporting their domeftics and fuch'of their
zelatives . as could not procure a fubfiftence for
themfelves. o , o
- In order to make provifion for our families,
. we mwft- be careful or laborious, according to
our circumitances, and fee that all our domef-
¢ics be fo too. ¢ And him that will not work,
# neitherlet him eat(=).” CL
-+ %¢ ‘Fhis, fome of you will fay, is excellent
s¢. doktine, and thisis our favourite text, which
s we..often defcant.upon to juftify our eager
- ¢« purfuit of the world. This commandment
*¢, havé: we kept from our youth up; and, as
s< we exert ourfelves to provide eftates for our
t¢-children, we are not chargeable ‘with: any
¢ giilt in this cafe.” But ftay, Sirs; before
rou ptremptorily conclude yourfelves innacent,
et mo afk you,-Are your domeftics, your wives,
children;’ ‘and fervants, -nothing but material
- - badies? -

(m) 2 Thefs. jii. 10,




Serm.zg. of Family-Religion. 219

bodies? If fo, I grant your dl}?’ is fulfilled by
providing for their bodies. If they are only
formed for this world, and have no concern
with ‘a fuature, then it is -enough for you to
make provifion for them in'the prefent ftdte,
They are like your cattle, upon this hypothe-
fis, and you may treat them as you do your
beafts, fodder them and make them work for
you. . But are you fo abfard as'to indulge fuch
a thought? Are you not fully convinced that
your domeftics were made for eternity, endow-
ed with immortal fouls, and have the greateft
concern with the eternal world ? If fo, can you
think 1t fufficient that you provide for their
bodies @nd their temporal fubfiftence? I appeal
to youtfelves, Is-there not as much reétfon for
your taking care of their immortal fpirits, as
" of their perithing bedies ? Ought 'you not to be
as regardful, and as laborious for their com-
fortable fubfiftence in_eternity, as in time?
Nay, is not your obligation to Family-religion’
as much more ftrong, as an immortal fpirit is
more ¥mportant than a machine of animated’
clay, and the interefts of eternity exceed thofe’
of this tranfitory world? If thenhe that-does
not ‘provide ‘for his domeftics a-competency of
the neceflaries of life * has denied the faith,
* and is worfe than an infidel,* what fhall we
fay of him that negles their fouls, and takes
no pains to form them for ‘an-happy tmmor-
tality ? Sarely he muft be- werfe than one that is*
worfe than an infidel, and how extremely lb;ad
| : - then -
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then muft he be? He has more than denied
the faith, however confidently he may profefs
it. : ' : . oo i o
~ You fee that though this text does not im-
mediately refer to Family-religion, yet it will
admit of a very natural accommodation to that
purpofe, and in this view I intend to handle it.
. Several of you, my. Hearers, I doubt not:
have long fince formed and practifed. Yo/bua's
refolution ; “ As for me and my houfe, we will.
# ferve the Lorp (). While vanity laughs
aloud, and impiety belches out its blafphemies
in families around you, * the voice of {piritual
* rejoicing and falvation is heard in your taber-
# nacles (). 1 congratulate you, my- dear’
Brethren, .and hope your families will be nur-.
feries for Religion in-future times, and edugate
many for the heavenly ftate, nay, I hope. you
have feen fome of the happy effets of it already -
in the early impreflions that begin to -appear
ypon the tender minds of your dear children,
and the promifing folemnity and reformation:
aof fome of your flaves. It were to be-wifhed
that all of you made confcience of this matter,.
and it would not at all feem extravagant to
expedt it, for furely it would not be extrava--
gant to expe that you:who attend upon pub-
lick worfhip, ‘ard profefs the religion of Jesus,:
{hould not fo grofly deny the faith as to be worfe
than Infidels. But alas! my Friends, though-
I do mot dffect to be a fpy into your families, -
P T “ lam:
~ (#) Joh, xxiv. 135. {e) Pfalm cxviii. 15.
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* ] am jealous over you with a godly jealoufy,*
left fome of you habitually neglect this. very
important daty. Though Family-religion be
not the peculiarity of a party, but owned to be
obligatory by Chriftians in general, and there-
fore Chriftians of all denominations fhould con-
{cientioufly obferve it, if they would a& con-
fiftently with their. own principles; yet are
there not feveral in this affembly who live with-
out religion in their houfes ? Confcience can
find out the guilty, and I need not be more
particular. It is certainly a moft lamentable
thing that any who have enjoyed fuch oppor-

tunities for inftru&ion, who have been folemn-,

ly and frequently warned, exhorted, and per-
fuaded, and who have come under the ftrong-
eft obligations to this duty, {hould notwithftand-
ing live in the wilful and habitual negleét of it.

For perfons to omit it for want of inftrucion’

about its obligation might be very confiftent
with a tender confcience, and nothing would
be neceffary to bring fuch to the practice, but
to convince them it is their duty, which it is
very ealy to do; but to omit Family-religion
in our circumftances, my Brethren, difcovers
fuch a ftupid indifferency about religion, or fo
inveterate an averfion to it, that it 1s lamenta-

bly doubtful whether a conviction of.the duty,

will determine you to the practice of it. When
perfons have long habituated themfelves to fin
againft light, it 1s hard to take anyeffectual
meafures to deal with them. All that the Mi-

nifters
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nifters of the Gofpel can do, is to tonvince their
underftandings, to perfuade, to exhort, to in<
vite, to threaten, but fuch are accuftomed to
refift thefe means, and now they find it no great
difficulty to mafter them. 1 therefore make
this attempt with difcouragement, and hardly

hope to - facceed with fuch of you as have hi-
therto obiftinately fought againft convittion;
and the attempt 1s ftill the more melancholy as
I know, that if what fhall be offered does not
prevail upon you to make confcience of Fa-
mily-religion, the additional light you may re-
ceive will but render you more inexcufable,
encreafe your guilt, and confequently your
punithment. This 1s" one of the tremendous
confequences of the miniftry of this neglected,
difregarded gofpel, that may ftrike minifters
and people with a folemn horror. However I
am not without hopes of fuccefs with fome of
you, who have not yet been curfed with an hor-
1id victory over your confciences. I hope that
when you are more fully convinced of this duty
you will immediately begin the prattice of it.
But though I had no expetation of fuccefs, I
am ftill obliged to make the attempt, Though
nothing can animate a Minifter more than the
profpect of {uccefs, yet he is not to regulate his
conduét wholly according to this profpect. He
mutft labour to deliver his own foul by warn-
ing even fuch as may not regard it. He
muft declare the whole counfel of Gop, whe-
ther they hear or whether they forbear. I fhall
: : : therefore

A}
”
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therefore, my dear Brethren, endeavour ho.
neftly this day to bring.you to Foffua’s refolu~
tion, “ that you and your houfes will ferve the
# Lonn ;* and let him who s hardy enough to
defpife it prepare to anfwer for it at the fupreme
tribunal, for he defpifeth not man, but Gop.

I would not have you perform any thing as a
duty. till you have fufficient means to. convince
you that itis a duty ; and I would not confine
you to an over-frequent performance of the
duty I am now to open to you ;. therefore when
I have briefly mentioned the various parts of
Famlly-rehgxon, I fhall,

I. Prove it to be a duty from the law of Nao
ture, and from Scripture-Revelation. ,
~1I. Shew in what feafons, or how freqnently
Family.religion fhould be ftatedly performed.

ilL, 1 fhall confider what particular obligas
tion the heads of families lie under, and what
authority - they are invefted with to maintan
religion 1n their houfes. And,

1V. And laftly, I fhall anfwer thc ufual ob-

' )c&xons made againit this important duty.

- As ;o the parts of Famnly-rel.glon they. are
Prayer, Praife, and Inftruction. We and our
families ftand in need of bleflings in a domeftic
capacity, therefore in that capacity we fhould -
pray for them ; in that capacity too we receive
many bleflings ; therefore in that capacity we
fhould netum thanks for them, and finging of

- Pfalms

IS
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Pfalms is the moft proper method of thanks-
giving. Further, our domeftics need inftruc-
‘tions about the great concerns- of religion,
therefore we thould teach them. But'I need
not ftay to prove each of thefe branches to be
“a duty, becaufe the following arguments for
the whole of Family-religion will be equally
conclufive for each part of it, and may be eafily
accommodated to it. Therefore,

. L Ifhall prove that F amily;religion'is aduty
from the light of Nature and of Scripture.

. To prepare the way, I would obferve that you
fhould hear what fhall be offered with a mind .
in love with your duty when it appears. You -
would not willingly have a caufe tried by one
that is your enemy ; now © the carnal mind is
# enmity againft Gop,” and confequently while
you retain thdt carnal mind, ‘you are very un-
fit to judge of the force of thofe arguments that
prove your duty towards him. If you hate the
difcovery you' will fhut your eyes againft the
light, and not receive the truth in love. There-
fore lie open to convition, and I doubt not but
you fhall regeive it from the following argu-
ments. L
- If Family-religion be due to the fupreme Be-
ing upon the account of his perfections, and
the relation he bears to us,—if it be one great
defign of the inftitution of families,—if it tend
to the advantage of our domeftics,—if it be our
~ privilege,
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privilege, —then Family-religioh appears to be

, our duty from the Law of Nature.

1. If Family-religion be a juft debt to the
fupreme Being upon account of his perfections;
and the relation he fuftains to us as families,
then it muft be our duty to maintain it accord-
ing to the Law of Nature. Now this is the
cafe in fatt. - . :

Gop is the moft excellent of Beings, and

therefore worthy of homage in every capacity .

from his reafonable creatures. It is the fupreme
excellency of the Deity that renders him the
objelt of perfonal devotion, or the religion of
individuals, and the fame reafon extends to
Family-religion ; for fuch is his excellency, that

- he is entitled to all the worfhip which we can

give him ; and after all, * he is exalted above
# all our blefling and praife (p):* that is, he ftill
deferves more blefling and praife than we can
give him. Hence it follows, thatour capacity
is the meafure of our obligation to ferve him;

~that is, in whatever capacity we are that ad~
~ mits of fervice to him, we are bound to per~

form all that fervice to him, becaufe he jiftly
deferves it: all. Now we are capable of wor-
fhiping him as a family, for family-devotion,
you muft own, is a thing poflible in itfelf,

therefore we are bound to worfhip him in that

capacity.  If any of you deny this, do but put

your denial into plain words, and you muft

thudder at yourfelves : it muft ftand thus, «I
. Vor. IIL. Q_ « muft
A (?) Nehem. ix. 5.
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“ muft own that fuch is the excellency of the
“ Deity, that he has a right to all the homage
¢« which I can pay him in every capacity ;. yet
¢« I owe him none, .1 will pay him none in the
“ capacity of an head of a family. I own I
¢« owe him worfhip from myfelf as an indivi-
¢ dual, but my.family as fuch thall have no-
¢« thing to do with him.” Will you, Sirs,
rather run into fuch an impious abfurdity as
this, than own yourfelves obliged to thisduty? -
Again, Gop is the Author of our ficiable
natures, and as fuch claims focia/ worfhip from
us.. He formed us capable of fociety, and in-
clined us to it, and furely this capacity ought
to be improved for religious purpofes. Is there
any of you fo hardy as to fay, * Though Gop
¢« has made me a fociable creature, yet I owe
. ¢ him no worfhip as fuch, and will pay him
~ *¢ none?” You may as well fay, « Though he
<t formed me a man, and endowed me with
«¢ powers to ferve him, yet as a man or an
*¢ dividual, I will not ferve him.” And what
is this but to renounce all obligations to Gop,
and to cut yourfelves off from all conneétion
with him ? Now if your focial nature lays you
under an obligation to focial religion, then it
muft oblige you to Family-religion, for a fa-
mily is the firft fociety that ever was inftituted ;
it isa radical fociety, from which all others are
derived, therefore here focial religion began
(as it muft have begun in families before it had.

place
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place in other focieties) and here it ought fill
to continue.. ,

Again, Gob is the proprietor, fupporter, and
benefaGor of our -families, as well as of our

fons, and therefore our families as fuch

ould pay him homage. . He is the owner of
your families, and where is the man that dares
deny it? Dare any of you fay, “ Gop hath
¢ nothing to do with my family ; he hath no
¢ right there, and I will acknowledge none ™
- Unhappy creatures! Whofe property are you
then? If not Gob’s, you are helplefs orphans
indeed ; or rather the voluntary avowed fub-
jectsof hell. Butif your families are his pro<
perty muft you not own that you fhould wor-
- thip him asfuch? What! pay no acknowledg-
ment to your great Proprietor! how unjuft!
The Apoftle argues that becaufe our perfons
are his, therefore we fhould ferve him (g); and
furely the argument is equally ftrong in this
cafe. Further, are not your families entirely
dependent upon Gop as their Supporter and
Benefactor? Shauld he withdraw his fupport-
ing hand, you and your houfes would fink into
ruin together. Are you not then obliged in a
Family-capacity to acknowledge and praife
him? You alfo receive numberlefs bleflings
from him in a domeftic capacity; every even-
ing and morning, every night and day you find
his mercies flowing down upon your heufes;
and fhall no grateful acknowledgments afcend
Q.2 from
- () 1 Cor. vi. 19,20. T
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from .them to him? You alfo every moment
ftand in need of many bleflings, mot only for
yourfelves but for yourfamilies, and willyou not
jointly with your families implore thefe bleflings
from your divine Benefactor ? Here again con-
fider the language of your refufal, and it muft
ftrike you with horror, ¢ I own that Gop 1s
« the Proptictor of my family, that he is the
« conftant fupport of my family, that I and
* mine every momeht receive mercies from
“ him, and depend entirely upon him for them,
¢ yet my family as fuch fhall pay him 10 wor-
«¢ fhip, fhall ferve him no more than if we had
“ no concern with him.” Can you venture
upon fuch a declaration as this? ‘

2. If Family-religion was the principal de-

fign of the inflitution of families, then is Fa-
mily-religion our irdifpenfible duty. . ’
- ‘That families were founded by Gop may be
inferred from the creation of different fexes,
the inflitution of Marriage, and the various
relations among mankind, and from tlie uni-
verfal agency of his providence (7)..

And that Family-religion was the principal
end of the inftitution, is evident ; for can you
think that Gop would unite a number of Im«
mortals, heirs of the eternal world, together in
the moft intimate bonds, in this ftate of trial,
without any reference to their future ftate?
Were your families made for this world only, .
or for the next? If for the next, then religion

: muft
() Pfalm Wviii, 6, and cxiii. g.
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muft be maintained in them, for that alone can

cpare you for eternity: or if you fay your

milies were formed for this world, pray what
was this world made for? To be the final refi-
dence? or to be only a ftage along which to
£:fs into your everlaﬁinf home, a place of pro-
bation for candidates for Immortality ? - And
muft. not religion then be maintained in your
families? They fhould be nurferies for heaven,
and that they cannot be if you banifh devotion
from them. -

If the conjugal relation, which is the founda-
tion of families, was firft inftituted for religious
purﬁof&s, then certainly the worfhip of Gop
ought to be maintained in them. " But the for-
mer is true: * Did not he make one (/)
that is, one of each fex, that there might be one
for one; and that the very creation of our na-
ture might carry an intimation that polygamy
was unnatural. ¢ And wherefore one?” that
is, wherefore did Gop make but one of each
fex, when * he had the refidue of the fpirit,”
and could have made more? Why his defign
was “ that he ‘might feek a godly feed,* that 1s,
that children might not only be procreated,
but retain and convey down religion from age
to age. But can this defign be accomplifhed if

u refufe to ‘maintain religion in your fami-

ies ? Can you expect that Godlinefs fhall run
on in the line of your pofterity, if you ha-
bitually neglect it in your houfes? Can a godly

Q3 - feed

© (/) Mal. i g,
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feed be raifed in fo corrupJ a foil ? Therefore if
you omit this duty, -you live in families in di-
te& oppofition to the end of the inftitution,
and. deny your domeftics the greateft advan-
tage they can enjoy as members of a family;-a
confideration which leads me to another argu-
mernt. S S '
.3, If Family-religion tends to the greateft -
advantage of our families, thenit'is our duty,
and to neglect it is wickedly to rob ourfelves
and ours of the greateft advantage. .« :
. “If you deny thar'religion is advantageous you
may renounce the name of Chriftians, yes, and
of men too. Religian-places jts.fubjects under
the blefling and guardianthip of  heaven; it
reftraing them from thofe practices which may
be rilinous to them .in’ time and . eternity ; 1t
fupprefles fuch difpofitions and paffions as are
turbulent and felf-tormenting ; and affords the
- moft refined and fubftantial joys. .

.- Now.I appeal to yourfelves whether it be not
more probable that your family will be religious,
if you folemnly warfhip Gop with them and
inftruét them, than it would be if you neglect-
~ ed thefe duties ?” How can you expect that your
children and fervants will become worfhippers
of the Gop of heaven, if they have been edu-
cated in the negle&t of Family-religion? Can
prayerlefs parents expect to have praying chil-
dren? If you neglect to inftruct them, can you
expect they will ‘grow up in the knowledge of
Gop and of themielves? If they fee you receive

daily
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daily mercies from the Gop of heaven, and yet
refufe him the tribute of praife, is it not likely
they willimitateyouringratitude, and fpend their
daysina ftupidinfenfibility of their obhigationsto
“their divine Benefactor ? Is it as likely:they will
make it their principal bufinefs in life to.fecure
the favour of Gob, and prepare for ‘eternity,
when they fee their parents and maftersthought-
lefs about this important concern, as if ‘they
faw you every day devoutly worfhipping Gop
with them, and imploring his blefling upon
yourfelves and your houtholds? Their fouls;
Sirs, their immortal fouls are entrufted to your
care, and you muft give a folemn account of
your truft; and can you think you faithfully
difcharge ‘it, while you negleét to maintain
rel&gion in your families ? Will you not be ac-
ceflary to their perdition, and in your fkirts will
there not be found the blood of your poor inno-
cent children? What a dreadful meeting may
you expect to have with them at laft ? Therefore
if you love your children ; if you would make
fome amends to your fervants for all the fervice
they do to you ; if you would bring down the
bleffing of heaven upon your families; if you
would have your children to make their houfes
the receptacles of religion, when they fet up in
life for themfelves ; 1f you would have religion
furvive in this place, and be conveyed from age
to age; if you. would deliver your own fouls ;
Tbefeech, I entreat, I charge you to begin and
R Qa4 continug
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continue the worfhip of Gob in your familics
from this day to the clofe of your lives. .
4. You are to confider Family-religion not
merely as a duty impofed by authority, but as
your greateft pravilege granted by divine grace,
How great the privilege to hold: a daily nter-
pourfe ‘with heaven in our dwellings! to- have
auf houfes converted into temples for that ado-~
rable Deity whom the heaven and the heaven
of heavéns cannot contain! to mention our
domeftic wants before him with the encourag-
ing hope of a fupply ! to vent the overflowings
of gratitude | to fpread the favour of his knaw-
ledge, and talk of him whom angels celebrate -
upontheirgolden harpsandinanthems of praife! -
to have our families devoted tq him while
others live eftranged from the Gop of their life {
if all this does not appear the higheft privilege
to you, it is becaufe you are aftonifhingly dif-
affeCted to the beft of Beings. - And fince the -
Almighty condefeends to allow you this privi-
lege will you wickedly deny it to yourfelves?
If he had denied it to you, you would no doubt -
have cavilled at it as hard : you would have
myrmured had he laid a prohibition upon your
family, and told you, ¢« I will aecept of wor~
¢¢ fhip from the families araund you, they fhall
¢ cofwverfe with me every day ; -but as for yours
«¢ I will. have nothing to do with them, I will
¢ accept of no worfhip from them, you may
f¢ not make mention of the name of the Lorp.?
: How
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How wauld you tremble if Gop had marked
your families with fuch a brand of reprobation?
And will you put this brand ypen them with
your own hand ? Will you deny that privilege
ta- your families which would ftvike you with
harrar if Gop had denied it? Will you affect
fuch. an horrid fingularity, that when other
families are admitted into familiar audience
with the Deity, you will keep off from him,
and K:f);him no homage in yours v

. T arguments are chiefly derived from
the light of nature, and thew that Family-reli-
. gion is a-duty of natural Religion.. Accord-

ingly heathens and idolaters have .obferved it.
‘The heathens had their Lares, their: Penates,
or Houfhold-gods. Such were Laban’s gods
avhich Rachel fiole from him (z); and fuch
were Micab's (v). Thefe indeed were idols,
but: what did they ftand inftead of ? Did they
not. ftand inftead of the true worfhip of the
true Gon? What reformation was neceffary in
this cafe ? The renouncing of thefe idols and
taking nothing in their room? or the renouncing -
‘'of :them and taking the true Gon in their
place ? Undoubtedly the latter.. And will you
not- bluth . that heathens fhould exceed you?
that you fhould be, according to the text,
# worfe than Infidels?* .And muft you not
tremble. left they fhonld rife up in judgment

againft you and condempn you?.. . .

: Inow
(#) Gen. xxxi. 34. (o) Judges xvii. 4,5.
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' I now'proceed to fomie arguments more pure-
ly feriptural which prove the neceflity of Fami-
ly-religion in general, or of fome- particular
branch of it. ' - ’ :
. 1. 'We may argue from the examples. of the
faints recorded and commended in feripture..

Good examples infer an obligation upon us

to imitate them, and when they are tranimitted
down to pofterity with--honour in{ihe facred
records they are propofed to our imitation; and
as really bind us to the duty as exprefs precepts.
. Now we are here furrounded with a bnght
cloud of witnefles. Even before the introduc-
tion of theclearerdifpénfation of the gofpel we
find that the'faints carefully maintained Family-
religion, ..~ -

On this account’ Abrabem’ was adniitted into
fuch’ intimacy with ‘Gobp, that he admits him
into his fecrets. # Shall 1 hidei from Abrabam
* that thing which I:do ; fince—I know him,
# that he will.command his children, and his
* houthold after him; and they f{hall keep the
. * way.of the Lorp, & (x)* = - =+ -

We find Jfaac and ‘facob, by the influence of
his good example and inftructions, follow the
fame practice.. They, as well as he, built an
altar to:the Lorp wherever they pitched their
tents ; -an- altar then being a neceffary utenfil
for.divine worthip.~ This you will find repeat-
¢dly in the fhort gi&ornyc' have of thefe patri-
- archs,
¢ («) Gen. xviii. 16,18, ‘
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archs, particularly in:Gen. xxvi, 2. and Gert

XXxv. I, 3. and Gen. xxxill. 20. . '

We ﬁng{?a& fo intent upon Famlly-devotlon,
that he rifes up early -in ‘the -mioming and
offers burnt-ofterings; and thus he did, we
are told, not upon extraordinary occaﬁons only,
but: continually (y)-

. The devout king David, after he had {pent
the day in the glad folemmty of bringing the
ark to 1its place, returned to blefs his houfegl

He had his hour for Family-devotion,and w

that is come he leaves the folemnity of: pubhc

worfhip, and haftens home. This was agree-
able to his refolution, # 1 will behave myfelf

* wifely in a perfect:way: I will walk: within

# my houfe with a perfect heart (2).”

Daniel ran the nifk of his life rather than
omit this duty, which fome of you omit with
hardly any temptation. When the royal edict
prohibited him upon penalty of being caft into
the lions den, * heftill prayed and 1 gave thanks
* to Gob, as he did aforetime ;*—as ke did
aforetime, this is added to fhew that he had
always obferved a ftated courfe of devotion in
his family, and that it was not a tranﬁent ﬁt
of zeal that now feized him (4).

Thefe illuftrious patterns we find under the
dark difpenfation of the old Teftament. How
much more zealous Ihould we be who enjoy’

‘the

{y) Jobi.s. (z) 2 Sam. vi. 20,
{a) Pfalm ci. 2. (&) Dan, vi. 10,
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the meridian light of the¢ gofpel, to keep the
religion of Jesus in our famulies? . |
. In the new Teftament we repeatedlyfind our
blefled Lozp in prayer with his family, the
Apoftles. - St Paylthrice mentions a church in
a private houfe (¢); hy which he probably
means the religious families of Nympbas, and
that pious pawr Prifilla and Aguils. And
Cornelus 1s an inftagnee peculiarly obfervable,
who, though an heathen and ignorant of the
coming of CurisT, * feared Gop (an expref~
“ fion that often fignifies to worfhip Gon) with
* all his houfe ; and prayed unto Gop alway ;¥
that is, at all preper feafons. And when a
divine mefienger was fent to him to diret him
to fend for Peser, we are told he was praying
in his- hoyfe ; that is, with his dameftics, as
the word often fignifies (d). D .
- If it might have any weight after fuch au-
thentic examples ag thefe, hla milg;lt add, that in
every age perfons of piety have been exemplar;
n F@mgjyzreligxpn. pﬁnd if you look roun¥t
you, my Brethren, you will find that by how
much the more religious perfens are, by fo
much the more cenfeientious they are in this
duty. What though fome like the Pharifees

ufe it. a3 a ¢loak for their clandeftine wicked- \

nefs, this is no objection ageinft the practice ;
otherwife there 15 hardly;one branch of Reli-

gion or Morality but what muft be rejected

too,
(¢) Rom,xvi.5. . & Cor. xvi. 1g. Col. iv, 135.
(4) Adsx. 2,30/ g

-5
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too, for every goobd thing has been abufed by
hypocrites to difguife their fectet villainy. -
2. We may argue from feveral fcripture~
cepts which either direétly or confequentially
refer to the whole, or to fome branch of Fami~
ly-religion. : :
The Apoftle Paul, having given various di-
re&tions: about relative dufies in families, fub«
joins, # Continue in prayer and watoh in the
s fame with thanksgiving (e).* St Peter exi
horts * hufbands to dwell with their wives a¢-
- @ cording to knowledge, &c.—that their pray-
= er's might not be hindered (f);* which cers
tainly implies that they {hould pray together.
And here I may obferve by the by what 1s per<
haps immediately intended in this text, that
begde the ftated worfhip of Gop common to
all the family, it may be very proper for the
hufband and wife to retire for prayer at proper.
feafons by themfelves together. As there i a
peculiar intimacy between them, they ought to
be peculiarly intimate in the duties of religion,,
and when retired together they may . pour out
their hearts with more freedori than before all
the family, and particularize thofe things that
¢ould not be prudently mentidned before others.
.But t¢ return : we are enjoined to * pray al-
* ways with all prayer and fupplication (g) ;*
and furely Family-prayer muft be included in
thefe comprehenfive terms.

, | " As
() Col.iv.2.  {f) 1 Petiiii. 7. (g) Ephes. vi.18,
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As to Family-inftrution it was exprefly en-
joined ‘upon the Ifraelites. * Thefe words
% which I command thee fhall be in thy heart,
= and thou fhalt teach them diligently unto
# thy children, and fhalt talk of them when
s thou fitteft in thine houfe (b). They were.
commanded to inftru¢t their domeftics in the
nature and defign of the ordinances of that dif-
penfation,. particularly the paflover (¢).” And
the Pfzlmifi mentions all the wonderful works
of Gop as what ought to be taught by parents
to children from age toage (£). And muft not
parents now be under even fuperior obligations
to inform “their children of the more glorious
doctrines and ordinances of the gofpel? Again,
it is enjoined as a duty common to Chriftians
in general, though they fhould not be united
in one family, ** to exhort one anotherdaily (/),”
and to * teach and admonith one another (m).*
How much more then is it our duty to teach
and admonifh and exhort our families, which
are more particularly intrufted to our care?

As for Family-praife it is a duty becaufe
thankf(giving is fo often joined with prayer in
fcripture (z), and pfalmody muft be owned
the moft ‘proper method of exprefling thank-
fulnefs by fuch as own it a part of divine wor-
_ ' ' thip.

(%) Deut. vi. 6, 7. and xi. 19. (i) Exod. xii. 26,27.
© (*) Pfalm Ixxviil, 3=7. (/) Heb.iii.13. (=) Col.iii. 16.
(#) Philiv.6. .  Col.iv, 2. - 1 Thefs. v. 17,18,
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thip. * The voice of joy and falvation is in
# the tabernacles of the righteous (s).* An
expreflion that may. properly fignify ¢ ‘Praiﬁng
“ Gop in pfalms, and .hymns, and . {piritual
# fongs,* as we are commanded, Col i1 16. -

And now, my Brethren, I prefume you are
convinced that Family-religion is a duty, unlefs
you fhut your eyes-againft the light of nature,
and the light of fcripture; and if convinced,
you ‘are reduced to this dilemma, either to fet
up the worfhip of Gop immediately in your
families, or to fin wilfully againft the know-
- ledge of the truth. And which fide will you
choofe ? O Sirs! the cafe is fo plain, you need
no time to deliberate ; it 1s as plain as whether
you fhould choofe life or death, heaven or hell.

If you from henceforth make confcience of
this important duty it will be a moft happy
omen to your families and to this congregation.
If the grateful incenfe of Family-devotion were
afcending to heaven every morning and even-
ing from every family among us, we might
expect a rich return of divine bleflings upon
ourfelves and ours. Our houfes would become
- the temples of the Deity, and our congregation
feel his gracious influences. Our children
would grow up in the knowledge and fear of
Gop, and tranfplant religion from our families
into their own whenever they fhall be formed.
Our fervants and -flaves would become the fer-~
vants of righteoufnefs, and heirs with us of the
. ’ - _ grace

{+) Pfalm cxviii. 15.



240 The Neczffity and Excellence  Sermizg,
grace. of life. The animofities and tontxfts
that may now difturb our houfholds, and ren-
' der them like the dens of wild beafts, would
ceafe, . Vice would wither aug ﬂ}: among us,
and languifhing religion would lift up its head
and revive. T%xis would certainly bepthe con-
fequence in feveral inftances if we were to main-
tain Family-religion in a proper manner, for
Gop hath not tommarded us to feek his face
_in vain; and if this defirable fuccefs thoukl not
be granted univerfally, we fhall ftill have the
comfort to reflet that we have done our duty.
But how fhocking is the profpett if you de-
termine to refift. convition, and live in the
wilful neglect of this duty ! Your families are
like to be nurferies for-hell ; or if there thould
be an 4jeb in them, * one in whom fome
- fgood “thing if found towards the Lorp Gop
of Ifrarl(p)," no thanks to you for it ; you muft
be punifhed for your neglect of him as though
he had perifhed by your niquity.. -
Remember, Sirs ! that the omiffion of a
known, praticable duty againft the remon-
ftrances of your tonfcience is a certain evidence
that you' are entirely deftitute of all religion,
and therefore I muft difcharge the artillery of
heaven againft you in that dreadful imprecation,
which as di¢tated by infpiration, is equivalent
to a’ predi®ion or denunciation. - * Pour out
# thy fury upon the heathen that know thee
® not, and upon the families that call not up-
. (#) 1Kings xiv.13. '
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“ on thy name (¢).” Obferve here, that you are
ranked with heatbens that know not Gop, and
that the divine fury is imprecated.upon you,
and it fhall fall, it 'ﬂ)lrall' fall fpeedily upon your
devoted - heads .and "your prayerlefs  families,
unlef§ you fly out of 1ts reach by flying to the.
Lorp 1n earneft fupplications in your houfes.
Will you rather run the venture, will you ra-
ther 'deﬁr? yourfelves and your domeftics too, -
than fpend a quarter or half an hout morning.
and evening in the moft manly, noble, heaven-.
ly, evangelical exercifes of devotion? "Surely,
you are not fo hardy, furely you are not fo.
avérfe fo Gop, and carelels about your own.
welfar¢, and that of your deareft relatives and. -
domeftics? T requeft, I beg, I"adjure you by
your regard t6 the, authority of Gob, by your
concern for your own falvation and that of your
families, by the regard you bear to'the interefts.
of Religion in' this glacé, and your poor Mi-.
nifter, that this may bé the hapy ‘%evenin'g from.
whence you may date the worfhip of Gop in,
your houfes ; that this may be the blefled @ra

 from which you and your houfes will ferve the

Lorp,

1 procéed, }
"II. To fhew in what feafons or how fre-
uently Family-religion thould be ftatedly per-
(tlorméd. o

"~ Vor. ITI, R - Now

: LA
(9) Jor. x.25.
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" Now it is more than intimated in feriptute.
that it fhould be performed ¢very day, and
particularly morning and evening:. Thus the
~facrifices under the law, which were attendéd
with piayer, were offered ddily forning and
evehing: - To. this the Plalmift dlludes: * Let
© * my prayer Be fet before thee as iheenfe,
* (which was,_offered:in the thorning) and the
« 1ifting up of my hands as the evening facri-
“ fice (7). He ellewhere refolves, * Every
# day will F blefs theé (/)= Yea, his devo-.
tion “was To extraordinary that he refolves,
« Evening 4nd morhing, and at noon will I
« prdy; and cry alotid (). So Daisel perform~’
ed Family-worthip thriceaddy. Hence weare
undoubtedly bound to perform Farhily-religion.
twice at ledlt in the day. 'And thus frequently.
it feems to be enjoined for common. * Itis a.
% good thing to fhew forth thy loving-kind~
# nefs In the morning, and thy faithfulnefs-
# every night (v).*  Farther, Reafon’ direds
us to morning and evening as the proper fea-
" fon for Family-worthip : for pray which would-
ou ontit.? Dare you venture your familiesout,
1nto the world all the day without committing
them to the care of Providence in the morning ?
Can you undertake your fecular purfuits with-
out implaring the divine blefling upon them ?
And as to the evening, how can you. vénture to:
Mleep .

" (r) Plalmadi. 2. (/) Plalm exlw: 2.
(*) Plalm Iv. 17. (v) Pfalm xcii. 1,2 -
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fleep without committing yourfelvés and yours
1o the divine protection, and returning thanks
for the mercies of the day? Again, the very
courfe of nature feems to.dirett us to thefe fea~
fors. Our life is parcelled out into fo many
days, and every day is a kind of life, and
a kind of death. "And fhall we entér upon li
in the morning without acknowledging the
Author of our life? Or fhall we, as it were,
‘die in the evening, and not commend our de-
-parting {pirits into his hands? Night is a kind
of paule, a ftop in the progrefs of life, and
thould kindle a devout temper in us towards
our divirie Preferver. 1 fhall only add that the
Prophet hints that we fhould {eek the Lorp as
the author of the revolutions of night and day ;
# Seek him that—turneth the fhadow of death
= into the morning, and maketh the day dark
* with night (x);* that is, feek him under that
notion § and -what time fo proper for this as
~ évening and morning ? : o
Therefore, my Brethren, determine to begin
and conclude the day with Gov.

4L 1 fhall confider what partjcular obliga-
tion the heads of families lic under, and what -
authority they are invefted with to maintain
religion in their houfes. . -
- In all focieties there muft be a fubordination,
and particularly in families, and it is theplace
of the head of fuch focieties to rule and. direét.
: - Ra Particularly
() Amos v. 8. ) _
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Particularly it belongs to the head of a family,
when there is no fitter perfon prefent, to per-
form worfhip in it, and to ufe proper means
to caufe all his domeftics to attend upon it.
' ‘The gentler methods of perfuafion ought to be
aufed where they will {ucceed, but when it 1
-unavoidable, compulfive “meafures may be
‘taken to oblige all our domeftics to an attend-
ance. - The confciences of all, bond and free,
-are fubje¢t to Gop .only,. and no man ought to
compel another to any thing as.a duty that is
againft his confcience. But this is not the cafe
:here.  Your domeftics may plead a great many
-excufes for not joining in Family-worfhip, but
they will hardly plead that it 1s againft their
.confcience ; that is, they will hardly fay that
they think they fhould fin againft Gop in fo
.doing. Here then you may ufe your authority,
and . perhaps. fome word they hear may touch
their hearts. You fhould in common cafes
caufe them all to attend morning and evening,
sunlefs. your fervants are fcattered in different
quarters, and.make confcience. of praying to-
gether, which you fhould exhort them to do,
-anddor which yon fhould -allow them conve-
nienti time, boeowl e s st T
i sFhat: you: are puthorifed.and obliged to all
this is evident from Gon’s commending Abra-
bam for commanding his.children, & 5 from
- Jofbua's refolving thatnot onlyhe, but. alfo his
Houfe fhould: feyvs.the Lorp 3 #crelolution he
~could not perform unlgfs he had authority over
v doveoo hlS

e i
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his houfe to compel them, at leaft externally, to
ferve the Lorp (y) ; and from the fuperiority
which you have over your domeftics, which
enables you to'command them in this cafe as”
well as in your own affairs. -

" IV. And laftly, I come to anfwer the ufual
objeftions againft this important duty of Fa-
mily-religion.’ _ :

"It would be more honeft for people frankly
to own that they have no heart to it, and that:
this is the real caufe of their negleCting it, and
not any valid objections they have againft it;’
but fince they will torture their invention to
difcover fome pleas to excufe themfelyes, we
muft anfwer them. : :

" 1ft Objection. <« I have no time, and my
¢ fecular bufinefs would fuffer by Family-reli-
“ .gion.” '

Were you formed for this world only there
would be fome force in this objection, but how

~ ftrange does fuch an objection found in the

heir of an eternity? Pray what is your time
given to you for ? Is it not principally that you
may" prepare for eternity? And have you no
time for what is the great bufinefs of your
lives ? : "‘

., Again, why do not you plead too that ybu

have no time for your daily meals? Is food

- more neceflary for your bodies -than religion

o ~R3 o fer
‘ . ‘U) Joﬂl; xxiv. !s," - . . 1‘1 e s v . Py S AN
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for your fouls? if you think fo, what is be-
come of your underitandings? :

Further, what employmc?t do yaou follow ?
Is it lawful or unlawful? If unlawful, then
renounce it immediately ; if lawful, then it will
admit of the exercife of Family-religion, for
Gop cannot command contradtions ; and
fince he has commanded you to maintain his
- worthip in your houfes, that is demonftration
that every calling which ‘he allows you to fol-
low will afford time for it.

Finally, may yoy not redcem as much time
from idle converfation, from trifling. or even
from your fleep, as may be fufficient for Fami-
ly-religion ? May you not order your Family-

devotion fo as that your domeftics may attend -

uporn it, either before they go out to their
work, or when they come to their meals?

2d Objection. *¢ 1 have not ability to pray;
¢« I am too ignorant.” - L

If you had a proper fenfe of your wants,
this plea would not hinder you. Did you ever
hear a beggar, however ignorant, make this
objection? A fenfe of his neceffities is an un-
failing fountain of his eloquence.

Further, how ftrange does this abjection
found from you! What have you enjoyed
Preaching, Bibles, and gogd Booksfo long, and
yet do not know what to atk of Gop? Alas!
what have you been doing?

- Again, is neglecting prayer the way toimprove
in knowledge, and qualify you to perform it ?
‘ \ Finally,

———— —
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. Finally, may you ot eafily farnifh yoyrfelves
with forms of prayer, which you may ufe as
perfons weak in their limbs do their erutches,
till you can lay them afide. . It is bigatry only
that will fay that yon thould peglect the fub-
ftance of the duty, if you cannot perform every
sircumftance of it in the beft manner. :
3d Qbjection. “ 1 am athamed.” But is
this fhame well-grounded ? Is it really a {hame
to worfhip the Gop of heaven, and fhare in
the employment of Angels ? . -
- Are finners athamed tp ferve their mafter?

A little pradtice will free you from all this
difficulty. .

4th ObjeFion. « But alas! 1 know. not
“ how to begin it.” Hereindeed the difficulty
fies; but why will you not own that you were
hitherto miftaken, and that you would rather
reform than perfift obftinately in the omiffion
of an evident duty?

- 5th Objection. < But sy family will net
* join with me.” D ‘

How do you know? Have you tried ? Are
you not mafter of your own family? Exert
that authority in this which you claim in other
cafes. : '

6th Objection. ¢ But I fhall be ridiculed
“ and laughed at.”

Are you then more afraid of a laugh or a
jeer than the difpleafure of Gop 2 Would you
rather pleafe men than him? -

R4 : will
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- Will you never become religious, tilt you ¢an
obtain the applaufe of the wicked for being fo 4
then you will never be religiods at all.’

Think how you ‘will bear the-contempt of
the -whole univerfe at laﬁ for the ncgle& of
this duty ?

Therefore wherever you h%xvc your hablta-
tions, ‘there let Yebovab; may I fo fpeak, have
an altar, and there let morning and evening
prayers and praifes be- prefente§ till you'ate
called to worfhip him in his -temple above;,
where your - prayers fhall be fwallowed" up in
¢verlafting ptaxfc Amen,

YD QNS
e

SERMON
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The Rule of Eqmty‘

ﬁﬁ%ﬁ%@ﬁ@ﬁﬁ@&ﬁﬁﬁﬂ&&“ﬁ@%%&ﬂﬂ :

MATTHEW VIL. 12,

, fI%er efere all things whatfeever ye would that men
_/bauld do to you, do ye even fo fo tbem Jor this
- 45 the 1410 and the propbets. :

&m&HRISTIANITY is" not a
c ¥ Jragment, but a compleat fyftem of -

&‘f religion ; and it is intended ‘and
Pryesd adapted to make us good entirely and
throughout : it teaches us' a proper condu¢t and
temper towards cvery Being with whom ‘we
have any. connettion , particularly towards
Gop and- our fellow-Men. A Chriftian is a
compleat, uniform, finifbed chara@ter ; a cha-
ralter in which there is the moft amiable
Jymmetry. and proportion ; ‘it is all of a piece,
without chafms and inconfiftences. = A’ Chrif-
tian 1s a. pemtent a believer, -a lover of Gop,
confcientious in devotion, and diligent in attend-
ance upOn every ordinance of religious wor-
v fhip ;
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fhip ; he dggins his religion with a fupreme re-
gard tp Qop, the fupreme of Beings, fenfible
- that unlefs he begins here, he inverts the order
- of things, and that all his religion, and, virtue -
‘mauft be prepofterous and vain. To love the
Lorp his Gop with all his heart, and to ferve
him from that exalted principle, 1s the £7/ and
great comtandment with him, and he obferves
it as fuch. Religion, Virtue, Morality, and
every thing that bears a fpecious name among
mankind, is a poor maimed thing, monfiroufly
defeclive, .if a pyoper regard to Gop be keft out
of the fyftem. It is fhocking and unnatural
for the creatures of Gob to be pun&tual in ob-
ferving the duties they owe to one another, and
yet entirely negligent of thofe radical funda-
mental duties they owe to him their common
Parens, the higheft excellence and the original
of all authosity and obligation. =
. Bug, theugh Chriftiamty b éms with, ‘and
chiefly confifts in our duty te Gop, yet it ex-
tends fortber 5 it alfo includes a proper condué
and temper towards men.. A good Chyiftian is
not only devout, -but moral and virtuons : he is
not- gnly a dutiful fervant of Gap in matter
purely religious, hut he is an ufeful member
vty fociery 1Q which he belongs, and makes
conicience of juftice, charity, and all the gpod
offices due to his fellow-creatures. Heis a good
. Ruley, or.a good Sybject, a good Neighbour,
a gaod Father or Child, a good Mafter or
Servant; in fhert, he endeavours to have a
o # confcience

° .
¢ .
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# confcience void of offence towards Gap and
“ towards men.” I'have made it the great ob»
ject of my miniftry among you to bring you
to pay a proper regard to Gop, as he has re-
vealed himfelf in the gofpel of his Son, ‘and for
this purpofe have inculcated the important
doftrines of Faith, Repentance, Love, and
thofe other graces which are effential to every
good man. But I muft not forget another part
of my office, which is, to teach you the fecond
great command, or fummary of the divine law,
namely, * That you fhould love your neighbour
* as yourfelves,” and inculcate upon you thofe
important duties which you owe to mankind ;
and it is very extravagant for perfons to difguft
thefe, through a pretended relith for the gof-
pel and the doftrines of grace, fince thefe are
no inconfiderable parts of the gofpel, and the
leflons of Morality run through the whole new
Teftament. ' o

When I would difcourfe upon the duties of
focial life, I cannot choofe a text more perti-
nent or copious than that I have read to you,
which is a fundamental and moft comprehen-
five rule of morality; # All things whatfoever
# ye would that men fhould do to you, do ye
» even fo to them: for this is the Law and the .
#- Prophets.” . ‘

In the illuftration and improvement of this
fubject, Ifhall,
S o I, Offer
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"L Offer, a few thmgs for the right under-
‘ffapdmg of this divine rule of focial duty ‘

L Confider the reafon of it.

.IIL Open its excelléncy.

" IV. Mention fome important mﬁances of
partlcular cafes to which it fhould be apphed
And

V. And laﬂ:ly, {hew the neceﬁity and ad-
vantage of obferving it.”

“ I I am to offer a few thlngs for the nght
underﬁandmg of this divine rule. v
- It is proper then to obferve, that as there isa
great diverfity in the ftations and charatters of
men, there is a proportionable diverfity in the.
duties which they owe one to another. ‘And
felf-love may make a man very extravagant in
his expetations and defires about the conduét of
- another towards him. On' thefe accounts it is
neceffary that. we fhould underftand this pre-
cept with thefe two cautions or limitdtions.
-, 1. That we fhould do that to others which
we would expect and with from them upon a
change of condition, or if they were in our
circumftances, and we in theirs. Every man

fheuld be treated according to his charaéter and
ftation ; and therefore that conduct which may
be proper towards me in my ﬁatlon, may not
be - proper towards -another-in a different fta-
_tion { but let me- fuppofe miyfelf in his place,
and he in mine, and then that behaviour which
I would expe& from him, the fame I fhould
obfervg
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.obferve towards hxm. 'Thus, for, example,
‘magiftrate is bound to prote@ his fubjects, and
to- behave towards them as he would defire a
ruler to behave towards him if he were'a fub-
jet; but he is not bound to:yield tha fub-
miffion to his fubjects while a ruler; which he
~may ]uﬁly dcmand of them., . Therulein fuch
cafes 1s,;:let every-man act in chara&er let him
_perform to others. thofé duties. whxch he wquld
defire from others if they were in bis circum-
ftances, and he in-theirs: and where there isa
famenefs of c1rcumfj;anc¢s, therc, and there
only, his duty to others maft be: the fame that
he expefts from them,, =

. 2. We fhould make only our x:eafopable angl
lawful expectations from others thg rule of our
conduct towards them A man,may expe@
and with very extravagant and finful things
from others: he may defire another fhould give
him all his eftate, or . gratlfy his wicked lufts
.and paffions by fome cr 1minal compliance : fuch
defires are by no means. to_be.the rule. of cone
duét; for we cannot indulge. them, nor others
comply with them, without a&ting wickedly and
unreafonably. But thale things which we may
defire and expect from others, confiftently with
right reafon, religion, and the, laws of fociety,
thofe things we ought to perf forni .to them ;
thofe things which our conicxences juttify, .and
‘not thofe.to which inordinate felf-love or fome
extravagant paﬁion may. promptrus. .

, If ,

e Ve ey ..l. LR S \/ulA
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- If %é uhdetftand this precept with fueh limi-
~ Yations as thefe, we may fafely follow it os a
general rule of conduct; -and then it will not
‘be liable t6 fuch objections as may be ctherwife
‘fade agaihft it ; for example, a criminal may
slead, < If I Wete in the place of thy judge, and
¢ he in thin¢, I would aequit him, and grant
. him hi$ life.” Or a Judge might think, « i
W'Y iyere in the place ef that poor etishinal, I
@ fhould be glad my,Jud re would fdl‘gi‘l’é me;
3¢ and therefore, i I would do as I would be
¢ done by, Tmuft forgive him.” Such thoughts
~as thefe, arifing from wrong principles, afe
not to be the rule and meafure of our aétions
- of expeClations ; for our oWwn eenlciences-can-
1ot approve of them in our fedate and impar-
ddl mMoments. I proceéd; ' o

© 1L T confider the i¢afon of this precept.
- Now thé reafon or foundation of it is evi-
dently this, namely, the natural equality of
rankind.- - For notwithftanding - the great dif-
ference in the capacities, improvements, ¢ha-
raters, and ftations of men, yet, confidered as
inen, they fhare in the fanie common nature,
and are fo far equial ; and therefere; in the fame
cifcumftances they have a right to the fame
treatment. A fupérior, for example;, fhould
treat his inferior juft in the manner in which
he would reafonably expeét to bé treated hiin-~
{felf if he wasin a low conditien and his inferior
advanced to his ftation. If there be any r?.
on
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fon why another fheiild behave in fuch 4 man-
ner to me, there is the very fame reafori that £
fhould behave in thé fame manner towards hirm,
becaufe he is to himfelf Whit Iam to. myfelf, as
méar, as dear, as important. Is it reafonable
my neighbour thul:d It;naké o g?croaggménts
upon, raperty ¥ It is equally réafonable
tlfat i%oﬁﬁdpgﬁz e;:xcgzsach qxiﬁof{ his, for his
)ropérty is as much his, 4 my property is
gxih%.- YDé‘v I expect iy 'ﬁeig‘hbo)t’irpﬁiogfld)gba
ferve the rulés of jultice in his dealings with
me? then certainly I fhould obferve them in
tny dealings with him ; for he has as good a4
right to be treated accorditig to théfe rules b
me, as I have to bé {o freated by him. Ifit is
reafonable thit he thould be tender of miy good
name, it is ¢qually reafonable that I thould be
_tender of his. If he fliould relieve me in my
calamities, -certainly -I am cqually bBound to re-
Heve him when in the fame circumitancés. And
~ the reafon is plain ; heis to himfelf whatIam to
myfelf, and he is to me what I am to him,
and therefore I am obliged to treat him asI
would juftly expect he would treat me ; weare
‘équal, and cénfc%ueﬂtly our obligations are
- equal, and our duties mutual er reciproeal.
Hence you fee that this precept is the moft rea~
fonable thing in the wotld. My next bufinefs is,

HI.-To o;'}en the excellency of it. -
And this appears, (1.) from its comprehen-
fivenefs : it includes all the focial duties of life ;
L it
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it is a fhort fummary of the whale divine law,
as far 4s: it refers to our conduét towards man.
- This excellency CurisT himflf’ points ‘out,
= This, fays he, is the Law arid tlie Prophets ;*
that is, it is the fubftarice of both : do'to others’
what you would have others to do to'you, and’
then you do to them all that the Law and the’
Prophets, ‘and I may add, all that CurisT and
the Apoftles require you to do.  'Now itisa
great advantage to have'the whole of our duty
colle(ted into fuch narrow bounds, and pre-
. fented to us at one view : we are not fent to
pore over tedious volumes of laws and ftatutes,
or to gather up fragments of precepts here and'
there in order to learn our duty to one ano-

ther; it is all fummed up in this, # Do to’

# others what you would have them do to you.*

With this is connetted another excelléncy of

this precept ; and that is, S

" (2.) Its concifenefs : it is, what T 'may call,
a portable diretory, which’ you may always
carry about with you and cafily recolle&t ; and
therefore you need never be at a lofs to know
your duty. You may always know your own’
expeCtations and defires; do to others then
what you would expect and defire from them,
and you are right; you doall that the Law and
- the Prophets require you to do. " Tedious pre-
cepts and long difcourfes ar¢ not o eafily learned"
or remembered, but the fhorteft hemory can-
- not fail to recollect this concife commiand.

.ot

: '(-3.)" Another
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~own condciences, -and they will tell you, you
. VoL, IIL S
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'(3.) Another excellency of this precept is,
that it is univerfal, and extends to all mankind,
in all circumftances, to fuperiors, inferiors,
and equals. It is true there is a great diverfity
in the chara&ers and ftations of men, ‘which it -
is not your bufinefs, nor is it in your power to

alter ; and there is a correfpondent variety ‘in the

duties you owe them, But you can eafily ima-
gine them allin the fame circumftancés; or you
can eafily fuppofe yourfelves in their place, and
they in yours; and then you- can with équal
eafe look into your own minds, and confider
what treatment you would expect from them
in fuch a change of circumftances, and that
will immediately difcover how you fhould treat

“them in their prefent circumftances. Thus the .

rule may be univerfally applied without impro-
priety.. . = - .
~(4.) Another excellency of this precept is,

" that it is plain and ¢onvi¢tive. Common minds -

may be bewildered, inftead of being guided; by-
by an intricate tedious fyftem of laws ; but a

-man of the weakeft underftanding may eafily

Ferccive this rule. It is an appeal to his swn
{enfations. ** What would you expeét’ or
“¢ wifh from others? How would you havetliem
¢ treat you . Surely you cannot but know

this:- ¢ well, treat them juft in the fame man-

«t.per.” ~This is alfo a moft convictive rule ;
every man that thinks a little muft immediate-
ly-own that it is highly reafonable: confult your

need
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need no other advifer, and you are felf-con-
demned if you violate this precept. - Jt is writ-
ten upon your hearts-in illaftrious indelible
characters : it fhines and fparkles there, like
‘the Urim and Thummim on the breaft of Aaron.

Iam, U DUE
IV. To mention fome important inftances of
particular cafes to which this excellent rule
ought to be applied. = And here I fhall throw g
great many things - together without method,:
that -my defcription may -agree the nearer to
real life, in which thefe things happen promif-
cuoufly without order. .~ .
: -Would you defire thatanother thould Jove
you, be ready to ferve you, and do you all the
kind offices in his power ? Do yon expect your
neighbour fhould rejoice in your profperity,
fympathize with you .in affliction,” promote
your happinefs, and relieve you in diftrefs?
Would you have him obferve the rules of ftrict
jJuftice in dealing with you? Would yoy haye
-him-tender of your reputation, ready to put
#he kindeft conftru®ion upon your a¢tions,
-and_unwilling to believe or fpread a bad repert
«coricerning you? Do you defire he¢: fhould, di-
rect you when miftaken, and labowr to reclaim
you from a dangerqus. ¢ourfg? \In thert, de
you:think it reafonalle he {hould. do all in, bis
-power for your-good, in foul,: bedy, and eftaje ?
Are thefe your'expeltations ‘and; defires with
Tegird to the condud} of others. towaxds ’Eu ?
o S JTT coamen
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Then in this. manner- thould you behave to-,
wards them ; you have fixed and determmed
the rule of your own conduct: * your expec-,
tations f;‘om others have the force of a law upon
yourfelves ; and fince you know how they
fhould behave towards you, -you cannot be at
a lofs to know how to behave towards them.

. If yon were a fervant how would you have
your matter behave towards you ? Confider and
determine the matter ; and you will know how
you fhould behave towards your fervants.. The
fame thing may be applied to Rulers and Sub-
jects in general, to Parents and Children, Huf-
bands and Wives, Neighbour and Neighbour.

On the other hand, we may confider this rule
negatxvely Do you defire that another fhould
not enfertain angry and: malicious paffions
againft you ? that he fhould not envy your
profpert 3' nor infult over you in adverfity ? that
he fhould not take the advantage of you in con«
tra&s ; that he fhould not violate the laws of juf-

“tice in commerce with you, nor defraud you of

your property ? that he thould not injure your
repuatation or gut an unkind conftruétion upon
your conduct? Would you expe@ that if you
were a fervant, your mafier thould not tyranmze
Qver you, and give you hardufage ; or that if you
were g mafter your fervant fhould not be un-
faithful, difpbedient, and obftinate? Are thefe
your expefations,and defiyes with. regard to the
conduél, of others?' then you -have prefcribed
X law for . your .own conduét: do not that to

S 2 “others

® e Tu tibi legem dixi fii.
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others which you would not have them to do

to you: treat every man as amother felf, asa’

part of the fame human nature with yourfelf.

How extravagant and ridiculous is it that you
fhould be treated well by all mankind, and yet

ou be at liberty to treat them as you pleafe?
hat are you? What a Being of mighty im-
Eortancc are you? Is not another as-dear -to
imfelf as you are to yourfelf? Are not his rights

as facred and inviolable as yours? How come:
you .to be entitled to. an exemption from the
common laws of human nature? Be.it known
to you, you are as firmly bound by them as’

any of your fpecies. s ~
* By thefe few inftances you 'may learn how to

apply this maxim of Chriftian morality to all:
the cafes that may oceur in the courfe of your

’

lives. :

Were I reading to you a lecture of moral .

Philofophy in the fchool of Socrates or Seneca,
what 1 have offered might be fufficient.. But

in order to adapt this difcourfe to the Chriftian:

difpenfation, -and make it true Chriftian mora-
lity, it is neceflary I thould fubjoin two evan-
" gelical peculiarities, which are the qualifications
of that virtue which Gop will accept.’ "

The firft is, That all our good offices to

mankind {hould proceed not only from bene-
_ volence to them, but from a regard to the di~

vine authority, which obliges us to thefe duties.

We fhould do thefe things not only s they are:

- commanded, but fecanfe they are commanded.
. Bl . o We

P,
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We caniiot expect that Gop will accept of that
as obedlence to him, which we do not intend -
in that view. Let us apply that rule to every
focial duty, which the Apoftle particularly ap-
plies to the duty of Servants to their Mafters:

* Whatfoever ye do, do it heartily, as. to the
* Lorp, and not to men(a).”

- The fecond qualification of evangelical vir-
tue or true Chriftian morality, is, that you
-perform itin the name of CurisT, or that you .
depend not upon the merit of yourobedience, but
entirely upon his mediatorial righteoufnefs to-
procure acceptance with Gop. Without this
all your attions of charity and juftice, however
fair and fplendid they appear in the eyes of men,
are but prbud philofophig- virtue, utterly ab-

horred by an holy Gon. - But with thig-evan-
* gelical temper, .you.will be accepted as ferving:

50D, even in fervingmen.. And O! that with’
thefe qualifications this rule may regulate the
condu& of each of us! I am fure there is reafon-
enough for it, if. the greateft neceflity, or the
greateft advantage can be a reafon Whtch.
conﬁdcranon leads me, .. oo '

V And laﬂ;ly; To fhew the ncceﬁity and
ad\tantage.of obferving thjs rule. ,
(1.) Theodbfervance of this rule is abfolutely
neceﬂ'ary to conftitute you real Chriftians. I
hinted at thisin the beginning of my difcourfe ;
hut it is of fuch vaft importance that. it merits a
. S 3 ~ more.
{a) Col. iii. 23, S
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mote therough ' confideration. - A Chriftiafi,

not only prays, attends upon religious ordinan- -

ces, difcourfes about Religion, -and the. like,
but he is alfo a ftri& moralift; he is juft and -
charitable, and makes confcience of every duty
t6 -mankind,  and morality is not only orna-
mental but eflential to his character, anditis in’
vain‘for.you to pretend.to the Chriftian charac-
ter without: morality. - An unjuft, wuncharita-
ble Chriftian is 4s great a.contradiCtion, asa:
prayerlefs, or a fwearing Chriftian. . You can
o more be a good man. without loving your-
neighbour, than. without ‘loving your Gopb..
. He that faith he is in{ the light, and hateth his.
*. brother,” andineglects the duties he owes to.
hiew,  is réally in darknefs even until now (2),
let-'him -pretend what -he will. * Therefore 1if’
you count it- of any. importance to be Chriftians:
ihdeed; -you- muft do to others what you would
have thém do to'you. - No inward expegience,.
1o ‘religious duties, no: zeal in.:devotion .can.
midkéyoy tiue Chriftians, or entitle you to the:
charity of “others-as {uch, without.:a propeg:
temper and behaviour towards. mankind." L
would have you, my dear Brethren, to be com-
- pleat finifhed: Chriftians ; if- theré be an§. thing
in the world that I have at heart, -it .is_this: I
would have Chriftianity. appearin- youiin its
full glory, unmaimed . and well<prapostioned ;
and therefore I would have you:to b not only:
zealous in. devotion - in fecret, in:your families, .
LIt ¢ - and
(a) 1 John ii. g. a
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and: in public,’ but alfo joft, honourable; and.
faithful in:ml your *dealings. with mankind ;:
kind, - affeétionate,  meek -and inoffendive in’
your. conduch towards. themy; iy thort, that youw:
thould treat them as you:would have them treat’
you.. You find a great deal of fault with the:
condu& of othars towards yow, but confider,
have they not equal reafon té blame your con-'
duét towards them? My - dear Brethren, be
yourfelves ‘what you would have others be::
would you have them to be better than your~
felves ? Would you meanlyirefign to them that
true honour? Po you :defire they fhould be
better Chriftians and better men than you?
What an .awkward, perverfe, prepofterous
humility is this?: But, - -~ . S
it (2.) A proper conduét towards mankind in
the profeflors of religion is neceffary to recom-
mend religion to the world, and reflect honour
upon their profeffion ; “whereas the want of it
brings a reproach upon the® Chriftian name.
The blind world has but little knowledge, and
ftill lefs concern about the duties that we owe
immediately to Gop ; and therefore the neglect
of them is not fo much oblerved ; but as'to the
duties' we owe to mankind, they themfelves are
concerned in them, and therefore they take the
more notice of the omiffion of them, and are
more fenfible of their importance. And when'
" they fee a man that makes a mighty profeffion,
that talks a great deal about religion, and is
zealous in frequent attendarice upon Sermons,
S ' S4 Prayer,
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Prayer;, &c. when ‘th¢y fee:fuch a man make:

no confcience of the laws of juftice and charity
towards men; when they obferve ‘he is as'de~

ceitful, as over-reaching, as contentious, as-

fordid..and - covetous-as others, and perhaps
more {0, what will they think of his religion -

Will they not think it a cloak for. his knavery,:
and a {tratagem to accomplith his own wicked.

" defigns? And thus are they hardened in im~
piety, and confirmed in their neglet of - all
religion. My Brethren, it is incredible what
injury the Chrithan religion has received from
this quarter : the bad lives of profeflors is the:
common obje@ion againft it in the mouths of
Heathens, ffews, Turks, and Infidels among our-
felves. There is indéed no real force n the
objection : you may as well fay that all inoral
honefty is but villainy, . becaufe many that pre-
tend- to it are knaves, and make that pretence

to carry on their knavery with more fuccefs. -

It muft alfo be confeficd, that many difcover
much of their enmity againft religion itfelf, by

“raifing a clamour again{t the bad lives of its .

profeflors ; and that there is much lefs ground
for the objection than they would have you
believe. The true fecret is this, they hate
ftri& religion themfelves, and would find fome
umbrage to expofe it in order to excufe or de-
fend their own neglect of it; and as they can
find no objection againft religion in itfelf, they
fall foul of its profeffors : and as it is evident
that their vifible conduct is good, they would

' ' . find

-
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find out fome fecret flaw ; and if they can dif~
cover no glaring. defet in their duty to Goo,
they pry into.their condu& towards man, to
difcover fome fecret wickednefs: and alas! in
too. many inftances their malignant fearch is
fuccefsful ; and they find fome. that make a
mighty ‘profeffion, who are fecretly guilty of
fome mean or wicked artifices in their tranfac-
tions with men. Now they think they have
found them out, and furmife, « They are all
« fuch, they pra'z and make a great ftir about
« religion, but they will cheat and lic, when
¢ they can do it clandeftinely, asreadily as their
¢ neighbours.” This imputation when made
to. Chriftians in the bulk is not only ungene-
rous, but utterly falfe. But it muft, alas! be
owned, that the fact upon which it is founded,
is true with regard to fome. And what a me-
lancholy thoughtisthis! Theinnocent, I mean
the confiftent and uniform profeflors of religion,
fuffer by this conduct of their falfe brethren;
for. the fame artful hypocrify will be furmifed of
them, and religion itfelf fuffers by fuch condu&,
. for.it gives a difadvantageous idea of religion,
as though it were all fhew and oftentation, and
made its- moft zealous votaries no better. in
reality than thofe that negle& and defpife it.
My Brethren, I ferioufly tell you I know of
nothing in the world that would have a more
efficacious tendency to propagate Chriftianity
. through the nations of the earth, than the
good behaviour of its profeffors. The impict‘);
° an
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and bad mafaliof thofe that :makeno profeflion
eréhgmn 1s/evident fo ail ;" and if all that pro-

fefs it;: wokild hive accordmg' to their profeffion;
then thie: difference wouid -be difcermible to.all ;

‘and' _eveh:commion tenfe would teach even an

beathbn that it i3 a difference for the better 5 and
the workd wowld foon conclude there is fomes

- thing. fingularly excellent and divine in a reli-

gion thdt finttifies every thing within in its
feach; and makes its{ubjects {o evidently better
than ali mankind béfides : .they would néed no
hhoured arguments ito convinee them of this

;: their awn confciences would afford them
fnﬁimmtmldcme of it, and then it wonld be
fufficient tomake an Aeazber a Chriftian to bring
him irito, the acquaintanceé of Chriftians ; and
it ‘would-be impofiible there thould be. fuch a
thing a5 a Deiff or an' bfidel Free-thinker in a
Chniftian: country : hé . would receive convic-
tion: from the practice of every one about him,
and he would not be able to fhut his eyes

againit it. I am forry, my Brethren, the cafe
~ is fo much the reverfe through the generality

of the Chriftian world: . It is really melancholy
that the.name of aChriftian thould raife in a
ftranger'any ideas but thofe of juftice, benevo-
lence,: and every thmg honourable and excel-

dent. . Iaim:fure our religion as we find it in

the Blble is' fuch = bat :alas! how different

_ how oppofite is the Chriftian world! Thofe

that trade among : Infidels or that are em-
ployed as' M ﬁmarzes among. the beatben,fcan
- inform
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inform you what a fatal obftruttion the bad;
lives of its profeflorsis to the propagation of our
holy religion. 'Why fhould they embrace ai
rehigion which leaves the morals of its followery
as bad of worfe than their own? This enquiry:
the light of nature teaches them to make, and-
it .is really hard to anfwer it fatisfatorily.’
When. a Turk could turn upon a Chriftian who:
infimuated that he lied, with this reprimand,

- ¢ What! do you think I am a Chriftian that"

¢ Ifhould lie?” When an Indian can tell a Chrife’
tian mifkionary, * If your religion be fo much’
“¢ better than ours, as you fay it is, how comes:
¢ it that you white people are no better than:
¢ we? Nay, you have taught us: myny vices:
¢ which we knew.nothing of tilt our acquaint-
“ ance..with youi”: I fay, when" Turks and’
_Heatbens.can make fuch. repartees,: is there any:
profpett ‘that Chriffianity fhoyld be received/
among: them ? Alas! no. . The fame thing’
may, be applied: to: thofe. carelefs, vicious, 1m-

~ pious. multitudes among ourfelves; who do in~'

deed: ufurp the name of Chriftians; but can
hardly be faid to make aty profeffion of Chrif=;
tianity,; ag.itheir whole lives are openly and:
avowedly contrary toit. - If all who make a'
ftrictenprofeflion were -to live in chiaratter, it-
would foon afford convi€tion to thefe ‘!Jrofane?
finners: they could not but fee the difference;’
and:ithat it is a fhocking: difference 'for:the
worfe on their fide. . And now,. my Brethren,
fhalt ousr holy, religion fuffer,- fhall nations be’

: L prejudiced

D
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srejudiced againft it, ' fhall multitudes of fouls
Bev‘loﬂ: by :our mifconduct? :OL can you bear
the thought of incurring fuch dreadful guilt?
Well, if you would avoid it,. obferve the facred
precept in.my text. . On the other hand, would
you not contribute all in your power to render
your religion amiable in the world, to-convert
mankind to.it, and thus fave fouls fromxdeath ?
If you would, then obferve this divine rule.
Let the world fee that you are really the better
for your rehgton, and .that your fingular pro-
feflion is not a vain, 1idle, aftentatious pretence,
I have this particular much at heart, and there-
fore'you will bear with me that I have enlarged
fo mach uponit., . ... ‘
..(3-) The obfervance . 'of: this. facred rule of
Equity. would have thei moft happy influence
upon_human fociety,;and’ would . make this
world_ a little paradife, ; If men did to others
whatever . they.. would, have others do to them,
fuch a conduct would put-ancend to a great part
of the miferies of mankind... Then there would
be no wars and tumults among the nations, no
jealoufies and contentions in families, no op-
preflion, fraud, or any form of injuftice, no
f;s, animofities, and confufions in neighbour-
_hoods; but human fociety. would be a com-

pany of friénds,. and. juftice, equity, love,
charity, kindpefs, gratitude, fympathy,-and all
the amiable train of virtues would reign among
them.  What an hapipy. ftate of things would
this be! How different from the prefent ! ﬁ]mlil
- s a

S
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fhall not each of us contribute all in our power.
to bring about fuch a glorious revolution ?

- (4.) The obfervance of this rule isa piece of
prudence with regard to ourfelves. . It is of
great importance to our happinefs in this-world,
that others thould. treat us well. : There ace;
‘none of us abfolirtely:independent of gthers
we are tot able to ftand-as the butt of univerfal,
oppefition ;. or if we are now in happy circum-,
ftances, we ftand fipon-a flippery pldce, and;
may foon fall as low as: our neighbours.” Naw.
the readieft way to be treated well by othess, is
to treat -others well ourfelves. If you would,
have others to behave agreeably. to you, you
muft do fo to them ; do what you expet from,
them. -Men often complain of bad neighbours,,
when they are the occafion of it, by being bad.
. neighbours themfelves. There is hardly any
place fo bad, .but a beneyolent inoffenfive man,
may live peaceably.in it; but the contentious
will always. meet with . contention; for they
raife the ftorm which difturbs them: . There~
fore, if no other argument has weight with
you, for  your own.fakes. obferve this divine
rule. ' '
- (5-).T:fhall. only add,; that unlefs you con-
fcientiotrdly obferve the duties.of focial life, you
cannot: enter into the kingdom. of heaven.
Not only fins done immediately againt Gop,
and the omiffion of duties to, h,i/m, but alfo fins
againft, our fellow-creatures, and ,the,,gmiﬂionéxf‘

Soblana sy
>
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of the duties we owe to- them wil exclude
men from the kingdom of: Gon. Qf this we
have abundant evidence. in feripture. T need
only. refer you to two comprehenfive paflages,-
1 Cor. Vi. 9,:10. Gal. v. 19,20,21. in which you
fee that all unrighteoufnefs, hatred, variance,
ftrife, envy, extortion,.and the like, which are-
offénces againft men, will as certainly fhut the
tes of heaven againft you as.Idolatry or Here-.
es, which are fins :againft Goo. The moft,
plaufible experiences, the greateft diligence and.
zeal'in devotion, -and the moft promifing pro-
feflion of ‘religion will mever bring you to hea-
ven, though abfolutely neceffary 1n their place,’
unlefs you alfo abound in good works towards
men. And fhall this argument have no weight
with you? Is your eternal falvation-an infigni~
~ficant thing with you? Are you proof againft
the terrors of everlafting 'deﬁrdé%’m.f? If you
would enjoy the one, and efcape the other,
“ Do to athers what ‘you would have them do
“ to you.”" L o

1 fhall conclude with one ér..twolrcl;f‘leé'tidnq. ,

(1.) I this be the rule of our conduét, alas!
how little true morality is there in the world ?
Men feem to-act as if they were entirely detach- -

'ed fromone another, and had no conneétion,
or were hiot at all doncerned to promote each
other’sintereft. Self-intereft is their. purfuit,
and felf-love their ruling paffion ; if that be but

¢ promoted,
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premoted, -and this gratified, they haye little o
no concern befides. * Let their nsighhours
< look; to themielvs, they have no pufinefs
“ with them.” If 1 _fha]l qply mention gne
particular cafe under this geperal ruls, namely,
Commerce and Bargaining, what a fcene of
iniquity would it open! Men feem 0 make
this their rule, To get as much for what they
fell, and give as little for what they buy, as they
can ; they hardly ever think what the real value
of the thing is, and whether the other party
has a tolerable bargain of it: ¢ Let him fook
“ fay they, to that, it is none of their care.”
Alas! my Brethren, where are the laws of juf~
tice and charity, when men behave in this
manner, and yet, alas! how common is fuch
a conduét in rge,qgr_n_@qrq?,l‘.\yorld !

(2.) We ought to examine pur own condu&
in this refpect, "and ‘it will'gb a great way to
determine whetheg our religion be true and fin-
cere, ornot. If we make confcience of focial
duty, it is a promifing fign that Gop has writ-
ten his law in our hearts. But if we can wil-
lingly indulge ourfelves in any finful and mean
condu@& towards men, we may be fure our
religion is vain whatever our pretenfions be.
Let us feel then the pulfe of our fouls whether
it beats warm and full both with the love of
Gop, and the love of our neighbour. * Finally,
# Brethren, whatloever things are true, what-
“ foever things are honeft, or venerable, what-

: o # {oever

PR i »
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= foever things are juft, whatfoever things are

& pure, what{oever things are lovely, whatfo-
© ever things are of good report ; if there be
= any virtue, and if there be any praxfc, let us

¢ think on thefe things (6).
() Plul.,xy 8. s
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©P&LE Y firft and my laft bufinefs with you

SERMON XXXL

Dedication to Gobp érgued from'
| redeeming Mercy, =~

T

SPEIVVIBLHBHOBTLOVOVHVHLD

1 CORINTHIANS VL 19,20.
What, know ye not that ye are not your ownf Fori
- ye are bought with a price : therefore glorify Gop

in your body, and in your [pirit, which are
Goos, . T

M Y to day is to ‘affert a claim which

(S perhaps you have but little thought
@ of or acknowledged. In the name

“of Gop I enter a claim to you, tothe whok of

you, Souland Body, and whatever you poffefs ;
to “every one of you, high and low, old and

- young, free men as well as-flaves; Ientera .
' claim to you all as Gop’s right, and net your

“Vor. ll. - - T “own:
S "I‘hé difcourfe is faid by the Author to be a Sermon prepari-.
tory to the Lord’s-Sypper. . -
1 ' . ’

~
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own: and I would endeavour to bring "you
voluntarily to-acknowledge his right, and by
your own free a& to furrender and devote
yourfelves to him, whofe you are,- and whom
therefore you are bound to ferve. -
It is high time for me to affert, and for you
to acknowledge Gop’s right to you; for have
not many of you behaved as if you thought you
were your own, and had no mafter or proprie-
tor? Have you not practically faid, with thofe
~iafolent finners the Pfalmift mentions, * Our
* lips are our own ; who is Lord over us (¢) ?* .
forhave you not refufed to employ your tongues
for the honour of Gop, and fpake what you
pleafed, without any controul from his law-?
Have you not faid by your practice, what Pha-
raob was bold and plain enough te fpeak out
in words, * Who is the Lorp, that I fhould
# obey his voice(d)? Have you not gimed at
pleafing yourfelves, as if you were not bound
to pleafe the fupreme Lorp of heaven and earth,
whofe. authority confines the ftubborn powers
of hell in chains of everlafting darknefs, and
fets all the armies of heaven in motion to exe-
cute his fovereign orders? Have you not fol-
lowed your own inclinations, as if you were at -
Tiberty to do what you pleafed ? Or 1f you have
in fome inftances reftrained yourfelves, have
not the reftraints proceeded, not froma regard
to his authority, but from a regard to your own
pleafure or intereft ? Have you not ufed your
' >

() Plalmxii.4.  (4) Esod Q,.z._
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bodies, your fuuls, your eftates, and all your
pofleflions, as if they were your own abfolutely
and independently, and there were no Gop on’
high, who has an original and fuperior claim
to you, and all that you areand have? Do not
your own confciences convict you of thefe
things? Is it not then high time for you to bg
made fenfible whofe right you are? that you
are not your own but Gop’s. .

This reafon would render this fubjet very,
feafonable at any time. But there is another,
reafon whith peculiarly determines me vo make
choice of it to-day, and that is, the great bufi-
nefs of this day is to furrender and devote,
ourfelves to Gop as his fervants for ever. In
fo folemn a pofture as at the table of the Lorb,
in fo affeting an alt as the commemoratjon of
that death to which we owe all our hopes of life

-and happinefs, and with fuch folemn emblems
- as thofe of bread and wine in our hands, which

reprefent the broken body and flowing blood of
Jesus, we are to yield ourfelves to Gop, and
feal our indenture to be his. This is the fo-
lemn bufinefs we are now entering upon. And
that we may perform it the more heartily, it is
fit we fhould be fenfible that we are doing no
more than what we are obliged to do, no more
than what Gop has a right to require us to do,
fecing we are not our own but his, | |
The Apoftle fpeaks of it with an air of fur-
prife and horror, that any under the profeffion
of Chriftianity fhould be fo ftupid as not to
T 2 know
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know and acknowledge that they are not their
own, but Gopo’s. * What! fays he, know ye
# not-—that you are not your own?* Asif he”
had faid, « Can you be ignorant in fo plain a
¢ point as this? Or can you be fo hardy, as,"
¢ knowing the truth, to practife contrary to -
« it?. Knowing you are not your own, dare
< you act as if you were yourown? Acknow="
« z:dging that you are Gop’s, dare you with--
¢ ‘hold from him'his property? Will a manrob
« Gob? Shall not his profefled fervants ferve
«. him? Since your bodies and your fouls are
« his, dare you ufe them as if they were abfo- *
« lutely your own, and refufe to glorify him-
¢ with them?’ = o '
" The fame claim, my Brethren, is valid with
regard to you, which the Apoftle here afferts
with regard to the Corinthians,” You are no
more your own'than they were, you are as
much Gob’s property as they were.’ o
And his property 1n you depends upon fuch:
firm foundations as cannot be fhaken without-
the lofs of your being, and your relapfe -into.
nothing. If you made yourfelves you may catt-
yourfelves your own. But you know the curi-
ous frames of your bodies were not formed by’
;:),unj»hands, nor was it your feeble breath that
ifpired them with thofe immortal fparks of
reafon, your fouls. A greater abfurdity can-
not be mentioned, than that a creature {hould
be its own creator, for then it muft act before
fghaci a ‘Being." You owe your being to a di~
T vine
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vine original, the fountain of all exiftence. It
was JEHOvAH, the uncreated, all-creating Jg-
HovAH, who fo.wonderfully and feéarfully,
formed your bodies, and who is the father of
your fpirits. And what right can I;e more va-
lid than that founded upon creation? It is a

right founded upon your very being, and which.
nothing but the entire lofs of being can deftroy.

He that makes fervants out of nothing, has he’
not a right to their fervice? Did he form your

fouls and bodies, and may he not require you
to glorify him with them ? Can you call them’

S T e T e

your own, or dare to difpofe of them as you

pleafe, without any regard to Gop, when you
would have had neither foul nor body, nor been’
any thing at all if it had not been for him 2
You think you have fuch a right to a thoufand
things as entitles you to the ufe of them’; but
fhew me one thing if you can, to which you

have fuch a right as Gop has to you, to your "

whole fouls and bodies, to you, who have no
mafter upon earth, and who are your own
I)ljoperty in exclufion to the claims of your fel-
thing any of thofe things you call yaurs? No,
you only bought them with money, or you
ormed them intp what they are out of mate-
rials already created to your hand. Butit is
Jenovan’s right alone that is founded upon
creation.  And will you not acknowledge this
right? Will not your hearts.declare even .now,
¢ My maker, Gop, this foul, and this body
- T3 . . “are

ow-creatures. Did you produce out of no- |
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¢ are thine ; and to thee I chearfully furrender
¢ them. The work of thine own hands fhall
¢ be thine by my free and full ¢confent; and I
*¢ rénourice all ¢laim to myfelf, that is not de-
-« pendent upon, and fubordinate to.thee.”

* Again, the providence of Gop towards you
has made you his abfolute property, and on this
footing he claims your fervice. You could no
more fupport yourfelves in being, than you
could give being to yourfelves at firft. Who
but he has preferved you alive for fo many
months and years; preferved you, fo frail and
precarious,” furrounded with fo many dangers,
and expofed to fo many wants? Whofe earth
have you trod upon ? Whofe air have you
- breathed in? Whofe ¢reatures have you fed
upon? * The earth is the Lorp’s and the ful-
# nefs thereof (¢)*; and confequently all the
fupports and enjoyments, all the neceffaries and
- comforts of life are his. ' Shew mie the mercy,
if you can, which you created. - Mention the
momerit, if you can, in which you fupported
your own life, independeritly of the Almighty.
Shew me that property of yours, if you can,
which is fo dependent upon you as you are up-
~onhim. - This moment, if he fhould withdfraw
his fugepOrting hand, you would inftantane-
oufly become as entirely nothing, as you were
ten thoufand yearsago. If he thould now ftrip
- you of all that is his, and only leave you what
- Is originally your own, he would leave you

. : nothing

{¢) Pfalm xxiv, 1.
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" nothing at all. The earth and all its produc-

tions, the air, the light, and your very being
would be entirely vanithed, and your place
would be no more known in the creation. O
that you knew, O ! that you felt, O! that you
practically acknowledged how entirely you are
dependent upon Gop! And dare you call your-
felves your own when you ¢annot fupport your-
felves in being or-in happinefs onc moment ?
©O ! renounce fo haughty a claim, and this day
give up yourfelves to Gopas his. A fon ho-
noureth his father: and fince Gop is your
father where 1s his honour? The dull ox knows
hisowner, and the ftupid afs his mafter’s crib ;
and will not. you know and acknowledge your
divine Benefaétor and Preferver ? He has nou-

-tifhed and brought you up as his children; and

-

.dare you rebel againft him? :
... Thus you fee the divine right to you may be
made good upon the footing of creation and

providence. -But this is not the foundation of
right which the Apoftle here has in view, or
which I would chiefly infift upon. The ground

.of claim he has here in view 1s that of Redemp-

tion by Jesus CurisT ; * Ye are not your own,
“ fays he, for ye are. bought with a price.”

. This is a ground of claim ftill more endearing;

You are Gop’s, not only becaufe he made you,

- becaufe he has preferved you, but becaufe he
- hath bought you ; bought you, faith St Peter,

* not with corruptible things, as filver and
& gold, but with the precious blood of CurisT,
. T 4 ' s as

—
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# 3s of a lamb 'without blemifh. and without
« fpot (f).» What an expenfive purchafe is
this! a purchafe by blood ! not by the blood of -
bulls .and. of goats, not by the blood of man;
but by the ‘blood of Jesus, which St Paxl does
not: fcruple to. call the blood of Gop himielf,
# the church of. Goo, . fays he, which he has
# purchafed with his own blood (g).# This
was-the immenie: ranfom ; this is what the
"Apoftle calls a price, by way of eminence, in
‘my text; * ye are bought with a prices* a
“price fo vaft and diftinguithable, that it may:be
‘eafily. known without being particularly de-
Afcribed ; every Chriftian moft know it if he is
~but to]d that itis the Prxce with which he was
‘bought: ' '
' The words 6u)ung, parcbaﬁ’, rarﬁm redemp-
tion, and the like, occur fo often in the account
~of our falvation by CuRrisT, that they dcierve a.
' particular explication.
.. .They are fometimes taken in a proper fenfe,
“and fometimes in an improper, n the facred .
feriptures. I fhall particularly confider the
-word. redeem, which moft frequently oceurs,
as a {pecimen of the reft.
-'To redeern, in a lax improper fenfe; fignifies
.in general, 2. deiiver from opproffion and mifery,
. In whatever way the deliverance 1s effected, and
+not neceffarily im fPlymg that it is effected by a
/proper payment of a price. - So you very often
u:ad of the %aelzz‘es bemg redeémed from.
: Mlayery

{f) PCmCl‘l 1851q.- (g) AQsxx. 28.
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- flavery in Egypt, and on this account Gop

affumed the title of their: Redeemer. . In.this lax
fenfe of the word we have been redeemed by
-Jesus CuRrisT : redeemed, that s, delivered from
{lavery to fin and Satan.’ .Qur freedom from fin
1s called redemption by CurisT in the facred

Jlanguage. -So in’ Fiz. 1i. 14. the Apoftle fays,

# Qur faviour Jesus CHrIsT gave. himfelf for

# us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity,
#-and purify unto himfelf a peculiar people,
-+ zealous of good works.* It is by CHrIsTs

freely giving himfelf a facrifice for us, that the
influences of the holy. Spirit are procured to
mortify: our corrupt ‘difpofitions, and fubdie
the power of fin, and thus to free us from our

-fordid flavery: to its ufurped jurifdiftion. Sin
.has' ftill retained its })o'wer over fallen angels:
'thraugh the fpace o _

- notwithftanding all the punifhment they have

at leaft near 6000 years,

already fuffered for it, and notwithftanding all

" that they have feen of the wonders of divinie
“ providence, and the- amiable and tremendous
- difplays of the divine perfections, they fin on
. ftill impenitent and unreformed, and will do
. fo forever. But many a finner of the race of
- man has been“recovered to.a ftate of holinefs
.- and happinefs, and been freed from the tyran-
- nical dominion of fin. 'And ‘the reafon fis,

Jesus did not give himfelf for:the fallen angels,

- but for the fallen fons of Adam : for thefe, but
- ot for the former, he purchafed fanctifying

grace, and- this makes the difference. While
‘ ' S the

~
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the former are hardenied more and more in
wickednefs in the furnace of hell, the fallen off-
fpring of 4dam are purified by his Spirit, and

' made a peculiar people, a people diftinguifh-

able from all others by their purity and zeal
for good works, and peculiarly his above all
others. St Peter. alfo ufes the word redeem in
the fame fenfe, to fignify deliverance from fin.
* Ye know, fays he, that ye were redeemed

. = from your vain converfation, by the precious

* blood of Curist (4).* This i1s a very glo-
.rious redemption indeed, much more illuftrious
than' the deliverance of ‘the Ifraelites from the

-Babylonifb . captivity and Egyptian bondage,
‘which 13 fo often called redemption.

.. .Agam, Jesus CurisT has redeemed, that
.38, delivered his people from the guilt of fin,
.and confequently from the wrath of Gop, and

the punifhments of hell. - ¥ He obtained eter-
nal redemption for s people (§).* * Jesus de-

= livered us from the wrath to come (£).* All

the faints that are now in heaven, and all that
fhall be added to their happy ntimber in all the
future ages of the world, are indebted to him

for their great, their everlafting deliverance. -
.'To Jesus they owe it, that they have theac-
- tual enjoyment of compleat happinefs, and the

. fure profpect of its everlafting continuance, in-
ftead -of fecling the vengeance of eternal fire.
- To Jesus they owe it, that they rejoice forever

. n
(h) 1Peteri. 18,19, (i) Heb. ix. 12,
{#) 1 Thefl. i, 10.
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in the fmiles”of divine love, inftead of finking
under the frowns of divine indignation. To
Jesus they owe it, that they enjoy the pleafures
of an applauding confcience, inftead of ago-
nizing under the pangs of guilt, and the hor-
rors of everlafting defpair. ‘To Jesus they owe
it, that their voice isemployed in fongs of praife
and triumph, inftead of infernal groans and
howlings. To Jesus they are indebted for all
this ;- and they are very fenfible of their obliga-
tions, and their everlafting anthems acknow-
ledge it. St obn once heard them, and I hope
we {hall hear them eré long, finging with a loud
voice, * Thou art worthy ; for thou waft flain,
# and haft redeemed us to Gop by thy blood,
& out of évery kindred, and tongue, and

¢ ple, and nation (/).*" * Thefeare they which

- # were redeemed from the earth, and from a-
" “ mong men, as firft-fruits unto Gop and the

# lamb (m)." |

Thus you fee that taking the word redemption
in a lax improper fenfe, as fignifying deliver«
ance, though without a price, that we may be
faid to' be bought or redeemed by Jesus CHrisT.
But if we take the word in a ftrit and proper
fenfe it fignifies a particular kind of deliverance,

- namely,’ by the payment of a price. - And itis

in this way that Jesus redeemed his people.
* He gave himfelf, fays 8t Paul, a ranfom for
# all (z).* And himfelf has told us,  The
“ fon of man came to give his life a rar%m
-‘ = for

- () Rev.v.9. (m) Rev.xiv. 3,4,  (n) 1 Fim.ii.6.-
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& for many'(o).* ‘Now a ramfom 18 a-price paid
to redeem a. thing that. was forfeited, or a per-
fon that was hield in captivity and flavery. So
to redeem an eftate is to pay a price equivalent
toit, and fo.to recoverit. To redeem a.prifon-

‘er or a,captive, is to lay down a price as an

equxvalﬁnt for his liberty. ~ In this fenfe CurisT
bought - his. people with a price, or redeemed
them with his blood as the 1anfom ~This will
lead us to conceive of his work in our falvation
In various views.

. He jis faid “ to redeem us to Gop by his
* blood (p).# - This implies that we’ were loft
to Gop, bccaufe juftice required we fhould be
given up to pumfhment, and Gob could take
no pleafure in.us. - We were loft to Gop, juft
as a crimipal, delivered up to juftice, is.loft to.

his family,; and his country. But JEsus pays

the ranfom to divine juftice with his own blood, -
that is, he bears the punithment in his own
perfon, which juftice demanded of the finner ;
and hereupon the poor helplefs loft finngr is
recovered to Gop, becomes his property again
upon the footing of mercy, and recovers the
divine favonr which he had loft. The blefled
Gop, as it were, recovers his loft creature, re-
ceives him with delight from the arreft of juf-
tice fafe.and unhurt, and rejoices.over him as
.redeemed from cternal death Now, like the
father of the prodigal in. the parable, he gives
‘orders for public rejoicings. through all. the

‘ heaven]y

O] Matt XX. z8 - (#) Rev.v.g.
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heavenly court, faying, * It is meet we{hould .
# make ‘merry and be glad, for this my fonwas
# dead, and is alive again; was lo‘({,‘ and is
# found (¢).* And again, * I will fave him:
# from going down into the pit, for I have
# found a ranfom (r).* Again, Jesus is faid
to redeem us from the curfe of the law : * Gop
# fent forth his fon—made under the law, to"
redeem them that were under the law (/).
# Cur1sT has redeemed us from the curle of
# the law, being made a curfe for us.(z).* Here .
u fee what he redeemed usfrom, namely,
the curfe of the law, the penalty threatened mn:
the law to difobedience, and alfo the manner in "
which he redeemed us, -namely, by becoming
a curfe for us, or fuffering the penalty in his’
own ‘perfon which was due to us for difobe-.
dience. This reprefentation fuppofes that the:
law of Gop has demands upon us, demands of -
punifhment, and that it detains us as prifoners.
under arreft till thefe demands are anfwered by
fome adequate fatisfaction. Now the Lor b
JEsus "entered into our law-place, and by his
fufferings made a fatisfaction equivalent to the
demands of the law :. and it is this fatisfaGion.
that is called the ranfom by which he redeemed.
us. By his obedience and fufferings ali the de-.
mands of the law are compleatly anfwered, fo.
that now the prifoner is difmiffed, the captive
fet free ; fet free upon the footing of a ranfom,
. o . or .
(¢) Lukexv,32, . (r) Job xxxiii. 24. -
£ Gal. iv. 4,5. - {#) Gal. iii. 13, -
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oi for and in confideration of full payment
made. By this a way is opened for the falva-.
tion of finners upon the plan of the gofpel;-
that is, by the righteoufnefs of Jesus imputed -
to them upon thejr believing in him ; imputed..
to fuch as have no perfonal merit, but muft .
fink into everlafting condemnation; if dealt with
according to the rigor of the law. Thus Jesus .
is made to believers righteoufnefs and redemption
(v)s rigbtmuz:{;/ to anfwer the precept of the..
law, and 7e o from its penalty, - . -
-In fhort, our falvation is accomplithed .fo.
much in the way of redemption, that this werd,
or one of the fame fenfe, is very often ufed in.
the affair. Heaven is called a purchafed * pof-.
feffion (x), becaufe, when we had forfeited our
right to it, it was purchafed for us by the blpod .
of CurisT. Believers are called a peculiar (y),.
or as the word is fometimes rendered, a pur-
chafed § le. The refurre@ionis called the

- redemption of our body (), becaufe, after hav-

ing been made a helplefs captive under the pow-
er of death, and fhut up in the prifon of the
grave, it is difmiffed and fet at liberty by Jesus
Curist. And our falvation is called eternal
redemption, becaufe all the bleflings contained
therein, are redeemed for us after they had been.
forfeited and loft. .

. : Thus

(vY 1 Cor. i. 30. * @paancig.
. (x) Ephes.i. 14, () 1 Peter ii. g.

1 Aals o mpiwaion.  (z) Rom. viii. 23.
&
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.Thus Aon fee the death of Cunrist may be
called the great price with which we are bought,
and by whuch all fpiritual and everlafting blefs-
ings were bought for us. - As for believers, it
is beyond all difpute that they have been thus
dearly hought, and on this account they are
not their own but Gop’s. They are his upon
the footing of redemption, and therefore he
has the {trongeft claim to their fervice. O fhall
not thafe fayoured creatures whom he has re-
decmed from hell, redeemed from fin and

" Satan, redeemed with the precious blood of

his Son,. devote themfelves to their Deliverer as
hisfervants forever ? Can you bear the thought

of withholding his own from him, when he

redeemed you when loft, and purchafed a right
to you by the blood of his Son, oné drop.of
which is of more value than a thoufand worlds?.

v A :
¢¢ A thoufind worlds fo bought were bought too dear.”

Mutft not the love of CarisT conftrain you,
as it did St Paul, to judge thus, that if this
illuftrious perfonage * died for you, then you
# that live {hould no longer ‘live to yourfelves,
“ but to him that died for you and rofe
# again (a).” ‘ '

Thus you fee the argument concludes with:
full force as to believers, who are indifputabl
purchafed by the blood of CurisT. But wiﬁ

- it conclude alfo as to thofe who are now un-

believers ?
(a) 2 Cor.v.14,15. C
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believers? Were they fo redeemed or bought
by Jesus CurisT that they are no longer their
own but Gop’s, and upon that footing obliged
to devote themfelves to him ? There 1s hardly
any fubject in divinity more intricate than the
. extent of CHrisT’s redemption ; and it would
-by no means- fuit the prefent occafion, ‘to per-
plex a practical difcourfe with this controverfy.
1 fhall therefore only lay down a few principles
which are indifputable, and will fully anfwer
my prefent defign. (r.) As to thofe who be~
lieve that Curist laid down his life as a price.
for the redemption of every individual of man-
kind, the argument concludes with full force ;
~ for by their own confeffion they are bought:
with a price, and therefore they are not their
own but Gopo’s. (2.) You all hope that Jesus
Curist died for you; unlefs you have this
hope, you can have no hope at all of being
faved according to the gofpel; for the gofpel
allows you no hopes of ,(Elvation‘at all, but
upon the fuppofition of Curist’s dying for

ou. Have you then any hope of falvation ?
undoubtedly you have; for you do not look
upon yourfelves as fhut up under remedilefs
defpair.” Well then, juft as much hope as you
have of falvation, juft- fo much hope you have.
that CarisT died for you; and confequently,
upon your own principle you are fo far obliged
to act as perfons bought with a price, and there-
fore not your own but Gop’s; thatis, as far
.as you hope for heaven, {o far are you obliged
7 BRI i to
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to' devote yourfelves to Gop as his, and no
longer to live to yourfelves. And if you deny
his claim to you upon the footing of redemps
tion you renounce all hope, and give your-
felveés over as loft and hopelefs.  And what can
bind you more ftrongly than this? Will you
rather ruth into defpair, and fling youriclves
headlong into ruin, than acknowledge Gop’s
right, and bchave as thofe that are his, and
not your own? (3.) I venture to-affert that
'CHRr1sT died for every man in fuch a fenfe, as
to warrant all that hear the gofpel to regard the
offer of falvation by his death, as made to them,
without diftinétion; and to oblige all indefinite-
ly to embrace that offer, or to believe in him,
and to conduct themfelves toward him, as one
that by his death placed them under a difpenfa-
tion of grace. Therefore all are obliged to be
have towards him as their Redeemer, and to
own that he has aright to them upon the foot-
ing of redemption.- This is fufficient to my pre-
fent putpofe: for if this be the cafe, then I.may
enter a claim to you all, in the name of Gop,
as his property ; and you cannot refufe to refign
yourfelves to him,  without denying the Lorp

_ that bought you. He claims your fouls and bo-
"~ dies as his due, and requires you to glorify him

with both, upon the footing of redemption.
Here I am naturally led to confider the duty
the Apoftle infers from thefe premifes, and that

~Is, to glorify Gop.  * Ye are not your ownj;

# for ye are bought with a pucc,“ your fouls
Vor. 111 U . ' and
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and your bodies are God’s; * therefore glorify
# Gop with your fouls and your bodies, which
# are his.* Thisis the connetion of the Apo-
ftle’s reafoning. i
Here you are ready to enquire, What is it to
. glorify Gop with our fouls and bodies? I an-
fwer 1n fthort, The conneétion intimates that
it confifts in ufing our fouls and bodies, and
all that we are and pofiefs, not asour own, but
his; thatis, that we ferve him with all the
powers of both. We fhould confider our un-
derftandings as his, and therefore employ them
to think of him and know him: our wills as
his, and therefore choofe him: our love, our
defire, our joy as his, and therefore love, de-
fire, and rejoice in him above all : our forrow,
our indignation, and all the various forms of
our irafcible paffions as his, and therefore level
them againft his enemies, particularly againft
fin: our confciences as his, and therefore re-
gard them as his deputies; our powers of ac-
tion as his, and therefore to be governed by his
authority. We fhould confider our whole fouls
as his, and therefore not willingly harbour any
thing in them that may difpleafe him; no cho-
fen darknefs, vanity, or error in the mind: no
enmity, no coldnefs, or lukewarmnefs in the
heart. We fhould love him with all our heart,
with all our foul, with all our mind, and with
all our ftrength ; becaufe our hearts, our fouls,
our minds, and ftrength are 4is: his, and not
ourown. So alfo our bodies are his, and th;:rea-
: ore
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fore all our members fhould be inftruments of
righteoufnefs unto holinefs. Your eyes are his,
therefore let them glorify him by viewing the
wonders of his word and works. Your ears
are his, therefore let them hear his voice. Your
tongues are his, therefore ufe them as inftru-
ments of praife, and of making known his glo-
ry. In fhort, you are all entirely his, there-
fore be all entirely devoted to him. You are
his fervants, even when you are ferving your-
felves, therefore whatfoever ye do, even in your
own affairs, do it heartily, as unto the Lorp,
and not to men.  This is to-* glorify Gop with
* your fouls and bodies, which are his.* And
this thould be your univerfal praétice in all your
acions. * Whether ye eat or drink, or what-
# ever you do, do all to the glory of Gop (4).»
# Whether you live, you fhould live to the
# Lorp; and whether you die, you fhould die
# to the Lorp; that living and dying you may
# be the LorDp’s (¢). .

You have now had a brief viewof thofe grounds
upon which JenovAH claims you ashis, and of
the duty refulting from this claim. And what
remains, butthat I wind up the whole with 4 -
ferious, plain, warm propofal to your hearts?
And that is, whether you will this day practi-
cally acknowledge Gop’s right in you, by de-
voting yourfelves entirely to him? Will you,
or will you not? Paufe, and think upon the ..
propofal. Perhaps you may be willing to com- ="

a0 Ua ply
(%) 1 Cor. x. 31, {<) Rom, xiv. 7,8.
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ply without any farther excitements. If not,
come, and let us reafon the matter together,
Confider how entirely, and how long you
have unjuftly detained his own property from
Gop. Have you not lived to yourfelves, and
not to him? Have you not ufed the faculties of
your fouls, and the members. of your bodies;
-your time, your eftates, andyour all, asif he
ad no right in them, but they were entirely
your own?{ Has not fe)f been the ruling prin-
ciple in you, as if you had no Mafter in hea-
ven; or asif no blood had been fhed upon mount
Calvary to purchafe a fuperior Tight in you?
You have thought your own thoughts, {poke
your own words, confulted your own pleafure,
and followed your own will ; as if you ufurped

- the difpofal of youfelves, and did not acknow~

ledge a fuperior. When were your thoughts,
your words, your time, your powers of action
devoted to the Lorp that bought you? The
patience of Gop has lent fome of you many days
and years, but which of them have you ufed
for his glory? And isit not high time for you
now to return to your rightful Mafter, and to
&« render to Gob the things that are Gop’si*

Again, confider, that while you have thus
lived to yourfelves, you- have moft unjuftly
ufurped a right to what was not your own. Did
you makeyourfelves? Did you redeem yourfelves?
Have you preferved yourfelves? Is it you that
gave virtue to' the food to nourith you? Can
you enable the earth to fupport you, or the air

to
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to heave your lungs with the breath of life?

.Can you recover yourfelves when fick, or revive

yourielves when dying? Can you make your-
felves happy in the world of fpirits, and provide
for yourfelves through an immortal duration?
If you can do thefe things, you may fet up for
independency with a better grace, and call
yourfelves your own; and you may boldly lift
up your faces to heaven, and tell the Sovereign
of the univerfe you will not be obliged to him,
but he may take away from you all that is his,
and leave you to fhift for yourfelves. But.are
you not ftruck with horror at fuch claims as
thefe? You muft then acknowledge you are not
your own. And what aggravated facrilege have
you been guilty of, in robbing Gop of his
right? If he that robs you of a little money is
unifhed with death for the crime, what do you
deferve who have robbed Gob of your fouls and
bodies, and that all your life long? O! will
you not this day reftore him his own? He will
accept it again, when freely reftored, though
abuled, dithonoured, and rendered unfit for
fervice by you.
Farther, if you will not give up yourfelves to
Gop, pray what will you do with yourfelves?
You are not capable of felf-fubfiftence, or in-

dependency. A new-born, naked, helplefs in-,

fant may as well refufe the breaft, reject the
mother’s care, and fet up for itlelf, as you pre~
tend to fhift for yourfelves independently of the
Gop that made you, and the Saviour that re-

Uz . deemed

Cihas
L3

. ’
]
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deemed you. Alas! if you feparate yourfelves
from him, you are like a ftream feparated from
its fountain, that muft run dry; a fpark fepa-
rated from the fire, that muft expire ; a mem-
ber cut off from the Body, that muft die and
putrify. If you will not give up yourfelves to
.Gop, whom will you choofe for your patron?
Will you yield yourfelves to fin and satan?
Alas! thatis but to fubmit to a mercilefs tyrant,
who will employ you in fordid, cruel drudgery,
‘and then reward you with death and deftruc-
tion. Will you give up yourfelves to the world,
to riches, honours, and pleafures? Alas! what
{ervice can the world do you when itis laid in
afhes by the univerfal flames of the laft confla-
- gration? What fervice can the world do you,
when your unwilling fouls are torn away from
it, and muft leave all its enjoyments for ever
and ever ? Will not the Gop of grace prove a
better mafter to you? Has he ever forfaken any
of his fervants in their laft extremity ? No, he
has promifed, * I will never leave thee, nor for-
4 fake thee(d).* And the long train of his
fervants through thoufands of years bear an
united teftimony, that they have always found
. him faithful to his promife. And why then
will you not choofc him for your mafter? Alas!
if you refufe, you become what I may call the
lumber and rubbifh of the univerfe; ufelefs ta
yourfelves, and loft to Gop and your fellow-
creatures, a property not worth owning. While:
_ e you
(4) Heb. xiii, 5,
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you call yourfelves your own you degrade your-
felves, and lofe all your dignity and importance;
you cut yourfelves off from all happinefs, and
can expet no -other Heaven than what fuch
guilty, helplefs creatures as you can create for
yourfelves. If you will not voluntarily furren-
der yourfelves to Gop he will not own you as
his, but leave you to yourfelves, to fhift for
yourfelves as you can. “* He will hide his face
# from you, according to his threatening, that
# he may fee what will be yourend (¢).* And
O! what wretched out-cafts, what poor help-
lefs orphans will you then be! -

Let me farther try whether you have the
leaft fpark of gratitude ftill remaining in you.
Has the love of Jesus no fweetly-conftraining
force upon you? Can you look upon him dying
for you on the crofs, and yet keep him out of.
his right? Can you view him paying your ran-
fom with his blood and life, and yet refufe to-
give him up what he has redeemed at fo high
a price? Shall poor captives, redeemed from
fin and hell with the blood of Jesus, rather
continue flill in bondage, than fubmit to fo
good a mafter? Are you capable of fuch bafe
ingratitude ? Can you treat your kind Re-
deemer fo unkindly ¢ ‘

‘Let me conclude this exhortation with the
more forcible, though plain and artlefs lan-
guage of another*. ¢ Confider when judg-

Uy . ‘“ ment
() Deut. xxxii, 19, 20. '
* Mr Baxter's Practical Works, Vol. IV. p. 714,715
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% ment comes, enquiry will be made, whe-

# ther you have lived as your own, or as bis
# that bought you. ' Fhen he will require his
4 own with-improvement (/). « Fhe great

“t bufinefs of that day will notbe fo much to.

« fearch after particular fins, or duties, which.
@ were contrary to the {cope of heart and life,

‘s but to know whether you lived to Gop, or

s to your flefh, whether your time and care,
-« ard. wealth were expended for CurisT 1n his

<. members and intereft; or for your carnal

« felves. _You that €urist hath given autho-
« rity to fhall then be accountable, whether
« you improved it to his advantage. You thathe
s hath given henour to; muft then give account
¢ whether you improved- it to his honour. In
< the fear of Gop, Sirs, caft up your accounts
“ in time, and bethink you what anfwer -will
« thenftand good: It will be a doleful hear-
“ ing to:a gutlty foul, when Curist fhall fay,
“ I gave thee thirty or forty years time—thy’
. fleth had fo much in eating, and drinking,
¢ and fleeping, and-labouring ; in idlenefs and
« vain talking, and recreations, and other va-'
<. nities; but where was my part? How much
«. was laid out for promoting my glory? Ilent
¢« you much of the wealth of the world: fo
« much was fpent in provifions for your backs
“. and bellies ; fo much on coftly toys, or fu-
« perfluities; - fo much in revengeful fuits and:
« conténtions ; and fo. much was left behind

« for

(/) Luke xix, 23.
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« for your pofterity; but where was my part?
« How much was laid out for the furtherance of
“ the gofpel, or to relieve the fouls or the bodies
“ of your brethren? I gavetheea family, and
“ committed them to thy care to govern them
“ for me; but how didf} thou performit? O
< Brethren, bethink you in time what anfwer
“ to make to fuch queftions. Your judge hath
¢ told you that your doom muft then pafs ac-
“ cording as you have improved your talents
. ¢ for him; and that he that hideth his talent,
¢t though he give Gop his own,” # fhall be caft
* into utter darknefs, where is weeping and
# gnathing of teeth (g).* ¢ How' eafily will
“ CugisT then evince his right in you, and
¢« convince you that it was your duty to have
« lived to him? Do you think, Sirs, that you
< {hall then have the face to fay, I thought,
¢ LEord, F had been made and redeemed for my-
“ felf ? I thought I had nothing to do on carth,
“ bat hive in as much plenty as I could, and
“ pleafure to myfelf, and ferve thee on the by,
« that thou mighteft continue my profperity,
“ and fave me when I could keep the world no
“ longer: I knew nct that I was thine, -and
~ ¢ fhould have lived to thy glory? H any of
“ you plead thus, what ftore of arguments
“ hath CurisT to filence you! He will then
¢ gonvince you that his title to you was not
‘¢ queftionable. He will prove that thou waft
¢ his by thy very being, and, fetch unanfwer-

S « able
(g) Matt. xxv, 30. ‘
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« able arguments from every part and faculty :
¢ he will prove it from his incarnation, his life
¢ of humiliation, his bloody fweat, his crown
‘ of thorns, his crofs, his grave: he that had
« wounds to fhew after his refurrection for the
¢ fatisfaction of a doubting difciple, will have
“ fuch fcars to fhew then as fhall fuffice to con-
“ vince a felf-excufing rebel: all thefe fhall
¢ witnefs that he was thy rightful Lorp.”

And now, my Brethren, may Inot prefume
that I have carried my point, if I had only to
do with your reafon? Does not your reafon
plead in favour of refigning yourfelves to Gop

this day? Take notice, I again proclaim Gop’s
" rightinyou. Can any of you deny this claim?
Certainly you dare not. Well then, let heaven
and earth bear witnefs, that you were all claim-
ed this day as Gop'’s property upon the footing
- of Redemption; and not one of you dared to
denyit. Therefore, * render to Gop the things
# that are Gop’s.” May I hope you now feel
your hearts beginning to yield? I make the
propofal to you all; to you Mafters and Free-
men, as well as to you Slaves: fhall we all
this day, with one confent, devote ourfelves to
Gonb as his fervants? Will you allow me, as it
were, to draw up your indenture, and fpeak
for you? I hope I am willing to lead the way,
- and will you gilow me? Methinks I hear you
fay, *“ Yes, we are willing: after many ftrug- -
‘ gles and relutances, we are atlength will-
“ 1ng, and can hold out nolonger.” But

' ' hold!
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hold ! I am afraid fome of you know not what
you are going about. And if you rafhly and
inconfiderately engage in the fervice, you will
foon defertit. As foon as the force of perfuafion
has ceafed, and the flow of paffion is over,
you will retratt all. Therefore I muft put
you back, till I inform you of fome things with
relation to this contract, that you may make
fure work, an everlafting covenant never to be
forgotten.

Take notice then, (1.) Your refignation of
yourfelves muft not be the act of mere nature,
without greater affiftance, but you muft be
urged and fweetly conftrained to it by the holy
Spirit, making you willing by his power.
Whatever profeflions you may make, whatever
external forms of felf-dedication you may force
yourfelves to ufe, yet your hearts are by no
means willing, nay, they are utterly averfe to
this furrender, till they are changed by divine
grace. This indeed fhould not difcourage you
from making the attempt, for it is while you
are making the attempt you are to hope for the
affiftance of divine grace. But I mention the
neceflity of divine power, left you fhould mif-
take the efforts of mere nature under the con-
ftraints of perfuafion, or in a warm fit of paf-
fion for an hearty voluntary furrender of your-
felves to Gop. 'The fame thing is to be applied
to your future performance of your engagement.
As you cannot of yourfelves rightly devote

yourfelves to Gop, neither will you be able of
o ‘ yourfelves
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yourfelves to perform your vow. Therefore
be humble and felf-diffident in this tranfaction, -

* -Entertain no fanguine expe@ations from your-

felves, or you will be furely difappointed. Truft
10 divine ftrength for all, for that alone is fuf-
ficient for you. - o
¢ (2.) Your refignation muft be unreferved
and univerfal. Gop claims your all; Jesus
bought all ; your Souls and- Bodies, and what-
ever belongs to you, and therefore you muft
give him all. He wilk not thare his property
with fin and Satan. Yeou muft make no referve
of this or that favourite luft or intereft ; but
part with all thatis inconfiftent with your duty
tohim. And you muft give up what is dear-
eft to you to your heavenly Mafter, to be difx -
pofed of as he fhall think proper. Here paule,
and inquire whether you-are willing to be un-
referved and univerfal in your furrender.
© (3:) You muft refign yourfelves to Gop at
all adventures, refolving to be his whatever
your attachment to him may ceft you ; though
1t thould coft you your reputation among men,
a part, or even the whole of your eftate ; nay,
though it fhould coft you your life.. Blefled
be Gop we are now in fuch happy circum-
ftances, that our duty to him is not likely to do
us much injury- even in this world, where per-
fecution and tribulatien is the ufual lot of his
fervants. Refignation to him may indeed ex-
. you to a fenfelefs laugh or- a fneer, to re-
viling and calumny, but who that has the. fpi-
e . 1t
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‘rit of a man within him would be fo meanly
complaifant as to offend his Gop and lofe his
Heaven, in order to fhun the ridicule and con-
tempt of fools ? Fools they are if tried by the
ftandard of true wifdom, however wife they
may be in other refpetts. This is but a {light
kind of perfecution to one that makes a proper
eftimate of things, which cannot {fo much as
make a finger ake; or rafe the fkin into a me-
ment’s pain. But times may yet change with
us. The day may yet come when the {ervants
of CurisT among us may be called to forfake
# father and mother, and wife and children,
¢ and lands, and even to lay down their lives
# for the fake of CurisT.* This would be
no unufual event ; the fervants of the crucified
Jesus have been a company of crofs-bearers, if
I may fo call them, from age to age, and their
religion has coft them dear in the eftimate of
the world, though they are always immenfe
gainers by it in the iffue. This perlecution,
even to death, therefore you may perhaps meet
with, and it is proper you fhould infert this
article into the contradt, that you will part with
life for Curist’s fake. Perhaps your indul-
gent Mafter may not infift upon it, and yet
perhaps he may; it is therefore neccflary you
thould confent to it. And .what do you thiuk
of it ? Does not this article caufe fome of you
to draw back ? ' :

Let me add,

(4.) ,Yo'ur
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" (4.) Your dedication of yourfelves muft be
fixed and habitual. It is not a formality to be
performed only at a facramental occafion, nor
a warm tranfient purpofe under a Sermon, or
in a tranfport of paffion, but it muft be the
fteady uniform perfevering difpofition of your
fouls to be the Lorp’s at all times, and in all
circumftances, in life, in death, and through
all eternity. o :

- Thefe, Brethren, are the qualifications of
an acceptable furrender of yourfelves to Gon,
and are you willing to be his upon thefe terms ?,
Or will you refufe and perith ? Deliberate up-
on the matter, and come to fome conclufion.
= Choofe ye in this day whom ye will ferve.*
May I hope you anfwer me to this purpofe,
“ We have weighed the cafe impartially ; we
“ fee difficulties before us, if we become the
“ Lorp’s fervants; but, notwithftanding thefe
¢ difficulties, we are refolved upon it : his we
¢ will be who bought us by his blood.” - Is
" this your determinate refolution, my dear
Brethren 7 Then make the tranfattion as fo-
lemn and explicit as you can, and follow me,
11ay, let all, white and black, old and young,
follow me, while I fpeak for you; * Lorb,
“ here isa poor finner, thy creature redeemed
“ by the blood of thy Son, that has long been
¢ a flave to other mafters, and withheld from
¢ thee, thy juft and dear-bought property;
“ here, Lorp, I would now, freely and with-
“ out referve, devote and furrender myfelf, m}i

« fou
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 foul and body, and my all to thee, to be
¢ univerfally and forever thine. And let the
* omnipotent Gop, let angels and men be
“ witnefs to the engagement.” :

Do you, my dear Brethrén, heartily confent
to this Formula? Then the contratt is ready
for fealing ; therefore let us rife and crowd
round the. table of our Lorp, and there annex
our folemn feals, and acknowledge it as our
act and deed. - O! happy day! if we fhould
be prepared to ufe this facred ordinance for
this purpofe. Come, ye Servants of the Lorp,
take a refrefhment to ftrengthen you for your
mafter’s work. Come, ye redeemed Slaves,
commemorate the price of your redemption.
Come, fee how your Mafter loved you, and
how much he fuffered for you: and O! let his
love conftrain you to live not to yourfelves, but
to him that died for you and rofe again; rofe
again to plead your caufe and prepare a place
for you in heaven, the region of immortal
life and glory.

But if any of you refufe to comply with the
propofal, or, which is much the fame, are
carelefs and indifferent about giving yourfelves
up to Gob, not forming any exprefs determi-
nation one way or other, heaven and earth will
bear witnefs againft you, that your refufal is
not owing to your not knowing Gobp’s claim
upon you. I have afferted it this day in the
prefence of Gop and his people ; and if you
till refufe to acknowledget, I denounce unto

: ' you
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you that you thall furely perih, fhall perith by
the hand of divine juftice as wilful rebels againft
the higheft authority, and as infolently and un~-
gratefully * denying the Lorp that bought
them.* Think on your dreadful doom, and let
your hearts meditate terror, till you be delivered
from jt by a voluntary furrender of yourfelves to
Gob through Jesus CHRIsT your redecmer. And
now, what account could fuch of you as have
refufed your compliance give of the tranfa&tions
of this day, even to one of your fellow-crea-
tures? Suppofe one fhould afk you upon your
return home, ¢ What were you doing to day
You muft anfwer, ‘I was engaged in a treaty
¢ with the Proprietor of the univerfe, and the
‘“ Redeemer that bought me with -his blood,
¢« about' becoming his fervant, and acknow-
¢ ledging his right in me.”—¢ Well, and what
« was the iffue? Certainly you did not dare
< to refufe, certainly you are now the willing’
« fervant of Gop.”—*¢ No, I refufed, and fo
¢ the treaty broke up.”—O thou monfter!
Could you bear the dreadful narrative? Would
not every one that heard it gaze arid ftare at
you with horror, and afk i confternation,
“ Were you not afraid ? Had you no regard
 for your own welfare? Alas! what will you
« do with yourfelf now? What rock . or
¢ mountain can you find to hide your devoted
“ head ? How will you anfwer for your
¢ refufal in the great and terrible day of the
¢ Lorp ?” ' .

' N SERMON
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1 CORINTHIANS V. 8.

Therefore let us keep the feaft, not with old leaven,
. neither with the leaven of malice and wickednefs,
© but with the unleavened bread of fncerity and
- truth. '

A § celebrating the Lorp’s fupper on the
3¢ next Lorpo’s day, we cannot f{pend
this day to better purpofe than by
preparing for-it. And no preparative can be
of more importance than a right knowledge of
the end and defign of that folemn ordinance, and
the qualifications neceflary in thofe that would
. worthily partake of it. To this I would devote
the prefent difcourfe : and fa important a de-
fign certainly demands the attention of all, efpe-
-cially"of _fuch of you as-intend to join in the
“participation of the facred fupper. '
Vou IIL.. X

. iﬁ:ﬁ'z{ S we have the agreeable profpet of

_ Th@ugh
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Though my text may be taken in a larger
latitude, yetit is juftly fuppofed to have a par-
ticular reference to this inftitution, which has
the fame place under the gofpel-difpenfation
which the Paffover had under the law. St Paul
had very naturally glided into the ftile of the jew-
ith law concerning the pafchal fupper; in the di-
rections he had been giving concerning a fcan-
dalous member of the Corsntbian church ; and
he carries on the metaphor with a beautiful
uniformity, when. he-comes to fpeak of the
gofpel-difpenfation, and "particularly of the
Lorp’s fupper. He had directed the church
of Corinth to caft the offender out of their com-
munion, while he continued impenitent, be-
caufe’ if they fhould tolerate fuch a corrupt
member among them, it would tend to corrupt
the whole fociety. Wickednefs is of a {preadin
infeGtious nature, and the indulgence of it in
‘one inftance may oecafioni extenfive mifchief ;
for, fays he, # Know  ye not that 4 little lea-
s yen® ferments and diffufes itfelf, till at
length it has = leavened the whole lump =

uft fo one corrupt member in a church may
fpread a contagion through the whole. * There-
= fore purge out the old leaven ; caft out this
feandalous offender, and labour alfo to purge

your church and your own hearts from all -
corruption, that ye may be as a new, folid,
and pure lump ; for ye are more frongly
bound to keep yourfelves morally pure, and to
:guard your church againft infection, that} the
ews
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Fews were to abftain from all things mixed
with leaven at the feaft of the paflover - for
though that feaft is no more to be obferved, yet
that which was fignified by the pafchal lamb is
now come to pafs ; * Curist our paflover is
# facrificed for us,* and the ordinance of his
Supper is appointed as a facred feaft, in com-~
memoration of him, and our deliverance by
him, as the Paffover was commemorative of
the deliverance from Egypr, and the deftroying
angel. And this is a ftronger reafon for the
moral purity of particular perfons and congre-
gations under the Gofpel, than there could be
for ceremonial purity under the law. * There-
“ fore, fays he, let us kecp this evangelical
4 feaft, not with old leaven,” not with thofe
corrupt difpofitions which we once indulged,
and which, like leaves, fowered our nature,
and fermented through our frame ; “ neither
# with the leaven of malice or any kind of wick-
» ednefs ;* but renouncing our-old temper and
praltice, and with hearts univerfally fanétified,
and full of love and good-will to all mankind, let
usreligioufly celebrate thisgofpel- feaft with thofe
difpofitions which were fignified by the unlea-

vened bread, namely, * fincerity and truth.”.
It was the prathice of the Jews, when the
paflover was approaching, to fearch every cor-
ner of their houfes with lighted candles, that
they might be fure there was no leaven to be
_found under their roofs. The Apoftle proba-
bly alludes to that praétice, and exhorts Chrif-
X 2 , tians
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tians to a like care in fearching and purging
their hearts, and the churches to which they
belong, that they may be pure, and fit for
partaking of fo holy an ordinance. :
My defign is to thew you the principal ends
of the inftitution of the Lorp's fupper ; and as
I go along, to delineate the charalters of thofe
-who are fit to attend upon it; for by knowing
the former, we may eafily know the latter.
- The Lorp’s fupper partakes of the general
nature of thofe divineinftitutions which are call-
ed Sacraments, in this, ¢ That it 1s intended to
¢ reprefent things fpiritual by material emblems
£« or figns, which affect our fenfes, and thereby
“ enlarge our ideas, and imprefs our hearts in
¢ the prefent ftate of fleth and blood.” As we
‘have not only rational minds, but alfo animal
‘bodies endowed with fenfes, Gop has wifely a-
‘dapted his inftitutions to the make of human
~ ,hature, and called in'the affiftance of our eyes ¥
“and our ears to-help our conceptions of divirig
.things,- and to affect our minds with them.
"As this method is agreeable to the nature of
"mankind, Gop has. been pleafed to ufe it in
‘every age, and under every difpenfation of Re-
[ligion. The Tree of life was the facrament of
‘the firft covenant, a fenfible confirmation to
. Adam that he {hou}dzobtain eternal life by his
. “obedience. The Rainbow was appointed as a
-confirmation of the covenant with Noab, thatthe
o : . world
- * Segnils irritant animos demiffa per aarem, -
Quim quz funt oculis fubjeQa fidelibus. Hor.

..
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world fhould no more perith by a deluge; and
we have not only the affurance of the divine
promife, but we may receive the confirmation
through our eyes by beholding that illuftrious
fign 1n the clouds. Circumcifion and the
Paffover were noted facraments of the covenant
of Grace under the Jewifh difpenfation, and
Baptifm and the Lorp’s Supper are appointed
in their room, and anfwer the like ends under.
the Gofpel. In all thefe ordinances Gop con-
fults our weaknefs, and, as I obferved, makes
our bodily fenfes helpful to the devotions of our
minds. Indeed this method of reprefenting and
confirming things by fenfible figns and fignifi-
cant actions is fo natural and expreffive, that
men have ufed it in all ages in their tranfattions
with one another. It was remarkably in ufe
among the ancients ; and it is not quite laid
afide in our age, which does not abound in
fuch methods of reprefentation. In our age
and country it is ufual to confirm contracts by
annexing feals to an inltrument of writing ; to
confirm an agreement by fhaking hands; to.
fignify love by a kifs, and complaifance by
bowing ;.and we fometimes give fome token asa
memorial to a parting friend. I mention thefe
" low and familiar inftances that I may, if poffible,
give fome juft ideas of a Sacrament to'the mean-
eft capacity. It partakesof the gencral nature of
thefe fignificant figns and actions, and is in-,
tended, like them, to ftrike our fenfes, and
through that medium to inftruct or affet our’

X 3 minds :
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minds: and fuch a fign, fuch-a feal, fuch a
fignificant action is the Lorp’s fupper in par-
ticular. ‘
- Having made this remark upon its general
nature, I now go on to fhew the particualar
ends of its inftitution. And, ‘

I. This ordinance was intended as a memo-
rial of the fufferings of CurisT for his people.

- That this is its immediate and principal de-
fign we learn from the words of the blefled
Jesus at its firft inftitution. . * This do in re-
“ membrance of me.* And that we are to re-
member him particularly and principally as
Juffering for our fins is evident from his words
‘m diftributing the elements, # This 1s my Bo-
# dy which 1s broken for you.®* Here a mov-
ing emphafis is laid upon his body’s being éro-
ken; broken, crufhed, and mangled with an
endlefs variety of fufferings. So again, * This
* cupis the new Teftament in my Blood which
“ jis fhed for you.* Hence it 1s evident this
ordinance was appointed as a memorial of a
Juffering Saviour, and it is under this notion
that we are particularly to remember him. We
are to * fhew forth the LorD’s death,” fays the
Apoftle, his death, which was the confum-
mation of his fufferings, * #/U be come again®
to vifit our world in a very different and glo-
rious manner.

. The Lorp’s Supper in this view is to be
looked upon as a token of love, or memorifal
, left
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left by a friend at parting among his friends,
that whenever they fee it they may remember
him. Our Lorp knew we fhould be very apt
to forget him, and therefore, that the memory
of his fufferings might never be loft, he infti~
tuted this ordinance, and by the humble ele-
ments of Bread and Wine he reprefents himfelf
to our fenfes as broken under the burden of
his fufferings, and fhedding his blood.: Corn,
out of which bread is made, which is firft
“threfhed, then ground ina mill, then baked in
an oven, is.a very proper emblem to fignify the

. - violences which our Lorp’s facred body endur-

ed; and Wine prefled from the grape, and
poured into the cup, is a ftriking reprefentation
of his blood which was forced from him by the
crafhing weight of his agoniés. Therefore

there was a peculiar propriety in appointin
thefe elements to be the memorials ofpzis fug

ferings. , '
This remembrance of a fuffering Saviour muft
be attended with fuitable affections. To re-
member him with a carelefs indifferency, or
‘with contempt is the moft ungrateful infult.
‘Were he an infignificant perfon in whom we
have no concern, we neght treat him thus,
" but thus to treat the Son of Gop, and our only
Saviour, thus to requite all his love and fuffer-
ings for us, what can. be more fhocking ? What
can be more bafe ingratitude? We fhould
therefore remember him in this ordinance with
.a penitent fenfe of our fins. which were the
X 4 ‘ caules
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caufes of his death ; with an ardent love and

ratitude for his dying love to us; with an
Eumblc faith and confidence in the merit of his
death to procure us acceptance with Gop ; and
with a voluntary dedication of ourfelves to him
and his fervice forever.

And hence you may learn the charaéter of
thofe who are prepared to communicate in this
feaft. They, and only they, are prepared,
who aré true penitents, fully convinced of their
fins, and deeply fenfible of their malignity,
efpecially as the caufes of his death, and tho-
roughly determined to forfake them ; who are
lovers of a crucified Jesus, and feel their hearts
fired with gratitude to him for all his love;
who are fenfible that they have no perfonal
righteoufnefs, and therefore place all their
dependence upon 4is only ; who feel his love
conftraining them, and are determined to
# Jive no more to themfelves, but to him that
# died for them and rofe again.# . v

Self-examination 1s a neceflary preparative to
this ordinance. * Let a man examine himfelf,
# fays the Apoftle, and fo let him eat of this
* bread, and drink of this cup.* Therefore,
my Brethren, enquire whether this be your
chara¢ter ; if it be not, you have né right to this
- privilege. It is a fhocking incongruity to pre-
tend to commemorate thé death of Curist
without love to him, or penitential forrows for
thofe' fins for which he died. Memorials of
friendfhip and love-tokens are only for friends ;

: and
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and when others ufe them it is mere farce and
hypocrify. Therefore till you have thefe difpo-
fitions do not adventure to come to his table.

II. The Lorp’s fupper was appointed as a
badge of our chriftian profeffion, and of our
being the difciples of Jesus CurisT.

Baptifm is appointed for our initiation into
the Chriftian church at our firft affuming the
Chriftian proféffion. And by partaking of this
ordinance of the Lorp’s Supper we declare our
conftancy in that profeflion, and that we do
not repent of our choice, nor defire to change
our Mafter. We'openly profefs that we are
not afhamed of the crofs, or the religion of the
defpifed Nazarene, but publickly avow our re-
lation to him before the world.. This perhiaps
may be intended by that expreffion of St Paul,
 fbewing forth the Lorp’s death.* We fbew,
profefs and publifh to all the world the regard
we have even to his ignominious death. We
may look upon this ordinance as an oath of
allegiance to Jesus CurisT. And hence pro-
bably it was firft called [Sacrementum) a Sacra-
ment, which profrly fignifies an oath, * and
particularly that kind of oath which the Roman
foldiers took to their generals, in which the
-engaged to be faithful to their leader, and to

' fight
® So Horace ufes it,
—— Non ego perfidum
- Dixi Sacramentum.
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fight for their country, and never defert its -
caufe.

To this practice probably St Augufline, about
fourteen hundred years ago, refers, as well
known to his hearers, when he addreffes them .
thus, ¢¢ Ye know, my Beloved, that the fol-
¢« diers of this world, who receive but tem
¢ ral rewards from temporal mafters, do firft
“ bind themfelves by military facraments or
« oaths, and profefs that they will be faithful
¢« to their commanders; how much more then
¢ ought the foldiers of the eternal King, who
¢ uﬁl receive eternal rewards, to bind them-

¢ felves with the heavenly facraments or oaths,
« and publicly profefs their fidelity to him?” -
Now if we receive the Sacrament of the
Lorp’s Supper in this view, we affume a badge
or mark of diftinction from the reft of the
world, and openly profefs ourfelves his difciples.
‘We take a folemn oath of allegiance to him,
and fwear that we will be his faithful fervants
and foldiers to the end of life. ,
~ This fhews the peculiar propriety of this or
dinance as following upon Baptifm, efpecially
with regard to thofe that were baptized in infan-
_ ,. <y,
4+ Notam eft, Dilleélyiﬁimi, charitati veftree, quod milites feculi
beneficia temporalia 3 temporalibus Dominis accepturi, prids Sa-
- cramentis militaribus obligantur, & Dominis fuis fidem fe ferva-
. turos profitentur : quantd magis ergo zterno Regi militaturi, &
~ @terna przmia percepturi, debent Sacramentis cceleftibus obligari,
& fidem per quam ei placituri funt, publict profiteri ?
AvcusT. Oper, Tom. x. p.984.
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cy, as we have generally been. In Baptift our
parents offered us up to Gop as his fervants,
and members of the Chriftian church, before
we were capable of perfonal choice, or doing
any thing for ourfelves ; and when we arrive to
years of difcretion, it is expected that we fhould
approve of what they did by our own perfonal
act. Now the Lorp’s Supper 1s an inftitution

in which we may make their aét our own, and

acknowledge that we ftand to the contract they
made for us. And as often as we partake of i,
fo often we make this profeflion. And hence,
by the way, you may fee that fuch who neglect
this ordinance, when they are grown up to a
capacity of acting for themfelves, do virtually
renounce their baptifm, and difown the at of
their parents in devoting them to Gop. Their
parents were to act for them no longer than
while they were incapable to aét for themfelves ;
and now when they are arrived at that age,
and refufe to confirm the att of their parents,
they prattically difown it, and wilfully make
Heathens of themfelves ; and confequently they

' F‘oclaim themfelves rebels againft CurisT,

or what but rebels are we to account fuch who
refufe the oath of allegiance when tendered to
them, and that over and over?

From hence you may learn another qualifi-

- cation of an acceptable Communicant, namely,

an hearty willingnefs to renounce his lufts and

ly and eternally the devoted fervant and
difciple
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difcip!e of Jesus CurisT. Here again examine
yourfelves whether you have this qualification. -

III. We may confider this ordinance of the .
Lorp’s Supper as a feal of the covenant of grace,
both upon Gop’s part and upon ours.

. Every facramental inftitution feems to par-
take of the general nature of a feal; that is, it
isa fenfible fign for the confirmation of a cove-
nant or contratt. . This St. Paul exprefsly af-
ferts with regard to circumcifion, when he fays,
that # Abrabam received the fign of circum-
* cifion, a fral of the righteoufnels of Faith (4).*
And CurisT afferts the fame thing concerning
the ordinance now under confideration : # This
“# cup, fays he, is the new Teftament, or Co-
venant in my Blood ;* that is, it is a ratifying
fign or feal of the covenant of grace, which i1s -
founded in my blood.

That you may rightly underftand this, you
muft obferve that Gop has caft his difpenfa-
tion towards our guilty world into the form .
of a covenant, or contraét, in which Gop and .
man are the parties, and CHRisT is the Media-
tor between them. The tenor of the covenant
on Gob’s part 1s to this purpofe, ¢ That he
« will gracioufly beftow, for the fake of CurisT,
‘¢ pardon of fin, eternal life, and all the blefs-
¢ 1ngs of his Furchafc, upon all fuch finners of
“ the race of man as comply with the terms

“ on which thefe bleflings are offered.” The
o L .tenor
© (#) Rom.iv. 11,
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tenor or terms upon  our part are to this pur-
pofe, ¢ That we receive and fubmit to the Lorp
¢« Jesus as our only Saviour and Lorn ; or, in
« other words, that we believe in. him with
“ all our hearts, and repent of our fins, and
¢ devote ourfelves to hisfervice.” This is the
fubftance of that happy contract, and of this
the Lorp’s.Supper is.a feal, asto both parties. -
On Gob’s part, this covenant can receive ne
intrinfic confirmation. He has plainly declared
itin his word, and no oaths or confirming
figns can add any intrinfic certainty to his de-
claration. We fay, * an honeft' man’s word
« is as good as his oath, or bond and feal;
-and furely we may apply this in the higheft
fenfe to the declarations of eternal Truth. But,
though this covenant cannot be made more cer-
tain 1n itfelf on Gop’s ‘part, yet, the eyidence
of its certainty may be made more fenfible and
affe&ing to poor creatures, that are fo flow . of
‘heart to. believe.. And hence Gop has been
pleafed, in condefcenfion to our weaknefs, -to
confirm it with the moft folemn oaths; and- fa-
cramental figns. This inftitution, in particular,
is a ftanding evidence, obvious to our:fenfes,
in all ages of the Chriftian church, that he 1s
runchangeably willing to ftand to the articles on
his part; that he is as ready to' give his Son
-and all his bleffings to fuch as belicve, as he is
:to give Bread and Wing as_ figns and feals of
ithem. . o e
oo i . As
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- As to our part, in receiving thefe elements,
we fignify our hearty confent to the covenant of -
Grace, and, as it were, fet our feal to it to
confirm it. The language of that fpeaking
ation is to this purpofe; I cordially. agree
<« to the plan of falvation through Jesus
« CurisT revealed in the gofpel; and in to-
¢« ken thereof I hereto affix my feal. As I take
<« this bread and wine before many witnefles,
« {o I openly and avowedly take and receive
« the Lorp Jesus as my only Saviour and
¢ Lord, and the food and life of my foul: I
¢ chearfully receive the offer of falvation ac-
« cording to the terms propofed in the gofpel;
¢ of which let this Bread and -Wine given and
¢ received be a token, or pledge, and feal” .
This, my Brethren, is the meaning of this
folemn ation. And hence you may. know
whether you are qualified to join init.. If you
have not heartily confented to the contraét, it
is the "greateft abfurdity and diffimulation to-
fet your feal to it. What! will you, as it
were, annex your hand and feal to a bargain that
you do not agreeto? Can you dare thus to tri-
fle with an heart-fearching, all-knowing Gon?
Bat, if - divine grace has powerfully engaged
your hearts to confent to this agreement, come
with humble boldnefs, and atteft and feal it be-
fore men and angels. ‘And remember, far
your comnfort, that on Gop’s part it always
" ftands firm and unalterable. You have his
word, his hand-writing, his oath, his feal, to
confirm
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confirm your faith, and what can you deﬁre
more to give you ﬁrong confolation ?

IV. This ordinance of the Lorp’s Supper was
intended for the famts to hold communion
together.

By the Commumon of Saints I mean, that
mutual love. and charity, that reciprocal ac-
knowledgment of each other, that brotherly
intercourfe and fellowfhip, which fhould be
cultivated among them as children of the fame
Father, in the fame faml ({] and as members
of the fame fociety, or myitical body. This is

- a thing of fo much importance, that it is .an
article of the common Creed of the Chn{han

church.
Our fitting down at the fame table partak-
ing of the fame elements, and commemorating

the fame Lorb, are very expreffive of this com-

munion, and have a natural tendency to culti-
vate and cherifh it. In fuch a pofture we look
fike children of.one famﬂy, fed at.the fame ta-
ble - upon the fame fpiritual provifions. Iti I8
a fignificant expreffion, ‘that we are one in
heart and affeGtion; that we have one hope of
our calling, one faxth one baptifi, one Lorp
Jesus Curist, one Gop and Father of all;
arnd that we acknowledge on¢ another as bre-
thren and fellow-chrtﬁmns 1-
Hencc
1‘ The a‘yuwm, or Lowe. feajh, among the: primitive chriftians,

‘were intended fill farther to exprefs this brotherly love and com.-

munion, but as the pratice was at.length abufed it was laid afide.
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Hence this ordinance has been frequently and
juttly called the communion. And St Paul affures
us it deferves the name (7). * The cup of blefs-
- # ing which we blefs, is it not the commu-

= nion of the blood of CurisT #* That is, is it
not a token and pledge of our joint fhare and
communion in the bleffings purchafed by his
blood? # The bread which we break, is it not -
# the communion of the body of CHrIsT i*
That is, is it not a fign of our common right
“to the happy effets of the fufferings of his bo-
dy? = For, fays he, we being many, are one
“ bread, and one body; for we are all par-
# takers of that one bread :* that is, ¢ As many
¢« grains make but one loaf of bread, and as
¢ many members make but one body, fo we,
¢ being many, are, ds it were, but one bread
«¢ and one facred body politic, of which CarisT
“ isthe head; and our partaking together of
* ‘one bread in the Lorp’s Supper 1s a fign
< and pledge of this union.” This appears
{till clearer from the defign of the Apoftle in
thefe verfes, which was to caution the Corin-
thians againft partaking with heathens in thofe
religious feafts, which they were wont to ¢ele-
brate in the -temples of their idols, after they
had offered their facrifice. This he reprefents
as idolatrous. * My dearly beloved, fays he,
# flee from idolatry,* ver. 14. And then, to
convince them that in communicating with
idolaters in thefe feafts they really joined with
| them

" (7) 1 Cor.x. 16,17.
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them in their idolatry, he argues from the na-

- ture of the Lorp’s .Supper, which is alfo 2

Jfeaft upon facrifice. - * The cup of blefling which
# we blefs, is it not the communion of the
# blood of CHrisT, &c.?* So by joining with
idolaters in thefe religious entertainments we:
hold communion with them in their idolatry.
Heilluftrates the fame thing from the feafls up-.
on facrifice among the Jews, ver. 18.

.Hence you may learn another qualification
for this ordinance, namely, love and charity to.
all niankind, and efpecially to our fellow-com--

municants.. To fit down at this feaft of love -

with an heart poffeffed with angry and mali-
cious paffions is certainly an aggravated wick-
ednefs. To this we may accommodate the words
of CHrisT, though fpoken before the inftitu-
tion of this ordinance. * If thou bring thy
= gift to the altar, and there remembereft that
# thy brother hath ought againft thee, leave thy
# gift before the altar, and go thy way, firft
# be reconciled to thy brother, and then come
# and offer thy gift (£).» )

. Hence alfo you may learn that none but fuch
as make a credible profeffion of the Chriftian
religion have a right to this ordinance. If it
be a fign of the communion of faints, and if we
thould love our fellow-communicants as faints,
then it follows that they fhould give us fome
ground for this charity, and that they fhould,
as far as we can judge, be real faints, or true
_ Vor. IIL 'Y - Chriftjans.

(8) Matt, v. 23,74.
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Chriftians. Their #eing fuch in reality is'ne-
ceﬂ‘m-.%rI to give them a right in the fight of Gop;
their appearing fuch, in a judgment of cha-
rity, 1s neceffary to give them a right in the
fight of the vifible church, which can only’
judge of an outward vifible profeffion; there-
fore fuch ought not to be admitted, however
ftrenuoufly they infit that they are Chriftians,
whofe grofs ignorance, or wrong notions of re-
lfgion, or whofe immoral and irreligious prac-
tices leave no ground for a rational charity to
hope that they are true Chnftians.  How can

‘we cultivate the communion of faints with fuch

who do not fo much as appear to be faints?
To have been baptized, to call themfelves
Chriftians, and to attend upon the worfhip of
the Chriftian church, and the Tike, is far from
being fufficient to conftitute a credible profef-
fion ; for all this a man may do, and yet be
farther from practical Chriftianity than an hea-

_then. But a man muft profefs and at habitu-

ally in fome meafure as a Chriftian, before he
can juftly be looked upon as a Chriftian. Alas!
the mumbers of ‘Chriftians in our land are gene-
rally of a very different charatter. - They ma

tcall themfelves Chriftians, “as youd or I may call -
ourfelves Kings or Lords, but the profeflion is
ridiculous, and that charity is under no rational
‘or {eriptural limitations that can communicaté
with them as fellow-Chriftians. -

- V. In
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V. In this ordinancée Gobp maintains com-
munion with his people, and they with him. -
- 'This is a communion of a miore divine .and
exalted kind than the formers and it is often
mentioned in fcripture, as the privilegs of the

ple. of Goo. * Our f’ellow{hip, fays, St
s *fobn, i3 with the Father, and with his Son
» Jesus Curist ()& * Thecommunion of the

.* Holy Ghoft,* 13 a part of the apoftoli¢al ber

nediction,: which we alfo ufe at the clofe of aur
religious affemblies. = S

This communion confifts partly in thatinter-
courfe. which is carried on between Geop and
his people, partly in the community of pro-
perty, and partly in the interchange of propers
ty. There is a fpiritual intercourfe carried on
between him and them. "He communicates his
love, and the influences of his Spirit to them,
and they pour out their hearts, their defires
and prayers before him, ‘He draws near to
them and revives their fouls, and they draw
near to him, and converfe with him in prayer,
and in other ordinances of his worfhip. Hence
he is faid to dwell in them, and to walk in
them (%). - * And our bodies are the temples of
= the Holy Ghoft, in .which-he refides (/).*
Curist fpeaks of this mutual intercourfe in
the ftrongeft terms; * If a man love me, my
% Father will love him, and I will love him,
“ and we will come and make our abode with
Lo » Y 2 # him (m).*

(i) 1Jobni. 3. (#) 2 Cor. vi. 16,
() 1 Cor.vi. 19, (m) John xiv, 23.
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“ him:® - Thete 'is‘alfo a: kind of cominu-
nity of'goods bétween Curist and his people:
“They are children’ of the. fame Father, and he
4s not dfhdmed-to call them Brethren; th
joint heirs of the fameinheritance. They ave
- feﬂowﬁu in - his fuﬁ'ermgs (n),, and are
fharers in the glory and blifs of his refurrection
and exaltation.. - The relation between them s
ofterr reprefented’ by that between Hufband and
"Wife; between whom: all thirigs ‘are common.
Hence the Apoftle argues, that #' “if we are
# CurisT’s, then all things are ours (0).* There
is ‘alfo 'an happy interchange of property be-
tween CHRisT and his people ; happy for them
though it was terrible to him." He'took their
fin ‘upon -him, and.they have his righteoufnefs -
in exchange. - He endured the death they had
Ainicutred, and: they enjoy the life.he obtamcd
‘He -affumed the curfe due to them, and th
‘have -the blefling transferred ta them whic
‘was due to him. . Here again the conjugal re~
Jation may be a proper illuftration. As the
‘Wife 1s entitled ‘to the inheritance of her Huf-
band; and he is- anfwerable for her debts and
obligations, fo CurisT made himfelf anfwer-
‘able in behalf of his people for all their debts
to-the law and juftice of .Gop, and the
entitled to all the bleflings he has purchafed. O
-what' a gracious and advantagcous exchange 1s
‘thls forus' . C e .
- ‘ Now
(u) Phxl: iii. 10. (¢) 1 Cor.iii. 21,ad fin.
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" Now the Lorp’s Supper'is a very- proper
emblem of this communion, and a fuitable
mean to cultivate it *. It is the place where
CurisT and his people meet, and have their
interviews. He the great mafter of the feaft
feeds them at his own table, upon his own pro-
vifions, in his ewn, houfe, and they eat and
drink, as it were, in company with Kimr; and
thus it is'a focial entertainment betweén them,
There he favours them with his fpiritual pre-
fence, and gives them accefs to him ; and they
draw near to him with humble boldnefs, and
enjoy a [ wejjnsic ] full liberty. of, fpeech
and converfation with him. There under the
elements of Bread and Wine he makes over to
them his Body and Blood, and all the bleffingg
purchafed by- his fufferings; and they receive
them with eager ddfire; they caft their guilt
and unworthinefs upon him, and give them=
felves to him, in return for his richer gifts ta
them. There they put in their humble claim
as fellow-heirs with him, and he gracioufly ac-
knowledges their title good. Thereis a folemn
Y 3 " _exchange

& The Apoftle illuftrates this point in 1 Cor. x. where he cau-

tions the Coristhians againft joining with Idolaters ifi their rcligie

aus feftivals, becaufe they could not do it without holding commu®
mion with thafe dzmons in honour of whom they were celebrated.
His argument js to this purpofe, “ That as in the Lozo’s fupper
¢ we hold a communion with Crrist, and as the Feaws in their
¢ facred feafts communicated with Gob at his altar, o in thefe
¢ iddlatrous feafts they held a religions communionwith the idol.™
And this fuppofes that in the Lorp's fupper we really have com-
munion with Curist ; fee ver. 20,21.
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exchange made between them of guilt for righ-
teoufnels, of mifery for happinels, of the curfe
for a blefling, of life for death. CHRisT takes
the evils upon himfelf and they caft them off -

themfelves upon him; and he makes over the

bleflings to them, and they humbly receive them
by faith. . And of all this, his appointing and
their :receiving this ordinance, and as it were,
fitting down together at one table, like Huf-
band and Wife, or Parent and Children, is a
very proper emblem and reprefentation. -And
1 doubt not but fome of you upon fuch occa-~
fions have enjoyed the pleafures of communion
with him, which gives you an high efteem for
this facted feaft, and clearer ideas of its defign
than is in the power of any language to afford.
- Here again you may learn one important
preparative for the ordinance of the Lorp’s
Supper, and that is, reconciliation to Gop,
and a delight in communion with him. You
cannot walk together, or maintain fellowfhip
with him, till you are agreed, and take pleafure
~in his fociety ; therefore carefully enquire into
this point. -

- Having thus fhewn you the principal ends of
this inftitution, and the qualifications neceffary,
in thofe that- would partake of it, I {hall fub-
join this one general remark, * That it is evi-
¢ dent from all that has been faid, that perfons
‘¢ who live vicious and irreligious lives, what-
¢« ever their profeflion be, have no right to this

: - ¢ ordinance,
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¢ ordinance, and fhould not be admitted to it
* by the officers of the church, till they profefs
¢ their repentance and reformation.” When
we exclude fuch we ate not taking too much
upon us, nor pretending to judge of what we
have nothing to do with ; but we only exercife
that power which is inherent in every {ociety,

and with which CurisT has exprefly invefted

his church. Every fociety “has a power to exe
clude thofe from its peculiar privileges, who
violate the eflential and fundamental laws of its
conftitution. And no law can be fo effential

- to any conftitution, as a life of holinefs is to

the charaéter of a Chriftian, and the conftituy-

- tion of the Chriftian church. It is no matter

what perfons profefs with their lips, it is the life
that is to be regarded as the decifive evidence,

' What would it fignify for a man to infift upon

it that he was honeft, if he perfifted in theft and
robbery; or to take the oaths of allegiance
when his condu& was a courfe of rebellion
againft his fovereign? And equally infignificant

‘and abfurd isa profeflion of Chniftianity with-

out a correfpondent practice. If we confider

‘the defign and end of this ordinance, we cannqt

but fee that fuch perfons cut themfelves off from

all right to it. Is.it fit that a drunkard, a

fwearer, or any profane finner {hould comme-
morate the death of the holy Jesus, while’ he

‘has no love to him, but is determined to go on

infin? Should they wear the badge of CurisT’s
difciples, whofe lives proclaim them his ene-
' ' Y4 = mies?

1
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tnies? Should they affix their feals to the cove-

nant of grace, who have never confented to it,
but are grofly violating it by their practice?

Should they hold communion with CuRisT

and his people, who have fellowfhip with the
unfruitful works of darknefs? Hear the Apoftle
upon this head. * Ye cannot drink the cup
 of the Lorp and the cup of devils: ye cannot
“ be partakers of the Lorp’s table and of the
= table of devils (p):" the thing is abfurd and
impraticable. * For what fellowfhip hath
# righteoufhefs with unrighteoufnefs ? or what
« communion hath light with darknefs? or
# what concord hath CurisT with Belial? or

# what part hath he that believeth with an In-

# fidel? Wherefore come out from among
# them, and be ye feparate, faith the Lorbp,

* .and touch not the unclean thing (¢).* Asto

public offences the Apoftle gives this direction
to Timothy, which is binding upon all the mi-
nifters of Curist, * Them that fin, that is,
. @ that fin publickly, rebuke before all, that
# others alfo may fear ().* To the fame
‘purpofe he fpeaks to Tizus, * A man that is an
# heretic, after the firft and fecond admonition,
# reject (/),* or caft out of the church. This
indeed is immediately intended of fundamental
errors in principle, but it ma;y undoubtedly be
‘applied to vicious practices; for, as Archbifhop

Tillotfen jultly obferves, ¢ The worft of herefies |

. . s
(#) 1 Cor.x. 21. C () 2 Cor. vi. 14‘;xj.
(r) 1 Tim.v. 20, _§/) Tit.iii. 10,

et
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“ is a bad life.” As to private offences againft
a_particular perfon, in which the church, as
fuch, is not concerned, private.meafures are
to be taken to bring the offender to repentance,
till they are found to be in vain, and then the

‘church is to be apprized of it, and if he pay no

regard to that authority, he'is to be excluded
from the fociety. Thisis according to CHR1sT’s

‘exprefs dire€tion in Matt. xviii. i 5, &e. = If

# thy brother trefpafs againft thee, go and tell

"# him his fault between thee and him alone:

 if he fhall hear thee, thou haft gained thy
# brother. But if he will not hear thee, then

'# take with thee one or two more; and if he

* neglect to hear them, tell it unto the¢ church ;
# but if he neglect to hear the church, let him

"# be unto thee as an heathén man and a fpub-
# lican* " There is nothing more plain in fcrip-

ture than that fcandalous members fhould b

_caft out of the church ; and an exceffive indul-

gence is moft feverely cenfured. St Paul orders

Timathy to * turn away from fuch as have the

# form of godlinefs, but deny the power there-
# of (¢).# He lays the weight of his apoftoli-
cal authority upon the Chriftian church in this
cafe. “ We comimand you, brethren, in the
» name of our Lorp Jesus, that ye withdraw

* » yourfelves from every brother that walketh

# diforderly, and not after the tradition which
# ye received of us (v).”.. The churches of Per-
gamos and Thyatira are feverely threatened by

‘ ' CHRIST

) 2Tim.di.s.  (v) 2 Thefl. iii, 6.
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CurisT himfelf, for tolerating the corrupt fect
of the Nicolaitans, and the followers of Balaam's
and ezebel's profane and loofe practices, and
not cafting them out of their communion (x).*
'And the church of Eplefus is commended for
her ftrick difcipline, and * that fhe could not
'# bear them that were evil, and had tried pre-
'# tended apoftles,” difcovered and rejected them
-as impoftors. But I need go no farther than
.the chapter where my text lies for abundant
evidence of the neceflity of this holy difcipline.
Here St Paul warmly rebukes the Corinthian
<hurch for allowing a fcandalous member to
continue in communion with them; and fo-
lemnly charges them to caft him out from the
',churcg into the wide world, the territories of
~Satan, who 1is called the god of this world.
And this he ftrongly defcribes, in order to
_ftrike terror into the offender, as a delivering
bim over to Satan. He urges this wholefome
feverity as a proper expedient to bring the
offender himfelf to repentance, and efpecially
to keep their church pure. * Know ye not
# that a little leaven leaveneth the whole
# lump? And juft fo the indulgence of one
“ corrupt member may in time corrupt the whole
_fociety. It was by the remarkable ftrictnefs of
their difcipline that the primitive church kept
itfelf from corruption in the midft of heathens
* and idolaters. - And it is the want of this that
. hias fo fcandaloufly corrupted the generality of
, S O ar
(#) Rev.ii. 14 &c.
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our modern churches, whofe members arg very
often the reproach of that religion which they

- .profefs. Let not us imitate them, but pity and

pray for them, left we become a mere mafs of
corruption like them. The Apeftle forbids
not only all religious communion, but all un-
neceffary familiarity with {uch fcandalous pro-
feflors ; and intimates, that we thould be more
thy of them than of fuch.as make no pretenfions
to religion at all. * I wrote to you, fays he,
* not to compapy with fornicators: yet not
* altogether with the fornicators of this world :*
that is, ¢ I do not mean that you fhould break
¢« off all intercourfe with the fornicators of this
‘ world, who are profefledly of the world, and
¢ make no pretenfions to Chriftianity; or
¢ with the covetous, or extortioners, or ido-
“ Jators ; for then muft ye needs go out of the
¢ world :” all places are fo full of fuch profli-
gate finners, that you cannot avoid them with-
out leaving human fociety altogether ; * But
* now I have written unto you, fays he, not
 to keep company, if any one that is called a
“ brother,” a Chriftian brother by profeffion,
here lies the emphafis, * if any one that is call-
# ed a brother be a farnicator, or covetous, or
# an idolater, or a railer, or a drunkard, or
“ an extortioner, not to keep company with
= fuch a one, no not to eat,* (4 Cor.v.ver. 10,11.)
Cultiyate no unneceffaty familiarity with fuch
@ one: do not make choice of him as your
gueft or companion at your common me‘ailck
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much lefs in the facred feaft of the Lorp’s
Supper. e , e
. You fee, my brethren, we are not at liberty
in this cafe; we are tied down by the divine
authority to the faithful exercife of difcipline:
And though nothing can be more difagreeablé
to us than to touich the fores of mankind, yet.
we cannot difpenfe with our duty in this refpect.
If we make a compliment of the ordinances of
CurisT it is at our peril. It is therefore the
moft unreafonable thing for perfons by their
. offences to conftrain the officers of the church
to animadvert ‘'upon them, and then to take it
il that they faithfully do their duty. All that
is required of them is a profeflion of deep re-
pentance for their mifconduét, and a promife
of reformation for the future. And is thig too
much to do to repair the injury they have §one
to religion, to fatisfy the fociety to which vhey
belong, and to reftore themfelves into the cha-
'rigy ‘of their brethren whofe hearts they Live
grieved by their conduét? Or are they indeed
determined not to repent and reform, but-go
.on-in their wicked courfes? Then they have
nothing to ‘do with' the peculiar privileges of
the Chriftian church, and therefore fhould not
claim them. It is in vain here to object,
* That none can forgive fins but Gop, and
$¢ therefore they will not confefs them to man.”
For, as I'told you, every member of the Chrif:
tian church ought to give his fellow-members
fome’ évidence that he is indeed- one of their
3
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body, and worthy, of theiccharity. But what
evidence can'they have of this, if when he falls
- into fome fcandalous. fin inconfiftent with his
profeflion, he does nat fo much as proféfs his
repentance? It is only Gop that can pardon
~the fin, as it is done againft him ; but the
- church is alfo offended, and every fociety as well
as particular perfon who is offended, has a right
to.demand fatisfaction.  Hence we are com-
manded to ¥ confefs our, faults one to. another
{y).* And thatisa proud, impenitent creature
indeed, unworthy of a place among Chriftians,
who thinks it a mighty thing to make this frall
fatisfattion. The . ingeftuous, Corinthian was
brought to repentance by the wholefome feve-
‘rities ufed with him. And upen this, the
Apeftle, in his fecond Epittle, advifes them to
# forgive-him,* (which 1mplies, that in fome
- fenfe the offence was againff the church ; and
that in that fenfe they had power to forgive
him) “ that they, fbould comfort him, and
# confirm their love towards him, left he thould
# be fwallowed up with over-much forrow (z).”
.And {hall we be more obftinate than an ‘incef-

‘tuous, excommunicated Corinthian? =~ = -
~ As this fubjeét naturally came in my way,
.and as. it is neceffary for us as church-menibers
to have right ideas of gofpel-difcipline, T have
taken this opportunity to enlarge upon it; and
-I hope you will fo remember it, as to render all
inftructions on this head needlefs hereafter.
e : : I now
C . () Jamesv.16. (z) 2 Cor.ii 7,8. "
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I now proceed to what is more practical.

Let me, as an Herald of Jesus CarisT, pro<
claim to you the bufinefs of the next Lorp’s
day.. We are going to commemorate the moft
important event that ever happened upon our
lobe; an event accomplifhed about feventeen
Eundred years ago, but never to be forgotten 3
an event that extends its happy confequences
to the remoteft periods of eternity, I mean the
fufferings and death of Jesus Curist for us.

And who among you is prepared and willing
to commemorate this grand event? Where are
the broken-hearted pemtents? Where the lovers
of a crucified Saviour? Where the happy perfons
that believe in him with all their hearts? Come,
take the dear memorials of your precious Re-
deemer ; come, refrefh your fouls once more
with the fweet remembrance of his love. O!
fhall his dear name be forgotten among us?
What forgotten, after all he has done, after all
he has fuffered for us! Can {gu bear the
thought ? We are going to profefs openly be-
fore § feoffing worlgl, tl%at w]: are,thg}:r)vrants
and’ difciples of a crucified CurisT, we are
going to put on the badges of his fervants, and
wear his livery; to enlift as volunteers under
his banner, and fwear allegiance and fidelity to
‘him. And where are thofe that are willing to
join with us? #* Who is upon the Lorp’s fide?
# who ?* Come ye that will have CrrisT ‘for
your mafter, come enter your names in his hft,
Be fixed and determined for him. * How
" : : ; # long
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- # latig will ye halt between two opinons i It-
is a plain cafe, aid ‘requires no long time to
- deliberate. 'Come, ye that would ftand among
hi¢ people at his rxght hand at laft, come now”
with prepared hearts, and mmgle among them:
at histable. We are going to entet into aw
everlaﬁmg covenant with our Gon, ‘and to fet:
our folemn feal to the contratt.  And who
among- you gives his confent? Who is willing
- to take the Lorp Jisos for his only Saviour and
Lord, and to give himfelf up to him entirely
and forever? Who will avouch the Lorp to
 be his Gop, that He may avouch him ‘to be
one of his people? How are your hearts, my
Brethren, difpofed in- this reipe&? Do they
give 4 full confent'? “And are you willing from
this time to renounce and abjure all your lufts
and finful pleafures? In (hort, do you confent
to the covenant of Grace? If fo, comeand con-
firm it with that folemn oath and feal. Gop
and CarisT are agreed to the propofal, and if
~you agree the happy contrat is made, it 1§
eftablifhed firmer than the pillars of heaven,
and if you had them you might venture tcn
fhoufand fouls upon it. We are going t
maintain communion with the faints, and ﬁ-t
down with them at the faine table of our com-.
‘mon Lorp. And who of you would join your-
felves with " that little flock, that defj déd but
happy few? If you would mmglc with them in
heaven, leparate from the wicked world, and
;om them now*: and as a token of it, eat{:’é'
‘ N ¢
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the fame bread, and drink of the fame cup with
them.. But we are going to maintain commu-
nion of a ftill more exalted kind ; communion
with the Father of our fpirits, with the Son of:
his love, and with the holy Ghoft. And where
are they that pant and languifh for this facred.
and divine fellowfhip? Come to the table of
the Lorp, the place of interview, and you may
humbly hope to meet him there. Fhere you
may pour out your hearts to him with all the.
freedom of intimacy and filial boldnefs, and

there you may receive the tqkens of his love.
. My Brethren, if upon. careful felf-examina-
tion,, you find reafon to hope you have thequa-
lificatipns of acceptable, communicants, which
I have deferibed, I, require ‘you in the name
of that Jesus who expired upon the crofs for
ou, a name_which one would think fhould
{Aave fome weight with you; in. his endearing
irrefiftible , name I require you to come to his
table. This is not only your privilege, but
your duty, and you cannot neglet it without
~the bafeft ingratitude and wickednefs. Shall
Jesus, when he views the guefts around his
table, find your feat empty? Alas! fhall he
have reafon to fay, * What! has fuch a one
 turned his back upon me? I bought him
¢ with my blood, and have I deferved to be
¢ thus treated by him?” O! my brethren, is
it come to that pafs with you that you ftand’in
need of perfuafions to commemorate that-Sa-
" viour who laid down his life for you? Had he .
: ' - been- -
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been as fhy of a crofs,’as you are of his table,
as backward to die, as you are-'to comimemo-~
_rate his death, alds! what would have become
~ of you? R S
. What are the obftru@ions and difcourage--
ments that lie in your way? Mention them,’
and ‘methinks I can femove therh all in a few’
words, when the cafe ‘is fo plain. Do you’
urge, That you are aftaid you are not pfepat~
ed ? But have you examined yourfelves impar-,
tially by what I have faid ? Are you fure you
have the qualifications mentioned ? If {6, your’
way is very clear. Orif you arénot fure, does’
it appear probable to you? If fo, you may hum-- -
.bly venture. Or if you cannot go fo far'as a
probability, have you fome trembling Zopes?’
hopes, which though they often- waver; yet
you cannot entirely caft away, though you ad-:
mit all the evidence you can get, and are de-
firous to know the very worft of yourfelves,
Why, if you’have even thus much of eéncou--
ragement, I would advife you to.come, thoagh:
with trembling. If you dre impartial in feH~
examination, and yet cannet after all difcover
that you are deftitute of thofe qualificafions I
have mentiored, it is extremely unlikely that
you are deceived : perfons are never deceived
in this cafe but by their own careleflnefs and
Fa.rtiality ; therefore take courage. If you
ogk out with a careful eye there 1s httle danger
of your fplitting on this rock. R
Vor. I - Z

Or
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Or, are you afraid that you will not be able to
perform your facramental vows, but may apo-
fatize from your Gop? But I need not tell you
that your ftrength is entirely from Gon : and I
appeal - to yourlelves whether it be moft likely

you will obtam ftrength from him in the way-

of duty, or in the neglect of it? My Brethren,,
do you do your duty, and leave the confequence
to him. Truftin him,and he will take care of
you, and keep you from falling, or raife you

yp if you thould falL It is not his ufual way

to defert thofe that, fenfible of their own weak-

nefs,, depend upon him; nay, he has bound
himfelf by promife that he will not do it; but

you_* fhall bekept by his power through faith

% unto falvation () ;* and * he will never leave.

= you nor, forfake you (4),* therefore, in
his ftrength, humbly makc,the adventure.

As for. fuch of you as have not the qualifica-
tions defcribed, and yet are communicants at
the Lorp’s table, I have a few ferious confi-
derations to offer to you. ,

..1. Djd you never obferve that

hovers, round the table of the Lorp to guard
it from your profanation? * Whofoever fhall
= eat of this bread, and drink of this cup of

* the Lorp unworthily, fhall be guilty of the -

“_body and blood of the Lorp, and eateth and

'# drinketh damnation, or judgment, to- him- .

. , # felf (¢c).=
(a) vPeteri. 5. (&) Heb.xiii. 5. (c) 1 Cor. xi. 27,29,

] {'Qlém;i warn--
ing of 'St Paul, which, like a flaming fword,
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« felf.* Keepoff, therefore, ye unholy finners,
left the weight of this tremendous curfe fall
upon you and crufh you to ruin. -

2. To what purpofe do you communicate ?.
This will not conftitute you. Chriftians, nor
fave your fouls. Not all: the ordinances that
ever Gop has inftituted can do this, without.
an intereft in CurisT, and univerfal holinefs:
of heart and life. And will.you incur f{uch:
dreadful guilt, without anfwering any valuable
endbyit? . S

3. How abfurd is it for you to pretend friend-
fhip to CurisT in this ordinance, when your-
hearts are not well-affeted towards him ? This-
I have hinted at already. This ordinance is a
feal, but what do you fet your feal to, when
you do not heartily and practically confent to.
the covenant of Grace? How can you hold.
communion with the faints when you are none
of them? or with Gop when you neither know
him, nor' love him ? How dare you wear the
badge and livery of his fervants, when you are
enemies in your minds by wicked works? Will
you mingle among his people when you belong
to the camp of the gloomy god of this world 2
Will you act the part of Fudas over again, and
compliment CurisT with a traiterous " kifs ?
What abfurdity, what grofs hypecnfy, what a
daring infult is this? Can omni{cience be impofed.
upon by fuch pretenfionis? Or will a jealous Gop
let them efcape unpunifhed " Do but read. a
part of the fiftieth Pfalm: you will fee your

Z2 - . doom
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doom, wer. 16e—22. * Unto the wicked Gop
» faith, What haft thou to do, that thou fhould-
 eft take my covenant in thy mouth ; feeing:
“ thou hateft inftruction, and cafteft my words
* behind thee ?—Thefe things haft thou done,
# and 1 kept filence: thou thoughteft I was
@ altogether fuch a onc as thyfelf. But I wilt
“ reprove thee, and fet them in order before
# thine eyes. Now confider this, ye that for-
= get Gop, left he tear you in picees, and there:
& be none to deliver.* O Sirs, confider, it will

be a poor plea at laft to have it to fay,

= Lorp, Lorp, have we not eaten and drunk 1n
# thy prefence? and thou haft taught in our
= ftreets.,® The fupreme Judge will, notwith-:
ftanding, pronounce the dreadful fentence up-
on you, * Depart from me, all ye workers of
« iniquity (). a ,

4. Has not Gop appointed other means

which are preparatory to this ordinance, and:

in the ufe of which you might hope to obtain
proper qualifications? His Word, Prayer, Me~.

ditation ; and fuch means are for the commoa:

ufe of faints and finners, and intended to beget-
as well as to confirm grace in the hearts of men.

But the Lorp’s Supper is the peculiar privilege’
‘of fuch as are true Chriftians already, and is:
intended only to cherifh and improve true reli-
gion where it is begun. Therefore your par-:
taking of it without this grand preparative is-
prepofterous, and' directly contrary to the or-.

| der
. (d) Luke._xiii. 26.273’ R

.- -~
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der of divine appointment. Sinners, go firft
upon your bended knees before Gop ; cry to
him with all the earnefnefs of perifhing crea-
tures for converting grace. Think upon your
miferable condition, and never take off your
thoughts from the melancholy contemplation
till your hearts are deeply affeted. Read, and
hear, and meditate upon his word, till you
know your danger and remedy. Take this
method firft, and when you have fucceeded,
come to this ordinance, and Gopb, angels and
men will bid you welcome.

5. Confider bow aggravated your punifh-
ment will be if you continue in your prefent
condition. To fink into hell from the table of
the Lorp! O! what a terrible fall| They that
perithed from Sodom and Gomorrab, though
their punifhment will- be .intolerable, will be
but {lightly punifhed in comparifon of you. A
loft communicant |—=One that went to hell with
the bread and wine, the memorials of a dying
Saviour, as it were, in his mouth! — O! me-
thinks, fuch a one muft be the moft fhocking
fight in the infernal regions. How will loft
angels, and loft heathens wonder and ftare at _
you as an horrible phenomenon, a dreadful
cariofity ! How will they upbraid you, * How
® art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, fon
* of the morning ! Art thoualfo become as one
# of us?* To tell the truth without referve, I
cannot but tremble at the thought of fecing
fuch of you on the left hand of the Judge. O
aea Z 3 what
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‘what a fhocking figure will you make there !

Therefore do not make the profanation of the
Body and Blood of CxrisT the whole of your

religion, but begin where you fhould, in earneft
endeavours after a new heart and life, in the
ufe of the means appointed for that end.

But there are fome of you perhaps, who may
take encouragement from hence, and think you
are fafe, becaufe you have not been guilty of
profaning this folemn inftitution. You are
confcious you are not prepared, and therefore
contentedly ftay away. There are, no doubt,
fundry of you who have lived in this neglect all
your lives. I have a few things to fay to you,
and I pray you to apply them to yourfelves.

1. Confider what it is you fay, when you
declare you are unfit for this ordinance. There
are fome that feem to make a merit of it, that
they ftay away from a fenfe of their want of
preparation. But what is this want ? It is the
want of all love to Gop, of faith in CHrIsT,
of repentance for fin ; it is the want of holinefs

of heart and life, and every good thing’; it is .
to be*without pardon, without a title to hea-

ven, without any intereft in the righteoufnefs
of CuRrisT ; it is to be a flave to fin and Satan,
an heir of hell, a poor perithing creature;
liable every moment to be cut off, and fink
under the weight of divine vengeance : this is
your cafe if you are unfit for this ordinance.
Nothing but fuch things as I have mentioned
: : . can

. ——



Serm.32.  The Clrifftian Feaff. 343

can rendér you unfit. And is this a fafe cafe ?
Can you contentedly reft in it? Alas! is there
fo much merit in your negleting to remember
Curist in this inftitution, as will render your
cafe fafe, and indemnify you? Muft you not be
fhocked at the thought ?

2, Are you ufing all proper means to obtain
preparation, with the utmoft diligence and ear-
neftnels? Or are you ina&ive and unconcern-
ed about it? If fo, it is plain you love to be
unprepared ; you take pleafure in being ‘dif-
qualified to remember the Lorp Jesus. And
while you are carelefs about this, you are vir-
tually carelefs what will become of you, care-
lefs whether heaven or hell be the place of your
everlafting refidence: and O! what will be the
end of fuch acourfe! and how terrible is your
guilt! . '

3. Is it nothing to you that you have lived fo
many years in the world without affeCtionately
commemorating that Saviour who died for you,
without devoting yourfelves to Gop, confent-
ing to his covenant, and joining yourfelves with
his people? O! is there no guilt in-all this?
No guilt in fuffering fo many opportunities of
attending upon this ordinance to pafs by neg-
leéted? What can be a more aggravated wick-~
ednefs ?- - : '

- 4. This neglet plainly proves that you have
no regard for Jesus CurisT. You do perhaps
ftill infift upon’it that you love him. But he
bimfelf has left a teft of your love, # If ye love
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¢ me keep my commandments.” Now this
brings the matter to a fhort iffue. There is no
command in the whole Bible more plain than
that of remembering him in this ordinance.
This you know in your confciences. And yet
you have lived in the wilful neglet of this
known, eafy, dying command of Jesus. With
~what face then can you pretend that you love
him? Your love is reprobated and will not
ftand the teft.

5. Let me remind you of what I obferved
before,. that, by the neglett of this ordinance,
you practically renounce your Baptifm. You
are now of age toact for yourfelves, and you
have not approved of the at of your parents
by ratifying it in your own perfon, therefore
you abjure it; you renounce the bleffed Tri-
nity, in whofe name you were baptized, and
to whom you were devoted ; and you give your-
felves back to an horrible trinity of another
kind, to the World, to Sin, and the Devil.
And are you indeed willing to have no more to
do with the Gob that made you, and with Je-
sus of Nazareth? Paufe and think before you
agree to fuch a dreadful renunciation. But
alas! you have agreed to it already, by refufing
to renew your early dedication in your own
perfons. Therefore the beft you can now da
B to recall your renunciation, and immediately
acknowledge the alt of your parents as your

own. o
. T would
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I would inculcate this particularly on young
people. - You that are eight or ten yearsold, or
more, you have fenfe enough to a& for your-
felvesin fo plain a cafe. And what are you re-
folved upon? Will you be Curist’s or Satan’s?
You cannot avoid choofing one or the other for
your mafter ; for your not pofitively choofing
CurisT is virtually choofing the devil for your
iord, and hell for your home. If you do ftand
to the alt of your parents in dedicating you to
Gop, come make it your own at his table,
Such young guefts would be an ornament to it
and O! that we may early fee you there pro-

erl red! :

d 6? g‘;p‘:\m think that by this negle@ you
keep yourfelves from being under obligations to
be holy, and that you are at liberty to live as_
you lift. Your obligations do not depend upon
our confent. You were born the fervants of
Gop, and you will continue under obligations
to be fuch 1n fpite of you. Is he not the moft
excellent of Beings, your Creator, your Law-
_giver, your Preferver, your Redeemer ? And
do thefe things infer no obligation upon you ?
Have you not alfo in ficknefs or under horror
of conicience made vows and refolutions in your
own perfons ? And are you free to fin ftill ? The
truth of the cafeis, Do what you will, you are
under the ftrongeft obligations to Gop, and
you cannot fhaké them off; and if you- will
not obferve thefe obligations to duty, you muft
fubmit forever to your indifpenfible obligation
: to

Ky
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to punithment. And he will make you know
that he has a right to punifh you if you will -
not acknowledge his right to your obedience.
. 7. What avails it that you can avoid the
Lorp’s table, when you cannot poffibly fhun
death, or‘avoid his tribunal ? Here try all your
art, and you will find it in vain. Andif you are
not prepared for this ordinance of worfhip in
the church on earth, much lefs are you pre-
red for thofe more. exalted forms of worfhip
in the church in heaven; what then will be-
come of you? , o
~ In fhort, it is a national fin in our country,
that the table of the Lorp is contemptible ;
that men who call themfelves Chriftians live in
the wilful neglet of that ordinance which was
appointed by Him, whom they acknowledge as
the founder of their religion, to be a memorial
of himfelf. Alas! the very memory of CHRisT
1s almoft loft among us. * Shall I not vifit for
# thefe things, faith the Lorp? Shall not my
# foul be avenged on fuch a nation as this (¢) *
Perhaps fome of you will fay, * You fhut us
“ upina ftrange dilemma indeed. If wecome
“ unprepared, we fin; and if we ftay away, we
¢ fin: and what then fhall we do?” My Bre-
thren, I thus fhat you up on purpofe that you
may fee what a wretched cafe you are in, and
that there is no fafety for you while you continue
init. You are fhut up under a neceflity of fin-
ning, and the beft choice in fuch a condition
o ~ can
(¢) Jer.v.q.
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can 'be‘only the lefler evil; though even that is
extremicly aggravated. Whether you come or
ftay away-you grievoufly fin : it is all fin, peril,
ruin, and mifery all through: you fhould nei-
ther come unprepared, ‘nor:ftay away unpre=
pared ; thatis, you.fhould net be unprepared
at all. Your want of preparation is in itfelf'a
complication of wickednefs; and whatever you
do in that ftate, you are neither fafe nor in the
way of duty: it is altogether a ftate of fin and
danger. Theonly way of fafety and duty is to
feek for preparation immediately and with the
utmoft earneftnefs, and then to come to the
Lorp’s Supper. And O! let me fet all this
congregation upon this work before ‘we part
to-day, and make it the bufinefs of this week.
You have fpent many a week about things of
lefs importance, -and will you refufe one to this
great work? Now fet about it ; now begin to
look into the ftate of your negleéted fouls ; now
recollect your fins ; look in upon your depraved
hearts ; look back upon.a miferable mifpent
life ; look forward to Death, Eternity, and
the divine Tribunal juft before you ; look to
Jesus in the agonies of crucifixion on mount
Calvary ; and O ! look up to Gob in earneft
prayer for his mercy. Let thefe things follow
you home to your houfes ; let them dwell up-
on your hearts night and day. Do not laugh,
or talk, or trifle them away; for O ! they will
rebound upon you with overwhelming weight

L}

at
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at laft, if you now tm'ulethemf hoﬂ'.f'dfOI that
Gop may prepare a people for himfelf in this

place! O! that He would vifit this bar-
ren fpot with the thowers of divine grace! And
may he prepare our hearts for the rich enter-
tainment before us ! Awen.
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‘I‘he Nature and Bleﬁédnefs of Sanfhip
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:JOHN I 3, 2.

Bebold, what manner of love the father bath beffow-
ed upon us, that we fhould be called the fons. of
Gob:. therefare the world knows us net, becanfe.
it knew bim not. . Belrved, now are:we the Sons

' g"GoD, and it doth not yet appear what we fball
be: but we know that when be fball appear we’
Shall be like bim ;' for we fball fee bim as be is.

&% im % HOUGH the fchemes of divine
[ T Provxdence run on with the moft-
% ¥ confummate harmony, and will at
@w §)' laft terminate in the wifeft ends, .
Ko yet, to the undifcerning eyes of .
mortals, confuﬁon rengns through this world,
and pothing appears, in this infant ftate of :
things; in that I l?h‘e, in which etermty, the ftate.
of matumy, will reprefent every thing. Thlﬁ
remar
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remark is particularly exemgliﬁed in the difpen-
fations of grace towards the heirs of heavem
Though they are not in fuch unmingled dark-
nefs, even in this region ‘of ignorance and un-
certainty, as to have no evidences at all of their
being the objects of divine love, and regenerated
by the holy Spirit, but may, in fome fhining
moments at leaft, -con¢lude that they are, even
now, the Sons of Gobp; yet they can form no
adequate ideas of the immenfity of that love
which has adopted them as the fons of Gop,
and made them heirs of heaven, who were by
nature the childrén . of wrath, éven as others.
There. are indced fuch rays of this love, that,
like a flath of lightning, break through the
cloud that furrounds them, as caft them into a
pleafing confternation, and make ther ftand
and paufe in delightful aftonifhment. . Inakind
of tranfport of ignorant admiration, they are
often exclaiming, * What manner of love is
* ¢ this I” how great, [ mozami | how vaft, how
immenfe, how unaccountable, how incompre-
henfible, that love which has given us, us re-
bellious finners and heirs of ruin, the title of
the Sons of Gop, and the many privileges of
. fuch relation.  Behold -what fort of unheard-
of, unparalleled love is this! behold it with
intenfe obfervation and grateful wonder.

Ye trifling fons of men, abftrat your .
thoughts from the toys of earth, and here fix -
your attention ; here look and gaze, till you are
fo tranfported with- the furvey of this love, as _

lx . ' to
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to be engaged to the moft vigorous éndeavours
to be partakers of it. Our Brethren in grace,
that thare in the fame privilege, do you efpe-
cially paufe, behold, and wonder. Let all
your admiring powers exert themfelves to the
utmoft in the contemplation.of that love which
has beftowed upon you fo gracious, fo honour-
able a diftin@ion as that of Sons of the King of
Heaven. And ye blefled inhabitants of heaven,
who know the import of this glorious title, and
the riches of the inheritance referved for us,
ye angels, that are happy in your Maker’s good-
nefs, but have not been diftinguithed with re-
deeming grace, look down from your celeftial”
thrones, look down to this contemptible earth,
to view the greateft exploit of divine love; for
furely no achievement of almighty grace a-
mong your various orders through the vaft of.
heaven, can equal this, that we rebellious
worms {hould be called the Sons of Gop, - the
higheft title in which you can glory. Behold,
and wonder, and adore with us, and fupply
our defects of praife. You fee farther into the.
fecrets of ‘this-myftery of love than we in our
prefent ftate, who can only paufe in filent ad-.
miration, or vent our blind conjeftures upon
it. # What manner of love is this1* therefore
give all your contemplative powers a loofe up-
on a theme you can fo deeply penetrate. .
~ Farther, ‘as the Sons of Gob in their prefent:
ftate cannot comprehend that love which has.

conferred this title upon them, fo they know.
: not
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not fully the glorious import of the title : they
only know in general, that when their Father
~appears they * fhall be like him,* but they do
not exatly and fully know what that likenefs
1s: it doth not yet appear, even to themfelves,
“what they fhall Zz Their livelieft imagination
can form no adequate ideas what glorious crea-
tures they will ere long be: they: are utter
ftrangers to their future fekves. - They know
themfelves only at prefent in their infancy ; but
when thefe /iztle children of Gop, thefe babes
in grace, arrive at their adult age, and grow up
to the fulnefs of the ftature of Carist, they
will be prodigies to themfelves, and myfteries
which they cannot now conceive. In this world
we are accuftomed to little and obfcure things,
and our thoughts are like their objets; we fee -
nothing fufficiently glorious to fuggeft to us
any proper images of the glory of the Sons of
Gop, when they come to maturity, and enter
upon. the inheritance to which they are born.
The {plendor of the meridian Sun, the grandeur
of Kings, and the parade of Nobles are but:
obfcure fhadows of the glory and magnificence
. of the meaneft pious beggar, of the pooreft
Lazarus that ever languifhed upon earth, and
18 now arrived at heaven. The difference is
Ereater than that between b upom:the dang- = -

il, lying in afthes, and covered with ulcers, -
and Solmen in all his glory. However, amidft
‘all our ignorance, we may reft confident in’
this, that if we are now the Children of Gop,.
' ‘ - we
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we fhall be conformed to him, when he appears
to us in all his glory on the other fide of death,
and efpecially when he appears in the clouds in .
all the majefty of the univerfal Judge, when
every eye fhall fee him: and though we fhould
know no more than this in general, we may
reft implicitly fatisfied that we fhall be incon-
ceivably glorious and happy, fince the perfec-
tion of our nature confiftsin conformity to Gop.
We may be fure that that ftate which the Apo-
ftle here, by unerring infpiration, calls a like-.
nefs to Gop, the ftandard of all excellency,
muft be as perfect as our nature can bear. The
Apoftle having faid, that * when he fhall ap-
# pear we fhall be like him,* fubjoins, # for
# we fhall fee himas heis.* This vifion of the
blefled Gop in his unveiled glory may be here
mentioned, either as the evidence, or as the caufe
of our likenefs to Gop when he fhall appear.
Confidering it as an evidence, the meaning is,
¢ It is evident that we {hall be in fome meafure
« like to Gop when he appears, otherwife we
¢ could not bear the full vifion of his glories ;
“ we could not fee him and live.” It is alfo

‘evident the Apoftle here fpeaks of the vifion of

Gop as an happinefs, and the blefled privilege

- of his Sons: now to fee Gop could afford no

pleafure to fuch as are not /ke to him; they
would be thocked and confounded at the fight, -
and fhrink from it, and by how much the
clearer the vifion, by fo much the more they.
would hate him, becaufe by fo much the more

Vor. III. - Aa - they
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they would difcover his contrariety to them.
Therefore it is a fufficient evidence of our like-
nefs to Gap, that we can bear the vifion of his
naked perfections with pleafure, for none that
are unlike to him can bear it. Confidering the

fTage in. the other view, which probably was
what the Apoftle intended, as the cau/e of like-
nefs to him, it means, that the full and dire&t
views of him will be transformative, and effica<
cious to ‘change the beholders into his likenefs,
As thelight fhining upon glafs renders it tranf-
parent, or as the fun diffufes its luftre into a
diamond, and gives it an intrinfic radiancy, fo
the difcoveries of the divine perfections will im-
prefs their image upon the minds they illumi-
nate. ‘Their views will not be fuperficial and
- fpeculative, nor attract an idle gaze, but they

fﬁall be vital, efficacious, and impreffive, and
rio wonder if fuch views which we now knew’
fo little of fhould produce a perfection we can
now fo little conceive.

If the Sons of Gob are fuch ftrangers to the
riches of their prefent title, and the dignity and
glory of their fature ff/ves, no wonder a blind
world fhould not know them. If it does not
yet appear to themfelves what they fhall be,
much lefs does it appear to others, who are
ftrangers to their heavenly Father, who know-
“riot his Tineaments, and therefore cannot dif-
cern his children by their refemblance to him.
This the Apoftle may intimate when he fays,
“ Itdoth not appear, that is, it doth not appear

il {7
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% to others, what we fhall be,* and we are led
to this fenfe by the former verfe, * Therefore
# the world,” the general run of mankind, who
are ftrangers to Gop, * know us not,* that is,
do not diftinguifh, love, and honour us, who

. are the Children of Gop, * becaufe they know

# him nots As they are ignorant of our Fa-
ther, and difregard him, fo they accordingly
treat us. They look upon us with contempt,

-and are wholly ignorant of our heavenly ex-

trattion and dignity, and thus it will be till we
fhine in all the glory of the children of fo illuf-
trious a King, and poffefs the inheritance of the
faints in light ; then, to their confufion, they
fhall difcern the difference between the righte-
ous and the wicked (f).* I fhall,

I. Shew you what is the import of this glo-
rious title, the Sons of Gop. :

II. Mention fome inftances of the prefen
ignorance of the Sons of Gop, with regard to
their future ftate. And,

III. Shew in what refpects they are miftaken
and unknown to the world."

L I thall (how what is the import of this

glorious title, the Sons of Gob.

It is evident that the title is ufed here, not in
fo general a fenfe as elfewhere, where it fignifies

‘nomore than the creatures of Gop (g) ; for here

_ Aa 2 it
() Mal.ii. ule. ©
(¢) Lukeiii, ule, A&sxvii, 28,29,
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it is mentioned as the peculiar privilege of true
Chriftians, in which the world in general does
not partake. In the fenfe of the text it implies
that believers are bo#n again of Gob ; that they
are admitted to enjoy the privileges of children
and that they are the heirs of heaven. ,

1. To be the Sons of Gop implies that they
are regenerated, or born of him. :

He is a Son who is begotten and born; and
therefore to be a Child of Gob fuppofes that we
are begotten by him. -This feems to be the

eculiar foundation of that fonfhip the Apoftle
gere has immediately in view, for it 1s the
thought of being born of Gop, mentioned. in
the laft verfe of the foregoing chapter, that
feems to introduce the text, and wraps him
away in the fourth verfe of this chapter into that
tranfported exclamation, * Behold ! what man-
* ner of love is this, that we fhould be called
* the Sons of Gop !* ,

- This new birth you have often heard me
defcribe, as a thorough univerfal change of a
-corrupt rebellious finner into an affeétionate,
penitent, obedient fervant of Gop. His views
of things, and difpofitions towards them are
happily altered, which produce a correfpondent
change in his praétice. But 1 cannot enlarge
~without excluding the other fubjects of my dif-
courfe.

I pray Gop you would ferioufly confider the
importance of this fpiritual 4775, and not vain-
ly deem yourfelves the Sons of Gop while you

L : are
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are ftrangers to it : you may as well become the
Sons of men without being generated by human
parents, as the Sons of Gop without being re-
generated by fupernatural grace, for the fcrip-
ture has repeatedly declared the abfolute neceffity
of it in various terms. All that become the
Children of Gob are born of him, and # not of
“ blood,* or by natural generation, nor * of
¢ the will of the flefh,” or by any natural pro-
penfions of theirs, nor * of the will of man,*
or by the beft endeavours of otherswith them(5).
# The Gop and Father of our Lorp JEsus
» CHRIST* begets them again (7), and creates
* them anew (£),* {o that * old things are paffed
* away, and behold, all things are become
+* new (/) And CuristT himfelf, who beft
knows the terms of admiffion into heaven, has
aflured us with a # Verily, verily, that except a
* man be born again, he cannot fee the king-
# dom of Gop (m).* And this 1s the declaration
of infallible infpiration, that * neither circum-
# cifion availeth any thing, nor uncircumci-
“ fion;* that is, a conformity to the externals
of the Jewith or Chriftian Religion is of no
avail to falvation, * but the new creature (7).#
2. They that are the Sons of Gobp are admit-
ted to enjoy the privileges of children, and this
is implied in their title.
Aaj Gop

(%) Johni. 12,13, (i) 1 Peter i. 3.
(4) Ephes. ii. 10, (/) 2 Cor.v.17.
(m) Johniii. 3,5. (n) Gal. vi.15.
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Gop here treats us with his ufual condefcen-
tion in exprefling divine things in the humble
language of mortals, by metaphors borrowed

- from affairs amongft men, that are familiar to

us. Therefore form an idea of the ufual pri-
vileges which a Child enjoys from a gracious
and powerful Father, and leave proper room
for tﬁc infinitely fuperior perfections of our
heavenly Father to thofe of the moft excellent
human Parents, and you may from the analo-

y know fomething of the peculiar privileges of
the Children of Gob. A Son, you know, has
liberty of accels to his Father, however great;
he obtains his requefts; he has the guardian-

" fhip and compaflion of his Father; and is fea-

fonably corre€ted by him for his good. And
thus our heavenly Father deals with the chil-
dren of his Grace. i

He gives them liberty of accefs to him in
prayer and the inftitutions of the gofpel. He
not only allows them to attend upon his ordi-
nances, which many do that continue ftrangers
to him, but at times he enlarges their hearts,
fo that they find themfelves near him; they
are admitted into his prefence-chamber in free
audience with him, and pour out all their
hearts before him, vent their complaints, beg
a fupply of their wants, and render their grate-
ful ‘acknowledgments for his mercies, This
temper of mind is fo fuitable to their relation as
the Sons of Gop, that the holy Spirit, as the

~ Author of it, is called the Spirit of Adyption

and




Serm.33.  of Sonflip with Gob. 359

and the Children of Gop are not capable of
‘exercifing this filial freedom at pleafure, but
" juft as he enables them, to * draw near with
“humble boldnefs to the throne of grace (0).”
And the holy Spirit, asa Spirit of libegty and
adoption, 1s a privilege entailed upon the Sons
of Gop, and which they at times enjoy (p).
~ Again, as the Children of Gop have liberty
of addrefs to their Father, {fo they have the
privilege of having their petitions gracioufly
heard and anfwered. An human parent is
ready to give good gifts to his children, and
much more is our heavenly Father.- Thus
Curist reafons in the moft familiar and mov-
ing manner in Matt. vii. 7—11. and Luke xi.
- 11—13. and he feems to intimate that this
-privilege is implied in the relation by repeat-
ing the endearing term Father in Matt. vi. 6,8,g.
# Pray to thy Fatber,—and thy Father thall .
# reward thee.—~Your Father knoweth what
 things you have need of, before ye afk him.
# After this manner thercfore pray ye, Our
w Father, &c* . o
. Again, the Children of Gop are entitled to
This protection and compaffion. His guardian
‘care is celebrated in P/alm xci. and Pfalm cxxi.
and. his tender compaffion in Pfalm ciii. 13.
Jai. Ixiil. 9. and in numberlefs paflages that
fpeak of * his bowels of mercy, his compaf-
» fions, &c A i

' - Aag .. Another
(¢) Rom. viii. 14,15,26,27. Heb,x.22. 2 Cor.iii. 17.

(p) Gal. iv. 5,6. ‘ Lo
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Another privilege of the Children of Gop is,
that they are feafonably correéted by his father-
ly difpleafure. This indeed they are too apt to
count a calamity rather than a privilege, but,
fince his correction is neceflary for their reform-
ation, fince it proceeds from the benevolence
~of a Father, and not from the vengeance of an
incenfed Judge, fince it is intended for their
benefit and not for their deftruction, fince they
are fupported under it, and it has a proper
meafure and feafonable end, and fince i1t will
be more than compenfated with future rewards, -
it follows, that their chaftifement is one of
their bleflings, and as fuch it feems promifed
‘rather than tbreatened, and mentioned as a badge
of the Sons of Gob, Pfalm 1xxxiX. 30e=34.
Heb. xii. §—11. and many of the Children of
Gop have found reafon to praife him for this

- wholefome feverity, Pfalm cxix. 67,68,71. Up~
on this principle St Fames exhorts them to
“ rejoice when they enter into divers tempta-
tions (¢) ;¥ and St Peter tells them that they will
befal them only * if need be (r).*

3. The Children of Gop are heirs of the

- heavenly inheritance, and their relation im-
plies a tutle ta it. ‘

They are born to a crown, begotten to # an

* inheritance incorruptible, and that fadeth not
¥ away, &c(/).# = If we are children, then

. : % we
(q) Jamesi. 2. " (r) vPeteri. 6.

(/) 1Peteri. 304




Serm.33. ofSor_z/h'p with Gop. ‘361

- # we are heirs, heirs of Gob, and joint-heirs
# with. Curist (¢)*. And how vaft their in-

heritance 1s you may learn from Rev. xxi. 7.
1 Cor. dil. 21,22. .

What advancement is this to mean, finful,
miferable creatures ! Out of prifon they come
to reign. They are raifed from the dunghil,
and fet among the princes of heaven. , No
wonder the Apoftle fhould exclaim, * Behold!
# what manner of love the Father hath beftow-
# ed upon us, that we fhould be called the Sons
# of Gop.®

Thus I have briefly fhewn you the glorious
import of your relation, the Sons of Gop ; and
you fee it fhould be the greateft concern of
each of you to inquire whether you bear it.
To determine this point, I need only tell you,
that if you are the Children of Gop you have
been fupernaturally begotten by him, as I ob-
ferved before (v), and you have the temper of
datiful children towards him, particularly you
reverence and honour him (x) ; you love him,
fear to. offend him, and chearfully do his will,
and mourn over your undutifulnefs; you are
partakers of his divine nature (y), and bear the
linecaments of his holinefs. But if it be other- -
wife with you, as] fear it i3 with many, if you
be not conformed to the moral perfeGions of

. _— Gop
{#) Rom. viii,16,17. Gal.iv.7.
© . (v) Jamesi.18. (%) Mal.i. 6.
(5) 2 Peter i, 4.
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Gop and bear his image, if you have not the
difpofitions of dutiful Children towards him,
but the temper of the Devil, and do his works,
then # you are of your father the Devil (z).*
And though you may refent this, as the Fews
did, the charge is fixed upon you. Therefore
awaken all the importunity of your fouls, and
cry to him for regenerating grace, that you alfo
may become the Sons and Daughters of the
living Gop. But if you find thefe characters
of the children of Gop which I juft now men-
tioned, then “ rejoice in the Lorp always, and
# again I fay rejoice:* you are happier than
Princes, more great and honourable than the
fons of earthly Kings. You cannot now form
any ideas what miracles of glory and bleffednefs
your Father will make of fuch mean, guilty, and
- wretched things as yourfelves. Which intro-
duces what I next propofed, "

" 1I. 'To mention fome inftances of the igno-
rance of the Sons of Gop with regard to their
future ftate.

It is true indeed, and fome of you, I doubt
not, know it by experience, that the Children
of Gop in fome fhining moments enjoy preli-
bations of heaven, and even now * rejoice with
»* joy uhfpeakable and full of glory (4) :"4
}uﬁ as a child in infancy ftumbles upona man-
y thought : and as the firft dawnings of reafon
' . .. may
() Johnvi. 44. (a) 1Peter 1, 8.
t xapg = ddoiacuny, a g]oriiied joy.

1
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may give a child fome obfcur¢ hint of the ma-
fterly reafonings of a mature genius, fo ‘from
thefe foretaftes of heaven the Sons of Gop may
form fome faint ideas of the perfection of its
happinefs in full enjozment. They find thefe
difpofitions feebly working in them now, which, -
when brought to perfeftion, will conftitute
their bleflednefs ; and they now find fo much
real happinefs in the exercife of fuch difpofitions,
though in an imperfet degree, as fully con-
vinces them that nothing is neceffary to make
them compleatly happy but the perfection of
fuch exercifes, and an entire freedom from
contrary principles. But what this perfeGion
is they have not yet experienced ; their higheft
thoughts fall fhort of it; and * it doth not yet
¢ appear to them what they fhall be* in the
following particulars. - '

1. It doth not yet appear what they fhall be
with refpeét to the enlargement of the faculties
of their fouls. '

That the human foul is capable of vaft en-
largements, that its faculties may expand to
great.dimenfions, is -evident'; and we find by
© experience its improvements from childhood to

* youth, ‘and thence to the clofe of life, efpeci-

* ally in men of a ftudious turn. And we may

- befure that, when like a bird out of a cage, 1t

- gets loofe among its kindred {pirits, and flies at

~ large in its proper element, its faculties will be

vaftly improved : otherwife it would be over-

borne and crufhed with the weight of glory ,115
: wou
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would be dazzled with the intolerable blaze of
heavenly brightnefs, like a mole that has
wrought itfelf into day-light. As a child is.
utterly incapable of manly exercifes, fo, without
a proportionable enlargement of its powers, the
foul would be incapable of exercifing them
about the infinite objets then before it, and of
joining in the exalted fervices of that mature
world. You may therefore reft confident in
this, ye Sons of Gop, that your little fouls will
then be vaftly improved. But as the infant
cannot know beforehand the improvement of
his riper years, fo it is with you. Compare
your prefent felves with your infant-felves, and
you will fee a vaft difference even in the prefent
ftate, and how vaft the difference between
what you now are and what you will be, when
you enter into a world entirely new, the proper.
région, the natural element of fpirits! Beloved,
you are now the Sons of Gop; and he will
make you fuch beings as becomes fo near a re~
lation to fuch a father ; and what prodigies can
- he make of you! He that could make you what
you are out of nothing, in the courfe of a few
years, what can he make you out of what you
now are, through the feries of everlafting ages!
How can he mature and enlarge your fauls
from one degree of perfection to another! fo
that, in fome future period, you will no more
refemble what you are now, than you now re-
femble what you were in the womb, or upon
the breaft. . Your underftandings, through an
endlefs
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eendlefs duration, may be ftill brightning, with-
out ever coming to their meridian; and your
views be ftill enlarging, though fill infinitely,
beneath the object of your contemplation. It
is fit that fouls fo improved {hould be united to
bodies fuited to them: which leads me to ob-
ferve, , , ,

2. It does not yet appear to you what kind
of glorious bodies you will have after the re-
furreftion. : S
. Weare fure they will ftill be material bodies,
otherwife they would not be bodies at all. But
matter. we know is capable of prodigious re-
finements. Yonder globe of light, the fun, is
of the fame original matter with a clod of
earth, and differs only in modifications. How
vaft the difference between this animal fleth on
our bodies, and earth and water! and yet they
are originally the fame. Earth and water are
the materials of which grain and other vegeta-
bles, that animals feed upon, are formed; and
our bodies confift of grain formed into bread,
and of the flefh of beafts: fo true is it, not,
only with refpect to 4dam, but all his pofterity,
that they are dur dufi. In fhort, there is a
tranfmutation of matter into a furprifing va-
riety of forms, wherever we caft our eyes : the
linen we wear was once earth, that was firft
refined into flax, then formed into thread, then
woven into what we now fee it. Thus our
bodies may be changed in a moft amazing
- manner, and yet continue fubﬁantiall)} the
ame.
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fame. 'St Paul tells us, that they will be fpi--
ritual bodies () ; that is, fo exquifitely refined,
that they will refemble proper {pirits, as near .
as itis poffible while they retain their material-
ity: and elfewhere he fays, that # the Lorp
~» Jesus will change our vile body, that it may
- # be formed like unto his glorious body (¢).*
Such is the glory of CurisT’s body in its now
exalted ftate, that the fplendors breaking from
‘it ftruck Paoul and his fellow-travellers to the
ground, and deprived him of fight for three
days ; how illuftrious then muft thofe bodies
be that refemble his, though we allow his a
fuitable fuperiority ? This the Afpoﬁl‘c intimates
by reprefenting the change of the bodies of
faints at the refurrection as a mighty exploit of
Gop’s all-fubduing power (4). We are fure
the body will not then be a clog to the ative
fpirit, but a proper inftrument for the employ-
ments of heaven. It may be free from the law
of gravitation, and capable of moving every
way with equal fpeed ; it may -be nimble and
quick as a glance of lightening ; it may be a-
orned with a vifible glory more brignt than
the {un in its meridian luftre, like the body of
CHRrisT on the mount of transfiguration (e).
It will then be incapable of pain, ficknefs, and
death (f); and will no more feel hunger and
thirft, nor any of the appetites of -antmal na-
' ' ' f ture (g):
(8) 1 Cor.xv. 4¢. () Phil. iii. 21, (¢) Phil.iii. 21, -
(e) Matt. xvii; 2. Dan.xii. 3. ~ Matt. xiii. 43.
(/Y Ma, xxxiii, 24. 1 Cot.xv. 33. (g) Rev.vii, 16,
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ture: it will be capable of the moft excellent
fenfations of pleafure through every organ ;and -
a fuitable companion to an improved and glo-
rified foul. Such bodies will the faints have :
but what it is to have fuch bodies, we have
now no experience ; and fhall never know till
the glorious morning of the refurrection.

3. It doth not yet appear to us what it is to
be perfzc? in holinefs.

However enlarged and glorious our fouls
~and bodies fhould become, we fhould be ftill
~ miferable without a proportionable perfeion

in holinefs. - Now this, alas! we do not as yet
know. We humbly hope fome of us know
what it is to feel the {park of divine love in our
breafts. We hope we have tafted fome fmall
drops of blifs, though intermingled with gall and
wormwood. We know what it is to exert our
feeble powersin the fervice of the blefled Gop,
and in contemplating and admiring his excellen-
cies ; but, alas! fin {till cleaves to us, and dead-
ens our powers : numberlefs imperfections at-
tend our beft moments.. But O! to have all
the powers of foul and body enlarged ; to ex-
ert them to the full ftretch 1n the exercifes-of
heaven; to find them animated and dire&ted
by the moft confummate holinefs, and free
from every the leaft taint: of fin, what an
inconceivable ftate is this! O how unlike the

refent ! Sure in fuch a ftate we fhould hardly

now ourfelves: it would aftonith us to find

that we, who had been fo long accuftomed to
. be
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be affaulted and perplexed with fome guilty
thought or finful inclination, fhould at once
commence perfectly free from it! that we, who
have fo long made fuch languid effays, fhould
find all our powers full of unwearied immortal
vigour! what an happy furprife will this be |
4. 1t does not yet appear what will be the
employments and fervices of the heavenly
world. , A
We know from the plain declarations of
facred writ that the contemplation of the divine
perfections, and their difplays in the works of
nature and grace, celebrating the praifes of
Gop, and proftrate adorations before. him,
will be no fmall part of the happinefs of a future
ftate. But we have no reafon to fuppofe that
it will confift intirely in contemplation and
adoration. A ftate of activity will be a proper
heaven for vigorous immortals. Wil feparate
fpirits be employed with their fellow-angels as
guardians to their brethren while in thefe mor-
tal regions? a very pleafant employ to generous
and benevolent minds! Will they be the ambaf-
fadors of their fovereign to the remote parts of
his empire, to bear his meflages, and difcharge
his orders ? Will they be engaged in important
fervices to prefent and future creations, and the
inftruments of divine beneficence -to worlds
now unknown? A philofophic curiofity would
pry into thefe things, and even a pious thirft
-for knowledge would be fatisfied ; but alast
"we know not what anfwer to give to thefe in-
: quiries,

- —
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quiries, till the light of eternity fhall break up-
onus.. But, e o
5. The Sons of Gon, .in confequence of their
improvements natural and moral, and of their
exalted fervices and employments will be made-
{o exquifitely happy as they can have now no.
ideas of the felicity. R L

- 'We know not what it is, in the prefent ftate,.
to have every want fupplied, every defire fatis-.

fied, and all our vaft capacity of happinefs fill-

ed to the utmoft ; and therefore we can form no-
juft conceptions of our future felves, when we.
thall be thus perfettly happy. . . . .
Behold, ye Sons of Gop ;:behold the won-.
ders that open before you! fee to what vaft.
things you are born! Can you furvey this myf-
tery, and not be loft in pleafing wonder, and-
cry out, # Behold! what manner of love is:
# beftowed on us !* ) o
Alas! can ye forget c?'o'm: own happinefs ; and
let your thoughts and affections run out upon
the things of this world, as.if they were your.
portion ? Shall the King’s Sons thus degrade
their dignity,-and depreciate their inheritance ?
- And you, unhappy finners ; ye who are not,
the Sons of Gop by regeneration, what do you.

~ think of your cafe, when it is the very reverfg,
~of all this? Your fouls,. indeed, will be enlarg-

ed, but enlarged only that they may be more.
capacious veflels for torment; and your bodies
fhall be made ftrong and immortal, but'it will,
be to bear ftrong; immortal mifery. Inftead of;
+ Vor. 1IL Bb becoming
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becoming perfe ‘in holinefs you will arrive to:
an horrid perfection in fin. As all fin will be -
rooted out from -the hearts of the Childrers of
Gop, fo ‘all the virtuotis and amiable qualities
you might retain in this world will fall frem
you : and-as the Children of Gop will be tranf.
formed into pure unmingled holinefs, you will
degencrate I Fto puré” anmingled’ wickednefs,
and confequently you muft be as miferable’ag
they will be’ happy,-and all your enlarged. ca~
paeities witkbe as. f?uH of torment ‘as ‘theirs' of
Blifs. ‘P may therefore: -adapt the text to you,
finners : now you are the childreq of the devil 5
= But it ‘doth: not appear what you (halt be ;*
you- know ‘not what prodigies 'of vengdante,’
what miracles of -mifery you {hal be made =
therefore awake frotit your careleftiefs and neg-
lect; and fek earneftly to become thé Chrldrgrv
of Gon. '

NI, and }ai’dy Iprocted to fhow in whar
refpects te Sons:of Gop are unknown to t‘he?
world, and miftaken by them. .

The irreligious world may fee'a. conﬁderabld
difference between thofe that are, in the judg-
meiit' of ‘charity, the Children of Gon, and

others; but this they rather look upow as aw

odious ﬁngulanty, than as a pecaliar glory snd
éxcellenncy. - They may fee their life 1s not acw
cording’ to the- courfe of this world ; and; if
they ‘were witnefles: to their fecret devomons, ort
eculd penetvata -their hearts, they would fec &

. vaftly

-
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vaftly greater difference ; but; by how much
the greater the difference, by fo much the mere
they hate them. And though, they ftill profefs
d mighty veneration for religion, yet, where-
ever it appears, they hate, oppafe, and afperfe
it; not indeed under that honeurable name,
but under fome odious charaéter thay will cloke
their wickednefs, and the meore effectually exs
pofe- it. They love religion; they fay, and
Gon forbid they fhould {peak a word againft it,
but they hate hypociify, precifenefs; &c. and
wherever a perfon appears temarkably religious,
they will be fure to. brand hint with fome of
thefe. odious names. Thus living Cheiftianity,
and its profeflors have always maet with more
contempt and -hatred in the world; than eafy
and pliable, or. even the moft profligate and
abandoned finners." . - - S
Now this is owirig td the ignorance of the
world as to-what the Sons of Gop fhall erélong
be. They do not look upon ther as fuch fa-
vaurites of heaven ; otherwife, they would not
dare to defpife them at fuch a rate. The Sons
of Gob are princed im difguife; and therefore
they. ar¢ not gxoWn- by:a blind world, who; as
they are ignorant of their Father, earinot dif-
cern his features m them.... .- - . | -
O fomers! could yoia-hut feb in all hie fus
ture glory the meaneft .faint whom you new
contemn, . and ridicule; how would it aftonith
yoir! it would tempt you rather 1o thegxtrems
if adoration, than contempt: how willingly
- Bb2z - . would
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would you-change conditions with him! Well, .
ftay a little, and there will be a full # manifefta<

# tion of the Sons of Gob (4).* You will then

fee thofe whom you now account ftupid mopifh

creatures, that have -no tafte for the pleafures

of life, thining more ‘glorious ‘than the fun;

happy as their naturescan admit; and, in their

humble fphere, refembling Gop himfelf.

It is, however, all things copfidered, an in<
ftance of divine wifdom, that “ it does not yet
b gppear” to ithemfelves or to others what the
Sons_ of Gop fhal/be.. Such a manifetation
would- quite ftun and oonfound the world, and
ftrike it into a torpid confternation. It would
render- the Children of Gob utterly impatient of
the prefent life and its employments, and even
of the law devption.of the church: on earth; it
would put an end to the neceffary activity about
temporal ' concerns, break off -the defigns. of
providence, and quite alter the form.of admini-
- ftration in this world,. Therefore the manifefla:
¢ion is wifely put off to the moft-proper feafon. -

. I fhall now conclude with a few refletions.

" Firft, What a ftate of darknefs:and imper-
fection is-this! We flipped into being we know
not how, and remember nothing of our own
formation, :and we fhall be erelong we kbhow
not-what. - Alas!| how' fhort-are our views {
all before us is impenttrable darknefs,:and we
can fee but a very little: way behind us. .. vfg‘;it

L.y 5) Rom yviii. 19.
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fmall caule then have the wifeft of us to be
elated with our own knowledge! In compari-
fon of angelic Beings, and even of our future
felves, we fee no more than the mole groveling
in the earth, compared with the keen-eyed'
acrial eagle mounting aloft. - '

Secondly, But what furprifing difcoveries of
things will flath upon us when we enter into

.the other world! O! my Brethren, when we
afcend the heavenly mount, and take large fur-

veys all around of the immenfity of the works
af Gop, when the unveiled perfections of the
Deity fuddenly fhine upon our eyes in all their
naked glory, upon our waking from the fleep
of death, how fhall we be loft in wonders!
What fcenes of contemplation will then open
upon our gazing minds! How fhall we beafto-
mihed at ourfelves, and ready to vent our fur--
prife in fome fuch ftrains as thefe; * Is this I,-
. who fo lately was groveling in yonder-world 1
¢ how changed! how ennobled! how glorified !
¢ Isthis the foul that was once fo overrun with
« the lepioly of fin! once fo blind and dark!
« once fo perverfe and depraved ! fo feeble and
“ weak ! tormented with vain anxieties and -
¢ trifling cares, or tranfported with .empty -
¢ joys and delufive profpects! is this the foul
“ that had fo many hard confliéts with temp-

“¢ tations, that felt fuch thocks of jealoufy, -and

“ {o often languifhed under defponding fears.of .

‘¢ never feeing this glorious place! O how
< changed! how free from every anxious care !

Bbj ¢ unmolefted
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¢ unmolefted by fo much as a guilty thought!
“ nobly triumphant over fin and forrow, and.
- <« all that it feared in its mortal ftate! And is
«¢ this my once frail, mortal body ! my incum-
*¢ brance in yonder world! how amazingly
« transformed ! how glorioufly fafhioned ! 'O
‘“ to what a pitch.of excellency and blifs can
‘s almighty grace raife the meaneft worm ! and.
“ O} in what raptures of praife fhould I cele-
* brate this grace through all eternity " Thus.
may we think the glaritied faint would exprefs.
- his wonder. But alas! we know juft pothing
about it. 'The fenfations and language of im-
mortals are beyond our comprehenfion. But,

" Thirdly, We are juft on the brink of this.

furprifing ftate. A few years, perhaps a few

moments may open to our eyes thefe amazing. -

_ feenes ; the next day,.or the next hour they
may flath upon us ; and O! where are we then?
in what a ftrange world! among what new
beings | and what fhall we then be ! O! how
amazingly transformed ! Should you fee a clod

fram beneath your feet rifing and.brightening -
into a ftar, or fhining like the noon-day fun,
the transformation would not be half fo afto- -

nithing. Then we have done with all beneath

the fun; all the little things of this trifling

world will vanith at once like a vapour ;

and all before us will be the moft impostant

angd majeflick realities, Therefore,

: Fqin*thl,y,

I
1
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- Fourthly, How aftonithing is it that we
fhould think {0 little of what is before us! thag
we fhould ftill ftumble on in the dark, thought-
lefs of thefe approaching wonders! Ye Sons of

Gop, what are you doing, that you think na
more of your relation to Gop, and your hea-
venly inheritance? If a large eftate, or the
government of a kingdom fhould fall to you
to-morrow, and you weré told of it befores
hand, would it not always dwell upon' your
thoughts, and keep you awake this night with
the eager profpect? What! would things com-
paratively low fix your attention ! and can you
be thoughtlefs of a glory and a blifs that infi-
nitely furpafs all your prefent conceptipns?
And you, unregenerate finners, though | cans+
not fay you are near to glory, yet I may afiure
you, you are near to the eternal world, and all
its folemn wonders : this night perhaps you
may be there; and if you land there in yout
prefent condition, you are undone, you aye
ruined, you are. inconceivably miferable . for
ever. 'Therefore, R

- Fifthly, O finners, why do you not labour
10 become the Sons of Gop now while you
_may? Confider what prodigies of mifery, what
‘monuments of vengeance you will foon be, if
“you' continue unregenerate | ‘Alas ! Sirs, i does
not yet appear what you fhall fooni be, other-
wile you could 'nd more reft in your prefent
<afe than u the top of ‘a maft, or.upon -
‘burning coals.. .And, poor creatures ! haveyou .
Lo . Bb 4 a mind

KN
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a mind to be initiated into thefe horrid myfteries .
of wo, and be taught them by experience?
Will not you believe the repeated declarations .

of eternal truth, that they are intolerably dread-
ful, and that, till you are the Sons of Gop, till
you are born again, and have the difpofitions
of children towards him, you cannot have a
moment’s fecurity for efcaping them? Alas}
muft pity you, and I call upon all the Children
of Gop to pour out the tears of their compaf-
fion over you. ‘
- Sixthly, 'Let me. call upon all the Sons of
Gonb in this affembly to admire his love in con-
ferring this dignity upon them: * Behold!
# what manner of love 1s this, that we fhould
# be called the Gons of Gop !* Confider what
you were, guilty rebellious creatures, condemn-
ed to everlafting tortures ; and you will own,
that to be juft delivered from hell, though it
had been by annihilation, would be an incon-
ceivable favour for you: but for you to be
made the Sons of Gop, ‘to be made glorious be-
yond the reach of thought, to be transformed
into happy fometbings that you can now form
no ideas of, and this too at the expence of the
blood of Gop ; what love is this! Go home,
and forget it if you can. Ceafe to love Gop if
ou can. 1 may as well bid you live without
eathing if you can.

Seventhly, Let me conclude with this reflec-
tion : how honourable, how bappy, how glo-
 rious are the Sons of Gop ! how immentfe their

S ' privileges!

-
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privileges! how rich their inheritance | Why
then are they fo backward to enter upon it ?
how unaccountable, how abfurd their

attachment to this world, and their unwilling-
nefs to die! Why fo much afraid of afcending
to their Father’s houfe? Why fo thy of glory
‘and blifs? Why fo fond of flavery and impri-
.fonment? O! my Brethren, be always on the
* wing, ready for flight, and be always looking
out, and crying, * Come, Lorp JEsus, come
» quickly.®*  Amen. '

SERMON
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SERMON XXXIV,
‘A Sermon on the Néw-Year.' '
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JEREMIAH XXVIL 16,
This year thou fhalt die. +

#7438 HIL E we are entering upon the
¥ w g threfhold of a new year it may be
proper for us to ftand, and paufe,
@wers and take a ferious view of the occur-
rences that may happen to us this year, that
we may be prepared to meet them. Future
contingencies are indeed unknown to us, and
this ignorance is as agreeable to our prefent ftate,
and as conducive to our improvement and h
pinefs, asour knowledge of the things which it
concerns us to know. But though we cannot
prediét to ourfelves the particular events that
" may befal us, yet the events of life in general
in a vague indeterminate. view are not fo con-
o » _ tingent
-+ TFhis Sermon was preached at the College at 'Na[fha-ilaﬂ,.
and confequently to a namber of young: perfons, Fewuary 11761+
The Author died the 4th of February following.
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fingent' and unknowable as to leave no room
for rational fuppofitions, and probable expecta-
tions. ‘There are certain events which regulai-
ly happen to us every year, and therefore we
may expect them this year. There are others
which fometimes occur 1n the compafs of a year,
and fometimes do not; fuch are many of the
bleflings and affliCtions of life; of thefe we
fhould be apprehenfive, and prepare for them.
And there are events which we know are before
us, and we are fure they will occur, but at
what particular time they will happen, whether
this year or next, whether this day or to-mor-
row, is to.us an utter uncertainty. Such is
that interefting event, the clofe of the prefent
life, and our entrance into eternity.- That we
- muft die, is as certain as that we now live ; bt
the hour or year when iskindly and wifely con-
¢ealed from us that we may be always ready,
and. ftand in the pofture of conftant vigilant
expectation, that we may not be furprifed.
But certainly it becomes us to refle@ ferioufly
upon the mere poffibility of this event happen-
ing this year, and realize to ourfelves thofe im-
portant confequences that refult from this fup-
pofition. . ‘The mere poffibility of this may
juftly affe€t us more than the certain, expecta-
tion of any other futurity. And it isnot only
voffible, but highly probable Death may meet
F:me of us within the compafs of this year.
Yes, it is highly probable that if fome .pro-
phet, like Feremiab, thould open to us the Bookf

R T s . Of
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of the divine decrees, one or other of tis would

there fee our fentence, and the time:of its ex:
ecution fixed. # Thus faith the Lorn,—thi$
* yedr thou fhalt die.# There fome ofius wonid
find it written, “ This year thou fhalt enjoy
¢« a feries of profperity, to try if the goodnels
‘¢ of Gop 'will lead thee to repentance.” Others
might read- this melancholy line, < This year
“ fhall be to thee a feries of affliCtions; this
« year thou .fhaltlofe thy deareft earthly fups
«_port and comfort ; .this year. thon:fhalt pine
« away with ficknefs, or agonize with tarturing
“ pain, to try if thekind feverities of a Father’s
¢« rod will reduce thee to thy duty.” Others, I
hope, would .read the gracious decree, ¢ This
“ year thy ftubborn fpirit, after long refiftance,
© <« fhall be f{weetly conftrained to bow to the
*¢ defpifed Gofpel of Curist.. This year fhalt
¢ thau .bé bofn a child of Gop, and an Heir
« of happinefs, which the revolution of years
¢ fhall mesier, never terminate.” O happy and
glorious.event!  May we hope -this mercy is
. referved - amhong ‘the fecrets of heaven for any
thoughtlefs impenitent finner among us? And
‘that the decree will bring forth this year? this
year which finds us in a dead fleep, ftupidly
carelefs of our everlafting interefts, and which,

if like the preceding, will be a feafon of thought-

- lefs impenitence and prefumptuous fecurity!

~ Qthers perhaps- would read this tremendous
~ doom, ¢ This year my fpirit, fo long refifted,’

#¢ fhall ceafe to ftrive with thee ; this year [ will

v : « give

e e a4 .
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L Five thee up to thine own hedrt’s hifts, ‘and
“ {wear in my wrath thou fhalt not enter into
“ my reft.* O! difmal fentence! None can
equal it in terror but one, and that 15, * Des
# part from me, ye curfed, into everlafting fire ;*
and the former i3 an infallible prefage of the
latter. Others (O let our fouls dwell upon the
thought !) would probably find the doom of the
falfe prophet Hananiah pronounced againft
them, # Thus faith the Loxp, BeholM; I will
* caft thee from off the face of the earth: this
« year thou fhalt die.* ' -

This year you may dse, for your life is the great=
eft uncertdinty in the world. You have .no
sdfurarice of another year, another day, or everi
another moment. = o

This year you may die, becaufe thoufands have
- died fince the laft New-years-day; and this
year will be of the fame kind with the lafk;
the duration of mortals; a time to die. Fhe
catfes of dedth both in the human conftitution;
and in the world without will exift and opes
rate in this year as well as in the laft.-

This year you may dse, for thoufands of others
will die; it is certain they will, and why may
not you? What peculiar fecurity have you to
confide in'? i tho h‘ L

This year you muay die, through you are young s
for the%,regiggs of ’:he dead l%avZ‘ been c?;gwded ’

with perfons of your age; and no age is the o

leaft fecurity againft the ftroke of death. -
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t Fhisyear you may di¢, theugh: 'you are now in
health and vigour, and your conftitution feems

to promife 4 long: life s for thoufands of fuch

- will be_ hurried into the eternal world this year;
es theéy Kave been in yedts pafti * The principles
- of death 'may be eveni now working within you,

notwithffanding the feeming firmnefs of your
conftinition ; ‘and you may be a pale cold lifes
lefs “corps; fooner -thary thc mvahd whofe hfe
is apparently near its clofe..” -+
" -Tbis year you may die;: thoughwu :re fall of
bufmeﬁ thoughi you -have - projécted many
fchemés ‘which it maybe the work of years to
exécute, iand which afford you many bright
'and(ﬁaittermg{ profpets: - Death will ot con-
fult Your: lerfure, nos- be-put ‘off ¢il ‘another
that'yow may -accomplith-your & '
Thoufands, have died before you,- and wiil die
this year amidft their golden - profpects, and
whilé fpinning out their'eternal {chemes.  And
wht - has happencd w them may bappen to

you.

yet finithed your education, zwr fixed in life,
“but are preparing to appear in the world, and
perhaps: elated: with the profpeét of the ﬁg

-you wilk make i i | Many fack abertive ftu-
“ dants are-now in 'the duft. ‘Many that had:
paffed through a laborious courfe of preparation
m publick:life, and had infpired their friends,
as well as themfelves, with-high hopes, have
bem fratched: away 4s they wore jult Iepping:

upon

%syearyou may dies thou gh - ycm have not |
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;11[‘).011 the ftage: and this may be your doem
o - . '

. This year you may die, though you are not
prepared for it. When' death fhews you his
- warrant under the great feal of heaven, it will
be no excufe to plead, * I am: not ready.”
Though the confequence of your dying unpre- -
pared will be your everlafting ruin, yet that
dreadful confideration will have no weight to
delay the execution. . e
* This year you may dse, - though you deliberately
delay your preparation, and put it off to fome
futuretime. You may fix upon the next year,
or the decline of life, as the feafon for: religion,
but that time may never be at your difpofal.
Others may live to fee it,. but.you may be in-
?ulphed in the boundlefs ocean of eternity-be--
ore it arrives, and your time for preparation . -
may beover forever. - - . .
This year you may die, though you are unwill-
ing to admit the thought, Death does;not
flacken his pace towards you, becaufe you hate
him and are afraid of his approach. Yaqur
not realizing. your latter end as near does not
remove it to a greater diftance, Think of it
or not you muft die: your want of thought
can be no defence; and you know, not how
foonn you muft feel what you cannot-bear to
think of. S e T
. “Tbis year you may die, though you may ftreng-
ly hope the contrary, and flatter yourfelf with,
the expe@ation of a length of years. You will
: ) : not

N ’
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not perhaEs admit the thought of a fhort abor-
tive' life, but notwithftanding this you may be’
alifelefs corps before this year finifhes its revo-
lution. ‘ . o
- Thus it appears very poflible, that one or-
other of us may die this year. - Nay, it is very"
probable as well as poffible, if we confider that"
1t is a very uncommon, and almoft unprece-'
dented thing, that not one fhould die in a whole'

* “year. out of fuch an affembly asthis. More than-
one have died the year -paft, who made a part’
of our affembly laft New-year’s-day. There-

- fore let each of us, (for we know not on whom'«
the lot may fall) realize this poffibility, .this:
alarming probability, ¢ This year I maydie.” -

And what if you fhould ? Surely'you may"
be ftartled at this queftion: for O! the fur-
prizing change! O! the ‘important confe-’
quences ! SRR :

* If you fhould die this year, then all your doubts, -
all the anxieties of blended hopes and fears about’
your ftate and character will terminate forever |
n full convition. If you are impenitent fin-"
ners all the artifices of felf-flattery will be able
to make you hope better things no longer ; but -
the dreadful difcovery will flafly upon you with”

- the refiftlefs blaze of intuitive evidence. You '
will fee, you will feel yourfelves fuch. If you -

- lie under the condemnation of the divine law
you will ‘no longer be able to flatter yourfelves '
with better hopes. The execution of the pe-~ °
nalty will fadly convince you of the tremendous *

-Voe, III. - Cec truth, -

Al
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truth. To difpute it would be to difpute the
gﬁpgﬁ heart-felt fenfations of the moft exquifite:
ifery. But on the other hand if your fears
and doubts are the honeft anxieties of a fincere:
felf-diffident heart, ever jealous of itfelf, and-
afraid of every miftake in a matter of fuch vaft.
importance, you will meet with the welcome.
demontftration of your fincerity, and of yaur
bairf‘xg unqueftionably the favourites of heaven..
Senfation will afford. you conviction, and you-
will believe what you fee. In (hort, the poffi-.
bility that this year may. be your laft, may be
joyful tidings to yon, If you die this year, this-
year you {hall be in heaven, imparadifed in the
bofom of Gop. And is it pofiible your falva-
tion is.fo near | Tran{porting thought!
" It would be eafy. to enumerate feveral happy -
confequences of death with regard to thofe who
have ipent their life in preparation for it ; and -
the nearnefs of death, inftead of ftriking them
with terror, may heighten the tranfport of ex-
étation. It would afford me no imall plea~
fure to trace thofe blefled confequences, and it
would be an act of kindnefs and compaffion to-
the heirs of heaven, many of whom go on-
- mourning and trembling even towards the re-
giony of bappinefs, as though they were going
to the place of execution, and anticipate but -
very little of thofe infinite pleafures which are fo -
_ near at hand. But I intend to devote the pre- -
fent hour chiefly to the fervice of a part, perhaps .
the greater part of my hearess, who are in a_
. more

w -
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more dangeroud and alarming fituationl, Lmedh
fuch whe may die this year, and yet are not
prepared ;' fuch who ate as near to hell as they
are to death, and confequently ftand in need of
the inoft powerful and 1mmediate¢ applications
left they be undone forever beyond retavery.
To you therefore, my dear Brethren, my
fellow-mortals, my fellow-candidates for eter-
nity, whofe everlafting ftate hangs in a dread
ﬁlﬁ);enfe, who- have a -fecret conviftion, that
you are not qualified for admiffion into the
kingdom of heaven, and who ¢annot promife
yourfelves that you fhall net fink into the ihfer<
nal pit this year, but upon this fuppofiion,
which is the  moft precarious and doubtful in
the world, namely, that you fhall live out ano~+
ther year; to you I would addrefs myfelf with
affeCtionate tendernefs, and yet with plainnefs
and pungency. And I beg your moft folemn
attention to an affair of infinite moment, to
which yet you may not have another year to
attend. ‘ o o g '
This year you may die: and fhould ie
this year,y:youywill bey forever cu{lgf fr}Z:l all
the pleafures of life.. Then farewel, an ¢ver-
lafting farewel to all the mirth ahd gaety, the

~tempting amufements and vain delightsofy6uth.

Farowel to all the pleafures you derive from the

fenfes, and all the gratifications of adppetite.

This year the fun may-lofe his huftre as to you,
and all the lovely profpe&s of nature may be<
come a difmal blank. To you mufic miy lefe

- Ccaz all
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all her charms, and die away into everlafting.
filence ; and all the gratifications of the palate,
may become infipid. When' you: lie in the
cold grave, you will be as dead to fuch fenfa-:
tions as the clay that covers you. "Then fare-
wel to all the pompous but empty pleafures of
riches aud honours. The pleafures both of en-

joyment.and expeftation from this quarter will.
fall forever. But this is not all.” - :
- If you fhould die. this year, you will have no.
pleafures, no enjoyments to fubftitute for thofe:
you will lofe. . Your: capacity and eager thirft
for happinefs will. continue, nay, will grow
more ftrong and violent in that improved adult

ftate.of your nature.. And yet you will have
no good, real or imaginary, to fatisfy it; and:
confequently the capacity of happinefs will be-

come a capacity of mifery; and the privation
of pleafure will be pofitive pain. Can imagi-
nation feign any thing more wretched than a

creature formed for the enjoyment of -the infi-

nite good, pining away forever with hungry.
raging defires, without the leaft degree of gra-

tification! banifhed at once from the fupreme
good, and from all the created enjoyments that

- were wont to be poorly fubftituted in his ftead !

Yet this may be your cafe in the fhort compafs

of the following year. O! what a terrible
change | What a prodigious fall ! o
- Should you die this year, all your hopes and

profpects as to -future life will perith abortive.
Several of you are now in a ftate of education,
b & e - preparing
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" peintment ! Otherwife, . i “ e
i If you die this year, you will not onlybe cut
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preparing to enter-upon the ftage of the world ;
and you are perhaps often pleafing yourfelves
with gay and magnificent dreams about the
figure you willi make upon it. You may. bg
planning many fchemes to be accomplifhed:iry
the feveral periods of a long life ; and are :per-
haps already anticipating in idea the pleafuye,
the profit, or the honour you expeft to derive
from their execution. ' In thefe fond hopes
your affectionate Parents, Friends, and Teach-:

ers:concur- with generous pleafure. But alas!

in the fwift revolution of this beginning year,
all thefe fanguine expeltations and pleafing

- profpects may vanifh into fmoke. Youth is

the fealon of promife, full of fair blofloms ;.

but thefe fair blofoms may wither, and never

produce the expelted fruits of matarity. : Je:

‘may. perhaps be the defign of heaven,. that,

after all the flattering hopes and projetts, and ,
after all the pains and expence of a liberal edu-:
cation, you fhall never appear upon the public:

ftage ; or that you fhall vanifh away like:-a-
phantom, as foon as you make your appear- .
ance. - Certainly then you fhould extend your -
profpets beyond the limits of mortality ;- ex- .
tend them into that- world, whdre you will live"
te execute them, without therifk of a difap~"

off from all the flattering profpects of this life,:
but from all hope entirely, and forever. If you

dije in your ,f'ms,. you will hefixed in an un- ;

L Cc3y " changeable

s

i

-
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changeable ftate of mifery; a ftate that will
admit of no expectation but that of uniform oy
rather ever-growing mifery; a ftate that ex-
¢ludes all hepe of making a figure, except ag
the monuments of the vindictive juftice of Gop,
and the deadly effe@s of fin. How affecting is
the idea of a promifing youth cut off from the
land of the living, ufelefs and hopelefs in bothy
worlds ! fallen from 'the fummit of hoEe, into
the gulph of everlafting defpair ! Yet this may
be your doom, my dear youth, your doom this
very yéar, itl’lou fhould die in your fins.
. Bf you fbould die this year, then all the eafe and:
pleafure you now derive from thoughtlefsnefs,
felf-flattery, and fupprefling the teftimony of
: r confciences will forever be at'an end. Yoy
will then be obliged to view yourfelves 1n a juft
light, and to know the very worft of your con-
dion, The fecret plaudits of felf-flattery will:
be forever filenced, and confcience will recover
itfolf from that fate of infenfibility into which
you have caft it by repeated ‘violences, and, as
exafperated by your ill treatment, it will become’
your gverlafting tormentor ; it will do nothmg
but 'accufe and upbraid you forever : you will
never more be able to entertain fo much as ene
favourable thought of yourfelves, And what a
wretched ftate will this be! for a mantobe -
felf-condemned 1 to difapprove of his whole paft
conduét! to be pleafed with nething in himflf,
but heartily, though with horror, to concur ify -
the condemning fentence of the fupreme | udgeé |
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and the whole creation! to efteem himflf a
fool, afinner, a mean fordid wretch ; an ene-
my to himfelf, and the whole univerfe; a felf- -
~ «deftroyer, an outcaft from all happinefs, and

from the fociety of all ha’ppz Beings ; an un-

lovely, odious, -ufelefs, mmferable, defpairing

creature forever! O miferable fituation! Dods

it not alarm you to think you may be fo aear

it? ' ' :

If you fhoudd die this year, you will be deprived
for{v{ta' of all the meazzse of (};?:rlatim.' All thefe
are confined to the prefent life, and have no
place in the world of eternal punifhment. There
the thunders of the divine Law roar; but the
gentle voice of the Gofpel never founds. There .
the Lion of the tribeof fudah rends the prey; but
never exhibits himfelf as a Lamb that was {lain,
an Atonement for fin, and the Saviour of the
.guilty. There conicience exerts its power, not
‘toexcite the medicinal anguifh of kindly rep
‘tance, but the hopelefs horrors of cvc'r}:xs:'g
defpair.  There Jenovan works, but net to
enable the finner to work out his own falvation,
but to touch all the fprings of painful fenfatioti,
and open all the fources of mifery in the cri-
mirmal. There Mercy no more diftributes her
bounties, but Juftice reignsin her awful rigors.
“There the fanétifying Spirit no more comm-
‘nicates his purifying all-healing influences,  btit
fin, the great Apollyon, diffufes 1ts deadly poifon.
In a word, when you leave this ftate of trial,
all the difcipline of the prefent ftate, all your
) Ccq advantages



292 A Sermon on the New-year. Serm.34.

advantages for falvation, all the means of grace,
.and all the encouragements of hope will be for-
ever removed out of your reach; and confe-
.quently all poffibility of your falvation will °
ceafe %revcr; for when the neceflary means
are taken.away, the end becomes utterly im-
‘poffible. Therefore, ' 4
... 3 you fbould die this year, all your hopes of hea-
ven will vanifh forever. No more happinefs
for'you! You . have received your portion in
this life, a. few years of fordid unfatisfattory
Jhappinefs; and an _entire eternity of mifery,
.permanent, exquifite, confummate mifery fol-
Jows behind ! No ‘more honour for you, but
fhame and everlafting contempt. No more in-
telleCtual amufements ! no more pleafing ftu-
dies! no more gentle beams of fcience! but the
‘blacknefs of - darknefs forever! intenfe poring
-upon. your hopelefs wretchednefs! tormenting
recollections of your paft folly and madniefs in
.voluntarily ruthing into the pit! No agreeable
«companion! no fympathizing friend! no relax.
ation! no pleafing exercife! no encouraging
profpects | no comforting reviews ! no friendly
intercourfe with heaven | no token of love, no
gift of grace from the Father of mercy! none
of the conicious.joys of felf-approbation | no
‘hope in the future! no relief from the paft!
-no refuge, no efcape, at the expence of exift-
ence, into the gulph of annihilation ! but above
an angry Gob and. a loft heaven! lebind a mif-
fpent life and opportunities of falvation irreco-
: verably
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_verably loft ! within a .guilty remorfeful con-
fciencé, an implacable felf-tormentor! around
malignant enraged ghofts, mutual tormentors !
before an eternity of hopelefs mifery, .extending
infinitely beyond the ken of fight! Q! tremen-
dous doom | who can bear the thought ?
And is it poffible it {hould be fo near to any
.of us ?. Where is the unhappy creature that we
-may all drop our tears over him ? 'Where is he ?
-Rather, where is he not ? An impenitent fin-
.ner is almoft every where to be found ; and
.that is.the wretched creature who ftands. every
:moment upon the flippery brink of this horrible
- .precipice; and this year, nay this hour, for
.what mortals or angels know, he may be
g thrown down, engulphed, and loft forever.
. And is this a fafe fituation for you, thought-
lefs, fool-hardy mortals! Does it become 3 you
. .in fuch a fituation to:be chearful, ‘merry, and
.gay; or, bufy, reﬁlefs, and laborious In the
- purfuits of this tranﬁtory life ? Does it become
-you to dread nothing but the difafters and cala-
_mities of the prefent ftate, or fpin out your
;eternal {chemes of . grandeur, riches, qr plea-
fure, in. hopes to accomplith them within the
. narrow uncertain limits of time allotted to you?
* - Alas! before another year has run its hafty
- round the world and all that it contains, all i lts
. purfuits and enjoyments, all its cares and for-
. rows, may be as infignificant to you as the gran-
-deur of Cefar, or the riches of the world before
'the flood. ~ Earthly riches or poverty, liberty
- or
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or flavery, honour or difgrace, joy or forrow,
ficknefs or health, may in this year become as
little your concern, and be as much nothing to
you as to your coffin, or the duft that fhall
¢over it, or to Fudas that has been gone to his
own place above feventeen hundred years.
" " Does it riot rather become you to turn your
‘thoughts to another enquiry, * Is it poffible
“ for me to ¢fcape this impending danger?
“ Where, how, whence may I obtain deliver-
 ance?” If you are not defirous ferioufly to -
attend to this enquiry, it will be to no purpofe
for me to folve it : to you it will appear asa
folemn trifle, or an impertinent epifode. But
- if you will lay it to heart, if you will as it were
- give me your word that you will pay a proper
regard to it, I fhall enter upon the folution with
‘the utmoft alacrity. ' '

I affure you then, in the firft place, your .
cafe is not yet defperate, unlefs you choofe to
make it {o; that is, unlefs you choofe to perfift
In carelefsnefs and impenitence as you have hi-
‘therto done.  If you now begin to think feri-
‘oufly upon your condition, to.break off from
~ your fins, and attend m good ‘earneft upon the
means appointed for your falvation, there is
‘hope concerning you; yes, miferable finners!
there is hope thar this year, which now finds
"you in fo deplorable a ftate, will introduce you
into another, under the bleffing of heaven, fafe
‘from all danger, and entitled to everlafting
‘happinefs.- . - . -

i I prefume
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- I prefume you all know fo well the external
means you fhould ufe for your falvatien, that I
‘need not particularly direct you to them. You
all know that Prayer, Reading, and Hearing
the Word of Go b, Meditation upon divine
things, free Conference with fuch as have been
taught by experience to direct you in this diffi<
eult work; you all know, I fay, that thefe
are the means inftituted for your converfion {
and if you had right views of things, and a juft
temper towards them, you would hardly need
inftruétion or perfuafion to make ufe of them.
But to give you fuch views, and infpire you
with fuch a temper, this is the difficulty. O!
that I knew how to undertake it with fuccefs?
I can only give you fuch directions as appear
to me proper and falutary, but it is the al-
mighity power of Gop alone that can give them
force and efficacy. 2 ’
" You muft learn to think, to think ferioufl
and. folemnly upan your danger; and the necd{
fity of a fpeedy efcape. You muft retire from
the croud, from talk, diffipation, bufinefs, and’
amufement, and converfe with yourfelves alone
in penfive folitude, ‘ o

ou muft learn to think patiently upon fub-
jects the moft melancholy and alarming, your
prefent guilt and depravity, and your dreadful
. doom fo near at hand, if you continue in your
prefent condition. The mind, fond of eafe,
and impatient of fach mortifying and painfut
thoughts, will recorl, and fly off; and feck for
: refuge’
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refuge in every trifle: but you muft-arreft- and
confine it to thefe. difagreeable fubjeéts; yon
muft force upon it this medicinal pain, as you
often farce your ftomach, when your health re-
quires &. -There: is no morofenefs in this ad-
vice, no ill-patured- defign upon your pleafure
and happinefs. On the other hand, it is in-
tended to procure you more pleafure and hap-
pinefs than you can poffibly obtain any ather
way : it is intended to prevent many forrowful
days and years, nay a corapleat eternity of mi-
fery. The alternative propofed to you is not,
Whether you fhall feel the bitter anguifh of
Repentance, or not. Whether you fhall be
_penfive and ferious, or not. Whether, you
fhall think upon gloomy and alarming fubje(ts,
or not.. , This is not at all the ftate of the cafe ;
for you muf feel  the forrows of repentance ;
you muft be thoughtful and penfive ; you muf
confine ‘your ‘minds to fubjets of terror; you
muft, whether you will or net ; it isutterly un-
avoidable. . But the only alternative propofed
to your choice is, Whether you will volunta-
rily fubmit to the kindly hopeful medicinal
preventive forrows of repentance in this ftate
of trial, which will iffue in everlafting joy ; or be
forced to fubmit to- the defpairing pangs, and
ufelefs deftructive horrors of too late a repent-
ance in .the eternal .world; which will onl
torment you, but not fave you; which will be
your punifhment, and not-a mean of your re-.
formation, . or a preparative . for happinefs..
. ' Whether
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Whether 'you will confine your thoughts for a
tife to the contemplation of your prefent mife~-
rable circumhftances, while hope irradiates even
the darkeft glooms of difcouragement, and the
gofpel opens fuch bright and inviting profpes
beyond thofe melancholy views that now firft
prefent themfelves to your thoughts ; or" whe-
ther you will choofe to pine-away a doleful eter-
nity in fullen intenfe hopelefs porings upon
your remedilefs mifery, in pale reviews of paft
folly, and fhocking furveys of endlefs ages of
wo before you. This is-the-true ftate of the
cafe ; and can you be at a lofs what choice to
make? Does not the voice of reafon, the voice
of confcience, of felf‘intereft and felf-love, as
well asthe voice of Gop, diret you to choofe a
few ferious, fad, folemn, forrowful, penitent
hours now, rather than to invert thé choice,
and to purchafe a few hours of prefumptuous
eafe at the expence of a wretched defpairing
eternity ! O choofe life, that you - may : live.
While you indulge a trifling levity of mind, and
a roving diffipation of thought, there 1s no
hope you:will ever ferioufly attend to your moft
important intereft, or ufe the means of grace
in earneft... Hence it is that | have made 1t fo |
much my endeavour to day to make you feri-
ous and thoughtful. To enforce this, let me’
repeat what I think cannot but have fome effect ;-
efpeciallyas it comes. not-from the Pricfthood,
but the Court ; and from a Courtier as eminent
as England ever.boafted.. . . “AI

. : 13 1

3.
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“ Ah! my Friends! while we lagh, all
¢ things are fersous round about us. Gobp is

«¢ ferious, who exercifeth pati¢nce towards us.

“ CHRisT is ferious, who fhed his bloed for
« us. The holy Ghott is ferious, who ftriveth
¢ againft the obftinacy of our hearts. The
 holy Scriptures bring to our cars the moft
« ferious things in the world. The holy Sa-

¢ craments reprefent the moft ferious and aw~

 ful matters. The whole Creation is ferious
*“ in ferving Gop and us.  All that are in Hea-
“ ven, or Hell are ferious. How then can
¢ we be gay ?” ’ ,
I pray you, my dear Brethren, yield an im-
mediate compliance. Do not delay this great
affair for another year till you are fure you
fhall live another year. You may perhaps have
time enough before you to work out your fal~
vation, if you immediately begin to improve if,
but, if you loiter, you may perifh for want of
time : the riches of the world will not be able.

then to redeem one of thole precious hours you |

now fquander away. s S
Let me now make you one of the moft rea-.
fonable, falutary, and advantageous propofals

that heaven itfelf can make to you; and thatis,

That you endeavour to enter upon this new:
year as new Creatures. Let the old man and his.

affetions and lofts die with the old year..
® Let the time paft of your life more than fuf-.

= fice you to have wrought the will of the flefh.
® What profit had you then in thofs thing:_
. f o .

"*‘-—-_- -
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» of which you fhould now be athamed ?#
How fhocking the thought that your old guilt
fthould follow you into the new year, and haunt
you in future times! O begin this year as you
would wifh to end your life! Begin it fo as to
give hopes that your future time will be fo {pent

- as to render death harmlefs, and even welcome -

to you. : .
: I{et the poffibility fuggefted in myy text, have
due weight with you, This year you may die.
- But perhaps fome of yoa may be mverting
this confideration, and whifpering to yourfelves,
“ This year I may not die:” and therefore
there is no immediate neceflity of preparation
for Death. But what if you fhould not die
this year if you ftill delay the great work for
‘which your time 1s given you ? Alas! if you
perfift in this, one would think it can give you.

~ but little pleafure whether you die this year or
- not ? What end will your life anfwer, but to

NI? 28

add to your guilt and increafe your punifh-.
ment? What fafety can another year afford
you when you muft die at laft? What valu-
able end do you intend to anf{wer in future life ?
Do you purpofe to fpend this year as you have -
done your paft years? What! m offending
your Gop| abufing his mercies! neglecting
the precious feafons of grace | hardeming your-
felves more and more in imipenitence! adding -
fin to fin, and treafuring up wrath againft the
day of wrath! Is it worth your while to live.

~ fer fueh horrid prepofterous purpofes as thefe..

Can
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Can you wifh for another year with thefe views?
Could you venture to pray for it? -Will the
prayer bear to be put into words? Come, put
on the hardinefs of an infernal Ghoft, that you
may be able to fupport yourfelves under the
horror of the found. ‘¢ Thou fupreme Excel- -
« lence! Thou Author of my being, and ‘all
“ my powers ! Thou Father of all my mercies!’
¢ Thou righteous Judge of the world! I have
¢ {pent ten, twenty, or thirty years in difpleaf-
‘» ing Thee and ruining myfelf ; but I am not
“ yet fatisfied with the pleafures of fuch a con-:
¢ duct. Grant me, Ipray thee, another year
¢ to fpend in the fame manner. Grant me
“ more mercies to abufe; more time to mif-:
. « fpend; more means. of -grace to neglect and-
«¢ profane.”—Could you now . fall upon your
knees, and prefent fuch petitions to Heaven?.
Surely you could not. Surely your frame would
fhudder, nay, would not the heavens gather-
blacknefs, and the earth tremble at the found !
But have your temper and pratice no language ?
Language exprefles the thoughts and intentions
of the mind; and are not the habitual temper
and practice a more certain difcovery of the
thoughts and intentions than mere words ? -
Words, which may be fpoken without a
thought, or in a paflion, and which may foon
be heartily retratted. But the temper and prac-
tice is a fteady and fure rule of judging, and -
decifive of a- man’s predominant charaéter. -

Therefore, while your temper and practice are . -~

c L . v - agreeable -
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agreeable to’ fuch a prayer, that is, while you

~ .are difpofed to fpend your time that Gop gives

ou in fin and impenitence, you are perpetually
infulting Heaven with fuch petitions, and that
too in a manner much more expreffive and
ftrong than if you fhould utter them in words.
And can you quietly bear the thought of this

* horrid blafphemy, which you are con{’(ant‘!g

breathing out againft Heaven? Can you wi

and pray for another year for this purpofe?
What though you fhould not die this year 2
Will this exempt you from death in another,

or from the punifhment of a mifpent life?
Alas ! no; this will only render you a greater

criminal, and a more miferable wretch in eter-
nity. OQne year of finning will make a dread-
ful addition to your account. - .
Therefore conclude, every one for himfelf,
«“ It is of little importance to me whether'I
* die this year, or not: but the only impor-
 tant point is, that I make a good ufe of my
¢ future time, whether it be longer or fhorter.”

"“This, my Brethren, is the only way to fecure
a happ{ New-year'; a year of Time, that will

lead tht way to an happy Eternity.

-
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