Digitized by GOOS[Q



(\li' ./1 < - ﬁ




fad

G4, '766%
s Wt




- REza 7£8g



ek A A

-

- S TR i S

-

-~

]

SERMONS

ON THE

Moft Userur and IMPORTANT
SUBJECTS
ADAPTED TO THE

FAMILY and CLOSET..

By the Rev. SAMUEL DAVIES, AM

" Late Prefident of the College at Pragegon in New-Ferfeys

In THREE VOLUMES.
VOL. L

To which are prefixed,

A SERMON on the Death of Mr DAviEks,
By SAMUEL FINLEY, DD
AND
Another Discourse on the fame Occafion,
together with an ELreciac POEM
to the’ Memory of Mr Davies,

By THOMAS GIBBONS, D.D.

"L ONDON:

Printed for the Benefit of thc AvTnor’s Widow, and fold by
~ J. Buckranp, and J. PayNe, in Pater-nofler-row, and E. and
C, Dirvy inthe Poultry, near the Manfion-houfe.

M.DCC.LXVL, -




LA




LYFERARf \awf Yog Awap ew g yaa g
AT ERAT R R PR

PREFACE

By the EDITOR.
#&3472% N epiftolary correfpondence
4+ A % commenced between the Rev. -

¥ Mr Samuel Doghes and my-
werg % felf in the year 1752, and
was continued till the time of his de-
ceafe. - ' 3

-When I began the intercourfe with
him T could not entertain any very pro-
bable hopes that we thould ever have an
interview in our world, but Mr Dawises’s .
vifit to Great Britain in the Year 1753,
with that venerable man the Rev. Mr
Gilbert Tennent of Philadelphia, to fo-
licit benefa&ions for the college of New-
Jer/ey, gave me a ‘pleafure beyond all
reafonable expeQation ; and the friend-~

fhip which was kindled at the diftance
| ' , Az of
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of feveral thoufand miles from each
other was increafed by free and frequent
converfes during the time, almolt a year,
of Mr Davies’s refidence on this fide
the Atlantic.

After his departure from our country
to America 1 received feveral letters
from Mr Dgvises, and had the honour
of being numbered among his particular
~ friends to whom he communicated the

very {ecrets of his bofom. |

Tna letter dated Septeméer 12, 1757,
Mr Davies (at that jun@ure fcarce reco-
vered from a violent and dangerous fe-
ver) thus writes to me.  « I want to live
“ after I am dead, not in name, but in
“ public ufefulnefs: 1 was therefore
¢ about to order in my will that all
“ my notes, which are tolerably full,
¢ might be fent to you to corret and
« publifh fuch of them as you might

- “judge conducive to the public’goed.

« Pray, what do you thmk of the pro-
144 Je&
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“ je@, if the like oceafion fhould re-
“ turn while you are among mortals ?”
. What anfwer I gave to my friend’s
propofal I cannot exa@ly recolle&, but
I am perfuaded that my affection to him
would not permit me to put a negative
upon his requeft.

On the 4th of Fe&ruar;y, 1761, this
excellent man was by a violent fever re-
moved from our world:..and, though
he died univerfally lamented yet as he
had an uncommon intereft in my affec~
tion while living, fo his deceafe opened
~ the fprings ‘of the moft afli®ing forrow
in my breaft, and perhaps I may truly
apply with a little variation the words of
the poet,

Multis ille flebilis occzdzt,

Nulli flebilior quam mibi——
HoraT. Od. Lib. I. Od, 24.

~ But, though the prophet is afcended,
his mantle is left behind. A very con-
fiderable number of his Sermons has
been tranfmitted to me, and thence

A3 I have
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I have fele@ed what were fufficient to
compofe the enfuing volumes. - '
* As the Sermons which I now lay be-
~ fore the public were Mt Davies’s ufual
popular difcourfes; it may naturally be
fuppofed that they required patient
and accurate revifal in order to their
publication ; and that the Edlitor, if he
would difcharge his duty as he ought,
muit find himfelf under the neceflity of
making fome occafional alterations and
- amendmentsas to thelanguage, and efpe-
cially of adjufting the pointing, Thefe
liberties I have taken, and have endea-
voured to execute my truft in the fame
manner which I have reafon to think
Mr Dagvies, if he had been living, would
have approved and commended ; and in
which I {thould wifh my own Sermons,
fhould I leave any behind me worthy of
the public view, might be corre@ed and
~ fent-into. the world. f
“Fhey who knew and heard Mr Davies,
will- need no further proof than the pe~

rufal
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rufal of the difcourfes themfelves that
they are the real produions of the au<
thor to ‘whom they are afcribed. The
fun {hews himfelf to be the fun by the
vety beams with which he irradiates
and. enlivens mankind, and is eafily
diftinguifhed from other luminaries by

his furpaffing luftre. T
~The Seérmons 1 have chofen for pub-
lication ftridtly anfwer the Advertife-

ment in the ProrosaLs for printing them ;

- narnely, Sermons on the moff useroL

and IMPORT ANT Subjects, adapted to the
FamiLy and Croset. The reader will
meet with no difcourfes in thefe volumes
but what are calculated for general ufe,
or fuch as relate to the common tondi-
tions, duties, and interefts of mankind in
one form or another ; and in how many
of them has'both the Saint and the Sin-
ner a portion of meat provided for him?

- may it prove a portion in due feafon|

and may both the one and the otherrife -
A g . from
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from the facred feaft divinely ﬁrengthen-
ed and blefled |

. Amidft an attention to the very nu-
merous and important duties.of my feve-
ral departments in life, the additional
weight .of a due preparation of Three
~ Volumes of pofthumous difcourfes fon
the eye of the public, and of the careful
" reviews -of the proof-ftheets as they came
from the prefs;, has taken up no fmall
portion of my time, and been no incon-
fiderable acceflion to my conftant labours;
but ] have moft chearfully devoted both
~ my hours and my toils to the very valua-
ble purpofes—-of fulfilling the defires of
my dear friend Mr Dawes, which I own
" have a kind of irrefiftible power over
me;--- of contributing, as I would hope,
to the fpiritual benefit of my fellow-heirs
of immortality, by putting into their
hands a collection.of very pious and ufe-
ful Sermons ;— and of aflifting and com-
forting the moumful widow and or-
phans
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.phans of a friend who .was as dear to me
as a brother. .

1 take the liberty of returmng Thanks
in the name of Mrs Davies {for - to her
andy the profits of the publication fhall
be applied) to the numerous Susscazegs,
to the wotk ; and I hope they will find
themfelves: amPly recompenced for their
benevolence to the widow and fatherlefs,
by the facred advantage and  pleafure they
and their families will receive in the pe-
rufal of thefe. difcourfes ; in which pl€'t
and genius feem to haveé vied with eac
other which thould excel, and- mumPh
in the fuperior glory. R
| Notwuh{’amchng all “the ;tlme and
pams the prefent work has coft 1 me, and.
the ftrong fenfe I have thata like propor—
tion of both would, be rcqulred. in.the,
execution of a like’ underraking, yet L
beg leave to affure the public, that, gs
I have- a- large .number .of. Mr Da-
vies's manufeript’ Sermons”ftill in my

hands,
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hands, T fhall be ready (health being:
continued to me) to revife and pub-
lith the Author’s remaining difcourfes,
wheneéver there fhall be an encourag-

ing p'rofpc& of benefit to Mrs Davies

or her orphans by a frefh publication.
As to viffz, or relieve, the fatherlefs and
3he widow in their affliction * is an effen-
tial branch of chriftian duty, foitis a
duty I truft will never be wanting, when-
ever ah opportuni‘tlj offers for exempli-
fying it, from my firft regards and prac-
- Mr Davies annexed to fome of his

Sermons Hymns of his own compofition.

Had this ‘been uniformly the cafe ‘they
might have accompanied his Difcourfes
to the prefs, but as it is not, I have omitt-
ed them; but, if death or incapacity
prevent not my defign, I intend here-
after to colle® what Hymns of his have
fallen into my hands, and publith thenr

: , ' - - to-

* James i 27.

L e e e e e em e 4 .



T e S TN . D

PR EPFACE =

together with fomé oF my own- on the
like occafions, -

I have preﬁxcd to thefe Volumes a
Sz rMoN upon the death of our Author
by that excelleﬁc man the Reverend Dr

_Samuel Finley,” Mt Davies’s fucceflor

totheprefidency of New- Yer/ey College:

1 have alfo republifhed the Difcourfe I

preached to my pBO%lc the next Lorp’ s
day after I teceived the diftrefling news
of Mt Davies’s deceafe ; “and have ven-
tured to add an- Eie%lac Poem' to the
memoty of my dear friend; in ‘which
if the- teader finds not a vein of poéfy.
worthy of the fubjed, yet he will
not, T prefurne, be dlf leafed at the ef-
forts, however langmd a.nd inadequate,
of bereaved mourning friendfhip to do’
honour to the charater of 4 pcrfon fo.
amxablé and deferving, . ﬂ \ |

The idea 1 ‘have given' of ouf Au-.
thor jn-my Sermon, and particularly;

in my Poem, and:above all, the jultand - |

.....

v'lwely, (:he ﬁrong ‘and elegant pi&ture

~which
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which Dr leq has exhibited - of him

in his difcourfe upon his death, render
it unneceflary - to enlarge this Preface
With an account of Mr Davies’s merit
- -and accomplithments; I fhall therefore
only add, that I moft fincerely wifh
that young minifters more efpecially
would perufe thefe Volumes with the
deepeft attention and ferioufnefs, and en-
deavour, in conjuncion with earneft
prayer for divine illumination and aflift-
ance, to form their difcourfes accordmg
to the model of our Author ;. in which,
if I miftake not, a critical Scrutiny into
the facred Texts which he choofes for his,
fubje&s, a natural Educion and clear Re-
prefentation of their genuine meaning,
an elaborate and fatisfattory Proof of the
various heads of do&nnc, a flead
Profecution of his point, together with
an eafy and plain, but yet firong and
pertinent Enlargement, and a free, ani-
mated, and powerful Application and
Improvement, Wonderfully adapted to
awaken -
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awaken the confciences, and ftrike the
hearts of both faints and finners, mingle
the various excellencies of learning, judg-
ment, eloquence, piety, and {eraphic
zeal, in one uncommon glory; not unlike
the beams of the fun colle&ed by a burn-
ing-glafs, that at once fhine with a moft
dazzling brightnefs, and fet fire, where-
ever the blaze is dire@ed, to objeds
fufceptive of their celeftial mﬂuence, and
a transformation into their own nature,

Hoston-fquare, - Thomas Gibbons.
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- A
SERMON
PREACHED AT
Naffau- Hall, Princeton,
May 28, 176i.

O«aﬁot#d by the DEAT H of the

Rev. SAMUEL DAVIES, 4 M.
Late Prefident of the College of New- Fer/fey.

By SAMUEL FINLEY, D. D.
Prefident of the faid College.

To which are added,
Some MEMOI RVS of Mr Davies,
By another Hand.

m|

Qui confiderat qnalis erit in Morte, femperque pavidus erit
in operatione, atque inde in Oculis fui Conditoris vivet, ni
quod tranfeat, appetit: canélis vitz prefentis defideriis con-
tradicit, et pen¢ mortuum fe confiderat, quia moritarum fe
minime ignorat, Grecor. L. /u. Moral.



———y .

o
Mrs MarTHA Davies the Mother,
AND |
Mrs Jean DaviEes the Widow
| Of the latc" |

Rev. PaesipeNT DAVIES, deceafed,
The following 'SERMON,

Preached on Occafion of his laxﬁcnted Death,

IS,

With the tendereft Refped,-
PRESENTED BY
Their fincere and affetionate Friend,

and busble Servant, -

SAMUEL FINLEY. .

Vor. L. l a
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ROMA NS XIV. 78.
For none of us liveth to bimfelf, and no man dieth tp

bimfelf. - For whether swe live, we live unto the
Lorp ; or whether we die, we die unto the

Lorp : whether we kve therefore, or die, we

are the LORD’s,

442 § the very dear and!reverend man,
:’S A L whofe premature and unexpelted
& ¥ this day lament, exprefled his de-

Her$WE fire, that,- upon this mournful

event, a Sermon fhould be preached from thefe
words, he plainly 'intimated his expeétation,
that the audience fhould be entertained, not
with an ornamented funeral Oration, but. with
fuch an inftru&ive difcourfe as the text itfelf
naturally fuggefts. ‘The fubje& being his own

choice, 1 cannot doubt but this friendly audi-

ence will the miore clofely and ferioufly attend,
as conceiving him, rbough dead, yet [peaking to
them the folemn truths it contains. Fer hav-
ing been admitted into the full knowledge of
his religious principles, I may prefume on
fpeaking many of the fentiments he intended
from this text, though not in his more fublime
and oratorial manner. . L
o . a2z ' When

death, we, amongft thoufands, -

s
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*"When I reflect on the truly chriftian, gene-

rous, yet firic# Catholicifm that diftinguifhes this
whole chapter, and how deeply it was imprint-
ed on Mr Dguvies’s own fpirit; and influenced
the courfe of . his life, I am ready to conclude,
that perhaps no text could be more aptly chofen
‘on the occafion.. It exprefles the very temper
that fhould be predominant in all, and which
.attually is fo in every pious breaft.
" That we may apprehend the fcope and genu-
ine fenfe of the words, it is neceffary to obferve,
.that warm debates at that time arofe between
the féwi/h and Gentile converts, about the differ-
-ence of meats and days eftablifhed by the Mofzic
Jaw ; and, fo fharp, was the contention, that
they were mutually difpofed to exclude each
‘other from chriftian; communion. - The Gen-
tile, being under; no' bias from the powerful
;prejudices of education and cuftom, was fooner
-and eafier convinced of his freedom from that
yoke-of bondage, and defpifed the Few as weak to -
admiration, and ferupulous to a fault. The
.Few, on the other hand, perfuaded that thefe
ancient divine inftitutions were ftill obligatory,
cenfured and condemned the Gentile as incon-
fcientious, and profancly regardlefs of Gop’s
awful authority. ' .

.The Apoftle, in order to quell the growing
ftrife, maturely determines that though the
Gentile held the right fide of the queftion, yet
both - parties were wrong as to their temper of
mind, and themanner in which they managed

C , the
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the controverfy; and that they laid an undue.
ftrefs on the matters of difference, and carried
their cenfures higher than the merits of the
caufe waould at all jufhfy. He therefore re-
«commends moderation to both, and fets before

them fufficient’ reafons why they fhould judge )

of each other more charitably, fince they agreed
in all thofe principal points that would juftly
denominate them * the fervants of the Lorp.®
For if they would reckon it a bold intrufion to
call before their tribunal, condemn, and pu-
nith anotber man's fervant, over whom they had
no legal authority ; how much more arrogant
and prefumptuous mutt it be fo to treat 4 fer-
vant of the LORD ? wver. 4. S
-+ Again, let them be fo candid as to perfuade
themfelves, that, unlefs the contrary be evident,
they who differ from them, miftaken or not,

are influenced by a confcientious regard to the

divine glory, ver. 6. This admitted, their per-
fonal cenfures will neceflarily be milder, even’
though their judgment of the points in debate:

- continue unaltered ; and 745 muft be admitted,

if they can charitably judge, that their refpective

~ opponents are real.chnftians:. for in @/l fuch

the governing principle is, # not tolive to them-
# felves, but.to the Lorp. For none ‘of us
# -liveth to himfelf, . and no man dieth to him-
« felf; for whether we live, we live unto the
» Lorp ; or whether we die, we die unto the
# Lorp: whether we live therefore,. or die,:
“ we are the Lorp’s.” Now if go pious perfon
fo aj . lives
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lives merely to pleafe himfelf, we ought not to
judge that his averfion from, or attachment
to certain meats and days, arifes oniy from a
felfifh humour : but, on the contrary, fince his
whole life is governed by an honeft regard to
the will of Gop, it is altogether crcdilcfc that,
in his different conduét refpecting meats and
days, he alts from the fame principle ; for
whatever 1s true of the general, 13 alfo true of
all the particulars contained under it. Sup-
pofe a man to be a real Chriftian, you then
fuppofe him to be of an upright heart, of a
tender confcience, and one who dares not to
neglect, nor live ih contradiction to known
duty. He makes it his main bufinefs to pleafe
Gop, and fhall we be implacably difgufted
becaufe he does not rather endeavour to pleafe
us? Gob forbid. : :

- Thus, while our text affords a convincing

argument for moderation in judging of other
Chriftians, who differ from us in circumftan-

tials, it teaches us what fhould be the principle -

and end of our life, and that both negatively

and pofitively. We may not live nor die to.

ourfelves, but to the Lorp.

~

I, « We ‘may not live to dirfclvesa” L

This propofition fuppofes, what isa demon- .

ftrable truth, that we are not.the abfolute pro-
prietors, and therefore have not the rightful

difpofal of our lives. For fince we could ex-
ert no kind of efficiency in bringing ourfelves:

from
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from nothing into exiftence, we could not pof-
fibly defign, otirfelves for any eiid o ptirpofé of
SUr own. g-lence it is evident, that, whofé

' property foever we are, we belong fiot t6 cur-

felves ; confequently, it is the higheft indecen-
gy to behave as though we were accouritable

‘to none other. As rationally may we claim

{elf-exiftence and independence. It will, there-
fore be an eternal folecifm ini action to 4ith
chiefly at our own glory, feck only our duwe

things, or purfue moft eafgerly our own plea-

fures. Right reafon itfelf pérémptorily denies
that the dittates of our own minds ate out fu-
preme rule of conduct, or that oiir own will
our law; much lefs may we fubjet ourfelves
to the government of blind paffions, or indulge
to irregular appetites.

. We are not at liberty, nor havé we any au=

thority to employ either the members of our
bodies, or powers of our fouls at pleafure, asif
we had originally defigned thejr ue. Hence it
will appear criminal, on the on¢ hand, to wafte

our time, or expend our ftrength in tifelefs ex=

ercifes ; and on the other, to allow an idle
negligence of neceffary bufinefs, Ouf Znguis
themlielves, thofe unruly {nember:, muft be pa-
tient of reftraint ; for 1tis the lariguage oaly of

hau%l;ty rebels to fay, # Our lips dre oyir own,
*w

is Lord over us (a) ?* Qur very thoughts
are to be confined withinlprefcribed%ﬁiitﬁ, and

all our rational powers fatedy exescifed, fiof i’
' , a4 T mgrely

. migtely

AN

Mty el Lt
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-merely curious and amufing refearches; but in
matters the moft ufeful and important.
* It alfo follows, thdt the produét of our ac:
" tivity, whatever is acquired by the exertion of
thefe powers, ought not to terminate in our=-
felves. Are we in purfuit of learning, that or-
‘nament of human minds, it fhould not be with
a view only to Thine more confpicuous, but that
.we' may ferve our generation to better advan-
‘tage.  Has Gop blefled * the hand of the dili-
& gent* with abundant riches? We are not to
‘confider them as the means of gratifying vani-
.ty, or @ fulfilling the defires og the fleth, and
& of the mind;* for we muft * honour the
# Lorp with our fubftance {(4).* - Has Gop
cloathed any of us with power? This is'not a
difcharge from his fervice, nor a freedom from
fubjection to his laws, but a ftronger obliga-
-tién to duty, as it gives us an opportunity of
more extenfive ufefulnefs. o

- Finally, fince we were not the authors of
our lives, we can have no right to take them
away. We have no power todetermine, e~
ther the time or kind of death, any more than
we can ward off, or fufpend its blow when
-commiffioned to deftroy. Therefore, amidft
all the miferies that can make life itfelf an in-
{upportable burden, and all the glorious pro-
fpeéts that can make us impatiently pant for

iffolution, it muft be our determinate pur-
pofe, that # all -the days of -gur appointed
“ time, we will wait till our change come (¢ )A“ )

o Tl e s
(8) Prov.iii. . {c} Job xiv. 14,
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As thefe'particulérs:,‘eiamined by the Rrict~
eft reafon; will all appear to be immediate- con-
fequences from felf-evident principles, and muft
all be confeffed by him, who acknowledges'that
¢ he is not his own lord and mafter;” ‘it will
follow, as an evident truth, that *the evans
~* gelical-duty of felf-denial is fourided on the
. * everlafting reafon of things.” .. . . °©
Refleting farther on the preceding obferva-
tions, they force upon us the difagreeable con-
vi€tion, that our whole race has revolted from
Gop, and rifen up in’rebellion againft him.
# The world evidently lies in wickednefs,” for
the allowed practice of men fuppofes principles,
which, they themfelves being judges, muft
confefs to be palpably falfg and abfurd. = They
act as if they gelieve’d they were made for them-
felves, and - had 'no other bufinefs in life but
the gratification of their refpetive humours.
One exerts all his powers, ‘and fpends all his
time in nothing elfe but endéavouring to- amafs
heaps of worldly treafure: another, by riotous
living, difperfes what had been collected with
anxious care and affiduous labour. Some live
in malice and envy, whofe favourite employ is
calumny and wrathful contentions,. as if they
had been created for no other end but to be the
pefts of fociety : others blafpheme the name of
Gop, defpife, his authority, mock at religion,
and ridicule ferious perfons-and things. One
has no other purpofe in life but fport and mer-
riment : another eats to gluttony, and drinks
o S to
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to befottednefs. Yet all thefe, and namelefs
ranks of other daring offenders, would be
afhamed in a chriftian country to profefs it as
their ferious belief, that they were made by a
moft wife, holy, and righteous Gop, preferv-
ed, blefled, and loaded with benefits every day,
on. purpofe that they # might work all thefs
* abominations,* or, in order to live juft
- they do. '
. If, then, itis confeflfedly impious and unrea-
fonable to live to ourfelves, it neceffarily follows
that we are the property of another, for it will
ever be # lawful for one to do what he will
& with his own.®* And whofe can we be but
#is who gave us exiftence? Or, if ties of grati-
tude can more powerfully influence ingenuous
minds than even thofe of nature, who can fo
juftly claim us as He * who, as we hope, lov-
# ed us, and wathed us from our fins in his.
# awn blood (d) i* This leads me to obferve, .
II. That we fhould * live and die to the
Lorp.* ‘This can admit of no debate; for if
our Maker and Redeemer be our rightful owns
er, then whatever we are, or have, or can do,
muft be for him. Being his fervants, we muft
® fhew all good fidelity” in his bufinefs. The
talents with which he has entrufted us, more
or fewer, or of whatever kind, may not be re-
turned without improvement; for, as is fit -
and proper, he “ requires his own with ufu-
“ ry(¢)* He is our King, whofe prerogativi:

(4) Rev.i. 6. ) (o) Matt. xxv.27.
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it is to direét our courfe of action, and propofé
the end at which. we are fo aim; to “ mete out
# the bounds of ouf habitation,* and carve out
portion; and it becomes us to give the moft
ready and chearful obedience to his commands,
and fubmit to all his difpofals. S
Our living thus to the Lorp plainly fuppofes
our being fenfible of our entire dependance on
him, and that we devote ourfelves to his fervice.
We mutt # prefent our bodies a living facrifice
{ f),* without referve or hefitation ; and * g
# vouch the Lorp to be our Gop, to walk in
* his ways, and to keep his ftatutes, and judg+
* ments, and commandments, and to hearks+
* en to his voice (g).* We bind ourfelves
to him in a firm covenant, not for a. limited
term .of months and years, but forever and
ever, and-acquiefce in Him as our chief good. -
The folemnity of fuch an infinitely 1mpor:
tant tranfaction between the glorious majetty
of heaven, and fuch mean creatures as we,
who are ¢ but duft and afhes,” cannot but ftrike
us with reverential awe. And what will make
it yet more humbling is the confideration of
our guilt. 'We not only as Creatures take upon
us to {peak unto the Lorp our Maker, but. as
Criminals approach to the feat of our offended
and moft righteous Judge. Dare we then trifle,
and not rather be moft ferious and deliberate ?
Reflecting that we are in the prefence of the
S - o L heart~
{/) Rom, xii. 1. - (g) Deut, xxvi. 17.
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heart-fearching Gop will naturally make us
" watchful over every thoughtand motion of our
fpirits, and engage us to the greateft fincerity
in furrendering to him our all. We will give
him our hearts themfelves ; keep nothing back ;
nor except againft any terms he fhall pleafe to

propofe, but yield at difcretion.
On this occafion a confcioufnefs of our hav-
ing revolted from him, negleted his fervice,
urloined his goods, and, in every refpet, be-
aved moft ungratefully and undutifully, will
affeCt us with the moft genuine forrow. There-
fore, when repentant we return' to him, we
fhall, covered with thame, approach with the
 Prodigal’s felf-abafing confeffion, * Father! I
¢ have finned againft heaven, and in thy fight,
# and am no more worthy to be called thy fon
(6).* He will * furely hear us bemoaning our-
# felves, like Epbraim,* that we have too long
wrought the will of the fleth, and fuffered
# other ufurping lords to have dominion over
# us;* but now we humbly beg forgivenefs,
his gracious acceptance of our perfons, and
admiffion into his family, fhould it be only on
trial, # as hired fervants.* . ,
But though our fins have made us vile, and
the view of their odious nature makes us * loath
= ourfelves in our own fight,* yet a convition
of the free grace and mercy of Gob in CHRrisT.
will comfort and encourage our dejeted and
diffident hearts. The cords of love will draw
us

(#) Luke xv. 18.
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us neargr and nearer, until we fhall aflume an
humble # boldnefs, to enter into the holieft of
# all by the blood of Jesus (7),* Sacred love,
and a grateful fenfe of the unmerited favours ef
our Gop will now difpofe usto, and animate us
in the performance of every duty.. Religion
‘will be our chofen courfe, and the command-

ments of Gop will be fo far from being bur- -

denfome to us, that we fhall rejoice in them,
and delight in * doing the things that pleafe
# him.*  Our whole time will be confecrated to
his fervice : no part of it can be fpared for flethly
. indulgencies, or finful - pleafures, but will be
prepdration for it in the proper feafon. y
~ This religious ‘bent of mind will manifeft it-
felf in all our condu&t, and give even common
ations a different direttion. If we attend our
ordinary callings, we fhall be activé ‘and dili-
gent, not in order to gratify an earthly temper,

but from an obediential regard to fupreme au- -

thority. When our {pirits flag through intenfe
application to bufinefs, and recreation becomes
neceffary, our very diverfions will be confidered
as our duty, and {o.as a branch of our religion :
and as they will always be innocent in their
nature, {0 they will be no otherwife regarded
than as means to fit us for the repetition of our
work. If qur friends or country demand our
{fervice, we fhall not give place ta felfithnefs and
indolence, but, as lovers of Gop and men,
) o ~ generoufly

(i) Heb.x. 16, ) '

employed either in fome pofitive duty, or in
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generoufly exeft ourfelves for the tommon
good. Thus will our whole hife be religion,
upon fach’ a. fincere, entire, and affeCtionate
dedication of ourfelves to the Lorp.  And fuch
as i3 our courfe fo will be its end. When the
date of time is concluded we fhall alfo * die to
* the Lorp.* This in general imports, our
fiving under the rational, affe@ing imprefiion
of our diffolution, and appearing before Gop,
and .our conftant endeavours after actual pre-
‘paration to enjoy him forever. Then, upon
- the approach of death, we fhall confidently
. ¥‘commit our fpirits.into his hands,* recom-
~mend his ways to furvivors, and glorify him
with our dying breath, - .
- But, on the other hand, if our lives are not
thus eonfecrated to our Gop, we cannot be fup-
pofed to perform 3ny duty in an acceptable
manner, as the requifite principle and end are
wanting. He to whom the fecret fprings of
" aétion are all obvipus, will not, cannot adctcnpt
spretended fervices; nor be pleafed with # the
& blind and the lame for facrifice, when the
beft are efteemed too good for him. To com-
" pliment him with our lips, when we refufe
to give him our hearts, will be judged fimilar
- to the condu® of thofe, who * bowed the knee
® in derifion,* and in derifion faid, * Hail!
-* King of the, Jews!* He * with whom we

* have to do,” cannot be deceived, nor will be

~mocked.  He requires “ ‘Fruth in the inward
“ parts, which cannot fubfit without an ho&
' - ' '- ne
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nelt and upright defign to ferve him all ¢hie days
~of ourlives. = . T~ ST
Now to live wholly to the Lorp, will appear
to be our rasfonable Jervice, if we confider, 1.,
That « fuch a life is moft worthy of rationat
** and immortal creatures.” From the powers
and faculties given us it may naturally be con-=
cluded that we are created for fome Very' ims
portant purpofe; but what can be impor-
tant, or bear fo juft a correfpondence to our
capacitics, as to live to the glory of our great

Creator? This being our ultimate end, to whick ' )

we refer all our attions,and perform each of
them-in fuch 2 manner as ma beft anfwer i,
will influence Ourhnartp,k , a:}:ddlmmcout-wbolc
converfation agreoable to the divine a provin
will. - And what can fo ennoble the foa£ as eon§
formity to the pattern of perfection? But to
ect this, ‘and chiefly regard our temporal
airs, would be infinitely u of being
capable of the highett purfuits, and formed for
immortality. Why thould we have been * wi.
* fer than the beaffs of the field, or the fowls .
“ of heaven,” if we are to have no fublimer
aime than they? In'a word, we. could never
vindicate the wifdom of Gop in our formation,

if he intended us for meaner things than thofo

for which we are qualified, Therefore,

2. ““.Such a life is moft worthy of Gop our
* Maker.” Nothing can appear more eonde.

cent and proper, than that he who is 72 Begin-

ming, fhould alfo be the end; that as all ar; of
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bim, . all fhould be 70 bim. And if his.glory be-
the moft excellent thing, and He the moft per-,

fe& Being; it- will' néceflarily follow, ‘that he

canmot ultimately defign what is lefs excellent.:

Therefore -the fcripture fpeaks agreeable to
everlafting: truth, when it afferts, that # he
* made all things for himfelf ;* and, that * for

® his pleafure they are, and were. created (£).”,

And can it be rationally fuppofed, that he ale
lows 15,7 whom' he made. for his own glory, to
att for a different, or oppofiteend ? It cannot..
We muft therefore peremptorily affirny that he
cannot; in confiftency with. his perfections, re-
quire lefs; than that *whether we eat or drink,
=" or-whatever we do; we fhould do all to his
3‘rg’lorf;y; (H#. And this he does-require, nof,
becaufe he needs our fervice, or can be happier,
or moie glorious in himfelf by our; praifes, but
becanfe at.is; fit and right, and - refults as our
-duty from the eternal reafon of things.
3. “ Such a life is our own happirefs :” for,.
- acting as prefcribed,” we. move in.-our proper
fphere, and tend to our native centre. Welive
as-near the :fountainr of bleflednefs as our pre-

fent ftate can adrhit, and nothing can'be fo .

animating as the glorious and blifsful profpects
our courfe affords: - Our; hearts: being fixed on

the chief good are at reft, and no more tortured -

. with- anxious ‘hefitation, and uneafy fufpenfe,
as to what we fhall choofe for our portion, nor

do our defires'wander in queft of a more fuit-

{#) Rev.iv.11. () 1 Cor. x. 31,
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able objet. We can wifh for no more but the
full enjoyment of Gop, whom we * ferve with
our fpints;* whofe “ peace,  that pafieth all
“ underftanding, rules in our hearts;* and
_for whofe glory we hope, fecure from confound-
ing difappointment in the day of the Lorp.

Now methinks every attentive hearer pre«
- vents my improvement of the fubject, being
ready, of his own accord to make fuch reflec-
tions as thefe.—How ferene and placid is the
life and how triumphant muft be the death
of a true Chriftian |—How reafonable a fervice
do we perform, when we confecrate ourfelves
to the Lorp, and receive him, freely offering.
. himfelf to be our portion, our father, and our
friend! None can plaufibly urge, that fome
things unfit, or detrimental are required. Mone
can pretend a confcientious {cruple about com-
plying with the propofal, nor dare any, however -
fecretly reluctant, openly avow their diffent,
Every mouth is ftopped, and all acknowledge
their obligation to this plain duty. What then
- thould hinder the unanimous agreement of this
whole aflembly to fo advantageous an overture ?
* Why . may we not join ourfelves, this day, to
the Lorp in an everlafting covenant ? Would.
it not feem uncharitable to {uppofe, that any
one in this chriftian audience rejects a propo-
@l fo infinitely juft and kind? How pleafing is
the veryimagination of an univerfal concurrence]
Not only would each of our hearts who are
Vou. L. . b , here
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here prefent éxult, but unnumbered hofts of

angels, and all # the fpirits of juft men made
- = -perfet* would rejoice.

b .

- Since therefore all things that pertain to our
prefent, or future happinefs, ‘confpire to urge
this point, let us with one accord, in the moft
affeCtionate and reverent manner, approach
the throne of our auguft Sovereign, and chear-
fully refign ourfelves to him for ever; fpend
our lives m his fervice, and expect his compen-
fating approbation at our end. - - °
- In fomt fuach ftrain, but more diffufive and
fublime, would our reverend and dear deceafed
Friend have addreffed us on fuch a fubjeft. We
may imagine how fervent his defire was of
* living to the Loxp” himfelf, and perfuading
othersto the fame courfe, when he fixed on this
for the fubje&t of his Funeral Sermon. Now,

“ as it is generally agreed that example has the
moft powerful influence, perhaps a few {ketch-.
es of his own Life and Charaéter may- heft re-
commend the preceding difcourfe; as they will
prove the life-defcribed to be practicable. - And
though he on whom this tafk is devolved owns
himfelf inferior to it, yet he is encouraged to

fihdertake it from a perfuefion, -that a fimple
and unornamented narrative of what he knows,
either perforrally or by certain ‘information,
concerning Prefident Davies, will fet him in &
very agreeable point of light. He is now dr~

interefted in all the praifes and eenfures of mor-

Yals, "and can neither receive benefit, or fuffer

o . detAment
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detriment by them, but his ekample may pro-
it the living, as it tends to excite a lapdable
emulation ; and fome brief hints of the difpen-
fations of divine providence towards. lnm may
not be without very ufeful inftruction. :

* He was an only fon, and, which is more,
was a fon of prayers and vows; was given in
anfwer to fervent fupplications, and, in grati-
tude, wholly devoted to Gop from the womb
by his eminently pious mother, and :named
_Samuel, on the like occafion as the ancient Pro-
phet.  The event proved, that Gob accep
the confecrated Boy, took him under his fpecial
care, furnifhed him for, and employed him in
the fervice of his church, profpered his labours
with remarkable fuccefs, and not only blefied
him, 'but made himfelf a bleffing. S
The firt twelve years of his life were waft

in the mof entire negligence of Gop and Reli- -
gion, which he often afterwards bitterly lament-
‘ed, as having too “ long wrought the will of
# the flefh. But about that time, the God
to whom hé was dedicated by his Word .and
-Spirit aprakened him to folemn thoughtfuiness,
and anxipus concern about his eternal flate,
He then faw fufficient reafon to dread all the
direful effects of divine difpleafure againft fin.
- And (o deeply imprinted was the rational fenfe
of his danger, as to make him habituatly un.
eafy and reftlefs, until he might obtain fatisfy-
. bz ing
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ing fcriptural evidence of his intereft in the for-

giving love of Gop.
- While thus exercifed he clearly faw the ab-.
folute neceflity, and certain reality of the gof<
pel-plan of falvation, and what abundant and
fuitable provifion it makes for all the wants of
a finner. No other folid ground of hope, or
unfailing fource of comfort could he find, bes
fides ; the merits and righteoufnefs of him,
# whom Gob fet forth to be a propitiation for
# fin, :through faith in his blood (m).* On
~ this righteoufnefs he was enabled confidently to
depend; by this blood his confcience .was
from guilt ; and * believing, he rejoiced
# with joy unfpeakable, and full of glory (#).*

Yet he was afterwards exercifed with many per«

plexirig doubts for a long feafon, but at length,
after years of impartial repeated felf-examina-
tion, he attained to a fettled confidence of his
intereft in redeeming Grace, which he retained
to theend. - :
" A diary, :which he kept in the firft years of
his religious life, and continued to keep as long
as his leifure would permit, clearly. thews how
intenfely his mind was fet on heavenly things ;
how obfervant he. was .of the temper of %:xs
heart; and how watchful over all his thoughts,
words, and actions. Did any cenfure his foi-
bles, or juvenile indifcretions? They would
have done it compaffionately, had they known
. how feverely he cenfured them himfelf. The
w ‘ R tribunal

(») Rom, iii, 25. "z :(n) 1Peteri. 8.
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tribunal daily ‘ereted in his own bofom was
more critical in fcrutinizing, and more impar-,
tial and fevere in pafling fentence, than either
his friends or‘enemies could be. - o
. His love to Gop, and tender concern for pe-
rithing finners, excited his eager defire of being.
in a fituation to ferve mankind. to the beft ad=
vantage. . With this view he engaged in-the
purfuit of learning; in which, amidft many
" obvious inconvenicnces, he made furprifing
progrefs, and, fooner than could have. been
expected, was found competently qualified for
the minifterial office. He paffed the ufual pre-
vious trials with-uncommon approbation ; hav-"
ing exceeded the raifed expe@ations of his moft
wmtimate friends and admirers. o
When he was licenfed to preach. the gofpel,
he zealoufly declared the counfel of Gob, the
truth and importance of which he knew by,
happy experience ; and did it in fuch a manner
as excited the earneft defires of every vacant
congregation, where he was known, to obtain
the happinefs of his ftated miniftrations. But
far from gratifying his nataral inclination to
the fociety of his friends, or confulting his eale,
moved by confcience of duty, he undertook the
felf-denying charge of a diffenting congregation
in Virginia, feparated from all his Brethren,
and expofed to the cenfure and refentment of
many. But the more he was known in thofe
_ parts, the more were prejudices removed ; con-
tempt was gradually turned into reverence;
b3 - > the
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the number of his enemies daily diminifhed,

and his friends increafed. -~

- Nor did he there labour in vain, or * fpend
@ his ftrength for nought. The * Lorp, who
« counted him faithful, putting him into the
= miniftry,” fucceeded his faithful endeavours,
fo that a great number, both of whites and
iacks, were hopefully converted to the livirig
Gop 5 for the proof of this, I muft refer you

to his 6wn narrative fent to the reverend Mr ~

Bellemy, and by him publithed, and to his let-
ters to {ome Gentlemen of the Socsety in London
for propagating Religion among the Poor.
- As to his natural genius, it was ftrong and
mafculine. His underftanding was clear; his
memory retentive ; his invention quicks his
imagination lively and florid; his thoughts
fublime ; and his language elegant, ftrong, and
expreflive. And I cannot but prefume that
true and candid criticks will readily difcern a
great degree of true poetic fire, ftile, and ima-
gery in his poctical compofitions; and will
. grant that he was capable to have fhone in
that way, had his leifure permitted the due
cultivation of his natural talent.

His appearance in company was manly and
graceful ; his behaviour genteel, not ceremo-
nious ;. grave, yet pleafant; and folid, but
fprightly too. In a word, he was an open,
converfable, and entertaining Companion, a
polite Gentleman, and devout Chriftian at
onoee. - : .
T In

| 3 S S

3 B v

v 73

- F wedkd

e e pmm .




on the Death of Mr-Davies. xxxix

In the facred Defk, zeal for Gop, and love
to men animated his addrefles, and made them
tender, folemn, pungent, and perfuafive; while
at the fame time they were ingenious, accurate,
and oratorial. A certain dignity of fentiment
and ftile, a venerable prefence, a commanding
voice, and empbhatical delivery concurred both
to charm his audience and overawe them intg
f{ilence and attention. S .

Nor was his ufefulnefs confined ta the Pulpit.
His comprehenfive mind could take under view
the grand interefts of his Country and of Re-
ligion at once ; and thefe interefls, as well as
. thofe of his Friends, he was ever ready zealoufly
to ferve. It is known what "an altive inftri-
ment he was in ftirring up a patriot fpirit, &
{pirit of courage and refolution . in Firginia,
where he refided during the late barbarous
French and Indian ravages. L

His natural temper was remarkably fweet
and difpaflionate ; * and his heart was one of
the tendereft towards the diftrefled. His fym-
pathetic foul could fay, * Who is weak, and I
% am. not weak ?* Accordingly his charitable
difpofition made him liberal to the poor, and
ithat often beyond his ability. He was eminent-
ly obliging to all, and very fenfible of favaurs
conferred ;- which he could receive without fer-

L b 4 - vility,

® The Rev. Mr JFobn Rodgers, one of his moft intimate friends,

n afetter g0 me fince his death, fays, ¢ I never faw him angry

¢ during feveral years of unbounded intimacy, though I hare
§¢ repeatedly kaowa him to hav: been ungeneroufly treated. ™
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vility, and manifeft his grateful fenfe of them
with proper dignity. '

~ To his friend he was voluntarily tranfpa-
rent, and fully acted up to the Poer's advice: -

Thy friend put in thy bofom : wear his eyes
Still in thy heart, that he may fee what’s there.

And perhaps none better underftood the inge-
nuities and delicacies of friendfhip, or had an
higher relifh for it, or was truer and more con-
ftant in it than he. He was not eafily dif-
gufted : his knowledge of human nature in its
refent ftate, his candid heart, and enlarged
foul both difpofing and enabling him to make
allowances for indifcretions, which narrower
and more felfith minds could not make. He
xeadily and eafily forgave offences againft him-
delf, whilft none could be more careful to avoid
offending others ; which, if he at any time in-
-advertently did, he was forward and defirous
“to make the-moft ample fatisfation. -

He was amongft the firft and brighteft ex-
-amples of filial piety; a very indulgent parent,
.and humane mafter. As an hufband he was
‘kind, tender, cordial, and refpetful, with a
-fondnefs that wasmanly and genuine. Inaword,
think what might rationally be expeted, in the
“prefent imperfect. ftate, in a mature Man, a
.Chriftian 1n minority, a Minifter of Jesus of
like paflions with others, in a Gentleman,

" Companion, and cordial Friend, and you con-
“¢ceive of Prefident Davies, e
' ’ It
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- It weuld hardly be expected, that one fo ri-
gid with refpect to his own faith and praétice,
could be fo generous and catholic in his fenti-
ments of thofe who differed from- him'in both,
as he was. He was ftri¢t, not bigoted ; con-
{cientious, not fqueamifhly fcrupulods. His
clear and extenfive knowledge of religion ena~
bled him to difcern where the main ftrefs fhould
be laid, and to proportion his zeal t6 the im-
‘portance of things, too generous to be. confined
- to the interefts of a party as fuch. He confi-
dered the vifible kingdom of CuR1sT as extend-
ed beyond the boundaries of #bis or that parti~
cular denomination, and never fuppofed that
his declarative glory was wholly dependant on
the religious community which he moft ap-
proved. Hence he gloried more in being a
Chriftian, than in being a Prefbyterian, though
he was the latter from principle. His truly’
catholic addrefs to the eftablifhed Clergy of
Virginia is a demonftration of the fintere plea-
fure it would have given him, to have heard
that * CurisT was preached,* and fubftantial
religion, common chriftianity,' promoted by
thofe who # walked not with him,” and whom
“he judged in other points to be miftaken. His
‘benevolent heart could not be fo foured, nor
his enlarged foul fo contraéted, as to value'men
from circumftantial diftinétions, but accord-
ing to their perfonal worth. S
He fought truth for its own fake, and would
profefs his fentiments with the -undifguifed
S ' opennefs
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pennefs: of an honeft Chriftian, and the in-
ve bokdnefs of a manly fpirit : yet, with-

out the leaft apparent difficulty, or hefitation,
bhe would retraét an opinien, on fpll convic-
tion of its being a miftake.. I have never known
one, who' appeared to lay himfelf more fully

open to the reception of truth, from whatever -

quarter it came, than he; for he judged the
knowledge of truth only to be real learning,
and that  endeavouring to defend an error
awas but labouring to be more ignorant. But,
until fully convinced, he was becomingly tena-
cious of his opinion. ‘
‘The unavoidable confcioufnefs of native pow-
er made him bold and enterprizing, Yet the
<vent proved that his boldnefs arofe not ffoma
partial, groundle(s felf-eonceit, but from true
Jelf-knowledge. Upon fair and candid tria),
~-faithful and juft to himfelf, he judged what he
could do ; :and what he could, when called tp
at, he attemptnd 5 and what he attempted he
accomplithed. o S
- It ‘may these be properly obferved, that he
was chofen by the Synod of New-York, at the
‘nfkance of the Truftees of New- Jer/éy College,
-as.a fit perfon t0 accompany the reverend Mr
Glbert Tennent to Gregt: Britain and Jreland, in
.arder to falicit benefactions for the faid coljege.
-As this manifefted the. high opinion which
both the Synod and Cerporation entertained of

tis popular talents and {yperior abilities, {o his

ready compliance to undertake that fervice, ha-
o . zardous
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zardous -and difficult in itfelf, and precarious in
its confequences, which required him to overs
look his domeftic connexions, however tender.
and endearing, manifefted his refplution and
felf-denial. How well he was qualified as a.
folicitor is witneffed by the numerous and large
benefactions he received. His fervices, as was
meet, were gratefully accepted by his conftitine:
ents, and to the pious, generous, and public~.-
fpirited charity of the friends of Religion and
Learning in Great-Britain, received on that ocw
cafion, dods -the college of New-Yerfey, in a
great degree; owe its prefent flourithing condi~
tion. S Lo D
. As his light thone, his abilities. to fill the
Prefident’s chair in-this College, then vacant,
was not doubted by the honourable board of
Truftees. He was accordingly chofen, and
carneftly invited to accept the charge of this
Society. ' Yet he once and again excufed him-
felf, not being convinced that he was called in
duty to leave his then important province. But
repeated application at length prevailed to make
Mm apprehend that it was the will:of Gob he
fhould accept the call ;. yet, left he thould mif~
take in fo important @ cafe, he -withheld his
exprefs confent, until the Reverend Synod of
New-York and Philadelpbia gave their opinion in
favour of the Collage. This determined his
dubibus ‘mind. He came, and undertook the
weighty charge. - e
gy e am
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. And’ what were the "confequences?, had his
inceflant labours in travelling and preaching

- the gofpel, his difadvantageous fituation, and

want of opportunity for improvement made,
feme of his beft friends diffident of his capaci-
ty and acquirements for moving with honour.
in thisunaccuftomed fphere? He agreeably dif-

pointed their friendly fears, and convinced-
them that ftrength of genius, joined tp in-.
duftrious application, had furmounted all other:

- difadvantages. Had any fuch raifed expecta-

tions as feemed hard to anfwer? they were
fully fatisfied: fo that from being highly ap-
proved he came to be admired. o
. His manner of conducing the College did
bonour to himfelf, and promoted its interefts.
Whatever alterations in the plans of education
he introduced were confefledly impraovements:
on thofe of his predeceflors. - Had I never had
other means of intelligence, fave only my
knowledge of the man, I fhould naturally have
expeded that all his public appearances would,
bave been conduéted with {pirit; elegance, and
decorum ;. that his government would be mild
and .gentle;: tempered with wifdom and autho-
rity, and. calcplated to command reverence
while it attracted love, and that his manner
of teaching would be agreeable and ftriking. .

- But I propofe not thefe as mere conjeCtures, .

The learned Tutors of the College, the part-
ners of his counfels and deliberations for its
good, and thefe young Gentlemen, once his

| care

.
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care and charge, who judged themfelves ha
under his tuit%cfn, all knogv more than I (EEII'
fp‘eak.- . ’ . . .

You know the tendernefs and - condefcenfion
with which he treated you; the paternal care
with which he watched over you ; the reluc-
tance with which he at any time infliGted the
prefcribed punithment on a delinquent ; and
how pleafed he was to fucceed in reforming
any abufe by private and eafy methods. You

~ felt yourfelves . voluntarily confined by the re-

ftraints'of love, and obliged to fubjection, not
from flavith fear, but from principle and in-
clination. You have yet frefh in memory his
inftrutive Letures, and can.tell with what
eafe he communicated his fentiments, and im-
prefled his ideas on your minds, and the enter-
taining manner in which- he would reprefent .
even a common thought. - :

But his perfwafive voice you will hear no
more. He is removed far from mortals, has
taken his aerial flight, and left us to lament, that

‘¢ a great man is fallen in Ifracl !* He lived
.much in a little time ; * he finifhed his courle,”

performed {ooner than many others his affigned

-tafk, and, in that view, might be faid to have

died mature. He fhone like a light fet in a

 high place, that burns out and expires.

He went. thorough every ftage of honour

-and ufefulnefs, compatible to his charaéter as
- a diffenting Clergyman : and, while we flatter-

ed

-
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ed our fond hopes of eminent fervices from
him for many years to come, the fatal blow
was ftruck: our pleafing profpefts are all at an

" -end, and he is cut down like a tree that had

yielded much fruit, and was loaden with blof

foms even in itsfall. = v
This difpenfation, how myfterious! how
aftonithing ! nay how difcouraging does it feem!
‘Why was he raifed, by divine providence, in
the prime of life, to fo important a ftation, and,
amidft ufeful labours, whilft he was faft in-
‘creafing in ftrength adapted to his buofinefs,
‘quickly fnatched away? This is a perplexing
cafe ; and the more fo that it fo foon fucceeded
‘the yet fhorter continuance of the venerable
- Edwards. Were they fet in fo confpicuous a
point of view, only that their imitable excel-
‘lencies might be more obfervable? or, was
" Naffau-Hali ere&ted bydivine providence for this,
-among other important purpofes, that it might
ferve to adorn the latter end of fome eminent
fervants of the living Gop, itfelf being adorn~
ed by them ? In this view, the fhort Prefidency
‘of a Dickinfon, a Burr, an Edwards, and a
Davies, inftead of arguing the difpleafure of
the Almighty, will evidence His peculiar favour
to this inftitution ; which 1 know was planned,
and has been carried on with the moft pious,
benevolent, and generous defigns. - Thefe de-
.figns Gop’s goodnefs ‘has hitherto amazingly
profpered amidit apparent frowns; and, if we
.may infer any thing from what he has already
: done,

e mme e~ e
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‘done, it is an encouraging expectation that he
. will continue to. blef:‘gthg Society, and make
it an honour and happinefs to this venerable
Board to have been engaged in fo noble and
fuccefsful an undertaking. : ;

Now one more fhining orb i fet on our

world.  Daeuvies is-departed, and with him all
that love, zeal, ativity, and benevolence, for
which he was remarkable. ' This the Charch;
and this the bereaved College mourns. For
this we hang our once chearful harps, and in-
dulge to plaintive ftrains. Yet .we are not to
lament as thofe who are hopelefs, but rather
with humble confidence to ** pray the Lorp of
# the harveft,” with whom is = the refidue of
* the Spirit,* that he would fend forth another
‘Davies to affit our labour and forward his
work.
Nor fhould the deceafe of ufeful labourers,
" the extintion of burning and fhining lights,
only fend us to the throne of grace for fupplies,
but excite us to greater diligence and a&ivity in
our bufinefs, as we have for the prefent the
more to do. And, inftead of being difpirited
by the lofs of fuch eminent affiftants, we {hould
- be animated by their example, and hope for
the fame divine aids that carried them through
all the duties and dangers of life with fafety,
fuccefs, and honour.

Finally, this difpenfation fhould leflen our
efteem of this tranfitory difappointing world,
- and raife our affeltions to Heaven, that plac;
e o ' an
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-and ftate of permanent bleflednefs. Thither
afcends, as toits native home, all the goodnefs
that rts from earth: and the more of our
pious friends that go to glory, fo many more
fecondary motives have we to excite our de-
fires of * departing and being with CaRrisT;
# which is far better® than any ftate under the
fun: for there, in addition to fuperior felicity,
# we {hall come to the general aflembly, and
* church of the firft-born who’are written in
“ Heaven, —and to the fpirits of. juft men

* made perfe. (o)« Amen. '

() Heb. xiii. 23.
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T H E following falts drawn up by a gen-
. tleman, who was Mr Davies's intimate
Friend, and lived in the fame town with him,.
while he was Prefident of the  College, were
colleCted partly. from Mr Dguses’s private pa-
pers, and partly from the gentleman’s per-
fonal knowledge, and, as:they illuftrate feveral
things juft hinted in the preceeding difcourfe,
and contain fome anecdotes not before men-
tioned, may be properly fubjoined to the nar-
rative already given. . o

. The Rev. Mr. Samuel Davies, late Prefident
of the College of New-Fer/ey, was born on the
3d day of November, A.D. 1924, inthe coun-,
ty of Newcaftle.on Delaware. His father was a
Planter, who lived with great plainnefs and: -
fimplicity, and fupported the charalter of an
honeft and pious man to his death; which
happened about two. years ago. . His mother,
who is ftill living*, and greatly diftinguithed
- VorL. L. - | c . for

. ®.The rcader is deficed ta obferve that the; following account
was drawn up fome years ago, fince which time I find it has
pleafed Providence to remove from our world the Mother of Mr
Dawies, who is menticned as living by the writer of the Appenaix.
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for her eminent piety, fome time before the con-

ception of this favourite only fon, earneftly de-
fired fuch a bleffing; and as fhe then had only
borne a daughter, who was near five years old,
fhe had fpecial occafion for the exercife of her
faith, in waiting for the divine anfwer to her
petition. In this fituation fhe took example
from the mother of the prophet Samuel, and
# Vowed a vow unto the Lorp; that if he
* would indeed: give her a man-child, fhe would
** devote him to his fervice all the days of his
 life (p)." S
" It may well be fuppofed that the parents re-
ceived this child asfrom Gop, and that the
mother efpecially, who had reafon to look upon:
Rim as a token of the divine favour, and an ex-
prefs anfwer to her prayers, would, with the
greateft tendernefs, begin the rearing of this:
beloved plant. As there was no fchoel in the
neighbourhood, fhe herfelf taught him to read :.
and, although he was then very young, he is
faid to have made fuch proficiency as furprifed-
every perfon who heard it. R

He continued at home with his parents till-
ke was about ten years old; during which
time he appeared to'have no remarkable im-
preffions of a religious kind; but behaving
himfelf as is common for a fprightly towardly’
child; under the influence of pious example
and inftruction. He was then fent to an Eng-

lifh fchool, atfome diftance from his father’s,” .
’ : 'wheref _

(#) 2Sam,i 13, .
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where he continued two years, and made great
progrefs in his learning, but, for want of thé
pious inftruction with which he was favoured
at home, he grew fomewhat more carelefs of
the thirigs of religion. :

It appears, that about this time of life, care-
lefs as he was, he Inade a practice of fecret
prayer, efpecially in the evening. The teafons
(as he tells it in his diary) why he was fo punc+
taal in the evening was, that ‘ he feared left
« he fhould perhaps die before morning.”
What is farther obfervable in -his prayers at
this time is, that * he was more ardent in his
¢ fupplications for being introduced into .thé
‘< gofpel-Miniftry, than for any other thing.”

It 15 here prefumed that Dr Finley's Sermon,!
preached on occafion of his Death, by defire of
the Truftees, contains fufficient Memorials of
his Life, from the time in which it pleafed
Gop more deeply to mprefs his mind with the
important realities of another world, until he
was ele¢ted Prefident of the College.

It may perhaps not be amifs to mention that
when he returned home from his voyage to
Great Britain, he entered again on his laborious
and beloved tafk of preaching the Gofpel to his
feveral €ongregations; and continued in this
work until the year 1759, when he was eleCt«
ed Prefident of the College of New-Ferfey, m
the room of the Rev. Mr Fonathan Edwards:
"The College, before he came, had been in anf
unhappy fituation; partly owing to the lengtl;

c2 o
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of that melancholy period between the death of
Prefident Burr, and his acceffion, and partly
- to the evil difpofitions. and practices of a few
members of the Society. Prefident Burr died
in September, 1757 : and although Mr Edwards
was elefted a few days after he did not take
upon himfelf the governient of the. College
till February, 1758 ; and about a fortnight after
took the fmall-pox, of which he died in March
following. MTr Davies was not initiated in his
office till the latter end of uly, 1759. So that
the College lay under the obvious difadvantages
of a bereaved condition for almoft two years:
~ But the prudent meafures taken by Prefident
Davies foon furmounted thefe difadvantages y
fo that in a few months, a fpirit of emulation
- 1n Learning and Morality, as had been ufual,
evidently characterized the Students of Najfau-
Hall. - o
: While he continued Prefident his labours
were great, and his application to ftudy was
neceflarily more intenfe than that of his prede-
ceffors. For he came to this feat of the Maulfes,
- when its learning, by the eminent abilities of
Prefident Burr, was advanced to a very confi-
derable degree ; and he had juft emerged from
a fea of minifterial labour in various places,
wherein a common Genius: would have beenr
able to have made but little improvement in ac--
ademical learning. Befides, the fpeedy paflage
he made through the courfe of his ftudies pre-
vious to his entering into the miniftry ngl.e'
' is
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his after application the more neceflary for for
important and elevated a fityation. --He was
determined not to degrade his office, but to be
in reality what- his ffation fuppofed him, and,
accordingly exerted himfelf to the utmoft. The
labours of the day fcemed to him rather an in-
centive to ftudy than to reft in the night: for
he commonly -fat up till twelve o’clock,..and
often later, although he rofe by break of day.
The faccels was proportionable ; for by the
mighty efforts of his great genius, and by dint
of induftry, he left the College of New-yerfey
at his death in as high a fate of literary mcnt
as it ever had been in fince its firft inftitution.
- Itis a piece of juftice due to his memory to
remark that the few innovations he made in
the academical exercifes were certainly improve-
ments upon the plans of his predeceflors. A-
mong other things the monthly Orations he
inftituted deferve particular notice.  In order
to give his Pupils a tafte for compofition, ‘and
to form them for public fpeaking, he direéted
the members of the fenior clds each to choofe.
his fubject, and compofe a ‘popular harangue
to be delivered publicly in the College-Hall be-
fore the Mafters and Students, and as many
of theinhabitants of the town as chofe to attend.
When each had written his difcourfe he
brought it to the Prefident, who made fuch ab-.
fervations and corr efhons as he judged proper,
and, after their difcourfes were fgoken they fe-
verally attcnded him again for his remarks.on.
c3 - their, "
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their delivery. About fix of the young Gen-
tlemen ufually delivered their Orations in the
afternoon of the fir{t Wednefday in every Month
to crowded audiences; and it is hard to fay,
whether the entertainment of the hearers, or
the improvement of the ftudents, was the
reater. -
There is reafon to believe that the intenfe
application with which' Mr Dawvres attended to
the duties of his office was one great caufe of
his death. The habit of his body was pletho-
ric, and it is not to be doubted but that his
health for fome years had very much depended
upon the exercife of riding, to which ~Ee was’
necefarily obliged while he lived in Virginia,
though even then he had feveral fevere fevers,
fuppofed to arife principally from his applica-
tion to fludy in the intervals of riding a-
broad. When he came to the College he
fcarcely ufed any bodily exercife, fave what was
required in going from his own houfe to Naffau-
Hall, which is a fpace about ten rods, five or
fix times a day. = ' o
* In the latter end of Fanuary, A.D. 1761, a
bad cold feized him, and for his relief he was
bled. The fame day he tranfcribed for the
prefs the Sermon, which was foon after pub-
lifhed, on the death of the late King, and the-
day after preached twice in the College-Hall;
by all which the arm, in which he was bled,
became much inflamed, and increafed his form-
“er indifpofition. On the Monday morning after
at breakfaft he was feized with a violent chilly

fit
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fit, which was fucceeded by an inflammatory
fever, and, in ten days brought on the period
of his important life. .

Although premonitions of Death in the pre-
fent Rate of the world are feldom, if ever,
given to mankind ; and they who are difpofed
to interpret ordinar{ occurrences into fuch pre--
monttions, when, by fomething fimilar in the
event thole occurrences would feem as if pre-
dictive, generally difcover their weaknefs; yet
the circumftances of the death of an eminent
perfon are commonly very acceptable to the .
public, and for this reafon it may not be amifs
to mention an anecdote which Mr Davies
more than once took notice of in his laft fick-
nefs. v
An intimate Friend of his, afew days before
the beginning of the year in which he died;
m converfation told him that a Sermon would
be expetted from him on the new year’s day ;
and, among other things, happened to men-
tion that the late Prefident Bu»r, on the firft
day of the year wherein he died, preached a
Sermon on Fer. xxviii. 16. Thus fasth the Lorp,
Tbis year thou fbalt die ; and that after his death,
the people took occafion to fay it was premo-~
nitory 3 upon which Mr Dauses obferved, that
« aithough it ought not to be viewed in that
« light, yet it was very remarkable.” When
new year’s day came he preached ; and the con-

ation were not a little furprized at his
taking -the fame text of fcripture, Upon his
being taken with his laft ficknefs, about three
a c4 -weeks
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weeks after, he foon adverted to this cifrcnm-.
ftance, and mentioned:it as remarkable that he-

had been undefignedly led to preach, as it
were, his own Funéral Sermon. e

It 1s much to be lamented that fhelvi’olence;
of the diforder, of which this excellent man

died, deprived him of the regular: exercife of

his reafon the greater part of the time of his.

fickneéfs, otherwife the public would undoubt-

edly have been' gratified with his remarks on.

the views of an approaching eternity, and

would have received another evidence of the:

fuperior excellency and power of that ‘Reli-
gion, which alone can fupport the. foul, .and

~make the, otherwife gloomy, profpett of death:

chearful. For the iffues of this decifive period
his life had been eminently calculated from his
youth. It abundantly appears that from twelve

- or fourteen years of age he had continually
maintained the ftri¢teft watch over his thoughts
and actions, and. daily lived under a deep. fenfe.

of his-own unworthinefs, of the tranfcendent

excellency of the Chriftian Religion; of the.
great_importance of a public fpirit, .and the:

neceflity of exerting it in promoting the gene-
ral good. Even in is delirium his _mind dif-
covered the favourite objects of its.concern,” the:
profperity of Curist’s Church, and the good
of mankind. His bewildered brain was con~
tinually imagining, and his faultering tongue
exprefling fome expedient for thefe important
purpofes; Alas! for us that fo great a- light
could no longer continug in this dark world !

' : : Divine




Divine Condué? vindicated, or the Operations of
Gob fhown to be the Operations of Wifdom :

In the SUBSTANCE of TWO

DISCOURSES,

PREACHED AT

HABERDASHERS-HALL,
LONDON, Marcu 29, 1761;

Occafioned by the DeEceasE of the

Rev. SAMUEL DAVIES, 4 M.

And Prefident of the College of Na/lau-Hall
In New-Ferfey.

By THOMAS GIBBONS, D.D.
]

Sive tribulemur & anguftemur, five letemur, & exultemus, Deus
laudandus eft, qui & in Tribulationibus erudit, & in Ltitia
confolatur. Laus enim Dei 3 Corde & Ore Chriftiani recedere
non debet, non ut laudet in profperis, & maledicat in adver-
fis: fed quemadmodum Pfalmus ille fcribit, femper Laus
¢jus in Ore meo. Gaudes, agnofce Patrem blandientem :
tribularis, agnofce Patrem emendantem: five blandiatur,
five emendet, eum erudit, cui parat Hzreditatem.

, AvcusTiv. in Pfal, liv,
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e Who works all things after the counfel of bis
own will,

forance of the fudden and unexpeted
death of that moft excellent and ami-
able man and minifter of Jesus Curist, the
Rev. Mr Samuel Davies, Prefident of the college
of Naffau-Hall in New-erfey, by a moft mov-
ing and melting letter from 3 gentleman of Pk
ladelphia, an acquaintance of Mr Davses, and
who well knew his worth, to a correfpondent
of the gentleman’s here in London, '
A greater lofs, all things confidered, could
not perhaps befal the church of Gob in the
death of afingle perfon. The Gop of nature
had endowed Mr Davies with extraordi
talents. Perhaps in fublimity and ftrength of
genius there were very few, if any, who fur-
paffed him. To the brighteft and richeft in-
telleCts Mr Davies had fuperadded the improve-
ments of {cience, and a large acquaintance with
books, and poffibly, had helived, there would
have been fcarcely a man in our world who
had been a more accomplithed Divine, or a
- more eminent Scholar, Elis chara&ter in life

T H E laft week gave me the awful af=

was
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was. wonderfully accommodated both to his
natural and acquired abilities, He was Prefi-
dent of New-Ferfey college, in the difcharge of
which office there would have been a demand
for the exertion of his amazing talents, and the
exhibition of "all his treafures of literature and

- knowledge. Thus as he was a ftar of - the firft -

magnitude, fo he was placed in a fituation
where he might have fhone’ without any wafte
of his diftinguifhed and fupereminent glories.

- But whatcrowned .all, or, advanced hrs-difs
tinftion as a man and a {cholar into-the higheft
value and luftre, was, .that his pious ¢haraéer
appeared not at all inferior to his great intel-
letts, and -acquired accomplithments. Nay,
(let me not be thought, for I intimately knew
him, to exceed, the limits of truth in the ardor:

of my friendfhip) his pious:charatter as.much,

furpaffed all elfe that .was_remarkable in him,
as the fparkling eye.in the countenance of a
great genius does all the other features of the

were the piclures.of filver, his graces and virtues
were the apples [ff gdd (a). - o
-~ Here let me.ftay.awhile ; and, though I fhall
only give you.a few outlines of his piety and
afnable difpofition, yet let'me be allowed to’
prefent you with fuch a view of him as fhall
not only be fufficient to- demonftrate him to be
the beft of men and minifters, but as fhall
+ Ieave room for you to conclude that great ad-

s 4. .. . ditions
R () Provexkv. 11, L ' '

tace. - If Mr Davies's good fenfe and learning -
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ditions might be made to his character by per-
fons who had a longer acquantance with him
than myfelf, and the ‘collected teftimonies of
the friends who were favoured with his inti-
mate correfpondence.

- He informed me in one of his letters, for I
was honoured with a'clofe intimacy with him
feveral years, ¢“that he was blefled with a mo-
" ¢ ther whom he mxght account, without filial
*“ vanity or-partiality, one of the moft eminent
¢ faints he ever knew upon earth.  And here,
*“ fays he, .1 cannot but mention tq'my friend
< an anecdote known but to few, that.is,. that
*“1 am afon of prayer,. like my.name-fake
“¢ Samuel the prophet; and my mother called
*“ me Samuel becaufe, the faid, T have atked him
¢ of the Lorp, 1.Sam.i. 20. This early dedi-
“ cation ‘to Gop has always been a ftrong in-
“:ducement to me to devote myfelf to Him by
*“.my own perfonal alt; and the moft impor-
“ tant.bleflings of my life T have looked upon
¢as' immediate anfwers. to the prayers of a pi-
‘.ous mother: . But, alas! what a degenerate

¢ plantam1! How unworthy of fuch a parent,
¢ and fuch a birth!” .

- From the accaunts. Mr Davies gave of himfel€
in the converfation that paffed between us when
he was- here in.England, 1learnt, as the infe-
rence fromrrelated fact, . that he muft have been
very affiduous in his ftudies. When he was
- about entering! the miniftry, or had not.long

entered upon it, if 1 1emember rlght he was
R 1udged
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judged to be in'a deep and irrecoverable con-
fumption. Finding himfelf upon the borders of
the grave, and without any hopes of recovery, he
determined to fpend the little remains of an als
moft exhaufted life, as he apprehended it, in en-
deavouring to advance his mafter’s glory in the
good of fouls. Accordingly he removed from the
place where he was to another about an hun-
dred miles diftance, that was then in want of
a minifter. Here he laboured in feafon and
out of feafon; and, as he told me, preached
in the day, and had his heétic fever by night,

and that to fuch a degree as to be fometimes-

delirious, and to ftand m need of perfons to fit
ap with him. Here Gap gave him fome glori-
ous firft-fruits of his miniftry, for two in-
ftances of the converfion. of two gentlemien he

related to me were very rémarkable, and he

had the Satisfattion, as he informed me, to
find in the after-accounts of them, that there
was good reafon to believe that they were faints
_indeed: their goodnefs being. by no means * like
# the grafs upon the houfe-tops, which withers
* afore it grows up, and with which the mow='
= er filleth not his hand (8),” but yielding the

+ fruits meet for repentance mn an holy and- well-
ordered converfation. —_—
Afterwards he fettled in Firgima, a colonyl
where profanenefs and imxmorality called aloud
for his facred labours. His. patience and pers
feverance, his magnanimity and piety, togeﬂ}ui:

o W
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with his powerful and evangelical miniftra~
tions, were not without fuccefs. The wilder-
nefs and the folitary places, in the courfe of his
ftay there, bloomed and bloflomed before him..
His tra& of preaching, if I remember right,
for fome time was not lefs than fixty miles, and.
by what 1 have learnt, though not from him-
felf, he had but little of this world’s goods to.
repay his zealous and indefatigable labours ; but.
his reward, as he well knew, was it Heaven ;,
and he felt, I doubt not,. the animated joy that-
every negroe-flave, which under his miniftra-
tions becanre the Lorp’s freeman, would fur~
nifly an additional jewel to his eternal crown.
" Upon the deceafe of that excellent man the.
Rev. Mc fonathan Edwards, Prefident of the
college of Naffax-Hall in New-Ferfey, Mt Da-.
wies writes me word, that Mr Lockwood in New~
Engjond, a geritleman of worthy charaéter, was
chofen fo ﬁlglcup the vacancy. I have not yet
¢ heard, fays Mr Davies, whether he has ac.
«¢ cepted the place. The Truftees were divideds
 between him; another gentleman, and myfelf,
¢ but I happily efcaped.” But fo it was ordered,,
by Mr Lackweod’s not accepting the invitation,.
that Mr Davies was afterwards elected Prefident.
of the college ; and what concern, and indeed-
what conflernation_this choice gave him, his
letters to me amply teftify ; and'I counld parti-
cularly relate to you what views he had of
things, and what fteps he took to determine:
what was his duty. At lkft he accepted: thci
o " cal

e
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call to his important bffice of prefiding in the
college ; and tells me in a letter, dated Fune 6,
17569, * That the evidence of his duty was fo
« glain, that even his fceptical mind was fatis- -
‘ fied; and that his people faw the hand of
¢ providence in-it, and dared not to oppofe.”
" Here he was fettled for about' eighteen
months; and as -he could exercife his miniftry-
as well as prefide over the college, great things
might have been expected from that rare and
remarkable union there was in him of - what
was great and good ; and with pleafure I have
received the information from his friends how
well he fupported and adorned his charatter,
and what high expeGations were formed as to
the benefit and bleffing he was likely to prove’
to that feminary of religion and learning. ‘¢ His
*“ whole foul, fays the%etter that gives the news’ ..
“ of his death, was engaged: for the good of
“ the. youth under his care.” And' again,
¢ Naffau-Hall in tears, difconfolate, and refaf-
“ ing to be comforted.” S T
- But, alas! in the midft of his days, (little’
more than thirty-fix years of age) he was-called
away from this but opening {cene of large and
" extraordinary ufefulnefs to the invifible world,
the world-of glory and bleffedrniefs; ‘never- to-fo-
journ in-mortal clay, or to irradiate-and blefs
the church- militant' more; He is dédd, heis
departed — America in’groans proclaims her
inexpreflible lofs, and we in Great-Britain thare -
the diftrefs, and echo groan for groan. X ’
- ' Thus
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Thus ended the days on earth of this truly
great and good man; having in his little circle
of life {hed more beams, and done more fer-
vice than many a languid and lefs illuminated
foul, even in a public fphere, in the revolution
of fixty or fourfcore years.

- Truly great and good I may ftile him with-
out the fufpicion ot flattery, and without the
flight of hyperbole. Let mecall to your re-
_membrance, as proofs of what I fay, the ex-
cellent difcourfes he has delivered in this pulpit,
and the feveral Sermons of his which have been
publifhed,? ftrong in manly fenfe, loaden with
full ideas, rich with evangelical truth, and ani-
mated with the moft facred fervor for the good
- of fouls. And to thefe evidences of the admira-
ble fpirit that dwelt in him, let me add a few
paragraphs from the many letters with which,
in the courfe of about nine years correfpond-
ence, he has favoured me.

Speaking in one of his letters concerning his
children, he fays; “ I am folicitous for them

¢ when I confider what a contagious world
*¢ they have entered into, and the innate infec-
*¢ tion of their natures. There is nothing that
‘“can wound a parent’s heart fo deep, as the
“ thought that he (hould bring up children to
¢ dithenour his Gop here,-and be miferable

. ““ hereafter. ] beg your prayers for mine, and
o l);ou may expect a retaliation in the fame
¢ inda” ) .

- Vou. I. ‘ d o In
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+ In another letter he fays, *“ We have now
¢« three fons and two daughters ; whofe young
¢ minds :as they open I am endeavouring to
¢ cultivate with my own hand, unwilling to .
< truft them to a ftranger ; and I find the bu-
¢« finefs of education much more difficult than
¢ I expelted. — My dear little creatures fob and
4¢ drop a tear now and then under my inftruc-
*¢ tions, but I am not fo happy as to fee them
<* under. deep and lafting impreffions of reli-
« §ion; and this is the greateft grief they af-
¢ ford me. Grace cannot be communicated
¢¢ by natural defcent, and, if it could, they would
< receive but little from me. I earneftly beg
*¢ your prayers for them.” _ -

In another letter; < I defire.ferioufly to de-

“¢ vate to Gop and my dear country all the la-
" ¢ bours of my head, my heart, my hand and
*¢ pen ; andif he pleafes to blefs any of them I
““hope I fhall be thankful, and wonder at his
#¢ condefcending grace.— Oh ! my dear brother,
¢¢ could we fpend and be fpent all our lives in
*¢ painful, difinterefted, indefatigable fervice
s¢ for. Gop and the world, how ferene and
¢ bright would it render the fwift approach-
<« .ing eve of life! I am labouring to do a little
¢ to fave my country, and, which is of ‘much
“¢ more confequence, to fave fouls — thofe pre~
% cious, -immortal things, fouls — from death
& e from that tremendous kind of death, which
‘¢ a_foul can die. I have but little fuccefs of late,
f¢ but blefled be Gop, it furpafles my expecta-
. ¢ tion,
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¢ tion, -and much more my defert. Some of
“ my brethren labour to better purpafe. The
«¢ pleafure of the Lorp profpers in their hands.”
Another epiftle tells me, “ As for myflf, I

¢ am juft ftriving not to live in vain. I enter-
¢ ed the miniftry with fuch a fenfe of my un-
% fitnefs for it, that I had no fanguine expecta-
¢ tions of fuccefs. And a condefcending Gots
£¢ (O, how condefcending!) has made me much
¢¢ more ferviceable than I could hope. But,
< alas! my brother, I have but little, very ht-
¢ tle true religion. My advancements in heli-
“ nefs are extremely fmall : I feel what } ¢on-
$¢ fefs, and am fure it is true, and not the rant
< of exceflive or affeGted humility. It is ard
< eafy thing to make a noife in the world, té
< flourtth and harangue, to dezzk the crowd, and
%< fet thim all agape; but deeply to imbibe the
#< fpirit of chriftianity, to maintain a fecrét
3¢.walk with Gop, to be holy as he is holy, this
«is the labour, this the work. ' F ‘beg thé
s¢ affiftance of your prayers in fo grand and
*¢ important an enterprize.— The difficulty of
“¢ the minifterial work feems to grow upon my
* hands. Perhaps once in three or four months
< I preach in fome meafure as’I could wifh;
*¢that 1s, } preach as i the fight of Gop, and
*¢ asif 1 wereto ftep from the pulpit to the fu-
¢ preme tribunal. 1 fee/ my fubject. I melt
‘s¢ 1nto tears, or I thudder with horror, when I
¢ denounce the terrors of the Lorp. [ glow,
~ ® I foar in' facred -extafies, when- the love of
T d2 “ Jesus
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« Jesus is my theme, and, as Mr Baxter was
¢ wont to exprefs it, in lines more ftriking to me
« than all the fine poetry in the world,

< I preach as if I ne'er fbould preach again ; :
¢ And as a dying man fo dying men.

*¢ But, alas! my fpirits foon flag, my devotions
¢¢ languifh, and my zeal cools. It 1s really an
« afflictive thought that I ferve fo good a
¢ Mafter with fo much inconftancy; but fo it
¢ is, and my foul mourns upon the account.”
. In another letter he' fays, *“ I am labouring
¢ to do a little good in the world. But, alas!
¢« Ifind I am of little ufe: or importance. I
¢« have many defefts, but none gives me fo
« much pain and mortification as my flow pro-
< grefs in perfonal holinefs. This is the grand
¢ qualification of the office we fuftain, as well
¢ as for that heaven we hope for, and I am
¢ fhocked at myfelf when I fee how little I
¢ have of it.” N

In another of his letters he acquaints me,
¢« That he indeed feels an union of hearts
¢ which cannot bear without pain the inter-
« vention of the huge Atlantic, nor even the
< abfence of a week. But our condefcending
¢ Lorp, adds he, calls his minifters Stars, and
¢¢ he knows beft in what part of the firmament
« of the church to fix them : and (O the de-
¢« lightful thought!) they can never be out of
« the reach of his beams, though they fhine in
< different hemifpheres with regard to (;ilch
0 ‘ ¢ other.
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‘¢ other. This leads me, undefignedly, to a
‘¢ criticifm on Fude 13, on which perhaps an

‘“ aftronomer would be the beft commenter.

< CAclpss aaariTar, ofs 5 (50O 7% oxiles tic Tor aldra

“ Alipw'w. Wandring flars, to whom is referved
““ the blacknefs of darknefs for ever. Perhaps an-
¢ aftronomical critic would obferve that falfe-
«¢ teachers arc reprefented as planetary or wand--
“ ering ftars that in their eccentricities run out:
“ into an eternal Aphelion from he fun of righte-

“ oufnefs, beyond the fyftem which he warms;-
‘¢ illuminates, and beatifies, and are conftantly:
“ receding from the fountain of light, life, and

‘ blifs, and therefore muft wander through the’
¢ blacknefs of darknefs for ever; a darknefs:
‘¢ unpierced by one ray from the great fun and
<« center of the moral world — blacknefs of dark--
‘ nefs, an abftract predicated of an abftrat.

“ How gloomy and ftrong the expreffion!”

- Let me give you another quotation from his
letters. ““ I am very much pleafed and affect-
““ ed, fays he, with the fubjet of this week’s
‘ ftudy, and next Lorp’s day’s entertainment,
“ namely, A bruifed reed fhall be not break, and
“ the [moking flax fball be not quench. Such a
‘¢ bruifed reed at beft am I: a weak, opprefled,
“¢ ufelefs thing : a firidens flipula that can make
“no agreeable melody to entertain my great
¢« Shepherd. Yet this éruifed reed 1 have reafon’
¢ to hope he will not break, but bind up and
“ fupport. This fhattered pipe of ftraw he will’
“ not caft away, but repair and tune to join in

- . d 3 . . 6 thc
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“ the angelic concert on high. Tam at belt’
“ but fmoking flax ; a dying {nuff in the candle--
« ftick. of his church; a wick juft put out in
‘< the lamp of his fanCtuary, The flame of
<t divine love, funk deep into the focket of a-
¢ corrupt heart, quivers, and breaks, and catch- -
¢ es,. and feems juft expiring at times. The
¢ devil and the world raife many ftorms to-
“ blow upon it. And yet this fmokin )
¢ where tﬁz leaft fpark of that fz£red ga{gx‘:)xn
¢ ftill remains which renders it more fufceptive*
« of his love, as a candle juft put out but fill-
“¢ fmoking, is eafily rekindled.—This fmoking -
“ flax he will not quench, but blow it to a-
¢ flame, which fhall fhine brighter and bright--
-4 er till it mingle with its kindred flames in the' .
“pure element of love.” .

-1 {hall conclude my extracts from his epifto-
lary correfpondence with a part of a letter dated
Hanover, September 12, 1757. : -
. % My ever dear Friend, ' .
- ¢ ] am juft beginning to creep back from
« the valley of the fhadow of death, to which:
“ I made a very near approach a few days ago.
«] was feized with a moft violent fever, which
“ came to a crifis in a3 week, and now it is
< much abated, though 1 am flill confined to
«¢ my chamber. In this fhattered ftate my trem-
“ bling hand can write but little te you, and
«¢ what I write will be languid and confufed,
< like its author. But as the Virginia-flect is
: « about
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<< about to fail, and I know not when I fhalb
“ have another opportunity, I eannot avoid
¢¢ writing fomething. I would fit down on the
< grave’s mouth, and talk awhile with my fa«
¢ vourite friend ; and from my fituation yow
< may forefee what fubjets my cenverfatipr
¢ will turn upon—Death — Eternity -the fu-
¢ preme Tribunal. _ . o
. ¢ Bleffed be my Mafter’s name, this diforder
« found me emplayed in his fervice. 1t feizee
‘¢ me in the pulpit, like a foldier wounded im
“ the field. This has been a bufy furnmer
* with me. In about two months I rode
¢« about five hundred miles, and preached aboue
« forty. Sermons. This affords me fome plea=
¢ fure in the review. But, alas! the mixture
“of fin and of many namelefs imperfeétions
¢ that run through and corrupt all my fervices,
« give me fhame, forrow, and mortification.
“ My fever made unufual ravages upon my
‘¢ underftanding, and rendered me frequently
‘¢ delirious, and always ftupid. But, when I
‘¢ had any little fenfe of things, I generally felt
¢ pretty calm and ferene, and death, that
‘“ mighty terror, was difarmed. Indeed the
¢ thought of leaving my dear family deftitute,
“and my flock fhepherdlefs, made me often
¢ ftart back and cling to life; but in other
¢ refpeCts death appeared a kind - of indiffer-
“ ency to me. Formerly 1 have withed to live
¢ longer that I might be better prepared for
¢ Feaven, but this confideration had but very
S dg “ little
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“ little weight with me, and that for a.very
* unirfual reafon, which was this.  After long
* trial 1 found this world is a place fo unfriend-
“ly to the growth of every thing Divine and
“ Heavenly, that I was afraid, if 1 fhould live
*“ Jonger, I fhould be no better fitted for Hea-
“venthan I am. Indeed I have hardly any
“ hopes of ever making any great attainments’
“in holinefs while in this world, though I
* fhould be docmed to ftay in it as long Mezbu-
““ felah. 1 fee other chriftians indeed around
* me make fome progrefs, though they go or
“ with but a. fnail-like motion: but when I
“ confider that I fet out about twelve years old,
“and what fanguine hopes I then had of my
“¢ future progrefs, and yet that I have been almoft -
*¢ata ftand ever fince, I am quite difcouraged.
¢ == O my good Matfter, if I may dare to call
‘“thee fo, 1 am afraid I fhall never ferve thee
*“ much better on this fide the region of perfec:
“ tion. The thought grieves me: it breaks my
“ heart, but I can hardly hope better. But if 1
¢¢ have the leaft fpark of true piety in my breaft'1
¢ fhall not always labour under this complaint.
** No, my Lorp, I fhall yet ferve thee— ferve
¢ thee through an immoital duration — with
#¢ the activity, the fervour, the perfection of
““ the rapt feraph that adores and burns.—1very
““ much fufpect this defponding view of thé
*“ matter is wrong, and I do net mention it
* with approbation, but only relate it as an
* unufual reafon for my willingnefs to die;
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~* < which I never felt before, and which I could

‘ not fupprefs. .
“ In my ficknefs I found the unfpeakable im-

< portance of a Mediator in a religion for fin-

“mners. - O! I could "have given you the word
“ of a dying man for it, that that Jesus whom
* you preach is indeed a neceffary, and an all-
¢ fufficient Saviour. Indeed he is the only
“ fupport for a departing foul.. None but
¢ CHRIST, nmone but CurisT. Had I as many
« good works as Abrabam or Paul, I would not
‘ have dared to build my hopes upon fuch 3
« quickfand, but only on this firm eternal
*¢ rock. . v : o

‘I am rifing up, my brother, with a defire
‘ to recommend him better to my fellow fin-

¢ ners, than 1 have done. But, alas! I hardly

“ hope to accomplifh it. He has done a
¢¢ great deal more by me already than ever I
« expelted, and infinitely more than I deferved.
“ But he never intended me for great things.
‘¢ He has beings both of my own and of fuperior
¢¢ orders that can perform him more worthy fer-
“vice. O! if I might but unty the latchet
«¢ of his fhoes, or draw water for the fervice
« of his fanctuary, it is enough for me. Iam
“¢ no angel, nor would I murmur becaufe I am
€¢ not ) . .

“ My ftrength fails me, and I muft give over

$¢ —pray for me = write to me—love me living’
' R { 4 an



Ixxiv.  The Operations of Gop fown
« and dying, én earth, and in. Hcaven--and
“« hope the fame from, Dear Sir,

- - Your beart-umted Friend

- - N ’
as -

S and Semant*

]ndge you from thefe paﬂ'ages, wrote in the
freedom of friend(hip; and to one to whom he
ed not to lay open the fecrets of his
bofom, what a lofs- the church has fuftained,
and how much our world is. 1mpovenfhed by
the death of dear Mr Davres, in the vigour of
his days, ‘arid in the meridian of his ufefulnefs.
- 'With how much juftice may we apply to
him, with a little alteration, an epitaph whichi
he eompofed for a moft beloved friend of his,
and an eminent chriftien (2)! -

s¢ The calours of expreffion are too faint, -
* Let thought defcribe what thought alone can

paint: .
« Think what the chm(han, preacher, fnend
. fhould be,
« You ve then hxs chara&er for fuch was He;

- Such

:, ' If there fhould be fome paffages in this letter that may do fo

much honour to the Editor ' as might have induced him in pru-
' @ence to have: fopprefied them, -he frankly -acknowledges, in the
words he made ufe of in 2 marginal Note to the Dedieation of 2
Sermon which Mr Dawies infcribed to him, (Zbe wefels of Mercy,
and the veffals of Wrash, printed in London, 1758.) “ that.he is
¢« ynwilling to deny himfelf the pleafure of its being known,
& whercver thefe Sermons may be read, that he was honoused with
& Mr Dawies's intimate friendfhip.”
(=) Captain Grant of Philadelphia.

P —
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-Su¢h a blow, fuch an uncommon. and difs *
trefling blow has been given in the death ‘of -
~ Mr Davies. And now what fhall wedo? to -
what fha]l we recur, or to what quarter {hall .
we lack for help under fuch an awful provi-
dence ? My advice is, that we fhould ferioufly
~ and attentively turn our minds to'the paflage
~ of facred writ'which I mentioned at the begin-"

ning of my Difcourfe, e
Who (that is, Gop) works all things after the -
counfel of bisown will, : -
~ Without enquiring into the context, the-
words may .be regarded as a diftint propofi..
tion. He, thatis, Gob, works. He werks, or.
he works with enérgy and irrefiftible” power, »
in fuch a manner as none befides Him either -
has ability or right to work, He works like
himfelf, he works with the omnipotence that : -
belongs to Him, and which is his effential and
_ diftinguifhing attribute®. - Farther, nat only .
does Gop work, but he works all things, all
things done by Him in Heaven and-carth, in
all the provinces of his vaft empire, all things
in nature, providence, and grace, all things ’

. n

* That the word (‘Erepy&r1@+) here tranflated wvbe averis, Con-
tajns in it that forcible meaning which I bave here afcribed to it,
we moay learn from what the critics have faid upon it. “ Hac vacs
¢ figpificatur atio conjun&ta cum efficacia, & quidem fumma,
¢ que prohiberi nullo modo pofit. LXX otuntur, Jai. xli. ¢.*
Lriousus in verb, * At Greca vox magis fonat, sus cujes vi &

“ @irtule funt omnia, h.e. omnia agentis ac moderantis.” Exage -
mus inloc. Could we admit of fuch an Englith word, the origi- ~
nal might be rendered who energizes all things, e,
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- in’ time, and ‘all things in etérnity. And He

works all things after the counfel of his own -

will, that is, as He pleafes. His will is the
fource of his ation. He gives an account of
his matters to none. None in the army of
Heaven, or among the inhabitants of the earth
have any authority to fay unto Him, What doft
Thou? " He depends upon none, but all, all

worlds and beings depend upon Him, and"

therefore none are to prefume to dictate to
Him, or dire¢t Him what is or what is not to
be ‘done by Him. But obferve, that though
He works, and works all things, and all this
as He pleafes, yet it is after the counfel of his
own will. We are to confider Gop indeed as
agreat fovereign, as Lorp of all, higher than
the higheft, fupreme and unrivalled in perfec-
tion and glory, who is not to be called to the
tribunal of his creatures, or to be queftioned

by them as. to what ‘He pleafes to perform. -
We are not to fnatch the fceptre or the balance
from his hands. But yet this we may be affur-

ed of, that. whatever Gop does 1s done not
from .a kind.of blind though omnipotent ne-
ceffity, or donein a kind of random, or by an
unguided or unmeaning exertion of power ;
but that he works all things after the counfel,
the defign, or wifdem of his own Will *.  Sur-

' P ey

® The word (8oua») here tranflated counfe! may, according to
_the learned Stepbens in his Thefaurus Greece Lingua, be rendered a
decree OF 7¢folution, a counfel or advice, whether good or bad, or a

- .
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vey the great JenovAH as he is indeed in his
own nature, and in the revelation he has made
of himfelf. If He is fovereign, and accounta-
ble to none, yet He is wife, and infinitely wife.
We are not to view Gobp partially, but as far
ye we can compleatly, as the fountain. of all
perfection ; as containing in his nature an har-
mony of all that is excellent and glorious. He
has a right to do, and He can do whatfoever
He pleafes in all his wide-extended dominions,
yet what He pleafes is always worthy of him-
felf. He is the aggregate, the fyftem of ex-
cellence, and one attribute never difplays itfelf
* to the diminution or eclipfe of another. ~AsHe
’ is

confultation or deliberation. I we underftand the word here of
decree or refolution as applied to-G op, we are certain that fuch-a
decree or refolution in Deity had its birth in wifdom, or in no way
derogatory to it. If we interpret the word of counfe/ or advice,
who fees not that wifdom is taken into the account ? it is the cou-
Jel, it is the advice of the Gop of unerring wifdom. But if we take
the word, and what forbids that we fhould not {o tranflate it ? as
denoting confiltation ot deliberaticn, then we are led in the ftrong-
eft manner to conclude that the will of G o b proceeds upon wif-
dom. Not that there is properly or firi€tly any fuch thing as con-
Jultation or deliberation in the divine mind ; but we may hereby
‘conceive, fpeaking of G o p after the manner of men, thatGop,
when he wills, wills in fach a wife manner, and upon fuch wor-
thy reafons, as if he had firft confulted and deliberated with him.-
felf what was proper to be done. Liber¢ quidem, quia ex voluh-
tate, fed tamen etiam fapienter & jufte quia ex confilio voluntatis,
Zancu. ¢ But becaufe, fays the great Howe, he ordars all things
¢ according to the counfel of his will, we muft conceive fome
‘e weighty reafon did induce hereto.” Howe's Redesmer’s Domi-
siow over the invifible world, p. 72. Folio Edition; Vol II,
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© is the greateft, fo He is the beft of beings.
‘Wifdom dwells eternally and effentially in the di-
vine Will, and who poflefled of fo much reafon

as its unoriginated and indefectible fource?
though none can limit Gop, yet He, with reve-
‘rence be it fpoken, limits himfelf, limits himfelf

' by the rule which infinite wifdom prefcribes to

infinite power. Hear the aceounts fcripture gives

of Him. He is the rock, bis works are perfei?,”

Sor all kis ways are judgment; a Gob of truth,
“and without imquity, juft and right is be (a). He
‘s wife in beart, as well as mighty in firength (4).
His judgments are a great deep (c), but they are
‘judgments, the children of wifdem and coun-
fel ttill.  If clouds and darknefs are round about

- bim, yet righteoufnefs and judgment are the babita-
,tion of bis throne (d). His works are truth, and

bis ways judgment (¢).. . The Almighty will not

. pervert judgment (f). His ways are equal (g),
-dire&edl by the ftraight )

unerring line of infinite
wifdom. Be this then an eftablifhed truth with
‘us, that, whatever perplexity and darknefs

~ may encompafs the divine proceedings, there

is nothing which Gop does, that Gop who
works all things after the counfel of bis own Will,

~but what 1s juft and right and good, and that
-~ hisevery ation is no other than the birth of

confummate counfel, or that the planof wif-

. , dom
* () Deut. xxxii. 4. (8 Jobix. 4. '
© (c) Pfal. xxxvi. 6 (4) Pfal. xcvii. z. o
" (¢) Dan. iv. 37. “ (f) Job xxxiv.12. ¢

© (g) Ezek, xviii, 25,

e i o e e e = N - ek s Eog e g wt B3 O
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.dom is laid as'the foundation of all his govern-
ment. And particularly in fuch an event as
we are now confidering, the removal of fuch
an excellent and worthy perfon as Mr Dasves
from our world, in the prime of life, andat
fuch a junfture as this, when there are fo few
furviving perfons of fuch ability and charalter,
we are to .believe and own that, as the blow was
unqueftionably given by Gop, it was perf
right, and that not the leaft thadow or fulpicion
of blame or wrong is to be afcribed to the moft
“high, moft holy, moft wife, moft faithful, and
moft merciful Gon. And even though we could
-mot .difcern one reafon, one end of wifdom or
'goodnefs anfwered by fuch an awful providence
‘we are now confidering, yet ftill we are not to
.doubt but thatthe All-wife as well as Almighty
Gob has proceeded upon motives, though ab-
folutely impenetrable by us, worthy of himfelf;
that he dwells in the thickeft darknefs, and
that the glories of his perfections are inthroned
at the center, though not a ray of them pene-
trates and breaks through thc external veil.
But perhaps upon a careful and fteady furvey
of this moft affliftive providence we may attain
~ to fome difcovery .of the purpofes or counfels of
Deity in the deceafe of fuch an excellent perfon
as Mr Davies in the prime of his days, and in
the very height of his ufefulnefs. And, though
we are not to call the Lorp of all to our tri»
banal, yet perhaps we may not venture beyond
our line, or deviate frem the path of duty, nay
. . wWe
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we may on the other hand be glorifyjing Gobp,
as well as compofing and comforting ourfelves,
if, with profound humility and reverence, we
make the enquiry, Wherefore it is that Gop,
who works all things after the counfel of bis own
Will, is pleafed to call away by death the ex-
cellent ofP' the earth in the vigour of life, and

in the meridian of their fervices for the glory of
Gop, and the good of his Church ? Thefe hard

myfteries may not upon.a diligent refearch be:

altogether inexplicable, and thefe dark paffages
of providence upon a clofe furvey may appear
illuminated with evident.and illuftrious beams
of wifdom and love. Accordingly I fhall en-
deavour, I 'truft with a decency becoming a
poor imperfet creature examining.into the
ways of the moft high and glorious Gop, to re-
folve this problem of providence, « Why the
*¢ excellent of the earth fhould be taken away
“ in the flower or prime of their age, and
¢ from the moft enlarged {pheres of ufefulnefs,

“ or what inftrutions and improvement we -

* may gather from fuch feemingly unkind and
¢ undefirable difpenfations?” It o/ faid to

his Gop, and we do not find he was blamed

for it, * Shew me wherefore thou contendeft
* with me (b)? If we are to hear the rod, and
“ that Gop, who has appointed it (/) ? And if
* in the day of adverfity we are to confider (£),”
certainly we are fo far from wandering out of
B - o - the

{#) Jobx. 2. - (i) Micah vi..q.

(#) Eccl. vii, 14. : '
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the path of duty, that we are on the contrary
-found in it, when, with a due deference to
Deity, we not only acknowledge his righteouf-
nefs, # but talk with him concerning his judg-
* ments (/).* And,
(1.) In the removal of the excellent of the

¢arth in the flower or prime of their days, and
“in the height of their ufefulnefs, we may be
taught the wonderful Majefty and independent
glories of the great Gop over all bleflfed for
evermore. * Gop will have it known, fays
¢ the venerable Mr Howe on an - occafion not
** unlike that which has given rife to our dif+
‘“ courfe*, that though he ufes inftruments,
* he needs them not. I is a piece of djving
¢ royalty and magnificence, that when he hath
¢ prepared and polifhed fuch an utenfil, fo
‘¢ as to be capable of great fervice, he can lay
*“ it by without lofs.” Gobp can maintain and
carry on his own caufe, and anfwer his coun-
4els, without the interpofition of his creatures,
or, if he pleafes, he may employ only meaner
inftruments, and may call home from the
vineyard the ableft and beft of his fervants, to
fhew his Church he can accomplifh his pleafurg
without them. E

. (2:) Gop may cut off the excellent of the
‘earth in the flower or prim¢ of their days, and
in the beight of their ufefulnefs, to endear and
. Vor. L. B - ' mag-

< (B Jer. xii. 1. ‘
~ ..® Hows's Redeemer’s Dominion over the Invifible World, an

the Death of Fabn Hoghtes, Eq; '
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magnify his' power and grace in - unexpectedly
raifing up others amidit the defponding fears
and forrows of his people. When Gop takes
away. the excellent of the earth, fuch as were
moft eminently formed for fervice, in the midft
of their days, the Church of Gop, the friends
* of Zion, are apt to fink into great anxiety and
diftres, and to fay with Zim of old, * The
# Lorp has forfaken me, and my Gop hath
“ forgotten me (m) ;* or with Facob, * All thefe
= things are againft me (z).* Now at the very
juncture when the people of Gop are thus de-
“jeCted, when their hearts are trembling for the
Ark of the Lorp, for Gop then to arife and to
make the time of his Church’s extremity the
time of his mercy in raifing up others, and
pouring out his Spirit upon them in a plentiful
_ effufion of gifts and graces, how does he here-
by moft wonderfully illuftrate his power and
love? His light, his favour towards Zion ap-
gears as it were with a double brightnefs, thus
reaking out from amidft a night of thick
- darknefs; and the people of Gop with a moft
fively and powerful fenfe of the divine goodnefs,
acknowledge that Gop has done great things
- for them which they looked not for, and that
nothing but his own arm, and. his own love,
could have helped them in fuch a diftrefling fea-
fon. Hereby Gob is more eminently feen, and
glorified, and the work appears to be -the
Lorp’s, and is wonderful in his people’s eyes.
S . + (3-) Gob
(=) Ifa. xlix. 14 ‘4 (n) -Gen. xlii. 36. - -
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(3.) Gop may takeaway the excellent of the
earth in the flower or prime of their days, and
in the meridian of their ufefulnefs, to thew us
more powerfully and affeCtingly the vanity of
the prefent ftate. Gop fhews us the vanity of
- the prefent ftate when he takes away perfons

inold age, when ;Pey have reached their three-
fcore years and terf, or fourfcore years, for by
fuch inftances we are taught what a mere
hands-breadth of being this life is, even in its
utmoft extent, and how foon our exiftence in
this world will be terminated, even though it
is protrated to its fartheft limit. But when
death, ufurping, as it were, by violence the
fickle from the delaying hands of time, cuts
off perfons in the bloom or in the prime of
life, then is the vanity of the prefent ftate
preached to us in the moft ftriking, affeCting
manner. And if with the bloom of youth or
prime of manhood great intelleCtual abilities
and fuperior acquired accomplithments, diftin-
guifhed piety and moft enlarged ufefulnefs are
cut off, then, in the moft folemn awful accents,
is the vanity of the prefent ftate proclaimed to
us, and our ears receive the leffon, not in foft
whifpers, not in a common voice, but in peals
of thunder. Then we hear the cry founding,
as it were, in an overwhelming and irrefiftible
-energy, * All fle(h is grafs, and all the goodli-
# nefs thereof is as the flower of the field : the
# grafs withers, the flower fades, becaufe the
: €2 “ Spirit
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* Spirit of the Lorp blows upon it (o).* I fee
a man in the vigour and ftrength of conftitu-
tion, a man ennobled beyond the common
multitude by a bright and lively imagination,
by a clear and piercing judgment, by a manly
and commanding -eloquence : I fee a man fu-
perior to his fellow-chriftians and -his fellow=
minifters, by a moft fublime, fteady, rational,
and uniform piety, and by an unextinguifh-
able zeal, and unwearied labour for the glory
of Gop and the good of fouls; this man,
thus richly furnifhed and qualified, is taken
away by a fudden ftroke, or after a few
days illnefs, and an end, an utter end is
put to all his Juftre and benefit in our world.
What inference refults from all this, but
that all is vanity here below ? If the beft we
meet with on earth is thus fugitive and uncer-
tain, if it may fo foon be gone, for ever gone
from us, then * verily every man at his beft
# eftate,* and the beft of men too, * are alto-
-« gether vanity (p). The pearls and jewels of
our world may be as foon taken from it as the
dirt and drofs. ‘There is mortality, there is
‘death in my choiceft enjoyments.. I fee that
the tall cedar may be cut down as well as the
‘humble plant. Stars of the firft magnitude,
"as well as the fmaller orbs, may quit the fkies,
‘and vanifh from my fight. ' Death makes no
diftintion between good and bad, between the
- greateft and meaneft, the belt and worft. Now
-he hrls his dart at the poor peafant, and no}\:v

. . e

{o) Ha. L. 6, 7. (p) Pfal. xxxix. §.
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he lanches it at the monarch on his throne.
Now his fhaft - fmites the chriftian in his pri-
vate walks of life, and now his unerring ftroke
lays the eminent genius, {cholar, and minifter
in the duft. # All things,” in this fenfe, * come
# alike to all (7). And is this the cafe, do the
floods of death alike overwhelm the ftately and
richly freighted fhip, as the fmall bark or boat, -
then why fhould I doat upon the creature? If.
I build my fond expectations of peace and com-
fort upon the beft of men, I build upon the.
‘fanid. My deareft friendfhips, and richeft joys
on earth may be dafhed in pieces in an hour,
in a moment. . All on earth is fhadow, and
when I look even to the very beft it can afford,
I fee the fame vanity and Kailty there, which
are common to lower and meaner things. ,
- (4.) Gop may cut off the excellent of the:
earth in the flower or prime of their days, and
in the height of their ufefulnefs, to bring our
hearts into a nearer and more intimate.depén--
dence upon himfelf. How pleafed are we apt
to be with our enjoyments here below, and
efpecially with our pious friendfhips and con--
nexions ? And it may be that we are in fuch
cafes the lefs aware of danger, and the lefs up-.
on our guard as to excefs, as we are certain.
that it is no way finful, but on the other hand
acceptable in the fight of Gop, to value the ex-
cellent of the earth, and to be delighted with
their converfe and company. .But even here
S €3 . we
{g) Ecdl. ix. 2.
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we may exceed, and by an inordinate regard to’
. only creatures and inftruments we may be Jed
aftray from our Gop, or may not fo much
confider, adore, and enjoy Him in them as we’
ought. The creature, the inftrument therefore
of which we were too fond, and on which we
relied too much, may be removed from us in
order to prevent that facrilege of our beft affec-
tions, or that unwarrantable withdrawment of
a great part of them from Heaven, which we
were before too apt to indulge. Gop has a
right to our entire hearts, and, unlefs we look
to him, and own him in all our beft enjoy-
ments, we may provoke him to remove them
from us, and this he may do that he may bring
us into more intimate union with himfelf, and
dependence upon him, that the creature may
" be fhewn to be nothing better than a creature,
and that he may be honoured and acknow-
ledged asall in all.  Peter, upon the mount of
transfiguration, fays, that it * was good for
* them to be there, and was for making three
# tabernacles, one for his Lorp, one for Mofes,
* and one for Elias ; but it is told us, he knew
© # not what he faid (»),* and the bright vifion
was foon ‘concluded. - Gop may righteoutly,
and indeed gracioufly remove creatures, the
beft of creatures from us, if they draw off too
much of the current of our affeGtions from him-~
felf : the ciftern breaking may endear to us the
living fountain : the reed finking may recom-
- : mend

(") Lnke ixo 33\;
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mend us to the Rock of ages. Gop may take
away this and the other created excellency that
~our weakne(s has fet up as a veil between Him
and our fouls, that we may lie the more o
to his'immediate communications, and that we
may better remember and practife our duty,
# to love the Lorp our Gop with all our heart,
# with all our foul, with all our mind, and with .
# all our ftrength (s5).* . -
(5-) As by the death of the excellent of he
earth in the flower or prime of their days, we -
are taught that no ftrength of conftitution, or
eminency, or ufefulnefs, are fecurities from
death, fo we may hereby be excited the more
diligently to attend to our work, and prepare
for our difmiffion. If we fee others taken
away younger and ftronger then ourfelves, then.
what 1s the inference, but that we may. be.cut
off as well as they, and indeed more eafily than -
they ? If we obferve others more eminent and
more ferviceable than ourfelves called away
from life, if their brighter fplendors and more
extenfive benefit to mankind were no protec-
tion from. the arreft of death, then what may
we their inferiors expect ? We have no exemp-
tion from ficknefs, pain, or fudden death, or
death in the midft of our days, any more than
others. If we had the wifdom of Solomon; or the
zeal and ufefulnefs of St Paul, ftill, like them,
we fhould be no better than mortal. Hear then
the voice of Gob to ‘you, fpeaking from the
b € 4 .. - .. afhes
(s) Mark xii. 30.



Loexvili -+ The Operations of Gob fhowon

athés".of the young, the ftrong, the learned,
the eminently pious and ufeful: * Stand with
* your loins girded, and your lamps burning.
¢ Give diligence to make your calling and
“ election fure. Work while it is day; the
¢ night comes when no man can work. “What-
“ foever thine hand finds to do, do it with thy
# might.* Do not think that becaufe you are

a tree, even a palm, or a vine * whofe fruit .

¥ gheers both Gop and man (¢),* that therefore
the ordet will not be iffued out, Hew down thé
tree, cut off its branches, and even pluck up
fts roots. Flatter not yourfelf becaufe you are
a faint and fervant of Gop, or a minifter of
fome confiderable influence and importance in
the Church, that death can have no power
over you ; dream not of an abiding-place here ;
you dwell in a tabernacle that may be foon
taken down, evén though it is a tabernacle
which is Holinefs to the Lorp. Attend then
to your work ; every day look out for death,
and view yourfelf as at the brink of the grave,
and at the door of eternity. :

(6.) By the death of .the excellent of the

earth in the flower or prime of their days, and-

in the midft of their fervices to Gop and his
Church, we may be led to inquire, whether
there is no anger exprefled againft us by theit
fudden, and in refpet of the common age of
man, untimely removal, .

' : -  As,

- tr) Judges ix, xz;;
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As, (1.) We may do well to confider whe-
ther there may not be fome judgments impend-
ing over us. If ambaffadors are called home, it
may become the nation, where they were, to
- confider whether a rupture is not likely to enfue.
Every good man that is taken away from our
world isa lofs to it, a deduétion from its worth,
in proportion to his goodnefs. There is a lofs
of his inftructions, his example, and his -
ers. And if the beft of men aré cut oﬂg the
lofs grows fo much the greater, and outr appre:
henfions of the divine refentment may very
juttly be fo much the more awakened. Doves
fly home to theit windows at the coming ftorm.,
# The Righteous perifhes and no man lays it t6
= heart; and merciful then are taken away,
« none confidering that the Righteous i3 taken
= away from the evil to come (z).* Loz leaves
Sodom, and when he is gone the floodgates of
vengeance are fet open, and the city is turned
into deftruttion. Do not let us think lightly
of the matter, that we fee the beft of men, men
that were holy wreftlers with Gop, and ftood
in the breach to plead with him to turn away
his wrath, removed from our world in the midft
of their days, efpecially when fo few fervants
and faints of Gop remain behind, and the
world is fo generally filled with impiety, and
all manner of wickednefs. Good Hezekiah,
and after him good Fofizh, muft go to their
: S graves

(«) Haiah bvii, 1 ' o
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graves before the deftruction comes upon Fu-
daband ferufalem. . o
- (2). And as we know not but the deaths of
the excellent of the earth in the midft of their
days, and in the midft of their ufefulnefs, may -
portend fome judgments from Gop coming up-
on us, fo let us hence be excited the more ear-
neftly to deprecate them, and pray for his mer-
ciful regardstous. If the excellent of the earth
are taken away, and taken away in the midft
of their ufefulnefs, and if, in fuch difpenfations
of Providence, we may hear, .as it were, the
firft alarms of the Almighty’s anger from his
fecret place of thunder, let us be the more fer-
vent in our fupplications that he would turn
away his anger, and not deal with us after ous
fins, nor reward us according to our iniquities.
The more gloomy apprehenfion, the more ap~
parent danger, the more fhould we be excited
to prayer, lively and importunate prayer. Let
us %eg of Gop, and beg the more earneftly, that
he would have compalffion upon us, and that
the tokens of his judgments may proceed no
farther, and not continue upon us till the judg-
ments themfelves defcend upon usin a ftorm of
refiftlefs and overwhelming vengeance. And,
(3.) As we know not but the deaths of the
excellent of the earth, in the midft of their days
and ufefulnefs, may be the forerunners of fome
judgments from Gob at the door, let us prepare
to meet our Gob if he fhould come out againft
us in'the way of his judgments. Do we hear
the
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the found of hisanger, and are there fome aw-
ful flathes, though at prefent at a diftance, that
feem to fignify an approaching tempeft, then
let us prepare to meet our Gop. “ Prepare to
# meet thy Gop, O Ifrael (w).* Let us gird
our chriftian armour clofe about us. Let us .
ftrengthen ourfelves in our Gop, and abound
in the exercifes of a dependence upon him
whofe # grace only is fufficient for us, and
# whofe ftrength alone can be perfected in our
# weaknefs (x).* Let us be in a readinefs to
follow our Gob at his call either through the
waters or fires of affliCtion, being as willing
magnanimoufly to fuffer for him, as we are -
chearfully to ferve him, and not being at all
thaken in mind or fpirit by the moft grievous
calamities and trials of life; having an inviola-
ble connexion with, and a fure intereft in him .
# who will make all things work together for -
# our good (y),* and who has promifed us a -
better life and a better world, after we have
fuffered a while, * even an inheritance incor-
* ruptible, undefiled, and that fades not away,
}z)," and an admiffion into his palace and pre- .
ence, where * there is- fulnefs of joy, and a.
# place at his right hand where are pleafures
# for evermore (a).” _
(7.) By the deaths of the excellent of the
earth in the flower or prime of their days, and
' ' in
(w) Amosiv, 12, - (») 2 Cor. xii. 9.
(7) Rom. viit. 28, (=) 1 Peteri. 4.
() Pfal. xvi. 11,
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in the midft of their ufefulnefs, let us be excited

to exert ourfelves more vigoroufly and conftant-
: l{ to glorify Gop, and ferve our generation,
than hitherto we have done. Their removal
{hews us that we may be removed, and fo quick-
ens us to our duty; and their lofs likewife, their
lofs to the world, {hould alfo excite us to daty,
fince, though there is as much work as ever,
yet there are fewer labourers to perform it.
The more the world is impoverifhed, the more
let us endedvour to entich it. * If an army is

thinned of its numbers, let the officers, the

foldiers that remain, not be unwilling to go
through double fervice, and to exert themielves
with a double aétivity and vigour..

-(8.) By the removal of the excellent of the.
earth in the flower or prime of their days, and -

in the height of their ufefulnefs, we are fure

that we have loft by their departure from our

world one tie to earth, and gained one attach-
ment more to Heaven. The excellent of the
earth aré taken away s our friends, our com-

panions with whom we took fweet counfel. In-

every fuch:inftance one more bond to earth and
time is confequently broken. We are in one
more degree detached from the charms of the

creature, and hereby may come nearer, if we:

rightly improve the providence, to a delive-

rance frpm this world,. that may have:had too:

faft an hold of our hopes and affections. Had
our pious and excellent friends ftayed behind
us, the theught of parting from them, though

. -, but

e e e
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but for a time, might have thrown a gloom.
upon our expiring moments, -and fharpened
the fting of death. But they are gone, and
life has loft by the departure of each of them
one of its ftrongeft engagements, And as we
have dropt one tie to earth by their removal,
fo we have gained one more argument for
Heaven. Heaven lets down one more attrac-
tive, and a fweet and powerful attrative it is,
to draw up our hearts and hopes to it; Heaven,
where our immortal treafure lies, and whither
our pious friends are gone. Let us feel the at-
tachment, and the more Heaven enlarges its
glorious and bleffed company of Saints made
perfect, the more let us look by faith within
the veil, and the more ready let us be to follow
our brethren that have died in CurisT to the
world of glory, that we may fhare with them
in their eternal bleflednefs, and ‘in the joys of
?l?i intimate, perfect, and- indifloluble friend-
?9.) And laftly, Let the removal of the ex-
celent of the earth, in the flower or prime of
their days, and in the meridian of their ufeful-
nefs, quicken us to importunate and inceflant
prayer that Gon would pour out his Spirit up-
on fuch of his fervants as remain, and upon
our rifing miniftry, and rifing generation.
The refidue of the Spirit is with Gop, and it
is a refidue copious enough to qualify and con-
fecrate fuch as furvive, or fuch as are entering
into. life, and fervice, ,with as eminent gifts
and as eminent graces, as thofe who are

gone
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gone before us. ‘O for the Spirit of the af-
cending Elijabs to reft upon our young
Elifbas! * The harveft truly is great, but
# the labourers are few; let us earneftly and
“ inceflantly befeech the Lorp of the har-
# veft that he would fend forth labourers into
* his harveft (4).* O that Gop would kindle
by his Almighty Breath, and a rich Unction
from himfelf, bright and burning Lamps, to
fill up the places of thofe which are removed
from his fanctuary below to fhine in his Tem-
ple above! Let the death of fuch an eminent
fervant of CarisT as Mr Davies, in the prime
of his age, and in the height of his ufefulnefs,
excite us to importunate and abundant prayer

that Gop would be pleafed, in compaflion to

our world, to raife up like inftruments of his
glory both in our land, and wherever his Name
i1s known, or there are any opportunities to
preach his gofpel ! O for the defcent of a double
portion of the Spirit upon furviving Minifters,
and upon all other nurferies of Religion and
Learning at home and abroad | * Where is the
* Lorp Gop of Eljah?* He lives, he is ftill
with us, though Eljabis gone. To him there~
fore let us look, to him let us pray with holy
importunity and zeal, that the time, even the fet
time to favour his Zion, may come. Let but
the Lorp “ give the word, and pour out of his
“ Spirit, and great {hall be the number of thofe
* that publifh it (¢). Let him but clothe his
. - . . P Prieﬁs
(8) Matt. ix. 37,38. (¢) Pfal, Ixviii: 11.
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» Priefts with Salvation, and his people fhall
. * (hout aloud for joy (4)."

And thus have I endeavoured, from various
confiderations, to refolve this problem in pro-
vidence, “ Why the excellent of the earth
¢ {hould be taken away in the flower or prime
¢ of their age, and from the moft enlarged
¢ fpheres of ufefulnefs, or what inftru&ions
¢ and improvement we may gather from fuch
¢ feemingly unkind and undefirable difpenfa-
« tions.” I pretend not to affign all the reafons
of fuch a conduét in Deity, in that ® Gobp who
= works all things after the counfel of his own
« will,* but yet poffibly I may have affigned
fome, and fome fuch as may convince us that
even thefe afflictive, and perhaps frequently
fuppofed impenetrable praceedings, are not
without evident traces of the divine wif-
dom, righteoufnefs, and mercy upon them to
a duly obferving eye, fo that we may not only
as the voice of faith, but as the confeflion of
experience, fay, “ I know, O Lorp, that thy
* judgments are right, and that thou in faith-
* fulnefs haft afflicted me (¢).”

I fhall only add, that whether we can or
cannot inveftigate the motives in the counfels
of aholy, wife, and merciful Gop, why fuch
providences fhould . take place, as the removal
of the excellent of the earth in the flower or
- : : . prime
. (4) Pfal, cxxxii. 16. - () Pl exix. 75,



¥vi  The Operations of Gop fhoun

prime of their days, and in the height of their
ufefulnefs, yet two things methinks are indif-
penfible duties upon us in fuch difpenfations,
Congratulation and Submiffion. Congratulation that
our pious friends are gone to a better world,
for as one fays*, ** Was not felf-love too pre-
¢ dominant, and our faith of invifible realities
* too weak, we fhould rejoice at a pious rela-
%¢ tive (or friend’s) admiffion into the Society
¢ of the Blefled.. We congratulate them upon
* fome petty advantage gained in this low
¢ ftate of being, and again we mourn their
‘ advancement to the higheft degree of honour
* and felicity, becaufe out of our ken! fuch
- aukward and prepofterous creatures are
¢ we !” : : .*
The other duty is Submiffion, Submiffion to
the high and holy, though awful will of Hea-
ven. Patience has its bour of exertion and ef-
fulgence in the darknefs of providence, and the
feafon of our greateft trials. * Father, not my
# will but thine be done,® how glorious, how
pleafant to hear from a foul under the preffures
of the foreft affliGions! 1 have often thought of
the noble fpeech of the Archbifhop of Cambray,
who, when he heard the news of the Duke of
Burgundy's death, to whom he had been Pre-
ceptor, and for whom he had the moft tender
aftection, burft into tears, but yet prefei{}g :
© @ Extra@ls of the letters of Samwel Holden, Efq; preferved in

a Funeral Difcourfe of Dr Benjamin Colman’s for thag worthy
Gentleman. .
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faid, * If I knew that by the turn of a ftraw
¢ I could recover him to life, and yet at the
¢ fame time was affured that it was contrary
« to the will of Gop, I would not do it.” O
for a complacential acquiefcence in the divine
difpofals! O for the meek and chearful fur-
render of our wills to the will of our God!
This temper how loyal and dutiful, and how
comfortable and happy! May this be our ex-
perience till faith is turned into fight, and hope
and patience fhall be fwallowed up in boundlefs
“and everlafting fruition and joy !

- Vor. L - f ' AN
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By THOMAS GIBBONS, D.D.

Te Apollinari nuper in agmine,
Florentis 2wi robore vidimus N
Stantem magifirum, lacrymofo
Precipitem cecidiffe Fato.
Mox ut caducis artubus ingruit
» Mors eflucfa torrida febribus,
" Ferocientes devoluta
Stamina diripuére Parca.
Candente byffo pewfa fluentia
Rupére nodos : occidis, occidis,
Ornate, ceu quondam procellis
Bxanimes cecidére Nardi:
Ceu dum per Hortos caruled mans
Defeevit udus Fupiter, imbribus
Sterni reluctantes Acanthi
Lqﬂ'a Jolo pofuere colla,
Casiu. Lyric. Lib, iii. Od. 26.

HE voice of infpiration oft proclaims
In various ftile, butin unvarying fenfe,
THAT VAIN ARE ALL THINGS HERE: and oft the

Mufe, _ v
fa - In
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In echos to the Oracles of Gop,
Has fung how Van1TY corrodes the root,
And blafts the bloom of fublunary blifs.
But feafce the awful ¥erity has glanc’d,
Has touch’d the mental furface, ere it di’d,’
And left this foolith heart intrench’d in earth,
Enamour’d with its fhows, and rich in dreams
©f joys below fmmacnlate and fure; - - - :
But what fhe gcnpture taught, and what the MuTé'
CohlefCd withbut fenfition or effed, -~ .~ .
I now in Thunders from experience feel. ‘
How my heart heaves in anguith and ‘defpait !
O’erpawer’d by demonfttationi, ftorm’d by fats,
Redoubling falts, THAT ALL ON EARTH IS VAIN,

My Father (a), whom tiy memory recals
Vig’rous in life, and arm’d with manly ftrength,
That prophefi’d a date of fosrfcore years,
Stabb’d by that dire remorfelefs Murderer
THE STONE, at fixty funk into the grave,
My other Parent (b) too had not attain’d
"To feventy years before her houfe of clay,
Sapp'd by refiftlefs premature decays,
Fell all precipitate in ruins down,
And now is mould’ring with its kindred duft.
My Bretbren too0, each younger than myfelf,

' In

(2) The Rev. Mr Trowas Gresons, many yedss Paffot 6F the
Church at Royfion, Herts. He deceafed Jpri/ 18, 1757,

(6) Mrs Grace Gissons, who died February 4, 1764.. in the
Sixty-fixth year of her age.




ar the Degty of Mr Davies. c
In their gay prime were hprri'd to the tomb ;.
Thrice, thrice I wept that dear rdatwuﬂam(c).

Py But not within my Family alone

Has Death his fickle thruft ; his cruel ftroke
Alike has cut my choiceft Friend/bips down,
Warrs, Norcurt, Grov’NoR, GUYSE, arc all
inhum’d.

No more with them fhall [ the focial hour o
Enjoy, with pleafure and improvement crowp’d.

But they were ancients, and had pafs’d the tmwis
The threcfeore years and tep of human life :
Nor can we haope the adamantine laws
Of nature, that commiffion Death to feize
On age, 2gd laws fo rigidly fulfill'd o
In boundlefs havoc throygh.the human race,
That not ong mortal rifes from the wreck
Through the long race of time, fhould be repeal’d
To gratify our with. As Awumn yields . . :
To Winter’s defolation ; or as Night
Ends the lgng funthine of a Summer’s day
In raylefs glooms, fo Death fits clofe behind
Protra&ed life, and claims it as his prey.
Here we refign ; and though we wail our lofs,
And mourn a dark’ned and impoverith’d world, -
Yer not ane murmur mingles with our fighs.

But when a noble Genjus, fcarce beneath
An Angel’s tow’ring intellect, refin’d

To all the luftre fuiemce can impart,

'_f3 : - And

(¢) . The author was the eldeft of five Brethren, three of whom

are gone to their graves before him,



i MmEreciac POEM
And fraughe' with all herftores, a Genius purg’d
From\ nature’s drofs, caft in the mould of Heav’n,
And ftamp’d with the full image of its Gop,
In life’s meridian blazes on the world,
.How our joys kindle ? How our hopes prefume
“That this illuftrious orb for num’rous ‘years
In wide-extended ufefulnefs fhall fhine,
And gild and gladden nations with its beams ?
* But, while we gaze with wonder and delight,
‘Down drops the luminary from its fphere;
Hopes, loftres, bleflings,- raptures, all expire
. In blank oblivion’s-midnight of defpair
Irreparably loft. Then burfts. our grief
Tumultuous, as the: hurrlcane that bears ¢
The tempeft on its wings, or as the fea
Lafh’d into fury by-the warring winds,
And in huge billows thund’ring to the fhore.
Wild in our agony we fcarce forbear
T’expoftulate-with Heav’n; ¢« O why fhould I'ouls
«¢ Superlatively good and great, entich’d -
¢« With all that nature, art, and grace can give,
¢ That vi’d in gen’rous conteft which fhould fhed
<« The- ftrongeft beams; O why thould thefe drfplay
¢« Their matchlefs treafures, and begin to blefs’
< Our wretched world with their celeftial light, -
¢ And fwift in endlefs darknefs be expung’d ?
<t Shall finners, execrations of mankind,
“ Impernal Butchers, that delight to wade
<<t "To pow’r, to empire through a fea of blood,
(¢ Grow hoary in enormous wickednefs,
R I K ~ ¢ While
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on the Death of Mr Davigs. Ciit .

¢¢ While Saints of Gop, while cherubs cloth’d with
¢« clay,
¢ Muft perith in their {’crength pcrhaps their

¢ bloom ?
¢« Shall funs afcending to thenr noon rufh down
‘¢ Precipitate, quench’d in the eafterp main, -
¢¢ While comets ftay to glare in terrors round,
¢ And fcatter wars and poifons o’er our globe ?
“ What ftrange, -myfterious, painful labyrinths ?

« Who fhall unfold them ? who explain their fente,

¢¢ Inwolv’d in:tenfold night, who thence cducc ,
« The honours of the Deity, and fhow
¢ His ways are wifdom, equity, and love **
- But s th’ imagin’d cafe attefted truth ?
Am I not cheated with the fable hues
That Fancy weaves in Melancholy’s loom
To drefs a frightful dream, when Midnight reigng ?
*Tis truth, ’tis clear indubitable truth, ‘
Infcribd in all the regifters of Time,
From AseL downward to the prefent hour.
* And O! [feel the fa. DaviEs isdead!
Not all his native intelletual ftore,
Not all th* accomplithments that learning gave,
Not all th’ angelic graces of his fou,
Could turn th’ inevitable dart afide ;-
But in the midft of life, in high career
Of glory to his Gop, of good to men,

"He fell : ah! never to arife again

T:ll thefe inferior fkies thall be.no more.
* Devoted by thy Parcnt to thy be, ,

. 4 Fav’rite

e TR



cv' A EreeracPODEM
Fav’rite of Fleav’n! who gavethe gracious fign
Of his acceptance, when thy tender age-
Kind’d with firong i importunate defires
To found his honour, and extend his reign,
How didft thou, on cothimencing man, comthence: =
A minifter of Jesus(d) ? Though thy fleth h
Was weak, and feem’d a victim of the grave
In hopelefs irretrievable decay, e
Thy fpirit_ was all life, was wing’d with fire,
“To refcue fouls from death, that bitter death
‘Which fouls alone can die: nor did th’ attempt, -
The brave attempt, abortive prove, but Heav'n -
Thy labours wrth dtﬁmgux.fh’d blcﬁ'mg crown’d.
‘ The

7
¢

3

-

(d) T cannot exa&ly alcertain when. Mr Dgvies began hls mi-
niftry, bot he fpeaks (letter to the Rev. Mr. Fofeph Bellamy on the
State of Religion in Zirginia, p. 38.) of a glorious difplay of divine
grace in and about Somerfet county in Maryland, of its begmnmg,
as he thinks, in the year 1745 by the miniftry of Mr Rebinfow,
and of its being earried on by fundry minifters that prédched trana
fiently thert, ¢ I was there, fays he, about two months, when
«¢ the work was at its height, and I never faw fuch a decp and
¢« fpreading concern among people in my life as then appeared

-« amohg them. The affemblies were numerous, though it ‘was
« in the extremity of a cold winter, and frequently there
« were very few among them that did not give fome plain
¢ indications of diftrefs or joy. O! thefe were the happiek
« days that ever my eyes faw, or are, I fear, like to fee.,”
¥f Mr Davies was there, (and I fuppdfe he was there as a i
nifter) in the year 1745, he was but twenty-one years of age.
However, he was fent. by the Prefbytery of Newocaple to Fir-
ginia in the year 174y, when he was but twenty threc years
of age, Sce the above-mcntxoncd letter, p. 18,

14
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Th® impious fcofier (¢), bard asadamant; -~ - ¢
And fenc’d around with pride’sobdurate fcales, - -
“Feels the refiftlefs arrow, feels his heart -
Tramsfixe with pains, and dying in defpair.
‘The dark,- bewilder’d, doubtful, anxious foul;
In thee a kind, a {uce conduéter found = . .
To Jesus, whofe atoning blood relieves - -
The pang of guilt, and cures its burning wounds,
EmanuzL’s worth was then thy charming thcmc, ‘
How able, how ommpotent to {ave, .
And how immeafurably great his love, @ - -
‘What a firm rock his merits; where our fouls = -
May build, build for eternity, nor dread - '
Thc ftorms of vengeance, nor th’ aflaults of hell.
" Noteafe, n6r wosldly riches were thiae ajm, -
'I‘hy low ambition, O thoa manof Gop!
Thy fpirit kindled with feraphic flame -~
Soar’d hlgh beyand this little fcene of thmgs, ,
- Like
{e) One of the Gentlemen whofe converfion T have men-’
tiored in my Sermon, and © whom I here tefer in my Poem,
came into the affembly where Mr Davies preached, with the
greareft figns of contempt imaginable, but ‘before: the aflembly
was broken up, appeared to be indeed pricked to the heart
under a Sermon from thefe words, Mars. xxii. 5. Buf they made
Jight of it. The other Gentleman whofe converfion I have alfo
mentibned in my Sermon, and whofe cafe I rega.rd under the
charalter of a dark, ‘bewildered, dosbsful, anxious foul in my
Poem, had been for fome time in fuch a eondition as I have
defcribed, but Mr Dawies's endeavours for his ilomination and
comfort were not only employed on his behalf, but, as Mr
Davithad reafon to hope, awere not in vain in the Loxn. From

circunrtances I conclude that thefe events happened during his
fay in Maryland mentioned in the foregoing note.
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Like fome young eagle tow’ringto the fkies, .~
Plains,_hills, and mountains lefs’ning to the fight.
VIRGINIA (f), barrcn, dreary fpot, enjoy’d v
Thy
) Dr Rnle_y obferves in his Sermon, * that Mr Dawies's
« preaching excited the earneft defires of every vacant congre-
¢« gation where he was known to obtain the happinefs of his
< ftated miniftrations; but that he undertook the felf- denjing
« charge of a diffenting congregation in Virgigia, &c.” Mr
Dawies fays, in the above cited letter to Mr Bellamy, p. 20.
when three other calls were béfore him, ¢ that he was fully-
“« convinced Hanouer (a county in Virginia) ftood in greater need
“ of a mipifter than any place he knew, and that if his health
« permitted, and none of his Brethren could be prevailed on to fet-
¢ tle there, he could not refufe the call of the people confiftently
¢ with duty.—— And again, on the arrival of a meflenger from
¢ Hanover (being then in ‘a poor ‘ftate of health) .I put my life
“ in my hand, and determined to accept of their call, willing to
¢¢ expire under the fatigues of duty, rather than in voluntary neg-
« ligence.” In a letter to a friend (fee colleCtion of his letters
printed 1757, p. 23.) Mr Dawies fays,  Virginia was for five
¢ or fix years a melancholy folitude to me, feparated from my
L Brethren, and furrounded with enemies in Church and State.
¢ —I divided my labours among feven congregations, fifteen or
« twenty miles apart.” — And yet this excellent Servant of the
Lorp in his farewel Sermon to his people, Fuly 1, 1759. upon
his removal to the College of Neaw-Ferfey, tells them, ¢ that when
« after many an anxious confliét he accepted their call, he fully
‘¢ expetted he was fettled among them for life.— I did not fore-
“ fee, fays he, nor feek for, nor ever defire an occafion to re-
¢ move, notwithftanding the fatigues and various difficulties at-
< tending my fituation : and whatever advantageous offers have
-« been made to me on either fide the' 4#/antic, they have not had
* the force of a temptation. It was in my heart to live and
« dic with you: and_ fuch of you as beft know my circum-
* ftances, and how little I fhall carry from /Firginia, after
. ¢« eleven

-
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Thy facred toils: here with-divine fuccefs
Didf(t thou eradicate the thorn and brier,” .. .
And plant the fir and myrtle in their room,
Wide to diffufe their fragrancy, and grow
In ever-verdant beauty, to the praife
OF that all-gracious, all-creating hand,
That paints the fandy wafte with Epex’s bloom (g)

Sublimity and energy of thought, ' ,
Enliven'd with devotion’s fervid-vein, .. . .
And inextinguifhable zeal to fave ' :
Immortalsfrom immortal mifery, .'. .
Characteriz’d, _ehnobled, and refin’d .
Thine ev’ry Sermon. Now methmksl hmr,
I feel thee fpeaking from: the facred. defk .
With afpe&, action, accent that cnforc’d
Thy great ideas, rend’ring-more fublime .. -
Sublimity,. Devotion more devouat. ::. -
Sinners, the aliens from'the.life of Gop, ".

And rebels to his fceptre, o’er whofe heads - )
-Th:e- fword qf..vengcaneei flames, while they, reclin’d
i . Lo , e On

« eleven years labour in it; muft be convinced in your owa
¢ confciences, and can honeftly affure others, that worldly in-
“ tereft was not the teafon of my attachment to you.”
What :a noble dnﬁntcrcﬂed fpiris did Mr Davies difcover in
his choice of ergma, ‘and fettlement there | how worthy of.a
difciple of his divine Mafter, and what a glarious example to
all who call themfelves the minifters of Jesus Camsr. and the
fervants of fouls for his fake! !

(g)  Inftead’ of the thorn fhall come. up the fir-tree, and in-
« ftead of the brier fhall come up -the myrtle-tree: -and it fhdll

- ¢ be to the Lorp for a name, for an everlafting fign that fhall

“ not be cut off,” Jai.lv. 13.
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On beds of rofes, and of ‘myrtles, lull’d

By Syren fongs to reft, no danger dream,

In tender pity Davizs ftrives to rouze, .
With all the moving pow’rs of argument -
That reafon and that feripture can infpire,

From their tremendous flesp. Now Sinai's trump
In desp divine folempity he foynds, .

And Sina’s curfes, red with vengeful flame

And roaring Joud in thunders, roynd he throws -
In moft amazing terrors, for he knew

That, till th’ impendest ryip was beheld,

The gofpel muft extend its fhield in vain: -

Is there a Ginher from his flumber ftarts -

In wild confufion, horror, and defpair,

Like fome poor traveller, whofe limbs were lmd
To reft in flow’ry meads, and blpoming bow’rs,
That wakes at onge amidft a brood of afps,
Loud-hiflipg, glaring fierce, denouncing death,
Our orator affumes a diff°rent frain,

.And fpeaks from Sion’s gracious mount, where ;hron’d
Ja mercy fhines the Majesty of Heav’n ¢
Encircl’d with. a rainbow, peaceful fign,
_And reaching out the fceptre of his grace
To ev’ry humble weepiag penitent,

“Who, proftrate in the duft, in Jzsus’ name
Tmplores the pardon of his crimfon crimes,
Implores to be inferted in the line

Of Heav’n, and with its citizens enrpll’d.
‘With facred extafy, with melting ftrains
‘How Davies dwells upon that matchlefs love
: ' That




" ontht Diath of Mr Davns,
That teftues finnert, trembling o'er the pie,
Into th’ unbounded plenitude of blifs, . "
That rolls forever in the realms on high ? ’
Nor lefs the medium of this wondrous grce
Our great EManvueL, Soh and Princeof Heav’n,
‘Who on the tree accurft in groans and blood
Expir’d a facrifice for human guilt, - ’
The prophet’s lips, touch’d wich celetial fire,
Procliim, and thow the rights of Deity,
Show all its awful ateributes; its irutb,
Itsrighreoufnefs; its fanslity fevere,
Preferv’d inviolate, while Mercy reigns
Triumphant o’er the carfe, reigns to redeem
The fouleft rebel from the gulph of hel,
And throse him with the Princes of the fkies

The vengeance of the law, and finner’s doom, -

In founds of deep majeftic awe denounc’d,
And in the mildeft ftrains the love deferib’d
Of the great Father beaming through the Son,
DAVIES exhorts the foul, the foal condetin’d,
But cheer’d with hope’s fweet orient beamns, and thown
The gate that opens from its dark dittrefs
Into celeftial blefiednefs and day,
T’ accept the offer’d grace, 2nd"fue for peace
With proftrate fhame, but with courageous faith,
Fix’d on EManveL’s mediatorial love,
And righteoufnefs confummate, abfolute,
That hides, forever hides the fouleft guilt,
And fhields us from the thunders of the fkies.
s¢ Sinners, Ihear the arderit preachercry, - = -
- : , ¢ Attend
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¢« Attend your welfare ; and in this your day,
¢ Your only day, well weigh your ftate, and choofe
¢ The things on which eternal weal depends, vy
¢¢ By all the tender mercies of your Gop, i
¢ By JEsus’ agonies of pain and love, = . .
¢ By the good SpIrIT’s energy divine
¢ In inward purity and heav’nly joys, -
¢« By all the promifes, thofe {prings of life,
¢ Whofeftreams perennial quenchthe burning thirft,
¢« And vigour into dying fouls infpire,
¢¢ By the great int’refls of this heav’n-born mind,
« Endow’d with high capacities, and ftruck
¢ With the dread ftamp of immortality,
¢ And but divided from infernal flames -
¢ By the thin veil of clay, by blifs above,
¢¢ Immaculate, eternal, infinite,
*¢ Which angels, natives of the fkies, and faints,
¢ The colonies tranfplanted from our world,
<¢ In full unclouded vifions of their Gop
+ <« Enjoy, and celebrate in endlefs praife,
¢« REPENT, BELIEVE, and be forever BLEST.”

But Davies was not only fkill’d to ftrike
The Law’s keen ploughfharc into ftubborn hearts,
And in the deep-drawr’ furrows caft the feed
Of evangelic piety and peace,
But, when the feed had fprung, he knew to nurfe
The rifing growth, to fhed the thow’r benign,
To kill the weeds infidious, that might drain
The vital juices, or extend their fhade
Malignane,,gndfcc\ludc the heav’aly ray, o :

S . The
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The Convert, as the Sinner, was the care -

Of Davies, and alike they fhar’d his zeal.
Hear him exhort, and fupplicate, and charge - -
All who the Chriftian’s facred ftile afflum’d,

"~ And grounded their falvation on-the crofs,

T’ abandon ev’ry fin, to feize, to nail - ..

The hateful montfters to the facred tree
On which tbe Saviour fhed his blood, the balm, - ..
The fov’reign balm, that healstheir rankling wounds.
Not merely from the motives Pagans faw,

Thof¢ ancient fages of fublime renown,

The boaft of learned Greece, and learned Rome,

In their refearches deep, but not divine, -

Nor only from the laws JEHOVAH gave

To Moses, chofen to reveal his will

To Isr’eL’s fons, and bind the mandates faft -
‘With penal terrors on the human heart,

But chiefly from the peerlefs arguments

The gofpel yields, Davizs devoutly urg’d

A fanélity of manners, from the foul -

In cloudlefs luftre o’er the life diffus’d. :
¢ Behold, he cries, the Father’s love, that gave .:-
¢¢ From his own bofom his eternal Son '
¢« To infamy and pain for guilty men!

¢ And can’ft thou, Chriftian, whofe exulting hcart
<¢ Feels the full joys of this philanthrophy,

¢ Pervert, abufe, infult the grace, and blot

¢¢ Its bleft effulgence with defpight and fcorn,

« And in fupreme enormity of guilt

¢ Start up a monfter, at which hell itfelf -
I~ Mlght
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¢« Might ‘gaze aghatt ? Behold the iove of Curist,

¢ That brought him from the realms of bixfs to tread

« This valeof fin-and woe; behold his brows

<« Impurpl’d with the thorny maze! his back .

¢« Plough’d with the crucl ﬁ:onrge' tbe umrd’ms

(11 me i

< Erected high, behold thc Lenn of Lifc C

L 'rm hung, there mﬂ’d with won tortures

. ‘&6 ﬂ‘mgh’ S

“ And bleeding in the keeneft pmgs of dath

¢ A vi&im for thy crimes ! Then alk chyfelf,

s¢ O Chriftian, O Believer!.if this love -

« Dimenfiatlefs, ‘th* amazement of the fkies,

« Claims not refponfive love? what heart fo cold

¢« So frozen, but imbibes th’ all-pow’rful rays, .

<« Relents, diffolves, to gratitude. transform’d ?

¢« By mErcY and by mEr1? thus redeem’d, -

¢« Both matchles, beth fupeadoas! O prefent -

«¢ Yourlelves o Iwmg facrifice toGop

« In all your pow’rs, ‘in ali which you eajoy,

¢« Holy, acceptable, in flames of love, :

-« Avdent, yet unconfuming (5).. Homage due

« To unexampl’d, itounbounded Grace :

¢¢ This REAsow diftates ; REAsoK this reqmm"

. Thus Davres preach’d : atrue Evangelift,

The Envoy of the fkies. Not Pggan lore,

‘Where drofs with gold vommingles, where no famp,

C . " No

(8) ¢ I befeech you therefore, Brethren, vby the mercles of

* Gop, that ye prefent your bodies z living facrifice, holy.

"% acceptable unto Goo, which is your rcafonbl: fervice.”
Rem, xii. 1.
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No fan&ion of the Deity is found,
But heav’n-defcended, uncorrupted Truth

This Steward of the myfteries of Gop
Difpens’d : defpairing indigence grew rich,
Rich for eternity, and fmil’d away
In tranfport and in triumphall its pangs.

But not alone in ftrains feraphic flow’d

The pureft nobleft doétrines from his tongue,
For his own life confirm’d the truths he taught.
In works of Piety, in Pray’r and Praife,

In frequent Admonitions to his Flock
Unweari’d to purfue the road to Heav’n,

He fpent his days: nor were his arduous toils
A painful drudgery, or lifelefs form :

*Twas choice, *twas reft, 'twas triumph, *twas repaﬂ'
T’employ his fa&-confummg lamp of life
In guiding fouls immortal to the fkies.

" When fraudful France lands not her own ufurpt,
When Braddock’s hoft was vanquifh’d by the foe
With hideous flaughter, and inglorious rout,

And when Virginia’s frontiers fell a prey

To Indian favages, incarnate fiends, .

In ravage, in remorfelefs maffacre,

That with wild confternation and difmay

Shook the pale Colony, this man of Gop,

His country’s faithful friend, exhorts, excites (i)
Vou. L. g The

7

- (f) See an excellent and animated Sermon of Mr. Devies's to
. this purpofe, .intitled, Religion and Patriotifm sbe Conflitwents of &
. good Soldicr, preached to Captain Owerten's independent company
‘ - . - 3 ' . : ’ N Of
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The fluggith, tim’rous, and irrefolute, -
By Liberty, Religion, Love to Men,
Love to Themfelves, to roufe from fear and floth,
March tothe fighting field, and nobly die -
In the brave enterprife, or live to hail
Themfelves, théir Wives, their Children fav’d from
bonds, ‘
From death, to hail the ftorm of war o’erblown,
And prace returning with her olive-wand ’
. 'To fmile in fun-beams and celeftial charms.
In private and domeftic life how bright
Were Davies® virtues? how divinely mild ?
Full from the Gop what heav’nly wifdom fhed
Its radiance ? facred, peaceable, ferene, v
Forgiving, merciful, repiete with blifs ;
With Partiakity’s opptobrious cloud,

With bafe Hypocrify’s infernal fogs
Upinjur’d, uneclips’d (k). Not heav’n alone
_ But earth proclaim’d his worth in loudeft praife.

So have we feen a tree of nebleft kind
In fruits exub’rant lifc its topmoft boughs
Sublime, impatient to prefent the fkies :
: . : Pro-
of volunteers, raifed in Hazover county, Virginia, Anguff 17,
. 1755, foon after Braddock’s defeat. I might mention alfo ano-
ther Difcourfe of Mr Dawies’s entitled, 2be Curfe of Convardice,
preached to the militia of Mawvver-County in Pirginia at 4 gene-
ral mufter, May 5, 1758, to which might be added other proofs
of our Author’s patriotic fpirit, in that time of danger, both from
¢he pulpit and prefs. .
© '¢#) * Buat the wildom that is from above is firft pure, then
o peaceable, gentle, and ealy to be intreated, full of mercy and
® good fraits, without partiality, and without hypocrify.”
James iii. 17, .
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Propitious with its ripeft, choiceft ftores,

Then bend its lower branches kindly down
To meet whatever hands beneath might claim
A fhare in its autumnal joys, to flake

The parching thirft, or vig’rous life infpire.

In him his venerable Mother found
True filial piety. The Widow’s tear
By the Son’s lenient hand was wip’d away,

And the dark vale of age with pleafure fmil’d,
Nlumin’d by his love, that tender love

‘Which Nature di&ates, and which Grace fecures.
Thrice happy Woman, honour’d with the birth
Of fuch a Saint and Prophet of the Lorp!

Not only the obedient pious Son

Solac’d thine eve of life, but in his toils, ,
That bleft the world around him, thou wert bleft,
The Saint and Mother mingling joy with joy.
How great thy forrows when he wing’d his flight
Away from earth, ah! never to return!.

But thort thy ftay behind.to weep, to wail 5
Already thou haft trac’d him to the fkies,

* And join’d the perfeét {pirits of the juft,

That, from this atmofphere of fin and woe
Afcended, dwellin glory, love, and joy,
Angelic life! immortal and divine.

But Davies was not more the duteous Son
Than the kind Hufband, and the tender Sire :
How kind, how tender, Mufe, forbear to tell ;
The Widow (/), and the Orphans fill furvive,

: g2 And

_ - () The three fons of Mr Davies, the eldeft about fourteen or
Aifteen years of age, I find, through the affiftance of benefadtors,’
are
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And fhould’ft thou paint his worth, their griefs might
rife
Tumultuous, and their wounds might blced anew.

Father of mercies, Gop of comfort, hear ,
The
- are at the coﬂege at Neew Ferfey for education. . Mrs Dawies, with
her two little danghters, is removed to Virginia, and lives with her
aged mother there. A paffage or two from a letter I fome time- -
fince received from the Rev. Mr Fobn Todd, a worthy minifter in
Virginia, may give fome Idea of Mrs Dawies’s charaller and fit-
ation. ¢ Mrs Dawies, fays he, lives now in Hamover (a eounty
« inVirginiajwith her aged mother, who is'I think juftly efteemed
« one of the moft eminently pious and amiable chriftians in our
« Jand. Thereis alfo a younger fifter in the family, difabled in
¢« one arm, the moft remarkable young perfon I ever have known
« for a continued life of piety, her time being chiefly employed
in the exercifes of the divine life, &c. There are an uncommon
foftnefs and delicacy in the whole family, abundance of good-
¢ nature, and they are remarkably inoffenfive and benevolent
¢ towards all, and eminently modeft, felf-diffident, and tender in
their walk towards Gop and mankind. Mrs Dawies enjoys
pretty good health, yet fubjedt to great defpondency and me-
lancholy. She can hardly fpeak of the dear departed friend
without a fenfible commotion and tears. Thefe three females,
with Mrs Dawies's two little daughters, make up an amiable
little family, who live together on the little fortune of the old
lady, awhich keeps them from difirefs, with pr oper frugality, retired
from the noife of the-world, and much taken up with the things
of religion. Dear Mr Dawies took no care to lay up an eftate
for his family ; his great foul was full of other things that re-
fpected the immortal interefts of mankind; and Gop has re-
markably rewarded him, if I may fo fay, in inclininig others to
contribute to the education of his three fons at the college : and
I hope the fame divine hand will appear for the comfort and

s relief of his reli& and daughtcrs, who are deprived of 2 moﬁ
¢t excellent hufband and parent.”

-
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The ardent fupplication. ¢¢ May his mate, .
¢« Once happy in his love, "but now bereav’d,

¢«¢ Such was thy will, of her beft mortal Friend,

¢« In thee a refuge find! O may thy pow’r,

« Thy mercy foften her diftrefs, fupport

«¢ -Her finking heart, and gild her mournful gloom
¢ 'With the glad vifions of eternal day;

<« Till, all her graces purifi'd from drofs

«¢ By thefe fevere afflictions, like the gold

« Refin'd, refulgent from the tort’ring flame,

<« Her fpirit at thy call fhall quit ber clay,

¢¢ Shall tow’r triumphant to the world on high,

¢« T’ enjoy her Saviour and her Gopo, and dwell

¢« With the dear Partner of her foul onearth,

« Whofe lofs her ceafelefs forrows now deplore,
~«¢ In regions of perennial perfe&t blifs.

«¢ Nor lefs, O Thou, at once the Widow’s Judge,
¢« And Orphan’s gracious Father, deign to fmile

«¢ Upon his helplefs infant-progeny,-

« By this diftreffing ftroke, this providence,

« Depriv’d of Benefactor (m), Guardian, Guide
A g3 ¢¢ Through

{m) How much Mr Dawies’s tender fpirit was concerned for the

beft interefts of his dear children may be obferved from fome pafe
fages quoted from his Letters in the Rditor’s Difcourfe on his
death, and will further appear from a Poem of Mr Daviess on
the birth of his third fon, Yobn Redgers Davies, which I the rather "
choofe to infert, as it may, at the fame time that it fhows the
pious Father, afford a fpecimen of Mr Davies's poetical talents,

of which a juft notice is taken by Dr Finley in his Setmon on his
.death.

Thou htt]e wond’rous miniature of man,
Form'd by unerring wifdom’s perfe& plan; .
Thou
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¢ Through childhood’s wants and weaknefs, and

¢ through youth’s b
Enchanting paths, with flow’ry ruin ftrow'd.
¢« O may

Thou little franger, from eternal night
Emerging into life’s immortal light,
Thou heir of worlds unknown, thou candidate
For an unportant everlaftmg flate,
‘Where this young embryo thall its pow'rs expand, .
Enlwrging, rip'ning fiill, and never ffand. - .
This glimm'ring fpark of being, juft now ftruck
From nothing by the all-creating Rock,
.. 'To immortality fhall flame and burn,
. - When funs and flars to native darknefs turn ; -
Thou fhalt the rains of the world farvive, o
_ And through the ronnds of endlefs ages live.
Now thou art born into an anxious flate
Of dubious trial for thy future fate : .
Now thou art lifted in the war of life, - :
‘The prize immenfe, and O ! fevere the ftrife. - .
Another birth awaits thee, when the hour
Arrives that lands thee on th’ eternal fhore,
- (And O ’tis near, with winged hafte 'twill come,
Thy cradle rocks toward the neighb'ring tomb)
Then fhall immortals fay, * A Son is born,”
While thee as-dead mjftaken mortals mourn ;
From glory then so glory thou fhalt rife,
¢ .. Or fink from deep to deeper miferies,
‘ - Afcend perfeition’s eveslafting fcale,
. Or flill defcend from gulph to gulph in hell.
'Thou embryo-angel, or thou; infant-fiend,
A Being now begun, but ne'er to end, .
What boding fears a Father's heart torment,
Trembling and anxious for the grand event, .
Left thy youg foul, fo late by heav'n beftowd,
Forget her Father, and forget her Goo,
-Left
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«¢ O may thy fervant’s living images,
¢ Thofe young editions of himfelf, to thee
¢ Prefented by him in their earlict hours,
¢ When o’cr them pafs’d the confecrated ftream,
<« Sign of thy grace, and in his fervent pray'rs
¢« By him commended to thy fpecial love
¢ To fanctify and fave, in thee enjoy ~
«¢ Far more than they have loft : thy pow’s fuprcme
¢ Their adgmantipe fhield ; thy ftedfat truth

¢¢ “Their rack 5 thy wifdom their unerring guide ;
"« Thy fangity their pattern ; and thy grace
¢ The ocean of their happinefs, immenfe
¢ As the unbaunded withes of the fpul,
¢ And permanent as its immartal age!”

The Preacher, Patriot, Hufband, Parent, SOD;
1In all their charaéters in all their claims
Adorn’d, accomplifh’d in this Man of Gop,
View him as 3 Companion and a Friend,
Urania, for thou knew’t him ; might thy ﬁram
But equal his incomparable worth! - _
On wings of joy th’ aufpicious moments Aew
In his fociety : no pedant’s pride,
No pert loquacity, no fiff referve,
No mean obfequioufnefs, no fawning fmile,
No fulfome penegyricks fhow’r’d on all

g 4 ~ Pro.

Left, while 1mpr1fon *d in this houfe of clay, .
To tyrant-lufts fhe fall an helplefs prey, SR
And left, defcending Rill from bad to worfe, '
Her immortality thould prove ber gurfe.
~ Maker of fouls! avert fo dire a doom,
Or fatch her back to native nothing’s gloom f
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Promifcuous, an hypocrify of praife,
No rudenefs, no impertinence were feen,
Were heard in him : but elegance, and eafe,
Freedom, and dignity, and pow’rs to fmooth
The wrinkled brow of care, ‘and entertain
The foul, fatigu’d in fcience’ thorny maze,
With a feftivity, not foaming high
Over religion’s banks, and foul with ftains,
But like Heav’n’s luftrés amiably ferene 5 -
Thefe crown’d his converfe as they form’d his foul.
‘While-all mankind his counfels and his pray’rs
Enjoy’d, a chofen, a diftinguifh’d few -
Were with his friendfhip dignifi'd and bleft :
For thefe his foul colleGted in a point
Its gen’rous ardofs : fcarce the faint above,
Or feraph glow’d with a diviner flame.
This friendthip once, ah! once, my foul, was thine,
Thine honour, and thy blefling. How haft thou
‘With tranfport fitting at the lift’ning ear '
Imbib’d the heav’rly mufic of his tongue,
As he his mifcellaneous life difclos’d;
Thick gloomy clouds, fkirted with fmiling rays,
Corporeal weaknefs, hoftile frowns, high aims,
Vaft labgurs, the fupports and fmiles of Heav’n!
‘When parted from"each other, and the deep,
The huge Aulantic deep, between us roll’d,
, Affettion fed its ever-burning flame.
“Th? Epiftle oft was wafited o’er the main,
‘Where the fame friendfhip met th’ enraptur’d eye,
~ Fullas its current low’d from line to line,
v - T ' Whofe

t
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‘Whofe filver accents-once entranc’d the ear,

Such noble fentiment, fuch cordial love,. .= ..

Such genuine piety, the breath of Heav’n,

Infpir’d thy letters, O thou godlike man,

As angels might have ditated, have own’d .

As theirs, did they with {p’rits in flefh now hold

Such correfpondence as they erft on earth - - !

Their vifits made, and friend convers’d with friend. ’
Not long before thy vital glafs had run

The deftin’d number of thy fleeting fands,

Th’ efteem of. thine high merit call’d thee forth

Over a young illuftrious Nurfery

Of Virtue and of Science to prefide,

And raife to fragrant bloom and fruits mature

Succeflive trees of righteoufnefs, a praife

To Heav’n, and bleffing to mankind. How great’

Thy toils, thy fkill, how nobly adequate

To thine exalted fphere, the fighs, the groans

Of Naffau- Hall (n) at thy deceale proclaim’d. :

o : How

. (n) As Mr Dagies was called to the Prefidentfhip of the College
of Naffau-Hall, and died in that ftation, it may perhaps be agree-
able to the reader to be informed, from an account of the College
printed 1764, and which Ihave now before me, thata charter for.
founding-a College in Neav-Jer/ey was granted in the year 1748;
that by the benefattions received in Great-Britain and Ireland,
as well as in America, the Truftees, confifting of Gentlemen of
the Clcrgy and Laity, in number twenty-three, ereted a build-
ing in which the ftudents might be boarded as well as taught in
the little village of Princeton, being near the center of Neav-Ferfey,
on the pnbhc road between New-York and Pbiladelpbia, ~—— that
the edifice is dcnommatcd Naflax-Hall, in honour to king William
the
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How happy that a Finley foon fuppli'd -
A Davies’ los! So when ELijau rode

the third, prince of Orange and Naffau ; and that it will accommo-
date about anhundred and forty-feven ftudents, computing three to

a chamber. ~That the conftitution of the College, as appears from .

Rs charter, is found¢d upan a free and catholic bettom, apd cal-
culated for. the cqual and general advantage of every religious
denomination of Proteftants.— That at prefeat there are three
Tutors, befides the Prefident, who is the Rev. Saniuel Finley, D.D,

¢ as to the happinefs of whofe fucceflion to the Prefidentfhip, fays
* my acoount, the prefent fAvurithing ftate of the Collego, the
¢ general diligence of the Youth in their literary parfuits, and
“ the internal harmony and gaod order fo obfervable in the So-
* ciety are fufficient atteftations.”— To the honour of the College
it is added, * that many youths who 'have ceme to Nafau-Hail
¢ for education, without any juft- fenfe of the obligations cither
“ of natural of revealed Religion, have been there effoctually se-
¢ formed, become men of folid apd rptional picty, ard now ap-
¢ pear upon the fta ?e of public aftion employing their talents to
¢ the honour of the fupreme Beftower, and in promoting the good
¢ of mankind.” So far from the above account.

Was the Editor to fpeak his fentiments of this Scmmary of
Rehgnon and Learning from the intelligence he has received
concerning it, he fhould fpesk in the firongeft langnage of com-
mendation, and efpecially of its excellent order and management:
and therefore, as he is informed from the abovementioned  as-

count that the College ftands in need of an addition to its Library,

which at prefent confifts only of about twelve “hundred books,
and is butindifferently farnithed with mathematical infiruments, and
apparatus for experimental Philofophy, he fhould greatly rejoice
to find that thefe deficiencies were fupplied by the hand of affluence
" and liberality ; that by thefe means this newly planted, and valu-
able nurfery of Zirtue and Knoawledge might enjoy evety poffible

advantage that might contribute to its growing efteem, and ex-
tenfive and lafting ufefulnefs.

Te’
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To Heav’n triumphant ia hia car of fire, .
ELisHa, with the unéion of his Gop .
Enrich’d, up-rofe the Prophet in hisroom,

«¢ Then why thefe moyrnful melancholy ftr;uus,"
Cries Fa11s, dreft like a cherub of the fkies .
With ftarry pinions, and a fun-like blaze, L
One hand a telefeope advaricing high,

The other with th’ expanded code of Heav'n;

« Why thefe complints, fince, as pne flar defcends,
s Another rifes in its place tagild -,

¢ The dark’sed hemifphere ? Know that the Church
¢ Is with Ommpotencc intrench’d around, iy
¢ Nor fhall the pow’rs of Hell, nor waftesof Death,
« Qr vanquith, ordeftroy. Though ’tis decreed -

« That Saints, that Minifters thexnfclyes fhould diey
« And pay the debt of fin, or in full age, -
¢¢ Orin the ftrength of life, or ev’n its bloom,

« Yet love immenfe, and everlafting pow’r

« Repair the defolations, Soldiers fall, .

« - And foldiers to the chriftiap ftandard crow& :
« And fill the ranks, the reg’ments thinn’d by death.
¢ Thus Heav’n fecures the Church, and 3s the Saints
¢« Succeffive die, the Saings fucceflive rife, v

«¢ Know further, that this world is nos defign’d

«¢ To be th’inheritance, the reft, the home

<« Of the immortal fpirir: ’cis the fchool

«« Of education for eternity,
<" And, when the foul is taught celeftial truth,

«¢ And moulded to its nature, at the call
s¢ Of its all-gracious SIRE it wings its way .

« From this corporeal cell, this vale of night, -
[ [+
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«¢ To infinite perfection, light, and joy,
¢¢ The fummit of its wifh, the glorious prize
¢¢ That fills its hopes, its ardency infpires.
<¢ Shall minors of the earth afpire to men,
< And long t’enjoy their honours and eftates ?
¢« And fhall their, friends congratulate their rife
¢¢ To manhood, and dominion o’er themfelves?
¢ And fhall not Saints, the heirs of heav’nly crowns,
¢« Rejoice to reach maturity, to take
¢ Pofleflion of their heritage above,
« Immortal glories, and unbounded blifs ?
¢ What,. fhall their dignity, their happinefs,
s¢ By their affociates, fora little fpace .
¢ Detain’d behind, be mourn’d in tears and groans
¢ Inconfolable, or fhall not their gain o
¢« Abate your throbbing anguifh for their lofs,
¢ And drown your griefs in joy ? prepoft’rous men,
¢ Prepoft’rous boafters of the Chriftian name, .
¢ Your creed and conduét war perverfely wage.
¢« Henceforward then, defponding mortal, ceafe
¢« Thy caufelefs wailings, fee the gloomy clouds -
¢¢ Break into brightnefs, fee the ways of Heav’n
¢« Radiant with wifdom, faithfulnefs, and love.
« Go, ferve thy generation, fpeak and aét
«¢ Each day, each hour in honour to thy Gop,
¢ And unremitting labours to diffufe
¢ Immortal bleflings to immortal men:
¢ Tread the fame path that Davies trod, and thou
¢¢ Like him fhalc fcale the manfions of the fky,
¢« Like hlm fhalt hear the plaudit of thy Gop,
, ¢« Like
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<¢ Like him fhalt wear an ever-blooming crown
«¢ Like him enjoy immenfity of blifs,
<¢ Sin, Satan, Death, to their own native Hell
<¢ Confign’d, and bound in adamantine chains.”’

So fpake the radiant daughter of the fkies,
And points me to the truths the book of Gop
Unveils, and lends her telefcope t’ explore
The heav’nly Continent, and there behold
The joys, and glories of the Saints on high,
Difmifs’d from flefh, and prefent with the Lorb.
Iread, I faw. The darknefs, mifts, and fhades
Difpers’d, diffolv’d in univerfal day.

So when a Trav’ller, in nofturnal gloom
And hazy fogs involv’d, purfues his way,
Each obje& fcarce difcernible appears
With mournful fable hung, and drench’d with tears:
But, when the orient fun reveals his light,
A lovely landfcape opens to the fight,
Spring’s gay embroid’ries all the fields adorn,
And fparkling gems embellith ev’ry thorn,
To Heav’n the lark in tuneful ardor fprings,
Each grove, each tree with warbling rapture rings,
The Pilgrim joins the joy, and as he journies ¢

fings.
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The Rev. Mr Davies, of ng/'wood‘

Mr Dennis De:Berdt, Merchant, 14 Sets. -
"The Rev. Mr Jafhua Diekerifon, of Gloutefter.
The Rev. Mr William Douglafs, of ¥irginia.
The Rev. Mr Jonathan Dubms, of Pen[yl'vama
Capt. John Dutarque, of Soutb-Carofina. =
Mr Edmupd Davies, Student, at Na/au- -Hall.
Mr Samuel Dukield, Student in Phy ﬁc, of szla-
de/pbm S :

> -

Mrs

»




ALIST: of Svnscmnxxs. cxXxxiit.

Mrs Mary Daling.

Mr Robert Daniel, of Soutb Carolina.
Mr Elizabeth Daniel, of Seutbh-Carolina.
Mr Valentine Darr, of South-Carolina,
Mr Thomas Day, of Saffron-Walden.

Mr Samuel Dayton.
Mr George Death, . of Jpfwich,

Mr Ifchamar Degraffenriedt, of Virginia,
Mr Ifaac Delicflelene, of South-Carolina,
Mr Nathan Dell.

Mr Benjamin Dickenfon, of Halifax. ,
Mr Benjamin Dicker. B
Mr Edward Dilly, Bookfellcr, 3Sets.. -
Mr John Doyle, of Penfyivania. -

Mr Walter Douglafs, of Virginia.

Mr John May Dring, of Ipfwich.
Mrs Lucretia Dungan, of Penfylvania.
Mrs Mary Dutarque, of Soutb-Carolina.
Mr Edward Dyfon, of Stow-Market. . . **

The Rev, Mr Edwards, of Dpfwich. -~ ..

The Rev. Mr Thomas Ellis, of Hull, 7 Scts,

The Rev. Mr Jonathan Eimer, of- Nm-?erfey

The Rey. John Erfkine, A. M.-of Edinburgh,

The Rev. Mr Hugh Evans, of Briffal.

"The Rev. Mr Caleb Evans, of Bri/?ol

‘Daniel Everett, Efq; of New-2ork..

The Rev. John Ewing, A.M. Profeﬁ‘or of Natural
Philofophy in the Collegc at Philadelpbia, .

Mr Samucl Eakm, Student, at Naﬁm-HaIl _

hg -~ Mr

T e
D)



cxaxiv. 4<:LIST of Susscmiemrs.

Mr Ezekiel Emerfon, Student ar Nafau-Hall.

Mr John Eade. =~ '

Mr Thomas Eckley, of Hereford. .

Mr John Eddowes, of Cbefer.

Mr Jothua Eddowes, Baokfeller at Salop.

-Mrs Sarah Edmonds, of Soutb-Carelina.

Mr John Edwards, of Cbarles-‘fown, Soutb-Cara-
linay 7 Sets. - -

Mr John Eldridge, at Yarmouth, 7 Scts.

M- William Ellis, of Charles-Town, South-Carolina.

Mr Richard Ellifon, of New-Zork.- -

, Mr Jofeph Ellifon, of New-Zork. S

Mr Edward Ely, of St Edmund's-Bary. o

Mr Bulkely Emerfon, of New-England.

Mifs Mary Evans, of Briffl. . -

Mr Ifaac Everett, of Rufbmere.

* Mr Thomas Fall, Merchant, at Norwich.
The Rev. Mr Hugh Farmer, of #altbamftow. '
The Rev. Mr Thomas Ferebee, of Sudbury,
The Rev. Mr Jeremiah Long Field, of Wellington.
The Rev. Samuel Finley, D. D. Prefident of the
College in New-Ferfey. ’
TheRev. James Fordyce, D. D. -
Mr Ezekicl Forman, Merchant, of New-]llarket,
America.
The Rev. Mr Benjamin Francis, of Horfley.
The Rev. Mr Francis, of Dunmow.
The Rev. Mr 8amuet Fry, 4 Sets. :
The Rev. Me Philip Furncaux, of €lapbam. M
: ' r




4 LIST g’ﬁuxscl{!@;s. CXEXY

Mr Richard Farrat, of Virginig,

Mr Benjamin Faulkner, of ergzma. L
~ Mr Thomas Featen, of szgsm.

Mr John Field. .

Mr Daniel Finch, of New-ﬁrh . L
Mr John Flight, - . .o
Mr Jobhn Flindel, of Ipfwich. . o
Mr Ralph Flippen, of Virginia..

Mr Henry Fitcomb, of Nm.Eyglgnd

Mr George Fordham, of Kejfball,

Mr Stephen Fogartie, of Soutpruolma.

Mr Alexander Foxcroft, of Nottingbam.

Mr Jofeph Froft, of St Edmuud’s-Byry,

Mr Richard Frof. ,

Mr William Fuller.

Mr Thomas Fuller.

: G.

The Right Hon. the Lady Frances Gardingr.

Joha Gale, FAqs of New-York.
_ The Rev. Mr John Gano. -

The Rev. Mr John Gawfll, .of Iftington,

Mr Williara Geddes, Merchant, in Mq::yland
The Rev. Thomas Gibbons; D, D ,
The Rev. Mr John Gillies, of Glaﬁm, 7 Sqts. ;
The Rev. Mr Peter Good, of Epptng. :
Mt Walter Goodman, Merchant, in l’bdad;@bm
The Rev. Mr William: Gerdon. . -
~ 'Col. James Gordon, of Virginia, 7 Seps
Capt. John:Gordoo, of Firginie.. . R
The Rev. Mr Greaves, of T¢ j}ington. RO
r , h 4 © Mr



exixvi A LIST of SuBscRiBERs.:

Mr Edward Gantt, - jun. Student at Naﬂ:‘w-Haﬂ :

3 Sets. - T N
Mr Thomas Gibbens,, Student at Mle-End '
Mr Hiram Gains, of Virginia. ,
Mr John Gainfborough, of Sudbury.
Mr Samuel Gale, of New-2ork, 3 Sets.
Mr Benjamin Gale, .of New-Zork.
Mr William Gardner..
M Guilford- Gibfon.
Mr Edward Goldney,
Mr Daniel Grant, of Virginia.
. Mrs Mary Grant, -

Mr William Gray, Bookleller at Edmburgb, 3 Scts..

Mr Robert Green, of Nottingbam.
Mr John Green, of Nottingbam.. .
Mr Benjamin Greenleaf, of New-England

H.
The Rev ‘Mr Archibald Hall.-
Jeremiah Halfey, -A.B. Tutor in the College in,
New-Ferfey. o
Ifaac Handy, A.B. of Ma:yland .
Capt. George Harriot, of Grest-Stambridge, -
The Rev. Mr Rice Harris, 4 Sets. . co
‘The Rev. Mr John Harris, of Maryland
Do&or Robert Harris.
The Rev. Mr Harrop, of #Wem. : :
The Rev. Mr Oliver Hart, of Sou:b-CaroIma,
7 Sets. . .

“The Rev. Mr Thomas Hatoon, Re&or of Water:-i'

Upton.

3

/ ]ohn
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4LIST of SUBSCRIBERS. Cxxxvii

John Haywood, Efq; of Maryland.

The Rev, Mr John Adam Hecker.

Mr* William Henry, Merchant, of Pbhiladeipbia.

The Rev. Mr Hugh Henry, of Maryland.

Col. John Henry, .of Virginia.

The Rev. Mr Edward Hickman, of HitcSin.

The Rev. Mr Nathanael Hicks, of Brentwood.

The Rev. Mr Ottewel Higginbothom, of Sudbury.

Richard Hill, Efq; of Hawkefione.

The Rev. Mr Bartholomew chry Himeli, of
South-Carolina. .

The Rev. Mr Patrick Henry, of Virginia,

The Rev. Edward Hitchin, B.D. . . . .

The Rev. Mr William Hitchman, of Hilfley.

Mr Andrew Hodge, Merchant, in Pbiladelpbia.

Mr John Hodfden, Merchant, in South Carolina,
7 Sets.

Mr William Hog, Mcrchant at Edinburgh.

Col. Elias Horry, of Soutb-Carolina.

The Rev. Mr John Horfey, of Ringweod.

Major Benjamin Howard, of Virginia.

Capt. John Howard, of Virginia.

Capt. William Howard, of Virginia. -

Matthew Howell, Efq; of New-2ork.

Hezckiah Howell, Efq; of New-2ork.

The Rev. Mr John Howlett, of Bedwortb.

The Rev. Mr William Hunt, of Hackney.

Capt. John Hunter, of Virginia.

Mr John Harris, Student, ‘at Na/fau- Hall.

Mr John Hurlbut, Student at Naffau-Hal,

Mr William Hale, ‘of Brifiok - Mr



cxxxviii 4 LI18T. of SuBSscRIBERS.

Mr Henry Hall.
Mr Ebenczer Hally, of New-2ork,
Mr William Hamlin, of Seutb-Carslina. .
Mr William Hammock, of Firginia.
Mrs Judah Harlow, of New-2prk.
.Mr Jahes Harriott, 3 Scts.
Mr John Harris, of Briftal.
Mr Robert Harris,
Mr Harris, of Heath-Lane.
Mr Mongo Harvey, of Virginia.
Mr John Harvey, of Penjylvania,
Mr Benjamin Haws, of Sepsh-Corgliza, .
‘Mr Thomas Haydon. =~
Mr Nicholes Hayes, of Virginia.
. Mr Bridger Haynie, of Virginia.

Mr Robert Hayward, of St Edmund’s-Bury. .

Mr Philip Heath, of Salop.

Mr Hellicgr, of Briffel;

Mr John Henderfon, fen. of Virginia.
Mr John Henderfon, of ijj:lvama.
Mr Henfhaw,: of #em.

Mr John Hefkett, of South-Carolins.
Mrs Mary Hefkett, of Soutb-Carelina.
Mr Thomas Heward.

Mr Andrew Hibben, of Soutb-Carolina.
Mrs Rachel Himeli, . of South-Caroling.
. Mr Peter Hitchcock, of Lavenbam.
Mr Samuel Hodge, of Virginia.

~ Mr William Holland, fen. of Virginia.
Mr William Holland, jun. of Virginia.
Mr John Holmes, jun. of Extter.




A LIS'P of SuBsCRIBERS. cxxxix

Mrs Rebecca Holmes, of Soutb-Carolina.
Mrs Elizabeth Holmes, of Sowth-Carviina.
Mr William Holt, of Firginia, 14 Sets.
Mr Jofeph Holt; of Virginia.

Mr John Hooke, of Sudbury.

Mr John Hopkins.

Mr Elias Horry, of Soxtb-Caroling.

Mr Peter Horry, of Sowtb-Carolina.

Mr John Howell.

Mr David Hudfon, of Firginis, -

Mr Mark Huggins, of Seutb-Cardina.
Mr George Huggine, of Seutb-Caroline.
Mr John Humber, of Virginia,

Mr Benjamin Humphreys, of #illbafon.
Mr Thomas Hunt. -

Mirs Hurlock.
Mr Thomas Hurft, of H: m‘qu

Mr Jofeph Hurt, 2 Sets.

1
Mkhul Jackfom Erq, of New-2vrk,
The Rev. Mr David Jardine, of dbargavensy.
Charles Jennens, Efgs .
The Rev. Mr Jervais. .
The Rev. Mr Evan Jones, of Little-Beddews.
Samucl Jones, A.B. of Philadspita.
Mr Devereux Jarrat, Student ia Divinity, 2 Sets.
Mr Nathanicl Jennings, . Smdeat at MxlrEzd.
Mr John Jackfon. . . .
Mrs Sarah Jackfon, of Ipfweb. ,
Mrs Jackfon. e :



al . A4 LIST of SusscriBERs.
Mr Samuel Jaliafeno, of Virginia.

Mr Jobn Jamefon, of Virginia.

Mr John Jarrold, of #oedpridge.

Mr Samuel Jarrold of Col;b;ﬂ:r :

Mr James Jewett, of Nm—Eﬂgland

Mr Samuel Ingham, of Nottingbam.
Mrs Elizabeth Jondan, “of Soxsb-Carolina. -
Mr Edward Johns, of Bifkop-Stertford.
Mr Jones, of Bifbop-Stortford. =
Mr Michae!l Jones, of Virginia.

Mr John Jones, of Virginia.

Mr Richasd Joy, of Sowsh-Coarolina.

- . K.

The Honourable Mrs Kincaid.
The Rev. MrKeay, of Wbitchurch.
Nathan Ker, A. B. of Neffau-Hall.
']acob Ker, A.M. Tutor in-the Collegc m Nm-~

Ferfey. '
The Rev. William King, D.D. '
The Rev. Mr William Kingfbury; of Sautbampton
The Rev. Mr Andrew Kippis. . :
The Rev. Mr William Klrkpatnck of mel.
Mr Leonatd Keeling.
Mr George Keith; Bookfeller, 7 Scts
Mrs Mary Kell, of Woodbridge. -
Mr James Kenton. »
Mrs Kett, of Norwich. .
Mr Martin Key, of Zirgisia. .
Mrs Mary King, of Virginia. - .
Mr Samuel Kirk, of Nottingbam. .. -~ =~
Mr William Kirkham, of #illbafon. The




——

Mr Jofeph Legare, of Seuth.Cardlina.

ALIST gf Susscrissrs.  cxli
‘ L

The Moft Honourable the Marqms of Latbian,
The Right Honourable the Earl of Lauderdals.
The Right Honourable the Earl of Leves.
The Rev. Mr TlmOtby Lamb. =
Thomas Lambell, E{q . of South-Carolina,
The Rev. William Langford, D.D. .
The Rev. Mr Samuel Lavington, of Bcddefard

- John Leferty, A. B, of Naﬂhu-Hall

John Le Fevre, Efg;

The Rev. Mr Lewelyn, of Herefard

Major Lewis, of Virginia. . )

Capt. Charles Lewis, of Firginia.

The Rev. Mr Jofiah Lewis.

The Rey. Mr William Lifter, of Ware.
Thomas Lluellin, L. L. D. 2'S'ct's S

The Rev. Mr Lombatd..

Mr Nehemiah Ludfum, - Studcnt at Naﬁku-Hall
Mr Jofeph Lyon, Student ac Nuffas-Hall, '
Mr Charles Lawrence. -

Mr William Lawrence. . ,

Mr John Leah, of Sowersy.

Mr Samuel Leak, of Firginia.

Mr Thomas Lee, of Nottingham.

Mr Ifaac 'Legare, of South Carolina.

Mr Nathan:Legare, of - South-Carolina. .

Mr Daniel Legare, fen. of SoutheCarolina.

Mr Daniel Legare, jun..of Seutb-Carolina. .

Mr Thomas Legare, jun. of South-Carolina.



coxlii A LIST of Sopscrisers.

Mr Peter Lequex, of Soxtb-Carolina.
Mr Ifaac Lefefne, of Soutb-Carolina.
Mr Daniel Lefefne, of Samb-lezm -
Mr Robert Lewin, :

Mr Jetity Lewls jun. of V‘wpm, 4 Scts.

Mr Robert Lewis, of Virginia. - .-
Mr Jothua Lincolne, of Mmieh;

Mr John Liag, of St Edwund’s-Bary:
Mr Ebenezer Little, of New. Exglmi
Mt Benjamin Lomas, of Nmmgbm
Mr Jofeph Lomas. . . o
Mr Edward Lowe, -~~~ -
Mr William Lowe, -of Nomngbam

Mr Daniel Ludlow, of Sudbuty.

: The Rev. Mr Wiiliam M*Cullgek, of Cauh(ﬂd?&.
The Rev. Mr'Martin Madan, -
The Rev. Mr Stephen Maling, of Lavenbatn:
The Rev. Mr John Martin, of &«:b—(iaﬂlizm
Fletcher Matthews, Efq; of Nmﬁrk
Ifrael Mauduit, Efq; . .
The Rev. Henry Mayo, A. M,
Rev. Mr Benjamin Miller, of New- ?{rfq.
Capt, James Miller.
Mr Rob. Scott Moncteith, Merchant; nEdmbyrgb
The Rev. Mr Jofeph Montgomery,.of M‘arji’adl.
Capt. Samuel Morris, of Virginia, -
Capt. John Morton, of Virginia, '
William Mount, Efg; of Clapbmi 3 Sm
Capt John Muir., )

Capt.




- ALIST qf‘Smcmnmu. - exliid

Capt. William Mair.
Mr John M<Crea, Student at quhn-ﬂdl
Mr Nathanael Manmna, jun Student at Naffax-
Hall.
Mr James Manning, j _]un Studcnt at Naffau-Hall,
Mr Thomas Martin, Student, at Nafau-Hall,
Mr James Merchant, Student at Mile- End,
Mt Joha M<Clain, of South-Carolina.
Mr John M¢<Dovel, of South-Carokna,
Mr William M<Hard, of New-Engiond,
- Mr Robert Maitland.
Mrs Sufannah Martla, of Smb-lem
Mr Jofeph Mafos, of Staplecom.. .
Mrs Hannah Mafon, '
Mr William Mathews, of Soa:b-Carobm
Mr George Mathews, of Souzd-Caroling.,
Mrs Ann Mathews, of Safttb»Carahla.
Mr John" Mayers, Of Soush. Qm’lml
Mr John Meakin. .
Mr Joha Mee, of .bﬁmdr :
- Mr Philip Meyer, of ‘Sonth-Carvhna.
Mr Jacob Michaux, of Pirginia.
Mrs Emma Miles, of Swsing, 2 Sets.
Mr Frederick Miller.
Mr John Mitchell, of Pirginia,
Mr John Muggndga
Mr Jofeph Meody, -of Somé-Caro.’iM. -
Mr John Moore, of Soutb-Carotina.
Mrs Elizabeth Moore, of South:Cardlina,
Mifs Moore, of Briffol, . :
Mrs Morris, of Rawell. R
- Mr



exlivv 4 LIST of 'Sunsémnnnsﬁ :

Mr Stephen Mofbey, of Zirginia. T
Mr Mounther, of Portfmouth, 7 Sets, .
Mr John Mowdree, of Virginia. :
Mr Robert Murrell, fen. of Sousb-Carolina.

Mr Robert Murrcll jun. of Soutb-Caralma

N. .

. Nathanael Neale, Efq; ‘

TheRev. Mr John Newton, of Olney L

Samuel Nivins, Student in Phyfic, of szladdpbia.
Ebenezer Noyes, A. B. of New-England..
Jothua Noyes, A. B. of New-England.
Nathanael Noyes,. A.B. of New-England. ~ -
Mr Obadiah Noble, jun. Student at Naﬂim-Hall
Mr Nath, fen. of A&on. -
Mr Ifaac Nath, of Sudbury. *
Mr Samuel Need, of Nosttingbam.
Mr Stephen Negus, fen. of Thorley.
Mr Sandall Netherwood, of Heckley. .
Mr Sandall Netherwood, jun. of Rayleggb. »
Mr John Notcutt, of Ipfwich. .
Mr George Notcutt, of Ipfwich.
Mrs Ann Nuckols, of Virginia. .

,;o. : A
The Rev. Mr John Olding, of Deptford.
The Rev. Job'Orton,-A. M. of Salop.

Mr Jobn Oliver.
Mr William Oliver.

P. '
_The Rev. Mr Samuel Palmer, of Hacbuy.

The




A L18T of SOBSCRIBERS.- i?éxlv
The Rev. Mr John Palmer, of. Wudtrike. o
The Rev. Mr Henry Patillo, of Virginia, 2 Sets-
The Rev. Mr Edward Pickard, - -« -
The Rev. Mr Jofeph Pitts. o
" The Rev, Mr Michac] Pope. -
The Rev. Mr Thomas Porter, of Hmcqu.
John Potter, A. B of Penfylvania.
The Rev. Mr Thomas Prentice. :
The Rev. Mr Evan Pugh, of Soutb- Carolitm.
Mr Francis Peppard, Studentat Na]’an-Hall
“Mr Thomas Pacy, of South- Carolwa '
Mr Rowland Page. :
Mr John Pagon, Mcrchant, ‘in Glajko'w. '
Mr William Parker, of South-Carolina.
Mr Soloman Pafely, of Vsrgmm
Mr Thomas Paul, Merchant, in Norwtcb
Mr John Payne, Bookfeller.
Mr Alexander Pcronncau, of Sautb-(.'aralma,
4 3 Sets.

Mr Henry Peronncau, of South-Carolina,  Sets.
Mr Samuel Peronneau, of Sousb-Carobina, 2 Scts.
Mr Thomas Pewtrefs. -

Mr Joha Philips, of Bz/bap-Stortfard.
Mr Joha Phillibrown,

Mr Edward Pitts.

Mr Jothua Polk, of Marylami

Mr John Prieftly, of Nortbouram.

- .

The Rev. Mr Ogle Ridford of Namngbam

John Raven, Efq, of Soutb-Carolina. ..

The Rev. Mr Thomas Reader, of Newbury.
“Vou. L. . i , Joha



exjvi A LIST of SuBscRIBERS.
JohnRedman, M. D. of Philadelphia,

. Mr John Rhea, Merchant, in Pbiladelpbia.
David Rice, A. B. of Virginia.
Mr John Rimmington, Mayor of Coventry.
Dottor Andrew Robertfon, of Virginia..
Septimus Robinfon, Eiq; of Pbi/adelphia.
Samuel Ruggles, Efg; of Spains-Hall, Effex.
Benjamin Rufh, A. B. Student in Phyfic, of Pbi-

dadelpbia.
The Rev, Mr John Ryland, of Nertbampton.
Mr Thomas Rufton, Student in Phyfic, of Phi-
ladelphia.

Mr John Radford.
Mr Robert Ralph, of Jpfwich.
Mr John Rampart, of Sewth-Carelina.
Mr Peter Rampart, of Sewtb-Carolina.
Mr Thomas Randolph.
Mr Thomas Raokin, of Safrm-WaIlm
Mr Thomas Redman, of Gofport.
Mt John Reed, of Crediton.

Mrs Reeves, of Spains-Hall, Effex, 2 Sets.
Mr Turner Richardfon, of anma
Mrs Elizabeth Richier.

- Mr Samuel Rickards.
Mr Mark Ridgeway. :
Mrs Elizabeth Rimmington, ofCowmy.
Mr Edward Roberts,
Mr Samuel Roberts.
Mr Robinfon, of Lixcoln.
Mr Thomss Robinfon, of St Edmunds-Bary.



A LIS8T of SuitscRiBERs. cxlvm

Mr Samuel Roby, of wagban.
Mr Samuel Rodbard, of Ipfwich.
Mr William Rogers.
Mrs Jane Rollefton, of Soeutbamptom.
.Mr William Rowntree, of Zirginia.
Mr George Ruffell, of Philadelpbia,
Mr John Rutland, of #oodbridge.
Mr George Rutt, of Friday-fireet, 2 Sets.
Mr George Rutt, of Birchin-lame.
S.
The Right Honourable the Lady Janet Sinclair. -
The Right Honourable James Stuart, Efq; Lord
Provoft of Edinburgh.
The Rev. Dr John Samwell, of Rumj‘q.
The Rev. Samuel Moreton Savage, B.D.
The Rev. Mr Thomas Saunders, of Bedworib.
Micajah Sawyer, A. M. of New-Englaxd.
Mr Charles Schrieber, Merchant. -
Mr Joha Scott, Merchant, at Norwich.
Capr. John Scott, of Penfylvania.
Col. Richard Selden, of Virginia.
The Rev. Patrick Simfos, A: M. of Covewiry.
The Rev. Mr Simfon, of Betbwell. :
The Rev. Jofiah- Smith, A. M ofSautb Caroﬁm
7 Sets.
Jonathan Smith, Efq; of Nc‘wol"ork T
William Smith, jua. Efq; Cmm(ellor at Lav, of-
New-York,
William Peachee Smith, Efg;s of Elzzaiwb Taw».
Capt. William Smith, of V:rgwa v
Mr Samuel Smxth Mcrchant, of szladelpbm

i2 Mr



" Mr David Shepherd, of New-York.

cxlvii .4 LIST of SuBsCRIBERS.. |
Mr Thomas Smith, Merchant, .of Philadelpbia.

“The Rev. Robert Smith, A. M. of Pmﬁlvama. X

William Snooke, Efq; :

Samuel Sparrow, Efq; 2 Sets. Lo

The Rev. Mr John Stafford.

The Rev. Mr Ifaac Stelle, of - New-?‘er/'ey.

The Rev. Samuel Stennett, D. D. . v

The Rev. Mr Jofeph Stennett. -

The Rev. Mr John Stephens, of Sautb-Caralma.

The Rev. Mr Samuel Stephens, of Stretion.

The Rev. Mr George Stephens. '

Dr Thomas Scinfon, of Soutb-Carolina. :

Richard Stockton, Counfellor at Law, of Prmte-
ton.

Col. John Syme, of V irginia.

Dr John Syme, of South-Caralina.

The Rev. Mr Jofhua Symonds. :

Mr William Symonds, Merchant, in Philadelpbia. -

Mr Jofeph Saunders,- Student, at Mile-End. ~ -

Mr Hezekiah Smith, Student at Naffau-Hail,
2 Scts. :

Mr Jofeph Sanders, jun. of South-Carolina.

Mr John Scott, of 'Bfrmmgbam

Mr William Scott, of Penfylvania.

Mt John Scott, of South-Cardlina.

Mr Robert Scott, of Penfylvania,

Mr William Sharp, jun. of Newport in the ]ﬂe of
Wight, 3 Sets,

Mr David Shelton, of Virginia.



- A:L1IST of Subscrizers.  cxlix

Mr William Shepherd, of Phmowtb. Tt
Mr William Shepherd, of Firginia. ool
Mr Richard Shrapnal, 2 Sets.. 7~ . .. ¢

Mr Thomas Shrimpton. .7 .- ~ TR
Mr Jofeph Shrimpton. SRR

Mr Benjamin Simons, of Soutb-Carolina.
Mrs Frances Simons, of Soutb-Carolina.

Mr John Singletary, of South-Carolina. ' ;': "
M Chriftopher Simpfon, Of Soutlz-Carohn{t‘ i
Mr James Smith. - - !

Mr George Smith, jun, dP’Soutb Caralma ' ‘,f‘
Mr David: Smith, of Soth-Catoling, 7 Scts. "
Mr Jofiah Smith, of South-Carolina, 2 Sets,
. Mr John Smith, ‘of Soutb- Camlum .

Mr Samuel Smith, of Yirg rgzma :

Mr Willidm Smith, of Virginia. © T
Mr Jonathan Smith. " . ., L
Mr John Shelfon, of V'rgmm. et
Mr Ifaac Snowden, of Philadelpbis. = .+ .o

Mr Beénjamin Snorgrafs, of Penfylvania. .~
Mr James Snorgrafs, of Pcufyl'vama '
‘Society of young Men at Xmmng, 2 Sets.
Society at Salop. <.
Mr Richard Span, of Vzrgtma.
Mr Robert Sporle, of]p/wub ' P
Mr Spungall. L
Mr Hugh Stephenfon, of Penfylvania. = "
Mr Robert Stewart, of Penfjlvanio. ”r e
Mr Chriftopher Stibbs. o
- Mr John Stonard, fen. of Hulle;yl Eﬂ’cx. .
iz = Mr

oo s

R S

.,



xl 2 4 LIST :¢f SuBscRigeks.
Mr Jofeph Stonard, of Paglefbam,. Effex. .

Mr James Stonard, of Paglefam,” Efex. -~ -
Mr Thomas Studd, of Hadby, 2: Sets‘ S

Mr Eufebius Sweet. PR R A
Ml‘ J-'— S———- ' ! R ' "

Major William Tattc, of Vtrgzma, 2 Sets. :
The Rcv. Mr Taylar, ‘of Stoke\-Nmugmz. »
William Tennent, jun, A, M. o
The Rev. Mr Thawyer.,

The Rev, Mr William Thbmimron, Reé'torr of

Rocbford.
The Rev. Mr Joﬁah Thomfon.

Major William Thomfon, of Mw-.?"ori

The Rev. Mr John Todd, of Vir rgmza, 2 Scts

The Rev. Thomas Towle, B. D. "

The Rev. Mr Meredith Townfend of &oh-
Newington, 7 Sets,

“The Rev. Mr Damcl Turner, of ﬂzﬂgdm

Col. Benjamin Tuftén, of New-Zork.

Mr William Macky ennent, Student at Naﬂh«-
Hall.

Mr John Tabor, of Bockmg, 2 Sets

Mr John Talbot, of 7% effon, .

Mr Nathan Tart, of Soutb—Caro?md

Mr Jofeph Taylar, of Soutbampton

Mr Waltet Taylor, of Soutbamptm, ,'

Mr William Taylor: "~ = ‘

Mr John Taylor, of Sputh-Carglina.

Mr Artarew 'ﬁylor, of Soutb-Carolma

- Mrs



ALIST of Susscumszas.

Mrs Lydia Taylor.
'Mr Robert Tenham, of Virginia.

Mr William Terrill, of Virgima.

Mrs Ann Toller.

Mr Benjamin Tomkins, of Abiagdon. )
Mr Jofeph Tomkins, of Abingdon. -
Mt William Tomkins, of Abingdm.

Mr Redburn Tomkins.

Mr James Tompfon, of Norwich,

Mr Stackhoufe Tompfon, of Norwich,
Mr John Townfend, of Soxth-Carolina. .
Mr John Traile.

Mr Aaron Trucheart, of Pirginia. .
Mr Samuel Tufts, of New-Esglaad. =~ - - *
Mr John Turser, of IpRoich. TR
Mr Paul Turquand, of Sowaxa.

UandV

William Vaenderbortt, Elg; of Sowth-Caroling, -

Capt. Arnoldus Vandethort, of Smb-lem.

Lawrence Vandervier, A. B, of M:[oa-m

The Rev. Mr Edward Venser.
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SERMON L
The divine Authority and,jgliﬁglq'iénéy,
- ‘of the Chriftian Religion. |

.

v
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’ ’ LUKE XVI 27—31. ~
' Then be faid, I pray thee thercfore, fatker, that’
thou wouldf}t fend bim to my father's boufe; for I
bave frve brethrens; that ke may teflify anto'
2bem, Ieft they alfo come into this place of torment.:
Abrabam [aith unto bim, They bave Mofes and the’
_v PiZbets 3 let them béar them. Aml bé [aid, Nay,
Jatber Abrabam, but if one went unto them from'
dead, they will repent, And ke faid unto bim,;
. If they bear not' Mufes and the Prophets, neither:
, , Z:‘they be perfuaded, tbough one rofe from the-
gipand H A T Micah faid fuperftitioufly,
~w ¥ when he was robbed of his idols,_
‘ * Ye have taken away my gods;and -«
" fawerds » what have I.more (2)?* may be
- truly fpoken with regard to the religion of Je-
| .. Var, I, B C sUS,
’ - () Judg. xviii, 245,
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~ sus, If that be taken from wus, what have we
mioke? * If the foundations be deftroyed, what
“= (hall the righteous do.(4) 2 The gefyrality

of you owe all your hopes of a glorious infmor~
tality to this. heaven-born religion; and you

make it the rule.of your faith and pradtice;.

confident that in {6 doing you pleafe Gob.

. But -what if after all you fhonld be miftaken?
what ‘if the religiomof fesus fhould be an
impofture:?I knew. you.aie ftruck with hor-
ror at the thought, and perhaps alarmed at my

~making: fo fhocking: a- fuppofition. But this.

- fufpicion, horrid as it is, has gfobably' been

fuggefted to you at times by infernal agency ;
this. fufpicion may at times have rifen in your
mindsin their wanton and licentious excurfions;
o from the falfe alarms of ‘a. melancholy and

tunorous.imagination’: and if this fulpieion Ras
never been raifed in you by the fophiftical con- -

verfation of - loofe wits and affécted rationalifts,
ﬁas been owing to your ha%?g retirementfrom
the. polite: world, where infidelity makes ex-
tenfive conquefts under the fpacious. name 'of
Deifm, Since therefore you are fubje® to an

- affault from fuch a fufpicion; when you may
- not be armed.ready to repel it, let me this' day

ftart it from its ambufh, that I may try the

force of a few arguments-upon:it; and:fupnifh

you with weapons te conquer:it, - -
" Let me alfo tell you; that-that faith-in- the
Chriftian Religion whicl preceeds: from infof-

fitient -

() PRl xi 3. - -
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Seriv.k.  of e Ohrifion Ribgion! 3
ficient or bad principles, is but littlé better than

inﬁdel:g. If you beliéve the Chriftian Reéli-
- gion © be

divine, becaufe, you hardly ¢éare
whether it be true or falfe, being utterly urcon-

_cérned about religion in any flrape, and theré~

fore never examining the matter ;aif you be-
lieve it true, becaufe you have beén educated in'
It ; becaufe your parents or minifters have told-
you:fo;orf becaufe itid the refigion of our coun-
try ; i thefe ar¢ the only grounds of your
faith, it is not fu¢h a faith as conftirutes yow
trueChiiftians; for upori thé very fame'grounds!
yYou would have been Muabometans in Tarkey,
difciples of Confucius in Ghinia; or worlltippers of
the devil among - the' Indiaws; if it had beén'
your unhappy et to be Born in thofe countriess!
tor a Mabometan, a Chinefé; ot an' bidien, can'

" «iffign théfe grounds' for Hid faith. Buk fure,

I need riot tell you, that the groundsiof 2 mfe!
taken:betief-in art- impeftare are not a fuffidient’
foundation for a faving faith:in a divirie reve-
latien: - I adti- afraid there are tany fuch im='
plicit believers among us, who are m-thé right:
ohly by ehitice : and thefe lie” a* prey t0 every
temptation,- and may be'turned out of the way
of fruth- by evéry wind of doftrie. It i
therefore neceffary to tédch theri the grounds:
of thie: Chittian Religion; both to preventtheir
fédudlion; and to give them a' rational and’
well-grounided faith, ifftead of that which 18’
only bhirig'and: sccidentah. - .
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. -Nay, {uch of us asthave the cleareft. convic-
uon of .this important.truth,: had need fo have.
it inculcated upon us, - that we;may bk more
and more impreffed with it ;. for -the influence
of Chriftianity upon our. hearts and: lives will,
be proportxoned to the rqahzmg, affeting :per-:
fuafion of its truth and certamty in our under-
ftandings. S

If I can ‘prove that Chmﬁxamty anfwers all-
the ends of a -religion from GoD; e if I
can prove thatit is attended with fufficient ‘at-
teftations ;=if I can-prove -that no fufficient:
objections can be offered -againtt it ;~~and that-
men have no reafon at all to defire another ;.
but that if this proves ineffe€tual for their re-
formation and falvation, there is no ground to- ‘
hope that any other would prove fuccefsful 1—I.
fay, if I can prove thefe things, then. the point ,
in debate is carried, .and we muft all embrace.
the religion of ]Esus as certainly true.—Thefe-
things are afferted or implied in my text, with.
-~ refpect to the Scriptures then extant, . M ﬁs, and
the Propbets. :

My text is a parabohcal Dlalogue between
Abrabam and one of his wretched - pofterity, :
once rioting in_the, laxuries of hlgh life, but
‘now tormented. in infgrnal fames. .

* We read of his brethren in his: fatherg houfe,,
among thefe. probably. his. eftate was divided -
upon his deceafe ; frem whence we.may: infer.
that he had no chxldren»; forhad he had any,,
it would have been more natural to rcprefent ‘

"r“w\; a 3 _ him Y
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Serm.1. of the Chriftian Religiomn. . &
‘him as folicitous for their' reformation by a
‘meflenger from the dead, than for that of his
‘brothers. He feems therefore, like fome of out
unhappy modern rakes, juft to have come to his
eftate, and to have abandoned himfelf to fuch a
“courfe of debaucheries as foon fhattered his con-
-ftitution, - and brought him down to the gravé,
and alas! to hell, in the bloom of life,, whenthey
;were far from his thoughts. May this be a

“warning to all of his age and circumftances! ’

Whether from fome remaining affection to

his brethren, or (which is more likely) from a

fear that they who had fhared with him in fid,

-would increafe his torment if they fhould de-
-{cend to him in the infernal prifon,- he s folici-
“tous' that Lazarus might be fent as an apoftle

from the dead to warnthem. His petition is

‘to this purpofe, “Since no requeft in my own

* favour can be granted ; fince I cannot obtain

.“¢ the poor favour of a drop of water to cool my

¢ flaming tongue, let me at leaft make one re-

~#¢ queft in behalf of thofe that are as.yetin the
¢ land of hope, and not beyond the réach of

“ mercy. In my father’s houfe I have five bre-

- +* thren,-gay, thoughtlefs, young creatures, who
. are now rioting 1n thofe riches I was forced
. to leave, who interred my mouldering corps
- in ftate, little apprehenfive of the doom ‘of
*“ my immortal part ; who are now treading
¢ the fame enchanting paths of pleafure '1

¢ walked in ; and will, unlefs reclaimed, foon
-

L]

defcend, like me, thoughtlefs- and unprepar--
e B3 . %ed,
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s¢ ed, into thefe doleful regions : I therefore
s¢ pray, that thou wouldt fend Legarus to
¢ them, to alarm them in their wild caseer
¢ with an account of my dreadful doom, and
s inform them of the reality and importaace of
“ everlafting happinefs and miery, that they
« may reform, and fo avoid this place of tor-
¢ ment, whence 1 can never efcape.” =
 Abrabam’s anfwer may be thus pargphrafed ;
“ If thy brothers perifh, it will not be for want
- % of means ; they enjoy the facred Seriptures of
#¢ the Old Teftament; written by Mpfes and the
s Propbets, and thefe are fufficient ta inform
¢ them of neceffary truths to regulate their prac-
< tice, and particularly to warn them of ever-
< {afting pupifhment ! let them therefore hear
“ and regard, ftudy, and obey thofe writings,
¢ for they need no farther means for theit fal-
s¢ vatjon.” | : : :
To this the wretched creature replies; “ Nay,
s« father Abrabam, thefe means will not avail ;
“ Ienjoyed. them all; and yet here I am, a loft
« foul ; and I am afraid they will haye as little
« effeCt ypon them 3s they had upon me.
« ‘Thefe means are common and familiar, and
«- therefore difregarded. But if one arofe from
¢ the dead,if an apoftle from the invifible world
« were fent to them, to declare as an eye-witnefs
* the great things he has feen, furely they
¢« would repent. The novelty and terror of the
s apparition would alarm them, Their fenfes
“ would be ffruck with fo unufual 3 mcﬁ”engez('i
o : : ¢ and
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« -and they would be convinced of the reality of
« eternal things, therefore I muft renew my re-
« queft; fend Lazarus to them in all the pomp
« of heavenly fplendor; Lazarus, whom they
“ once knew 1n fo abjet a condition, and whom
¢¢ they will therefore the more regard, when -

~ *¢ they fee him appear in all his prefent glory.”

Thaus the miferable creature pleads, (and it is
matural for us to wifh for other means, when
thofe we have enjoyed are ineffeGual, though

it fhould be through our own neglect) but, .

alas! he pleadsin vain, : .
Abrabam continues inexorable, and gives a

- very good reafon for his-denial :  ““ If they pa

y
** no regard to the writings of Myfes and ¢pe
¢ Propbets, the ftanding 'x'cﬁla,tion éo D has
¢ left in his Chuech, it would be to no pur-
« pofe to uagive them another : they would not
¢ be perfuaded, though one rofe from the dead ;
“ the fame difpofition, that renders them deaf
¢ to fuch meflengers as Mofes and the Prophets,
¢ would alfo render them imperfuafible by a
“ meffenger from the dead. Such a.one might
“ ftrike them with a panic, but it would foon
« be over, and then they would return to their

% ufual round of pleafures ; they would pre-
-« fently think the apparition was but the crea-

¢« ture of their own 1magination, or fome un-

¢ accountable llufion of their fenfes. If ope

“ rof frem the dead, he could but declare the
 the fame things fubftantialy ‘with Mafes and
** the Prophets; and he could not fpeak” with

g B4 ¢ greater

4
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- ¢¢ greater’ authonty, or give better credentials,
“ < than they; and therefore they who are not
|« benefited by thefe ftanding means; ‘muft be
"« given up as defperate; .and Gop for very good
* ¢ reafons will not multlply new revelatlons to
“¢¢ them,”
' ‘This anfwer of Abraham was "exémplified,
*'when another Lazarus was raifed from the dead
“in'the very fight of the Jews, and-Chrift burft
* the bands of death, and gave them inconteft- -
- ible evidences. of his refurre&lon and yet after
all they were not perfuaded, but perﬁﬁed inin-
- vincible infidelity.

" This parable was fpoken before any part of
* the New Teﬁament was written, and added to
* the facred Canon ;- and if it mxght be then af-
 ferted, that the ftanding revelation of Gop’s will
“'was fufficient, and that it was needlefs to de-
. 'mand- farther, then much more may it be af-
ferted now, when the Canon of the Scriptures
‘18 compleated ‘and we have received fo much
“additional light from the New Teftament. We

- ~-have. not ‘only Mofes and the Propbets, but ‘we

have alfo Curist who is a meflenger from the -
* dead, and his apoftles’s and therefore, furely
" #if we do not hear them, neither would we be
» perfuaded, though one arofe from the dead.”

. The gofpel is the laft effort of the Grace of -
Go o with a guilty world, and if this has no

. eife@ upon us, our difeafe i is mcurab!e, that re~
fufes to bc healed :

I - T can~
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I cannot infift upon all the important truths

" contained. in this copious text, but only defign,

1. To thew the Sufficiency of the ftanding Re-
. - velation of Gop’s-will in the Scriptures to
bring men to repentance-: - and, :

- II. 'Fo expofe the vanity and unreafonable-

nefs of the Objetions againft this Reve-
lation, -and of demanding another. - . _

1. 1am to fhew the Sufficiencyof the ﬂ:and.
-ing Revelation in the Scriptures to bring men.

torepentance. -~ ) ,
- Ifthe Scriptures give us fufficient inftrultions

“in matters of faith, and fufficient direétions in
‘matters of practice,—if they are attended with

fufficient evidences for our faith,—and produce

fufficient excitements to influence our practice,
then they contain a fufficient revelation ; for

it is for thefe purpofes we need a revelation, and
a revelation that anfwers thefe purpofes, has

‘the directeft tendency to make us truly religi-

ous, and bring usto an happy immortality,

. ‘But that the Revelation in the Scriptures - (par-
ticularly in the New Teftament, which I

more immediately confider, as being the im-
mediate foundation of Chriftianity) is fufficient

for all thefe purpofes, will be evident from an
induction of parsticulars. -~ -
1. 'Fhe Scriptures give us fufficient inftruc~
tions what we fhould believe, or are a fuffici-
“ent rule of faith, " ‘

Religion
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' Religion cannot fisbfid withent right no-

.tioms.of . Gon and divine things, and entire ig-
norance or miftakes in its fundamental articles,

wuft be deftrmtiyeof its natuwe, and therefore
= divine Revelation muft be a collection of rays
of light, 3 fyftem of divine knowledge; and

fich we find the Chriftian Revelation to be, as

casuained in the facred writings.

In the Scriptures we find the faint difcoveries
of natural reafon illuftrated, its uncertain con-
Jskures deteraingd; ‘and its miftakes corrected ;
4o thet Chraftianity includes natural religion in
the greateft perfection. But it does not reft

Jere; i -brings to light things; which » eye
- # had notfeen, nor ea,r heard, nor the heart of
» gaan conceived () 5 “ things, which our fee-
Ple reafon could never hawve difcovered, with-
“out the help of fupernatural revclataon and
which yet ace of the utmoft imaportance for us
16 know.
In the Scnpmrqs we have the cleamﬁ and
maoft wajeftic account of the nature and perfec-
sioms of the Deit g and of his being the Creatot,
Ruler, and Benefactor of the uniyerfe, to whom
shercfare all reafonable beings are under infinite
shligations.
In the Scriptures we have an account of the

prefent fime of human natuse, as degenerate, .

- and a more rationdl and exfy account of the
manper of its apeftafy, than could ever be
@vcnbyihe hghtofmnwe. o i
.An

¢) 1 Corinth. ii, 9

——Ce—————— -
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In the Seriptures too (which wound but to
| oure) we have the welcome account of -a me-
thod of recovery from the ruins of our apofta-
{y through the mediation of the Spn of Gop-:
ti;cte we have the aflurance which we could
find no where elfe, that G oD is reconcilable,
and willing to pardon penitents upon the ae-
count of gth@ szedicnpén and ﬁfffo?rings of
Curist. ' There all our anxious enquiries,
¥ Wherewith fhall I come before the Lorp ?
" % or bow myfelf before the moft high Gop?
, # fhall I come before him with burnt-offep-
/ # ings? &c. (a)* are fatisfattorily anfwered ; and
there the agonizing confcience can obtain re-
lief, which might have fought it in vain a-

mong all the other religions in the world.
In the Scriptures alfo eternity and the invi-
fibleworlds are laid open to our view; and *life
% and immortality are brought to light by the .
#'gofpel ;# about which the heathen fages, after
all their enquiries, ldaboured under uneafy fuf~
. icions. ‘There we are affured of the ftate of
uture rewards and punifhments, according to
our conduct in this ftate of probation; and
the nature, perfeftion, and duration of the
~ happinefs and mifery, are defcribed with as
much accuracy, as are neceflary to engage us to

feck the one, and fhun the other.

I particularize thefe doétrines of Chriftia-
nity as a fpecimen, or as {6 many geneyal heads,
to which many others may be reduced ; not in-

. tending

' (4) Micah vi. 6, 7.
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tending: a:compleat énumeration, which would
-lead me far- beyond the bounds.of one fermon,
and for :which my whole life 15 not fuﬂicxent
-1 therefore proceed to add, .

2. 'The holy "Scriptures glvc us compleat di-
.retions in matters of praéhce,, ar are a fuffici-
~ent-Rule of life. . -

A divine Revelation muft not be, calculated
,meerly to amufe us,. .and gratify our. curiofity’
-with fublime and refined notions and fpecula-
- tions, but adapted to. dire&_ and regulate owur
pra&:ce, and render us better as well as wifer-

Accordingly, the facred writings give us a
compleat fyftem of practical religion and mo-
_xahty. There not only the duties of natural
religion are inculcated ; but feveral impostantdy- -
_ties, aslove tp our enemies, humility, &c. are
clearly difcovered, which the feeble light of rea-
fon in the heathen moralifts did either nat per-
- ceive at all, or but very faintly. In fhort, there
. we are informed, of our dutiés towards Gop,
" towards oeur nelghbours, and towards ourfelves,
. The Scriptures are full of particular injunctions
-and directions to -particular duties, left we
- fhould not be fagacious enough to infer them
_from general rules ; and fometimes all thefe du-
«ties are fummed up in fome {hort maxim, or
+ general rule, which-we may eafily remembey,
-and always carry aboyt with'us. Such a noble
fummary is that which CurisT has given us of
-the - whole moral law ;. * Thou fhalt. love the

.* LeRrp. thy Gop thh all thy heart, &. alnd .
Y t ]y
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= thy neighbour as thyfelf: * Or that all-com-'
prehending rule of our -¢ofiduét towards -one’
another,” * Whatfoever ye ‘would that men
“ fhould ‘do unto you, do' ye the fame unto
# them.®' ! Lol ' ,

- What réecommends thefe dotrinal inftruc--
tions and pracical directions is, that: they are-
plain -and obvious to-common fenfe.” Itis as’
much the concern of the illiterate and vulgar
to be religious, as of the few -endowed with
an exalted and philofophic genius ; and con-

~ fequently, whatever difficulties. may be ina -
revelation to exercife the latter, yet all neceflary’ .
matters of faith and practice muft be delivered °

in a plain manaer, level to the capacities of
the former ; otherwife it would be no revela-.
tion at all to them, who ftand in moft need:
of it. Accordingly the. religion of - JEsus,
though'it- has myﬁc‘ries equal and infinitely (u-’
perior to the largeft capacity, yet in its neceffary”
articles is intelligible to:all -ranks who apply-
themfelves with proper diligence to the perufal’
of them ; and I dare affirm, that:a man of
common fenfe, with the afliftance of the facred
feriptures, can form a better {yftem of religion’

and morality, than the wifeft phitofopher, with’ -

all his abilities and fearning, can form without
this help. . This I dare affirm, becaufe it has'
been put to trial, and:attefted by matter of
falt ; ' for whoever is-acquainted with the
~ writihgs'of the. antient heathen philofophers,

canhat ‘but .be. convinced, that(.amidft all

. théir learning and ftudy, amidft all their
fhining
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fhining thoughts and refiried fpecalations, they
had not fuch juft notions of Gop and his per-
. fections, of the moft acceptable way of wor-

~fhipping him, of the duties of mofality, and: -

of a future ftaté, as any common Chriftian:
among us has learned from the feriptures, with-
out any uncommon natural parts, without exs
tenfive learning, and without fuch paiiful ftu-
dy and clofe application, as the heathen mora-
lifts were forced to ufe to' shake their lefs per-
feCt difcoveries. In this fenfe the leaft in the
" kingdom of heaven, i. e any common Chrif-
tian, is greater than all the Socrates’s, the Plto's,
the Cicert’s, and the Semeca’s of antiquity; as
one that is of a weak fight can fee more clearly
by the help of day-light, than the cleareft eys.
can without it. . o
. And. by whom' was this vaft treafury of
knowledge laid up to enrich the woild ? by
'whom were thefe matchlefs writings compofed;
which furnith us with afyftem of religion and:
morality fo much more plain, fo much more
perfect than all the famous fages of antiquity

could frame? why, to our aftonifhment, they -

were compofed by a company of fithermen, or
perfons not' much fuperior; by perfons ge-
nerally without any liberal education ; perfons,

that had not devoted their lives to intelle@ual

improvement ; perfons of no extraordinary
natural parts, and who had not travelled, - like
‘the ancietit' philofophers, to gather up frage
ments of knowledge in different cotintties, but
, : ~ who
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who lived inl Judda, 2 eotmtsy whereilearning
was. but little caltivated in comparifon of Graece
and Reme. Thefe were the! moft accomplilied
teachers of mankind that ever appeared i the. -
world. And can. this be accounted for, with-. -
out acknowledging - their infpiration from heas
ven? If human reafor could have muade fuch.
difcoveries; furely. it would have mads them by
thofe ir: whomn it wasimproved to the greatedt;
perfettion; and.not by a company of }guomnt
mechdnies. .

. The p:rﬁimthem{éim declare, that th had.
not made: thefe diftoveries, but wére taught
them immediately from heaven-;. (which indeed:
we muit have believed, theugh: they had not:
told us:fo.). Now we:raudt. believe their declaw
ration, amd' owry them: infpired, or fall into
this abfurdity, That: a company of. illiterates
wicked, and daring impoftors, who: were hardy
enough to. pretend: themfelves. commiffioned-
and infpired franr Gop;, have;furni{bed ug-with:
an incomparably more excellent {yftem: of. vel-
gion and:virtue;. than- could he fumifhed:by-aih
the. wifeft:and be& of. the-fons of meh behde 3
and he that can believe thid, . may believe any:
thing ; and theuld:neyer more'pretend: thes he
cannot believe the Chriftian religion: upon: the
account of ' the-difficultiesthebattend ity - - -

I have tauched but fuperficially- ugon- the.
Suﬁimency'of thederipturesas:aRule of faith-and

radtice, far to- dwell.long upon: this, woulds
-t ﬁght witheut: an antagamﬁ Ol infi~
dels’
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dels rejet the Chriftian religion,” becaufe they -

fuppofe it requires them to believe and pradtife -
- too much; rather than too little. ' Hence they -
are for lopping off a great part of its doétrine -
and precépts, as fuperfluities, or incumbrances, 1
and forming a meagre fkeleton of natural reli-»
gion. Their intellectual  pride -will not ftoop
to believe dotrines which they cannot compre-
hend; and -they cannot bear fuchnarrow
bounds as the precepts of Chriftiamity fixes for -
them in their purfuits of pleafure, and there-:
fore they would break - thefe:bands afunder.
. “That which they affect moft to complain of, is-
the want of evidence to convince them of the -
truth of this ungrateful religion, it will there- -

fore be neceflaryto prove more largely, that, -

- 3. The feriptures are:attended’ with fufficient

- evidences-of their truth and divinity. ... S
It is certain, that as Gob cari accept no other-
- worthip than rational from reafonable creatures, »
he cannot require us to believe a reveldtion to-
be divine without {ufficient reafdn, and there--
~ fore, when he gives us a revelation, he will at-:
teft it with fuch evidences as will be:a fufficient-
foundation of our belief. =~ = =~ = -
" Accordingly, the {criptures are attefted with-
all the evidences, intrinfic and extrinfic, which:
we can reafonably defire, and with all the evi--
denices the nature of the thing will admit.

_ As for intrinfic evidences, many might be men- |

tioned; but I'muft at prefent confine myfelf in:
proper limits. I thall refume the one I have
, ~already

- —
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already hinted at, namely, that the religion of
the Bible has the direéteft tendency to promote
true piety and folid virtue in the world ; it is
fuch a religion as becomes a Gop to reveal;
fuch a religion as we might expect from him,
in cafehe inftituted any ; a religionintendedand
adapted to regulate felf-love, and to diffufe the
love of Gop and man through the world, the
only generous principles and vigorous fprings

- of a fuitable conduét towards Gop, towards

. one another, and towards ourfelves ; a religion
produdive of every humane, focial, and divine
virtue, and diretly calculated to banith all fin
out of the world; to transform impiety into, -
devotion ; injuftice and oppreflion into equity
and univerfal benevolence; and fenfuality in-
‘to fobriety ; a religion infinitely preferable to
any that has been contrived by the ‘wifeft and
beft of mortals. And whence do ye think
could this godlike religion proceed ? does not its
nature prove its origin divine ? does it not evi-
dently bear the lineaments of its heavenly pa-
rent? can you once imagine that fuch a pure,
fuch a holy, fuch a perfett {yftem, could be the
~contrivance of wicked infernal fpirits, of fel-
fith, artful priefts, or politicians, or of a par-
cel of daring impoftors, or wild enthufiafts ?
Could thefe contrive a religion fo contrary to
‘their inclination, fo deftruétive of their inte- .
reft, and fo direftly conducing to promote the
caufe they abhor ? If you can believe this, you
. You.L : C ' " may
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may alfo believe that light is the preduét of
darknefs, virtue of vice, good of evil; '&e.
- ¥ fach beings as thefe had contrived a religion;
it would have borne the fame appearance-in the
Bible, as it does in Eak, -or Spain, where it 18
degenerated into a meer trade, for the benefit
of tyrannical and' voracious priefts;: or it would
have been fuch a religion as that of Mebomet;
allowing its fubjeéts to propagate it with the
fword, that they might enrich themfelves with
the plunder of conquered nations; and s
dulgimg them in the gratification of their - lufts;
particularly in polygamy, or the unbounded
" eénjoyment of women. . This religion, F fear;
would, fuit the tafte of our licentious frees.
thinkers, much better than the hoty religion of
Jesus.© Or if ‘we fhould fuppofe Chriftianity
to be the contrivance of vifionary enthufiafts;
then it would not be that rational fyftem which
it is, but a huddle of fanatical reveries amd: ri
diculous whims.  If then it could not be- the
contrivance of “fuch’ authors as thefe, to whom
thall we aferibe it? it mufthave had fome an-
“thor ; for it could not coe into being with-
out a caufe, no more than the fyftem of the
umivetfe, - Will you then afcribe it to- good
men ? but thefe men were either. infpired from
heaven, or they were not;-if they were not,
then t.hcy could not be good men; but‘moft
audacious liars ; for they plainly decldred, they
were divinely infpired; and-ftood init to the laf?,
which no good man’ would do, if fuch-a declara-
: tion
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. tion was falfe: if they wera infpired from heaven,
then the point is gained ; then Chriftianity is a
religion from Gop ; for to receive a religion
from perfons divinely mfpired, and to receive
it from Gop, is the fame thing, o
Another intrinfic evidenceis that of prophety.
. 'Thofe fature events which are contingenty
or which fhall be accomplithed by caufes that
do not mow exift or appear, cannot be cer -
tainly foreitnown or foretold by man, as we
find by our own experience. Such objects falk
within' the compafs of omnifcience only; and
therefore when fhort-fighted mortals are en«
abled to predict fuch events many years, and
even ages before they happen, it is a certait
evidence that they are let into the focrets of
heaven, and that Goo communicates to- thety
a'knowledge which:canindt-be acquired By the
moft fagacious human 'mind ; and this 15 an
evidence' that the perfons thus divinely taught
are che meflengers of Gop ‘to declare his will
to the worldy .~ = . : '
- Now there' are numberlefy inftances of fuch
prophocies in the -facred: writings.: Thus' a
prophet foretold the deftsuttion of Yeroboam's
altar by Fefieb, many ages before (a). Cyrus
was foretold by name as the reftorer of the -
Jews from B to ‘rebuild their temple-and
city ‘abouit a hundsed: years before he was
born (). Several of the prophets foretold
the deftra€tion of various kingdoms in a very
' - Ca2 o ‘punc-
(s) 1 Kings xiii. 2. () Iai.xlv. 1, &e.



20 The divine Autbority and Sufficiency Sermit.
punctual manner, as of erufalem, ' Babylm,
Egypt, Nineveb, &c. which predition was ex-
aély fulfilled. But the moft remarkable pro-
phecies of the Old Teftament are thofe relating:
to the Meffiah, which are fo numerous and
full, that they might ferve for materials of his
hiftory; they fix the time of his coming, viz.
while the fceptre continued in fadab (a), while.
the fecond temple was yet ftanding (4), and:
towards the clofe of Darniel’s -feventy weeks of
years, 7. e. four hundred and ninety-years from
the rebuilding of Ferufalem (). Thefe proplicfies
alo defcribe the lincage of the Meffiah, the
manner of his conception, his life and mira-
cles, his death, and the various circumftances
of it; his burial, refurrettion, afcenfion, and
advancement to univerfal empire, and the
fpread of the gofpel through tge»world. ~In

e NewTeftament alfo we meet with fundry re-
markable prophecies. There CrrisT foretels
his own death and the manner of it; and his
triumphant refurretion ; there, with furpriz-
mg: accuracy, he predicts the deftruction of Fe-
rufalem by the Romans. We find various pro-
' gh’ecies alfo in the apoftolic epiftles, particu-

rly that of St Paul (d), concerning the con-
verfion of the Jews; which though it be not
yet accomplithed, we fee a remarkable provi-
dence making way for it, in keeping the Je»;r]s,

o - -~ who

(a) Genef. xlix. 10 * () Hag.ii.7. Malii, 2.
{¢) Dan.ix. 24, &ec, * (d) Rom. xi.



\

Serm.1.  of the Chriftian Religion.. . 21
who are f{cattered over all the earth, diftinct
from all other nations for about one thoufand
feven hundred years, though they are hated of
all nations, and confequently under the ftrong-
eft temptation to coalefce with, and lofe them-
felves among them; and though all other na-
tions have in a much fhorter time mixed in fuch
a manner, that none of them can now trace

their own original; e. g. Who can now diftin-

guifh the pofterity of the ancient Romans from
the Goths and Vandals ; and others that broke
in upon their empire and fettled among them ;
or of the ancient 4ngli from the Danes, &, that
mingled with them? v :
. Thefe and many other plain prediétions are
interfperfed through the Scriptures, and prove
their original to be from the Father of lights,
who alone knows all his works from the be-
ginning, and who declares fuch diftant contin-
gent futurities from ancient times (). .
- I might, as another intrinfic evidence of,
the truth of Chriftianity, mention its glorious
energy on the minds of men, in convincing
them of fin, eafing their confciences, infpiring
them with unf ble joy, fubduing their
lufts, and transforming them into its own like-
nefs ; which is attefted by the daily experience

~ of every true Chriftian.  Every one that be-

lieveth hath this witnefs in himfelf : and this

is an evidence level to the meaneft capacity,

which may be foon loft in a courfe of fublime

;- . C3 . - reas
(s) Mai. xlv. 21, ' '
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reafoning.” But ‘as the Deifts .declare, alas!
with too much truth, that the gofpel hath na
fuch power upon them, it is not to my pur-
pofe to infift upon it. I therefore proceed ta
mention fomeof 3 R ~
The extrinfic evidences of the religion of
Frsus, particularly the miracles with which it
was confirmed, and its early propagation thra’
the world. o
Miracles in this cafe are events above or con«
trary to the eftablithed laws of nature, dons
‘with a profefled defign to atteft a Revelation ;
and as they are obvious and firiking to the
fenfes of the moft ignorant and unthinking,
they are the moft popular and convidtive evi-
dences, adapted to the capacities of the genera-
lity of mankind, who are incapable of a long
train of argumentation, or of perceiving the
:Jlmgm of a religion from its nature and ten+

ency. . - C
Now the religion of Jesus is abundantly at-
tefted with this kind of evidence. The hiftory
of the life of Jesus, and his apoftles, is one
gontinued feries of miracles. Sight was re-
ftored to the blind, the deaf were enabled ta
‘hear, the lame to walk, the maimed furnithed
with new-created limbs, the fick healed, the
rage of winds and feas controled, yea, the
dead were raifed ; and all this with an air of
fovereignty, : fuch as became 2 Gop; the
apoftles were alfo. endowed with. miraculous
powers, enabled to, fpeak with tongues, and
o .. comy
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communicate the Holy Spirit to others. Thefe
miracles were done not in a corner, but in
the moft public places, before numerous
fpetators, friends and foes; and the perfons
tﬁgt wrought them appealed to them as the
evidences of their divine miffion; and the ac-
count of ‘them is conveyed down to us by the
beft medium, written tradition, in a hiftory
that bears all the evidences of credibility, of
which any compofure of that kind is ca-
ble. '

?aAnother extrinfic evidence of the truth of
Chriftianity, is its extenfive Propagation thro®
the world in the moft unpromifing circum-
ftances.

The only religion, befides the Chriftian,
which has had any very confiderable fpread in
the world, is that of Makomet ; but we may
cafily account for this, without fuppofing it
divine, from its nature, as indulging the lufts
of men; and efpecially from the manner of
its propagation, not by the force of evidence,
but by the force of arms. But the circum-
ftances of the propagation of Chriftianity
were quite otherwife, whether we confider its
contrariety to the corruptions, prejudices, and
interots of men ;—the eafinefs of detecting it,
had it been falfe ;—the violent oppofition it
met with from all the powers of the earth ; —
the inftruments of its propagation ;— or the
meafures they took for that purpofe. =

Cq4  Chriftia-
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- Chriftianity was directly contrary to the cor-
-ruptions, prejudices, and interefts of man-
kind. It grants no indulgence to the corrupt
propenfions of a degenerate world ; but re-
quires that univerfal holinefs of heart and life,
which, as we find by daily obfervation, is fo un-
grateful to them, and which is the principal
-reafon that the religion of 'Jesus meets with fo
much.contempt and oppofition in every age.
When Chriftianity was firft propagated, all
nations had been educated in fome other reli-
gion ; the Jews were attached to Mofes, and the
Gentiles to their various fyftems of heathen-
ifm ; and were all of them very zealous for
. their own religion : but Chriftianity propofed
a new fcheme, and could not take place, with-
out antiquating or exploding all other religions ;
and therefore it was contrary to the inveterate
rejudices of all mankind; and could never
Eavev been fo generally received, if it had not
, brOught'_with it the moft evident credentials;
. efpecially confidering that fome of its doctrines
were fuch as feemed to the Jews a ftuinbling
block, and to the Greeks foolithnefs; particu-
larly that one of obfcure birth and low life,
who was publickly executed as a flave and a

malefaétor, fhould be worfhipped and honour-

- ed as Gop, upon pain of everlafting damna-
tion ; that there fhould be a refurrection of the
dead, the laft of which was an objeét of ridi-
cule ta all the. wits and philofophers of the

hgathenf

. T ) N
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heathen world. Again, as fome religion or
other was eftablithed in all nations, there were
many, like Demetrius and his craftfmen, whofe
temporal livingsand intereft depended upon the
continuance of their religion; and if that was -
changed, they fell into poverty and difgrace.

, Thel% ~were a powerful party in every nation,
and they would exert themfelves to prevent the
fpread of an innovation fo dangerous to their
intereft, which we find by all hiftories of thefe
times they altually did. And yet the defpifed
religion of JEsus triumphed over all their o
pofition, and maintained its credit in fpite of
all theirendeavours to detect it as an impofture ;
and this proves it was not an impofture ; for,

In the next place, It was eafy to have de-
teCted Chriftianity as an impofture, nay, it
was impofiible it fhould not have been deteft-
ed, if it had been fuch; for the great falts
upon which the evidence of it refted, were faid
to be obvious and public, done before thou-
fands, and in all countries; for wherever the
apoftles travelled, they carried théir miraculous
powers along with them. Thoufands muft
know whether CurisT had fed many thoufands
with provifions only fufficient for a few;
whether Lagarus was raifed from the dead he-
fore the admiring multitude; whether the
apoftles fpoke with tongues to thofe various
nations among whom they endeavoured to pro-

‘pagate - their religion, .(as. indeed they muft

ve done, otherwife they would not have bc;:c'n

' ' - under-
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underfieed.) Thefe things and many others,
wpon which the evidence of Chriftianity de-
pends, were public in their own nature ; and
therefore, if they had not been matters of °
fact, the cheat muft have been unavoidably de-
teted, efpecially when fo many were concern-
¢d to detect it. - .
- ‘Farther ; Chriftianity met with the molt
firenuous oppofition from all the powers of the
carth. The Fewi/b rulers and mott of the po-
ce were 1ts 1mplacable enemies; and. as
they lived on the fpot where its miraculous at-
teftations were faid to be given, it was in their
power to crufh it in its birth, and never have
fuffered it to fpread farther, had it not been
attended with invincible evidence. All the
power of the Roman. empire. was alfo exerted
. for 1its extirpation; and its propagators and
difciples could expe@ no profit or pleafure by
&, but were affured from the pofture of af-
faus, from daily experience, and from the
- predictions of their mafter, that they fhould
mect with fthame, perfecution, and death it-
felf ‘in . its moft tremendous fhapes; and in the
next world, they could expe@ nothing, even
socording - to their own daoclrine, but everlaft-
ing damination, if they were ,wilﬁ:l impoftors :
and yet in fpite of all thefe difcouragements
they courageoully perfifted in their teftimony
to the laft, though they might have fecured
“their lives, and helped their fortunes, (as Ju-
das did) by retradting it ; nay, their teftimony .
_ pre-
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prevailed in defiance of gil oppofition; mul. .
titudes in all nations then known gmbraced
the faith, though they expected tortures and
death for 1t; and in afew centuries the vaft and
mighty Roman empire fubmitted to the religion
of a crucified Jesvs, . And who were thofe
mighty heroes that thus triumphed over the
world ? Why, to our furprize, . ~

The inftruments of the propagation of

Chriftianity were a company of poor mecha-
~ nics, publicans, tent-makers, and fithermen,
from the defpifed nation of the Jews. And by
what ftrange powers or arts did they make
thefe extenfive conquefts ? -

The meafures they took were a plain d
ration of their religion, and they wrought mi-
racles for its confirmation. They did not ufe
the power of the fword, no fecular terrors, or
bribery ; they were without Jearning, without
the asts of reafoning and perfyafion ; and with~
out all the ufual artifices of feducers to gain
credit to their impofture. '

Here I cannot but take partieular notice of
that matchlefs fimplicity that appears in the hif-
tory of Curist, and his apoftles. The evan-
gelifts write in that artlefs, calm, and unguarded
manner, which is natural to perfons confident
. of the undeniable truth of what they affert,
They do not write with that fcrupulous caution
which would argue amy fear that they might
be confuted. They fimply relate the naked
facls, and leave them to ftand upon their own

, , . evi-
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evidenice. ‘They relate the moft amazing, the
~moft moving things, with the moft cool fe-
renity, without any paffionate exclamations,
a dwarm refle@ions ; for example, they relate
the moft aftonifhing miracles, as the refur-
rection of Lazarus, 1n the moft fimple, and as
it were, carelefs manner, without breaking out
and celebrating the divine power of CHRrIsT. -
In the fame manner they relate the moft tragi-
cal circumftances of his condemnation and
death, calmly mentioning matter of fat, with-
out any invectivesagainft the Jews, without any
high e¢logys upon CHrIsT’s innocence, with-
out any rapturous celebrations of his grace in
fuffering all thefe things for finners, and with-
out any tender lamentations over their deceafed
mafter. It is impoffible for a heart fo deeply
- imprefled with fuch things, as theirs undoubt-
€dly was, to retain this difpaffionate ferenity,
unlefs laid under fupernatural reftraints ; and
there appears very good reafons for this reftraint
upon them, 27z. that the gofpel-hiftory might
carry intrinfic evidences of its fimplicity and
artlefs impartiality ; and that it might appear -
adapted to convince the judgments of men,
- and not merely to raife their paffions. In this
refped, the gofpel-hiftory is diftinguifhed from
all hiftories 1n the world ; and can we think fo
plain, - fo undifguifed, fo artlefs a compofure,
the contrivance of defigning impoftors ? gsould
not a confcioufnefs that they might be detected

keep
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keep them more upon their guard, make them
more ready to anticipate and confute objections,
and take every artificeto recommend their caufe,
and prepofiefs the reader in its favour ?

It only remains under this head, that I
fhould . .

4. Shew that the religion of Jesus propofes
fufficient excitements to influence our faith and
practice. ,

To enforce a fyftem of doétrines and pre-
cepts, two things are efpecially neceffary, —
that they fhould be made duty by competent
authority, —and matters of intereft by a fanc-
~ tion of rewards-and punifhments.—To which
I may add, that the excitements are ftill ftron-
ger, when we are laid under the gentle obli-
gations of gratitude.— In all thefe refpects the
Chriftian Religion has the moft powerful en«
forcements. ~ oo

The authority upon which we are required
to receive the dotrines, and obferve the precepts
of Chriftianity, is no lefs than the authority of
Gop, the fupreme lawgiver, and infallible
teacher, whofe wifdom to_ prefcribe,: and right
to command, are indifputable ; and we may
fafely {fubmit our underftandings to his inftruc-
tions, however myfterious, and our wills to his
injunctions, however difficult they may feem
to us. ‘This gives the religion of Jesus a bind-
ing authority upon the confCiences of men
which is abfolutely neceffary to bring pisty and
L . virtue
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virtue into practice in the world ; for f men:
are left at hberty, they will follow their swtp
inclinations, however wicked and pernicicus.
~ And in this refpe¢t Chriftianity bears & glori-
. eus preference to-all the {yftems of miorakity
compofed by the heathen philofophersi; for:
though thiere were many good things i them;
yet who gave authority.to Secrates; Plato, ox
Seneca to aflume the province of lawgivery
and diftators to mankind, and prefcribe to
their confciences ? AN they could do was t9
teach, to advife, to perfuade, to réafon ; but
mankind were at liberty after all, whether to
take their advice or not. And this fhews the
neceflity of fupernatural revelation, not rierely
to make known things beyond lkutian dppres
henfion, but to enforce with proper authority
fuch duttes: as might be difcovered by many
fince without it they would not have-tive bind<
ing forceof a law. - T
As to - the fanttions of rewards and puhi(k-
ments in Chriftianity,- they are fuch- as becore
a Gop to annex to his majeftic law, fichas are
agreeable to creatures formed for itmmertality,
and fuch ds would have the moft effeCtual tefia
dency to encourage obedience, and prevent fin ;
they are no lefs than.the moft perfeét- happinefs
and mifery which human nature is capable of,
end that through an endlefs-duration. < If thefe
are not fufficient to allure rational creatures to
obedience, and deter them from difobedience,
then no confiderations that can be propofed
| can



Serm.1. - of the Cbriftian Religion. ir

can have any effect.. Thefe tend to alarér oup
hopes and our fears, the moft vigorous {prings
of human a@ivity ; and if thefe have no effech
upon us, nothing that Gop can reveal, or out
minds conceive, will have any effet. Gob by
- adding the greateft fanctions poflible to his law,
has.taken the beft: poffible precautions to pres
‘vent difobedience ; and fince even thefe do not
reftrain men fromit, we are {ure that lefs would
not fuffice. ' i men will go oninfin, though
they believe the punifhment due to it will be
eternal, thea much mote would they perfift in
it, if it were not eternal ; or if they fay, they
will indulge themfelves in fin, becaufe they be-
.heve it is not eternal, then this proves from
their own: mouth, that it thould be eternal in
ovder to reftrain them. The prevalence of fin
in the world tends to render it miferable ; and
therefore, to prevent it, as well as to difplay
Gop’s eternal regard to moral goodnefs, it 13
fit that he fhonld annex the higheft degree of
punifiment: to  difobedience i every indivis
dual, for the indulgence of fin. in.-one indis
viduak would be a temptation to the whole ras
twonal creation; and on the other hand, the
threatening of everlafting punithment. to. all
fmners- indefmitely, is nmeceffary to deter ths
whole rational world, and every particular pers
- fon from difobedience.. Thus in civil governs
ment .it is neceflary; that: robbery fhould. be
threatened indefinitely with.. death, . bacaufe
though one robber may take from a man but
. S ' what
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.what he can very well fpare ; yet if every man
might rob and plunder his neighbour, the con-
fequence would be univerfal robbery and con- -
fufion. It is therefore neceffary that the great-
eft punithment fhould be threatened to difobe~
~ dience, both to prevent it, and to teftify the
divine difpleafure againft it ; which is the pri-
mary defign of the threatening; and fince the
penalty was annexed with this view, it follows,
that it was primarily enacted with a view to the
- happinefs of mankind, by preventing what
would naturally make them miferable, and but
fecondarily with a view to be executed ; for it
is to be executed only.upon condition of difo-
. bedience ; which difobedience .it' was intended
to prevent, and confequently it was not imme-
diately intended to be executed, or enaced for
the fake of the execution, asthough Gop took
a malignant pleafure in the mifery of his crea-
tures. But when the penalty has failed of its
rimary end, reftraining from fin, then it is
- fit it fthould anfwer its fecondary. end, and be
“executed upon the offender, to keep the reft of
reafonable creatures in their obedience, to illuf-
trate the veracity and holinefs of the lawgiver,
and prevent his government from falling into
contempt. There are the fame reafons that
threatenings fhould be executed when denounc-
ed, as for their being denounced at firft ; for
threatenings never executed are the fame with
no threatenings at all, : T
' o - Let
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. Let me add, that the gofpel lays us under
the ftrongeft obligations from gratitude. It
not. enly clearly informs us of our obliga-
tions to Gon, . as the author of our beings and
all our tempon‘al bleflings, which natural reli--
gion.more faintly difcovers, but fuperadds thofé"
more éndearing onés derived from the fcheme of
man’s redemption thro’ the death of the eternal
Son of Gop. - Though the bleflings of cre-
ation and providence are great in themfelves;
are fwallowed up, as-it were, and loft
in the love of Gop; which is commended
to us by this matchlefs cirecumftance; # that
# while we were yet finners; Curist died for
% ug;* and while under the conftraints of this
love, we cannot but devote curfelves entirely ta
Gob (a). o S
. Thus I have hinted at a few things affiorig
the many that might bé nientioned to prove
the Divinity of the Religion of Jesus, and its
Sufficiency to bring men to repentance and fala
vation. . And if it be fo, why fhould it be res
jeted; or another fought ? <=~ This remindd
- me that I promifed, o ]
1L To expofe the Vanity aind Unreafohables
nefs of the Objettions againft the Chriftian Res
ligion, or of demanding another, &e.
' What can our ingenitus Infidels offer agdnift
Wwhat Has beeri faid ? It muft be fomething very
weighity indeed to preponderate all this evis
- Vor.k - - D - detied
see 4 (4) 4 Coninith, ¥, 14, 14 :
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derice. A latigh, or a fneer, :a pest wittieifin,
declaimiing againft . prieftcraft: and the prejus
dices  of educhtiony artful evafioms; and thal<:
160 - forphifms,. the ufiral argaiments of oar pre-t
tended free-thinkers, thele will not. faflice to:
banter us: ot of owr joyfub eonfidence of the:
Divinity of the religion of Jesus; and b may:
add, thefe will rot faffice to mdemify- thema
Nothing will be: fufitcient for' this. but -deman-
ftration ¢ it lies upon: them to Frovc the Cheifs
tian religion to he certamly falfe; oduvnfd; '
unfefs they - are hardened. tcv a prodigy,. th :
gt be racked: with “anxions: fears left theyr
ficuld find it true at laft to their coft';. and:
kAl that difmal ‘threatening: fhould ftand. firny
againft themy: * He that bchcvmh not,, ihail
* be damned.*

‘Wihat mighty objeétidns then have bhéy to
aﬁ’er’ Will nhey fay that the. Chriftian relgront
eontains feveral moyfterious doctrines, Wwhich
they cannot comprehend, : whigh feemr to’ them
unaccountable ? As that of the Trinity, the In-
earation, and Satisfaction of CrrIsT, &ei
But will they advance their .underftdmdmg to
be the univerfal Standard of Truth? Will thcy
pretend to comprehend the infnite Gop in
their finite minds ? then let them go, and mea<
fure the hedveéns with a fpan, and comprelend
the ocean in the hellow: of their hand. - Will
they pretend to underftand the divine nature,
when they cannot underffand their .own:? 2
- when they cannot account for or explain ¢ the

. union
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union between their own fouls and. bodies ¥

" 'Will they reject myfteries in Chriftianity, when

they muft own them in every thing elfe? Let
them firlt folve all the phenomens in nature;
let them give us a rational theory.of the infinite-
divifibility of a piece of finite matter ; let them
account for the feemingly magical operation™
of the loadftone; the arculation of the blood
upwards as well as downwards, contrary to all
the laws of motion ; lét them inform us of the

" caufes of the cohefion of the particles of mat-

ter ; fet them tell us, how {pirits can receive
ideas from material organs, how they hear and
fee, &c. let them give us intelligible theorieg

. of thefe things, and then they may with forne«

thing of a better grace fet up for critits upon
Gop and his ways,; but, while they are myfte-
ries to themfelves, while every particle of mat-
ter baffles their underftandings, it is the moft
impious intelletual pride to reject Chriftianity
upon the account of its myfteries, and to fet
up them{elves as the fupreme judges of truth.

. Or will they object that there are a great
many difficult and ftrange paffages in the Scrip-
tures, the meaning and propriety of which
they do not fee? And ‘are there not many
ftrange things in the book of nature, and the .

~ adminiftration of providence, the defign and

ufe of which they cannot fee, many things

“that to them feem wrong and ill-contrived 2

Yet they own the world was created by Gop, and

that his providence rules it: and why will they

D 2 not
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not ‘allow’that the Scriptures may be from Gob,’
notwithftanding thefe difficulties and feeming
incongruities ?- When a learned man can eafily
raife his difcourfe above the capacity of com- .
mon people, will they not condefcend to grant
that an infimite Gobp can eafily overfhoot their
little fouls? Indeed a revelation which we
_could fully.comprehend, would not appear the
production of an infinite mind ; it would bear
no refemblance to its heavenly Father; and
therefore we fhould have reafon tofufpect it
fpurious: It is neceflary we fhould meet with
ifficulties in the Scriptures to mortify our
pride. But farther, will they make no allow-
ance for the different cuftoms and practices of .
different ages? It is certain, that may be pro--
per and graceful in one age-which would be
ridiculous and abfurd in another ; and fince
the Scriptures were written fo many ages ago,
we may fafely make this allowance for them,
- which will remove many feeming abfurdities.
There fhould alfo allowance be made for the
Scriptures being rendered literally out of dead
difficult languages ; for we know, that many
expreflions may be beautiful and fignificant in
one language, which would be ridiculous and
nonfenfical. if - literally tranflated into ano-
ther. Were Homer or Virgil thus tranflated
into Englifb, without regard to the idiom of
the language, inftead of admiring their beau- -
ties, we fhould be apt to think (as Cowly €x-
coo ’ | prefles
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preflesit) *“that one madman had tranflated an-

. ¢ gther madman.”: - - .

. 'Will they objett the wicked lives of its pro-
feflors againft the holinefs and good tendency
of Chriftianity itfelf? But is it Chriftianity as
ractifed in the world; or Chriftianity as taught
Curist and his apoftles, and contained in
the Bible, that I am proving to be divine ? You
know it is the latter, and confequently the
poor appearance ‘it makes inthe. former fenfe
1s no argument agdinft its purity and divinity
in this. .Again, are the bad lives of profeflors -
taught and enjoined. by genuine Chriftianity;.

- and agreeable toit? No; they are quite con-

trary. to it, and fubvetfive of it, and it is fo
far from encouraging fuch: profeffors, that.it
pronounces . them - miferable hypocrites, . and
their ‘doom - will be more fevere than that .of
heathens. : - Again} are there not hypocritical
profeflors. of morality and natural rehgion, as
well as of revealed?. Are there mot.many who
cry up morality, and the religion' of . nature,

~and yet boldly. violate.its plaineft (grcccpts? If

therefore this be a fufficient objetion againft
Chriftianity, it muft be fo-too againtt all reli-

~gion. Further, do men grow better, by re-

nouncing the religion of Jesus ? Obfervation af-

{ures us of quite the contrary. "Finally, are there

not fome of the profeffors of Chriftidnity, who
live habitually according to it? Who give us’
the beft patterns of piety and.virtue: that ever
were exhibited to the world ? This is fufficient

: ' D3 to

!
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to vindicate thie religion they profefs, and it is
highly injurious to 1nvolve fuch promifcuoufly
in the adium and contempt due to barefaced
hypocrites.. How would this reafoning glmeaﬁ:
the Deifts themfelves in parallel cafes?. * Some
¢ that have no regard to Chriftianity have beeny
« murderers, thieves, &¢. therefore 'all that
« difregard it are fuch.” Or ‘ fome that
s« pretended to be honeft,. have been found
¢ villains ; :therefore all th;\ pretend to it are
<« fuch; or therefore honefty 1s novirtue.”

- - Qr will they change the note, and inftead of
pleading that Chriftianity leads to licentioufefs,
object that it bears too hard upon the plea-

‘fures of mankind, and lays them under too
fevere reftraints ? Or that its penalties are excef

five and cruel ? But does it rob mankind of any
. pleafures warthy the rational nature, worthy the

- jpurfuit of creatures formed for immortality,

and confiftent with the good of the whole ? It
geftrains them indeed ;. but it is only as a phy-
fician reftrains his patient from poifon or an
‘improper regimen ; it reftrains men from living
like beafts ; it reftrains them from thofe plea-
{ures which will ruin their fouls and bodies in
the eveut ; it reftrains them from gratifying a
private paffion at the expence of the public; in
thort, it reftrains them from making them-

+ delves and others miferable. Hard reftraintsin-
deed ! and the Deifts, to be fure, are generous
-patrons of human liberty, that would free us

from fuch grievances as thefe ! however this ob- -

R T Y tion

/
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jection lets-us into the fecret, and informs us of
the reafon why our pretended, free-thinkers
are fiuch enemies to Chriftianity ; it is becaufe
3t checks their lufts, and will not permit them
po eé?, as well as to think freely, 1. e. as the

pleak. If they would content themielves wit

manly and rational pleafures they would nat
count the reftraints of Chriftianity intolerable ;
may, they would find in it a fet .of peculiarly
noble .and refined pleafures, which they might
feek in yain elfewhere, for it is fo far from be-
ing an enemy to the happinefs of man, that it
was defigned to promote it, and then we make
ourfelves miferable, when we reje& it, or it be-
comes our intereft that it {hould be falfe. As
to the penalty of everlafting punifthment an-

nexed fo fin, which js but a temporal evil, I -
would afk them whether tliey are competent
judges in a matter in which they are parties.?
Are they capable to deternsine . what degree of
punithment ghould be inflited upon difobedi-
ence to the infinite majefty of heaven, when

~they are not only thert-fighted creatures, but

alfo goncerned i the affair, and their judg-

 .ments may be ‘?ervcrtad by felf-intereft 7 Whe-
fit

-ther ds it moft fit that the judge of all the earth
Ahould determine- this. point, or. a company of
-malefactors, as they are? Is it allowed to gri-
minals in civil couits to determine their own

".doom; ‘and pronounce their own_ fentence ?. If -

.it 'were, few of them would be punifhed at all,

" . wud: government would fall into contempt.

D4 Agamn;
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Again, let me remind them, ‘that the penalty
~was annexed to prevent difobedience, avnd:fo-‘:ttg
- render the execution needlefs, and confequent-
ly it was primarily intended for their good.
‘Why then will they fruftrate this defign,” and,

when they have rendered 'the execution.necefr

fary, complain of its feverity ¢ 1f they think the
;penalty fo terrible let them watch againt fin, let
them accept the falvation the gofpel offers, and,
fo avoid' 1t; inftead of quarrelling with its fe-
verity, and yet ruthing ‘upon it. Or if they
fay, they will perfift in fin becaufe they do not
believe the punifhment iseternal; this'gives me

‘room toappeal to themfelves whether a lefs pe- -

‘nalty than"everlafting mifery would be fuffici-
ent to reftrain them from fin? and whether
‘G o p would have taken all proper precautions
to prevent fin, if he had annexed a lefs punifth-
.ment to his law, fince, by their own confef-
- fion, nothing lefs could deter them from it? I
thall only add, that as the human foul muft
always exift, and as by indulgence in fin in the
-yrefent ftate it contracts fuch habits as render

it incapable of happinefs in the holy enjoy-.

ment of the heavenly world, it muft by a na-
tural neceflity be for ever miferable, though
" 'Gop fhould not exert any pofitive act for 1its
- punifhment. ' And if the Deifts fay, that punifh-
“ment for fome time would reclaim offenders
from fin, and bring themto repentance, thediffi-
culty is not removed, unlesthey can prove that

. T——
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tnifery will bring men to love that Gob wha ins -
flicts - it;-which they cannéver do; and it is
- evident, that that repentance which proceeds
merely from felf-love, without - any regard to
Gon' at' all, can never be pleafing to.him, nor -
prepare them . for - happinefs in the enjayment
‘of him. - ' Punifhment weuld produce a repent=
- ahce like that of a fick-bed, foroed, fervile, and
tranfitory, T
Will they objeét, that miracles are not a fuf~
ficient evidence.of the-ttuth and divinity of ‘a
Revelation, becaufe infernal fpirits may: alfo
work miracles, as in-the cafe of- the magicians
of Egypt, to confirm an-impofture? But it i
known that cur.free-thinkers explode. and laugh
- at the exiftence and power of evil. fpirits in
other cafes, and therefore muft nat be allowed
to admit thern here.tofervea turn. However, we
grant there are: infernal {pirits, and that they
can perform many things above human power,
which may r to us miraculous, and yet the
evidence in favour of Chriftianity taken from
‘miracles ftands unfhaken ; for (1) Can we fup-
pofe - that -thefe malignant ‘and wicked fpirits,
whofe bufinefs it is to feduce men to fin and
- ruin, would be willing to exert their power to
* work miracles to congtm fo holy a religion ; a
religion fo contrary to their defign, and fo fub-
- verfive of their kingdom and intéreft? This
~ would be wretched policy indeed.  Or if we
- thould fuppofe them willing,: yet, (2) Canwe
.. think that Gop, who has them all at his con-
: ' trol,
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tral, would fiffer thent to counterfeit the greag
feal of heaven, andannex it.to an impofture?
that is, ta wark fisch miracles as coudd not be
diftinguithed : from. thofe. wronght by him, to
atteft an impofture ?. Wonld he permit them to
impofe upon mankind in a. manner that could
not be- detecbed ?: This would be to deliver. the
world to theirmanagement, and foffer themto
lead them blindfold to hell in unavaidable des -
Iufion : for miracles:arediich dazzling and pom-
ous evidences, that the general run of mans
v imd could not refift them, 'even though they
were wrought to atteft a religion that. might-
be demonitrated by a long train of fublime rea- -
foning to be falfe. Gop may indeed fuffer the -
devil to mimic the mijracles wrought by his
immediate hand, as in thecafe of anwes and
fambres, but then, :as in.that cafe too, he will
- take care to excel them, and give fome diftin-
- guithing marks of his almighty agency, which
all mankind may eafily difcriminate from the
sitmoft-exertion of infernal power. But tho' Sa-
4an fhould be willing, and Gop fhould permit
him to work miracles, yet (3) Can we fuppofe
thatall the powers of hell united, are able to work
duch aftonifhing miracles as were wrought for
the confirmation of the. Chriftian Religion? Can
we fuppofe that they can contral the laws of
aature at pleafure,; and -that with an air of fo-
vereignty, and profefling themfelves -the lords .
of the univerfe, as we know CurisT did?. If
e can believe this then we deify them, and
oo . , may
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may as well afcribe the Creation and Preferva.

tion of the world to them. If they could ex-
ert a creating power to form new hmbs for the
maimed, or to multiply five loaves and twe
fithes into-a fufficient quantity of food for five
thoufand, and leave a greater quantity of frage
ments when that were done, than the wh‘(ﬁt
provifion at firft, then they might create the
world, and fupport all the creatures in it. If
they could. animate the dead, and remand the
feparate foul ‘back to its former habitation,
and reunite it with.the body, then I fee not
why they might not have given us life at firft,
But to fuppofe this would be to dsthrone the
King of heaven, and renounce his providence -
entirely. We. therefore: reft - aflured that the -
miracles related in thre Scriptures were wrought
by the finger of Gop. >~~~ - '

- But aur free-thinkers will urge, How do we
at this diftance. know that fuch miracies were .
actually wrought? They are -only related in
the Scripture-hiftory, but to prove the truth of
Scripture ‘from arguments that fuppofe the
Scripture -true, is a ridiculous method of rea-
foning, and only a begging of the queftion.
"~ But (1) the Reality of thofe miracles was
granted by the enemies of Chriftianity 1a their
writings againft it, and they had no anfwer to
make, but this forry one, that they weie
wrought by the power of Magic. They never
durft deny that they were wrought ;,ftor tiey
knew all the world could prove it. Indced an
o ‘ ) honour- .
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honourible - teftimony concerning : them could
not be:expeded from infidels, for it:wounld be
utterly inconfiftent. that they.fhould-own thefe
“miracles fufficient atteftations of Chriftianity,
and yet continue infidels. And this may an-
fwer an unreafonable demand of :the Deifts;
that we fhould produce fome honourable tefti-
mony - concerning thefe atteftations from. Jews
and Heathens, as well as from Chriftians, who
were parties. We fhould havemuch more rea<
- fon to fufpect the teftimony of :the: former as
not  convictive .when it:did. not: convincethe
perfons themfelves. But: (2) As-thefe:miracles
were of fo public a:nature, and«gs fo- many-
were concerned to dete&t:them, that they would
unavoidably have :been.detected; when' related
in words, if they had. mot:been'done; fo for
the fame reafons, they could hot but have been
deteted, when related -in writing, -and- this -
we know they never were: ' If thefc miracles -
had not been matters of undoubted- falt. they -
could not have been inferted at firft in the gofs
pel-hiftory, for then . thoufands in- various
countries were alive to confute them:; and they
could not have been intruded .into it afterwards
for all the world would fee that it was then too.
late, and that if there had been fuch things,
they fhould have heard .of them hefore, for
they were much more neceffary for- the firft
propagation of Chriftianity than for- its: fup-
port when received. ... -, . T

‘;..,_" PP A'. But
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- But it may be: objected, How can we at " this

- diftance know that thefe hiftoties ate genuine?

May they not have been corrupted, and many
additions made to "them by defighing’ men in
ages fince ?- And why is it not alfo afked, how
do we know that there were fuch men as A
xander, - fukius Cafar, or King William the Third?
How do we know but their hiftories are all ro-
mance and fable? How do we know that there
were any generations of mankind before our-
felves ? zlow-do we know but all the ats of
parliament of former reigns are corrupted, and
we are ruled by impofitions? In fhort; How
tan we know any thing, but what we have
feen with our eyes? We may as well make dif-
ficulties of all thefe things, and fo deftroy all hu-
man teftimony, as fcruple the genuinenefs of theé
facred writings, for never were any writings
conveyed .down with fo good evidence of their
being genuine and uncorrupted as thefe. Up-
on their firft: publieation they were -put into
all ‘hands, they-were fcattered into all nations,
tranflated imto various languages, and all per~
‘ufed them, either to be taught by them, or to

‘cavil at them. -And ever fince they have beent

quoted by thoufands of authors, appealed to
by “all parties of. Chriftians, as the fupreme -
Judge of controverfies ; and not only the ene-
mies of ‘Chriftianity have carefully watched
them to detet any alterations which pious
fraud. might attempt to.make, but one fe&t of
Chriftians has kept a watchful eye over lzhe. —

' other,
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other; left they, fhould alter any thing in fa-
vour of their own caufe. Andit is matter of
aftonifhment as well as convition, that all the
various copies and. tranflations of the Scrip-
tures in different nations and libraries are fub-
ftantially the fame, and differ énly in matters
of fmall moment, fo that from the-worft copy
or tranflation in the world, one might eafily
learn the fubftance of Chriftianity. |
“Or will our infidels infift to be eye-witnefics
of thefe facts?. Muft one arife from the dead;
or new miracles be wrought:to convince them
by ocular demondtration? This is 2 moft un-
reafonable demand, for (1) The continnance
of miracles in every age would be attended
with numerous incenveniencies. For example;
- Multitudes muft be born blind, deaf, or dumb;
multitudes muft be afflicted with incurable dif-
eafes, and pofieffled by evil fpirits ;" multitudes
maft be difturbed in the fleep of death; and -
all the laws of nature muft be made - precari-
ous and fickle in order to leave room for m-
raculous operations, and all this to humour a -
~ company of obftinate infidels, who would not
believe upon lefs firiking though entirely fufs
cient evidence. (2) The continuancg of mi-
- racles from age to age would deftroy theit
very nature to which it is effential; that they .
be rare and extraordinary, for what is ordi-
nary and frequent, we are apt to afcribe to the
cftablithed laws of nature, however wonder fu;.
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ful it be in itfelf. Forexample, If we faw dead
bodies rife front their graves, as often as we fee
vegetables fpring from {eed rottem in the earth,
we fhould be no mote furprifed. at the one
phznomenon; than we ase at the other, and
our virtughi would- be equally bufy to affign
fome natural caufe for both. , B

And had we never feen the fun rife untit
this morning we fhould. juftly have accounted
it as great a’ miracle as any recorded in the
Scriptures; but becaufe it is common we neg-
let it as-a thing - of courfe. Indeed, it is not
any thing in the event itfelf, or in the degree
of power neeeflary for its accomplithment, that
" renders it miraculous, but its being uncom-
mon, and out of the ordinary courfe of things;
for example, the generation of the human bo-
dy is not in itfelf lefs aftonithing, nor does it
require lefs power, than its refurrection :- the
revolation of the fun in its regular courfe is as
wonderful, and ‘as much requires a divine
power, as its ftanding fill in the days of o~
- fbua. But we acknowlkdge a miracle in the
one cafe, but not in the ether, becaufe the one is- -
extraordinary,while the other frequently occurs..
Hence it follpws, that the frequent. repetition
of miracles, 46 often:as -men are pleafed to
plead the want of evidence to excufe their in-
fidelity, would deftroy" their very nature, and
confequently, to demand - their continuance is
‘to demand an impoflibility. But (3) Suppofe
that men thould be indulged in this requeft,

.

1t
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it would not ptobably btirg them to believé,
If they are unbelievets now 1t is not for want
of evidence, but thioudhk wilful blindnefs and
obftinacy ; and as theythat will {hut their eyes
can fee no more in-Meridiant light than in the
twilight, fo they that trejedt a fufficiency of evi-
dence would alfo refift 4 fuperfluity of iti
Thus the Jews, who were eye-witnefles of the
miracles recorded in the Scriptures, coftinué
invincible infidels ftill. They had always fome
trifling cavil ready to &bject againft the bright=
eft evidence. And thus our modern infidels
~ would no doubt evade the forée of ‘the nfoft mi.:
raculous atteftation by fome wretched hy
thefis or other; they would look upen mira<
cles either as magical produ€tions, or illufions’
of their fenfes, or rather, as natural and necef-
fary events, which -they would indeed have
fome reafon to conclude, if they were fre-:
quently perféormed before their eyes. --Some
- have pretended to doubt of the exiftence and
perfections of Gop, fotwithftanding the evi=
dences thereof upon all this magnificent ftruc<
ture of the univerfe, and muft Gop be always
creating iew worlds before thefe obftinate crea<
" tures for their conviction? Such jpeefons have as
much reafon to derhand it iri this cafe as our
Deifts have to infift for new miracles in the-other.
I might add, that fuch glaring evidence, #s like
the light of the fun, would force itfelf irrefifti=
bly upon the minds of the moft relu@artt;
would not leave room for us to fhew our regard
. to
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to Gop in believing for we fhould then be-
. lieve from . extrinfic neceffity, and not from
choice. It is therefore moft correfpondent to

-

fhould.be fomething in the evidence of a divine

' Revelation to try- us; fomething that might

| fully convince the teachable, and yet not re<
move all umbrages for cavilling from the ob~
ftinate. - | ,

‘Thus I have anfwered as many obje&tions as
the bounds.of one fermon would admit ; and
I think they are the principal ones which lig
againft my fubject in the view I have confider-
ed it. And as I have not defignedly felected the
weakeft, in order to an eafy triumph, you
may look upon the anfwers that have been
given as a ground of rational prefumption that
all other objections may be anfwered with equal
eafe. Indeed, if they could not, it would not
invalidate the pofitive: arguments ih favour of
Chriftianity, for when we have fufficient pofi-
r, ' tive evidence for a thing, we do not rejett it,

becaufe it is attended with fome difficulties
- which we cannot folve. : '

My time will allow me to make but two or
three thort reflections upon the whole.

1. If the Religion of Jesus be attefted with
fuch full evidence, and be fufficient to conduét
men to everlafting felicity, then how helplefs are
they, that have enjoyed 1t all their life, without

rofit ; who either reject it as falfe, or have not
elt its power to reform their hearts and lives?

Vor, . ) E I

our prefent ftate of probation, that there
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It is the laft remedy provided for a guilty world;
and if this fails, their difeafe is incurable, and
they are not to expet better means,

- 2. If the Religion of Jesus be true, then
wa unto the wicked of all forts; wo to infidels
both practical and fpeculative, for all the curfes

of it are in full force againft them, and I need:

not tell you how dreadful they are. .

3. If the Religion of JEsus be true, then I
congratulate fuch of you, whofe hearts and
lives are habitually conformed to it, and who

have ventured your everlafting All upon it. You.

build upon a fure foundation, and your hope

hall never make you athamed. .
" Finally, Letus all ftrive to become rationa}
- and prattical believers of this heaven-born Re-
"hgion: Let our underftandings be more ratio-

ally and thoronghly convinced of its truths; -

~and our hearts and lives be more and more con-
-formed to its purity ; and ere long we, fhall re-
ceive thofe glorious rewards it enfures to all its;

.- fincere difciples ; which may Gop grant to.us all
for Jesus fake.. Amen! -

. SERMON

S
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SERMON IL
The method of Salvation_through' Jesus

. Crrist explained and recommended.
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. JOHN IH. 16.

| tFor GOD o loved the world, that be gave bis only

begotten Som, that whofoever believeth in bim,
Showld not perifb, but bave everlafiing life.

s HAVE been folicitoufly thinking in’ -
what way my life, redeemed from
7 the grave, may be of moft ferviceto .
sesdree® my dear people. And I would col-
lect all the feeble remains of my ftrength into
one vigorous effort this day to promote this
benevolent end. If T knew what fubject has
the moft diret tendency to fave your fouls,
that is the fubjet to which my heart would
cling with peculiar endearment, and which'I
would make the matter of the prefent difcourfe.
- And when I confider I am fpeaking to-att’

. affembly of finners, guilty, depraved, helplefs
. creatures, and that if ever you be faved, it will

be-only throtigh Jesus CurisT, in that way,
e T 2 - _which |
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which the gofpel reveals; when I confider that
~ your everlafting life and happinefs turn upon
this: hinge; namely,, i

when I confider thefe things, I can think of no
fubject I.can mdre Xrbpe_rly’"‘choofe than to re-'
commend the Lord JEesus to your acceptance,
and to explain and inculcate the method of fal-
vation through 'his mediation ; or, in other
words, to preach the pure gofpel to you; for the:
gofpel, in the moft proper fenfe, is nothing elfe
but a revelation-of.a way of falvation for fin-

. .ners of Adam’s race. :

" My text furnifhes me with proper materials
- for my purpofe. 'Let heaven and earth hear it
with wonder, joy, and raptures of praife! * Gap
“ {o loved the world, that he gave his only be-
# gotten "8on; thdt “whofoéver, or that every
“ one (a), that believeth in him, fhould not pe-
¢ nifh, but have everlafting life.* - o

.~ This is a parc of the moft important evening
converfation that ever was held, I meéan, that’
between CurisT and Nicodenus, a Pharifee and a-
Ruler of the Jews.  Our Lord firft inftructs hime
in the do€lrine of regeneration; that grand con-
ftituent of a Chriftian,-and prerequifite to our:
~ admiffion into the kingdom of heaven; and then
he proceeds to inform him of the golpel-method-
of falvation, which contains thefe two grand

articles, the death of CurisT, as the great foun- -

dation of bleflednefs, and faith in him, as the
great qualification upon the part of the ﬁ:mef».
 He

' (@) was

the-receptionyou give to-
this Saviour, and this way of falvation} 1 fay,’
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He prefents this important doftrine to us in
various forms with a very fignificant repetition.
% As Mpofes lifted up the ferpent in the wilder-
# nefs, even fo fhall the Son of man be lifted
# up;* that is, hung on high on a crofs ; # that

whofoever believeth in him, fhould not perifh, -
# but bave everlafting life.* * Then follows my
text, which exprefles the fame doftrine with
great force: * Gobp fo loved the world, that he
# gave his only begotten Son,” gave him up to
death, # that whofoever believeth in him fhould

"= not .perifh, but have everlafting lifex He

goes on to mention a wonder. This earth is a
rebellious province of Jebovab's dominions, and
‘therefore if his Son fhould ever vifit it, one
would think it would be as an angry judge, or
as the executioner of his Father’s vengeance.
But, O aftonithing ! # Gop fent not his Son in-"
*_to the world to condemin the world, but that
# the world through him might be faved.”

~ Hence the terms of life and dedth are thus fix-

-ed, # He that believeth in him is not condemn-
w ed: but he that believeth not is condemned
‘# already, becaufe he hath not believed in the
- name of the only begotten Son of Gop
*Sure the heavenly rivers of pleafure flow in thefe
wverfest Never, methinks, was there fo much
.gofpel exprefled in fo few words! Here take
-the gofpel in miniature, and bind it to your
“hearts for ever. Thefe verfes alone, methinks,
“are a fufficient remedy for a dying world.

The truths 1 would infer from the text for
spreferit. improvement are thefe: that without
2 E 3 CirisT -
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CurisT you are all in a perifhing condition;—
that through Jesus CHRIST a way 1s opened for

your falvation ;= that the grand prerequifite

to your being faved in this way, is faith in Je=

sus CHRIST ; — that every one, without excep-

tion, whatever his former character has been,

~ that is enabled to comply with this prerequifite;

fhall certainly be faved ; —and that the confti-

tution of this method of falvation, or the mif-
fion of Curist into 'our world, as the Saviour
of finners is a moft ftriking and aftonithing
Inftance and difplay of the love of Gon.

1. My text implies that without CHrIsT you
- are all in a penfhing condition. This holds
-~ true of you in particular, becaufe it holds true
. of the world univerfally: for the world was
undoubtedly.in a perifhing condition witheut
CurisT, and none but he could relieve it,
.otherwife Gop would never have given his only
begotten Son to fave it. Gob is not oftenta-
‘tious or prodigal of his gifts, efpecially of fo inef~"
timable a gift as his Son,whom he loves infinitely
‘more than the whole creation. So great, fo dear
a perfon would not have been fent upon a mif-
fion, which could have been difcharged by any.
other being. Thoufands of rams muft bleed in-
facrifice, or ten thoufands of rivers of oil muft

flow ; our firft-born muft die for our tranfgref- -

fions, and the fruit of our body for the fin of our
fouls ; or Gabriel, or fome of the upper ranks of
angels, muft leave their thrones, and hang
upon a crofs, if fuch methods of falvatlilog

: , ' ad .
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had been fufficient. All this would have been
nothing in comparifon of the only begotten
Son of Gonb leaving his native heaven, and all
its glories, affuming our degraded nature, fpend- -

ing thirty three long and tedious years in po- -

“verty, difgrace, and perfecution, dying as a

e

malefactor and a flave in the midft ot ignominy

and torture, and lying a mangled breathlefs

«<orps in the grave. We may be fure there was
the higheft degree of neceflity for it, otherwife

Gop would not have given up his dear Son to -

{uch an horrid fcene of fufferings. oL

This then was the true ftate of the world,
and confequently yours without CuRrisT; it
awas hopelefs and defperate in every view. In

. that fituation there would not have been fo

‘much goodnefs in the world as to try the effi-
cacy of facrifices, prayers, tears, reformation,
and repentance, or they would have been tried
in vain. It would have been inconfiftent with
the honour of the divine perfetions and go-
vernment, to admit facrifices, prayers, tears,
repentance, and reformation, as a fz'xﬂicient a-
tonement. V )

‘What a melancholy view of the world have
we now before us! We know the ftate of

‘mankind only under the gracious government

.of a Mediator, and we but feldom realize what
our miferable condition would have been, had
this gracious adminiftration never been fet up.
But exclude a Saviour irr your thoughts for a

. moment, and then take a view of the world—
helplefs !-—hqpelc[s ! —under the righteous dify

E 4 pleafure

e 2y LT T TN
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pleafure of Gop; and defpairing of relief !
the very fuburbs of hell! — the range of mahg-
nant devils | — the region of guilt, mifery, and
- defpair! — the mouth of the infernal pit | —
the. gate of hell! This would have been the

condition of our world had it not been for that

- Jesus who redeemed it, and yet in this- ver)t
world heis neglected and defpifed.

But you will atk me, * How comes it tha!
¢ the world was in fuch an undone, helplefs,
¢ hopelefs condition without CurisT ? or what
« are the reafons of all this ?”

- ‘The true account of this will appear from -

thefe two confiderations, that all mankind

are finners ; and that no other method but.the
- mediation of CurisT could render the falva-
tion of finners confiftent with the honour of

the divine perfections and government,: with
the public good, and even w1th the nature of

things.

All ‘mankind are finners. . This is too evi- .

~dent to nced proof. They are finners, rebels

agamﬁ the greateft and beft of beings, againft |

their Maker, their liberal Benefattor, and their
rightful Soverelgn, to whom they are under

fironger and more endearing obligations than -

they can 'be under to any creature, or even
to the entire fyftem of creatures : finners, re-
bels in every part of our guilty globe ; none
rxghteous, no not one ; -all finners, without ex-
ception : finners from age to age for-thoufands
of years: thoulands, milbons, innumerable hul-
ptqdes of fipners. What an obnoxious racle IS!
v . this

T RLTL

- ad
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this! There appears no difficulty in the way °
of juftice to punifh fuch creatures. But what
 feemingly infuperable difficulties appear in the
way of their falvation! Let me mention a few
of them to recommend that bleffed Saviour whao
has removed them all. -~ - -
. -If fuch finners be faved, how fhall the holi~
‘nefs and juftice of Goo be difplayed ? . How
thall he give an honourable view of himfelf to
all worlds, as a Being of perfect purity, and an
enemy.to all moral evil ? , ' R
- If fuch finners be faved, how fhall the hon-
“pur.of the divine government and law be fe-
cured? How will the dignity of the Law ap-
pear, if a race of rebels:may thus trifle with it -
with impunity? What a forry law muft that
be, that has no fanétions, or whofe fan@ions
may be difpenfed with at pleafure? What a
contemptible government that may be infult-
ed and rejected, and the offender admitted in-
to favour without exemplary punifhment? No
government can fubfift upon fuch principles of
exceffive indulgence. S
" How can fuch finners be faved, and yet the
good of the public fecured, which is always the
- -end of every wife and good’ruler? By the pub-
- lic good I do not mean the happinefs of man-
kind alone, but I mean the gap inefs of all
" worlds of .reafonable creatures coﬁc&ively, in
comparifon of which the happinefs of mankind
alone may be. only a private intereft, which
fhould always give way to the public good.
Now fin has a dirett rendency, not only ac-
: cording
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rording to law, but according to the nature of
things, - to {catter mifery and ruin wherever its
infection reaches. Therefore the public good
cannot be properly confulted without giving a
loud and efggal warning againit all fin, and
dealing with offenders in fuch a manner as to
deter others from offending. But how can
this be done? how can the finner be faved, and
wet the evil of fin be difplayed, and all other
beings be deterred from it for ever? How can
fin be difcouraged by pardoning it ? .its.evil difs
_played by letting the criminal efcape punifth- -
ment? Thefe are fuch difficulties that nothing -
- but divine wifdom could ever furmount them. .
- Thefe difficulties lie in the way of a mere
pardon, and exemption from punifhment. But
falvation includes more than this. . When {in-
ners are faved, they are not only pardoned but
received ‘into ‘high favour, made the children,
the friends, the courtiers of. the King of hea-
ven. They are not only delivered from punifh-
ment, but alfo advanced to a‘ftate of perfect
pofitive happinefs; and nothing fhort of this
can render fuch creatures as we happy. Now
in this view, the difficulties rife ftill higher, and
it is the more worthy of obfervation, as this is
ot generally the cafe in human governments ;
and as men are apt to form their hotions of thd -
divine fgovemment by human, they are lefs fefts
" fible of thefe difficulties. But this is indeed the
true ftate of the cafe here; how can the finner
be not only delivered from punithment, but alfo
advanced to a ftate'of perfet happinefs ; not
L - - only
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only efcape the difpleafure of his offended fove-
reign, but be received into full favour, and
advanced - to the higheft honour and dignity ;
how can this be done without cafting a cloud
over the purity and juftice of the Lord of all;
without finking his law and government into
contempt, without diminifhing the evil of fin,
and emboldening others to venture upon it, and
fo at once imjuring the character of the fupreme
Ruler, and the public good? How can finners,
I fay, be faved without the falvation being at-
tended with thefe bad confequences? o
And here you muft remember, that thefe .
confequences muft be provided againft. To -
fave men at random, without confidering the
confequences, to diftribute happinefs to private
perfons with an undiftinguithing hand, this
would be at once inconfiftent with the charac-
ter .of the fupreme Magiftrate of the univerfe,
and with the public good. Private perfons are
at liberty to forgive private offentes; nay, it is
- their duty to forgive, and they can hardly of-
fend by way of excefs in the generous virtues

of mercy and compaffion. But the café is o-
therwife with a magiftrate: he is -obliged to
confult the dignity of his government, and the
intereft of the public, and he may eafily carry
" his lenity to a very dangerous extreme, and by
his tendernefs to criminals do an extenfive in-
jury to-the ftate. This is particularly the cafe
with regard to the great Gop, the univerfal fu-
preme Magiftrate of all worlds. And this ought
to be ferioufly confidered by thofe men of loofe
ST ‘ - principles
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principles among us, who look upon Gop only
under the fond charaéter of a Father, or a Be-
ing of infinite mercy, and thence conclude they
have little to fear from him for all their auda-
cious iniquities. ‘There is no ablolute neceflity
that finners fhould be faved: juftice may be

fuffered to take place upon them. But there is -
the moft abfolute neceffity that the Ruler of the

world fhould both be, and appear to be holy
and juft. There is the moft abfolute neceffity
that he fhould fupport the dignity of his go-
vernment, ‘and guard it from contempt, that
‘he fhould ftrike all worlds with a proper horror
- of fin, and reprefent it in its genuine infernal
colours, and fo confult the good of the whole,
sather than a part. ‘There is, I fay, the higheft
and moft abfolute neceffity for thefe things, and
they cannet be difpenfed with as matters of ar~
 bitrary pleafure, And unlefs thefe ends can be
anfwered jn the falvation of men they. cannot
be faved at all. . No, they myft all perith, ra-

ther than Gop fhould a¢t out of charater, as .

the fupreme Magiftrate of the univerfe, or be-
ftow private favours to criminals to the detri-
ment of the public. . :
- And in this lay the difficulty. Call a coun-

cil of all the fages and wife men of the world,

and they can never get over this difficulty,

without borrowing affiftance from the gofpel. -

Nay, this, no doubt, puzzled all the angelic in-
telligences, who pry fo deep into the myfteries
of heaven, before the gofpel was fully revealed.
Methinks the angels, when they faw the. fall of
. , | - man,

R
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man, gave him up as defperate. ¢ Alas! they
"« cried, the poor creature is gone! he and all
« his numerous race are loft for ever.,” This,
they knew, had been the doom of their fellow-
angels that finned, and could they hope better
for man? ‘Then they had not feen any of the
wonders of pardoning love and mercy; and
could they have once thought that that glorious
perfon, who filled the middle throne, and was
their Creator and Lord, would ever become a
man, and die, like a criminal, to-redeem an in-
ferior rank of creatures? no, this thought they
would probably have ‘fhuddered at as-blafphe-
m . PPN . - R - .

):“md muft we then give up ourfelves and alt
our race as loft beyond recovery? ‘There are
huge and feemingly infuperable difficulties in
‘the way, and we’ have feen, neither men nor
angels can prefcribe any relief. But * fing, O
# ye heavens, for the Lord hath done it : fhout
» ye lower parts of the earth: break forth into
* finging, ye mountains, O foreft, and every’
# tree therein: for the Lord hath redeemed
® Facob, and glorified himfelf in Ifrael (6).»
Which leads mie to add, v

- II. My text” implies that thro’ Jesus Curist
a way is opened for your falvation. He, and
- he only was found equal to the undertaking ;

and before him all thefe mountains become a
plain g all thefe difficulties vanith; and now
Gob can be juft, can fecure the dignity of his

character,
(6) Iaiah xliv, 23,
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character, as. the Ruler of the world, and an-
fwer all the ends of government, and yet jufti-
fy and fave the finner that believeth in Jesus.
This is plainly implied in this glorious epi-.
tome of the gofpel: * Gop. fo loved the world,
= that he gave his only begotten Son, that
= whofoever believeth in him, fhould not pe-
= rifh, but have everlafting life.* - Without this
gift, all was loft: but now whofoever believ-
eth in him may be faved ; faved in a moft ho-
" nourable way. ‘This will appear more parti-
cularly if we confider the tendency the medi~
ation of Curist had to remove the difficulties
mentioned. . But I would premife two general
remarks.. - _ ' S
- Thefirftis, That G op being confidered in
this affair in his public character, as fupreme .
magiftrate, or governor of the world, all the
punithment which he is concerned to fee inflict-
ed upon fin is only fuch as anfwers the ends of
government. Private revenge muft vent itfelf
on the very perfon of the offender, or be difap-
pointed. But to a ruler, as fuch, it may in
- {ome cafes be indifferent, whether the punifh-
ment be fuftained by the very perfon that of-
- fended, or bya fubftitute fuffering in his ftead.
"It may alfo be indifferent whether the very fame
unifhment, -as to kind and degree, threatened
i the law, be inflicted, or a punithment equi-
valent to it. If the honour of the ruler and his

government be maintained, if all difobedience-

be properly difcountenanced, if, in fhort, z;)ll
: ' the




~ Serm.z: through Fefus Chrift. 63

the ends of government can be anfwered,; fuch.
- things as thefe are indifferences. Conlequent-
ly if thefe ends thould be anfwered by CurisT’s
fuffering in the ftead of finners there would
be na objetion againft it.. This remark in-
troduces .another, namely, (2) That Jesus
CurisT was fuch a perfon, that his fuffering
as the . fubftitute or furety: of finners anfwered
all the ends of gavernment, . which could be an-.
- fwered by the execution- of the punithment
upon the finners themfelves, - To impofe fuf-
fering upon the innocent, - when unwilling, is,
unjuft’; but Jesus was willing to undertake the
dreadful taftk. And befides, he was a perfon
(fus juris) at. his own difpofal, his own ‘Pro(per-
ty, and therefore he had a. right to difpofe of
his life as he pleafed, ‘and there wasa merit in
his confenting to that, which he wasnot ob-
liged to previous to his confent. - He was alfo
a perfon of infinite dignity, and infinitely be-
loved - by -his Father, and thefe confiderations
rendered the. merit of his fufferings for a fhort,
time, and another kind of punifhment than
that of hell, equal, mqre than equal to the
everlafting fufferings of finners themfelves.
JEesus CurisT was alfo-above law, that s, not
obliged to. be fubject to that law which he had
made for his .creatures, and confequently his,
obedience. to- the law, not being: neceflary for
himfelf, might be imputed to others: -whereas
creatures are-incapable of works of fuperero~
gation, or of doing more than they are;bounddtg
T S T 10,
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do, beirig obliged to obey theirdivine lawgiver for.

themf{elves to the utmoft extent of their abilities,

and confequently, their obedience, however per<.
fett,can be fufficient onlyfor themfelves,but can-

not be imputed to others. Thus it appears, in

general, that the ends of government. are as ef-
fectually anfwered by the fufferings of Curist:
in the room of finners, as they could be by the:
everlafting punifhment of the finners them-:
felves ; nay, we fhall prefently find.they are an-:
fwered in a more ftriking and illuftrious man-

ner. To mention particulars;: _

* Woas it neceffary that the holinefs and juftice
of Gop fhould be difplayed in the falvation of
finners ? See how bright they fhine in a fuf-
- fering Saviour! Now it appears that fuch is:

* the holinefs and juftice of Gop that he will
not let even his own Son efcdpe unpunifthed,
when he ftands in the law-place of finners,
- though guilty only by the flight ftain, may I
fo fpeak, of imputation. Could the execution:
- of everlafting punifhment upon the hateful cri-.
minals” themfelves ever give fo bright a difplay
of thefe attributes? It were impofiible. A~

in, : S
gaWas it a difficulty to fave finners, and yet

‘

maintain the rights of -the divine government,

and the honour of the law? See how this diffi-
culty is removed by the obedience and death of

 Curist! Now it appears, that the rights of .

the divine government are fo facred and invio-
lable that they muft be maintained, though
~ thedarling Son of Go o fhould fall a facrifice
: * to
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1o juftice ; -and that not one offence againft this -
‘government can be pardened, without his mak-
ing a full atonement. Now it appears, that the
«fupreme Ruler is not to be- trifled with, but
that his injured honour muft be repaired, tho’
at the expence of his Son’s blood and life.
Now the precept of the law is perfetly obey- -
<d in every part, and a full equivalent to its pe-

- nalty endured, by a perfon of infinite dignity 3
and it is only upon this footing, that is, of
compleat fatisfaction to all the demands of the -
Jaw, thatany of the rebellious fons of men can -
be reftored into favour. This is a fatisfaction
which Curist alone could give: to finners it
1s utterly impoffible, either by doing, or fuffer-
ing. They cannot do all the things that are
written in the law : nor can they endure its. pe-
nalty, without being for ever miferable. And
therefore the law has received a more compleat
fatlsfa&lon in Carist than it would ever re-
“ceive from the offenders themfelves.  Further, -

Was it a difficulty how finners might be
{aved, and yet the ev1l of fin be difplayed in all
its horrors ? Go to the crofs of CHRisT, there;
- ye fools that make a mock of fin, there learn
1ts malignity, and its hatefulnefs to the great
Gop. . There you may fee it is fo greatan evil, -
that when it is but imputed to the man that is
Gop’s fellow, as. the furety of finners, it can-
not efcape punithment. No, when that dread-
ful ftain lay upon him, immediately the com-
miffion was given to dwme juitice, * Awake,

Yor. L. R " Q
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# O {word, againft my fhepherd, againft the

- # man that is my fellow, faith the Lorp of

*_hofts; fmite the fhepherd (2 ).* When
Curist ftood in the room of finners, even the
Father fpared not his own Son, but gave him
up to death, That the criminals themfelves,
who are am mferior race of creatures fhould
not efcape would not be ftrange: but what

an enormous evil muft that be, which cannot’

- be connived at even in the favourite of heaven,
the only begotten Son of Gep? Surely no-
thing befides could give fo firiking a difplay of
its malignity ! .

Was it a difficulty, how to reconcile the fal-

- vation of finners, and the public good? that

is, How to forgive fin, and yet give an effec-
tual warning againft it ? How to recetve the
finner into favour, and advance him to the
higheft honour and happinefs, and in the mean
time deter all other beings from offending?
All this is provided for in the fufferings of
Curist as a furety. Let all worlds look to
his crofs, and receive the warning which his
wounds and groans and blood and ' dying ago-
nies proclaim aloud; and fure they can never
dare to offend after the example of man. Now

they may fee that the only inftance of pardon -

to be found in the univerfe was not brought
about but by fuch means as are not likely to be
- repeated ; by the incarnation and death of the
Lorp of glory. And can they flatter them-
S ‘ - felves,

(&) Zech xiii. 7. : '
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felves, that he will leave his throne, and hang
upon a crofs, as often as any of his creatures
wantonly dare to offend him ? No; fuch a mi»
racle as this, the utmoft effort of divine grace,
is not often to be renewed ; and therefore, if
they dare to fin, it is at their peril. They have
no reafon to flatter themfelves they fhall be fa-

~voured like fallen man ; but rather to expett

they fhall fhare in the doom of the fallen -
angels.. . )
~ Orif they fhould think fin may efcape with
but a flight punithment, here they may be con-
vinced of the contrary. . If the Darling of hea-
ven, the Lorp of glory, though pezfonally in-
nocent, {uffer fo much, when fin is but im-
puted to him, what fhall the finners themfelves
feel, who can claim no favour upon the foot-
ing of their own importance, or perfonal in-
nocence ? * If thefe things be done 1n the green
® tree, what fhall be done in thedry

Thus, my brethren, you may fee, how a
way is opened through Jesus CurisT for your
falvation. All the ends of government may
be anfwered, and yet you pardoned,. and made
‘happy. Thofe attributes of the divine nature,
fuch as mercy and juftice, which feemed to
clafh, are now reconciled ; now they mingle,
‘their beams, and both fhine with a brighter

. glory in the falvation of finners, than either of

them could apart. And muft you not acknow-
Jedge this a divine god-like fcheme? Can.you
look round you over the works of Creation,

o F2 7 and

4
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and fee the divine wifdom in every objet, and
~can you not perceive the divine agency in thig
ftill more glorious work of redemption? Re-
demption, which gives a full view of the Dei+ °
ty, not as the fun in eclipfe, half dark, half

. bright, but as l

_ « A Gop all der, co’nfu.mmate', abfolute, ’ . ‘
. < Full orb’d, in his whole round of rays complete (a).”

And fhall not men and angels join in wons
der and praife at the furvey of this amazing
fcheme? Angels are wrapt in wonder and
praife, and will be fo to all eternity. See!
how they pry into this myftery: hark, how
they fing! # Glory to Gop in the higheft ;*
and ‘celebrate the Lamb that was flain !
And fhall not men, who ' are perfonally inte-
refted in the affair, join with them? O! are
there none to join with them in this affembly ?
Surely none can refufe ! K
~ Now fince all obftructions are removed on
Gop’s part, that lay in the way of our falva-
tion, why fhould we not all be faved together ? -
What is there to hinder our crouding into hea-
ven promifcuoufly? Or what is there requifite
on our part, in order to make us partakers of
this falvation? Here it is proper to pafs on to
. the next truth inferred from the text, namely,

III. That the grand ‘prerequifite to your be-
mng faved in this way is faith in Jesus CurisT.
. Though

{a) Young's Night-Thoughts, B. 4.
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Though the obftru&tions on Gobp’s part are
removed by the death of CurisT, yet there is
one remaining in the finner, which cannot be
removed without his confent ; and which, while -
it remains, renders his falvation impoffible in
the nature of things ; that is, the depravity
and corruption of his nature. Till thisis cur-
ed, he cannot relifh thole fruitions and employ-
"ments in which the happinefs of heaven con-
fifts, .and confequently he cannot be happy
there. Therefore there is a neceffity in the
very nature of things that he fhould be made
holy in order to be faved: nay, his falva- .
tion itfelf confifts in holinefs. Now faith
is the root of all holinefs in a finner. With-
out a firm realizing belief of the great truths of
the gofpel, it is 1mpoffible a finner fhould be
fanctified by their influence. And without a
particular f};ith in Jesus CurisT, he cannot
derive from him thofe fan¢tifying influences by
which alone he can be made holy, and which
are conveyed through Jesus CyrisT, and thro’
him alone. ‘ '
. Further, It would be. highly incongruous;
and indeed impoffible, to fave a finner againft
his will, or in a way he diflikes. Now, faith,
as you fhall fee prefently, principally confifts in
a hearty confent to, and approbation of the
way of falvation through Jesus CurisT, the
only way in which a finner can be faved con-
fiftently with the divine honour; fo that the
conftitution of the gofpel is not only juft, but as
' F3 merciful
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merciful as it can be, when it ordains, thaton-
ly # he that believeth fhall be faved ; but that
# he that believeth not, fhall be damned *-
Again, We cannot be faved through Jesus:

Curist, till his righteoufnefs be fo far made
ours, as that it will anf{wer the demands of the
Law for us, and procure the favour of Gon to -

 us; but his rightecufnefs cannot be thus im-

‘puted to us, or accoutited ours in law, till we
are fo united to him as to be one i law, or
one legal perfon with him. Now faith is the
bond of union: faith is that which interefts us
in CurisT; and therefore without faith we
cannot receive any benefit from his righteouf=
nefs. o

Here then a moft interefting enquiry prefents
itfelf, «« What is it to believe in Jesus CHrisT ?
*« or what is that faith which is the grand pre-
« requifite to falvation?” If you are capable
of attention to the moft interefting affair 1n all
the world attend to this with the utmoft feri-

“oufnefs and folémnity.

- Faith in CurisT includes fomething fpecula-
tive in it; thatis, it includes a fpeculative, ra-
fional belief, upon the teftimony of Gop, that
Jesus Carist is the only Savio#ir of men. But
yet it is not entirely a {peculation, like the faith
of multitudes among us: it is a more practicak
experimental thing; and that you may under-
ftand its nature you muft take fiotice of the fol+

lowing particulars. .

(1) F_a\ith.
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(1) Faith prefuppofes a deep fenfe of our
“undone, helplefs condition. T told you before,
this -is the condition of the world without
CurjsT, and you muft be fenfible at heart that
this is yqur condition in particular, before you
can believe in him as your Saviour, He came
to be a Saviour in a defperate cafe, when no
relief could poflibly be had from any other quar-
ter, and you cannot receive him under that
character till you feel yourfelves in fuch a cafe;
therefore, in order to your believing, all your
pleas and excufes for your fins muft be filenced,
all your high conceit of your own goadnefs muft -
be mortified, all your dependence upon your
own righteoufnefs, upon the merit of your pray-
ers, your repentance, and good works, muft be
caft down, and you muft feel that indeed you
lie at mercy, that Gop may juftly rejet you
for ever, and that all you can do can bring him
under no obligation to fave you. Thefe things
you muft be deeply fenfible of, otherwife you
can never receive the Lord Jesus in that view
in which he is ‘Propofed to you, namely, asa
Saviour in a defperate cafe. »

~ I'with and pray you may this day fee your-
felves in this true, though mortifying light. It
is the want of this fenfe of things that keeps
fuch crowds of perfons unbelievers among us.
+ It 18 the want of this that caufes the Lord Je-
sus to be fo little efteemed, fo little fought for,
fo little defired among us. In fhort, itis the
want of this that is the great occafion of fo ma-

Fgq ny
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. ny perifhing from under the gofpel, and as it
were from between the hands of a Savieur. It
is this, alas! that caufes them to perifh, like the:
.impenitent thief on the crofs, with a Saviour
‘by their fide. O that you once rightly knew
yourfelves, you would then foon know Jesus
CurisT, and receive falvation from his hands¥
(2) Faith implies the enlightning of the un-
.derftanding to difcover the fuitablenefs of JE-
- sus CHRIST as a Saviour, and the excellency of
the way of falvation through him. While the.
finner lies undone and helplefs in himfelf, and
looking about in vain for fome relief, it pleafes,
a gracious Gop to fhiné into his heart and en-
able him to fee hisglory in the face of Jesus
Curist. Now this once neglected Saviour ap-
pears not only abfolutely neceffary, but alfo all-
glorious and lovely, and the finner’s heart’is
rapt away,and for ever captivated with his beau-
ty : now the negleted gofpel appears in a new
light, as different from all his former appre-
henfions as if it were quite another thing. I
‘have not time at prefent to enlarge upon this
difcovery of CurisT and the gofpel, which faith
includes; and indeed fhould I dwell upon it ne-
ver fo long I could not convey juft ideas of it
~ to fuch of you as have never had the happy ex-
perience of it. In fhort, the Lord Jesus, and
the way of falvation through him, appear per-
fectly fuitable, all-fufficient and all-glorious;
and in confequence of this, - o

. (.'3-) TI{@
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_{3) The finner is enabled to embrace this Sa.
viour with all his heart, and to give a volunta-
ry chearful confent to this glorious fcheme of
falvation. Now all his former unwillingnefs
and reluttance are fubdued, and his heart no -
more draws back from the terms of the gofpel,
‘but he complies with them, and that not mere-
1y out of conftraint and neceflity, but out of
free choice, and with the greateft pleafure and
delight. How does his heart now cling to the
blefled Jesus with the moft affectionate endear-
ment! How is he loft in wonder, joy, and gra-
titude at the furvey of the divine perfettions, as
-difplayed in this method of redemption!. How
-does he rejoice in it, as not only bringing hap-
‘pinefs to him, but glory to God, as making his
-falvation not only confiftent with, buta bright
lluftration of the divine perfetions, and the
-dignity of his government! While he had no
other but the low and felfifth principles of cor-
.rupt nature he had no concern about the ho-
nour of Gob ; if he might be but faved it was
-all he was folicitous about : but'now he hasa
‘noble generous heart ; now he is concerned that
-Gop fhould be honoured in his falvation, and
-this method of falvation is recommended and
-endeared to him by the thought that it fecures to
Gop the fupremacy, and makes his falvation
-fubfervient to the divine glory. . .

(4) Faithin Jesus CurisT implies a humble
truft or dependence upon him alone for the par-
don of fin, acceptance with Gop, and every

' o blefling,
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blefling. As I told you before, the finner’s
fclf- confidence is mortified; he gives up all
hopes of acceptance upon the footing of his own
righteoufnefs: he is filled with felf-defpair, and
yet he does not defpair abfolutely : he does not
‘give up himfelf as loft, but has chearful hopes
of becoming a child of Gop, and being for
ever happy, guilty and unworthy as he is; and
what are thefe hopes founded upon? Why up-
on the mere free grace and mercy of Gop,
through the righteoufnefs of Jesus CHRIST.
On this be ventures a guilty, unworthy, help-
lefs foul, and finds it a firm, immoveable foun-
dation, while every other ground of depen-
dence proves but a quickfand. There are ma-
ny that flatter themfelves they put their truft
in Gob, but their truft wants fundry qualifica-
tions effential to a true faith. It is not the truft
of a humble ‘helplefs foul that draws all its en-
couragement from the mere mercy of Gop, and
the free indefinite offer of the Gofpel ; but it is
the prefumptuous truft of a proud felf-confi-
dent finner, who draws his encouragement in
part at leaft from his own imaginary goodnefs
and importance. It is not a truft in the mer-
<y of Gob through Fefus Chrift, as the only me-
dium through which it can be honourably con-
veyed, but either in the abfolute mercy of Gob,
which without a proper reference to a Medi-
ater, or in his mercy, as in fome meafure de-
ferved or moved by fomething in the finner.
_ : Examine .
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Examine whether your truft in Goo will ftand
this teft. -
I have now given you a brief anfwer to that .
rand queftion, What is it to believe in Jesus
Curist? and I hope you underftand it, though
I have not enlarged fo much upon it as I wil-
lingly would. 1 fhall only add, that this faith
may alfo be known by its infeparable effects,
which are fuch as follow, Faith purifies the
heart, and is a lively prin::l'gle of inward holi.
nefs. Faith is always productive of good works,
and leads to .univerfal obedience: faith over-
comes the world and all its tcmptations: faith
realizes eternal things, and brings them near ;
and hence it is defined by the apoftle,  The
# fubftance of things hoped for, and the evi~
# dence of things not feen (a).” '
Here I have a very important queftion to
propofe to you; Who among you can fay,
 Well, notwithftanding all my imperfe@ions,
¢ and all my doubts and fears, I cannot but
‘¢ humbly hope, after the beft examination I can
_¢¢ make, that fuch a faith has been produced in
« this heart of mine?” And can you fay fo .
indeed? Then I bring you glad tidings of great -
joy s You sHALL BE SAVED: yes, faved you
 fhall be, in fpite of earth and hell ; faved, how-
ever great your paft fihs have been. Which
thought introduces the glorious truth thatcomes
hext n order, namely, |
, ' 1V. My
{a) Heb. xi. 1. :
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IV. My text implies, that every one with-
out exception, whatever his former character-
has been, that is enabled to believe in Jesus
Curist, fhall certainly be faved.
alter the cafe; and the reafon is, the finner is
not recetved into favour, in whole or in part,
upon the account of  any thing perfonal, but
folely and entirely upon the account of the
righteoufnefs of Jesus CurisT. Now this
righteoufnefs is perfectly equalto all thedemands
of the Law ; and therefore, when this righte-
oufnefs is made over to the finner as his byim-.
tation, the Law has no more demands upon;
him for great fins than for fmall, for many than
for few ; becaufe all demands are fully fatis-
fied by the obedience of Jesus CHRIST to the
- Law. You fee that finners of all. charaters
who believe in him are put upon an equality in-
this refpet : they are all admitted upon one
common footing, the righteoufnefs of CarisT,
and that 1s as fufficient for one as another.
This encouraging truth has the moft abun-

dant fupport from' the .holy Scriptures. Ob~ -

ferve the agreeable indefinite whofoever fo often
repeated. “ W-HOSOEVER believeth in him,
“# fhall not perifh, but have everlafting life.*
Whofoever he be, however vile; however guilty,.
however "unworthy, if he does but believe, he
fhall not perifh, but have everlafting life. ' What
an agreeable affurance is this from the lips of
him who has the final ftates of men at his difpo-

falt

The number or aggravations of fin do not

-l
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fal! The fame blefled lips have alfo declared,
« Him that cometh unto me I will in nowife
¥ caft out (2) :* and * Whofoever will, let him
# take the water of life freely (4).* He has giv-
en you ‘more than bare words to eftablith you
in the belief of this trutht upon this principle
he has af#ed, choofing fome of the moft aban-
doned finners to make them examples, not of
his juftice, as we might expect, but of his mer~
¢y, for the encouragement of others. In the
days of his flefh he was reproached by his ene-
“mies for his friendfhip to publicans and finners, -
‘but fure 1t is, inftead of reproaching, we muft
"love him on this account. When he rofe from
the dead he did not rife. with angry refent-
ments againft his murderers ; no, but he fini-
gles them out from a whole world of finners,
to make them the firft offers of pardon thro’
the blood which they had juft fhed. He or-
ders * that repentance ana remiffion. of fins
* fhould be preached in his name to all nations,
* beginning at Jerufalem (c);* at Jerufalem where
he had been crucified a few days before, there
he orders the firft publication of pardon and
Tife to be made. You may fee what monfters
of fin he chofe to make the monuments of his
grace in Corénth. * Neither fornicators nor ido-
# laters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor
“ abufers of themfelves with mankind, nor
* thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor re-
= vilers, nor extortioners, fhall inherit the king-

“ dom

" (a) John vi. 3%. (&) Rev. xxii. 17. - (¢) Luke xxiv. 47.
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# dom of Gop.* What a difmal catalogue i3 .
this | It is no wonder fuch a crew thould not in-
herit the kingdom of heaven ; they are fit only
for the infernal prifon; and yet, aftonifhing
it follows, * SucH WERE SOME OF Yeu ;_but ye
# are waflhed, but ye are faniified, bdt ye are -
* juftified in the name of the Lorp JEsus, -
* and by the Spirit of our Gop (). What
finner after this can defpair of mercy upon his
believing in Jesus! St Pax/ was another in-
ftance of the fame kind : # This, fays he, 153
- = faithful faying;* a faying that may be depend-
ed on as true, * and weorthy of all acceptation,”
from a guilty world, = that CarisT JEsuscame
= into the world to fave finners, of whom I am
= chief : howbeit, for this caufe I obtained mer=
# ¢y, that in me #be chief, Jesus CurisT might .
= (ch forth all Jong-fuffering, for a pattern to
* them which fhould hereafter believe in him
= to life everlafting (4).* A finner of lefs fize
would not have anfwered this end fo well ; but
if Saul the perfecutor abtain mercy upon his -
believing, who can defpair ?
~ You fee upon the whole, my brethren, you
are not excluded from CurisT and life by the
greatnefs of your fins, but if you perifh it muft
be from another caufe: it muft be on account .
of your wilful yunbelief in not accepting of Je-
sus CHRIST asyour Saviour. If you rejeét him
- then indeed you muft perifh, however fmall
“your fins have been; for it is only his death
that
(@) 1 Cor. vi. g—11. {8) 1 Tim. i. 35, 36,
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that can make stohement for the fhighteft guilt,
and if you have no intereft in that the guilt of
the fmaileft fin will fink you into ruin.

,Here is a door wide enouggh for you all, i
you will but enter in by faith. Came then,
enter in, you that have hitherto claimed an
horrid precedence in fin, that have been ring-
leaders in vice, come now take the lead, and
fhew others the way to Jesus CnrisT; harlots;
publicans, thieves, and murderers, if fuch be a»
mong you, there is falvation even for you, if
you will but believe. O! how Hhing is
the love of Gob difcovered in this way ; a eon-
fideration which introduces the laft inference
from my text, namely, '

V. That the conftitution of this method of
falvation, or the miffion of a Saviour into our
world, is a moft firiking and aftonithing dif-
play of the love of Gop: “Gaop p loved the
* world as to give his only begotten Son,” &e.
" View the fcheme all through, and you wil
difcover love, infinite love in every part of it.
Confider the great Gop as. felf-happy, and in-
dependent upon all his creatures, and what but
love, felf-moved love, could excite him to make
fuch provifion for an inferior part of them!
Confider the wordd funk in fin, 'not anly with-
out merit, but moft deferving of everlafting

umfhment, and what baut love conld move
im to have mercy upon fuch.a werld ? Confi-"
der the Saviour provided, notan'angel, not the
| s higheft
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higheft creature,. but his Son, his only begottenr
Son; and what but love could move him to ap-,
point fuch a Saviour? Confider-the manner in .
which he was fent,  as a gif?, a free unmerited
gift; “ Gop gave his:only begotten Son-:* -And
what but infinite love could give fuch an un- -
fpeakable gift ? Confider the bleflings conferred
through this Saviour, deliverance from perdi-
tion, and the enjoyment of everlafting life, and
what but the love of a Gop could confer fuch
bleflings? Confider the condition upon which
thefe bleflings are offered, faith, that humble,
felf-emptied grave, fo fuitable to the circumftan~
ces of a poor finner, that brings nothing but re-
ceives all, and what but divine love could make -
fuch a gracious appointment? * It is by faith,
* that it may be of grace (2).* Confidertheindefi-
nite extent, or the univerfality of the offer,which

- takesin finners of the vileft characters, and ex-
cepts againft none : * Whofoever believeth fhalt

~ “not perifh,* &c. O what love is this! But I
muft leave it as the theme of your meditations,
not only in the houfe of your pilgrimage, but
through all eternity : eternity. will be fhort e-
nough to pry into this myftery, and it, will em~
ploy the underftandings of men and angels thro’
the revolutions of eternal ages.

And now, my brethren, to draw towardsa
conclufion, I would hold a treaty with you this
day about the reconciliation to Gop through
Jesus CurisT. Ihave this day fet life and death
. | -« before
(a) Rom. iv. 16. ' ‘

7’
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before you: I have opened to you the method
of falvation through JEesus CurisT; the only
method in which you can be faved ; the only
method that could afford a gleam of hope to
fuch a finner as I'in my late approach to the
eternal world (¢). And now I would bring the
matter home, and propofe it to you all to
-confent to be faved in this method, or in other
words, to believe in the only begotten Son of

- ‘Gon: this propofal I ferioufly make to you, and

Iet heaven and earth and your own confciences
witnefs that it is made to you : I alfo infift fora
determinate anfwer this day; the matter will
.ot admit of a delay, and the duty is fo plain
that there is no need of time to deliberate. A
Roman ambaflador, treating about peace with the
ambafladorof aneighbouring ftate, if Iremember
rightly, and finding him defirous to gain time by
thuffling and tedious negociations, drew a circle
about him, and faid, I demand an an{wer be-
¢ fore you go out of this.circle.” Such a circle
let the walls of this houfe, or the extent of my
voice be to you, before you leave this houfe, or
goout of hearing, Iinfift on a full decifive an-
{wer to this propofal, Whether you will believe
in Jesus CurisT this day, or not 2

But before. I proceed any farther I would

. remove one ftumbling-block out of your way,

You areapt to objeét, « You teach us that faith

. ¢¢is the gift of Gop, and that we cannot be~

Vor.I.

(a) This fermon was preached a little after recovery fiom a {e-
wvete fit of ficknefs, and it is dated Hanover, O&. z, 17570 ~

¢ Jlleve
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“ lieve of ourfelves, why then do you exhort us
“ to it ? or how can we be concerned to endea~ -
“ vour that which it is impoffible for us ®

- «do?” '

~ In anfwer to this, I grant the ptemifes are

true; and Gob forbid I fhould fo much as inti-

‘mate that. faith is the {pontaneous growth of -
corrupt nature, or that you can come to CarisT

without the Father’s drawing you: but the con-

clufions you draw from thefe premifes are very

erroneous. I exhort and perfuade you to believe

in Jesus Crri1sT, becaufe it is while fuch

means are ufed with finners and by the uf of
them that it pleafes Gop to enable them to com-

Ply, or to work faith in them. 1 would there-

fore ufe thofe means which Gop is pleafed to

blefs for this end. I exhort you to believe, in
order to fet you upon the trial, for 1t is putting

it to trial, and that only, which can fully con-

*“vince you of your own inability to believe, and

till you are convinced of ‘this you can never €x-

pect ftrength from Gop. 1 exhort you to be-

lieve, becaufe, finful and enfeebled as you are,

‘you are capable of ufing various preparatives to
faith. You may attend upon prayer, hearing,

and all the outward means of grace with natu-

‘ral ferioufnefs: you may endeavour to get ac-

‘qudinted with your own helplefs condition, and

as it were put yourfelves in the way of divine

‘mercy : and ‘though all thefe means cannot of

themfelves produce faith in you, yet it is only

in the ufe of thefe means you are to expect di-
B ' vine
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vine grace to work it in you : never was it yet
produced in one foul, while lying fupine, lazy, -
and inactive. — , , o

Thope you now fee good reafons why I fhould
exhort you to believe, and alfo perceive my de-
fign in it, I therefore renew the propofal to
you, that you fhould this day, as guilty, un-
‘worthy, felf-defpairing finners, accept. of the
only begotten Son of Gob as your Saviour, and

- fallin with the gofpel-method of falvation ; and

I once more demand your anfwer. I would b
no means, if poflible, leave the pulpit this day
till I have effectually recommended the blefled
Jesus, my Lord and matfter, to your acceptance.
Iam ftrongly bound by the vows and refolu-
tions of a fick-bed to recommend him to you,
and now I would endeavour to perform my
vows. I would have us all this day before we
part confent to Gob’s covenant that we may
go away jultified to our houfes.
~ To this I perfuade and exhort you in the.
name, and by the authority of the great Gon,
by the death of Jesus Curist for finners, by
your own moft urgent and abfolute neceffity, .
by the immenfe bleflings propofed in the Gof-
pel, and by the heavy curfe denounced againft
unbelievers. o - :
All the bleffings of the Gofpel, pardon of fin,

fanétifying grace, eternal Jife, and whatever

you can want, fhall become yours this day, if
you but believe in the Son of Gop: then let de-

7 folation over-run our land, let public and pri-

G2 : . vate
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vate calamities crowd upon you, and make you
~ fo many Fobs for poverty and affliCtion, ftill
your main intereft is fecure; the ftorms and
waves of trouble can only bear you to heaven,
and haften your paflage to the harbour of eter-
nal reft. Let devils accufe you before Gop,
let confcience indict you and bring you in guil-
ty, let the fiery law make its demands upon
you, you have a righteoufnefs in Jesus Carist
that is fufficient to anfwer all demands, and,
having received it by faith, you may plead it as
your own in law. Hapfpy fouls! rejoice in hope
of .the glory of Gop, for your hope will never
make you afhamed!
But 1 expe, as ufual, fome of you will re-
fufe to comply with this propofal.  This, alas!
has been the ufual fate of the blefled Gofpel in
all ages and in all countries; as fome have re-
ceived it, fo fome have rejeted it. That old
complaint of Ifziabh has been juftly repeated thou-
fands of times ; * Who hath believed our re-
- #port? and to whom is the arm of the Lord
« revealed (2) ?* And is there no reafon to pour
it out from a broken heart over fome of you,
my dear people ? Are you all this day determin-
~ed to believe? If fo, I pronounce you blefled in.
the name of the Lord; but if not, I muft de- .
nounce your doom. : :
Be it known to you then from the living
‘Gop, that, if you thus continue in unbelief,
* you fhut the door of mercy againft you‘r[elvcii.
. | S an

o (o) T6ai. Tii. 1
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and exclude yourfelves from eternal life. What-
ever fplendid appearances of virtue, whatever
amiable qualities, whatever feeming good works
you have, the exprefs fentence of the Gofpel
lies in full force againft you, * He that believ-
“ eth not fhall be damned (4).—He that believ-
# eth not is condemned already, becaufe he
# hath not belieyved on the only begotten Son
# of Gob (). — He that believeth not fhall not
- # fee life, but the wrath of Gop abideth upon
# him-(¢)*.—This is your doom repeatedly pro-
nounced by him whom you muft own to. be
the beft friend of human nature, and if he con-
demn who can juftify you ?
Be it alfo known to you that you will not
- only perifh, hut you will perith with peculiar
aggravations; you will fall with no common
~ ruin; yau will envy the lot of Heathens who pe-
rifhed without the Law : for Q! you incur the
peculiarly enormous guilt of rejecting the Gof-
- pel, and putting contempt upon the Son of
Gap. Thisis an horrid exploit of wickednefs,
and this G op refents above all the other crimes
of which human’ nature is capable. Hence
CHRrisT is come for judgment as well as for
mercy into this world, and he is fet for the fall
as well as the rifing again of many in Jfrael.
You now enjoy the light of the Gofpel, which
has conducted many through this dark world
i~ to eternal day; but. remember alfo, * this is
' - G3 | ¥ the

" (2 Mark xvi. 16. (9] joh.n i, 18
{c) Johniii. 36. v '

L}
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+ the ¢ondemnation;* that is, it is the occa~
fion of the moft aggravated condemnation,
s that light is come 1nto the world, and men

" #love darknefs rather than light.* On this

principle Fefus pronounced the doom of Chora-
2in and Bethfaida more intolerable than that
of Sodom and Gomorrab (2); and would it not
be hard to find a place in Firginia where the
doom of unbelrevers.is likely to be fo terrible as
amongus?

“And now does not all this move you? Are

- you not alarmed at the thought of perifhing ;,
of perifhing by the hand of a Saviour reje@-

ed and defpifed ; perithing under the ftain of .

his profaned blood; perifhing not only under
the curfe of the Law, but under that of the
Gofpel, which is vaftly heavier? O! are you
hardy enough to venture upon fuch a doomt
This doom is unavoidable if you refufe to
comply with the propofal now made to you.

I muft now conclude the treaty; but for
my own acquittance I muft take witnefs that I
have endeavoured to difcharge my commiffion,
whatever reception you give it. I call heaven
and earth, and your own confciénces to wit-
hefs that life and falvation, through Jesus
CurisT have been offered to you on this day;

and if you reje& it, remember it ; remember it |

whenever you fee this place ; remember it when-
ever you fee my face, or one another ; remem-
ber i, that you may witnefs for me at the fu-

(a) Matth.' xi. 21, 22,

preme
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reme tribunal that I am clear of your blood.
Alas! you will remember it among a thoufand
painful refle@ions millions of ages hence when
the remembrance of it will rend your hearts
like a vulture. Many fermons forgotten upon
earth are remembred in hell, and haunt the
guilty mind for ever. O that you would be-
lieve, and fo prevent this dreadful effe@ from
the prefent fermon ! ‘

‘G4  SERMON
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S ERMON IIIL

Sinners intreated to be reconciled to.
Gon. -

Qﬁwﬁﬁ&i&aﬁﬁﬁﬂzﬁﬁ&ﬂﬁ@@ﬁﬁ&ﬁﬁ“ﬁﬁtaat
' 2 COR. V. 20.

Wé; then are ambaffadors for Cbrift, as though GOD
did befeech you by us. We pray you, in Chriff's -
Sflead, be ye reconciled to GOD.

E-E@i # O prefide in the folemnities of public
T worfhip, to direct your thoughts, and -
_ choofe for you the fubjetts of your
% BO® & meditation on thofe facred hours
- which you fpend in the houfe of Gop, and up-
on the right improvement of which your ever-
fafting happinefs fo much depends, this is a
province of the moft tremendous importance
that can be devolved upon a mortal; and every
~man of the facred charaéter, who knows what
he is about, muft tremble at the thought, and
be often anxioufly ﬁerplexcd what fubject he
thall choafe, what he {hall fay upon it, and hin

: - : ' what
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;v}:xat manner he fhall deliver his meflage. His

fuccefs in- a great meafure depends upon his

choice, for though the blefled Spirit is the
proper agent, and though the beft means, with-
out his efficacious concurrence, . are altogether
fruitlefs, .yet he is wont to blefs thofe means
that are beft adapted to do good; and after a
long courfe of a?a’nguid and fruitlefs efforts,
which feem to have been unufually difowned

by my divine Mafter, what text fhall I choofe-

out of the inexhauttible treafury of Gop’s word?
In what new method fhall I fpeak upon it?
What new untried experiment fhall I make?
Bleffed Jesus! my heavenly Mafter! diret thy

r perplexed fervant that is ata lofs; and

nows not what to do; dire& him that has
tried and tried again all the expedients he could
think of, but almoft in vain, and now fcarce-
ly knows what it is to hope for fuccefs. Di-
vine diretion, my brethren, has been fought;

and may I hope it is that which has turned my

mind to addrefs you this day on the important
fubject of your reconciliation to Gop, and to be-
come a‘humble imitator of -the great 8t Paul,
whoft sffefting woids I have read to you.
* We-then are ambafladors for CHrIST, astho
*Gob did befeech you by us: we pray you in
* Curist’s ftead be ye reconciled to Gop.*

The introduction to this paflage you find in
the foregoing verfes, * Gob hath given to us,
v {the apoftles] the miniftry of reconciliation ;*
the fum and {ubftance of which is.this, namle-'-

v ¥




Serm. 3. be reconciled to God. 9t

Iy, » That Gep was in Curist reconciling the
# world unto himfelf, not imputing their trefe
« paffes unto them.* Asif he had faid, « The
great fovereign of the univerfe, though highly
provoked, and juftly difpleafed with our rebel-
lious world, has been fo gracious as to contrive |
a plan of reconciliation, whereby they may not
‘only efcape the punifhment they deferve, but
alfo be rc'Rored to the favour-of Gop, and all
the privileges of his favourite fubje(ts.” This
plan was laid 7 Chrift; that is, it was he that
was appointed, and undertook to remove all ob-
ftacles out of the way of their reconciliation, fo
that it might be confiftent with the honour and
dignity of Gop and his government. This he
performed by a life of perfect obedience, and
an atoning death inftead of rebellious man.
Though “ he knew no fin* of his own ; yet “he
# was made fin,” that is, a fin-offering, or a
finner by imputation * for us,” that we might
# be madethe rightebufnefsofGop in him.* Thus
all hindrances are removed on Gobp’s part.
The plan of a treaty of reconciliation is formed,
approved, and ratified in the court of heaven;
but then it muft be publithed, all the terms
- made knowh, and the confent of the rebels fo-
licited and gained. It is not enough that all
impediments to peace are removed on Gob’s
part; they muft alfo be removed on the part of
man : the reconciliation muft be mutual ; both
the parties muft agree. Hence arifes the necef-
. fity of the miniftry of reconciliation which was
S committed
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committed to the apoftles, thofe prime minifters
of the kingdom of CurisT, and in a lower fphere
“to the ordinary minifters of the Golpel in every
age. The great bufinefs of their office is to
publifh the treaty of peace; that is, the articles
of reconciliation, and to ufe every motive to
~ gain the confent of mankind to thefe articles.
It is this office St Pau/ is difcharging, when he
fays, * We are ambaffadors for CuRrisT, as
* though Gop did befeech you by us: we pray
# you, m CHrisT’s ftead, be ye reconciled to
*Gop.® . . ‘
. *'We are ambaffadors far CurisT.* The pro-
per notion of an ambaffador is that of a perfon
{ent by a king to tranfa& affairs in his name,
and according to his inftructions with foreign
ftates, or a part of his fubjefts, to. whom he
does not think proper to go himfelf and treat
- with them in his own perfon. Thusa peaceis
generally concluded between contending na-
tions, not by their kings in perfon, but by their
plenipotentiaries aéting in their name, and by
their authority ; and, . while they keep to their
inftructions, their negociationsand agreements
are as valid and authentic as if they were carried
on and-concluded by their mafters in perfon..

Thus the Lord Jesus CHRrisT is not perfon-

ally prefent in our world to manage the treaty
of peace himfelf, but he has appointed firft his
apoftles, and then the minifters of the gofpel
through every age to carry it on in his name.
This 1s their proper charalter; they are ambal-
. ' ' ' : fadors

Y ~~
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fadors for CurisT, his plenipotentiaries, fur-
nifhed with a commiffion and inftru€tions to
make overtures of reconciliation to a rebel
world and treat with them to gain their con-
fent. : B :
. Indeed afpiring ecclefiaftics have affumed
high-founding titles merely to procure extra-
vagant honours to themfelves. They have call-
‘ed themfelves ambaffadors of Curist, meflen-
gers from Gobp, the plenipotentiaries and vice-
roys of heaven, and I know not what, not with
a defign to do honour to their Mafter but to
keep the world in a fuperftitious awe of them-
felves. This ‘prieftly pride and infolence 1
utterly abhor; and yet I humbly adventure to .
aflume the title of an ambaflador of the great
King of heaven, and require you to regard me
in this high charaéter: but then you muft
know, that while I am making this claim, I own
myfelf obliged inviolably to adhere to the in-
ftructions of my divine Mafter contained in the
Bible. T have no power over your faith; no
power to diftate or prefcribe ; but my work is
only juft to publifh the articles of peace as my-
‘Matfter has eftablithed and revealed them in his
‘word, without the leaft addition, diminution,
'or alteration. 1 pretend to no higher power
‘than this, and this power I muft claim, unlefs I
would renounce my office; for who can con-
fiftently profefs himfelf a minifter of Curist
-without afferting his right and power te publith
~  what,
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what his Lord has taught, and communicate
his royal inftructions? '
Therefore, without ufurping an equalitﬁ
with St Paud, or his fellow-apoftles, I muft tt;
ou in his language I appear, among you this
Ziay as the amt%aﬁ'fdor o? th%mo{t h%g Gop ;
1 am difcharging anembalffy for Chriff (a) ; and 1
tell you this with no other defign than to pro--
cure your moft ferious regard to what I fay. If
you confider it only as my declaration, what-
ever regard you pay to it, the end of my minif-
t?' will not be anfwered upon you. The end
of my office is not to make myfelf the object of
your love and veneration, but ta reconcile you
to Gop: but you cannot be reconciled to Gop
while you corifider the propofal as madeto you
only by your fellow-mortal. You muft regard
it as made to you by the Lord Jesus Curist,
the great Mediator between Gop and man. 1
not only allow, but even invite and charge yon
to enquire and judge whether what I fay be a-
greeable to my divine inftructions, which are
as open to your infpeétion as mine, and to re-
gard it no farther than it is fo : but if I follow
thefe inftrutions, and propofe the treaty of
peace to you juft as it is concluded in heaven,
then I charge you to regard it as propofed by
the Lord of heaven and earth, the King of
kings, and Lord of lords, though through my
unworthy

' (a) This is the moft literal tranflation of wpscBlopn Jwie
xpirue . ! )




Serm. 3. be reconciled to God: : v

unworthy lips. Confider yourfelves this day as
the hearers not of a preacher formed out
of the clay like yourfelves, but of the Lord J&-
sus Curist. Suppofe him here in perfon treat-
ing with you about your reconciliation to Goo,

- . and what regard you would pay to a propofal

made by him in perfon, with all his divine roy-
alties about him, that'you fthould now thew to
the treaty I am to negociate with you in his
name and ftead. S ‘
The next fentence in my text binds you ftill
more ftrongly to this; * as though Gop did be-
# feech you by us.* As if he had faid, < Gop
the Father alfo concurs in this treaty of peace,
as well as CurisT the great peace-maker; and
as we difcharge an embafly for CurisT, fo we
do alfo for Gop, and you are to regard our e~
Jeeching and exborting (a), as tho’ the great Gop
did in perfon befeech and exhort you by us.”
What aftonifhing condefcenfion is here inti-
mated! not that the minifters of Curist fhould
befeech you ; this would be no mighty conde-
{cenfion : but that the {upreme Jenovan fthould
defeech you; that he fhould not only ccmmand
you with the ftern air of authority as your Sove- -
reign, but as a friend, nay as a petitioner {hould
aftectionately defeech you, you defpicable, guilty
worms, obnoxious rebels! How aftonithing,
how God-like, how unprecedented and inimi-
table is this-condefcenfion! Let heaven and earth
o ~ .. admire
{2) waparariilo lignifies exborting, as well as beflecking. .
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admire and adore! It is &y ws, indeed, &y us
your poor fellow-mortals, that he befeeches,

but O! Iet not this tempt you to difregard him
or his intreaty : though he employs fuch mean
ambafladors, yet confider his dignity who fends
us, and then you cannot difregard his mefiage
even from our mouth. '

The apoftle, having thus prepared the way,
proceeds to the aCtual exercife of his office as
an ambaflador for Curist: * We pray you,
* fays he, in Curist’s ftead, be reconciled to
= Gop.* As if hehad faid, « If CurisT were
now prefent in perfon among you, this is what
he would propefe to you, and urge upon you,
that you would be reconciled to GOD, gbut him the
heavens muft receive till the time of the refti~
tution of all things, but he has left us his poor
fervants to officiate in his place as well as we
<an, and we would profecute the fame defign,
we would urge upon you what he would urge,
were he to fpeak, therefore we pray you in
his ftead be ye reconciled to Gop: we earneft-
ly pray you to be reconciled ; that is the ut-
moft which fuch feeble worms as we can do?

~ we can only pray and beg,- but your compli-
ance is not within the command of our power;
the compliance belongs to you; and remember,
if you refufe, you muft take it upon yourfelves,
and anfwer the confequence.” '

Having thus explained the text, I proceed in
my %oor manner to exemplify it by negociat-
ing the treaty with you for your reconciliation

' to

1
1
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to Gop; and you fee my bufinefs lies directly
with fuch of you.as are as yet-enemies to Gop ¢
you are the only perfons that ftand in need of
réconciliation. As for fuch 6f you (and I doubt
not but there are fuch among you) whofe in-
nate enmity has. been fubdued, and who are
become the friends and fubjefts of the King of
heaven after your guilty revolt I muft defire
you: as it were to ftand by yourfelves for the
prefent hour, and help me by your prayers,
while I am fpeaking to your poor brethren,
who ftill continue in that ftate of hoftility. and
rebellion againft Gop, in which you once were,
and the miferies of which you well’know, and
- ftill lament and deplore. -
- But by this propofal I am afraid I have de-
prived myfelf of gzarers on this fubjett: for
have you not all already placed yourfelves a-
mong the lovers of Gop who confequently
do not need to be'reconciled to him? Is not every
one of you ready to fay tome;. < If your bufi-
‘¢ nefs only lies with the enemies of Gop, you
*“ have no concern with me in this difcourfe?
¢ for, Gop forbid, that I fhouldbean enemyto
¢ him. I have indeed been guilty of a great many-
< fins, but I had no bad defignin them, and ne-
“ ver had the leaft enmity againft my Maker; .
“fo far from it, that I fhudder at the very
¢ thought!” Thisis the firft obftacle that I
meet with in difcharging my embafly : the em-
bafly itfelf is- looked upon as néedlefs:by the
perfons concerned, ljke an attempt to reconcils
- Vor. I, - H thofe
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thofe that are good friends already. This ob«
ftacle miuft be removed before. we can proceed
* any farther. ' . ,
. Iam far from charging any. of - you' with fo
horrid a crime as enmity and rebellion againft
Gob, who tan produce fatisfactory evidences to
your own confcience that you are his friends. I
only defire that you would not flatter yourfelves,
nor draw a rafhand groundlefs conclufion in an
affair of fuch 'infinite moment, but that you
would put the matter to a fair trial, ac-
cording to evidence, and then let your confcience
pafs an impartial fentence as your judge un-
der the fupreme Judge of the world.

You plead ¢ Noz guilty” tothe charge, and al=
ledgethat you have always loved Gop; but if this
be the cafe,whenceis it that youhave afforded him
fo few of your affetionate and warm thoughts?
Do not your tendereft thoughts dwell upon the
objects of your love? But-has not your mind
been fhy of him who gave you your power of
thinking? Have not youlived ftupidly thoughtlefs
of him for daysand weeks together? Nay, have
not ferious thopghts of him been unwelcome;
and made you uneafy, and have you not turn-
ed every way to .avoid them? Have you not oft-
en prayed to him, and _concurred in other acts
of religious worthip, and yet had but very few'
or no devout thoughts of him, even at the ves
ry time? And is that mind well affeted to-
wards him that is {o averfe to him, and turns
every way to fhun a glance of him? Alas !h.is

. ‘ this
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this your ftiendfhip for the Gop that made
you, whofe you are; and whom you ought to
ferve! AR o
Would you not have indulged the fool’s wifh,
that there were no GOD, had not the horror and
impoffibility of the thing reftrained you? - But,
“notwithftanding this reftraint, has not this blaf-
phemy fhed its malignant poifon at times in
your hearts? If there was no Gob, then you
would fin without controul, and without dread
of punifhment, and how fweet was this! Then
you would have nothing te do with that me-~
lancholy thing, religion ; and what an agreeable
exemption would this be ? But is this your love
for him, to wilh the parent of all being out of
being! Alas! can the rankeft enmity rife
higher! R
) Again, If you are reconciled to Gop, whence
1s 1t that you are fecretly, or perhaps openly
difaffeted to his image, I mean the purity and
ftri€tnefs of his Law, and the lineaments of ho=
linefs that appear upon the unfafhionable reli-
gious few? If you loved Gop you wouldof -
courfe love every thing that beats any refem~
blance to him.:  But are you not confcious that
* it is otherwife with you ; that you murmur and
cavil at the reftraints of Gop’s Law, and would
much rather abjure it, be free frorh it, and live
as you lift? Are you not confeious that nothing
expofes a man more to your fecret difguft and
contempt, and perhaps to your public mocke-
ry and ridicule, than a ftri¢ and holy walk,
: | Ha 7 and
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and a conlRientious obfervance of the duties of.

devation? and if you catch your fieighbour in

any of thefe offences, do not your hearts rife a-'

gainft him? and what is this but the effett of

‘your enmity againft Gop? Do you thus difguft

a man for wearing the genuine image and re-

femblance of your friend ? No; the fectoflove

is quite the reverfe. , o
Again, If you do but reflect upon the daily
fenfations of your own minds, muft you not be

confcious that you love other perfonsand things -

more than Gop ? thatyou love, pleafure, ho-
tiour; riches, your relations and friends, more
than the glorious and: ever-blefled Gop ? Look:
into your-own hearts and you will find it fo:

} will find that this; -and that, and a:thou-
fand things in this world, engrefs more of your
thouglits, your cares, defires, joys, forrows,
‘hopes, and fears, than Gop, or any of his con-
eerns, Now it is effential to the love of Gop
that it be fupreme. You do not love him truly

at all, in the leaft degree, if you do not love -

him above all ; above all perfons and things in
the whole univerfe. He isa jealous Gop, and
" will not fuffer a rival. - A lower degrée of love
for {fupreme excellence is an affront and indig-
nity. Is it not therefore evident, even to your
own conviction, that you do not love Gop at
all; and what is this but to be his enemy? To
~ be indifferent towards him, asthough he were
an infignificant being, neither good nor-evil, a
mere cypher ; to feel neither love nor hatred
oo ’ , towards
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towards him, but to neglect him, as if you had
no concern with him one way or other; what
an horrible difpofition is this towards him, who
is fupremely and .infinitely glorious and ami-
able, your Creator, your Sovereign, and Bene-
fattor, who therefore deferves and demands
your higheft love ; or, in the words of his own
Law, that you [bould love bim with all your beart,
with all your foul, with all your mind, and with ajl
your firength (a) ! From what can fuch indiffe-
rency towards him proceed but from difaffec-
tion and enmity ? Itis'in this way that the en-
mity of man towards Gop moft generally dit-
covers itfelf. They feel, perhaps, no pofitive
workings of hatred towards him, unlefs wheg -
their innate corruption, like an exafperated fer,

-~ pent, is irritated by convittion from his Law ;

but they feel an apathy, a liftlefsnefs, an indif-
ferency towards himy, and becaufe they feel no
more, they flatter themfelves they are far from
hating him, efpecially as they may have very

- honourable fpeculative thoughts of him floating

on the furface of their minds. But alas! this
very thing, this indifferency, or liftlefs neytra-
lity is the very core of their enmity; and if
they are thus indifferent to him now, while en-
joying fo many bleffings from his hand, and
while he delays their punifhment, how will their -
enmity {well and rife to all the rage of a devil
againI{ him, when he puts forth his vindictive
hand and touches them, and fo gives occafion

_ : H 3 | o
{4) Mark xii. 30, :
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to(it' to difcover its venom! My foul thudders
to think what horrid infurre&ions and dire¢t re-
bellion this temper will produce when once ir-
ritated, and all reftraints are taKen off, which
will be the doom of finners in the eternal world,
~ and then they will have no more of the love of
Gop in them than the moft mahgnant devil in
hell! If therefore you generally feel fuch an
indifferency towards Gop be aﬂ}\,Jred you are
not reconciled to hlm, but are his enemies in
your hearts. :
N Agam, All moral evﬂ or fin is contrary t0'
‘Gop': ‘it s the only thing upon earth, -or in
‘hell, that: is moft oppofite to his holy nature,
' and the object of his implacable and eternal in-
dignation. He is of purer eyes than to behold it
or endureit. It is his hatred to fin that has turn-
ed his heart againft any of his creatures, andis
the caufe of all the vengeance that he has inflict-
ed upon the guilty inhabitants of our world or
the {pirits of hell. There is no objettin the
iwhole compafs of the univerfe fo odious to you
asevery fin is toa pure and all-holy Gop : now
it is impoffible you fhould at once love two
 things {o oppofite, fo eternally irreconcileable.
‘As much love as you have for any unlawful .
pleafure, juft fo much enmity there is in your
hearts towards Gop. Hence, fays St Pax/, * you
% were enemies in your minds by wicked
# works (a).* intimating, that the love and
Pra&xce of aur wicked works is a plam evidence

| of
(a) Col.i. z1. X o
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of inward enmity of mind towards Gop. The
works of the fleth are finful : hence, fays the
fame apoftle, * the carnal mind, or the mind-
# ing of the flefh (s), is enmity againft Gop ;
* it 1s not fubjett to the Law of Gop, neither
# indeed can it be : fo then they that are in the
-+ flefh’;* or under the power of a carnal mind,
# cannot pleafe Gop (4);* becaufe, whatever
feeming acts of obedience they perform, and
-whatever appearances of friendfhip they puton,
they are at heart enemies to Gop, and there-
fore cannot pleafe him, who. fearches their
-heart, and fees the fecret principle of their ac-
tions. Hence.alfo St Fames tells us, that * if
# any man would be a friend of the world,. he'
“ js the enemy of Gob, becaufe the friendfhip
« of the world is enmity againft Gop (c) :* for
" the world enflames the lufts of men, and occa~
-fions much fin ; and if we love the tempter, we
love the fin to which it would allure us, and if
we love the fin we are the enemies of Gop ; and
“therefore the friendfhip of the world is enmity
againft Gopo. - This then is an eftablifhed max-
im without ftraining the matter too far That
as far as you love any fin, fa far are you ene-
miesto Gop. The love, as well as the fervice
of fuch oppofite mafters, is utterly inconfiftent.
Now, do not your own confciences witnefs a-
gainft you, that have indulged, and ftill do ha-
bitually indulge the love of fome fin or other?
S - Hg4.. . . whether
' (a) @poriua capxdc Rom, viii. 7. (§) Rom. vii. 8.
{¢) Jam.wv. 4. R o
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-whether it be covetoufnefs or fenfual pleafure,
or ambition, or fome angry paffion, or what-
-ever fin it'bg, as far as you love.it, {o.far.you
-are enemies to Gop: and if you takea view: of
“your temper and 6gza&ice muft you not. und-
voidably be conviéted 'of this dreadful guilt?
.Horrible as the crime is, is it not an undeniable
matter of faét,-that you do really love fome
fin, and confequently hate the infinitely amiable
and -ever-blefled Gop? and therefore you
- are the perfons I have to deal with, .as needing
‘reconciliation with Gop. ’ C
Farther, Take a view of your general man-
xner of ferving Gop in the duties of religion;
~ your manner of praying, meditation, hearing
the word of . Gop, ard other.afts of devotion,
and then enquire, Do you perform this fervice
as the willing" fervants of a mafter you love?
Do you not- enter upon fuch fervice with reluc-
tance or liftlesnefs, and perform it with lan-

guor and indifferency, as a bufinefs to which |

“you have no heart ? But is this your manner of

- performing a labour of love to 3 friend? Will

your own reafon fuffer you to think you would
be fo lukewarm and heartlefs in. the worfhip of
Gop if you fincerely loved -him ?. No; love is
anactive principle, a vigorous fpring of aétion,
and if this were the principle of your religious
fervices, you would infufe more fpirit and life
" into them, youwould exertall your powers, and
be # fevent in fpirit, ferving the Lord (s).”

' ‘ . But

I“) Rom,' xii, 1y, .
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.- But when you have performed offices of de-
wvotion with {ome degree of earneftnefs, which
na doubt you have fometimes done, what was.
the principle or {pring of your sxertion? Was
it the love of Gop? or was it purely the low
principle of felf-love ? Why, did you pray with
{uch eager ,imfpggtumty. and, attend upon the
other means of grace with fo much ferioufnefs,
but becaufe you: apprehended your dear felves
were in danger, and you were not willing to
be miferable for ever. Fhis fervile, mercenary
kind of religious earnefinefs will not prove that
you love Gop, but only that you love your-
. felves, and this you may do, and yst have no
more true goodnefs, or genuine lové to Gop,
than an infernal fpirit, for there is not.a fpirit
in hell but what loves himfelf. Indeed felf-
love is fo far from being an evidence of the love
of Gop, that the extravagant excefs of it is the
fource of that wickednefs that abounds among
men and devils. I do not mean by this utter-
ly to exclude felf-love out of genune religion;;
it muft have its place in the moft excellent and
beft beings, but then it muft be kept in a pro-
per fubordination, and not advance thecreature
above the Creator, and dethrone the fupreme
King of the univerfe. His love muft be upper-
moft in the heart, and when that has the high~
~ eft place, the indulgence of felf-love in purfu-
ing our own happinefs is lawful, and an impor-
tant duty. Now do you notfind from this
view of the cafe that you are not reconciled to
- : ' ' Gop,

o
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-Gov;, ‘evenin - your-moft devout ‘and zealous
- hours, much lefs in the languid inactive tenour

R
|
i

of your lives? If-fo, place youtfelves among

thofe that I have to:do with to-day ; that is, the
enemies of Gop, ' : .

. 8o alfo, when you -perform: good offices to
mankind ; . when ‘you' are- harmlefs, obliging
neighbours; when you are chantable to the
-poor,or {tritly -juft in trade; is the love of
«Gop, and a regard to hisauthority, - the reafon

' -and principle of your- acions? That is, doyou °

do thefe things decaufp Gop commands them,
' -and becaufe you delight to do what he com-

- mands; or rather do you not do-them merely

becaufe it is your nature to perform humane
-and honourable actions-in fuch inftances; or
becauft you may acquire honour, or fome felf-
ifh advantage by them? Alas! that Gop fhould
_ be neglected, forgotten, ‘and left out of the
queftion, as of no importance, even in thofe
actions that. are materially good! that. even

what he commands fhould be done, not becaufe -

Ire commands it, but for fome other fordid felf-
~ifh reafon! O! if you did really love Gop
‘would you thus difregard himy and do nothing
for. his fake, not only when you are doing what
he forbids, but even when-'you are performing
what he has made your duty! Would he be fuch
a cypher, a.mere nothing in your practical e-
fteem, if your hearts were reconciled to him as
your Gon !.No; fuch of you muft look upon

" yourlelves as the -very: perfons whom I.am to
RO ~ pray
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pray in CurisT’s ftead to be reconciled to
Gop. , )

I might thus, from obvious faéts, lay before
you many more evidences of your difaffetion .
1o the great Gop ; but I muft leave fome room
for the other part of my addrefs to you, in which
I am to perfuade you to accept of the propofal
of reconciliation, and therefore I fhall add on-
ly one more teft of your pretended ‘friendfhip,

‘a teft which is eftablifhed by the great founder

of our religion, as infallibly decifive in this cafe,
and that is, obedience, or the keeping of the

commandments of Gop. This, I fay, is efta

blifhed in the ftrongeft terms by Jesus CurisT
himfelf, as a decifive teft of love, * If ye love
“ me, keep my commandments (2). Then are
* ye my friends if ye do whatfoever I command

. *you (). If any man love me, he will kc«:ﬁ

# my words. He that loveth me not keepeth
# not my fayings (c). ‘'This is the love of Gop, '
» fays St Fobn, that we keep his commandments,
# and his commandments are not grievous (4).*
That is, they are not grievous when love is the
principle of obedience. The fervice of love is
always willing and pleafing. Now, my bre-

_thren, bring your hearts and lives to this ftan-
~ dard, and let confcience declare, Are there not

fome demands and reftraints of the divine Law
{o difagreeable to you that you labour to keep
' ’ o ' yourfelves

() Johnxiv, 15, (8) Johnv. 14, (c) Jobn xiv. 23,34, '
'(d) l'john v. 3. : .
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Jgnetant of-them, and turn every
'way to avoid the painful light of convi¢tion ?
Age thest nat feveral duties which you know in
your .confciences to be {fuch, which you do not
. fo owsh as honeftly endeavour to perform, but
knowingly and wilfully negle€t? And are there
»is fome.favourite fins which your confiences
tall you Gop has forbiddes, which yet are {o
pleafing: to yom, that you lmovwing}y and allow-
odly indulge and. pratife.them ? If this be your
eafe, you need not pretend to plead any thing
3 your:owa defence, or hefitate any longer :
the cafe isplain, Yav ARE, BRE¥OND.ALL DOUBT,
“ENEMIES: T0. GOD ; you, are undeniably con-
viftedof it thisday by irrefiltible evidence. You
perhaps: glary in. the profeflion of Chriftians,
but yow' are, notwithftanding, ENEMIEs OF
Gon.. You attend on public worfhip, you.pray,
you read, you communicate, you are perhapsa
zealous cburch-man: o -diffenter, but you are
ENEMIES.OF Gop. You have perhaps had ma-
ny fits.of religious affection, and ferions con-.
cern about your everlafting. happinefs, but not-
* withftanding you are eNeMi1zs oF Gop. You
may have rveformed in many. things, but you
are ftill EnEMIES oF Gobp.  Men may efteem
you Chnftians, but the Gob of heaven accounts:
ou his. enemies. In vain do you infift upon -
1t, that you have never hated. your Maker all
your life,  but even tremble at the thought, for
undeniable facts are againft you : and the rea-
fon why you have not feen’ your enmity was,
' S becaufe
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becaufe you were blind, and;judgedriy 'wm%
principles: but if you this day fwmﬁm
conviction from the Law, and have your eyes

opened,you will fee andbe fhocked at your herrid:

* enmity againft Gop, befbre yondes fun fits. -

~ And now; when I have fingled out from the
reft thofe I am now to befeech to reconciliation
with G o p, have I' not got the imajority of you
to treat with? Where are the ﬁncer&lcvem

~ Gobp? Alas, how few are they ! and' how im-

rfect ¢ven is their love, fo-that: they hard-
y dare call themfelves lovers of Gobp, but trem-
ble left they fhould ftill belong to the wretch-
ed crowd that are ftill unrecoriciled to him!
- Ye rebels againft the King of Heaven! ye
enemies againft my Lord and Mafter Jesus
Curist! (I cannot flatter you with a fofter
hame) HEAR ME; ATTEND to the propofal ¥
make to you, notin-myown name, but in the

- name and ftead of your rightful Sovereign;

and that is, that you will this day -B& -RECON-

. c1LED T0 Gon. * I pray you in his ftead, (that

is all I can do) # BE Y2 rREcONCILED TO GOb:*
That you may know what I mean, I willmore
particularly explain this'overture ®o you.  °

~ If you would be reconciled to Gép, you-muft
be deeply fenfible of the guilt, the witkednefs;
the bafenefs, the inexpreflible malignity of your

" enmity and rebellion agaimft him. You muft

return to your rightful Sovereign s convicted;

felf-condemned, penitent, brokén-hearted' res

bels, confounded and athamed of- yom‘:!lolg
t . ) ' u
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du@&, loathing yourfelves becaufe :you  have
'loathed the Supreme Excellence, mourning o-

ver your unnatural difaffection, your bafe in-.

gratitude, your horrid rebellion againft fo good
- aking. And what do you fay to this article
. of the treaty-of peace? Is it an hard thing for

fuch canfelefs enemies to, fall upon the knee,

and to mourn and weep as proftrate ‘penitents

at the feet of their injured Maker ? Is it an-

hard thing for one that has all his life been guil-
ty of the blackeft crime uponearth, or evenin
hell, I mean enmity againft Gopo, to confefs
# I have finned,* and to fee/ his own confef=
fion? to fee/it, I fay ; for if he does not feel it,,

his confeffion is but an empty compliment, that

increafes his guilt? _ o
Again, If you would be reconciled to Gop,
muft heartily confent to be reconciled to

im ¢z Chrift ; thatis, you muft come in upon -

the footing of that aét of grace which is pub-
lifhed in the Gofpel through CurisT, and ex-
pecting no favour at all upon the footing of
your own goodnefs. The merit of what you
call your good ations, of your repentance, your
prayers, your a@ts of charity and juftice muft
all pafs for nathing in this refpect: you muft
depend only and entirely ‘upon the merit of
CuRri1sT’s obedience and fufferings, as the ground
of your acceptance with Gop, and hope for

forgivenefs and favour from his mere mercy be- -

ftowed upon you only for the fake of CHRIST,
or on account of what he has done and fuﬂ?cra-
' e
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ed in the ftead of finness, - TFhe context in-
.forms you, that it is only sn Chrgf? that Gob,
is reconciling the world: ta himdelf; and confe-
quently it'is only ¢z Chriff that the world. muft-
accept of .reconciliation. gnd pardon. . It does:
not confift with the dignity and perfetions of
the King of heaven to receive rebels into favour
upon any other footing, . I would, have you.
confent to every article of the overture,as I go
along, and therefore here again I make.a paufe-
to alk you, what do-you think of this article ?

Are you willing to comply with'it, willing to.

come into favour with Gob, as convicted, felf-

- condemned rebels, upon an act of grace pro-

- cured by the righteoufnefs of CHRrisT alone? Is
it a mortification to creaturgs that never have
done one action truly good in all their lives,
becaufe they have never loved Gob in one mo---
ment of their lives, creatures that have always,
‘even in what they counted their beft difpofi-
tions and beft ations, been hateful to Gop,
becaufe even in their beft difpofitions, and beft
actions, they were utterly deftitute of his love?
Is it a mortification to fuch creatures to. re-
nounce all their own merit, and confent to be
faved only.through grace, on account of the
righteoufnefs of another, even of Jesus CurisT
the great. Peace-maker? Can it be a mortifica-
‘tion to you to renounce -what you have not,:
and to own yourfelves guilty, and.utterly un-
worthy, when you are really fuch? O! may
, -, Inot
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3 nbt'expe& your compliance with this térm of
reconcihation! © -~ 7 o

- Again, If you would be reconciled to Gop, -
you thuft engage yourfelves in his fervice for the:
futare, and devoté yourfelves to do this will.-
HisLaw muft be the rule of your temper and
praftices whatever he commands you muft ho-
nieftly endeavour to perform, ‘without excep- .

. tiohof any one duty- as difagreeable and labo-

tieus; and whatever he forbids you muft, for
that reafon; abftain from, however pleafing,
advantageous, or fathionable. You muft no.
longer look upon ‘yourfelves as your own, but
- as bought with a price; and therefore bound to
glorify Gop with your fouls and your bodies,
which are his. * And can you make any diffi-
culty of complying’ with this term; of obeying
Him, whom the happy angels of héaven obey;
of obferving that Law which always unites your
- duty and your happinefs, and forbids nothing
but what 1 itfelf injurious to you in the nature
of things; of doing the will of the wifeft and
beft of beings rather than your own, who are
ignorant and depraved creatures? O! can you
make any difficulty of this! If not, you will re-
turn home his day reconciled to Gop; an happi-
nefs you have never yetenjoyed for one moment.
Fina&{,’ 1f you would be reconciled to Gop,
you muft break off all friendfhip with his ene-
-mies: your friendfhip with the world ;"1 mean
your attachment to its wicked fafhions and cuf<
foms, and your fondnefs for its rebellious in-
: habitants,
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habltants, who continue enemies to Gop; your
love of guilty pleafures, and every form of fin,
however pleafing or gainful you may imagine
it to be, your old habits and practices, while
enemies to Gop, all thefe you muft break off
for ever, for your friendfhip with thefe is ut=
terly inconfiftent with the love of Gop. As
long as you are refolved to love the world, to
_keep up your fociety with your old companions

in fin, to retain your old pleafures and evil prac=

tices; as long, I fay, as you are refolved upon
this courfe, farewel all hope of your reconcili-
ation to Gop: it is abfolutely impoffible. ~And
do any of you hefitate at this article? Is fin fo
noble a thing initfelf, and {o happy in its con-
fequences, as that you fhould be fo loth to part
with it? Is it fo {weet a thing to you to {in a-
gainft Gop, that you know not how to forbear ?
Alas! will you rather be an 1mplacable enemy
to the Go p that made you than break your
league with his enemies and your own ? Do
you love your fins fo well, and are you fo oblig-
ed to them that you will lay down your life,
- your eternal life for their fake?

I might multiply particulars, but thefe are
the principal articles of that tr eaty of peace I
am negociating with you, and a confent to thefe
includes a compliance with all the reft. And
are you determined to comply ? Does the hea-
ven-born purpole now rife 1 your minds, « I
“ am determined I will be an enemy of Gop
“ no longer, but this very day 1 will be recon-

VoL. 1. I “ ciled



]

114 Sinners intreated to Serm. 3.

«¢ ciled to Gop upon his own terms?” Is this

your fixed purpofe; or is there any occafion to
pray and perfuade you? . '

I well know, and it is fit you fhould know, that
you are not able of yourfglves to confent to thefe
terms, but that it is the work of the power of
Gonp alone to reconcile youto himfelf, and thatall
my perfuafions and intreaties will never make
you either able or willing. You will then afk
e, perhaps,  Why do I propofe the terms to
“ you, or ufe any perfuafives or intreaties with
« you?” I anfwer, Becaufe you never will be
fenfible of your inability till you make an honeft
trial, and becaufe you never will look and pray
for 'the aid of -the blefled Spirit till you are
deeply fenfible of your own infufficiency: and
further, becaufe, it the blefled Spirit fhould ever
effetually work upon you, it will be by en-
lightning your underftandings to fee the rea-
fonablenefs of the terms, and the force of the
perfuafives, and in this way,.agreeably to your
reafonable natures, fweetly conftraining your
obftinate wills to yield yourfelves to Gop, there-
fore the terms muft be propofed to you, and
perfuafives ufed, if I would be fubfervient to
this divine agent, and furnifh him with mate-
rials with which to work; and I have fom®
little hope that he will, as it were, catch my
feeble words from my lips before they vanifa
into air, and bear them home to your
hearts with a power which you will not be a-
ble to refift. Finally, a convi&ion of the true

' ' ftate
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~ftate of your cafe may conftrain you from
felf-love and the low principles of nature to
~ufe the means of reconciliation with zeal and
earneftnefs; this you are capable of, even with
the mere ftrength of degenerate nature; and it
is only in this way of earneft endeavours that
you have any encouragement to hope for di~
-vine aid : theréfore, notwithftanding your ut-
ter impotence, I muft pray, intreat, and per=
fuade you to be reconciled to Gon. '

I pray you, in thé name of the great Gop
your heavenly Father, and of Jesus CurisT
your Redeemer: If Gop fhould ohce more re-
new the thunder and lightning, dnd darknefs
and tempeft of Simes, and fpeak to you as he
once did to the trembling [fraelites; or if he
fhould appear to you in all the amiable and al-
luring glories of a fin-pardoning reconcilable
Gop, and pray you to be reconciled to him,
would you not then regard the propofal ? or if -
Jesus, who once prayed for you from the crofs,
fhould now pray #o you from his throne in
heaven, and beg you with his own gracious
voice to be reconciled, O! could you difregard
the intreaty! Surely no. Now the overture of
peace is as really made to you by the blefled
Gop and his Son Jesus Curist, as if it were
exprefsly propofed to you by an immediate voice
from heaven. For I Befeech you, * s though
# Gop did' befeech you by me, and itis in
# Curist’s {tead, that I pray you be reconcil-

~ “ed to Goo# Therefore,. however light you
I2 . may
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may make of a mere propofal of mine, can you

“difregard an overture from the Gop that made
you, and the Saviour that bought you with his
blood, in which I am but the faint echo' of
their voice from heaven ? '

In the name of Gob I pray you; the name of

the greateft and beft of beings, that name
which angels love and adore, and which ftrikes
terror through the hardieft devil in the infernal

regions, the name of your Fatheér, the imme-.

diate Father of your {pirits, and the author of
~your mortal frames, the name of your peferv-
er and benefactor, in whom you live, and move,
and have your being, and who gives you life
and breath, and all things; the name of your
rightful Sovereign and Lawgiver, who has a

right to demand your love and obedience; the

name of your fupreme Judge, who will afcend
* the tribunal, and acquit or condemn you, as
he finds you friends or foes; the name of that

Gop, rich in goodnefs, who has replenithed.

heaven with an infirite plenitude of happi-
nefs, in which he will allow you to fhare ager
all your hoftility and rebellion, if you confent
to the overture of reconciliation ; in the name
of that Gop of terrible majefty and juftice, who
has prepared the dungeon of hell as a prifon
for his efiemies, where he holds in chains the
mighty powers of darknefs, and thoufands of
your own race, who perfifted in that enmity to
“him of which you are now guilty, and with
whom you mult have your everlafting portiot},

, - 1f,

DI Yiiae——

L —. .
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if, like them, you continue hardened and in-
corrlgxble in your rebellion; in the name of
that compaﬂionate Gobp, who fent his dear
Son (O the tranfporting thought!) to fatisfy
divine juftice for you by his death, and the pre-
cepts of the Law by his life, and thus to remove
all obftructions out of the way of your recon-
ciliation on the part of Gop ; 1n this great, this
endearing and tremendous name, 1 pray you
be reconciled to Gop. I pray you for his fake ;
and has this name no weight with you? Will
you do nothing for his fake? what not fo rea-
fonable and advantageous a thing as dropping

.+ your unnatural rebellion, and being reconciled

to him? Is your contempt of Gop rifen to
that pitch that you will not do the moft rea-
fonable and profitable thing in the world, ifhe
intreat you to do it? Be altonifhed, O ye hea-
vens! at this.

I pray you in the name, and for the fake of
Jesus CHrisT, the true friend of publicans and
{inners, in his name, and for his fake, who af~

fumed your degraded nature, that he might

dignify and fave it; wholived a life of labour,

poverty, and perfecution upon earth, that you

might enjoy a life of everlafting happmefs and
glory in heaven; who died upon a torturing
crofs that you mlght fit upon heavenly thrones ;
who was imprifoned in the gloomy grave, that

you might enjoy a glorious refurrettion; who

fell a victim to divine juftice, that you mlght
be fet: free from its dreadiul arreft; who felr
I3 trouble



. 118 Sinners intreated to Serm. 4,

trouble and agony of foul that you might en«
joy the fmiles, the pleafures of divine love;
who, in fhort, has difcovered more ardent and
extenfive love for you than all the friends in
- the world can do: in his name, and for his
fake, I pray you to be reconciled toGop. And
is his dear name a trifle in your efteem? Will
you not do a thing fo reafonable and fo necef-
fary and conducive to your happinefs for his
- {ake, for his fake who has done and fuffered fo
. much for you? Alas! has the name of Jrsus
no more influence among the creatures he
bought with his blood! It is hard indeed if
1beg in vain, when I beg for the fake of
CurisT, the friend, the Saviour of perifhing

fouls. B ‘
But if you have no regard for him, _you cer-
tainly have for yourfelves ; therefore, for your
own fakes, for the fake of your precious immor-
tal fouls, for the fake of your own everlafting.
happinefs, I pray you to be reconciled to Gop.
.If you refufe, you degrade the honour of your
nature, and commence incarnate devils. For
what is the grand conftituent of a devil but en-
mity againft Gop? You become the refufe of
the creation, fit for no apartment of the uni-
verfe but the prifon of hell. - While you are
unreconciled to Gop you can do nothing atall
to pleafe him. He that fearches the heart
knows that even your good a&ions do not pro-
ceed from love to him, and therefore he abhors
them. Ten thoufand prayers and aéts of devo-
B tion
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tion and morality, as you have no principles
of real holinefs, are fo many provocations to
a righteous Gop. While you refufe to be re-
conciled, you are acceffary to, and patronize
all the rebellion of men and devils; for if you
have a right to continue in your rebellion, why
may not others > why may not every man upon
earth? why may not every miferable ghog in
the infernal regions? And are you for raifing
an univerfal mutiny and rebellion againft the
throne of the moft High! O the inexpreflible
horror of the thought! If you refufe to be re-
condled you will foon weary out the mercy
and patience of Gop towards you, and he will
come forth again{t you in all the terrors of an
almighty enemy. He will give death a com-
miflipn to feize you, and drag you to his flam-
ing tribunal. He will break off the treaty,
and never make you one ofter of reconciliation
more : he will ftrip you of all the enjoyments
he was pleafed to lend you, while you were un-
der a reprieve, and the treaty was not come to

a final iffue, and will leave you nothing but
bare being, and an extenfive capacity of mufery,
- which will be filled up to the uttermoft from
the vials of his indignation. . He will treat you
as his implacable enemy, and you fhall be to
him as Amalek (), with whom he will make
war for ever and ever. He will reprove you,
and fet your fins in order betore you, and tear
you in pieces, and there fhall be none to de-
' I4 liver.

(a) Exod. xvii. 16.
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liver., He will meet you asalion, # andasa
# bear bereaved of her whelps, and will rend
# the caul of your hearts (2).* He hath for a
Jong time held his peace, and endured your
rebellion, but ere long he will go forthasa
mighty man; he fhall ftir up jealoufy like a
man of war; he fhall cry, yea roar; he fhall
prevail againft his enemies. Ah! he will eafe
“him of his adverfaries and avenge him of his
enemies. He will give orders to the execution-
ers of his juftice: * Thefe mine enemies, that
# would not that I fhould reign over them,
# bring them hither, and flay them before
* me (4).* And now, if you will not fubmit
to peace, prepare to meet your Gop, O fin-
ners; gird up your loins like men; put on all
the terror of your rage, and go forth to meet
your almighty adverfary, who will foon meet
you in the field, and try your ftrength. Call
~ the legions of hell to your aid, and ftrengthen
“the confederacy with all your fellow-finners -
upon earth; put briars and thorns around you
to inclofe you from his reach, Prepare the
dry ftubble to oppofe devouring flame. Affo-
ciate yourfelves, but ye fhall be broken in pie-
ces ; gird yourfelves, but, alas! ye fhall be bro-
ken in pieces.
~ But O! I muft drop this ironical challenge,
and ferioufly pray you to make peace with
" him -whom you cannot refit : then all your
: o A paft
(«) Hof, xiii. 8. (8) Luke xix, 27.
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paft rebellion will be forgiven; you fhall be
the favourites of your fovereign, and happy
for ever, and earth and heaven will rejoice at
the conclufion of this blefled peace, and my
now fad heart will {hare in the joy. Therefore,

for your own fakes, # I pray you to be reconcil-
# ed to Gop.* '
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GRESROSSE
SERMON IV.

The Nature"and Univerfality of fpii'i-
tual Death.

Qﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁiﬁ&ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ&ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ!

EPHES. 1. 1, and 5.

== Who were dead in trefpaffes and fins.—~Even -wbm
we were dead in fins.

6} all expect to feel that carries tertor
@ in the very found, and all its circum-
®EQE s ftances are thocking to nature. The
gha(’cly countenance, the convulfive agonies,
the expiring groan, the coffin, the grave, the

] F&%HERE is a kind of death which we

devouring worm, the ftupor, the infenfibility,

the univerfal inactivity, thefe ftrike a damp to
the fpirit, and we turn pale at the thought.
With fuch objets as thefe in view courage
fails, levity looks ferious, prefumption is dafh-
ed, the chearful paﬁions fink, and all is fo-
lemn, all is melancholy. The "moft ftupid and
hardy finner cannot but be moved to fee thefe
thmgs exemplificd in others, and when he can-

not
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not avoid the profpelt, he is fhocked to think
that he himfelf muft feel them. -

But there is another kind of death little re-
garded indeed, little feared, little lamented,
which is infinitely more terrible, the death, not
of the body, but of the foul: a death which
does not ftupify the limbs but the faculties of
the mind: a death which does not feparate the
foul and body, and confign the latter to the
grave, but that feparates the foul from Gop,
excludes it from all the joys of his prefence, and
delivers it over to everlafting mifery: a tremen-
dous death indeed! *adeath untodeath.” The
.expreflion of St Paul is prodigioufly ftrong and
ﬁriking; ©ard]G- us ©wvalor, Death unto death,
death after death, in a dreadful {ucceffion, and
the laft more terrible-than the firft (2); and
this is the death meant in my text, * dead
* in trefpaffes and fins.*

To explain the context and thew you the
connetion 1 fhall make two fthort remarks.

The one is, that the apoftle had obferved in
the nineteenthand twentieth verfesof the forego-
ing chapter that the fame almighty power of
Gop which raifed CurisT from the dead, is
-exerted to enable a finner to believe.  * We be-
“ lieve, fays he, according to the working or
“ energy (4) of his mighty power which he
* wrought in Carist, when he raifed him from
* the dead.* The ore as well as the other is
an. exploit of omnipotence. The exceeding

’ ‘ greatnels

() 2'Cor. ii. 16. (8) Evspyuar,
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greatnefs of his mighty power is exerted towards
us that believe, as well as it was upon the dead
body of CHrisT to reftore it to life, after it had
been torn and mangled upon the crofs, and lain
three days and three nights in the grave. What

ftrong language 1s this! what a forcible illuf-

tration ! Methinks this pafiage alone is fufficient
to confound all the vanity and felf-fufficiency of
mortals, and entirely deftroy the proud fition
of a felf-fprung faith produced by the efforts of
degenerate nature. In my text the apoftle
afligns the reafon of this. The fame exertion
of*the fame power is neceflary in the one cafe
and the other;_becaufe, as the body of CarisT
was dead, and had no principle of life in it, {o,
fays he, * fye were dead in trefpafies and fins;*
and therefore could no more quicken your-
felves than a dead body can reftore itfelf to life.
# But Gob, verfe 4th, who 1s rich in mercy,
# for his great love wherewith he loved us;*
that Gop, who raifed the entombed Redeemer
to life again, that fame almighty Gop, by. a
like exertion of the fame power, * hath quicken-
# ed us, verfe sth, even when we were dead in
* fins;* dead, fenfelefs, inaltive, and incapa-
ble of animating ourfelves. Let any man care-
fully read thefe verfes,- and confider their moft
natural meaning, and I cannot but think com-
mon fenfe will dire¢t him thus to underftand

them. The Scriptures were written with a de-

fign to be underftood ; and therefore that fenfe
: © which

Tt
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which is the moft natural to a plain unpreju<
diced underftanding is moft likely to be true.

- The other remark is, That the apoftle having
pronounced the prffam dead in fin, while un-
converted, in the firft verfe, paffes the fame fen-
© tence upon himfelf and the whole body of the

* Yews, notwithftanding their high privileges in
the fifth verfe. The fenfe and connection may be
. difcovered in the following paraphrafe: « You

<« Ephefians were very lately Heathens, and,

« while you were in that ftate you were {piri-

« tually dead, and all your actions were dead

« gorks. In time paft ye walked in trefpaffes

< and fins, nor were you fingular in your

« courfe: though it be infinitely pernicious, yet

<t it is the common courfe of this world, and it

« is alfo agreeable to the temper and inftiga-

« tion of that gloomy prince, who has a pecu-

¢ liar power in the region of the.air; that ma-
¢ lignant {pirit who works with dreadful effi-

¢ cacy in the numerous children of difobedi-

«ence; but this was not the cafe of you Hea-
_ * thens alone: we alfo who are Fews, notwith-
¢ ftanding our many religious advantages, and
« even I myfelf, notwithftanding my high pri-

« vileges and unblameable life as a Pharifee,

« we alfo, T fay, had our converfation in times
« paft among the children of difobedience ; we
« gli, as well as they, walked in the lufts of the
« flefh, fulfilling the defires and inclinations (a)
« of ounfenfual fleth, and of our depraved
N \ ) . :¢.minds;

. (@) ©sanpala. .

A}

e —————e . -



Serm. 4. of fperitual Death. 127
< minds; for thefe were tainted with fpiritual
< wickednefs, independent upon our animal
< paffions and appetites, and we were-all, even
< by nature, children of wrath, even as others:

“in this refpett we Fews were juft like the

«¢ reft of mankind, corrupt from our very birth,
¢ tranfgreflors from the womb, and liable to
¢¢ the wrath of Gon. Our external relation and
« privileges as the peculiar le of Gop, dif-
«¢ tinguifhed with a religion from heaven, makes
“ no diftinGtion between us and others in this
“ matter. As we are all children of difobs-
« dience by our lives, fo we are all, without ex-

¢« ception, children of wrath by nature: but -

‘¢« when we were all dead in fins, when Fewsand
 Gentiles were equally dead to Goop, then,
« even then, Gop who s rich in mercy had pity
“ upon us ;" *he quickened us;* * he infpired

e

“ us with a new and fpiritual life by his own"

< almighty power, which raifed the dead bodyg
“ of Curist from thegrave.” * He quick

* us together with CurisT :* ¢ We received our
« life by virtue of our union with him as our
¢¢ vital head, who was raifed to an immeortal life
“ that he might quicken dead fouls by thofe
“ influences of his Spirit, which he purchafed
“ by his death ; and therefore by grace are ye
“faved. Itisthe pureft, richeft, freeft grace,
« that ever fuch dead fouls as we were made alive
“ to Gop, and not fuffered to remain dead for
“ ever.”

. 'This
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This is the obvious meaning and connection
of thefe verfes, and we now proceed to confider
the text, * Dead in trefpafles and fins :¥ you'
dead, we dead, Fews and Gentiles, all * dead
# together in ‘trefpafles and fins.* A difmal,
mortifying” character! * This one place, fays
¢ Béza, like a thunderbolt, dafhes all mankind
« down to the duft, great and proud as they
~ ¢ are; for it pronounces their nature not only

« hurt but dead by fin, and therefore liable to
¢ wrath (4).” ‘

Death is a ftate of infenfibility and inactivity,
and 4 'dead 'man is incapable of reftoring him-’
felf to life, therefore the condition of an un-'
converted finner muft have fome refemblance -
to fuch a ftate in order to fupport the bold me-
taphor here ufed by the apoftle. To under-
ftand it aright’ we muft take care on the one’
hand thatwe do not explain it away in flattery to’
ourfelves, or in compliment to the pride of hu-
man nature : and on the other hand that we do
~not carry the fimilitude too far, fo as to lead
into abfurdities, and contradi& matter of fact.
The metaphor muft be underftood with feve-
ral limitations - or exceptions; for it is certain
there is a wide difference between the fpiritual
death of the foul, and the natural death of the
body, particularly in this refped, that death
puts an entire end to all the powers, actions,
and
(a) Hoc uno loco, quafi fulmine, totos homo, qaantos quan-

tus eft profternitur. Neque enim naturam dicit l#éfam, fed mor-
tuam, per peccatum ; .dcoque ir@ obnéxiam.
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and fenfations of our animal nature univerfally-
with regard to all objecis of every kind; but a
foul dead in fin is only partially dead ; that s, it
1s dead only with regard to a certain 4ind of
fenfations and exercifes, but in the mean time
1t may be all life and ativity about other things.
It is alive, fenfible, and vigorous about earthly
objects and purfuits ; thefe raife its paffions and
engage 'its thoughts. It has alfo a dreadful
power and facility of finning, though this is
not its life but its difeafe, its death, like the
tendency of a dead body to.corruption. It can

likewife exercife its intelletual powers, and

make confiderable improvements in fcience. A
finner dead in trefpafies and fins may be a living
treafury of knowledge, 4n univerfal {cholar, a
profound philofopher, and even a great divine,
as far as mere fpeculative knowledge can render
him fuch, nay, heis capable of many fenfations
and impreflions from religious objects, and of
performing all the external duties of religion. He
1s able to read, to hear, to pray, tomeditate up-
on divine things; nay, he may be an inftructor
of others, and preach perhaps with extenfive
popularity : he may have a form of godlinefs,
and obtain a name to live among men: he is
in fome meafure able, and it is his duty to at-
tend upon the means G o has inftituted for
quickening him with fpiritual life, and Gobp
deals with him as with a rational creature; by
laws, fanctions, promifes, expoftulations, and
invitations : thefe conceffions I make, not only
. Vor. 1. » K s ’ to
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to give you the fenfe of the text, but alfo to
prevent the abufe of the doétrine, and antici-
pate fome objetions againft it, as though it
were an encouragement to continue idle, and
ufe no means to obtain {piritual life ; or as tho’
it rendered all the means of grace needlefs and
abfurd, like arguments to the dead to reftore
" themfelves to life.  But, notwithftanding all
thefe conceffions, it is a melancholy truth that
an unregenerate finner is dead. Though he
can commit fin with greedinefs, though he
is capable of animal aions, and fecular pur-
fuits, nay, though he can employ his mind
even about intellettual and fpiritual things, and
is capable of performing the external duties of
religion, yet there is fomething in religion with
“‘regard to which he is entirely dead : there is a
kind of fpiritual life of which he is entirely def-
titate: he is habitually infenfible with regard to
things divine and eternal: he has no a&ivity,
no vigour in the pure, fpiritual, and vital ex-
ercifes of religion: he has no prevailing bent of
“mind towards them : he has not thofe views and
apprehenfions of things which a foul fpiritual-
" ly alive would neceflarily receive and entertain :
he is deftitute of thofe facred affections, that
joy, thatlove, that defire, that hope, that fear,
that forrow, which are as it were the innate paf-
fions of the new man, In fhort, heis fo inac-
tive, fo liftlefs, fo infenfible in thefe refpeds,
‘that death, which puts an end to all aétion and
fenfation, is a proper emblem of his ftate ; alngi
o . ' this
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~ this is the meaning of the apoftle in my text.

He is alfo utterly unable to quicken himfelf.
He may indeed ufe means in fome fort, butto
implant a vital principle in his foul, to give
himfelf vivid fenfations of divine things, and
make himfelf alive towards Gop, this is en-
tirely beyond his utmoft ability: this is as pe-
culiarly the work of almighty power as the re-
furrection of a dead body from the grave. As -
to this death it is brought upon him by, and
confifts in * trefpafles and fins.* Fhe innate
depravity and corruption of the heart, and the
habits of fin contracted and confirmed by re-
peated indulgences of inbred corruption, thef€
are the poifonous, deadly things that have flaint
the foul ; thefe have entirely indifpofed and dif-
abled it for living religion. * Trefpafles and fins*
are the grave, the corrupt efflavia, the malig-
nant damps, the rottennefs of a dead foul : it lies
dead, fenfelefs, inattive, buried *in trefpaffes
“ and fins.® * Trefpafles’ and fins* render it
ghaftly, odious, abominable, a noifome putre-
faction before an holy Gop, like a rotten car-
cafs, or a mere mafs of corruption: the vileft
lufts, like worms, riot upon and devour it, but
it feels them not, nor can it lift a hand to
drive the vermin off. Such mortifying ideas as
thefe may be contained in the ftriking meta-
phor, * dead in trefpafles and fins;* and I hope
you now underftand its general meaning. _
If you would know what has turned my
thoughts to this fubjett I will candidly tell you,
R Kz . though
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. though with a forrowful heart. Iam fure, if
‘any objects within the compafs of human know=
ledge have a tendency to make the deepeft im=
preffions upon our minds, they are thofe things
which Chriftianity teaches us concerning Gobp;,
concerning ourfelves and a future ftate; and if
there be any exercifes which fhould call forth
all the life and powers of our fouls into ation; -
they are thofe of a religious nature : but, alas!
" 1 often find a ftrange, aftonifhing ftupor, and
liftlefsnefs about thefe things. . In this I am not
fingular; the beft among us complain of the
fame thing; the moft /ively Chriftians feel this
unaccountable languor and infenfibility ; and
the generality are evidently deftitute of all habi=.
tual concern about them : they are all alive in
. the purfuit of pleafure, riches,-or honours ; their
thoughts are ealily engaged, and their affec-
tions raifed by fuch things as thefe; but the
concerns of religion; which above all other
things are adapted to make impreffions upon
- them, and ftir up all the life within them, fcepi
“to have little or no effe€t.” When I have made
this obfervation with refpe to others, and felt
-the melancholy confirmation of it in my own
breaft, I have really been ftruck with amaze-
‘ment, and ready to cry out, ¢ Lord whatisthis -
*¢ that has befallen me, and the reft of my fel-
¢ Jow-mortals? what can be the caufe of fuch
“ a conduct in a rational nature, to be active
' ¢ and eager about trifles, and ftupid and care-
¢ lefs about matters of infinite importance? O
o ¢ whence
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‘¢ whence is this ftrange infatuation!” Thus I
“have been fhocked at this aftonifhing fact, and
" 1 could account for it no other way but by re-
fleCting that we have all been * dead in tref-
¢ paffes and fins.* In fuch a folemn hour the
apoftle’s expreflion does not feem at all too
ftrong. I have no fcruple at all to pronounce,
not only from the authority of an apoftle, but
from the evidence of the thing, that I, and all
around me, yea, and all the fons of men have
been dead, in the fpiritual fenfe utterly dead.
Multitudes among us, yea, the generality are dead
fill ; hence the ftillnefs about religion among
us ; hence the ftupor, the carelefsnefs about eter-
nal things, the thoughtlefs neglet of Gop, the
- infenfibility under his providential difpenfations,
the impenitence, the prefumption that fo much
prevails. Gop has indeed, out of the great-love
* wherewith he loved us, quickened fome of us,
even when we were dead 1n fins, and we have a’

little life, fome vital fenfations and impreflions

at times, but O!" how little, how fuperficial,

how much of a deadly ftupor yet remains! how

little life in prayer, in hearing, or in the near-
eft approach to the living Gop! The refle(tion

is fhocking, but, alas, it is too true; confult-

your. own hearts and you will find it even fo.

- Animal life feems to be a gradual thing ; it gra-
dually grows in an infant, it is perfect in ma-

ture age, and in old age.it gradually decays, till

all is gone ; but how fmall is the degree of life,

when the feetus is juft animated, or the infant -

K3 born
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~ born into the world! but little fuperior to that

of a plant or an oyfter : what faint fenfations,
‘what obfeure and langunid perceptions, what
feeble motions! Such are the children of grate
in the prefent ftate. Spiritual life is gradual ;
it is infufed in regeneration; but O! how far
from perfection while on this fide heaven! Alas!
the beft of us are like the poor traveller that fel
among thieves, and was left half dead: how-
ever, 1t 15 an unfpeakable mercy to have the
leaft principle of fpiritual life, and we thould
prize it more than crowns and empires.

If you would know my defign in choofing
this fubject, it is partly for the convittion of
finners, that they may be alarmed with their
deplorable condition, which is the firft ftep to-
wards their being quickened; partly to roufe

- the children of grace to feek more life from

their vital head ; and partly to difplay the rich
grace of Gonb in quickening fuch dead finners,
and beftowing upon them a fpiritual and im-
mortal life; and furely nothing can inflame

. our gratitude and raife our wonder more than

than the confideration that we were dead in
trefpaffes and fins! If I may but anfwer thefe
ends it will be an unfpeakable bleffing to us
all. | And O that divine grace may honour this
humble attempt of a poor creature, at beft but
half alive, with fuccefs! I'hope, my brethren,
you will hear ferioufly for itis really a moft fe-
rious fubject. ’ .
o You.
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- You have feen that the metaphorical ex-
preflion in my text is intended to reprefent.the
ftupidity, inactivity, and impotence of unrege-
nerate f{inners about divine things. . This truth
I might confirm by argument and fcripture-
authority, but I think it may be a better me-
thod for popular convition to prove and illufs
trate it from plain inftances of the temper and

“condu¢t of finners about the concerns of reli-
gion, as this may force the conviction upon

them from undoubted matters of fact and their - .

own experience. ‘'This therefore is the method
Iintend to purfue, and my time will allow me
to particularize only the following inftances.

. L Confider the excellency of the divine Be-

‘ing, the fum total, the great original of all
perfections. How infinitely worthy is he of the

adoration of all his creatures! how deferving of

their moft intenfe thoughts, and moft ardent af-

-fections! If majefty and glory can ftrike us with
awe and veneration does not .Jebovab demand

-it, who is clothed with majefty and glory as -
with a garment, and before whom all the in-

habitants of the earth are as grathoppers,‘as

nothing, as le(s than nothing, and vanity? If

wifdom excites our pleafing wonder, here is an

unfathomable depth, . O the depth of the

riches of the wifdom and knowledge of Gop !

If goodnefs, grace, and mercy attract our love

~and gratitude, here thefe amiable perfetions
thine in their moft alluring glories. If juftice

K¢ . ~ ftrikes
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ftrikes a damp to the guilty, here is juflice irs
all its tremendous majefty. If veracity, if can-
dor, if any, or all of the moral virtues engage
- our efteem, here they all center in their ngh-
eft perfection. If the prefence of a king ftrikes
a reverence, if the eye of his judge awes the
criminal, and reftrains him from offending,
certainly we fhould fear before the Lord all the

_ day, for we are furrounded with his omnipre-

fence, and he is the Infpector and Judge of all
our thoughts and actions.  If riches excite de-
~ fire, here are unfearchable riches : if happinefs
has charms that draw all the world after it,
here 15 an unbounded ocean of happinefs; here
is the only complete portion for an immortal
mind. Men are affeCted with thefe things in
one another, tho’ found in a very imperfect de-
gree. ‘Power awes and commands ; virtue and
goodnefs pleafe ; beauty charms; juftice ftrikes
with folemnity and terror; a bright genius is
admired; a benevolent merciful temper 1s loved :
thus men are afte€ted with created excellencies.
Whence is it then they are fo ftupidly unaffect-
ed with the fupreme original excellencies of Ye-
. bovah? Here, my brethren, turn your eyes in-
ward upon yourfelves, and ‘enquire, are not
feveral of you confcious that, though you have
paffions for fuch objects as thefe, and you are
eafily moved by them, yet, with regard to the per-
fections of the fupreme and beft of beings, your
hearts are habitually fenfelefs and unaffected.
Itis not an eafy thing to make impreffions upon
you by them; and what increafes the wonder, and

aggravates
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aggravatesyourguilt, is, that you are thusfenfelefs

-and unaffected,when you believe and profefs that

thefeperfections are really in Gop,and that in the
higheft degree poffible.  In other cafes you can
love what appears amiable, you revere what is
great and majeftic, you eagerly defire and pur-
fue what is valuable, and tends to your happi-
nefs ; and all this you do freely, {pontaneoulfly,
vigoroufly, by the innate inclination and ten-
dency of your nature, without reluttance,
without compulfion, nay without perfuafion ;

~ but as to Gop and all his perfections you are

ftrangely infenfible,backward, and averfe. Where
is there one being that has any confeffed excel-
lency in the compafs of human knowledge that

‘ ~does not engage more of the thoughts and af-

fections of mankind than the glorious and ever-
blefled G op? The fun, moon, and ftars have
had more worfhippers than the uncreated foun-
tain of light from which they derive their luftre.
Kings, and minifters of ftate, have more punc-
tual homage, and frequent applications made
to them than the King of kings, and Lord of
lords. Created enjoyments are more eagerly
purfued than the fupreme good. Search all the
world over, and you will find but very little
motions of heart towards Gop; little love, little
defire, little fearching after him. You will oft-
en indeed fee him honoured with the compli-
ment of a bended knee, and a few heartlefs words
under the name of a prayer, but where is the
heart, where are the thoughts, where the affec-
tions? Theferun wild through the world, and
) are
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are fcattered among a thoufand other objects.
The heart has no prevailing tendency toward
Gop, the thoughts are fhy of him, the affec-
tions have no innate propenfity to him. In
ihort, in this refpet the whole man is out of
order: here he does not at all a¢t like himfelf ;
here are no affetionate thoughts, no delightful
meditations, no ardent defires, no eager pur-
fuits and vigorous endeavours, but all 1s Liftlefs,
ftupid, indifpofed, inative, and averfe; and
what is the matter?  Lord! what is this that
¢ has feized the fouls of thine own offspring,

_ < that they are thus utterly difordered towards

¢« thee!” The reafon is, they are dead, » dead
= in trefpafles and fins.* It is impoffible a liv-

- ing foul fhould be fo ftupid and unaffected with

fuch an objet: it muft be a dead foul zbat has

‘no feeling.~ Yes, finners, this is the melancho-

ly reafon why you are fo thoughtlefs, fo uncon-
cerned, fo fenfelefs about the Gop that made"
you: you are dead. And what is the reafon that
you who have been begotten again to a fpiritual
life, and who are united to CurisT as-your vi-

. tal head, what _is the reafon that you fo often

feel fuch languithments, that the pulfe of {piri-

- tual life beats fo faint and irregular, and thatits

motions are fo feeble and flow? All this you feel
and lament, but how comes it to pafs? what
can be the caufe that you who have indeed
tafted that the Lord is gracious, and are fenfible
that he s all-glorious and lovely, and your on-
ly happinefs, O! what can be the caufe, that
you, of all men in the warld, thould be fo little
. : ’ engaged
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engaged to him! Alas! the caufe is you have
been dead, and the deadly ftupor has not yet

~left you: you have (bleffed be the quickening

fpirit of Cur1sT!) you have received a little life;
but, alas! it is a feeble fpark ; it finds the prin-
ciples of death ftill firong in your conftitution;
thefe it muft ftruggle with, and by them it is
often borne down, fupprefled, and juft expiring.
Walk humbly then, and remember your fhame,
that’' you were once dead, and children of
wrath, even as others. The carelefsnefs and
indifpofition of the foul toward the fupreme
excellence will appear yet more evident and afto-
nifhing, if we confider, |

II. The auguft and endearing relations the
great and bleffed Gop fuftains to us, ahdthe
many ways he has taken to make dutiful and
grateful impreffions upon our hearts. What
tender endearments are.contained in the rela-
tion of a Father ! This hebearstous: “ hemade
» us, and not we ourfelves.* Qur bodies in-
deed are produced in a fucceflion from Adam
by generation, but who was it that began the
feries? It was the Almighty, who formed the
firft man of the duft: it was he who firft put
the fucceffion of caufes in motion, and there-
fore he is the grand original caufe, and the
whole chain depends upon him. Who was it
that firft eftablifhed the'laws of generation, and
ftill continues them in force? It is the all-cre-
ating Parent of nature, and without him men

, o would

-



 (a) Heb. xli.g. () Numb. xvi, 22,
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would have been no more able to produce one
another than ftones or clods of earth. " As to

- our fouls, the principal ppart of our perfons,

Gon is their immediate author, without the
leaft concurrence of fecondary caufes. Hence
he'is called the Father of your fpirits in a pecu~
bar fenfe (4), and he affumes the endearing
name of # the Gob of the fpirits of all flefh ().
Now the name of a father is wont to carry
fome endearment and authority.  Children,
efpecially in their young and helplefs years, are
fond of their father; their little hearts beat with
a thoufand grateful paffions towards:him ; they

~ love to be with him, to be dandled on his knees,

and fondled in his arms, and they fly to him
upon every appearance of danger; but if Gobp.
be a father, where is his honour? here, alas!

-the filial paffions are fenfelefs and immovable.
- Tt is but a little time fince we.came from his

creating hand, and yet we have forgotten him.
It feemns unnatural for his own offspring to en-
quire * where is Gep my Maker i They thew
no fondnefs for him, no affetionate venera--
tion, and no humble confidenee 5 their hearts-
ar¢ dead towards him, as though there were no
fuch being, or no fuch near relation fubfifting
between them. In childhood a rattle, or a ftraw,
ar any trifle, is" more thought of than their:

- heavenly Father: in riper years their vain plea~

fures and fecular purfuits command moreof their
affeftions than their divine original and only
N : happinefs,
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happinefs. Compare your natural temper to«
wards your heavenly Father, and towards your.
earthly parents, and how wide is the differencel
Nature works ftrong in your hearts towards
them, but towards him all the filial paffions
are dulland dead; and why? alas! the reafon
15, you * are.dead in trefpafies and fins.* But
this relation of a Father is not the only relation
our Gop fuftains to you; he is your fupreme
King, to whom you owe allegiance; your Law-~
giver, whofe will is the rule of your conduét;
and your fudge, who will call you to an ac-
count, and reward or punifh you according to
your works, but how unnatural is it to men to
revere the moft high Gop under thefe auguft

‘charatters! Where is there a king upon earth,

however weak or tyrannical, but is more re-
garded by his fubjets than the King of hea-
ven by the generality of men? Were ever fuch
excellent laws contemned and violated? Did
ever criminals treat their Judge with fo much
neglett and contempt? And are thefe (ouls alive
to G op who thus treat him? No. Alas! * they
= are dead in trefpafles and fins :*. however live~
ly they are towards other things, yet in this re-
{pet they are feized with a deadly ftupor. Gop
is alfo our Guardian and Deliverer ; and from
how many dangers has he preferved us, from
how many calamities has he delivered us! Dan-
gers, diftrefles, and deaths crowd upon us.and
furround us in every age and every place: the
air, the earth, the fea, and every element are

: pregnant
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‘pregnant with numberlefs principles of pain and
death ready to feize and deftroy us: ficknefs
and death fwarm around us; nay, they lic in
ambufh in our own conftitution, and are per-
f y undermining our lives, and yet. our
divine Guardian. preferves us for months and
years unhurt, untouched; or if he fuffers the
calamity to fall, or death to threaten, he flies
to our deliverance; and how many falvations
of this kind has he wrought for us, falvations
from accidents, from fickneffes, from pain,
from forrows, from death; falvations for our
perfons and our poffeflions, for ourfelves, and
for our friends and relations; falvations fromx
dangers feen and unfeen; falvations in mfan-
_ ¢y, in youth, and in maturer years! Thefe
things we cannot deny without the moft ftupid
ignorance, and an atheiftical difbelief of divine
Providence. Now fuch repeated, fuch long-
continued, fuch unmerited favours as thefe
would not pafs for nothing between man and
man. We have hearts to feel fuch obligations;
nay, the ten thoufandth, the millionth part of

" fuch gracious care and goodnefs would "be

gratefully refentéd, and thankfully acknowledg-
ed. ‘Indeed it is impoflible we fhould receive
- even this {mall, this very fmall proportion: of
favours from men in comparifon of what we
receive from Gop; and even when they are the
inftruments of our deliverance he is the original
author. But after all, is there a natural apti-
tude. in the hearts of men to think of their gra-
3 , ' cious
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cious Guardian and Saviour? Does the principle
of gratitude naturally lead them to love him,
and to make thankful acknowledgments to
him ? Alas! no. They may indeed feel fome
tranfient, fuperficial workings of gratitude when
under the frefh fenfe of fome remarkable deli-
verance, but thefe impreffions {oon wear off, .
and they hecome as thoughtlefs and ftupid as
ever. But let a man, like yourfelves, fave you
from fome great diftrefs, you will always grate-

fully remember him, think of him often with:

pleafure, and take all opportunities of return~

" 1ng his kindnefs, efpecially if your deliverer was

much your fufperior, and independent uponyou,
if you had forteited his favour,provoked him, and

" incurred his difpleafure: great favours from fuch

an one would make impreflions upon the moft
obdurate heart. But tho’ Gop be infinitely fu-
perior to us, and it is nothing to him what be-
comes of us, though. we have rebelled againft
him, and deferve his vengeance, yet ten thou-
fand deliverances from his hands have little or
no effect upon the hearts of men: all thefe can-
not bring them to think of him, or love him -
as much as they do a friend, or a common be-
nefactor of their own fpecies: and  does fuch
ftupid ingratitude difcover any fpiritual life in.
them? No; they are dead in this refpect, tho’
‘they are all alive to thofe paffions that terminate
upon created objects. . Farther, Gob is the Be-
nefaclor of mankind, not only in delivering them

~ from dangers and calamities, but in beftowing

unnumbered
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unnumbered pofitsve bleffings upon them. Here
I cannot pretend to be particular, for the Lift
of bleffings is endlefs, and it will be the happy
employment of an eternity to recollect and enu-
merate them. What an extenfive and well-
furnithed world has our Gop formed for our
accommodation ! For us he has enriched the
fun with light and heat,and the earth with fruit-
fulnefs. The numerous inhabitants of every
element, the plants, minerals, and beafts of the
earth, the fithes of the fea, the fowls of the
air, are all rendering their fervice to man; fome
afford him food, and others work for him : the
winds and feas, fire and water, ftones and trees,
all confpire to be ufeful to him. Our ivine
Benefattor crowns us with the bleflings of liber~
ty, of fociety, of friendfhip, and the moft en-
dearing relations : he preferves our health, gives
us * rain from heaven, and fruitful feafons, and:
¢ fills our hearts with food and gladnefs.* " In
fhort, he gives us life, and breath, and all things;
every day, every hour, every moment has ar-
rived to us richly freighted with bleflings ; blefs+
ings have refided with us at home, and attend-
ed us abroad; bleflings prefented themfelves
ready for our enjoyment as foon as we entered
into the world ; then Gop provided hands to
receive us, knees to fupport us, breafts to fuckle
us, and parents to guard and cherifh us; blefs~
ings have grown up with us, and given fuch

- conftant attendance, that they are become fa-

miliar to us, and are the infeparable companions
. o . ‘ ! ) Of




e R BT WS 2l d B-sa TS e w S R RV A RS RS Ve ol e &Y

Serm. 4. of fpiritual Death. 143

of our lives. It is no new or unufual thing to
us to fee an illuftrious fun rifing to give us the
day, to enjoy repofe in the night; to rife re-
frefhed and vigorous in the morning, to fee
our tables fpread with plenty, the trees cover~
ed with fruit, the fields with grain, and va-
rious forms of animals growing up for our fup- .
port or fervice. Thefe are fuch familiar blefs-
ings to us, that they too often feem things of
courfe, or neceflary appendages of our being.
What a crowd of bleflings have crowned the’
prefent morning! You and yours are alive and: -
well, you have not come hither ghaftly and

- pining with hunger, or agonizing with pain.

How many refrefhing draughtsof air have you
drawn this morning, how many fprightly and:
regular pulfes have beat through your frame;
how many eafy motions have you performed’
with hanis, feet, eyes, tongue, and other mem-
bers of your body, and are not all thefe favours
from Gop ? yes undoubtedly ; and thus has he:
gone on blefling you all your days, without any-
interruption at all in many of thefe particulars

.- of kindnefs, and with but very litfle 1n the reft.
Sinful and miferable as this world is it isa trea- -

fury rich in bleflings, a ftore-houfe full of pro-
vifions, a dwelling well furnifhed for the accom-
modation of mortals, and all by the care, and

~at the expence of that gracious Goo who firft

made and ftill preferves 1t what itis. ¢ Lord,
whence s it then that the inhabitants forget and
neglect thee, as though they were not at all o~

Vor. L. L’ bliged



146 The Natare and Unmiverfality ~ Serm. 4.

bliged to thee? O whence is it that they love -
thy gifts, and yet difregard the giver ; that they
think lefs of thee than of.an earthly father or
friend, or 'an human benefaCtor; that there
fhould be fo hittle gratitude towards thee, that
of all benefactors. thou fhouldft be the leaft ac-
knowledged, that the benefattors of nations,
and even of private perfons, in inftances un-
worthy to be mentioned with thofe of thy good-
nefs, thould be celebrated, and even adored,
while thou art neglected, thine agency over-
looked, and thy goodnefs forgotten? O whence
is this ftrange pheenomenon, this unaccount-
able, unprecedented ftupidity and ingratitude
in reafonable creatures! Surely, if they had
' any life, any fenfation in this refpe®, they
would not be capable of fuch a condu@; but
‘they are dead, dead to all the generous fenfa-
tions of gratitude to Gob: and as a dead corpfe
feels no gratitude to thofe that perform the laft
friendly office, and cover it with earth, fo a
dead foul ftands unmoved under all the profu-

fion of bleflings which heaven pours upon it.
_ The bleflings I have mentioned, which are
confined to the prefent ftate, are great, and de-
“{erve our wonder and thankigiving, efpecially
confidering that they are beftowed upon a race
of rebellious, ungrateful creatures, who deferve
the fevereft vengeance: but there is a fet of
bleflings yet unmentioned, of infinitely greater
importance, in which all others are fwallowed
up,-by the glory of which they are obfcured,
- like
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like the ftars of night by the rifing fun; To fome
of our race Gop has given crowns and king+
doms. For Ifrael Jemovau wrought the moft
. aftonithing miracles; feas and rivers opened to
- make- way for them; rocks burft into {prings -
of water to quench thew thirft; the dougz
poured down manna and fed them with bread
from heaven: their Gob delivered Daniel from
the jaws of hungry lions, and his three compa-
nions from the burning fiery furnace. He has -
reftored health to the fick, fight to the blind,
and life to the dead. Thefe bleffings and deli~
verances have fomething majeftic and ftriking
in them, and had we been the fubjeéts of them
we could not but have regarded them as great
and fingular, but what are thefe in comparifon
of Gopo’s gift of his Son, and the bleflings he
has purchafed? his Son, who is of greater va-
lue, and dearer to him than ten thoufand
worlds; his beloved Son, in whom he is well
pleafed ; him has he given for us, given up to
three and thirty years of the moft mortifying
abafement, and an inceflant confli&t with the
fevereft trials, given up to death, and all the
,ignominy and agonies of crucifixion. Thus
has Gop loved our world! and never was thete
fuch a difplay of love in heaven or on earth.
You can no more find love equal to this among
creatures than you can find among them the in-
finite power that formed the univerfe out of no-
thing. 'This will ftand upon record to all eter-
nity, as the unprecedented, unparalelled, ini-
' : L 2 mitable
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mitable love of Gop. "And it appears the more’
illuftrious when we confider that this unfpeak-
able gift was given to finners, to rebels, to ene-
mies, that were fo far from deferving it, that,
on the other hand, it is a miracle of mercy that
they are not all groaning for ever under the tre-
mendous weight of his juftice. O that I could
fay fomething becoming this love; fomething
that might do honour to it! but, alas! thelan-
. guage of mortals was formed for lower fubjets..
- This love pafies all defcription and all know-.
ledge. Confider alfo what rich bleffings CurisT. -
has purchafed for us; purchafed not with fuch
corruptible things as filver and gold, but with
his own precious blood: the price recommends
and endears the bleffings,. though they are fo
great in themfelves as to need no fuch recom-
mendation. What can be greater or more
fuitable bleflings to perfons in our circumftan-
_ ces, than pardon. for the guilty, redemption
for {laves, righteoufnefs and juftification for the
-.condemned, fanétification for the unholy, reft
for the weary, comfort for mourners, the fa-
- vour of Gop for rebels and exiles, ftrength for-
the impotent, protetion for the helplefs, ever-
lafting happinefs for the heirs of hell, and, to.
fum up all, grace and glory, and every good
thing, and all the unfearchable riches of CurisT
for the wretched and miferable, the poor, and
blind, and naked! Thefe are bleflings indeed,
and in comparifon of them all the riches of the
world are impoverifhed, and vanifh to nothing ;
' and
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and all thefe bleflings are publithed, offered:
freely, indefinitely offered to you, to me, to the
greateft {inner on earth, in the gofpel; and we .
are allowed, — allyiwved did I fay ? we are snvited
with the utmoft importunity, infreated with the
moft compaffionate tendernefs and condefcen-
fion, and commanded by the higheft authority
upon pain of eternal damnation to accept the
bleflings prefented to us: and what reception
does all this love meet with in our world! I

_ tremble to think of it. ~ It is plain thefe things

are propofed to a world dead in fin; for they are
all {till, all unmoved, all fenfelefs under fuch a
revelation of infinite grace ; mankind know not
what it is to be moved, melted, tranfported with
the love of a crucified Saviour, till divine grace
vifits their hearts, and forms them into new
creatures: they feel no eager folicitude, nay,
not fo much as d willingnefs to receive thefe
bleffings, till they become willing by almighty
power: and judge ye, my brethren,whether they
are not dead fouls that are proof even againft the
love of Gop in Curist, that are not moved

- and melted by the agonies of his crofs, that are

carelefs about fuch ineftimable bleflings as thefe?
Has that foul any fpiritual life in1t, that can.
fit fenfele(s under the crofs of Jrsus, that can
forget him, negle@ bim, difhonour him, after
all his love and all his fufferings; that feels a
prevailing indifferency and languor towards
him ; that loves him lefs than an earthly friend,
and feeks him with lefs eagernefs than gold and
L3 filver
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filver? Is mot every generous paffion, every

principle of gratitude quite extin& in’ fuch 3
fpirit? It may be alive to other objeéts, but to-
wards this it is dead, and alas! is not this the
common cafe! O look round the world, and

what do you fee but a general neglect of the

blefled Jesus, and all the bleffings of his gof-
pel? How cold, how untoward, how reluctant,
how averfe are the hearts of men towards him;

how hard to perfuade them to think of him and-

love him! Try to perfuade men to give over

‘their fins which grieve him, difhonour him,

and were the caufe of his death ; try to engage
them to devote themfelves entirely to him, and
live to his glory, alas! you try in vain; their
hearts ftill continue cold and hard as a ftone ;

try to perfuade them to murder or robbery, and"

you are more likely to prevail. - Suffer me, in

my aftonifhment, to repeat this moft melancholy

truth again; the generality of mankind are ha-

bitually carelefs about the bleffed Jesus; they will

not feek him, nor give him their heaits and af-
~ fe@ions, tho’ they muft perith for ever by their

neglect of him ! Aftonithing, and moft lament-

able, that ever fuch perverfenefs and ftupidity
fhould feize the foul of man! Methinks I could
here take up a lamentation over human nature,’
and fall on my knees with this prayer for my
fellow-men. < Father of {pirits, and Lord of
s life, quicken, O quicken thefe dead fouls!”
O, firs, while we fee death all around us, and

. feel it benumbing our own fouls, who can help-
‘ . ' : the

o o
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the moft bitter wailing and lamentation; who
can reftrain himfelf from crying to the great.

Author of life for a happy refurre@ion ! While -
the valley of dry bones lies before me, while
the carnage, the charnel-houfe of immortal
fouls ftrikes my fight all around me far and
wide, how can I forbear ¢rying, * Come from-
# the four winds, O breath ; breathe upon thefe:
# flain, that they may hive?* But to return from.
this digreffion, 1nto which I was unavoidably-
hurried by the horror of the fubject, I would
obferve farther, that kind ufage and pleafing:
treatment may not be always belt for fuch

~ creatures as we are : fatherly feverities and cha-

ftifements, though not agreeable to us, yet may
be neceflary and conducive to our greateft good.
Accordingly Gop has tried the force of chaftife-
ments to make impreflions upon our hearts:
thefe indeed have been but few in comparifon of
his more agreeable difpenfations; yet recolleét
whether you have not frequently felt his rod.
Have you not languifhed under ficknefs and
pain, and been brought within a near view of
the king of terrors? Have you not fuffered the
" bereavement of friends and relations, and met
with lofles, adverfity, and difappointments? -
Others have felt ftill greater calamities in a

- clofer fucceflion, and with fewer mercies inter=

mixed. Thefe things, one would think, would
immediately bring men to regard the hand that
fmites them, and make them fenfible of their .
undutiful conduét, which has procured the cor-
- L 4 reftion:
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rection : thefe are like the application of fire to
one in a lethargy, to awaken him to life; but
alas! under all thefe afflitions, the ftupor and
infenfibility ftill remain.  Sinners groan by
reafon of oppreffion, but it is not natural for
them to enquire, * Where is Gop my Maker,
* that giveth fongs in the night#* It 1snot na-
tural for them to repent of their undutiful con-
duct and amend ; or, if they are awakened to
fome little fenfe, while the painful rod of the
Almighty is yet upon them, as foon as it is re-
moved they become as hardened and fenfelefs as
. ever.. Andisnot a ftate of death a very proper
reprefentation of fuch fullen, incorrigible ftu- -
- pidity? Living fouls have very tender fenfations ;
~one touch of their heavenly Father’s hand makes
deep impreflions upon them ;. they tremble at
his frown, they fall and weep at his feet, they
confefs their offences, and mourn over them ;
they fly to the arms of his mercy to efcape the
impending blow ;. and thus would all do were
they not quite deftitute of {piritual life. .
I have materials fufficient for a difcourfe of
- fome hours, but at prefent I muft abruptly
drop  the fubjet: however, I cannot difmifs
you without making a few refleCtions. And
. 1. What a ftrange affe&ting view does this
fubject give us of this affembly !. I doubt not
but I may accommodate the text to fome of
you with this agrecable addition, * You hath
# he quickened, though you were once dead in
# trefpafles and fins.*  Though the vital pulfe
ST . beats
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beats faint and irregular, and your fpiritual
life is but very low, yet, bleffed be G o p, you
arc not entirely dead: you have fome living
fenfations, fome lively and vigorous exercifesin
religion. 'On the other hand, I doubt not but
fome of you not only were, but ftill are * dead
* in trefpaffes and fins.* - It is not to be ex

ed in our world, at leaﬁ not before the mlllen-.
nium, that we fhall fee fuch a mixed company
together, and all living fouls, Here then is
the difference between you; fome of you are
fpiritually alive, and fome of you are fpiritual-
ly dead : "here the living and the dead are blend-.
¢d together in the fame affembly, on the fame

‘feat, and united in the neareft relations : here

fits a dead foul, there another, and there an--
other, and a few living fouls are fcattered here
and there among them : here is a dead parent
and a living child, or a dead child and a living
parent :- here life ‘and death (O fhocking!) are
united in the bonds of conjugal love, and dwell
under the fame roof : here is a dead fervant and
a living matfter; and there a dead mafter (O
terrible!) commands a living fervant. Should
I trace the diftin&tion beyond this affembly into
the world we fhall find a family here and there
that have a little life; perhaps one, perhaps
two difcover fome vital fymptoms but O what
crowds of dead families! all dead together, and .
no endeavours ufed to bring one another to
life ; a death-like filence about eternal things,
3 deadly ftupor and m(enﬁblhty reign among
them;
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them ; they breathe out no defires and pray-
ers after Gop ; nor does the vital pulfe of love
béat ih their hearts towards him; but, on the
contrary, their fouls are putrifying in fin, which
ig very ‘€mphatically called corruption by the fa-
cred writers ; they are over-run and devoured
their lufts, as worms infult and deftroy the
dead body.  Call to them they will not awake ;
thunder . the terrors of the Lord in their ear’s
they will not hear; offer them all the bleflings
of the gofpel they will hot ftretch out the hand
of faith to receive them: lay the word of Gop, -
the bread of life, before them, they have no
- appetite for it. In fhort, the plain fymptoms
of death are upon them: the animal is alive,
but alas! the fpirit is dead towards Gop. And
~ what an affecting, melancholy view- does this
give of this affembly, and of the world in ge-
neral! ® O that my head wete waters, and mine-
* eyes fountains of tears, that I might weep
# day-and nmight for the flain of the daughter of
= my people!* Weep not for the afflicted, weep
 not over ghaftly corpfes diffolving into their
original. duft, but O weep for dead fouls.
‘Should G o p now ftrike all thofe perfons dead
in this affembly whofe fouls are * dead in tref-
# pafles and fins, fhould he lay them allin pale
corpfes beforé us, like Ananias and Sapphira at
the apoftle’s feet, what numbers of you would
never return from this Houfe more, and what
lamentdtions would there be among the fur-
viving few! One would lofe a hufband ogfa
R wife,
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wife, anather a fon or a daughter, another a
father or 2 mother, and alas! would not.fome
whole familiés be fwept off together, all blend-
ed in one promifcuous death! Such a fight as.
this would ftrike terror into the hardieft heart
among yau. But what is this to a company of
rational fpirits flain and dead in trefpaffes and
fins? How deplorable and inexpreffibly melan~
choly a fight this! Therefore, . .o
--2. * Awake thou that flecpeft, and arife fro

*# dead, that CuRrisT mady give thee light.* This
call is direted ta you dead finners, which is a
fufficient warrant f{r me to exhort and perfuade
you. The principle of reafon is ftill alive in
you; you are alfo fenfible of your own interet,
and feel the workings of felf-love. It is Gop
alone that can quicken you, but he effets this:
by a’ power that does not exclude, but attends
rational inftruions and perfuafions to your un«
derftanding. Therefore, though'T am fure you
-will continue dead ftill if keft to yourfelves, yet
with fome trembling hopes that his power may:
accompany my feeble words, and impregnate
them with life, I call upon, I intreat, I charge
you finners to roufe yourfelves out of your dead
fleep, and feek to obtain fpiritual life. Now,
while my voicg founds in your ears, now, this
moment waft up this prayer, * Lord, pity a,
*dead foul, a foul that has been dead for ten,
“ twenty, thirty, forty years, or more, and
* lain corrupting in fin, and fay unto me, Live:
¢ from this moment let me live unto thee.” Ilf't

' ' ‘ this
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this prayer be ftill upon your heaits: keep your
fouls always in a fupplicating pofture, and who
knows but that he, who raifed Lazaras from

~ the grawe, may give you a fpiritual refurrec-

tion to a more 1mportant life ? But if you wil-
fully continue your fecurity expe&t in a little
time to fuffer the fecond death; the mortifica-
tion will become incurable; and then, though
you will be ftill dead to Gop, yet: you will be
« tremblingly alive all over” to the fenfations
of pain and torture. O that I could gain but
this one requeft of you, which your owh inte-
reft fo ftrongly enforces! but alas!. it has been
fo often refufed that to expect.to prevail is to
bope againft hope. = . .
. 3. Let the children of Gob. be fenfible .of
their great happinefs in being made {piritually
alive. . Lifé is a principle, a capacity. neceffary
for enjoyments of any kind. Without animal
life you would be as incapable of animal plea-
fures as a ftone or a clod; :and without fpiri-

tual life you can no more enjoy the happinefs

of heaven than a beaft or a devil. -This there-
fore is a preparative, a previous qualification,
and a fure pledge and earneft of everlafting
life. How highly then are you diftinguith-
ed, and what caufe have you for gratitude and -
praife! L o |
4. Let us all be fenfible of this important
truth that.it is entirely by grace we are faved.

. This is the inference the apoftle exprefsly makes

from this doftrine; and he is fo full of it, that
: he
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he throws it into a parenthefis (verfe gth)
though it breaks the connetion of his dif-
courfe, and as foon as he has room he refumes
it again, (verfe 8th) and repeats it over and
over in various forms in the compafs of a few
verfes. * By grace are ye faved. — By grace are
# you faved through faith.—1It is the gift of
“ Gob ;—not of youfelves,—not of works,* (ver.
gth). This, you fee, is an inference that feem-
ed of great importance to the apoftle, and
what can more naturally follow from the pre-
mifes? If we weré once dead in fin, certainly
it is owing to the freeft grace that we have
been quickened, therefore, when we furvey
the change, let us cry “ Grace, grace unto

« it.”

&k W
%

SERMON



A AL AN R # N AR, TR S
PR » R » K%*@*K%* KR K R*CR

oS H b S RS M p -
%ﬁé&%ﬁ@%{%&&%ﬁxﬁﬁggggg

SERMON V.,

The Nature and Procefs “of fpiritual .
| Life. -
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But G O D who is rich in mercy, for bis great.
love wherewith be lrved us, even when we were.
dead in fins, bath quickened us together awith
CHRIST. ‘ -

- BXEXT is not my ufual method to weary
% 1 X yourattention by a long confinement
§¥§;§ to one fubjet; and our religion fur-
-nithes us with fuch a boundlefs vari-.
ety of important topics, that a minifter who
makes them his ftudy will find no temptation
to cloy you with repetitions, but rather finds it
difficult to fpeak fo concifely on one fubject, as
to leave room for others of equal importance :
however the fubje® of my laft Difcourfe was.
fo copious and interefting that I cannot dif-
] ~ mifs
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mifs it without a fupplement. I there {hewed
you fome of the fymptoms of fpiritual death,
but I would not leave you dead as I found you ;
and therefere I intend now to. confider the
counterpart of that-fubject, and fthew you the
nature and fymptoms of {piritual life. -

, I doubt not but a number of you have been
made alive to Gob by his quickening Spirit ;
but many, I fear, ftill continue * dead in tref~
« paffes and fins;* and, while fuch are around

me, I cannot help imagining my fituation

fomething like that of the prophet Ezekiel (a)
in the midft of the valley full of dry bones,
fpread far and wide around him; and fhould I
be afked, # Can thefe dry bones, can thefe dead

* fouls live ?* I muft anfwer with him, # O Lord-
* Gop thou knoweft.* ¢ Lord, I {ee no fymp-

« toms of life in them, no tendency ‘towards
«it. I know nothing is impofible to thee: I
« firmly believe ‘thou canft infpire them with
« life, dry.and dead as they are : and what thy
“ defigns are towards them, whether thou in-
« tendeft to exert thy all-quickening power up-
« on them, thou only knoweft, and I would
“ not prefume to determine ; but this I know,

« that, if they are left to themfelves, they will’

‘ continue dead to all eternity; for, O Lord,

« the experiment has been repeatedly tried;’

‘“ thy fervant has over and over made thofe
« quickening applications to them, which thy
‘“ Word, that facred difpenfary, prefcribes, but

' : ‘ “alt

(a) Ch. xxxviis
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* < all in vain; they ftill continue dead towards.

* thee, and lie putrifying more and more in,
“ trefpaffes and fins:. however, at thy com-
“mand, I would attempt the moft unpromif-
* ing undertaking ; I would proclaim even un-
‘¢ to dry bones and dead fouls, #O ye dry bones,
* O ye dead fouls, hear theword of the Lord (z).*
“ I would alfo cry aloud for the animating.
““ breath of the holy Spirit, * Come from the
# four winds and breathe ; breathe upon thefe
# {lain that they may live (4). ’ :
- Ye dead finners, I would make one attempt
more in the name of the Lord to ‘bring you to

. life ; and if I have the leaft hope of fuccefs it

is entirely owing to the encouraging peradven-

_ sure that the quickening Spirit of CHrIsT may

work upon your hearts while I am addrefling
myfelf to your ears. And, O firs, let us all

B keep our-fouls in a praying pofture throughout

this difcourfe. If one of you fhould fall inta
a fwoon or an apoplexy how would all about
you beftir themfelves to bring you to life again |
And alas! fhall dead fouls hie fo thick among

us, in every aflembly, in every family, and thall-
no means be ufed for their recovery? Did
Martha and Mary apply to JEsus witz all the
arts of importunity in behalf of their fick and
deceafed brother, and are there not fome of
you that have dead relations, dead friends and
neighbours, I mean dead in the worlt fenfe,
* dead in trefpafles and fins?* and will you not
Vor. L. M. apply
() Ezek. xxxvii. 4. (¢) Verfe g :

‘
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apply to Jesus the Lord of life, and follow him
with your importunate cries, till he come and

~call them to life? Now let parents turn inter-

ceffors for their children, children for their pa-
rents, friend for friend, neighbour for neigh-
bour, yea enemy for enemy. © fhould we all
take this method we might foon expett to fee
the valley of dry bones full of living fouls, * an
“ exceeding great army (a).* o -

In praying for this great and glorious event,
you do not pray for an impoffibility. Thou-
fandsasdead as they have obtained a joyful refur-
rection by the power of Gop. Here in my text
you have an inftance of a promifcuous-crowd of
Jews and Gentiles that had lain dead in fin to=
gether, and even St Paw/ among them, who
were recovered to life, and are now enjoying
an immortal life in the heavenly regions ; and,

" bleffed be Gop, this fpiritual life is not entirely

extin& among us. Among the multitudes of
dead fouls that we every where meet with we
find here and there a foul that has very diffe-
rent {ymptoms : onee indeed it was like.the reft ;

- but now, while they are quite fenfelefs of divine

things, and have no vital afpirations after Gob,
this foul cannot be content with the richeft afflu-
ence of created enjoyments; it pants and breatlhies
after Gop, it feeds upon his word, 1t feelsan al-

- mightyenergy in eternal things,and receivesvital

fenfations from them. It difcovers life and vi-
gour in devotion, and ferves the living Gop
with pleafure, though it is alfo fubjet to fitsof

, ‘ languifhment,
~ (@) Ezek. xxxvii, 10.
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lan‘guifhment, and at times feems juft expiring;
and to lofe all fenfation. - And whence is thig
vaft difference? Why is this foul fo different

‘from what it - once was, and what thoufands

around fhill are? Why can it not, like themy
and like itfelf formerly, lic dead and fenfelefs in
fin, without any vital impreffions or experi-
ences from Gob or divine.things ? ‘Fhe reafon,
the happy reafon; my brethren, is, this is a
hving foul : ® Gop, out of the greatlove where+
# with he loved it, hath quickened it together

&« with CurisT,” and hence it is alive to him. -
". My prefent defign is to explain the nature -
~ and properties of this divine life, and to fhew.

you the manner in which it is, ufually begun

. 1n the foul: I fhall open with the confideration

of the laft particular. ' ,
- Here you muft obferve, that, though fpiri-
tual life is inftantaneoufly infufed, yet Gon -

" prepares the foul for its reception by a courfe

of prévious operations. He fpent fix days in
the creation of the world, though he might

“have fpoken it into being in an inftant. Thus .

he ufually creates the foul anew after a gra-
dual procefs of preparatory ations. ‘Inform-~ -
ing the firft man, he firft created the chaos out
of nothing, then he digefted it into earth ; on
the fixth day he formed and organized the earth
into a body, with all its endlefs variety of mem-
bers, juices, mufcles, fibres, veins and arteries;
and then, after this procefs, he infpired it with
a living foul, and what was but-a lump of clay
fprung up a perfect man. Thus alfo the {cetus

.M 2 e
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in the womb is for fome months in formation
before the foul or the principle of life is infufed..
In like manner the Almighty proceeds in quick-
ening us with fpiritual life: we all pafs thro’
a courfe of preparation, -though fome through
alonger, and fomea fhorter. And as one rea-
fon why the great Creator took up fo much
time in the creation of the world probably was
_that he might allow the angels time for leifure-
* ly furveys of the aftonifhing procefs, fo he may
advance thus gradually in the new creation,
that we may obferve the various fteps of the
operation, and make proper reflections upon
itin future life. My prefent defign is to. trace
thefe fteps to their grand refult that you may
know whether ever divine grace has carried you .
through this gracious procefs. | ‘
_ - And that you may not fall into needlefs per-
~ plexities it may be neceffary for me to premife
farther that there is a great variety in thefe
preparatory operations, and in the degrees of
fpiritual lite, Indeed the difference is only cir=
cumftantial, for the work is fubftantially the
fame, and fpiritual /ife is fubftantially the fame
in all; but then, in fuch- circumftances as the
length of time, the particular external means,
the degree of previous terror, and of fubfequent
joy and vitality, &c. Gop exercifes a fove~
reign freedom, and fhews that he has a variety
of ways by which to accomplith his end ; and
it is no matter how we obtained if we have
but fpiritual life, I fhall therefore endeavour
' to
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to confine myfelf to the fubftance of this work
without its peculiarities in' different fubjects;
and, when I cannot avoid defcending to parti-
culars, I fhall endeavour fo to diverfify them,
as that they may be eafily adapted to the va-
rious cafes of different Chriftians. To draw
their common lineaments, whereby they may
be diftinguithed from all others, is fufficient to
my prefent purpofe; whereas to draw the par~
ticular lineaments, or peculiar features, where-
by they may be diftinguifhed from one another,
is a very difficult tafk, and cannot be of any
great fervice to what I have now in defign.

I have anly one thing more to premife, and
that is, that the way by which divine grace pre~

* pares a finner for fpiritual life, is by working

upon all the principles of the rational life, and
exciting him to exert them to the utmoft to ob-

. tainit. Here it is proper for you to recolle¢t
‘what I obferved in my laft difcourfe, that evert

a finner dead in trefpafles and fins is alive,, and
capable of action in other refpects: he can not
only perform the actions, and feel the fenfa-
tions of animal life, but he can alfo exercife his
intellectual powers about intelleCtual objects;
and even about divine things; he is capable ‘of
thinking of thefe, and of receiving fome imprei-

. fions from them : he is alfo capable of attending

upon the ordinances of the Gofpel, and perform-
ing the external duties of religion. Thefe things
a finner may do, and yet be dead in fin. Indeed

he will not exercife his natural powers about
M 3 thefp.
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thefe things while left to himfelf: he has the
power, but then he has no difpofition to employ
it: he is indeed capable of: meditating upon fpi-
ritual things, but what does this avail when he
will not turn his mind to-fuch objeéts ? or if
he does, he confiders them as mere fpecula-
tions, and not as the moft interefting and im-
portant realities. How. few, or how fuper-
ficial and unaffefting are a finner’s thoughts of

. them! Heaven and hell are objects that may

ftrike the paffions, and raife the joys and fears
of a natural man, but in genéral he is little or
nothing imprefled with them. He is capable of
prayer, hearing, and ufing the means of grace,
but I believe, if you make obfervations upon the
conduét of mankind, that you will find they are

~'put feldom employed in thefe duties, or that

they perform them in fuch a carelefs’ manner
that they have no tendency to an{wer the end of

- their inftitution.  In {hort, the more I know of

mankind I have the lower opinion of what
they will do in religion when left to themfelves,
They have a natural power, and we have feen
‘all poffible means ufed with them to excite
them to put it forth, but alas! all is in vain,
and nothing will be done to purpofe till Gon
ftir them up to exert their natural abilities;
and this he performs. as a preparative for fpiri-

- tual life. He brings the finner to exert all his

active powers in feeking this divine principle:
pature does her utmoft, and all outward means
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are tried before a fupernatural principle is im-
planted.

The evangelift Fobn has given us the hiftory
of the refurrection of the dead body of Laza-
rus after it had been four days in the grave,
and I would now give you the hiftory of a.:more
glorious refurretion, the refurretion of a foul
that had lain dead for menths and years, and
yet is at laft quickened by the fame almighty
power with a divine and immortal life. :
- Should T exemply it by a particular in-
ftance, I might fix upon this or that perfon in
this affembly, and remind you, and inform
others of the procefs of this work in your fouls.
And O! how happy are fuch of you that you
may be produced as inftances in this cafe!

- You lay, for ten, twenty, thirty years or
more, dead in trefpaffes and fins; you did not
breathe and pant like a living foul after Gobp
and holinefs ; you had little more fenfe of the
burden of fin than a corps of the preflure of a
mountain; you had no appetite for the living
bread that came down from heaven; the vital
pulfe of facred paffions did not beat in your

 hearts towards G op and divine things, but you

lay putrifying in fin; filthy lufts preyed upon
you like worms on the bodies of the dead; you
{pread the contagion of fin around you by your
converfation and example, like the ftench and

‘corrupt effluvia of a rotting carcafls; you were -

odious and abominable to Gop, fit to be thut

vp in the infernal pit out of his fight ; -and you
R M 4 were
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were objects of horror and lamentation to all
that knew, and duly confidered your cafe, your
deplorable cafe. During this time many quick-
ening applications were made to you; you had
friends that ufed all means to bring you ta life
-again, but alas! all in vain; confcience proved
your friend, and pierced and chafed you, to
“bring you to fome feeling, but you remained.
ftill fenfelefs, or'the {fymptoms of life foon va- -
nifhed. - Gop did not caft you away as irreco-
verably dead, but ftirred and agitated you
within, and ftruggled long with the principles
" of death to fubdue them: and, if it was your
happy lot to live under a faithful miniftry, the
living oracles that contain the feeds of the di-
vine'life were applied to you with care and fo-
licitude. The terrors of the Lord were thunder-
ed in your ears to awaken you. The experi-
ment of a Saviour’s dying love, and the rich
~ grace of the Gofpel, was repeatedly tried upon
you : now you were carried within hearing of
the heavenly mufic, and within fight of the
glories of ‘Paradife to try if thefe would charm
you: now you were, as it were, held over the
flames of hell, that they might by their pun-
gent pains fcorch and ftartle you into life,
Providence alfo concurred with thefe applica-
tions, and tried to recover you by mercies and
judgments, ficknefs and health, lofes and pof-
{=flions, difappointments and fucceffes, threat-
nings and deliverances. If it was your unhap-
py lot to lie among dead fouls like yourfelf
4 . : . yoq
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you had indeed but little pity from them, nay

they and Satan were plying you with their opi-- -
- ates and poifon to confirm the deadly fleep.

And O! how aftonifhing is it that you fhould:
be quickened in a charnel-houfe, in the man-
fions of the dead, with dead fouls lying all
round you! But if it was your happinefs to be

in the fociety of the living, they pitied you, they.

ftirred and agitated you with their warnings
and perfuafions, they, like Martha and Mary
in behalf of their deceafed brother, went to
Jesus with their cries and importunities, * Lord,
“ my child, my parent, my fervant, my neigh-
“ bour is dead, O come and reftore him to life !
« Lord, if thou hadft been here, he would not -

- # have died, but even now I know it is nottoo

= late for thee toraife him.* Thus when one is
dead in our heavenly Father’s family, the whole
houfe thould be alarmed; and all the domeftics
be bufy in trying to bring him to life again.
But O! refleét with fhame and forrow how

* long all thefe quickening applications were in

vain ; you ftill lay in a dead fleep, or, if at times
you feemed to move, and gave us hopes you
were coming to life again, you foon relapled,
and grew as fenfelefs as ever. And alas! are
there not fome of you in this condition to this
very moment? O deplorable fight! May- the
hour come, and O that this may be the hour;,

- in which fuch dead fouls # thall hear the voice

¢ of the Son of Gop and live (a) ¥ .
(2) John v, 25. :

i '
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- Bat-as to fuch of you in whom T would ex-
emplify this hiftory of a fpiritual refurreétion, .
when your cafe was thus deplorable, and feem-
ingly helplefs, the happy hour, the time of love
came, when you muft ive. When all thefe ap-
plications had 'been nnfuccefsful the all-quick-
ening Spirt of Gap determined to'exert more
of hisenergy, and work mare effectually upon
you. Perhaps a verfe in your Bible, a fen-
tence in'a fermon, an dlarming providence, the
conwerfation of a pious friend, or fomething that
unexpelledly ocaurred to your own thoughts,
firft ftruck your minds with unufual force; you
faund you could nat hacden yourfelves agamf(t
& as you were wont todo ; it was attended with:
a power you never before had felt, and which
you could not refift : this made you thoughtful

and penfive, and tixmed your minds to objects . -

that you were wont to negle& ; this made you
ftand and paufe, and think of the ftate of your
nogleted fouls: you began to fear matters were
wrong with you ; < What will become of me
~ *shen I leave this world? where fhall I yefide
“ for ewer? Am -1 prepared for the eternal
+ ¢ world ? How:have 1 {pent my life?” Thefe,and
the Like enquiries. put you to a ftand, and you

could nat pafs over them fo fuperficially as you

ware wont to do; your fins now appeared to

you in amew light ; you were fhocked and fur-

“prized at their malignant nature, their num-
ber, their aggravations, and their dreadful

ronfequences. The great Gop, whom you were
. -~ wont
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wont to negle&, appeared to you as 4 Being
that demanded your regard; you faw he was
indeed awvenerable, awful, majeftic Being, with
whom you had the moft important concern : in
fhort, you faw that fuch a life as you had led
would never bring you to héaven: 'you faw you
muft make religion more your bufinefs than you
had ever done,’ and hereupon you altered your
former courfe; you broke off from feveral of
your vices, you deferted your extravagant com-
pany, and you began to frequent the throne
of grace, to ftudy religion, and atténd upon its
inftitutions, and this youdid with fome degree
of earneftnefs and folicitude. : :
When you were thus reformed, you began
to flatter yourfelves that you had eicaped out
of your dangerous condition, and fecured the
divine favour : now you began to view your-
felves. with fecret felf-applaufe as true Chrifti»
ans; but all this time the reformation was on-
ly outward, and there was no new principle of
a divine fupernatural life implanted in your
hearts ; you had not the generous paffions and
fenfations of living fouls towards Gop, but att-
ed entirely from natural, felfith ~princi&lcs : you
had no clear heart-affecting views of the intrin-
fic evil, and -odious nature of fin, confidered
in itfelf, nor of the entire univerfal corrup-
tion of your nature, and the neceflity not on-
Jy of adorning your outer man by an external
reformation, but of aninward change of heart
by the almighty power of Gop.: you were not
DR - ' deeply -
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deeply fenfible of the extent and fpirituality of
the divine Law, nor of the infinite purity and
inexorable juftice of the Deity: you had no
. love for religion and virtue for their own fakes,
but only.on account of their happy confequen-
ces.. Indeed your love of novelty and a regard
‘to your. own happinefs might fo work upon
you for a time that you might have very raif-
ed and delightful paffions 1n religious duties,
but all your religion at that time was a mere
fyftem of felfithnefs, and you had no generous
difinterefted delight.in holinefs for its own ex-
cellency, nor did you heartily, relifh the ftrict-
nefs. of pure, living religion: you were alfo
under the government of a felf-righteous fpirit :
our own good works were the ground of your
{opcs, and you had no relifh for the mortify-
~ ing doétrine of falvation through the mere mer-
cy of Gop and the righteoufnefs of Jesus
CarisT: though your education taught you to
acknowledge CurisT as the only Saviour, and
afcribe all your hopes to his death, yet in re-
- ality he was of very little importance in your
religion ; he had but little place in your heart
- and affe&ions, even when you urged his name
as your only plea at the throne of grace: in
fhort, you had not the fpirit of the Gofpel, nor
any fpiritual life within you. And this 15'all the
religion with which multitudes are contented :
with this they obtain a name that they live, but
in the fight of Gop, and in reality, they are
dead; and had you been fuffered to reft here,
o ' according
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according to your own defire, you would have
been dead ftill.

But Gop, who is rich (O how inconceivably
rich!) in mercy, for the great love wherewith
he loved you, refolved to carry on his work in
you ; and therefore, while you were flattering
yourfelves, and elated with a preud conceit of
the happy change in your condition, he furpriz-
ed you with a very different view of your cafe:
he opened your eyes farther, and then you faw,

you felt thofe things, of which till then you had .

little fenfe or apprehenfion, fuch as the corrup-
tion of your hearts, the awful ftrictnefs of the
divine Law, your utter inability to yield perfect
obedience,and the neceflity of an inward change
of the inclinations and relifhes of your foul
Thefe, and a great many other things of a like
nature broke in upon your minds with ftriking
evidence, and a kind of almighty energy; and
now you faw you were ftill “dead in fin,* weak,
‘indifpofed, averfetowards fpiritual things, and
* dead in law,* condemned to everlafting death
and mifery by its righteous fentence :. now you
fet about the duties of religion with more ear-
neftnefs than ever ; now you prayed, you heard,
and ufed the other means of grace as for your
life, for you faw that your eternal life was in-
deed at ftake ; and now, when you put the mat-
ter to a thorough trial, you were more fenfible
than ever of your own weaknefs, and the diffi-
culties in your way. < O! who would have
- < thought iny heart had been fo depraved that

. (14 lt
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« it fhould thusfly off from Gonb, and ftruggle
« and reluctate againft returning tohim?” fuch
was then your language. Alas! you found
yourfelves quite helplefs, and all your efforts:
feeble and ineffectual; then you perceived your-
felves really dead:inr fin, and that you muft con-
tinue fo to’ all eternity, unlefs quickened by a
power infinitely fuperior to yourown: not that
~ you lay flothful and inactive at this time:; no,
never did you exert. yourfelves. fo vigoroufly i
all your life, never did you befiege the throne
of graee with fuch earneft importunity, never
did you hear and read with fuch eager atten-
tion, or make fuch a vigorous refiftance againft
fin and temptation : all your natural powers
were exerted to.the higheft pitch, for hiow you
faw your cafe required it: but you found all
your moft vigorous endeavours infufficient, and
you were fenfible that, without the affiftance of
a fuperior power, the work.of religion could ne~
ver be eﬁ?e&ed;

Now you were: reduced very low indeed.
While you imagined you could render your-
felves fafe by a reformation in your own power
you were not much .alarmed at your condition,
though you faw it bad. But O! to feel your-
felves dead in fin, and that you cannot help
yourfelves ; to fee yourfelves in a ftate of con-
demnation, liable to. execution every moment,
and yet to find all your own endeavours utterly
infufficient to relieve you; to be obliged, after
all you had done, to lie at mercy, and confefs

that
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that you were as deferving of everlafting punifh-
ment as ever the moft notorious eriminal was:
of the ftroke of public juftice: this. was a ftate
of extreme dejection, terror, and amxiety -
deed. ‘The proud, felf-confident creature was:
never thoroughly mortified and humbled till
now, when he is flain by the Law, and entire+’
ly cut off from all hopes from himfelf.

And now, finding you could not fave your-
felves, you begun to caft ahout you, and look:
out for another to fave you: now you were
more fenfible than ever of the abfolute need of
Jesus, and you cried and reached after himy,,
and ftirred up yourfelves to take hold of him.
The Gofpel brought the free offer of him to
your ears, and you would fain have accepted of
him; but here new difficulties arofe. Alas}
you did not think yourfelves good enough to.
accept of him, and hence you took a great deal
of fruitlefs pains to make yourfelves better : you
alfo found your hearts ftrangely averfe to the
Gofpel-method of falvation, and, though afenfe
of your neceflity made you try to work up your-
felves to an approbation of it, yet you could not
affeCtionately acquiefce in it, and cordially re--
lith it.

And now, how melancholy was your fitu~
ation ! you were * fhut up to the faith (2);+
there was no other pofiible way of efcape, and
yet, alas! you could not take this way: now
you were ready to cry, I am cut off: my

‘ " “ ftrength

(¢) Gal iii. 23,
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= ftrength and my hope are perithed from the

= Lord ;* but, blefled be Gop, he did not leave-

you in this condition. Man’s extremity of dif~
trefs is Gop’s opportunity for relief and falva-
tion, and fo you found it.
Now the procefs of preparatory operations is
“juft come to a refult. Now it is time for Gop
to work, for nature has done her utmoft, and
has been found utterly infufficient: now it is
roper a divine fupernatural principle fhould be
mfufed, for all the principles of nature have

+ failed, and the proud finner is obliged to own -

it, and ftand ftill, and fee the falvation of Gobp.
In this fituation you wanted nothing but fuch
* a divine principle to make you living Chriftians
indeed.  Thefe preparatives were like the taking
away the ftone from the fepulchre of Lazarus,
which was a prelude of that almighty voice
which called him from the dead. Now you
appear to me like the dry bones in Ezekiel’s vi-
fion, in one ftage of the operation.  After there
had-been a noife, and a fhaking among them,
and the bones had come together, bone to his
bone: * I beheld, fays he, and lo the finews

*# and the fleth came up upon them, and the

# fkin covered them above; but there was no
* breath in them () :* this was all that was
wanting to make them living men. In like
manner you at this time had the external ap-
pearance of ‘Chriftians, but you had no divine
fupernatural life in you ; you were but the fair

(;z) Ezek. xxxvii. 8.

carcafes

—
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carcafes of Chriftians; your religion had a body
compleatly formed, but it had no foul in it, and,
had the holy Spirit now given over his work;
you would have continued dead {till.

But now the important crifis is come, when
he who ftood over the grave of Lazarus, and
pronounced the life-reftoring mandate, * La-
¥ zarus come forth ;**when he who breathed in-
to Adam the breath of life, and made hima
living foul ; I fay, now the crifis is come, when

“he will implant the principles of life in your
fouls ; fuddenly you feel the amazing change,
and find you are ating from principles entire-
1y new to you; for now your hearts that were
wont to relu@ate, and ftart back from Gob,
rife to him with the ftrongeft afpirations: now
the way of falvation through Curist, which

ou could never relifh before, appears all ami-
able and glorious, and captivates your whole
fouls.  Holinefs has lovely and powerful

“charms, which captivate you to the moft wil-
ling obedience, notwithftanding your former
difguﬁ to it; and, though once you were ena-

~ moured with fin, or difliked it only becaufe
you could not indulge it with impunity, it now
appears to you a mere mafs of corruption and
deformity, an abominable thing, which you
hate above all other things on earth or in hell.

At this juntture you were animated with a new -

life in every faculty of your fouls, and hergupon,
yau felt theinftincts, the appetites, 'the fympa-
Vor. L. N - -7 thies
{(e) Eph. iv. 18, o
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thies and-antipathies. of a new life, 2 divine
life, juftly ftiled by the apoftle * the life of
s Gop;* thelife of Gop in the foul of man.
The pulfe of facred paffions began to beat to-
wards fpiritual objects; the vital warmth of
love fpread itfelf through your whole frame ;
you breathed out your defires and prayers be-
fore Gop; like a new-born infant you began
to cry after him, ‘and at times you have learned
‘to Lifp his name with filial endearment, and
- .cry * Abba, Father;* you hungred and thirft-
ed after righteoufnefs, and as every kind of life
mutft have its proper nourifhment, fo your fpi-
ritual life fed upon CuRrist, the living bread,
_and the fincere milk of his: word. You alfo
felt a new fet of fenfations; divine things now
made deep and tender impreffions upon you; the
great realities of religion and eternity now affect-
.ed you in a manner unknown before ; you like-
wife found your fouls aftuated with life and
_vigour in the fervice of Gop, and in the duties.
;you owed to mankind. This ftrange alteration,
no doubt, filled you with furprize and amaze-
ment, fomething like that of 4dam when he
found himfelf ftart into life out of his eternal
non-exiftence. With thefe new fenfations eve-
ry thing appeared to you in a quite different
Light, and you could not but wonder that you
l;ad never perceived them in that manner be-
ore. . R :
~ Thus, my dear brethren, when you were
- .¢ven dead in fin, G o D quickened you togetl.aeﬁ'
o : wit
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with Curist. It is true the principle of life
might be very weak at firft, like the life of a
new-born infant, or a feetus juft animated in
the womb: nay, it may be but very weak ftill,
and. at times may languith, and feem juft expir-
ing in the agonies of death; but, blefled be the
quickening Spirit of CurisT, fince the happy
hour of your refurretion you have never been,
and you never will be to all eternity, what you
‘once were, ¥ dead in trefpafles and fins.# Should
T give you your own hiftory fince that time,.it
would be to this purpofe, and you will difcern
many fymptoms of life in it. You have often
“known what ficknefs of foul ‘is, as well as of
body; and fometimes it has rifen to fuch a height
as to endanger your fpiritual life.  The feeds of
fin that ftill lurk in your conftitution, like the
rinciples of death, or a deadly poifon circu-
ating through your veins, have often ftruggled
.~ for the maftery, and caft you into languifhin
or violent diforders; then was the divine life
opprefled, and you could not freely draw
the breath of prayér and pious defires ; you loft
the appetite for the word of Gop, and what you
received did not digeft well, and turn to kindly
nourifhment ; the pulfe of facred paffions beat
- faint and irregular, the vital heat decayed, and
you felt a death-like cold creeping upon you
and benumbing you. Sometimes you have
“been afflited, perhaps, with convulfions of vio-
- lent and outrageous paffions, with the dropfy
of infatiable defires affer things below, withthe
: N2 lethargy

2
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Jethargy of qakﬁal’fcphri’ty,',!,oxj' the feverof Juft :
at other times you have felt an univerfal difor-
der through your whole frame, "and you hardly
~ knew what ailed you, only you were fure your
fouls were not well; but perhaps your moft
common_diforder ‘that feizes you is a kind ‘of
confumption, 3 lownefs of fpirits, a languor
iand weaknefs, the want of appetite for your
Ypiritual food, or perhaps a naufea and difguft
‘towards it; you alfo live in a country very un-
.wholfome to living fouls ; you dwell among the
dead, and catch contagion from_the converfa-
~tion of thofe around you, and this heightens
the difprder : ‘add further, that old ferpent the
devil labours to infe& you yith his deadly poi-
_fon, and increafe the peccant humours by. his
“temptations : .at fuch times you can’ hardly feel
- any workings’of fpiritual life in you, and ydu
~fear you are entirely dead; but examine ftrict-
1y, and you will difcover fome vital fymptoms
even in this bad habit of foul : for does not your
“new nature exert itfelf to work off the diforder?
. Are not your fpirits In a ferment, and do you
not feel yourfelves in exquifite pain, or at leaft
_greatly uneafy? Give all the world to'a fick
.. man, and he defpifes it all: « O give me my
.« health, fays he, or you give me nothing.” So .
itis with you; nothing can content you, while
- your fouls are thus out of order. Do you not
. long for their recovery,.that you may go about
- your bufinefs again; I mean that you may en-
_&age in the fervice of Gop with all the vigour
of



Serm. 5. of Jpiritual Life. 181
of health ? and do you not app}y to CHRIST as
your only phyfician in this condition ¥ And O1
what an healing balm is his blood ! ‘what a re-
viving cordial is his love! and how kindly does
his Spirit purge off the corrupt humours, and
fubdue the principles of fin and'death! Hasnot
experience tau'gh?ypg the meaning of the apo-
ftle' when he fays, # CurisT is our life;* And
~ # I live, yet not I, but Car1st liveth in me (a) ##
Do you not percejve that Cx rIST is your vital
head, and that you revivé or languifh juft as
he communicates or withholds his influence ?
And have you riot been taught in the fame way
what is the meaning of that éxpreffion fo ofteh
repeated, * The juit fhall live by his faith (5)?=
Do you ‘not find'that faith is, a it were, the
grand ‘drtery by. which ‘you derive life’ from
CurisT, and by which it’is circuldted thro’ your
whole frame; and that when faith languifhés,
then you weaken, - pine away, -and perhaps‘fall
into a fwoon, as though you were quite dead?
Are you not careful of the health of your fouls ?
You endeavour to keep them warm with the
love of Gop; you fhun thofe fickly regions as
far as you can, where the examplé and conver-
fation of the wicked fpread their deadly infec-
‘tion, and you love to dwell among living fouls,
and breathe in their wholfome air. “Upon the
whole, it is evident, notwithftanding your fte-
" quent indifpofitions, you have fome life within
you: life takes occafion to fthew itfelf, even
S N3 - from

() Gal.ii. 20, (8} Hab.%i. 4 Rom.i.17. Gal.iii r1.
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from your diforders. It is a plain fymptom of
it, that' you have- fomething within you that
makes fuch a vigorous refiftance againft the
principles of fin and death, and thraws your
whole frame intg a ferment, till it has wrought
off the diftemper. In fhort, you have the fen-
fations, the fy_mpathies and antipathies, the plea-
fures and pains of living fouls. o
: And is it fo indeed ? Then from this moment
begin to rejoice and blefs. the Lord, who raifed
- you to fpiritual life, Q let the hearts he has
"quickened beat with his love; let the lips he
has opened, when quivering in death, fpeak his
praife, and devote that life to him which he
has given you, and which he ftill fupports.
Confider what a divine and noble kind of life
he has given you. It is 3 capacity and aptitude
for the moft exalted and divine fervices and en-
joyments. Now you have a relith for the Su-
preme Good as your happinefs, the only proper
food for your immortal fouls, and he will not
fuffer you to hunger and thirft in vain, but will
fatisfy the appetites he has implanted in your
nature, You have fome fpirit and life in his
fervice, and are not like the dead fouls around
you, that are all alive towards other objects,
but abfolutely dead towards him: you havealfa
noble and exalted fenfations; you are capable of
a fet of pleafures of a more refined and fublime
nature than what are relithed by groveling fin-
" pers. From your inmoft fouls you deteft and
naufeate whatever is meap, bafe, and abomi-
age _ S b,
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nable, and you can feaft on what is pure, ami-
able, excellent, and worthy of your love. Your
vitiated tafte for trafh and poifon is cured, and
you feed upon heavenly bread, upon food agree-
able to the contftitution of your fpiritual nature ;
and hence you may infer your meetnefs for the
heavenly world, that region of perfect vitality.
You have a difpofition for its enjoyments and
fervices, and this is the grand preparative. Gop
will not encumber the heaven of his glory with
dead fouls, nor-infect the pure falubrious air
of Paradife with the poifon of their corruption;
but the everlafting doors are always open for
living fouls, and not one of them fhall ever be
excluded: nay the life of heaven is already
within you ; the life that reigns with immortal
health and vigour above is the very fame with
that which works'in your breafts; only there it
is arrived to maturity and perfection, and here
itis in its radiments and weaknefs. Your ani-
mal life, which was hardly perceivable in the
womb, was the very fame with that which now
poflefles you, only now it is come to perfection.
Thus you are now angels in embryo, the feetus,
might I be allowed the expreflion,_ of glorified
immortals; and when you are born out of the
womb of time into the eternal world, this feeble
fpark of fpiritual life will kindle and blaze, and
render you as ative and vigorous as ¢ the rapt
« ferapl}; that adores and burns.,” Then you
will feel no more weaknefs, no more languors,
no more qualms of indifpofition ; the poifon of
. N 4 ' tempta-
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temptation, dnd the contagion of bad example:
cannot reach. you there, and the inward feeds
of ficknefs and death will be purged entirely -

~ out of your fouls: you will be got quite out af

this fickly country, and breathe a pure reviving

" air, the natural element of your fouls. -There

you will find the fountain, yea whole rivers of
the waters of life, of which you will drink in
}a?ge draughts for ever and ever, and which wilk
infpire you with immortal life and vigour. O
how happy are you in this fingle gift of fpirituat
life! this 1s'a hife that cannot perifh even inthe
ruins of the world. What though you muft ere

~_long yield your mortal bodies and animal ife to

]

death and rottennefs? your moft important life
is immortal, and fubjeé to no fuch diffolution;
and therefore be courageous in the name of the
Lord, and bid defiance to all the calamities of
life, and all the terrars of death; for “ your
# life is hid with CurisT in Gop; and when
*Curist who is your kife fhall appear, then
* fhall you alfo appear with him in glory (2).%
. -I would willingly go on in this ftrain, and
leave the pulpit with a relith of thefe delight-
ful truths upon my {pirit; but, alas! I muft

" turn my addrefs to another fet of perfons in

this affembly : but # where is the Lord Gop of . -
# Elijab® who reftored the Shumamite's fon ta
life by means of that prophet? I am going ta
«all to the dead, .and I know they will not hear,
unlefs he attend my feeble voice with his al-
s - mighty

[4) Col. iiis 3, 4,
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. mighty power. I would pray over yeu, like
E_Izjg’a_b);v%g the dead child,P" LordyGob, let
# this finner’s life come into him again ().*
Are not the living and the dead promiftuouly:
blended in this aflembly? Here 1s 3 dead fouz
there another, and there anothey. all aver the
‘houfe, and here and there a few living foulg
thinly fcattered among them. Have you ever
been carried through fuch a })rcparatory pro-
cefs as I have defcribed? ar if you are uncer-
tain about this, as fome may be who. are ani-
mated with fpiritual life, enquire, have you
the feelings, the appetites “gverfions, the
pleafing and the painful fenfations of livj
fouls ? Methinks canfcience bregks its filence
in fome of yoy whether you will or not, and
cﬁe;, « r(:ago; there is not a fpark of life ip
¢ this breaft.”

Well, my or@frieuds, (far fo I may
call you) I hope you will ferioufly attend tq
what I am gaing ferioufly to fay to you. X
~ have no bad defign upan you, but anly to re-
ftore you to life. And though your cafe is
yeally difcouraging, yet I haope it is not quite
defperate. The principles of nature, reafon
felf-love, joy and fear are flill alive in you, anci ,
you are capable of fome application ta diving
things. And, as I told you, it is upan the prin-
ciples of nature that Gop is wont to worli(), to

~ prepare the foul for the infufion of a fuperna-

tyral Lfe. And thefe I woyld now work up-
' - an
(a) 1 Kings xvii. 21. !
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on, in hopes you are not proof againft-confi--

derations of the greateft weight and energy. I

earneftly beg you would lay to heart fuch things’
as thefe. N - SRR

- Can you’ content yourfelves with an anima

Iife, the life of beafts, with that fuperflity,
reafin, juft to render you a more ingenious and
 felf-tormenting kind of brutes; more artful in
gratifying your -fordid appetites, and yet ftill

uneafy for want of an unknown fomething; a .

care that the brutal world, being deftitute of
‘reafon, are unmolefted with? O! have you
no ambition to be animated with a divine im
mortal life, the life of Gop? =~ .

Can you be contented with a mere temporal
life, when your fouls muft exift for ever?
That infinite world beyond the grave is reple-
nifhed with nothing but the terrors of death to
. you, if you are deftitut@8¥¥piritual life. And
O can you bear the thought of refiding among
its grim and ghattly terrors for ever? -

Are you contented to be cut off from Gop,
as a mortified member from the body, and te
be banithed for ever from all the joys of his

prefence?  You cannot be admitted to heaven

without fpiritual life. Hell is the fepulehre for
dead fouls, and thither you muft be fent, if
you ftill continue dead. And does not this
- thought affeét you? - '
Confider alfo now is the only time in which
{ou can be reftored to life. And O -will you
et it pafs by without improvement? shal

o
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Shall all the means that have been ufed for -
your revival be in vain? Or the ftrivings of
the Spirit, the alarms of your own confciences, -
the bleflings and chaftifements of providence,
the perfuafions, tears, and lamentations of your
living friends, O! fhall all thefe be in vain?
Can you bear the thought? Surely no. There-
fore, O heave and ftruggle to burft the chains
of death. Cry mightily to Gop to quicken
you. Ufe all the means of vivification, and
avoid every deadly and contagious thing.

"I know not, my brethren, how this thought
will affet us at parting to-day, that we have
left behind us many a dead foul. But fuppofe
we fhould leave as many bodies here behind
us, as there are of dead fouls among us; fup-
pofe every finner deftitute of fpiritual life, thould
now be ftruck dead before usy, O how would
this floor be overlaid with dead corpfes! How

.few of us would efcape? What bitter lamen-

tations and tears would be among us! One
would lofe a hufband, or a wife, another a
child, or a parent, another a friend, or a neigh-
bour, And have we hearts to mourn, and
tears to fhed over fuch an event as this, and
have we no compaffion for dead fouls? Is there
none to mourn over them? Sinners, if you
will ftil] continue dead, there are fome here to-
. day who part with you with this with, * O
@ that my head were waters, and mine eyes
- # fountains of tears, that I might weep ag
.7 an
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% my, people.” Am that our, moturnings

13y, reach, the ¢ars of, Lord«o life, and that
you, might b qmdsenc rom your death in.

trcpaﬂ'es and, fing.!.. Mn, aq Apen,
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Poor and contrite Spmts the Obje&s
of ' the divine Favour.
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To this man will I ok ;- even 0 bim that is
and’ of @ contrite . fpirit, a:d trembletb at iy
sivord.

. ‘m S we confift of ahimal bodtes as well
-)i A N as immortal fouls, and are endéowed
¥ % ‘withi corporeal fenfes as'well as ra-
Sextxeedd tional powers, Gop, who has wifely
- adapted our religion to our mrake,
req\nres bodily' as’ well ‘as fpifituat worfhip, 4nd *
commands us hot orly to exercife the inwatd
wers of our’minds iri proper acts of devotion,
ut ‘alfo to exprefs our inward devotion in fuit-
j1)‘Ie external ‘altions; and to attend upon Him
in the fenfible outward ordinances which ‘he kas
“‘appointed. Thiusit is under the gofpel; ‘but
it _was more remarkablyfo “under -the :law,
“which, compared with the pure and fpmtual
worfhip
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worfhip of the gofpel, was a fyftem of carnal
ordinances, and required a great deal of exter-
‘nal pomp and grandeur, and bodily fervices.
Thus a coftly and magnificent ftrutture was
‘ereted, by divine direttion, in-the wildernefs, -
- called the tabernacle, becaufe built in the form
of a tent, and ‘moveable from place to place,
~ and afterwards a moft ftately temple was built
by Solomon with immenfe coft, where the divine
worfhip fhould be ftatedly celebrated, and where
all the males of Jfrae/ thould folemnly meet for
that purpofe three times in the year. “
Thefe externals were not intended to exclude
. the internal worfhip of the Spirit, but to ex-
prefs and affift it. And thefe ceremonials were
not to be put into the place of morals, but ob-
ferved as helps to the practice of them, and to
prefigure the great Mefliah. Even under the
mofaic difpenfation Gop had the greateft regard
to holinefs of heart, and a good life, and the
ftriCteft obferver of ceremonies could not be ac-
~cepted without them. L
But it is natural to degenerate mankind to
invert the order of things, to place a part, the
_eafieft and meaneft part of religion, for the
~whole of it, to reft in the externals of religion
~ as fufficient, without regarding the heart, and
. to, depend upon a pharifaical {trictnefs in cere-
~momial obfervances as an excufe or atonement
for negleéting the weightier matters of the law,

judgment, mercy, and faith.
- -  'This
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This was the unhappy error of the Jews in
Jaiak’s time; and this the Lord would corret
in the firft verfes of this chapter. n

The Jews gloried in their having the houfe
of Gop among them, and were ever trufting in
vain words, faying, * The temple of the Lord,
# the temple of the Lord, the temple of the
“ Lord are thefe (¢).* They filled his altars
with coftly facrifices, and in thefe they trufted
to make atonement for fih, and fecure the di-
~vine favour.

- As to their facrifices Gop lets them know,
that while they had no regard to their morals,
but chofe their own ways, and their fouls de-
lighted in their abominations, while they pre-
- fented them in a formal manner, without the
fire of divine love, their facrifices were fo far
from procuring his acceptance that they were
odious to him. He abhors their moft expen-
five offerings as abominable and profane. He

@ that killeth an ox for facrifice,” is as far from

" being accepted, “ as if he unjuftly flew a man;
# he that facrificeth a lamb, as if he cut off a
_# dog’s neck, &c ()" |
"~ To remove this fuperftitious confidence in
the temple, the Lord informs them that he had
no need of it; that, large and magnificent as it
was, 1t was not fit to contain him, and that, in
_ confecrating it to him, they fhould not proudly
" think that they had given him any thing to
which he had no prior right. - ¢ Thus fai}txh
i ’ « the

(a) Jerovii. 4. (8) Ifaiah lxvi. 3.
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* the Lord, the heaven is my throne, where I
« reign confpicuous in the vifible majefty and
« grandeur of a Gop; and though 't'l)e earth
« 1s not adorned with fuch illuftrious difplays
¢ of my immediate prefence, though it does
¢ not fhine in all the glory of my royal palace -
« on high, yetitisa 'Etﬂe province in my im-
“ menfe empire, and fubject to my authority;
“ it is my footftool. If then heaven is my
-« throne, and earth is my footftool, if the
«« whole creation is my kingdom, where is thé
* houfe that ye build unto me? where is your
“ temple which appears fo ftately in your eyes?
- ¢ jt is vanifhed, it 1s funk into nothing. Isit
"« gble to contain that infinite Being to whom
 the whole earth is but a humble footftool,
* and the vaft heaven but a throne? Can you
« vainly imagine that my prefence can be con-
¢ fined to you in the narrow bounds of a tem-
« ple; when the heaven, and the. heaven of
** heavens cannot contain me? Where is the
« place of my reft? can you provide a place
« for my repofe, as though I were weary? or
« can my prefence be reftrained to one place,
t¢ incapable of a&ting beyond the prefcribed li-
« mits? No; infinite fpace only can equal
“ my bemg and perfections; infinite fpace -
“ only is a fufficient fphere for my opera-
¢ tions.” S '
« Can you imagine you can bribe my fa-
- ¢ vour, anyc? give n%e forr);,ething I had n?)?ight ‘
* to before, by all the ftately buildings you can
‘ rear



Serm.6.  the Objects of divine Favour. 193

¢ rear to my name? Is nét univerfal nature
“ mine? For all thefe things hath mine hand
““ made out of nothing, and all thefe things
‘ have been, or ftill fubfift by the fupport of
* my all-preferving hand, and what right can
“ be more valid and inalienable than that
*« founded upon creation? Your filver and
‘« gold are mine, and mine the cattle upon a
¢ thoufand hills; and therefore of mine own
‘ do you give me, faith the Lord.”

Thefe are fuch majeftic ftrains of language
as are worthy a Gop. Thus it becomes him
to advance himfelf. above the whole creation,

and to affert his abfolute property in, and in-

dependency upon the univerfe.
" Had he only turned to us the bright fide of
his throne that dazzles us with infufferable
fplendor, had he only difplayed his majefty un-
allayed with grace and condefcenfion in fuch
language as this, it would have overwhelmed
us,and caft us into the moft abject defpondency,
as the outcafts of his providence beneath his
notice. - We might fear he would overlook us
with majeftic difdain, or carelefs negle&, like
the little things that are called great by mortals,
or as the bufy emmets of our {pecies are apt to
do. In the hurry of bufinefs they are liable to
neglett, and in the power of pride and gran-
deur to overlook or difdain their dependents.
We fhould be ready in hopelefs anxiety to fay,
¢« Is all this earth which to us appears fo vaft,
“ and which is parcelled into a thoufand mighty
Vorl.. -~ O ¢« king-
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“ kingdoms, as we call them, is it all but the
¢ humble footftool of Gon? hardly worthy to

¢ bear his feet? What then am I? an atom
« of an atom-world, a trifling individual of a

-« tifling race. Can I expect he will take any

 notice of fuch an infignificant thing as 1?2
¢ The vaft affairs of heaven and earth lie upon
¢ his hand, and he is employed in the con-
¢ cerns of the wide univerfe, and can he find
« leifure to concern himfelf with me, and my
 little interefts? Will a king, deliberating
¢ upon the concerns of nations, intereft him-
“ felf in favour of the worm that crawls at his
¢ footftool ? If the magnificent temple of So-
¢ Jomon was unworthy of the divine inhabitant,
¢ will he admit me into his prefence, and give

¢ me audience? how can I exped it? It feems
+ ¢ daring and prefumptuous to hope for fuch

-4 condefcenfion. And fhall I then defpair of
¢¢ the gracious regard of my maker ?”

No, defponding creature! mean and unwor-
thy as thou art, hear the voice of divine con-
defcenfion, as well as of majefty: * To this
# man will I look, even to him that is poor,
# and of a contrite {pirit, and that trembleth at -
* my word.® Though Gop dwelleth not in
temples made with hands, though he pours
contempt upon - princes, and fcorns them n all
their haughty glory and affected majefty, yet

“there are perfons whom his gracious eyes will
regard. The high and lofty One that inhabit-
eth eternity, that dwelleth in the high and holy

' _ : place,
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place; he'will ook down through all the- fhin-
g ranks of angels upon — whom? not ot
the proud, the haughty and prefumptuous, bug
upon him * that is poor, and of a contrite fpi-
“ rit, and trembleth at his yord.”* To this
man will he look from the throne of his ma-
. jefty, however low, however mean he may be.
This man is an objeét that can, as it were, at-
- traét his eyes from all the glories of the hea-
venly world {0 as to regard a humble felf-abafing
worm. This man can never be loft or over-
looked ampng the multitude of creatures, but
the eyes of tﬁ,e Lard will difcaver him in the
greateft croud, his eyes will gracioufly fix upon
this man, this particular man, though therd
were but one.fuch in the compafs of the crea~
tion, or though he were banifhed into the re-
moteft corner of the univerfe, like a diamond
in a heap of rubbifli, or at the bottom of the
ocean. - :

Do you hear this, you that are poor and con-
. trite in fpirit, and that tremble at his word ?
%:: that ahove all others are moft apt to fear
that you fhall be difregarded by him, becaufe
you of all athers.are moft-deeply fenfible how
nnworthy you are of his gractous notice? Gop,
the great, the glorious, the terrible Gop, looks
down upon you with eyes of love, and by fo
much the more affectionately by how much the
Jower you are in your own efteem. Daes not
your heart {pring within you at the fonnd? Are
you not loft in pleafing wonder and gratitude,
' 02 ‘, and
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~ and crying out, * Can it be? can it be? is it
‘ indeed poffible? is it true?” Yes, you have
his own word for it, and do not think it too

good news to be true, but believe, and rejoice, .

and give glory tq his name, and fear not what

men or devils can do unto you.

_ .. 'This, my brethren, is a matter of univerfal
concern. It is the intereft of each of us te

know whether we are thus gracioufly regarded

by that-Gop on whom our very being and all -

our happinefs intirely depend. And how fhall
we know this? In no other way than by dif-
covering whether we have the chara&ers of
that happy man to whom he condefcends to
look. Thefe are not pompous and high cha-
raters, they are not formed by earthly riches,
. learning, glory and -power, * But to this man
s will I look, faith the Lord, even to him that
# is poor, and of a contrite fpirit, and that
# trembleth at my word.” Let us inquire in-
to the import of each of the charaéters.

- L. It is the poor man to whom the majefty
of heaven condefcends. to look. '

'This does not principally refer to thofe that

are poor in this world, for though it be very -

common that * the poor of this world are cho-
® fen to be rich in faith, and heirs of the king-
# dom (¢),” yet this is not an univerfal rule,
for many, alas! that are poor in this world are
. not rich towards Gop, nor rich in good wo‘rl;s(i
o A

(") Jm iio ,v g

. e
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and therefore fhall famifh through eternity in
remedilefs want and wretchednefs. But the
poor here fignifies fuch as CurisT charac-
terizes more fully by the™ poor in fpirit (4.
And this charaéter implies the following ingre-
dients: ' :

(1.) The poor man to whom Jenovan looks
is deeply fenfible of his own infufficiency, and
that nothing but the enjoyment of Gop can
make him happy. '

"The poor man feels that he is not formed
felf-fufficient, but a dependent upon Gop. He
is fenfible of the weaknefs and poverty of his
nature, and that he was not endowed with a
fufficient ftock of riches in his creation to fup-
port him through the endlefs duration for which
he is formed, or even for a fingle day. The
fecble vine does not more clofely adhere to the
elm than he to his Gop. He is not more fen-
fible of the infufficiency of his body to fubfift
without air, or the productions of the earth,
than of that of his foul without his Gop, and the
enjoyment of his love. In fhort, heis reduced
into his proper place in the fyftem of the uni-
verfe, low and mean in comparifon with fupe-
rior beings of the angelic order, and efpecially
in comparifon with the great parent and fup-
port of nature. He feels himfelf to be, what
he really is, a poor impotent dependent crea-
ture, that can neither live, nor move, nor exift
without Gop. He is fenfible that his « fuffi--

(l) Matt, v. 3.

03 C ®cency
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# ciency is of Gop (¢),” and that all the {prings
of his happinefs are in him. '

"'This fenife of his dependence upon Gob ig
dttended with a fenfe of the inability of all
carthly enjoyments to make him happy, and fill
the vaft capacities of his foul, which were form~
* ed for the enjoymerit of an infinite good. He
has a relith for the bleflings of this-life, but it
1s attended .with a fenfe of their infufficiency,
and does not exclude a ftronger relith for the
fuperior - pleafures of religion, He s not a

recife ‘hermit,.or: a four alcetic on the one
Eand; and on the other, he is not # a lover of
* pleafure more than a lover of Gop.* .

If he enjoys no great fhare of the comforts of
this life, he -does not labour, nor fo much as
wifh for them as his fupreme happinefs: he is
well affured they. can never anfwer this-end in
their greateft afluence. It is for Gop, it is for
the living Gon that his foul moft eageily thirfts,
In_the greateft extremity he is fenfible that the
erjoyment of his love is more neceffary to his
felicity than the pofleffian of earthly bleffings ;
nay, he is fenfible, that if he is miferable in the
abfence of thefe, - the prineipal caufe 1s the ab-
fence of his Gop. O! if he were bleft with the
the perfe& enjoyment of Gop, he could fay
with Habakkuk, * Though the fig-tree fhould
# pot bloflom, and there fthould be no fruit in
# the vine, though the labour of the olive fhould
¢ fail;-and the fields yield no meat ; though the
A # flock

() 2 Cor.iii. ;
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* flock fhould be-cut off from the fold, and
# there be no herd in the ftall ;* though univer-
fal famine fhould ftrip me of all my earthly
bleflings, * yet I will rejoice in the Lord,” as
my compleat happinefs ; “I will joy in the Gon
# of my falvation (f).”

If he enjoys an affluence of earthly bleflings
he ftill retains a fenfe of his need of the enjoy-
ment of Gop. To be difcontent and diffatis~

fied is the common fate of the rich as well as

the poor ; they are ftill craving, craving an un-
known fomething to compleat their blifs. ‘The
foul, being formed for the fruition of the fu.
preme good, fecretly languithes and pines away
in the midft of other enjoyments, without
knowing its cure. It is the enjoyment of Gop
only that can fatisfy its unbounded defires, but
alas, it Has no relith for him, no thirft after
him; it is ftill crying, « More, more of the de=
« lights of the world,” likeamanin a burnin%
fever, that calls for cold water, that will bu

inflame his difeafe, and occafion a more pain-
ful return of thirft. ‘But the poor in {pirit
know where their cure lies. They do not afk
with uncertainty, * Who will thew us any fort
« of good?* but their petitions centre in this,
as the grand conftituent of their happinefs,

# Lord, lift thou up the light of thy counte- .

* nance upon us;* and this puts more glad-
nefs into their hearts * than the abundance of
# corn and wine (g).* This was the language

O 4 of

(/) Hab. iii. 17,18, (¢) Pfalm iv. 6, 7.
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of the pfalmift, # There is none upon earth
# that I defire befides thee. My fleth and my
# heart faileth ; but thou art the ftrength of my
 heart, and my portion for ever (/).* And as
this difpofition extends tp all earthly things, fo
it does to all created enjoyments whatfoever,
even to thofe of the heavenly world ; the poor
man is fenfible that he could not be happy even
there without the enjoyment of his Gop. His
language is, * Whom have I in heaven but
» thee i It is # beholding thy face in righte-
* oufnefs, and awaking in thy likenefs, that
¢ alone can fatisfy me (£).”
- (2.) This fpiritual poverty implies deep hu-
mility and feﬁ’-abafcnll)ent. VIR P
The poor man on whom the Gop of hea-
ven condefcends to’ look is mean in his own
‘apprehenfions, he accounts himfelf not a being
of mighty importance. He has no high efteem
of his own good qualities, but is-little in his
‘own eyes. He is not apt to give himfelf the
preference to others, but is ready to give way
to them as his fuperiors,  He has a generous
fagacity to behold their good qualities, and a
+ commendable blindnefs towards their imperfec-
tions, but he is not quick to difcern his own
gxcellencies, nor fparing to his own frailties.
Inftead of being dazzled with the fplendor
of his own endowments or acquifitions, he is
apt 1o overlook them with a noble neglect, and

. . 1
() Phalm lxxiii. 25, 26, (4) Pfalm xvii, 15. &
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is fenfible of the weaknefs anc_l defefts of his

nature.

And as to his gracious qualities they appear a

{mall, exceeding fmall to him. When he con-
fiders how much they fall fhort of what they
fhould be, they as it were vanifh and fhrink
into nothing.  Alas! how cold does his love
appear to him in its greateft fervour! How
feeble his faith in its greateft confidence! How
fuperficial his repentance in its greateft depth!
How proud his loweft humility! = And as for
the good actions he has performed, alas! how
few, how poorly done, how fhort of his duty do
they appear!  After he has done all he counts
himfelf an unprofitable fervant. After he has
done all he is more apt to adopt the language
of the Publican than the Pharifee, * Gop be
# merciful to me a finner.* In his higheft at-
tainments he is not apt to admire himfelf ; fo
far is he from it that it is much more natural
to him to fall into the oppofite extreme, and to
account himfelf the leaft, yea, lefs than the leaft
of all other faints upon the face of the earth:
and if he contends for any preference it is for
the loweft place in the lift of Chriftians. This
difpofition was remarkably exemplified in Saint
Paul, who probably had made greater advance-
ments in holinefs than any faint that was ever
received to heaven from this guilty world.

~ He that is poor in fpirit hasalfo a humbling
fenfe of his own finfulnefs. His memory 1s,
quick to recolle¢t his paft fins, and he is very
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tharp-fighted to difcover the remaining corrup-
_ t'i:r:?:)fgl?is heart, and the im'perfe&igns of hFi’sf '
beft duties. He is not ingenio,us to excufe them,
but views them impartially in all their defor-
mity and aggravations. He fincerely doubts
whether there be a faint upon earth fo exceed-
ing corrupt ; and, though he may be convinced
~ that the Lord has begun a work of grace in
him, and confequently that he is in a better
ftate than fuch as are under the prevailing do-
minion of fin, yet he really quegions whether
* there be fuch a depraved areature in the world
he fees he has been. He is apt to count
imfelf the chief of finners, and more indebted :
to free grace than any of the fons of men. He
" 15 intimately acquainted with himfelf, but he
fees only the outfide of others, and hence he
concludes ‘himfelf fo much worfe than others,
hence he lpaths himfelf in his own fight for all
1s abaminations (/). Self-abafement is pleafing
to him; his humlity is not forced; he does
not think it a great thing for him to fink thus
low. He plainly fees himfelf to be a mean, |
finful, exceeding finful creature, and therefore
1s fure that it i1s no condefcenfion, but the moft
reafonable thing in the world for him to think
meanly of himfelf, and to humble and abafe
Jhimfelf, It is unnatural for one that efteems
himfelf a being of great importance to ftoop,
butit is eafy, and appears no felf-denial for a
S o ' - poor

) Ezek, xxxvi. g1, o
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oor miean creature to do fo, who looks apon
Eim’fdf and feels himfelf to be fuch. .
Finally, the poor man is deeply fenfible of
., his own unworthinefs. He fees that in himfelf
- he delerves no favour from Gobp forall the
good he has ever done, but that he may after -
all juftly reject him. He makes no proud
boafts of his.good heart, or good life, but falls
in 'the duft before Gop, and cafts all his de-
- pendence upon his free grace. Which leads
me to obferve, '

(3.) That he who is poor in fpirit is fenfible
of his need of the influences of divine grace to
fanctify him, and enrich him with the graces
of the Spirit. - o

He is fenfible of the want of holinefs; this
neceflarily flows from his fenfe of his corrup~
-tion and the imperfetion of all his graces:
Holinefs is the one thing needful with him,
which he defires and longs for above all others.
And he is deeply fenfible that he cannot work

-it in his own heart by his own ftrength. He
feels that'without CurisT he can do nothing,
and that it is Gop who muft work in him both
to will and to do. Hence, like a poor man
that cannot fubfift upon his ftock, he depends
entirely upon the grace of Gop to work all his
works 1n him, and to enable him to work out
his falvation with fear and trembling.
 (4-) Heis deegly fenfible of the abfolute ne-
ceflity of the righteoufn¢fs of Carist for his
juftification. ,

 He
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He does not think himfelf rich in good works
to bribe his judge, and procure acquittance, but,
" lke a poor criminal, that having nothing to
purchafe a pardon, nothing to plead in his own
defence, cafts himfelf upon the mercy of the
court, he places his whole dependence upon the
free grace of Gop through Jesus CurisT. He:

leads his righteoufnefs only, and trufts in it a-
one. The rich fcorn to be obliged, but the
poor, that cannot fubfift of themfelves, will
chearfully receive. So the felf-righteous will
not fubmit to the righteoufnefs of Gop, but the
poor in fpirit will chearfully receive it.

(5-) And laftly, the man that is poor in fpi- -
1it 1s an importunate beggar at the throne of

.grace. - : :
He lives upon charity ; he lives upon the

bounties of heaven ; and, as thefe are not to be -

obtained without begging, heis frequently lift-
ing up his cries to the Father of all his mercies
for them. He attends upon the ordinances of
Gon, as Bartimeus by the way fide, to afk the
charity of paflengers. Prayer .is the natural
language of fpiritual poverty. * The poor,
¢ faith Solomon, ufeth intreaties (m);* whereas
they that are rich in their own conceit can live
without prayer, or content themfelves with the
carelefs formal performance of it. .
~ This is the habitual charaéter of that poor
man to whom the majefty of heaven vouchfafes
~ the looks of his love. At times indeed he Eas

. » ; at

() Prov, xviii. 23,
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but little fenfe of thefe things, but then he is
uneafy, and he labours to re-obtain it, and
fometimes is atually blefled with it.

And is there no fuch poor man or woman in
this a@embly? I hope there is. Where are ye
poor creatures? ftand forth, and receive the
bleffing of your Redeemer, * Blefled are the poor
“ in fpirit, &c.* He who has his throne in the
height of heaven, and to whom this vaft earth
is but a footftool, looks upon you with eyes of
love. This fpiritual poverty is greater riches
than the treafures of the univerfe. Be not a-
fhamed therefore to own yourfelves poor men,
if fuch you are. May Gop thus impoverifh us
all! may he ftrip us of all our imaginary gran-
deur and riches, and reduce us to poorZeggars
at his door ! :

But it is time to confider the other charalter
of the happy man upon whom the Lord of
heaven will gracioufly look ; and thatis, -

. II. Contrition of fpirit. # To this man will
# 1 look, that is of a contrite fpirit.”

The word contrite fignifies one that is beaten
or bruifed with hard blows, or an heavy burden:
And it belongs to the mourning penitent whofe
heart is broken and wounded for fin. Sinisan
intolerable burden that crufhes and bruifes him,
and. he feels himfelf pained and fore under it.
His ftony heart, which could not be imprefled
but repelled the blow, is taken away, and nohv:
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he has an heart of flefh,eafily bruifed and wound-
ed. His heart is not always hard and fenfelefs,
light and trifling, ‘but it has tender fenfations ;
he is eafily {ufceptive of forrow for fin, is hum-
bled under a fenfe of his imperfetions, and is
really pained and diftreffed becaufe he can ferve
his Gon no better, but daily fins againft him.
This character may alfo agree to. the poor an-
xious foul that is broken with cruel fears of its
flate. The ftout-hearted can venture their eter-
nal all upon ungertainty, and indulge pleafing
hopes without anxioufly examining their foun-
dation, but he that is of a cantrite fpirit is ten-
derly fenfible of the importance of the matter,
and cannot be eafy withaut fome goad evidence
of fafety, Such fhecking fuppofitions as. thefe
frequently ftartle him, and pierce his.very heart,
« What af I thould be deceived at laft? What
« if after all I fhould be banithed from that
“ Gop in whom lies all my happinefs, -&c.”
Thefe are fuppofitions full of infupportable ter-
ror, when they appear but barely poffible, and
much more when there feems:to be reafon for
them. Such an habitual pious jealoufy as this
is a good fymptom, and to your pleafing fur-
prize, ye doubtful chriffians, I may tell you
that that majefty, who you ave afraid difregards
you, looks down upon you with eyes of pity.
Therefore lift up your eyes:to him in wonder
. and joyful confidence. You are not {uch neg-
leéted. things as you think. The Majefty of
heaven thinks it not beneath him to look down:

through
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through all the glorious orders of angels, -and:
through interpofing worlds, down, down evenr
upon you in the depth of your felf-abhorrence.
Let us, : :

III. Confider the remaining charaéter of the
happy man to whom the Lord will leok :
» Him that trembleth at my word.*

- This charaéter implies a tender fenfe of  the
great things of the word, and an heart eafily im-
prefled with them as the moft important reali-
‘ties. This was remarkably exemplified in ten-
der-heaited jofab (n). To one that trembles
at the divine word the threatnings of it do not
appear vain terrors, nor great {welling words
of vanity, but the moft tremendous realities. -
* Such an one cannot bear up under them, but

would tremble, and fall, and die away, if not
~ relieved by fome happy promife of deliverance,

He that trembles at the word of Gop is not 3
ftupid hearer or reader of it. It reaches and
pierces his heart as a fharp two-edged fword §
1t carries power along with it, and he feels that
it is the word of Gop, and not of man, even
when it is fpoken by feeble mortals. Thus he
.not only trembles at the terror, but at the au-
thority of the word. Which leads me to obferve
farther, that he trembles with filial veneration
of the majefty of Gob, fpéakjng in his word.
He confiders it-as his voice who [pake all things
into being, and whofe glory is fuch that 4 deep

| | B . folemnity
(=) 2 Chron, xxxiv. 19, 20, 27.
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folemnity muft feize thofe that are admitted to
hear him fpeak. , ‘ .

. How oppofite is this to the temper of multi
tudes who regard the word of Gop no more
than (with horror I exprefs it) the word of a
child or a fool. They will have their own
,wa{y,‘let him. fay what he will. They perfift
in fin in defiance of his threatnings. They fit
as carelefs and ftupid under hissword, as tho’
it were fome old, dull, trifling ftory. It feldom
makes any impreflions upon their ftony hearts.
Thefe are the brave, undaunted men of the
world, who harden themfelves againft the fear
of futurity. But, unhappy creatures!-the Goo
- of heaven difdains to give them a gracious look,
while he fixes his eyes upon the man that * is
# contrite, and that trembles at his word.».

- And where is that happy man ? where in this
affembly, where is the contrite fpirit? where
the man that trembleth at the word? you -are
all ready to catch at the charaéter, but be not
prefumptuous on the one hand, nor exceffivel
timorous on the other.. Inquire whether this
be your prevailing character. If fo, then claim
it, and rejoice in it, though you have it not
in perfetion. But if you have it not prevail
ingly do not feize it as your own. Though
you have been at times diftrefled with a fenfe
of fin and danger, and the word ftrikes a ter-
ror to your hearts, yet, unlefs you are habitu-
ally of a tender and contsite fpirit, you are not
to claim the charater." o

- But
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But let fuch of you as are poor and contrite
in fpirit, and that tremble at the word of the
Lord, enter deeply into the meaning of this ex-
preflion, that the Lord looks to you. He does
not look on you as a carelefs fpetator, not con-
cerniry himfelf with you, or caring what will
becor,e;of you, but he looks upon you as a fa«
‘ther, ,.friend, a benefactor : his looks are effi-
cacious for your good.

He looks upon you with acceptance. He is
})leafed with the fight. He loves to fee you
abouring towards him. He looks upon you
- as the objeéts of his everlafting love, and pur-.
chafed by the blood of his Son, and he is well-

pleafed with you for his righteoufhefs fake,

Hence his looking upon him that is poor, &e.
is oppofed to his hating the wicked and their
facrifices, ver. 3. And is he whom you have
fo grievoufly offended, he whofe wrath you
fear above all other things, is he indeed recon-
ciled to you, and does he delight in you? what
caule of joy, and praife, and wonder is here?
Again, he looks to you fo as to take particular
notice of you. He fees all the workings of ‘your
hearts towards him. He fees ard pities you in
your honeft, though feeble conflicts with in-
dwelling fin. He obferves all your faithful
though weak endeavours to ferve him. His
eyes pierce your very hearts, and the leaft mo-
tion thete cannot efcape his notice. "This in-
deed might make you tremble, if he looked up-
on you with the eyes of a judge, for O how
Vor. L. P many
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many abominations muft he fee in you! But:

‘be of good chear, he looks upon-you with the
‘eyes of a friend, and with that love which co-
vers a multitude of fins. He looks upon you
‘with the eyes of compaffion in all your calami-
ties. He looks on you to fee that yeeitbe not
overborne and crufthed. David, whr ppafled
through as many hardfhips and affli¢hens as
any of you, could fay from happy experience,
# "Fhe eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous,
# and his ears are open unto their cry (0).*

Finally, he looks to you fo as to look after
you, as we do after the fick and weak. He
looks to you fo as to provide for you. And he

~will give you grace and glory, and * no good
# thing will he withhold from you (p).*

And are you not fafe and happy under the
infpection ofy a father and’a friencf ? Let alittle
humble courage then animate you amid your
many dejetions, and confide in that care of

_ which you feel yourfelf to be fo unworthy.

Here it may be not amifs to obferve, what
muft give you no fmall pleafure, that thofe
very perfons who according to the eftimate of

men are the moft likely to be overlooked, are
thofe whom Gop gracioufly regards. The per-
fons themfelves are apt to cry, * Happy I, could
¢ I believe that the Gop of heaven thus graci-
¢ oufly regards me, but, alas! I feel myfelf a
¢ poor unworthy creature; I am a trembling
“ broken-hearted thing, beneath the notice (}f
€< [s)
(o) Pfal. xxxiv. 15. @) Pl laxxiv. 13,

1
i
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« {o great a majefty.” And drt thou fo in<
deed? then I may convert thy objection into an
encouragement. Thou art the very perfon up-
on whom Gop looks. His eyes are running to
and fro through the earth in queft of fuch as
thou art, and he will find thee out among the
innumerable multitudes of mankind. Wert
thou furreunded with crouds of kingsand nebles,
his eyes would pafs by them 4ll to fix upon
thee. What a glorious artifice, if I may fo
fpeak, is this to catch at and convert the per-
fon’s difcouragement as a ground of courage!
to make that the chatafter of the favouritds of
heaven, which they therhfelves look upant as
- marks of his neglet of them? ¢ Alas! fays the
¢ poor man, if I was the objet of divine no-
¢« tice, he would not fuffer me to continue thus
« poor and broken-hearted.” But you may
reafon directly the reverfe, he makes you thus

r in fpirit, fenfible of your finfulnefs and
inperfeCtions, becaufe he gracioufly regards
you. He will not fuffer you to be puffed up
-with your imaginary goodnefs, like the reft of
the world, becaufe he loves you more than he
loves them. '

Howeéver unaccountable this procedure feem
there is very good reafon for it. The poor are
the only perfons that would relifh the enjoy-
~_ment o CP}eon, and prize his love : they alone
are capable of the happinefs of heaven, which
confifts in the perfeélt)ion of holinefs, To
8 ‘ 2 . . To
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To conclude, Let us view the perfection and
icondefcenfion of Gob as illuftrated by this fub~
ject. . Confider, ye poor in {pirit, who He is
-that ftoops to look upon fuch little things- as
.you. It is He whofe throne is in the higheft
-heaven, furrounded with myriads of angels and
.archangels, it is He whofe footftool is the earth,
.who fupports every creature upon it, it is He
.who is exalted above the blefling and praife of
«all the celeftial armies, and who cannot with-
-out condefcenfion behold the things that are
done in heaven, it is He that looks down upon

fuch worms as you. And what a ftoop is this?
.+ It 15" He that looks upen you in particular,
:'who looks. after all the worlds he has made.
-He manages all the affairs of the univerfe, He
‘takes care of every individual in his vaft family,
‘He: provides for all his creatures, and yet He 1s
at leifure to regard you. He takes as particu-
lar notice of you as'if you were his only crea-

‘tures. . What perfection is this! what an infinite
-grafp of thought! what unbounded power!
and what condefcenfion too? Do but confider
what a {mall figure you make in the univerfe
of beings. You are not fo much in compari-
{on with the infinite multitude of creatures in
‘the compafs of nature as a grain of fand toall
-the fands upon the fea-thore, or as a mote to
-this. vaft globe of earth, and yet He, that has
. :the care ot the whole univerfe, takes particular
notice of you, you who are but trifles, compar-
~ed with your fellow-creatures; and who, if
you:
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you were annihilated, would hardly leave a .
blank in the creation. Confider this, and won-
der at the condefcenfion of Gob ; confider this,
and acknowledge your own meannefs; you are
but nothing not only compared with Gop, but
you are as nothing in the fyftem of creation.

I fhall add but this one natural reflection, if
1t be fo great a happinefs to have the great Gop
for our patron, then what is it to be out of his
favour ? to be difregarded by him? methinks
an univerfal tremor may feize this affembly at
the very fuppofition. And is there a creature
in the univerfe in this wretched condition ? me-
thinks all the creation befides muft pity him.
Where is the wretched being to be found ? muft
we defcend to hell to find him? no, alas! there
" are many fuch on this earth ; nay, I muft come
nearer you ftill, there are many fuch rprobably
in this affembly : all among you are fuch who
are not poor and contrite in {pirit, and do not
tremble at the word of the Lord. And art not
thou one of the miferable number, O man?
What! difregarded by the Gop that made
thee! not favoured with one look of love by
the author of all happine(s! He looks upon
thee indeed but it is with eyes of indignation,
marking thee out for vengeance, and canft thou
be eafy 1n fuch a cafe? wilt thou not labour to
impoverifh thyfelf, and have thy heart broken,
that thou mayeft become the object of his gra«
cious regards?

P3 SERMON
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SERMON VI

The Nature and Dangér of making
light of Curist and Salvation.

~
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MATT. XXIL ;.
- But they made light of it.

R X% & HERE is not one of us in this
Na affembly that has heard any thing
B T but what has heard of Car1sT
{I: and falvation : there is not one of
$ %X %X us but has had the rich bleflings
of the gofpel freely and repeatedly offered to
us : ‘there 1s not one of us but ftands in the
moft abfolute need of thefe bleflings, and muft
perith for ever without them : I with I could
add, there is not one of us but has chearfully
accepted them according to the offer of the
ofpel. But, alas! fuch an affembly is not to
Ee expeCted on earth! Multitudes will ftilf-
make light of CarisT and the invitations of the
gofpel, as the Jews did.
| Py This
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This parable reprefents the great Gop under
the majeftic idea of a king.

He is reprefented as making a marriage-feaft
for his Son; that is, Gop in the gofpel offers
his Son Jesus CurisT as a Saviour to the guilty
fons of men, and, upon their acceptance of
him, the mof} intimate, indearing union, and
the tendereft mutual affetion take place be-
tween Curist and them, which may very pro-
perly be reprefented by the marriage-relation.
And Gop has provided for them a rich variety
of bleflings, pardon, holinefs, and everlafting -
felicity, which may be fignified by a royal nup-
tial feaft, werfe 2. S '

Thefe bleflings were firft offered to'the Jews,
who were bidden to the wedding by Mofes and
the prophets, whofe great bufinefs it was tq
prepare them to receive the Meffiah, verfe 3.

The fervants that were fent to call them after
they were thus bidden, ‘were the apoftles, and
feventy difcfples, whom CuRrisT fent out to

reach that the gofpel-kingdom was juft at
gar}d, verfe 3.. ) '

. When the Jews rejected this call, he fent
forth other fervants, namely, the apoftles after
his afcenfion, who were to be more urgent in
their invitations, and to tell them that, in con-
fequence of CrrisT’sdeath, all things were now
ready, wverfe 4. o '

It is feldom that invitations to a royal feaft
are rejected; but, alas! the Jews rejeted the
jnvjtation of the gofpel, and would not‘acceplt:

o
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of its important bleffings. They made light of
Curist and his bleflings ; they were carelefs
about them, and turned their attention to other
things. . ’

Thefe things were not peculiar to the Jews,
but belong to us finners of the Gentiles in thefe
ends of the earth.. Curist is ftill propofed to.
us, to the fame bleffings we are invited, and I
have the honour, my dear brethren, of appear-
ing among you as a fervant of the heavenly
‘king, fent out to urge you to embrace the offer.

I doubt not but fundry of you have com-
plied, and you are enriched and made for
ever.

But, alas! muft I not entertain a godl
jealoufy over fome of you? have you not made
light of Curist. and falvation, to which you
have been invited for fo many years fucceflively?
~ Your cafe is really lamentable, as I hope you
will fee before I have done, and I moft fincerely
compaffionate you from my heart. I rife u
in this folemn place with a defign to addrefs

ou with the moft awful ferioufnefs, and the
moft compafionate concern ; and did you know
how much your happinefs may depend upon it,
and how anxious I am left I fhould fail 1n the
attempt, I am fure you could not but pray for
me, and pity me. If ever you regarded a man
in"'the moft ferious temper and addrefs I beg
you would now regard what I am going to fay
to you. ' ' '

o You



218 Tke Nature and Danger of  Serm. 7.

- You cannot receive any benefit from this, or
indeed any other fubjet, till you apply it to
yourfelves. And therefore in order to reform
you of the fin of making light of CurisT and
the gofpel, I muft firft inquire who are guilty
of it. lgor this purpofe let us confider,

What it is to make light of Cur1sT and the
~ invitations of the gofpel.

I can think o§ no plainer way to difcover
this, than to inquire how we treat thofe things
that we highly efteem; and alfo, by way of
contraft, how we treat thofe things which we
make light of ; and hence we may difcover whe-
ther CrrisT and the gofpel may be ranked
amonf the things we efteem, or thofe we dif-

1. Men are apt to remember and affectio-
nately think of, the things that they highly e-
fleem ; but as for thofe which they diiregard,
they can eafily forget them, and live from day
to day without a fingle thought about them.

Now do you often affectionately remember
the Lord Jesus, and do your thoughts often ga
after him? do they pay him early vifits in the
morning ? do they make frequent excurfions ta
him through the day? and do you lic down
with him in your hearts at night? Is not the
contrary evident as to many of you? Can you
not live from day to day thoughtlefs of Jesus,
and your everlafting falvation? Recolle& now,
how many affectionate thoughts have you hzc;
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of thefe things through the week paft, -or in
this facred morning. And ean you indecd
highly efteem thofe things which you hardly
ever think of ? Follow your own hearts, Sirs,
obferve which way they moft naturally and
freely run, and then judge whether you make
light of the gofpel or not. Alas! we cannot
perfuade men to one hour’s ferious canfidera-
tion what they fhould do for an intereft in
CurrsT ; we cannot perfuade them fo much as
to afford him their thoughts, which are fuch
cheap things, and yet they will not be convinced
that théy make light of CurisT.. And here
Tlies the infatuation of fin; it blinds and befools -
men, fo that they do not know what they think
of, what they love, or what they intend, much
lefs do they know the habitual bent of their
fouls. They often imagine themfelves free from
thofe fins to which they are moft enflaved, and
particularly they think themfelves innocent of
the crime of making light of the gofpel, when
this is the very crime that is likely to deftroy
them forever, S o
. II. The things that men value, if of fuch a
"pature as to admit of publication, will be the
-+ frequent fubjects of their difcourfe: the thoughts
" will command the tongue, and furnith materials
for converfation. But thofe things that they
forget and difregard they will not talk of,
Do not they therefore make light of CHrisT
- and falvation, who have no delight in converf-
g about them, and hardly ever mention the
» name
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name of ‘CurisT, but in a trifling or profane
manner ? they do not like the cqmpany where
divine things are difcourfed of, but think it pre-
cife and troublefome. They had much rather
be entertained with humorous tales and idle
ftories, or talk about the affairs of the world.
# They are of the world, fays St fobn, there-
- # fore fpeak they of the world, and the world
# heareth them (¢).* They are in their ele-
ment in fuch converfation. Or others may
talk about religion, but it is only about the.
circumftances of it, as ¢ How fuch a man
¢« preached ;. it was a very good, or a bad fer-
“ mon, &¢.” but they care not to enter into
the fpirit and fubftance of divine things; and
if they fpeak of CurisT and experimental reli--
gion, 1t is in an heartlefs, infipid manner. And.
do not fuch make light of the gofpel ? and is nat.
this the character of many of you? '

1I1I. Men make light of thofe things, if the
are of a practical nature, which they only talK'
about, but do not reduce into pratice.
Chriftianity was intended not to furnith
matter fer empty talkers, but to govern the
heart and practice. But are there not fome
that only employ their tongues about it, efpe-
cially when their fpirits are raifed with liquor,
and then a torrent of noify religion breaks (}Tom'
them. Watch their lives, and you will fee lit-
tle agpearance of chriftianity there. And do
not thefe evidently make light of Curist, who

: . make
(4) 1 Johniv. g,
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make him the theme of their drunken conver-
fation, or who feem to think that Gop fent
his Son from heaven juft to fet the world a
talking about him? There is nothing in na-
ture that feems to me more abominable than
this. : :
IV. We'take the utmoft pains and labour to
fecure the things we value, and cannot be eafy
while our property in .them is uncertain, but
thofe things that we think lightly of we care
but little whether they be ours or not.
Therefore have not fuch of you made light
of CurisT and falvation, who have lived twen-
ty or thirty years uncertain whether you have
any intereft in them, and yet have been eafy
and contented, and take no method to be re-
folved? Are all that hear me this day deter-
mined in this important queftion, * What fhall
“ become of me when I die?” Are you all
certain upon good grounds, and after a tho-
rough -trial, that you fhall be faved? O that
you were! but, alas! you know you are not.
And do you think you would bear this uncer-
tainty about it, if you did not make light of
falvation? No; you would carcfully examine
yourfelves, you would diligently perufe - the
fcriptures to find out the marks of thofe that
fhall be faved; you would anxioufly confult
thofe that could diret you, and particularly
pious minifters, who would think it the great-
eft favour you could do them to devolve fuch
. an office upon them. But now minifters ma
‘ ’ N . lt
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fit in their ftudies for a whole year; and not
ten perfons perhaps in five hundred agreeably

intrude upon them on this moft important bu- .

finefs. :
- O, Sirs, if the gofpel fhould pierce your hearts
indeed, you could not but cry out with the con-
vited Jews, * Men and brethren, what thall we
“ do to be faved (5)?* Paul, when awakened,
cries out in a trembling confternation, * Lord!
# what wilt thou have me to do?* But when
fhall we hear fuch queftions now a-days?

V. The things that men highly efteem deeply
~and tenderly affect them, and excite fome mo-
tions in their hearts ; but what they make hight
of makes no impreflion upon them.

And if you did not make light of the gofpet,
what workings would there be in your hearts
about it ? what folemn, tender, and vigorous
paflions would it raife in you te hear fuch
things about the world to come! what forrows
would burft from your hearts at the difcovery
of yourfins! what fear and aftonifhment would
feize you at the confideration of your mifery!
what tranfports of joy and gratitude would you
feel at the glad tidings of falvation by the blood

of CurisT! what firong efficacious purpofes

- would be raifed in you at the difcovery of your
duty! ©O what hearers thould we have, were
it not for this one fin, the making light of the
gofpel ' whereas now we are in danger of w

ing them, or preaching them afleep with;(‘;x&'

(3) Adsii. 37.

Al
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moft folemn difcourfes about this momentous
affair. We talk to them of CurisT and falva-
tion till they grow quite tired of this dull old
tale, and this foolifhnefs of preaching. ~Alas!
little would one think, from the air of careleff-
hefs, levity, and inattention that appears 2among
them, that they were hearing fuch weighty-
truths, or have any concern in them. -

- VI Our eftimate of things may be difcovered
by the diligence and earneftnefs of our endea-
vours about them. Thofe things which we
highly value, we think no pains too great to
obtain; but what we think lightly of we ufe
no endeavours about, or we ufe them in a lan-
guid carelefs manner. -

- And do not they make light of CurisT and
falvation, who do not exert themfelves in ear-
neft to obtain them, and think a great deal of
every little thing they do in religion? they are
ftill ready to cry out, ¢ What need of fo much
¢ pains? we hope to be faved without fo much
 trouble.” And, though thefe may not be fo
honeft as to fpeak it out, it is plain from their
temper and practice they grudge all the fervice
they do for CurisT, as done to a mafter they
do not love. They love and efteem the world,
- and therefore for the world they will labour
and toil all day, and feem never to. thifk they .
can do too much : but for the Gop that made
them, for the Lor D that bought them, and
for their everlafting falvation, they feem afraid
of taking too much pains. Let us preach to

L them
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them as long as we will, we cannot bring them
in earneft to defire and purfue after holinefs.
Follow them to their houfes, and you will hard-
ly ever find them reading a chapter in their
Bibles, or calling upon Gop with their families,
fo much as once a day. Follow them into
their retirements, and you will hear no peni-
tent confeflions of fin, no earneft cries for mer«
cy. They will not allow to Gob that one day
in feven which he has appropriated to his own
immediate fervice, but they will fteal and pro-
ftitute fome even of thofe facred hours for 1dle-
nefs, or worldly converfation or bufinefs. And
many of them are {o malignant in wickednefs,
that they will reproach and ridicule others that

- are not fo mad as themfelves in thefe refpects.

And is not CuRr1sT worth feeking ? is not eter-
nal falvation worth fo much trouble? does not
that man make light of thefe things that thinks
his eafe or carnal pleafure of greater importance?
Let common fenfe judge. ,

VII. That which we highly value we think
we cannot buy too dear, and we are ready to
part with every thing that comes in competition -
with it. The merchant that found one peart
of great price fold all that he had to purchafe

"1t (¢), but thofe things that we make light of

we will not part with things of value for them:
. Now when CarisT and the bleflings of the
g;if'pcl come in competitionr with the world and
finful -pleafures, you may know which you
o moft -
ol {€) Matt. xiii. 46.
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mhoft highly efteem by confidering which {ou
~are moft ready to part with. You are called
to part with every thing that is inconfiftent with
an intereft ih CurisT, and yet many of you
will not do it. You are called but to give Gop -
his own, to refign all to his will, to let go all
thofe profits and pleafures which you muft ei-
ther part with or part with Curist, and yet
your hearts cling to thefe things, you grafp
them eagerly, and nothing can tear them from
you. You muft have your pleafures, you muft
keep your credit in the world, you muft look
to your eftates, whatever becomes of CurisT
and falvation ; as if you could live and die bet=
ter without CHrIsT than without thele things;
or as if CurisT could not make you happy
withoiit them. And does not this bring the
matter to an iffue, and plainly thew that you
make light of CaRrisT in compdrifon of thefe
things? ~ Curist himfelf has aflured you over
and over, that unlefs you are willing to part
with all for his fake, you cannot be his difci-
ples; and yet, while you have the quite con-
trary difpofitioni, you will pretend to be his dif-
ciples ; as If you knew better what it is that
conftituted his difciples than he. o
VIII. Thofe things which we highly value;
we fhall be for helping our friends to obtain.
Do not thofe then make light of CarisT who
do not take half. fo much pains to lielp their
.children to an intereft in him, as to-fet themi,
up in credit in the world, and leave them large
~Vor. L. Q , fortunes?
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fortunes? | 'T_hey fup;,il,y the qutward wants of:
their families, but they take little or no care a--

bout their everlafting falvation. Alas!-Sirs, the
neglected, ignorant, and vicious children and
fervants of fuch of you can witnefs againft you
that you make very light of CHrisT and falva-
tion, and their. immortal fouls.

~IX. That which men highly efteem they will

fo diligently purfue that you may fee their re-

gard for it in_their endeavours after it, if it
be a matter within their reach. =~
~You may therefore fce that many make light
of the gofpel by the little knowledge they have
of it, after all the. means of inftruction with

which, they have been favoured. Alas! where

is their improvement in holinefs! how httle do
they know of their own hearts, of Gop and

| €CHRIsT, and the world to comg, and what the

- rant; and yet they have fe much conceited.

muft do to be faved! Afk them about thefe

things, and. you will find them ftupidly igno-
knowledge that they will not acknowledge 1it,

or if they do, they have no better excufe than -

to fay they are no fcholars, or they have a poor

memorys as if it required extenfive learning, or-
a great genius to know the things that are ne-..
‘ceflary to falvation. O! if they had not made -

light of thefe things, if they had beftowed but
half the pains upon them which they have taken
to underftand matters of trade and wozldly bu~

- finiefs, they would not be fo grofsly ignorant as-

they aje. When men that can learn the hard-

eft

g N
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eft trade in a fetv years, when nien of bright
farts, and perhaps confiderable learning, after
iving fo many years, are {till mere novices in
matters of religion, and do not {b much 13
know the terms of life according to the ‘gofpel;
is if not plain that they care blt little about
thefe things, and that they make light of the
Son of Gop; and all his ineftimable immortal
bl‘emngs_? 4 ;
Thus I have- offered you fifficient matter of
tonvition in this affair. And what is the re=
fult? does not confcience fmite fome of you by
this time, and fay, ““ I am the man that have
*“ made light of CukisT and his goipel?” If
not, upoh what evidence are you acquitted #
Somie of you, I doubt not, can {ay, in the inte-
grity of your hearts, * Alas! I am too carele(s
‘¢ about this important affair, but Gop knows
¢ I am ofteri deeply concerned about it: Gop
> ¢ krows that if ever I was in earneft about any
“ thing in all my life, it has been about ‘my
¢ everlafting ftate; and there is nothing in all
« the world that habitually lies fo near my
¢ heart:” .Bat are there not fome of you whoni
~ €onfcience does not accufe of this crime of too
great careleflnefs about the gofpel, not becaufe
* .you are innotént, but becaufe you make fo.very
light of it, that you will make no thorough
fearch into it? and does not this alone prove
you guilty? 1 befeech fuch to confider the folly
. of your conduét? do you think to excufe your
. crime, by being carelefs whether you are guilt);‘
. . QF

Q2.
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of itornot? Can you avoid the precipice by
thutting your eyes? If you difcover your fin
-now it may be of unfpeakable fervice, bat if
you now fhut your eyes you muft fee it here- -
after, when it will be too late, when your con-
vi€tion will be your punifhment. I befeech
you alfo to confider the dreadful evil of your
condudt ,in making light of ‘a Saviour. And
here I fhall offer fuch arguments to expofe its
aggravations, as' I am fure cannot fail to con-
vince and aftonifh you, if you aét like men of
reafon and underftanding.

1. Confider you make light of him who did
not make light of you, when you deferved his
final neglect of you. You were worthy of no-
thing but contempt and abhorrence from him.
As a man you are but a worm to Gop, and as
a finner you were viler than a toad or a ferpent. -
Yet Cur1sT was fo far from making light of
you that he left his native heaven, became a
man of forrows, and died in the moft exquifite

~ agonies that a ‘way might be bpened for the
falvation of your miferable foul : and can you -
~ make light of him after all this regard to you?
What miracles of love and mercy has he thewn
towards you, and can you neglect him after all?
Angels, who are lels concerned in thefe things
than we, cannot but pry into them with de-
lightful wonder (), and thall finners, who have
the ‘moft intimate perfonal concern in them,
~ - make

(d) 1 Peter i, 12,



Serm.7.  making light of CurisT.” 229

make light of them? This is a crime more
‘than devilifh, for the devils never had a Savi-
our offered to them, and confequently never
could defpife him. And can you live in a care-
leflnefs of Curist all your days, and yet feel
no remorfe ?

II. Confider you make light of matters of
the greateft excellency and importance in all the
world. O Sirs, you know not what it is that
you flight; had you known thefe things you
would ‘not have ventured to make light of them
for ten thoufand worlds. As CurisT faid to
the woman of Samaria, * 1f thou hadft known
= the gift of Gop, .and who.it is that fpeaketh
# to thee, thou wouldeft have afked of him
# living water(¢).* Had the Jews known,
*# they would not have crucified the Lord of
# glory (f)# So had you known what Jesus
13, you would not have made light of him; he
would have been to you the moft important
being in the univerfe. O had you been but
one day in heaven, and feen and felt the hap-
pinefs there! or had you been one hour under
the agonies of hell, you could never more have
‘trifled  with falvation. '

. Here [ find my thoughts run fo naturally-
into the fame channel with thofe of the excel-
lent Mr. Baxter about a hundred yearsago that
you. will.allow me to give you a long quotatien
trom him that you may fee tn what light this
great and good man viewed the neglected things

. Q3 . which.
(¢) Johniv. 10. (f) 1Cor.ii. 8.
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which the gofpel brings to your ears, His
words ar¢ thefe, and I am fure to me they have
been very, weighty. « O Sirs, they are no.trifies.
s or, jefling matters that the gofpel fpeaks of. ¥
« muft ngeds profefs to, you that when k have
¢ the moft ferious thoughts of thefe things, L
¢ am ready to wonder that fuch amazing mat-
¢ ters do,not overwhelm the fouls of men : thas
««. the greatnefs of the fubject doth nof fo over=
¢ match our underftandings and affeétions, as
¢ even to drive men befide themfelves, but that
« Gop, hath always fomewhat allayed. it by
¢ diftance ; much more do. L wonder that men
# {hould be fo blockifh as to,make light of fuch
. . things. O Lord, that men did bpt know
¢ what everlafting glory and everlafting tor-
* ments arg! would they then hear us as the
s, do? would, they read and think of thefe
“ things, as they do? L profefs I have. been
“ ready to wonder when L have heard fuch
¢« weighty things deljvered, how people can.
s« forbear crying out in.the congregatiop, and
<« much, more do, k wopder. how they. can reft,
« tjll they, have. gone to. their minifters; andi
% Jearned what they fhall.do to be faved, that
- ¢ thisgreat bufinefs fhould be put.out of doubt,
*¢. O.that heaven and hell thould work na mote
- %< upon men! O that eternity fhould work
¢ no. mote! O how cap you, forbear when
% you are alone to think with yourfelves. what
% 1t 15,t0. be everlaftingly in joy, or torment! I
5% ‘weonder that fuch thoughts do not break your
4 E R &CCPQ
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fleep, and that they do riot croud into you
minds when you are about your labour! f
wonder how you can almoft do any thing
elfe! How can you have any quietnefs in
your minds? how can you eat, or drink, or
reft, till you have got fome ground of ever-
lafting confolations? Is that a man or a
corps that is not affeCted with matters of this
moment? that can be readier to fleep than
to tremble, wheén he hears how ke muft ftand
at the bar of Gop? Is that 4 man or a clod
of clay that can rife up and lie down with-
out bemng deeply affeéted with his everlaftmg
fate? that can follow his worldly bufinefs,
and make nothing of the great bufinefs of
fatvation or damnation, and that when he
kmows it is hard at hand? Truly, Sirs,
when I think of the weight of the matter, I
wonder at the beft faints upon earth, that
they are no better, and do no more in fo
weighty a cafe. I wonder at thole whom
the world accownts more holy than needs
and fcorns for making too much ado, that
they can put off Carist and their fouls with
fo little ; that they do not pour out their
fouls in every prayer; that they are not more
taken up with Gop ; that their thoughts are
not more ferious in preparation for their laft
account. I wonder that they are not a thou-
fand times more ftri€t in their lives, and more
laborious and unwearied for the crown than
they are.  And for myfelf (fays that zealous,
Q4 ¢ flaming,
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‘ flaming, indefatigable preacher) as Iam a-
. “ fhamed of my dull and carelefs heart, and of

‘ my flow and unprofitable courfe of life, fo
¢ the Lord knows I am athamed of every fer=
“ mon that I preach: when I think what I
“ am, and who fent me, and how much  the
falvation and damnation of men is concerned
¢ in it, I am ready to tremble, left Gop fhould
“ judge me as a flighter of his truth and the
¢ fouls of men, and left in my beft fermon I
< fhould be guilty of their blood. Methinks
¢ we fhould not fpeak a word to men in mat-
ters of fuch confequence without tears, or the
greateft earneftnefs that poflibly we can,
“ Were we not too much guilty of the fin
¢ which we reprove, it would be fo. Whether
we are alone or in company, methinks our =
¢« end, and fuch an end, fhould ftill be in our
¢ mind, and as before our eyes; and we fhould
“ fooner forget any thing, or fet light by any -
¢ thing, or by all things, than by this.” -

And now, my brethren, if fuch a man as this
viewed thefe things in this light, O what fhall
we, we languifhing carelefs cregtures, what fhall
we think of ourfelves? Into what a dead fleep
are we fallen! O let the moft ative and zeal-

€c

({4

[

" ous among us awake, and be a thoufand times

more in earneft: and ye frozen-hearted, care-

lefs finners, for Gop’s fake awake, and exert

yourfelves to good purpofe in the purfuit of fal- -

. vation, or you are loft to all eternity. K
' I1I. Confider
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III. Confider whofe falvation it is you make
light of, It is your own. Anddo you not
care what becames of your own felves? Is it -
nothing to you whether you be faved or damned
for ever? Is the natural principle of felf-love -

extin¢t in you?’ Have you no concern for = -

your own prefervation? Are you commenced
your own enemies ? If you flight CurisT and

- love fin, you virtually love death (g). You may
as well fay, « I will live, and yet neither eat
“ nor drink,” as fay, ¢« I will go to heaven,
« and yet make light of Curist.” And you
may as well fay this in words as by your prac-.
tice. -

IV. Confider your fin is aggravated by pro-
fefling to believe that gofpel which you make
light of. For a profefled infidel, that does
not believe the fcripture revelation concerning.
Curist, and a future ftate of rewards and pu--
nithments, for fuch a one to be carelefs about
thefe things, would not be fo ftrange: but for

- you that make thefe things your creed, and a
part of your religion, for you that call your-
felves Chriftians, and have been baptized into.
this faith, for you I fay to make light of them,
" how aftonithing ! how utterly inexcufable!
What! believe that you fhall live for ever in’
the moft perfect happinefs or exquifite mifery, .
~and yet take no more pains to obtain the one,
and efcape the other? “What! believe that the.
great and dreadful Gop will fhortly be your

judge,
) (g) Prov. viii. 36, e
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_judge, and yet make no more preparation for
it? Either fay plainly, “ I am no Chriftian,
¢ I do not believe thefe things;” or elfc let
your hearts be affeted with your belief, and let
1 influence and govern your lives.

V. Confider what thofe things are which en-
grofs gour affeCions, and which tempt you to
neglect Curist and your falvation. Have you

. found out a better friend, ér a mare fubftantial

and lafting happinefs than his falvation? O}

what trifles amf vdnities, what dreams and

fhadows are men purfuing, while they neglect
the important real%'cs of the eternal world ! If
crowns and, kingdoms, if all the riches, glories,
and pleafures of the world were infured to you
as 3 reward for making light of CurisT, you
would even then make the moft foolifh bargain
poffible, far what are thefe in the fcale to eter-
nal joy or eternal torment? and ® what fhall it

« profit a man if he gain éven the whole world,

* and lofe his own foul (5)?* But you cannot

hope for the ten thoufandth part, and will you:

ca(gc away your fouls for this? You that think
it fuch a great thing to live in riches, pleafures,
and honours, cenfider is it fuch a mighty hap-

pinefs to die rich? to.die after alife of pleafure
and honoux ¥ Will' it be fuch a'great happinefs.
to give an acceunt for the life of a rich fenfua-
lift,, rather than of a poor mortified creature ¥

Will Diwes then be fo much, happier than La-

zgrus?  Alas! what does the richeft, the high-

(5) Matt, xvi. a6, eﬁ"
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eft, the moft voluptuous finner, what does he
do, but lay up treafures of wrath againft the
day of wrath? O how will the unhappy crea-
tures torture themfelves for ever with the mofk
~ outting refle@tions for ftling their Saviour and
their fouls for fueh trifles! = Let your fins and
y carthly enjoyments fave you then, if they can;
let them then do that for you which Curisz
would have done for youw if you had chefen
.him, Then go and ary to the gods you hava
chofen : lst them deliver you in the day of your
tribulation. B o
V1. Yoyr making light of Cugrist and fal-
-~ vation is a certain evidence that you have no.
intereft in them. CurisT will not throw. hime,
felf and his, bleflings away upon thofé that do
. not value them. * Thofe that honour him he
* will honour, but they that defpifc him fhall
* be lightly efteemed, %),“ There is a day
coming, when you will feel you cannet do
without him; when you will feel yourfelves pe=
rithing for want of a Sayviour; and then you.
may go and look for a Saviour where you will;,
then you may fhift for yourfelves as you can ;,
he wilt have nothing to do with you: the Sa-
viour of finners will caft you off: for ever. I .
tell you, Sjrs, whatever eftimate you form. of
thefe things, Gop thinks very highly of the
blood of his Son, and the bleflings of his pur-
chafe; and if ever you obtain them, he will,
have you think highly of them toa. " If you. .
DR AN " continue
(i) v Sam. ii, 30, '
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continue to make light of them all the world
cannot fave you. And can you find fault with.
Gobp for denying you that which was fo little
in your account ?

© VII. And laftly, the time is haftening when
you will not think fo flightly of Cur1isT and
falvation. Q, Sirs, when Gop fhall commiffion
death to tear your guilty fouls-out of your bo-
.dies, when devils fhall drag you away to the
place of torment, when you find yourfelves
condemned to everlafting fire by that Saviour
whom you now neglett, what would you then.
give for a Saviour? When divine juftice brings
in its heavy charges againft you, and you have
nothing to anfwer, how will you then cry, « O
« if I had chofen Jesus for my Saviour, he
“ would have anfwered all.” When you fee.
that the world has deferted you, that your com-
panions in fin have deceived themfelves and .
you, and all your merry days are over for ever,
would you not then give ten thoufand worlds
for CurisT? And will you not now think
him worthy of your efteem and earneft purfuit?
Why will you judge of things now quite the
reverfe of what you will do then, when you
will be' moft capable of judging rightly ?

And now, dear immortal fouls! I have dif-
covered the nature and danger of this common
- but unfufpected “and unlamented fin, making
light of CurisT. .Ihave delivered my meflage,
and now 1 muft Jeave it with you, imploring

; ’ : - - the

—
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the blefling-of Gop upon it. I cannot follow
~you home to your houfes to fee what effett it
has upon you, or to make application of it to
each of you in particular, but O may your
confciences undertake this office! - Whenever
you fpend another prayerlefs thoughtlefs day,
whenever you give yourfelves up to finful plea-
fures, or an over-eager purfuit of the world,
may your confcience become your preacher,
and fting you with this expoftulation, ¢ Alas!
“ is this the effect of all I have heard? Do
“ I ftill make light of CrrisT and the con-
“ cerns of religion? O! what will be the end
« of fuch a conduct?” A -

I cannot but. fear after all that fome of you
as ufual will continue carelefs and impenitent.
Well, when you are fuffering the punifhment
of this fin in hell, remember that you were
- warned, and acquit me from being acceffary to
your ruin. And when we all appear before the
. {fupreme Judge, and I am called to give an ac-
count of my miniftry ; when I am afked, « Did
“ you warn thefe creatures-of their danger ?
¢ Did you lay hefore them their guilt in mak-
¢ ing hight of thefe things,” you will allow me
to anfwer, * Yes, Lord, I warned them in the
‘ beft manner I could, but they would not be-
¢ lieve me ; they would not regard what I faid,
¢ though enforced by the authority of thy aw-
¢« ful name, and confirmed by thine own word.”

O Sirs,
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O 8irs, muft I give in this accufation againft
any of you? No, rather have miercy upon
yourfelves, and have mercy upon me, that rI’
may give an account of you with joy and not
with grief! '

2
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The Compaffion of Cunist to weak
Believers,
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MATT. XIL zo.

- A brusfed reed jball be not break,. and [moking ﬁzx
Jhall be not quench. - : '

KﬁmHE Lord Jesus pofefles all thofe

x X virtues in the highet perfetion,
§ % which render hlm infinitely amia- -
Sexx0x¢ ble, and qualify him for the admi-

niftration of a juft and gracious go-.
vernment over the world. . The virtues of mor-
tals, when carried to a high degree, very often
run into thofe vices which have a kind of affi-
nity to them. ¢ Right too rigid hardens into
“ wrong,” Stri& juftice fteels itfelf into ex-
ceffive feverity, and the man is loft in the judge.
Goodnefs and mescy fometimes degenerate into:
foftnefs and an irrational compaffion inconfift- .
ent with government.” But in Jesus CHRrIST
thefcfecmmgly oppofite virtues center and har-
momzc‘
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monize in the higheft perfe&ion without run=
ning into extremes. Hence he is at once cha-
raterized as a Lamb, and as the Lion of the
tribe of fudsh:>a Lamb for gentlenefs towards
“humble penitents, and a Lion to tear his ene-
mi€s in pieces. CurisT is faid to judge and
make war («), and yet he is called * The prince
* of peace (4).* . He will at length fhew him-
felf terrible to the workers of imquity, and the
terrors of the Lord are a.very proper topie
whence to perfuade men; but now he is
patient towards all men, and he is all love;
and tendernefs towards the mieaneft penitent.
The meeknefs and gentlenefs of CHRrIsT I8
to be the pleafing entertainment of this day.
- And I enter upon it with a particular view to
thofe mourning defponding fouls among wus;
. whofe weaknefs renders them in great need of
ftrong confolation. To fuch in particular I
addrefs the words of my text, # A bruifed reed
" # fhall he not break, and {fmoking flax fhall he
# pot quench.* - _
This is a part of the Redeemer’s character,
as delineated near three thoufand years ago by
- the evangelical prophet Ifz:abh (), and it 1s ex=
prefily applied to him by St Matthew : * Behold,
# fays tEe'Father, my fervant whom I have
* chofen® for the important undertaking of fav-
- ing the guilty fons of men; * my beloved, in
* whom my foul is well-pleafed :” my very foul
is well-pleafed with his faithful difcharge of the
i | -+ .« . .-important
(a) Rev.xix. 11, (&) Ifa.ix. 6. (¢) Ifa. xlii, 1—4. -
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important office he has undertaken. * # % will

“ put.my Spirit upan him ;¥ that is; I will com

pletely farnith him by the gifts-of ‘my’ Spirit

for his high charater; and * he fhe!l thew:;
* judgment to the Gentiles:¥ to the poer be-

nighted Gentiles he fhall thew: the light of fal=:

vation by revealing the gofpel to them, which,

in the ftyle of the Old Teftamert, may be call-,
ed his judgments. Or he:will thew and exe-

cute the judgment of this world by:cafting gut-
its infernal prince who had fo long-exercifed ari
extenfive cruel tyranny over it. . * He fhall not
# ftrive nor ¢ry, neither fhall any man hear his
- # voice- in the ftréets:¥ that is, though he en-:
ters the world as a.mighty prince.and.conqueror
to eftablith a kingdom of righteoufnefs, and-
overthrow the kingdom of darknefs, yet he will

not introduce it “with. the noify: terrors. and -
thunders of war, but fhall fhew himfelf mild
- and gentle as the prince of peace: 'Or the con--
nection may lead us to underftand thefe words-:
in a different fenfe; namely,:He fhall do no-
- thing with clamorous oftentation, nor proclaim
his . wonderful works, . when it will anfwer no
valuable end. Acsordingly the verfe of our
text ftands thus conneéted; * Great-multitudes
# followed him, 'and he healed them all, and
# charged them that they {hould not. make him
* known. That it might-be fulfilled -which
“ was- fpoken by .Jfaigh the prophet, faying, —.
# He fhall not cry,. neither-fhall-any man.
* hear his voice in the ftreets ;* that is, he fhall-
~ Vor. I. = - R ) not
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sot.publifh his miracles. with noify triumph in-
the ftreets, and other public places. And when
it:is faid, * He thall:not ftrive,” it. may refer to
his inoffenfive paffive behaviour towards his
enemies: that .were :plotting " his death. For
thus we:may connet thisiquotation from Ifaieb:
with the preceding hiftory. in the chapter of
our text. " Then the Pharifees went out, ands
s Leld a council again{t him, how they might
s deftroy him.  But when Jesus knew it,” in-’
ftead of praying to his Rather for a guard of.
angels, or employing his own miraculous power:
~ to deftroy them, * he withdrew himfelf from
= thence;~<thatit might be fulfilled which was’
=: fpoken- by the- prophet Jasab, faying, — He
« fhall not ftrive” - . S '
Thie general meaning of my text feems to be:
contained in this obfervation, ¢ That the Lord:
«s._Jesus bas the tendereft and moft compaflion--
« ate regard to the feebleft penitent, however-
« opptefled and defponding, and that he will
«-approve and- cherifh the.leaf} fpark of true
% love towards himfelf.” S
- The- bruifed reed feems naturally to reprefent a-
foul at once feeble in itfelf, and crufhed with a
burden, a foul both weak and opprefled. The
reed is' a flender frail vegetable in itfelf, and
therefore a very proper Mmage to reprefent a
foul that is feeble and weak. A bruifed reed is
ftill more frail, hangs its head, and is unable,
to ftand without fome prop. And what can.
be -a more lively emblem of a poor foul, not
B ‘ S only
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only wesk in itfelf, but bowed down ‘and bro= |

ken under a load of fin and forrow, thatdroops

and finks, and is unable to ftand without divine
fuppout. -Strength may bear up under a bur=
den, or ftruggle with it till it has.thrown it -
off. But opprefled weaknefs, :frailty under a
burden, what can be more pitiable? and yet

this ithe cafe of many a poor penitent. . He

3s weak'in himfelf, and in the mean timé crufhed
under:an heavy weight of guilt and 'diftrefs. -

-And what would.: become of fuch- a frail ops
prefled ereatute, if, inftead of raifing him up
and fupporting him, Jesvs fhould tread and

~grufh ham under the foot of his indignation ?

But though a reed, efpecially a bruifed reed, is
an infignificant thing, of little or no ufe, yet
# a brusfed reed he will not break,® but he raifes
it up with a gentle hand, and enables it to ftand,
though weak ‘in itfelf, and eafily crufhed in
ruin. . . S )

_ Perhaps the imagery, when drawn at length,
may be this. ¢ The Lord Jesus, asan al-

. & mighty conqueror, marches in ftate through
¢ our world ; and here and there a bruifed reed

“ lies in his way. But, inftead of difregarding
“ it, or trampling it under foot, he takes care .

"¢ not to break 1t: he raifes up the drooping -

* ftraw, trifling as it is, and fupports it with

-« his gentle hand.” Thus, poor broken-hearted

penitents, thus he takes care of you, and fup-
ports you, worthlefs and trifling as you are.
Though you feem to lie in the way of his juf=

a - . / tiGG' -
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tice, and it might tread you with'its heavy
foot, yet he not only does -not crufth you but
takes you up, and infpires you with ftrength
to bear your burden, and flourifh again. -

Or perhaps the imagery may be derived from
the practice of the ancient fhepherds, who were
wont to amufe themfelves with the mufic of a

pipe of reed or firaw, and:when it was bruifed -

* they broke it, or threw it away as ufelefs. But
the bruifed reed fhall not be broken by this di<
vine Shepherd of fouls. The mufic of broken
fighs and groans is indeed -all that the broken
reed can afford him : the notes are low, melan-
choly, and jarring: ‘and yet he. will not break
the mftrument, but he will repair and tune it,
1ill it is fit to join in the concert of angels on
" high, and even now its humble ftrains are pleaf-
ing to his ears. Surely every broken heart. a~
mong us muft revive, while.contemplating this
tender and moving imagery! . .

The other emblem is equally fignificant and
affecting. # The fmoking flax .fhall  he not
# quench.” It feems to be an allufion to the
wick of ‘a candle or lamp, the flame of which
is put out, but it ftill fmokes, and retains.a lit-
tle fire, which may again be blown into a flame,

or rekindled by the application of more fire,

Many fuch dying fnuffs or fmoking wicks are
to be found in the candlefticks of the churches,
and in the lamps of the fan€tuary. The flame
~of divine love is juft expiring, it is funk into
the focket of a corrupt heart, and produces no

L L clear

VB e et ———
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clear fteady blaze, but only afmmoke, that:is
difagreeable, though it fhews that a fpark of -
the facred fire ftill temains; or it produces a
faint quivering flame that diesaway; thencatches”
and revives, and feems unwilling to be quenched
entirely.  The devil and the world raife many"
ftorms of temptation to blow it out, and a cor-
rupt heart, like a fountain, pours out water to’
quench it.. But ‘even-this' fmoking flax; this_
dying fnuff Jesus will not quench, but he blows:
it up-into a flame, ‘and pours in the oil of his-
grace to recruit and nourith it.. He walks a-"
mong the: golden candlefticks, and trims the
lamps of his fanétuary.” Where he finds empty .
-~ veflels' without oil or a'fpark of heavenly fire,
like the foolifh virgins, he breaks the veflels, or’
throws them out of his houfe. .- But whére he:
finds the leaft fpark of true grace, where he
" difcovers but the glimpfe of fincere love to him,’
- where he fees the principle of true piety, which,
though juft expiring, yet renders the heait ful~'
ceptive of divine love, as a candle juft put- out
is eafily rekindled; there he will ftrengthen the
things whieh remain, and are ready to die: he
will blow up the dying fhuff to a lively flame,
and caufe it to thine brighter and -brighter to
the perfe® day. Where there is the leaft prin-
ciple of true holinefs he will cherifhit. He
will furnith the expiring lamp wich frefh- fup-
plies of the oil of grace, and of heavenly fire,
and all the ftorms that beat upon it, fhall not
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be able to put it out, becaufe fheltered by his.

hand. . .

.1 hope,” my dear, brethren,  fome of  you be-
gin already to feel the pleafing energy of this-
text. - Are you not ready to-fay, « Blefled Je-- -
¢ sys! is this thy true character? - Then thou

¢ art juft fuch a Saviour as I want, and.I moft

¢« willingly give up myfelf to thee,” You are.
fenfible you are at beft but-a bruifed reed, a fee-.

ble, fhattered, wufelefs thing; an untuneable,
broken pipe of ftraw, that can make no proper

mufic. for the entetainment of . your. divine:

Shepherd, - Your heart: is-at ‘beft but fmoking
Slax, where the love of Gon.often appears like
‘a_dying fnuff, or. an expiting flame that qui-
vers angd catches, and: hdvers over the lamp, juft
ready to go.out. Such fome of you prohably:
feel yaurfelves to be. ‘Well, and what think.
ye of CurisT 2 * He will not bréak the brutfed.
# reed, nor. quench the fmoking flax;* and
therefore, may not even your guilty eyes-look:
to-this, gentle Saviour with encouraging hope *
May you not fay of him; with the {weet finger
of Ifrael, in his laft moments; # He is all my fal-

# vation, and all my defire (d) i+ :
- In profecuting this fubject I intend to illuf-
trate the charalter of a weak believer, as repre-
fented in‘my text, and then to illuftrate the care
and compaffion of Jesus CurisT even'for fuch
a poor weakling. © -
. . L ¥

(d)‘ z Sam: xxiil, ge

s - e . i
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. L Iamto 1llu&rate the charac'ter of a weak
believer as reprefented in my text by * a bruifed
# reed, and fmoking flax.s, ..

The metaphor of a brazfed re;d, as, I obfervcd,
feems moft naturally to ‘convey the idea of a
ftate of weaknefs and oppreffion. And, there-
fore, in iHuftrating it I am naturally led to-de,
fcrik= the various weaknefles whwﬁ a belxever ,
{fometimes painfully feels, and to. point out the
heavy burdens which he fometimes’ groafis ure

,der; I fay, fometimes, for at other times.even
the weak believer finds himfelf ftrong, * ﬁrong
# in the Lord, and in-the power of his’ might,
“ and ﬁrengthened with mlght by the Spirit in
# the inner man.* The joy of the Lord is his
ftrength;. and he * can do all things through
“ CurisT ftrengthening him.*  Everr the
prefled believer at times feels himfelf delivered
from his burden, and he can lift up his droop-
ing head, and walk upright. But, alas! the
burden returns, and crufhes him again. And
under fome burden or othér many honeft-
hearted believers: groan out the moft of their
dives. ’

. Let us now fee what are thofe weakneﬁ'es
which a believer feels and lamentss He finds

himfelf weak in knowledge ; a fimple child in

the knowledge of Gop and divine things. He
is weak in love; the facred flame does not rife
with a pcrpetual fervor, and diffufe itfelf thro’
‘all his devotions, but at times it languifhes and
dies away into a fmokmg fnuff. Heis weak in
R 4 : faith ;
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- faith;-he cannot keep a ftrong hold of the al~
nighty,- cannot fufpend his all upon his pro-
mifes_with chearful confidence, nor build a
- firm immoveable fabric of hope upon the-rock
Jesus CurisT. He is weak in hope; his hope
18 dafhed ‘with rifing billows of fears and jeal-
oufied, 'and. fometimes juft overfet: He is weak
in“joy; ‘he cannot extract the fweets of chrif-
tianity, nor tafte the comforts of his religion.
‘He ié¢'wedk in zeal for Gop and the interefts of
his -kihgdom-; he would wifh himfelf alwdys a
flaming feraph, always glowing with zeal, al-
- avays unwearied in ferving his Gop, and pro-
gnoting the defigns of redeeming love in the
~ wyorld; but, alas! at times his zeal, with his
Jove, ' languifhes and dies away into a {fmoking
fouff. - He is weak in repentance ; troubled with
that plague of plagues an hard heart. He is
- weak in the confli€t with indwelling fin, that is
perpetually making infurreétions within him,
‘He is weak in refifting temptations; which
croud ‘upon- him from without, and are’ often
likely to overwhelm him. He is weak in cou-
rage to encounter the king of terrors, and ven-
ture through the valley of the fhadow of death,
He is weak in prayer, in importunity, in filial
boldnefs in approaching the mercy-feat. He is
weak in abilities to endeavour the converfion of
finners, and fave fouls from death. In fhort,
'he is weak in every thing in which he fhould
be firong. He has indeed, like the church of
R S o Philadelphia,
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tations:
~ the combat. .He would not parley with temp- -
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Philadelphia, a little frength (¢), and at times he
feels it, but, O1 it feems to him much too little
for the work he has to do. Thefe weaknefles
or defets the believer feels, painfully and ten-
derly feels, and bitterly laments. . A fenfe of
them keeps him upon his guard againft temp-

lI:e is not venturefome in ruthing into

tation, - but would keep out of its way; nor
would he run the rifk of a defeat by an often-
tatious experiment of his ftrength. This fenfe
of weaknefs alfo keeps him deﬁehdent upon di-
vine ftrength. He clings to that fupport given
to St Pau/ in an hour of hard conflict, * My
# grace i fufficient for thee; for my ftrength
* 15 made -perfect.in weaknefs;* and when a
fenfe of his weaknefs has this happy effe& upon
him, then, with St Paeu/ he has reafon to fay,
¢ When I am weak, then am I ftrong ().

* Ifaythe believer feels and laments thefe weak-
nefles, and this is the grand diftin¢tion in this -
cafe between him and the reft of the world.
They are weak too; much weaker than he;
nay, they have, properly, no fpiritual ftrength
at all’; but, alas! they do not feel their weak-
nefs, ‘but the poor vain creatures boaft of their
ftrength, and think they can do great things,

+ when they are difpoféd for them. Or if their

repeated falls and defeats by temptation extort
from them a confeffion of their weaknefs, they
‘plcad it rather as an excufe, than lament it as

(c) Rev, iii. 8, v (f) 2 Cor, xii. 9, 10, . ’
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3t once 8 wims and & calamify, But the poor
believer triss mo fuch: artifice to extenuate his
guilt. . He is fenfible that,even his weaknefs it~
felf ‘has:guilt in it, and therefore he Jaments it
with mngenuous forretvs among his other fins.
-:‘Now have I not delineated the very charac-
ter of fome of you? fuch weaklings, fuch frail
regds. yow feel yourfelves to Bé. Well, hear
this kmd aflurance, ¢ Jesus will not break fuichr
«, a feeble retd, but hc wxllfupport and ﬂrcngth-
“em it
But ompé:}mps not cails fcel u aré weak,
lmt you are opprefied wuhyfomeyl?eavy burden
of other.... You. are. not only a reed for weak-
nefs, but you are a brizfed reed, trodden under
foot, eruflved under a load. “Even this is ne
moufnal or difcouragimg cafe; for,
~The weak believer aften feels himfelf Cruﬂmd

under fome heavy burden. The frail reed is

often bruifed. Bruifed under a fenfe of guilt. -

Guilt. lies ‘heavy at times upon his confcience,
and he cannot throw. it of? Bruifed with a
- {enfe of remaining fin, which he finds ftill ftrong
within him, and which at times prevails, and

treads. him under foof Bruiféed under a bur-

den of wants, the want of tendernefs of heart,

of ardent love to Gop.and mankind, the want .

- of heavenly-mindednefs and v1&ory over the

world, the want of : conduct and refolution to

direst his behaviour in a paffage fo intricate and

difficult, and the want of nearer intercourfe
with the Father of his fpuxt in fhort a tl}:uc-l

. ) . B . n

N P — o
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fand prefling mants cmvb. and. brudh haimt -. He
alfo. Yeels his fhare of the calamimsof hfc m
commancwith other men. : But thefe-burdens
I 'thail: take no fasther notice of becaufe they
are:not peculiar to: birh asia be’fxever, nor: dex
they. lié heavieft upon. his-heart. - He could
“bedr up-under; all the calamities of life;
if his fpiritual ‘wants were fupplied, and. the
burden of guilt and fin were removed. Under
thefe laft he groans-and finks. Indeed thefe
burdens_lie with:all their. full weight upon the
~ warld-around him, -bat they:are dead in tref
pafles:and. fins; and feel them; riot : they do.not
groan. ubder them, por-labour for deliverands
froms themi | They; lieicontented under them;
with:smare Itupxdlt than: heafts. of burden, til}
they ink 'under: the “intalezable Joad into. the
depth of mifery. | But the poor believér is nat
fo ftupid;: and his tenderheart feels the lmrden,
and grodns under it. ¢ We. that are in thie
# -tabernacle, fays St Pmd do grodn being bur~
# dened'(g).#. 'Fhe: believer -underftands feel~
ingly that pahhetm’ exclamation, * O-wretched
# man that I am! who (hall deliver me fromx
¢ the body of, this death (b)#* He cannot.be
eafy 'till his confcience is:appeafed by:a wells
attefted pardan through the blood of Curist,
and the fins he feels working. within him are
a: real burden and uneafinefs to him, though
they thould .never break: out.into athion, and
‘ Pubhcly dlfhonmxr hw holy profeﬁion
_ -And
(g) 2 Cor Ve 4. (b) Rom. vii, 24¢ !
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.. And is’ not this the very chara@er of fome
poor opprefled creatures among you? - I.hope-
1tis. You may look upon your cale to.be very
difcouraging, but Jesus lo‘ozs upon itina more’
favourable light. -He looks:upon you as:pro-.

_ per objets of his compaffionate care. Bruifed .
as you are he will bind you up; and fupport
you, “ ) '.. R SRS BN PR

o R P :

. IL But I proceed to take.a view of the cha-.
ralter of a weak chriftian; as reprefented in the.

other metaphor in my ‘text, namely, ¢ finoking

*# flax.# .. The‘idea: moft naturally:conveyed by

this metaphor is, that of.grace true and fincere,
but languifhing and juft-expiring, like a candle
juft blown out, which ftill fmokes and retains

a feeble fpark of fire. It fignifies a fufceptibi-

- Ity of farther grace, or a readinefs to catch

that facred fire, as a candle juft put out is eafily
rekindled.  ‘This metaphor therefore leads me
to defcribe the reality of religion in a low de-=
gree, or to delineate the . true chriftian in his

moft languifhing hours. And in fo doing F

fhall mention thofe difpofitions and exercifes
which the weakeft chriftian feels, even in thefe

- melancholy feafons, for even in thefe he widely™ -

differs ftill from the moft polifhed hypocrite in
his higheft improvements. To this fubject let
~me folicit your moft ferious attention, for, if
you have the leaft {park of real religion within
you, yau are now likely to difcover it, as Lam

- not going to rife to the_ high attainments of
| . : | chriftians'
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chriftians of the firft rank, but to ft60p to the
charatter of the mieanéft. - Now the peculiar
difpofitions and exercifes of heart which fuch
in fome- meafure féel, you may difcover fromi
the followingfhort hiftory of their cafe. -~

The weak chriftian in fuch languifling hours
does indeed fometimes fall into’fuch a ftate of -
carelefliiefs and infenfibility, that he has very few
and' but fuperficial exercifes of mind about  di-.
vine things.” But generally he feels an uneafi-
nefs, an emptinefs, -an - anxiety within, under
which he droops and-pines away, and all the
- world cannot heal the difeafe. He has chofen

the bleffed Gob as his fupreme happinefs, and
~when he cannot derive happinefs’ from that
fource, all-the fweets of ‘created enjéyments be-
come infipid to him, and cannot fill up the pro-
digious void which tlie-abfence of the fupreme
good leaves in this craving foul. Sometimes his
anxiety is indiftint and eonfufed, and he hard-
%y knows what ails him,” but at other times he
feels it-1s for ‘Gop, for the living Gop, that his
foul pants. The evaporations-of this fmoking
flax naturally afcend towards heaven. - He
knows ‘that- he”never can be happy till he can

enjoy thé communications of divine love. Let -

him turn which way he will, he ¢an find no
~ folid eafe, no reft, till he comes to this cente -
again. - . - | c
_ Even at fuch times he cannot be thoroughly
reconciled- to- his fins. He may be parleying
with fome of them in an -unguarded:hour,fand
S ' \ cem
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feem ta be megotiating a peace, but: the truce is
foon ended; f?;:d. th.egy a‘;?it Mariance again.
‘The enmity of a renewerd heart fopn sifes agamft
this old enemy. And there is this circumitance
remarkable in the believer’s hatred and oppofi-
tion to fin, that. they do not proceed-principally,
much lefs entiyely, from a fear of punifhment,
but from a generous fenfe of : its: intrinfic bafe-
nefs-and ingratitude, and its contrariety to the
holy nature of Gob.- This is the ground of
his hatred to fin, and ferrew for i, and this
fhews that there.is atleaft a {park of true gracs
- in his heart, and that he does not.act altoges
ther from the low, interefted, and. mercenary
principles- of nature, .. ...
~ At fuch times he is very jealous of the.firice-
rity of his. religion, afraid that all his paft ex+
periences were delufive, and afraid that, if he

fhould die in his prefent ftate, he would be for~

ever miferable. A very anxious-ftate this !
‘The ftupid world can lie fecure while this grand
concern lies in the moft dreadful fufpence. . But
the tender-hearted believer is not capable of fuch:
fool-hardined. ~He fhudders at the thought of
. everlafting feparation from that Gop and Savi-
our whom he loves. He loves him, and there-
fore the fear of feparation from him, fills him
with all the anxiety of bereaved love. This to
him s the moft painful ingredient of the punifh-
ment of hel. Hell would be a feven-fold hell to
aJover of Gop, becaufeit is a ftate of banith-
ment from him whomhe loves.  He would fox
, , ever
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ever languith and pine away undeﬁ the ‘con-
faming diftrefics of widomed: lowe,, which thofe:
that lové him not canmot feel. : And has Gon
kindled the facred flame in his heart in order
to render him capable of the mote exquifite
pain - Will ‘he exclude. from hud:prefence: the
poor creature that clingsdoe him, and languithes
for him? .No; the flax that does but fmoke

- with his love was never intended to.be fuel for

hell, but he will blow it up into a flame, and:
niourifh it tilk it mingles with: the. fﬁmphac ardm
in the region of perfect love. -~
The weak:believer feemsfomeatimes driven by
the tempefls of luft and temptation from off of
the rock Jesvs CurisT. -But he mrakes towards
it on the flormy billows, and. labours to lay
hold upon it, and recover his. fation there, for
he is fenfible there is no other foundation of
{afety, but that without CrRrisT he muft perifh:
for ever. It is the habitual difpofition of the
-believer’s foul to depend wpon Jesus Curist-
~alone. - He retains a kind of direttion or tem-
dency towards him, like the needle touched -
with the load-flone towards the pole, and, if
. his heart 1s-turned from its courfe, it trembles,
and. quivers till it gains its favourite point again,
and fixes there. Sometimes indeed a confsiouf~
nefs of guilt renders him {hy of his Gop and
~ Saviour, and after fuch bafe mgratxtude he 15
athamed to go to him. But-at- length ueceﬁ'zty
as well as inclination conftrains him, and he 13
obhged to cry out, * Lord to whom fhall £
3 . 33 go
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« go? thou -haft the words of eternal life (7).
¢« In thee alone I find reft to my foul; and
¢ therefore to thee-I muft fly, though I am

~ * afhamed and confounded to appear in thy

€ prefence.” . . . - ‘

In fhort, the weakeft chriftian upon earth
fenfibly feels that his comfort rifes and falls, as-
he lives nearer to or farther from his Gop.
The love of Gop has fuch an habitual predo<

“minancy even in s heart, that nothing in the
world, nor even all the world together.can fill
up his place. No, when he is gone, heaven
and earth cannot replenith the mighty void.
Even the weakeft chriftian upon earth longs to
to be delivered from fin, from all fin without
exception, and a’' body of death hanging:about
him 1is the burden of his life. Even the poor
jealous languithing chriftian has his hope, "alt.
the little hope that he has, built upon Jesus.
CurrisT. Even this fmoking flax fends up
fome exhalations of love towards heaven. Even’
the - poor creature that often fears he is altoge-
ther a flave to fin, honeftly, though feebly, la-
bours to be holy, to be-holy as an angel, yea,
to be holy as Gop is holy. He has an heart

~ that feels the attractive charms of holinefs, and
he is fo captivated by it that fin can never reco~
ver its-former place 1n his heart, ‘no, the tyrant
is for ever dethroned, and the believer would

rather die than yield himflf a tame flave to .

the ufurped tyranny again. ‘
T Thus
(?) John vi. 63.
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> Thus I have delineated to you in the plaine(t
manner I could the chara&er of a weak chrif-
‘tian. Some of you I am afraid cannot lay claim
even to this low charater. If fo, you may be
fare you are not true chriftians, even of the
loweft rank. You may be fure you have not
the leaft fpark of true religion in your hearts,
but are utterly deftitute of 1t.

But fome of you, I hope, can fay, “ Well,

‘ after all my doubts and fears, if this be the .

¢ character of a true, though weak chriftian,
“ then I may humbly hope that I am one. I
¢ am indeed confirmed in it that Iam lefs than
“ the leaft of all other faints upon the face of the
< earth, but yetI fee that I am a faint, for thus
“ has my heart been exercifed, even in my dark
 and languithing hours. ‘This fecret uneafi-
 nefs and pining anxiety, this thirft for Gop,
« for the living Gonp, this tendency of foul to-
“ wards Jesus CHrisT, this implacable enmity -
‘ to fin, this panting and ftruggling after ho-
“ linefs; thefe things I have often felt.” And
have you indeed? then away with your doubts
and jealoufies! away with your fears and de-
fpondencies! There is at leaft an 1mmortal
{park kindled in your hearts, which the united
power of .men and devils, of fin and temptation
fhall never be ablc to quench. No, it {hall yet
rife into a flame, and burn with feraphic ardors
for ever. o : ' '
For your farther encouragement I proceed,
Vou. l. S 1. To
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II. To illuftrate the care and compaffion of
Jesus Curist for fuch poor weaklings as you.’

This may appear a needlefs tafk to fome, for
who is there that dogs not believe it?  But to
fuch T would fay, it is no eafy thing to-eftablith
a trembling foul in the full belief of this truth.
It is eafy for one that does not fee his danger,
and does not feel his extreme need of falvation,
and the difficulty of the work, to believe that -
Crrist is willing and able to fave him. But,
O! to a poor foul, deeply fenfible of its condi-
tion, this is no eafy matter. Befides, the heart
‘may need to be-more deeply affected with this -
trath, though the underftanding fhould need
no farther arguments of the fpeculative kind for
its conviction ; and to imprefs this truth is my
prefent defign. - ' : :

“ For this purpofe I necd but read and para-
‘phrafe to you a few of the many kind declara-
tions and affurances which Jesus has given us
_in"his word, and relate the happy experiences
of fome of his faints there recorded, who found
him true and faithful to his word. -

“The Lord JEsus feems to have a peculiar
tendernefs for the poor, the mourners, the
broken - hearted, and thefe are peculiarly the
objets of his mediatorial office.  * The Lord
# hath anointed me, fays he, to preach good
. tidings to the meek, he hath fent me* all the
way from my native heaven down to earth,
upon this compaffionate errand, *to bind up
‘e the broken-hearted, to appoint unto ‘them

' o # that
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“ that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty
& for afhes, the oil of joy for mourning, the
# garmrent of praife for the fpirit of heavi-
# nefs(£).* * Thus faith the Lord,” in ftrains
of majefty that becomes him, # the heaven 1s
¥ my throne, and the earth is my footftool :
# where 1s the houfe that ye build unto me?
# and where is the place of my reft ? For all thefe
# things hath mine hand made, faith the Lord.*
Had he fpoken uniformly in this majeftic lan~
guage to us guilty worms the declaration might
have overwhelmed us with awe, but could not
have infpired us with hope. But he advances
himfelf thus high, on purpofe to lét us fee how
low he can ftoop. Hear the encouraging fe+
quel of this his majeftic fpeech:: * To this man
‘& will I look, -even to him that is poor, and of
# a contrite fpirit, and trembleth at my word.®
Let heaven and earth wonder that he will look
 down through all the thining ranks of angels,
and look by princes and nobles to fix his eye -

upon this man, this poor man, this contrite -

- broken-hearted trembling creature (/). He loves
to dwell upon this fubjett, and therefore you
hear it again in the fame prophecy: * Thus

~* faith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth
“ eternity, whole name is holy; —* what do¢s
he fay? — * I dwell in the high and holy place

- # (m)*. Thisis faid in charaéter, This is a

dwelling in fome meafure worthy the inliabi-
tant, But, O! will he ftoop to dwell in alower
‘, : S2 " maniion,
g8 Maldoi—ge () Malwvietez,  (m) Tia Biiag.
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manfion, or pitch his tent among mortals? yes,
he dwells not only in his “ high and holy
» place,” but alfo * with him that is of a con-
# trite and humble {pirit, to revive the fpirit of
~# the humble, and to revive the heart of the
 contrite ones.” He charges Peter to * feed
# his lambs,” as well as his fheep; that is, to
take the tendereft care even of the weakeft in
his flock (#). And he feverely rebukes the
thepherds of Ifrael, * Becaufe, fays he, ye have
“ not ftrengthened the difeafed, neither have ye
# healed that which was fick, neither have ye
# bound up that which was broken (0).* But
what an amiable reverfe is the character of the
great Shepherd and Bifhop of fouls! * Behold,
# fays Ifaiak, the Lord will come with a ftrong
# hand, and his arm fhall rule for him: behold
# his reward is with him, and his work before
¢ him.#* How juftly may we tremble at this
proclamation of the approaching Gop? for who
can ftand when he appeareth ? But how agree-
ably are our fears difappointed in what fol-
lows? If he comes to take vengeance on his

enemies, he alfo comes to thew mercy to the

meaneft of his people. * He fhall feed his
* flock like a fhepherd: he fhall gather the
 lambs with hi$ arm, and carry them in hig
“ bofom, and fhall gently lead thofe that are
# with young (p);* that is, he fhall exercife the
tendereft and moft compaflionate care towards
the meaneft and weakeft of his flock. - # He
' ' S # looked
(#) John xxi. 15. (o) Ezek, xxxiv. ¢. () Ifa. xl. 10,11,

1
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# looked down, fays the Pfalmift, from the
" height of his fan¢tuary ; from heaven did the
# Lord behold the earth ;* not to view the gran-
deur and pride of courts and kings, nor the he-
roic exploits of conquerors, but *.to hear the
# groaning of the prifoner, to loofe thofe that
# are appointed to die. He will regard the
# prayer of the deftitute, and not defpife their
# prayer. This fhall be written for.the gene-
# ration to come (¢).* It was written for your
encouragement, my brethren.” Above three
thoufand years ago this encouraging paffage was
entered into the facred records for the fupport
" of poor defponding fouls in Virginia, in the
ends of the earth. O what an early provident
care does Gop fhew for his people! There are
none of the feven churches of 4fa fo highly
commended by Curist as that of Philadeiphia,
and yet in commending her, all he can fay is,
# Thou haft a /i#tle firength.*  * I know thy
* works ;'behold I have fet before thee on open
# door, and no man can fhut it, for thou ho{t
* a litle ftrength (r).* O how acceptable is
a little ftrength to Jesus €ur1sT, and how
- ready is he to improve it? * He giveth power
“ to the faint, fays [faiab, and to them that
# have no might he increafeth ftrength (s).
" Hear farther what words of grace and truth
flowed from the lips of Jesus. *# Come unto
# me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden,

# and I will give you reft, for I am meek and
o - S3 * lowly
(g) Pfal. cii. 17~~20, (r) Rev.iii. 8.  (s) Ifa. xl. 29.
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» Jowly in heart (¢).* * Him that cometh un-
# to me, I will in no wife caft out (u).* * If
# any man thirft, let him come unto me and’ -
# drink (w).* = Let him that is athirft come;
« and whofoever will, let him come and take of
# the water of life freely (x).* O what ftrong
confolation .is here! what exceeding great and'
precious promifes are thefe! 1 might eafily add’
to the catalogue, but thefe may fuffice.

- Let us now fee how his people in every age
have found thefe promifes made good. Here
David may be confulted, inffar omnnium, and he
will tell you, pointing to himfelf,  This poor
& man cried, and the Lord heard and delivered
# him out of all his troubles (y).* St Paul in.
the midft of afflition calls Gop * the Father
# of mercies, and Gon of all comfort, whao
# comforteth us in all our tribulation ().
# Gonb, fays he, that comforteth thofe that are
# caft down, comforted us (2).* What a fweet~
1y emphatical declaration is this! ¢ Gop, the
«« comforter of the humble, comforted us*.”
He is not only the Lord of hofts, the King of
kings, the Creator of the world, but among his-
more auguft charatters he affumes this title,
¢ The comforter of the humble.” Such. Saint
Pgul found him in an hour of temptation, when

{r) Matt, xi. 28, 29. (x) John vi. 37.
(w) John vij. 37. {x) Rev. xxii. 17. .
{y) Pfal. xxxiv. 6.  (z). 2 Cor. i. 3, 4. (a) 2 Cor. vii, 6.
* This is a more literal tranflation of — & wRpararer TG
SATUIYs TPORANTH TUds 0 Orlg
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he had this.fupporting anfwer te his repeated
prayer for deliverance, * My grace is fufficient
# for thee; for my ftrength is made perfect in
# weaknefs fb).“ Since this was the cafe, fince
his weaknefs was more than fupplied by the
ftrength of CurisT, and was a foil to fet 1t off,
St Paul feems quite regardlefs what infirmities:
he laboured under. l\ﬁy, * moft gladly, fays.
# he, will I rather glory in my infirmities, that
- # the power of CHRIST may reft upon me.
# Therefore I take pleafure in infirmities—for
# when I am weak, then am I firong.* He
could take na pleafure in feeling himfelf weak,
_but the mortification was made up hy the plea<
fure he found in leaning upon this almighty
fupport. His wounds were painful to him,
but O! the pleafure he found in feeling this di-
vine phyfician drefling his wounds, 1n fome
‘meafure fwallowed up the pain. It was pro-
bably experience, as well as infpiration, that
dictated to the apoftle that amiable charaéter of
Curist, that he is * a merciful and faithful

“ high - prieft, who, being himfelf tempted,

% knows how to fuccour them that are tempt-~
# ed (¢).* And * we have not an high-prieft
# which cannot be touched with the fecling of
“ our infirmities, but was in all points tempted
- ® like as we are, yet without fin (d)." o
. But why need I multiply arguments? Go.to
his crofs, and there learn his love and compaf-
fion, from his groans and wounds, and blood,

S 4 "« and

" (8) 2 Cor xii.g. () Heb.ii. 17,18, (4) Heb. iv.15.
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and death. Would he hang there in fuch a-
gony for finners, if he were not willing to fave
them, and cherith every good principle in them?
There you may have much the fame evidence
of his compaflion as Thomas had of his refur--
- reftion ; you may look into his hands, and fee
the print of the nails, and into his fide, and fee
the fcar of the fpear, which loudly proclaim his-
readinefs to pity and help you. , '
.~ ~And now, poor trembling doubting fouls,
- what hinders but you fhould raife up your
drooping head, and take courage? May you
- not venture your fouls into fuch compaflionate
and faithful hands?* Why fhould t'lge bruifed
reed fhrink from him, when he comes not to
tread it down, but to raife it up? -

AsIam really folicitous that impenitent hearts
among us fhould be pierced with the medicinal
anguifh and forrow of convition and repent-
ance, and the moft friendly heart cannot form
a kinder with for them, fo I am truly folicitous
that every honeft foul, in which there is the
keaft fpark of true piety, thould enjoy the plea-
fure of it. It is indeed to be Jamented that they
who have a title to fo much happinefs fhould
enjoy fo little of it; it is very incongruous that
they {hould go bowing the head in their way
towards heaven, as if they were haftening to.
the place of execution, and that they fhould
ferve fo good a mafter with fuch heavy hearts.
- O Lft up the hands that hang down, and

- . : ftrengthen
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ftrengthen the feeble knees! = Comfort ye,
# comfort ye my people, faith your Gon.* # Be
‘# ftrong in the Lord, and in the power of his
- # might.* Truft in your all-fufficient Redeem-
er, truft in him though he fhould flay you.
And do not indulge caufelefs doubts and fears
concerning your fincerity. When they arife in
your minds examine them, and fearch whether
there be any fufficient reafon for them, and if
you difcover there is not, then reject them and
fet ‘them at defiance, and entertain your ho
in fpite of them, and fay with the Pfalmuft,
¢ Why art thou caft down, O my foul, and
# why art thou difquieted within me? Ho
# thou in Gop, for I fhall yet praife him, the
«" health of my counténance, and my Gob (e).»

(‘) Pfalm xlii. 11,

&
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SERMON IX

The Cannexion between prefent Holi-
nefs and fature Felicity.

SARGRB LS HASESNIDS DN IIIDE.
HEB. XL 14

. Bollow — bolinefs,, without whick ns man fiull
K fie the Lord, -

MBIERS the human foul was originally de~ -
¥ o ¥ figned for the enjoyment of no lefs
{8 __[@ a portion than the everblefled Gop,
WBSKEM it was formed with a ftrong innate
tendency towards happinefs: It has not only
an eager fondnefs for exiftence, but for' fome.
good to render its exiftence happy. And. the.
privation of being itfelf is not more tetrible than
- the privation of all its bleffings. It is true, in.
the prefent degeneracy of human nature, thig;
vehement defire is miferably perverted and mif-
placed: man feeks his fupreme happinefs in fin-
ful; or at beftin created enjoyments, forgetful
of the uncreated fountain of blifs, but yet fll'
he feeks happinefs ; ftill this innate impetus is
' predomi-
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predominant, and; though he miftakes the
means, yet he flill retains a general aim at the
end. Hence he ranfacks this lower world in
queft of felicity; climbs in fearch of it the flip-
pery afcent of honour; hunts for it in the trea-
fures of gold and filver; or plunges for it in.
the foul ftreams of fenfual pleafures. But fince’
all the fordid -fatisfaction refulting from thefe
things are not adequate to the unbounded crav-
ings of the mind, and fince the fatisfaction is
- tranfitory and perifhing, or we may be wrench-
ed from it by the inexorable hand of death, the .
mind breaks through the limits of prefent en-
joyments, and even of the lower creation, and
ranges through the unknown fcenes of futurity
in queft of fome.untried good. Hope makes
excurfions into - the dark duration between the
prefent zow and the grave, and forms to itfelf*
pleafing images of approaching bleffings, which
often vanifh in the embrace, like delufive phan-
toms. Nay, it launches into the vaft unknown
world that lies beyond the grave, and roves,
through the regions of immenfity after fome
complete felicity to fupply the defets of fub-.
lunary enj#yments. Hence, though men, -till
_their fpirits_ are refined by regenerating grace, .
have no relifh for celeftial joys, but-pant for; .
the poor pleafures of time and fenfe, yet, as they,
cannot avoid. the unwelcome -confcioufnefs that-
death will ere long rend them from thefe fordid.
‘and momentary- enjoyments, are conftrained,
toindulge the hope of blifs in a future ftate: and.
' they

-

-

S gie
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they (Fromife themfelves happinefs: in another
world, when they can no longer enjoy. any int
this. - And as reafon and revelation unitedly
affure them that this felicity cannot then confift
in fenfual indulgencies, they generally expeét it
will be of a more refined and fpiritual nature,
and flow more immediately from the great Fa-
ther of fpirits. S s
He muft indeed be miferable that abandons
all hope of this bleflednefs. The chriftian reli-
gion affords him no other profpect but that of
eternal, intolerable mifery in the regions of dark-
- nefs and defpair: and i?he flies to infidelity as
a refuge, it can afford him no comfort but the
fhocking profpet of annihilation. e
~ Now if men were prefled into heaven by'an
unavoidable fatality, if happinefs was promif-
cuoufly promifed to them alfwithout diftinction,
of characters, then they might indulge a blind
unexamined hope, and never perplex themfetves
with anxious enquiries about.it. And he might
juftly be deemed a malignant difturber of the
repofe of mankind, that would attempg to fhock
~ their hope, and frighten them with caufelefs
{cruples. S
- But if the light of nature intimates, and the
-voice of fcripture proclaims ‘aloud, that this .
eternal felicity is referved only for perfons of -
~ particular charalters, and that multitudes, mul-
titudes who entertained pleafing hopes of it,
are confounded with an eternal difappointment,
and fhall fuffer an endlefs duration in th[% ,
R mo
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moft terrible miferies, we ought each of us to
take the alarm, and examine the grounds of our
- hope, that, if they appear fufficient, we may
allow ourfelves a rational fatisfaction in them;
and, if they are found delufive, we may aban-
don them and feek for a hope which will bear
the teft now while it may be obtained. And
however difagreeable the tafk be to give our
fellow-creatures even profitable uneafinefs, yet -
he muft appear to the impartial a friend to the
beft intereff: of mankind, who points out the
- evidences and foundation of a rational and
fcriptural hope, and expofes the various mif-

takes to which we are fubject in fo important =

a cafe. , o
~ And if, when we look around us, we find
perfons full of the hopes of heaven, who can
ive no fcriptural evidences of them to them-
lves or others; if we find many indulging
this pleafing delufion, whofe pracices are men-
tioned by Gop himfelf as the certain marks of -
perithing finners; and if perfons are fo tenaci-
ous of thefe hopes that they will retain them
- to their everlafting ruin, unlefs the moft con-
victive methods are taken to undeceive them;
then it is high time for thofe to whom the care
of fouls (a weightier charge than that of king-
‘doms) 1is intrufted. to ufe the greateft plainnefs
for this purpofe. o o
. This is my chief defign at prefent, and to
this my text naturally leads me. It contains
thefe dottrines, L
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Firft, That without holinefs here it is ims
poffible for us to enjoy heavenly hap};:;cﬁ in
the future world. . To fe the Lord
for enjoying . him, feg Rom. viil. 24. and the m
taphor fignifies the happinefs-of the future ftar
in general, and more particularly intimates that
the knowledge of Gop will be a ‘geaal mgre.
dnegt therein, “Sce a parallel expreflion
14
Secondly, That this conﬁderatlon {hould ine
duce us 4o ufe the moft carneft endeavours to
obtain the heavenly happinefs. Purfue holinefs
becaufe * without it no mancan fe theLozd "

- Hence I am nzturaliy led,

1 To explain the nature of that hnﬁnefs,
# without which no man thall fee the
s LOl'd-"

I1. To thew what endeavours fhould be ufed
to obtain it. And,

III. To urge you to ufe them by the oonfi-
de;atxon of the abfolute m:ceﬁity of hah—

- nefs

"L Iam to explam the nature of hdmefs, \
~ And I fhall give you a brief definition of it,
and then mention fome of thofe difpofitions and
' practices which naturally flow from it.

- The moft intelligible defcription of holinefs,
" as it is inherent in us, may be this, « It is a
¢ conformity in heart and practice to the re-
& vealed will of Gop.” As the fupreme Being

1 .
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is the ftandard of all perfeCtion, his. holinefs in
particular is the ftandard of ours. ' Then. we
are holy, when his image is ftamped upon our
- hearts, and reflected i our lives, fo the apoftle
defines it, ¥ And’that ye put'on the new.man,

* which after Gop is created in righteoufnefs
* and true holinefs (¢).* -* Whom he did pre-
# deftinate to be conformed to the image of
*= his Son (4).* Hence holinefs may be defined;
¢ A conformity to Gop in his moral perfec-
“ tions.” But as we cannot have a diftinct

knowledge of thefe perfections, -but as they are

manifefted by the revealed will of Gop, I choofe
to define holinefs as above, © A conformity to.
 his revealed will.” Now his revealed will
comprizes both the law and the gofpel : the law
informs us of the duty which we as creatures
~owe to Gop as a Being of fupreme exceltency,
as our Creator and Benefator, and to men as our
fellow-creatures ; and the gofpel informs us of
the duty which as finners we owe to Gobp as re-
concileable through a Mediator. Our obedience
to the former implies the whole of .morality,
and to the latter the whole of evangelical graces,

as faith in a Mediator, repentance, &c. =
From this definition of holinefs it appears,
on the one hand, that it is abfolutely neceffary
to fee the Lord, for unlefs our difpofitions are.
conformed to him, we cannot be haﬁpy in the
enjoyment of him : and on the other hand, that
they who are made thus holy, are prepared fgr ‘
the

(s) Egh. iv. 24. (#) Rom. viii. 2g,




Serm.qg.  Holinefs and Felicity. 273
the vifion and fruition of his face, as they can
relith the divineft pleafure.

But as a concife definition of holinefs may
give an auditory but very imperfect ideas of it,
I fhall expatiate upon the difpofitions and prac-
tices in which it confifts, or which naturally
refult from it, and they are fuch as follow.

1. A delight in Gob for his holinefs.  Self-
love may prompt us to love him for his good- .
nefs to us, and fo many unregenerate men may
. have a felfith love to Gop on this account.
But to love Gobp becaufe he is infinitely holy,
becaufe he bears an infinite deteftation to all
fin, and will not indulge his creatures in the
neglect of the leaft inftance of holinefs, but
- commands them to be holy as he is holy, this
1s a difpofition connatural to a renewed foul
only, and argues a conformity to his image.
' Every nature is moft agreeable to itfelf, and a
holy nature is moft agreeable to an holy nature.

.Here I would make a remark, which may
Gob deeply imprefs on your hearts, and which
for that purpofe I fhall {ubjoin to each particu-
lar, that holinefs in fallen man is {upernatural,

- I mean, we are not born with it, we give no

~ difcoveries of it, till we have experienced a great
change. Thus we find it in the prefent cafe,
- we have no natural love to Gop, becaufe of his
- infinite purity, and hatred to all fin, nay, we.
would love him more, did he give us greater
mdulgences, and I am afraid the love of fome
perfons is founded upon a miftake, they love

Vor. L. - T - him
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him becaufe they imagine he does not hate fin,

~ nor them for it, fo much as he really does ; be-

caufe they think he will bring them to heaven
at laft, let them live as they lift; and becaufe.
they do not expect he is fo inexorably juft in
his dealings with the finner. It is no wonder
they love fuch a foft, eafy, paffive Being as this
imaginary Deity ; but did they fee the luftre of
that holinefs of Gop which dazzles the celeftial
armies ; did they but know the terrors of his.
juttice, :and his implacable indignation againft
fin, their innate enmity would fhew its poifon,
and their hearts would rife againft Gop in all
thofe hortible blafphemies with which awaken-
ed finners are fo frequently fhocked. Such
love as this is fo far from being acceptable, that,
it is the greateft affront to the fupreme Being ;
as, if a profligate loved you on the miftaken
fuppofition that you.were fuch a libertine as
himfelf, it would rather inflame your indigna-
tion than procure your refpett.

But to a regenerate mind how ftrong, how
tranfporting are the charms of holinefs! Such
a mind joins the anthem of feraphs with the
divineft complacency (¢), and anticipates the
fong of glorified faints, * Who would not fear.
* thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name, for
s thou only art holy (d)?# The perfections
of Gop lofe their luftre, or fink into ob-
- je&lts of terror or contempt, if this glorious at-
" tribute be abftratted. Without holinefs power

o . becomes
(<) Rev.iv. 8. (4) Rev.xv. 4 .
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becomes tyranny, omnifcience craft, juftice re-
venge and cruelty, and even the amiable attri-
bute of goodnefs lofes its charms, and degene-
rates into a blind promifcuous prodigality, or
foolifh undifcerning fondnefs : but when thefe.
gerfc&ions are clothed in the beauties of holinefs,

ow god-like, how majeftic, how lovely and at-
~ tractive do they appear! and with what compla= -
cence does a mind fafhioned after the divine
image acquiefce in them! It mayappear amiable
even to an unholy finner that the exertions of
almighty power fhould be regulated by the moft
confummate wifdom; that juftice fhould not
without diftinGion punifh the guilty and the in-
nocent ; but an holy foul only can rejoice that di-
* vine goodnefs will not communicate happingfs ta
the difgrace of holinefs ; and that, rather than it
fhould overflow in a blind promifcyous man-
ner, the whole human race thould be mifera-
ble. A felfith finner has nothing in view but
his own happinefs, and if this be obtained, he
has no anxiety about the illuftration of the di-
vine purity, but it recommends happinefs itfelf
to a fanttified foul, that it cannot be commu-
nicated in a, way inconfiftent with the beauty
of holinefs, - ,

2. Holinefs contfifts in an hearty complacence -
in the law of Gob becaufe of its purity. “ The
" law is the tranfcript of the moral perfections of
Gobp, and if we love the original we fhall love
- the copy. Accordingly it is natural to a re-
newed mind to love the divine law, becaufe it

' ’ T 2. 1s
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. is perfeltly holy; becaufe it makes no allow-
ance for the leaft fin, and requires every duty
that it becomes us to perform towards Gop.
Pfal. cxix. 140. and xix.7—10. Rom. vil. 12,
compared with 22. .

. But is this our natural difpofition? Is this.
the difpofition of the generality? Do they not,
on the contrary, fecretly find fault with the law,
becaufe it is fo ftrit? And their common ob-
jection againft that holinefs of life which it en-
joins is, that they cannot bear to be fo precife.
Hence they are always for abating the rigour of
the law, for bringing it down to fome imagi-
nary ftandard of their own, to their prefent a-
bility, to fins of practice without regard to the
finful difpofitions of the heart; or to the pre-

- vailing difpofitions of the heart without regard
to the firft workings of concupifcence, thofe
embryos of iniquity; and if they love the law
at all, as they profefs to do, it is upon the fup-
pofition that 1t is not fo ftrict as it really 1s,
but grants them greater indulgences, Romans

viil. 7, - v

Hence it appears that, if we are made holy
at all, it muft be by a fuperpatural change ;
and when that is effeted, what a ftrange and
happy alteration does the finner perceive? with
what pleafure does he refign himfelf a willing
fubjett to that law to which he was once fo a--
verfe? And when he fails (as, alas! he does in
mangethings) how is he humbled ! he does not
lay the fault upon the law as requiring impof-

: ' ‘ : fibilities,
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fibilities, but lays the whole fault upon himfelf
as a corrupt finner. ‘

3. Holinefs confifts in an hearty complacence
in the gofpel method of falvation, becaufe it
tends to illuftrate the moral perfections of the
Deity, and to difcover the beauties of holinefs.

The gofpel informs us of two grand pre-re-
quifites to the falvation of the fallen fons of
men, namely, The fatisfa¢tion of divine juftice
by the obedience and paffion of CHR1sT, that
Gobp might be reconciled to.them confiftently
with his perfections. And the fan¢tification of
finners by the efficacy of the holy Ghoft, that
they might be capable of enjoying Gop, and
that he might maintain intimate communion
with them without any ftain to his holinefs.
Thefe two grand articles contain the fubftance
of the gofpel, and our acquiefcence in them is
the fubftance of that evangelical obedience which
it requires of us, and which is effential to holi-
nefs in a fallen creature.’

- Now it is evident that without either of thefe
the moral perfections of the Deity, particularly
his holinefs, could not: be illuftrated or even fe-
cured in the falvation of a finner.. Had he re-

. cewved an apoftate race into favour, who had

confpired in the moft unnatural rebellion againft

him, without any fatisfaction, his holinefs wonld
have been eclipfed ; it would not have appear-
ed that he had fo invincible an abhorrence of
fin, fo zealous a regard for the vindication of
his own holy law ; or to his veracity, which
T 3. " "had

\
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had threatned ¢ondign punifhment to offenders.

But by the fatisfaction of CurisT his holinefs
18 illuftrated in the moft confpicuous manner ;,
now it appears that Gop would upon no terms
fave a finner but that of adequate fatisfaction,
and that no other was fufficient but the fuffer-
ing of his coequal Son, otherwife he would not
have appointed him to fuftain the character of
Mediator ; and now it appears that his hatred

of fin is fuch that he would not let it pafs un-
- punifhed even in his own Son, when only im-
puted to him. In like manner, if finners while
unholy were admitted into communion with
Gonp 1n heaven, it would obfcure the glory of
his holinefs, and it would not then appear that
fuch was the purity of his nature that he could
have no fellowfhip with fin. But now it is
evident that even the blood of IMMANUEL can-
not purchafe heaven to. be enjoyed by a finner
while unholy, but that every one that arrives
at heaven mutft firft be fanctified. An unholy
- finner can be no more faved, while fuch, by

the gofpel than by the law ; but here lies the -
difference, that the gofpel makes provifion for-

his fanétification, which is gradually carried on
here, and perfeted at death, before his admif«
fion into the heavenly glory. '
Now it is the genius of true holinefs to ac-
quiefce in both thefe articles. A fanctified foul
urisT for acceptance. It would be difagree-
- able to it to have th¢ leaft concurrence in its
: ‘ - OwWn

laces all its dependence on the righteoufnels of
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own juftification. - It is not only willing, but
delights to renounce all its own righteoufnefs,

and to glory in CurisT alone, Pbil. ii1. 3. Free -

grace to fuch fouls is a charming theme, and
falvation is more acceptable becaufe conveyed
in this way. 1t would render heaven itfelf dif-
agreeable and wither all its joys, were they
.brought thither in a way that degrades or does
not 1illuftrate the glory of Gop’s holinefs ; but
O how agreeable the thought, that he that glo-
rieth muft glory in the Lord, and that the pride
of all flefh fhall be abafed!

So an holy perfon rejoices that the way of
holinefs is the appointed way to heaven. He
is not forced to be holy meerly by the fervile
confideration. that he muft be {o or perith, and
fo unwillingly fubmits td the neceflity which
he cannot avoid, when in the mean time, were
it put to his choice, he would choofe to referve
fome fins, and neglect fome painful duties. So
far from this, that he delights in the gofpel-
conftitution, becaufe it requires univerfal holi-
nefs, and heaven would be lefs agreeable, were
he to carry even the leaft fin thitlier. He thinks
it no hardfhip that he muft deny himfelf in his
finful pleafures, and habituate himfelf to fo much
ftri@nefs in religion; no, but he blefles the
Lord for obliging him to it, and where he fails
he charges himfelf with it,. and is felf-abafed
upon the account. -~ - ‘
- This is folid rational religion fit to be de-
‘pended upon, in oppofition to antinomian h-

T 4 centiouf-

-
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centioufriefs, the freaks of enthufiafm, and the
irrational flights of paffion and imagination on
the one hand ; and in oppofition to formality,
meer morality, and the felf-fprung religion of
nature on the other. And is it not evident we
are deftitute of this by nature? Men naturally
are averfe to this gofpel method of falvation;
they will not fubmit to the righteoufnefs of Gob,
but fix their dependence, in part at leaft, upon
their own ment. Their proud hearts cannot
bear the thought that all their performances
muft go for juft nothing in their juftification.
They are alfo averfe to the way of holinefs;
hence they will either abandon the expectation
of heaven, and, fince they cannot obtain it in
their finful ways, defperately conclude to go on
in fin come what will; or, with all the little .
fophiftry they are capable of, they will endea-
vour to widen the way to heaven, and perfuade

themfelves they fhall attain it, notwithftanding

their continuance in fome known iniquity, and

though their hearts have never been thoroughly

fanétified. Alas! how evident is this all around ..
us! How many either give up their- hopes of
heaven rather than part with fin, or vainly hold
them, while their difpofitions and pracices prove
them groundlefs? And muft not fuch degene-

rate creatures be renewed, ere they can be holy,
or fee the Lord? -

4. Holinefs confifts in an habitual dclightvin -

* all the duties of holinefs towards Gop and man,
and an earneft defire for communion with Gop

n
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in them. This is the natural refult of all the
foregoing partrculars. If we love Gob for his
holinefs, we thall delight in that fervice in which
our conformity to him confifts; if we love his
law, we fhall delight in that obedience which it
enjoins; and if we take complacence.in the -
evangelical method of falvation, we fhall take
delight in that.bolinefs without which we can-
not enjoy it. ‘The fervice of Gob is the ele-
ment, the pleafure of an holy foul; while others
delight in the riches, the honours, or the plea-
fures of this world, the holy foul defires one
thing of the Lord, that it may behold his beauty

- while enquiring in his temple, Pfalm xxvii. 4.

Such a perfon delights in retired converfe with
heaven in meditation and prayer, Pfal. cxxxix.
17. and Ixiii. 5, 6. and Ixxiii. 28. He alfo takes
pleafure in juftice, benevolence, and charity to-

wards men, Pfz/, cxii. 5, 9. and in the ftricteft -~

temperance and fobriety, 1 Cor. ix. 27.
Moreover, the meer formality of performing
religious. duties does not fatisfy a true faint,

“unlefs he enjoys a divine freedom therein, re-

ceives communications of grace from heaven,
and finds his graces quickened, Pfa/. xlii. 1, 2. .
This confideration alfo fhews us that holinefs+
in us muft be fupernatural, for do we naturally
thus delight in the fervice of Gop? or do yon

~all now thus delight in it? is it not rather a

wearinefs to you, and do you not find more -

" pleafure in other things? Surely you muft be

changed
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¢hanged, or you can have no relifh for the en-
joyment of heavenly happinefs.

5. To conititute us faimts indeed there muft
~ be univerfal holinefs in practice. This natu-
xally follows from the laft, for as the body obeys
the ftronger volitions of the will, fo when the
heart is prevailingly difpofed to the fervice of
Gop, the man will habitually practife it. This
15 generally mentioned in fcripture as the grand
charaéteriftic of real religion, without which all
our pretenfions are vain, 1 Foln ii1. 3— 10. and
v. 3. Fobn xv. 14. True chriftians are far from
being perfet in practice, yet they are prevail-
ingly holy in all manner of converfation; they
do not live habitually in any one known fin,
or wilfully heglet any one known duty, Pfal.

exix. 6.

~ Without this practical holinefs no man fhall
fee the Lord; and if fo, how great a change
muft be wrought on moft before they can fee
him, for how few are thus adorned with a life
of univerfal holinefs? Many profefs the name
of Curist, but how few of them depart from
iniquity? But to what purpofe do they call
him Mafter and Lord, while they do not the
things which he commands them ?

Thus I have as plainly as I could defcribed
the nature and properties of that holinefs with-
out which ne man thall fee the Lord ; and they
who are poflefled of it may lift up their heads
with joy, aflured that Gop has begun a good
work inthem, and that he will carry it on; and

‘ on
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on the other hand, they that are deftitute of it
may be aflured, that, unlefs they are made new
creatures, they cannot fee the Lord. 1 come,

" II. To ﬂlevw} you the endeavours we fhould

ufe to obtain this holinefs. And they are
fuch as thefe.

1. Endeavour to know whether you are

holy or not by clofe examination. It is hard

mdeed for fome to know pofitively that they are

hoty, as they are perplexed with the appearances

of realities, and the fears of counterfeits ; but
it is eafy for many to conclude negatively that
they are not holy, as they have not the likenefs
of it. To determine this point is of great ufe
to our fuccefsful feeking after holinefs. ‘That
~ an unregenerate finner fhould attend on the
means of grace with othér aims than one that
has reafon to believe himfelf fanctified, is evi-
dent. The anxieties, forrows, defires, and en-
deavours of the one fhould run in a very diffe-
rent channel from thofe of the other. The one
fhould look upon himfelf as a guilty condemn-
ed finner, the other fhould allow himfelf the
pleafure of a juftified ftate ; the one fhould pur~

fue after the implantation, the other after the

increafe of holinefs : the one fhould indulge a
{fealonable concern about his loft condition, the
other repofe ani humble confidencé in Gob as
reconciled to him: the one fhould look upon
the threatnings of Gop as his doom, the other
embrace the promifes as his portion, Hence it
- ‘ ' ‘ follows
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follows that, while we are miftaken about our
ftate, we cannot ufe endeavours after holinefs
in a proper manner. We act like a phyfician
that applies medicines at random, withoutknow-
ing the difeafe. - It'is a certain conclufion that
the moft generous charity, under fcriptural li-
mitations, cannot avoid, that multitudes are

deftitute of holinefs, and ought not we to en-

quire with proper anxiety whether we belong
to that number? Let us be impartial, and pro-
ceed according to evidence. If we find thefe
marks of holinefs in heart and life which have
been mentioned, let not an exceffive fcrupulo-
fity frighten us from drawing the happy con-
clufion: and, if we find them not, let us exer-
cife fo much wholefoine feverity againft our-

{elves, as honeftly to conclude we are unholy.

finners, and muft be renewed before we can
fee the Lord. The conclufion no doubt will

- give you painful anxiety, but if you was my- -

deareft friend,. I could not form a kinder with
for you than that you might be inceffantly dif-
trefled with it till you are Born again. This
conclufion will not be always avoidable ; the
light of eternity will force you upon it; and

whether is it better to give way to it now, when
" it may be to your advantage, or be forced to

admit it then, when it will be only a torment ? -

2. Awake, arife, and betake yourfelf in ear-'

neft to all the means of grace. Your life, your
eternal life is concerned, and therefore it calls

for all the ardor and earneftnefs you are capa_I;
b

-

————

amn

.
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ble of exerting. Accuftom yourfelf to medita-
tion, converfe with yourfelves in retirement,
and live no longer érangers at home. Read
the word of Gop and other good books, with
diligence, attention, and felf-application. At-
tend on the public miniftrations of the gofpel,
not as a trifler, but as one that fees his eternal
All concerned. Shun the tents of fin, the ren-
dezvous of finners, and affociate with thofe that
have experienced the change you want, and

. can give you proper directions. Proftrate your-
* {felves before the Gop of heaven, confefs your

fin, implore his mercy, cry to him night and
day, and give him no reft, till the importunity

© prevail, and you take the kingdom of heaven

by violence. ,

But after all, acknowledge that it is Gob that
muft work in you both to will and to do, and
that when you have done all thefe things you

_are_but unprofitable fervants. I do not pre-

fcribe thefe diretions as though thefe means
could effet holinefs in you, no, they can no
more do it, than a pen can write without a
hand. It is the holy Spirit’s province alone to
fanctify a degenerate finner, but he is wont to
do it while we are waiting upon him in the ufe

- of thefe means; though our beft endeavours

give us no title to his grace, but he may juftly
leave us after all in that ftate of condemnation

- and corruption into which we have voluntarily

brought ourfelves. I go on, - :
- . _ -+ IIL And
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III. And laftly; to urge you to the ufe of
thefe means from the confideration mentioned
in the text, the abfolute neceflity of holinefs to
the enjoyment of heavenly happinefs. :
~ Here I would fhew that holinefs 1s abfolute-
ly neceffary, and that the confideration of its
neceflity may ftrongly enforce the purfuit of it.

. The neceflity of holinefs appears from the-
unchangeable appointment of heaven, and the
nature of things. - .

1. The unchangeable appointment of Gop.
excludes all the unholy from the kingdom of
heaven ; fee 1 Cor.ix. 6. Rev. xx1.27. Pfal. v.
4, 5. 2Cor.v. 17. Gal. vi. 15, It is moft afto-
nifhing that many who profefs to believe the
divine authority of the fcriptures, will yet in-
dulge vain hopes of heaven, in oppofition to
the plaineft declaratjons of eternal truth. Buat

though there were no pofitive conftitption ex-

cluding the unholy from heaven, yet,

2. The very nature of things éxcludes fin-

ners from heaven; that js, it is impoffible in the
nature of things, that, while they are unholy,
they could receive happinefs from the employ-
ments and entertainments of the heavenly world.
If thefe confifted in the affluence of thofe things.
which finners delight in here, if its enjoyments.
- were earthly riches, pleafures, and honours, if
its employments were the amufements of the
prefent life, then they might be happy there, as.
far as their fordid natures are capable of hap-
pinefs.  But thefe trifles have no place in hea-
ven.

R i
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ven. The felicity of that ftate confifts in she
contemplation of the divine perfections, and
their difplays in the works of creation, provi-
dence, and redemption; hence is it defcribed
by feeing the Lord, Mazt. v. 8. and as a ftate of
knowledge, 1 Gor. xiil. 10—12. in the fatisfac-
tion refulting thence, P/al, xvil. 15. and a com-,
placency in Gop as a portion, Pfal. Ixxiii. 2§,26.
and in perpetual ferving and praifing the Lord;
and hence adoration is geperally mentioned as
the employ of all the hofts of heaven. Thefe
are the entertainments of heaven, and they that
cannot find fupreme happinefs in thefe cannot

_find it in heaven. But 1t is cvident thefe things

could afford no fatisfaction to an unholy per-
fon. He would pine away at the heavenly feaft,’
for want of appetite for the entertainment; an
holy Gop would be an object of horror rather
than delight to him, and his fervice would be
a wearinefs, as it is now. Hence it appears
that if we do not place our fupreme delight in
thefe things here, we cannot be happy hereafter ;
for there will be no change of difpofitions in a
future ftate, but only the perfection of thofe
predominant in us here, whether good or evil.
Either heaven muft be changed, or the finner,
before he can be happy there. Hence alfo it

~appears that Gop’s excluding fuch from hea-

ven is no more an act of cruelty than our not
admitting a fick man to a feaft, who has no
relith “for the entertainments; or not bringing

' ' a blind
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a blind man into the light of the fun, or to view
a beautiful profpect.

We fee then that holinefs is abfolutely necef-
fary; and what a great inducement fhould this
confideration .be to purfue it? If we do not

fee the Lord, we fhall never fee good. ' We are

cut off at death from all earthly enjoyments, and

can no longer make experiments to fatisfy our

unbounded defires with them, and we have no
Gon to fupply their room. We are banifhed
from all the joys of heaven, and how vaft, how
inconceivably vaft the lofs! We are doomed
to the regions of darknefs for ever, to bear the
vengeance of eternal fire, to feel the lathes of a
guilty confcience, and to fpend an eternity in
an horrid intimacy with infernal ghofts; and
will we not then rather follow holinefs, than
incur fo dreadful a doom? By the terrors of

the Lord then be perfuaded to break off your-

fins by righteoufnefs, and follow holinefs  with-
* out which no man fhall fee the Lord.*

Tte END of the FirsT VorLuME.
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