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severity. It way be, that a consideration of the
loving assurances which our Father hus given
us, of his willinguess to answer prayer, may
affect us with a tender and ingenuons compunc-
tion for our lack of faith and desireShame! that

2

© O the most of us it may probably be said,

that we are more deficientin a proper value for
spirital blessings, than in confidence in God’s
generosity and fuithfuluess. There is danger
that we shall supinely recline on an indolent as-
surance of God’s willingness 1o bless, while we
seek his blessings with no true earnestness and
desire. And perhaps, the language of rebukg

would be more appropnate to the present state

of the chureh, for 1ts sinful indifference 1o spir-
itual good, than the language of encouragement.

But kindness often touches the heart more thun

TERM.
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But that our faith may be firm, it should be!
intelligent. Let us therefore understand how |
far God’s warrant for prayer exteuds, Wheu|
eays (Mott, 21: 22) “All things what-
ye shall ask in prayer; believing, ye shall|
¢ or when sunilar promises are given
cisewhere, we undersiand, of course, that there
is a limitation—God has not bound himself to
Lestow literally every thing which a pious heart
may u:k, in the exeicise of christian affections.
For -there are many things; many 1nnocent
things, even, which “the christian might very
piously desire; which would be disastrous to his|
welfare. 1f God had bound bimselt to give
every such request, with litefal exactness, he
would hayg made his omnipotence the slave of
our ignorance. 'The believer would be deprived
of the advantages of having the Divine omni-
science for his guide; and would have no better
direction than his own pious, but eften migjudg-
ing desires. 1{ God had given such a promise,
be would have given us the greatest curse.
Accordingly; we hind instances in Holy Writ,
where the pious requests of pious men were re-
fused by the Hearer of prayer.—II. Saml, 12;
We find that David earnestly besought God 1o
spare the life of his child by Bathsheba: and yet!
the child died. This too, was after his peni-
tence induced by the rebuke of Nathan, and re-
corded in the 51st Psalm; and we may therefore
couclude, that the prayer was offered with the
right spirit. In IU Cor. 12. Paul tells us_that,
when a thorn in the flesh, a messenger of Satan,
was sent to buffet him, lest Le should be exalted
above weasure through the abundance ol the
revelations, “he besought the Liord for this thing
thrice, that it might depart from him.” Bui
God’s answer was: “My grace is sufficient for
thee; for my sirength is made perfect in weak-
ness”—We cannot suspect that Paul’s request,
thrice repeated, was rejected because it was of-
fered in an improper spirit.

There is therefore, a limitation implied in
these promises. h see the extent of this limi-
tation, we must draw a necessary distinction.
There is a large cluss of objects, in themselves
innocent and proper, concerning which we have
no certainty whether they will be best for us or
not. For all these, we must pray conditionally,
Thus: we may submissively ask God to rescae
us trom temporal afflictions, or to exempt us
irom them in the future. But we do not know
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whether he may not see it best for us to afflict
us farther; because we have no light by which
to read the designs of his providence in this
matter. And yet it may be lawful and right for
us to offer this prayer. It is even made our
duty 1o pray: v day by day our daily
biead.”  And yet we have no warrant that God
way not see it to be best for us to suffer actual
want. How many a poor saint, who has meek-
ly offered this petition, has suffered for the lack
of daily food? To the same class belong all
such objects as health, competence, long life,
good mame, case. We may ask for these ob-
Jects; but it must be with entire submission; and
all must be suspended on the proviso; “if it be
agreable to thy will.” And yet, even with re-
gurd to these, we have the explicit warrant to
ask this, which 1s the most impertant coucern
respecting them; that, whether given or with-
held. God will make them all subserve our
highest good—Is not this enough for the meek
soul? -

But there is a_higher and nobler class of ob-
jects concerning which we should pray with far
different boldness and assurance. These may
be discribed in general as being the gifts that
pertuin to redemption; or spiritual good things.
Concerning all these we know, when we pray
for them, that they are agreable to God’s will:
for he has told us so—*This is the will of God;
even our sanctification.” When praying for
any spiritual good, we may rely with undoubt-
ing confidence on God’s literal” engagement to
give the answer. *““This is the confidence that
we have in bim, (says the Apostle John,) that if
we ask any thing according to his will, he
heareth us: And it we know that he heareth us,
whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the
petition that we desired of bhim.” Tbe when,
the /ow the wherewith of the answer, may be
far other than we expected. The desired gift
may be so long delayed ihat we begin to fear
God has forgotter us; lor the times and seasons
are in his own hands. The blessing may come
in & shape so different from our foolish expecta-
tions, that we scarcely recognise it. It may be
brought to us by means which, 1o us, had seewed
most unlikely. But we believe that for all ob-
jects ol spiritual good, the words of the promises
are literally and universally exact; that every
scriptural prayer for such objects is answe:d.
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| expect an answer to prayers for any of the gilts
| accompanying redemption, in God’s very nature?
| He is intrinsically & holy being. He loves and
delights in holiness with ineffavle intensity.
He delights in holy beings with an iufinite de-
light. “The righteous Lord loveth righteous-
ness.” “Such as are upright in their way are
his delight.” Now,the tendency of all these
spiritual gifts is to make the soul holy; in other
words, to make it that in which God delights.
‘We may say, therefore, that the native inclina-
tions of the Divine mind are on the side of such
petitions.  He who prays for any grace, prays
| that he may become just what God loves. In
going to a fellow man, how strong an assurance
of an affirmative answer would we feel, when
we knew that we were inviting him to do some-
thing to which he was of himself inclined: and
that we should have ‘a warm prompter in his;
own breast, seconding our requesi?  If there is.
not some external obstacle which forbids it, we
feel ceriain that he will gratify himself and us
at once, by assenting to our peution. In the
case of a’od, all obstacles to the bestowal of
grace, have been removed by the work of Christ.
He may now lavish all the stores of redemption
on any penitent and believing soul, without in-{
jury 1o his justice, majesty, or authority. And
when our prayers fall in exactly with God’s own
inclinations, and no obstacle forbids him to in-
dulge that inclination, may we not confidently
expect a favorable answer?

Again we may say that God'’s own interests
are too strongly oo the side of an answer to all
such prayers, to permit us to fear that they willj
be rejected. God is himself glorified in the re-
demption, and in all the graces and services o
his children. And although he is independent
and perfectly glorious and blessed in himself,
and sufficient for himself, yet it is certain that|
the promotion of his own declarative glory in
the acts and events of his creation, is a grand
motive of his determinations. ~ His purposes are
formed by him, “to be ta the praise of the glary
of his grace.” We believe that there is no event
which ogcurs on this globe, which so glorifies!
God, as the redemption and perfection of a soul.
“There is no work by which so many of the di-
vine attributes are so illustriously  displayed
To form,out of a fallen, debased and rebel sin-
ner, a glorified saint, a mate for angels, and a
possesspr cf eternal glory, is 8 work more splen-
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did than would be the canversion of i
a'star.  Every acquisition of chrislial:ls‘:li:dl::;f’
“:,::;3 and every good work, is also a tribute tlnr
's glory. "“So is my Father glorified, that
ye bear much (ruit.”  “The fruits of righte
ness which are by Jesus Christ are. anto. the|
glory and praise of God.” Will God bogradu
the gifts of redemption, when they all mg:im E;
0 his_own advantage? When the Christin
prays for larger measures of the Spint, for m:-n
wisdam, for more spiritual comfort, ro'r vicl -
over indwelling sin, for warmer eal, or  for
stronger faith, he only prays for what will ane.
ble him (o promote God’s glory better. . Whey
the servant comes to. the wise mast '.,,d iz
for better woi, only in order that he m;ub |
able to eafn more for that master, will he be re.|
fused? So, when the Christian prays for ang
spiritual good, what is 1t, Dut nowi.. ot/ 4 any|
be equipped for serving his God betier? ~ Gods,
own sell-interest and wisdom are on the side of
the answer of such prayers.
There is u third fact which is yet more con
clusive. All believing prayer for spiritual good
i itsel( the fruit of the Holy Spirit. He him-
self has evoked it: therefore it is offered up.
“The preparations of the heart in man, and the
answer of the lips are from the Lord.”  “Like-
wise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities; for
we know not what we should pray for as we
ought; bat the Spirit it-elf maketh intercession
for ue with groanings which cannot be uuered.”
In mao’s nawral heart, there is no good desire.
Now, does the Spirit of wath prompt these de-
sirgs for epiriwal good, in grder fo disappoiot
them? Does ho thus make a mock and sport of
believing soulsd It is impious to suppose it.
When we feel a spiritual desire, why did he ine

spire it} It was a part of the eternal plau of his
| grace to us; that, through asking we wmight re-
| ceive. He does not put petitionsinto our moaths
and send us with them to his own tootstoc, in
order that be may rejeet them. The fact that
we feel a true and believing desire for uny #pir-
itual good is, therefore, the evidence and earnest
of the Divine intention fo bestaw that ggod; in
bis own good time and way. Just so far us we
are assured that our desires are sincere and
jous, we may argue, with pleasing awe, and |
umble joy, that God himseif has inspired them;
inspired, hecause he jntends to graiily them. |
lWe may apread the words of our requests be- |
fore him, and urge that they are the Holy
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Spirit’s own words. Thus the Spirit makes i |q
tercession for us, We may plead with God that |
| he disappaint us not: beeause he himself hath,
taught us to hope,

There is, what may perhaps be called, gnoth-
er v:ewr!n} the same | {;m ds:lud from the doc- '
trine of our ynion wit) lrﬂt He is the head
of which Christians q:b the limbs, receiving
spiritusl sensatian, vitality and volition from
him. He is the vine stock, and they are the
branches, blooming, and bearing fruit by hll‘
sap, which circulates in a common flow through
him aud them. Wherever a believer possesses
gracious exeycises or qunhues, 1t is in virtae of
this vital union to Christ. Our gracious affec-
tions are therefare to be all regarded as the evi-
dences of the existence, in fall glory and per-
fection, of similar graces and affections in Christ
our Head. As the drop of sap trickling from
the twig is evidence of the strong flow ot the
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Inlithe manmey, when weharve «yan‘

desire to offer to God, we have the unspeakable
encouragement of believing that the same desire
| burns, 1 far superior strength, in the breast of
him who is “our Advocate with the Father,”
and “Head over all things to the church.” If
1f Christ, into whose hand “all power in Heaven
and in earth is given,” desires the same things
which we desire; if this is so trueythat the rea-
son why we felt the desire, was, that he felt it
first and communicated it to us, how can we be
disappointed? Such gracious desires Ior_smrilunl
good are as certain of an answer in Christ’s own|
Inime and way, as it is certain that Christ is King |
in Zion.
| In our desires and zeal for Chnist's cavse and
{church, especielly, does not our forgetlulness of
this sometimes amount to an impertinence to-
wards Him? When we go, with ardent zeal for
the revival of religion, to plead before Him, is
aot this the implied language of our temper and
feeling: “that God and Christ are too cold and
inattentive to the interest of Zion; and that we
wust arouse and warm them?” My brother; if
that zeal is pure, which sends you to your knees,
interceding for Zion, whence comes it, except
from the infinitely purer and stronger zeal for
the Church, which ever glows in the breast of
him who gave his blood for it? Let us remem-
ber this for our rebuke: for what an ir.pertinence
is it, that when our remissness, and follies, and
fanlts, have brought the canse of Christ into an
evil case, (the only causes of the church’s i 1
ses,) we should go quernlously 1o him who loves
the church with a perpetual and intense love,
as though he were not zealous enough for his
own cause? Let us remember it also for our
encouragement. It is our privilege to pray al-
ways for Zion in the strain of Asaph,in the 74th
Psalm.  “Arise, Oh God, piead thine own
cause.” [f we feel that it is dear 1o us, herein
we have the evidence that it is infinitely dearer
[to Christ. If the opposition of the  wicked
| grieves our hearts, we know thereby that it
| grieves Christ far more. - His care and concern
| for his cause are infinitely more tender than
ours; lor ours are oaly a faint reflection of his.
| And while we are living a life of purity, consis-
{tency. and faithful effort for Zion, we should
offer all our intercessions for her, and comamit
all her concerns to her Headywith o blessed
| composure and peacefulness, which would fiill
our souls with heavenly assurance and courage,
amidst all delays, discouragements and opposi-
tions.

!
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To be further strengthened in encouragement,
let the Believer ask himself, for what purpose
he has been redeemed, and what was the ex-
pense at which the work of his redemption has
been set on foot, Both these questions are
answered in Tiws it: 14. “Christ gave him-
seli for us, that he might redeem us from all
iniquity, and purily unto himsell a peculiar
people zealous of good works.” Now, we hase
an assurance of God’s sincerity 1n intending our
comiplete redemption, in the immense expense he
has aiready incurred to begin the work: and it
is the strongest of all inferences, that a wise
Being, having gone to this_expense, will not
begradge any thing else which is necessary to
periect the undertaking. When the Christian
prays for any gilt accompanying redempton; he
prays for just the object for which Gad has
already made this great expenditre. And
when he prays for the largest measures of grace,
he does not pray for wore than is embraced in
God’s object, for that object is his perfect sancti-
fication.

But more; sirce Christ has been given for us,
all other gilts are, to_God, inexpressibly easy.
Not only are they vastly less precious and costly
than this first, great gift: but the giving of this
bas smoothed the way for the prompt and easy
bestowal of all the rest. To God’s almighty
power, it is, and always bas been an effort per-
fectly-tcwnly to put forth any exertion of strength
or wisdom, which may be needed for our com-
plete redemption. How slightgdeaeycare the
works of renewing our hearts, of conquering our
indwelling sins, of foiling our enemies, human
and spiritual, of enlightening our minds, and of
moving the wheels of providence for our highest
welfare, to that God whose understanding is
infinite, whose word made the worlds, “who
spake and it was done; who commanded, and it
stond fast?” The only obstacles which ever
existed to our receiving all spiritual blessings,
were those arising from our guilt and Goa’s
truth, holiness, and justice. By the gift of
Christ, these have been all so thoroughly re-
moved, that God is dctually more glorified in
giving than in withholding.” All the rest then,
which pertains to our redemption, however pre-
cious and necessary to us, is to God, in compar-
ison with his first gift, unspeakably easy and
light. Is it conceivable that God, after having
proved the earnestness and reality of his par-
pose 1o save us, by so great a gift, will begrudge
the less? Would a wise man who had expeadcd
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great treasures, to purchase a pearl of great,
price, then begrudge (he additional expense of a
trifling sum 1o secure the gem from being lost?
Could there be any doubt, after Abraham—nad
bound his only son, the son of promise, as a
sacrifice to God, whether this pastoral Prince
would spare a lamb out of his countless flocks,
as an cffering to him? So argues, the Holy
Spirit for our encouragement: *He that spared
not his owa Son, but d-livered him up for us|
all, how shall he not with him also freely give
usall thing=#" Rom. viii: 32. To taste the rich-
pess of these words, we must Ly to conceive
something of the divive and eternal love for the
coeqaat Sou. We must reme :ber how [reely
he was bestowed. We must consider o what |
he was surrendered for our redemption; to how ||
cruel and bitter, and humliating a destiny.—
Can a love so unspeakable as that which gave
Christ 10 die for us, stint us in any of those
slighier gitts which we now need? (slighter for |
God w give, though still invaluable to us.) 1i
he so loved, must he not now delight to lavish
these yifts of his grace upoa his people?

But the Apostie Paul raises this arzument to
a delightfol cliwax, when he says, Rom. v.
8,10, “God commendeth his love toward us,
in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died
for us:—For if when we were enemies, we were
reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much
more being reconciled, we shall be saved by his
lite.” This love, and this gift, so_unspeakably
great, were bestowed upon us while as yet we
were in a state of heinous rebellion, and loathe-
some guilt. Itis impossible for us to express
or conceive the abliorence and indignation, with
which God regards the character of an impeai-
tent sinner. He averts his eyes from him, as a
loath some olject. “He is angry with the
wicked every day.” If we have been truly con-
vinced of sin, we can recall the impressions of
our own gt and hatefulness which we then
had; and we may remember that these were but
a little glimpse of the chiracter which we then
bore in God's eyes. liwas in that_hateful con-
didion, that he thus loved us, and gave this un-
speakable gift for us. But now, we hope we
are reconciled.  We are, Werese‘accepted in
the Beloved.” “Like as n father pitieth his
children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear
him.” All our sins are covered with the pre-
cious atonement, and the robe of Christ’s obe
dience, 50 lovely in the Father's eyes, is thrown
all around vs. ~And although there is not and
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