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PREFACE
10 THE

FOURTH EDITION.

Old age generally brings with it deepened
experience and enlarged observation of human
suffering. Besides the increase of personal in-
firmities, there is continually the knowledge that
pain and poverty, sickness and sorrow, toil and
trouble everywhere abound. The friends of
earlier life have disappeared, the expectations of
youth have perished, the emptiness of earthly
ambition has been fully demonstrated; and unless
one has been taught to “seek those things which
are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand
of God,” he is ready to exclaim in “the words of
the Preacher, the son of David, King in Jeru-
salem, . . . I have seen all the works that are
done under the sun; and, behold, all is vanity and
vexation of spirit,” Ecc. I. 1, 14.

Those who have reached the highest eminence
are the best witnesses to the truth of this testi-
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mony. Bismarck, before he was deposed from
the greatness of his position, although he could
not be deposed from the greatness of his intellect,
‘wrote to a young man, “I have reaped endless
anxiety, worry and disappointment; and were it
not for the hope of a better life beyond the grave
through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, I do
not see how this life could be endurable.,” Itis a
blessed privilege to point some of the suffering
ones to the sufficiency of that grace for their
utmost need.

It has pleased the Lord to own the testlmony
of this little book to the comfort of many sick
and sorrowing saints. Scores of letters have been
received, telling of the light it has cast upon dark
providences, and of the peace it has brought to
troubled hearts. Some too have confessed that
it has delivered them from the monstrous de-
lusions of Christian Science, as it is falsely called,
and from the dangerous error of believing that
faith is the sure preventive of disease, or the

“infallible remedy for illness,

Hence this fourth edition is sent forth thh

gratitude to God for the measure of service it has

thus far rendered to his tried children, and with
prayer that He may still use it to help others
who are struggling in the deep waters of affliction.
Men by plausible arguments may hold out mock-
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Preface

ing hopes of escape from bodily ailments and
sore bereavements; but until Jesus comes, those
who trust in His grace will discover that unto
them it is given in His behalf, not only to believe
on Him, but also to suffer for his sake. Their
consolation will be found, not in exemption from
‘pain and grief, but in the strength and sweetness
of His abiding presence. “Until the day break,
and the shadows flee away,” they often walk
weeping, but never alone

“ Sad, silent, and slow,
Like a funeral train,
They are led by the hand
Over mountain and plain,”

St. Louis, 1804.






~ THE MYSTERY OF
~ SUFFERING

CHAPTERV I

Suffering the Common Lot.

~ In a very ancient and inspired book it is
written, “Although affliction cometh not forth
of the dust, neither doth trouble spring out of
the ground; yet man is horn unto trouble, as
the sparks fly upward.”* In the same book
it is said, “Man that is born of woman is of
few days and full of trouble;”t while a Psalm
of about the same period, containing the sub-
lime and touching prayer of Moses, the serv-
ant of God, breathes forth the “confession,
“T'he days of our years are three score and
ten; and if by reason of strength they be fou
~ score years, yet is their strength labor and
sorrow; for it is soon cut off, and we fl
away’} S L
T jobv,67 1o




The Mystery,‘of Suffering

The truth of this testimony is never

called in question. Many deny the fact of a

divine revelation, and many at least doubt the

existence of a divine Being, but all recognize

the universal reign of sorrow and suffering.
These seem to inhere in our very nature, and
sooner or later, in one form or another, they
come with the certainty that marks the obe-
dience of material objects to the laws imposed

on them for their government. The child is
introduced into the world with a most pa-

~thetic wail, amid the travailing throes of the
mother, more or less severe, and the tear that
is so often seen upon the face of a corpse at-
tests that the brief pilgrim journey begins and
ends at Bochim.* ‘

LS There is no God,’ the foolish saith, -
But none, 'There is no sorrow;’
. And Nature oft the cry of faith
In bitter need will borrow.”

Nor are Christians exempt from this in-

~exorable law.  On the other hand they, what-

ever may be true of others, shall surely be
called to listen to the voice of the rod.

*Judg. 1,5
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The Mystery of Suffering

Not alone to the first disciples did Jesus
say, “In the world ye shall have tribula-
tion.”* Not only to the early believers did
the apostle testify by the Spirit, “that we
must through much tribulation enter into the
Kingdom of God.”t Suffering is the badge
of sonship, and the birthright portion of

“hexrslnp for “if ye be without chastisement,

whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards
and not sons;”’} and “we are heirs of God,
and joint heirs with Christ, if so be that we
suffer with Him, that we may be also glorified
together.”§

The words spoken by our Lord when He
was upon the earth should not be forgotten:
“The Son of man must suffer many things,
and be rejected of the elders and chief priests
and scribes, and be slain, and be raised the
third day. And He said to them all, If any
man will come after Me, let him deny himself,
and take up his cross daily, and follow Me.”||
Then connect these words with another state-
ment that is as true to-day as it was when it
fell from His blessed lips: “If ye were of the

*Jno, xvi, 33. tActs xiv,22. 1Heb. xii,8 §Rom. wiii, 17
Il Lu. ix, 22, 23.
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world, the world would love his own: but be-
cause ye are not of the world, but I have
chosen you out of the world, therefore the
world hateth you. Remember the word that
I said unto you, The servant is not greater
than his lord. If they have persecuted Me,
they will also persecute you; if they have
kept My saying, they will keep yours also.”*

It is strange, then, that so many of His
followers manifest a sad surprise in the pres-
ence of suffering. With His example and
warning before us we may not expect a com-
plete escape from its power, nor should we
even desire entire exemption in this mortal
state from its rule. We are so thoroughly
identified with Him that what He is we are,
and what He has we have. He represented us
on the cross, and it is becoming that we should
drink of His cup, and be baptized with His
baptism. All the waves and billows of God
broke over His head, and we are not to com-
plain if some of the spray falls upon our feet.
He not only suffered for us and as us, but
He gives us the privilege of suffering with
Him and for Him. When this thought once

*Ino. xv, 19, 20,

4
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gets possession of the believer's mind and
heart, he can exclaim with Paul, “Who now
rejoice in my sufferings for you and fill up
that which is behind of the affliction of Christ
~in my flesh for His body’s sake, which is the
Church.”™* '

His personal sufferings are over, but His
sufferings in His people will continue “till He
come.” ‘There is the most intimate union
and communion between them. He is the
Head, and they are the body. He is the
‘Bridegroom, and they are the bride. So real
and sweet is the oneness that together they
are called “the Christ”+ While, therefore,
our sufferings cannot in the least degree make
atonement for sin, nor obtain the slightest merit
of supererogation, which would be a foul dis-
honor cast upon His finished work, it is
blessed to know that the Church may enter in-
to “the fellowship of His sufferings.”t She is
the partaker of His everlasting joy, and she
should not think it hard if for a little while
she is the sharer of His sorrow. She is only
asked to fill up that which is behind of the
‘afflictions of Christ, who was for six hours
T *Coli, 24 tCorxii,12. Phil iii,10. k
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in the unutterable agonies of crucifixion,
~ made to be sin for her, leaving but one brief
hour for the bride to accomphsh the perfect
number of seven.
Perhaps it is easier now to understand
how it can be written to the children of God,
“unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ,
not only to believe on Him, but also to suffer
for His sake.”* We suffer for Christ's sake
not only when we encounter the hatred of the
world as He did, but when we endure the or-
dinary afflictions of life in which the Man of
Sorrows so largely shared. Thus as members
of the human race we have part in all the ills
to which the human flesh is heir, and over and
above these we are subject to a class of suffer-
ings which can attach to none but those who be-
long to Christ. Unto them it is given, or as
the word literally means, it is graciously given,
not only to believe on Him but also to suffer
for His sake. It is a special mark of God's
favor, and faith accepts it as such.
Hence the exhortation of the Holy Ghost

is worthy of the most serious attention: “Be-
~loved, think it not strange concernmg the
CTTNPRIL G '
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The Mystery of Suffering

fiery trial which is to try you, as though some
strange thing happened unto you: but rejoice
inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ’s sui-
ferings;’ “Knowing that the same afflictions
are accomplished in your brethern that are in
the world.”* Alas! we are prone not only
to think it a strange thing when we are tried,
but to fret and worry, forgetful of the fact
that the afflictions which are universal, and
are fixed in amount and character, have an
appointed end. They are being rapidly ac-
complished in these last days, and every pang
that rends the heart of the troubled Christian,
every tear that courses down the cheek of the
sorrowing, is so much taken from the frag-

" ment that remains.

When suffering, therefore, and ready to
conclude that none ever bore a heavier bur-
den, it is well to recall the words, “There
hath no temptation taken you but such as is
common to man; but God is faithful,. who

~ will not suffer you to be tempted above that

ye are able, but will with the temptation

“also make a way to escape, that ye may be
‘ abl: to bear it.”f After all, the sorest trial

#1Pet, 1v,12, 131 v, % 11 Cor. X, 13
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is such as is common to man, and it is a com-
fort to know that others, who have stood the
~ same tremendous strain, have quit the strife
more than conquerors, as we too shall through
the all-sufficient grace of a faithful God.

« Careless seems the great Avenger: History’s pages but
record )

One death grapple in the darkness twixt false systems
“and the word; - i ;

Truth forever on the scaffold, wrong forever on the
throne;: .

Vet that scaffold sways the future, and behind the dim

k unknown, o

Standeth God within the shadow, keeping watch above

His own.” ‘ R




~ affirm the entire sinlessness in every respect

CHAPTER II
Tke Cause of .S‘uﬁ“ermg

“As ]esus passed by, He saw a man whlch il
- was blind from his birth. And His d1sc1p1es Ll
asked Him, saymg, Master, who did sin, this
‘man or his parents, that he was born blind.
Jesus answered Neither hath this man sinned,
nor his parents; but that the works of God
should be made manifest in him”* It is
-needless to say that our Lord did not mean to

* of this man and of his parents, for He could
not flatly contradict His own testimony every-
where else, nor could He deny the testtmony
of His Spirit, who says, “There is not a jus
man upon earth, that doeth good and sinneth
- not;”t “for all have sinned, and come short of
the glory of God.”# -
But here grace shines in contrast thh' i
Jewish notions of retrxbutm justice. The

L *John ix, 13, 1Rcc. vii, 20 tRoiﬁ 11, 23.
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eye of the sympathizing Saviour looked be-

yond nature, even beyond the outward relation
of cause and effect, to the true and ultimate
reason for the blindness in this particular in-

stance, and He saw in it only an opportunity

for the Christ of God to work the works of
Him that sent Him. It is true that He forbids
man in his spiritual blindness and sin to sit in
- judgment upon his suffering fellow-man, lest
he fall into the condemnation of Job's three

friends.* It is true that in the case of Job,
and the man born blind and many others,:

suffering becomes a dark platform for the

bright exhibition of divine mercy and infinite
tenderness; but we must never forget that sin
is the great primeval cause of all the evﬂs that |

afflict our race.

He, therefore, who would fathom the mys-
- tery of suffering, about which much is written
in these days, must first fathom the mystery
of sin. 'The scientists may speculate as they

please concerning the condition of the “pre-
Adamite earth,” but inspired Scripture is ex-
phczt in the statement that if there had heen

~ no sin, there had been no suffermg “By one
Teemaire

i T o



The Mystery of Suffering

man sin entered into the world, and death by
sin; and so death passed upon all men, for
that all have sinned,”* death in Bible language
lqtcmdmrr for the penaI consequences of sin.
Again it is written, “sin hath reigned unto
death,”t and hence death is not the tribute
we pay to nature, as men say, but the tribute
we pay to the d1 ead sovereignty of sin. “By
man came death,” and “in Adam all die.’}
Deep down in the heart lies the root of the
evil, for “when lust hath conceived, it bringeth
~ forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth
forth death.”§ :

It is to be feared that many Chnstlans
have been led away by the delusions of Satan,
and by the “oppositions of science falsely so
called,”|| to regard suffering as an unavoid-
able adjunct of our physical and mental con-
stitution. They seem to think of God as an
ancient Egyptian king, bound hand and foot
 within his own splendid mausoleum, instead
of a divine and personal Architect outside of
the structure. IHe is not tied down by the
laws of His creation, and it is obvious that no

«Rom. v,12. +Rom.v,2l. 11 Cor xv,21,22. §Jamesi, 15
12 Tim. vi, 20, ! ;
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irreversible decree was laid upon Him to
bring into the world a being who must neces-
sarily suffer and die. He called into exist-
ence rank upon rank of angelic intelligences,
who feel no pain and shed no tear, and He
could have caused man to walk on the earth
in the bloom of immortal beauty and youth.

But sin entered into Eden; and “unto

the woman he said, I will gre'ltly multiply
thy sorrow and thy conception: in sorrow
shalt thou bring forth children;” while “unto
Adam He said, Because thou has harkened
unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of
the tree of which I commanded thee, saying,
Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground
for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it
all the days of thy life: thorns also and
thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thon
shalt eat the herb of the field: in the sweat of
thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return
unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken;
for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thouw
return.”’*  Such is the narrative God gives to
explain the mystery of suffering, and has any
more reasonable account ever been devised
T ¥ Gen. i, 1649,

12
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The Mystéry of Suﬁ'ering

by the human imagination? The suffering all
admit, and it is here by chance, or by fate, or
by the rigid demand of uncontrolled laws, or
by the appointment of a ‘holy God, who
assigns to it a suitable and satisfactory cause.

“The soul that sinneth, it shall die”*
“The wages of sin is death.”t Without pre-
“tending, then, to trace the connection in indi-
vidual experiences between the sin and the
suffering, it may be said in general that the
former is the fruitful and horrible parent of
~the latter. Hence, every groan that shakes
the bosom is a sorrowful protest against the
injustice of sin; every pang that rends the
frame is a swift witness to the frightful evil
of sin; every grave that has upon it a mound
of earth, or even a stately monument, is an
outstanding demonstration of the monstrous
wrong inflicted by sin. Ah, suffering one, if
you saw this in its true light, you could not
complain, like so many, that you know not
~what you have done to deserve such suffer-
ing. If the question of suffering is to be
settled by the question of deserving, alas!
“hell must be the enevitable portion of us all.,
T WEzek. xviti, 4, tRom. vi, 2 2
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The Mystery of Suffering

But there is another aspect of the sub-
ject that should not be wholly overlooked. In
the redemption of man the grace of God
reigns, but the government of God rules.
When David confessed his shocking sin in
the seduction of Uriah’s wife and in the mur-
der of her faithful husband, the prophet said
to the penitent monarch: “The Lord also
hath put away thy sin,” but he further said,
“Now, therefore, the sword shall never de-
part from thine house.”* Grace could for-
give, and the sinner was saved, but the
wheels of government must roll on, and the
sin be visited, “Whatsoever a man soweth
that shall he also reap,”} is an unchangeable
law both in the natural and in the spiritual
world, touching both the unbeliever and the
believer. Whatsoever a man soweth, whether
he be a Christian or an infidel, that shall he
also reap, although any guilt attached to the
former is entirely removed by the precious
blood of Christ.

If, for example, the former carelessly
or wilfully inhales a malarial atmosphere, or
takes poison, or violates the laws of health,

¥2 Bam. xii, 10,13,  tGal vi, 7
; 14
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he need not expect a miracle to deliver him
from the consequences of his own miscon-
duct. Or, if in earlier life he was dissipated
and licentious, and in various ways under-
mined his strength, he must not be surprised
to find that he reaps as he sowed, even while
trusting with adoring gratitude the word of
his Lord who says: “I have blotted out as a
thick cloud thy transgressions, and as a
cloud thy sins.”* Boundless mercy is ex-
hibited in dealing with the sinner, but right-
eousness must be vindicated in dealing with
the sin. “A just God and a Saviour”t is the
name of Him who interposes to save us from
utter and everlasting ruin.

The proclamation which He made of
Himself to Moses is very striking: “The
Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious,
long suffering and abundant in goodness and
truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiv-

ing iniquity and transgression and sin, and

that will by no means clear the guilty; visit-
ing the iniquity of the fathers upon the
children, and upon the children’s children,

- unto the third and fourth generation.”} Men

| *lga. xliv, 220 fIsa. xlv, 210 } Ex. xxxiv, 6,7,

15
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may quarrel with the doctrine, but they can-
~not deny the fact. They see it illustrated

 every day around them; and a wise sufferer

in pondering the mystery of suffering will
also consider the mystery of sin. Even if his
suffering is the inherited result of ancestral
sin, inflicting an incurable disease, he will
not become bitter and hard, but rather praise
the infinite grace and wisdom that can make

what is regarded as a dreadful misfortune an

occasion for the manifestation of God’s ten-
derest love to his soul. Then he can say and
sing with Coleridge, o

“See Him no other than He is;
Give both the infinites their due~—
Infinite mercy, but 1 wis
As infinite justice to0.”

~ Especially will he bow to the mercy of
~God in dealing with the sinner, and to His

- justice in dealing with sin, when he remem-
bers that the Sinless One walked the path of
suffering in obedience to the claims of both,

and that he must walk the same path, if he

Thopes to shine in His image at last. “The
~ voice of Jehovah calleth to the city, and wis-

16
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dom shall see thy name; hear ye the rod and
Him who appointed it.”*

1s there no other way, O God,
Except through sorrow, pain and loss,
To stamp Christ's likeness on my soul,
No other way except the cross?

And then a voice stills all my soul,
As stilled the waves on Galilee;

“ Canst thou not bear the furnace heat,
If 'mid the flames I walk with thee?

o : - “1 bore the cross, I know its weight,
T drank the cup T hold for thee;
Canst . thou not follow where I lead?
Tl give thee strength—lean thou on Me.”
’ * Mic. vi, % :
e 2
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CHAPTER IIL
" Bodily Suffering.

All' who believe in the providence and
word of God recognize His hand in sickness
or other physical ailments and discomforts.
The Lord Jesus did not exaggerate in the
least when he said, “Are not two sparrows
sold for a farthing? And one of them shall
not fall on the ground without your Father.
But the very hairs of your head are all num-
bered.”* Nothing apparently is more casual
than the tossing of pebbles into a cap or urn,
and yet even these are under divine direc-
tion. “The lot is cast into the lap; but the
whole disposing thereof is of the Lord.”+
A soldier in the tumult of battle “drew a
bow at a venture,” but it sped to the
accomplishment of Jehovah’s predicted pur-
pose.} Joseph’s brethern threw him into a pit,

# Matt, x, 29,30,  {Prov. xvi, 33, 12 Chron. xviii, 19.33,

18
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from which he emerged to enter a dungeon, but
‘God sent him before them to preserve life.*

The omnipresence, the omniscience, the
‘omnipotence, the very existence of God makes
it certain that He touches everything every-
where, whether with or without secondary
causes; and any other view is as unphilosoph-
ical and wunscientific as it is unscriptural.
It is absurd, therefore, to suppose that sick-
ness or any bodily suffering comes upon us
~ by accident, or by the iron rule of a natural law
that knows no master, and has no object.
Sometimes it is sent as a chastening. ‘““The .
Lord struck the child that Uriah's wife bare
unto David, and it was very sick.”’t It was
well with the child, for it was safely sheltered
in the bosom of Him who struck it, but the
blow was designed to reach the father’s heart.
“For this cause many are weak and sickly
among you, and many sleep. For if we
would judge ourselves, we should not be
judged. But when we are judged, we are
- chastened of the Lord, that we should not he
condemned with the world."}

The intervention of natural law does not

#Gen, xlv,5 - 12 Sam, inTls. . :thar.ka,M SHEr
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in the least obscure His hand, according to
the plain testimony of the Holy Spirit of truth.
“It came to pass about ten days after, that
the Lord smote Nabal, that he died.”"* “David
said furthermore, as the Lord liveth, the Lord
~shall smite him.”’4+ “The Lord smote the
king, so that he was a leper unto the day
of his death.”’} Neither did Jeroboam recover
strength again in the days of Abijah: and the
Lord struck him, and he died.”§ *““Thou
hidest Thy face, they are troubled ; Thou tak-
est away their breath, they die, and return to
their dust.”|] “Immediately the angel of the
Lord smote him because he gave not God
the glory; and he was eaten of worms, and
gave up the ghost.” Thus it is all through
the Bible, and he who reads the book of God
with an understanding heart must see His
presence and power in every form of disease,
whether commissioned to minister to the good
of His people, or sent to punish the proud
and unbelieving.

Men are ready to accept a general provi-
dence, while denying a particular, as if there

¥1 Sam, xxv, 39 11 Sam. xxvi, 10, 12 Kings xv,5.
§2 Chron, xiii, 20. Pg. civ, 29, 9 Acts xii, 23.

-
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could be any general without particulars, or
as if little things were not essential to the pro-
“duction of great results. They admit that God
, btings about the revolution of kingdoms, which ‘
rise and fall like corks stuck with feathers in
~ the game of shuttlecock, but they do not per-
~ ceive that no event, connected with the end in
view, can fly beyond the bounds of His provi-
dence. He, however, is very explicit in assert-
- ing His control of all occurrences, either by His
positive or permissive decrees. “See now that
I, even I, am he, and there is no god with me:
I kill and I make alive; I wound and I heal.”*
“The Lord killeth and makethalive: He bring-
eth down to the grave, and bringeth up. The
Lord maketh poor and maketh rich: He bring-
‘eth low and lifeth up.”t “He doeth accord-
ing to His will in the army of heaven, and
among the inhabitants of the earth; and none
can stay His hand or say unto Him, What
doest Thou?”} “Shall there be evil in a city
- and the Lord hath not done it?”§
- Nothing more, perhaps, need be said to
those who bow before the authority of the

- *Dent. xxxii, 39, 11 Sam, i, 6,7, ©oo ¥ Dan.iv,35
§Amosili, 6. . o PR P :
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sacred Scriptures to convince them that their
bodily afflictions, no matter how sore they may

be, are to be traced directly or indirectly to

the will of God. Why He permits them is
another question, and what Christians are to
do, when smarting under His stroke, is a ques-
tion of very great importance, especially in
these days. There are thousands of godly
and sincere people who insist that the prayer
of faith, if followed by anointing with oil,

will rebuke and remove disease, and hence

that all medical or remedial agencies. should

be discarded, because their use implies a lack

of confidence in the power and willingness of
God to heal. Many of them claim, and no
doubt truthfully, that they have been cured of
divers maladies in answer to prayer, and they
do not see why the benefits they have re-
ceived should not be extended to others, and,
indeed, to all sufferers.
But if we would calmly and intelligently
consider this subject, which is of vital mo-
~ment to the sick, it must not be forgotten in

the first place that similar claims, substan-

tiated by abundant evidence, are put forth hy
those with whom the Christian can have no

22
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fellowship. Spiritualists, manifestly led by
Satan, point with triumph to the numbers
healed of deadly diseases by mediums. Chris-
tian Science, so called that is not Chustlan,
but wholly devilish in its blasphemous asser-
tions and teachings, can tell of thousands who
have been restored to health by their mutter-
ings. Heaps of abandoned crutches, and other
 memorials of conquered disease at Lourdes,
France, attest the reality of the benefit received
by the pilgrims who crowd together for healing
from the Virgin Mary. Scores of educated
men and women bear witness to the healing
power wielded by an utterly fanatical sect,
known as “Overcomers,” and marvelous cures
are constantly reported as emanating from
similar sources. E

Of course it is not intimated that these
indisputable facts disprove the genuineness of
the cures wrought by the instrumentality of
brethren who stand on much higher and
holier ground. But they show that the be- °
liever should not be moved from Scripture by
mere success. Long ago it was ordained that
if a prophet give a sign or a wonder, and “the
sign or the wonder come to pass,” his prophecy

23
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| was to bé'k'despised and he himself put to death

when he turned the people from the Lord.*

" He tells us that the time is coming when false
Christs and false prophets “shall show great

signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were
possible, they shall deceive the very elect;’+
and in the last days, under the Anti-Christ,

the false prophet “doeth great wonders, so that

He maketh fire come down from heaven on the -
earth in the sight of men, and deceiveth them
that dwell on the earth by those miracles which
He hath power to do in the sight of the beast.”}

In the second place, most of the _cures
wrought by faith-healing, as it is called, are
of a nervous and hysterlcal character. Per-
sons of morbid temperament can easily imagine
that they have spinal disease, or cancer, or
tumor, or consumption, or any other malady;

~ and to them it is a horrible reality for a time.
~ Anything that will take their minds away
from themselves, and lead them to believe
~ that restoration is possible, is usually an effect-
~ive remedy. But a true child of God would
- rather be sick than resort to methods that

dishonor the Lord J'esus Chrxst and are con-? ‘
t. xil, 1.5, 1Mam. xxiv, 24. ¢RQ7 ‘xm, 13,14
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trary to his word. Nor will he permit pious
frauds, perpetrated in the interests of a theory,
to go unrebuked. Thus when a person arose
in a great faith-healing meeting, and declared
that a disecased eye had been removed from
his head, but as a result of his faith and
anointing. God had put a new eye in the empty
socket, and healed the other eye, which was
almost blind, every honest man, and particu-
larly every Christian present, ought to have
denounced the impostor.

In the third place, our faith-healing brethren
‘as a general thing go too far or they do
not go far enough. They lay great stress
upon the power the Lord gave His apostles
to heal the sick, but the commission extends
much beyond this. “Heal the sick, cleanse the
lepers, raise the dead, cast out demons.””* “In
My name shall they cast out demons ; they shall
speak with new tongues; they shall take up ser-
-pents; and if they drink any deadly thing it
shall not hurt them ; they shall lay hands on the
sick, and they shall recover.”+ Those who
‘claim supernatural power in the exercise of

*Matt. x, 8. tMark, xvi, 17, 18,
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faith do not pretend to cleanse the lepers, to
raise the dead, to cast out demons, to speak with
new tongues, to take up noxious serpents, to
drink poison; and yet surely they ought to be
- able to do these things as well as to heal, if they
are acting under the apostolic commission.

Inthe fourth place the cures wrought by
the Lord Jesus and the apostles were.instan-
taneous and complete. There was no slow
and imperfect recovery, as with nearly all mod-
ern faith-healers, nor were there any failures
except in one instance of unbelief, when a
father brought his son, grievously tormented
by a foul spirit, to the disciples “that they
should cast him out, and they could not.™*
- But the failures in the faith-healing of our day
are vastly in excess of the number cured. The
public knows only of those who have been re-
stored to health, while perhaps every experi-
enced pastor in the country is acquainted with
some who have resorted in vain to this method
of restoration. Probably not one in one hun-
dred receives any permanent benefit from the
professional faith-healers, and the disappoint-
ed sufferers are tempted to despair, lest the

*Mark ix, 18,
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failure is to be found in their want of
faith.

In the fifth place, the gift of healing is not
bestowed upon all, as generally believed and
taught. It is plainly written, “’I'o one is given
by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another
the word of knowledge, by the same Spirit; to
another faith, by the same Spirit; to another
the gifts of healing, by the same Spirit.

Are all apostles? are all prophets? are all
teachers? are all workers of miracles? have
all the gifts of healing? do all speak with
tongues? do all interpret?™* Admitting, then,
that the gift of healing was not confined to the
times of the apostles, but that it might be be-
stowed now if there was faith to receive the
power, it does not follow that every one has
the gift, or that every sufferer can be relieved.
Therefore the assertions so often heard or read
that anybody who has faith can heal or be
healed, is utterly unscriptural, as is the com-
mon disregard of the injunction, “Is any sick
among you? let him call for the elders of the
church: and let them pray over him, anoint-
ing him with oil in the name of the Lord.”}

*1Cor. xi1,8,9,29,%0.  +Jas. v, 4.
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- A devout man or a pious woman, going about
to call for the sick and to anoint them often
- unsolicited, can by no possible stretch of the
imagination be converted into the elders of the
church. Oil was not only an emblem of the
stantly employed at that time; nor need the
intelligent Christian fear that he is sinning
against God in the employment of human
remedies, when he remembers that an in-
spired prophet commanded a plaster of figs
to be used for the recovery of a sick king;*
~and that an inspired apostle directed a tired
and exhausted preacher to drink no longer
water, but to use a little wine for his
stomach’s sake and his often infirmities.}

In the sixth place, in praying for the sick

it is easy to lose sight of an essential feature

“of prayer. The Son of God could pray, when
 His sweat was as it were great drops of blood
falling down to the ground, and as if He would
give a touching example to His suffering fol-
lowers, “Abba, Father, all things are possible
unto Thee; take away this cup from Me: never-

*Isa, xxxviil, 2 11 Timv, 23
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theless not what I will, but what thou wilt.”"*
“Phis is the confidence that we have in Him,

that if we ask anything according to His will
He heareth us."t  Without submission to the

will of GCod as infinitely right and infinitely
wise, prayer is not prayer; and one is often
shocked by an exhibition among the faith-
healers of a rashness and irreverence of de-
mand that would ,

“ @natch from His hand the balance and the rod
Re-judge His justice, be the god of God.”

A pastor at an early period in his ministry
was summoned to visit a young mother, who
was in unutterable grief and distress by the
dangerous illness of her little boy. The serv-
ant of Christ tried to console her, and at
length kneeled beside her quivering form and
beside the cradle to pray. He asked the Lord
that if it were possible, if at all according to
His will, if it was best for the sufferer and
best for the mother, He would spare the child.

 She grasped him by the arm in the midst of
the prayer, saymg, “I did not send f.or you to

* Mark xiv, 36, 1 1 J‘ua v, 14,
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pray in that manner. I care not what God's

will is; my will is that he shall live. I will

- not, oh, I will not give up my child.” Strange
to say, the child recovered; and the same
mother lived to learn that the same child was
swung from the gallows for murder. Let us

- understand, as a first and fundamental prin- -

ciple of truth, that the Lord's will is always
best; and though we may not be able to hear
His voice when distracted by pain, nor to see
His meaning when blinded by tears, He is
still saying, “What 1 do thou knowest not
now; but thou shalt know hereafter.”*

In the seventh place, even the apostles

could not always heal, nor were they exempt

~ from the law of bodily suffering. At one time
Paul was so used to restore health “that from
his body were brought unto the sick, handker-
chiefs or aprons, and the diseases departed
from them, and evil spirits went out of them.™
At another time he writes “T'rophimus have
I left at Miletum sick."} At one time he
shook a viper that had fastened on his hand

into the fire and felt no harm.§ At another

"% Jno. xiii, 7. S T Acts xix, 12 12 7Tim. v, 20,
§ Acts xxviil, 3.5 )
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time he writes: “There was given to me a
thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to
buffet me, lest I should be exalted above meas-
ure. For this thing I besought the Lord
thrice, that it might depart from me. And He
said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee;
for My strength is made perfect in weakness.”™
It may be good to be strong, but it is better to
have the power of Christ tenting over us and
around us in our weakness. It may be good
to be in health, but it isibetter to have the sweet
promise fulfilled, “T'he Lord will strengthen
him upon the bed of languishing: thou wilt
make all his bed in his sickness.”}

A beloved brother, greatly owned in his
service and testimony, said not long ago, after
more than a year's absence, “Since I last saw
you I have passed six weeks upon a bed of
sickness, and I would not exchange them for
any six weeks of my entire life. Oh, God
brought me so near to Himself that, like Paul,

T almost heard unspeakable words, which it is
not possible to utter. The revelations of His
compassion and tenderness were such that I

could readily believe He‘wyili not onlv turn our

*2Cor. xil, 79, +Ps. xti, 3.
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' bed, but, as the martyred Bishop Hooper tells
us, ‘rather than it should be undone, He will

wash the dishes and rock the cradle. I learned

more of Him and more about Him in those
six weeks than ever before.” Yes, sickness is
a rough but thorough teacher of experimental

theology, and it almost compels the soul of the

believer to stay itself upon God. During Dr.

Payson’s last illness a friend said to him: “ITam

sorry to see you lying upon your back.” “Do

you know why God puts us on our backs?”

asked the smiling sufferer. “No,” was the
answer. “In order that we may look upward.”
~ While, therefore, it is perfectly proper to
pray about sickness, and to pray with a faith
that is no faith unless it is in accordance with
God’s will, let us remember that sickness is

not the worst thing that can befall a Christian.
- For eighteen hundred years all Christians have
passed through death, and millions of them
through a death of violence. We are doing
no wrong when we pray for ourselves or for
others, “Lord, if it please Thee, show Thy heal-

ing power;” but we are certainly doing right

o when we pray: “Father, glorify Thy name.”*
T %o, xii, 28 ' : ,
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“Yes, ask it for ourselves, if we need healing,
Pleading those instances of olden cure;
But if He then refuse, we still will trust Him,
And He will make it happier to endure.

“Ay, happier to bear with Him the sufferiog,
Or even death itself, with Him close by,
For in His presence there is joy forever,
And with Him near, it is not death to die.”

He has purposes of love to accomplish through
disease and pain, of which we may know
nothing at present, and while still praying in
the simplicity of an unfaltering confidence, we
are not to suppose that His omnipotence is a
mere servant to obey our behests, apart from
His holier and wiser counsels. If nothing else
was gained by our sickness, it teaches us our
need, for “they that be whole need not a phy-
sician, but they that are sick.”* It is when shut
up in the sick chamber the Christian begins
to sing with new meaning :

“The Great Physician now is near,
The sympathizing Jesus.” Rr
Whether, then, in active or passive service,
let it be our aim to do or suffer the will of God.
We read of some “who through faith subdued
* Matt, ix, 12, :
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kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained
promises, stopped the mouths of lions,
quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge
of the sword, out of weaknesswere made strong,
waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the
armies of the aliens.” Of others we read that
they “were tortured, not accepting deliver-
ance; that they might obtain a better resurrec-
tion: and others had trial of cruel mockings
and scourgings, yea, moreover, of bonds and
imprisonment; they were stoned, they were
sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with
the sword; they wandered about in sheep
skins and goat skins, being destitute, afflicted,
tormented; (of whom the world was not
worthy) ; they wandered in deserts and in
mountains, and in dens and caves of the
‘earth.”™  Suppose ye that the sufferers of this
second class were less acceptable to God, or less
dear to His heart, than the doers of the first
class with their magnificent achievements?
Nay, if there was any difference, they were
nearer to Him, as a loving parent always feels
a special tenderness for his afflicted children.
They obeyed His will, and did their appointed

* Heb. xi, 33-38.
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work, as truly and as well as their brethren in
the field of battle. The sorrowing and silent
and submissive children of our Father shall
soon find to their everlasting joy, that

“They also serve who only stand and wait.”

“T cannot say,
Beneath the pressure of life’s care to-day,
T joy in these:
But I can say
That I had rather walk this rugged way,
If Him it please.

“71 cannot feel
That all is well when dark’ning clouds conceal
The shining sun:
But then I know
God lives and loves; and say, since it is so,
*Thy will be done.’

“1 cannot speak
In happy tones; the tear-drops on my cheek
Show I am sad;
But I can speak
Of grace to suffer with submi.sion meek,
Until made glad.

“T do not see
Why God should ¢’en permit some things to be,
‘When He is love;
But T can see
Though often dimly through the mystery,
His hand above.
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“1 may not try
To keep the hot tears back; but hush that sigh, ,
‘It might have been:’ et T
And try to still TR : ‘
Fach rising murmur, and to God's sweet will
Respond—AMEN.”




" CHAPTER 1IV.
Mental Suffering.

Trouble of heart is not less common than
bodily disease, and often it is harder to endure
than physical pain. “The spirit of a man will
sustain his infirmity: but a wounded spirit
who can bear?* TFew have reached the
middle period alloted to human existence
without the distress that arises from dis-
appointed lhopes, misplaced affections, the
desertion of old friends now alienated and
embittered, the loss of social position, or the
humiliations of poverty. Fewer still have
escaped the overwhelming and lasting sorrow
that floods the soul, when the ruffian hand of
death snatches away some one that is far
dearer than life itself. It is then, if never be-
fore, the stricken sufferer understands the
meaning of the words, “The heart knoweth

& Prov. xviil, 14,
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his own bitterness;”* and, “by sorrow of the
heart the spirit is broken.”t

‘He returns from the <7ravejyu';xrd to his
desolate home, and the sight of the vacant
chair makes him sob and shudder. The sound
of voices grates harshly upon his ear, and often
he hurries away to be alone with God and
with his grief. He is sure that he can never
smile again. He wonders that the sun
shines. He is amazed that people can talk
and laugh on the streets, and that the hum of
business does not cease forever. Time and
the soothing touch of an unseen hand will at
length quiet his outward agitation, but he
carries with him to the close of life a memory
“that will not down even at his bidding. Sud-
denly the absent one will come back to him in
reading, in speaking, in writing, and especially
at night just as he is falling asleep, startling
him from his half slumber, and renewing the
anguish of an hour that is past, and yet not
past, and never can be past, through all the
sad years that remain,

No complaint may fall from his lips, and
no murmur may rise in his breast, but he can-

*Prov. xiv, 10, tProv, xv.13.
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not forget. e may say with the Psalmist,
“I was dumb, I opened not my mouth ; because
Thou didst it;"* and with Job, “Though He
slay me, yet will T trust in Him" ;t but he can-
not sing until he has recovered from the stun-
ning blow that felled him to the earth. He
resumes the duties that were dropped for
“awhile, and takes up the burdens that were
heavy enough hefore, but he knows that he is
to be more lonely than he was formerly. He
goes into society, and sometimes shakes off the
weight that is on his spirit into sweet oblivion,
but over and over in the rattle of conversation
and pleasantry sounding around him, the
truth of the familiar lines is illustrated:

“At our old pastimes in the hall
We gambolled;, making vain pretense
Of gladuess, with a dreadful sense
Of one mute shadow watching all.”

There are other forms of mental suffering, -
~not so trying, and yet the sources of serious dis-

comfort, as the pain that is inflicted upon many

a Christian by unbelieving members of the
same household.  Just before these lines were

_,.’ * Pa. xxxlx, 9, 1Job xili,15.
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written, a young lady said with tears in her
- eyes: “Physical pain is nothing to the distress
I endure day by day.” She is the only Chris-
tian in her family, and except when she at-
tends the meetings of believers for prayer or
preaching, she is constantly surrounded by a
circle of ungodly acquaintances and kindred.
 If she were an infidel nothing would be said,
- unless in admiration of her intellect and in-
telligence ; but since she chose Christ as her
portmn she is forced to encounter the badi-
nage and raillery and feeble wit of those who
hate her Saviour.

It is a common but very great mistake to
suppose that human nature and the world
have changed a particle in their essential
characteristics. It is as true now as it was
eighteen hundred years ago, that “the mind of
the flesh is enmity against God.”* It isas true
now as it was then that “the whole world lieth
in the evil one.'+ 'The deep-seated enmity
- of the heart and the malice of Satan may not
assume the same mode and manifestation of
hostility, but they are always arrayed and
united in opposition to Christ. He meant

*Rom, viil, 7" 11Jno, v, 19 (R. V). -
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what He said when He declared to the disci-
ples, “If the world hate you, ye know that it
hated Me before it hated you. If ye were of
the world, the world would love his own: but
because ye are not of the world, but I
have chosert you out of the world, therefore
the world hateth you. Remember the word
that I said unto you, The servant is not greater
than his Lord. If they have persecuted Me
they will also persecute you; if they have kept
My saying, they will keep yours also.”™

 The fact that many professing Christians
are not hated nor persecuted by the world does
not disprove the truth of our Lord’s testimony ;
it only proves that the professing Christians
have gone over to the world, and the world
sees nothing in them to hate. It was not a
falsehood the Holy Spirit uttered, when He

caused it to be written, “All that will live

godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecu-
tion,”+ and if the persecution is not endured
it would be well to ask the question, w whether
we are living godly in Christ Jesus? There
_are other persecutions besides the dungeon,
‘the rack, the stake or the den of wild beasts.

T *Jmo. kv, 180, 2Tim i 12
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and there are thousands of Christians in so-
called Christian lands who are encountering
these subtler and equally torturing persecu-
tions. Even at this present time children are
frequently disinherited and disowned because
they have confessed Jesus as their Lord, and
many a long-suffering wife could tell of a faith

‘maintained in the face of ridicule and sneers

and cruel calumnies. “What shall be given

unto thee? or what shall be done unto thee,

thou false tongue? Sharp arrows of the
* mighty, with coals of juniper.™*

To these must be added the suffering that
comes from malignant misapprehension of our

motives, from the censorious judgment of those

we trusted, from the slander in which vast
numbers, who claim to be Christians, indulge
as freely as if the cowardly sin were not
sternly condemned in the word of God.
There is no exemption from inward
trouble any more than from bodily ailments,
and the intelligent believer is bound to recog-
‘nize the hand of Providence in the former as
in the latter. He can enter into the spir-
Jitual knowledge that led David to say of the

% Ps, cxx, 3, 4.
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abusive Shimei, “So let him curse, because
the Lord hath said unto him, curse David.”*
He can understand the meaning of Jehovah's
exclamation, “O Assyrian, the rod of mine
anger and the staff in their hand is mine in-
dignation. . . . Shall the axe boast itself
against him that heweth therewith? or shall
the saw magnify itself against him that
shaketh it?”+ He can feel the force of the
Saviour’s words to Pilate, even when face to
face with the worst enemy, “Thou couldest
have no power at all against me, except it
were given thee from above.”}

It is needless to say that grief caused by
the ravages of death is to be directly traced to
the will of our Lord. “He that is our God is
the God of salvation; and unto God the
Lord belong the issues from death,”§ whether
we regard the deliverance He gives as from
death, or in death or by death. He has fixed the
number of our months, and determined the
bounds we cannot pass, so that each believer can
say for himself, and as he thinks of the beloved
ones taken away, “All the days of my ap-

*2Bam, xvi, 10, t Isa. x, 5, 15. i Jno, xix, 11
§Ps. 1xviil, 20.
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pointed time will I wait, till my change
come,”®* Once the devil held the keys of

death,} but after the death, resurrection and

ascension of Jesus, we hear Him saying, “I

am the living One, who became dead; and be-

~ hold, T am living unto the ages of ages, Amen;
and have the keys of death and of Hades.”"}
It is certain, therefore, that the dark iron door
behind which our darlings have passed could
never have been opened, until He swung it
back to welcome them home. But as He
called, so He alone can comfort. ~Vain is the
help of man. All words of human sympathy,
however well meant and however grateful to
the feelings, seem but a mockery of our agony;
~and from the kindest of earthly physicians
must come a sad negative to the question,

“ Canst thou not minister to a mind diseased;
Pluck from the memory a rooted sorrow;
Raze out the written troubles of the brain,
And, with some sweet oblivious antidote,
Cleanse the stuffed bosom of that perilous stuff
Which weighs upon the heart?”

Meanwhile, if we are shut up to the ne-
cessity of suffering, let us at 1east learn to

* Job xix, 5, 4. +Heb.ii, 14  §Rev.i18.
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suffer in silence, not forgetful of the unnum-
bered mercies received from Him who smites.

“ And if, sometime, commingled with life’s wine,
We find the wormwood, and rebel and shrink,
Be sure a wiser hand than yours or mine
Pours out this potion for our lips to drink;
And if some friend we love is lying low,
Where human kisses cannot reach his face,
Oh! do not blame the loving Father so,
But bear your sorrow with obedient grace.

“And you shall shortly know that lengthened breath

Is not the sweetest thing God sends His friend,

And that sometimes the sable pall of death
Conceals the fairest boon His love can send.

If we could push ajar the gates of life,
And stand within, and all God’s workings see,

We could interpret all this doubt and strife,
And for each mystery could find a key.”
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CHAPTER V.
Satan and Suffering.

The mystery of suffering will never be
fully explained in this world, but we cannot
even view it aright, unless we see the connec-
tion with it of that foul and malignant and
personal being called “the dragon, that old
serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan.”*
From the time of Adam’s entrance into Eden
his hateful presence has been manifested on
the earth in unceasing efforts to destroy the
souls and bodies of men, and if not permitted
to destroy, then to disturb their peace. Not
only did he succeed in seducing our*first par-
ents from their allegiance to God, but he has
ever since continued his relentless war upon
the race, tempting and troubling in every way
that infernal ingenuity can suggest, and ter-
rible power can execute.

Thus we find him in early days bringing

*Rev. xx, 2,
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upon the patriarch Job great and almost in-
tolerable calamities. Some of the smatt ones
now tell us that Job was a fictitious character,
but the Holy Ghost by a prophet and an apos-
tle* informs us that he really existed, and the
Spirit of God knows more than the higher
critics, who probably know less than nearly
anybody. Others insist that he did not really
lose his children and property, but such
brethren need to heed the divine admonition,
“Beware lest any man spoil you through phi-
losophy and vain deceit.”+  Job was a person,
and Satan is a person to whom the Lord de-
livered His servant for awhile, saying to the
deceitful and dreadful adversary, “Behold, all
that he hath is in thy power; only upon him-
self put not forth thine hand;” and again,
“Behold, he is in thine hand; but save his
life."t  Frightful trials followed, that shook
the soul of the afflicted man as storm after
storm broke over him, but it is blessed to
know that God said to the vindictive foe, as
He says to the raging sea, “Hitherto shalt
thou come, but no further; and here shall thy
proud waves be stayed.”§

*Ezek, xiv, 145 Jas, v, 11 +Col. ii, 8, #Job i, 12; ii, G
§ Job xxxviil, 11,
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~We next see the monster leading the
~ man after God's heart to the commission of
an audacious sin. “Satan stood up against
Israel, and provoked David to number
Israel.”* 'The King knew that God had said,
“When thou takest the sum of the children of
Israel, after their number, then shall they
give every man a ransom for his soul unto the
Lord, when thou numberest them; that there
be no plague among them when thou number-
est them.”+ This sum was called the atone-
ment money of the children of Israel, and it
formed the very foundation of their tabernacle
worship. David, therefore, in his self-suffi-
ciency, was treating the atonement with con-
tempt, and of course the threathened plague
fell. In like manner it was said to the Corin-
thian Christians, when they failed to recog-
nize the atonement in the Lord's supper, “for
‘this cause many are weak and sickly among
you and many sleep;” but it was Satan who
instigated a denial of the great and essential
truth.

‘Hence he appears as the adversary of
Gods people, resisting their plea for accapt~
mron xxh L tEx xxx, 1%
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ance before the throne, and demanding the
sentence of condemnation because of their
unworthiness. Thus the prophet was taught
the céntral doctrine and fact of Christianity
when the angel showed him ““Joshua, the high
priest, standing before the angel of the Lord,
and Satan standing at his right hand to resist
him. And the Lord said unto Satan, The
Lord rebuke thee, O Satan: even the Lord
that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee: is
not this a brand plucked out of the fire?’*
The representative of the people was clothed
with filthy garments, but he stood before the
angel of the Lord, the Christ who afterwards
died upon the cross; and one person who is
named Lord invoked a rebuke upon the ad-
versary from another person called Lord,

- causing the iniquity of Joshua to pass from

him, and clothing him with change of raiment
suitable for the presence of Jehovah. But the
scene reveals the deadly hostility of Satan to
the atonement, and his baffled attempt to
bring suffering upon the objects of redeeming

grace. , , L

~ In the New Testament we find more fre-

T wZech. i, 14, o e
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quent allusions to this arch enemy of God and
man, and to the untiring efforts he is ever
putting forth to mislead and injure. He dared
to assail the Lord Jesus in the wilderness,
and, mark it, if he is not a person, if the
temptation was only a conflict raging in
Christ's bosom as some of the foolish ones
say, then we have a Saviour who Himself

needs to be saved, for He was a sinner.* But

no, Satan came as a person to attack ‘the sin-
less Saviour; and it is of a person He speaks
when he says of the bowed woman, “whom
Satan hath bound, lo, these eighteen years.”'}
It is a person who is mentioned when it is
written, “then entered Satan into Judas
Iscariot,”? who had already cherished the
dark suggestion of betrayal.§ It is a person
to whom our Lord referred when he said,
“Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath obtained
permission to have you, that he may sift you
as wheat: but I have prayed for thee, that thy
faith fail not.”|| '

After the crucifixion we find that Satan
filled the heart of Ananias to lie to the Holy

* Matt, iv, 1-10, Ck L. xil, 16, L. xxii, 3.
§ Jno. xiii, 2, : | Tew. xxii, 31, il
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Ghost.* The commission of Paul to the Gen-
tiles was “to open their eyes, to turn them
from darkness to light, and from the power of
Satan unto God.”t+ The same apostle warns
his brethren, “lest Satan should get an advan-
tage of us, for we are not ignorant of his de-
vices;"t and if false teachers transform them-
selves into apostles of Christ, it is “no marvel, '
for Satan himself is transformed into an angel
of light.”§ 'The devoted servant of the Lord
desired again and again to visit the Thessa-
lonians, “but Satan hindered us,”|| he writes;

and the coming of anti-Christ in the last days

“is after the working of Satan, with all power

and signs and lying wonders;'{ while it was

the grief of the apostle’s heart, going forth

after his erring brethren, that ‘“some are

already turned aside after Satan.”**

Under the title of devil or accuser, the same
terrible and treacherous being is represented
as seeking to destroy the souls and bodies of
men. Jesus said to the Jews, “Ye are of your
father the devil, and the lusts of your father
~ye will do. He was a man murderer from the

T %Adts v,3.  tActsxzvi, 18  tCor i, 1L  §2 Cor xi, 14,
I1Thess.ii,18. §2Thess. ii, 9% *1 Tim.w, 15
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begmnmg, and abode not in the truth, because
there is no truth in him. When he speaketh
a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar,
and the father of it.”* Peter testifies to Cor-
nelius that “God anointed Jesus of Nazareth
‘with the Holy Ghost, and with power; who
went about doing good, and healing all that
were oppressed of the devil.”+ Paul writes,
“Neither give place to the devil;”} and “put
on the whole armor of God, that ye may be
able to stand against the wiles of the devil,”§
- He warns us against pride, lest we “fall into
the condemnation of the devil;"|| while James
tells us to “resist the devil, and he will flee
from us;'{ and Peter reminds us that ‘“the
devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seek-
ing whom he may devour.”**

No doubt enough has been said to convince
any one who accepts the truth of the Bible
that this horrible being is no mere creature of
a superqtltxous imagination, nor a ludicrous
bughear of childhood. ‘That he is a person,
and a person always contriving to produce suf-
fering, is as certain as divine revelation. Why

® Ino. viii, 44,  tActs x,38.  {Eph.iv, 27 8 Eph. vi, 11
#1 Tim, iii, 6. 9§ Jas iv, 7. ] Pet. v, 8
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God permits him to exist, and gives him a cer-
tain latitude and liberty, like a chained dog, is
one of the mysteries of sin and suffering, for
the solution of which we must wait until the
end of the days. He will surely injure us if he
can, and although we may not be able to trace
his footsteps through the maze of natural laws
and unforeseen circumstances that bring about
our sickness or sorrow, it would be well to be
- always on our guard, and to watch and pray
against his assaults.

We know beyond question that “if our gos-
pel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: in
whom the god of this world hath blinded the
minds of them which believe not;"* and “he.
that committeth sin is of the devil; for the
devil sinneth from the beginning."+ But it is
added, “for this purpose the Son of God was
‘manifested, that He might destroy the works
of the devil;” and while walking in fellowship
with the Son of God, we need not in the least
fear the foul fiend. He that is in us is greater
- than he that is in the world, and has already
gained the victory and pronounced judgment
TTeaConiv, 34 t17no. U8 :
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on the prostrate foe. We have only to tread in
the footsteps of the Conqueror, and to rejoice
in the promise, ““IT'he God of peace shall bruise
Satan under your feet shortly.”* “When a
strong man armed keepeth his palace, his goods
are in peace: but when a stronger than he shall
come upon him, and overcome him, he taketh
from him all his armor wherein he trusted, and
divideth his spoils.”} ‘
In the fiercest conflict and thickest gloom,
when faith is shaken by strong gusts of tempta-
tion, and hope is well-nigh gone, it will
strengthen us to remember that “the Captain

of our salvation” has already met and defeated
the foe. :

“The night is chill, my hands are very weaty,
Yet through the darkness to Thy cross 1 cling,
O thou who suffered there! Redeemer! Saviour!
Cast me not off, a weak and guilty thing,

“ Heal me, and take me: Thou hast purchased dearly

Thy ransomed ones from out the Tempter’s hand:

QOne drop of blood that falls from off Thy forehead
Shall buy my freedom, and I rescued stand.

* Rom. xvi, 2.  tTauke, xi, 21, 22,
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“Though clouded oft, the sun shines on forever;
1 know Thy grace and glory are divine;
1 need divinity to give me succor;
There is no arm to save but only Thine.

« Bare, then, that arm, O Helper and Restorer !
Satan is clutching me from off my hold!
Suatch me a smoking brand from out the burning:
Thine be the glory, as in the days of old!”




CHAPTER VI.
The Trial of Faith.

“Blessed be the God and Father of Our Lord
Jesus Christ, which according to His abundant
mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope
by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
dead, to an inheritance incorruptible, and unde-
filed, and that fadeth not away; reserved in
heaven for you, who are kept by the power of
God through faith unto salvation ready to be
revealed in the last time; wherein ye greatly
rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye
are in heaviness through manifold temptations;
that the trial of your faith, being much more
precious than of gold that perisheth, though it
be tried with fire, might be found unto praise
and honor and glory at the appearing of Jesus
Christ.”"* ‘

Faith is one of the seven precious things
Peter is led by the Spirit to mention, but here
T Pet. i, 3. '
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it is the trial or testing of faith. Observe, it is
not the question of salvation he is raising.
Those whose faith is tried are already begotten
again by the much mercy of God unto a living
hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from
the dead, to an inheritance in substance incor-
ruptible, in purity undefiled, in beauty amaran-
thine or unfading, and they are guarded by all
the plentitude of omnipotent power on their
way to complete salvation in the heavens. Yet,
for a little time, not long, they are in heaviness
or sorrow, when God sees a “needs be” for it,
that this trial of their faith, though it be tried
with fire, might be found unto praise and honor
and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ. He
is coming again, and the gold separated from
the dross by the fire will shine very brightly in
the splendor of His throne.

Surely, if Christians knew the meaning of
the trial their faith is called to endure, there
would be less hopeless grief when the flames
are kindled about them., We might think of
gold all but invisible, mingled with hard rock
and dirt, thrown into a furnace, and bitterly
complaining, if it was conscious, of the fierce
fire. *“Oh, why am I tortured thus?” it might

57




’Th‘e Mystery of Suﬁering

say. “Itis bnly for a season,” the refiner would

reply, “and you must wait patiently until the
end before you can see the purpose of your

 suffering.” “But when will the end come? I
cannot bear this agony.” “Just as soon as I

behold the reflection of my face in the molten
mass, you will be released from the furnace,

‘and when you are made into a crown meet to

be worn by a king at his coronation, or formed
into a setting for the diamond that shall flash
on the brow of his queen, you will understand
what you are now compelled to take upon faith
alone.” “The fining pot is for silver, and the
furnace for gold: but the Lord trieth the

hearts.”*  He is saying to believers in general,

as He says to Israel in particular, “I will bring
the third part through the fire, and will refine
them as silver is refined, and will try them as
gold is tried: they shall call on My name and T
will hear them: I will say, It is My people;
and they shall say, The Lord is my God.”t
Hence the apostle is directed by the Spirit to
write, “My brethren, count it all joy when ye

~ fall into divers temptations; knowing this, that
 the trying of your faith worketh patience.” It

 ®Prov. xvii, 3, . tZech. xiif, 9.
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is not, when ye run into divers temptations,
but when ye fall into them, and it is not that
the temptations are in themselves the source of
all joy, but because the trial of faith worketh
endurance. “Blessed is the man that endureth
temptation : for when he is tried [or approved],
he shall receive the crown of life, which the
Lord hath promised to them that love Him.”*
Instead of rejoicing, as we are told to do, many
Christians fret and worry, and become sullen
- under the trial of their faith, and when reeling
and staggering beneath the burden, imagine
- that thcy cannot be the children of God, if His
face is obscured behind the dark cloud. Some-
times faith stands the test, and is strengthened
by the strain; but they may still be the children
of God, although for a time led under the sore
trial to doubt His goodness, His justice, His
mercy, nay, it may be, His very existence.
Hundreds of the most saintly and sincere men
are so agitated by doubts, they are compelled
again and again to go over the whole ground of
 the evidences of God’s personal being, and the
truth of Christianity, for their own satisfaction.
The temptations to doubt causmg the trial

’J&s i,3,4,12,
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of faith, spring from four quarters. First, they
arise from within. As long as we are in the
body, the nature which is called “the flesh,” to
distinguish it from the nature that is imparted
by the Spirit, will be in us as the restless source
of temptation and trial. It was not an uncon-
verted but a converted man who confessed, “I
know that in me (that is, in my flesh), dwelleth
no good thing: for to will is present with me,
but how to perform that which is good I find
not. . . . I find then a law, that when I
would do good, evil is present with me.”* It
was not to the unsaved but to the saved it was
written, ‘“Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not
fulfil the lust of the flesh; for the flesh lusteth
against the Spirit.”} Faith is forced, therefore,
to face an evil beast in our own breasts. There
are those who bhoast that the fleshly nature no
longer exists within them, but the vaunt is an
idle dream or satanic delusion, nor can it he
supported for a moment except by lowering the
claims of divine holiness, or by palliating the
exceeding sinfulness of sin. It will be there to
the end of the journey.

Second, the world is a constant and mighty

*Rom. vii, 18,21, tGal. v, 16, 17.
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trial of faith. Thousands “‘are choked with

“cares, and riches, and pleasures of this life, and

bring no fruit to perfection.”®  Besides its al-
lurements, and anxieties, and business, let us
not forget that Jesus says of His disciples, “I

~have given them Thy word; and the world hath

hated them, because they are not of the world,
even as T am not of the world.”}  Tvery real

heliever knows that the cross has snapped the

link that bound Him to the world, and that the
separation is as wide as that made by a two-[old

crucifixion, leading Him to say, “God fothid

that T should glory, save in the cross of our
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world has been
erucified unto me, and T unto the world."§  If,
therefare, the prince of the world cannot entice
the Christian by the attractions of the world, he

will excite against him the wrath of the world,
evermore seeking to blind his eyes to the solemn

truth of God’s word, “All that is in the world,
the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and

the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of

the world.”’§

Third, thus another source of sore trial is

the malice of Satan to which, as shown in the
T eLmwil W tInooxvil, M4 $Gal vi 14 §Jmo. il,16,
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- last chapter, believers are peculiarly exposed.
He is “the prince of the power of the air, the
spirit that now worketh in the children of dis-
obedience,” the head of a vast host of foul
spirits and of a widely extended machinery of
evil, so that “we wrestle, not against flesh and
~ blood, but against principalities, against pow-
ers, against the world rulers of this darkness,

against spiritual bands of wickedness in the
~heavenlies.”* So malignant and so numerous
are the demons subject to his control, that a
legion of them took possession of one wretched
creature;t and the professing Christian is a
madman who dismisses from his mind the dis-
~ tinct testimony of the Scriptures concerning
their existence and numbers with a laugh of un-
belief or sneer of contempt. They are getting
him just where they want him. Remember that
it was the Lord Jesus Christ who said, “Behold,
the devil shall cast some of you into prison that
ye may be tried.”'}

Fourth, another way by which faith is tried
is affliction. Sometimes the blow is so severe
and the pain so sharp we cry out with the
Psalmist, “Will the Lord cast off forever? and

*Eph. i, 25 vi. 12, tMark v, 9 $Rev. il, 10,

62




The Mystery of Suffering

will He be favorable no more? Is His mercy
clean gone forever? Doth His promise fail for
evermore? Hath God forgotten to be gracious?
Hath He in anger shut up His tender mer-
cies?'* Sometimes we are ready to exclaim
with poor Israel in her centuries of weary wan-
derings, “T'he Lord hath forsaken me, and my
Lord hath forgotten me,”} and “in the day of
grief and of desperate sorrow,”} we do not
wonder that Joby and Jeremiah cursed the hour
that gave them birth.§ From the lips of mil-
lions of true Christians has the exclamation
burst forth in anguish, “Deep calleth unto deep
at the noise of Thy waterspouts : all Thy waves
and billows are gone over me,”!| and none ever
had a perfectly smooth voyage to the other side.
God had one Son without sin, but not one son
without suffering.

It may be that when He calls us to endure
heavy losses, and the heaviest loss of all in the
death of our children, He wants us to have fel-
lowship with Himself in the surrender of His
Son unto death. Such at least seems to be His
meaning in His language to Abraham, “Take

*Ps, Ixxvil, 7, 9. ¥ Isa, xlix, 14, 1 Isa. xvii, 11,
§Job, iil, 1; Jer, xx, 14, I s, xlid, 7.
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now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou
lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah;
and offer him there for a burnt offering upon
one of the mountains which I will tell thee of.”*
He is apparently thinking of Himself, and if
He had not given grace to His servant, the test

~would have broken his heart. But “by faith

Abraham, when he was tried, offered up
Isaac.”t+ His faith reached beyond death, and
took hold of resurrection, as ours must do when
there is nothing but darkness before us, leading
us to sing of God’s afflicted children in the mys-
tery of their suffering,

“Behold, we know not anything:
We can but trust that good shall fall
At last, far off, at last to all,

And every Winter change to Spring.”

We do, however, certainly know that we are
in the hands of One of whom it is written, “He
shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver,” and
that when His work is done, His meaning wxll
be made clear.

*¥Gen, xxii, 2 1 Heb, xi, 17,

64




The Mystery of Suffering ﬁ‘

“is sweet to feel that he who tries
The silver, takes his seat
Beside the fire that purifies,
Lest too intense a heat—
Raised to consume the base alloy,
The precious metals, too, destroy.

“’Tis good to think how well He knows
The silver’s power to bear
The ordeal to which it goes;
And that with skill and care
He'll take it from the fire, when fit,
With His own hand to polish it.

“"Tis blessedness to know that He
The piece He has begun
Will not forsake till He can see—
To prove the work well done—
An image by its brightness known,
The perfect likeness of His own.

“But ah! how much of earthly mould,
Dark relics of the mine,
T.ost from the ore, must He behold—
How long must He refine,
Ere in the silver He can trace
The first faint semblance of His face?

“Thou great Refiner! sit Thou by
Thy promise to fulfil;
Moved by Thy hand, beneath Thine eye,
And melted at Thy will.
O may Thy work forever shine
Reflecting beauty pure as Thine.”

5
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CHAPTER VIIL.
Christ and Suffering.

“Forasmuch then as the children are par-
takers of flesh and blood, he also himself like-
wise took part of the same.”* Likewise is a
compound word, made up of very and near to,
or as some render it, close by the side of, or as
Wetstein says, “in absolutely the samme man-
ner.” He therefore became truly a human be-
ing, “made like unto his brethren,” and knows
precisely how to feel for them, ‘“for in that he
himself hath suffered, being tempted, he is able
to succor them that are tempted.”+ The word
succor is also a compound word, meaning, ac-
cording to Parkhurst, fo run on occasion of a
cry, and it represents the Saviour in the atti-
tude of a tender mother ever on the watch and
ready to run to the relief of her sick or suffer-
ing child at the first faint sound of distress, at
the first sob of loneliness or terror.

*Heb. 1,14, t+Heb. ii, 18,
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This opens the way to another passage of
equal comfort and sweetness: “Seeing then
that we have a great high priest, that is passed
through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let
us hold fast our confession. For we have not
an high priest which cannot be touched with
the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all
points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.”’*
This is the first time in the Bible that a high
priest is ever called “great,” and it is remark-
able that our Lord should be thus described in
connection with the sufferings of His people.
The phrase, “touched with the feeling of,” is,
in the original, but one word, occurring but
once elsewhere, and there it is rendered had
compassion.t It is the word from which our
English word sympathy comes, and the state-
ment is, that we have not a high priest who is
unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, for
He was tempted in all points like as we are, and
vet from the beginning to the end He was the
sinless One.

No man has a right to say that the inspired
Scriptures exaggerate the truth in the slightest
degree, or to talk, as some of the commentators

* Heb. iv, 14, 15 1+ Heb. x, 34.
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do, of “sublime hyperbole.” It may be said that
we do not understand how Christ was tempted
in all points like as we are, but do we under-
stand any better how the eternal God became a
babe on the bosom of the virgin mother, or how
“his own self bare our sins in his own body on
the tree?””* He bare our sins and all the sins of
~all the countless millions of His people of all
centuries and all lands, making them His own
~ when He died upon the cross, and he bare our
weaknesses too, making them His own, yet
without sin. As God “made the iniquities of us
all to meet on him,”} so he made the sorrows
of us all to meet on him. In a manner un-

known to us, He gathered up the various temp-

tations that try the faith of His followers and
- friends, and pressed them to His heart, that He
‘might respond to their griefs and groans along
o the sensatxve lmk of a personal expenence

“Hc took ,the suﬂ’ermg human race:
‘He read each wound; each weakness clear:
He struck His finger on the place,
And said, ‘Thou ailest here and here”’

*1 Pet ii M.t Ysa lill, 6
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When we are bowed to the earth under afflic-
tion there is an immense difference between the
condolence of those who only know of our
trouble and the compassion of others who have
borne a similar trial. T'wo mothers, very inti-
mate and fond of each other for years, were
called to share a common sorrow in the loss one
of them sustained in the death of a child. Not
long afterwards the second buried ‘her own
child, and said to her bosom companion, “‘Once
I knew that you suffered ; now I feel it.” Jesus,
as the divine and omniscient High Priest, not

only knows the temptations that try us, but He
has actually passed through them, and wherever
we tread along the pathway of life we find His
footprints, and catch the aroma of His personal
presence. He is so identified with His people
that “in all their affliction He was afflicted ;"
and “Himself took our infirmities, and bare our
sicknesses.”t

This does not and cannot mean, as so often

‘asserted by the faith-healers, that He bare our

sicknesses in the same sense, and for the same i

purpose, in which He bare our sins. Inthefirst
“place, no such thought is expressed elsewhere

¥lsa, 1xiil, 9. tMatt, viii, 17
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in Scripture, which from Genesis to Revelation

~ is full of the great truth that He bare our sins,
~ so that His believing people do not bear them.
In the second place, all of His people without a

- single exception, ever since the words were
written, have borne sicknesses and death, often
in the most horr1ble form, and therefore if such
~an exposition is true, the work of Christ has
utterly failed. In the third place, if it be said
that this was owing to a lack of faith, it is
enough to reply that the fanh—healers sicken

~ and die like all others. Indeed, it is notorious
- that some of their leaders resort to medical rem-
dies when they are sick, and that many of them
~suffer from various physical disabilities. The
 text obviously means that there was divine
~ sympathy, which entered into the depth of the
- need Jesus relieved. ‘
It is most important that the suffermg chﬂ—

~ dren of God should see this, and lay hold of it

~ with as firm a grasp as possible. They will be -
tempted to think that if He were upon the
~ earth they could go to Him with confidence in-
 His sympathy, but that heaven has removed
~ Him to such a distance, and surrounded Him
 with such glories, He has forgotten the tribu-
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Iat1ons of H1s mortal state ‘Let them remem-
ber for their consolation, that after His ascen- -
~sion into heaven, and after its glorles shone
around Him above the brightness of the noon-
day sun, He was still reached by the strokes
that fell upon his tried people. He dazzled Saul
by the splendor of H1s appearaince, forcmg the .
fierce prosecutor to cry out, “Who art thou, 50
, LordP And the Lotd sa1d Iam }esus, whom
thou persecutest.”* He did not say, thou art S
- persecuting My disciples, but thou art persectit-
ing Me, fer He keenly felt every blow they re-
 ceived. ‘ :
So when He comes agam in the glory of His
 Father, and all the holy angels with Him, and
[ ~ sits upon the throne of His glory, and all na-
tions shall be gathered before Him, it will be
found that whatever has been done to the least
of His brethren has been done unto Him.t Any
kindness shown to them is a kindness to Him;
any contempt of them is contempt of Himself,
~ ‘“for we are members of His body, of His flesh,
- and of His bones,” so united,'sd completely
- one in nature, life, standing, service, suffering,
resurrection and glory, there can never be any '
mix, 5 tMatt xxv; 4146, ;fﬁph. v, 30, ' :
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* separation, nor any distinction in God’s treat-
ment of them, save that He is the exalted head

of those who constitute “the fulness of Him
that filleth all in all."* His own prayer is, “that

the world may know that Thou hast sent Me,

and hast loved them, as thou hast loved Me”
and herein is love with us made perfect, that we
‘may have boldness in the day of judgment: be-
- cause as He is so are we in this world.”}

We are not surprised, therefore, to read that
“it became Him, for whom are all things, and
by whom are all things, in bringing many sons
unto glory, to make the Captain of their salva-
tion perfect through suffering.’§ How could
the perfect One be made perfect? He was not
only absolutely and entirely sinless from His
conception and for evermore, but He could not
sin.|| He alone of all the human race could
'say, “The Father hath not left Me alone: for I
do always those things that please: Him.”
Over His head alone was the deep silence of
heaven twice broken, that the Father might
- speak down audibly from His throne, “Tlns is
My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”"**

*Bph. 4,23, +Tno.xvii, 23. 1 Tno. iv, 1. § Heb. i, 10,
WJno. ili, 9. 9§ Juo, viii, 20 #Matt. i, 17; xvii, 5.
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He “knew no sin” ;j* He was w1thout sin” ;¢

He was “holy, harmless, undefiled, separate

from sinners”;} He “did no sin”;§ “and in
Him is no sin.”’|| Still He was made perfect
through sufferings. The Christ on the cross
was something more perfect than the Christ
baptized of John in the Jordan, as a Saviour
and a sympathizing High Priest. Perfection
was perfected; the exceeding fine gold was
gilded with a brighter lustre, and through suf-
ferings.

Is it strange, then, that His people suﬁ’er"
Would it not be far stranger if they did not
suffer? God’s love for His only begotten Son
is infinite, and yet it was not inconsistent with
His boundless love that His Son should be the
greatest of sufferers. It cannot be inconsistent

with His love to permit trials to come upon
His younger children, “for whom He did fore-

know, He also did predestinate to be conformed

to the image of His Son, that He might be the
first born among many brethren.”’{ Shall they
be conformed to His image in every other re-
‘spect but in His tribulations? There is no

W2Cor v, 2. +Heb.iv,15  THeb, vi, 2. §1Pet i, 22
11 Ina. iii, 5 4 Rom. viii, 29 : NS
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; grosser decept1on practlsed upon sick and suf—- :
fering saints than to tell them that if they have
faith they ‘may be exempt from pain - and
trouble, for the faith of Christ never faltered ;

_even once, and still from His borrowed cradle
to His borrowed grave He was *‘ a man of sor-
‘rows and acquamted with grief.”* Blessed be
His name, He is “the same yesterday, and to-
day, and forever,”+ and “this same Jesus” shall

~ come again.}

Better tell them of the inexhaustible suffi-
ciency of His grace, and of His unchanging and
unfailing sympathy. Better bid them consider
His example when in His agony He said, “The

cup which my Father hath given me, shall I not
drink it?”§ It was not a caldron, but a cup; it
was not a cup sent by chance or ordained by
fate, but a cup given; it was not given by an

-~ enemy, but by a Father’s hand ; and if nothing

- more can be done in our pain and weakness but
murmur His name, it will be most acceptable
prayer to that Father’s heart. A dear old
‘'woman in her protracted and wearing sickness
forgot all the Scripture she ever knew except
the verse, “That I may know Him, and the

©oo*Tsal1ill, 3. tHeb, xiii, 8, tActs i, 1. §JIno. xviii, 11
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power of His resurrection, and the fellowship
of His sufferings.”* At last she forgot all of
this verse but the word HIM, and day after
‘day, and night after night, she whispered,
“Him, Him.” Never did sweeter worship
~ascend to heaven, and we can readily believe
that God would rather hear the breathing of
that name from the pallid lips of a tired sufferer
than to listen to the hallelujahs of angels, or to
look upon the small achievements of robust
service. 'The fellowship of His sufferings
brings us very near to the Father’s heart.

“ Precious stones are cut and polished

By the lapidary’s skill:

Cruel knife and rasping friction
Work on each the Master’s will.

Not until the sparkling facets
With an equal lustre glow,

Does the artist choose a setting
For the gem perfected so.

“Thus I wait the royal pleasure,
And when trouble comes to me,
Smile to think He may be working
On the gem, small though it be.
All T ask is strength to bear it,
Faith and patience to be still;
Held by Him, no knife can slay me,
Trusting Him, no anguish kill,”
* Phil, iii, 10.
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CHAPTER VIIL
The Abiding Comforter.

“I will pray the Father, and He shall give
you another Comforter, that He may abide with
you forever; even the spirit of truth; whom the
world cannot receive because it seeth Him not,
neither knoweth Him: but ye know Him; for
He dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.”*
The Comforter or Paraclete is literally “one
called or sent for to assist another,” and the
word so rendered is elsewhere translated Advo-
cate.} But the advocate is summoned as a sup-
port, the defender of an accused person before
a court of justice. The risen and ascended
Jesus is our Paraclete or Comforter or Advo-
cate in the court of Heaven, and the Holy Spirit
is another here below to abide with us and to
keep us along the journey of life.

Hence we read, “The Spirit also helpeth our
infirmities: for we know not what we should

*Jno, Xiv, 16:17. +1 Jno. ii, 1.
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pray for as we ought: but the Spirit Himself
maketh intercession for us with groanings
which cannot be uttered.”* ‘The word helpeth
means “to lay hold of along with another,” and
the thought suggested is that of a man bearing
a burden too heavy for him. The load is be-
coming more and more oppressive, and he fal-
ters and turns faint, and is about to sink under
the intolerable weight, when a loving and
strong friend steps forward and lifts the bur-
den, and relieves the weary one, and enables
him to carry that which seemed like a mountain.
Almost crushed, the heavy laden soul cannot
pray, but only groan; and yet the groan in
dumb, inarticulate language is also a prayer, the
fruit of the Spirit’s intercession for him and
within him.

A pastor frequently visited a child of God
who was painfully and slowly dying from can-
cer. She said to him one day, “I am so racked
with agony it is impossible to pray. Even when
I rally somewhat from the influence of mor-
phine, my mind is so dazed I cannot put two
words together.” He looked at her a moment
and said, “You can groan, can’t you?” “Oh,

*Rom. vili, 26,
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yes,” she answered, “My days and nights are
passed in groaning.” “Well, never mind your
prayers, then; your groans going up to God
reach His ear and heart far more surely, it may
be, than the most eloquent address to the throne
of grace, for they are the Spirit’s intercession
in your behalf.” One groan borne upward by
the Holy Spirit is worth a thousand wordy
prayers; and “He that searcheth the hearts,”
that is, the Lord Jesus Christ,* “knoweth what
is the mind of the Spirit, because He maketh
intercession for the saints according to the will
of God.”t+ When God, therefore, hears the
groan of a suffering Christian, He is but an-
swering the desire of His own heart.

It is most important, however, to grasp the
truth that the Comforter is not a vague and un-
definable influence, but a divine person, abiding
with us forever. He is as truly a person as the
~ Lord Jesus Christ, who always spoke of Him
in the use of the personal pronoun, He and
Him, and who associated Him with Himself
and with the Father in the ordinance of bap-
tism,} as He is associated with the Father and
the Son in the apostolic benediction.§ To Him

*Rev. ii, 23. +Rom. viii,27. *Matt, xxviii,20. §2 Cor. Xiii, 14,
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are ascribed both in the Old and New Testa-
ments all divine attributes and perfections; and
it is He in the plenitude of His grace and love
who is with the sick or sorrowing saint day and
night. “What! know ye not that your body is
the temple of the Holy Ghost, which is in you,
which ye have of God ;”* and “if any man have
not the spirit of Christ, he is none of His.”}
This does not mean the disposition of Christ,
but the Holy Spirit of Christ as his indwelling
and permanent guest.

In the memoirs of Dr. John M. Mason it is
stated that while he was President of Dickinson
College, Carlisle, Pennsylvania, he was called
to endure a very heavy affliction in the death of
a beloved son. The stricken father sat with
bowed head during the funeral services, but
when the pall-bearers at the close took up the
coffin to convey the body to the place of burial,
he raised his eyes and said, in tones of thrilling
solemnity, “Tread lightly, young men, tread
lightly; for ye carry a temple of the I—Ioly
Ghost.” Yes, tired, and weary, and ofter weep-
ing sufferer, that body of yours, racked with
pain and helpless on a sick bed, is the temple

*1 Cor, vi, 19, tRom. viii, 9
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of the Holy Ghost, nor will He permit it to
decay by disease except to rear out of its ruins
a far more beautiful and more glorious temple.
Meanwhile he is with you every moment,
meting out the kind and the degree of suffering
best suited to accomplish His own loving pur-
pose.

We often read of the wrath of God, and even
of the wrath of the Lamb, but we never read
of the wrath of the Spirit, and as Christ is the
Head of the Church, so it may be said that the
Holy Ghost is the Heart of the Church. He
presents the motherly aspect of the divine na-
ture, if the expression may be allowed, and the
intelligent Christian at once thinks of Him
when his eye falls upon the words, “As one
whom his mother comforteth, so will I comfort
you,”* nor is he surprised to learn that the
early churches had rest, when “walking in the
fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the
Holy Ghost.”’+ He is so ever present, and so
consoling in His gentle ministrations, that the
believer can rejoice in tribulations, though they
may tear him as a threshing machine, “know-
ing that tribulation worketh patience; and pa-

*Isa. 1xvi, 13 tActsix, 31
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tience, experience; and experience, hope; and
hope maketh not ashamed ; because the love of
God is poured out in our hearts by the Holy
Ghost which is given unto us.”*

Let the sufferer cherish the sense of the Com-f
forter’s abiding presence, and he will better un-
derstand the meaning of the precious words,
“Ye have not received the spirit of bondage
again to fear ; but ye have received the Spirit of
adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.”t
We may not be able for very anguish of body
or mind to utter another word, but it is the
Spirit’s cry in the heart, and like the first mut-
tered “Papa” of a little child, or the wail of a
new born babe, it goes to the Father’s heart.
The Christian Superintendent of a Deaf and
Dumb Asylum stated at a Sunday School Con-
vention a little while ago, that a child had been

- placed under his care by a father who was ex-
ceedingly fond of her, and all the more $0 be-~ ‘

cause of her sad infirmity. -

At last he wrote to the official that he could ;
~stand the separation no longer; he must see his
child. She was informed of his expected ar-

rival, and during the interval was taught, by

*Rom. v,ss + Rom. vhi,ls.
6 o 81
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imitating the movement of her teacher’s lips,
to pronounce one word. A carriage drove to
the entrance into the grounds; she eagerly
watched him as he descended, and throwing
open the door, hurried down the walk, her curls
flying in the wind, and her eyes sparkling with

 gladness. He saw her coming, stopped, held

out his arms with a bright smile on his face,
when she rushed to him, and looking up said,
“Father.” 'The Doctor declared that the man
rolled on the grass, sobbing and shouting in the
rapture of his joy to hear those sweet, dumb
lips utter that one word.

Tried and troubled one, the mystery of suf-
fering will begin to be clear if under the
promptings of the Comforter you will cry, per-
haps with tears, Abba, Father. The night be-
fore Dr. Chalmers was absent from the body,
and present with the Lord, he was overheard
by some of his family, while he was walking in
the garden, saying again and again, “Oh, my
Father, my heavenly Father.” The old man
and the great man was becoming a little child

- once more, as it always is with a true Christian

when he approaches the end. He sees clearly
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that “the kingdom of God is not meat and
drink,” or external display, or forms and cere-
monies, but “righteousness, and peace, and joy
in the Holy Ghost,” and he readily enters into
the longing of the apostle’s prayer, “Now the
God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in
believing, that ye may abound in hope, through
the power of the Holy Ghost.”}

It all comes to believing at last, not seeing,
nor feeling, nor trying, but believing ; and then
hope springs up through thz power of the Holy
Ghost. It is His teaching that leads the chil-
dren of affliction to say, “We know that all
things work together for good to them that love
God, to them who are the called according to
His purpose.”} It is not that all things shall
work, as it is often quoted, but do work, are
working ; and it is not that we see it, or feel it,
but we know it upon the sure testimony of
God, confirmed to us by the ever abiding Com-
forter. Tt is that Comforter who is saying now,
as of old, and as truly now as then, “Yea, the
Lord shall give that which is good ;”’§ and even
He can use no stronger beseeching in exhorting

#*Rom. xiv, 17 +Rom. Xv, 13, 1 Rom. viii, 28.
. §Ps 1xxxv, 12,
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to continual prayer, than “the love of the
Spirit.”"*

“0 Comforter of God’s redeemed,

‘Whom the world does not see,
What hand should pluck me from the flood

That casts my soul on Thee? j
Who would not suffer pain like mine,

To be consoled like me?

“When T am feeble as a child,
And flesh and heart give way,
Then on Thy everlasting strength
With passive trust I stay;
And the rough wind becomes a song;
The darkness shines like day.

“It is not hard to bear by faith,
In Thine own bosom laid,
The trial of a soul redeemed,
~For Thy rejoicing made:
Well may the heart in patience rest,
That none can make afraid.

“Deep unto deep may call; but I
With peaceful heart will say,
Thy loving kindness has a charge
- No waves can take away:
Then let the storm that speeds me home
Deal with me as it may.”

*Rom. Xv, 30.
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- CHAPTER IX.
The God of All Comfort.

“Blessed be God, even the Fatherof our Lord
Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the
-God of all comfort, who comforteth us in all
‘our tribulations, that we may be able to com-
fort them which are in any trouble, by the com-
fort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of
God. For as the sufferings of Christ abound in
us, so our consolation also aboundeth by
Christ.”* He is the God of all comfort, the
- source of every kind of consolation we receive
now and for ever; and the last verse intimates
that the suffering we endure is the natural and
necessary result of His Son’s suffering on the
cross. Elsewhere He is described as the “God
~ that comforteth those that are cast down.”t
The word comfort in these passages is the
one from which Paraclete is derived, and hence
the glorious God is pleased to reveal Himself
*2Cor. 1,35 +2Cor. vil,6. ‘ i

 85 '




The Mystery of Suffering

- as called to the side of His children who are in
trouble, that He may render them needed help.
He sends both the trouble and the help, and
therefore the Psalmist says, ‘““T'hou, which hast
shewed me great and sore troubles, shalt quick-
en me again, and shalt bring me up again from
the depths of the earth. Thou shalt increase
my greatness, and comfort me on every side.””*
Again he writes by the Spirit, “Cast thy burden
[margin, gift, that which He has given thee]
upon the Lord, and He shall sustain thee,”+
the word sustain being also rendered in other
places, bear, feed, guide, nourish, provide and
recetve. Thus, when God gives a burden, it is
that we may roll it upon His strong arm,
and we look up with the cry, “Remember the
word unto Thy servant, upon which Thou hast
caused me to hope. This is my comfort in my
affliction ; for Thy word hath quickened me.”}

He not only comforts, but He sympathizes
with those upon whom He lays the rod. Thus
we read, “Comfort ye, Comfort ye, my people,
saith your God. Speak ye comfortably to Jeru-
salem.”§ Here the first definition of the word
comfort is *“to sigh, to mourn, to grieve over, to
T WPs.lxxi, 2,21 +Ps.Iv, 22 $Ps. cxix,49,5. §lsa x1,1,2
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feel compassion for, to pity,” while the word,
“Speak comfortably” is, literally, “Speak to the
heart.” He expects the tenderness of His own
heart, when He sends the rod of gentle chasten-
ing, to reach the heart of His suffering child,
and drive away all fear. The Son of His love
has taught us that two sparrows were sold for
a farthing, and so cheap and worthless were
they that if a man bought four, the seller threw
in another for nothing; “and not one of them
is forgotten before God. But even the very
hairs of your head are all numbered.”* To
His disciples, in the midst of great perils and
privations, He said, “There shall not a hair of
your head perish. In your patience possess ye
your souls.”t

A pastor often visited an old saint eighty-
seven years of age, who for fifteen years was
bed-ridden and blind. She was usually very
bright and cheerful, but on one occasion she
told him that since his last visit she had been in
terrible darkness. When he inquired how it
came, she replied that she had been informed
of the sudden death of a youthful and useful
Christian lady, who was a near neighbor, She

®Lu. xii, 6,7 tLu. xxi, 18, 19,
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began to wonder why God spared her so long,
when she was of no service to anyone, and then
the thought darted into her mind that He had
so many people to look after, He had forgotten
her, and, “Oh, the horror that rolled over my
soul at this,” she exclaimed. ‘“But you are out
of the darkness now ; how did you get out?” he
asked, “There is but one way,” she answered,
“and that is by going to the Word. I remem-
bered that the Lord Jesus declares all the hairs
of our heads are numbered, and although I once
had children of my own, whom I loved, T sup-
- pose, as much as most mothers love their chil-
dren, and although I washed their faces for
them, and brushed their hair many a time, I
never thought enough of one of my children to
count every hair on its head. Since my Father
thinks enough of me to count every hair on my
old gray head, I told the devil to go away and
let me alone, and he has left me in peace.”

Think of the wayin which the God ofall com-
fort addresses Himself to the necessities of His
suffering children. Are vou old, oppressed with
sad memories, and utter loneliness and gloomy
forebodings? “Even to your old age I am He:
and even to hoar hairs will I carry you: I have
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made, and I will bear; even I will carry, and
will deliver you.”*  Are you troubled? Thou
wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind
[margin, thought or imagination] is stayed on
Thee : because he trusteth in Thee. Trust ye in
the Lord for ever: for in the Lord JEHOVAH
is the Rock of Ages.”t+ Are you hungry? “He
shall feed His flock like a shepherd, He shall
gatherthe lambs with His armand carrythem in
His bosom, and shall gently lead those that give
suck.”’} Are you weary? “They that wait upon
the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall
mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run,
and not be weary, and they shall walk, and not
faint.”’§ Areyouafraid? “Fear thou not, for
I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy
- God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help
 thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand
of My righteousness.”|| Are you thirsty?
“When the poor and needy seek water, and
there is none, and their tongue faileth for thirst,
I, the Lord, will hear them, I, the God of Israel,
will not forsake them. I will open rivers in

% » ' #Jsa, xlvi, 4. +Isa.xxvi,3,'4. S i!sa.fxl,ii.' :
§1sa, x1, 31 Cllsa.xli 1000 . :
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valleys; I will make the wilderness a pool of

“water, and the dry land springs of water.”*
Are you in the midst of stormy seas and fierce
flames? “When thou passest through the
waters, I will be with thee: and through the
rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou
walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be
burned ; neither shall the flame kindle upon
thee.”+  Are you fighting? “No weapon that
is formed against thee shall prosper ; and every
tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment
thou shalt condemn.”’} Are you tempted?
“When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the
spirit of the Lord shall lift up a standard
against him,”§ margin, “put him to flight.”

©These are a few of the promises taken froma

single book of the Bible, and there are more
than thirty thousand similar promises which the
God of all comfort gives in the Scripture, and
which may be appropriated by His suffering
children, according to their need, and according
to the decision of His infinite wisdom, and un-
changing love concerning their best interests in
this world, and the world to come. Never yet
was a check of faith drawn on His boundless

*sa, x1i,18  +Isa. xHii, 2 }Isa. liv, 17, §Isa. lix, 19,
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resources to be dishonored, although the return
from His treasure-house may not have been
- just the kind we desired or expected.

“When God would teach mankind His name,
He calls Himself the Great I AM,
And leaves a blank—believers may
Supply those things for which they pray.”

Well then, may burdened Christians send
forth the bold challenge, “If God be for us,” or
“Since God is for us, who can be against us?
He that spared not His own Son, but delivered
Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him
also freely give us all things?”* 'That is, all
things that He can give consistently with His
purpose in the gift of His Son. A lady whose
health was shattered, and whose hushand had
lost his money, complained one day to a servant
of Christ that God was harsh in His dealings
with her. While they were talking her sleeping
baby awoke, and she took it up to quiet its cries.
A bright fire was blazing in the grate, and he
suddenly inquired, “What enemy is so dear to
you, or what interest is so great in your estima-
tion, that in order to serve the one, or to secure
the other, you would put your babe into that

» Rom. vill, 31, 32,
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 fire?” She looked at him a moment with an
~ expression of surprise and indignation, and re-
plied, “You know perfectly well that I would
not cast my child into the fire for any con31dera-
~ tion whatever.” ;
“And yet,” he said, “God cast His only be-
~ gotten and well beloved Son into the fire. God -
spared Him not, though He saw His deep hu-
miliation, though He beheld Him weltering in
bloody sweat in Gethsemane, though He wit-
nessed His frightful agonies on Calvary, and
still you doubt His goodness.” Surely the
- greater gift includes the less, and he who really
believes that God's love for him was so great
He gave His Son to the death of the cross, can
easily believe that God’s love for him is infinite,
- even when calling him to listen to the voice of
the rod. God’s love for His Son was never
greater than when those cries of distress went
. up at mzdmght from the garden, and His love
~for His sons is never greater than when they
- complain, with sick Hezekiah, “I reckoned till
morning, that, as a lion, so will he break all my
bones: from day even to night wilt thou make
an end of me.”*

- #Isa, xxXviii, 13,
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“Who shall separate us from the love of
Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or perse-
cution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or
sword?” We may suffer every kind of priva-
tion and trouble, and at last be killed, but does
this put an end to the love of Christ? “Nay, in
all these things we are more than conquerors,
through Him that loved us.”* When we beat
an enemy we are conquerors, but when the
enemy becomes a friend we are more than con-
querors. When we endure tribulation and dis-
tress and other forms of trial without a mur-
mur, we are conquerors; but when we know
that God compels them to do our bidding, to
obey our behest, to minister to our welfare, to
kneel at our feet, and ask how they can serve

us, we are more than conquerors, or as the word

may be rendered, very far more than conquer-
ors, and all through the unchanging love of

Christ. Lo :

It is a love so deep and tender that it secures
His constant presence at every step of our jour-'
ney through an unfriendly world. “Lo, I am
with you all the days, even unto the end of the

age.’+ He has not forgotten His promise. “I
: g P

*Rom, viii, 3537 qu.tt. xxviii, 20.
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will never leave thee, nor forsake thee;’* or, I
will not, not leave thee, neither will I not, not
forsake thee, or I can not, I will not forsake
thee; no, indeed. “If a man love Me, he will
keep My words: and My Father will love him,
and We will come unto him, and make Our
abode with him.”t The word abode occurs
but once elsewhere, and there it is rendered
mansions, as if the indwelling of the Father
and the Son by the Holy Spirit were just fitting
the man who keeps Christ’s words, perhaps by
tribulation and distress, for a statelier place in
the Father’s house with its many mansions.
We may be sure that the power and the
- presence and the immutable love of the Father,
the Son and the Holy Spirit will secure us
against any suffering that is not absolutely
~ necessary. If nine hundred and ninety-nine
~aches and pains will answer the purpose, we
shall not have a thousand. If a thousand hot
tears coursing down our cheeks will accom-
plish the end the God of all comfort has in
view, we shall not have a thousand and one.
We do not know what is best for us, but He

*Heb. xili, 5. tJno. xiv, 23
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does, and we can say with the prophet, “O
Lord, I know that the way of man is not in him-
self: it is not in man that walketh to direct his
steps. O Lord, correct me, but with judgment;
not in Thine anger, lest Thou bring me to
nothing.”* Out of the word that liveth and
abideth for ever comes the sweet response to
this prayer: “The God of all grace, who hath
called us unto His eternal glory by Christ
Jesus, after that ye have suffered awhile, malke
you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you.
To Him be glory and dominion for ever and
ever. Amen.”t

In view of this, surely some light is shed
upon the mystery of suffering, when we see
that sorrow at least furnishes the dark back-
ground on which the God of all grace shows
His sufficiency for all our need, and the plat-
form for the manifestation of patient submis-
sion to His will. It is obvious also that those
who suffer according to His will are doing
His will, not less truly than those in the field
of active service,” and shall fully share in the
reward to be given at the coming of Christ

* Jer, X,23,24.  tPet. v, 10, 11
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Jesus. ‘‘As his part is that goeth down into
 the battle, so shall his part be that tarrieth by :
the stuff : they shall part alike.”* : S
If the suffering children of God Would :
recogmze the dignity and greatness of their
calling, and the truth that “the Lord hath
His way in the whirlwind and in the storm,
~and the clouds are the dust of His feet,”} they
could press through the tempest to His
b ~ bosom, finding how true it is that ‘

- “There is a point of rest
At the great centre of the cyclone’s force,
A silence at its secret source:” :
A little child might slumber, und:sturbed )
Without the ruffle of one fairy curl, : i
In tha.t strange central calm axmd the mxghty wh1r1 P

Let them remember that when their Lord~
~ was on the earth, He not only rebuked the
~ roaring wmds and raging waves, but muzzled
~ the sea,} as the Greek word means, and that
‘He still lives to ‘muzzle our afflictions, lest
~they go too far. We may be made to weep,
but Faith will look up with the cry, “Put Thou

my tears into Thy bottle: are they not in Thy
- book?’§ Yes, they are all in His bottle, pre-
T iSamommx2h tNald  $Markiv®.  §Ps.1viS.
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served before His throne; and then, as if He
feared that some of them might be lost, they
are recorded in His book. Every one of them
will sparkle like a gem in the crown of the suf-
ferer’s rejoicing, at “our gathering together
unto Him,”* and every page upon which they
were entered will be luminous with the splendor
of His grace and glory.

; “When we touch the shining strand
3 Where the waiting angels stand,
| In the far-off Fatherland, ‘
‘ We shall know,
In the happiness unending
Of a blissful comprehending, :
“'What our life-work meant below.

“ In the fullness, deep and wide,
Weary souls, by sorrow tried,
Knowing, shall be satisfied
In His rest: ~ S
Finding, in the perfect sweetness
~Of ‘an infinite completeness,
That God’s ways are always best.” =

*2Thess. if, 1.
T




CHAPTER X.

The Everlasting Arms.

',‘rfThe eternal God is thy refuge, and under-

neath are the everlasting arms.”* This was
spoken primarily of Israel, but it is equally
true of all God’s people in every age and in

cevery land. The arm is the symbol of power,

and the arms of Te 1ovah never grow old nor
feeble. Israel, unconscious of His presence and
~unmindful of H1s promise, has been borne for
twenty-five hundred years, since the Babylonian
- captivity, upon these strong and everlasting

arms, and this isthe only way to account for the
- preservation of the Jews amid the fiery persecu-

“tions of centurxes, and the tremendous tempta-
‘tions to merge their identity with other nation-
alities. 'The same everlasting arms are under-
‘neath the suffering‘believer in Jesus, and thus.
‘and thus only, is he kept and upheld

* Dent. xxxiii, 27
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First, it is a 1'«3(16(3111111(T arm. ‘“Wherefore
say unto the children of Israel, I am the Lord,
and I will bring you out from under the bur-
dens of the Egy ptians, and I will rid you out
of their bondage, and T will redeem you with
a stretched out arm.’* Afterwards it was .
shown that the redemption was by blood, and
the arm was the mere instrument to put into
effect the purpose of God’s sovereign grace.
“The blood shall be to you for a token upon

the houses where ye are: and when I see
the blood, I will pass over you, and the plague
shall not be upon you to destroy you, when I
smite the land of Egypt.”+ The real redemp-
tion, therefore, took place when the blood was
sprinkled, and the arm was stretched out to
defend those who were delivered from death. !
God did not say, when you see the blood, but'
when I see the blood; nor did He say, when I
see your good feelings, your repentance, your \
resolutions, your baptism, your efforts, but, %
when I see the blood. The blood alone made |
them safe; the word alone made them sure; and ;
the feeblest child, the most timid woman, was

Y

W

*Ex. vi, 6 tEx. xii, 13
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as truly sheltered under the blood, and as far
beyond the reach of the destroyer, as were
Moses and Aaron,

It is most important for the afflicted Chris-
tian, who penders the mystery of suffering, to
see that the question of his redemption is
already settled. If he thinks that God is call-
ing his sins to remembrance, or that he is work-
ing in pain for his escape from the curse, there
can be no comfort for him. He must accept
as true the testimony of the Holy Ghost,

“Christ maTHa redeemed us from the curse of

the law, being made a curse for us)”* “In
 whom we HAVE redemption, through His blood,
the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches
- of His grace.”’t * Forasmuch as ye know that
ye WERE redeemed from your foolish conduct,
transmitted from your fathers, not by corrupt-
ible things, as silver and gold, but by the
precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb with-
out blemish and without spot.”{ So precious
‘isthat blood, the very shadow and type of God’s
lamb redeemed Israel, and “ much more then,
being NOW justified by His blood, we shall

be saved from wrath through Him.””§ Theever-
T *Gabih 13 tEph.i,7  $1Pet 11819  §Rom.v,9.
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lasting arms are underneath us, only because
Christ by His own blood “entered once into the
holy place, having obtained eternal redemption
for us.”’*

~Second, it is a saving arm. “They got not
the land in possession by their own sword,
neither d1d their own arm save them; but Thy
right hand, and Thine arm, and the light of
Thy countenance, because Thou hadst a favor
unto them.”t God Himself says, “My right-
eousness is near; my salvation is gone forth,
and mine arms shall judge the people: the isles
shall wait on me, and on mine arm shall they
trust.”$ Amid the shameful failures and apos-
tasy of Israel, and the guilt and ignorance and
helplessness of the Gentiles, “He saw that there
was no man, and wondered that there was no
intercessor ; therefore His arm brought salva- ‘
tion unto Him; and His righteousness, it sus-
tained Him.”§ Jonah might pray and quote

Psalms, but not until he could say, “Salvation

is of the Lord,”|| did the Lord speak to the fish,
and send forth His poor servant out of the belly
of hell, out of the midst of the seas, from the -

*Heb. ix, 12, ,+Ps. xliv, 3. flsa1i, 5 §Isa lix, 16
170,159, ST s e e
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compassing floods, and from the overwhelming
billows and waves, and wrapping weeds at the
bottoms of the mountains.
 So it is still; the suffering Chrlstlan must
be brought to the end of his own resources,
and learn the difference between doing and
done, between trying and. trusting. As long
~as we are occupied with ourselves, it is impos-

sible to obtain peace, but when we turn our

eyes without to the finished work of Christ,
the storm of agitation ceases, and there is a
great calm. We must understand once for
all the meaning of the angel's announcement
~ to Joseph, “Thou shalt call His name JESUS:
~ for He Himself shall save His people from

their sins.”* We must see that the One “who

is the outshmmg of the Father's glory, and :
the exact impress of His substance, and up-
holdmg all thmgs by the word of Hxs power,

when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat
down on the right hand of the Majesty on

high.”+  We must accept the testimony of the

word that, apart from any aid we could render,
and independent of any assistance from the

Church or any other creature, “by grace are,

*Matt. i, 21 THéb 4,3
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[WERE] ye saved through faith; and that
not of yourselves; it is the gift of God.”™
Then, and not until then, do we receive the
chastening of a Father's hand, as a correction
sent to those who “ARE the children of God
by faith in Christ Jesus,”t already “passed out ’
of death into life,’} already saved because
“His own self bare our sins in His own body on
the tree.”§
_ Third, it is a strong arm. “Thou hast a
mighty arm: strong is Thy hand, and high is
Thy right hand.”|] Well might the question
be asked of Job in his distress, “Hast thou an
arm like God?"] It called his attention away
from hisown weaknessto the omnipotentarm of -
God, on which he ought to have leaned his
‘whole weight in the day of his calamity. Thus
- too, our attention is called to the contemplation
of “the exceeding greatness of His power to us-
ward who believe, according to the energy of

~ the strength of His might, which he wrought in.

i Christ, when He raised Him from the dead,
and set Him at His own right hand in the
- heavenlies.”** He is there controlling all the -

*Eph. 1,8 +Galiii, 26  $Jmo.v, 24  §lPet.ii, 2
© |Ps Ixzxix,13. §Jobxl, 9. *Eph. i, 19 20 :
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affairs of this world, directing all the events
of the believer’s life, and permitting no trial
to befall His blood-bought people, except as it
may execute His own loving design. To know
this is to enter into the joyful experience of the
apostle, who did not grimly endure sufferings

~ because he could not avoid them, but triumph-
‘antly exclaimed, “Therefore I take pleasure in
infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in per-

secutions, in distress for Christ's sake: for
when I am weak, then am I strong.”*
Fourth, it is a scattering arm.._ “Thou hast

~ scattered Thine enemies with Thy strong
~arm.’} When the Israelites started upon
~ their journey across the pathless' desert, the ark
of the covenant of the Lord went before them
to search out a resting place, while the cloud
of the Lord was upon them by day. “And
it came to pass, when the ark set forward, thatw;
Moses said, Rise up, Lord, and let Thine ene-
mies be scattered, and let them that hate Thee

flee before Thee.”} At least twenty times in
the prophecy of Ezekiel alone it is announced

‘;that the same Israelites, once so happy and

SO ; *2Cor. xii, 10. -1 Ps, Ixxxix, 10. - ¥Num, x, 35
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prosperous, shall be scattered among all the
nations of the earth for their iniquities; but
the scattering arm of the Lord can compel the
evils that scatter the true followers of Christ
to promote His glory and the good of His peo-
ple. 'Thus in the fierce persecution that scat-:
tered the Church at Jerusalem, “they that were
scattered abroad went everywhere preaching.
the word.”* OQur ascended Saviour holds in -
His imperial hand the sceptre of universal
empire, and “a King that sitteth on the throne
of judgment scattereth away all evil with his
eyes.”t

Fifth, it is a gathering arm. “Hear the
word of the Lord, O ye nations, and declare
it in the isles afar off, and say, He that scat-
tereth Israel will gather him, and keep him,
as a shepherd doth his flock.”t No wonder
the prophet adds, “Upon this I awaked, and,
beheld; and my sleep was sweet unto me.”
Over and over from Deuteronomy to Mala-
chi, this future gathering is affirmed in the
plainest and most positive and unconditional
manner, and the spiritual exposition which

* Acts vili, 4. 1 Prov. xx%, 8. }Jer. xxxi, 10,
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applies it to the Church, or finds its fulfill-
ment in the return of a remnant from the Baby-
lonian captivity, seems like little less than
trifling with God’s word. The same truth is
taught in the New Testament, where our Lord
declares that “He shall send His angels with !
a great sound of a trumpet; and they shall :
gather together His elect from the four winds,
from one end of heaven to the other.”*
Meanwhile we read of another gathering,
~as when Caiaphas unconsciously prophesied
that “Jesus should die for that nation; and
not for that nation only, but also that He
should gather together in one the children of
God scattered abroad;”t so that “there shall
be one flock and one fold under one shep-
herd.”} Our Christian life begins with our
gathering together unto Him by falth and it
ends with our gathermg together unto Him by
sxght as the apostle exhorts us “by the com-
ing ‘of our Lord Jesus Christ, and our gath-
ering unto Him.”§ Can anyone imagine that
between these two gatherings He will be neg-
lectful of His flock? “He calleth His own

*Matt. xxiv., 31. 1 Ino. xi, 51, 52. $Jno, x, 16,
§2 The‘ss. ii, .
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sheep by name, and leadeth them out, 7% and
knows them often also by the very bruises
and wounds they receive on their way to meet
Him in the air.

Smth it is a glorious arm. “Where is
He that brought them up out of the sea with
the shepherd of His flock? Where is He
that put His Holy Spirit within him? that
led them by the right hand of Moses with His
glorious arm, dividing the waters before them
to make Himself an everlasting name?”t
The cross of Christ has snapped the link that
bound us to this world, and “our citizenship
is in heaven; from whence also we look for
the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ; who shall
change the body of our humiliation into the
likeness of His glorious body, according to the
working whereby He is able even to subdue all
things unto Himself.”} We cannot suppose
that on our way to the glory the good Shep-
herd,§ the great Shepherd,|| the chief Shep-
Therd, having such an arm will permit any
suffering to come upon us, that will not make
~ the glory the brighter i in the day that Wﬂl ful-

*Tno. %, 3. +Isa, Ixiif, 11,12, $Juo.X, 4. §Juo. o VR
|| Heb, xiii, 20, 91 Pet.v,4. :
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fill the promise, “When Christ who is our life, -

shall appear, then shall ye also appear with
Him in glory.”*

Seventh, His arms are embracmg and veryfy
Ntender ‘When He saw His dlscxples rebuking

those who brought their little ones to Him,
“He was much displeased [the only time He
~ ever manifested His displeasure with His poor,
ignorant, erring disciples], and said unto them,
- Suffer the little children to come unto me, and
forbid them not: for of such is the Kingdom

of God. ... And He took them up in His arms

[embraced them, folded them in His arms],
put His hands upon them and blessed them,”t
Can any sufferer doubt the love of such a

~Saviour? Can any one imagine that He is
indifferent to the pains and sorrows which He
Himself felt, and which He feels afresh in
the griefs and trials of His friends and follow-
‘ers? In the darkest night and wildest storm
He is still saying, “Be of good cheer; it is I;
be not afraid. "t

*Col. iih 4, Mark x, 14-16, 1 Matt. xiv, 27
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«Then cheer thee, cheer thee, suffering saint!
Though worn with chastening, be not faint!
And though thy night of pain seem long,
Cling to thy Lord—in Him be strong;

He knows, He numbers every tear;
Not one faint sigh escapes His ear.”

“What, tho’ the way be rough and steep?
What, tho' we stumble as the blind?
There's joy reserved for those who weep—
The Everlasting Arms are kind.

¢ What matters it if sorows come?
What, though the night be dark and long?
The darkest cloud but hides the sun—
The Everlasting Arms are strong.

“What, though life’s ocean surges high?
Tho' adverse winds now toss each wave?
‘Be not afraid! ’tis only I'—
The Everlasting Arms can save.

“What, tho' besieged by sin and strife,
The heart and flesh but sink and quail?
“] am the Way, the Truth, the Life’'—
The Everlasting Arms ne'er fail.

“ Remember, flame consumes but dross;
To pure gold adds but brighter charms,
*Neath the ‘blood-stained banner of the cross,
Behold the Everlasting Arms.

“In life’s fierce conflict, faithful be;

‘ "Tis only they who win the crown.
! When Death disrobes mortality,

‘ The Everlasting Arms reach down.”

1 109
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CHAPTER XI.

Fear Not.

~ These words, or their equivalent, “Be not.
afraid,” occur at least ninety times in the Old.

Testament, and twenty-four times in the New.
They touch every class and condition of God's
people under all possible circumstances of suf-
fering and trial. They contain a command
and an exhortation, and if the one was obeyed
and the other heeded, the necessity for disci-
pline might not be avoided, but the severity
of discipline would be mitigated. When smart-
ing under the sharpest stroke, or groping
through the darkest night, the voice of our
Almighty Father, of our interceding High
Priest, and of our ever, abiding Comforter
~would be distinctly recognized, sounding in our
hearing and in our hearts, “Fear not,” and all
dread of final defeat would be instantly quelled.
~ The sufferer may complain that he is com-
pelled to receive the knowledge of God’s pres-
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ence and help by faith alone. Very true, but
he is also compelled to receive nearly all of his
knowledge by faith alone. Apart from the
very few incidents that have fallen under his
personal observation, his knowledge of the en-
tire history of the world he receives by faith
alone. Apart from the very few persons and i
places he has seen, his knowledge of all the g
men and of all the countries and cities on the i
face of the earth he receives by faith alone.
Apart from the very few who have investigated
for themselves the secrets of God'’s universe, all
the rest of the race must receive their knowl-
edge of scientific discoveries by faith alone.
Thousands and millions buy, and build, and
plant, and sell, and sail seas, and work, wholly
on the strength of their faith in what others
have said; and faith never seems an absurd:
thing to the unbeliever until God and the Bible -
are mentioned. ‘“Evidences of Christianity!”
! exclaims Coleridge; “I am weary of the word.
K Make a man feel the wantofit, . . . and
you may safely trust it to its own evidence.”

A mother leaves her sick child, saying, “I |
am going into the next room, but fear not; %
and if you want anything call me” The |

)
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The Mystery of Suffering

~ |child receives the knowledge of the mother’s
inearness and helpfulness by faith alone, but
- does the fact that the mother is invisible pre- A
%vént the child from calling for assistance and '
'sympathy? Suppose the sufferer knew that :
the Lord Jesus Christ is in the next room S
listening to his sighs and interceding in his
behalf; he could not fear. But heaven is only
the next room, so nigh that Stephen saw Him o
through the opened door standing on the right
hand of God,* so nigh that He spoke audibly
to Saul of Tarsus,} so nigh that although He
refused to permit Mary to touch Him, be-
cause He had not ascended to the Father, a few
minutes later He was back on the earth, invit-
~ing her to hold Him by the feet.} ,
“And the angel said unto them, Fear not:
- for behold, I bring you good tidings of great
i joy, which shall be to all the people. For unto
~ you is born this day in the city of David, a ‘ ,
‘Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.”§ Here! ¢
’ the gospel is proclaimed by an angehc mes- '
- senger, and all fear of the consequences of sin
~may be removed at once from ‘the sufferers

oo g

e i

®Actsvil, 55, 4 Acts ix, } Jno. xx, 17 Matt xxvlu, 9
§Lm, 11,10, 1L -
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 mind. " Since the coming and death of
~ Christ on the cross the announcement is ever-
. more sounding from heaven, “Behold, now is

the accepted time; behold, now is the day of
salvation.”* All the doing was done when
He cried with His expiring breath, “It is fin-
ished;”+ and now it is a question, not of
struggling, but of believing on Him who “died
for our sins according to the Scriptures;”} for
“he that believeth on Him is not judged; but
he that believeth not is judged already, because
le hath not believed in the name of the only be-
gotten Son of God.”§ The invitation is now:
“Come, for all things are NOW ready.”||
Righteousness is now offered as a spotless robe
to the believer: “NOW the righteousness of
God without the law is manifested, being wit-
nessed by the law and the prophets; even the
righteousness of God, which is by faith of
Jesus Christ, unto all, and upon all them that
believe.”f Justification is now waiting on the
lips of the great Judge: “Being NOW jus-
tified by His blood, we shall be saved from
wrath through Him,”** and “there is therefore

*2 Cor. vi, 2 fJno.xix, 30. ' $1Cor.xv,3  §Juo. iii, 18
I Ln. xiv, 17, T Rom. ili, 21,22 ¥ Rom. v, %

8

113




The Mystery of Suffering

NOW no condemnation to them which are in
Christ Jesus.”* Nearness to the throne is
now the privilege of all who trust in His name:
“NOW, in Christ Jesus, ye who sometimes
were far off, are made nigh by the blood of
Christ.”+ Intercession is now presented in
their behalf: Christ is not entered into the
holy places made with hands, which are the
figures of the true; but into heaven itself
NOW to appear in the presence of God for
us.”} 'The Son’s place is now their place:
“Beloved, NOW are we the sons of God.§
Hark! you can hear Him saying, ‘Fear not.” ”

Second—His watchful . providence = should

banish fear, “I say unto you, My friends, "

Be not afraid of them that kill the body, and
after that have no more that they can do.”
God directs and upholds a little bird in its
- flight: “Fear not, therefore; ye are of more
value than many sparrows.”|| Once Paul
stood on the deck of a tempest-tossed vessel
amid a terrified crew, and calmly said, ‘“There
stood by me this night the angel of God, whose
I am, and whom I serve, saying, Fear not,

*Rom. vil; 1. +Eph. 4,13,  tHeb.ix, 26,  §1 Jno. iii, 2
| L. xid, 47,
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Paul;” and to the captain and sailors he said,
“There shall not an hair fall from the head
of any of you.” It is true that they had to
swim for it, “and the rest, some on boards,
and some on broken pieces of the ship. And
$0 it came to pass that they escaped all safe to
land.”* Once the Master lay in the hinder
part of the ship asleep upon a pillow, and when
a great storm of wind arose, insomuch that
the ship was covered with the waves, “His dis-
ciples came to Him and awoke Him, saying,
Lord, save us: we perish. And He saith unto
them, Why are ye fearful, O ye of little faith?
Then He arose and rebuked the winds and the
sca; and there was a great calm.”t Only
trust Him, suffering and faint-hearted one, for
“He maketh the storm a calm, so that the
waves thereof are still. Then are they glad
because they be quiet; so He bringeth them
unto their desired haven.”}

- Third—If in poverty, or in loneliness, .ot |
in the midst of enemies that rob _us of all our j

wells of earthly comfort, He is still saying, as ;

He said to His faithful servant who refused to |
take from a thread even to shoe-latchet from |

* Acts xxvii. + Matt. viii, 26. 1 Ps. cvil, 29,30,
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the World Fear not, Abram; I am thy shield,
and thy exceﬁdmg great reward 7% He is still
“saying, as He said to a Weepmg mother in the
~ wilderness, Waiting for the death of her child,
“What aileth thee, Hagar? fear not, for God
hath heard the voice of the lad where he is.’}
He is still saying, as He said to Isaac, whose ;
herdsmen were driven away by the herdsmen
~of Gerar, “Fear not, for I am with thee and
- will bless thee.”} He may speak roughly, as
Joseph did to his brethren, in order to bring us
to a sense of our sin, but He sends a message,
as Joseph did by the mouth of his steward,
“Peace be to you! fear not.”§

Fourth—His people are sometimes led, as
Israel was led, and that, too, remember; un-
der the guidance of the pillar of cloud by day,

“and the pillar of fire by night, to encamp at
Pi-hahiroth, “the mouth of Caverns.” Before
them was a sea on which was no boat nor
bridge; behind them was the army of the
mightiest empire on earth, and there was no

~way of escape on either side. “And Moses

, sa1d unto the people, Fear ye not stand still,

T ¥ Genxv, 1  tGemxxi, 17 % Gen xxvi %
§ Gen, xiiiiizs. ; s
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and see the salvation of the Lord."* Very
often we fail to see the salvation of the Lord,
because we do not learn to stand still, to cease
from our own efforts, to cast our selves in sim-
ple fauth upon His almighty and plotectmg
arm. Jehoshaphat, surrounded by foes, could
“only cry, “We have no might against this great
company that cometh against us; neither know
we what to do: but our eyes are upon Thee.”
The result was a message from the prophet,
“Thus saith the Lord unto you, Be not afraid
nor dismayed by reason of this great multitude,
for the battle is not yours, but God’s. . . . Ye
shall not need to fight in this battle: set your-
selves, stand ye still, and see the salvation of
the Lord with you, O Judah and Jerusalem
fear not nor be dismayed.”t "
Fifth—There are times when we are over-
whelmed by the discovery of our own ,,Yilﬁilggg
in the presence of His glory, and we feel like -
falling with our faces toward the ground as

Danijel did; while our comeliness is turned in i

us into corruption, and we retain no strength.
But there most surely comes a voice from one
like the similitude of the sons of men, “O

* Ex. xiv, 13, ?2 Chron xx, 15-17.
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man greatly beloved, fear not; peace be unto
thee; be strong. And when he had spoken
unto me, I was strengthened, and said, Let
my Lord speak; for Thou hast strengthened
me.”* Nay, such an experience is frequently
needed to fit us for service, and if this is
kept in mind, the mystery of suffering will
“be better understood. Most of us_are like
Peter, who fell down at Jesus’ knees under
the display of His power, saying, ‘“Depart from
me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord.” But
immediately came the response, ‘“Fear not.
From henceforth thou shalt catch men.”}t It
is well if in suffering and by suffering we
learn the sublime paradox of the apostle,
“When I am weak then am I strong.”

Sixth—The same word of cheer attends us
when shuddering beneath the blow that de-
prives us of our chﬂdren Jairus fell at the
feet of Jesus beseeching Him greatly in be-
half of a little daughter lying at the point of
death. But the Saviour was stopped on the
road to heal a suffering woman, and during
the trying delay, “there came from the ruler
of the synagogue’s house, certain which said,

*Dan. x,19,  FLu v, 10,
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Thy daughter is dead: why troublest thou the
Master any further? As soon as Jesus heard
the word that was spoken, He saith unto the
ruler of the synagogue, Be not afraid, only be-
lieve.” Yes, as soon as He heard the word,
for He did not wish unbelief to enter that sor-
rowing heart, and make the grief all the
greater. Calmly He went on His way, and
~entering the house of mourning, He took the
dead child’s cold hand in His own, say-
ing, “Rise, my darling,” the pledge and the
forerunner of the vv01d He will speak to our
darlings when He comes again.
Seventh—Beyond death the voice of cour-
age and hope attends us even to the judgmenf
seat of Christ. At His open grave the angel
said unto the women, “Fear not ye,” and the
risen Jesus Himself said to them, “Be not
afraid.” The beloved disciple who Ileaned
upon His bosom at the last supper, fell at His
feet like a dead man, stricken down by the

brightness of His glory on the isle of Patmos;

‘but the Lord laid His right hand upon him,
saying, “Fear not; I am the first and the
last.™  John never feared again. Awful

_ *Rev. i, 17
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judgments passed before his vision, like succes-
sive flashes of lightning, like hurrying cyclones
with terrifying roll of thunder and roar of
winds, but he trembled no more. The assur-
ing touch of Jesus was upon him, and he knew
that he was above the storm forever. ‘“Here-
in is love with us made perfect that we may
have boldness in the day of judgment: because
as He is so arE we in this world.”*
Why then should we fear, though the rough
~waves are tossed by the tempest, when faith
can behold Him walking on the sea and hear
His voice, “Be of good cheer; it is I; be not
afraid.”+ Why should we shrink, when He
says to us amid the tumult of the world, and
the perils that beset our souls, “Come ye your-
_selves apart into a desert place, and rest a
while.”t He does not say Go, but Come, for
Himself will be with us in our loneliness, and
the place of our separation and suffering will
become radiant with the beauty of His mani-
~ fested presence.

#1Jno.iv, 17, +Matt. xiv, 27.  $Mark vi, 31

120




The Mystery of Suffering

“Qhut in, shut in from the ceaseless din
Of the restless world, and its want and sin;
Shut in from its turmoil, care and strife,
And all the wearisome round of life.

“Shut in with tears that are spent in vain,
With the dull companionship of pain;
Shut in with the changeless days and hours,
And the bitter knowledge of failing powers.

# Shut in with dreams of days gone by,
With buried hopes that were born to die;
Shut in with hopes that have lost their zest,
And leave but a longing after rest.

“Shut in with a trio of angels sweet,
Patience and Grace all pain to meet,
With Faith that can suffer and stand and wait,
And lean on the promises strong and great!

“Shut in with Christ! Oh, wonderful thought!
Shut in with the peace His sufferings brought:
Shut in with the love that wields the rod;

Oh, company blest! shut in with God!”



CHAPTER XII.
Songs In The Night.

- “But none saith, Where is God my Maker,
who giveth songs in the night?’* Elihu is
here reproving Job for his self-righteousness,
and he tells him that as the wickedness of man
cannot dim the majesty of God, but brings ruin
to the sinner, so the obedience of man cannot
profit God, but it carries blessing and joy in its
train, even songs in the dark night of afflic-
tion. “Therefore trust thou in Him” is the
lesson he seeks to teach the sorely tried man,
and it is the lesson he learned in the school of
suffering, when the Lord spoke to him out of
the whirlwind. “Then Job answered the Lord
and said, Behold, I am vile; and what shall I
answer Thee? I will lay mine hand upon my
mouth.”}

There are many things about which sufferers
may sing, if they will only turn their thoughts

*Job xxxv, 10,  +Job x1, 4
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away from themselves and their distressing
circumstances, and train their minds to bring
before them the tender assurances of infinite
love scattered through the Word. Try it some
sleepless night, when racked with pain, or toss-
ing and turning in your bed, disturbed by
doubts, haunted by fears, harassed by painful
recollections, tortured by gloomy forebodings
or shrinking from death. Recall all you can of
the life and sayings and sympathy of Jesus,
remembering that “all the promises of God in
Him are yea, and in Him amen, unto the glory
of God by us,”™ and see if it will not quiet your
agitation, like His own “Peace, be still,”
spolken to the storm: “for so He giveth His be-
loved sleep,”’t and in sleep.

“Of all the thoughts of God that are
Borne inward unto souls afar
Along the Psalmist's music deep,
Now tell me if that any is,
For gift or grace surpassing this,
He giveth His beloved sleep.”

First, we may sing of His creative power
in the night of sorrow, and thus catch the
strains of that first music, “when the. morn-

* 2Cor. 1,20,  1Ps. cxxxvii, 2
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ing stars sang together, and all the sons of
God shouted for joy.”* It is a manifesta-
tion of power designed to give comfort to the
afflicted, for the Holy Spirit expressly writes,
“Let them that suffer according to the will of
God commit the keeping of their souls to Him
in well doing, as unto a faithful Creator.”t
It is a still greater comfort to know that crea-
tion was an act of power put forth by the
hand that was nailed to the cross, “for by
Him were all things created that are in heaven
and that are in earth, visible and invisible,
whether they be thrones, or dominions, or prin-
cipalities, or powers: all things were created
by Him and for Him: and He is before all
things, and by Him all things consist. And He
is the head of the body, the church: who is the
beginning, the first-born from the dead, that in
all things He might have the pre-eminence.”}

- Surely it is enough to call forth a song in
‘the darkest night to understand that over the
night, and in the face of the night, the Son of
God reigns, “whom He hath appointed heir
of all things, by whom also He made the
worlds ;who, being the brightness of His glory,

* Job xxxviii, 7. : +1 Pet. iv, 19. $Col. i, 16-18.
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and the express image of His person, and up-
holding all things by the word of His power,
when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat
down on the right hand of the Majesty on
high”* Since He who loved us unto death
not only made the worlds, but upholds all
things by the word of His power, it is certain
that no suffering can be the portion of His peo-
ple, except that which is necessary to carry out

- the purpose of God, 