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INTRODUCTION . 

The l'eader will find, in the coul'Se of the following discussion, the cir­

cumstances which gave rise to it sufficiently expla.ined. It may be proper, 

however, to say here, that it was commenced in the columns of the Protes­

tant and Herald, without any expectation of its swelling to so great a size, 

or assuming it.s present more permanent shape. It. was adclres~ed to the 

Rev. S. S. lYrcRoberts, at th~t time the Editor of that paper, and still the 

writer's much esteemed friend and brother in the Gospel. There has appear­

ed no reason for ch:rngiug that particular form of the discussion, and it has 

accordingly been retained here. The whole is offered for the serious con­

sideration of all the friends of truth, into whose hands it may fall. Candid 

and just people will clearly ascertain its method ancl its aim, before they will 

condemn it. If any determine beforehand that I am wrong, I protest against 

their prejudgment of the case, aml can only say with him of old, "Strike, 

hut hear me." I go for free discussion. Nor do I perceive any good rea­

son for exempting this particular subject from its scrutiny. I think that 

every doctrine, which is proposed for men's belief and practice, ought to be 

carefully weighed in the balances of truth and reason, and if it be found 

wanting, TEKET, ought to be written on it. 



" PROVE ALL THINGS, H OLD FAST THAT WllIOH IS GOOD , " 

R1w. S. S. JvTcRonERT~: 
Dear ,Brothu-l lui.ve Llcemecl myself required by the circumstances 

ut' the whole c11se, togi vo the nmplest exo.mino.ti n, which other iudi pen 11-

t,le and pt iug eng "cmcnts would permit, to tlto 11Totnl Abstinence'' 
quo tion, n it h come up between us, pn.rllculntly in tho columns of tl1e 
F rote 10.nt o.ud Uernld of the 2;jth u It.; noel the paper containing it nccor;n­
panies this note, for insertion in your columns as your onvenience wlll al• 

1 w. 
This dlsc11ssion wns c m,nen •ed under a fictitiou signnturc--not. for the 

ymrpoae of vndlng re ponsibi!ity, hut of 1;hunning tile appentance of o on• 
tntion. In preparing lhi!I e. temled ·{pr sion of my Vt IVS, however 1 
have found it c011venient to refer to persons 11nd thing'!'! with some fr edom. 
On this ncconnt, I do not feel willing to reta.in the clisguisc of e,n nnony· 
mous writer, and now cle!'>i.re to ;i,ppcnr, under rny own ]'l'Oper na.me, before 

all who ma.y choose to re~tl this arr;unw 11t . 
Some of onr \Jrethrc>n, 1 m y u well say here, ,,ith whom I b ve convers-

ed on this subject, ftnd wll nre worthy to be trci1ted with reat deferenr.e, 
have wished me to dec1ln m Id the.so views public-nlledging th l ul­
though they be true, they may no~ \;e whole,;ome ju5t no w- -thD.t they are 
liable to be misunderstood, and tbuf. to bei:ome e;;trernely injurious-not 
that yon, sir, or other intelligent nnd cnnclid pArsons, but thnt the fierce nnd 
unscrupulous promoters of fanatical opinions-e~pr.cinlly if they be person· 
ally unfriendly-will misrepresent my vicy.r,;, and c:1hunniate me by' saying 
tho.t I am wilfully opposing temperance, 1rncl thtit <lru1ilwrcls uud their allies 
will misinterpret my meaning-, and, suppo~ing me to be defeJl(ling them, will 
take encouragement to pursue th.eil' dreadful nnrl wicked cunrses. To such 
brethren I hnvc saicl, and you will snflPr lJle to repeat it here, to avoid, if 
possibie, offendin1 good meu, that while the results r.n?;ges tPr1 n;·e not im­
possible in this instance, and would bo very painful to me, they nre only 
such as nre very frequently inseparable from the defence of truth-that infi­
nite wisdom has not tnught men so to present even inclir,pntnble truth , as not 
to be liable to gross perven,ion-tho.t the worcl of Go<l itself does not so state 
its doctrines 11s to prevent the obdurate and perven,e from misunderstanding 
their import, and taking occasion therefrom to commit sin. Thus Peter 
testified of his beloved brother, Paul, that according to the wisdom given 
unto him, that is, by Divine inspiration, he had written his epistles; and 
yet in them were some things hard to be understood, which they that are 
u11le11rnecl and uns~able wrest, as they do also the othe1· scriptures, unto 
the'.r own <lest.ruction. It cloes not nppear, however, that Peter would have 
desired any of Paul's doctrines to be suppres~cd-uu the contrary he hiin-. . ' 



<elf r •it ro.lod Lh~ expr . wn ol sunw ul' thr• hitnl' l uf the , 0. 11 I t mt 111 
lh ir strong st form. All of ,v who 1irco.r·h tile• trn(h, r who ohs rv lht­
elf'ect of ltou m nklnd, n1· Ii rnlliM Hit iMtnncP ul' Hs pon·orsion, cv<'n 
to mo.Jung iL the ordi;;i n of . Jn . 1 cunlidently clofy the wi!:lll t, mo t lcor11-
ecl nnd godly n,it1llltor II l'.!nrlh. so to ·plain, rl fl nt1, nnd cnfi r c, some 
th 1 1uli11g uoctrin s of' t!Jo I l uspc>I, u' thnL m 11 wi11 no! rn ii<tnko u.nd per­
\'ctt thorn. ll hn n t pl a ·eel tOtl totn.Jly 10 hinder Lhi nbu ·e nml w u.n­
not get rid of it while we love nnd proclnim the trutl1. lt i noL o. uffi i nl 

re1t 11, thon, agninc;t holding or utteriug o,n opiniou, thoL ome will mistnkc 
nnrl perv rt it, Mel liy it cncourngo thom ·e lves iu th ir sin·, ls you, null I, 
, nd nil our brethren, ought to cen preuching the doctrine. of gro.ce. A 
to the mo.ttor in htuul I cl sire n.ml ho.ve. eduluusly entlenvorcd, to mn.ke my­
s If untl <:1 rstn id; but if n11y will misl'cpresont, pervert, r mi lake my moan­
ing,] •o.nn t help it, nor clo T cone ive thnt it is my fa.ult, I a\11 not the 
enemy, but the fast fl'iencl of trmperance-011 thusc very well !wow, who 
hn.vr bron ncqno.inted with my npinipns or my co11d11ct nny time for th ln t 
tifi en yen rs. ud drn11knrtl theme; lves, if !hay will be ·omo sober enough 
t.o nndo ·tnnd plain EngJ1qJi, nnc1 will rend what follows, will clearly per-

i ·e thol they I ny not I' •ly up n mo for encomngom nt nn<l defonc. , nnd 
will find no apology for tlicii· vices in nny thing tltnt J hnvo WTilt(ln. They 
rnu l go J .. ewhcro, if th<'Y \\'011ld !ind ono to exous thoir hocking outrage 
upon thoir O\ n nature, so, iety, and Ci- d. My sincere de-ire is to p.romole 
th great int re b of tem))"r, nc rid sobriety-to r scuc th m f'roni th 
n.bus s, the discrcdil nnd Lhe ruia which their i n1m1.11t nncl unpruilent rLd• 
voe tes ere brinj!'inir upnn ihem nil, if II h rensonin o.s I cnn urA"e will 
rw11il, t help t 1ml them • up n u r11tinmi.l 11nd rlpturul h3 i , t.l1nt tl1 
1 Ill pon I' our vnrfll re, be1111 not carnnl, mn.y prove miahty through Go1I, 
,,, th l nllillf!' clown of Lronr£ holds. 'fhm·,, i. nothiug, fo m opinion, in 

rnor or reli ions strng ,1e, thnl ,nny with grer1ler propriety be tormerl 
, cnrnn l wenpou, und be h ld, thoroforP., 10 he pro cribod of God. o.nd likely. 
na v rrrln in, t inj nre the u e which ,tis 11scd t pr mote, t hn.n fols \ i w 
of .truth, nnd raise rensoui111, in ethir· nr theology. nd I can repos no 
,.onficlen,..e in the ultima. 11st'fnlne. !l of nny ;ch mo, , hich attempts t do 
mc.n aood by tallin th Ill only n pnrt of who.l i11 lruo m the pr miSC!s, n.nd 
for th bo.l a.nee, 11b tit11ung~umelhiag tbnt iR fol • 

The mtin\ point of inquiry, thon, tourhing th propriety of pursuing this 
i\iscu ion, 1 coJ1ceivo to b thi , vii· Arrtlui view. which I m1tertnin nnil 
hcuo pre ent. ,iu t n.ntl trur, in th jn(I 111r11t • f sound ron!lo11 nlightone<l b) 
tboword f ocH nr tlti<i \'('1')'. cnsil ,lr nnd cundi,1 pe ·on will judga for 
him ·1>1f nlwt he Im rP.nrl Ute1u. '£hey l\npenr tom t be so, r 1 hnd n •ver 
he]() them; o.nd I nrn tho allowed th . n 111e righ Lo hold whn.t • eem t me 
true, th l others clnim, 1md no one mny rle ·idr for mt' ll'hnt I ·}111.ll beliav 
nnd rxpre s. I 0111 entitled to I, he ul by nll my hr thr 11. If tit e view. 
s em to them lal r, wh n they hnv 1'oxoti1lly con. inPr d them, then thoy 
hnvr only t tl"jcet them. u11d, if thoy rhnosc, ·po r thom. .Bul no ont> 

n.y, by uuth1>r1ly, pronounce theni fi l e nud Ii rbid ,Ji •11 ion. Lf 1 h \'O 

not reo.ch d lh truth, il rnu.y b true! oul by farlhcr uw slrga.tion. Each 
l er.ion mu ·t nl ~ jurlga for hims If, whether U11s discu ion is timel!J, l•'or 
111y. elf l deem !t not a. moment too eo.rly. Tho course of it will how, l 
think, tJint faW1t\1ln to IJ•uth nnd r s n in g ero.l, 1u1d Lo 11ound morn l 
u.nd temper:mco in p rlicular, r rbi<l longer ile11ce. I r. I that 1f l nm to 
be blnme<l o.t nll, it i • fbr uot speaking out soon r, nnd fbr hearing those o.s-
o.ul upon other intere t which I would not endure wh<l'n rliroctcd to Uw 

gospel ministry. Besides oU thjs I hn\'o tho couuter t tirnooy of many of 
our brethren, rebutting tJ1e viell'S of tho· who would re~tr in me. '01n1.c 

of them ho. e neared 11t our ilenco, i11 inuttting t hl'lt we tell our \•iow to b 
incapable of defeuce, and that wo were unwillini to r.onl'ront tL public n• 
time11l outraged by uch opinion·. he triumph of brng/fctTlH i .!wa.ys 
hort-let. uch pa , ther , whose per ons nod who :e iew!i I sincerely 

resp t, have seriously advi ed me to spen.k out-differing from me, some f 
tl\em-other cordio.lly concW'riug in my g nernl vie, - the Ja.tt r urging 
lhe 1,uhlic defenc of these opinions, bocnu e they ure true; lh former, be 
cau those who hold llwm, owe it to th ID ·elve , 11nd lo their son o of tru~h 
on thi ubject. to do whnl. i Jlr per tu ju tify lh ii' 11iulo11 , 11d their • 11-

C(Jll nt ti sitiOn, befi r mo.nkind. You nre ll.\ nre, t o tltnt Ifie nlJ for thi: 
op n Mel free ubli di ·c11s. ion f tliis subject, i strongly onforced,u.ad tho 
pr priety of it fortified, by the ncliou of tho lo..<it Henornl ·s 1nbly f U1 
re byterian o.h urch . nr fu.ther ll.Dd brethren, a embl l1 in gra\· and oix'r 
oun ii, olemnly warnccl he lrnrch tl10.t o collntor1u.uc wa.s l bo givoo 

to the fol rferen , of th tot.ol n.bstineocc people, with the sacru.me11t of tho 
upp~r. . l'vhere the n c ity, or the reasono.bleoess, of uttering ·nch 11. 

WIU'Dtn j 11' thero were not decided do.nger of such interforonce1 ,v will 
se~ ~fore we ~re done, tlui.t such is th i!levita.blo tonden y of 1]1e rndical 
prmoiple of this movement, which is simply, the univtr al mtJ1•al obligaJ,u,1, 

ef_ tot~l abstine~, 'nu will remember, too, that the same venerable body, 
with !ike olemmty, voted ~ha.t no new term of Christinn communion ought 
lo ho mtror.luced on thi ubJect. Where, I submit, tlie propriety or the te11. 
sonablen s of stteh a vote, if there were not a. tendency to tho introduction 
of s11oh a new test of cbristion chaxncter a.ad to.nding-or, in other word , 

uch a nm term of onununion'! I ommcnd to the s11ecinl notice of my 
bret.ln n, au xtro. t from nu tt,rtio.le in th ' Biblical Repertory 11nd Prill t 
R • " 1· h d 11 

ov1ew, recort mg t c procee ings, nnd to !lOtn •xtenl, the rli •u.$.!lions of 
lhnt s rubly. It nppears, you will userve, uncl r he • nctiou of tho. 
respected, len.rncd nod prudent brethren a.od futlicrs, wJio cont r I tho e­
p~rt~ry, _u.nd inde cl is under tood to be from th pen f on nmong the mo t 
d1stingms!1~d of them, biw elf a memb r of the A ernbly, ttnd therefore, j 11 

II probab1lity ,_11.11 arwitn f whe.L h re rd . T rm y you to Jaenr, ma.rk 
and mwardly d1go L the so.me. If il prove heavy on llio t uin.cJi of any 

hod 11rccat n ctisc11~ i n of this subj L, t of nn who ttdvoc I U1c prin 
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ciples which I resist, let them not blnme me for the exposure-'twas in 
print beforn I ever heard of it. It is as follows: ' 

" .Oomph1iuts were nm<le by bret!mm ft·om Vll.l'iOus parl!! 1>f .he eh11roh•of I.ha 
disasi~ous elTl'.tct11 \m1d11ce(l by fnnaticnl ai'lvooo.tes of toruperam:e. 'l'he u.u­
thOri1.y of' tile wo,rr of Gotl ~11 alighted 01· openly coutemn~d-lhe hl!'.'ssed .Re• 
deemer irreverently srokeu of, ilie m•1tment of tha supper tn rnpered with t.tnd 
r.rofitne(l, ignorant nnrl irreverent m?n set up ns teachers of morn Is, th~ Sn llllath 
desecrn ted f>y ne1 ly ref~rmed, nud w f1om0 cases, Jin lf reformecl drcrnlmrds be· 
tng o.ll,owad, in l¾ll!::roll plRues, to di ·eo~e 011 lnrnlteuu s-nvowed iu!idhls 
'l'ii:tual fofldels, pr fossots of religion, tuini ers ,uf tlje Go .. pel . mixecl 11.(l in 
the•l'Hlme voluntary oq,,o.nizn.tion, o.ud the fl'mner often turning l11e ac\iorl of 
the body in fovor· ol 11J.1oit- own evil pcoul inrities-tho alrnr h set n. • de, the 
m.inist:ry d('nounced, temper1wi:e lurncil into n religion with its revjvals, its 
conversions, its• hymns, its 118W mea trres:-n. spirii of ileri1mc:io.tion, sla.n­
der a.ad prosr,riptiot1 ill(1ulgecl combinn,t ions •to \1J1enk uown' the consciimtloos 
opposers of these qvHs, by misguidod public op.inion-inoro.l distjncMon!I 
oorifoun!led the • ncl nmlle to s11nctify the ll'!ea.n:;i, .n.ncl, in short. the c\evice$ of 
mani inirtinct with man a !l'.pir1t1 exull.ed above Ille wo,ys autl splrH ol' God. 
It is ,·el'y obviona th11t if the church u.llow berstilf to be ~owed rnoch longlU', 
if good men nl!o,v th~m~alves to be cajoled -into sanotionfotwhn'tihey know 
tO• ba wrong, for 111e snke of eifectiog whn.t thew know to DO right, if ther 
coat!.tiue to ~soci te themse'lve with blld men, an(l to sanction evil prino1-
ples, evil meiumros, and imevil spirit, we shall soon ~ee. th.a lou.aJlltibns of 
dill' fo..ith trncl hope O\>ietm.rued, nnd a;lter having se.criflced lnrth, otder tLnd 
,1 llgion for te111pera.nce, we shall Hnd Umt Sntn.n bns outwitt.ed us, and 10-
ligion will be gone, nnd littlee.lae thlln drunkenness Ile lef't. There nre two 
Jiri1rniplois which everv Chrislin11 j!l i:eatly enough t.o ndl'T\iJ, bot which llULliy 
Ch.rlstin:ns prncticnlly disregnrd which 1'8 should evet Sllore~ly n,ainmjn. 
Tha one iii, tlint the Bible l,q our only infuJ!ible l't1le Qf foj~h a11cl prll,ctice; n. 
rule by wh ich we in·o botind all ~y tlie nuthority of God. It i!l, the1•efore, 
tho very !;lpirit of infidelity to set up our own opinions 11.11 to who.t is r ue o:r 
fa)se rlglit or •wr,ong, in · oppoai.t.ion to the p1nia teaclling of LIie word of 
God. The other 111, th flt we lihould not do e\111 that good may coine, 'l,'bese 
11.re very ploi.n pl'in~lples, nnd yot it i 11t neglect of thorn. which threo.Lens 
to t\1ru, nnd in ome J 11.tt it' the couniry h~a nlreb.dy tw1ed, thlil temperance 
movement from IL blessing 'in.U> n our1le-f'rclm It river of wnt'llr ii1to a flQod 

f iil'e.' 
If the brethren who made these complaints, understood what they were 

uttoring, I thh1l here is cull enot1gh for free discussion, 11nd (l.mp)e investi~ 
gntion of the entire subject, 1rnd none rnny blame me for tb1•owing in my 
mifo. I priiy G-od thM good n11tl not evll mny come out of this discussion 
and especially that it may tend to accelerate and not retard the progress, 
through the earth, of the true principles of temperance. 

However much I differ from you on some questions, be assured that I am 
very sincerely and respectfully, your friend and brother. 

' W. L. BRECKINRIDGE. 
LOUISVILLE, SEPTJlillBJlR 13, 1842. 

THE NEW TEST OF CHRISTIAN CHARACTER TES'fED, 

o n , 

THE BIBLE DOCTRINE OF TEMPERANCE. 

DEAR BnoTHER: 
Circumstances beyond my control have not permitted me to give 

earlier attention to yot1r notice of my last communicatiou. I say this so 
particularly that you may not deem my silence proof that I am "out of tem• 
per." I assure you that! am not sulky, I have only been very busy. I beg 
that yon will accept 1 his apology, as I suppose you will require some expla.­
nation-for I seriously think that this delay affords as good reason for 
charging me with rudeness an<l incivility, as any thing that I have written. 
[ regret that you should have so mistaken me, for the misconception is in­
jurious both to me and to yo1uself. My recollection is distinct that when 
the piece was written, I was not in a more unamiable mood thau usual, and 
you know that although I am somewhat impulsive, I am not habitually ill­
tempered. Wherein you think me angry, I deemed myself only jocose. I 
have, moreover, taken some little paius to ascertain the impression in. this 
respect, which was made on other reaclers, and thus far have heard of no one 
but yourself, who was able to discern the slightest railing, ill-temper, or 
unkindness in it_ Aud this has given rise, in some insta.nces, to the sur­
mise, that you are yourself in the case which yon ascribe to me-the fre­
quent chn.nce of error and the d ear exposure of its weakness, betrayed, that 
is, into that displeasure at one's opponent, which is .Jue only to one's self, 
or to the bad cause which one has espoused, or the poor arguments which 
are all it affords. I certainly was not aiming to use "language very com­
plimentary;" but it was just as far from my wish to use such as is "inap­
propriate to a friendly discussion of a great principle." I hope, therefore, 
~hat you will feel no offence, since it was not my purpose to give any. But if 
rt be a matter of offence to you , that I deem your argument illogical and in­
conclnsive, I will have to bear your displeasure, for I can neither think nor 
call it any thing else. And if you consider it rode for me to intimate that 
you have "missed the nib" of some arguments, and used a freedom with 
others, tliat is fatal to all sou.nd reasoning, I can only say, that you will 
have to deem me even ruder still, for I propose to show some more instan• 
ces in which you reason in a way having no sort of relevancy to the matter 
m hand-aud others still, in which you rely upon considerations of no force 
or force against yon when they happen to be pertinent to the subject. Bu~ 
J hope you will, nron sober reflection, do all concerned more justice-for it 
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is carrying ille mo.tter 1·ather too fur, to 1·eq~Lirc people to nssent t li~l ·e roa. 
so1\ing u.s a. test either of friend 1ip or g od in11m1ers-nt lenst for myself, 
I must so.y, thnt I wns not b1·ought up fa such ti soh 1 and I ILLJJ nuw to 
old to learn such refinement. 

It is important to keep in onr own view precisely wlmt we . are ilisputi~g 
about. I sincerely hope, too, that the origin and the exact pc,mt of our dis• 
cussion will be borne in minil by nll who reacl it. Some weeks ago, you 
thought proper, in the exercise of your illsc retio11 , uncl under yow· rcspomu­
bility, ns Editor of your p p 1• 1 to roprosont ministers uf the 'ospel who ilo 
not join t tal :ibstirience societies, or in other wonls, lake tlte pl rl re, us hlg· 
giug behind in o. good work pccul inrly within I.IJ_ ir sphere-110.!, ppos­
ing a g.ood thing, uud a c,1ensurnble in tbn.t beha lf. I to k lho hbcrty, mocl-

tly I tbinJt-not oflbnsively I holieve, iii 1my way-to e. ·pre s n doubt of 
tho justi.1tiss of yQur cons uro, o.ncl to su.y t hu t no one C[Lil ?e de rued _bl~m • 
wovthy herein, unless it mm bo shown from Lho word of · od, lh~t it 1s. o. 

Chr1 tian duty to take th1c1 pledg , or if you J)l'efcr, tl~o.t to~~ o. . trnonoo m 
fact, und in tho publi p1·omise LU mn.int.uin the prno_tice t tt. ~ rende~ed 
obligatory by t11e Bibl e. Yuu , i u effecl. n1ltt~ilted U11s 1~1:1.t po~1t1011, _nnd_un­
dertook t usto.bli h the hristio.11 , and 011pec u11ly ibe m1m sterinl bligo.L1on, 
us derived from the Scriptures-both f 011 holding tbo.t they u.re our nly 
source of proof, and referring the questiott to their decisio11. Thm~ the 
qu tion before us is nut ~ heth 1· dl'llnkenne sis ,~ ·i 11: Wo u~r~o perfoctly 
\ho.tit is a great sin ; nor is th question, wh ther ll 1:i a lmstio.n duty ~ 
drink certain llquors-fo1· we o.g rce p rfecLly, that peoplo 11.1·0 ~ot under obh­
gntion t use intoxicntlug clr in ks-I rnenn ris n beveru.g , so hlJ' o. I under­
stand diat rather indefinite ,rnd e1111lvoco. l term- for you ho.ve clearly hown 
in your discussion some months oio, with on of y\iur correspondents, that 
win , ,trong enough to intoxicate, ntu I he m1ed ILi the Lord' to.bl tinder 
cer~i\in cir umstances ; and douutle s we would agree that cases may arise 
in which it would be one's duty to use even Brandy or pure Alcohol as a 

med.icino. 
'l'he questiomi ticfbi·e us arc ru,l,lli.,r .hes ... : Does the lli hle, our only nil 

on such subj cts, repre ent the per ruil 1111bit r to~l o.b tinence fro':° all 
d~,i.nks that cau into~co.te, rl8 a. hrit1tia11 tluty J Docs i t ropr scot nsso~10.~cd 
effort, with u vi w to rend r tho.t poli:iO ll ll. l hu.bit universal , o.s a. Olm Lm.n 

duty1 . . . 
I mity add without introducing new nmtter, only bm1gmg more defimtely 

into view ,;hilt wo u1·0 disputing o.ho llt, lhi ull.icr 11ue~tion : Do the '1'Qtru 
Abstin ncof:iooieti •!I , 0l101· sueh a for m of usso •·o.~ ,u elfu,-t, ns, u.ccording to 
the Bible, makes it every one's duty to to.ke thc'ir pledge? You must be un­
dersto tl to ho.vc urmuned the 11,f!itmutivc ot· tllese 11u0slions, 1111d t.o hiwe en­
tered on the defence of thu.t position. You will not theu ,.~gnr<l me as mak­
ing any 11ew :ii.sues, or llt e11ting th g ~oral_ ques~iou in 1my new _form, 
when I pl'ocec1l to di:;c11 s it in th p1'ect5e view 1>f th three pa.rt101,l10.r 

questions. 

11 

Anil to give greater cleal'Jlcss to 111y menuing and argumeut, I propose tu 
to.Jee them up severnlly and in order, as the heads of my discourse. Then, 

r._ Does the Bib~e, our ol1ly rule un such subjects, represent the personal 
habit of _toto.l abstJ~ence ~ro'.n all intoxico.ting drinks as a Christian duty1· 

To brmg the subJect distmctly to view, I propounded several questions 
which, with your answers to them, I will here notice, so far as it may see~ 
to me to facilitate this discussion. The first of them was this: Did Jesus 
Christ countenance tlie use of wine when he was on earth in person, and such 
wine as total abstinence societies do absolutely JorbitlJ Twice I proposed this 
question, with the others, in vain; at length, being for the third time pr s­
ed, you reply to this one, "we answer that Christ did countonnnce lhe uso 
of wine, but n whel'e enjoined its use as a christinn duty. We have 110 

evidence that the wine which the Sal'iom made or used would intoxicate. 
We have no evidence whatevei· that it wns the SOl't of wine in common use 
among us. This must be proved before we can admit the relevancy of the 
Saviour's example." 

Now here, I humbly conceive, is a jumble of things as complete o.s even 
adulterated wine can be. You clearly admit, however, thrtt our Saviour 
countenanced the use of winr. But then you suggest 11. doubt whether it was 
capable of producing intoxic11.tion, and <lemand the proof, with which you 
connect a kind of timid denial tho.t it was the sort of wine commonly used 
in this country; and with it 1tll you mix np a flnt denial of his en(ioining the 
use of it us o. christiun duty. 

Now as to bis enjoining it, you might jnst as well, for its pertinency to the 
mo.tter in hand, talk a.bout Melchisedeck. 

I prny you, was uny one saying any thing on that subject, and dld any one 
~v~r pretend _to_ ~ay, th~t it was enjoined1 The question is not of-inj1trictfrrn, 
it IS of pr~hibition. Did our Lord prohibit it1 Or, instead thereof, did he, 
countena.ncmg the use of it, lenve every one to do ns he might choose a.bout 
the matter, leaving the people, fo1· example, at the marriage, whore he crea­
t~d wine by a miracle, to partnke or not, as inclination, henltb, &e. might 
dictate~ 

Such you will not deny was the foct; nnd you must at the so.me time ad­
n_iit, th~t while eaeh one might have acteil with propriety on suclt considern­
twns, It would have been n great indignity to Christ for any one to have 
pl_eade~ con. ·cionce or philanthropy for his abstinence. There is n very 
wiile difference between the allowableness of doing n thing simply, o.nd the 
nllowabl~ness of the reasons which prompt it. In other words, there a.re 
many thrngs ~roper to be done'. but yet not to be done on certain grounds, 
or under the rnfluence of certam reasons or motives-mnrriage is allowa­
ble, but to marry for money is not good. It may be allowuble to abridge 
men's liberty'. or even to destroy human life, but not from tyranny or mo.lice. 
Then I :onceive that one of the company o.t the marriage in Co.na of Galilee, 
who hnu held the present teetotal views, would have impeached the princi­
ples nnd chamcter of the So.viour i'.1 no very equivocal manner, by refosing 



1tpon a principl.e of humanity , -nwrals, or rd~[Jitm , lo partake of tl1e will!! 
111 n Cl' ated ; nud l du noL I l'rc •ive tlial I h I'll-'' is mnterinl ly hnng'ecl ns 
to 01~e r?fu.sing wine ,ww 111,un tile sa1111• g n ,u,uJ.\.,_-since in 11very view anci 
ll.pphcat1011, Jesus Christ is tllo snme, ye, ler<lCly, lo-clay, and fu1·over. If the 
thing have been couutenanccil by the Lord as a thing of personal habit or in­
dulgence, and then left to the choice and discretion of each individual, to 
use or abstain, what does it avail to say, that he never enjoined it1 Let a 
Shaker censure you for the mere fact of your marriage, and to rebut his 
charge, you ask him, does not the Bible sanct-ion marr iage, and he should 
answer, true, but it never enjoined it! would you hesitate to, say that he 
was already, at least on that point, run down in the argument? 

As to the wine, so culled, which is commonly used in this country being 
the sort of wine used by our Lord, I presume no on'e says it is ; and you 
need not have hesitated to say so. But that hns no relev:wcy to the ques­
tion under discussion. Adrpit thnt what is commonly passing here under 
the name of wine, is adulterated with drugs, whiskey, logwood, and what 
not, 'it has nothing to do with the subject, which is, does the Bible counte­
nance the use of 11Jinc? You distinctly admit that it does. The part of my 
question which says, "and such wine as total abstinence societies absolute­
ly forbid," I presume, although with some hesitancy as to your meaning, 
you are to be understood as answering· in the negative. For having said 
that our Lord countenancecl the use of wine, you rai~e a doubt as to what 
wine is. Clearly the wines of Palestin e were not like much that is called 
wine here; but 11pon that supposition you start-a, doubt of the intoxicating 
power of the ~ine countennuced by our Saviour . You ;ire the only intelli­
gent and candid gentleman within my knowledge who takes that view, al­
though I know some of great parts u.1!d attainments, who cordially tnkf! 
the pledge, and adopting the pructicc of total abstinence, urge it with much · 
zeal and ability on others. I was well aware that many persons have taken 
this ground, but I had supposed that all who~e knowledge was not rendered 
useless by fanat icism, had ceased to defenrl it, This branch of the question, 
which has, as you know, been very fully discussed and with great ability, 
opens too extensive a field of enquiry, to be explored by us at this time. 
If, however, you insist that the scriptures countenance the use of only 
such juice of the grape as is incapable of producing intoxication, and at­
tempt to decide this gene1·al question upon that point, I will hereafter, j f 
spared, nnd permitted to use your colt1mns, pursue that enquiry at length. 

In that event, I doubt not that it can he made plain to all sensible and un­
prejudiced people, that the Si\crecl scriptures represent as innocent and in 
no deg1·ee displeasing to God, tlte temperate 01· moderate use of sucli a juice of 
the grape as is capable nf pl'Oducing intoxication when immoderately used. 
That is, that the wine of the scriptures possessed an intoxicating quality, 
and that fact did not render their modern"te use inj urions to man or offen­
sive to God. On the contrary, that the Divine Being directly and indirectly 
encouraged such use of them. In the mean time it may sufficiently appear 

I ., 
,) 

tii:tt the wine of the New 'l'e~la111e11l wns :,u iutoxir-:i.ti11g liquor, j i' we rec1dl 
a few passages, thus-"Othcr'l mocking, rnicl , tll!'se 111c11 nre foll of new 
wi'.ne." But Peter saicl, "These mun a-re not drnnlicn, as ye suppose, &c." 
In like mnnner, Paul, exposing the intoxictitiug- qualities of tho wines of 
thnt day, thus-"Be not drunk with wi'.11e wherein is excess," &c. So our 
blessed Lord said, "No man also, having drunk old wine, straightway ,de­
sireth new, for he saith the old is better." And this yon will observe, (Luke 
v. 39,) was•said precisely in connection with a parable or il1ustration of Di· 
vine Truth, drawn from the fermenting properties of the juice of the grape. 
And Lhi proce· of for111e11tation, you are aware, i n spontaurllu~, •trly 
and rapid proc s.ci , u.ft r thr. jui lrn.s been cxpr <oseil, u11tl is nature's 
method of en rn.ling 01· evolving nfoolwl. Thus our Lord iH the verses 
imm diatl!'ly pr cling thnt just q11oted, say.-: Nu man 1mtt th o, pi ce of 
a. new gnrm nt up n an old ; if otherwi , then holh th• now malreth a reut, 
,md the piea tbut wn tnkon 11t of tho new, l\g'J'I' lb not with th Id · nucl 
•no mo.a putt th new win in to ol tl hoLtJ Ii, else t11e new wino will b11rst the 
bottle!! and be splllocl , and the bott les shall perii;l1. Hnt new wine mu t 1,e 
put into new hoLLI nml both re presarved. ' Antl the rich nml geMron. 
qual ity of the wino produced by mirncl t I he 1u rrio • is lb 11. 11 lt w,t : 
" Every mnn at tJ10 be• inning cl th "i8t forth oud wine, itnd when 111 n h~110 

well drunk, then thnt which i wor 'e: but thou ha. l kept the gC10d wme 
nntil now:" (John ii. 10.) A.ncl !ho sacrP.rl write orlds, •Th.is heginni ng 
of miracles tlid J 11~. nnd manif. ·t d forth hi· J!lory, und hi di ·rip! • be­
lieved 011 him ." Tlto.t i::i to !:' y, th rnnnifostntion of hi;; glory, antl th 
occasion of confirming the faith of his rlisciplcs, was his production, by mir­
acle, of that superior wine, the very numtion of whiuh is odious to many 
men, and the very sight of which, you have told us, Solom0n forbids! Ancl 
this view of the intoxicating qualities of the wines of Palestine in that day, 
is confirmed by the testirnouy of one well ucquuinted with that country at 
the present time. Snys Rev. Eli Smith, Missionary in Syria, of the Ameri­
can Board, "1'he wines now in common use in Palestine, in Mount Lebn-
11011 , and in nll the countries around the Mediterranean that I have been in, 
a.re fermented and do produce intoxication. * * * *, Of the inebriating 
effects of the wines of the Mediterranean, we have often painful evidence. 
* * * * l have never found any unfermented wines now used in those 
countries. I recollect indeed that in travelling· through Asio. Minor, I fre­
quently quenched my thirst with an infusion of raisins; but it was never 
called by the name given in Turkish to wine, but 1•m:sin wate-r." 

Now I do not doubt thnt om· readers generally hold, although you ques­
tion it, that our Saviour when he was on earth in person, in perfect con­
formity with all past expl'essions of the Divine mind on that subject, did 
countenance the use of wine, and such wine as total abstinence societies 
do now absolutely disallow. I presume the most of our readers have never 
doubted it; but if any did, the scriptures now quoted, illustrated by the 
unimpeached testimony of Mr. Smitl1, will be deemed sufficient to establish 
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tlio fo •t, l'l r th II we• l,1.vo ilit . ,, 'tH'i1•tlP>< tn lrnig ru1111 I 11gnl11!!L lh1 

Lorcl, for lhnl which hr- 1• 1111t 1111n1•cc l II l111,o,·11111; whi ·h h encourug cl 
by w ru, n.111bl'0llgh tho Bible, hy rwr. uncd 1:x1Lm plr• 111111 hy 1niro. le, to pro• 
rim: Lh 11100.ns of indu lgen • . Lhnl i11 , th 111ouorn.ll' use or wiue n.s n bcvor­
og ; win which wou!tl into:iollt ii tuken immodcro.toly • tbo.t V<!ry thing 
thetotnl nb tin n •e •111.-i~tios 11isnl low. lsit the11 incorr ct or1u1kind tocn.11 
lh in unscripturnl 1 Do 1110 word uf r:ocl nud tho . nmplo of lb viour 
secure l munlrind n schem of !l untl mu1·oh1'! I it thon going too for to 
wll th se 1mtngoni t t ncl1 1·s immoru.1, si 11cc their ethi n.re tho rovers of 
hi 1 He pro1notcu th 11$1l of wiu nii innoc.:ont tLnd useful· th y 11 no1mc 
it n. · blun1eworll1y nnd u,jurion.s. Ilo 11sod it hims If, ror snicl he, (Luke 
vjj. 3,1) "!vhu tho R'lptist came, noi1her ling br ud n r drinkiug wino, 
noel yo sn.y he hutb o. devil; th icon of rorm • omo ea.ting ond utlnldng." 
(\Vho.t, I pray yon 1 lcarly tl10 sum thnt Joh11 hrul not-th ·011 f mon 
is como anting bre.a.d nud tlri11ki11g wine.) "o.nd ye 11y behold u. glutl nous 
man aud a. w.i.Ji billbC'r. Them Le 11s!'d it himself; but these ·o ioties cle­
olare toto..l ub tin nee from it a moml ohlig11tion-u chri tin.n duty-tJ10 only 
wny to 1· ·ist intempero.nco, to avoid all,innce with tlr worker · of' iniquity, 
nnd to put one's .· If ut of th circle of druukn.rtls and th ir nbottors . 'rlmt 
i in o.ffect, and there is but u llt<'p tn the conclusion-tho viottr f mrtn• 
lcin(l pursued a onr c in Iris rln.y which is now immoral in i t utlcncy and 
i116u nee-a c: ttrRc which y o stTongly int imn ti' he- woul() chnnrro consid­
ornbly, jf on earth again, J. oh woul,I ha Ii nn<l I\IIWDg tho druoku..rtls, o.nrl 
tho vil !>l or rnllllkl111l, uot t r form but 10 onrouro , them-not to ave, 
t,ut to d troy them, hy n <'0l'rupt und ,l1111ge.rous xnmplo. l clo not know 

wll!lt th rs 11Jl this, 1 <'II.II iL honihli,. 
Anrl tho chn.i·g n.g1Lin t th e so i tio cnnnot be ev11rlcd by snying thot 

they tnk no S\lch ground ns intitnat ,cJ. ou ur too ndi<l l douy tho.t 
the gr nnd c mmo11ly tnken hy tllem, goes to fix a. violni.ion of hrl, tio.n ilu­

ty uu 1:1 u h 11.s rcfo o tho pledge. 
'l'he very poii1t or th.i s tl iscus-.io11 is, whether goocl m n espeoio.liy mini ·­

tars, ure not violu. in thcir RO] mu ohllg1lti01 to Joel in withholding ~h ir 
no.mes nncl .influen r from this movement. ou ho,ve nheady triccl t.o how 
IJmL hristio.n c1uLy roquirr th in to join it , and y II str ngly i11ti 1110.L tlmt 
RU h n.s clo not, nro on the drunken ide, in th ontlicl of t.ei11pom.11co, mov­
ing uncl r th bauu r of tlie clruukards nncl their nllies . :Some go so for 
to qu tion the pers nnl obricty of U1e rr.cosnnt.s . fo ·om pl11c the 
l'L~OOr. ho.s been n111clo u. te rm of cirri Lion 1u11111uiun; nu1l ,, n in thi r • 
gio11 wher totnl o.l>stinenco po plo hn.v th Infect ion in fil:I faint o. typo RS 

olsewhern; indeed nr more m d l'tl.le U111.n is omrnon ill mnny other pht• 
ces, l111rd th 11glit s n.i· nterL1t.incd hy l' 1·so11s lowo.rd th ir hri ia.n 
fri 111ls who clci Jin 1.hc ploclge-tJroir piety rnthor q11e. tic,ne,1-ut lf'r sl 
th ir zcn.1, activity o.n<l fo..ithfu lnes. deemed CJll ti no.1,Jo. 

llut tho ground of' th mor«I ,ltlt'!] of totnl 1thstine11ce hn.s lieen rli stinctly 
akon by the mo tr , tftl)le Liodi ,,er co11vcncd in this country on thnt. 
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interest-thus: "The Nat.ioual Tempera.nee Convention met at Saratoga 
Springs, July, 1841, cletermiuecl concernlug 'morn/ abligatim,.' That the 
tendency of all intoxicating drinks to clerango the bodily functi ns , to lead 
to drunkenness, to harden the heart, selll' the consoionce, de troy domestic 
peace, excite to the commission of crime, wn::1Le l111111n.u Jil" , a.ml tlo troy 
souls ·; 11.nd the rebukes and warnings of 'ocl in bis word in rciliition to 
them, in connection •vith every law of self pre ·crv11.tiun u.ud of love, impo o 
upon all men, a solemn nIORAL onLfGATION to cease forever from their man­
ufacture, sale and use, as a beverage, and do unitedly call upon us, ns men 
and as christhin!<, not to pause in our work until such manufacture, sole and 
use, shall he universally abandoned." "rlerc then," says Dr. M'Carrell of 
New York, whose discourses I wish you would read, and still more, I wish 
you would answer--"Here then," says he on this r el ution , 'by tho high­
est authority known to the cause, it h1 1lcclo.rccl to I e tho Jomu moral oh­
ligution of nll men, to cease forever from the 111n.n11lncturo, snlo nnd u e, of 
o.ll intoxicating clrinks as n beverage. * * * This is substantially the 
gro;nd of all those who urge entire nbstinence as a duty, in order to the cure 
of intemperance; aml those who-toke tl1e gl'ound of expediency, arrive o.t the 
same result, a.fter t,iking one step farther round. If the thing be 11. dnty on 
the gronncl of expediency, it is a sin nut to perforJn that duty; and conse­
quently u.11 who clo nut practice this abstinence, including the Saviour him­
self, are sinners." Indeed it is too notorious to be questioned, that the 
societies generally are formed on this principle, viz: that total a.l>stineuce 
from all that can intoxicate, is the only safe and effectual way to suppress 
intemperance . o.nd to promote the opposite. "Consequently, those who do 
not a.d_opt this principle nncl take, this stn.nd, reject the only safe and efficient 
means of promoting tempernnce, 1tnd are therefore ni<ling a.nd a.betting in­
temperunce." Thnt is to say, the wise ttncl benevolent Saviour himself, 
who countenn.nced the use of wine, and did not therefore tnke the stand of 
toto.l o.bstinence, wo.s either ignorant of, or rejected, the only safe and cf­
fectuo.l way of o.nesting intemperance-from which I o.rgnc, either tho.t we 
Jive in o. ve1"y enlightened age, or that all this is profane nncl l>lasphemous 
irreverence towards the Son of God. 

I ventured to usk you, whetlier in your view it consists with just rever­
ence for the Saviour's characte1·, to decline, unde1· the pretence of a sense of 
morn.I obligo.tion, any thing which he sa nctioned 1 Yon promptly answer­
ed, no; but immediately you raise n mist by asking for the evidence thnt the 
~ine sancti~ned wo.s o.ny more than the pure juice of the grape. Suppose 
1t wns not, Just that and nothing more, what then~ Do you me11n that the 
pure juice of the grnpe is iric:u.p11.ble of producing intoxication, or incapable 
of fermentation 1 Or do you intend to assume Mr. Delevan's very interest­
ing o.nd sensible position, that after the process of fermentu.tion, the juice 
of the grnpe is no longer the juice of the grnpe1 What it is then the juice 

, of, I _b~licve he does not deign to show, but negatively is very sure it is not 
t.he Jmce of the grn.p<'; just I !IUpposr. as it moclest irood man, when his 



n11 url lln. becu· l' •r11ieull 11g, Hull l he 111\ gr<Jwn wise o.bovo wh l H:• wril n,' 
~- u t 1~ mill\ u.hy nlnr , •rhe i 11 toxiet~ting properties of' lh wine u ed ~y 
tho.) t)u.viour, h1tvo been sutlicicmtly hown. ,ve r11r 11e, lh ref'orc,. the m9:1n 
µoi nt just herc-lhnl is, tl!o irre1·e~ n e f ple.nding con i. nee l_or nvo1d­
ing, 1i ll violation of mol'a\ bllgo.r1on, un uct 111 curn11101, life ,~h_1ch he '.1• 

ournged and :qt)Jr(lve,1. ~uch ii qt10stio11 c11n h1LJ·<lly be a.r~nod, 1t 1 . o plr11r1 
in lhfl mer s t:nt ruenL or it. IT ha go.v people wlnc to dr1uk, wtu1 ~t. wro11g 
for those p oplc Lo drink ii, 1 'ou w nld hnrilly SI\Y il '\'I • ~ut 1_J one or 
ti cm lmd so. id "mv 1 n clence 1vill n l uJlow lilo t dritik llus wrne-not 
b:c.·wse it is ;ll:,Ol~tely, 1u i t.sel l~ n thing sinful t ~l'inlt wiuc-.llllt beca.11 
milny p oplo get <l.nrnk on winti, u11d_rl run l.'on11 • 11:1 o. great evil und r.~u­
uuL b stnpp d a. Jong ns people drmk wrne; olh~r metUlS l'.a,"~ been Lr1ed 
nud 11. IJ hnl'L' foi led, a.ml 110w tho l!enevo!C'llt nre trymg _the pr_inc1ple of total 
! l, I I ""~h to th row my 'in.flu 11 eon the right side. I ennnot, u ,s 111ouce, nnc ,. , , 

" •''or pn.rl1Lke uf 1.hi<1 wiue nucl countenunco the 1ntem1>erute, nmd tempt 
ul rm , , · 'ti 
llm uitwn i·y; yon must c:xc11110 me." .l pmy you ,_ would tins _on~1. t w1 l 
tlu .reverence fo r the ' vinnr' • c:ho.ructor 1 By his llrCi'ept , Ins gills , 11 11d 

bis per onn.l oxnmp.le, ho •011 linued to kee1 up in I he minds or the_ peopl 
o.houl liim, the in11,ressi n of tho b1no -nee f' UJC moclero.to use of w1ne, ~rut 
H!I ·t> i,sisl n •y with holy 1iviu ,, untl o. rlovou spirit. Is il resp t lfol to l11n.t, 
to cu.J I il ,i \'i~l.nt.ion oJ' woml obligation! I- o did ·nucilon llle lemp«:rn~o 
use of wi no. I de.em it irr<1veren1, in you lo i11li111 tr, ll 111L to sny Jie did _16 

to •lass li im wW1 flruriJ 1ml11. You lnfLY sny lho.l yon.r brnthrcn, wh w1ll 
uot •Jg1, the pledge, ure 011 the tlruu.lrn rd's side; but thi is only to cen:sure 
luen, 11 uj u tly in t.lJis I nrticnlo.r, bot n _more sever~ly p rh p,· thn.n we _mo.y 

1toserVf, on other subj eel , seeing- thn. m mo 11y I lungs we nll off on~ •. but 
to say that uoh ti thing being true, which is corl1Linly true, the &111our 
(ands a.1 11ong the di·u11knrd., seem to me 11 a.lumny n od. . 

In this cDnMction yoo i·efer a,gu.in to the view whi h yon ti.scitbe to th_o 

11pos tl o Pnnl on thi subject. "Paul, you say. r omm~nded ro,tal o.bstl• 
11once from wiue, the v ry L11iug w recom"?en1I, ~cl tberotore A;, B s, oho.rg~ 
r want f r verenc fo ll Cl-'l llOl\vlly on lmn ns Jl do" 011 ~ • Th.is ~p 

peu r •to llo n, vel'y fuvO'l·i l:o o.r~ument' \\'il h you, and ou_e reli~d npon w1lh 
grettL •onlicleuce. It cl erves, tller n,re, t~ sp ci!ll ~011s1de1'~l!Orl. . 

l prmmmo it i ba •e,1 in y()ur mfod u.s other fi , ol yot1r v1ows lrnv bM;ed 
il, on two po.s ages (lto. xiv. 21.) •His good neither t~ ~t lie ,11, nor to 
tlriu.k wil10, nor nny Lhing whereby thy broth r tum b~ tli, or 11:1 llelllled, r 
is mnde weak; ' 11ncl J 'or. viii , rn-11 Whetaforo, if mon'L 11111.ke my bro­
ther to offend l will a.t n11 flesh wldl th world ·ttmdetL, lo t•l muko my 
bi·ollior l tlbnd .' r llnd o leo.r nn <lXll,lll'inalion of ihls point, prop1cred to 
my Jmrnl Lhll.t I beg to iotro<ll1cb it here ; it is t'rom tlio d.iscQursel! f Dr. 

' 1• t'· I s r·pt ro.<;· " From foC111'roll , 11lrendy tof·orrecl to. R st1y I' tl ,w c t u • . . 
Uie e tcstinrnnios lt is urg ll tho I tl 1fl t~p(I t ie hiy dow1t llio general prmc1-

plo in rn rnl~, tlmt ii' nn1)U1er p rson abu 'Cl hi privi leges we ught to o.b­
.,hiiu rr 11, n i ng our.-, in Mdcr to hi l'Cfommlion. 'I' th.i • llr r11.01et1 ~ l r • 
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ply: 1st. Neithtlr of these texts has any refo1·encc lo the question of tem• 
perarce. There is not, in u.ny of them, the remotest allusion to that sub­
ject. The subject in Romans, is the distinction of 111eats formerly estab• 
Jished by the ceremonial law; that in Corinthians, the propriety of using 
meats that hnd been offered in sncrifice to idols. Now it would violate all 
the laws of interpretation, ancl of evidence, to interpret a general express­
ion on one subject, so a.s to contradict explicit a.nd numerous decisions of 
the point in question, by the highest authority on another_ subject. Such 
genernl expressions must ulways be limited by the subject and connexion, 
as well as by other truths estnblished by the same authority. 2d. If the 
apostle ho.d entertained the same views o'f the impropriety of using wine as 
a beverage at a.ll, as total abstinence men do, he would not ha.ve suspended 
the injunction to ab~tain, upon mere contingencies, \Vhich mo.y happen to 
one man and not to another, nnd to the same person at one time and not nt 
another. Instead of making the prohibition conditional, he would have 
mil.de it absolute; nnd the fact that li e d-id not do so, demonstrates that the 
mind of the spirit, whose amenuensis he was, differed entirely from the 
mind of these men. 3d. If the ca,ses involved in these passages o.re parnl­
lel with the p1•esent conti·oversy, then the apostlti has decided the question 
in favor of those who say it is right to use these things. He says, "l know 
and am persuaded by the Lord Jesus, thnt there is nothing unclean of itself," 
Rom. xiv. 14. And again, "as concerning the eating of those things that 
are offered to idols, we know that an idol is nothing in the world, and that 
there is no other God but one; for though there be that are called Gods, 
whether in heavtin or on earth, (as there be gods many and lords many;) but 
to us thern is one God, the Fa.ther, of whom a.re ull things, and we by him. 
Howbeit there is not in every mun tliat knowledge:" 1 Cor. viii. 4-7. He 
who eats has knowledge; he understands the case nright. He who refnses 
is a weak brother, laboring under an illinformed conscience. "And through 
thy knowledgti sho.11 thy weak brother perish, for whom Christ died." He 
says a.gain: "Let not your good be evil spoken of :" Rom xiv. 15. But if 
this good is never to be enjoyed without sin, wherein consists its goodness 1 
The duty of receding from one's right out of regard to the good of others, 
can only be occasional and partinl. A right which can never be usecl with· 
out sin, is a contradiction. 4th. The expositiou of these men would require 
the apostle to abstain from wine both at the Lord's supper, and as a medi­
cine-contrary to his own decisions in those cases- inasmuch as some men, 
in those days, thought it wrong to use o.ny thing whether flesh or wine, that 
had been offered in sacrifice to idols, or had been prohibited by the ceremo• 
nial law. For the so.me reason, as soon ns the Encratites appeared, the . 
whole church ought to have abandoned the wine in the Lord's supper, be­
cause the use of it stumbled these men. 5th. But why multiply words 
on this subject? Total abstinence men do not believe themselves. If, as 
they apply this passage, Paul enjoins to use neither meat nor wine, if a 
brother abuses them; then they ought nc11er to touch meut, inasmuch us 

3. 
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rru.1.ny person· injuro themsclvos by their mo.oner of using it. Ind~ed, 
meat i the principle subject to which the romo.rk or Uie apostle is n._P.plied. 
But who clo this 1 Nol even the G-Tnlinmites. '£hoy do it for thelT own 
good; the apostle enjoins it, according to this exposition, for the good of 
others, Aud tho e who hove not yet gone the lru1gth of o.bstaining from 
wiue at tl.ie Lord's s,npper a.re inco11sisto11t with themselves ; for ome of 
theii- weak brethren think it very wrong to use it there. We have seen, 
then, that the po.ssages of sacred scripture which are 'referred to in support 
of the doctrine of the modern Encratites, instead of helping their cause, 
give!! o.dditi<>nnl te ·timony n.gidnst them.'' 

I ventured farther to n k-did tho Saviour by precept a.ml exau,ple, 
legisltLte for ulJ futw·e o.gos, h1wing cleurly befo1·e his inind, the peculiar 
conilition nnd obligations of his pc ple in nil time 'l You 11;11swer yes, 
wJ.1ich ·ettles the queStlon • 1.Uld so you deern it, unless you <1unhfy Y ur utl­
mi sion; wliorellpon ~ye 1~re brought lmtk to the old hiding plo.ce, that our 
Loxtl did not enjq1;n the use or wi ne ; to which is udde,1 the .notable nntl 
1Jigl1ly pertinent cousi<lertttion, Lhnt he did 11 t fo1bid l).bs Linence from it i and 
therefore with strllllge conolu •iveness ~f reasoning, it is impUea thnt we 
ure at liberty to ·nme tl1 te tolo.1 gro11111l. ,For i f t.ho.t be uot the meu.n­
iug of lhe abstinence iu q11 • ti n, we ho.ye another iustnnce of i~relevnn~y 
f rea oujng m r cxt.rorrlinary tho.n nuy y t. .But the matter m hOJld 1s 

thi very enquiry-docs tho proper n.pplicl\li n to u8 of _th_e Loni s precep_ 
11.ml exnmple o.s ouT 10111, Jen ve us at liberty to say that 1t 1 wrong to do, in 
the common a.flairs of limmtu life wl1ul ho en ·ouraged and led the people 
to do in ,his dn.y1 !n 1hn.t di~y it wns no violntion of oliri lio.n duty or moro.l 
obligatitm to nso wine temperlltoly, fur·lh re wns the ~vi 11r s warro.ntand 
m<nmple for so doing. 'l'hc ,1ne1.1,Joi1 is, htwe ur relations to hims? chang­
ed ft-om 'those 1msto.iJ 1ed by hi s people then, tlmt we mny not, without (l. 

lireMh of clu·i tio.n duty, Jo whnt they dicl1 T confidently o.y Lh ~y have no:· 
Jn llll p rsonn.l nots in which his oxnmple wrLS meu 111, ti) be 11pp!1c.nble to lus 
people, nnd in whntover wuy i~ wllS intend d to :1.1>ply to them it 1s 11s renlly 
nnd os losely appllc.iblo to us now ns to th people uhout his per on, wh~n 
110 wna iJ, the Oesh. Ami so of his precopts in nll r pccts, in which the 
wotlls of his lips wero meant lo instruct his people, nud lead them_ to just 
principles and pm·e living· thoy a,re ns bimli11g on us, o.ml ns pertinent to 
us ns to th em of old. 

Tbo,t is to ·ny, in thell respects, tho precept a,nd oxo..mple of t~e Lo!d 
wliw1 he WtlS on earth, are to n.11 succeeding ogos, law-the acts of hi,s Jeg1s­
latiou for his people. Ono of these asjleots or hi prooepts and his exam­
ple, ro pects tl1e use of wine; ho sn.uctjo11 0,l the use <~f'. i~ by word, Qy ex­
OJnple, by Divine power; he mudo the modero.te use ol it 1nno~ent, o,nd t~u 
cannoL, a.ml you mo.y not o.ttempt to ma.kc it othenvi$e. H ~lt~ not enJom 
it ueither mo.y you· 11na lhi principle J"uns on to the oud of time. one 
of his people iu o.ny future nge, oan be in o. conclition to ho l.lnnffocted by 
his oxnmple 0.11d his 11recep1.S. Ile diet uot g ive ono rulo of duty o.r one 

.., 

U) 

measure of libe1-ty to one age, and n. different or the opposite to :mother. 
His precepts were uttered, his acts were performed, his example was pro­
po ed, enjoining or nllowing any thing, ns the cnse mny be, with ns clen.r 
o. view of the condlti n of this out1try at this l-imo, ot1 of Ju11<la then, o.nd 
with as clear a view of the applfoa.uility of whnt he did o.nd a.lo to its, o.s 
to those around him. He knew as well then as he does now, the extent and 
the evils of intemperance; and in clear sight of them he did wbnt he did. 
Men must change their conduct under greater light, and form new princi­
ples on larger knowledge and experience; not so with him. But you inti­
mate quite the opposite of this plain view of his character, nnd such an in­
timation is, in my opinion, to concede nll that a sceptic need desire. When 
I ask you, did the Saviour, in not observing this total abstinence, set a good 
example? You sn.y "yes, but it only proves the innocence of the use, not 
its perversion." I might here stop to say that the innocence of its use is all 
that I contend for. I do not plead for its perversion any more than your­
self; but the innocence is what you deny, and the blame worthiness of the 
use is the very thing that you set out to prove. If you say, meaning to say 
so, that the use is innocent, and that those who decline the pledge nre not 
censurable therefor, our dispute is nt an encl; nncl as you withdraw your 
charge against your brethren, I have no more to say. But you are evident­
ly not meaning this, and I will not insist on such a sense of your words; 
you go on to say-"J ust here will our brother answer us one question: sup­
pose the Saviour were now on earth, on which side of this great question 
would he be found? " I will not hesitate to nnswer; but I must say that 
the question carries with it, in my view, a high degree of irreverence. It 
conveys the intimn.tion that if he were here in person now, he would cbnnge 
his conduct, having chnnged his principles, from seeing how they work on 
his people, and through them on the world at large. Nay, that he would 
change bis conduct, from the conviction that the effect of it on mankind 
was bad because of the unsoundness, and the injurious and immoral tenden­
cy of the principles which originated it. Can you be serious in using terms, 
of which this is the plain implication, or can you jest on so grave a sub• 
ject? I answer then, that I fully believe, that if our Lord were now on 
earth in person, he would teach in perfect conformity with what he taught 
by precept and _example when he was here before, in no wa.y opposing what 
the ·spirit saith unto the churches. He bas taught, by the spirit in his 
word-he has nothing to teach that is incompatible with that. Do you 
mean to intimate that the Bible is incomplete, or incorrect? Do we need 
another or a better revelation? Are the lessons of Jesus, as recorded there, 
false, or the history of his life injurious in its iJJfluence, or the words which 
his spirit gave his disciples after bis return to heaven, untrue or unsafe 1 
I answer freely, that as I judge, the spirit of all trntb rebukes, in the writ­
ten word all error and fanaticism; so the Saviour would rebuke it in per­
son, if he were in that wny to communicate with mankind to-clay. Why, 
he abicletb faithful, h; cannot deny hi7:11se/f. He would vindicate, I hn.ve no 
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ciuestion, the purity of his :wcicnt example, tltc ula.mclcssncss of all !1i:11 
conduct, and the soundness of every principle on which he nctcd, by nctmg· 
upon the same; and if he deemed it proper to give nny clenrcr expre ·sio!111 
of his mind on this subject than his wonl contains, he would not contrn.d1 
whnt he said, or renounce what he did before. I believe that he never sym­
pathised with those who say, "lhe temple of the Lord, the temple of the 
Lord are we." And that on this and every other great question, he would 
take the side he always took-not the side of arrogance and mistake-the 
side of truth and reason; he would frown on fanaticism, and every pretence 
of honorin!l' his name and promoting his cause, by schemes which he never 
sanctioned~ and which imply an impeachment of his wisJom a1~d benevo• 
lence. I do not think he would take the pledge. You ask, as with a sneer, 
"would he pe found on the 11lde of drunkard 1" By which you mean, if 
you menn any thing, tha.t not to as ume the totn.l abstinence ground, is to 
be found 011 th drunk11rd's sillc. ou think you aim this blow nt me, but 
you strike your master. 'Tis an honor to be struck at in such c~se. I 
shall not shrink if you repeat the stroke; but for your own sake w1thholtl 
your h11ml from such attacks. Jesus fou11d on the drunlmrd's side! yes, 
he must be, you declare, if my ·Rrgumel'\t be well fonncled; but that nrgu .. 
meni is busetl on what you hav ril lowecl, nod will not venture to deny, to­
wit : that Jesus did not act on the total abstinence principle I I pray yol!l 
seek bet ter company tlum the ancient encmi of our Lord, for thi wa 
their own sneer age.hi t him, tL. he informs ns: ' tho Ori of ma.n i come 
eating nnd drinking, and ye ny beholtl {I, gluttonou man and a winebi bb~r!" 

You nppellr to tRke great comfort, too, from tbe thought llmt tho "mll,JOr• 
ity of ministers, and people of vory n11me nre witb you. ' It l~ not the 
purt of' wisdom to fo llow tho 1110\titude t do evil, nor of ound ,1udgme~t 
rn r ly fo1· tru th n number . .Majori ties mo.y be wrong. Noah nnd Jus 
family were but eight against the world of the ungodly. ~rhe world haN 
yet tho lo.rger port1ou of mnnkind on its ·ide j u every question thnt come · 
up. Thero wo.s o. time when 1dl Is1·0.el ru~11ished bu_t seven thou ml who 
hail not bowed the kn to ]uo.l. 'rho p p1 ls, I beli ve are more nntner­
ous than the Christian church, counting all its branches, ca)led Protestant, 
on earth. The immersionists, I nm informed, are more numerous than all 
other sects in the State of Kentucky. If you will not set your face towards 
Rome, perhaps you will go down into the water, on this clear a,rgum~nt. 
Trnth, alas, has often but a few adherents; when the Lord wa~ performmg 
h1s g reate t work fo1· us he had not one ; th y all forsook 1nm nncl fle<l. 
For myself, my humble desire is to follow him, let the crowd go wher tl1ey 
may. Albeit, I o.m not in lbrmed, nor ore you I jntlgo, th«.t tho_ tn a.jority 
Uher of ministers or pri\•nlo hristinn r gret what the Lord did, or r! c,. 

nounce their brethren for wlmt they refuse to do, on this subject. Perhaps 
you are premature in this boast; though error often sweeps over tµe world 
and through the church with wonderful speed, it may be found, niter all, 
that the majority of God's people are not with you h~1·e. 

[ proceed to our next onq\1iry. Then, 
IL Does the Bible represent associated acti<;,n, with a vi ew 10 render 

:universal lhe personn l habit of totn,l abstinence from all drinks tlmt can 
;intoxicate as a christinn duty. 

If onr argument be sound thus fur, this question is already settled. None 
will contend, I suppose, that Go<l l'equires us-that is, that .it is a christ ian 

·-duty, to combine with others, and concentrate our in1i-nence to make univer­
sal, a habit which be does not require of oursel ves. In proving, therefore, 
that the tem perate use of wine is innocent, not forbidden, but left to each 
one's discretion and inclinntion, we prove that associated effort to suppress 
such use of it is not obligatory. If one could show that such effort were in­
•nocent, when based on certain principles, and prnssed by certnin reasons 
·and motives, it would still remain to be pro~•ecl, that the word of Gotl re­
quired it. o.y, i t ouJd not be pr ved, becn.u e it i • not true, und r~ propo­
ti ition tl1at is fol se cannot be argued into truU1. Bu~, n1U1ough H could bo 
proved thnL totnl nb tin ence i s the hri tian duty of1 all per ons under ·ome 
<:ircum tances, l;\n(l of Ome persons under aJl cii-ctm1sl!lnces, i~ woulu. I.ill 
remain to be proved that all persons are bound absolutely to adopt the prin­
,ciple of total nbstinenoe under all circumstances; ancl foili.ng to pro ve this, 
you mo.y not charge mornl delinquency on tho ·o wl10 do not o.dopl tho totnl 
a bstinence principle-and esp cin.lly are you nhead of the proof, n ido from 
tho Bib1e, nod as urning, therefore, what truth forbid , 11 nd modesty 0.11d 
,christirul lov di all w, when you blo.m you:r brethren for not doing, upon 
bad reasons, this thing which od hos left lo lbei:r wn di cretion t do, or 
not to do nt nll. Besides all this , the muddiest heMl can perceive, that there 
are ma,ny thing very pr per to be done, which y t nre not requireu to be 
,<lone by combinn.t.ion Ji r tl11t~ encl. tJnfo n ilJ strength we say. But some 
things a,re not !.Jest accompli hed by 111:ited or associated otlor • n.nd even 
i f the prc;,ponderuuce o_f 1trgumc'.1t be i~ fovor of' tLS, ociat cl action, individu• 
als mast b1 left to the11 own private 1udgmC11t II to th, prfoclpl , uud to 
lhei r discreti on as to overy po.rticular ca o-and you may 11ot blame one 
who dee.lines the union which <1 es n t seem lo him judicious-or if you 
do, others will call it unoho. ritahle nod prosmnptuou . Et\Ch no must pur­
sue his own course, according to the divine permission, and others must not 
-try to compel him to theirs. 

There are many good works going on in the wol'ld, for which God has di­
;rected no special association ; nnd touching which he has laid down no 
principle, that leads by any fair reasoning, to the duty of particular organi­
zati"on on the subject. 'l'he age in which we live has carried very fo1· this 
rage for societies, so that for every thing that benevolence suggests, from 
making shirts for the children of the poor at home, to sending knowledge, 
li berty, and the gospel round the globe, there are societies, distinct and sep­
arate organizations. ·Now the sentiment which prompts these is humane; 
the spirit which carries them out is active, philanthropic, oftentimes nobly 
self-sacrificing, and eminently christiaJ:· The institutions are themselves, 



in n'l0l1y instnnoos .1ndicio11sly lbrmed nml higl1ly nsof'ul t mn.n1dnd; ri Ii 
lllossings not only to tho objecti:i ol'thcir attention , bnt to th se who origin­
u.te nml promote them. But who wilJ ay that It i u •llci Uan uuty rmy, 
ti110.t it is nllownblc, r ven po sillle, to join rill of them ru·ouud you 1 L go 
fbn. rl essly o. stop fartller-who will a.ytbat it is imperiously o. ohrisiia.n t1uty 
to join ony of them t Every one is hotmd to tlo good; hut p.s t the wnys 
of doing good, uncl Ibo )Jl'inciple of co-opera.ti n un<l distinct organization 
for cioing good, no on nmy diclato to hi urotber. , ti bas loft my action 
on tl1 is subject to my own ous ienoe 11.ml j uil "'ment, 1mclor my rospot\!:iibility 
t·o hi111 alone, 1u1d o 1uusc you-or if you will not, you 1nvn.d(.l,1;11y liberty 
my llest nnd deill'est liberty, my christiM liberty;. nod th I no I s no.y 
more thnn if you f•ttored my limb or therwi o n.slnved my person , you 
have become n. tyro.nt am;] rm oppressor! 1L matters not h01(1 you Jll'e& me 
down. In II misd..i rectoil . fo]se nucl injurious pulilic sentln1011 t1 wheilier glti­
iled by the ptilJ it the press, or the tempero.uce lecturer, lhere is ll. l'ettl, (it 
is different but it is n renl) 1.y.ru.nny nn(l oppression, o.s the poor chiJdrrn 
sutler m the Eugfuih fr clories, r the convicts in the galleys, or the captive 
sla.ves on U,e middJe p· 'sage J ,otl ho.s Ol'g1111i1,ed one society, never but 
one orl earth ; ne body whicl1 is hi chll.rch, one, in tho singlene s of its 
ol·go.nizo.tion, no less tban in the tmity fits chwruct,or and its great de­
s ign • one, in its corrospondency to the :;ublimc .aoctrino of the unity of od, 
jo his own in crut..ible nature in U1e 011e 111edi8.LOr hetween od 110d mau, 
n11d in lho one spirit by whie.h wen.re all baptisecl into one boily. There .is 
one body ILlld 0110 spfri t oven. o.s ye 1.iro on.lied in one hope of JO\lr oolli11g ; 
one Lortl, one faith , one bo.pth1m, onQ God antl fo.thex ot' nil wl10 J nbove 
all, o.ncl through all nnd in hs nll. l humbly conceive tJ11.it this is tho only 
society 1~11 Otl.rlh, which jt is t!ie absolute chrjstian duty of a.11 to join, IL 
must be $0 from the want of nll eviclence l tho contrnry, n·om the fair in­
torpretntiou of tho scriptures to th1s point, and from 1he ul,tor inoongruity 
tl10.t would 1.1ppe111· il1 lhe!r permitting men to set up ns by nnthority, . ocic, 
ties UJ11.t rnay conillct with d s, nntl binding us thore.fore by opposite o.nd 
advert:: obligations. No-I believe Lhat th!! ·11.cred voh1rue tenchl:IS that the 
·hnrch a lone is n society with a. dlv.i.J1e s1mction nud wo.rro.JJt, nm1 tbo,t all 
hum1.in societies we o.re to join or not o.ccording to our best discretion, nc­
countable to Him o.lone. And therefore, though with deference to those 
who differ from me, I say, with Paul, "Let God be true nnd every man a 
lia-r.i• I think the second enquiry has been answered; and we sec thnt the 
word of God does not directly, or by any fair deduction or implico.tion, rep­
resent associated action with a view to render universal the personal habit 
of total abstinence from all drinks that can intoxico.te, as 1.i christian duty. 

We proceed to the third and last enquiry; 
III. Do the total abstinence societies offer. such a form of o.ssociated effort, 

as, accorcling: to the Blb11'l, rouJ;es :it e,very on 18 duty to t(U{e th ir plcdge1 
I base tbi~ whojo cli u sion upon the Bible. I adopt the position of 

the countryman of my for~fu,thers, whom, o. disputant on some questiou of 

gospel truth and <luty attempted to press with an argument derived from the 
opinion ~nd testimony of ,the fathers. . He denied stend1ly their authority. 
"Rely, if you p_lease, s1.iid he, on the opinions of the fathers-I go for the 
gran~fathe~s; give me Paul, o.nd John, and Peter," &c; and so I s1.iy here. 
Rolymg neither upon the fathers nor the sons, I go for the grandfathers­
give me the opinions and the testimony of the holy men of God·, who in old 
time taught not by the will of man, but spake as they were moved by the 
Holy Ghost; and this introduces my first objection to the total 1.ibstinence 
societies, viz: • 

I. Their principles are ad1•erse to the lessons, institutions, and authority 
of the word of God. 

There is no truth or safety for individuals or mankind in opposition to the 
Bible. W r co.nnot be sure that we are right, without its clear sanction­
we may be certo.in that we are wrong when we go against it. I feel confi­
dent, therefore, that every scheme, even of professed moral reform however 
it may seem for a time to be useful, which goes against the lesson~ of God, 
and tho example of his son, as recorded by the spirit for men's instruction in 
truth and righteousness, must be an imposture, and sooner or later will be 
seem to do more harm than good. These societies appear to be the means 
of reforming many drnnkards; 80 fitr I rejoice in their influence • but if 
while they d<> this, they announce principles directly in the face of the Bible 
nnd by their apparent or real good, induce the unwary to join with infidel~ 
a'.1d fanatics against the institutions and doctrines of the gospel, they are 
chscredited ; they must be condemned. Dead flies corrupt the apothecary's 
most useful and precious ointment; and so any thing, no matter what, is 
spoiled by opposition to the Bible. Any scheme of pretended truth, is only 
pretended, and must be false, if it contradict G ocl's word of truth. Now, 
on the general question, it_ h1.is already been shown that th,ese societies, un­
der the pretence of humamty, t1.ike ground ag1.iinst God. I propose to point 
?ut se:veral particulars in which their influence is adverse to the gospel, and 
m which the tendency of their influence is to introduce such views of di­
vine tr~th as ~msettle the minds of men in rel1.ition to christi1.inity, and thus 
foster mfidelit~. It will be 1.t puny onswer to my argllment, though one, 
perhaps, that will be freely used, to sneer at me and ask, how can efforts to 
reform men foster infille!ity 1 If I show tlmt these efforts to reform drunk­
ards bl~n~ with tl~em such lessons and injtmctions for sober people as are 
not co-mc1dent with God's lessons and gifts, but are so opposed to them as 
t? impeach his wisdom or benevolence, I sJiall h1.ive sadly shown their {en­
den~y _to foster infidelity. And if infidels sneer at us o.JI, and sny, you 
chnstmns can never make men sober while you follow the Bible; 1.ind total 
abstinence societies join in with them and say, we must not do o.s Jesus 
did, or drunkenness will roll over the earth, it only extends the proof that 
these societies foster infidelity. There are several ways in which their ten­
dency is, according to their influence, to embarrass and unsettle the views 
of men u.bollt the gospel and its institutions. I shall not attempt to exhaust 



J 

the.so Lhen1es1 l,ut ou ly !ooh u. l n. t w. Th flcst llm~l me11Lion r ·peels 1'1 
g,·,m11ds on whi h we ughl Lo j1i1dg of Olir duty· substitulia.g, th11t i' our 
owll views, for the ilirecLi01\s of God's word, It is commonly colled tho 
clo1 trino of r,u)la<Ji noy, 1 will m1iko so fi'oo witll the cliscom·s of Dr. 1Y.[c-

1rrel l, o.s ,111olc whnl ho snys on this 1ihj ct, t~nd n.uopt il 1\s my own 
jn thi argument. Of this r1octrin of 'Xl> rlien 'y h i;ays, (llee p. 34) ' To 
make room f'br this rnlo oJ' fiuth, it is contondod thu.t onr cironm$to.nco u,<l 
di:floronL from those whicll • :fr1ted i n tJ1e dn.ys of inspirntion. •r1tis plea of 
chun<re of ircurn lt1J1ces , is 11, giviug op of all tho nrg11111ents from scrfp­
tnro ~ for if U1ose ur(!1ln11:mls were sofficjenbt s11stnin their cau e, a. change 
of eil'cl,m ·tnuc s wou ld o.dd nothing to its :strength. It is thus vil-tuu.lly 

Cll'lfo eel thnt U1c docisi as f divine ·revolnLl011 u.re llgninst then\; ha.L ns 
there wn.s no oc1:a \On fur it in o.,deting circlllnsfances, tM docttitill of 
theirs wn.s not then taught; nntl yet they o.dhoro to thoir Cllll e, uni.I endellv­
or \o 11 ·t11,in it from sour es i11depe11ileu~ o~ holy scripl1\rc, :Bu t such nn 
Mlernpt i to do op n di shonour lo lhe word of Gou, as 11 1mfvct rule of 
niith nod pmcti.co, it is to charg it with deli ·i ency. Bero it i so.i tl o. sto. e 
of thing · c:.1xists, for whi h the TI.ible has modo 110 provisi n; 11tiy, whi 1't 
requires t)Hl.t lmmu.n wi ilorn shoull1 nn,ct regulations wltlcl dir tly con­
tra,dicl those of Lhc word. If we mo.y cleclttre one p:irt of the Bible obso­
lete to-do.y w mny cler.lnre :i110U1 er so iQ·tnOnrnv, und o on 1mtil it is 
entirely Ju.id usitlo. The do tr ine of expediency hn.s its only Jegiti.mo.tc use 
in carr\'in out, in tho mn.u11 r most ·011si tent with tho trreat J)rinciplc of 
love, n11 diviM eimc\mcut.s and nrrangon1onts. 'l'ruc exped.ieucy is the s~rv• 
ant, lnw i tho mnst.cr. ' o un would 011ch1ro for n. moment tho.Lu sobJect 
should tronsgress the 1o,ws f civi1 society Mtd introtluce in their p1rtco hi 
01 n hiventlons , on the ploo thu.t H was more expedient to break l11e laws 
U10.n to keep them. Su h expediency is bul nnother name f r lnwle sne. !<. 

'l'hi i the expeclienr:y of tbloves und,roblJer ·, w)lo finding the law 1igu.inst 
their prnetices, decide it to be expedi ent to break it. .And if the lnws of 
God are more perfect thlln those of civil ociety, those who, on the ground 
of expediency, 1ria.k tl10 lnws voiil, commit 11 gre11,ter outrp,ge, u.nd de­
:orve ; verer rebuke. For ignoi•nnt, siiiful mn.n, who is bu; of yesterdn.y, 
and knows nothing, to exu.lt his wisdom o.bove the wisdom of the Omnis­
cient, und his benevolence·u,b0ve the uenevolenoe of God, who is Jove; nrld 
hi1:, <1evices tlhove lbe fo s'tit11tlons u.ntl nppoiutments of the evl•rfusting od, 
whic)1 o.re holy, 1m1l just, n.nil good is suc.h. enessive presumption, lhu.t it 
would h increilibl , thu.t nay humo.n liei.ug r;ould be gu il t;y of i't if it wore 
not proved by the hisLory of very day. •· Who o.rt thou, 0 mo.n thnt ropH­
est agn.im, t G()d1 " " hall he thu.t contondeth with tba .Almighty instruct 
l1im ! He tln t ·roproveth od Jet him o.nswor it. 

But who.L is the greu.t alinngo oF ci:rcum tu.aces which js to displuco Lhe 
, oril of ocl from its throne in thb h11mun conscience, 11.nd aet up Lhe idol of 

human expedjcncy in it& plu.ce 1 
It is said thu.t clistilled spirits have been invented since the close of the 
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inspired canon, lf it be indeed true that they are alwnys 1·n· • t . JUrlOUS Omen 

m health, put them under the ban as o. beverage Whether • • . • wme 1s so or 
not, I shall not enquire o.t the bo.r of human wisdom I kno f: h . . • w rom muc 
higher authority that such statements are false For men to d 1 h . . • ec are t at 
to be_ poison, havmg a tende_ncy to derange the bodily fonctions, as well o.s to 
produce ulmost every mornl evil, which the Lord of glory furnished m· • 1 l . iro.c-
u ous y _o.t a marrmge, is such open ancl unbiushing impiety as to demo.nd 
the solemn rebuke of every christinn and every minister of Christ. 

Again, it is sa.id that drunkenness is a rriuch more prevalent sin now tha 
in the days _of in~pirat~on. If this were ndmitted, what wonid it prove~ 
B~cause a sm wluch existed in those days has increased, therefore, the doc• 
trmes ?f Go·~•s word are to be contradicted, o.nd hi~ institutions give place. 
to the mventwns of man. For the same reason, if any other sin ho.s in­
c~eased, we may set o.side other declarntions and arrangements and thus 
dispense at will with the whole word of God. What is this but ;b sny that 
Go.d's· plnns ~ave been tried and failed; man therefore, must invent more 
s~fe _and efficient means_ of promoting temperance, and every other grace and 
v1rt_ue-mea~s, not which fall under the <leclaro.tions and o.ppointments of' 
God'. ~ut w~nch con~radi~t ~nd cleride tl1cm ; not the prudential regulations 
of c1:Il socrnty o~ pious md1vid11oJs..---a,$ ociated efforts which carry out into 
pro.~t1cal accomplishment the truth o.nd commandments of God, but doctrines 
which contradict his testimony, and mnke void his law 1 
. The diffhrellce, if any, between the ilruukenne ·s in the ,d11,ys of in piro.­

tron and now, is only in <legr . ·whenever, then, this sin is brought down 
to the degree in which it obtained in those duys, then new cloctriues ond 
new measures must give pluce to tbose of the Bible· and thus o.s times 
cho.n~e, the ~eclarat.~ons of God become true or fals~-his app1ointrilents 
are m autho~1ty or disgrace. : But while such an increase in the degree of 
drun~e?ne~s 1s thought sufficient to authorize these new doctrines and laws, 
no d1mmu~on of that degree cnn ever bring back the old; for the present 
enactment 1s, ~•a solemn moral obligation upon every mo.n, to abstain total­
ly and forever. " 

It is not very easy to measure the degree of drunkenness in different n.ges 
of the world. W, e have no methumometer by which to test it. But we need 
not muc~1 regret its want, for a very slight glance o.t the history of drunk­
enn_ess m the do.ys of inspiration, will show that there was abundant oc­
eas10~ for t~ese new enactments; this new light, as its voto.ries fondly re­
gard 1t-th1s ol_d darkness us it hns been proved to be, if, in the judgment 
uf th~ Mos~ High, t~ey had been regarded as expedient. See scripturns, 
Gen. ix. 21 . Deut. xx1x. 19: 1 Sam. i 13 14 • Ps l1'x 12 • Isa1'ah ••• . ' ' ' • 1 • , XXVlll, 

1: Joel, 1. 5: Luke, xii. 45: Matt. xxiv. 49: Luke xxi 34 • Matt x ... 25 , • • • Xlll, 

: Act_s, ii. 13, 15: I Cor. v. 11: 1 Cor. vi. IO: Gal. v. 21: Eph. v. 18: 
1 Cor. x1. 21: I Thess. v. 7, 8: Rom. xiii. 13: Rev. xvii. 5. 

The marriage at Co.no. affords instruction on this point also. The master 
of the feast refel's to a common custom, indicating· the state of morals prev• 

4. 
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11tent at that timo. "Eyol'y mo.n nJ tl10 l.legiilning dotb !!let forth good wine, 
nnil when men hnve well i'Prtmk, then thn'l wlli9h is worse:" Jolin, ii. 10. 
Here it is pla:iuly 11sserfoil, a,~ 11. oornmou J_Jractice on such occasions, to con­
tinue to 'cMnk u.l'te'l' rpon hn<l 'ltltirnk nb\md1rntly." 

There is no evidence to my mind that there is any such general practice at , 
werl(ling 11011,r, Afti:,:- tl\is 1·eview, it' mus't_be e:V~dent to eve1·_y candl1l mind, 
tl1o.t nll uhe ,·easoning by , hich the expediency of the ·t100Lnne of totnl.o.q­
i;tinenco is urued, WI),$ n~ o.11prop1-iate i.n tlie t1nys of' inSJ)il-ntion o.s llt this 
!lay. fa urunkenn~AS I). :p~evllil.Log si~ ~ ey? it was tl1en ,. D_~e~ the ll~e of 
.the~o drink!l tera1.irn;1e in many cases m theu u~u.se~ S,o it di'.d _then. And 
'i • the,only safe o.nd effieilint means of promot,rng tE!mpel;tlnCEl _now be totttl 
tLllStJnenco, so it wn!I then. ut so did not juilge ~he only w~e. G~d, our 
Snviotu•. Tho plan of ~oneotjng the nbuses of 11 thin~ by o.bolislnng lts ~se, 
if curded out, wolll/.l df/.pl iVe us of e,;:ery good thini which God ha.ii. g1ve11 
us, fo.i• everything is '(I.bused, and while man remains corrupt, will be o.b~ ed. 
Libotty .fa o.hused in tho State. Is the only cure for it nbsolu'te d ·pot1sm , 
'I'lJ~ liberty of spoocb aiid of tbe pres,s are grossly abused, ~ every mo.n 
under solemn moral obliga~iOT) to give up his liberties, because so~e men 
abuse them to lyll'lg and siilJ'lilerfog Lbeir neighbors, ood IJ~Of'.a..glltmg a:11 
sorts o( hei'eSles, nud follies and sins , Money is abu.sed,-,lt 1s i.be grimd 
idol of the world. • Is it every man's duty never more to touch so g.7at an 
evil 1 If this principle be carried out, the whole world must stn.nd shll 1.tnd 
utterly pedsfo f1•om 11101· in1.tct1011. 

J:,l ke , val'y 01,ltei• Mtempt to impi·ove u-pon tl1e wisaom of God liy humnn 
pres'Ul11P,tion 11.Ud tblly , thia scheme ot' t"Ol!Ul ~bst~il~'tlce i.~ltroduc~ n. _t11ot1s• 
aml evils, wi thout rerno\•i.ng one. Its 11Ue 1· 1naff\C'lency 111 r~movwg mtem-

ernn.co, is een on n Jb.cge sen.le ((rnou~ \be Tnrks n.~d l?ers11m , tl1e g~en_t• 
~t ,•eJ.isiitill st.s on ein'lli • nnd whatever different results linve a-ttemled 1.t_ Ill 
th.ls count,,y, are to be 11scri.bed to,0Ll1er influences, nnd to th'e ,tr_ntl\ whtch 
ho.s been employeil irt cotinexfo1 with this el'rOI', Its·whoJe ,h1stor! hu.s 
sbown this doctrine tt,· be 1ll'oductive of tlle mm,t bn.leful conseq,ue'nc~, 

At it!! orighi in the eady ages of chris.tio.nity, it COl'rnpt~d the ordwmce 
of tlie Lord's Supp0r, introdnoecl n eoheine of religion 11 wll1ch 4o.rkerred_ the 
whule face of cb11istianity, ,mil produced the wor t o~ el'l'oxs ;" and smce 
' t ti' o-D ;D 0 ,11, •iivn ti1Ms it hn.s ilivided the friends of tempernl)ce, 
{ $ }10SllrreC , ' ' • I , , exn} , a 
pxotl.itced ,}y,ing and co.hunny of' private llllil mi.niste·r~ul cho,~a:_cter, . te 
m.en·, who ho. ve hardly yet •opened th.eh eyes from ,. tli~ w•o~k~n cloze of ye111rs, 
to ,the rnnk of pnblic teachers, t9 ·rebuke the clmst:m.n lJl.lmstry (l_ftd reror-rn 

the church.'' , . , . . . 1 h . tl rn 1, 
In, explo.ne.tiOD of tile o.bove t1ll'uS1ons 1t shoulll J>e t~tet t at '.e au 0 

of thc'le discoui:scs, had shown in o. tbnner pu.rt of them, tbnt 1•th1S ~o~mli. 
f• E'· · 1111 • .. ti E11crntites ,md Aqua'.l'1ans.of i!;J the identical heresy o ueon, .,~11rc~o.,, 1e , . . , 

the secoml, third nnd f!f~lt .:eptqrie!l,-A heresy lie adds, wlncli o.ft~r rottJ,ig 
hi its g,ra ve 'for tburteer1 bund·reil yen1;s, it is now attempted to 1·11.1se from 
tl~o l1eq;a u:uO pnll-h u·pon' 1he chrititinn clnuch M t)le gra.ce pf te1n1iero.nce, 
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If this be tein·per11nce, Lho hurch of • d ha.· l'11we1· known Wht\t temperance 
is. In th~ dnys of :inspiration it wns never so much as mentioned, save 
in describing by the spirit of prophe y, the apo~ttcy of the latter days." 

The next proof that I offer of the influence of these societies being ad­
verse to the gospel and its institutions, respects what is commonly called 
the wine question, that is, the kind of wine to be used at the Lord's table, 
embracing in some parts, also this, whether wine sHould not be wholly ex­
cluded from the sacred feast; which monstrous length you well know has 
been reached by some, and professed christians have affected to celebrate 
that ordinance with something else in the place of wine; that is, changing 
the Lord's institution. I do by no means ·say that all who take the pledge 
hold this shocking view. But I do not hesitate to say that all the distur­
bance of the church about the kind of wine to be used in the supper, and all 
the offences against propriety in t~e agitation of that question, have arisen 
from the total abstinence doctrine, and the efforts to p·ropago.te it. I am 
happy to be susto.ined on this subject by your ow~ testimPny. In your pa­
per of the 13th of January last, you say, "Mr. DELEVAN AND TEMPERANCE; 
In the correspondence of Mr. Delevan and Professor J. W . .A.lexander, of 
the college of New Jersey, which we find in the New York Observer, Mr. 
Delevan explains what he meant by his circ~lar asking facts, ns to how 
many had acquired a thirst for strong drink,· by partaking of wine in the 
commu,nion. It was to urge this as a reason, for the substitution of pure 
wine. The suggestion is horrible, and deserves, as it has been, to be se­
verely rebuked." Again, you say on the same subject, February IO-hav­
ing been called to account in the mean time by a friend of Mr. Delevan, 
"We meant no indirect thrust" (not intending to say that you meant a di­
'!'ect th'l'ust, but none at all) "ut the Temperance cause by the heading of 
our article. We still see no impropriety in it whatever. The 'wine ques­
tion' has grown out of the Temperance moveme_nts; it was 11, part of them 
until Mr. Delevan's withdrawal; the discussion is not between the friends 
and enemies of Temperance, but exclusively among its friends. Mr. D. 
has not changed any principle, and therefore his disconnection from any 
particular society does not at all alter the case. * * * Since the publi­
cntion of the article in question, we J1a ve received Mr. D's Enquirer and his 
circular, with some answers, and find that our language was inaccurate, 
.though not substantially untrue. We stated that the circular asked 'facts 
as to how many had acquired a thirst for strong drinks by partaking of 
wine in the communion'-but the language is •instances of relapse immedi­
ately after a communion season' &c. ; •the testimony,of reformed inebl'iates 
os to the ilnnge.r of rel!iving· their o.ppetites for intoxicating drinks by the 
lllast indulgence in such liquo;s.' Now lllese 9ueStio11s (you go on to say) 
imply tbo.t inebriates l1ave rel111psed by the use of wine-that the communion 
table has been a stumbling block; that it has betrayed ~en into drunken­
ness. And as the thirst for strong drink is acquired by indulgence, they 
i_mply that even sober men may become .drunkards in the same way, and 
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kn w tho.l trictly . pcukiag tltey IU'O 1101 1 h ·an they frcqurnlly ro ull from 
uthe1· CllUses. (1 must here interrupt lid e.1q>lt1 1111tion lo i- y, thu t iii the 
utniost strictness ot' peech, s fiLt u nny figure of lip ch is o. trict 
S'p ecl1, th o tiring. are Lb frui of intcmpemnce • it is n l correct to so.y 
tha.t a. thing i uot lite rroit r eficct of n.ce,rtq.iu nu e, iJeeu.u c other Cl~u­
se • uo nl o produce it; but iL is c6:rrec l to all rtnill things the fl'uits of 
the inllacn which produco tliem, although other influen may 11.lso pro­
duce tho Sllme. Mruiy dilfere11l we.ys of wickedne. may lo d to denth o.nd 
hell ; but d o.th uod h 11 mn.y b tru ly caJJed rhe frui t qf these vo.rious doings. 

n tbi point, tiler fore, Mr. JurliOe w • right, aud it i pr cis ly because 
he is right here, a.nd rejects the tli tinction wbicl1 .'Paul makes, that he is 
w~oug, u.rHl 1·ut110usly wrong , 011 the othor point. 'fheo.postlo sny!!, the wu,-

of sin js dcuth, but the gifl of God is eteriu1l lifo, through Je us Obrist 
uur Lord • Lhnt i d 11 h is tbe wnges Qf sin, Ill due rewurd or compensa­
tion which the sinner hns. earned- liu1, etomaJ life js uot 1:10 • it is strictly 
tJ1 gjft or od. By gru.ce u.ro ye so.v d but for t.Leir in u.ro men desti-oy­
ed. o thtll Paul draw a clear distinction which the Friest reject , a.ud 
hence the Pri t is wrong-not in ~oyiug that tho thing no.mod are the 
fruits of i.:ntomperauco, for they u.ro stri ,1)y ·o; bul fo aying tho. an tlrn 
othor things named, to-wit: the favor of od n.nd eternal )111.ppinc. nro the 
fru its of teraperu.nco llmt i , f total o.bstinence, for they nre not so; !llld 
it ts a. high heresy to suy they rue-, fo r thay urc aimp lf tho fruits of ulvi.ne 
and sovereign gt'<lU, o.nd not f works or dutie ; but I t ti.le edilor pro-

eed.) "The e, Mr. J. call fruits of inteniperQ.nce, bu we know thnt 
trictly· Ape11 k-ing, they nre not, I> c(rnse they froqu ntty- ro ul~ from other 

co.use ; 0.11d yet resulting so frequently 1u\d palpably fiorn U10 inl mJieru.te 
u e of into. icating drinks, we ny tho.t Lhoy u.ro tbo fruits of intemperance. 

ow, thnt Mr. J. intended to be thus nnderst orl , we Lhi uk, is boyond nll 
doubt. On the other sitle, }VIr. J . cla • " domestic comfort, fo.,,or of od, 
nud respect of man, peace arul plenty, heuJlh of oul nnd boily, etornal hap­
pine !I." ow, 111:1 in the cuumorntiou of the evils of illlempeto.nce, o 
t ere Mr. J . i evidently to be unclerstoocl as s1ieo.ki ng co1·rootly, i11 tho lan­
guage of common en e, and n t according t tricl theol gical criticism. 
•or in order to tho JlO ·ession of the efruits of temperance, ns Mr. J. calls 

them, tempernuce, ill the teohnicnl euso in whlch it is now used, i. indis­
pensa.ble, j ust as much so us the cause is necessary t.o any givon elfoct. This 
you are bound to admit unless you can how that God converts men when 
drunk,' 

1t requires, I ackuowledg , a. very olo o ox11mino.tion to •et the seuse of 
this; but diligent tudy will, I think, extract lhis and 110 0U1cr, to-wit: 
that o.s i1~temperanco prodaoe tho things !Jere co.Jlod its fruits o terflpcranre 
produaes tho things l1ere ca:11 d its fiµ]ts. 'f}Lis is clenl'ly-l beg pnrdop, 
thi is ve1y obscurely- but certainly the general tenor f tbe passnge. 
But very particularly nl o is j_~ argued, • in order to tbe posse sion of these 
fruits of temperance, as Mr. ·J. cn.lls them, ternpero,nce in ilie teclmioo.1 

ehso in which it ls uow t1sod ls im.li pon abJo, Jui;t 11s much so ll Ille cu.use 
js neces nry to any given eflbct." I ask whnt is th1'1 tecluricn.l n e. of 
"tolllp.erninoo," especinlly with the p vsops respon ible for these view , if it 
be not "lot11l o.bst~nooc ?·" Anrl ren1einher tllo.t Omo of ~ho fni.i:ts of te\ll• 
pernnce hero spokon of are tho favol' flj (1oJ antl t~nml Mp])illl' s. Than 
w ho.ve this ·entiment that total nl1slincnca is indispen u.ble to the favor of 
God u.b u ternnJ ha.ppinessl Auel nmtk, 1 p\:o.y you, 11ot iMtlispensrLble ns 
one of the circumslanocs, adjunolS, or nccidrmts of lhe 1ing bllt ' 'it11lfoptn­
·ahle, just as muoh o as tlt,• cause is 11111:J!ssary u, ,my gi1111n. effetJS.'' ow, 
thn.t it wo.s intended to nsset·c so monstrous a , propositio1~ (LS js !he only 
one tbo.t can be fairly extracted frorn this lnngu11ge, I do uot cho.rge-for 
the stn.nding nnd connection of th por ons in question_ forbia it-a.nd it 
is expre]ls ly deo111recl , tlmt in p1illlishin~ M1•,_J 1, _pledge, .Lt wa.s Mt mea._nt. 
to toach tbnt tempern.nceis religion. S11ab di cl1111ners howc~er, nro ofl1t• 
tie v11lue in the face of IL ·tudied e0brt lo de.fond fr. J • pec11Llly a • tli Y 
were w,i.thh hl from the colunm in \'l'hicli his pl dgo wns pl1bli hed. ow, 
ns we e111mot suppose that it wl\S me(l,nt ~o chmy openly, the. ftmtl,i r:iierit n,l 
doctrine of the go pol here e.ssaile,1, nod as wo can l11rrd ly e.scribo to in­
t lligent geutJerne.n, n ire misapprehension ~f t~1oir ow11 ar~ment, it ~nly 
r o\Mins to s u1,poso tbM theh• zeul J'or toto.l 11-b ti nenee begru led. them 1nto 
tl1i defence of one of tho gro est errors of popcry • for nolhi.ug is more 
undeniably true tho.n th t pnpi t r ly on the meritoriou offien.cy of g'.'°d 
wo.rks in ao.ving mo1, ,from hell. It WM nothing stl'llilgo tho.ta. popi h pn est 
ebould Leu.ch uch 11 rl clrlne, ond hould embody it ln bi form of U1e pleilge. 
But ihat profi sedly so11Dd and evn.ngeliouJ ehr ' tians hould pnbli h such 
tloctrinos without any comment, btlt o. var)' cornplirnentnry notice of tho 
Priest', ru1d tshonlcl ufterward d fend lho xpr~s!O)l elf t:born, is very '*'1tage; 
o.nd u for llS t can perceive, is to be nceountcd for by tho fa.ct-, which I am 
trying to illustrnte, tha.t th infiaenco IJJld tenilencies Qf total absLinence 
societies 1Lre-o.dverso to th tloetri110 of the go pei. lDvoJI the g rou.t nnd 
fund~mental doctrine of ju tiHea.tion by faith in tbe imputed rjghteousness 
of Christ without 1· peet to righteou ncss of 0llr own, i forgotten and set 
u,s1do l;iy :ffectionate and enN1est 1.oa.l in tl10 defcaee of IL Popi.sh Priest, who 
Lo.d put forth tile notion thlL takitlg ru1d keeping llis totnt abstinence pledge, 
would secure the favor of d n.nd eternal h.nppine ! Tho ounder and more 
ov11JJgelie tho mo11 wllose views of tl' uth CLre • obsou.red, nntl thei: lo\10 of it 
abated the more tlecisi ve nnd dnngerous tile llllhiell.Ce lha.t hus· 1m.sled them• 
There' will one day ho deceh•ers, if hey hnvo nut already come, o insidi­
ous llild !Ultute us to deceive, ,if it were possible, even tho elect. 

will mentibu ,btt • one moto otlt t.>f the mrmy thor proofs -.yhfoh m'ill'ht be 
produced of the ho lili ty of these societies to he doctritl : the inst}tutions, 
o.nd Lhe ~ULhocity of tlie go pel. Thi re peot.s the relations which they 
]10.ve niiaumed u:nil ste1idUy J'lm.into.in towo..rdstho chrisfiu.n minis.try• I n.eed 
berc say but litlle. -:ss Eev. Dr. McDill: " N'i!.h res~oct io the 11_sso.uJ.ts 
on tho olorgy, we hold lhe111 ry chett.p indeod. \ bal 1mport11J1co 1s lo be 



nttnclicd to the opinic:>ns uf editors um! spcP.ch m11kcrs, und r olution vot rs, 
three fburll1s of whom n.re as ignornnt uf the pl,rn of • 1vo.tion nud the 
means, which n. minister of tho gos1 el ~houhl t1se to promote tho kingclom 
of Christ in the licnrls uf men, a;; the child is of the Newtoninn Philusophy1 
Some men lmve nu ,,ther way of dcrivi11l( import,tnce to themselves, tl1nn by 
ma.king thtuSt$ ut the clergy, nnd it would b cruel to r1oprive them of their 
only opportunity of ri ing in the wo~lcl." This is n.s just o.s iL is keen­
indeecl, it is ,its trulh• tbn.t impnrl.s the keenness to foi odgo. And ofl.-lm­
ti.mes, no doubt, the friends of the gospel ministry ourrht to troot its cnemie 
as here suggested. But whlln ministers themselves he'ome trnminclfut f' 
thoir g reat trust and instead of mu.gnifying, wou ltl d grnclfi their high office, 
thoy ouabt to b i-emindll(1 of the estimate whicl1 God put · 011 it. YoL1 will 
not talc: ff nc:e Jf I druw nn rnustrntion of rny meaning fr m yo1,1r Qwu 
ex~.mple. You hn.ve lent you r nid for tho publio ensure o.nd iliscr ~iting of 
you1· brelhron wbo do not tal<e tbe plodgo, u.nd !bl' no other 1·e11. on tbo.r1 tl1n.t 

they a.re uuwiiling to tleride tbeir mo.ste~ by OJ1tle1.nning wltnt ho did • for 
these purpo ·es yot1 hav lent yotir riid to men who lrn.vo htudly ernorgod 
frotn tUe ,,ices in which tbey lio.vo IJeen sun.k, cluring the long yeitrS tbo.t 
these your brethren 1.!11 vo been, through ourny tribulo,'tions, Jll' • uh:ing the 
gospel of the grnco of Goel, und doing what they could lo pring men t true 
repent1mce • bretben whose singlono s of purpose in their work you know 
IUI well as you know your wn. You have holpocl to introduce n new to t 
of cbtistin.n and tninislerlnl clio.rn.eter 1tSs111nl.ng to require wh11,t. · otl hns 
not required. f yout brctl.Jren, nncl to bJn.mo them for tho. of wWcJi. ho bo.s 
not su.id that he wil1 hold them gni.lty. You hold them up to public cou• 
demmitiou as per ons delinquent ir1 n most iinporln.nt nnd m:geut du~y, o.ud 
when your warrant for o doing is deruamlecl and you llre umtble to protluce 
any, you till .rtiHern;to yow· chnrge. A few s ft words nnot ~omove 1'~1e 

go.11 of such nttncks • nnd 1 wn.rn you, that if}hey n.rc. ii~ louucled, U1ey \~1TI 

be held to be as aults,on otl, J cl not lo.un for munsters nn exemption 
from the faults of other men, nor any immunity from the cnsnre that ,is 
j1,1st for o.11 evil deeds. But I s11y that whoso wr ngfully n.s ni) • tl.!01 '. ~d 
on fnlse pretences reviles thofr good nn.me n.ud o.ttempts to destroy lllel'l"lll­
:fluence for good, doe it o.t n. urcnclful pe11il. It clocs not mutter tJmt he is 
one of th m. The suio~de is no less a murderer tho.n the higJ1wnymnn. 
The church is, under God, the ouly I.lope or llie world-the mi,ni try • , tU\­

der •otl, the gi:eat hope of tlae church, Who.t were the state Qf tlle church 
nntl of tho world, if the uJinistry wete extinct 1 If its inilueuco were nn­
nihl111tocl.tu1d its no.me d.isc1·edited, it were porbups still worse. T:ben, I 
prny you lo be\vo.re, for your own suko 11nd for mo.nkintl'Ei, J1ow yoµ ~ls­
credh yol.'lr tirntbl'en on grouods un~criptu:rn.J. 'J.1bere is no wny l)f snvmg 
sinners but by tba gospel, and God's chief metl1orl f onveyiag iL to ll1eir 
mind is lly its pteo.cl.lors. lluw ho,ll they bBlieve in him of whoin they 
110.vo noL lien.rd, I\Ud liow sba.ll they henr wHhout 1i preacbor. TJ10 preach­
ing of the gospel being Gull's chosen ~el1cmc fu.l' the rnanifostatiun of hi.· 

~f'l\Vt:r aud \\jJJj11 g 11u "·.; to .;ave, U1c hope:•: 111' l1ttLukiud tu·c liuketl to th~ 

prr.ac l1ers, ,ind iJ' you \\'n111g- tltetn aud l,Jau1c tl1c111 unjustly , n11<l join wilh 

:~ata n ,111d wieked 111e11 to dcstruy or rli1ni11i~h tlwir ]'Ull'<'I' ,,{' duiug goutl, 

,l.'/u·11 t/1,.;_'} arc n::;hl rlild :7l"l/. ",·,• "·,•,111i, you hail helter touch tl,e apple of 
yn 11r Cj'l~, for yun :irn tu11d1ing· ( fu,.I'.--; ! 

It will hnr<ll.v lie <ieni,;:,l tli:tt 111i11i ,tur.~ f1f tlte gospul whu rnject the tol1tl 
ab:-tine11ce doctri11r auil r<'t'u:,;e (Cl revile tlrn .'3011 of' Hu,l, lia vc lung bcu11 tlie 
ohjcl',t., of' 1li:;pJ,>;1smc un tltn 1mrt 11f I liw;e ,1'110 ,liJfor fru111 tlte111 on these, 

points, arn1 e,;pi;,,iall.11 si 1we lh(, n•li,r1,1i11;;- of m,wki11d lias fallen into the 

h:i.J1d;; uf tlto•c wltu li.,ve hul n·<·<•ntly n11d i1111•<•rfoclly rufonued tlien1sclves. 
] liavc 1111.Jur.,tun,l l11al 111 t!Ju:;c phu·es , J, r. re 111iuis1<,r,; flJ' the gos11c l unite, 

with tl1c~e n•/iJnnur.,, th,: v a rn for tlte ni as t .• •t asi<l,=·, as (it",e wlw nre un­

:;11ilnhl o tr iur.,y 1111H:,,,11t 11 ·, r:u11d11i:t sn p rn·n :i ~-ys ten, "I' rdt,rni; nncl if rc­

•·"::.n izc,l in it at :di, iu a 1•<:I '.\' i1,i,0 rior ,!.•,; n,;; , wl , ilu I ,;hu11 ld tmppo,,e th:i.t 
ill every truly rflliunaJ :tJtd ~<' r iplural s clw1111' for a1,w iflrntiug- tlte C<>JHlition 

of m nki11d, tlH) 111i11i ~: lur ,; of tltu 1,:k, riou;; g·u•-; p1•l uf lite 1rrnce of Gotl, 
,;ltu11ltl be at lcn ~t l"'J'lnitl1•1l t1• ,,\all(] 1t!1r,•:c;; l ll'itli tl t<J:;,• \\'IHI i-; t ;uHl fi ,remo t 
i11 the wMk, On tl,n uH1ur )1:u1<l 111i11i~Lf,1·., wl111 ruf'u,;u lo lc11d their 11arnes 
and i11ll11nncc tl> thi>< 111 (11-e11w11I, 11n, l1r,l 11 in s111nll cstenrn, :1.11d tauntcil witli 
J,cing- uu the drn11hrnl 1;; ~iilo, tl1<•11 ;,\· l1 ,,tn 11di11g- <•n tl,i;; ::; 111:jcct where their 

Lunl's word ,iud liis cx:uupl1 : pJ.u:,• tlt,,m. ]11 ntlwr words, t!tu~e who will 
rn,t. 1\id i11 atto:111pti11g· t111•r111,11,te nu)rnlit_v a111<111;;- rn,:n un 11ri11ciplcs unk11own 

ur il()~ lile 111 tlJr, wol',I 111' th,! I .urd, wl1icl1 :t1Ji d"1l1 forever, ,rnd wltich is the 

•xpn• ·sio11 01· hi.; ll'ill 1111 tl1c.,,· ::; 111,j,,cl .~ tl1r"u~·l111111. ,i]J Jiell .rnti11n,:, nn, 
lrn,kvd 11pll11 ll'itl, :m~1•i<'in 11 ---1u·e n·:•·nrdeil ns d1:s1i111t,) of pr"per 1.enl auil 

love,, 11nd nltog.,liwr hel1i11d tl,o :i 11i,·il ot'Ll1nng-,.·.''' 'l'hl'y 1, 11, st joiu , aud they 

' 'l'lt1 \ lV:r. nr. Phnn1·1·, 1.;1\iicw 1,.1 1' Lh, \ IVat, •/1•;1111/, •!f (J, ,1 8011111, j u \Ii~ J) 'J JH I' or d ~t .. Ullh ur Augu:,t, 
iul'lli !-i hlS a ~1~d ld11 ~· j11 1'.l;l n t.:.c ol Uu• .i~. ·uit"' 1q,u11 t h 1• ch111•rh ;11111 t h P dt>l'f;'Y h.) tlh•se ~od1!Ll(·~. 

Thu~: 
Tc rrcH.M<ae .-l<l> Tm: 11uno11~$cune on • 'boJ •~nt ,u "A tl!IC011r pronouncad l1ciur11 the 

P~lel'llllll'g 'l'<llal .A,l)qUn no Soch;t1•, July 4th, 186'-.Dy Ruou A. G,<nl-\1'.D.'' 'l'ho rubJool oC 
tlil• ~l•cour.a, ~• J!h•on qn ll\ liraL pn(ii i • n• fotlbw1t: •• 'i'ho rool of fntrunpern.nce Is ht th~$00ml 
•r•t~m." 'rhr nulhnr•~ po,ltlon In kotMr for n\111>)' )'t11>•• }>tl&l, {Ill o. profes,or ln on of our mo•L 
,-.,pu• Wl>IQ uo lh•g(:!), Ill! 11 mflm~c,r orlho l.,--gi•ln1t1rn of y~ .. n Clurk uf lh l1011 e ot :R~l)'Nlen, 
I Lt-·111 In n111ir • \lll<I u J> l't/fl ,. 111• of 1ho flhrl•li 111,•ll!(fon, 1rnl1,1I , lt.h hi nn1l, lJUlly 111 J'.)l'I· 
""l llw n,111 hi• Dh[uty t,) I U)' whnl h~ 1l1i11I • ln OJI Q(trru.tth DtftllJIJ>l' , 1 ,1nd,,r It ,,nrlo.lu 1b11L rlu, 
ndill'I ~ wUI Ii<! reur.l, pu(l 1lrnl I ,entlm, 111~ , Il l h~! "Ill •h 11,, In 11Jouldlng publlr !,'1•lnluu ,Jrul 

011,lut•l. )111· r•• ll~l'll wilt Ml, \l11,.-11rt11·,•, l •ur11r1 ,,~ lh nl wu 1houhl ln.k ioniu nol<ru or ii, • 
1u•clnlly whun lb<•y !IT lnformr<I tlint ill ''J1nbll ,trnd hy requ l r !ht• •1oclrl) ," W thinlr t1illl, 
11houl!I on) h urprf•t 1 nt nur,lol.n~ w, Lliu t, el whfoli ,w (tho llt, low will 1.1.1,fy I.hell! lltel lf 
-~, l11l1ll1a \(f ra.)• (JI)' JtllonUou lo lltingt occurcl11g 11round U.t , lit. pr. t.'111 1' 0 Ill OC<UWOU for 
dqingllO, • • • 

11\lhun lttf•~UWl•OUlll:laL IJ<•l.i<WO llllll ''WChO lOll /t rb a.rU,ovoio ~t W(l1'1llngog9h1,l lh 
aooill l vll• of ih tlmut,'1 •·h h•r from th 1,ulpil ~r IJ1 ri>llg iuu• /'"l'' . • • • • • ' 

.A th ,1111•111<111 he1•1 to lJo th~tmnhwcl i. one r f'101, &uJ h■ ne I rnJ>d••r of lh~ "d.lltlo~• &lld 
01 11 lJI a.rllult m Uli d ulilo ror WnJh!I(, w n Ir nn lmpnrlilll Jlllblln Ii:> 41!Clda II f1j)ll ~ 11 UH roclf b«-Ior 
1b m. Au indn I.fun uf I lh,• fll<>U would Oil ,•o l11n1 , nnd or eot11"i'01tllHUI ht• h ro ""l?{!(lletl, 
Frtlm tho bar tt lll do, M ,loul>I w1Lhou1 lmd inwnllo1d, y~l mnde in br<m~ tt•rrn•, we uppe,it to oil 
011i'T(?lldr1· to , ay whether tlielr pn,,I"" us thr.Jd 1111•n, nr, ,a,1 ~• Ill~ up llidr ' : J 11 llk n lrump11~ 
1111d glv1• " &r11l 11 '1 t<'I) • ling nll o~luJ o,•llM, 111.,:,por LO ba uocn m 1\Ul)lll d,..,_ unea oi- In rury 
otl10r 1Mtmor; \Vltllo Mr. G.wbmd hl1t111 111 ,n lor .u ·nti·, lliu ry ur J1llllly it lhal th~· J ~Ilk 
lilO flrtti•ly I 

or H.ru \Vi' n whit h•ilt!r pfra e.d whl1 torn V 01lwr m;dh'l'I in tht, 1-tlffl("I pll.J"A~l'il}lh, J\1b:. 0, wllh 
npp11nmt ly kiud h1h·11li,Hl1J tlrn(lrt):-: thu li-r:~.r ;1,1) ,-! : 11 'i'hc,y I ll 1Jw_y h a ,• h n lrtu{bl,.w 
1-r hl• lll•Ju.Jlhl '.~ br: th ;tl. ll\ )' le ., 1. ''. ll llwy h :rr1· l:••1 • l fl lll~hl by n, H1 hJ,, thl:.: w ~1u ld ':t ~he h1gb_:-
(.i"~ prn.ll.1, l)11t w,: ~llll (.H) li ri L tt 1,- n ril n11 c· l, :111!.1ld• \ l•.1 n(,1r thoL lh•• _1111tlif)1· nt lhn d111t.ou"'" 
lutcndu.J lo I ad, 11, .. t ll\1•y look tlu:lr orlnl,,w "J'''" Che .mlhonl of Ulell witlioul duo.111~ !Jgo.Uo11 
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must follow, us their letu1crs iu the work which Gnd hatl givcu thc111 tu ll cot 
men whu arc lmrdly yet unt of t!tc purliens of licc11tiou~111·,~ and t,ll cr ime , 
and who, for tlic must p:tl't, profo,;s 11othi11 ~~ more in the way of religion ur 
even moral refornmt.iun, thau that they clu not. any murr, get chunk. These 
1ue the lllCJI who :ire lc:)(]jng this trju111ph through the eartli, tual all mini~­
ters of the go:<pcl uw,;t either l:t~ led rnpt ive at tlidr cliu.ri ot wh1'eb, or be 
crushed urnlcr tltnir wni:;·hl, tlmt :;u111e how they 111ay grnce the triuu1ph, or 

swell the glory of "rcliirme,1 inehria.tc;, ," 
Now, lmving .il111w11 thut Gull's wol'll <lo not teach, and tlmt the Saviour 

ditl not practice, the ,loctriuo of total u.hstiuc11cc, t~nd that cl,ristians arc 
not uncler any uhligt1tiu11 uf nHn·ality or religiou to join the ~oC'ie ties which 
mu.kc the:;c liigit pretuu»iuu~, I foe] safe in i;;,ying· tlmt such pretensions ttrC 

an ad1ljtio11nl cunfiwrntion uf 111y view of them . It is no w ntl,er that n. 
society of mau':; lurrnaLi,m whieh seek.· to destroy one of G-nd's institu­
tion8·, the sacrnnrnnt nf tho supper, f; honlil £eek also to (li.-;r.retlit anc,ther, 
tltc ministry ui' rcco11cili:Ltio11; alJll it i;; well tk1.t the aim is :-,o soon dis­
covered, viz: to ~ubjugn.te or dr,_: f roy tlti:, diviue iniititution. Rut it is 
something re<Jniring e~:pla11:1.lion, that rni11i:,tc£s o,· the r~ospel i,lwuhl joi!, 
this hue a111I cry ag-ai11st their brotl1ni11; :11111 e•, 1111<" i,dly, wl,cn they happen 
to control the fll'CS ·, that they sl10ultl d!'lig l1t in ;,1weri,1g- at !rnd, as run not 
lifter them. To nh w the Ri1,1pk accmn.c;y oC this :;t;,.lcmcul, note the fol­
!o, ing, n.s a spcr.1meu, CrolJl tlw July No. uftlic Kenl111:ky Tmnpcr:incc Han·· 
11c1·: ''a \Va~:hia,~·toui:,n," ~,, y the enntliH'tlH"'i~ "rt1quc·ts ihal all 111inistcr~ 
1Jf tho go;:pcl in l\.ClllLll'l;y, whu lmvo rul·u,;ocl tu co-opr.r:ltC in tlie 1<1111 pcr-
1rnco rel',mn, pnbli~h their reason.· for oer.npying tl1<> ]Hl:; itiun which they clo 
su. Such rnini~; trrs nrc now VC'J'Y fow, nncl the uurnhr:r of their rea,;ons 
for not signing- the pk•lr;e we g11e, • fa still ,;1110.ller." Tt.i s wM not a mun• 
ly exprc~sirm or n. wi•,I, tlrnl. tlH!ir rca.rl 'r:; cunld see hoth i,i,lc:; uf the ques­
tion, and kuow 1 ·Ji:,t ,,,wh dcli11q11P11ts could i,;,y iu their 11wn c1cfi•nl'e, che 
without stoppillg to 011q11irc who wrntc it, they IV ,ul,l ,,prcail thi ,: ur ;;0111c 

better <liscus,;inn nl' LI ,·, ,:,uhjcct in thei r 1.:oln111ns. Thi ,, they will be ce, .. 
to.in not to dn. [l w;1s a s11uer , then, at I hei r brdhren, the n11:rn reatlily­
shull I atlcl, the !11orc !,';C'ucron:;ly-nltrrctl, lwcn.us1• they thou g- bt tltn lonu; 
and patieut ,:iluncc ol' thcso l,rct.lireu w1,11lil not !Jo broken. Ju this they 
were mistaken. I will rcwi111l them l(J11, ol' Dr. Mn~ou'~ rebuke uf the :Lr­
rogant in his (lay, who cal le(\ for what thoy well dcserl'c<l, and wli:,t they 
still hoped to c;;eapr, l,ut wlm'r. lrn tli.t not witl1lioltl, tin: ,; : "Jle1·u 11sr. s,~utouco 
against an evil work i~ nut cxcr;ute,1 :;pt•e1lily, tl,ercfi>re the hc:irt of the 

sons ol' men is fully set in tt,cm Lo do evil." 
or thorough aui•lotlo11 or Uwlr lru.u, and in1porton c. Jr 11H'l1 h• th,, hlu'J!•• 11· o k for 111 11roof, 
Jl II hlu • (l lrnu lh l ll\ll"r In n VI ry gr ,l ,·nrll-lr Ill th fu lnlluolu.al l(l'llJII or u, AmMIC$II lt•r. 
gy. l1t1tlmp•· , "" duu\11, mn) h founll of ruu11, wl11! nr var~· mu h rd.ult 1· ur 11lh11r m.w'aopiu­
[on . BIil U111I lhh 11 u,,. t1•·11urill ch root•r Qf th rl rg)' ot tht. liunl, w• <lo ult ••ly ,ltlny. 1l'l)o 
noJ mni\y noil whol I) rml( or ti" r ly ~II th,, mini l •u of lh ~()•[WI whoin " '" hon • vur h d, 
pn1olbfm lh Nm v t,o 1111111 vf d!"'I' JilrlaorHy, uUo,Ji ugw hAl tlo•y t ·1 I tu M ttwfllll y 1rtw, ,1r ( th r~• 
Jin , f, t!l inol'flfiwl 111111 Jlllhll• I to tin1I ,\1r, J, l1t,1ohlng th" p 1•' tbsl th,•y rulo .. ,. 1' l u b 1· 
only h lf truth~ tl'(lm Ult1 !'Ul!'ll, r,ntl NUu~u ,,11 lly o(n~IIQO h1 All th 1111•11-mu1tll of lllu 'hurah­
th• ~r ,ohh1 of oao \Wn11 «nJ the pr timig ot ~other.'' 1\rc,lh 1· how~r, I ',(111 , or iiwruJly 
110\umn ol\or gjlll lt1 ~•••·y un ullou• illl'llll, Q111\ unk l\Juy o.ra llior y tru,·, uolblng c 11 Jll.lllfy 
1hu UI' of uol1 IW1guugc. 

I ha1·1.) ~:,id ~1w h l.l11nn-~; rc<fllil'r. l'X]1ln1rtio11 IL 1v·11 I . • . ,-, , • • . , " . • 1 1w1. ,c suppr,seu 
1hat those 11-IIO employ :-.1 11:lt 111ctl1nd·• ,,f 0 1t0 1·l· 11 ·1", nit\' 111··. I • . . . . .. ...,. " · " ' \ '" •. Hatc011,s1.<;gn111 
l.11c1 chy, a Jll'f llC to g-rnt dy, or 1, 1iLlr.vol()1J CC (u i11dulg·e. '.l.'o :,; , y I hat· DIH~ 

would n~c tho press fi,r :--11ch nn end, lllllkr such a. g·11ii10, wcrn tn11 gmvr. a 
cliaqre, unlc:.:~ it were clearly snpportccl. I thiuk a rnan lws "Town ,itl"luo·c 
to honor, who i,: mpal;lc of k11cli ig;n11hlc men.ns of trn1wyttnc~, for tlic, .lu~v 
pur!Joses ,~f private TC';o11t111cnt. Ami as notl1ing is 11H1re unwortl,y or an 
opng-lit 111111cl, :<o nothing- 'is Je,;s likely to cffoct the encl in view. There is 
.not 11 1~a1111cs.•: enou;xh an10111I our pcnplc to sn:<tain a eom:;o so dcspicttble. 
\Ve will JH >L, therefore, impute !hi •: ,le:;ig·u to a.ny, ant! will set the prnetice 
wl1olly clown to the account of tl,c~c socielic:;. 

However it lll:l y lie a,,; tu other.~, as tt'i yon, ~ir, I lnve no cloubt that your 
generous ancl npright mind lrn •· been mii,lccl by a false view of christian clu­
t.y-:-t11eU1tnl abst.inenc<~ ]ll'inciplr. has l,cn·uilc1l you; false in its na.turc, fa-
11aticnJ 111 it:, tr.111lc11cic:;, 1111clwrit:1hlcin it.; spiri~, .it Ju s lle,'oivccl :i.ncl be­
trayed yon, and th11s has le,l yon on to do yolll' brr.thrCln wrong, and so to 
wrong the n1fostcr. il II men 1,wy lmru tli~ nnt.me n11d tendencies of thr, 
Joctrin~, :wd tl,c power it lws nc·rp1irecl, whrn 1]10.v flee tl,:,t it hai, rc;1.chcil ;1, 
hrrnst likn your;;. \Vl, nu ltonr-t, ;,en~ih]c, 111od,•r:1t.c, kinrl hc[lr1n,1 men arc 
eOlllJUCreil liy n. fierce fanatieisrn, 110 wollll<'I' the Jr, ,,<; !),'tmr,lecl arc bro·nilccl. 
I trust, and clo not do11l1t, tlwt it is hut a. hricf an,1 pn1ii:,l trimnph of false­
hood ov~r trutl1, arnl that soon yunr b1•ctl1rcn nwy be assured you arc yonr 
self ng-a111. • 

~!?inst _thc:,n tot.nl a.hs tinr1H'c, or ns (11cy arc now en lied, \Vni;hing-tonitlll 
soc~ctws, .I. have nnotlier chst: of nl,jcdiuus t.11 111'/!'C, akin certainly to thos,~ 
,~luch have hecn n1e111 ioncil, n nd yet ~:11nicicnlly tlistinct. to he arrnngccl apart 
fiom them. T hr.1.ng- thern th, •11, 11n1lcr one g,mcral des irrnation, a.ncl call 
them tlnng-!; that cli,,r1•ci1it tlin 11,c1vm,11•11t, :111«1 l'.onstitnte in the ~o·nTco·at ff . . . . ,, □ , _, , c, n. 
sn 1e1cnt reason Jor c.lc'cl 111rn 1,· tl,c 1;lcdr,·c ]Ie1·,• t·oo [ -,J1o]] 1 c L tt t t . n p • . ... , , . ,., , i 1 , a. c1np • o 
cxlmust tltc 111;1.tcnah tlmt pl'l1pu~,e thcmst•lves, hut f:elcct a few for uricfrc­
nnrk. ~11 tl1e firs t p!acr., th,·n, it appear'; to me a cleciclccl objection to any 

sche1uc lor a 11\0rnl rel'on,mtion of' 11mnkinil, t.li:1t it proposes a urw prirn;iplc 
rm,l ·111mlr of 1>n11;;:il11n• J11 11 , " l • • • • 1 • • • ] • . . · , , • 1,t . , ,1,;, 1n rn 1:swn , t. 1nrc is no more to be 
l;.arnnd; all th:1t is trnn, nay, all /lt11t tltvc is, h:1:1 hr.en mn.<le known in tile 
l,1hle , 011r pcr'.cct rnl<! of faith ancl pr:v,tire. J\s it i" j1upossiblc for hnman 
w1;;1lom ancl v11'1.11c to snr,·••·n:;t as 1,urc a sy,· tc111 1>f r.lli· 0 .. • ·t • • ·11 . o.:-i · ' · ,, , , ., h ,..,,, SO 1 l!::l ltllp0:.;,--:1) C 

to 11_11prov,: on tl1r. Hillie metl11Hl of 1tpplying ll,cr,1. Now, the JJible proposes 
an 1m11wdnt.n a111l t!Hiro11gli rr,for111 a· thP only trnc JlPJ'S0>1"! i·c!io. 1.· r, . . ' , ~ • • ,, , l 111:1. 10l1-

l lia.l l" to !;ay, tlio \'✓ity for 11. 111:m to exhibit a rnornl refunnat.inn is to almn• 
,lon n.!I hi~ vire,; :Lt ouc:c .. l,url1 an one 1p1it:; (lrjnking·, :;wearing, Jyinn-, 
clte,,.t.111g, lll short, i:ver,v v1 ·r,, Ji1;·t/t11:ill1, arnl to retajn u110 of' tJw1n for :n 
!1~'.1r'.· vitiate.~ his prel.:rnlccl rrfon,mtiun. '.l'he~e socit.:ties proceed npu.n tt 

p11ne1plc r:,d1cally 1ldlurnnt.; they ~ny let. 11s clo one tl1iu 1.\' at v. time with 
•cu cit man; let us break up tnw's !Jabil of dri11king, and thns destroy r,r prc­
,·cn1. l11s 1lrni1kc11:1c,;s, nnrl ilcr:n wn nmy ~ro aliollt: hi :, lying, nrnl st.,mling·, 



1~c. t,vcl ~ays, a l'"l'~1Jnal r,0 i;Jl'111:L1.i1m rc:u·hc" :dl f·inf: al. 11neP--- and h0 i,, 

pot rcforme<l, who, tlto11gli lt c <lri11l;,: no 111ore, indnlges otl1cr YicP<;. ,1ly 
mind is satisfied llin, \\·hatrwer tnkt'S ditlhrcnl. gr11mHl from the won\ of eter­
nal truth, is folly ruul nn impost11rn, a11tl sooner t>r 1ntot· it mn. t omo to 
nought. '!'o purs11 su ·It " ,wl1c 111 0 i,; to ub(illU n lho mel11 tl wliieh diviuo 
wi clom hr fll' po •ti; nml t.lti~ i;; t-t1 i11q•cn h Lhn,t wisd ui 0.11 11 iu ult tho 
,n.11 wi o Goil whose nttrihnle it i~. ] a111 not rendy to renounce the 13ibl • 
I cannot testify th:Lt I Jin.VP ,1i~covrred a vil1Ll error either in it~ mornJity 
01· in it~ rnctl1od of tLJJJ!lyin~ it,; prii1ciplc for tho per~nnal r ufon1mtiu11 tlf 

mankind. J: liave 110 conficlcm·.e in any ~ch1 •1ue fin· killing- oil' 111e11',-: vit:"-' 
one at a timc--rcforrning n nmn in one particul:Lr :111d leaving- lti111 in all 
other rrspecls as he was, perhaps mr~c in ~OlllC' 1 tuir1 har,lcr lo ho really r1:-­
forme,1, hy ;nnking hi1,1 hclirvo tl1<1t hr. is n,tiJrmocl :tlrC':11\y. In 111y eye,, 
therefore, these sur.ietics nrn ,hsne,lil(!cl hy ba '.;ing their cntrrpri:r.c upon :1 

principle rn,lically i111pcrf1.:t:L, un~:unncl >tllll lttl.sc, n ncl wit ich flie,- in tho yery 
face of Gut\':; revc,ilccl principle;; on tlwt :rnhjcct.• 

You will oh:-:crvc, too, :n :wutlrnr i\1u~t.r:1tic>n of 111~ cJ.rnful1w~~ with 
which the infiu rnce of n!ve:tlcd trnlh, mHl tlir. n:1:l•ffnitinn of 1.hr. ]11'inciplcs 
of tho gospel nre cxclwleil fron1 the~c socir:tic,:, Ll,at t.hcrn i,; notl,ing iu1pli­
ecl hut the wonl of n u ~11//c ,;1fl11, in tlw pnm1isc to ohi.:crvc tltn pledge. So 
far from invokin.Q· tlrn~1.icl of tlivi11c g-racr, ancl the influ1!11ce of such sr.nti­
ment anrl iinprn;sious a. tho . pirit c,J' ;o,1 impart.•; , 1hern i::; the 1,1ost ,·cru­
pulou. nvoi<ling of av ry tliing lil,r an :li'lOIO'.\ !Pdg-r1H'lll <,I' 111<.m's J'.eetl 1.,r 

such o.ssista11cc, and (L um ·i ntJy di•;ti11ct, if r must not say, pos1ttvc :u;• 
scrtion uf men's power to rPfunn thcm!wlvcs without. nny ·uch influeuce 
upon ll\e hnnmn miml. I might lterc SJJenk of the high olnims whlcli he 
pcculiorly possesses, to i;i.:ckc his pnrpos ll of refopn on tho linnor of a g n• 
tlomo.n, who previou~ ho.bit un,l :,iu1 in lifo. have lleeu lG desni. nnd set 
at nought every t!tinr; that con:;t.itut\lS a true hr:11:torl gnntleouu1. By o. gon• 
tl cman, we mean a man of' honor-one wl10,;c principle'; aml demeanor lmre 
shown him to br. ,1.lJove that which .i~ little; in~nr:1hle of :my thing- that is 
mean or ba~e. Ho :is not a gcn1 lmnnn wh<1 111:1 Im:; n hrnte of himself hy 
his vices. Ire mov not I) citllc:11 a gc11tlelflnn, neither is he r.01,1pctent !o 
pledge nny thing 1;po11 th lli.ilh and l11111ur uf a gcntlrn,ian . who~c prc,•ious 
course Jms proved hi!tl to bo foi,cm, ilJlr. to tl10 clai,n~ of virtue an1l honor, 
nncl wl10:,c vulg:nr a nil beastly appelit,i has bt:e11 :;t rongcr than all ulltl'r 1:1111 -

sicler:itions. He is nut prc1,arcd to pledge the worrl of a gentlrnmn, whose 
habit ·it has been tu i111lulge a u1ost low un,1 bat.cf'ul pas~io11, which he knew 
beforcham1 woult1 wake hjlll ne~l eet am! nliusc, if 1101. lie:tt, liis wifo; <•lothc 
his chil11ren with r:ws, cover the faces (If n 11 his friends with :.:Jm1nc, n.1111 
his namo with tli:,11o:1or n11 1l r11pr1>ach. l1ut snch an one ti1is ~nci 1)ly takes 
up, a1Hl while yet tho cx,:itellll'l1t of Iii~ Clltousals, or tltc :;tnpor of :t Jon~ 
n.ncl inscnsil.,Je <I P.bauch .is 011 l1in1, will exact of hi111 tlw JH't1Ju1se of :d.1sti­
ncncc and sohriei.y upon Lhc honor of a gontlen1:c11! Yt111 mig-ht a:; well go 
into sonic sink 11f l icention::;ncss, an,l therr.11pon the :;] ightc~l appearance 

.111' r '!;l'Ct, c,arf. t'rnm it·: wrctl'hccl inma1 r::;, ~ prnmi;;r or pnrnnc :•; nud cha.~• 
tit.y fin· time to comr, :wcl h:t·,c t.hc l'nl filmcnt. of it. 11p1>1t :t pledg·0. ,1f the J,onol' 
of' n Indy! Hut who hn ,; tho hc>nor of :t lncly thcrc 1 It due•; nut hrPathc 
in :;ud1 pPllntctl nir--s11 neither i,-; the l11J11or of a gcntleiu:l!l foun,l aintin;l 
thC' vJln tleli:u1<·l1 rry 11/' .,ot<: an,l vn;r:dmmb. 

The truth is, tho l1onm· of tlrn purc,;t /!;cntlcuwn i,, i11s111Ec.ient to break the 
power of :L vice. Cnn tlw T•;L11inpi:1J1 clmngc hi,; skin, or tlte lcupnrd his 
~pots 1 then may ye al$1J ,Jo guo<1 tlmt. nrc acc11sto111cd tu tlo evil. If .Al­
mig·l!ty Uw1 rlo uot excrci~e so1,10 iniluence uver .·uch a11 0110 for his rn­
strnint., tlicrc i,; no rntinual hope, of' Ill'; rcfurnmti1)11. 'J'bc gmcc uf C:od 
a lone srcuro:; a tht1ro11gh ancl Jll'r111:we11t rlinngc; n ml !;omc run trolling influ ­
ence rxcrtc,1 hy he liantl of ( :ud, i:-; the only i11Jlu,•u ·c tlmt can he rdicil 
u1> n to oflbcta11tl tu 1u:tiut.ai11 :t ri•tbrmation fr1J111 vi1·0 tu virlU . 1311t !iy the 
very term of tho pl, r~!;·c, tho vi~ibl huucl of i.hc rnc1nbers of this , ooicty, 
this is ex lutlc,l, :-:r.dulocdy cxl'li11l a, antl tbe11 tl1e l'ledgo it ·elf is xnltc<I 
into a ,:urt of w11nd1-)rworking- power! Tl1Pre are th1Jse who a:,r.l'ibc to tho 
nieTc taking- nf tliis plcclg-c, ~oi11e i11 ,;i:rn t:d1lc n111l pCJW<~ri11] inllur•11cc :i11 ex .. 
pclling all propensity to the vier.. Thn~ m1ys the Western Ilcforrn11r: "It is 
n fact, that tlio plrclg1! ha,; a wondrous rower to ~n.\'e I he poor nnfortunatr, 
nn whoru thP ,lcurnn intmnpc:rnncc lms licg1m to hind his ,;lmcklc.-;, mu! it is 
a sure preventive against. this ,lrnclly vice." 1\ r-hnr111, a:; it were, that can 
exorcise a 11 the evil 8pirit:; that i11tc1rq,cr:111cc li:cs gathered arouncl it:; mis­
crn hle viclirn, :wcl 1nnrle to po.-~<':'s tl1e h<1cly, whi,·h onght to b1., the :d,o,fo, 
as I :"d made it for tlic use, of' a M,l '1 ! Trnly a potent r:hnr1n, a •;trnng· and 
cnclmiHg power this 111ust 1'l'OVt1, s11~tainc,l a:; it i ,;, hy a ~:wclinn so perfect 
and secure, the plr!<lgo 1if n 1ln111kurcl's honor ng-a iw;t hi;: appetite! It is an 
i11!1clr.l schc111c, nor Je.s,: irrati11n:d. [t h:1 :, no fou11d:Ltion i11 rcrtson ur reli­
gion. How can it pcr1wrnently s 11ccc~d '! 

'l'hcr0 is another seriorn; co11sic'lcrati1J11 ju,, t hero. '.l.'hesc ::;ocictics, nl:­
tho11gl1 ain1i11g at a mo,·:d rcfim11, and co11.;titntiug cv •ry l.llC1t1hcr :t cullcague, 
asso<"inte, and ~11-opcl'a tur for good 1o1·ith every other, li:tvc nbsulutcly nu 
~tu.mlan1 or tr.. t uf per:<1mal character ancl litnc.•:~ for 111en11Jcn:hip, except 
llll'l'C ah-;t.inrncc frn;,\ .inloxir:ating rlrink-;-~ s if nlcul1ol wore the only evi l 
and drnulrn1111e,;:J tlie only vicr.-:lllowing- all tlwir 11101J1iJers lo continue in 
their wickt>ducc:.; i11 :ill thing-., ube; su that in ,i oi11i11g them you may !Jc 
rnixctl np, in :L suppos •rl ellort :Lt 1c1ornl rcJim,1, with liars , t11l(I thieves, nud 
uxturtio11crs, nnd pru:;tit11trs, nw1 ITIUl'(lurer,;, :nu] all t.:rmceiv:tble cltt~ses of 
the workers or ini<J11ity, excrpt. only drunlrnrd~, with no purpo:-;c or cflurt 
for their rclim11, the otl1r•1· vic,i,; b1)i11g nil allowed hy rli 1; ti11clly i1uplictl 
agr c111c11t, if; the bottle only b,.: reli11quisl1od-co1,1pocu1tli11g, that is, with 
cri1ne ! Nor, iJc it rr.rncml.Jernd, aJc ~rn:h JlC'l'S(lllS only ~ig·nr 1·:,; oJ' :t co111111c,11 
pl <lge; tltAy :ire to nll iutc>.nt.; nm! p11q,o~l!,; nllic~ allcl t.:0nd,i11tor.· with yoo. 

I wish 1noi;t heartily, t lint all snch people who 1ww ,lrink too rnuch, 
wo11ltl hcco1ire sober, hnt [ wi~l1 ther,1 tu Jay a:,ide their uthcr abo1ninatiuns 
iuo, 1,cfurc [ ,Lill willing- ttJ join lu ml in l_m,1d with thc111 . You ncccl not ~ay 



t,ba.t tho one s1111plo o.im or this movcmlinL is to nrrcsl int.ompornnee, nnrl 
tho.t n 1bci' object en of l'Oform 111 h blencl t1 wW1 it, wllhont ruin­
jug n.11. ',['be very fn.cl lhnl it inns!, nllow cvory othe1· spcci~ or iniqui Y 
to it: members , n the price of i own exlst nee, is in a. high <logl'ee oll, 
jectiom1bl antl suspicious, un.y il tnmps iL with,clcep ilis ro.cc. I c1~nuot 
take tho members of my fumily by the hu.n<l nnd lend U1em to n_uiu ·titution, 
in which they o.L once become fellow momher nnd o-opetfltors with lewtl, 
viuiou , tleprn.veu versons of every ch sunder the ·1111 except 0110 only. If 
o.11 these. people wore r formed iJ1<leeil, the cn~e were very clifibrent • !LUil 1 
spank not of' any 1.,joct,ion w bo mo.do ~nin ·l tbol.ll for wlmt U1ey Imel been ; 
but the ploclg ontompllltes nelhing exc pt intcmp nmcc, nm1 the vilest of 
mtlnki.llrl runy mke rmcl ko l> it. For tlJis ocicty does not proposo nny 
tJii.ng more 11fter it re oives th~m,, its ohjoct being tmique ; anil frotn tbe 
very scLome of it, il11 membe\-s muy oommil 11.Llti practice all brutal nnd sl1o~k­
ing crimes, hut ne, 11.ntl yet. be gootl nncl accepted members, You mp.y lil• 
sist thllt il i impossiblo lo sustain o. t t11l n.bstinen o society u n.ny 0U1er 

p]1e1no. Then, I sny, to my mind it i.<i o. rcuson porfcct.ly conclusive, 

p.gnin l ustuini ng it. 
lso.y lii.rther, in this com,cct.ion, LhuJ)n my opinion the influonco of these 

Wnshi11gto11iP11' socictles lc11cls to conllrm in Lbc pnblic mind IL very_ fu.lso 
iew of tho I icketln n11d dishonor of c.lrunk nno s while I nm equally 
'10]J onvin eel tlll\l oue cnuso of the pro1•0..l nc of Ll:Lis humefol vice, ho.s 

1.ieen foum1 ju men's connivnn ·e ,it il, 1 icty r1l lur~ Im been n llW1l01?e'1 
rega.rd tl.ii s forrn of inteurperlUlco ru.thcr n.s o. rn1sforluo tho.n o. v1ce. 

1 Toor fellow, ' you will hcnr it so.id of Olll,1 ' whn.t, n pity he ilrlnksl-\lo's 
1,t goo•~ he;i~·Led xcellcn.t man, if it wore not ju l for this one foiling!' ~ntl 
so man but liahtly frown ltpot, tbnt which ran.Uy is ono of tho most ilospum· 
lile at' :ill vices, in its par ·ona.l o.spect; nnd in its sociul tu1il public 1· -lntions, 
~n tho highc t clegl'ee pornicious . lt is diflioult, if not lmpo "ble, to deter­
mine tho r l:Lli.ve eno1·mity of crimes, or vicos if you prefor Lho. term-hut 
ob orve. T0t1's cla,ssificlltiou of omo of them, ru1d sec if it do uob sustnin 
whc l l hnvo ::mid of d~µn l,em, ·s- thns : (1 Cor. vi. 9, 10.) "Neither !'or· 
nioators, nor idolo.t rs, 1101' o.dullorers, nor ellcmi1111t , nor 1ibuso1·1:1 of thorn• 
salve with 1na,nkim11 nor tblove , 1.1or covetous, nor dnm7mrtls, nor revilcr::l, 
nor oxtortionors, slia.11 iullorit lho ldngcl m of od.' To the so.mo pu rport, 

e 1 or. y. 11. o.ml nJ. v. 21. FJ·om su h scriptures it i. ' ·leu.:r that 
the Divine Bo-ing r ,111.rds Lhis n. n most injurious o.ttll lmtefol vice, ll..ncl 
clttS e Jt with lll o which o.ro hcld by the moro 011\iglttoned o.ml puro 
mindecl of i;oci ~y, to be highly odion . But the impre • ion is deepened on 
the public mlrtd by ~hei10 societie ·, tlmL drnnl,enn is uitl'orent from otb r 
crjrnes, r.Lrtd not to be clo.s ed wilh U1om, a od ba.s chi ell it._ H sets 
it clown nlon sido of th ft. and mw·!ler • but yott turn nwu.y w1t.h horror 
'froin a. murderer, nnil with d t 1.ntiou f1· Ill o. thief, while the drun.knrd ex­
yil,es chiefly y ur commisera.tion. If men would fro,~n upon drnnkonnc _s 
",ti il p,ersonnl nspect, ns they do ou other pe(s\moJ vices, uncl ns u. pubho 

i llcucc treat it like otl1cr (;l'i 111 t~· , i t would, like l11e111, lie restrained by c:m, 
tempt ::rntl punishment. No r :1.111 I able tn perceive any ack'Jnatc g;rnL;utl (or 
the distinction which Jw ,; uutainell unlwcen these vices, n distinction whic-h 
tbiH movement is a<laptccl to conlirrn . lt is fastcnin'!,' then in ll,e puhlic 
111 ind tlrn.t dis tinction hctweeu clrunkcnnr~s and olhcr v.iccs, favorahlc tu the 
former, which re1Hlurs it le•;s odious :1ntl revolting, and cliLniui~he-,, there­
fore, the force of the restrniut:; upon it. 

The influence of Ll,e,:e Hocietie~ set.-; a sort of bo1111ty upon pa;;L i11te1n­
perance. There i • nu one in , o high repute :1.1uong thern a '; a rcforn1ecl clnmk­
urcl. An tl he no ,:ooner takes the pletl!Je, than he ht•conws n public let:turcr, 
u. tcacl1cr uucl cufurccr of tl1e t.rno prinL:iple:; of ,;ohriety und decency . Yr:-;­
tcnlny he wns a confirmed sot, dl'grncle<I perhaps by nmny yc:1 r,-; of tlie 1,1ost 
vnlgnr llml be::s tly i11dul gm1cc of the wnr;_:t pas;;ion~ of <111r 11at11rc; tu· 
morrow, w.itl,ont auy wurk of grace upon lii :; l1cart, or a11y ill11minati11n of 
trnth upon his uncler~tamlinf;, with no change iu him wlwtevcr, eJ;cept that 
he is sober, :mil tlrnt he hn:; pl e1lg·ed l1i,, honor not lo dri11k agnin , lllJ cu111e~ 
forwnrcl as the public , nccrmlitctl defoudcr of temperance, the clrn mp.inn of 
the only true principles on this ;:nlij cct ! T.n my pour view, tlwrc i~ oxtrcrnc 
inclecc11cy .in all thi :;, f,11ppo~illg· hi111 to be . ounclly cured or his drunken­
ness, dons this i,ul,lic glorying in ]fr, pre, e11t <leconcy, or ck r,p :111il bitter 
slrn.1110 fur his fon,wr exec.;~:: ,;, mu.' :t k •cu 111 e hi111! I ll,i1,k he hail better sit 
down in tlie rl11st :rn,l r:uvcr l,i :; fhce iu s l,;1t,1e uncl sorrow, a111l ins tead of 
lttking- this pulilic pra i,·e tu hiu1.·wlC fur l1:1.vi11g refurn1cd, wr:cp uver the llC· 
r.e.,sily fiJr S1H:h a r •r.1n,1 :: tinn. A llll \\" l1un lh i:; ln1111l>l c :,ud mo:1m;t spirit 
is rejected, 1w wonder L11e uppn: it,: i: : sotm ,,r•cp1ired; and tile 11ewly reforn1-· 
eel "i11ehriatn," (for r:vun tl,o ol,! w<n·tl,, 1,rn •;t 1.:ivu way for g-entler :wcl softer 
tcn,1s) feels lii111sclf at liberty to ilenoum:e the very 111nn who have been try· 
ing- honc~tly to serve C:ocl :i.ncl thl'ir !,;"C11<.:ratio11, throughout these lonht years 
in which helm,;, it may IJe, ncv,:r one,) ll('cn sober. Jf they wil l not g·ive 
up the view;: o[ (.;.u,l's word :11t1l 1;.l,ri .'; t iau ,l11Ly which have hnw lccl ll1cm 
.in the w:1.ys oC ri ~~l1teons11c,~,; an,l pcnue, nt1tl ;tclopl there/or th~ principles 
which l,r, incuk:1.tc-,, tl1ey 11rns l hn S1H:crc1l 11t , aml brow heat, ancl put down . 
'\Voll ;,nicl l'tllll, upou a11uthcr ,, 111,j <!d, •uu,. n. 11ovi,: 1J , k st hl'iug· Ji('Lcd up with 
pride lie nlll int,1 tl,n c11 11((<;1,11aation of the 1lcvil.' It will J1ut, [ i1,u1 •;·i11c, l,e 
deuied, tlml i.lH •rn is 1.1,i ., l •1ulu11,;y, to honnr and exalt the uw.-t d,wrndcrl 
dnmlmr<ls tl1c 1,1t1111<'J1i: they ia!a: ll10 pkdg,i; n11tl that i11 mnuy 1nincl: there 
is a di:-;inclination to (hr, act ive i11t-lucw1 • ul' any l'"r~on,; in thc~e soeietics , 
except reli)l'l11e1l in ~bri at1J :. I w,, s l.ttel y int'1JJ'll1t.!Cl by tt 111e1nher of (J11c ot 
the£c sucietir.1.,, awl an arih•nt ii-ic111l or tl1c 111ovc111cut, and this w1, :,s ill11s­
trntiug- nny prin~iplc, hut ouly as an :w111 ,:ing incident, that when :\ V<'ry 
respecta 1,le gent.le nm n was :1tlclrn:;sing· Ilic r;oc;iety, nnd s taLC'd tlmt n ]though 
n fast and devotl'd fi iend, he t:Onlcl 11ot 1,lead it,; can~c fr•J lil pm·Jonnl experi­
ence of' the evil s of in t:.: 11 1pcra111',l', lmviug 11cv,;r ]JC)<•n clr11nl,, lint 11111 ,,t aclvo­
cate it hy anothc)J" mud,; of nrgrn11c11l, one uf the rr.liJ1·1,1l'rl tnrnr.d to rnv in­
for111a11t ancl ill', i.~ted llmt ,rnuh ,in 11ne lind u,> ri:{hl tu Ii,: lw:,rcl l11cre---if Ji 

iw,d neve1· been drunk \1(.) lrnew 11utlti11g .~huut the 1mttcr, awl ou d11: nut ti; 



be :dlowcd to .-peak! .Now insist th11L if clcc 1~cy lllll1 sotm'.1 morals sun/:-· 
tion this wny uf c1c.i.1ing with drunlmrct profc 111g to have JUSt reformed, 
lh ro js no su!licilm~ r 1l!lOfl og1d11 L dealing thus with thieves und ha.rs, 

tortioncr!I n.ocl tLll oihor porpotru.lors of' crim , wh II they profess to have 
r:.form cl r~p c:;Lii•cly, Vvoro it ~ot nn eilil'yiu_g po •Lacle, _tr uly u beo.ut~ful 
o~turqilo, ll . L up n notorious thief, wb~ h~d Jtu;t grown tired of stcal'.ng, 
nml without ony oLh r ohnngo in lil prmctple or oontluet, had prom1s _a 
thill ho woultl noL uia.l nny ,ntO't' -to • t up such an one, I sny, Ml a. publll.l 
loctnrcr 011 th irt uo <11' hon ly nucl the uost way t promo to it ! 'l'h ro 
is :m oh! a,lng;c, set u rog·ue to cu,l h tL 1'0gu •-hut I U,ink that is th limit 
oJ' his vnlue. The convict's 1ono1y cell, or hard JahOI' in tltc pt>nitcntin.ry, 
are far 111uro s11it.ible fur hin t than the mum! lecturer's slanil. D11t why muy 

t J bo trcn l cl ns ) 11 tren t the drunlmrc11 And the sl\1J10 views mu.y be 
nu l . • ' 1 Id • • 
npi>lied t.1rill uthor ,•lcr~. Jlutiboh ,v the public mine woo rn,t~nc-
tivcJy nncl ju ·tty rovoH frolll the upplic11lion ta tho~c who ha.ti pr!lctised 
them, of' tho m •lh d of em·o1ungcn1cnt anil honor applied in this movement 
to drunkards . Let bnml of rcfonner1 thir.vr.s, ur extorthmers, or adnlterers, 

r any other corrnpt aml ll ·ont.lou persons g arouu,1 Lhe counLtY nnd air 
tcinpl to brenk duwn the vie which th y onc;e inrlu lged, 1 y d ta iled u.utl 
•ircurn ·t(lnlial Irnrrn.tivcs ol' tbe nb miuutiun which they u. 11 to prnclico. 
I doubt not thnt the mnss of cleccnt people would turn 1iw1ly wiUt borror 1111d 

11nutternble di~gnst from such recitnls . Bu~ why shOlllu tltcy '! Why :ihol1ld 
any on rovolt from wlmt is gnn,1 ! Ami ii' the principle of ncltOH \Ld pt. d 
hy the reformed clnmkunls be bla.mc1c,;s :.uu1 usefnl , why mny not 1· formed 
i'akes, ttnt.1 prostitntC'~, &c. &c . adopt the same, in the nbuad1rnce of their 
:teal for good mornls uml their pure philunthropy, and like our "reformed 
inebrin.tes," in~trnct us und our child ren in the mysteries of their iniqni ty, 
tLncl deter us from their vices by spreading the lon.th~ome detail • hef'ore 11s 1 
l firmly 1Jelicve thut it is one of the completest methods to cun·upt irnd de­
hunch munkincl, tlrn.t Sutan )ms ever yet Slll\'gested. And I cannot cea&e to 
wonder thut wise, di screet, and good men clo not see that such a process is 
demoralizing. I proy you, toll urn, wherein onsists the gren.t difference 
between c1rnnkenncss ant! oll other vices, ~hot tho puhlic ttnc1 rninnte cletuH 
of its excesses s!Joulcl prom t.11 g otl m9rnls, \ hilc the same detail of ot.her 
vices woulcl shock every m111d, nutl 11ltiru1Ltely de troy the 1lccencies of l ife? 
I pr:ty you, explain t me distinctly, whelhc:r t.lte conrse pursued by these 
reformed druuk,utl:;, on this point, wonlil not permit n body of corrupt pcr­
::Jons, sn.y swinulcrs, usurers, extortioners, couutcrl'eit.ers, Jewel won1e11, pi­
,-n.tes, 11,un-stcalcrn, c1ebauchccs, and whnt nut, prof< ,d ug· to have lal ly 
,lbamlonccl thoir former manners, to traverse the country, invol<ing tho coun• 
t lllLIICO and uid of all tho people in p1·om tin:;;· puronos!:I uf living, nml 0 11-

fo1•cing their appca.b \Jy 111inute 11urr11,tives of their w11 ha1·1·.ible oxperieno 
iu l ·o! I f you ,;,Ly no, \ 1l me plaiulv so that 1 onu under l1J.nd you, why 
not~ lf you s,iy yes, tell nw plainly whether you nl'O 1·eo.cly tt pr tn(I\ so• 
cictic,; for the ~ll\>iH'cs:;iun ur all tltc;;c \' icc!.i in lhis \l' tLY· Art I'\ hicli, J 
'Nill be proud tu ll:arn \ll'l•,ci8uly , whelhcr il will lie be ·l lO SCJJll.1'11lo, LLU1l 

u 
i!epn mt<l till every shade of vil lu11y lms its uwii sut:L. ••ty • I I J . . ~ , u1 w 1et 1er scvcra 
krn<lrcd vices muy not come under t he authority of oue '>, • • h ' I . , 1gun1znt1on, w 1c 1 

may serve for the suppression of them all , v1ien every v· 1 d f · • ice, or every 
s 10. e o vice shaJJ huve gotten its own society to snpprc•s it cl · L tl • • - , an every 
vu ue n.11_ every object o_f inlere ·t, grell,t or mnll, lmll hnve gotten u. sep­
amto society lo pr mot 1t, then, T snpposo, in tho pcrfor ion of hunmn wis­
d~m, knowl_erlge nud power, we mtty di p n. e with tho only divinely on• 
tituted soc1oly on nrlh, tit hurcb of od, hnving no more _u e for the 

body ns su~h or Lbe divine intluenco which tho viour promised • huu.ld ac­
compouy his people, ns h judged thoy w 111d need t, till the end of time! 

'fhere wu~ oxhihit. d in thl ·ountry II row ye1u-A ngo, 11 very difyin, ox• 
n~ple f lb1 mell,od of r form 1Jy pulJlic reprcsouln.tions, in detoil, of the 
v1 e to be suppressed . Indeed, I rlo not know but that the <!ttrrion cnrca.so 
oftlte Ill bocly still remains. iy nllu ion i to the 11\0l'nl r form, or scv nth 

ommnnilment society, as it usctl t be crtlled, and is still, perbn.ps, if it be 
not defunct. Thi wo.s nl o n l ln.l 1ib Liner1ce society, and like tho~e w 
nre xami.ning, propo e1l to ncouro.ge pureness of I ife nnd manners, ttnd Lo 
p_rom~le rennomen and d licttcy of m.incl, by ei.posing tho secref hi tory ot' 
hcentiousn() I )l'l mcthotl of reform wns to mo.ke p oplo acqutlintccl ci-r• 
cum. tanUnlly with crime· 110t t alhrre, so much by xiii.biting tho b , uty 
of 1rtue as ta doter Ly howi ng the d formit of vico, nncl thnt in it most 
offensi11e nnrl ILideon 1letnil . Fut n time nmny goocl m n u tuinecl it· 
but pro ently it b lllllO clear tho s 111-just who.t nil mi<'lt1 hil\'e know~ 
fro~n U10 fir t-tl,n.t its i.nfluen o WQ.ij tlem r1llizing in a.high d grer, tending 
marn!Y to clcbn.ucli_ u.nd corrupt. lhc p oplo. 1 clo nul say thut tho movement 
wn J_n tn1m nlal 111 no good-it ml).y ltave <lone som thing, ye , mu It, to 
re~n1_m lewd pe.rsons, in pnrtiouh1r in tn.nces. But il wn biu cd upon fo.l e 
pr~llelple , 11.nd 1t h11d lo omo to uoughl. 'l'h rr i o. 11lrlking similitude in 
l111s mo.vement to tl1at, iu me important. feo.t11t·c.'1 of th two· n.ml juclging 
of_th~ future by Uie pnst, nd ob erving It unifi rmity of tho oporu.tic,n of 
pr111ciple , good o.ncl 1.Jo.d w mn.y o. peot thnt this will dnoline o.nd pori b too. 

W will r.e ur, if Y?ll ~leuso, _to o. point l'rom which w have in ·eu. ibly 
w1u1dorcd, viz: tho ohJoctL!)n ugnm t lh e ocl li Q tlerived from the asso• 
cmtions which they fo!:11:~r. Here let 11s vnry tho illustmtion n lihl , nnd 
w : hn.v u.noth r o. peel. o·: tho s ubject, b11rdly lo">s revolting thn.n thnt which 
u11se from the u-oporo.t1on ofthe gros ly immornl. 1 mean tho som n • 
sociu.tion wit_h the profane n.nc1 blu. :phomou . ou will not cl' pule with me 
tha.t 'Popery 1s on of he wor L cnemi • f rnMkind • unfriendly to knowl• 
?dgo, hostile t lib rty, s ubv r ivc f th truer ligion-o.bsolnl Jy so, wh r 
1ts jnfluen e becomes pr 1lominnnt. It is remarkable how error.s touch o.nd 
coiucido . . V:e. ~oe i~ here-it hn.s alre11dy been shown that tho tendency of 
lhosc soc1 ties, rnev.itn.hl from lb lr i:odicnl prin i11l0, is to .invade the sa.­
cro.mt\nt f the supp 1·. Ill som • iJJ tune this rutlo most shocking a.nd 
pr fo,n roi;ult, lui o. tutdly been r ncherl. Popory ~oo, Jui.s hud it rud 
h[lntl npu11 lh . ucr II foo l u ml r bbed it r tho up ! A u.i.n, il a not b 
denied t.hut U1erc js o stroug leutlcn y in m ny mind , :u1 11 m •ted bv lh e G • 
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.o,,.ietle to &llbsiitute lll.oir roformtLtion nnil h1fluenc ~ r r ligi011 • u 
,,_ I ' • • tetS or 

ll)9y'lmv ol.iservod how V I r.eligi ll!t pe(i)ple, 11,utl aom i1mes m1nlS 

t.he,g sp l, in Ui 1r ~en! for the!! societi I o.-pply to Uiem the vrtry terms 
which 0-ge • hiive n,pproprin,LCd to the olt~rch, it _labor nnd ucc • -thus 
we 1)11,\• Lh~ir brmus 111eil' revl\lnls, the1r_co11vers.1ons, ~ ,o,. ~~w \vords iu:e 
but tho signs of idcRS, uni! lhis ])Orhn.p , mo.1lv rteut, ,wd ·lnm1llo.r a.ppropn• 
ntion of lho very phraseology whicl\ pious, n11y, univ t uso.~e hu con.se• 
crnteu to l liglon, goes tilt t;o sl1ow tlmt Gm t o. tendency m Lhe e peo-

le's mincls to 811cb u. su'usti111tton. Now we ·ho.ve o.lru1.ulyi- eer1 wlmt every 
~new II know , lho.t among the princ.ipnl n.nd mo t vital errors r ~op ry 
· b lllntio,1 drmio.1 D virtntLl r d tiou of tho.t fun,ln.mentn l <lOCLnne of 1snsu , !' .,, , .,. • ,. ii •11 
U,e go1111eJ, whfolt tu! ch~i~t~11 ns ling to its or !~1·0, ?~J1tiu_01.1.t iq1, 1.1Y !Iii 1, 

not work , w ·o ho.ve eon ho,y promptJy o. Ronusb priest 1n our ow~ Stu~e 
hc.s II ized tbis point. how o.c11-t ly he has incorporated his heresy with h'l 
pledge, 1\1\d cotto1nr1te~ to b1aii.11u1,te t.hia mi_~ r11b:e n.nd ruinous dogmo. of P~­
P ry iuto the mind of men, 1.mder the g\Jlsa of temperunce. Anil who.t is 

fu.r more urpri ing nnd mournful , we have II n bow prote urn nro_ no 
o.shll.tntltl t.CI ou,nteo(tllC0 nua (la.rend llinl in it! Not tho.l they nt pu..1usts, 
not (.lint Oley nre b ret~cs, but s.im1>ly hecauao they n1·0 l ot.otrd ar~ i lrnd fop 
the rudied and fol •e princii,Je of tbn.t elas , o.11 elso mu l be s1101·1ficod, trnd 
mini11tor~ ,: the glorious go pel of the grace of od join l~nndt1 wilh _Romo. I 

I might g on tn )low how Rome and this f°'1se doct1·1,11e n.gi-eo Ht their 
eoit'tompL of the ' bb th, 1U1 e. divin i:J1 Lilution. Th elf- tylod •tam• 
pern.nce" lecturorii, im>o.1Ur1g ~be snnctu(lry on tJ1e Lord s dn.y, o.nd farlhor 
proln.nhig se.o)'ed tll'no and plt1ces, \Jy tei1.oiii11g for dbctl•l~es hti cornmnncl­
menlll of n~en, tho oppo ito too preci ely, of tllo word ol G·od, Now for 
tllyself, I do not feel inclined to unile with Fn.lher J rboe in entuc.ky, ~ 
tao.ell mon tha.t olnl 11\Jl:!ll!'ltia ls ~uligi,o~; no1· wiU1 ~n.th~r Mu.t:he\~ m 
Jrolund to promote aJI 111nnncr of aup rsltU0n-'CJ!l<I0Ul'nG'mg mm n s minds 
the boli f of hi power 10 work mirocle:s, wl1ile ho is x_lrn.c_ting _from ~lOU 

l'fl~n y, by mi ll ions of pound st •rling, to be expended rn his pm•tLt~ o.:im i 
o.r wha.t is for wo~ae, in fo.stonil1g iopcl'y on 11111J1ki111l-'e1·ectlug vnt!J t_ho 
proceeds, f'or e.:·umple, 1Lt ork 11. ba.pel fo~ false r1nd itl~lat'.ous _war lup, 
nt n, co~l of ighty tho11so.ncl poun1lt<, mbodyrng mcnnwbiJ~ 111 il11s 011gtJn• 

ized society, i· • b Jde:ntH!cil 1Jy br.i,1lger;1 metlul~, &c,. IL physicr:Ll _force of 11~­

c unl ii numlier!J, Jed on by sup-or lillolls T veronce for tWs Jlrti!st: wl'.o 1 

gifted, in their ,•iew, with up rn11. urn.1 power~1m crupulot1s, ltmaltcnl, 
tgnoro.1,t, nu~ i-1.m.lly Ul 'roiim.i1 a.t t!10 w();t'~ of then l~o.d 1·, for imy ~esp _ra.L 
o.tlonipL nt.-rovolotion. lhe.l it 1s ertn.in ha.t Ll1c rniluance_ or tlus prJe~t. 
throu I the mo11ernent in J.rel&nd i.s to Tcdound to the xt o 1011 Md permn­
nenc)' jn ~ho.t cO iHltey ur e,01' llrn worst form~ ~f i1per~titiou o~ eo.r,lh '. 
,uul Jt- is in t.Le Jtigl ool tlogi:eo prol:inble., thnt ultertor rneo.surcs of nnothe1 
ll p t altogetl1er, are to grow out of it in ivil nffo.ir ·, Lot e. Oto6:11 tJ.lh· 
olic Fr~ 11t ~.ctiuire n. complete snp :r ·titioua a eeniloncy ver the m111d . of 
m1111iol'l!I of igi1oro.nt 11lon, uml hold ru l'ii:s ha.nd nriUion~ Of ~oile>'.1. wluoh 
Uwy hn.ve la.vi. h cl ou 11i1n t\nd-J do not s~y 1ml t110 •ountry I a.t bis mer-

y-but r say humanly. p al<lng, tli •ounLry i II L of ; th r, of' kuowl• 
odg •, liberty, 1.Lnd religion1 nro now nrm d 1\lith imm u>;o .., w l 

) t . t il f\Jl ' ,\ I ' -UIU fl )\ 
OLLll o.y w m ' in 13·110 w J b 1:1uccess ly iuvru'.I II by such power. 1% to 
lot all else p, s, itfa enough l djsc.redit him nntl hi worl1 vill i -~ ti , 1 

'\l • "'"• Ut" le w1 ~pend tJ1 l'llornmg hou:2 of t~e holy &bbslh, litrn who) of , Iii h Cfpd 

J1~ set a.pn~ for 'the wots.bLp ,of lllll Jltll 10, 1111d the pHl!i.Ohh1g 011d $ I.oily d( 

b1s trath-llJO morning hours ]10 will pend in adniiru toting bi 11 1111 t li~ 
tious pledi , n.nd th u enco11rn_go tbe people lo dnuce away the h!llnnce 
n.mush1g tJiome;elv,es ,Wit.fl musicnl \Ju.nrll'.!j processions, &c. • Como 0 11.11 of 
hor my peopl , snitll tho Lotd." And by Uris tii11c, 1LIJ mou uught to Ju,ow 
that be pollutes and di para.g c,•ery U1ing I.ho.I. he touch~ . 

Finally, out of nnme1·01lo, oonsiderations that yot remr.Litt, 1 mention u. e.in­
gle one. , tu.shin_gto:ninn 01· total n.bstincnu& socl tiOli, ll!IUl\lly , if noi 11111• 

vorsnlly, embody in lh pledge no oblige.tlon what v r, b yoml 1ho morl! p r· 
sono.1 disuse of inloxic11ting dr,inks; tl1oro i no tdnsiou o(' influc11 o be­
yQiul one'a Jl()rsona.l exutu.ple 011 this puill , hnp'lled in the 1Jlodgo. ' Jtu.t l 
lo o.y, one 1110.y be on nccepte<l member of U1e llSSOCin.tion wLo d \' rv 
Ut.ing in hj power to do troy oth11r mer1 by nleohol ,·cept 10 • IIQ.r U101r1 t11~ 
oirn,rnµJe,of dr.!_nking it him rn 'l'he n10 t aJilcim1t oml soul -rlo. troylng ,um 
sellot in ull th l11.11d mny be 11 blnn1el s Wnshingtollill-u, l bit It i.O ivl' 
him such o. nn.mo. You lmd bolter onll )1im nfter A1·r1old. Behold lhe , rotch1 
Wl'l.ngJng tho lost 1:1hUilug 'from tbe clJiltlr u who111 !1c I.in heoonro,l, hy 
mo.king U1e lh01er a aot rllld soauiug tho motlier to tl1e gru.ve with n. 1.irolw11 
heo.rl-the Jn i shilling tl11tt cbnrlty bas bcato,1·eJ ho fllcb fron, these ton­
ing cllild ren, h> give Llrn futh r rum; but I coping birnsclf ~olior to ntlu b -
ter meu, hi') mny to.k L110 pledgo, v.ml :;l!Lt1il unimpo1,obeu tL member or tho 
socioLy ! Now bere is au in titution etting out to ift>nn ll1e tr.<>rld lt, //ii$ 
partiou/ar-1wtl yet it permits its members Lo tt1,Hia in eve:ry po:1siblo Im.pc, 
n11t1 to I.be g~ettt' t possjbl> elcliant, ifl nn tn•tlole wllwl1 is so J•uh1ous th1it 11u 
member may w.ste jt himi;elf! It is too bnd for o.ny m mbor to use it in J1is 
own person but every one of I.born mny do nil else in hi· powor to kill other 
people ,with lt ! I bum!J)y cop,cuive it to be !\ gJ·ai1t u.ncl mnnlfos~ dli1c)'El~IL 
10 tbc body, w!Jicli i1:1 orgJJ,nizecl lln such 11 • •heme of 1 crsonnl iuflueuc . It 
wuuld eem to be the sim1ilc t , ugge Lion of re11Son nod con cienc , tlJtLL 
one mny not use nny in llucnco over 1molher to do thnt wJ1ioh jg winked i11 

him, o.nd by J11!:1 moclo of_judgi.ug, is ttlsO wicl1od i11 th otbot. We ht.Ill eeu 
tho.L I.he starling point f Uiis nterprfae i the univcrl!al moral obHgrttioo of 
tot(ll nbstineuco. 0 11 llu principle, well settJea lJJ thoir mind the O peo­
ple combine to MCOtnp.lisb 1111 univer ~l 1:ev11.lution 110.ong men 011 tho snhjecL 
of intemperllilce in drink· n.nd they begin tbei:r work by deliberately rigree­
ing to indulge cnch oth tin the widfll;l possibla. Ji. OI\.IIC to destr y nll ollrot• 
peOJlle wit,fa tl~e JJOtsr;i11 wh.ich tliey, t1gtee to rc-r ouuu lre~s Jv .'I. nu ,illy 
thing be_more perfeody u.t wur with their first pri.ucipfo, Uuu Lhis their s11-
cond 1 n lhe s.uppt>sition thnt il is or:igino.Jly ll.lld nbsolutely, or thnl hr 
forao of uircumstnnce9, (which 11mounts iu the end 1:o the s11.m 1l1ing) it h 
b1:1emlle tJ. mom! irnproprieLy-lhat !s, with nil who hnve any notion of. in-



,{t 

a. iii to drink any lhmg whi.cb ctul iutoxfo11t (ru11.l this is tho germ of a.Ii 
th principle sot lbl'lh by these societies,) who.t is to be tho11ghl of their 
sUJ.ndard of moro.lily, when they orgo,nize upon the distinct nllowOJJce to 
ove:ry member, of t)1e ondist11rbed right to induce as many as he can, to comJ 
tni t this sin 1 o 'iety cout mplating (formed to promote) a moral re­
form, us to dronlc nneS1:1, ready to rareivc into his bosom, n11 manufacturers 
M)d vendors of liqnor , nll keeper$ bf coffee houses and grog shops, with no 

bn.nge·or pri.uoiple or con1luct, so tha~ they orlly do not drink in person! 
There seem to m n futuity about it wliich stn111p the L)ut1g with fol.ly; or 
else o. gros ·ness of i mmortility nnd ~consi tency ,vith iti; own 1ending prin­
ciple, w!Jlch 'fixes upon it 11, stigma ·till more seriou llllil objeeli'onnble, tl.Jld 
perfectly onclusivo ng1ii.n t it.s clnims to our support. 

n is jmpossible for me to bo lgnor[Ult of lhe imperfee execution of lhe 
work wHlcl~ now clo e. I will, however, !Jc nllowed to say, il10.t this 11~­

gument h11s beon prepn,Tell under oircum tsnces extremely unfavorable to a 
l nr o.rftl f!tll discu!IBion of . u h grove qu tions, viz: in a space of time 

too short to do justice to the subject unless it hall fallen into far nbler hnnds­
and in the midst, moreover, of many imporhtnt, pre ing u.nd indispensnblo 
hLbors. I lrn.ve supposed thn.t there WQ.$1\ n.11 fo; I\ calm n.n/1 faithful e. am­
inn.tion of this whole subject, and I hnve doue whal 1 could. '£he God or 
truth will make it subserve His wise n.nd holy pUl'poses. ommonding the 

1nterests involved to Him, I have clone. , 
I close as I began, with IL sincere expression of the conficlenco, respect, 

aud christian love, with which I am your fellow-laborer in the gospel of the 

grace of Gml. W. L. BRECKINRIDGE. 

Lou1riVILLE, Sm•1·. ii, 11:342. 
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