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G HE Editor begs leave to inform the Publie, thas
feveral gentlemen of letters and merit, who were
Prefent on the occafion of this Difcourfe, were of opi-
nion, that the publication of 18 would tend to enliven
end diffufe the [pirit of improvement in Pfabmody.
Under this view, the Author has confented, at their
snflance, to commit it to the prefs. If, upon experi-
menty it fhall be found to anfwer their expeiiations,
$hey will have the fatisfaction of having fo far con-
briouted to the interefts of wirtue and religion.

He alfo thinks proper to add, that the improve-
ments, made by thofe, who took a part in the pers
jormances of that day, are highly encouraging ta
all, who may defire to cultivate the fame pleafiny
and profitable art. The performers, though under
she tuition of the fame mafler, were collecled from
2hat, and feveral neighbouring religious Jocietics; they

bad been but three morths, and that, in [eparite
Jehools, under bis infiruction ; and had not, before
that iime, met together for conjunct practice in ihe
paris which they fang : Yet, under all thefe unfa-
wourable circum/ftances, tbey acquitied themfelves te

the high approbation of the auditors.——On 1his
bead hetakes the liberty to fubjoin the fallowmg ex
gmc"r' of 4 letter, with which he has been favouch

S was written by a lady of fudgment and tafte in
, ﬂ.f well as qf confideration on otber accounis,
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| y ’ \ 1Y, wwas maintained I/Jr.f;;i,cj;;,;;r/;f the ey foeniin Ore
Laor not feen the account, which 1 had given our | ‘ . Olunder, however, I knou not from wh cf:':z.s;‘* e
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it furpafed my moft fanguine expeclaiions. Had you their monitor, with fo much addrefs, tf:mf: in the
ffr‘;”ﬁé’ @r our Party, as propo ed, 1 ani j’)ﬂ:ﬁm:dé'd, that, event, it did them not g little honour, 1’1&'{»:5 not [en-
independently of the felicity yon wld bave enjoyed | JSible of its having produced the leaf? confufion. T he
7 ;j;?_- read, and in *“ the feaft of réafon, and the r[ aunditors, as I was informed, confifed of between ele.
Fow of foul” @f e the evening before, : | ven and iwelve hundred perfons. T hey were appa-
you soould have been bighly gratified, both with the 1 » rently attentive to the preacher, and delighted .1w£:b
Difcourfey and the mufical entériainmenty which jfol- %) the mufic.  For myfelf, I can Jay with truth, T way
lrwed.  For the latter, we bad about two hundred never mere pleafed with any public entertainment tharw
and fifly fingers ; who were arranged in the 02‘&’6"?" will) the concert in Nefhaming, T, yoty this relation
of ihe art, on the front floor of the gallery.  They *i may [feem flramge, and, perhaps, exaggerated ; bu
were ally, I may fay, well dreffed ; that isy in rurul | Jerange as it may feem, it is true; and it is irue, with-
Jfomplicity and elegance. Muany of the girls were, real~ | oul the leaft exaggeration. Ton gre 1, remember, that
{1y, very handfome. This ciecunflance, added to the 9 the little knowledge you had of thofe people, was pri-
Sweetnefs and harmony of their woices, and the fweet _‘ or 10 3he civil revolution ; and to the many liberal im-
er harmony and innocence of, what may be called, the provements i religious, as well as civil Jociety, which
toute enfemble of their appearance, muft have in- , have been made fince that 1ime. el was likewife long
Jbired you with a very charming Jentiment,  They all, : b:e'fore oy | bad met with a Spicer to inflruct e e
indecd, feemed 1o be well taught ond pradlifed in the | il them. in the arts of mufical dewotion.”

vunes, and different forms of muficy which they fang;
and many of their voices were vemarkably ﬁne The
T/e'waj(al parts of counter, treble, ienﬂr, and bafs were
Jo gudicionfly adjufied and proportioned, and the time
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CoL. ut. 16. Let the word of Chrifp dwell in your
richly in all wifdom; teaching and admonilbing one
anothsr in pfalms and bymns and [piritual fongs,
finging with grace in your hearts to the Lord.

HE inftitutions of religion, and the docu-

ments of found philofophy, are ever confiftent
with each other. They are grounded indeed in the
fame original principles. And the farther we trace
them into thefe fources, the more clearly we ditcern
their reafon and propriety; their toundation in na-
ture, and {ubferviency to virtue and felicity. This
obfervation is moft evidently applicable to the
fubje&t, prefented to our view, in the paffage be«
fore us: The chriftian profeffor hath here an apof-
tolic direftion to cultivate divine knowledge and
{entiment by the ufe of facred and well adapted
fong: To fing pfalms and hymns and {pirituat
fongs, that, by means of the inftruftion and ads
monition they thus convey, the word of Chrift
- may dwell in him richly in all wifdom.

We propofe briefly to enquire into the princie
ples, in which this dire®ion is founded; andy
then into the tendency which a due comphance
with this dire&ion might have to produce the ef-
fels alcribed to it by the apoftle. The refult m;y
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accomplithed his d@ﬁgn in the formation of man,
he is reprefented as taking a cencral furvey of his
works, and pronouncing them all very good. Each
part was finithed with {fuch {kill and exa&nefs, and
fo adjufted in refpelt of the whole, as to anfwer at
once its general ufe and particular deftination; and
the whole was fo completed, in refpeét of its parts,
and of its ultimate end, as to compofe one entire
and perfect {yltem; in its various order and pro-
cefs correiponding with the intentions of infinite
wildom and goodnefs. Man, in particular, God’s
chief workmanthip; and in reference to whom all
other things were made, was fo framed, by the
compofition of twe naturés, as that, while in the
one, he ftoed conneted with this lower material
creation, in the other, he held communion with &

hicher order of moral and intelligent exiftence.

And fo admirably were thefe feemingly oppofite '
natures united, and fuch was the conitituted des

pendence of the one upon the other, that the
proper funétions of either were requifite alike to
the welfare of both. And both, thus united, and
thus dependent, were again united with, and de-

pendent on, the order and influence of the {yftem

‘around, and the fyftem above them. From hence

~refulteth
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to our iminds through the intervention of

bodily fenfes. Their impreflions through thefe

mediums, are different, according to the diffe=

rent properties and affeCtions of the external ob-

ieCt. And cach impreflion, either layeth a foun-

darlon for, or {lome how contributeth to, an an.
{fwerable moral affe©ion in the intell igent nature.

To fpeak more particulariy to the prefent purs

pofe: We are all very fenfible of the communica-

tion of external found through the organs of hear-
ing. And not only of 1its different tones, as the
high and the low, the clear, the foft, the fhrill,
and the harfh; but likewife of certain more in-
ward effets, which we ufually defignate by the
ePIthets {weet, or {oothing, melung, or elevat-

, jarring, or difgufting. Of thefe effelts we.
are {’ull more fenfible, where the found proceed-
cth from fimple melody to harmony. And more
fenfible ftill, where the harmony is marked with
an unity in the deficn and execution: that 1s,
where the whole combination, how various foever,
carries with it fuch an uniform complexion of
found, as conduceth to fome one principal, and

charaQeriftical effe®. In this cale, tRe, pOWeIS of
{fenfibilit tYs
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10 A Difcourfe on Lfalmody.

fenfibility, co-operating with the forces of the y,_
ried found at one capital point, the eflelt at thay
point, will be as the united a&ion of the whole.
It is, therefore, that in this, the highelt felicity of
the compofer in mufic confifteth; 1 mean, 1n af.
{ociating in one tune, anthem, or other perform.
ance, {uch a diverfity of notes of uniform quality,
as that the whole, in 1its proper expreflion, f{hall
conftitute one diltin& piece of conftruéted harmos
ny; prefenting, amidft all 1ts varieties, one conti-
nued peculiar and congenial form, and contribut.
ing to one principal correfponding impreflion. If;
for initance, the harmony defigned fhould be of
the grave or mournful, of the gay, or the tender,
or the bold complexion, the work will be com-
poled of tones, various indeed in the {cale of pro-
greflive found, yet, withal, of a fimilar charac-
ter, anfwerable to the one diftin point in defign,
and co-operating into the one diltiné&t eflet more
elpecially intended.

On the whole, we find in our nature a princi-
ple, by which we have become fufceptive of feel-
ings correlponding with the forms of found tranf
mitted through the organs of hearing. But, were
this all; were we liable to impreffions only of this

kind, and terminating here, mufic would be, come
Paf‘ati%l)’, of little avail even to our prefent wells
being. At leaft, its effe@ts would be indifferent
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if its power extended not beyond the prodution
of certain {enfations entirely feparate, in point of
influence, from our proper fentiments and con-

dut as moral intelligences. But, hitherto, we
have only {tep’d, as it were, on nature’s threfhold,
Let us praceed; and let us furvey a little, her
yet more inward works, They are alike expofed
e obfervation and experience.

We are not only fo conftituted as to receive
the afore-mentioned impreflions of harmony; but

it hath alfo pleafed our Maker to eftablith an in-
timate connetion between founds, thus imprefled,
and the fentiments of the heart. Upon an accure

ate examination of our own feelings, we may dif-
cern an admirable fimilarity between thofe eftelts
of mere found, and thofe, of which we are {enfible
on occafion of emotions of the heart, originating in
the conception of affefting obje&s. The fenfations
produced by the tender, plaintive, and melting
ftrains, fcem, as mere feclings, to be of the fame

kind with thofe, which we perceive in the attec-
tions of fympathy, forrow, and what we call 2

pleafing melancholy. Thofe produced by the more
At lively
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g . 1 thole (ff; &ted by the fentiments of joy
;:;*”, H‘ OYf ni"ha_ 7 (T‘?\I‘l“ii':lzﬂﬁ 1‘;35"3:1(}11. Afld 1}10‘&1‘,
w. ."15L ,.‘ })I'UCE‘L‘J from the folc r‘nn ::z.nd the g“_l:vc; 1‘1'1,
dicate a hature, (imilar to the lmprcﬂioﬂ.b 0- \'c-
neration and awe. " Now, in this fimilarity 1t 1s,
;‘ -+ the foundation 1s 1aid in our nature for the

moral operation of external harmony. EKEGI‘I?Eﬂ
}1;-“:1:1?':;* prepates the mind, by this means, ior
the aa :Tion of moral obje&ts, and for due atten-
¢ion to them, when admitted. For, it forms us
:oto the fame kind of inward irame, and pi?ccs
us. T may fay, in thatfame kind or pofture, 1nto
V,.'F;fch Wé Nould have been brought by the moral
aTedtion itfelf, had it previoully arifen.. It ﬁrﬁ
emoves the impediment, which, in a different or

contrary poﬁure,"might have opera*ied againft t}.le
admiflion ; and then, by 2 dirett miﬁ’luence, dif-
pofeth the miad to advert to fucl L jelts, as are
moft confonant with the prefent impreflion. 1t

prefenteth them to he view, nay, in fome cafes,

even obtrudeth them in their moft affe§ting atti-

tudes and lights. The conlequence is,l that, that
fecling, which, in its firft appearance; Was merely
the r&ult of the mufical impulfes, hath now be-
come a real, effe@ive, and profitabie fentiments
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Orpheus, by the charms of aflociated melody, fo
foftened the tempers of hi ’
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A Difcourfe on Plalmady. 1c

o

nature, 1n its iR e A st vaka it :
{ re, 1 > IJ]'L,.[~,IIT (h,lzi]..-rj._”,_ At ”f:f”? 22, in 2 ve-

Iy great Hl’.’.’!él{urﬂ, to preciude thele acreeq le Ap-

pearancca, rl‘h(.’: Ei.tl{.l !’rf verpal i.z,.,'[i ruchiomn hath e
come, 1n general, requifite to render the impulfes
of mufic effe€tual; or rather, to give their tmprefs
fions, when made, a proper and fuccefsful :I":ora,l
direCtion,

On this obfervation we ground the propriety
and expediency of blending the vibratiens of found
found to the fenfe exprefled, as that both fhail
confpire to the production of the fame cood moral
eftet. Where this coalition doth not take place,
the mind, under the fimple infpiration of the mu-
fic, 1s often, in the firlt inflance, in a critical firu-
ation ; prompt, though yet undecided, to embrace,
either a vicious, or a virtuous fentiment. In the
crifis, the corrupt principle may take the ftart,
and prevail; and, that prevailing, the otherwife
{alutary impulles will have been converted into
banetul incentives to impurity and diforder. But,

in the other cale, the mind is {eafonably pre-occu-
ped : Virtuous notices are Interwoven, and infi-
Ruate themfelves, with the tones of the melody ite
felty and the impreffion, thus informed, appears
at once with the features of a virtuous emotion.
Virtuous emotions, thus produced, are, at times,
in no fmall degree, practical and efficient. The
knowledge
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knowledoe ef the mind, and the patlion of

?
frame, entering into, and 1":;:(:iprc)c:1ily aﬂing :::
re-alting upon ecach mhcr, exalt the foul 1nto aly
unufual, yet enlightened and generous, extafy
and propel it to deeds of virtue and piety bC‘ijn(;
the ordinary reach of principle devoid of this aid,
What curles, my fiiends, may not relt on the
head of him, who firft proftituted the charms of
maufic to the foul embraces of vice! And who, iy
profanation of her facred appointments, pre-
fumec to drefs with her blandifhments the lan.
guage of lulcious impurity! The Author of our be-
ing endowed her with all her graces and powers,
that {fhe might ferve as an ufeful and elegant
handmaid to virtue and devotion. He s guilty
of the worft of facrilege, who hath wrefted her
from her hallowed fervice, and transferred her

potent f~feinations to the fong of ribaldr}'r, p’rofage-
nefs and luft.—But, peace; and unfitdmg honors
he memory of thofe, who, in the caufe
heaven, have either adapted

uage and meafures of

of harmony already
d their talents n

crown
of moral order and
Jivine materials, in the 1ang

the mule, to compofitions

A Difcourfe on Pfalmody. L7

This leads me to confider, as promifed, how
the ,fl'tlging of pfalms and hymns and fpiritual
fongﬂ conduceth to the eflects afcribed to it in
the text: that 1s, how 1t ferveth as a means, by
which the word ot Chrilt may dwell in us richly
in all wifdom. DBut here it will be needful to
premife.

In the firlt place: That, by plalms and hymns
and {piritual fongs, we are to underitand any fa-
cred poetical compofitions: either thofe, which
are ufually called the Pfalms of David, in ver-
fions fuited to the ftate of Chriftgan information
and worfhip ; or hymns and fongs pataphraftic of,
or grounded on, fome paflage of holy revelation;

~or, at leaft, conformable in their general fenfe

and fpirit, to that revelation. It 1s evident, that,
in the primitive age of Chiltianity, the church did
enjoy this extenfive privilege; and that, they were
furnithed, for the purpofe, with materials of thefe
feveral denominations by the infpiration of that
fame Spirit, which aflifted the preachars of the
word. To the like privilege, we humbly con-
ceive, that, the church is yet entitted. St. Paul,
it 1s true, 1n his firt Epiftle to the Corinthians,

remonftrates againft the diforderly ufe of it. But,

neither its abufe in that inftance, nor the ceflation
- of the miraculous influence, by which it was fa-

voured, is of any weight againft eur claim; 1
' (A% mean
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mean, provided we continue to ufe 1t with decen.
| ally |- |

cy and in order. The argument, thus applied,
u:ould savolve an inference much too extenfive.

A Difcourfe on P/}u’mr;’y.

grace, 1n colour, form, o mMovement,
when our knowledge is informed
aftection of the heart, that i1, word of Chrig

; _ e ©owvie OF whrie
dwelleth richly in us. The more due.s

: : e . 1eeply 1t is tinc-

tured with this fpirit of life, the richer. and
: : Thiwly 4l MMore
effective ithath becomemeIt hath taken rootin a t
| Bt 1 |

er {oil; 1t hath imbibed more copious and nutriticy
aliment; its oltenfible branches are mor .
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it would 1,**-16&1;], as any mtelhgent and candid reéaw /1th anfwerahle

der of the paflage may fee, with equal force and
propriety againft doctrine, and the 1nterpretation
of an unknown tongue. Befides, as 1t was with o
1C =

¢hem, fo with us, the received revelation 1s both
. P c
the fubje®, and acknowledged ftandard of this

h
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fpecies of pfalmody ; and whatever, 1n preaching - and graceful; and its fruit more abund:n;;i:?:.
or in fong, accordeth not with that itandard, is : fﬂtai’y.- Thus informed, moreover, it dwelloth
effeGtually repudiated in the public opinion. = usﬂ = proportionable wifdom. It is then only,
And in the fecond place: That, by the dwelling ~ ' that,'in th? lenfe of piety and fcripture, it becom.
of the word of Chrift in us richly in all wifdlom, eth true wildom. The fubje@s of morality and
we are not to underltand barely the agq_uiﬁtion-,, ' ;'?llglon b not. Obje&s of mere intclligence. D1
or retention, of what, for the fake of diftinction, VL be.auty, with utility and dignity combined,
is called, fpeculative knowledge in the doltrines, ' are their common and effential properties. In 3

gl g _ | word, the biet
and precepts of Chriftianity, The language of the tion;’ andfl?lz Zﬂlzflze:fo?fgs a.sfw;ll }3;5 fpecula.
anoftle feems to imply, that the Colofhans had al- not be truly knownﬁ while]the £ T Biiie
ready acquired, at leaft, a competent fhare of 'fuch e Gt rcal’pcreeptioﬁyo;r: bllott tf;:};&e:
kpowledge. Such knowledge, though requilite, , PR T ey v autiful ob.
et, {tanding alone in the mind, 1s jejune and un. x_ JEE Hceetiarlly umplies a complacency init. And
s - d' IR _ | true wildom confifteth in the love of goodnefs,,
profitable. It may be compared to nfipid 1mpoves CTRESOE T ey ,
rithed liquors, devoid of that {pirit and poignan- ceptiah ‘of the besutv.of the};nc 5 défotrfl?:‘
¢y, which is needful to the pleafure of the taltey R e o A
or the exhiliration of the frame; or to a {keleton Hoiia .remi s o | SRR e
¢ A 1111 | | _ 11%
of the human body, without flefh or fluid, nerves Pl tog ﬂlx)cw N ﬁngi’ng ahohais L
or animation; and | . - - < ’
, oY seltiiie of beaiiand Rymns and fpiritual fongs comtributeth to the ef-
grace, -
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fe&t propofed. The materials of thele compofi.
ions have an immedate relation to moral and relj.
gious objects: | hey exhibit thofe objects, not bare.
{v as they ftand in the eye of Ipe¢ulation, but in
rili?il" moﬁ* interefting attitudes, and in their mof}
attradtive and commanding attire. They are therg
prefented in the ocutward letter; in {fome mealure,
as they live and move in the inward fentiments or
knowledge of the heart. To the heart and the
underitanding they are, at once, addrefled ; and
fometimes in forms fo infinvating, and, withai,
fo animated and glowing, as, on tae firft atten-
tion, to create In the mind a heavenly {weetnefs
and ardor, and rekindle the fpirit of auty and de-
votion. But, when aflociated with the powers of
well-modulated found, adapted to the features of
piety and pathos, which they bear, it 1s then tha,
‘he effe@ is exalted into its higheft charalter and
force. That man, my friends, muit be pofiefled
of 2 nature uncouth and infenfible indeed, who,
in this cafe, can remain unmoved ; oF whofe heart
is not touched at leaft with fome heavenly {enti-
ment. It is hard to fuppofe, that the impulfes of
harmony, in concert with thofe of the 'word,ﬂlo\.}]‘d
not, where moral obduracy hath not become 1.n-,-
veterate, ftamp an impreflion, marked at once Wlthﬁ
the perceptions and feelings of piety. INay, t©
fuch-a degree have thefe impreflions {fometimes 2<

V| Dfﬁomjﬁ on Pfalmody.
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rifen, as to ilue in a kind of celeftial rapture,

in
confequence, the word hath gained

A deeper hold
of the heart, and afflumed a more upiform fway in
. A

the charater and praétice.

Such is the expediency, and fuch the impores
ance, of a due compliance with the duty preferl‘a_
ed by the apoltle. 1f, my Chriltian hearers, you
would become rich in Chriftian knowledoe and
wifdom ; if you would improve in faith :n_d de—-
votion; 1n charity, meeknefs, and hope; in pa-
tience and refignation ; in fortitude and felf-depi.
al ; or 1n any other virtue of your hely profeflion;
you may meet with them in fuch compofitions moft
effeCtingly and inftru€ively explained and infore.
ed ; and, by uniting the melody of the voice with the
charms of the facred fong, your hearts, with the

blefling of heaven, may be ieafonably informed,
and furnifhed, and prompted to your wifh.

~ Under thefe views, it appears, that the an
hath, with good rcafon, Prpep:reij,ented Elee 1;2311:
prefcribed, as means of inftruétion and admoni.
tion : teaching and admonifbing ene anoiber in pfalms
and bymns and [piritual fongs. The materials of
thele produdtions, being, as hath been obferved,
by the aids of mufic brought down, as it were,
ifrom the underftanding and memory into the
neart, and there becoming objetts of real know-
ledge, in fenfible and operative pofleflion, do now
3 appear
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in fome adequate mealure, as f_hey

&

and defirable, as well as evident and reals They ap-

;.7}-7}j(“2 r QO us,

are in themfelves. They appear all-intereftin

pear. indeed, as matters of recent, as well as high
information; in nature and form quite differeng
from what they were before, whillt they occu-
pied only the comparatively fruitlefs regions of
intelligence. In like manner, when the truths
and precepts of Chriftianity are thus addrefled,
we are aflectingly admoniihed of the {pirit and
duties, which they import. We are excited tq
to penitent refleCtion on our paft mifconduét;
and amimated to freth refolution and ardor in
the courfes of wildom. ' L "

But, that thefe ends may be more effeCtually
accomplithed, it behoveth us to be mindful, that,
the means fhould be accompanied and feafoned
with grace in the beart 20 the Lerd. In this paré
ticular I have already, in part, anticipated myfelf.
It is, when the moral {enfe within, which, as a
fruit and emotion of grace, hath refpett to the

Lord; aniwereth to the harmonious addrefles of
art and nature without, that the means are render-

ed molt certainly and fenfibly fuccefsful. To this
point, therefore, our aims thould, on all occafions,
be directed. Otherwife, we fhall have profited but
little, how much foever we have been charmed
with the voice or the fkill of the perfomer. 1
Al

2

may, Poﬂlbl)’) PTC" on the minds ot ff.m)fft-, Wt

i1

who therefore are inclined to luppofe that

n

A Difcourfe on Plalmody,
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nlling, however, to obviate o 1:a
m Wl”l 5 2 9 ) ODViate 2 d;fﬁrjuhy, 'Wh‘li",h
~ 8 ! - | HO cons
der themfelves as yet devoid of that principle; ana
thcy are

i 5 din th€ rlﬂ':nd lic &l eor) 1y 1
ot include apoitoiic prefcription. (xrace,

my friends, or the fentiment of goodnefs in dege-

nerate man, 1t 1s true, is moflt 'frequentljf intend-

ed to defignate a governing and permanent habit.
Yet where, as in many, 1t doth not thus exift, it
may, neverthelels, exift in fome form or other

5

very good thought, every gocd difpofition of the

heart, though through the influence of generally
predominant evil, it be incomplete in degree, and
precarious 1n operation, 18, notwithftanding, the
gift of that free favour, which bringeth falvation,
and hath appeared unto all men. By means of the
word and 1inftitutions of religion, thefe common
good principles may at length be improved and
exalted, into a {tate of fpirituaﬁfy and peérmanent

power.

Sacred mufic, accompanied with the

wordy 1n the drefs of fentiment and long, is one
of thofe inftituti 18 1nftitut] _
nititutions. This inftitution ought, there-

fore, by no means, to be negleCted by any, who

c-1thelj poflefs a voice to perform themfelves, or an
carfto xadm'tt,. or heart to be imprefled by, the
mutic of otherg. Whatever be the good emotions

o

excited and '
xcited, and however more or lefs fenfible their

egree, {till, they are the emotions of grace, for
which

r
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men, = Who ¢an tell, when; in

that
orace fhall ‘nvolve 1n nce the whole fyf-

em of vour meral affe(tions: or, 1n other words,

the Saviour of |
the courfe of this inftrumental attention,
its 1nflue
when it thall iffue in a characteriltic and abiding
principle of heavenly life! a principle, which, like
fome fair and generous production, (hall grow
and thrive beneath the fimiles and culture of hea-
ven, till competently improved, and fealonably
transferred, it {pring afrefh, and flourifh immar_
ceffible in the climes of paradile above.

But, my (riends, though the jubjett be pleal-

inc, we muit not be tedious.

U

We have endea-
voured to evolve fome of the principles, and to
explain the expediency of the apoitle’s ditection.
A PRt compliance 1s incumbent on us, as we

would improve in Chriftian knewledge and good=
neis. with much fatisfaction, that
I mention the refpe, which hath been paid to it of
late in this place; and, efneczally, the advances,

which have been made by fo many in the arts of
facred mufic,

I: 1s, however,

Your attentions, we doubt not,
will be amply rewarded. We rejoice, alfo, in
the like improvements, which have elfewhere bee™
made. Many Chriftian families, in confequence,
have become vocal with the praifes of the Deity,
and harmonized in the interefts of piety and hea-
| | ' ven.

' 1 J

A Difeourfe on Plalmods
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dullﬂefs,, or J:ermg Wi,th }_mrﬂ: difcord, as before,

now refound with vibrations of well-ordered, and
-ommanding melody *.

It were, neverthelels, devoutly to be withed,
> of obligation, as Chriftians, in this

L 1) line

that our {enic

# I cannot omit mentioning, 1n this place, the obligations
of {ociety to Mr. Adgate, for his afliduity and amiable con-
du@ in promoting thefe improvements, particularly in the

city of Philadelphia.

by fuch fuccefsful exertions ; and who, from the benevolence

The man, who hath fignalized himfelf

of his heart, hath made {o many facrifices, in a defign of {o

much utility to the morals of the people, ought, doubtiefs

m-.lu."'!, LO

be held in great eftimation, both as a citizen and as a Chnl-
tian. It is much to be defired, that his important {ervices

may continue to be encouraged by the wife and the good of
all denominations.

I will only add what hath been fuggefted by others; that
it would contribute not a little to the ‘benefit of religion, ag,
well ‘as to the fatisfaction of many Chriftian worthippers , ¢
proper chorufes were inftituted in the feveral churches-, coq.
fiting of a competent number of the beft performers 1 each s
and Pcélthioned,cither, in the front of the galleries, qor in pews,

appropriated to that ufe. In this cale, the.wh ;e congregas

tion, may unite, and follow with eafe, 1n the belk execution

At the {fame time, the predominant melod~; and addrefs of the

chorus will cover, or reétify, any mitakes, or other defefts,
which may occur in the general pertoymance, )

i

L
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line did yet more practically and .generally pres
vail : that we were yet mare zealoufly and reli-

siouflv affe®ed in the view of the high benefits,

which refult from it;. and. that thé. votaries of

rfalmody were yet, more numerous, both In our

hools of mufical

e
e
£
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nftru@tion. If, my fellow Chniftians, to exalt

-1

1n our voices, as well as 1n our hearts, the honors
of our God and Redeemer; if to charm our-
{clves or others, by this means, into virtuous and
heavenly 1eﬁumem, be really a duty, as we muft
llow, we muit alfo allow, that it ought, not bare-
y to be performed, but perfocrmed in that way,
in which 1t fhall be moft likely, with the blefling
oi heaven, to produce the good effects propofed.
It performed in irregular, infipid, or diffonant
tones, 1t will, -at lealt, as to the hearer, either
conduce to no good end at all, or its effe&t will
be worfe than .that of total omiffion. This con-
eration alone, {ufficlently.evinceth, that it is
our bounden duty at leaft, to aim at the moft
petied execution; and, at the fame time, to make
decent facrifices of time and expence in laying

fuch a foundation of knowledge in'the art, as thall

enable us both to pleafe and profit on every pro-
per occafion. ' ' ;

Let it, morgover, be obferved, that this duty,
any more than other ordmary_ means of virtue

and

A-Difcourfe on Plalmody.
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and religion, ought not to be confined to the af-
emblies of the church. It is proper alike tq

more private occalional aflociations; and even-to
che clofet itfelf. By the aids of this art, united
with a tolerable voice; we may, at any time,
slend tne pleafures of high moral and mufical
(aflte, with other more cuftomary amufements of
{ociety and friendfhip. DBy the aids of this art, we
may cheer the moft lonely fhades of retirement;
we may fmooth the wrinkled brow ot delpon-
dency and care; and fhed light and joy through
‘he awful receffes of the dungeon, or the nignt.

I would allo beg leave recommend 1t, as an
ufeful and elegant branch of Chriftian education.
To the youth of both fexes it is alike ornamental

and expedient. In the earlier periods of life the

voice is generally moft flexile and melodious ;
the tafte for harmony and fong 18 generally molt
" poignant and prompt; and the pliant irame moft

cafily fufceptive of their various impreilions. The
liquid, flowing, and dulcet notes of the youthtul

warblers, marked by the diftin&ions of age, and

of fex, as well as the departments in the chorus
they afflume, cannot fail to add a very {enfible
charm to the folemnities of public devotion.

Their occafional interviews, moreover, " inftead ot

- being dliﬁp'\tcd in frivolous frolic and chit-chat,
| " or
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or 10:foned with frothy chullitions of wit and ™y
purity, may De roafoned with fuch mnnocent and

dive amufement, as, alone, fhall captivate

initruct
the heart, prompt '+ to moral reflettion, and

, # L L - i -r

charm 1t 1nto habits oi iweedleﬂa ;md wndmn.
s
L

On

inexpedient to limit the youth to fuch compoi-

is account we conceive it to be highly

tions, as are ufed on the more {olemn occaflons
of worthip. Their liberty here {hould be bound-
ed only by the frivolous, the indecent, and pro-
fane. Whatever, in its Ipirit and expreflion,

ferveth to convey the {entiments of 1nnocent na- °
tur-, or excite to the true, the honourable, the

pure, the lovely, or whatever is of good report,
in chara&er and condué&, fhould be freely con-
ceded to their focial or retired attentions. ‘lThe
good effects, in their higher and moit defirable

degrees, it is granted, do not always, at the

time, appear. But though ufually flow in their

progreflion, they are often fure in their event.
We muft leave it to more full grown life to exhi-
bit the fruits, in the moft amiabie and ripened
forms of wifdom and humanity.

Nor from the benefits of this hallowed amufe-
ment would we exclude even the years of earlier
iﬁmmaturity and childhood. At this period, the
features gf nature, of which we fpeak, are as
ditinltly marked, as in yeuth or more advanced

L)

age.
rent, the hilping pratler which hangs upon the

knee,

A Difcourfe on Pfalmedy. 2.
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The infant, as yet in the arms of the pas

and the playiul {chool-boy and girl, are

a]like amenable to the powers of modulated found.

And, as all good education ought to commence,

and proceed, with 2 principal view to the harmo-

. A g
ny of the mind, the parent, who hath made
ements in this line, enjoyeth, among o-

1M prov
By the fafcinations

thers, an eminent advantage.
{cafonably addrefled, {he may beguile

s and pains; {he may calm
d, eventually lodge them

L] ) | f - r ‘_I ¥
' the embraces o1 lleep, Of reltore them to wont

ed good humor. In this inftance, 1 cannot help
the [fociety of Moravians have

of mufic,
their temporary lorrow
their agitated {pirits ; an

obferving, that,
3 . » e 1-"1_‘ .
difcovered a fingular attention 1O the operations

of pature in the infant ltate. They feem to confi-
: S o
der it as a point of religion, not only to entertain

them 1n nurferies with the foft and blandithing
1nto

frains of the voice, but to carry them daily
their houfes of worfhip, that, there, their litle
tender frames may e harmonized 100 fmféetn:fs
and peace, bY the melody of the voice and inftru-

ment united.

mend it to all, as prepa .
of its moral eflelts, to @ fuperior

. vy It is appoint Qe Teh
gn;l reQitude. 1t PP ,. branch
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branch of that common education, by which we

| Of probationary exer-
ciie, ror a nobler order of ljfe

are tramned, in this {chool

and' fervice. The

nd fruitions of that flate are fre-

y aeicribed in holy revelation by ‘the charm-

ing and familiar imaces of

ng and familiar images of mufic and fong. Paf-
e

ot recolleéted, that
{; wounld De aitogether needlefs to quote them

ui cannot, indeed, confidently aflert, that the
audible harmony of found will Conﬂ'itut; A parf of
v s much lefs, that it wil]
aliume thofe moaifications, i '

practifed and taught.
moral affe®ions and jole

empioyments a

auentl
r

’rp -y = -~ -:—-. - - '
lages to this purpofe are fo eafijlv

the celeftia] entertdinment

But the harmony of the

g s wers, oif which the audj-
€ 1S, at Deit but a fain DT el
faint expreffion or fign, doth

t{]ere, we are well aflured, prevail in its moft di-
vine and finithed t2fte. Neverthelefs; ‘as we fhall
there, according to our raith, be re-united to
rh‘e{"e podily vehicles, in tuperior refinement and
fpirituality, and, at the fame time, to fome gene-
ral anfwerable order. of nature: o, it doth not
feem unrezfonable to preiume, that we fhall be
capable of unipeakably more expreflive and re-
fined execution, than the prefent

condition of our
organs <y

» OF other powers, will: admir.
b ks Avee, . 5 A
pal end, as you haye heard,

A princi-
of external harmon‘y
ice; in the moft a“ﬁ‘“c&ing
» tie inward ‘moral harmo.

-

n_y-'

E charm
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of the heart; and this, not merely for the
f the pl{-‘:aflng fenfations which 1t affords,

113

fﬁ,k e 1

(e improve and confirm, thole excel-

; : Sy PRASTa F TRy v ter oty ot
derly fentiments, wiich 1t exprefetn,

lent and of ¥ e
| Now, thig mo-

poth 1A ourfelves 1
c2] harmony, 1 its perfection, is th |
| 1 ” < al=
. ‘ I iﬁ 1t NnoL ua,nj

.o ofs and reflitude 1n heaven. [s it miof, thet
3 ' hat. there, where it (hall have
hard to conceive, that, . '

and 1n, others.
e fum of hap-

elightfu’ﬂy and profitedly
let it be particularly
lIfully we L2ave, here,

the purer and the
Peffe& 103

powers are {o d ‘
-d! Under this VieWw,
oblerved; that, the more {ki
adjufted 1ts probationary keys
melodious its notes; the more e
chords ; and the more fully 1t mj olv

s of fenfibility and intel-
T it refembleth, and the moie
- mufic of the heavenly

iNnorc
unifons and

fpheres. -
May this, my friends,
of all our attentions | :
From commtnion in piety &% D :
Le choirs of faints an

be the high and happy

: menits
and 1mprove

conduﬁon raife

on earti.

“angels above; and there
ence in the vifions of God, &

and the Lamb for ever. In
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n thi ad ravithing hope, w Volult-
Iﬂ I}‘ilﬁ (\&I.gx,i .IJT 13\11]1“13 1 _1)1_, we d(’

™ 1. : i " 4 ¥ i i
tv afcribe to the King eterndl, immortal, and 1n-

. < T-r 4 r a v ‘5... A .
he only wife God ; the Father, von, and

vifible ; n, |
and bleflhing, thank{giving,

. —~ Y v ' ah ¥ 4
Holy Ghoit, ali F:.]m}*’

snd praile, world without end. Amen.

The Performers 1 am to thank for the pleafure

they have given=-1 had almeoft {aid 20 us g//. ’'11s

well—=tis nobly done, for the time. If fix months
application has produced this much, what may we
not expect 1n time to come ? Go on and proiper,
my young friends. The beft withes of all the wife
e 1L, ail the enlightened
taliniends of our Zion are interefted in
then, divine mufic. 837
E will
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will furnith you with ufeful and elegant cmplgyg..
ment, at an age when you muil be a&tive~—It will

fmoothe the rugged paflions, {weeten the temper,
and harmonize the {oul.

¢« Mufic has charms to foothe the favage breaft ;
. »
¢« 'To {often rocks, and bend the knotted oaks.’

And while you {tudy mufic as a human art, re-
member it has its chief ufe in the worfhip of Al-
mighty God-—Endeavour therefore to tune your

hearts with your voices=—{0 “111 you make melody
to God and man.

In fine, prompted by my own feclings, and the
delires of a number prefent, I would addrefs a few

words 70 2ou, Sir, who have taught thefe youth

23

to ‘¢ lifp in numbers,”” and tuned their voices to

the fongs of Zicn. Your fkilful, your fuccefsful
endeavours for their improvement, to which they
have this day born ample teftimony, merit our
warmeft acknowledgments. In my own name--
in the name of all who have been under your in-
firuftion—-nay, in the name of the church of Chrif?
in thefe parts, which I think is your debtor, I re-
turn you thanks.——May you find your beft re-
ward in the teftimony of a good confcience: and

may facred fong——your buﬁneﬁ.—-—your pleafurc

on earth; be your eternal and dehghtful employ-u
ment in heaven' 4

Mr.

4k e

' 35 %
Mr, Sricer’s Ac!clmf;.

T has afforded me not a little fatisfaction to find,

that this concert has attrated the attention of
lo numerous and refpeftable an audience. As i

propole fhortly to return to the place of my nati-

vity, it 1s probable, that the prefent will be the

laft opportunity, 1n which I fhall have the pleafure
of meeting this aflernbly on a {imilar occafion. It
that what hath been {o
pertinently and convincingly [aid on the fubject of
plalmody, may reconcile every hearer to the pro-

is my moit ardent wifh,

- priety, expediency, and importance of its intro-
duction into the public worfhip, in thofe forms of
improvement, which we have beénendeavouring
——But, what I have
chiefly, at prefent, in view, is to addrefs myfelf in
a few words to thefe, my pupﬂs in that branch of
A inftruion.

My young friends, I feel myfelf highly gratified
by the honour you have done me, as well as your-
lelves, 1 ‘the part, which you have born in the
petformances of the day. But, the time is now
come, when we muft feparate from each other.—
It is a circumftance, which naturally leads to re-
colleCtion.=~In that recolle&tion, however, T am °
happy, and proud to mention, in this public man-
ner, that from the commeneement of our con-

| ne&lon

to cultivate and advance.

-
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nection, the utmoft pood order, h rmony, and
peace have prevailed among us.  Of this truth,
we ourfelves are not the only vuuc}af‘. s. There are
here prefent a number, who, as occalional ats
tendants at our meetings, can unite in witnefhn

the fame. - Thus much for the pall. As for the
future, my principal concern, as an inftructor in
pfalmody, 1, for your perfevering improvement,
and even perfe@ion, if poflible, in that heavenly
art. ‘The progrefs, which you have made, as you

g o el know, is the fruit of attention and reiterated
' } praﬂzlce. B\, aflured, that,l bY remd”nefs in either,
:;1: Al R PR, B - - TIEy

you will net only ceafe from farther i IMproveinents,
but muﬂ: gradually refign even thofe to which
you ‘Thave already attained. In fhort, the whols
de ﬁ"ldS m future, thh the fxmles of hea ».ff-:m on

N o A8y - .‘ 'T1:f-"-: &
L' | = € :i“i ‘r"\r ‘. ”.
€ ML'W'*~*-HJ'"1{{
_ ol o




	20180619_105646
	20180619_105706
	20180619_105719
	20180619_105728
	20180619_105738
	20180619_105756
	20180619_105806
	20180619_105816
	20180619_105825
	20180619_105835
	20180619_105843
	20180619_105851
	20180619_105904
	20180619_105912
	20180619_105924
	20180619_105934
	20180619_105945
	20180619_105952
	20180619_110003

