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Courteous READER,

I T is truly affeting to think howmany emi-
§ nently ufeful as well as faithful Watchmen have
been czalled off the Walls of our Zzom, with:n thefe
few Years paft! and the moft of them in the Bloony
of Life, their natural and acquired Abilities in their
full Vigor; and their gracious Qualifications much
improved ! juft when they were growing mature,
and our Expectations were much raifed, they hav*
been removed from this to a better VVOr]d '

Among thefe the Reverend Author of the cnfumg

Difcourfes may very juftly be numbered. But it is
not my Intention to enter upon an Account of hig
Character. It would not coniift with the Brevity
of a Preface, to do that, at a greater Length than
has been already done (by H ands lefs liable ta
Sufpicion of Partiality, than fo near a Relative) in

the Sermon preached at his Funeral, and the eles
giac verfes added thereto, which are annexed to
thxa Voluine.

it wiil be of more Ufe, to make fome Refletiong

on fo alarming Dif) penfatlons of diyin¢ Pravidence
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(i)
as the Removal of {o many eminent Gofpel-Mi-

nifters {according to the ordmary Couriz of Na-
ture) 1n the Midit of their Days.

Now, the aforefaid Difpenations feem to be In-
dlcatxons of God’s Wrath againft his Church and
profefling Pecple.  When 1t pleafes the bletied God
to favour his Church with a Number of Minifter
who are exemplary for Piety, each exceliing in
fome particular Gift or other one aboundmg In
Zeal, another excelling 1n Prudence and Govern-
ment, another in Know ledge and folid Judﬂ'mfnt
fome are apt to 1dolize : and attribute too much to
them ; while others defpife them, and dllrecf ard
their I\Ieffagcs. The Lord beholds, and it dit=
Pleafes him : Theretore he calls Home his \ﬁrvmts,
in a Way of td.*h‘.rly Chaftifement to his People,
that he may cut off their undue Efteem: and 1n a
Way of Judzment to others, removing from them
the Means of Grace, and mﬂrummtz, which they

have made fo light Account of. The great God
will affert his own Glory; He will let the World
fee that He can carry on his'own Deligns without
{fuch and fuch Inftruments: nor will “He always
{rend the Labours of his Servauts upon thofe who
oHﬁmntuly {corn them, and leye.,t their Ambailics.
The Death of faithful Minifters is one Ingrcdlcnt f
'n that Stroke threatened Reo. . 5. J——wili re-
niome thy Candlejftick out of its Place.
feople fhould be awakan‘d to a moﬁ {folemn

and faithful Improvement of 2 Gofpel-Miniftry
while they enjoy it; fecing it is very uncertain

how long they may be fo pr il cged.  Qur F}ztb s,
o WhEre

#



()

avbere are thev! and the Pr 5;.5’ cts, as t'ey lrve
jcr cver 2 The Preac hing of the G ‘!pel is the or-
¢1nary \le,.im the blfed God uies tor the Conver-
fion of guity Smner: to Humieii, I they hear not
Mojes and the Prophets, 1t they hear net Goipel-
Ninnters, neither would thev be p“ﬂiladcd thougi
ore rofe from the Dead. If Sinners remain fecure
and unattedted under tae folemn Warnings and
Importunities of faithful Mimifters, they have little
Reaion to expect that God {hould reach them by
cther Means. It will be a very igh Aggravation
of the Guilt and Muery ot poor Lhrlﬁicla Souls
that the Strength and Zeal of the Lord’s Servants
have been {pent upon them i vain: Oh, dreadtul
wiil their Accounts be 1n the great Day ! And con-
fider, poor Smners, ve know not how foon ye may

7

be deprived ot the Labours of thole \‘[eilenﬂera of
the Lord of Hoits, wholfe Miniftry has a dired
Tcndcncy to reach your Hearts, and which God
frequentiy bleffes for that Purpofe, with regard ta
many. The Lips which one Sabbath warn you to
fiy trom the Wrath to come, may, betore another
Ovpportunity, be feaied 1n Dr...lth It Minifters be
removed by Reafon of your Provocations, will you
not have Cuaule to 100k upon it as a Threatemnﬂ‘
from God to give up with vou? While People i}t
nacer the .\unmw of a faithiul Ambualfador of
Carit, thcy env 2 1PCL1..J Seafon for feeking Sal-~

vation. But how 11d their Cafe, when their “Har-
veft 1s paft, and thew Summer 1s ended, and they
are not faved! Nor are Smaers to umagine they
have done with Mimniters, when they are laid 1n
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tie filent Grave. They muit meet them again at
the dread Bar of the great God: and if they die
unconverted, the faithful Servants of Chrift, whofe
Miniftry they long miiimproved, wiil then be fwift
Witneiles againit them.

1.t me befeech the Profefiors eof this Genera-
sion, who enjoy a faithful Miniftry, to prize it as a
moft valuable Me ercy, and labour to improve it for
vour Sajvation, while your Day lafts.  And to that
Purpofe, pray, examine your!clves impartially, as
in the Preicnce of God, by the Charalters of Saints
and Swnners, laid dow in the Preaching of the
Word. Labour to apply to yourfelves your proper
Portion, as, upon Ixamination, )Ou find your
Cale; dct.p y ponder it, and try to get your Hearts
affected with it Prav carneﬁiv pray tc God for
tha_f nctying Influences of his Spirit, and his effi-

2C101S Blemm to accompany his Word, that 1t
may become thc Power of God to your Salva-
¢,

While many of our Fellow-Servants are called
o7 the Stage of Action, furely we, of the facred
O:der, fhould be hence excited to fulfil our Mi-
n'ﬁrv with Vigor and ardent Zeal. We have a

very ic lemn Truft committed to our Hands: There
are many precious Souls under our Charge, Num-

bers of which are 1n Dancer of pcnﬂnntr for ever.
W have many important Truths to open up. And
our Time 1s fhort: 1t 1s but a hittle While we have
.an Opportunity of attempting any thing for God in
ts World ; or to feek the Salvation of Souls, We
rautt {oon appear befare our divine Mafter, to give
an
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ean Account of our Stewardthip. Oh, that we |
could always diicharge our Miniftry ander due Im-
prefilons ot thefe Thmgq It might be worth con- |
i1dering too, by thoie whom God has blefled with
good Capacities, whether it be not their Duty to
endeavour to leave behind them, at leaft in Manu-
{cript, what might, through the divine Bleff; fing,
be ufeful to the World after they are pone.

The Neglect of this was, perhaps, one of our Au-
thor's grcatcﬁ Deficiencies. W hich was much owing
to thie, that he had his Thoughts fo much under
his Command, and his Memory was {o retentive,
that he had little need of Writing to afliit him in
his Studies: and, through his Modefty, he never
uiclined to appear 1n pubh(‘ anlefs when he ap-
prehended {ome particular Call of Providence' led
him forth. There was nothing found amongft his
Papers any way complete, or fit for the Pre{s but
the Sermon on the Being and Attributes of Gad'
and thav on the moral Otirgations of Religion de-
livered before the Reverend Prciby tery of New-
caffle, 1n his Turn, 1n Purfuance of a Plan Df
{yftematical ] re.achmg, agreed upon by the Mem-
bers to be profecuted at their Prefbyterial Meet-
Ings; together with the Defeourfe on Reprovatiun,
which he began with a View to deliver it in a
Sermon before’ the Prefbytery: but not having
finithed 1t, what he had wrote was reduced to
the Form of an Append:x to be now annexed
to his Efjay on the Dollrine of Predeffination.
Thefe are now added to the Difcourfes which
were publithed in his Life-time, which are here

'% colleCted




(vi)

collected into one Volume. The Subje@s here
prefented to thee, Cbrifizan Reader, are handied
with much Caution and Judgment, folid Argu-
ment, and great Clearnefs: they afford a Speci-
men, or Memorial, of their Author’s ufeful Abi-
lities, and the Spirit of Piety that was diffufed
through his Miniftry. The Matters here treated
are very weighty and momentous, and call for
thy ferious Confideration and folemn Improve-
ment. And that the great Gnd may blefs them
to the faving Converfion of Sinners, and the Edi-
fication of his People, is the hearty Prayer of,
Courteous Reader,

Thy Soul’s fincere Wellwi her,

Middle~ Spring,
March 26,175 4.

JOHN LAI'R-




chap. 111, Ver. 10.

eth not, 15 condemned already.

“HESE Words are a Part of that fameus an'
courfe which cur Lord Chri# entertained Ni-
_‘ codenus with, a noted Ruler of the Fews, who
¥SX™ came privately to Fefies by Night, not crafuly,
like the reft -t the Pnarsiees, but with a PIOUS Dchgn of
h.wmg {ome inftru&tive Converfation with Him.  In which,
to ver. 13. the Lord opens the Nature, and deciares the
Neczil ty of the new Birth, in order to Salvation. From
the 13th to the ch Veric he preaches to him the | great
tundamental Dotrines of the Gu(pﬂi the laft and ¢ eare&
Revelation of God’s Will to Mankind, ccn..,erm'lg their
Salvaron : Tmchmg hina that Him{cIf was the only begot~
ten Son ot God, the true AMefhad, that was ancwnrly pro-

mif d, and now come to fave Sinners by his Death ; wh:ch
}e expredles, ver. 14, by being htted up, . ¢. upon the
Crofs: Whi Ch W&:: tym‘lr.,d Nz, XXi. Q. by Maﬁf h!s
lifting up the Serpent in the Wildernes upon a Pole, for
the Healing of the ftung J mclnm And as the ffraelires
were not healed only by A:{o es’s hitung up the bcrpent
but by their looking upon it; fo Chrilt mfurms Niccde~
mus, that, 1n order o partaxe of the Virtue and Bencfit
ot hs Dcath, Sinners muft have an Eye of Fatth ﬁxM
vpon Him for it, This Necetlty of Faitk' in' Him,' in

f
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otder to Jultification and Salvation by Him, the IL.ord
Clearly mﬁnuates through the whole Context.  And in this
18th Verfe He exprefsly urges it from two Confiderations,
wiz. The Advaitage that attends it, the great Benefit that
accrues to the Believer by 1t and, upon the other Hand,

the D:fadvantage of the Want of ir. The fitlt C onﬁdera-
tion he expreiles in thefe Words, He rhat believeth on bim,
(1. e. on the Son of God, fpoken of ver. 17. who was him-
felt that was then fpcakmﬂ') i5s nnt corza’emm 4 . . . he 1s de-
livered from Condemnation, which before he was under ;

brought out of a State of Condemnation into a S:ate of ]u{h-
fication. And in the Words of our Fext the Lord Fefus
declares the woful Condition that, according to the Gofpel,

2ll Unbelievers are in.  Wherein obferve,

Firft, The SubjeCt fpoken of, He rlm belieuseth not,
viz. on the Son of God, as before.  The Indehnite, He, 73
equivalent to a Ummm} , and Dgnifies, whofoever, of all
the fallen Race of Mankind, believes not on the Son of
God.

Secondly, Obferve that which is predicated or fpoken of
the Unbeliever, He is condernned ; that i1s, He 1z retained
and held under the Guilt ot his Sins, and Condenmatxon of

the Law. Confider,

© Thirdly, The Time in which the Unbeliever is in this
Condemnation, fignihed by the Verb I, and the Adverb

Already. Chrilt fays not, he wil! ve condemned, or be és
Iske tc be condemned; but he 75 condemn=d aire.zag')r By
Sinn he has laid h lmfclf ander Condemnation, and by Unbes
liet refifts th= lalt and only Remedy for his Recovery; and
(o is fill in his condemnzd Eftate, every Moment, until he
comes to Chriff by Faith.  This, Oh this 1s th prefint
Condition of every unconverted Perfon, of every Soul, until

he clolis with Chréift by Faith, for Relicf.
The Senfe and Meaning of our Lord 1n this Verfe 1s to

this Purpofe : As if he had faid to Nicodemas, You have ac-
knommgf.d me to be a Teacher come from GOD; I am

indced the Son of GOD, and promifed Aeffian, and fo
the
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the grcareﬂ Pr. npn t: 1 open, and clearly reveal the Gmp...,
the Way in which Goa will Law Sinners to be faved.
Now, this is the Language of the Golpel, He that believers
fn me, as his Dnl) and .}l- uﬂluu it \n wur, unfignedly
and hearmv recciving me as fuch, fhall be ddn'"r....d trom
the Guilt of all hl"- Sinz, and brought into a State of
juﬂhcatwn and Peace w with God ; but e that doss not fo
believe in me, compies not with tln Go'pely and retufes |
only Remedy ; and {o thall not en oy the Bencfit of Gud £
Gof;te _Law of Grace, but is Itu] in his State of Condemna-
ton. And tﬂU“m the Lord teaches us, that the only Method
for a Sinner’s Recovery, for his juihh-.,atn n ;md Peace with
God, 1s thdugl .ut}* m Him. DBut the on y Prupoluion
uf Truth that 1 1] hall fheak to, from this Ft): (which i1s
ciarly contained in the Words, and beft fuis my prefent

Pur, ‘{Jif‘) is this Doctrine,

.
L f

ﬂhi{ :Zs.?f ﬂg :J as Jare nil HH..EJ ro "u d R l ST *’j FJIIU

e I‘U i“@ glf.ﬂ'.! I CUsl: !t'hif’th S- Jdi e,

'T'*[;-, 1S the ,} fent Conmrm i Ht ..lll Unm.r‘vers. Th&]
are unler the Wrath of the grear God, and fo continue,

=

unti they favingly believe i Coffl Johnane 368, He thas
eifever. on the Sen, bath everls “1rg Life; cmd' be that be-
Sreweth no: 1e Somy [hall not jee L: ¢ !.uf* twe Hrarh of God
abidet oun him. And (0, t huuﬂll ail are not n this State,
yet ail have been it even m fe that are in a ftited
Staze, were in a condemned State, unil they fied to Chrs i
by f‘d'th
in fpeaking upon this Prt)pdh,mn [ fhall fir? th.w youi,
\What we are to underftand by a gailty and condemined
Starc,
Seeonly, How Unbelievers come to be in this State. And,
Thirdiy, Deduce fome Praltical Inferences from the
W hole,
As ta the firff then, A guilty and condemaned State is
fuch, wherein a Perfon is fentenced and bound over to

Prw!fh..nq..n; oy & Law, for a Crime, lar a Breach of the
di ?.'.Il' Iﬂwi




Law. Al Laws have lh:.'r Penaities to entorce them, to

engage the Su je@ to Obedience, and maintain ]u‘hcc, by

profecuting Tranfqrcﬂmnq with cnndngn Punifhment : ni

fo, the Tmﬂfgrcr or 15 condemned by the Law, {o foon as

ever he has broken ir, that 15, the Law zmmﬁ.dnatcly fen-

tences him to the be;mng of tl‘a" Punithment whick its Pe-

nalty has allotted to fuch a Tranigreion as he has commit-

ted, before he 1s formally conﬁt.mmd by the jrrlge after

a LMP?G#;I . for the jyugf s condemning him is nothing

eifc but his pmmunf‘mg upen hin the damnatory Sentence

w hh.h the Law itlelt paﬂ?:a upon him, and whercby it con-

demned him to the ame Punithment before, even 1o foon as

he had broken it, oniv wi h the Addition of a politive Order

for the certain Execution of the Law upon him. Now, to

af‘*p “this to the prefent Cale before us, A condemned ‘gtatc

bitore GOD s fuch, wherein a P\.rlon 15 {entenced and

bound over to the Pumlhmfnt of Hel, by his holy Law

and wile Conttitution of Things: So that 1t is not b«lrrw 2

I:ablenefs to Punithmenr, bur fuck a Srate wherein the Per-

fcn wail Cr.-rt.iml; and infailibly be punifhed, unlefs he is

brought cut of ir, and the condemnatory Sentence taken oft,

To bn in a cUndcmn..d State, 1s to b2 n fuch a State as

G OD acjudges to Hels and \\ rath : So that 1t 1 not un-

certain whether the Unbeliever will be damned or nor, 1if

he {hould now die 1 nis prefint Condition: he need not

wait till after Death, or to the ]udg{ment of the great Day,

for the Decifion of the Cale; tor be £ condemned a.renaf; ,

and the condemning Scnicnce which will then be pro-

nounced againlt him, it he lcaves the World in his pre-

fcnt Condution, will be no other than thart which he was Sy

211\ ays under, only then it wuj be F()!‘m.llly and f{o- g
‘einnly paﬂrd upon him, With an arrevocabdle Orc'er,

l LL the Perfianm Laws, tor the fpﬂu y Execution of 1.

'] huq cvery Perfon in 1h s \A Ol‘ld, IS al prelen Ly cither n

a State of Condemnation or }u"hﬁcattf)n ; citier fully under,

or fully delivered from the dreadiul and d ammn"'r Guile uf

:m h:s ins; cither in fuch a Swe, wherein it h... dies, he

ﬂu
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fhall as furelv be damned as he lives; or in fuch a Seate
wherein he is fecured againit Damr‘a?wn, and entitled to
eternal Bic{lvdnefs. For there is no Medium: The Scate of
every Man and Woman 1s pnﬁtlveiy decided and dCIcrmmed
in God's Word, in one or other of thefe two Sayi ings, /#bo-
[ot:m' belicveth om the Som of God, #s not condemned ; bea
whefoever believeth not on toe Som of God, s cond=mned ale
rcddv

Now, though (as I hinted before) there is a Similitude
between a Perfon’s being in a State of Condemnation before
God in this Lite, and a Perfon’s being condemned by a hu-
man Law, before his Trial, or Judicial Sentence fiom the
Judge; yer there is this grcat Dithmilitude, a Perfon, in
the latter Cafe, may, from the Sccrecy of his Tranfgreilion,
or upon manv other Accounts, hope that he fhall pever be
bmught o 2 Tr:al or that the Crime cannot be oroved
againft him, and fo l’\wmg to do with finite Creatures iiks
himfelf, that he (hal? efcape the Exccution of the Law; bul;
none of thefe relieving Apprehenfions can have any Place
here.  We have to do with an infinitely jult God, who will
fee to the Execution of his Law, upon thofe that ars held
under Condemnation by it. A God of eternal Truth, wha
will do all that he has {poken; an omnifcient and ail—knowq
ing Febowan, who fees the moft concealed Allions and F
fom-thoughts, and regilters all the Sinner’s Iniquities in the
Book of his infallible Remembrance.  So that he may truly
{ay with Fob, chap, xiv. 16. Thex numbereft my Sfe;u, Jaﬂ
thou nut watch over my Sins ¢ My Tranfgreffion is fealed up
in @ Bag, and thou f&weﬂ up mine Iniquity.

Now, the Sum of what I have {poken upon this Head, 15,
that aState of Condemnation, which all Unbelievers are in,
15 fuch, as God, by that Method which he has conftituted
and eftablifhed to prefecute Sinia, adjudges to the Punifh-
ment of Hell for ever, which Punifament the condemned
Perfon, continuing in that State, can by no means efcape,
as the Guiity fometimes may before a human Bar,

Bue,
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But, that [ may more clearly open up this Mater te your
Underﬂ’andmg, confider thefe few Particulars,
. 1. That God has given Man a Law to obey, as a Rule
to walk by, This is fo evident a T'ruth, that | think none
have fo far put oft Human.t} as 10 denj, who 2ck1mw3r::igt
the Being of a God. It 1s undemably plain, from the Con-
fideration ¢f the glorious adorable Perfections of God, and
the Nature of Man, as a mm.naiCre.imrc, anc nis Relan‘w
to God, as his Creator, that he muft be under 8 Law w0
G 0 D.
. That whea GOD gave this Law to Man, he dclivercd
1 th a Penalty anncxed to 1t, whereby, upon his Sinning
againit Ged by the Tranf grcfh_nn of his Law he was bound
over to fuffer that Punithment which his Sia defc rved, ewther
In N3 OWQn Pcrﬁm, or by a durcty in hus room. Ths W
the Method which Ged determined und eftablithed 3- an in-
variatle Zaw to hinuielty to profecute Sinin, that the Cn -a-
ture’s Tranigreit:on fhould not be parwncd withoutr Sati:-
fa&mn anfwerable to the Demerit of his Sin, Gen. 11, 17
In the l)ﬂ] thas thou eateft icevesf, thow [halt furcly dse, {2 d
God. It is clearly ev ldcn thar Sin deferves a Punifhment,
and 2 dreadtul one too, Lonﬁ.. ering the adorable Perfeltions
of God, and the infinite ntccihry Bonds that are upon the
Creature to Obedience : So that there is nothing at lealt o
hinder why God may nct annex this Penalty to his Law
and without it the Divine Law had been deftitute of the wie
Eftablifhnsent thar appears even i Human Laws; which are
enforced with the Sanction of Penalties, as a Defence aguintt
Violativn.  And having eftablithed his Law with ﬂus Pe-
nalty, heisengaged by the Perfections of his Immutability,
Tmth, and ]u”xc te act agreeable thereto, in the Profe-

cution ol 1t *,

¢ | expelt the candiu Reader will eafily pardon me for fo far co-
inciding here to the I “2n of the next Head, and what I fhiall far-
ther have Ot.c....i'm tq obierve in the fol Iomn" Difcourfe; feing &t
tends to the Illuttiation of the prefent Subchl

Aad




(7 )

And then, 3. confider, that all Mankind have broken
(;o¢’s Law, and fo actually laid themfelves 'um*er the con=
comning Sentence ot its penal San€tion, Rom. 1. 19, 23.

Now, trom thefe Thmgn it appears, that al; Unbehtvtr.,
h:ﬂe nﬂg no dl.:}l Jl lmﬂch i th batzsuaﬂion nadc ")V Chnﬁ

for the Redemption of fallen gmity Sinners, are itill in thclt
State of Condemnation, and thatr that State s fuch wherein
they are bound over to the Punifhment of Hell, every No-

ment they continue fuch,  And s not this an awful Cale,

Brethron f Hence you may {ce the ’lupld Blindnefs of many

unconverted Perfons 3 they cannot think that th,..y are in a

f- Iy eftihed Sate, that they have a general fuli Pardoa of

I their Sins, are aCually entitled to eternal Blcﬂ“dne(s and
the Obpjects of God's lpecml and compmccntmi love: No,
they know that their Hearts and Lives do not evidence fuch
2 ha:p} State; and yet they are not aware, that, being un-
)ul tihed, the dreadiul Guile of all their Sins 1s bound upoa
them, and themfelves in fuch a State wherein they are pfxﬁ—
mJ} condemned to tterml Pains; but wouid fain conceit
themifelves in fome middle State, between comdemmed and
completely sufifed: A vety foolith Dream; for the Sen-
rence of (,o')dcmnmon cannot be taken off a Pcrl’m but he
mult thereby be enutled to the Glory of Gad; and made an
Heir of God with Corsff; feeing there 15 no middie State
after Death.  His Obliganon to the Punifhment of Hell can-
not De taken away, but he mult therewith have a fure Claim
to the Haﬂpinc(s of Heaven : And therefore, you wno think
that you are not condemned, though you be nat Ju'hhcd
bewray a lamentable ftupid Ignorance; for it is puam, that
by mot candemned our Lord underitands compiesely yufifed ;
and o divides the whole World 1nto thefe two R.ml\s, Hc
thas believerls on the Sem, 55 not condemned ; ows be that be-
lreveth mot, 35 condemned aiready.
Secondly, | come now to fpeak to the other general Heud
prap: ofed, which was to {hew, How Unbelicvers come ) be
in this cmc"'n'lcd Stata. A.ni

t. [ he
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t. They are ¢condemned by the Imputation of the G

of Adam’s Trmfgrdﬁonsi The whole human Nature, the
whole Race of Mankind, became guilty and con 4e'nmd Hes
fore God, upon the Rebellion of cur firlt Parents. True
Believers, indeed, are delivered from this Guilt, through the
hnpu'atr'"-ﬂ of Chnﬂ Righteoufnefs; which, the Apoitle ob-
ferves, 1s more efhcacious to the _]u”‘:‘u. tion of thofe to
whom 1t 12 applied, than Ade»’s Sin 1s to their Condemna-
tion, Rom.v. 15,16, 17. But Unbelievers, having ao In-
tereft in the nghtmuhv (s of Chrilt, are i1l under Cn-
demnation by .  T'nis Docltrine of the Imputation ot the
Guilt of Adam’s Siny 1s a Truth very clcarly maintaiasd in
the hcﬂy Scriptures, how much fcever ft 15 difrelithed by
many in our Days, who are uawilltng to fubmit to fuch an
humbling Confideration.  "Through a great Part of the fitth
Chlp{er to the Romsans, the mfplred Apoul very evidently
maintains it.  Ver, 12. he tells us, 75ar &y one Man Sin én-

tered snto the World, and Death by Sin; and fo Death aﬂei

fpon all Men ; for that all have fmxerf The \Ieawmg of
which Paffage, [ think, 1s piamly this; That by the Trant-

greflion ot our Progenitor Aaam, Sin was imputed o the
whole World of his Pofterity ; by which Imputation of Sin
and Guilt, as they became fubjedt to all other Miferies, i
particularly to Death. And hence it 1s that ail Men die
becaufe they are looked upon as Sinners, by Virtue of that
1 ranfgrcﬁmm The Reafon which the Apoitle afligns why
Perfons die, is becaufe they have finned: But Experience
abundaatly witnefles, that many die before they come to a
Capacity of Sinning altually, and therefore he muft mean
Sinners by Imputation, and not by actual Imitation. To
the fame Purpolc he tells us, 2 Cer. xv. 22. That i» Adam
all die. And in the 13th Verfe he eXprr_ﬁls it very fully,
By the Offence of one jfwﬁmenr came upon all Aden to Con-
demmatson.  And again, ver. 19. he makes a plain Compa-
rifon between the Difobedience ot Adam and the Obedience of
Chrift, in their contrary Eftelts, 4s by one Man’s Difoe-

e :J"E,- were made Stnners ; /0 é’)( 1he Obedzem 4 L’ff one,

ﬂh’f
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fhaid many be made righreous. Whence it 1s evident, that 2
we are made rlghteou, in Chrift, by the ]mputation of his
Kighreoufnefs and Obedience to us, fo we were made Sinners
in fifjfi’m by the | mpuutlu 1 of his Difobedience and Tranfe
gmimn And from this Similitude between Adam and
Chrifh; i is,, that the Apoftie, ver. 14. calls Adam the Fi-
cure or Type of him that was to come, thatis, of Chrij
Fefus.  Very full o this Purpofe alfo is that Saying of the
Apoftle, Epbef. ii. 3. We were by Nature the Chilaren of

]
ah:rr/.: ewen as others.  In tms Verie the Apoftle rclates the

pmmble Cordition that al! the Godly themielves were 1
bc fore their Converfion, which he obferves to be in the
Condition of all the unc Jnvertc‘d \World. And hrft he takes
Norice of therr D lpoﬁnon towards Ged, qualitatively; that
they were averfe to God and his Law:, fullowmg very con-
trary Lulis; und then he takes Notice of their State towards
&od, relativelv. In this laft Claufe, he does not (ay, Cosldrert
¢+ Dijihedience, Ngnifying their inherent nataral Propenfity
1O hm, that he had !pﬂl\cn of in the firlt Part of the Verie:
but, Children of Wiath, {ignity ing their State of Condemna-
tion betore G'oz{ and (uL he fays, they were by Narture,
{.e. thev came inta this ccmd...mncd State, and were fubject
ro the Wrath of God, {)fcon as they received the human
Narture.

Thus you fee, this Doltrine of Original Guilt 1s no hu-
man lmfcmmr but 15 learned trom the Oracles of God.

2. | wouid further add, That the Impurunon ot Adam’s
Sin to his Pofterity is ev .t.d._n[ from the Effeéts of it upon
them; of which thefe two are obvious to every one, viz
Natural Death, and the moral (,urrup won of human I\a—'
ture. By Sin D'mﬂ ertered into the Werld, fays the Apoftle.
The World had been a Stranger to Death, had it not been
for Sin; and thercfore we ﬁnfi it entarled upon Man after
the } .111 Gen. iii. 19. Dufl thou art, and unt Duff fhalt 1hou
return. 1'he Reafon why Death pﬂﬂcs upon all; s, becan'e
all bawve finmed, Rom. v, 12. and we fee Death, with a nu-

merous Train of painful Difcafes, paflis upon Multitud-s
A B that
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that have never inn=d acrually, or, {.1-' the Apoftie phrats
it, ver. 1§.) cﬁcr the Similitule of Adam’; Tr.am.- refiiom ;
and therefore 1t mult be bzcaufe Gf their Concern in hh
Tranfgreflion.

No lefs certainly 1s our original Depraviry a judicial Ef-
fet of the Sin of our firlt Parent. That Mankind univer-
fally are averfe to Holinsfs, and prone to Hm, by Narure,
15 evident to every Eye that is not {tone-blind. So fooa as
they fet out upon the Stage of Altion, fo fuon they b“gn
to go away from God. They have not a Knowledze ot di-
vine fpmmal Things, fuffniciont to determins heir Wills to
morai Goodnefs, and light them n the Way of Go!. And
if tn any Inﬂ:an('- it is otherwife, 1t 1s owing to the fuperna-
tural renewing Grace of God, who can ntufe the l’rmmp!rs
of San&ification and the new Narure as foon as he ple .1[ s
In thort, it 1s cbvious rhat Mankind come into the World
altoget‘mr unfurnifthed and unht to attain the grear End ot
their Being, wiz. the altive Gionitving ot GOD and are
bent the backwa*d Wav., Tho this Purp le David {ays,
P/ 1. 5. T was [hapen n Ima*t"‘x and in Sm aid my . }ﬁ"bcr
concei e me. {nd Chrit I.w ?obn n. 6. Zoat wbhich 1s
cars of the Fle[h, &5 Ficfh. Th-lt s, {1aful and corrupr, op-
poled to Spirittal, 1n the next Ulaule.  Bug, cc rtain!y, Man
was not at firlt created thus finful and dcpuve Gen. 1. 27
GOD created Man sn bis own Image; which lma?e, the
Apoftle informs us, confilts In Rr.m:.effge Co. k. 10 anJ
Righreoufmelc, and true Holin:ls, Eps.iv. 24. Ecci vil. 29.
GOD made Man uprigot, The Wiidom anj Goodnels ot
God appears ris nubh the whole Creation, in hiting every
Thing tor the atraining of its End.  And indeed every wile
Agewt does fo with hls Work. it is evident trom the na-
vural Endowments of Man, rhat he was made for the altive
Glornfying of GO D, for yf:.ldmg 2 rational Scrvice to his
Maker, and enjoying a rational Happmeﬁ in Him the Foun-
tain of all Felicity. How comes it then that he now appears

altogether {0 unfic for the Purfuit of this noble End? Shall

we nnpeach the divine Wifdom and Goodnefs 1a this Ca[a ?
it
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1

Of [hh Ny (1 E‘h.l' f..l ISiuLIJ"V I\Lﬂiﬂn cdn oe gﬂ &n, bUt Ih"‘
Intereit which ail ML hmll.d ave 1in the it T r.mfgrciron R
upon this Account, GO D, a judictal Way, creares them 4
deititute of the Principies .mJ Puw rs of true Holmnets,
\What Degre:s ot Puniflunent Mankind sre condemned to,
barcly L:Pun the Account of the Tranigretion of our hrft
Parents, | neither do nor can det rm|.1 : Bur this 1s certain,
u at theriby we lolt all Clum aid Thtie 1o the hay p» En-
wyment of GOD, were condumied to eternal Exile trom
h'S comtorrable and L\.fnmuﬁ I’re lL[tLL} and are, Ild["FJlIV
diveited and Jdottitute of his boautitul morad h’m IC,, hav! ng a
darkened Underftana .r*g a.u:l PLTV cric \Wali; ; d\an" ‘0 Hou—
'hi and Pronceneds to l:,'u u-,, 1 L:h-lﬁg and a(‘&f'ﬂ" - 0 aﬂ
1\]:_*“"{”(1' of Siu agamit the very Dictates ot Reafoi ':md Con-
icience; by which actual [ran igretbion the Soul s cxwfcd
o an aggravacd and mconceivably dreaciul Damnation,
T hus, h~. the Faill we are pangad in a Deluge of Milery
and Wo, raden mto a Coutle ¢ t .i..}u.ll Rebelli m agamﬂ;
GO D, and tharcby P\pmm to the it and au ful Rcvcngc
of his offrdid Mujdty for cver; o that we ltood in the
it ablolute Need ot a RLt.c‘t*le‘
et none here be o bruritnly abmranr. as to lay, How
M e be the weorie fer AJdany’s h,.:-; Jrc)jion, &t tofs Dt fance
E_?‘ { Iﬂ;t ? _;“I 07 -l" .'J. fh! IJ % S 7 ANPY (brﬂr)ﬁh ted Jsl’ﬂu'; -P 'y
Jn...n I . '.4}.1 .SL' 2 (.,Omiut.l' rhat one D..Y 1S “l{l‘ [ht
Lord as a Thouand Y cars, and a [houland Ycars as one
Day, 2 Per.un. 8. Sce PlOxc. 4. it God at firft, i his une
i< ath ble Witdow deterinined this Method to proceed witk
Mankind 10, to hnd thein Guilty upon the Tran ﬂr..“mn of
their hirit "mnr what mean Cm.t cptions muit fuch have
ot the Diviiie AL mll) : v.lm thmk that this Eitabulthment
mufl full t lrough Lingth et Time, without taking any fars
er ‘\um.x, UF it ?

Nather let the Dnﬁculry ot Lonccwmg tow the Sin ot
our firit Pareats could, in a rational Way, be imputed tq
their Pofterity, pre Judlcc any againit the Reality and Truth
of 1: For fecing it is exprefsly revealed by God, it furely

B 1 becomes
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becomes us to believe it upon his Authority, and rather
charge ourfelves with Ignorance, than his Word with Falfhoed.
But yet this Cafe wiil admit of reafonzble Satisfaltion, by
cnnﬁdering that all Adam’s Puﬁci‘it_}f W(re cqu:.-illy involved
and concernea with nimfclt in bzt Coverant which GOD
at firft made with him, and himiclf conttituted their Head
and Reprefentative therein; [ that according to his Beha-
viour it was to fare with them. The Subitance of this Cove -
nant is briefly related, Gen. it. 17, and the Tenor of it was
a Promife of an immortal L:fe of Happinets; in the bledicd
Favcur and Enjoymcnt of GOD, w0 him and all his Of-
fpﬁng, upon Condition of his Obedience, and a 'lihreatning
cof the contrary Muicries, upon Condition ot his Difobedience.
NUW, according to the Terms of this Cm’*enum, Lpon Adam’ s
Tran{greflion, Guilt and Condemnation nlainly and neceila-
nily tollowed upon all the human Race.  This Covenant-
Relation or Adam to his Pofterny, is alfo plainly infinuat:d
Rom. v. where the Apolt's conparcs Adam ard Coriff to-
gether, particularly ver, 14, 19. {o that as Corsl', when he
was in the World, alted and {utlred, not in a private Ca-
sacity, but as a public Perfon, reprefenting others, in the
{_ovenant of Grace; o 1t was with Adam in the Covenaat
or vi'orks, and therctore, ver, 14. he is calicd the Figure of
Coriff, who was to come. ‘

But here the greatclt Queltion of all is, Hosw it can cone-
port wit) the “fuftice and G cdnejis of GOD 1o nvelve alf
Mankind in (uck a Covenant, made Wita tieiv firft Parents,
that has f[lwed o m.uci) to their Difadvantaze, and that with-
o1 toefy pc*rr:;‘éwf Ee:.:;"’f*m 4

For An/wer to this, letir be conlidered, 1. That theCo-
venant was nog adipied and compol-d to thair Piladvantage,
thr:;ugh it Nas crt;u:un}?_y PT(NU{i Ly, but to therr ¢ reat ene-
fit; for, upon the Obedicnce of Auar, they had all beer
eternally happv, fecured againit the Danger of Linning and
perithing, confirmed in an immutable State of Holindfs, like
the Angels that are in Heaven:  And s 1t not accounted
Wiidom in human Aftars, for Perfons to run fome Hazard
V.o ~ - . of
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of a confiderable Lots; 1 upon an apparent Profplt of g
orcat Gain  Upon this a1t that the Marincr crofles
the Ocean, and ILL Soidicr n‘n.ﬁ m thie Bawle.  An! then,
2. confider wirh this, that Adam was rum turnithed and
comp (tt‘l} lmpimfrtd tor the I uhilment o1 the Covenant-
Condition, and as b bh“’ encaged to i, as anv could bes
He had cvery way as full Abiaty to prrform the . quired
Obedience, as any of them could ‘*at ¢ had {eparatcly for
the 'nfew:.s and as great Motives o excite him tu \\’ .m..htul-
nefs and Drhgt nce, having his own Intereit as much con-
cerned In 1t as theirs; {o th.u our cternal Concern wus every
whit as fafe in his Hand as cur own.  Thefe two m.hdc-
rations, comp&r**d and well weighed together 1 ithink, may
yzeld abundant Satistaction 1o this ( afe. and {u nciently
Mmake appear ..h.r"* in this Method of Procedure with Man-
kind, which GUD in the Depth of his inhnite Wifdom was
Dic aft‘d to fall upor, there was not the jeaft In jury done
them, but much to the contrary. And furely the Sovere 120
GOD may do that which is nght and fo hig hIV beachcial
in its Tendencv, without w.urmﬂ the Co<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>