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Tae author of this Catechism does not publish
spirit towards those who

an ankind
the matter which should be

it out of
ut _
er in which

differ from him abo
offered in praise to

following reasons : —
1. Some portions of the
nation, both in Kurope and America, use

sively the Presbyterian metrical version of the
Psalms; others add to these, what are called
« paraphrases,” and five “hymns;”” while others
still, following the example of the modern Con-
gregational order of churches, adopt ¢ imitations™
of the Psalter, and provide for themselves other
huaman compositions ; — '

?. . Believing to be false and unscriptural the
opinion that this variety is sanctioned by God,
&I.ld harmless, and that the matter of praise is not
given to the Church by her living Head, — it is not
enough for him simply to say so; but’ 1t becomes

Presbyterian denomi-
exclu-
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You, both, All orentures, but espocially Ohﬂﬁ'
L, e mqulwd to render it. m Ixxxvi. 12,
I:ll; ox x x vill, llu lev, 13 lexxix, b.

I, an God glven to us any directions how
wo nre Lo prodse him ?

Yo, o hin word, P, %, 13 lxxxvi, 12 elx.
A0, j-l‘)!ﬁal xlv, 9, Heb‘ xuln 15,

LV, For what are we to praise God
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CHAPTER 1II.
The Matter of Praise.

I. Is it optional with us, whether we co
the matter of our praise »

No. ‘God has prepared it for us in his word.
T'his is regulated by divine appointment. Je-

hovah has provided it for his saints, and says, ¢ Is
any merry, let him sing psalms.”” Jam. v. 13. Di-
vine appomtment reigns in the whole plan of re-
demption, and as completely in designating the
matter and manner of our praise, as in the incar-
nation of his Son.

II. Do we not compose our prayers from his
\émc'ld;, without any book especially appointed by

od?

Yes. In prayer we are regulated by circum-
stances. It is the language of dependence, and
18 varied by our condition. While we are to ¢ ac-
knowledge God in all our ways,” and to * pray

without ceasing,” he has, by one short and per-
fect form, said, ¢ after this manner pray ye.” He

has not given to us any book of prayers ; and God
has not said, ‘“and thou, when thou prayest,”

pray Job, or pray Proverbs, or pray Psalms.
III. Is it proper for the ministers of Christ to

Mpose

r N
compose SCrmons, and g
truth to the pcople 1n his na

s n - t
which makes 1t necessary, - .
record the matter which we are to use in this part

p
. g ¥ q - L ‘n Ty Ty A ¥ - .
.fk (l ‘i'lfl i."f' | [ i I _" 'I fj 1 l i % b l ! F,.l ‘

sive their own views of s
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It is. Christ has ncither given 1O them any

~r told them to preach Isaiah,

book of sermons, 1 |
Luke, or John; bu
to every creature.

out an inspir
shun to declare the

2 Cor. ii. 15, 16.

t «go and preach the gospel
»  « Preach the word.,” With-
~d book of sermons, they must “ not
whole counsel of God.”

in the nature of praise

thing
R hat God himself should

of worship: _ PO .
Yes. Inprayer we can in some degree Know Ot

1 wants, and in fulfilment of the divine prom-
;);;:1&&011' xii. 10,) ¢“the Spirit also helpeth our
: firmities.” Rom. viii. 26. In preaching, also,
we may become able ¢ rightly to divide the word
of truth,” until we come to “the full assurance
of understanding ;> but in praise, God alone can
determine what he will accept as *“the fruit of
our lips.”” Matt. xv. 9. Mark vil. 7. Ps.cv. 2.
1 Chron. xvi. 9. Ps. Ixxx1. 2.

V. When was praise first publicly given to God
by the church »

We read of it first at the shores of the Red
Sea, when ¢ the church” (Aects vii. 38) was de-
livered from her enemies. Ex. xv. 1.

VI. When did praise become a stated part of
divine worship ?

More particularly when the worship of Jehovah
was established at Jerusalem, in the days of Da-
vid, who spake as he was moved by the Ioly

Ghost; and 18 called by Geod, ‘the sweet
psalmist of Israel.” 2 Sam. xxiii. 1, 2. 1 Chron.
XV. 16, 19, ¢¢s | f ol

VII. Was praise subsequently a part of divine
warship ?
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erl\‘;e all the psalms?
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p](}}"(ld‘ more ox1011;:i;e.]y: %)thlCCﬂuSO he Wasazlll(ll_
part of the word of God any otheyr, ;

the Holy Ghost,

IX. What name w o}

_ : ' ‘as originally o

part of the Holy Scriptur WA i, that
o P A y iptures which is thys calleq

It was called ¢ Tehillim,”

praises, because it was oiven a :
vine praise to the chu%ch of qég}(;.eir? le?ter o
4 A g 70 4 e - ery future
8 also called ¢Psalms,” because m
of these *“spiritual songs” were, at the temaﬁy
worship, sung with the psaltery. Parts of %hi
book have other names, as Mizmor, Shir (46
title,) Tehillah, (145, title,) Tephilah, (17, 86, 90,
102, titles,) Prayers, Shir-hammacholoth (120—:
134,) Odes of Ascension. They are also called,
1 the Septuagint, Psalmoi.

X. When were the Tehillim, or Psalms written
and formed into a book ?

They were written in a manner similar to the
other parts of Seripture, (Heb. i. 1,) during a
period of nearly one thousand years, and were
co}lected into one book, probably by ¢ Ezra the
priest, a scribe of the law of the God of heaven.”
T'hey stood in their present numerical order in the
days of the apostles. Acts xiii. 33.

- XI. Were other songs, beside those contained
in 1(:111;3 Book of Psalms, composed during that pe-
riod

Yes, many. Such as the Song of Deborah,
(Judg. v. 12,) the song of the well, (Num. xxi.

that is, hymnsg Or

-
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17 ]8,) thoe 100/ HONES of %010:(1011, and oth-
cr.‘;.(H Were not these then given as ‘phf‘: matter
Of' L}lor. praise, or are they not (;omm:{..nded to be
sun.;:gjby the church in all future r:,;,;f:%}(: i

No. As we read of d‘lfﬂ;:r(:nt books 1n fc‘,lz'}p-
ture, such as the book of (;z{,r.l, of Nathan, of Je-
hu 'of Jasher, and the Epistle fmm‘ Laodicea,
which were not collected 1nto the sacred cano,
by the Holy Ghost, so W€ thus know, thi).t by
the same divine sovereignty, the songs thus no-
ticed, or even recorded, were ephemeral as matter
of praise; while the songs contained in the
«« Sepher Tehillim,” or Book of Psalms, and col-
lected and placed In onc book by the Spirit, are
a part of “the word of God, Wh_lch 1_1veth and
abideth forever,” selected by infinite w;s,'llsdom, and
given expressly as the matter of praise to the
ochurch until the end of time. The same princi-
ple applies to any isolated and _occasional hymns
or songs, which may be found in the New Testa-
ment.

XIII. Were any attempts made to add to the
Book of Psalms, after it was completed 2

Yes. The 151st psalm was fabricated, and at-
tempted to be added to the then perfect book,
nearly three hundred years before ¢ the Christian
era.”” Sept. Ps. 151st.

XTIV. Is such an attempt authorized by God?

No. It arises from the depravity of our nature,
and the opposition of our wills to the divine will,
and consequently forms a part of what the Holy
Ghost calls ¢ will worship,” which has a show of
wisdom. Col. 11. 23.

XYV. Is, then, this book called the Book of
Psalms, by the Holy Ghost ? :

Yes. It is so called, both by Jesus Christ and
by the Spirit, Luke xx. 42. Actsi. 20. Heb.
iv. 7. ——
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XVIII. When Chyie Kol
cousness,” and by ]]11111227(;?;]?0]“ 1‘.‘0 fulfil aly Fieht.
complete the oracles off (L;;) ]1““‘?11_:1*:“1 Apostles to

Yes, both did. 1\1‘1?1: }%}L]?v; ']“I(“l '

T vl . o0, Mark xiv. o
Acts xvi. 25. Ps. xxii. 22, Heb. ii ]‘5k s
otl)éix‘: ]*)id they deliver, by inspiration, any

psalms, hymns, or spiritual sones.”’ than
tho.f}e contaimned “in David”’? Hob. iv. b7.’

_ No. One such psalm or song would be a treas-
ure for the edification of the saints, if “the
Psalms” had been simply Jewish; and yet it
would not afford a precedent or warrant for unin-
fpired men to make human hymns, and sing them
as praise to God. Is.i. 12.° Hos. xiii. 2.

XX. What is a human hymn, psalm, or spir-
1tual song ?

One, of which the arrangement and composi-
tion are made by uninspired men, and not by the
authority and wisdom of God, even although the
sentiment be taken from, and agree with, some
portion of Scripture. It has “a show of wisdom ;"
vet it is only man’s opinion which will be op-
posed and contradicted by the opinion of some
other mar. metrically expressed, in language, to
his mind equally scriptural. Consequently, ¢ of
making manry’’ hymn “ books there is no end.’””
We have now more than one for cach Sabbath in

Ly Vish o
of praise to God 3 s Chuy e to )
y B (-\
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all supplanting ¢ the Lord’s song,
and in their furn gsupplanted by the
kill and caprice of other men. Such
matter of praise, are, MoOreover,

Yo 66 wrill vorshi y ke, 1. L% b A
Pu}"{“‘)[gfli \ch Eho pgggms adapted to the condition

of saints in New Testament times, as the matter of

\ir praise ? 4
tll%]éslfl'}}ﬁzy are “an epitome of the Bible, adaPted
to the purposes of devotion.” (Bp-. H?m’e’.) They

nti10e ‘b fne wora O g
are cmphatically ¢ ke d of Christ Portrai'l'
ing especially the work of the Sp1_r1.t in the so
oft;nan, in all its stages and conditions Q:E being,
from his ¢ creation anew in Christ Jesus ”’ to the
enjoyment of eternal glory. :

JX%(II. Do they not present the Messiah only
as a Savior to come ?

No. They present his incarnation, (Ps.xl. 6—S8.
Hecb. x. 5,) his public teaching, (Ps. xL 9. Luke
iv. 16—22,) his death, (Ps. xxii. 1 ; xxxi. 5. Luke
xxiil. 46,) his ascension, (Ps. Ixvii. 18. Aects 1.
2—9,) sitting down at the right hand of Geod, (Ps.
cx. 1. Actsii. 34. Heb. i. 13; x. 12, 13,) and
his whole mediatorial work, as far as it has been
accomplished, as it really 1s. Luke xxiv. 44.

XXIII. Do they not contain curses and impre-
cations upon owr enemies, contrary to the com-
mand, (Matt. v. 44,) * Love enemies >’

No. Not upon our enemies, but upon ke ene-
Tgeszgf Christ.  Ps. Ixix, 20—25; cix. 8. Aectsi.

o ALk

XXIV. Have they not g

—

quently become less adaptec

NO- AbOOk Oallhﬂot bﬁ *onNsS1ae
its author lives. He may, at any -
remodel it; consequently, while God lives, the
Psalms cannot and will not become obsolete ; and
for this reason they are a song ever new. Ps.

the year,
(songs,)
poeti(:ali |
compositlons, as
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XXV Wer
K € they not Someth
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No. For the ( an

azint «« Mox >lans haq
Chllstlgn E;ZS gu%s.overy Sabbath ([av’u thOilddﬁrH%
semblies, (Aects xiii. 15,) and 001’1V01§s

VAL, AR ¥
14,) and therefore, Wheln g}?e,whx bl Col. i,
the b ey were thus directed,
y would easily understand, that the salmor
R mnows and odais prewmatikais were ObV"p : R
ity (o RE, LiaLs bviously the
‘ morim bhl} 1m, and Tehillim previously given
in the Book of Psalms, by the inspiration of God.
Besides, in the Septuagint, (Ps. Ixxii. 20,) and by
Josephus, (Antiq. B. VIL chap. 12,) the Tephiloth,
Or prayers of David, are called hymns.

XXVII. Do not these various terms indicate
different kinds of hymns, from those found in the
Book of Psalms, and authorize the composition of
religious poetry as the matter of praise ?

No. No more than the terms law, command-
ment, and statutes, in the 119th Psalm, denote any
thing different from the word of God, and author-
1ze, as the revealed will of Heaven, the writings

ot Josephus, the Koran, or the Book of Mormon.

XXVIII. When commanded to ¢ let the word
of Christ dwell in”” them ¢ richly,” if /is “ word "’
could not be found in the “ hymns and spiritual
songs ’ contained in the Book of Psalms, could
the Colossians and Ephesians remain upon the

carth, until modern hymnologists could supply its
gupposed defects ? '

children learn the old psalms:

issionaries. :
fiss szglics departed probably without

according to scriptural example, (Acts

the psalms
such solemn scenes, the |
by fm(;st suitable to the condition ot

or to that of any of his friends,

*whc; «« Jet the word of Christ dwell in them richly.
Ps. xlvi. Ivi. 1xxi11. cxXxl1t., &c.

0. They are supposed not to be adapted to

Qabbath schools. * You would not have the

';!’

Ans. The family circle is the Sabbath school

' 11 ; iii. 15. Gen.

£ Scripture. Ps. xcit. 1, 2 CXViL 15.
;)wiii. 15). 1 Tim. iii. 12. Deut. vi. 7. And if for
the benefit of those who have no pious parental m-
struction, this institution has been established, yet

every teacher must be assuredly guilty, who does

not teach his pupils, ¢ the word of Christ™ as the
matter of their praise, that it may dwell in them

rickly. If human hymns had any divine author-
ity, the varied contradictory compilations, which
abound, could, even then, only train the early
mind to contradictory doctrinal opinions, white
none of them will enable the scholar to say,
“Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might
not sin against thee.” Ps. exix. 11.

XXIX. What, then, are some of the reasons
why Christians should sing only ¢ the Book of
Psalms” in praise to God ?

1. The command >f God, (James v. 18,) which
ought to be sufficient for every saint. .f

2. He has given to us no additional hymns in
the New Testament, for the Book of Psalms was
previously perfect.
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the songs of Zion.

{“if?‘i-mfrf;‘sill{%j(;t 0\’(:%‘y .-]1 uman composition lacks
SHVARE appointment. ‘The command is not, make
‘a psalm,” but “sake’” one. Ps. lxxxi. 9.

0. Because the Psalms are vitally adapted to
our use, When we search the other scriptures,
we learn how others served God ; when we sing
“the Lord’'s song ” aright, we worship him our-
scives.  Ps, Ixiil.. 3+—5.,

7. Decause, the psalms being given by the same
Spirit who regenerates every Christian, they arc
precisely adapted to the growth of the soul in the
divine life, being ¢¢ the sincere milk of the word,”
by which the believer grows, (1 Pet. ii. 2,) when
e ““lets the word of Christ dwell in him richly.”’

8. Again, when ‘all nations shall call Christ
blessed,” his ¢ watchmen shall sing together with
the voice.” Is, lii. 8. ¢ They shall lift up their
voice, until from the uttermost parts of the earth
shall be heard songs, even glory to the righteous.”
Is. xxiv. 14—16. As they shall then see eye to eye,
they will sing together, in the unity of the faith,

‘“ the song of Jehovah,” (Ps. cxxxvii. 4,) — that
song which, given under the Old Testament dis-

gS.?l

consoled himself + Only made

Inspired to

the
moved by the ll'oll.;

and  Lpistles, yet
Lo supplant
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i d cotxtensively with the reign

¢ Messiah, is forcver «cthe song of the Lamb.
0O ¢cSSlally 1

| o 0. Rev.xv. 3, 4.
1)85(1})2}55‘ 1\\;;}’1?1;’ ;)salmody has been used by the

Savior ?
¢l 8] the death of our 7 '
iy cilnggﬁg (;’)l'imitivc churches, at Corinth, (%rc;(]?c
xixlr. 26,) at Ephesus, at Coloss®, and among
- 9 C

- - d
! . 7. James 1. 1, &N
Jve tribes, (Acts XXVi : |
Erwil? ) the Ps’ahns wore cxclusively used
L L4 ’

.o 4 .i. 22"
i 95, Heb. ii, 12, Fs. Xx1 ! :
jW‘ilzﬂ 1*)‘1-0m Justin Martyr, Clemens e

1% ' e Ohrvsostom, and others,
'-L}Clktuu1211;11’0c?tgf?lzﬁzli?:s’rcgpcc?tivc periods may 139
;uzllitilzllﬁly 1(::111*1‘10(1. « The hearts of the ,I’)IOUS: Rl
all ages, have felt the value of the Psalms. %ﬁh?-
nasius styles them, ¢ an epitome of the w (i')e
Seriptures ; 7 Basil, ¢ a compendium of all theolo-
oy.”  According to Charles Buck, “ St. Hilary,
bishop of Poitiers, is said to have bﬁgen— the first
who composed hymns to be sung in churches,
and he was followed by St. Ambrose. Most of
those in the Roman breviary were composed Dy
Prudentius.” ‘
3. Luther, while he raised the enthusiasm of
his countrymen by making for them poetical com-
positions, styled the Psalms ¢ a little Bible,” and
gave a metrical version of them to his churches.
4. When doctrine, governmeént, worship, and
discipline were farther reduced to scriptural pu-
rity by Calvin, he sang only the Psalms, in the
version “began by Clement Marot, and completed
by Beza. Guilliaume Franc set them to tunes, and
the people seemed to be infatuated with the love
of psalm-singing,”
5. The version of Hopkins and Sternhold was
completed in 1562, and soon after adopted by the
church of England, This denomination subse-
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i the United States appends a n
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ailgpo.%ltlons, yet, conscious of the v
. ]3?r}ty, for any addition to the 35al ,
Or( u)ed, that when any hymn i peilg, 38 de
the Psalter shall be sung also.” TTESaRaton of

Assembly of the Chur

ch :
when perse of Scotland. 1In 1745

1 cution no longer purified her
carned ease became not uncommon ai

ministry, she added to the Psalms some
SR e grew to the (perfect ?) number of sixty-
seven pieces, called ¢ paraphrases,” with an ap-
pendage of five hymns, all which were adopted by
the Assembly, June 1, 1781. ;
| By many of the present generation, who have
from infancy found them bound with ¢ the Book
of Psalms,” the ¢ paraphrases” are viewed as i
they were inspired — collected 1n the same man-
ner — and prepared by the same divine appoint-
ment and authority to be the matter of J chovah’s
praise, as the Psalter has been. 7This common
ypinion 1s false.
7. By “the pilgrim fathers,” the Psalms were
oxclusively used, not only on board of the May-
flower, but for twenty-seven years after thelr

‘anding at Plymouth. To a second edition of
Rliot, Weld, and Mather’s version, published 1n
1647, ¢« a few spiritual songs were added. Therr
~salms were those of the New England version,
and they scldom used a hymn.” — Hood's Hustory
of Music in New England, P- 79.

This was affirmed of the pious in New England
in the eighteenth century.

g 01(1, and
nong her
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the last three quarters
hing else, superseded

anyv Protestants ¢
the Psalms among I’I}‘lgﬁl}zl hymns of the Rev. Dr.

Tae ™ imimuo&iitten about 1719, Were repub-

Watis. These,_ca :h 1741, the Psalms « imitated

Christendom? In the Established
1. Among Episcopalians i Tand ‘el 30 U

« Protestant Episcopa

States,” the Psalter, with _
hymns, to be sung as above directed, (see Q. 30.

§ 5,) is used. The same may be affirmed of the
I utherans in Europe, while ¢ Hymns for the Use
of the People called Methodists, by John Wes-
ley,” are used there by his followers. In America
«« 3 collection of Hymns for the use of the Metho-
dist Episcopal Church, principally from the col-
lection of the Rev. John Wesley,” is set forth by
her bishops. i

9. Among Presbyterians. In Scotland, Eng-
land, and the British colonies, the Psalms, with

paraphrases, are used by all, excepting the Re-
formed, and perhaps a few others. In Ireland,
the Psalms alone are the acknowledged matter of
praise. In the United States, the Associate, the
Reformed, and the Associate Reformed Churches
profess to adhere exclusively to the Psalms, while
the General Assemblies, the Reformed Dutch
Church, and the Cumberland Presbyterians, em-
ploy human compositions. % '
3. Among the Congregational, or Independent
family of sects, Watts’ Imitations, or other human

hymns, are universally sung. To this branch of
2
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the ] rotestant faith m ddern hymng are {wy

almost whollv for ; Canl areorsl

their compositio, .
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XXXIII. Are d diffusion,

10t human hym;
: . ymns bettey a4,
to family worship than the Psalmg? *dapted

1*.21}* otherwise. No collection of human cq
positions can portray, in the lan Nnte 'f" oy
heart, the varied Joys and SOTTOWS S ] o ’ t.he
cident to a religious famil h i .n.Lh g R i
rrous families - LG (,, 4 nnl(:l-l.eha to all reli-
gious fami 1es.  Consequently, praise, as a part of
family worship, is comparatively unknown where
the Psalter is laid aside. ¢ The vorce of rejoicing
(Ps. exviil, 15) is scldom heard in any “ taberna-
cle” even ¢“of the rightecous,” where they do not
“ sing psalms.” Ps. xeil. e

XXXIV. Can any cases be presented in proof
of this fact ?

Yes. To say nothing of other lands,

~ . . * e - _ 1)
‘““ Those strains that once did sweet in Zion glide,

have made, and continue to make, nearly every
pious habitation in Scotland vocal with 11}’10 praises
of Jehovah. And, “in pious families” in New
England, for the first century and a quarter frf}iré
their settlement, “ two,were sung every day in e
week, and on the Lord’s day, not less than eig é
thus i*epeatin o cach Psalm not 1eiss than s1x timce
a vear.” — Hood's History of Music, p. 78. ”
XXXV, Is it then merely the preJ}ldlceand
cducation, which binds those PreSbYtell;la1il1:?d e
piscopalians who use them ; and that ho i d
Puritans in New England to the use of the 1'sa
veatah® -
< %&10({1 eIt is the paramount aut}}oﬁrity of dl’li;line
appointment in all things in religious worsi 1:;:
(Num. iii. 4; xix, 2. Lev. x. 1. 2 Sam, Vi 2:
Jas, v. 13. Col. 111. 190, Eph: ¥ 4.9 . P, xoY, E
cv. 2,3) the example of the Church in her pu;ets
times ; our own growth in grace; and the satety

= e ——
s
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ines must
clizion, as all erroneous doctrines m
of true reiiglon, .

ing n hymns for their prop-

have COI:TCSP gr%%gntib.s};lln?qa are}exch}sively a(f!aptcd

ot z fal'lm of doctrine which 18 according to
ot - < only called Calvimsim. .

ervice of God, we ought always to crr}-

1)1(:)[51;1 ?}11?3 Sbest:, (Mal. 1. 8, 14 ;) conseq}lirllltl); n?eo

should never substitute 1n the place (31 . 1;}el e :

living, and ¢ incorruptible word of Goal, - e -

riable, contradictory, and' unscriptural e um(cl)j :

of man, such as the following specimens from dif-

ferent authors : —

‘¢ My broken body thus I give, 5
For you, for all; take, eat, and live.

30th Par. ver. 3.

‘“ Still all may share his sovereign grace,
In every change secure.”

‘“ Condemns reluctant, but extends
The hope of grace to all.”

62d Par. ver. 9, 10,
‘“ Go with our armies to the fight,
Like a confederate God.”’ _
Watts’s Imitation, 60, 5. Ed. ed.

“ He comes to make his blessings flow
Far as the curse is found.”

23 2 Watts’s Im. Ps. 98, 3.
0 Samson, when his hair was lost
g{let ihii Pﬁilistines t0 his cost; .
00X IS vain limbs with sad surprise
Made fecble fight, and lost his eyas.’ '
‘ Watts's Hymns, book 1st, hymn 15, ver. 5.
“ Of every preacher I’d com -
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(« l o - .
ﬁh : Lord, with trembling T confesg
sracious soul may fall from ¢

Meth. E. Hymn :
“Of my Savior possest, o b
I was perfectly blest,
As if filled with the fulness of God.”
““Ah! where am I now! |
When was it, or how
That I fell from my heaven of grace.”

Hymn 86, 6, 7.

Or the following, from ¢ Second A
| 2 dvent
Hymns,” (Ed. Lowell 1842,) hymn 3d
“ The Plain Truth.” - {4

““Send the glory, send the glory,
Send the glory, just now.
Send the power, send the power,
Send the power, just now.
Shake the sinner, shake the sinner,
Shake the sinner, just now.”’

Such specimens form, probably, not the one
thousandth part of the fruits of human opinion
and “will-worship,”” which might be pro_duced; ;
vet thev show to us, that no attainments in holi-
hess will warrant even a regenerated man to
claim for his writings inspiration ;"and no man,
unless “ moved by the Holy Ghost,” can * praise
the name of God with a song” of his own mak-
ing, which ¢ shall please the Lord better ﬂ]llaI;
whole burnt-offering.”” The true Chf;lStlan }?
¢ this testimony, that he %leases God,”” when he
SINg salms to him with grace.

Sm‘?% el'Iiold, to obey is better than sacrifice.”” ¢“The

2 11, 6.
words of the Lord are pure words. Ps. x11.
« Add thou not unto his words, lest he reprove

thee, and thou be found a liar.” Prov. xxx. 6.
Rev. xxii. 18.
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CHAPTER III.

The Manner of Prazse.
by far the noblest aim.”
Burns.

¢ be offered to God ?

With the voice, with ¢ the spirit, and with the
anderstanding.” Ps. xxx. 13 cxlv. 1; Ixvi. 1/.
Heb. xiii. 15. I Cor. xiv. 1. Ps. X}ll. 4, |

II. Whv should praise be offered with the voice.
Does not God fully know all silent thoughts ?

Sentiments are capable of being rendered not
only more attractive, but also more impressive, by
their combination with musical sounds, especially

when we ¢¢ sing with grace 1n our hearts, ma.king
melody to the Lord.”’

11I. Why should praise be offered with the
understanding ?

Some sounds are adapted to sentiments of social
pleasure, others to emotions of sorrow ; some to
matters of sentimental taste, and others, the re-
verse ot all these, to the worship of God.

1V. May not then any musical sound be em-
ployed with propriety in the worship of God ?

¢t They tune their hearts,

I. How should prais

the case — to associate, by t
ings of military prow
bacchanalian revellin
vah,” ‘“in the agssem

V. Why must

spirit ?

. une, the ideas and feel-
°SS, amorous yearnings, or
gs, with « the song of Jeho-
bly‘ of the saints.”

Prase be offered with the
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Without ¢ )IT]

/11 1€ spirit, prais

| - ] y Praise, as g t 1o

worship, would r ’ e

WOrs! JUld niot be accen f

1V. 23, 24. -
VI Was praise, as a part

God, under the patriarchal dj

ﬂ?:fﬁ‘t tj) far as we are Informed. We there fing
the postartte o b DUSie Was eazly cultivated

-C postenity of Cain. “Genyiv. R Waahi cd by
Ot assured that praise wag eiven 01 thore bwe are
OT Instrumental music to God, previ "
days of Moses. e VPO &

. vii, ¥ Whaj: manner was praise celebrated
under the Mosaic dispensation 3

At the Red Sea, the whole congregation (Ix.
xv. 1,) sang, and at the conclusion of their WOor-
ship, the women sang ““ with timbrels and with
dances.” Ex. xv. 20.

VIII. How was it conducted subsequently ?

'y singing, frequently accompanied with instru-
mental music, especially in the magnificent wor-
ship of the temple, (1 Chron. xxiii. 6. 2 Chron.
xx1X. 25,) which was arranged by ¢ David, the
man of God.”” Neh. xii. 36. '

IX. Was instrumental music employed 1n
Jewish worship by the appointment of God?

Yes., Always at the temple, after its erection,
on the days of their great and qolemn festivals,
and at the offering of the morning and evening

sacrifice ; but never in their synagogues, the “3“{11
places of weekly worship. Instrumental music
was of various kinds in their solemnities, al‘}d
bore the same relation to praise that incgnse dl.d
to prayer. The one was always an accompani-
ment of the other. At the temple worsh1p,_or
under the Mosaic dispensation, both were -
stituted by divine appointment, (1”(_3111'011*. xmﬁl'
5. Kz iii. 10, 11, 12, 2 Chron. wvii. 14. Lutti!
. 10. 1 Chron. xxiii, 13,) and both instrumenta
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music and incense were by the sacrifice of Christ

superscded together. Ps. exli. 2. Mal. 1. 11.

Rev. v. 8. Acts x. 4, 30, 1. Rev. vi. 1, 3, 4.
X. Was instrumental music in use when

Christ was on the earth? _ ‘ |
Yos. Both it and the varied sacrifices of slain

beasts were in use at the temple. ‘
XI. How long was instrumental music con-

tinued in divine worship *?

By the Jews, instruments wcere probably used
at the temple until the destruction of it by Titus.
By the primitrve Christians they were never
employed. ¢“The weak and beggarly clements ”’
of Jewish ¢ bondage,” sacred persons, places, and
things, priests, altars, temple, sacrifices, ineense,
robes, and instrumental musie, all, all alike per-
1shed from acceptance in the worship of God,
when Emanuel exclaimed on the cross, It is
finished.”

XII. Do we find any express repeal of the use
of Instrumental music in the New Testament ? or
did our Savior, the evangelists, or the apostles
Warn us against harp, psaltery, or organ, in the
praise of God ?

New Testament writers tell us what obser-
vances God requires under the gospel, not what
Institutions were abrogated.
the TLord’s supper 1s to be perpetually ac

sacritice of praise to God continually, that is, the
fruit of our lips, giving thanks to hy):s n:zmmi t?ze
“sing with grace, making melody in our hearts,
the word of Christ contained in the Book

Psalms. Heb. xiii. 18, Jam. v 13.

XIIL. Was instrumental music used any where
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clse but toy :
ar Suviey e temple, in worship, i t) -
our Savior or Ot ]1‘[3 ;]I)(‘)Stleg N ’ 1€ dayS 01

NO lt W :
AN 0, vas always confi
LyX ) llod Ollti -

‘Bl w : J 1 3
t(jmplo. (unless we call the soundin 0%} to the
trumpets by the priests, in t S O the holy

., ) | he time ~f
ship,) after God had chosen Sy,

Jerus

Y ¢ > 3 2% ‘ E- N 310111 t | 1 Q

Nnamc ﬂuloz and Imstraments of any ](? lc)iut his

never used in the synag e g g s were
= ws do not

- Jogue,

1S 10T £ : INS

15€, NOor even tolerate, mstruments in their wor
n that they never did

ship now, and it is know
Hence Paul, in all his journeyings, could not find

a single harp, psaltery, or

© B .
reagious assemblies of his %
e his countrymen, beyond

the precincts of the temple; and of course he
IEVET gave any warning or reproof against instru-
ments.  As the evil did not exist, the reproof of
1t could not be expected. He, however, speaks, in
language bordering on contempt, of ¢ things
without life giving sound,” especially ¢ sounding
brass, or a tinkling cymbal.” 1«Cor. xiii.r1;
V.

XIV. When was instrumental music perma-
nently introduced into the Christian church?

It was introduced into the church at Rome,
about 671, by Pope Vitalian; and the use of
it was defended, not from Secripture, but from
the assertion of “a power in the church to de-
cree rites and ceremonies;’’ and by this assertion
onlv can it now be maintained. 450 unla.wful
was it previously considered, that both the Chris-
tians and the Arians would have reckoned 1t a

return back to Judaism to permit it in their pub-
lic worship. “In the time of Justin Martyr,
instrumental music was abolished ; and, says he,
psalms with organs and cymbals are ﬁttel," to
please children than to instruct the church.” —
Romaine.

V. Has it since been continued in the Papal

Church ?
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‘ ' the peo-
demanding tithes from
h III)?ul to the cause, 1O tell them of the

>, ’ ATy QS of the priCSt'
. f the mass, of 1ncense, g
rifice (()1 ~ oroans’; and all go together Wl@h

hood, an . which are heard in

eous compositions re hearc
;Lghf{o%r?;sgh church,”’ to edify ¢ the simple faith-

! d the reformed
: w have the reformers an
b o trumental music ?

et e 3 NS
churches viewed 1n ‘ :
Luther is said ¢ to have reckoned organs among

siens of Baal.” : . 12
th%:ll'i;lf says, ¢ In Popery there is a ridiculous

and unsuitable imitation of the Jews. Thej, the
Papists, employ organs and many other .lud.lcrous
things, by which the word and worship of God
are exceedingly profaneds” &c.

Beza calls them ¢ artificcal musical perform-
ances, which are addressed to the ear alone, and
seldom strike the understanding even of the per-
formers themselves.”

‘““That organs were an abomination to our ven-
crable fathers, (says the Presbytery of Glasgow,)
1s an historical fact, established by the most unex-
ce}:)tlonable authorities.”

_ The General Assembly of the Kirk of Scotland,

n }1644': say, ‘“ Many corruptions are removed,

Such as altars, and the great organs at Paul’s and

Peter’s, of London, are taken down.” Tt ma

here stated, that the simple s S '" “ fma.y

Presbyterian worship doespnont R il
ISP does not admit

to decree rites
of God.”
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st : L LO0 mMuch reoasn.
nlOI‘lI‘\' ' p . . E 103 a_rLl f S fX ?.1
.i];a P‘I‘P‘“E‘O into such « \‘:ﬂ] w0011 ]d‘nme au-
1, { o3 Hi‘ﬂlo s Bevk S *sdlp 85 d
‘ ~ » ’ s )Oll : r h ’ (].-].
named after him, in }‘\Iﬂ R PIesented the town

their B L8008 & °ox Ssachuset
1e1r Puritan feeling o tS, with an organ,

et _ 0 N . A
S1Ves ““sound ™ in the E; i?ted Mo gift. It still
port, R. T. P church, at New-

L'he first orca;
. O Vigal Illade il '

- e . Y 4w S 1 h : >
1N Boston (excent; iy ank
e Dke;\égfﬂmg among Episcopglians)lfxziri
= = U 1308. It is to the boasted ¢ 1joh
(D€ nineteenth century,” in : 1ght of

Compositions ” of the choir and o
‘E:,:*e periormances of ¢ the man of sin” himself
p thosc 20T3Cous compositions which are heard in
the Romish church.”

};ﬂ l1I. Are not purer devotional feeline and
& decper tone of piety produced by a cho?r, or
WIilh mstrumental mausic, than by vocal and con-
tional singing ?
No. The supposed act of worship by proxy

it at all equal that in which we personally
e. When we listen to the musical per-
nces of others, we are in the mean time
prevented from worshipping God ourselves ; from
“giving to him the fruit of our lips,” and from
singing “ psalms to him with grace.” Ps. xcv. 1, 2.

UQ
|
D

JQ
)
ct

ickled ears no heartfelt raptures raise; i
o unison have they with our Creator’s praise.

—

ne ¢
L A

¢

XIX. As organs are fixtures in churches, 18
not all that i1s performed on them sacred ?

No. Since instrumental worship in the Jewish
ternple was superseded by the sacrifice of Christ,
when ¢ the vail was rent in twain,” nothing per-
formed on any instrument, on any * thing without
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.o oivine sound,” is sacred ; although I'Cﬁl}ed
e, - ‘des and distributes musical

' ality divi

sentimentailly . e oL
qirformances, according to 'Scmnmhc tisi% a{\»ll(jl
Euman fancy, in tae following order : e

’ - rorent styles of which the in-

anoht out the different sty _ i
bt1 zﬁient (a magnificent organ) 18 cap_able_, with
3(fimirable cffect, from the truly ecclesiastical to
the operatic and secular.””— B. fiec. March 2, 1849.
<X. Isthereany connection between the adop-

tion of an uninspired ps:(_llmody and the use of
s atruments in the worship of God:

The one usually leads to the other. Where
moen take the liberty of substituting human eff}l:-
sions for ¢ the word of Christ,” it will not be dit-
ficult, when the means can be obtained, to * chant
to the sound of the viol, and invent to themselves

instruments of music like David.”” Amos v. 23;
V1. 9.

XXI. What, then, is the duty of Christian
churches in this matter?

In whatever manner governed, they ought, as
Protestants, carcfully to avoid all unauthorized
worship, either in the matter or manner of praise ;
to abide by that which is commanded, recollect-
ing that all the embellishments and meretricious
ornaments, with which human skill invests the
matter and manner of our praise, are similar to
the armor of Saul when placed on David. 1 Sam.
Xvil. 39. They form no appointed part of the
3 armor of God’ in the Christian ¢ warfare,”
(Eph. vi. 11,) and they must be cast aside, or Wée
will mmeur the displeasure of ¢ g jealous E}od e
spread, under his diSapprobation, Splﬂtual dea;;h
over the churches of Christ; cause his children t

: Va— - 1S children to
weep 1n secret places; the men of this
rejoice, and the enemies of Christ to blasn

X XIL What, then, should we sing to t}
of God ? &
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lij\.[:‘.}l‘;.
Our own edification an

. " | 2 ¥ . '
only the Book of Psalms ; not any ¢

Individually we may say

- - O L&
1 safety lie never, never be wrong

1+ a1t ¥ to GOd! L
but “the word of Christ >’ ; M e

: 1tself, in ¢ ’ : I in the heavens high
\ e WP A 2 — ave 11 - t S
h}( ral and vOTTCCt version which cap be 0{)?: e @ “]1_::)’13?1“};@9 O Lord, alone ? ’— P’s. 73.
li\otwnhstamhng numerous minoy defe tamEd' | ' k val
Scotch or Presbyterian ¢ VerS1ion ig °*% ‘the ¢« Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale,

hole, the hast.” = X7 : S, upor . -
W h.olf ; t'hc. best. When using 1t, ¢« % EWEUh Yet will 1 fez}ihnonee ;1111(,1 thy rod
satisfaction to know, that w For thou art with me,

very words of inspiration : *’ and in the“ In the _ And staff me comfort still.”’— Ps. 23.
~ wxr ¢ - . O 1111011 Of ) -

O . verson o vt of having s e Ll na it

Rev. i"*lll. hl'n‘.omcr'.'l,inetCsr:g}r.slg;ol*:t'F1 I? ng Iiopkirﬁs ) S &rfg ﬁlgt}l:lltfg;’l Sl?lfzi;;’ ‘S‘ie,n L wake,

sentiment of the Holy Spirit, Thatg' o A | I satisfied shall be. ’— Ps. xvii. 15.

1S very rarely

lost, and this should silence CVery objection — ;7

.8 the word of God. Morcover, the Version comes
nearer to the original than any I have ever seen
except the Scotch.” Some Judicious verbal amend-
ments, by the omission of antiquated words,

And when nothinz but lis own appointed mat-
ter shall be offered in praise to God, how soon
will then be heard, «from the uttermost parts of
the earth, songs, even glory to the righteous!”’

; . : Then ¢“the ransomed of the Lord shall return,
would be truly desirable if Presbyterians could - : and come to Zion with songs; the church of the
unanimously make them. living God being then ‘¢ established in the top of

XXIII. In what manner, then, should we sing

the mountains, all nations shall flow unto 1t, sing-

these sacred songs to the praise of Jehovah ? ing together with the volice, saying,—

Always as an act of divine worship, with the

spirit and with the understanding, with our voice,. 1 2 “Al}da?ds to God, in joyful sounds,
and with grace in our hearts, making melody to e Of t Z’ﬁ)lﬁl voices raise :

the Lord — individually — in families — and in the A 25, reh the honor of his name,
house of God. Avoiding the decorations of a y

theatrical and sentimental taste, and delighting
ourselves in the word of Christ after the mwalid
man, we will grow in grace and in the _kn.ow -
cdge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ; we
will come to an innumerablé company of angeiIIS:
to the spirits of just men made perfect, and da ;
Join with them in singing the song of Moses an
of the Lamb. _ | . .
While others, in offering praise in human com- A >
positions, to their own Master must stand or fall,
we, 1n singing psalms when merry, can never,
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As the vindication of the ordj

going form, may be considered me
mind,

nance of Praige In

Or at 21 11

- . it best, the opinion of g
[ subjoin the views of the Rev
of England, author of the ¢ Ljfo

He writes w) |

‘1tes with an
A ! earnestness and warmth befittine the sub
ject : and no one acquainted 5 SN D-

vith his life and writi '
& Writings w
suppose that he was actuated by any other motiv S

for the glory of God and the purity of the church.

e than zcal

44 - - o
4 m]'{:lllgirseelsfano.thgr thing relating to the Psalms — I cannot call

_ e, Tor 1t 1s a total neglect of them. They are quite
rg_]ected In many congregations, as if chere were no such h)q/mns
given by inspiration of God, and as if they were not left for the
use of the church and to be sung in the congregation. Hu-
man compositions are preferred to divine. Man’s poetryis
exalted above the poetry of the Holy Ghost. Is this right?

The hymns which He revealed for the use of the church, that
we might have words suitable to the praises of Immanuel, are
which means the word of man has got a

2hove the word of Ged; yea, so far
It is not difil-

s stranee practice. Our people had lost
| They did not see their
tal religion

quite set aside : by
preference in the church ! |
as to exclude it entirely from public worship.

cult to account for thi

sight of the meaning of the Psalms.

relation to Jesus Christ. This happened when VI
, more than a century ago.

< N 3 - 7
¢« My complaint is agalnst preferring men’s poeins

word of God, and preferring them to 1
ho quarrel with Dr. Watts, or any

wonld not wish all their poems bl}rpt.l
Christian congregations chut out divinely-

words of a Ppr

, »tter than the
g cred to the wisdom of

man was to be prefe
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for fheix Spas ! "ot these be used in th

intment ?
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g l ivate singing
vate people or private £ .
service. Why should the Ryovl : P hy shou
despised as to become quite out O 1:;59(:;;l

Watts, or any other hymn maker, no }im entire
dence of the Holy Ghost, but also thrust him

to the good
‘¢t in the church. I have
" living or dead versifier. I
My concern 1 to see
inspired gsalf{ns, ami

' ] - ) words of a poe
take in Dr. Watts’s flights of fancy i)palfe::f élrleas A
'of God. When the

' i Lord God has made 2
church is met together in one place, the ord o eation -

ding $0Godte SRR app?mt of the church in 1ts public

v take the préece-
e ely out of the
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[hsomuch that the rhymes of a man are magnified
| of God, even to the annihilation of 1t 1n many
If this be richt, men and brethren, judge yc.
is to be compared with the Psalms of God?
1g of any human verses an ordinance,
such as is promiszed, and 1s given
to the singing of Psalms: For what reason, then, are they
set aside in the church? Why are the words ol ma«n’s genius
preferred to the words of Inspiration ? Singing of psalms is
commanded by divine authority, and commanded as a part of
divine worship; not left to man’s wisdom how to provide for
it, but is expressly provided for in the good word of God.
And is not great contempt put upon this 1nfinitely wise pro-
vision, when it is quite disused 1In the church, and man’s
word is preferred to it? What would you think of them who
should throw aside all the Secripture, and never read 1t at all
in the congregation? And is it not an offence of the like na-
ture, totally to neglect a part, a chiet part ot it, which was
recorded for the use ot the churci, nd 1 which 1ts members
were to sing the high praises of thenr (rod ° Itis hereby treated
ai. useless and good for nothing. A very gross affront 1s put upon
;, e love and wisdom which revealed this divine colleetion of
tﬁ/mr_ls,ﬂ_and the church is deprived of the blessing promised to
tre@-azi]nnmg tﬁ:them, }vherehy It IS robbed of one of its choicest

res. any thing be sacrilege, this 1s. The Psalms are
stolen out of the church. and tl I |
e : , and thereby the members ure de-
prived of the blessings promised to the singi £
Codiwilk rita i Se{ e singing of them ; for
o gt give you the end if you neglect the means. Fre-
st hav:as :gmm{inr_ﬂs in the Old Testament to sing psalms
(not something ‘l;el'ﬂ_»d in the New: for instance, let the worJ
: g beside it, but the word) of Christ itsel
In you richly in all wi ' g R g
i wisdom, teaching and ad ishi _
another in psalms, and hvmn s oo g s e 3
not different thin. b ymns, and spiritual songs. These are
: ngs, but different names for th n
tion of Psalms. as th | s for the same callec-
I M e ey treat of different subjects.

; W Irom very clear testimony that th 11 -
sung in the Temple until its final y that the Psalms were
tain that Christ made use Bf o geSaction, We re cer
lowed his exarmat. T0c Use of the Psalms. His apostles fol
and Colosse, made the sinu:ig;c ?si;ef Corinth, and Ephesus,
gqrshrp- Such of the twelve t :j;b salms part of their public

CINg persecuted for Christ’s sake efﬁff were scattered abroad,
were 1n a happy frame ; for thev w sing psalms when they
dence of tke use of psalms ;l rch history affords abundant evi-
faith, and of their bejug Sunwni ezeh?’ country converted to the
worship. This has been -“; 2 church as a part of public

™ . 1, | . gt as,e iﬁ &ve ; We' : .!l: .:
::11 ';zl:illllz:onE ug‘:bai upsnﬁt;;v?nc%gf t i&ﬂs s.unig i#aﬂ ;letl};(:;: u:g{
psalms in praise of Christ and his deity, In the tihe l";?}::i?g

Martyr, instrumental music was abolished, and he hichly co
g' ¥y com-

/
church !
ahove the WOIC

congregations.

¢« What poetry
VWho can mal«;q the singir
or give a blessing to them,
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mends singing with the voice. heo
organs and cvy : 1 j pomad
o ond cymbals, are fitter to pleas
struct the church. In | ‘
psalm singing,
ordinance. &

has been, till of late years

leave the ancient beaten path,
better? How came w

Christ, than his apostles, and the pPrimit; e Prophets, than
whole church of God ? They, with one
psalms in every age. Here I leave the re:f((I)

g - rrm - - "
lﬂ“‘?“m_?-‘*- Uhere '8 0ne plain inference tq be de f
'€NCe ; none can easily mistake jt. May he seq it made  from
ment, and follow it in his practice. Wi dug

o T'h . ‘ ] i
What, say some, 18 1t unlawful]

; , to sine :
tions in the church? How can th g human COmposi-

Lt be P VVhy tl I
| : | . 1ey N g
thmn at Hll(_..h g | leCC, aml S[l{:h g | pl:.lce o .‘.'{l'(‘-{lt mel; 'llld “{;Ed
- ) ¢ =

men, aye,and lively ministers too. sine tham » <
your judgment :1gui':’15t theirs ? RIS, Iy ORA0 0D
““It 1s un odious t_hiqng to speak of one’s self, except it he to
magnify the grace of God. What is my private Judgment? I
sot 1t up against nobody in indifferent things: T wish to yield
o every man’s infirmity: for I want the same indulgence
mysell. Bul, inthe present case, the Scripture, which is our
only rule of judgment, has not left the matter indifferent,
God hus given us a large collection of hymns, and has com-
manded them to be sung in the church, and hLas promised his
blessing to the singing of them. No respect here must be
puld to names or authorities, though they be the greatest
on earth ; because no one can dispense with the command of
God, and no one by Lis wit can compose hymns to be com-
pared with the Psalma of God. I want a name for that man
who should pretend that he could make better hymns than tﬁe
Holy Ghost. His collection is large enough ; 1t wants n? ad-
dition. It is perfect as its Author, and not capable of any

But Why ?

J -
o

" : ' in the
imprevement. Why, in such a case, would any man 1n

world tuke 1t into his head to sit down and write hymns for til:g
use of the church? It is just the same as if he was hobw:ter
a new Bible, not only better than the old, but so muc esat-
t2at the old may be thrown aside. What a blasphemloﬁ A
tempt! And yet our hymnmongers, inadvertently, tot!)he’
have come very near to this blasphemy ; for they shut mlh '
Psalms, introduce their own verses into the church, sin t_ 9';}
with great delight, and, as they fancy, with great profit; &
though the whole practice be in direct opposition to the m
mand of God, and, therefore, caunot possibly be accompaniet
with the blessing of God.” o

‘““ The words of God are pure werds,” Ps. xii. 6.

, always one i unif‘d this subject,

o to be wiser thay thllave we found g

- b |
€r to his own re.




RECOMMENDATIONS

B il . — s

“Tais Catechism will be found to be a con

venient and useful manual.”
United Presbyterian.
““ The author has done justice to the subject
* In very short bounds, he has presented a ver
y clear and satisfactory vindication of the use ¢
the Scnpture Psalms, and these alone, as th'
matter of praise in the worship of God. Th:
-arguments are well arranged, and so plainly sta
-5k ted that he who runs may read. - A work hki
this was needed, and the study of it will be ¢ = =
5 useful help in farmhes.” — Covenanter. =~ %"fj‘iff?f,
“ In a brief space, and a clear, calm, scnpturm
Way, this little manual covers, we conceWe, the s
entire ground of the Psalmody question, and wil | i :i¢
” meet a cordial reception from all the friends o ;J*u
5 3 :,_ msplred songs and a simple worship. I '_:E_M
| &b W, price I%n‘d ﬁcenvement form will favor thi e
e 7o ‘wide- circulation which i thdeserves. ¢ AS a loves o
ST 2 of Scnpture order and truth; we say, from N
e ,,p ?" ful exammaﬁon of it, let it be W1de1y rea i ERE
- B -~ Christian Instruc ,
: 73\ ‘ & SEENERER NS O 8
. ~«] make it a text-book in my Bible classes =
ntend te leave New York in October, 18500 = =
ase send to me 200 ies for das it
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