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T H E
VOICE ofr GOD

PEOPLE or tuese UNITED STATES:

ey A MESSENGER ofr PEACE.

Mar. iv. 5, 6. MaTTu. xi. 10—14. Mark. 1. 2—38, &c¢:

Axxouncixg, THAT THE KINGDOM or CHRIST,
IN THE FORM OF “ A STONE oF STUMBLING,
AND ROCK oF OFFENCE,” 1s ABOUT TO CEASE;
AND THAT THE SAME KINGDOM IN THE FORM OF
“ tHE MOUNTAIN” 1s IMMEDIATELY TO BE SET
UP: OF WHICH KINGDOM THE THEOCRACY OF Mo-
SES WAS A FIGURE.

ReveELaTion x1. 13.
And the feventh angel founded, and there were great woices in
heavea, fuying— I'HE KINGDOMS OF THIS WORLD ARE

BECOME THE KINGDOMS OF OUR LORD, AND OF HIS
CHRIST, AND HE SHALL REIGN FOR EVER AND EVER.

By BAVID AUSTIN, A M.
A Servant of God and Minifter of Chrift, Elizabeth-Town;
State of New-jerfey, North America.—dpril 6, 17g6.
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VOICE or GO.D

PEOPLE or Tuese UNITED STATES.,

To tae PRINCES or T SANCTUARY, axp
to THE SAINTS cr THE MOST HIGH:—71o0
tHE RULERS ¢r our LAND, aAxD TO THE PEO-
PLE orF every RANK, witnour EXCEPTION
anp witHouT RESERVE,

P e —— 4o

Brethien in Chyi? Felucs, and Fellszo-Citizens,
J°J 3 ’

T having pleafed the Father of Mercies, in an uncome
mon manner, to ftir up, of late, an expeftation of a
ipsedy fulfilment of the great and glorious things, of which
the infpiration of God hath fpoken by the prophets, in an-
cient time ; and there being a degres of holy anxiety in the
minds of many of the dear people of God, to know what
the iffue of the prefent commotions in the earth, and of the
hopes excited, wiil prove to be; it is with no fmall fatisfac-
tion, and, I truft, not without fome fuitable emotions of
humility, both before God and in the prefonce of my fa-
thers and brethren in the miniftry, that I prefume to an-
nounce to the inhabitants of our land fome of the things,
which God, in mercy 2nd in judgment, is about to do.
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I have implored, and I now implore, that, of the infinite
mercy of our God, the 8pirit of Grace, the fountain of all
truth in the kingdom of Chrift and of God, may be com-
‘miffioned of the Father of Mercies to prefide in my thoughts,
and to guide my pen in all the things which I am about to
write; that from every temptation, fiom every fa:{chood,
and from every fnare, I may be preferved, fo that the truth,
and nothing but the truth, may be declared; and that the
effe&t of this publication and admonition may be {uch as
fhal! greatly redound to the glory of God, to the up-build-
ing of Zion, and to the comfort and falvation of many fouls.

Under impreffions fuch as, in a {pirit of meeknefs, I may
be permittéd to fay, gave rife to this fupplication, and fuch
as a confequent fenfe of my dependence on God for his
guidance and grace would produce, I proceed to fay—that

on the fifth day of February of this prefent year, A. D. 1796,
it pleafed the Author of my exiftence, through the power of
aiis Spirit upon my heart, through the miedjum and inftru-
anentality of his word, to call me to the knowledge and in-
veftiture of an office, defignated by the infpiration of God
in the holy fcriptures, of Av}hich office and of which call,
until that day, I knew as little as any other man. Of this
call, and of this inveftiture, thofe fhall hear and know more,
who may be, of the mercy of God, counted worthy to fys-
tain the thock of which I am about to fpeak. |

In this office, however, I have been called to act fince
February 7th, the fame being the Lord’s day; two days af-
ter my inward call and holy induétion by the Holy Spirit of
God. | ‘ -
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Of my infirmities and weaknefles in this miniftry, from
¢hat time until this day, the fame being April 6th, 1795,
about fixty days, it is fufficient that I fpeak before God :—
and were I fure it would not be thought tranfgrefling the
bounds of decorum, I might be induced to add, that let the
fentiments of individuals who have heard me expound on
the fcriptures, be either more or lefs conformable to what
they have heard from me as the true interpretation of pro-
phetic and figurative paffuges of f=ripture ; and let the voice
of ignorance or of miftzke have been what it may, I believe
that a very general impreflion is made on thofe who have
heard me iu public, or difcourfed with me in private, that a
fpirit of integrity appears to be the leading principle of my
heart. Thef: perfonal things may be excufed, efpecially
when it is remembered, that whenever any thing extraordi-
nary is faid to have happened in refpect to any one, efpecial-
ly in the concerns of the invifible and eternal world, no en-

quiry is more general or more immediate than—W#hat is
the fate or condition of the man?

if thefe noticings of perfonal matters in refpect to public
opinion may be excufed, the public themf:lves fhall judge
by what follows, whether a fpirit of truth or of error ap-
pears to have accompanied the efforts of integrity, to which

the indulgence of friendthip, and, I truft, of truth itfelf per-
mits the writer to lay claim. ’

O? the whole compafs of prophetic difcoveries through
which it has pleafed God by his Spirit to lead me, there
may not be need to fpeak ; and to many the effort even of
following might prove a burthen: and though the inves-
tigation might be highly entertaining to fome minds pecu-
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Liarly fuited > the labors of prophetic difquifition, yet, on
the {core of accommodation to the minds of the promifcu-
ous, intc whofc hands this tralt may fall, fuch will readily
renounce their claim to that repaf?, for which the ftrength
of their minds might be well preparced; it being poflibis
that even they may find matter worthy of fome folid medi-
tation, in the courfe of the general and leading hints which
may be dzoppcd 1 the progrefs of this exhibition.

~ Be it kaown then, and be it declared, on the authority
of eterna! truth, that the expeQations of the people of God,
rcfpe@ing fome great things which the Lord of the whole
earth is about to do, are not without frundation. The
fame mercifl God who cxcited the expe@ations of the
Jewifh nation, a little before the coming of the HoLy and
the Just ONE, hath excited the expeltations which now
prevail in the gofpel church; and as he fulfilled the antici-
pations of the former, as to the fa&, fo will he fulfl] the ex-
petations of the latier. In both cafes, however, it will
appear that the purpofes of the Deiiy were rot altogether
confonant to the calculations or expeftations of mer. In
the former cafe, they, in the eagernefs of their minds for
political dominion, had cverlooked the moral and devotion-
al qualifications, to which the kingdom of Chrift was pro-
mifcd, and which, in fa&, were the alone and indifpen{able
qualifications for recciving it; and, in the latter cafe, it will
be well if the anticipations of the fuppofed felicities of a
millennial {tate, are not found fo have outrun the fubftantial
qualifications, necdful for the enjoyment of that happinefs
which many may have blindly purfued or expected.

As to the nature of the kingdom of the Mefliah ia its
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outward adminiftration, there were miftakes alfo, as well as
in regard to the nature of the qualifications fuited to the

pofleflior. and erjoyment of it.

The rulers of the Jews expected an external and pom-
pous adminiftration. They were difappointed therefore,
when thcy faw its concerns ledged in the hands of fither-
men. The leflons of f{:lf-abzfement and of fubmiffion to
the fovereignty of God, they had not learned; neither did
they, in the introdution of this kingdom, fully anticipate
the things on which the faith and joy of the holy Mary reft-
ed, wher, in the exultation of her heart, the declarcs: H:=
bath fhewed flrength with bis arm; be bath feattered the
proud ir: the imaginatisn of their hearts.  He hath put
dowwn the mighty from their [zats, and exalted them of liw
degree.  He bath filled the hungry with good things, and
the rich he hath fent empty away. Nor, in the adminiftra-
tion of the kingdom, or in the diftribution of its favors, had
they anticipated the order and arrangement of which the
apoftle fpeaks. 1 Cor. i. 26—28. For ye fee your calling,
drethren, how that not many wife men after the flefh, not
many migisty, not many noble are called: but God hath che-
Jen the foolifh things of this world to cenfound the wife;
ard God hath chofen the weak things of this world to con-
Jound the things which are mighty; and bafe things of the
world, and things whick are defpifed, hath God chofen, yea,
and things which are not, to bring to ncught things that
are: that na flefo fhouid glory in his prefence.

On the fcore of cxpectations, in point of exterior or per-
fonal elevation, it it prefumed very few, in the gofpel church,
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will dream of difappointment; it never having been fupec
pofed, that I have heard, that the fulieft radiance of millen-
nial glory would bring to the church, or to her members,
any thing farther than what the perfc&ion of the prefent
gofpel ftate would imgly.

\I'ke door feams now open 2o declare, that as tiic thoughts
of the Deity ore, inall things, above and beyond the thoughts
and devices of men, {o, evidently, hath the wifdom of (God
furpafled the calculations of men in the point before us.

Inflead of a continued and fimple prefont goi})s] ftate, it
may, to fome, be not a httle furpriiing to hezr fiom ¢ au-
thority of- Gaod, that the THEOCRACY of Mofes, or of the
Sinai difpenfation, is agdin to be fet up, or rather to be re-
newed. ‘This is evidently the defign of unerring witdom,
and of ommnipotent powe‘r.——-W’hy it is fo is not for duit and
athes to enquire; unlefs it be that we may glorify God by
the encreafing light we may obtain. Whether, then, the
ground of this determination in the infinite mind be found
in the confideration, that God is the original creator and
proprietor of mieny and efpecially of his church; that, there-
fore, he hath a right to govern them in the way moft ac-
ceptable to his own unerring wifdom; or whether his atfcc-
tion to his own is fuch that he choefcs to be with them; to
be in them, and to walt in them; or whether it bé that he
may more immediately be prefent for their defence, and in
an higher degree be rendered more immediately fubfervient
to the happinefs of his people, are confiderations on which
any pious mind may dwell with quietude of foul; and if it
be remembered that the renunciation of the government of

the Lord of Hofts, when the people afked a king, like umte!
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the nations around, was a thing grievous in the fight of
God, it will appear no marvel that the Teity, in the fuln:®
of his own appointed time, thould r~fume the reins of that
authority which had, in a fort, been wrefted from him by
the rebellion of the work of his own hands, and by the ufurpa

ation of the powers of darknefs.

And befide thefe general remarks, it is ealy to fee what
an accommodating circumftance it will prove to the chil-
dren of Abraham, to the ancient people of God; and how
gratifying to that principle which ever delights in indul<
gence, to be told; that their Meffiab, in returning to them,
~ not only continues to them the order of their ancient law,
but alfo brings the whole gofpel church to become profe<
lytes to the fame dominion: If the Gentiles, in the final co-
alition of nations, are found td poffefs, and are allowed the
honor of bringing to the Jews a Redeemer, the Jews are al-
lowed alfo the honor of furnifhing laws and ardinances, fo
far as is found needful in the prefent ftate, to the Gentiles,
But why thould we fpend a moment i diftributing the de-
grees of mational elaim to national rank, when, if either Jews -
or Gentiles had the reward of their hands given them, it
would be but the ftation of the two thieves on the crofs—
one on the right hand, ‘and the other on the left of the ex<
piring Redeemer. Perhaps thefe thieves were defigned a8
a figure of the deferts of the two nations; or difpenfations,
How in unifon have the two thieves conducted '<If there
be any differencey muft not the fcale preponderate in favor
of the fons of Abraham? They reje@ed a Mefliah whom
they difowned, both as to his own ftanding, and as failing
to anfwer their expectation; but the Chriftian church; by
its awful apoftacy, hath trampled under foot,in an high des .
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gree, him of whom they allow Mofes and the prophets did
write, and of whom they openly acknowledge that he is the
Son of God, and the Suviour of the world. Qn a f~'r view
of the caf, therefore, the Gentile and the Jew may come
togedwr under one fLepherd, and into ene fold, ithout the
124t upbraiding, cach feeling the jufr condemsiation under
wisich they mult fall were juftice to take place. Under one
fold then they may agree peaccably and thankfully to come,
for this is the great decree: Zech. ii. 10—13. Sing and
rejoice, O duughter of Ziens fory loy I comey, and I will
dwell in the midft of thee, faitts the Lord.  And many na-
tions fhalt be jsined to the Lord in that day, and Shall be my
pespl - and 1 will dwell in the midft of thee, and thou flalt
fusig th tthe Lord of Hafts has feut me unto thee. And

e Lere mll inherit Fudah /st portisn in the holy land,

ana ‘. ‘,Jaﬂg 70 ufalem again.

vt When, it may now be demanded, when fhall this co-
dl tion and general redemption take place? It may be an-
fiver ed, it {hall be begun, in refpect to us in this land, thzs year,
A. D. 1796—and the month of May probably will not go
over without putting the queftion out of doubt.—If proof
be demanded, and anty attention to the nature of the evidence
be excited, et it be anfwered, that the evidence of the de-
claration is feven, if not cight-fold. Of this the reader {hall
judge in the fequel.

Of the exiffennce of a millennial ftate, it is taken icr grant-
ted, we all believe. ‘This ftate has not yet come. Many
eycs are open, waiting its appearance; and many prayers
bave bezen fent up to God, and are daily afcending, for the
pevelation of the gloiious and majeftic fecene.  The general
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outhnes of this glorious and coming ftate, both in the eye
of Jew and Gentile, are comprifed in the promife contained
in Daniel, and in many other plac in the feriptures, to the
fane effe®t. And the kingdom and deminiony cnd the great-
suefs of the kingdom under the whele beaven fhall be given to
tie people cf the faints of the MoST HIGH, whofe kingdim
15 an everlafling kingdom, and all dominions flall ferve and
ebey bim. Dan. vii. 27.

In refpect to the local introduétion of this kingdom or
domidon into the world, will any deny that, on the ground
of reafon, the analogy of providence, and the prefent ftate of
things, there is not the beft ground to expe&, tha! when the
omnifcient eye of a fovereign God fhall be glancing upon
the face of the earth, as though looking for a place on which
to plant the foal of his foot, thefe United States will be found
to be the favored fpot!—Commion fenfe feems to unite with
the decifions of impartial wifdom, and to deciare, that this
firft-born of the nations, to the enjoyment of natural and
civil liberty, muft be alfo, by analogy of providence, the
Jerfi-born of the nations in the favors of grace,

It may now be demanded, what are the indications that,
in the counfels of heaven, it is determined that thus it fhall be ?

The anfwer is ready and full; and on the authority of
the holy fcriptures, as well as {rom recent and prefent tefti.
mony, there is warrant (moved, I truft, by the Holy Spirit of
God) to fay, thatin the wifdom and mercy of our God, it is
determined that the vifitations of mercy and of judgment
fhall reft upon our Iz this prefent year.
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In evidence of this toftimony or declaration, I need no
apology, whilit I make an appeal to the incontrovertible cra-
cles of God, This is the tribunal of decifion on all points
controverted by. fallibl= wiortals;: and in the deciftons of this
fountzin of truth may the Lord give us grace readily to ac-
quiefce,

Know, then, and be it remembered, that the dominion’
which is fhortly to be 1i..roduced, throuch the omnipotence
of God, and to be fét up in cur land, is, in the flile of the
prophet Zechariah, and others of the prophets, thé kingdom
of «“ THE BRANCH.” Zech. iii. 8, g, 10. Hear now, O
Fofbua, the high pricft. thou and thy yillsws that fit before
thee, for they are men wandered at; for bebold 1 will bring
forth my fervant the BRANCH., For behsld the flone 15at
1 have laid before Fofbuay upon one fione fhall be feven eyes >
behold Twill engrave the graving thereof, faith the Lord of'
Hofts, and T will remove the iniquity of that land in one day,
In that day, Jaith the Lord of Hofls, fball ye call every man
bis nesghbor under the vine and under the fig-tree.

"This portion of infallible truth is to you, O Americans,
to you, O Chriftians, and to you, O finners, a paffage, with=
Qut exaggeration, of infinite moment!

For the meffage to « Jofhua, the high prieft,’ underftand,
for the prefent, a meffage to the minifters of the gofpel of
every name throughout this land: Unto you, my brethren
and fellow-laborers may the meflage of the Lord powerfully
come, ,

An interpretation of the cxpréﬁ'zon, « thy fellows that fit
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before thee, men wondered aty or men of weonder,” fhall be
given in the courfe of what may follow,

By the declaration, « for bebald I will bring forth my
[fervant the BRANCE.” und-rftand an expreffion of the will
of the Great Ltersal, parallel to the revelatden made to
Daniel, in a more full and evprefs degree. 1 faw in the
night vifions, and bebold one like the Son of Man came wvith
the clauds of heaven, and came to the ANCIENT OF DAYS,
and they hrought bim near before bim. Andthere was given
bim dominton, and glyry, a1d a kingdom,that all prople, na-
tions, and languages fhauld ferve him: bis dominion is an
everlafling deminion which fhzll not pafs away, and bis
kingdom that which fhall =0t be deffroyed.

The bringing forth of the BR ANcH by the Lord of Hofts,
in the file of Zechariah, is, then, to be confidered as the in-
troduGion of the dominion of the soN oF MAN, with all
that fplendor which fhall become the BRIDEGRGOM of hea-
ven coming ot of his chamber, accompanied by the glori-
ous retinuc which the ANCIENT oF DAYS will give to the
« Prince of the kings of the earth,” or that interefting oc-
cafion.—By the flone that I have laid before Fofbua, verfe
9, underftand, in a primary f=nfe, that « ftone of ftumbling
and rock of offence” which God hath long fince laid in
210N, but which God is now about. to {well into the mag-
pitude of 2 mountain.—By the fever eyes, in this train and
connexion, underftand the moft perfe¢t fuperintendancy
which the wifdom and power of God hath maintained in
and over the gofpel church, whilft it hath exifted asa “flone
of ftumbling and a rock of offence,” even until the prefent
day. And by the engraving upon this ftone, as by the #in-
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ger of God, belald I will exgrave the graving theresf,
Jaith the Lord of Hoffs, undeifiand, that notwithftanding
the MEssiAH of the Jews, the cHRIST of the Chrittians
was, whilit in the form of a jlane of flumlling, rcjeCted by
the chicf pricfts and elders of the people, yet, by the finger
of God, an infcription was made upon the hearis of the fol-
Jowers of the blefl:d Riodeemcr, and upon the concerns of
his kingdom, which neither Jews nor Gentiles, though unit-
ed with the hofts of hell axainit the HoLY cHILD jESus,
have ever been able to efface. Yot have 1 fet my king up-
on ry holy bill of Zion. Pialmii. 6. Our blefled land,
thefe United, and efpeciaily the New-England States, are
able to pv'oduCP irrefragible teflinony, that the engravings
of the ao(ppl of the biciled God yet abide upon the hearts;
of many a SIMEON, who, in the order of his courfe, is cheer-
fuily, and-believingly, and prayerfuily waiting for the con-
soLATION of Ifracl. Forgive my weaknefs, ye faithful
fervants of God, ye priNcEs of the Lord’s fantuary, who-
focver ye may e found to be,if, 1n the fympathies of a pious
joy, I drop a tear, whitlt I feel myfelf commiffioned of God
to annouice to you, that the LORD whom ye feek fhall fud-
denly copic t5 Lis templey even the MESSENGER of the COVE-
NANT. ww i yo aelight in: bebold he fbell come, [aith the
LORD OF (i3T5, D.da}. i, I.

But left my emotions of joy, in the communion of the
faithfuly thould operate to lull the FAITHLESS HIRELING
of the fan¢tuary to fleep, and lead him to imagine that there
is to be an indifcriminate diftribution of the rewards of the
Saviour’s coming, permit me to read to you a meflage from
the Lord: Mal.iii. 2, 3. But wha may abide the day of bis
coming ¢ and who fhall fand when be appeareth? for hs is
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kie a refiner’s fire, and like fuller’s foap.  Aud (let us hear
it, my brethrer, drowfy, gracelefs, and Chriftlefs minifters
of the truths of God, if fuch we find ourfelves to be) be fFail
fit as a refiner and purifier of filver: and be fhall purify
the fons of Leviy and purge them as gaid and fiiver, that
they may offer unto the Lord an offering in righteanfasfs.
Let our prayers, more fervently than ever, be united for
each other, and for the fpeedy reftoration and rebuilding of
the high places of Zion; and there is no fcar but we fhall
receive the things for which we faithfully and believingly afk.

This digreflion will be forgiven, feeing it is but to quick-
en each other’s attention as we pafs along.

Our fubje& was drawing teftimony to confirm the decla-
ration, that the engraving upon the gofpe! ftone, as wrought
by the finger of God, was not effaced.  In vain have infi-
dels and fenfualifts commanded the fons of Zion to lie down,
that they may go over us. lfaiah L. 22, 23. Thus faith
thy Lord the Lord, and thy God that pleadeth the caufe of
his people : Behold, I have taken out of thine hand the cup
of trembling, cven the dregs of the cup of my fury; thou
fhalt na more drink it again. But Iwill put it into the hand
of them that affiit thee; which have [azd to thy fouly Bew

down, that we may go over.

>
-

The exiftence and permanency of the gofpel ftone until
the prefent day, notwithftanding the lightnings, and thunder-
ings, and voices of the gofpel ftate, no Chriftian pretends to
deny. - God hath engraved the graving theresf; the eye of
the omnifcient and omnipotent God hath been upon it.




16 THE VOICE QF COD TO THE

This goipel ftate, by Bifhop Newton, and, if I recolie&};
it is a quotation from Mr. Medg, is ftiled « RzGNUM La-
PID1s,” the kingdom of the ftone; and the next, the millen-
nial ftate he fliles “ REGNUM MONTIS,” the kingdom of

the movntain.

"> o the kinzdom of the ftone we are fhortly to bid adieu;
and to the kingdom of the mountain the people of God will
bid a joyful welcome,

The foregoing will give an idca of the primary interpres
tation of “THE STONE that I have la:d before Fofbua :”
y°t I fhould negle&, perhaps, a part of the convittion reft«

ing on my mind, ifI did not declare, that though the idea of
the gofpel flone may be contained in this myftical paffags,
yet I weuld not be underftood to fay, that though the ftone of
the gofpel ftatz, now about to pafs away, 1s an objc&t, in the
fcale of providence and of prophecy, of primary moment, in
comparifon with any other idea of the ftone which hath been
fuggefted; yet this fenfe is not the icadmg {enie of the fpmt
of infpiration in this place.

By theftonzlaidbefore Jothua,in the firit place, I apprehend,
may be underftood the nature and fpirit of the fame com-
mifion, now given in relation to the miilennial ftate, as was
given to John the Baptiil in relation to the geipel ftate.—
Matthew declares, Matt. iii. 1, 2, 3. Iz thofe days came
Joon the Baptift, preaching in the wildernefs of fudea,
and f[aying, Repent ye; for the kingdom of heaven is at nand.
For this is he that was [poken o) by the prophet Efaias, fay-
sngy The vice of one’crying in the wildernefs: Prepare ya
the way of the Lord, make bis paths fraight. |
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Jobn and his miniftry were, in a fenfe,a STEPPING-STONE
to the kingdom of Chrift, and to the grace by him revcaled.
1be law wwas given by Mafcs, but grace and truth came by
Fefus Chrif. Ii, at the introcuétion of this revelatior of
the mind and will of God by Jefus Chrizt, therc was a com-
miflion given to a forerunner to prepare his way, perhaps
it will not be thought unnaturzl that a fucceffor to John
fhould be called, to announce the coming of Chrift to the

‘more glorious efpoufals of his church than perhaps Jo'n
himfelf had any idea of, when hz illuftrates his own com-
mifhon and the office of the Redeemer, by the following de-
claration: John iii. 28, 29. Ye yourfelves bear me witnefs
tiat I faidy, I am nat the Chrift, but that I am fent before
him. He that hath the bridey is the bridegroom; but the
friend of the bridegroom, which flandeth and beareth him,
vejoiceth greatly, becaufe of the bridegroom’s voice ; this my
Joy therefire is fulfilled:

An2; my BRETHREN and FErLOW-CiTIZENS, though
it was my defign to have, in fome degree, kept back what
for feveral days I have been gradually led to fuppofe might
be the will of God in this concarn, and of which I feem
to have reccived fpecial confirmation this day, April 6th;
yet on fecing the boldnefs of John’s appeal to his difciples’
teftimony, that he had previoufly opencd his commiffiony I am
I-d, I truft, in the fear of God, and by the Spirit of God, to
announce to you and to the world,w’that fuch as was the fta-
tion and commiflion of John the Baptillt in reference to the

firft coming of the Son of Man, the fame for the prefent
you are to co.fider to be the ftation and commiflion of him
who now addreffes you. Nay, my brethren, whillt now
writing on the fubje&k, 1 have been made to paufe, and my

foul has been brought into a ftill higher communion and

C
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fellowthip with the Lord Jefus Chrift ; who, from this day
forth, will be my very prefent aid and unfailing counfellor
of pecace. Hum you fhall behold, not meny dags hence, as
the heavenly bridegroom ; and fo confpicuous fhall his fta-
tion be, that you will ot need one o point you to the ador-
a2ble Rodeemer, and fay: Behold the Lamb of God whick
takcth away the fins of the world; but, as infpiration de-
clares, Behold be cometh with clouds, and every eve fball Jex
bim, and they aifo which pierced him; and all kindreds of
toe earth fball wail becaufe of him. Ewven fo, Amen. And
though the enemies of Chrift and of his kingdom have de-
rided the dotrines of the divinity of his perfon, of the fub-
ftitution of this adorable facrifice, of juftification through
faith in his blood, it will then pe difcaovered, without alter-
cation, that Jefus Chrift was and is the FAITHFUL WIT-
xEss of God, and the FIRST BEGOTTEN OF THE BEAD,
and the PRINCE OF THE KINGS OF THE EARTH; and that,
in the ftation and flile of him who is the FIRST and the
LAST, of him that liveth and was dead, and bebold be is
alive forever more, he will appear; and, to the awful and
perpetua! confufion of his enemies, make them to know and
to fecl that the keys of hell and of death are yet with him.

May God, of his infinite mercy, through Jefus Chrift,
make this teitimony quickening to each of our precious

fouls, by the gift of the Holy Ghoft.

The ftation of “Tif STONE before Jojhua’ the author
of this addrefs now takes; and, in the fpirit of John the Bap-
tift, preaches to you repentance from your fins;. declaring
that the kingdom of Leaven i: at hand: and though he may
have the happinefs to baptize many with the truth and with
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the water, yet I do now folemnly announce to the inhabit-
ants of this land, that there is one at hand who will baptize
them with the Holy Ghoft and with fire.

The day of pentecoft is at hand. This dzy, in the fet-
ting up of the gofpel church, anfwers to the fetting up of the
Jewith church from the awful difplays of majefty and of
terror on Sinai’s mount. The events of Sinai were fifty
days from the facrifice of the pafctal lamb in Egypt. In
the gofpel church, Chrift our paflover is facrificed for us.
According to the calendar of the epifcopal and catholic
church, concerning the truth and accuracy of which I do
not hear there is any doubt*, the facrifice of the pafchal
lamb fell on good-friday, the 25th of laft month. This
day is ftill kept by thofe, and perhaps by other churches,
in commemoration of the crucifixion of our bleffed Lord.
From the day of the crucifixion (March 235th) until the day
of pentecoft is fifty days; and this event falls on the 15th
or 16th of next month, the blooming and thewy month of
May; anfwering to the glorious folemnities of Sinai’s mount,
which were fifty days from the paffover in Egypt. To this
calculation the attentive and pious will do well to give heed;
knowing that an order of time and of events, which hath
been maintained from the redemption of Egypt by Mofes
until the facrifice of the real paflover in Chrift, and from
that folemn event until the prefent day, will not, nay cannot
be accounted either trivial or chimerical,

NOTHLE

* The Jewifh calendar, I am now informed by Mr. Sex-
ias, of the Jewith fynagogue of New-York, doth not accord

with the above; but he does not aver that theirs i is abfolute-
ly perfed.
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~ But 2llowing thefe calculations to be juft, and the order
of time and ui” events to have been accurately kept, iv will
at once be demanded—What relation hath gsod-friday,
March 25th, the day commemorating the crucifixion; or
May sth, the day of the afcenficn, after forty days refidence
with the difciples; or May 15th or 16th, the day of pente-
coit, to do with the fcenes or events of this year? '

- To this an anfwer occurs from the paflage we were juft

now expounding. Zech. iii. . For bshold the flone that I
baw laid before fofbua; upon one flame fpail be feven eyes:
behold, I will engrawe the grd-vi:zg theresfy faith the Lord of
Hofts; and 1 wILL REMOVE THE INIQUITY OF THAT
LAND IN ONE DAY, I

If the queftion be now put—What Jand is there referred
to? I anfwer, in the fear and, I truft, by the fame Spirit of
God which indited the paflage in the mind of the prophet
who uttered it, that “that land” is this lapd; the land on
which we ftand; the United States in which we live:—that
the removal of ©the iniquity of that land’ implies the re-
moval of the iniquity of this land :—hy its being done “zn
one day,”’ to make the moft of the expreffion, muft mean its
being done in one year; and if the expreffion be extended to
:a whole year (that is, if the day be taken for a propbetic day,
or a year), then, I fay, that year is this year; and, of con-
fequence, that the iniquity of this land muf? and will be re-
meved this year., But whilft I feem willing to extend the
interpretation of the pi-spbetsc day to the full limits of a year,
I would not be underftood to explode the literal fenfe, and
preclude the poffibility of the removal ef the imquity of this
land in one literal day, as Pharach and his haft w;rc‘deﬁr,oy-
ed in a day, or the firft-born of Egypt in a night.
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On this very interefting paflaze divers opinions have been
offercd, and different objections have been made to the fas-
tening of the application upon this American land. The'e
opinions and objections I fhall briefly ftate; anfwer 2nd con-
futc them;—and then thew, by infallible proofs, that the ap-
plication of the paffage, let it mean what it may, cannot, by
any mode of fair reafoning or judicious interpretation, be re-
moved from the land in which we, through the goodnefs of
God, have the happinafs now to live.

The attempts tc give the prediCtion an application for-
eign fiom the interpretation thewed by the Holy Spirit of
God in this publication, may be confidered as four:

1. It is faid—May not the removal of the hlfquity of that
land in one day apply to the liberation of the captives by
Cyrus, from the bondage of Babylon during the feventy
years’ captivity ; and the day of the decree for the reftora-
tion be the day in which the iniquity of that land was taken
away ?

Anfuer—This attempt falls by its own weight. The
decree of liberation, by Cyrus, was before Chrift 536; the
foundation of the temple was laid before Chrift 535, and the
building continued for fome years, until eventually hindered
by the enemies of the Jews. Zechariah, by whom this pro-
phecy came, did not prophecy until the work of the temple
was dire@ed to be carried on by Zerubbabel and Jofhua, be-
fore Chrift 520:—fo that a prophecy or promife, made fif-
teen years afscr the iffuing of the decrec of Cyrus, cannot
poflibly be confidered as having its fulhlment in the event
of that decree, which was fiftecn years before the prophecy
of this prophet,
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2. It hath been faid—Cannot the taking away of the ini-
quity of that land in one day be fuppofed to have beea ful-
filled in fome reformation of the captives, atter their return
trom Babylon?

Anfwer—No reformation is read of at the conclufion of
the temple, except that the people rcjoiced that the work
was finifhed—keeping the dedication of the temple, and of-
fering burnt offerings, and keeping the feaft of the paflover,
&e. in behalf of the priefts and of the people: which ac-
knowledgment of God’s goodnefs to them in the finithing of
the temple, and in the renewal of the order of their fervice,
was undoubtedly, in a meafure, acceptable to God ; but, at
beft, it is prefumed it doth not come up te the exprefs let-
ter of the paflage,and can be only a figure of that mare per-
fo@ reformation which remains to be fulfilled under the ad-
miniftration of Chrift the BR ANCH, when he thall moft per-
fedly confecrate the temple which the Lord Jehovah hath al-
ready built in our land, and of which the Jewith temple, and
nation, and redempnon was at that time but a figure. Of
this temple exprefs mention will be prefently made, when
we come to treat of the irrefragible application of this pas-
fage to our own country.

3. It hath been afked—.ivIay not the taking away of the
.iniquity of that land in one day refer to the taking away of
the iniquity of the land of Judea, by the great atoning facri- §
fice made by Jefus Chrift, the true and real paffover of the
- Jews? |

Anfwer—This reference cannot be admitted, becaufe the |
iniquity of that land was in no fenfe taken away, but increas-
ed by the paffion of the ¢rofs. They denied the HoLY ONE §
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and the jusT; and fuid, His tlood e on us and on our chil-
dren: and for ought appears, the weight of this iniquity yet
lies, in its full meafure, both on the then inhabitants of Judea
and on their children, and even on the land itfelf; briers and.
thorns, a land nizh unto curfing, being the prefent charac-

ter of this once goodly land.

4. May not the taking away the iniquity of that land be
underftood as implying the taking away of the iniquity of the
children of God by the expiation of the crofs; foundation,
in the expiatior: of one day, being laid for the application of
the bleflings of peace and pardon flowing from it for ever
after !

Anfwer—It doth not appear that the fpiritual Ifrael, the
holy, peculiar, and elect people of God are ever ftiled @ land
(tes ges). 'The prophetic declaration, therefore, it feems,
muft relate to fome local fituation, to a land inhabited; and
the next verfe carries the idea of expofednefs. Iz that day,
Jaith the Lord of Hofts, foall ye call every man his neighbar

under We vine and under the fig-tree.

This vine muft be the goipel vine, and this fig-tree muft
imply the TREE OF LIFE,. whofe leaves and whofe fruit are
for the healing and for the life of the nations. May the Fa-
ther of Mercies give us grace to take refuge under the
branches of this lifé-giving and foul-reviving tree.

‘The way is now plain, and the prefent part of the fubject
demands what evidence there is, that the land in which we
live is the land from which the iniquity fpoken of is to be
removed?
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1. And in the firft place lct it be premifed, that the land
here fpoken of muft be a land in which the kingdom of
Chrift, in the form of the BRANCH, haib been, or is ts be, {2t
up: But, in Judea, this evidently hath never taken piace.—
‘The proof lies in this very plain and demonftrable fact, that,
in Judea, and by the Jews, Chrift hath never been acknow-
ledged 1n any form whatever; much lofs hath a Jewiih high
prieft ever been difpofad to uther him forward in the glory
of his kingdom. Zech. vi. 12.

2. That land muft be 2 land in which are found the « fel-
lows” fpoken of in this chapter, Zet... iii. as % men wonder-
ed at,”” “ men of wonder,” of whom no commentator can
give any account; and Mr. Pool,in his Synop. Critic. hon-
eftly owns that the chapter is mvftical, and beyond the
reach of any probable or juft inveftization.

The fat is, thofe « men of wonder” never exiited until
the prefent time; neither are they as yet made manifeft to
the world, but the world thall yet behold them, and in them
fee the great power of God.

3. That land muft be a land in which God will plant
the flone before Jofhua, and on which he will engrave the
gratw'ng, and from which land he will caufe its iniquity to
pafs in one day. Surely no ftone, engraved of God after
this fort, hath ever been planted in the Jewifh church, nor of
any ftone with them, in a gofpel fenf:, canit be faid, that the
Lord hath engraved the graving theresf; unlefs the impious
fuppofition be admitted, that their unbelief hath fruftrated
the purpofe of God,and obliterated the infcription his hand
had wrought.




PEOPLE OF THESE UNMITEB STATES. 28

But to be fhort, be it again announced, that the land in
which we live is the land in which the Fewifb and the Gen-
#ile Jofhua fhallbe found; before whom not merely the
{tone of John the Baptift’s miniftry fhall be laid, but before
whom the sTONE oF THE MOUNTAIN fhall be laid, and
under whofe dominion the building which fhall embrace
both Jew and Gentile thall grow up, to the praifz and glory
of God by Jefus Chrift.

Such a kinzdom, my friends, the redeemed of the Lord
fhall {oe crected inthis delightful land.  The Jew fhal] em-
brace the Gentile, and the Gentile fhall embrace the Jew,
under that dominion which the Lord of the whole earth will
thortly ettablith with us. And the Lord fhail be king over all ‘
the earth: in that day fhall thers be ONE LORD, AND HIS$
NAME ONE. Zech. xiv. g.

The reafons which will lead any unprejudiced mind to
difcover, that the land in which we live is the land in which
the ftonc before Jofhua, and the mountain of the BRANCH,
Zcch, iii. and vis are to be laid; are as follow.

Let it only be premifed, that the Jewith nation, their ftate,
ferviceyand temple, is allowed to be typical of; and introduc-
tory to the better promifes of the gofpel ftate. We are, on
this foundation, then, led to ivok into the gofpel church for
the fulfilment of Jewifh emblems, which, cvidently, had no
real and exprols fulfilinent among themfelves.

I. On the fcore of argument, let it be remembered, that
the Jewifh nation, as forined of thirteen tribes, Ephraim and
Manaflah ftanding in the place of Jofuph, was an emblem

D




28 FTHYE VOICE OF 60D TO THE

of the nation to which we helorz, formed, in the commestce-
ment of our ftiuggle, of thirteen colonies or indvpendent
{tat:s.

2. At the time of the rebuilding their temple, were they
juit come, and coming from under the bondage of Babylon;
fu ar the time of the building of the TEMPLE OF FREFDOM,
which we now enjoy, we were coine, and coming from the
bondage of the Babylon of Great-Britain.

3- Were they delivered by the expre§s providence of God,
naming Cyrus to prockiim their liberty, and to forward their
refforation; fo an infidel muft allow, that it was the exprefs
providence of God that faved us, and delivered us from the
defizns of Great Briuin.

4 Were Zerubbabel and Jofhua, the former a prince
among the tribes, and Jothua the Lord’s high pricft, eflen-
tially ferviceable in forwarding the redemption and reftora-
tion of the captive Je\x;s, fo was the ZERUBBABEL of our
own country, and the minifters of the gofpel in thefe States,
wtedly employed te gain for the people the full pofiflion
of their privileges. |

8. Was the temple of the Jewith policy from 535 years
before Chrift to s1§-—twenty years in building, fo from
A. D. 1775 to 1795, was our political temple, twenty yeariy
1 building.

6. Did the enemies of our public meafures at home, and
the officers <f the former government in our country, labor
to obftiuct the work, and to hinder the going on of the
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building; fo with the Jews, they were troubled with Tobias
and Sanballet, and others of the king’s governors on this
fide the river, who, receiving their meat from the king’s ta- |
ble, thought it good to fce that the king’s revenue did not
fuffer damage through the revival of the empire of the Jews
under Zerubbabel and Jofhua.

4. Did the progrefs of the Jewifh temple meet many im-
pediments, and finally, a fufpenfion in the work take place;
fo from the conclufion of peace, or foon after, the progrefs

of our profpets was impeded, and we were ready to give
up all for loft.

8. During this fufpenfion were we aflited with infelts,
and a variety of troubles and difficulties in our land, fo the
prophet Haggai recounts the judgments, the loffes and de-
ficiences which refted on the land of Judea during the pe-
riod of the fufpenfion of the work of the houfe of the Lord.

'“Hag. i. 6—11.

9. Were Zerubbabel and Jofhua encouraged to go on,
and be ftrong in the building, in profpect of the glorious
things yet to berevealed; with how much livelier impreflion
doth the encouraging promife appertain to us? For thus
faith the Lord of Hofts; Yet once, it is a little whle, and 1
will jkake the heavens, and the earth, and the feay and the dry
land: And Iwill fhake all nations,and the DESIRE OF ALL
NATIONS fhall come: and I will fill this boufe with glory,
Jaith the Lord of Hofts. Hag. ii. 6, 7.

10. Did the Zerubbabel of the Jews lay the foundation
of the Jewifh temple and live to finith it; fo hath our Ze-
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rubbabel )aid the foundation of our political temple, and he
hath lived to ficith it.  Zech. iv. g.

11. Did the wifdom of God encourage the ancient build-
ers by the vifion of Zechariah, refpecting the prefence and
good providence of God; fo no onc will deny, that from the
frequent ackncwledgements of the munificence of heaven,
from our CHIEF BUILDER, there muft be caufe to fuppofe,
that he muft have found himfelf to be fupported from the
fame quarter.  Zech. 1v. 6.

¥2. Did the ancient Zerubbabel live to bring forth the
bead-fisne of the building with fhouiizgs; fo hath our lead«
er, by feveral noble efforts, fecured the head-ftane of this,
twenty years’ EDIFICE: Witnefs his defence of the build-
ng when affailed by Mr. Genet; when threatened by the
weftern infurgency; when threatened with war by Great-

Britzin; when in danger from the jealoufy of the French,

in confecquence of the Britith negociations: and how hath
providence planted the private virtues of this man in the
bofom of his countrymen, through the unfought medium of

Mr. Randolph’s vindication?—Tteife things placed togeth-.

er may amount to the laying of the hsad-ffone of this build-
ing, and its being done with fhoutings, prefigures the applaufes
of the feveral legiflatures, of the fuffrages of the heads of
the tribes, faying Amen to adminiftration, and to Wathing-
ton thus far! '

13. At the laying of the head-ftone of the ancient temple
was there an outcry of grace! grace! upom it; underftand

what remains yet to be done, when the overfhadowings of

the Moft High.fhall reft upon the work of his own hands,
Zcch, 1v. 7

-2
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14. Was Zerubbabel encouraged in hope of a perfonal
rememb:ance, in the fubfequent arrangements of divine pro-
viderice, Hag. ii. 21—23. fo may the fame gracious defigns
and momentous providences be prefented to the attention of
his fucceffor in the building which we now inhabit. Speak
to Zerubbabel, governor of Fudea, faying, I will fhake the
beavens and the carth; and I will overthrow the throze of
kingdemi, and I 101l deftroy the firength of the kingdoms of
the beathens and I will everthrow the chariots, and thofe
that vide inthem; andthe horfes and their riders fhall come
drwity every one by the fword of bis brother.  In that day,
Jaith the Lord of Hofls, will I take thee, O Zerubbabel, my

fervant, the fon of Shealtiel, faith the Lord, and will make
thee as a fignet: for I bave chofen ibee, faith the Lord of
H:fs5. Hag. ii. 21,4 22, 23.

This, thén, is ¢hat land from which its inignity is to be
removed in one day. ‘This is the great fubflance of which
the returning captives, the rebuilding of the temple and city
of the Jews, and the united exertions ot Zerubbabel, and of
Jothua, were but a figure. = They enjoyed the emblem, we
the fubftance, |

This is that land in which the sTONE is to be laid, and
s already laid befare Fofbua, on which fingle flone are feven
eyes.  Ziech, iiL. g.

The meaning of the feven eyes is taught in the next chap-
ter, in the commiffion of encouragement fent to Zerubbabel,
verfe 10. For wha bath defpifed the day of fmall things? for
they fhall rejoice, and fball fee the plummet in the hand of
Zerubbabel with THOSE SEVEN; they are the eyes of the
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Lord, which run to and fro throigh the whole earth. And
is it any marvel, if our Zcrubbabel hath fucceeded in all his
attempts for the good of his country, and in confoundirg
all his enemies, if fuch a plummet hath been put into his
hand, as is here reprefented by the eyes of the Lord, the unerr-
ing providence of God, which runneth to and fro through
the whole earth ?

A plummet, in its natural fignitication, implies an inftru-
ment in the hand of a mafter-builder, by which he lays out,
examines, and perfects his work, and fuperintends the ope-
xations of the whole building. Thus it pleafes God to re-
prefent the fuperintendance which he himfelf maintains over
his Jerufalem of the Jews, or the more general building of
his univerfal providence. Thus the Deity was reprefented
to Amos with a plum-line in his hand; and to Ifaiah it is
declared, I will lay righteoufnefs to the plummet. 'The
power and dominion of deftroying nations are alfo repre-
fented by the fame figure, efpecially when brought up in
judgment by the decree of heaven. ZTbhercfore thus faith
the Lord God of Ifracly, Bebold, I am bringing fuch evil up-
on Ferufalem and Fudab, that whofoever hear:th of ity both
bis ears fhall tingle. And I wili firetch over JJerufalem the
line of Samaria, and the plummet of the houfe of Abab: and
L will wipe Ferufalem as a man wipeth a dijt, wiping it,
and turnig it upfide down. ii. Kings xxi. 12, 13.

And let no infidel or hypocritical Chriftian profeffor pro-
nounce himfelf fafz, becauft he lives under the fhadow of a
gofpel fanctuary, knowing that, in the iffue, it will be found
that the Jewith ceconomy, their obedience and rebellions,
their bleflings and their curfes, were but lively emblems of
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what hath taken place, and of what will take place under
the dominion, and at the conclufion of the gofpel fcene.—~
Their ceconony, from the calling of the heads of their na-
tion, and from the jeparation of the two nations, which were
in Jacob ard Efau, the germ of the Jewith and Gentile
world, hath been cightcen bundred years. The Chniftian
ceconomy hath run for the fame period; and now the fcencs
of woe which diffolved dic Jewith ceconomy may be ex-
pe€ted to diffolve the Chriftian mutilat-d fabric itfcif, and
thus lay foundation for the NEw EDIFICE of the Redeem-
er’s more glorious and perfect kingdom, under which hoth
Jew and Gentile, fuftaining the diffolving thock, fhall be

for ever united.

Being willing to afford foundation for the lively exercife
of all that faith which the Lord of the whole earth may
excite in any tender mind, whilft reading this communica-
tion, I hope [ fhall be excufed if I add, after the example
of the APOSTLE PAuL, that eminent fervant of God, a
poition of that experience, and of that evidence, which hath
been, from the fountain of grace and of truth, communicated
to the duft and afhes which now addrefles you ; and which,
at prefent, can be known but to God and to my own foul.

You have heard of my call on Friday, the sth.of Febru-
ary; mentioned in the beginning of this addrefs:—And if
it be now afked, in what (tate T was at the time or moment
of this call, with refpect to my experience and ftanding before
God; I moft readity, and I hope, with humility, anfwer—that
the ftate of my foul was a ffruggling flate. It was laboring, by
a rencwed courfe of experience, to repent and to do its firf?

werks; moved thereto, I truft, by the Holy Spirit of God,
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the author of all holy defires and of every good thought int
the foul

The courfe of my exertion and of my experience feemed
to labor for an approach into the prefence of (God, by Jefus
Chrift ; conformable to the fpirit of a difcourfe, penned and
publifhed by the Rev. Mr. Jarrett, of the epifcopal connex«
ion, Bath, Virginia. The difcourfe is in the firft of his
three volumes of difcourfes, from thefe words: K ifs the Sony
lef be be angry, and ye perifb from the way, when his wrath
is kindled but a little. Blcffed are all they that put their
truff in bim. Pllm il 12.

This difcourf= dire&s the penitent and believing foul, to
kifs the hand of the Son, in token of dependence upon him
‘his feet, in token of fubjeltion to him; and his /ips, in to-
ken of affeétion to him.  Thefe directions my foul was la-
boring to obey; and having hope of fome fuccefs in com-
ing by a living faich to the Son of God (whom 1 was led
to behold as ftanding in the prefance and at the right hand
of God), the important object then feemed to be, #0 be led
of the Son into the prefence of the Father. In this enquiry

and purfuit, difficulties {cemed to arife. The impreflion
was firm, that to the Father I was to come, as well as to
the Son; but how to gain fuitable conceptions of the Fa-
ther, and how to gain a lively faith of my acceptance with
him, I feemed not to know. My faith would frequently
run Yrom the hana to the feet, and from the feet to the lips
of the Saviour; but yet there feemed no difcovery of the
way of approach into the prefence of the adorable I AM,

Twurning to my journal to find the date of thefe experi-
ences, | find the ttate of things penned down with, perhaps,
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more exaltnefs and lifey than what mere recolleGtion will
enable me now to do. I therefore conclude to take from
the journal what may relate to the experience of my foul,
at the time referred to.  The real peoplc of God will rea-
dily receive what I may offer on the fubje& of cxperimen-
tal religion; it 18 the life of their ibuls:—and to the en-
quiring finnery this experience may be more ufzful than the
moft elaborate and penetrating reftarches into the myfte-
ries of providence or of prophecy. I thall; thercfore, make
no apology for an imitation of the examplz of the 72n 4/~
ter God’s cwor heart, when he czlls upen thofe who fear

God to come near, that he may tcll thern what God hath
done for his foul:

It may be remembered alfo, that to the minds of thof
who are capable of receiving this kind of teftimony, the fol-
lowing quotations from the journal will aid to evince the
truth of the important declaration, that this land is the land
in which the MOUNTAIN OF THE LORD’S HOUSE is ithort-
ly to be built, and from which the iniguity of 1t is to be re<
moved in ome day:  Zechs 1. g

Anxid as to the rémarks of the i'g‘nor‘ané and hardened fons
of Belial upon what I may write on the fubjed of expe-
simental religion, I have only to fay; their reproaches, in fuch
a caufe,I fhall deem the happy prefages of a final acceptance
with God; even with him whofe goings with my foul I now
proceed to raeouiit: »

Falling upon the journal at the date of the reading of Mr:
Jarrett’s difcourfe in a religious fociety, or confer:nce mect-
ing, find it to be Wednefday evening, February 34, 1796.

b
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On that day was vifitng in the parifh, and previous to
attending the focisty, find the follewing 1ot refpecting a vi-
fit te a perfon, of whom, and of “vhofe very late and fingu-
far excrcifcs, under the influence of the two contending pow-
ers of heaven and hell, more may be faid in the fequel of
this communtcation, if the Lord dire&t; without which di-
reCtion, the armour of Goliah will be kept in the tent of Da-
vid.—< He ftill infifted on certain truths, he had fpoken of
to me, as being revealed to him from God; and doubted
not I thould fee them realized.—After a fhort ptayer which
he defired me to put up, as well for the recovery of the bo-
dy, as for the comfort of the foul, I came away, trufting he
might gain ftrength, in a fhort time, to converfe farther on

the things of God.”

After farther vifiting in the neighborhood, two miles from
town, fell in, in the evemng, at a religious fociety at Jona-
nathan Williams’s.

“ The fervice foon began” (continues the journal).—
« John Burrows read a hymn, and Mr. Bryant” (a Baptift
minifter prefent) « prayed. Inthe courfe of the prayer I
was delighted at the clear and experimental views of divine
things, which Mr. Bryant feemed to have, efpecially when
fpeaking of the ftate of a perifhing world, and praying that
they might flock to the ffandard of the crofs,and bow to the
Jeeptre of the Prince of Peace: and alfo, when praying that
the perfon and dominion of Jefus Chrift might be altogether

precious in our eyes.”

An account of the reading of this difcourfe then fucceeds.

« The difcourfe being finithed, I felt a freedom to en-
large a little on the fubjec; laboring to enforce it a little,
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from a view of the many caufcs there were, why the son
of MAN fhould be angry with us, and the thoufind rezfons
why we thould not 6e admitted to the honor and Jignity of
his fubjelts, and then fhewed that ftill grace and mercy had
widely opencd the dooi; concluded with prayer, and return-
ing home, repeated fomething of the occurrences of the even-
ing to the family,

« Thurfday, F ebuary 4th.—This morning meditated on the
vail and the covering which is to be taken off the fuces of
all people; hoped it was reinoving from me, as the plainnefs
and excellency of divine truth appeared excsedingly evident
and delightful,

« Enjoyed freedom in fecret prayer; the Lord feemed to
have raifed me, by the fervice and meditations of laft even-
ing, to a ftate of preparation for higher communications in
experiméntal views than heretofore. I was enabled to kifs
the son, I hope, in the fpirit of the truth, and by the Soa
feemed to be led to the Father, behelding the righteouinefs
and blood of the exalted Redeemer as the only ground of
dependence, or hope of acceptance. In this view I faw very
clearly the diftinCtnefs of the perfon of the Father and of the
Son; andfeemed to be enquiring for the iove which was
due to the great [ AM. I foon perceived that he was the
- God and Father of our Lord Jefus Chrift, and in and thro’
him, moft clearly the God of all grace and confolation to
our ruined world. I bcheld the bleffed Jefus as our elder
brother; as bone of our bone, and as flejb of our flefh; led to
it from the immediate coming a of the declarztion—for
both be that fanctificth, and they who are fanclificdy are all
of one; that is of one God, the glorious Author of the exift-
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cace of the Gop-MAN Chrit 3+ us, and of the being and
happinefs of his ele®. Here 1 feemed to ftand, ftripped of
myfelf, and of all feif-dependance, looking faintly at the bleod
wtich feemed to have iflued from the Saviour's fide, and at
the glorious righteoufnafs with which he feemed to be cluth-
ed Asa dependem crcature, I feemed to ftand, not know-

ing or perceiving, howcver, of any fpecial tokcm of accepi-
ance with God.

<« In the cour= of the morning I labored again for far-
ther communications upon this lofty theme. I fzemed to
feel the neceflity of farther inftruction snto the nature, and
to feel more of the pewer of that repeirtance, which I now
fcemed to difcover swas neceffary, in order to give the foul
acceptance with God, though led by the hand of the Saviour.
For this attainment I propoie to iabar.

« In the morning family-fervice, read and expounded again
on Luke ix. 51. And it came to pafs, when the time was
come that be fhould be recetved up, he fledfaftly fet bis face
ts go to Ferufalem: Endeavored to thew the family that the
paflage might have reference to Chrift’s coming to his pre-
fent gofpel Jeruldlem: It was not now to fuffer, but to be
exaited; and that as he, in the face of his enemies, went up
to Jerufalem of the Jews, fo we, following him by faith,
muit not fear to face all oppofition in going up to the gof-
pel Jerufilzm: Enjoyed fome degree of freedom, and more
ftcadin.fs of thoughts in prayer than heretofore.

« In the courlc of the morning difcourfzd to the family,
to Mrs. Auftin, to our fifter Mary, and to Mifs Caldwell,
on tac firft part of the v2th chanter 5 8¢ Lichicws,
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« Renewed my advice and admonition to my nephew, and
gave him Prefident Davies’s difcourfe to read, vol. 1. fer-
mon xiiith:  Thedivine Mercy to mourning Penitents.”

« [ bave furely beard Ephraim bemoaning himfelf shus :
Thou hast chaftifed me, and Iwas chaflifed, as a bullock un-
accufiomed to the yoke: turn thou me,and I fball be turned;

for thau art the Lord my God. Surely after that I'was turn-

edy I repentedseand after that 1was infirutled, 1 [mote upon
iy thigh: I was afbamed, yea, even confounded, becaufe I
aid bear the reproach of my youth. Is Ephraim my dear
Jom? is be a pleafant ckild? for fince I fpake againft bin,
1 do earneftly remember him flili: therefore my bowels are
troubled for him; I will furely bave mercy upon ‘bim, [zith
the Lord.

« Reverend Do&or Macwhorter called to make a thort
yifit. I unfolded to him the outlines of the affair of Mr.
LConkling (the perfon juft now referred to, ‘as having been
lately under uncommeon impreflions). We converfed on the
wonderful providence of God in fupporting our govern-
ment, in continuing us peace, and the thoufand outward
bleflings with which our country is fo richly furnithed, in
comparifon with many other parts of the world. We hoped
it might be a prelude to a better falvation, yet in ftore for our
country; even the falvation of our God. It was agreed the
general plan of providence feemed toindicate it; the necef-
ity of the tinies feemed to demand its fpeedy approach, &c.
I told the Doctor I believed there was many a good old Si-
meon waiting for the confolation of Ifrael,and I trufted that
our eyes thould yet fee it, and that he fhould yet-have this
falvation in his arms before his death. He anfwered it inuft
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coms foon if that was the caie. 1 anfwered I trufted it
would.”

Though, by continuing on regularly with the journal, I
may poltpene an immediate falling upon the feene of exper:-
ence in view, when reference was firft had to the journal,
yet it 1s pofiible there may be wifc purpotes in preferving
the order of the events as they ftand in the journal. The
interefting feene of experience will {oon enfue.

“ Two fcmales, quaker friends, were announced as te
hold a meeting in the court-houfe this day. Without much
expectation went to hear them. I hope they may not be the
Sradow of the fubflance at which they feemed to be aiming.
May God correct their miftakes and our own.

« Vifited two perfons indifpofed; the latter feemed nigh
unto death.  May God graciouﬂ); afford her mote fteady,
clear, and comforting  profpets of acceptance through the
blcod and righteoufnefs of the Son of God.

« Mifs Sufan and Mifs Hetty Williamfon vifited the fa-
mily this afternoon.  'We converfed on religious things, fo
far as prudence feemed to warrant.  May {3od, of the ma-
jefty of his grace, through Jefus Chrift, mercifully vifit thefe
dear young perfons, and their dear famil y, with the abound-
ings of his grace, to the falvation of their precious and im-

mortal fouls.”

And here I paufe again to declare, from evidence fince re-
ecived, that it is not to be mattyr of furprife, ify from the el-
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deft to the youngeft of this family, there be a manifeftation of
fovercign grace in the making up of the account of the pre-

cious jewels of our God.

Of the happy defignation of certain other dear families, in
this fair village, I could fpeak, and of fuch defignation I may
fpeak when the fpirit of our God fhall lead to as natural
and eafy an opportunity as the prefent.

The journal continues :—

« In cafting my thoughts around to difcover by what means
I thall come to the knowledge of the exceeding finfulnefs of
fin, fo as to bow, fo as really to bow my foul before God,
and thus hope to find acceptance with him, in purf{uit of the
heavenly attainment, to which I feemed to have a profpect
~ of coming this morning, and which God, of his great mer-
¢y, feems to preferve through faith and prayer imprefled upon
my mind as yet, I wasled to think of Watts’s verfion of the
sift pfalm. May a gracious God blefs the reading and
contemplation of it to my foul.

« Falling upon Burkitt’s Expofition, find myfelfin a frmalf
degree imprefled with the following comment on Rom. vii.
13. That fin by the commandment might become exceeding
finful. ¢ Ah! finful fin! hypecbolically and out of meafure
¢ finful! thou art a contempt of God’s fovereign autherity;
¢ a contrariety to his infinite holinefs; a violation of his royal
¢ and rightecous law; and the higheft affront that can be of-
“ fered to the majetty of the great and glorious God.’

« Will a gracious God enftamp thefe impreffions on my‘
heart, and enable me to repent and do my firft works, that
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he may not come and fight againf? me witisthe fivord of his
mouth. Oh that i might be fully and effeCtually created anew
in Chrift Jefus!

“ Friday, Fobruary §th.—Awoke this merning ini 2 hap-
py and peaceful flate of mind:—endeavored to call up and
imprefs upon my mind the reflections of laft evening on
the exceeding finfulnefs of fin—an imprefhion yet needful
to be made. My thoughts fcemed then to reft upon a re-
mark I had, fome few days paft, made to Mrs. Auttin, and
I believe to our little family, whilft fitting at table: that I
did not know bat 252 flate of the floor on which we then fat,
was an emblem of what needed to be done in refpe to thof
who lived upon it;—this floor was to be new-laid. The
houfe, during the laﬁ_ fummer, had undergone a very tho-
rough repair, excepting this room; and the floor, efpecialfy,
was to be new-laid. Ihad ufed fome lttle exhortation to par-
fuade the family to examine the foundation on which taey
ftood, in things moral and religious ; adding, that I was per-
fuaded fuch an examination was very neceflary for me, be-
ing convinced, already, that my foundation neaded to be

neW*laid.

« Whilft dwelling upon thefe thoughts, my contempld~
tion feemed to extend to the whole houfe—an ancrent and,
for its former inhabitants, a refpeCtable {.bhric—confidering
the houfe as an embl:m of the prefent {taie of the Chriftian
church, or of our country in general: ks outfide had un-
dergone a pretty thorough repair: this feemed to denote the
externzl preparation, which GGod, in the courfe of his provi-
dence, had made in owr couatry, for the introduétion f the
glory of his kingdom. ‘This preparation {:emed to confift
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{n the nature of our government, in the pref:nt harmony of
the country, cipecially in the good underftanding which now
prevailed among the different denominations of prof-fiing
Chrittians, and in fome arrangements madc for calling the
attention of the pious to an expelation of the introduction
of this glorious day: The external part of the houfz, Like
the building of the tempie of old, feemed to bz in readincfs:
all that was now wanting was tbe defcent of the cloud upin
the temple, tir the overpadzwings of the Haly Ghoil.

« From this fubje& my thoughts were led to the fraizhs<
entng of the lines betweén Mr. Dayton’s, the prefent Speak-
er of the Houfe of Repref:ntatives, and my own property;
which took place late the laft fcalon: It feemed an emblem
of the fraightening of the lines upon the walls of the fpisit=
ual Jerufalem ; at lzaft, of the rectifying of the things which
nced to be refified in the gofpel church; and, perhaps,in
the nature and operation of things civil and religious in gen-
cral:  The line in Mr: Dayten’s hand feemed expreffive of
the Jinz and the pium:net in the hand of Zerubbabel, the
prince of Judzh, during the reitoration of the captives; and
the rebuilding of the {econd tempic; and as to myfelf, if I
had ouzht to do in the temple of God, the will of the Lord
Be done:

« My thoushts were alfo 12d to a ﬁrvcy of the fences;
efpeciaily around my grounds.  They nesded much renzw<
ing and re&ifyine. May it not be an emblem of the neces-
fity of the renewal and rectifying of the hedges of the fanc-
tuary of the gofbel church, of the vineyard of God? None
will deny but her dockiines, wortfhip, and difcipline are ca<
pable of amendment, and undoubtedly the cmblem was juft
in refpect to e proprictor himéelf

F
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“From this fcene my thoughts paffed to my dwelling-
houfe at New-Haven, built A. D. 1785—6. In the rais-
ing of this houfe, when the fabric was nearly completed, the
whole frame received an amazing fhock. It arofe from the
giving way of a fingle cedar peft, which I had placed, on
the firft day of the raifing, under one of the middle beams of
the lower floor, and the floor being immediately covered
with boards, this flender foundation was not difcovered un-
til the whole frame (containing I will not fay how many
tons of timber) was laid, and, excepting the outfide founda-
tion, depended folely on this fmall cadar poft. When the
workmen were nearly ready to huzza, in token of having
finifhed raifing, the cedar poft in a2 moment gave way, and
dropped the whole frame; but cfpecially one part—fo as to
break one of the lower beams, to fhiver one of the beams of
the chamber floor, and exccedingly to try the ftrength of
the whole frame. The fall made a great noife, and filled
the workmen, who were many of them in the third ftory
and upon the roof, with fear. Through the attention of
friends, and the ufe of a ferew, the whole frame was rectifi-
ed, and the foundation well fecured. This event recurring to
my mind, feemed, in providence, defigned as a figere of my
fall from the gofpel miniftry in 1782, foon after my return
from Eurepe; drawn away by worldly motives, or of the
low ftate of my finances after having completed this houfe.
But now I had to impute to the good hand of God my re-
ftoration to the gofpzl miniftry ;—and for the prefent abun-
dant ftate of my refources, to be grateful to the fame author
of all my earthly bleflings, conveyed principally through the
inftrumentality of my honored father and father-in-law, Da-
vid Auftin, of New-Haven, and Jofhua Lathrop, of Nor-
wich, whofe hands have ever been, and ftill are open to the
fupply of my nceds.
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«Of thefe things I fpake to Mrs. Auitin. She faid an
ingetiious mind might {piritualize any thing. I replicd, that
the idcas were conformable to what fiie knew had lorg becn
familiar with me; that the objeéls of nature or the natu:al
world, and the events of providence, wouid ere lor. | be found
to be a golpel temple; that inftrution would be derived
from an analogy between the objets of natural and reveal-
ed reigion, to the aftonithment of the infidel world; that it
thould extend from the fun in the firmament to the fnalleft
mfect that moves. Rifing from bed I added, that I doubt-
ed not that every thing around us would foon preach to us
of e things of God; perhaps the very wall over our heads
might be an emblem of the purity of the divine nature, or
exprefiive of the perfeCtion of that pavilion of providence,
which the Deity fpreads over them that love him; perhaps
the ufeful and ornamental furniture in the room might be
an emblem of the ufeful and entertaining things with which
God had furrounded us in the naturzl world ; and the walls
of the houfe an emblem of that common defeace which we

continually enjoy, through his providatial care,

« Retired for fecret devotion.  Proftrate upon the carpct
in the parlour, the pillow of the couch under my head, my
face to the earth—1I foon found my former ftanding, as before
the prefence of God; Jefus Chrift, my glorious Redeemer,
on the right hand of God, and feeming to prefent me to the
Father. My views of the fcene were faint, and my keart
unaffe@ed. I Inbored to become imprefled with the fenfa-
tions becoming the {cene, efpecially with rcal repentance and
contrition for fin:—but, alas! I could not command the
inpreffions I defired. I fummoned up the fins of my life,
of mature and of prallice, of youth and of riper days, and
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feemed to implore the aid of the Holy Ghoft to give edga
to my views and defires.  All exertion of this kind fcemed
i van. I returned to Jefus, my hope and my aid. I la-
Lored to kifs the don in the light of the diretion given i
hir. Jarrcw’s difcourfe: his hand in token of my depand-
cnce upen i his feet in token of my abfolute {ubjection
to &in: But, oh! how, how could I think of rifing toem-
brace nis i2ps! I appeared altozetier and totaily unworthy
o: this wender privilege; and, clothed as in the garments of
natuic and pollution, feemed to fhrink from the sttempt; but,
eacourazed by the kind invitation of redeeming love, I feem-
€d to dirz approaca, and in the ardency of affection to fay,
by baisved 1s miney and I am his! 1 fcemed to fa<] that na
expreifioas, even in the Song of Solomon, were too forcible
to Csprels the Lvelinefs of the amizble fefus!

« In this frame I feemed to turn to God the Father, as
thouzh hopiny to be affe@ed with my former fins, and there-
by 20 be capable of repentance and humiliation before him,
I laborad to fummon up the inftruction of Burkitt’s expofi-
tion on the finfulnefs of fin; f{ccing and feeling that it was
a: a¢t of rebellion again®t the fovereign and glorious author-
ity of thz Great Eternal, the rizhtful Lord of heaven and
earil; that it was committed againft the holinefs and pur-
ity of the divine nature, a violation of God’s hely and right-
cous law, a reproach againdt the being, the government, and
cominion of the Lord Jehovah—as well as tending to the dis-
crder of the created univerie, and marring the workmanthip
of (yod inthe detiuction of thefoul. From thefe lzborsl
{-cined to be led ro the declaration of our blefled Lord, refpect-
ing the conviétion of fin through the coming of the Comfort-
¢y the Holy Spirit of promife; He Jfball reprove the world of
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fin, becaufe they telicve not on mey of righteoufnofs, becaufe
1 go to my Father,and ye lec me no more; of judgment, be-
caufe the prince of this world is judged. 1-feemed to havg
fome faint view of the finfulnefs of fin from. thefe words, and
hoped, through attention to them and farther addrefs ta God,
to _ain a more full underftanding of them. Rendering
thanks to God for mercies thus far, I came out to family
worthip.

« Enjoyed very clear and happy views of the glorious
things mentioned in the ninth chapter of Hebrews; enlargs
ed upon the chapter to the family; and was ftrengthened in
pfayer through the force of the truths contained in the chap-
ter, and, I hops and truft, through the aids of the Spirit of
Grace. |

« After family fervice I was again with God in fecret ;
and I do not pretend to fay in which of thef: interefting
feafons I enjoyed moft of the prefence of God, or made the
moft improvement in faving knowledge. |

« After breakfafting and fhaving, I retired to my cham-
ber. Whilft minuting the matter of running the line be-
twecn Mr. Dayton and myfelf, confidering him as the politi-
cal Zerubbabel or prince of Judah,and enquiring to ltnow
by what name the minifter in holy things was called, not re-
collecting whether it was Jefhua or Jothua—I was led to

etch from anether room a difcourfe I had written, fome time
fince, in view of aiding the people of God to aroufe, and to
unite in a concert for prayer, in hope that God might be en-
treated to hear, and to appear for the deliverance of Zion.
The difcourfe is from Zcch. iv. 7. #he art theu, O great
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mountain? Before Zerubbabel thou fhalt become a plain »
and be fhall bring forth the beadftore tberccf with fbout-

ings, crying, Gracey grace unto it.

« After reading awhile and not coming at the name of
the high-prieft of that day, I was induced to turn to the
chapter, and examine more fully into the nature of the fcens

to which the difcourfe feemed to refer.

« Experienced a folemn fcene under the reading of the
shird chapter. It begat humiliation, felf-loathing, prayer,
and fafting ; added to 2 firm, perfonal dedication of myflf;
and of my all, unto God, through grace and ftrength to be
continually derived from him.

« Difcourfed with my dear Mrs. Auftin; prayed her te
read the difcourfe of Mr. Jarrett, or of Prefident Davies on
¢ The divine Mercy to mourning Penitents.” Will a very
gracious God affit her in the reading and right application
of what thou mayeft gracioufly caufe to fall in her way.

« Before the throne of the Great Eternal, in the name of
the blefled Jefus, I moft fincerely defire to bow; allying
myfelf cheerfully, through the Spirit, to the fervice and em-
ployinent to which God may gracioufly cali me, both in
time and for ever. May his grace be ever fufficient for me.

« Friday evening, February sth.—I truft this day hath
been the day of my foul’s efpoufals unto God, and the day of
my confecratiorn to the fervice of God in Zion. May the

ftrength and majefty of divine grace be my everlafting fup-
port,
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« The third chapter of Zechariah hath fent faintnefs in<
to my foul, and weaknefs into my bones; but the Lord gra-
cioufly fupported me—glory be to his holy name.

« Hail! fellow-heirs! fcliow-laborers in the kingdom of
THE $ON, whether in heaven above, in the church triumph-
ant in heaven, or in the church militant on the earth!”

Though this chapter is not inferted in the journal; as
there may be perfons called to read this tract, who may not
have a bible at hand, it may not be improper to infert the
chapter at large.

Let it be noted, that Haggai and Zechariah both prophe-
fied during the rebuilding of the temple, after the return of
the captives from Babylon; as thefe United States have late-
ly obtained deliverance from a partial fubjeion to the do-
minion of the Babylon of Great-Britain:—that thefe Unit-
ed States were prefigured by the tribes of the returning
Jews:—and that their temple having fuffered a fufpenfion of
building; was now to be ftarted forward, under the counte-
mance and fuperintendency of Jofhua the high prieft, and of
Zerubbabel the leading prince of Judea.

Whether the vifion of the prophet was at all underftood,
in the day in which it was delivered, or whether they con-
fidered it as having relation altogether to thiny: future, is
not needful now to enquire.—MTr. Sexias, leader of the fy-
nagozue, New-York, declares, that the Jofhua, in this chap-
ter {poken of, is a perfon, in the prefent view of the Jew-
ifh nation, yet to be revealed; and that the branch here re-
ferred to is the MESSIAH, whom they now expedt,
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ZECHARIAH IIL

UNDER THE TYPE OF JOSHUA, THE RESTORATION OF
THE CHURCH IS PROMISED.

1. And be frewed me Fofbua the high prieff flanding be=
fore the angel of the Lord, and Satan flaiding at his right
hand ts refift bim.

2. And the Lord faid unts Sata, The Lord rebuke thee,
O Satan; even the Lird that hath chofen Ferufalem rebuke
thec: is not this a brand plucksd aut of the fire ?

3. Now Fofpoua was clothed with filthy garmentsy and
yo3d befire the angel,

4. And be anfwered and [pate unto thofe that ffaod before
 bim, [aying, Take away the filthy garments frem bim. Ans

unta him he [aidy Behold, I bave caufed thine iniguity to
pafs from thee, and I will clothe thee with change of rai-
nmicit.

S And I faid, Let them [et a fair mitre upon his beads
So they [et a fair mitre upon bis beadyand elsthed him with
garments.  And the angel of the Lord flood by.

6. dnd the angel of the Lard proteficd unte fojbua, fay-
mg,

7. Thus faith the Lord of Fofts: If thou wilt walt ir
my ways, and if thow wiit keep my charge, then thou fhalit
alfo judge my houfe, and fhalt alfs keep my courts, and Fw:!l
give thes places to walk amsng thefz that fland by.

8. Hear now, O Fofbua the hizh prieft, thou, and tHv
[ellows that fit before thee: for they are men wondered at:
Jory bebold, I will bring forth my fervant the BRANCEH.

g For behold the flone that I bave lasd b.j2r o frfunas
upon one flone thall be feven eyes: beholdy I wil enyrave the
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&raving thereof, faith the Lord of Hofts, and Iwill remove
¢he iniquity of that land in one day. |
10. In that day, fuith the Lard of Hofts, jhall ye call

every man his neighber under the vine and under the fig-
iree.

And let it not be forgotten, ¢that this chapter immediates
ly fucceeds a moft ample and joyful promife of the reftoras
tion of the univerfal Zion of God. 'The verfes which pre-
cede this chapter are as follow: Chap. ii. 10~—13. Sing and
rejoicey O daughter of Zion: for, lo, I comeyand 1 will dwell
an the midft of thee, faith the Lord, And many nations fhall
be joined to the Lord in that davy and foall be my people »
and I will dwell in the midfl of thee, and thou fhalt know
that the Lord of Hofts hath fent me unto thee. And the
Lord fhall inberit Fudab bis portion in the boly land, and
fhall chaofe Ferufalem again,

A fhort comment on the firft paort of the third chapter
now fucceeds.—1"he reader will recollect, that the patt quo-
tations of experience declare, that the ftanding of my foul
before God was that of a ftruggling ftate, laboring for ac-
ceptance with God, whilft Icd te the FATHER by the hand

of the soN.

In this ftate of experience it was that divine providence
led me to the fight of this third chapter of Zechariah; and
fo powerful was the impreflion of the chapter upon my
riind, at almoft the firit difcovery, that it dropped me to the
flcor, and produced that felf-abalement of which the journal
hath fpoken. ‘The charater and ftanding of Fofpua was

prefented as my own.  The angel of the Lord was reveals
¢
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ed as Chrift Jefus, and Satan at bis right hand reprefented
the difficulties found in gaining a ftanding before God.—By
the rcouke which the Lord gave to Satan, 1 was made to
underftand the rebuking of the adverfary by Chrift Jefus:
By the Lord who hath chofen Ferufalem was reprefented the
‘adorable 1 £.M, who, through Chrift Jefus, had chefer: the
Jerufalem now to be fet up: and by the interceffion for the
rebuking of Satan, by the angel, was to be underftood, the
interceffion of the Lord Jefus Chrift for the fuppreflion of all
oppofition to the defigns of the deteirminate counfels of the
Beity in this mighty concern. The braxd plucked out of the
fire may mean the perfon, or the Jerufalem to be delivered,
but moft pfobably the former. By the filthy garments with
which Jofhua was clothed, underftand the charatter and
ftanding of the condemned fuppliant before the throne of
mercy; and by his flanding before the angel, underftand the
ftation wlich, in the exercifes of private intercourfe with
the Deity, he ffillis allowed to hold. ~OF what follows (in

the cnapter) the reader may form what judgment he thinks
warranted by the infviration. of God.

The declaration which this pamphlet prefumes to make
i, tat the water, by the decree of heaven, is the Jothua
menuoned 1 this chapter, and that under an adminiftration
arpointed to himy, in a feafsy the kigdom of the apora-
BLE BRANCH Will (in. God’s own time) {pring up. Zech.
Vi 12,13, |

"This teitimony, by thofe whom the Lord (hall enable to re-
ceive it (for L aver that none others wili receive it), goes to
the flrengthening of the aréu;nent in favor of the declara-
ton, dhat, ¢4is dead is the land fpoken of in this chaprer, and
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from this land it is that its iniquity is tobe removed in one
day.  Behold, I will en;rave the graving thereof, faizh the
Lovd of Hefs, and I will remove the iniguity of that land
in one day. Verle g,

If there be defignations of chara&er refpeQing Jofhua,
and the affiftance he might be fuppofed to have afforded to
Z.erubbabel, in his civil or ecclefiaftical charalcr, which, it
may be faid, cannot be applied as the prefent pamphlet de-
clares, let us examine alittle the foundation of fuch an opin-
lon. If the charalter before you, howioever unfuccefsful .
the attempt, has, in his ftation, and according to his ability,
been uniting, in political and ecclefiaftical exertiens, to for-
ward the fame work, in which our political Zerubbabel has
been engaged, perhaps it may not be eafy to prove that the
application infifted on is not true and juft, according to the
eriginal defignation of the Holy Spirit of God.

In attempting to make out this application, the writer is
very fenfible he treads on very delicate ground; and, were
he not aflured that he was writing under the firm decree, and
immediate infpe&ion of infinite wifdom, and of omnipotent
power, he would at once forbear; but trufling that the
commiffion beftewed, lowing from the moft unfathomable and
boundlefs grace, is infinttely precious; relying on the muni-
tion of rocks te make good the plea, the writer does not for-
bear to ftate the fa@s which arc svell authenticated, and
which may be confidered as fupporting the application in
queftion. . And whilft the writer attempts to defend the
commiffion, to which the fovereignty of God permits him
to lay claim, he hopes the candid reader will believe the de-

claration to arife from the integrity of his heart, waen he
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declares, that if ever the decree of heaven fhall fo ordain,
ge verieff Lazarus of the fanCtuary fhall, in 2 moment,
take the place at prefent allotted him; but, until that time,
bie hopes he fhall be excufed, if, in the fpirit of his commif-
fion, the arm of the Lord being his defence, he declares,
that no power on earth, or in hell, thall wreft it from him.
Being an apofile of the Gentiles, faith Paul, I magnify mine

office.

‘The writer will now proceed, imploring the aids of fove-
reign grace, to ftate fome of thofe things by which it may
be evinced, that, in the courfe of divine providence, the pre~
fent commiflion hath been illuftrated in the charaler and
ftation of hin: who now claims the ftanding affumed; and in
the perfon of Rev. James Caldwell, bis predeceffor in this
TEMPLE of the Lard. In the year A. D. 1788, at and
about the time in which our political- Zerubbabel was pre-~
fented with the plummet of providence, and called to aid in
the political concerns of his country, the writer was called,
in providence, to affift in the religious concerns of the fame.
It is well known, that, from the year A.D. 1783, until

1787, the writer’s ftation as a minifter of Chrift ceafed.—.
“This was the peviod inwhichour country was in its low ftate
after the war, and the time in which the wheels of our coun-
try’s profperity were much clogged; but on the opening of
the {cenes of the new conftitution, the writer was againawak«
ed to his duty.

That the call may be fubftantiated, the credentials are ad-

ded; firft of the licenfure, and then to the office of the reg-
ular miniftry at Elizabeth-Towa.
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« At an ASsOCIATION of the county of New-Haven, con-
vened at the houfe of the Rev. Mr. Bray, in North Guil-

ford, May 30, 17380,

« David Auftin, A. B. of New-Haven, offering himfelf
to faid aflociation for examination, in order to his obtaining
a licenfe to preach as a candidate for the gofpel miniftry, and
exhibiting proper teftimonials of his full communion and re-
gular ftanding in the church of Chrift; faid associaTioN
entered upon his examination, and having obtained full fa-
tisfaltion in regard to his qualifications to preach the gofpel,
did licenfe and recommend the faid David Auftin, A. B. as
a fuitable candidate for the improvement of the churches,
and for fettlement in the work of the gofpel miniftry, where-
ever God in his providence fhall call him. This licenfe to
be continued according to the ufage of faid AssociaTiox for
the term of four years from the date above,

Certified by
ELIZUR GOODRICH, Y Minin
NICHOLAS STREET, |yt df
BENJAMIN TRUMBULL, § and Mem’
JONATHAN EDWARDS, | s of the
ALLYN MATHER. Aeciation.
« EasT-GUiLFORD, Ocfober 16, 1787.

<

« The above licenfe and recommendation was remeqwed
by the Affociation’s committee of the eaftern diftri&t of the
eounty of New-Haven.

JONATHAN TODD.
AMOS FOWLER,
ELIZUR GOODRICH,

(Copy.) SAMUEL ELLIS, Regifter of the Affaciation.

Committee.
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That the event of the writer’s coming and refidence 2t
Elizabeth-Town 2y be underftocd, an infertion of the fol-
lowing papers may be excufed.

“ErrzaBeta-Toww, March 18, 1488.
« SIR,

« The congregation in this town having been vacant tor
z2-confiderable time, and the fupplies appointed by prefbyte-
ry being expended, they have been encouraged to apply to
you, in hopes that you might be prevailed an to {upply our
puipit for fix or eight weeks. The congrezaton thercfore
have empowered me, as prefident of their truftees, to requeft
your attendance here accordingly, as foon as you can make
it convenient to take fuch a journey. As it is a matter of
confequence, that fo larze a congregation thould be contin-
ually fupplied, I muft bey the favor of an anfwer per poft,
that we may know how far we may place a dependence on.
your labors.

~-

«1 am, with great refpeét, Sir,
«Your very humble fervant,

«ISAAC WOOPBRUFF,
“Rev. Mr. David Auftin.”

«Nr.w-York, March 19, 1788,
«S1r,

«The enciofed letter is from the prefbyterian congrega-
tion at Klizabeth-Town, to which I belonz. I was in this
town at the time the congrega*?on agreca upon the applica-
tion, but am told it contains an invitation to preach to them
for feveral weeks, which you may think unreafonable as to
the length of time ; but as we are looking for a minifter fur
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life, a fettlement of one thould not be too hattily gone in-

to:—a reciprocal acquaintaice cught to be had previous tg
fuch a connection.
]

“ As Dr. Rogers had through me recommended the ap-
plication, I called upon him this morning to write to yow
upon the fubjedt, but found he was cut of town; he will,
however, return foon enough to write by next poft. |

«] am, with'great regard, Sir,
« Y our ‘obedient fervant,

«ABRAHAM CLARK.
« Rev. David Auftin.”

“New-York, March 22, 1788.

«SIR,
“The enclofed Dr. Rogers fent me this evening to for-
ward to you. I prefume he gives you in it fome account of
the congregation at Elizabeth-Town, by which you will be
able to determine whether a journey there will be agrecable
to you. I acquainted him with the application I forwarded
to you laft poft, and defired him to write as I gave you rea-
jon to expect in my laft. |
“I am, Sir,

« Your obedient fervant,

« ABRAHAM CLARK.
« Rev. Mr, Auftin.”

“New-York, March 22, 1788.
“My pEAR SR,

“T'he honorable Mr. Clark, a member of the congrega-
. - A} . . ‘ i ’ A} rdl
tion of Elizabeth-Town, New-Jerfey, and a delegate from
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that ftate in Congrefs, informs me that fociety have fent you
‘an invitation to fpeixi a few fabbaths with them, and withes
me to drop you a line upon the fubjedt. It is one of the
moft numerous and important congregations in the bounds
of our prefbytery:—I hope you will find it convenient to
accept their invitation, and I fhall be happy to fee you ant
your way there,
«In the mean time I am,
«With the moft fincere efteem,
“ Your affeCtionate triend
« And fellow-fervant,

« JOHN ROGERS.
® Mr. Auftin.”

«New-HaveN, March 24, 1788,

« RESPECTED SIR,

«] have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your ve-
ry obliging invitation of fpending a few fabbaths with the
refpeétable prefbyterian congregation at Elizabeth-Town.
Having taken the advice of friends on the fubject, I have
concluded to fignify my acceptance of the propofal of fpend-
ing a few fabbaths with you, and, by the leave of Providence,
may be expeéted at Elizabeth-Town by the 6th of April
next, which will be the nrft fabbath in the month.

« With higheft fentrments of eftecm,
« Subfcrite, repected Sir,
“Ycur fricnd and humble fervant,

«DAVID AUSTIN.
« Mr. Ifaac Weodrufl,? ;
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«May 7th, 1738.

« A committee from the congregation of Elizabeth-"T'own
informed the prefbytery, that Mr. David Auitin, 2 candidate
for the miriftry, belonging to the aflociation of New-Ha-
ven, had been preaching among them, miuch to their fatis-
faCtion; and that they requefted leave of the prefbytery to
draw up and prefent a call for him. The prefbytery having
taken their requeft into confideration, and being fully fatis-
fied with the certificates which Mr. Auftin produced of his
licenfure, unanimoz{ly agreed to grant the requeft of the
committee.”

An authentic extra& from the minutes of the prefbyte-
ry of New-York, at a feflion at Elizabeth-Town,
May 7th, 1788.

JACOB VAN ARTSDALEN, Stated
clerk of the Ordﬁ*'ter)v

« A czll was brought into prefbytery from the congrega-
tion of Elizabeth-Town for Mr. David Auftin, in order to
be Jelivered to him for his acceptance; which call the pres-
bytery put into the hands of Mr. Auftin for his confideration.™

Anauthent: extra® from the minutes of the prelby-
tery of New-York, at a feflion at Elizabeth-Town,
May 7th, 1788.

JACOB VAN ARTSDALEN, Stated

clevk of the prefbytory.
H
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“ 0. DAVID AUSTIN, PreEACHER of the GOSPEL:

“DEear Sy,

“ 1y¢, the members of the prefbyterian congregation at
El'zaboth-Town, being defhitute of the ftated adminiftra-
tioa of the word and ordinznces of Chrift; and being in fome
meature {onfible of their ineftimable value; and having had
an opportudity, in the coutfe of divine providence, of ac-
quaintince with your gifts and abilities as a preacher of the
gofp.), as alfy with your private hife and Chrithian deport-
ezt and having a good report from other gentlemen, who
have hud longer opportunity of knowing you—are fo entire-
ly plealzl with the fame, that we cordially prefent you with
tis our unanimous CALL to take the paftoral charge of us
in the Lordy and we promife hereby to attend upon your ad-
miatitrations with dihgence, and fubmit to the duz excrcife
of the difcipline of Chrift’s houfe among us.

« And that you may be able to attend upon the great du-
ties of your miniftry, free from the diftracting cares of this
hfe, we promift to pay unto you yearly and every year the
{um of three hundred pounds, reckoning Spanifh milled dol-
lars at feven fhillings and fix pence, or the value thereof in
the current money of this ftate, without depreciation or
other deduction, and to allow you the ufe of all the lands
now belonging to the corporation, as long as you fhall con-
tinue in the regular exercife of the gofpel miniftry among us.

« Signed by order and in behalf of [aid congregation,

« ISAAC WOODRUFF, Prejident,
« DAVID OGDEN, § Deacons
« STEPHEN WHEELER, ’
« SAMUEL CHANDLER, Elder.”,
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% The moderator inform=d the prefbytery that Le had
called them together, at this tims, at the requeft of two of
che brethren, in order to receive Mr. David Auftin’s anfwer
to the cail of the congregation of Elizabeth-Town, and to
take lus trials preparatory to his ordination. Mr. Auftin was
then afked if he was ready to give his anfwer to faid call;
upon which he declared his acceptance thereof.”

« 7o the MODERATOR ¢f the PRESBYTERY 6 NEW-YORK,

“ EvizaseTH-Town, Fune 1, 1788.
“REVEREND AND DEAR SIR,

“ Having ferioufly and, I hope, duly weighed the call pre-
{fented me by the prefbytery at their laft meeting, to take up-
on me the paftoral charge of the congregation at Elizabeth-
- ‘Town, I do hereby, with no {inall degree of diffidence and
perfonal conviction of my infufficiency for fo high and hon-
orable, yet laborious a tafk, fignify my acceptance of faid
call; trufting, through ftrength derived from the great head
of the church, as well as from the affiftance of the minifters
of Chrift (now humbly folicited) with whom I may be-
come aflociated, that I may be enabled, in fome {mall de-
gree, to difcharge the duties of fo high an ofhice.

« DAVID AUSTIN.”

Laa e Y

« The prefbytery then proceeded to the examination of
Mr. Auftin refpectisg his experimental acquaintance with
religion, and his particular views in entering into the work
of the gofpel miniftry, with which the prefbytery were fa-
tished, '
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“ The prefbytery preceeded to exammine Mr. Auftin en
the Latin, Greck and Hebrw lanzuages, in which be was
aproved; and aljo beard his iormon from Rom. x. 17, ond
an exexclis onthe < eftiony, Num Corifli juflitia peccators
imputata fit carfa meritoria juflificationis ejus cun: Deo?
which were {uitained as parts of trial.

- “The prefbytery 2lio examined Mr. Auftin on the artsand
{ciences, moral philefophy, divinity, and church hiftory and
government, in which parts of trial he was alfo approved:
and Mr. Aufitn adopter: the Weftminfter confeflion of faith

as the confeflian of his faith, and declared his approbation of
the directory for prefvyterian difcipline and worfhip, toge-

ther with the iarger and fhorter catechifms.—It was agrecd = @

to defer the appoiniment of the time of his ordinatien to the
meeting of the prelbytery at Schenettady,”

An authentic extract from the minutes of the prefby-
tery of New-York at a feffion at Elizabeth ‘T wn,
July 1, 1788.

JACOB VAN ARTSDALEN, svated
clerk of the prefl ytery.

¢« 'I'he minutes of a prefbytery, pro re 1ata, held at Eliza-
beth-Town, Juiy 1, 1788, were read, from which it appearcd
that Mr. Auftin had accepted the cal! prefented to him from
the congregation of Elizabeth-Town, and that he had alfo
patied through the whole of the tiials preparatory for ordina-
tion with acceptance :—The peefbytery therefore appointed
Mr. Auftin’s ordination at Elizabeth Town on the fecond
T'ucfiay of Scptember next, at ten o’clock in the forenoon—
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A r. Roe te preash the ordination fermon, Dr. Rogers to pre-
fide, and [¥e, Macwhorter io give the charge to tae people.”

An authentic extra&t from the minutes of the prefby-
teiv of New-Tork, atafefion at Scheneltady, Au-
cuit 14, 1788,

JACOB VAN ARTSDALEN, Stated
clerk of the prefbytery.

@7, ¢ PRESEYTERY of NEW-YORK a2d NEW. JERSEY.

«REVEREND GENTLEMEN,

« YWhereas we are informed that, in the courfe of divine
p ovidenc, the congregation of Elizabeth-Town, in the
jeatz of WNew-Jerley, have wnvited Mr David Auftin of
New-Haven, in the flate i}l' Conneclicut, to be their paitor
and teacher in holy things; we fignify to you, that Mr. Aus-
tin, who is called into your limits, was regularly recom-
mended ss a preacher of the goipel by the aflociation of the
county of New-Haven, and that as fuch we ftill recommend |
him to be in good ftanding among us; and that Mr. Aus-
tin, according to the ufage of our churches, approving him-
{-:!If to the coiigregation which has invited him to be their
paftor, and to the minifters with whom he is to be connect-
cd, necds no further fanction or approbation of this or any
other affoctution in thefe paris.  And thould Mr. Auttin ac-
cept the invitation which has been prefented him, we do
moft fincercly and heartily wifh him God fpeed, and do by
thefe prefonts moft affectionately recommend him to the
care, dircétion, and Chriftian communion of the miniftcrs
of Chnft with whom he may become connelted.
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“ Done at a meeting of the silociatinn of the eaftern dis-
trict ov the county of New-Haven, at the houfz of the Rev-
erend Samuel] Eels, in Branford, on Tuefday the 21ft day
of May, A. D. 1788.

« By order of affociation,

“ JjONATHAN TODD, M:dcrator,
« ELIZUR GOODRICH, S:ribe.”

L ]

& The prafbytery proceeded to the ordiration of Mr. Aus-
tin: Mr. Roe preached the ordination fermon from Gal. 1.
0. After formon Mr. Auftin having publicly adopted the
confeffion of the faith of this church as the confeflion of his
“.ith, and declared his =flent to the form of government, dis-
cipline, and worfhip—the preibytery did fet him apart to the
work of the gofpe) miniftiy,by prayer and the impofitior. of
Lands, according to the rules of our church; and, with the
mutual confent of both parties, inftalled him paftor of the
congregation of Elizabeth-Town, agreeably to the appoint-
ment of the laft prefbytery:—Dr. Rogers prefided:—Dr.
Macwhoater gave the exhortation to the people. Mr. Aus-
tin then took his feat as a member of the prefbytery.”

An authentic cxtra& from the minutes of the prefby-
tery of New- York, at a {flion at Elizabeth-Town,
September g, 1788. 1
JACODB VAN ARTSDALEN, Stated |
clerk of the prefbytery. |
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The foregoine papers thew, that on the opening of the
profpzrous ftate of cur country in 1787 and 1788, tiie wri-
ter was hmfclf awaked from his workdly lethargy, and arous-
ed to the forvize of God. The renewal of his licenfure in
Oclober 1787, ard his call to Elizateth-Town in March
1738, and the sainutes of his ordination in September. thew,
thut the difpenfations of Providence towards him feemzd,
n {oms meafure, to keep pace with the new ..« - cation
of the political ftate of our country urder the :iopion of
the new conftitution, and the call of our political Zerubba-
bel to hold the plummet of Providence whilft the political
EDIFICE was reared up. T'he Convention met at Phila-
delphia, September 1787; Coner~fs, as organized by the
new conftitution, affembled at New-Yor.c, April 1788.

The next object prefenting demands tie evidence there
:s, that the writer may be confidered as the Jofhua fpoken
of Zach. iii. and in vw'sat manner hath he affifted in tha
temple of tue Lord ?

As both the political and ecclefiaftical concerns of the an-
tient tribes were incorporated in the proceecings of the na-
tion whilft affifted, under the providence of (God, by Jothua
and Zerubbabel—perhaps it may not be unjuft to confider
the evidence of the affiftance attempted by the writer, both
in things civil and in things religious, until the prefent day.

And in this place it will not be needful to recur to the
events of youth, by fea or land, in the corimon caufe,
againfl the common enemy ; nor to fpeak of his aniform fee-
deral principles, previous to the promulgation ol the prefent
conftitution.  Suffice it (though ke might make men.
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tion of clofe en_azen.ents and of narrow cfcapes boti by
fea and §ond) if in tis place he only fpeaks of the keadings

¢! providiace from 1788 to the profent year, 1799

That on his comirg ie El zubeth-Town, ard finding the
new church ftrugsling for aid, on the foundation of the old
one burned by the Britith, he was immediately led to put
his hand and his counfel to this work, none wiil pretend to
deny. Whether this new buildirz, reared on tie founda-
tion of the old one, may not be typical of the new cofpl
ftate, now to be. reared on the foundation of the prefcnt ony,
rcady to pafs away; and whether the glory of the lautier
houfe may not, in a fonfe beth applicable to the edifice 1t-
felf and the fpiriteal temple of the Lord new to be fct up,

exceed the glory of the former, events will difclofe.

As foon as arrangements were made for the complztion
of this edifice, and even whilit the work was going on and
refources raifing, it pleafed the wifdom of God to direct thut
a more enlarged fphere of action fhould be commencad.

This feems to have been done, by exciting in the duft
and athes before him a defire to unite the different denomi-
nations cf profefling Chriftians into one bond of Chriftiait
followfhip and minifterial communion. In the exccution
of this purpufe a circular letter was iffued, with propofals
for the publication of a work entitled THE AMERICAN
PreacHER. This letter was addreifed to the clergy of
the feveral denominations in the United States, and their
contributions of manuicript difcourfes were requefted.
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The following 's a blank copy of the firft circular letter:

“ErizaBeTn-Town, April 4 1790.
“REVEREND SiR,
“In behalf of the interefts of THE AMERICAN PREACH-
e, I taire tie liberty of enclofing to you a plan of the work.

I need not enlarge upon its objedts: the enclofed fpeaks for
- 1tlelf.

% The return of fome partial {ubfcriptions which have al«
ready been abroad, appear to annouice a good profpect of
fuccels.

«If you, Sir, fheuld dzem the objet worthy of your ne-
ticz, vou will pleafe to give it your interet. We fhould
_think ourfelves obliged by fuch-affiftance, as you might be
plealcd to favor“urs with, . At leaft we hope for of
vour manufcript fermons; {uch as you may judge will beft
anfiver the purpofes tne pian holds up te view, and do the
hizheit honor to their author, whofe name will be placed at '
the hiead of cach page his fermons may occupy.

« Without doubt there may be 4 g‘reéter nunber of dis-
courfes colleCted, than can be admittad into the prefent
vrork 3 but this can be deem=d 15 obftacle to the interefts
-of the work, or tc the excrtions of thofe -who wifh it fuc~
cefs—as fiom the whole, feleCions will be made of fuch
numbers and of fuch fiubjeSts; as promif: to make the pre-
{ ni work the mot perfedt in itfelf and in the connection of
is parts.  And if, alter the exccution of the prefent volumes,
the work fhould mect the approbation of the public, it is

3 propofed that the numbers thail be continued, which the

oviiplus fermorns may be well able to fuppbrt».
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«[t may not be improper to mention, it & e’ ral il-
luttration of fubje&ls mav be better fuited to *he "o fis of
this work than a polemic one; and that the difzcs s be

moderate 1n length.

« As it is nesdful that fHme perfon of influence fhouic be
concarned in the circulation of the fubfcriptions, you vill
not think it too much vshen we exprefs our withes, that you
“would offer the enclofed to fuch perfons as you may beli vz
would readily encourage it. And if you fhould fignify tut
you are willing to be anfwerable for the fubfcribers upon t.. -
returned fubfcription, due care will be taken to fend you t
allowance the propofals promife. |

“You will pleafe to return your fubfcription, with your
“manufcript fermons, fealed up to o |
| o by the  day of
Septcmber next enfuing. It is expeQed that the work will
be put to prefs as foon as convenient afrer that time, and
executed with difpatch.

«In behalf of the interefts of the prefent work, fubfcribe,
“ Reverend and dear fir,
“ Your fincere friend,
“and unworthy fellow-laborer
“in Jefus Chrift,
“ DAVID AUSTIN.

tad

«Reverend Mr. =———

As the obje&t of this work is more fully ftated in the pre-
face to the fir/t volume of the work than in the propofuls
which accompanied the letter, an infertion of this pretace
may not be ufclefs or improper..
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-« To thofc, who have izen the plan and circuiar lctter
{:nt abroad for the cxecution of this wogk, httL, information
will be neceflary; but for tire information of thofe wiio have
vot fzen them, it may not he improper, or out of place, to
fiv, that the following were tie objedls in view, and tiofe
which were publithed 2¢ the {oundation and intention of the
WOIK.

« [. To bring into public view many excelient difcourfes
now in manufeript, proxmﬁno sreat benefit to the interefts
of religion.

« I1. To unite in one work fome of the beft perform-

arzes of the day, as a fpecimen of the pulpit taients of the
tine.

« IiL. By uniting the feveral moft important relizious
denominations in one work, “to open the door for the more

extznfive exercife of CHRISTIAN CHARITY 2mONg CHRIS-
TIAN BRETHREN.

“ IV. To afford Chriftian families a comp°nd1un1 of
Chriftian m&ru&xon.

. . /
« V. To prevent the farther importacon of printed fer-
ions, by encouraging the publications of our own country.

« Such werc the real, and, we truft, juitifiable reafons by
waich the public were invited to encourage the plan.

“ Befides the influence the plan itfelf might be fuppofed
to claim, it was fupported by the following recommendation.
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“ Having duly confidered the plan of the AMERICAN
“ PREACHER; now ,pjéred for the approbation of the pub-
« licy, we take the hiberty of fignifying our concurrence in
« the faney nat doubting but zt inay well execute the obir7s 1t
@ prajofes. |
WiLLiaM LiviNGsToN, Governor of the
State of New-Ferje;.
GEORGE CLINT\)N Governor of the State
of New-York.
WirLiam SAMUEL JoHNSON, Prefident
of Columbia Collegey and one of the Sena-
tors of the United States. -
Erias BOUDINO Ty L. L, D. Member of
Congrefs.

« The fuécefs of the plah arid circular letter is fufficiently
teltified by the exiftence of the work in its prefent form, as
well as by the refg»&ablc lift of fubfcribers Who have fup-

| parted it.

« It is not pretended that all the preachers of the gofpel in
~the United Statés; who are juitly entitled to diftinction,
both for the purity of their doétrines, and elegance in ftyle,
are among the number of thefc who have fupported this
work; but we believe, that thofe who appear in the follow-
ing pages will be pronounced to have well fupported the
- caufe they were fo indulgent as to urdertake,

« Such has been the reception of our plan in the prefent
inftance, that we feel ourfelves juftified in announcing to the
publica FOURTH VOLUME; and, ina word, a SUCCESSION
of volumes, fo long as the prefent dxi}:oﬁtzon to encourage
the work fhall continuc,
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« In fupport of this plan we plead an inclination, more
fully, to execute the objects juft now recited, as giving ori-
gin to the work; and we add a defire,

“« I To forma fuch a colletion of difcourfes as may
amount to a fyften of Chriftian faith and pratice.

« JI. By this fyftem to rafe an oppofition to error and
herefy of every kind.

« ITI. To direct the prefent prevailing difpofition to li-

berality in matters of religion into a proper chanrel, and
open the door for Chriftian commnunion upon principles
ACKNOWLEDGED and UNDERSTOOD.

« IV. To lay a foundation for the univerfal agreément

of the Chriftian church, when the high profpets of futuri-
“ty fhall be unfolded.

« We pretend not to a fpirit of prophecy, but find a will-
ingnefs to hazard a conjecture, that, under the fupreme and
fuperintending providence of God, fome fuch fmall begin-
nings or dawnings of light may, eventually, be confidered as
annoyncing the approach of MERIDIAN DAY.

« We are not backward to fay, that fuch religious union,
and influence as this work labors to accomplith, will add no
fmall DIGNITY and SUFPORT to the POLITICAL INTER-
EsTs of our country. To the influence of law it will add
the energy of confcience and moral duty; to the fubject it
will adminifter fafety and proteGtion from the encroachments




. €€

of 2 vitr: ry power; and to all under its influence will fhed™
the 1 'ch:ft of civiL and soc1AL bleflings.*

« With the dcepeft veneration we DEDICATE our la-
bors, and thofe of our brethren, to the Goop PROVIDENCE
of ALMIGHTY GOD,and tothe PATRONAGE of the PIOUS

N OTE.

& ¢« A tranfient view of thofe ftates and Lingdoms, which
<« have madec the moft firiking figure in the hiftory of the
« world, and which have been moit renownrad for the felicity
of their government, will convince us that religion was by
them alwav confidered as a matter of great xmporu <
“ 10 CIVIL SOCIETY.

““ The greatedl politicians, and moft celebrated legiflators

of antiquity, depended much on this tc give fanction to

< their faws, and make them operate withvigor and frcility.”
RELSE on the Infixence of Religicn in Civil Qacw{y

LX)

€

€€

< Qur holy rehgmn, bv rvcrulatmg 2nd compofing the paf-
fions, euhghtemng and cxmtmg the mind, and peniying
¢¢ and meliorating the heart, conduzes, 1n a lugh degiec, O
«¢ the p-ace and well-being of focial life: It makes good men
—from thence the tranfition is eafy and natural to reguiar
*¢ citizens and obedient fubje&s. Where private virtue c2a-
«¢ not be found, it is in vain to look for pubiic; and iawsare
of little efficacy without gcod examgle.” ~
GOVERNOR PATERSON’s Anfiwer tothe Congrata-
lasery Addrefs of the Prefbyteiy of N. Brunfwict.

€&

[ 34

«« Another important confequence of this difcove €Iy is an
« enlarged iiberality of fentiment among men. The liberal-
«« ity to whrch T refer is difcernable in the 1p1r1t of religicus
«¢ tolerat.om, which fpreads like a flcod over the face of the
«« earth. ‘This toleration, when it becomes univerial, can-
« not but accomplith matters of the higheft importance to
¢ the worLD. Truth and reaf>n wili then barft with irre-
«“ fittible encrgy from the dark clouds of fuperitition and big-
R o*ry—-dxfpcl the mifts of error and abiurdity, and bring
“ tne GREAT FAMILY OF THE WORLD to an uniformity of
« religious belief and worfhip.”

ALFRED on the Progre/} of true Prmczp/es uf Free-
dom and «raad Government,
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of every denomination, into whofe hands this work may
- come, trufting, that thofe who favor it will, in the perufai,
find their attention amply rewaided, a:2d; it the end, enjoy
the high profpedls it perinits them to er'teriain.

“ We return our grateful ackmwledgmi:nts to thof: RE-
VEREND GENTLEMEN who have contributed 15 the ex-
cution of this work thus far, not doubting that the contem-
plation of having added fomething to the fupport of the great
truths of the gofpel, of having adniniftered inftrution to
the ignorant, wariing to the impious, and edification to th2
faints; but above all, the contemplation of having Lid a2
foundation for the progrefs, unity and perfetion of the king-

‘dom of the Redeemer, will afford higher reward for their
fervices than it is in our power to give.

« In behalf of the interefts of this work fubfcribe,
« to the caufe of truth, a friend,
«and to the public,
« a devoted fzrvant,
“DAVID AUSTIN.
« EL1zageTH-Town, Fan. 1, 1791.”

Three volumes having been colleCtad and publi fh°d a
fccond circular letter was iflued April 10, A. D. 1792, and
a fourth volume was publithed A. D. 1793.

“« Ev1zaBeTH-Town (New-Ferfey), April 10, 1792,

«“ REVEREND SIR, |
“ Some time fince a circular letter and propofals were
:Ifucd for the publication, of a wozk, ftiled the AMERICAN
PREACHER. The fuccefs of this letter and propofals has
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bsen more than equal to the expeltation of the editors,—
"The three firft volumes have been pubiithed, and, in gene-
ral, diftributed to fubfcribers. The favorable reception of
thefe volumes is teftified by an i\ncreaﬁng demand for the
work, and by letters from feveral refpectable divines, fign:-
fying their readinefs to promote it.

“ The editors, therefore, in compliance with what ap-
pears to them the voice of Providence, have thought pro-
per to rencw their application for contributions to this
work; they alfo improve this opportunity in exprefiing
their fincere thanks to thofe who have already contributed
for its fupport, and think proper to add, as in their former
letter, that any furplus difcourfes which may remain, after
the feleGion for the fourth volume is completed, will be
continued in view of the fucceeding volumes,

« If you, Sir, thould deem the objects of this work wor-
thy of your notice, we fhould think ourfelves obliged by
ydur intereft, and would gladly reccive one or two of your
manufcript cicourfes for its fupport. As the fourth vo-
~ lume will go to the prefs, providence permitting, about the
firft of Auguﬁ next, we-hop= to receive your contribution
at or before that time.—Rev. David Tappan, Newbury;
- Rev. Jofeph Eckley, Bofton; Rev. Samuel Auftin, Wor-
cefter; Rev. Nathan Perkins, Hartford; Rev. Dr. Edwards,
New-Haven; Rev. Matthias Burnet, Norwatk; Rev. Dr.
Rogers, New-York; Rev. Dr. Green, Philadelphia; Rev.
DPr. Muir, Alexandria; Rev. John D. Blair, Richmond;
Rev. Willinm Hollinghcad, Charlefton, will receive any
tranfmiffions, to forward, if more convenient to the contri-
butors, than to forward them immediatcly to the fubfcribing
editor. » |
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« If you fhould think proper to receive, or o folicit fub-
{cribers upon the conditions of the enclofed propofal, it will
be fufficient that you fighify, by poft, to the fubfcribing
editor, by the firft of Oober next, the nuriber of vo-
lumes you with to receive for yourfelf, or for fubfcribers,
and they will be duly forwarded, free of expenfe, with the
aliowance the propofals promife.

< In behalf of the interefts of this work, fi bicribe,
~ « Reverend and dear Sir~,
“ your fincere friend,
« an unworthy fellow-laborer
“in Jefus Chrift
«“DAVID AUST[N”

CONTENTS of Tue AMERICAN PREACHER.

sttt

Vorume L
| SERMON L
" On Minifterial Chara&er and Duty.

By Joun WitHERsPooN, D.D. L.L.D. Col. N. C. P,
2 Cor. iv. 12—We alfs believe and therefore [peak.

SERMON IL
On Man in his natural State.
By the fame.
Rev. iit. 17.==Becaufe thou fayej/l Iam rich and mcru/l
e with gaodsy and have need of nothing ; and knowef? not that
thow art wretched, and miferable, and poory and blind, and

naked. i
K
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SERMON IIL
An Incucement to come to Chrift.
3y the fame.
The fubje@ continued.

SERMON I1V.
Salvation of Sinners, only by the blood of Jefus.

By ALEXANDER MACWHORTER, D. D. Paftor of the Firft
Prefbyterian Church, Newark, New- Jerfcy. -
1 Cor. v. 5.—For even Chrift cur paffover is facrificed for us.

 SERMON V.
The Influences of God as a Sun, the great Confolation of
his People.
By the fame.
P{'.a.l‘ns Ixxxiv. g.—For the Lord God is a fun.

" SERMON VL :
The Evil and Danger of Security in Sin.
By the fame.
Matthew xxiv. 38, 39.—Fsr as 121 the days that were be-
ﬂ/ ¢ 1i2 ﬂosJ they were eating and drinking, marrying and
Siving in marriage, untii the day that Mab entcred into the
ark; and knew not until the flood came and took them all |

away: fo /ball alfo the coming of the Son of Man be.

SERMON VIL
‘ Growth in Grace. |

By Joun H. LiviNgsTon, D. D. one of the Minifters of
the Reformed Dutch Church, New-York.

. 2 Peter iil. 18.—But grow in grace.

SERMON VIIL
‘The fubject continued. .
By the fame.
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* SERMON IX.
A ftanding Revelation once sttefted, the beft Evidence of a
future Life.

By JamEes Dana, D. D. Paftor of the Firft Congregation-
al Ci.urch, 2t New-Haven, Conneicut.
Luke xvi. 31.—If they bear nct Mafes and tie prephets, -
neither will they be perfuaded tnough one rafz from th: dead.

SERMON X
~ Chriftian Morality.
By the fame.

~ Matthew vii. 28, 20—.4nd it carte to pafs when Fefur
had ended thcf: jayings, the people were aflomitbed at bis doc-

trine; for be taugbt thcm as oue ba"v.ng autbor.;), and not

as the ﬁrzbes.

SERM O N XL
Thc Folly and Guilt of being athar=d of Chrift.
By SAMUEL S. SmiTH,D.D. Col. N. C. V. P.etS. T. P.
Mark viii. 38.—7#kofocver fball be afiamed of :2, ard of
my words, in this adultzrous and finful generatior, of bim
aifo fball the Son of Aan be afhamed, when be cometh in the
glor y of his Father,and wztb the nsly angels.

| SERMON XIL
On the Forgivenefs of Injuries.
By the fame.

Matthew vi. 14.—1If ye forgive men their irefpaffes, ) our
heavenly Father will alfs forgive you.

~ SERMON XIIL
The fpiritual Death and Lifz of thz Bckiever.
By WiLLdim Linn, D. D. one ‘of the Minifters of the
Reformed Dutch Church, New-Youk.
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Gal. 1. 200—=1 am crecified with Chriyls }"“I"‘)%j"¢’.""/.€ I
live,yot not I, but Chrift fis ’et’J in iy and the iite woich £
reqw froe intoe flefiy 1 live by th: Fuith of the Son of Gady

whs l1ved mey and gave .)zmjtf or n.

SERMON XIV.
The CharaCter and Milfery of the Wicked.
By the fame.
Ifaiah lvii. 21 —There is no peace, feith my Ged, to the
wicked.

SERMON XV.
The fubje& continued.
By the fame.

SERMON XVL
On Difobedience.
By BenjamiNn Moorg, ene of the Muuﬁers of tie Epiis
copal Church, New-York.

Genefis iil. 6.—.2ud when the waman [faw that the tree
was good for food, and that it was pleafant to the eyes, and a
tree 13 be defired to make one wife, foe took of the fruit there-
of and did eat; and gave-alfs to ber bufband and be did eat.

SERMON XVIIL
On the Forzetfulnefs of our Sins.

By BryaN Farrrax, Minifter of the Epifcopal Church,
Alexandria, erguua.

Hofca vii. 2.—Ard toey confider not in their bearts that
A remenber all their wickednefs.

SERMON XVIII
The Nature and Advantage of the Fear of. the Lord.
By Joun Robcers, D. D. oneof the Miniflers of the
United Prefbyterian Church, in New-Yark. |
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Proverbs xxiii. 17.—Be thou in ths fear of the Lord all
the dey long.

SERMON XIX.-
- The Plesfantnefs of True Religion.
By NaTHaAN PErkins, A. M. Minifter of a2 Congrega-
tional Church, Hastford, Weft Divifion, Connefticut.
Matt. xi. 30.—For my yeke is eafy, and my burthen is light.

SERMON XX
Death the Chriftian’s Gain.
By Tuomas RErse, A. M. Minifter of a Prefbyterian
i Coggregation, Salem, South-Carolina.

- Philippians 1. 21.—10 die is gain.

Vorume IL.

SERMON XXIL
An Ordination Sermon.
By Jonn Joring, A. B. Minifter of the Firft Prefbyterian
Church, Mendham, New-Jerfey.
| ThefTalonians v. 12, 1 3—And we befeech you, brethren,
1o know them which labor among you, and are over you in
the Lord, and admonifh yous; and to efieem them very highly
i love for their work’s fake.

SERMON XXIL
By the fame.
The fubjet continued.

SERMON XXIIIL
The Nature and Defign of a Chriftian Church.
By Josepn LaTHoRP, A. M. Minifter of a Congregation-
- al Church, Weft-Springfield, \Maﬂ%.chufcttsy. ‘
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1 Corinthians i. 2.—Unto the church of God,which is at

Corintb; to them who are fanélified in Chrift Jefus, called
~ ta be faints,with all that in every place call upon the name
of Fefus Chrift our Lord, both theirs and ours.

SERMON XXIV,
Chriftian Fellowfhip.
By the fame.
The fubjedt continusd.

SERMON XXV. -

On the Connexion between Piety and religious Knowledge,

Ey Josern Eckrey, A. M. Minifter of the old South
Church, Bofton. |

John vii. 17.—1If any man will do bis will; be fhall know

of the dollrine, ubetber it be of Gad or whether I fpcak af

mapfelfe
SERMON XXVIL
The Influence of Applaufc.
By Joun DEevorion, A. M. Paftor of a Congregational
Church,"Saybrook Conne&icut.

Proverbs xxvii. 21.—45 the fining pot for fitver, arzd the
ft{"»&’a’ for gald, fois @ man to bis praife.

SERMON XXVIL
The Virtuous Woman.
By James Muir, A. M. Minifter of 2 Prefbyterian Church,
| Alexandria, Virginia. |
Proverbs xxxi. 2g.—Many daughters have dam Virtu-
6:ifly; but thow excelleft them all,

SERMON XXVIIL
- Bythefame.
The fubje&t continued,
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SERMON XXIX.
A Synodical Difcourfe. |
By JEDIMAH Cuaaprman, A. M. Minifter of a Prefbyte-
rian Church, Orange, New-Jerfey.
Ephefians iv. 3, 4.—Endeavoring to keep the unity of the
Jpirit in the bond of peace—there is cne body.

SERMON XXX. |
Moral Refle&tions upon the Seafon of Harveft.
By MartTHias BurneT, A. M. Paftor of the Firft Con-
gregational Church, Norwalk, Connetticut.

John iv. 35, 35, 37, 38.—Say not ye, there are yet four
months, and then cometh harveft? Bebold, I [ay unto you,
lift up your eyes, and laok on the fields; for they are white
already to harveft: and be that reapeth receiveth wagesy
and gathereth fruit unto life eternal; that both be that fow-
“ethy and be that reapesh, may rejoice together : and berein is
that faying true, one fowétb, and another reapeth. I fent
you to reap that whereon ye beflowed no labor; other men
labored, and ye are entered into their labors.

h S E R M ON XXXI :
The Nature and neceflity of Good V‘,"orkc
By GeorGE Farroute, A. M. Minifter of a Prefbyte-
rian Church, Jamaica, Long-Ifland.
Pfalms cxvi. 9.—1 wsii walk befere the Lord in the land
of the living, . |

"SERMON XXXIIL
-~ On Charity |
By Asier Hormes, A. M. Paftor of a Church of Chnﬁ'
at M:dway, in Georgia.
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Luke x. 33, 34, 35-—But a certain Scmaritan, as be
journeyed, came where be was; and when be faw bim, be
bad compafion on kim, and went to himy and baund up his
wounds, pouring in 6il and wine, and fet him on his owvn
beaft, and brought him to an izny and took care of him. A:d
on the morrow, when ke departed, he took out two pence,
and gave them to the hoff, and faid unto bim, take care 5f
~ him, and whatfoever thou [pendeft more, when I come again,
T will repay thee.

| ~ SERMON XXXIL
- On Public Spirit.
By Jonn Crosk, A. M. Miniftet ofa Prefbytenan Con-
gregation, New-Windfor, State of New-York.

Exodus xxxii.-32.—Yet now, if thou wilt, forgive their
fins and if not, dlat me, I pray tbec, out of thy book, which
thou haft written. . |

: SERMON XXXIV.

A Caution agamft Declmﬁon in the Ways. of Praéhcal |

- - Piety. ~

By Jonn RODGERS, D. D. one of the Minifters of the .

United Prefbyterian Churches in the City of New-York.

Galatians vi. g.—Let s #ot be weary in well-doing; for "
duc feafon we fhall reap, if we faint not.

SERMON XXXV,
Juttification by Faith.
" By James Dana, D. D. Paftor of the Firft Congrega-
| tional Church, New-H aVC%COHHC&lCUt
- Romans iv. 16.—Therefore it is of Vaith, that it might be
by grace; to the end the promife might be fure to all the
Jeeds nat to that only which is of the law, but to that alfb
which is of the faitb‘of Abrabam, who is the father of us all.
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SERMON XXXVL
g Iniquity its own Accufer.
By BEnjamin Mocre, D. D. one of the Minifters of the
Epifcopal Church, New-York.
Mark vi. 16.—But when Hered Feard theresf, de faid,
st is Fobn wham 1 bebeaded; be is rifen from the dead.

L )

SERMON XXXVII.
The Charalter of Haman.

By THoMAS REEsE, A. M. Miniiter of a ;P‘tc{byt‘erim
Church of Chrift, at Salem, South-Carolina.

Efther v. 13.—Yet a!l this availcth ine nsthing, fo ling
&5 1fec Mirdecai the Jew [fitting at the iin3’s gate.

SERMON XXXVIIL
On the Purity of the Hears

By Joun WirnEsRsroon, D.D. L. L. D. Col. N. C. P.

Proverbs xxx. 7, 8, 9.—Tws thinss bave I reguired of
thee, deny me them net before 1 die; remsv: far from me va-
nity and lies; give me neither psverty nor riches; feed me
with food convenient for me, left I be full and deny thee,and
Jay, who is the Lord? or left I be paor and jlcal, and take

the name of my God in vain.

SERMON XXXIX.
Sceking 2 Competency in the Wifdom of Providence.

By the fame.
The fubject continued,

SERMON XL
The Danger of Profperity.
- By the fame.
o | - The {ubje& condnysde -
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SERMON XLL
- The Danger of Adverfity.
By the fame.
The fubject continued.

VoruMme III.

SERMON XLIL
The peculiar Importance of exemplary Piety in the Minif-
ters of the Gofpel.*
By Isaac LEwiss, A. M. Minifter of a Congrcgatxoml
Church, Greenwich, Conneicut.
1 Tim. iv. 12.—Be thou an example to the believers, i
word, in converfatian, in charity, in fpirityin faith,in purity.

SERMON XLIL
True Religion.
By AL=XANDER MACWHORTER, D. D. Minifter of thc
F 1rﬂ: Prefbyterian Church, Newark, New-Jerfey.

James iii. 17.~—But the wifdom that is from above is firft
pure, then peaceable, gentle, and ea/j' 1o be entreated, full of
mércy and good fruits, wztbaut partzalzty, and without by-
prerify. |

—

SERMON XLIV.
Chriftian Unien.
By James Dana, D. D. Paftor of the Firft Congregational
Church, New-Haver, Cenneticut.

N O T E.
* This difcourfe was preached in the Chapel in New-Ha-
ven, Conneéticat, the morning after Commeéncement, Sept.

¢, 1790, before a very refpeQable body of the Clergy, ufual-
ly ftyled Confeio ad Clerum. &




PEOPLE OF THESE UNITED STATES. 83

Ephefians iv. 3—06.—Endeavoring to kecp the unity of the
Jpirit in the bond of peace. There is one body, and onc fpirit,
‘even asye are called in one hape of your caliing; one Lord,

one faith, one baptifm; one God aid Father of ally who 1s
above all, and through all, and in you all,

SERMON XLV.
A Chriftian Charaller the beft Defence of Chriftianity.
By the fame. |
1 Peter iii. 15, 16.—But fanétify the Lord Gad in your
hearts; and be ready always to g;‘ve an anfwer tg wér;: .an
that aﬂ’et/: you a reafon of the hope that isin you,w:th meik-
nefs and fear : Having a good confcience; that wvbereas they
[peak évil of you, as of evil-daers, théy may be afbamed that
_ falfely accufe yoar gocd converfation in Chrift.

SERMON XLVIL
On the Perfpicuity of the Scriptures.
By Josepu LaTnorp, A. M. Minifter of a Congregation-
al Church, Weft-Springfield, Maffachufetts.
2 Cor. iii. 12, 13— e ufe great plainnefsof [peech; cnd
nat as Mafes, who puit a vail over bis face, that the chil-

dren of If-ael could not _/leaff 1ftly Iaoé to tbe cnd of that
which 1 abolifbed.

SERMON XLVIL
The profitable Hearer of the Word of God.
By ABranam BEacH, D. D. one of the Minifters of the
Epifcopal Chur(.h, in the City of New-York.
Luke viii. 18.—7Tzke beed, therefore, how you kear.

SERMON XLVIL
| The barren Fig-Tree.
By ALexANDER MACWHORTER, D. D. Minifter of the
Firft Prefbyterian Church, Newark, New- Jerfzy.
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Mark xi. 12, 13, 14— And on the morriw, when they
were come from Bethany, he was hungry, and jéeing a fig-
tree afar off having leaves, he camey if haply be migint jind
any thing thercon, and when he came to it he found nothing
but leaves; for the time of figs was not yet. And fefus an-
Jwered and [a:d unto it, no man cat fruit of thee bereafter

for ever. And bis d ifciples heard it.

SERMON XLIX,
On Honetty.
By the fame.
Hebrews xiii, 18.—#e truf? we have a goad cor:lcience,
in all things willing to live honeftly.

SERMON L.+
The Reward of Iniquity.
By Uz AL OGDEN, A. M. Reftor of Tnmty Church I
— Newark, New- Jerfey.

Genefis ix. 6.—Whofo foeddeth man’s blqod, by man fhall
bis blood be fbed,

S ERMON LL

| ~ Truft in God.

- By Jonn W ITHERSPOON, D. D.L.L.D. Col.N.C.P.
- Ifaiah . x0.—Who is among you that feareth the Lord,
that obeyeth the voice of his fervant, that walketh in dark~
nefs, and hath no light? let bim truft in. tbe name of the
Lord, and ﬁay upon his Ged,

SERMON LIL
The fubj’e&» continued,
By the fame.
NOoTE
- Dehvered at Newark, in the New Prefbyterian Church,

May 6, 1791, at the execution of WiLLiAM JonEs, feor the
murdcr ofbuwuu SHOTWELL,
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SERMON LIIL
On the Love of Money.
By WiLLiam M. TenNeNT, A. M. Minifter of a Pref-
byterian Congregation, Abington, Pennfylvania.
1 Tim. vi. 10.—For the love of money is the root of all
evily which, swhile Jome coveted after, they have erred from
the faith, and pierced themfelves through with many forrows.

SERMON LIV.
The component Parts of Chrift’s Church, and the Ad-

vantages of Union.
By NatHAN KER, A. M. Minifterof a Prefbyterian Con-
gregation, at Gothen, State of New-York.
Ephefians iv. 15, 16.—But, [peaking the truth in love,
may grow up into him in all things, which is the bead, even
- Chrift: From whom the whole body fitly joined togetbher,
and compalied by that which every joint fupplieth, accord-
ing to the effectual working in the meafure of every part,
maketh increafe of the body, unto the edifying of itfelf in love.

"SERMON LV. |
The Ev:dences of a General Judgment frem Serirtare
and Reafon. “?
ByMATTHIAS BurNeT, A. M. Paftor of the F uﬁChrch
* in Norwalk, Conne&icut.
A&s xvii. 30.—Becaufe he hath appointed a day, in tbe
which be will judge the world in rightesufnefs.

SERMON LVIL
The Defign of Chrift’s coming into the World.
By JOHN Ewixng, D, D. and Provott of the Univerfity of
Pennfylvania.

John viii. §6.—~Your father Abraham rejoiced to fee my
day, and be faw ity and was glad,
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SERMON LVIL
Chriftian Warfare.
By WiLrzam Linn, D. D. one of the Minifters of the
Reformed Dutch Church, City of New-York.
1 C- .adhians xvi. 13.—2Quit you like men—-be firong.
SERMON LVIL
The Value of the Soul.
By Joun Robgers, D. D. ene of the Minifters of the
' United Prefbtyriaa Churches, New-York.

Matth. xvi. 26.—For what is a man prefited if be fpall
gain the whole world, and Iofe bis own foul? or, what fhall
& man give in exchange for bis foul?

SERMON LIX
The Danger of lofing the Soul.
By the fame.
The fubjet continued.
SERMON LX*
| San&uary Bleffings.
By Joun H. Lrvingston, D.D. S. T. P. one of the Min-
ifters of the Refotiiied Dutch Church, City of New-York.
- Exodus xx. 24.—In all places where I record my name,
L oiitll coms unto thee, and blefs thec. | |

Vorume IV.

SERMON LXL
The Nature of Saving Faith. |

By RoeerT Snirth, D. D. Paftor of a Preéfbyterian Con-
' gregation, Pequea, Pénnfylvania.

: Nojsz.l” o i the A

* This Serinon was preached, July 4;- 179d, 1t the New

or Middle Dutch Church, which had been ruined .'dun » the
war, and having been repaired, was that day dedicated arlew
to the fervice of God. ' | |
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2 Peter i. 1—To them that have obtained bh pra:cay:
faith with us.

SERMON LXh
The Excellency of Saving Faith.
By the fame.

2 Peter i. 1.—T7o them that have obtained ke precious
faith with us.

1 John iii. 23—And this is bis commandment, that we
Should believe on the name af bz.g Son :7:]&: Chrift.

'SERMON LXHL
PraQtical Ufes from the Nature and Excellcncy of Saving |
Faith.
By the fame. -
- The fubject continued.

"SERMON LXIV.
The Chriftian Religion attefted by the Spirit of Prophecy-
- By THeoporE HINSDALE, A. M. Paftor ofa Cengrega—
 tional Church, in Windfor, Conne®icut, :
Revelation of St. John xix, x8.—~7 am thy fellaw-j}r-
vant, and gf thy brethren, who have the-tefiimony of Fefus :
worfhip God—for: the teftimany of Fefus is the. fpirit g"
prapbecy :

SERMON 'LXV.

“The fub}e& continued. |
. By the fame. o

S ERMON LXVL
‘The Efficacy of the Gofpel above all worldly Wifdom.
By Samukr Langoon, D.D. Minifter of a Congrega~
tional Church, Hampton Falls, New-Hampthire.

|
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1 Cor. i. 21.—For after that in the wifdom of God, the
world by wifdom knew not God, it pleafed Gad by toe fool-
ifbmefs of preaching to fave them that belicue.

SERMON LXVIL
. The Bufinefs of Li‘e, and Hope in Death.
| - By the fame.
A&s xiii. 36.—For David, after be had ferved his own
generation by the il of Gady fell on fleep, and was laid
~ unto bis fathers, and [aw corrupticn.

SERMON LXVIIL
The divine Government Matter of univerfal Joy.
By CuaRLEs Backus, A. M. Paftor of a Congregation-
al Church, Somers, Conn=Cicut.
Plalms xcvii. x.—The Lord reigneth, izt the earth re-
joice; let the multitude of ifles be glad thereof. |

SERMON LXIX.
Human Depravity the Source of Inﬁdelitj'. |
By JonaTHAN EDWARDS, D. D. Paftor of the Sccond |
Congregational Church, New-Haven, Connedticut.
John vii. 17.—If any man will do bis will, be fball know
‘of the doltrine, whether it be of God, or whether 1 [peak of

- myfelf.

SERMON LXX.
The Chriftian Hope.
By AcuiLLes MansFieLp, A. M. Paftor of a Congre-
gational Church, at Killingworth, Connecticut.
Romans v. g.—And hope maketh not afhamed.

SERMON LXXI
| Family Prayer.
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By SaMmUEL Spring, A. M. Paftor of a Congregational
Churzch, at Newbury-Port, Maitachufetts.
- Genefis viii. 21.—And the Lovd fineiled a fweet favaur

SERMON LXXIL
The fubject continued,
- By the fame.

SERMON LXXIIL
‘ On the Change of the Sabbath.

By Moces MaTHER, D. D. Paftor of a Church of Chni’c,
in Stanford. ConneClicut. _ ’
Hebrews x. 24, 25.—And let us confider one another to
provoke unto love and to good works; not forfaking the af-
fembling of ourfelves together, as the manner of foine is; but
exhorting one another : And fo much the mare, as ye fee the
day approatbmg

SERMON LXXIV,

"The fubjet continued.
By the fame.

LN

SERMON LXXV, |

Chrift the Way, and the Truth, and the Life.

By Natuan Perxins, A, M. Paftor of a Congregational -

Church, Hartford, Connecticut.

John xiv. 6.~ Fefus faith unto him, I am the way, and

the truth, and the life: No mam cometh unto the Father,
but by me.

SERMON LXXVL
~ The fubje& continued.
By the fame.

M
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SERMON LXXVIL
God’s Sovereignty in conferring Means and Grace.
By NatHAN KERR, A. M. Minifter of the Firft Prefbyte-
rian Church, in Gofhen, State of New-York.
Romans ix. 21.—Hath not the petter power Sver the
clay, of the fame lunp 13 make one veffel unta hanor, and
another unta difbonsr ¥

The fpirit of union feeming to increafe among the differ-
ent denominations, and yet the method of publithing dif-
courfes becoming a little burthenfome, a new door of union
feemed te ofen, in which the different denominations of
Ch:idtians were invited to unite together in the execution of
a work, entitled, the Adillenniu:n. In execution of this plan
of union t1z following propofals were iffued.

« PRINrING;OFFiCE, EL1ZABETH-TOWNp
( New-Ferfey ) Fanuary 1, 1794 g
“PROPOSA]LS
For Printing by Subfcription,
NUMBERLIL oF A WORK, ENTITLED,

T H E
MILLENNIUM;
- OR, THE -
THOUSAND YEARS oF PRO_SPERITY,
PROMISED TO TH™ “"HURCH or GOD, 1N THE OLD

TESTAMENT, aAND 3N THE NEW, sHORTLY TO
COMMENCE AND TO BE CARRIEDONTO PERFECTION,

UNDER THE AUSPICES OF HIM, wHO, IN THE VISION,
WAS PRESENTED TO ST. JOHN, And 1 fawi, and, bebold,
a white borjes and be that fat on bim had a bow; and @
crown wwas given unto bim: and be <went forth conquering,
and ta couguer. s

&




PEOPLE OF THESE UNITED STATES. 9r

« The defign cf this work is to prefent to the Chriftian
world, ancient and modern interpretatioas of the figuzes,
numbers, dates, and hieroglyphics, which the infpiraticn of
Heaven hath thought proper to ufe, in order o maintain a
PROPHETIC CHRONOLGGY dunng the progrefs of the ark
of God on the oczan of time; or, in other words, to point
out, by a judicious obfervation, the latitude in which the ark
now fails; with an ultimate reference to an accurate calcu-
lation as to her probable fafety in paffing thofe dreary regions
into which: fh= may be about tu enter, and of the profperity
that fhall enfue.

« As the objet of this work is of general ufe, and may
“be entitled to general attention and fupport, the editors will
gratefully acknowledge any judicious contmibutions of dif-
courfes, or differtations on the prophecies, efpecially fuch as
rclate to the events of the LATTER DAY; and the au-
thors may expe@ to fee them inferted in the courfe of this
work.

« Tranfmiffions, to the care of Shepard Kollock, the
printer, at Elizabeth-Town, will be duly noticed..

-« This fir/t number will ‘be an clegant otavo of 400
- pages—to contzin, 1ft. Do&or Bellamy’s difcourfe on the
- Miliennium, founded on Rev. xx. 1, 2, 3.

« fid I faw an angel come dswn from beaven, baving the
key of the bottomlefs pit and a great chain in bis hand. And
he laid bold an the dragon, that old ferpent, which is the De-
vil, and Satan, and bound him a THOUSAND YEARS. And
caft bim into the bottomlefs pit, and fout him up, and fet a

b
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Jeal upon himy that he fbauld deceive the nations no more,

till the thoufand years fhould be fulfilled.

« Next to this difcourfe may be expected Prefident Ed-
wards’s ¢« humble Attemnpt to promote explicit Agreement
¢ and vifible Union of God’s people in extrasrdinary pray-
¢ ¢r, for the revival of religion, and the advancement of
¢ Chriit’s kingdom on earth, purfuant to fcripture-promis-

<es and prophecies concerning the LAST TIME, founded

on Zechariah viii. 20, 21, 22.

<« Thus [faith the Lord of Hoftsy It fhall yet come to pafs,
that there fball come people, and the inhabitants of many ci-
ties: And the inhabitants of ome city fhall go to ansther,
fayingy Let us go fpeedily to pray before the Lord, and to
Jeek the Lord of Hofts: Twill go alfo.  Yea, many people
and firong nations fhail come to feck the Lord of Hofts in
Jerufalem, and to tray before the Lord.

« After this, if there be place in the volume, may be ex-
pected a difcourfe by the Rev. Mr. Auftin, preached, occa-
fionally, at. New-York, on the evening of the Lord’s-day,
April 7, 1793, entitled, ¢ The Downfall of MYSTICAL BA-
¢ BYLON; or,a Key to the political Operations of 1793-4
founded on Revelation xviii. 20.

“ Rejoice over ber, thou heaveny and ye holy apofties and
prophets, for God hath avenged you an her.”

The volume which the faregoing propofals announced,

- was executed and introduced to thc world by the following
preface,
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PREFACE To Tne MILLENNIUM.

«]f the prophetic parts of the oracles of God form what
may be ftiled A SACREDP CALENDAR,” or, “ AN AL-
MANAC OF PROPHECY,” it is with the greateit proprie-
ty, that the watchmen of Zion are difpofed, now and then,
to confult this facred calendar, in view of determining the
wztch of the night; and, of confequence, how long before
tae arrival of the long-wifhed-for, promifed day. From
premifes which the facred fcriptures afford, calculations
may, with a good Jegree of precifion, be made, refpeCting
the time of the accomplifhment of the prophecies which re-
late to the future profperity of the Zion of God. The re-
demption of the church of God from the bondage of Papal
Babrlon, as well as from the general dominion of the pow-
ers of darknefs, is a glorious and animating fubje& of pro-
phecy. The Lord hath fpoken, and the decree: fhall be ful-
filled. If, in ancient time, the people of GGod believed what
the Lord had fpoken refpelting the redemption of his peo--
ple; if, from the facred calendar, they difcovered the time
of the promifed redemption—prayed for, and actually faw -
the fulfilment of the objeét of their hopss, in temparal and
in fpiritual deliverances; what forbids that, in this day of
general captivity, the prophets of the Lord fhould look
with the fame faith and prayer for the fulfilment of thofe pro-
mifes which refpect the fpiritual deliverance of the Chriftian
church, both from the bondage of Babylon, and from the
thraldom of Satan? And more efpecially, as we evidently fee
marks of -the divine progrefs in this work, in his prefent
judgments among the nations of the earth, and particularly
on myftical Babylon; which ali allow, are but a little to
precede the glorious redemption and profperity of the church

in the millennial day. ¢ One cjrcunftance,’ faith Dr. Hal-
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lifax,¥ ¢ ought not to be pafled by unnoticed—namely, the
¢ menaces of certain vengeance to be hereafter inflidted on
¢ the enemies of the true religion, intimated by the deftruc-
¢ tion of the body of the fourth beaft; and fubfequent io that
¢ the promifc of the univerfal eftablifhment of the reign of
< Chrift, when the flone cut out of the mountain without
< hands, thall ftrike and break to pieces the image on its feet;
¢ and become a great mountain, and fill the whole eartn.—
¢ This part of the prophecies is yet unfulfilled; nor is it for
¢ us to afcertain the manner ‘n which fo importanta revolu-
¢ tion in the religious world will be effeéted. The ufe in-
¢ tended by the obfervation here is, from the {yn,ptoms of de-
¢ cline which are now difcernible in the fyftem of the Papal
¢ power, to poipt out to you the prefumption that arifes in
¢ favor of the truth of the prophetical denunciations; and
< {ro:n the concuffions which have already fhook the totter-
¢ ing throne of fuperftition, to learn to expect, in God’s good
¢ time, its full and final demolition.”

-« And if this celebrated author, in his dav, thought there
was ground to ufe the following language, in view of pro-
phecies already fulfilled, and events then exifting, with how
much more reafon may we confidently adopt it now, and fay,
that, ¢ under the aufpices of fuch u guide, we may hope to
¢ advanc:° fecurely in our projetted work; and to have the

pleafure of thefe, who, after leng travelling in a dreary
¢ mght, purceive, at laft, the darknefs to diminith, and the
¢ reddening ftreaks of the morning, betokening ta them that
¢ the day is at hand.’

N OTE.

* Hallifax's Sermon, preached at Bithop*Warburton’s lec-
ture, Lincoln's-Inn Chapg), London, page 96, publithed 1776.
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« The objelt in publifhing Dr. Bellamy’s difcourfe is te
eftablith the doftrine of the millensium, as to matter of fa&t;
and by publithing Prefident FEdwards's < Humble Attempt
to promate explicit Agreement and vifible Union in Prayery
it is hoped attention will be excited to the ufe of thofe means
which God hath ordained to be ufed in view of a gracious
fuifilment of every promife niade to his church and to his
people.  Thus faith the Lord, I wiilyet for this be enquir-
ed of by the houfe of Ifrael, to do it for thems

“ The defizn of the third and laft difcourfe is to fupport
the objects of the two former, by an appeal to exifting facts,
to the demontftration of prefent events. By thefc it appears,
that what Dr. Hallifax termed ¢ the reddening fireaks of the
ntorning,’ have become entitled to the ftile of the dewn, if
not to the mbmiug of the day. How does our faith grow,
our confidence increafe, and our joyful hearts exult at the
fight, or rather at the found of the ftately fteppings of our
God in the prefent revolutions of his providence, fulfiliing
the purpofes of his great decree !—From what we obferve
to have already taken place, may we not ceniidently antici- -
pate all that is to come? The teflimony of Jefus, faith the
angel to St. John, is a fpirit of prephecy. If, in a fpirit of
prophecy, the great head of the church hath fpoken of
things to come, to ftrengthen the faith and to cheer the hope
of his followers, it cannot bé denied but our time and tal-
ents arc well employed, whilft, in {tudy, with meeknefs and
prayer, we labor tu under{tand and to poflefs the bleflings
he hath {o gracioufly prcparvd and fo abundantl ¥ promxfcd
to his church.

“If, in the day in which Prefident Edwards lived, it was
thought time for the Zion of God to go into lzber, in view
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of the approach of the time of promifed redemption to Js-
rael, with how much more courage and confidence may the
church of God now proceed in the arduous, yet noble and
interefting work ?

« The arguments which his invaluable tra& fuggefts for
explicit agreement and vifible union of God’s people in ex-
traordinary prayer, for the revival of religion and the ad-
vancement of Chrift’s kingdom on earth, purfuant to {crip-
ture promifes and prophecies concerning the LAST TIME,
are as applicable to the ftate of the church and of tie werld
now, is they were then, and the encouragement, from pre-
fent circumftances, much more animatng.

« Ifany individual Chriftian, any fociety of Chriftian pco-
ple, or any minifter or affociation of minifters, fhould be fo
far imprefled with the propriety‘ of a prefent compliance with
what Prefident Edwards labored to bring about in his day,
25 to defire that meafures fhould be taken for the accomplifh-
ment of the object of his work, and exprefs a willingnefs to
aid in laying a foundation for a general and united exertion
in prayer throughout all the Chriftian churches in our land,
the editor pledges his whole heart in aid to any fuch propo- .
fal, and would think himfelf highly favored by any com-
munications, {rom any quarter, on the fublire and animat-

ing fubje&.

« That the great head of the church would gracioufly
take this humble attempt to the honor of his name, and for
the interefts of Zien, under his holy protetion; and pros-
per, and do his own bleffed will in all things which it ftrives
to accomplifh, is the fervent prayer of one, who knows- no
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higher objec of prefent or future ambition, than to.approve
him{alf, and.to be approved of his Lord and Mafter, as an

induttrious hewer of wood and drawzr of water for the church
of God.

~ « DAVID AUSTIN.
“ELrzazztu-Towy, May 1, 1794.”

At the g:ond'uﬁon- of this volume, as the.plan of promot:
ing a union among the divines and churches of our coun-
try, in the ufe of the American Preacher, was about to be
relinquifhed, the editor thought it not improper to fignify o
thofe who had interefted themfclves in the furtherance of
the objects of that work, the ftate in which the concerns of
that publication were: This was done by placing the fol-

lowing motification and requeft on a blank leaf at the clofe
of the Millepiym:

“ The fui)[tribing editor t5 the American Preacher pre:
fents his moft adectionat= and Chriftian regards to all his
fathers and brethren in the -mixﬁfh’y 5 and, efpeciall ¥y to thofe
who have aided in contributing materials for the execution
of the plan of that work thus far; and js hap
to aflure them, that their labors Rave been to fuch a degree
acceptable to the public, that fcareel y a copy of the three firft
volumes is to be found for fale; and repeated applications are
made to the printer for further fupplies. The fourth vol-

ume is now circulating, and promifes fair to fecure, and to
encreafe the reputation of this gencerally interefting work;

Py in being able

“ As the prefent is a day full of great events, and

a genea
ral attention

to the dictates of prophecy feems to be gone
#orth, it is propofed thiat a volume of difcourfes on the fubjec¥

N
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of prophtcy, with particular application to prediftions now
fulhiling or vet to be fulflied, fitall be prepared, and ifiucd,
perhaps, at the clofe of the prefen+ year.

“ Any of our Chriftianr brethren, who would contribute
to the execution of fuch a plan, might be inftrumental in
reviving the caufe of truth, in animating their brethren, and
of comforting the church of God; 2nd would receiva the
moit gratcful acknowledgments from the fricnds and promo-
ters of the propofed voiume.

« Shortly will be put to prefs,a volume of difcourfzs preach-
ed on occafion of the late vintation of the city of Philadel-
phia by the ycilow fever, entitled, ¢ A Comment on the
¢ Providence of God, in the late Vifitatior of the City of.
¢ Philadelphia by the Yellow Fever; or, Infiru&ive Leflors
¢ to the People of the United States on the fubject of that
¢ folemn Event,comprifed in aNumber of Difcourfcs, preach-
<ed by feveral Minitters of Chrift on that Qccafion, wlo
¢ are willing to leave tais Teftimony a3 a Memoral of the
- ¢ tragical Scene which gave it Birth.”

« Any of our Chriftian minifters, who are willing to aid
in the furtherance of either of the foregoing deﬁgns,_may be
aflured that their contrivations will meet a moft friendly wel-
come, and be duly noticed in view of forwarding the defign
for which they may be font.

“ ErizaBeTH-TowN, May 1, 1794.”

That the general objells of the editor, in purfuing the
plan of united exertion in the caufe of God, may be plainly
underftood, he prefumcs to place before the reader a few pages
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extra&ted from his sifcourfz oni % THE DOWNFALL OF MYVS-
TICAL BABYLON:” delivered in Niw-Yori, Ap:il 717935
foon after committed to prefs, incorporated in the Millen-
niun, and fince reputilifbed in Scothind.

-« Rejoice over her, thou beaven, and ye bsly apsfles and
praphets. for Gsd batly avenzed you ot her.”’

| “ If this anti-chriftizny power, for her a;wftacy from God
and for her idolatry, bcﬁgzircd forth to us under the degrad-
ing and abominable idca of a proftituts, her dcftrution is
fuid to comz from the hatred of the ten '\kings or kingdoms

herctofore in her idolatrous communion.

< fnd the tea horus which t.bézz fawet avetenkings, which
bave reccived no kingdom as yet 5 but reccive power as kings
enz hour, or at the fame time, swith the beaft.  Thefe have
ene mindy and foall give their power and jirength unto the
beafl.

“ But in the day of God’s wrath, whilit the fixth vial con-
tinues to deliver its myfterious but avenging contents, the
ten kings fball hate the whore, and fball make her defolate
and naked, and fhall eat her flofp, and burn ber with fire.

« Ifit pleafe God to fet forth this anti-chriftian power under
the denomination of a beaft, his deftrution, with his adhe-

rents, is threatened by an angel of God, not only as to this
life, butas to the life to come.

« And the third angel follsved them, faying, with alound
voice, If any man worfbip the beaft, and bis image, and re-
ceive bis mark in bis forehead, or in his hand, the fams
Shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, whick 15 pour-
ed out without mixtare ints the cup of his indignation *
and he fhall be 1ormented with fire and krimflone in the pre-
fence cf the boly angels, and in the prefence of the Lamb.
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« Ifit pleafc God to fpezk of this idolatrous and intolle~
rant power under the character of the man of firy whofe com-
ing is after the working of Satany with ali power, and fizns,
an/t’l)mo wondeis ; his deftcuction is denounced as being
brought about by the vindictive juftice of God IV hem
tie Lord fhall confume with the fpirit f Lis moutdy and frals
diffrsy with tie brightacls of bis coming

« If this po'ver is reprefonted as intarwoven with the ci-
vil power of the fourth great kingdom of the world; if the
civii and eccleﬁaﬁv_d power of Rom:e forms the iron and the
clay, well may its deftrultion be predicted by the roliing of
the {*one (cut out, not with human hands, but by the pro-
vidence of (3od) againft the legs, or rather the feet and toes
of this kingdom, which is founded of iron and clay—partly

fronv and partly weak—partly true and parid fajfe: well, I

iy, may deftrution come from the ftone prepared of God
with this defign.  Thou faweft, faith Daniel to Nebuchad- -
n=zzar, till that a Jlone was cut out without hands, which
[mote the image upon bis fret that wwere of iron and clay, and
break them to pizces : And the flone that fnste the inage
became a great mountain, and filied the whole earto.

« Can I better fet before you the interpretation of this
portion of prophecy, than in the words of Bifhop Nowton,
fupported by the celebrated Mr. Mede* ? « As the fourth
kingdom, or the Roman cmpire, was reprefented in a two-
fold ftate; firft, ftroag and flourifhing, with logs of iron,
and then weakened and divided, with feot and toes, part of
iron and part of clay; fo this fifih kinzdom, or the kid«dom
of Clirift, is defcribed likewife in two ftates, which Mr,

N O T E.
* Ncwton on the Prophecies, vol it. page 244,
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Mece richtly diftinguitheth by the names of regmum lapidis,
the kinedom of the {tone; and regnum msntis, the kingdom
of the mountsin; the fr/, when the #ome was cut out of
tie mountomm seithot Pands; the fecond, when it became
ielf @ wrexntarny and filied the svbale carth,

“ T7¢ flsne was cut out sf tb2 myuntain without Eands.
The kinzdom of Chrift vas firft et up while the Roman
empire was in its full {trength, with legs of iroz.  The Ro-
man empire wss afterwards divided into ten lefler kingdoms,
tiie remains of which are fubfifting ot prefent. The image
1s 23} Randing wpon his feot ond ties ef iroir and clay. The
kingdom cof Chriftis yzt @ flore of flumbiing and a rock of
sffence.  But the ftone will, ene day, fmite the image upen
the feet and toes, and deftroy it utterly, and wall it1elf Lecome
& great mountain, and fil the whsle cartk: or, in other
words, the #ingdsms of this world fbali vecome the kingdems
of our Lord ard of bis Coryl, and he fball reign for ever

¢nd ever.,

« We have, therefore, fzen the kingdom of the fone, but
we have not yet [feen the KINGDOM OF THE MOUNTAIN.
Some parts of this prophccy ftill rémain to be fulfilled; but
the exa& completion of the other parts will not fuffer us to
doubt of the accomplithment of the reft alfo, in due feafon.”

¢« And what period of tinie, my brethren, hath ever look-
ed fo likely to be introductory to the regnum mbntis, to the
kingdom of the mountain, as'the prefent! Is not the fsne
now rolling againit the feet and tocs of -the mighty image?
And when it fhall have fplit in funder the heterogencous
a‘ﬂd urinatural mixture, of which the empire of Rome is now
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compofcd; when the civil and ecclefiaftical authority (which
hath {o long compofed, what, in the dignity and pride of an-
ti-chriftian glory, hath been ftiled THE HOLY ROMAN EM-
rivg,) fhall be feparated or diffolved, there will be good
ground to believe, that the empirc of chus Chrift—the reg-
num montis, wiil begin.

« The rolling of the ftone, then, afd the increafe of it to
the fize of a mountain, may juftly be placed to the account
of means ordained of God for the deftruction of myftical
Babylon-—-—the empire of the church of Rome.

« Ard if it-may not be prefuming too far, I would ven-.
ture to afiert, that appearances are not only now favering.
the introduction of the REGNUM MONTIS, but thatit has

already begun, and is confiderably advanced in its progrefs.
But,

« How fhall the /ittle jfonc become a mountain, and how
fhall it deftroy this mighty image, this anti-chriftian colos-
fus, waich hath {tood {fo many a ftorm;

« Mutft it not acjuire a power—gain a monumentum equal
to the tafk ? |

« Muft there not be fome power applied befide reafon
and argument, the force of which this power hath found
means {o long to withftand ?—Undoubtedly, you will fay,
there muft be fuch a power—but where is it to be found,
and from what quarter muft it come?

¢ Behold, my brethren, behold in the feenes now paffing
in the drama of Europe, another Affyrian and his hoft !~
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another ax in the hand of him that heweth therewith, and
another faw i the land of him that fhaketh it!

« In the fame group behold another Cyrus, whofe right
hand the Lord heth bolden to fubdue nations before bhim—

before whom the Lord logfened the loins of kings, and open-
ed before him the two-leaved gates. Before whom the Lord

‘went to make crooked places firaight; to break in picces the
gates of brafs, and cut in funder the bars of iirsn :—Whom
the Lord furnamed, and whom he girded with power, though
the Aflyrian new bim not.

« If this language feem too myfterious to any, let thers
receive a familiar ftile, and behold the regnum montis, the
kingdom of the mountain, begun on the 4th of July, 1774,
- when the birth of the MAN-CHILD, the hero of civil and re-
ligious liberty, took place in thefe United States. Let them:
read the predictions of heaven refpecting the increafe of his
dominion, thathe was to rule all nations with a rod of irom;
that is, buing them into completz and ablolute fubjection;
and that the young hero might be equal to this mighty con-
quet, he is fupported by an omnipotent arm; he is caught
up unto Gody and to his throne. Behold, then, this hero of
America wielding the ftandard of civil and religious liberty
over thefe United States!—Follow him in his ftrides acrofs
the Atlantic!-—See him with his {pear already in the heart of
the beaft I—3ee tyranny, civil and ecclefiaftical, bleeding at
every pore-—Sce the votaries of ihe tyrants, of the beafts, of
the falfe prophets, and fcrpené of the earth, ranged in battle
array, to withftand the progrefs and dominion of him, who
bath commiffion to break down ‘he ufurpations of tyranny,

to let the prifoner out of the prifon-houfe, and to {2t the vai-
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fal in bondage free from his chains, to ievel the meuntaing,
to raife the valleys, and to prepare an high way for the Lord!

L}

« Againft all oppofition to the execution of this dccrze
the Lord, from the heavens, will laugh.  He that fitteth ia
the beavens fhall laugh, the Lord fhall have them in derifion.
Thsu fbalt break them with a rod of irom; thou fbalt dafh
sisem an piccoc like a potter’s veffel.  Be wife new, there-

fore, O ye kings, be infirucied ye judges éf the carti.

« It feems no unnatural concl:%on frem ancient gprophecyy
and from prefent appearances, that in order to uther in the
dominion of our glorious linmanuel, as predicted to take
place, and ufually called the la t::r-dav £lory, TWO GREAT
- REVOLUTIONS arz to take place; the fir/ outward and po-
litical, the fecond inward and fpiritual.  ‘The fir# is now
taking place; its happy effe@s we, in this country, already
enjoy; and O that the Lord would gracioufly put it into
~ the hearts of his minifters and churches, nay, of all now un-
der the dominion of civil and religious liberty, to begin the
fecond revolution, that which is inward and fpirituzal, even
the revolution of the heart.  Come forth then, may we not

pray, all ye votaries of truth! ye advocates for the fpiritual
empire of the LATTER DAY, come forth f—~

« Let the ftandard of truth and of duty, the ftandard of al-
legiance to God, through faith in his beloved Son, be fet

up! Letus preach, let us pray, let us fight manfully the
warfare of faith, not doubting, but in God’s own time, the

glorious things, of which the prcphcts have fpoken, ﬂlau be
fulfilled !
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In refpe& to the plan for the publication of a volume on
the fubject of the prophecies which are now fulfilling, as ftat-
¢d in the notificativn end requett at the conclufion of this
volume, as the brethren did not find themfelves to have time
or inclination to furnifh materials for the work, it failed to
be executed.

But in refpect to the volume of difcourfes, on the fubject
of the previdence of God upon the city of PRILADELPHIA,
and other places, there was, for a time, the firongeft proba-
bility that this volume would be exacuted. Rev. Door
Livingfton and Dodtor M‘Knight, of New-York, and
Do&tor Dana, of New-Haven, furnifhed their manufcripts;
and from Dr. Green, of Philadelphia, the following letter
was recetved:
“ PuiLADELPHIA, March 16, 1794.

« REV. AND DEAR SIR,

“Yefterday I received your friendly and affc&tionate let-
ter, in which you defire my opinion on the propriety of
printing a volume of fermons relative to the late aflictive
cifpenfations of previdence towards this city. Without any
hefitation, I give my opinion in favor of the idea, and will
cheerfuily contribute, to the extent of my abilities, to the
execution of the plan. I have two fermons in manufeript,

rnich I have no objection to put into this work : One is
devoted almoft wholly to the eftablifhment of the idea that fuch
czlamitics proceed immediately from the hand of God as the
chaftifement of fin; taking care to guard the fubjett-from
a rafh application, as it relates to individuals, and to give as
rational anad fcriptural a view of the whole as I am able to
prefent.  In another fermon, which I delivered on the day
appointed by our governor -for humiliatien, thankigiving
and prayer, | have entered into a detail of fins which, in my
apprehenfion, have expofed this city, and rendered our
wholz country liable, to the divine judgments ; taking no-
tice alfo of the mercies which were mingled with our late
chaftifement, and endeavouring to urge, in the conclufion,
the neceffity of true repentance and general reformation.—
A third fermon I am now contemplating, in which I propofe
to lay down the feveral particular leffons of inftruction
which fuch an occurrence thould convey to every ferious
mind. My vicw in thefe difcourfes is to give a little [y
of doctrine and practice relat(i';e to fuch events.  But alas!
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P'

I g frmuch ool or w0 Loy p ans than to carry them into
Ciioon Vhe pUin.. wion of the two il fomcnuoned dif-

ceatnos has beon carncdy olicited by my poople three
mULITs S0 VY IUNRTous, indipenhible and pianng calls
Qs «u',;!..\e 1‘0:, a3 Yih ptm.uted me to 'rr.miv their
vihios; and Gl yatr I tier revived the thous giit of bnm'r
them to the worly,y | had nearly detenmired to Lt thern rodt
viere thoy me. Lam not fond of publifhing fermons—the
vorid is alr cady girtred with them; but on an occalion fo
roportant and hn'm]“r as that now in ccutemplation, I
\.m.w with that it {hould at lcaft be fcen by our children

wt the minifters of Chnft were not fiient. 1 cannot,
ho:.'cz'er, cive vou thefle dilcourfes till afier 1 e meeting of
the *f"‘sral .uumbx" "They arc wholly ushe for the prefs
1 tiar prefent ;atc, and &l the pariod T have mentioned, I
cannct roﬂmly command time caough to tranfcride and
corse Ythem. It my life be fpared i then, and you go on

1th your defign, my mite may be thrown i into the ccm-
mcn mafs.

“ It is truly lamentable to fec how little imprefiion of our
late vifitation is Ieft on the public mind in this places—
What is referved for us in the womb of pronde.‘ce, 13
known only to Geod. OQur land in general i is, at prefent,
in danger of experniencing one of the foreft judgments of
heavm——l mean that of war. My only confolation of late
has been, that the Lord reicns, and that the church of
Chnidt is founded on a rock, c.gam& which I know that the
gates of hell fkall never finaity prevail.  Let us pray that
our jaeth fatl not, and qu:dv wait for the falvation of the
Lord. M My own pe :cpic are attentive to the word preached,
and fome, 1 hope, fincerely engaged in the cauf: of Chritt
and of their own foals. 1 am dil\,Ch\)ﬂ“u.l«,

« Yours, &c.
“«A, GREEN.”

Noththﬁavldmg the very agreeab“, proipect which thie
letter prefented, Dr. Green's wazt of health, 2.d other
immediate parochial dutics, hindercd the preparation of the
dWcour{Le alluded to, and thus forbid the hopeful profpect
of prefenting to the pablic the volume contempiated.

Whilit the Miliennium was finifhing aﬂd circulating,
ti:c wvriter was led of the providence of God, to vilit hus
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friends at Norwich in ConneSicut. Durmg this vifit it
pleafed God to excite in his mind 2 defire to revive the
plan of concert in extraordinary pray:r, mentioned in the -
prcface to the Millennium, and to which the attention of
the churches was there humbly folicited. :

A fketch cf the plan, on which the fubject was af| terwards
brought forward, was thrown upon paper, and thewn to
Rev. Walter Km of the parhh of Chelfea, Norwich.
To the:plan, Mr. &mrr yxcld°d the moft ready aﬂént, and
from that time afforded all his influcncs to carry t-into ‘ef-
fect. It was agreed to proceed to Franklin and to Leba-

non, to Gofhen and to ‘Excter, in the execution of a courf° o

of preachmg which had been prevxou{l y marked out for the
wiiter to perform.  In the courfe of this duty, the fubjel
~ was talked of by 'the minifters, and foon fo far ripened us,
- after folemn prayer by Rev. Zebulon Ely, of Lebanon, ©
caufz that the fubfcrxnnon of names fthould begin.

‘T'he paper was han ed about as divine providence fecm-
ed to open the door ; and after a journey with Mr. King to
- Providence, Rhodz Ifland, in view of gaining . recornmenda-
_tions from the minifters prefent at the commencement at
‘ colleoe, the following letter of advice, of recommendation,
and of humble reque‘} -was coammtted to pre{s and fent
proxmfcuouﬂy abroad. S

« Rev. My,
“ S1rR, . |

o« ‘We have taken the hberty of forwardm'r for your
rufal, an INVITATION to the minifters and churches of eve-
ry cnmha.n denomination throughout. the United States to
unite in an aitempt to carry into- execution the ¢ humble
attempt’ of Prefident Edwards to promote explicit agree-
ment, and vifible union of God’s )eople i extraordinary
prayer, for the revival of rdwmn, and the advancement of
- Chrift’s kingdom on earth, purfuant to {cripture promiies
and prophec«es concemmg the laft time, founded on Zecha-
riah vill. 20, 21, 22. Ahrus faith the Lord of H: /’s, It fhall
yet come to paji,that there Jhall come pecpleyand the inhabi-
tants of many cities: dnd the inbabitants of ane city frall
- goto arother, faying, Let us go f':ccd ly ta pray befare the -
Lord, and to feck the Lord of Hy/ls : Twill goalfs.  Yea,
 many peap!e and firang nations jball come to jbeé the Lord -
of H; s in Feru ifalersy und to pmj 5«9fare the Lord. |
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« Tlie attempt of Piefident Edwards o unite chriftians
of all denominations in public and in fecret prayer for the
outpouring of the Spirit of God, and for the full and fpeedy
accomplithment of the promi’es and prophccics refpecting
the latter-day glory, originatca in a memorial upon the fub-
ject fent over from Scodmxu, and figned by twelve muiifters
about the year 1746,

“ Thc zuthor of this attempt, which was arft publithed
in America, and lately in England, labors to perfuadc the
churches and minifters of Chrift to come into this union
and concert in prayer, from the following weighty confider-
ations:

« Firf?, That the great things which God hath promis-

- ed refpsting Zion are not yet accomplifhed.

« Sacara'; y, That the future promxled advancement of tie
kingdom of Chrift, is an event unfpeakably happy and glo-
rious.

« Thirdly, It ought to be remembered, how much Chrift
prayed, and labor ed and fuffcred in Qrdcr to the glory and
happinefs of that day, that the Holy Spu it is: the fum of
~ Chnft’s purchafe, that the more copiaus effufion of the -
" Holy Spirit is peculiarly the object of prayer; and that
the lLutter-day glory is peculiarly the day of falvation. .

« Fourthly, The whole creation is earneftly waiting for
that day, and conﬁantly groaning and travailing in painto
~ bring forth the felicity and glory of it.

« Fifthly, The word of God 1s full of precepts, encouraoe-
ments and examples, tending to excite ‘and induce the peo-
ple ot (God to be much in prayer for this mercy. e that
~make. mention of the Lord, keep nct filence,and give him no

refty till he effabiifh, and tul he make ferufalem a praife
in the earth. And agam, when the Lord fhall build 3cp Zion,
be fbali appear in kis glorys be will regard the prayer of
the deflitute, and not defpife their prayer. And whatis re-
mariadie inthe next verfe, itis added, This foall be written
Jor the generation to comey and the people which fhall be
‘created fhall praife the Lord.

% And the jet time s fpecified by the prayeriulnefs of thofe
whio, in the day of fpiritual calamity, and thirit for the wa-
ters of life, fhall figh and cry uato God for deliverance.—
Thou fhalt arije and have mer: cy upon Lion, for the time to
favor hery yeay the fet time is come; for thy fervants take
plecfure in her floncsy and favor toe dr jf tbercgf |
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« Sixthly, God fpeaks of himfcIf asftanding ready tobegra-
cious to hlS “chu: ch, and to appear for its reftoration, and on-
ly waiting for fuch 2n ppertunity ta haftow the mercy when
he fhall hear the crics of his people tor it, that hc may be-
ftow it in anfwer to their prayers.

“ Se: uentbly, We are prefented with many : motives in the
difpenations of divine providence at this day, tv excite us to
be much in prayer for this mercy, &c.

-« Eightbly, Adds our worthy author—how decent, how
beaunful a.nd of good tendency would it be for multitudes
of Chriftians in various parts of the world, by explicit agree-
ment to unite in fuch prayer as is propofud to us! V' Ana iaftly,

may we not add inftances of fuccefs in united prayer to en-
courage us in this undertaking? as in the inftance of Da-
nicl atking, in union with his ¢ companions, mercies of (God
refpcéhno 'the fecret committed to hin m, and their prayers
were anfwered: alfo of Efther, when the had 2 more im-
portant requeft to make, which refpected the prefervation of
the people of God, fent to all the Jews in the city of Shu-
fhan to pray and faft with her and her maidens, and their
united prayers were heard and anfwered.

“ By fuch arguments as thefe this worthy man labored
about fifty years paft, to fupport the memorial from Scot-
land, and to bring the churches of God in New-England
and elfewherc to an explicit agreement and vifible union in
prayer in view of the ‘promifes and prophecies which then
remained to be fulfilled. Some of the events of which he
‘wrote, which he expected, and for which he prayed, as ound-
cd by the infpiration of God’s holy word, have alreauy 2
en place, and others feem on the eve of happenm {o that
we have great encouragement to proczed. 'i'he prolpeé
arc firm and fure, and the encouragement greae: than the
church of God ever experienced or enjoyed before.

« Under the /c views a number of minifters being, by the
providence of God, aflembled at Lebanon, Connecticus, for
~ the purpofes of carrying on the interefls of the Redeemer’s
kingdom, and being led, after prayer, to confult on the im-
portant concern ot Prefident Edwards’s ¢ humble attempt,’
&c. did readily exprefs their opinion, and agree to unite
their excrtion in favor of an attempt to carry the objects of
the memorial, in favor of which he wrote, into full and per-
manent effest.
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“ In exccution of this plan, it was propofi-l that the mi-
rifters and churches of cvery chriftian denamination thoutd
be invited to maintain public praye er and praife, accompanicd
with fuch inftrution ffom God's holy word, as might be
udged Proput, on every £rit ]u(_'/ dlay oft‘yejaﬂ quear tera of
he yeary b cginning with the firft T u»iday of January, 1793,
at two o'clock afternoon, if t'% plan of concert thould then
be ripe for a beginnia 3g, and 10 continuing fro.n quarter to
quarter, and from year to vear, untly the gosd providence of
God ﬁrnjp rIng our endeavars, we fiall obtain the bleflings
for wluch we pray; or until, by (Llemnon or council from
the minifters and churchies in concert (as 1oy hereafter be -
provide d),xt fhan be fignined that good and fuilicient rea-
fons arc found for difcontinuing the concert. e

“ it was alfo agreed that the minifters prefent, 2S Wt os
thole who may hereafter diftover 2 wdnngx ofs to aid in the
exccution of this pl..n, thell confider it as their dusy to in-
vite their brethren n the miniflry to join veith them an fur-
thering the objelts of this concert; and by every lawful
means labor to promote the profperity of Zion in this mat-
ter. And when it is thought a {ufficient number of the bre-
thren of different d\.aomma‘{ons have fizned this paper to
gtve the plan efficacy, it was determined that this propofal,
with the fublcribers” names, thouid be printed, and in a cir-

eular letter be {nt abroad for the final and permanent ddop-
tian of the minifters and ciiurches d.fpuﬁd to favor the plan.

- % And, in aid to the § ;owcromg it was thougzht proper to
add an -extralt from the preface of « Prefident Edwards’
Eumble attempt,” written by five minifters of Bofton,
and prefixed to that work Amno Doemini 1747 The fign-
ers’ names are Jofiph Sewcli, Thomas Princz; John W eah,
Thomus Foxciof, Jolhua Cce; and the extract is as fol-
fows. Eacouraging the pec IJL\ of God to united prayer for
the acvancenient of the Redeemer’s \i's'rlo;'n, they fay i—
¢ Jut how great the honor, and how )'*'dy the cncourase-
¢ ritnt given in {eripture to thols thew prayers » by repre of-ut-
‘< ag tacn as oiicied by (,.n: & ot 1f Wit ths ﬁa'rmnt -
¢ cenfe of his own ncuta ana LitcoodMon, on the golden al-
¢ t.u tefore the throne, and stecuding trw”“‘xcr in onc grate~
¢ ful perfume to GGod! And how dn‘cxmv to every int is
¢ that promifc orhis: From the rizing of he Jen euen to the

G

$geing dewn of o fimey 1y nane wﬁ’ be giat cnang the
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« Gentilis, m’ in urv;} placc fiacenfe fhail be offered vieto
C iy damey ani a pare oyoring. How pleating to Gol and
¢ to tazbeavenly hott to dez, o the Rz goss round thc ; zlobe,
< this gratzful mu.,is ru.m: trom cvery part on i vn' And
¢ the more exzcntive and inceitut are t .ol pravm*‘» afcend-
¢ ing fiom the circle of the earth, the more d'\es tais blefled
p-mmf: go into its defired fulfilment, and the Holy Ghott
¢ 15 more pl afed and glontfied.” | :

The fecond exerad 15 fro n the preface to the Englifh edi-
tion, republifhed 17380, and iigned Yohn Sutdliff; and cosi-
tains an obfervation well cz]cuhwd ty perfuade ali different
denrominations to coiite into this agr-‘e.ncm for viiibiz unian
and coacert in prayer.

« ¢ In the prefent 'mperf)& at..,’ {aittl the reverend and
pious author, ¢ we may re“fonabi‘ expeCt a diverfity of {on-
~ ¢ timents upon religious fi fubjects. Fach ought to think far
¢ himfcif, and every one, on proper occa ﬁons, has a right te
¢ fhew his opinion.  Yer ali thouid remember that there are
¢ but two parties in the world; ezch engaged in the oppo-
¢ fit= caufes: *he caufe of God ard of Satan—of holinefs and
¢ of fin—0of ieaven and of hell. :The advancement of the
¢one, and :downfall of the othpr, muit appear exceding-
¢ ly delirable to every real friend of God and man.

-« ¢ [f fuch, in fome refpeéls, entertain different fentiments,
and prattice different modes - of worfhip; yet furely they
¢ may unite in the above bufinefs. O-for thoufands urem
¢ thoafands, dmd ed into fmall bands, in their refge&xve Ci-
* tigs, towns, villages, and neighborhoods, all met at-the fame
“ ime, and in purfuit of one end, offering up their-united
prayers, like fo many afcendmcr clouds of incenfe before
¢ the Moft High! May he (hower down blefings on 2ll the
¢ feattered tribes of Zion l—Grace, grcat grace be with all
¢ them that love the Lord Jefus Chitt in fincerity, Amen.”

« All which, it is agreed, fhall now be fubiniited to the
good providence of (:od, and the patronage of pious minis-
tors and churches throughout thefz United States; and may

tae blefing of God reft on and proipcr tae humble attempt.

(5101‘" )
Limothy Sfa:z# miniiter of Chrift at Gothen, Connedicut,
Lebulon sily do. Lebanon,
Leve I{art, e Preifton, and onc of the

Corporation of Yale Cok
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Sarue! Nett, minifter of Chrift at Franklin,

Waiey King, ~ do. Chclica,
%0/171 Leiira gy do. Exater,
avid Huytin, do. Eliz. Town, N. Jerf.
Jofepls Strong, do. ~ Norwich, Comicét.
James Coggfaveil,D. D. do. Windham,  do.
Fofiabh W hitney, do. Brooklyne, one of the
‘ | Corporation of Yale Col.
Andrew Lee, do. Lifbon,
Nathaniel Emmons,  do. Franklin,
Stephen Gano, do. Providence,
Mafe Shepard, ~ do. Little Compton,
Peter Ph. Roots, do.
- David Avery, do. Wrentham, Maffa.
Lhzinas Andros, do. * do.
Calvin Chaddock, do. do.
Herman Daggett,  de. Southampton, L. I.
Solomon Mergan, do. Canterbury, Connect.
Yaug Dackus, do. Middleborough, Maf.
Fonathan Wilder, de. Attleborough,  do.
Jofeph Snow, do. Providence.

“ And now, Rev. Sir, if you fhould think proper to add
your name, and poflibly procure the names of fuch minifters of
Chrift within your diftrict, as may likely be difpofed to fa-
vor, and to recommend the plan, you will greatly oblige the
interefts ci the propofed concert, and, in the end, we trutt,
aid in bringing great glory to God. -

« If you will, by letter, fignify to either of the gentlemen
hereatter named your approbation and fuccefs in this mat-
ter, at or before “you will enable
the agents for the concert to forward another circular letter,
containing the whole recommendation that may then have
come to hand, and which will be accompanied with an in-
vitation to you, and to your church, permanently to adopt
the plan of concert ; all which we hope may bc done by firft
Tuefday in January, or at farthereft by firft Tucfday of
April 1795. |

}:‘ Thz:gpcrfons nominated as committee of correfpond-
ence, who will receive advice and tranfmit the fame to the
{ubfcribing agents, are Rev. Samuel Spring, Newburyport ;
Rev. Dr. §iillman, Bofton ; Rev. Jedediah Morfe, Charles-
ton; Rev, Stephep Gano, Providence; Rev, Dr. Hopkins,
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New port; Rev. Mafe Snepard Lu‘ﬂe-CompLon Reverend
bamu 1 Aufting W orce;h:r, Rcv Ve alter K g, Norwich;
Rev. Timothy Stone, Gothen; Rev. Nathan Strong, Hart-
ford; Dr. Wett, btockbrldge 'Dr. Edwards, New-taven ; ;
Dr. Lgvns, Greenwich ; Dr. Rogers, Dr. Livingf{ton, Rev.
Mr. Fotter, or Rev. Mr. Pilmore, New-York ; Rev. Mr.
Aufting, Elizabeth-Town; Dr. Green, Philadelphia; Dr.
Davidfon, Carliile; Rev. William Graham, Lexington
Ds. Keithy Charlefton; Rev. Thomas Reefe, Smem, ev.
Silas Gilderfleve, Midway.

« From thefe gentlemen accounts are humblv fol; c1ted,
foon as convenient, refbecting the {uccefs of the prﬁnt pro-
pofal; that meafurces may be taken to fpicad abroad the plan
of concert, as foon as poikible, wunder the united influence of
all the recommendation which the well-withers to Zion may
- be d}fuofed to ch it. <

« faploring the Wefing of heaven o mﬂ' on the plan,
an fe ‘rvently folicitirg the aid of all pious - miniftere, that
{uccefs may attend 1t Zwe fubferibe as organs of communi-

cation, 3$ temporary azents tor the interelts of the concert;
| -~ « WALTER KING,

’ «DAVID AUSTIN
«“ Noawxcu ( (u*nnec‘hcut), Sept. 1794.”

So favorably was the foregoing letter received, that in
December of the fume year foundation was laid for the foi-
lowing communication from New-Haven:

«“ Rcv Mr.
« SIR,

& [t having pleafed the great head of thie church fo far to
" finile on the attempts expreifed in the firft eircular letter, as

to afford what may be deemed fufficient ground of farther
proceedings on the part of the plan of general union and con-
cert’in prayer, it is prefumed that it will not be difagreeable
to you, and to your Chriftian peoples to hear of the fuccefs
of the plan thus far.—"The object of the firft letter was to
difcover the fentiments of the minifters and churches of Chuift
in refpect to the plan of concert, and to fe¢ what encourage-
ment it might pleaft God to afford, through their approba-
tion and influence,

« In anjwn to the circular letter ﬁ:nt Rev, Dr. ”’e y
of Stackbridge, Mqﬁzcbuﬁtt:i) he thus writes:
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« ¢ STOCKBRIDGE, Sept. 30, 1764
« ¢Rev. AND DEAR Sig,

« ¢ Yefterday F received the invitation to minifters and
< churches to unite in endeavors to carry into execution
¢ the ¢ Humble Attempt of Prefident Edwaids,” &c.—Moft
¢ cordially can 1 add my name to thofe of the gentlemen who
¢ unite in recommending the attempt, and u%e any little in-
¢ fluenc= I have in carrying it into execution. ‘The minis-
¢ ters oi this county are to meet in aflociation week after
¢ next; I fhall shen lay the matter before thcm, and am per-
¢ fuaded they will all add their naries, and unite their en-
¢ deavors to carry fo defirable a propcal into effet.’

« From Pbhiladelphia, Oftober 6, 1794, Doltor Green
surites ;=<1 received, at the commencement at Princeton,
¢ the printed letters which you have intrufted me to diftri-
¢ bute, and that which you direCted to me in particular.—
¢ The plan for a concert has my moft cordial approbatio:,
¢and [ fhall endeavor, by all means in my power, to carry
¢it into effet. Our prefbytery will meet in about a fort-
¢ night from the prefent time, when I hope, if my life and
¢ health are fpared, to lay it before them. I pray, and hope,
< that the contemplated union in prayer may be the prefage
¢ of good. ' - | |

« ¢ Send me forward, by the firft fafe conveyance, at leaft
¢ a dozen more of the printed letters.’

'« From Bethlehem, October g, 1794, Rev. Mr. Etwing
bifbop of the Moravian church, thus writes: -

« ¢ REv. aAND DEAR S1Ry, o

« ¢ Your favor by Mr. R. with the printed addrefs, from
¢ fuch a number of fervants of Chrift, gave me lively joy.—
¢« It was as though I did hear David call, O pray for the
< peace of Ferufalem, they fhall profper that love thee. We
¢ have the promife of our Lord, that every two or three who
¢ agree to pray for any thing in his name fhall be heard, and
¢ their prayer granted; and no doubt the propofed prayer
¢ of fo many in one fpirit will be pleafing to God. As I have
¢ not time to communicate the letter to my. fellow-laborers
¢ before the return-of Mr, R. I can only anfwer for myfelf.

« ¢ | promife faithfully and regularly to appear before the
¢ Lord with my prayer at the day and hour which fhall be
¢ agreed upon, and will make my beginning the firft T'uefday
¢in January next, and continue {o to do every firft Tuc{day
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tof the four quarters of the year, and will encourage m
¢ brethren to do the fane.’ :
« From New-York, Oftcher 10, 1794, ?qc‘ab Birufh, Wil-

liam Phacbusy and Laurence MCombsy minifters of the Me-

 thodift Epifcopal Church in New-York and Brooklyne, thus

wrote to Dr. Rogers:
« ¢ REVEREND SIR,

“ ¢ Agreeable to the requeft contained in the eircular let-
¢ ter, propofing explicit agreement, &c, we hereby figni-
¢ fy our concurrence therewith, and aflure you, Sir, that we
¢ will ufe our influence to prevail with more of our brethreg
¢ to do likewife. We ardently with and pray for the ac-
¢ complifhment of thofe glorious promifes concerning the
¢ univerfal fpread of the gofpel, and the knawledge of Gad;
¢ and feel our hearts in a degree glowing with gratitude to
¢ the Lord, that there are fo mzay circumftances concurting
< towards the commencement of that glorious time. May

~ ¢ he over-rule every occurence among men in fuch a man-

¢ ner as to promote the interefts of the Redeemer’s king-
¢ dom.’ - -

« The follrwing extral? is taken from a letter figned Theo- -
dore Hinfdale, moderator of the north affaciation of Hart-

ord county : o ~

« ¢ The affociation of Hartford county, north diftrict,
¢ contemplate with much pleafure every meafure which feems
¢ to be calculated to advance the intereft and caufe of the
¢ Redeemer’s kingdom, and being fenfible of the import-
¢ ance and happy influence of the duty of prayer on the
¢ Chriftian life, and the whole of rcligion, would with to
¢ contribute their affiftance, in a regular and authorifed man-
¢ ner, to the propofal for a general concert of prayer, of all
< denominations of God’s people, in’this day, when immor-
¢ ality and error abound, for a revival of religion, and the
¢ copious effufions of the divine grace and fpirit, fimilar to
¢ the memorial frem Scotland fome years paft, and advocat-
¢ed by Prefident Edwards, entitled, by him, ¢ An Humble
¢ Atiempt to promote explicit Agreement, and vifible Un-
¢ ion of God’s People in extraordinary Prayer for the Reviv-
¢ al of Religion, and the Advancement of Chrift’s Kingdom
¢ on Earth, pufuant to Scripture-Promifes and Prophecies
¢ concerning the laft Time, | 3
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« ¢ Propofals for carrying into effe® fuch a concert of
¢ prayer being now in circuiation in the United States from
¢ worthy individual ‘miniters, we are highly delighted with
¢ the piety of the defign, and anxious that fuccefs may at-
¢ tend th: propofal. We, as an affaciation, would with our
¢ brethren in the refpe&ive aflociatiens in this ftate to tzke
< up the matter, and alt upon it {o far as tv refer it to the gen-
¢ eral affociation of this ftate, and by their commiffioners to
¢ the general aflembly of the prefbyterian church in Améri-
¢ ca,and to the convention of clergy in the commonwealth
¢ of Maffachufetts, by the correfpondence lately eftablifhed
¢ between them and the general affociation and general af-
¢ fembly, that fuch general meafures may be taken or adopt-
¢ ed, as may promife to give the propofed concert the moft
¢ extenfive diffufien; and alfo to carrefpond with the confti-
¢ tuted authorities of other denominations of Chriftians, that
¢ prayers may unitedly afcend to the threne of grace from all
¢ the United States in America.’ |

« From Plymouth, Maffachufetts, Oftober, 1794, Rev.
Dr. Robbins thus writes: —~ (Extraft.) o |

« ¢T hereby fignify to you my moft hearty concurrence
¢ in the plan; and of all men in the world T fhould be the
¢ moft inexcufable, criminal, and ungrateful to refufe it, when
¢ the blefled God has of late done %uch great things ameng
¢ this people, in anfwer, we truft, to prayer. Glory to his
¢ name for ever! May this be one happy-earneft of the great
¢ blefling intended to be fought and implored by the pro-
¢ pofed concert! - A - ~

« ¢ [ have mentioned it in our private conferences which
¢ w2 {tiil maintain, and have reafon to think we have fome
¢ precious tokens of God’s prefence in them. Qur people
¢ are greatly pleafed with the propofal, and it has exceeding-
¢ ly animated many of the dear ehildren of (3od here. 1
¢ once mentioned it, fummarily, in the pulpit, on the Lord’s
¢ day; and alfo informed my people that [ had very lately
¢ reccived letters from feveral pious minifters in England,
¢ informing me of a fimilar agreement among a great num-
¢ ber of minifters there, whofe hearts have been made to re-
¢ joice at hearing of the difplays of fovereign grace and pow-
¢ ¢r in this place and others in America. O let us magni-
¢ fy the name of God, and rejoice in the triumph of our di-
¢ vine Redeemer over the powers of darknefs! Thefe things
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¢ are truly encouraging as to the prefent undertaking. Go
¢ on, my dear brother, and uii thofe engaged in this pious
¢ protect; and the Lord blefs you and them, and fucceed it,
$ in his due time appear in his glory, and build up Zion.”
& From the minutes of the prefoytery of New-York op-
pertunity is afforded to make the following extralt:
| « ¢ MeTUCHIN, Offober 16, 1794.

- % ¢ A circular letter, requefting tl.e aid and recommenda-
¢ tion of the minifters of Chrift to a plan of general concert
¢ in prayer throughout the churches of Chri(% of all denom-
¢ inations in thefe United States, being introduced and read;
¢ On motion, Refolved, That the prefbytery do approve of
¢ a public concert in prayer for the advancement of Chrift’s
¢ kingdom, and will cordially unite with any minifters and
¢ private Chriftians in recommending and adopting a plan
¢ for this purpofe.’ ,_ |

“ From the minutes of the [ynod of New-York and New-
Ferfey, confifting of five prefbyteries,we are allowed to make
the following extral?: :
| « ¢ NEw-YORK, October 24, 1704.

-« < A circular letter, figned by a number of minifters in
¢ New-England, refpecting a propofed union and concert in
¢ prayer among the churches of Chrift of all the different
© ¢ denominations of Chriftians in thefe United States, was
¢ overtured by the committee of overtures, with a requeft
¢ that the fynod would give it their approbation, concur-
¢ rence, and recommendation. i

“ ¢ The fynod proceeded to confider this propofal; and,
¢ after fome deliberaiion, ordered that Dr. Macwhorter, Mr.
¢ Chapman, Mr, John Woodhullyand Dr. Smith, minifters;
¢and Mr. John Bayard, Mr. Jofc ph Lyon, Mr. John Mur-
¢ ray, and Mr. Jofeph Hallet, elders, be a committee to con-
¢ fider whether fuch a meafure be expedient, and if expedi-
¢ent td prepare and report foma plan for that purpofe to
¢ the fynod.’ o

“ On the morrow the report of the committee being
called for, they prefented the following : |

“ ¢ The committee appointed by the fynod to confider
¢ the éampofed concert for prayer among all denominations
¢ of Chriftians throughout thefe United States, met; and,
‘.after the moft ferious deliberation, reported the following
¢ refolutions on that important fubject
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« ¢ Refelved, That the fynod do moft cordiaily approve
¢of a gencral union and concsrt in prayer for the ocneral
< revival of rehglon, and the advancement of the Redeemet
¢ kingdom in the world; and do moft heartily n.covnmend
¢ the {ame to all the churches under their care.

« ¢ Refolved, That the {fynod do recommend, that the
« churches under their care obfcrve, for that pury voll, the af-
¢ ternoon of every firft Tuefday in the four quarters of the
¢ year; and that this begin on the firft Tuefday of January
¢ next, attwo o’clock in the afternoon. The 1ynod approved
¢ and adopted the above rcfolutions.’ | |

« The fynod alfo appointed, that on the firft Tueflay of
Jonuary next a faft be held, as the fynad of the Dutch re-
tormad church had alrcady done fo that the concert is like-
ly to be introduced with very folemn and general acls of de-.
votien and humiliation towards God.

“ T'wo other motions on the fubject of prayer were alfo
before the fynod :—The one refpocted a _private concert
between the members of the fynod; engaging to remembex
cach ather, the minifters and churches of Chrift in general,
at the throne of grace, between the hours of {even and nine
every Lord’s day 'ncrnmg :—The other moticn implied 2
requeft that each of the members fhould report to the fynod
nzxt year, of the manner in which the concert fhall have
been attended upon in their ref,)ec.txve churches. And though
it was not thought proper to enjoin thefe motions by a fol-
‘emn act ot Ju.dw:a.t:)ry, yet the members profefled unanimous~
ly a willingnefs to pay cordial and ftrict atténtion to them.
And in this private concert all concerned do moft ﬁnc*rely
invite all Chriftian people to join.

« From a note in a late publicatisn by Dr. Linn, enti-
tled ¢ Difcouries on the Signis of the Times,’ page 1735, the

cllowing exiraci is taken:

« ¢ When this was ready for the prefs, there was handed
¢me an invitation to the minifters and churches of every
¢ Chriftian denomination throughout the United States, to
¢ unite t an attempt o carry into execution the ¢ Humble
¢ Ateerpt of Prefident Edwards,” &c, This pian I moft
¢ hcartily approve, and confider it as a token tor good. It
¢ would have happy effets too, if thof: of different denomi-
¢ mtxom, wherc 1t is conyenieat, would aflemble together,
¢ or form themfelves i into focictics for prayery’
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« From Charleflon the Rev. Fededial Blorfe thus writss:
“« ¢ CHARLESTON, Ofober 1, 1794-
« ¢ My DEAR SiIRr,
« <] reccived duly, by poft, your very acceptable circu-

¢ Jar letter, on the intereftuzo fubj=ct of a concert in prayer
« among Chriftian minifters and people of diiferent denoini-
¢ nations. I had heard with fatisfaction that fuch a thing
¢ was in aZitation, and am happy to find thatiit has fo far ri-
¢ pened for execution. I have hardly a doubt, but that ail
< the fincere lovers of Zion’s proipenty will cordially unite
¢in a defign fo well calculated to advance the intereft of
¢ Chnift’s kingdom 1n the world, and to excite, cheriih, and
¢ increafe love among Chriftians. What pleafing and en-
¢ rapturing emotions maft it excite in the ptous mind to re-
¢ flet, that thouiands of fuppliant, fervent Chriftians, wide-
¢ ly fcattered over this world, are all aff=mbled at the throne
¢ of grace, uniting their requefts for the fame bleffings '—
¢ When met here, how much will they love one another '— .
¢ With what joy fhall they anticipate the day that fhall un-
¢ ite them, fanctified wholly by the good Spirit of God, in
¢ everlafting bonds! Such union in prayer among Chris-
¢ tians will ferve greatly to ftrengthen and increafe their
- ¢faith and hope that their prayers wil be anfwered. ZF
¢ two of you, faith Chrift, hall agree on earth, as touching
< any thing that they fball afk, 1t ftall be done for them of
Smy Father which is in beaven. How much more then
¢ where thoufands are agreed in the fame thing ?'—I cannot
_ ¢ but anticipate the happy and glorious effeéts, by the blefs-
- ing of God, flowing from this good defign.’ | -

“ From Hampton, Csnnellicut, Rev. Mr. L. I¥eid thus
writes: :

« ¢ The friends of Zion in this place, as 1s doubtlefs the
¢ cafe in other places, are animated with the invitation, Come,
€ let us go [peedily to pray before the Lovd, and to feek the
¢ Lordof Hofts. 'We may expect, Sir, that the children of
¢ wifdom, they who make Jerufalem their chicf joy, will jufti-
¢ ty an objelt fo happily calculated to promorte the glodious
¢ caufe of Chrit. | _

« ¢ Heartily wifhing {uccefs to thc propofed concert, 1
¢ {ubfcribe, your fricnd and fellow-Jaborer in the vineyard

¢ of Chridt, ‘J.. WELDY
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« From Hatﬁ?ld, Mafachifetts, Rev. Fefeph Lynian sous

writes: |
| « ¢ HATFIELD, Nouveiiber 0, 1794
« ¢ PDrar Sir, \ |

« ¢ Agrecably to the propofal I made to you when I had
¢ the happinefs of feeing you at Lebanon, i have Jaid your
¢ letter in favor of a concert of prayer, &c. before the afio-
¢ ciation of congregational minifters to which I belong.—
¢ The fubjeét was taken up with great celiberation, and
¢ thoraughly canvafled in favor of the defign; and the ob-
¢ jections were ftated and difcufled as far as we were able.
¢ The aflociation came into thofe determinations which I
¢ now enclofe and fend to you, according to your defire.—
¢ You will perceive that the propofal was thought capable of
¢ fome amendment, and with that amcndment the aflocia-
¢ ton with to be thought zzalous promoters of the falutary
¢ and pious plan with which you prefented them. Let me
¢ fuggeft to you, my dear Sir, that this 15, in my opnion, a
< great and good work in which you aid others mentioned
¢ in your letter are engaged :—There may be danger of its
¢ not fucceeding, thould the meafures purfued be carelefsly
¢ procraftinated ; which I am confident will not be the cale
¢ on your part. At the fame time [ think that much, under
¢ God, as to the fuccefs of this undertaking, depends upon
¢ having the patronage of good and influential minifters of
¢ different do&trinal fentiments in uneflential points and of
¢ the fevera! denominations through the United States. The
¢ fignature of a large and refpcétable number of fuch wor-
¢ thy charalters, aided by the more effectual influence of col-
¢ leétive bodies of minifters of different denominations, as
¢ patrons of the defign, would, it is probable, give it fuch
¢ weight in the minds of God’s people, as greatly to animate
¢ them in entering upon and perfevering in the propofed
¢ concert. ¢ JOSEPH LYMAN.

« ¢ At a meeting of the northern aflociation of minifters
¢of the county of Hampthire, at Hatheld, November 4,
¢ 1794, Mr Lyman laid before the aflociation a circular
¢ letter, containing a plan of concert for extraordinary pray-
Cer, for the revival of religion, &c. which was taken into
¢ confideration. .

« ¢ Voted, To patronize and encourage the propofed
¢ concert for prayer, with this referve, That the churches
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by feverally for themfelves judge of the expedic:icy of contin-
¢ uing or difcontinuing it.

« ¢ Further, {'he affociatior are of opinion, that to obt'u'l
¢ the recommendation of collettive bodies of minifters of va
¢ rious denominations of Chriftians, would have a good ten-
¢ dency to promote the happy event contem plated; and there-
¢ fore ‘wifh that fuch recommendation m: 1y accompany tie

¢ propofed addrefs to the minifters and churches.
¢ Extrac‘?ed from the minutes of the affociation by
. «<ENOCH HAI, h Seribe?
« Fron &océbnd re Dri Wepl thus writes .
« ¢ STOCKEBRIDGE, Nowmber 7, 1794
« ¢ REVEREND Sir, .

« ¢ Since I had laft the pleafure of wntmtr to you, I had
¢ opportunity of meeting the miniftcrs of “this ¢ county in aflo-
¢ ciation, and laying before them the propofed plan for a
¢ concerty &c. The propofal was receivéed with great ap-
¢ probation; and I am to inform you, that the following

gcntlemen join in recommending 1t; and will ufe their in-
t fluence to promote and forward fo defirable an ehd: Viz. |
¢ Rev. Daniel Collins, Ephraim Judfon; Theinas Allen,Da-
¢ vid Perry, Seth SWlft John Stevens; Jzcob Catlin, David
“ Porter; Alvan Hyde; Ofiver Ayer, John Camp. Wheriever

¢ the plan fhall be fufficiently tipe for 4 permanent adoption;
¢ {h..ll with you to favor me with informdtion. That God
¢ would gracaou‘ly own, and fucceed the attempt, and pour
* ¢ down on all denominations of Chriftians a fpirit of grace
< and fupplication, prays your brother and fellow-l..bor- “
¢ er 11 the gofpel. «<« STEPHEN WEST?.

« As the objed of the prefent lettet is to communicate
the {ubftance of the recommendations which have been re-
ceived on the abve fubjed, it is hoped that the gentlemen
who have expreffed their thoughts thus freely, will take no
exceptions at- the ufe which has been made of their recom-
mendations in the extralts taken from their letters ; as this
{<emed to be the moft cligible method in laying before every
denomination of Chriftians a juft flatement of the commu-
nications which have been forwarded.

« In addition to the above it may not be improper to
mentian, that verbal approbations have been received from
a variety of our congregational and bptift brethren, who,
with their churches and congregations, engage to unite in
 the propofed concerts Q.
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%« And, in the conclufion of this letter, the fubfcribers will
not be thought to tranfgrefs the bounds of modefty or of du-
ty, if; in return for the attention paid to the firft circular let-
ter, they, in the name of all intercfted in its fuccefs, thould
make fnitable expreflions of acknowledgment for the favor-
able manner in which the invitation hath been received ;
praying that the attention expreffed may be but 2 prelude to
2 firn, unthaken, and fuccefsful perfeverance in the exercife
of that Chriftian duty, which they have thought proper to
resommend ;—%oping and trufting alfo, that many thoufands
_ yet unborn ihall arife and call thofe bieflod, who dared, in
chis day of d-gencracy, to lend an aiding hand to the ftrug-
gling caufe of piety and of religion ;—praying alfc, that fuch,
with many yet to unite in this pious attempt, may yet hve
to fee all the abodes of Zion illuminated by the facrifices of
z:ayer, arifing from the 2ltar of holy incenfe, which they

ve been inftrumental in rearing unto God;—and, in a
word, have only to fay, that, from the encouragement receiv-
ed from many quarters not expreffed in_ this letter, there is
- reafon to bopz that the united concert of praying thoufands

will begin, as propofed, on the firft Trefday of January,
£79 3I:eagr:d be fc‘;':?uly and perfeveringly maigtained, to the
glory of God, to the peace and comfort of all united, and
to the falvation of many fouls. ~
« In refpect to the order or method of fervice, it has been
eneraily thought that the eourfe of fervice be much the
fame as is ufually maintained in the refpeQive churches oz
-congregations, in the afternoon. of the Lord’s day.

«“ The fubfcribers, in the name of all friends to the pro-
pofed concert, do humbly exprefs the joy and fatisfaltion
they would feel, thould ail the minifters and churches of our
‘Lord Jefus Chrift become united in it. Animated, we
would hope, by a fincere regard to the interefts of Chrift’s
kingdom in this world, and its inconceivable glories in the
next;—and finally committing and fubmitting the whole
concern to the direction and blefling of Him, who-is infinite

-in wifdom and head over all things to the church, fign

" themfelves, &c.. « WALTER KING,
«“DAVID AUSTIN.
« P. §. Whereas the firft circular letter was directed on-
ly to fingle mirift.:s and private Chrigtians, and though
this fecond follows the fame example, yet, as fume of the
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conftituted authoritics of the church of Chrift have thought
proper to take it up and recommend ity and as cthers have
afked that it might be more and more thus recommended
and {upported, the fubfcribers, fo far as they have any influ-
ence, do moft cordially and fincercly requeit that all publ:c
bodies, bearing rule in the church of Chrift, would comply
with the very reafonable defire which many of their fiiends
and brethren have thus cordially exprefled.

“ And any individual miniftsr, who fhall be difpofed to
bring this requeft before the conftituted authorities of thc
church, and fhall be enabled fuccefsfully to fupport the fame,
* may greatly fubferve the caufe of Chnift, and will oblige the
fubfcribers by forwarding an accurate account of fuch evens,
for publication in the courfe of the MAGAZINE—ih: condi-
tions of which accompany this letrer.
 «C In the prefent flage of the publication of this lettery a
€ copy of the foregoing extracts being prefentzd to the under~
¢ figned, and concurrence in the general [pirit of the pro-
< pojed concert being requefled, the fubfcriber is ready to fig~ -
¢ nify @ cordsal acquiefcence in the fame. T

~ «<JONATHAN EDWARDS.

« ¢ New-Haven, December 5, 1795.”°

Acéompanying the fecond circular letter was an endos-
ed plan of a MAGAZIKE, of which the following propofals
are a copy: -

«“P ROPOSAULS
For Printing by Subfcrigtion,
A MAGAZTINE,
ENTITLED, THE

CHRISTIAN HERALD;

OR, THE
UNION MAGAZINE:

INSTITUTED As aNx a1D To THE PLAN oF GENERAL
CONCERT 1x PRAYER, xcw PREPARING, AND TO
BE ENTURED YPON THE FIRST TUESDAY IN JANUARY,




124 THE VOICE OF GOD TO THE

‘““ THIE DES'GN OF THIS WORK 15,

“I. To repo:t to the churches, from one quarter of the
vaar to another, th: fate and progrefs of the propofed con-
curt.

« [I. "To convey information refpeting the ftate of reli-
gion in general, anc in refpet to pmlcular churches, where

fuch mfomx::.on may tend to the edification of Zion at
i: rge; aiid, cfpecialy ) of all concerts for pray<r in th“f” and
i foreign pam

«IIl. To ferve as a vehicle for fhort and nervous dis-
cour(zs on the fubject of the promifis and prophecies which

rxfpect tire glory of the latter day, and on other animating
lu‘T““ proper to be read in congregations and in praying
10(: etics, where they may not be favored with a min ifter on
the day of concert; and for fuch other articles of intelli-
gence on the fubjett of prophecy and the providence of (:o
as may be deemed warthy of general nozice.

«[V. To prefcrve an hlﬁory of the proccecdings of the -
different judicatures of the church of Chnft on this fub-
jed, and on any other fuby'&s defigned to further the in-
tereft of religion in the werld.

«V. To open the door for the reception of the literary
and pious communications of all Chnftian minifters and
peonke on the fubje@t of religion, that foundation may be
laid for the more perfet coricord and cordiality, in the Es-
SENTIALS ol eur holy religion, among all-branches of the
Redeemer’s kingdom. .

« VL. “To contain fuch reviews of publications, whether
facrad or profane, printed in Europe or America, as any of.
our literary or Chriftian brethren may be dxfpoled to for-
ward for publ'canom

"Though the foregoing propofals announced a magazine,
uinler tne title of the « Chriftian Herald; or, Union Ma-
".uxnc:, )ct for the purpoles of acco'mnodatlon, and thro’
i.upw that the oLJc&s of 2 preyious plan of the « Theolozi-

cal Magazine” might be incorporated within the limits of
thc m,km defign, the two p‘.m“ were united, and a fingle
number itfucd under the ftile of the « United States Chnif
tian Magazine;” and in this fir# number was the following
communication refpecting the progrds of the plan of the
concert indertec:
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« Fer the UNITED STATES CHRISTIAN MAGAZINE.

“ Coramunications refpesiing ths plar of vifible union and
general concers in praver mow exifting in thefe United
States, and ofyz:v+d on the ﬁ v Tuefday of each quarter
of the yeary comencucivg en the fiy Tuefaay of Fanuary,
179$, at twa o'ciack, P. M. and jo continuing in order:y
courje.

<« The origin of tkis plan was from Scatland, and by the laze
Prcf cnt Edward; its biftory is thus recited:

«c InO&ober, A.D. x'“,a.zumb"r of minifters:izn Scoi-
¢ land, taking inte conticeration the ftate of Goac's cherch,
¢ and of the worid of mankind, judged that the previdence of
« God, at fuch 2 day, éid loudly cail fuch as were concerned
¢ for the weliare of Zion, to united extraordinary applicatioas -
* to the God of il grace, {uitably acknowledxinz him as the
¢ fountzin of aii the fpirituzl benefits and hle".in'rﬁ of his
- ¢ church, and earneftly p'aymtr to him, that he wouid appear
¢in his glory and favor Zion, and manifeit his compatfion to
¢ the world of manklm, by an abundant effuiton of his Hely
¢ Spirit on all thc charches and the whole habitable eartin;
¢ to revive true religion in all parts of Chriftendom, and 1o

¢ deliver all nations from their great and manifold lp:r't.xal
¢ calamities and mifzries, and blefs them with the unipeak -
¢ able benzfits of the kingdom of our glorious Redee'ner
¢ and hil the whole earth with his glory: and confulting one
¢ another on the fubje&, they looked on themfelves, for 1 their
¢ own part, obliged to engage in this duty, and, as far zs in
¢ them lay, to perfuade others to the fame, and to endeavor
¢ to ind out and fix on fome mcthod tiat thould moft eftec-
¢ tually tend to promote and uphold fuch et..mordlmry ap-

¢ plications to heaven among God’s people.’

 The pian was then propofed, and took fuch efrc& that
it was complicd with by numbers in the four chief towns in
Scotland—:n Edinburgh, Glafgow, Aberdeen and Dundce;
and iIn many country towns and congregations in various
parts of the iand. A letter to the Rev. Mr. Prince, of Bof-
ton, reported that there were then above thirty focieties of
young people in Edinburgh, and in Glafgow this union was
unanimoully z2greed to by about forty-five pravng focicties,
as il councit minitter in that city informs.
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« A memorial on the fubje& of a concert. for prayer, ac-
companied by a letter, figned by twelve minifters in Scot-
land, was fent over to America, and direltions given that
five hundred copices fhould be diftributed in Maflachufctts-

- Bay, Connc&licut, New-Hampthire, and, in fa&t, through-
out the then American colonics.

« This memorial the late Prefident Edwards very warm-
ky advocated, and in fupport of it wrote what is ftiled, ¢ an
Humble Attempt to promote explicit Agreement, and vif:-
ble Union of Gad’s People in extraordinary Prayer, for the
Revival of Religion, and the Advancement of Chrift’s King-
dom on Earth, purfuant to Scnipture-Promifes and Prophe-
civs conc.rning the Laft Time.’ |

« This work received a full and cordial recommendation
frem five minifters of the town of Bofton, and had an ex-
tenfive circulation in Europe and America,

« It was rcpablithed under the patronage of the Rev. John
Sutclifty a Baptitt munifter, in England. The avowed defign
of the editor in the republication was to promote an agree-
ment and practice then prevalent in feveral of their aflocia-
tions of meeting, at ftated times, far purpofes of focial
prayer. - | |

“ In 1704 this tral was again reprinted in America.

“ In September of the fame year, a number of minifters
being providentially affembied at Lebanon, in Connelticut,
were ied, after prayer, to confult on Prefident Edwards’s
¢ Humble Attempt,’ &c. and readily exprefling their opinion,
agreed to unite their exertions, in order to carry the defign
ot his memorial iato full and permanent effect. |

-« A tketch of the objes of the ¢ Humble Attempt,” and
of the defign of the afore-mentioned mimiters, and figined by
1nore than twenty minifters in the viciruty of Lebanon, Nor-
wich, and Providence, was printed and fent abroad in the
form of a circular letter. |

“ This letter produced a variety of communications, both
from individuals and from public bodies, countenancing the

.,

P « In December a fecond circular letter was iffued, contain-
ing 2 fummary of tms recommendation. .

« Among thofc who gave countenance to the plan were
the Rev. Dr. Wedt, Stockbridze; Rev. Dr. Green, Phila-.
delphia; Rev. Mr. Etwine, Betaichem; Rev. Meflrs. Jaceb
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Brufh, William Phae:bus, and Laurence M’Combs, of the
methodift epifcopal clurch, New-York:—The Reverend
aflociation of the north diftri€t, Hartford county, recom-
mending to. the different -aflociations of the ftate, that the
matter be taken up and referred to the general aflociation of
the ftate of Connecticut, and, by their commiflioners, to the
general aflembly of the prefbyterian chuicin in Americayand
to the convention of clergy in the conmonwealth of Mafia~
chufetts, &c. that fuch general meafures may be taken or
adopted, as may promife to give the propofed concert the
moft extenfive diffufion; and alfo to correfpond with the
conftituted authorities of other denominations of Chriftians, -
that prayers may unitedly afcend to the throne of grace from
all the United States in America. |
« To this recommendation may be added the countenance
of the Rev. Dr. Robbins, of Plymouth; of the prefbytery
~ of New-York; of the fynod of New-York and New- Jer-
fey; of the Rev. Dr. Linn, of the Dutch reformed church,
New-York; of the Rev. Jedediah Morfe, Charlefton; of
- the Rev. Mr. Wield, Hampton, Conneclicut; of the Rev.
- Jofeph Lyman, of Hatficld; and of the northern aflocia-
- tion of minifters of the county of Hampthire, Maflachu-
fetts; and of Dr. Edwards, New-Haven. ' |
~ « Refpeting the obfervance of the day, on the firft Tuef~
day of January, the Rev. Mr. Chapman, of Orange, New-
Jerfey, writes: ¢ I think we have good encouragement, tho”
< the day {feems to be gloomy, and the enemies of religion
¢ many, to unite and prefs forward with all our might in the
¢ ftrength of the Redeemer. There was fomething peculiar
¢ and folemn in divine providence, refpecting the day for
¢ opening the concert for prayer; its b ing a day of fafting,
¢and in this ftate proclaimed a day of thankfgiving; fome-
¢ thing remarkable! It was very apparent that the minds of
¢ many among us, particularly of the more ferious, were
¢ very fenfibly affcCted, efpecially when the hour of prayer
¢ was come. When I took occafion to introduce and opzan
¢ up the folemn propoful, and read to them a number of the
¢ communications from different parts of thc continent, our
¢ ferious praying people feemed to catch the very fpirit of
¢ the propoful, and are longing for the arrival of the next
‘ day of prayer; numbers feem confident that it is of the
¢ Lord, and trom him a token for good,
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« ¢ O may the God of ail grace pour out a fpirit of pray-
¢ er and fupglication on all his people; and ftrengthen and
¢ encourage the hearts of all his faithful minifters, and pro-
¢ pare the way to build up Zion,and to appcar in his glory!”

* The Rev. Mr. Williams writes from Harwington :—
¢ We have had 2 full meeting for prayer agreeably to the
¢ recommendation, and expe¢t to go in concert with you
¢ and other churches.’

- « From North-Haven, Conne&icut, Rev: Ben. Trum-
bull writes, February 18, 1795: ¢ My church uiamimoufly
¢ adopted the plan for a concert in prayer; and thoush our

¢ facramental leCture was on New-Year’s day, yet we met

¢ again on Tucfday, and began the concert that day, as was

¢ propofed. o :

« ¢ ] preached, as well as my abilities would permit; from
< Ifaizh Ixil. 1. For Zior’s fake I will nt bold my peace, and
< for forufalem’s fake I will nat refly until toe rigoteoufnefs
< thereof go forth as brightnefs, and the falvation thereof as
¢ a lamp that birnetl).

&« ¢] brought into view, as far as poflible in one difcourfe;

» this truth, that netwithftanding all impediments, the church
¢ would yet rife -to 2 moft confpicuous and glorious ftate;
¢ and that it was the duty of all Chriit’s minifters and people

€to adopt the refolution of the prophet, and cry to God

¢ without ceafing till the great event thould be accomplithed.
| caling g itk P e
« ¢ The concert was obferved in feveral parts of this

¢ ftate. At Worthington, Mr. Fenn’s parith, and at Wood-

< bury, Mr. Benediét’s, there were full and folemn affem-
¢ blies.’ - |
~ + ¢ From Second River, New- Jericy, Rev: Mr. Stryker,
of the Dutch Reformed Church, writes: ¢ I herewith tranf-
¢ mit to you a few ( fifteen) names of fubicribers for the ma-
¢ gazine; reft affured that my endeavors to promote fo laud-
¢ able a defign fhall not ftop here, if my Loxd fpares me my
¢ life and health, as.a work of this nature, I am perfuaded, 1s
< highly neceflary at this time, and I doubt not that the Lord
¢ will accompany it with peculiar bleflings. |

“ ¢ From the preparations already made in the difpenfa-
¢ tions of divine providence; from the happy accomplith-
¢ ment of certain predictions; from the prefant ftate of reli=
¢ gion, and the apparent difpofition of miniiters and thei

¢ people, of differcnt denominations of Chriftians, to unitd
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¢in prayer ., bm-qcmf love, I am perfuaded the period
¢is not far Jitant, when the Redeemer’s kingdom will
¢ come with power and great giory. It is matter of | joy
“to me to hear that minifters of the golpel of Jefus Chrift,
¢ who ought always to appsar as beacons on the heights of
¢ Zion, are comm.mxcatmg light and fervor to cach other.
¢ That is furely a token for good, and I trutt that word of
¢ the pro,)hg.t Ifaiah, in his §8tch chapter, will foon receive a
¢ glorious ful filment.

"« From Ps °hdem Wheelock, of Dartmouth collcge, alet-
ter is received with names of the fullowing gentlemen, mi-
nifters, recommending the plar of concert:—Rev. Jofcph
Bowman, paftor of a church in Bernard; Rev: Lyman Pot-
ter, Norwich; Rev. John Smith, of the church, Dartmouth
college; Rex; Ifaiah Potter; of Lebanon; Rev. Afa Burton,
of Thetford; Rev. Nathaniel Lambert, of Newbury; Rev.
William Conant, of Lyme; Rev. Stephen Fuller, Verthire;
Rev. Seth Payfon, Ryage.

« From Litchfield, Conredticut, Col. Talmabe writes
¢ I have duly received your letter of the gth inftant accom~
¢ panied with feveral printed letters, &c. "Fhofe which were
¢ diretted to the minifters of this vicinity, have all been fent
< to their feveral addreflcs. It greatly rejoices my heart, that
¢ 1t hath pleafod the great head of the church to excite fa
¢ many of his fervants to the pious defigns propofed in the
¢ concert for prayer.  T'ruly does this appear to be the fn-

¢ gor of God; and may he abundantly own and blefs his own
¢inflitution. I cannot but view this as a token for good to
¢ the caufe and intereft of Zion at large; for wherever the

 great difpenfer of mercies has determined on beftowing
¢ bleflings on our fallen race, he has been wont, previou Aly,
¢ to beftow a fpirit of {upplication and prayer.

« ¢ Since I received thofe letters; I have had frequent oc-
¢ caﬁon to read them to religious focieties, eonferences, &c.

¢ and I am happyv in being able to declare to you, that they
¢ feem to have been enlivened and animatcd to duty, from
¢ fuch hopefu. appearances of a praying fpirit pervading our
¢ country.

« ¢ While I feel not unmindful of your exertions, as well
¢ as of your fellow-laborers, in the vineyard of our blefl=d
¢ Lord, for endeavoring to promote and encourage the plan

¢ of concarty &c, 1 hop'* I ﬂ;zll be able, ever, with you, (9
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afcribe 2ll the glory to God.  Oh! that the Holy Spint
might be pleafed to vifit our hearts, and the hearts of all
men wiih the moft enlivening tokens of his power and
arace, and bring all flzth to the fulleft acknowledgment of
¢ the trutn, as it is in Chrift Jefus!

“ From Newark, Decenber 29th, 1794, the Rev. Uzal
Ogzden, of the epifcopal church, writes: ¢ ‘The circular let-
¢ tor, exhibiting the fuccefs of thg plan for gea..ra] union and
¢ concert in prayer, I had the pl cafure of receiving yci’«.r-
“day. 1 he fcheme is pious and rational, and if carricd into

¢ ettoCt, (and of this there appzars no reafon to doubt%xt will,
<1 txuft tirouzh the goodnefs of God, be productive of
¢ many Llutarv conl\.qu{,ncgs. Will the united voices of ma-
¢ ny. thoufund taithful Ch: 1ﬁnm, in the caufe of rcligion, be
¢unhcard by the God of peace? Will it not do honor to
¢ Chriftian xtv for its profcﬂo.. , of every name, to unite their

¢ prayers ior “the promotion of its general intereits? ' Will not
¢ this meafure have a tendoincy to y cauf- their hearts to clow
¢ with greater ardor of afection to each cther? to obliterzre
< pr gudxces from their minds? te caufz them to lzy but lir-
¢ te or no itrefs on the msn-sffentral : of Chriftianity, and to
¢ enter more pertectly into at5 fpiiit?
« <A u not, in a great Cbgu.e filence an objection of

~ A &~

¢ infidelity, that Chrifkians canniot agree among themfelves ?
« ¢ In’ thc prcﬁ::zt ftate of man, it is chimerical to expecta
¢ perfect upion of Chr xﬂ 1ans in dsérrine, diicipline and wor-

< ihn p. In the arts and fiences even wife men have differed,.

and ever will diffes in fentiment. Ana can it be ftrange
¢ that their ideas are not entirely iimilar refpecting the num-
¢ berlefs truths contained in tiie holy fc*xp‘urc: F Is it not
¢ fuihcient if they are all fu.‘umn Tt "'}' rxg..u In thelr teneats,
¢ and holy in their pratticc? Will not he who truly believes
¢ in Chntt be favear

“ ¢ This plan has my parfc&t approbation, ard fhall have
¢ ruy interedt o give it efiicacy; and never could a fcheme
¢ of this fort be better timed tian the one now in contempla-
¢ tion. What an age of vice and inndchity ! How does dzidm,
‘ thh Impleient t*out, talc unmatked among us, reviling,

and even blLipheming our hety religion, and cnd.avonn«r
€ to extirpate it [osi the carth! 'V ain, howev“r, will be its’
¢impious efforts! Great is truth, and it fhall ftill triumph !
¢ lac gates of hicll Il pot p;:;v:ul againfrig! Detln ihall be
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€ vchecked; and in the order of Providence, thouzt inthe uls
¢ of means, the kingdom of Choit will come with gaw.r;
¢ and it is rational to conclude, that this medure "+ Jrea-
¢ ly contribute to its advancement.’

“ From Caldweli, ft:te of New-Jerl:y, Rev. Mr. Gro-
ver informs, that the prefbytery of Moiris county unani-
moully rejoiced at the news of the propefed concert, and,
with pleafure, anticipate the days appowted.

“ T'he Rev. Mr. Tennent, of the prefbytery of Philadel-
phia, writes, that their prefbytery have uranimoufly refolv-
ed to obfervs the days appointed for onz voan

« General inforation from Coanect:cut thazeg, that pro-
bably about two-ihirds of the churches in that ttate may he
contidered as engazed in the plan; and in refpett to tae ob-
fervance of the rccomimenaauon of the fynod of New-York
and of Ncw-Jerfty, to the churches under tiieir care, no in-
telligence hath been received, but that the plan went nito
full effect.” | '

Many other communications from public bodies, as well
as from private Chriftians, were received, approving of the
pian of concert, anid teftifying of the happy influence it feem-
ed likcly to produce, and of the hopeful profpect there was
that he whao heareth prayer wouid gracioaﬁy caufe that the
offcrings of his peogle thould not, in vain, aicend before the
mercy-feat. ’ |

Thefe communications, reaching to November 2, 1793,
would have been publifhed, had the numbers of the Uniiced
States Chnthian Magazine been coatinued; but a difference
of opiniorn, In refpect to the leading fcaturcs of the maga-
zine taking place, the publication cezfed; and rather than lay
toundation of difunion amongft any of the friends of the Ke-
dzemer’s kingdom, by the continuaace of two feparate ma-
gazines, the heid was [>it tothe “ Theological Magazine,”
wiich may, perhaps, in the iffue, anfwer the intent of the
« Chriftian Herald; or, Union Magazine.”

Under thefe circumftances clofed the year 1795: And in
the review of the eveits of the ciicular letters, mviting the
bretiren of the dificrent denominations to unite in the pub-
lication of their difcourfes in the fame volumes; inviting, in
the fame fpirit, the {aine brethren to unite, foon artery n a
ipirit of prayer and fupglication at the throne of grace, in
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behalf of the kingdom of Chriit and of God, may it not be
allowed, that the means appointed of God to the carrying
on of the fpintual concerns of his temple; were followed with
fome degree of the fame tuccefs which hath crowned the -
bors of him, who, as 7ERUBRAREL, was luboring, with tha
plummet of piovidence in his hand, in the concerns of the
outward or poiitical part of this TEMPLE OF THE LORD?

If thefe things are fo, it will not be doubtad that if the
Lord of the whole carth and of the whole clurch, hath de-
fignated that the leading inftrument in his hand m thefe
concerns fhail ftand as tLe Jofhua of the fecond temple—
thus it muft be,

Anrdinthe pm(ne&o the immedizte comingof the GREAT
MASTER of alemblics to vifit his TEMPLE, may it not be
ar a& of juftice to the truth of infpiration to review, for a
mc-mcnt. the forcgoing tran!}wuons, and to 21k of God di-

eltion that 2 juil - eftimate of them may be formed?

fav they not be confidered as amountm*r to 2 part of the
dutics fp ecified in the commiffion of him who is fliled the
Lord’s m.j’?agu' a little to precede his own actual coming ?
Mal. in. 1. Beheld IT'w '11 fend wny meflenger, and he Jocll

repare the sway before me; and t"e Lord, v.'hem ye feek,
ﬁ::,’l {uddenly ccme #0 his TEMFLE; cven tbf, MESSENGER
OF THE COVENANT, whsm ye delight in; bchold he fhall

2pey faith the Lord of rlf'ﬂs.

Ard of the fpirit of the fame mcfage doth not mlpxranon
fpeak. Mal. iv. 5, 6. Bebatd, 1 will Jend you Elijabh the
prophet before the coming of the great and dreaaﬁd day of
the LORD; @nd he fball turn the hearts of the fathers ¥o the
childven, and the bearts of the children to their father 5
left I come and fmite the earth with a curfe.

And if; in the courfe of the exertion which it hath pleas-
ed God to lead the duf? and afles before him to make in
his fanctuary, he hath alfo been led to fpeak a word of en-.
couragement to thofe who labored for tae profpentv of the
external EDIFICE, 1t cannot be denied that in making out
the charaéter defiznated he is entitled to the evidence.

This word of mcouragcm"nt hath been manifefted from
the prefs and from the fanétuary itfelf. An infertion of a
few picces, committed to prefs when dangers {eemed to
threaten the edifice, may fuffice for the conviGtion of the
world; and that the fame hath been thc uniform tenor of
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the writer’s teftimony in his place, on proper occafions, the

p::o;.!c of his charge wiil tofli ¥e

“ Fior the NEw-Jerszy Journar, Odler 1, 1794
«“CRISIS, No. L

“ To Ricuaro HowsLe, £fg. Governzr, Captain-Gen-
- eradyand Gonrnandier ia Csiefy in and over the State of

New-Ferfey and Tesriiaries thereunts belonging, Coan-

cellor zicd (rdinary in the fame.

“ MUCH RESPECTED SiR,

¢ Never was an ordinance of l-giflative authority more
tim:cly, more necetlary, or more giatsfuily reczived by all
the rood citizens of this fate, than your i:te sracdarauoi
for the fuppreflion of the dark and infidious duiizns i the
emiflarics of the infurzents.  Evoey attentive sicrver har!

hehd

ezn fully convinczd, that, in &l the diiterepe motaous ex-

- - 4 R . . . - o -
preflid in your proclamation, the Durit ofrnnurgency was

- -

laboring for influence. The lanzuzge of its emiftasics, pa’s-
ing our towns, has been heard ;—its f5ies have becia feei—
infults upon the 2uthority of the ftate, in the perfois of its
magiitrates, have bezn committed, and iutherto the offend-
ers have gone unpunithed. The fubordinare authoriiss

ave waited the dxcifion and orders of the fupreine execu-

sveda~

By
- -

t:ive aid privy council on the fubj2ét :—Bur now, Sir, s
our brave republicans in arms have rallied around tae itan-
dard of order and republican frcedom, which you have fet
up in the field; fo, with equal readinefs, animated by your
proclamation and prefent exertion, will the civil authority,
in_ail 1ts fubordinate influcace, rally round the ftandard of
rder 2nd of law. | 7
¢ The licentiouf=fs of foreizn influence and of ant
eral refzntinent, breathed forth through the thoufand organs
of focietics, of difappointed ambitior, and of conta-
minated prefles, has raged, in the opinion of ali honctt men,
fong cnough, The truits of this unitad, but unprovoked,
oppofition to our fxderal conttitution and to feederal mea-
- fures, are at prefent {een in the unprincipled mfurgency of
the weft. ‘This infurrettion is not the caild of 2 moment :
— It has lain long iir embryo, and has beea but too sictly
nourithed by the poifonous priaciples and meafures of a de-
figning faftion. Ay ftrange w Wl ehis illegitimate po-

ifed

Sval 4™
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Jitical baftard no fooner [ies the light, than it comes panting
and crying for nourifhment and protecticn in the frutdul
reput: tlican foil of New- Jertey. its nnpudcm ¢,y confidering its
280, is without a parallei:—But that the ofispring of | unpu-
dent parents fhould be impudent too, is not furprizing.—
"The difinherited ﬁracmlcr has, however, rzceived a deadly
blovr, which, in thefe p.ll'tb, it will not many days furvive.

« lo\, leng hath the mildnefs, the moderation, and pa-
tiencz of 2 tortured government (tortured in itfelf, and tor-
tured in its {2 rvan*ﬂ) borne with thc dark and mﬁdlous de-
figns ot unprincipled and reftlefs men.

"« The honeft part of the community are yet willing to
believe, that our freedom and our governmeiit are the gntt of
2 mumhccnt heaven. Thofe who have fought, and have
iought from principle, are not willing to for'rct the fuc-
ccﬁi:s, which, under God, crowned their anns in the late
glorious confli¢t; npor arc ‘they willing that the fruits of
fuch continued mterpoﬁtmn, fhould now be fwallowed up in
the enchanting caverns of difcord and of faction.

“« If the battles of the late glorious and fuccefsful conflict
for the eftablithment of freedo'n, of order, and of republican
law, are again to be fought over, we have not begun too
foon. Honeft men are alad to fee the republican {tandard
once more ercited.  They believe it to be the ftandard of
freedom and of h.,‘..';;,, the ftandard which fhall ere long,
through obedience to an irrefiftible deeree, be waved round
the olebe.  This ftandard is entitled to fupport wherever it
has been erefted; and a right to its bleflings will be proved
by the vigilance and courage of thofe who are willing to de-
fond it.

« Muy it be your hanpy, your honorab le lot, refpelted S 3ir,
to i'")“yt that ftandard wihich now fo pleafanty waves on
the fair fabric of American repiblican freedom, refting as-

fured that the bett withes and prayers of all good men ac-
company you; and that all truc fr inds to their countr v, whe-
ther in the civil or m 1htzrv departments of this it‘xty, are
Folding exemfelves in readineds to obey your order, dnd W,
imitats your prefeat noble example,

“ I hat you may be fuccetstul ia your prefent interefting
errandy that you msy have healo o nd o igth to e\»ruh‘
the fame pa.rt..auzl L.ub over onr brethren now with You lii
arms, which has ah eady raifed you fo high in the eftcem of




PECPLE OF THESR UKITED STATES. IS

yotir command and of their friends at home; and that ya
may foon return to meet the laurels of a gratetu! counury,
the unfeigned prayer of every true republican.”

« For tbe LW—J:‘.RSI‘.Y Journat, Odzter 1, 1794,
“ SEPTEMBER 20, 17g4.
“ On fecing an advertifcment for G new DANCING-SCHOOL.

A friend to the moral and refigious intereft of the bor-
ouch of “lizabeth, as well as to the i improvements antl em-
bellithments of civil life in general, is induced to invite ths
attzntion of the ladgics and gentlemen of the town, zt the prc+
fent time, rather to the pur Huit of thi tngs rations l and moral,
than to things pleafiny and fathionable. He thinks t.hc
found of the v 10] the noifz of frolic and dancing, but a
evidence of the concest in princinle, which it is thexr ho.ms
to hold with their brethren who have juft now taken the field.

« He is unwiliing to belicve that the principles of the ia«
dies and gentlemen of this town, are fo repugnant to the re<
publican fentuments which have lately charmed our- youth
into the ficld, as to with, by the foft blandxﬁlments of effem-
inate life; to c‘1 arm them homc again.

-« Bef:des reafons merely rational and. vifible, l‘c thinks it
too lute in the day to deride thoL, who believe thers are rea-
fons which have the fta amp of divine authority for the fup~
preflion, efpecinlly under the prefent cxrcumﬁanccs, of even
the appearance of evil.  If there be a jealous God, in whotz
hands are the reins of univerfal and uncontrolled donlmon,
whofe providence reaches to the very hairs of our head, it
muft be allowed that he hath f.:ut, and is now feverely fend-
ing his 3udgmcnts abroad on the earth, for fome w.fe and no-
ble end. i‘uay it not be that the inhabitants of it may learn
righteoufnefs ¢

“ He deemns it happy, if, when a peop‘e 1s called bv the
difcipline of heaven to ‘mmcdmtc and unrcferved obedience,
they may, by an anfwerable frame of heart and of life, avoid
the indignation of the Almighty, once exprefled and but ton
awfully executed upon a pu:)plc, who fhut their-ears againtt
its mttru;hon, and hardencd their hearts againft its infiuence.

“ ¢ Andinthat day did the Lord God of Hofts call to weey-
Cing and to mourning, ts baldmfs and iv ‘uckelotnn; and ve~

¢ bold ; joy and gladmf:, flayiag of oxcn ana killing ﬁcep, ¢hd=
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S ing fieh and drirking wine: oct us cat and drink, for
€ tzmorroiv we fhall Yie! A~ was revealed in mine ears by
Ctic Lord of Hyfls, Swurety t'.s iniquity fball nst be purged
¢ from you till ye die, faith the Lerd of Hofts) >

@ For the New-JERSEY JoURNAL, Offoker 23, 17044
«“CRISIS, No lIL

« 75 the PRESIDENT of the Unitza States.

& MUCH RESPECTED SIR, |

« It may not be difagreeable to your excellency to hear
that your proclamation of the 25th ult. for the fuppreflion of
the fpint of infurgency, as well as for an expreflion of your
entire fatisfaCtion in the patriotic z2lacrity, with which the
militia fummoned, have taken the ficld, 15 peculiarly accept-
able to all friends to good government and the laws. They are
alfo happy to recogrifc in the FIRST OFFICER of STATE,
thof: invaluzble propertics of moderation and firmnefs which
were formerly fo confpicuous in the field.

« No onz can doubt of your fteady affeltion for all the
branches of that countty, for whofe liberties you have gen-
eroully ftruggied through an eight years war. And if aught
can move to foftnefs upon the adamantine hearts of the in-
habitants of the weftern counties, next to the compunctions
of ingratitude, it muil be the idea of their having fo foon laid
foundation for the enemies of American frezdom to fpeak

lightly, not to fay deride, the boafted privilsges gained by
our late fuccefsful conteft, Alas! that we fhould fo foon
have ¢ to deplore that the American name fhould he fullied
by the outrages of her citizens enherown governirent {’—
that {0 juft caufe fhould be given to the world to fay, ¢ fhac--
kies and chains would have afforded too favorable a deftiny
for fuch fenfelefs and lawlefs men.”  Abandoned to any fenfe
of their own honor—-to the interelts and honor of the un-
ion, thefe apoftates feem willing to bid wclcome to anarchy
and to blood. But it is hoped that the Prefident will not,
from this inftance of political apoftacy, decin the whole apof-
tates. 'The alacrity with which freedom’s fons rally round
the republican ftandard, forbids the thought : nor is it to be
fuppofed that the hearts of the union, {o lately elated by the
fuecefles with which, under God, his exertions have been

srowned, are aniverfully become callous to the fentiments of
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eratitude with which they were once infpired, nor that the
adimimttration of law, during his plmduu v, lath been, by
good ciizens, cver dc.emcd burden. |

¢« [t as known, that neither the ipint of the prefo Nt v
gency, nor the fpisit which hath foitered i1ty in the onfand
open and {ecret mediums of communication, is the fpinic of
the enlightencd; the 1":(1(‘", or the firhting party ot the
Cummumt) .\1 N ol l")l(’ -—0(’ «tin bhl(!h’-—()t l‘( ?‘Jivl‘( ""'—"4
uncafinets, under kawefu! reftraint, inay create a paper-war—

may, tn.rough the fumes of 2 dithlicry, excite commotion—
may cven {tir up an infurgency; but this will be whilit t‘.:
arm of authority is diftant, or fulp\d(d of aninaclivity which
will never chattife their treafonabl: wnfolence; foi as toon as
a firm difplay of war is made, thele men are the fi11t to hide
thcir heads.

“ Jv 1s hoped, tha: threugh the fpirited exerticns of our
executive, fupported by a firm cxpreﬁxon of republican fen-
timent throughout the country, the prefent efforts of the
lawlefs in the weft will be as’ fruiuefs as their complaints
have been groundlefs.

«Jt mwht be deemed forward or out of time for an indi-
vidual -to cx;)rels his own, or the fentiments of others, favor-
ing adminiftration during the prefent contefty werce it not in-
controvertible, that the declaration of Alexander Additon,
Efq. to the grand jury of the county of Allwhenv i1s entitled
to univerfal application, ¢I have thus expref! Yod my fenti--
ments heneitly and freely,’ faith this prefident of the court,
¢ as at this crilisy it bccomes every man who has any regard
for the weclfare of his country to tukce cvery opportunity to
do. This is not a time for concealment or diffimulation.
Let cvery man fpeak out, and not by filence or falithocd
deccive one another.—Let a free currency of opinions re-
ftore mutual confidence andemutual fatety; that the dayger
of the affaffin, the torch of the mcendiary, and tongue uf
the flanderer be not feared.’

-« Beiides, no apology for this teftimony in favor of gov-
ernment is necefiary, if it be remembered with what forward -
nefs and zudacity fome have dared to tettify againibit.  They
have neither ipared the conttitution—ics aamxm"n,‘twr
its {crvants, nor, evcmua;ly themicives, In roviling others
from ﬁm&cr motives, they have betrayed the rarcor “of their

own hearts—have thewn the poifon that gnawed Within,
| R
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A-ainlt nene have they been more inveterate, if the trutly
wers toldy than acainit thofe who have not given them their
mfushee at ciechons; aind nover more clamorous than when
foae Lniitir ead of their own bath not boen anfwered by the
adminiftrztion of government. ‘I'he hue and cry they have
ruticd againit govermnent hath not been becaufe the libernes
of the Countiy were in danger, but becaufe they had not a
better opportunity of private indulgence.  1f thife men are
leoied at~—if thiey are narrowly furveyed, litic clic is {een,
as difcriminating charalteriftics, but intureil, felf-conceit or
party delign. -

“ Our country, at leaft the enlightened part of it, has feen
this long fince, and has been laughing at the game; but the
gameiters have brought the ftate of their country to teo fe-
ricus a crifis any longer to indulge a lzugh. The poifon has
become too deadiy :—It produces too ferious eftects ;—far
beyond the expeltation of thole who were ready to pronounce

h¢ ireedom men ufe with governmental character and gov-

ernmenial proceedings, as merely the indulgence of a be-
coming vigdance. ’low they fce, that whilit public opin-
ion is the bafis of ov invaluable conftitution, an attempt to
poifon it is treafon againft the commonwealth. ‘

« But the game in its procefs hath offered entertainment to
the attentive. ' Whilft it developed characters, it inftructed
the penctrating into the nature of men, and taught the world.
that the beft conftitution, and the wifeft adminiftration, were
not in them{clves proofs againit the fhafts of calumny, and

1e reprozches of defigning men. ; |

« Many in the politcal procefs have admired to fec how
men, under the garb of liberty, of patriotifim, of democracy,
&ec. have been laboring to talk, to write,and to fight them- .
fclves into power; and bad not the hidden {prings of fuch
high founding patriotifm lain, to the vulgar eye, a little out
of f1ght, and had there besn no danger that thefe nefarious
men might have wrought their intercfted atchievements,
tacre hid been no need that fteady men fhould labor to ap-
peae tie rifing ftorm.—XBut when by exciting clumor againft
the conttitution~—Dbegetting jealoufy in the minds of the 11m-
pie refpecting men in power—alienating one part of the
community from the other, and by a thoufand fecret and
open practices, men threaten boldly to diffolve the union,
~t0 raifc a ftandard to anarchy and to blood; it is imq
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for every friend to his country to aroufz. A ftate may be
torn by inteftine brotls, as we 1 as by foreizn invafion; and
the weapon of a br othet pomtc.c. againit brother, is not lfs
keen, nor the blow lofs deadly man whe:t aimed at an un-
kncwn foe.

“ Viewing the prefent crifisin fuch a glafs, no apolegy is

ceded for an expr=ffion of approbation of te prefznt m.a-
fm es of governmeiit, from every noncft man. It is hoped
the-prefznt firuggle will terminate to the honor of our gov-
trnient, to thz citabiithment of our invaiuidie comntitu-
tion, and to the full conviction of our fecret and open ene-
inics, that there is yet force in the republican arm, egual to
the c*(xowncn\,s of the inott trying events.

« That you, {ir, in your pr\.fbnu, I mizht have faid in your
continued excitioas i  your coustr y's behalfy fhould exprefs,
as 1 times p“.i‘t, your ™ prefuat reliance on tha at gracious pro«
vidsnce wiuch o {ignally dif ]1)\ its goodnefs towards this
Councry,’ is wilag a a ftils, and reiting on aid, not altogzether
forzizn srom fpmt of your ﬁatxoa, nor from the withes
ot your frimds :—- T'ney are willing, nay they rejoice to re<
co'm e wita you the ftarely ﬂ"p*nn rs "of God’s providen-

at deali; azs towards this infant republic in days o paf} cif-
tr 12 me ofiticns iy our behalf wore cvery '.'."r.c:c eny
c:.x‘ rardensd muit he the heart thatis vrviiiins IO ..uU.OW-—
h..(l“g, the 14t i crfa CUV C\)M\)u uu. to tiutna la ite (i:(‘lux a=
tion of a {pirited writer ca m S Lu joct, thnt the American
who hngeto o overlooks, and it may be add led, who fails
to acknow! adge fuch interpoditions, 1s a traitor to the God

vio {aved his country,

« 1t will not bz thiled adulation, 1if it be ﬁud—-—-*n” frequant
mention of your reliance on an unilidl army in paft inftan-
ces, hath cheered the hearts of mien, who '.d.v") and il be-
lizve that from this quarter, rcdicfy protection, .md 131 ofpe:x-
ty to our nation, Plul.m.l/ comes: nor {aall it Le thought
tvo much to fiy, that the fame event is {1} conttrusd mto
iatlsfeu,tory evidence, that your arm hath b-ca rain:d, and

will be fupported to do the will of him who doth accoidin; i
to his Vhll in the army of heaven, and among the inhavitants
of the earch, - |

“ Long may you live, fir, aflured that notwithftanding
the accumulated degrees of unmerited complaines whicn
have been poured for th through the infeCted organs of pub-
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lic communication, you ftill live in the hearts, in the bcft
wifhes, and in the prayers of your countrymen, that a fenfe
of your atchievemants in war—of your unfullied patrioti{in
—of your perfonal and public virtues in whatfoever itation
you are called to act, a added to the obligations which thou-
fands lic under to you for the patt and prefent excrcife of
fuch diftinguithed "wlents, prefides with lively emotion, in
the brcai of every honeft man, of every TRUE REFUBLI-
CAN.”

« For the NEW-JERSEY JoURNAL, November §, 1794.
«CRISIS, No. IIL

“ On reading the late difpatches of Mejor-General IV ayne
to tne Secretary of War.

« Tlefe difpatches contain a detail of the progrefs of the
fuederal army throufrn the weftern wildernefs; of its achieve-
ments at Grand (ﬂalze in poﬁéﬁina themfelves of this fer-
tile fpot, ftiled * the grand emporium of the hoftile Indians
of the wett;” of the bmldmg of two fortrefles in that coun-
try, named Fort Adams and Fort Defiance; of the over-
tures of peace, and of the advance of an army prepared for
war. They contain an account of a decifive battle on the
soth of Auguft, in which the combination of Indians and
thcir white allies was defeated and driven under the guns of
a Britith fortrefs :—And here begins a correfpondence be-
tween General Wayne and Major Campbell, commander
of the poft, very mtcreﬁmg, and under circumftances uncom-
monly critical. It is probable neither of the parties withed
‘to become the aggreflor, and yet each wifhed to preferve a
character confiftent with the duties of humanity, of their pro-
fetfion, and, if neceflary, of war.

- « It is not the defign of this paper to enter on the difcus-
fion of Britifh right to that poft, or the juftice or policy of
their aiding and afliting the favages in their hoftilities upon
our frontiers ; ; on this fubje& there is, with Americans, but
one opinion:—Nor is it, in view of the {ubjec this paper.”
means to difcuts, neceflary to enter upon the great queftion
of prace or war between Great-Britain and the United -
States, now agitating at the Britifh court.  Let this ques-
tion receive the juft impreflions which this paper labers to
make on the hearts both of Americans and Britons.
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&« The theme of this paper was fuggefted as well by a
Briton as by an American. In the courle of the interefting
correfpondence juft now noticed, each of the correfpondents
had recourfe, as occafion called, to the unavoidable diftieffes
¢f war. And perhaps it is no injuftice to fay, that the fen-
timents of humanity on this fubject appear, on each fide, to
have had the moft happy effect. '

« Whether the arguinent of (General Wayne, whilft ¢ ac-
tuated by the pureft motives of humanity,’ exprefied to the
Indians to induce them to terms of peace, ¢ to preferve them
¢ and their helplefs and diftrefled women and children from
¢ hunger and faming, during the prefent f2ll and winter,’ be
taken for the theme of this paper ; or whether the expres-
frons of Majar Campbell, as arguments for the avoidance
of the extrenic meafures, be taken, the eftect will be the fame.
¢ Anxious’ faith he, ¢to prevent that dreadful decifion, which,
¢ perhaps, is not intended te be appealed to by either of our
¢ countries :’—And again, ¢ Will oblige me to have recourfe
“to thofe meafures, which thoufands of either nation may
¢ hereafter hav: caufe to regrei; and which, I folemnly ap-
¢ peal to Gody | have uted my utmo/t endeavors to arref?—
Who but muft applaud fuch fentiments, fall from whofe
lips they may; and who but muft refpect the heart that gave
them birth !

“ How happy for Great-Britain, for America, and for
all the world, were fuch fentiments more confpicuous and
prevalent.  Let kings, let minifters, let rulers and people,
take knowledge of the happy example.

“ The French, in waging their prefent moft interefting
war, are mott inveterate againft the Britifh minifter, Wil-
liam Pitt. They confider him as prime minifter of deftruc-
tion, chief butcher to flay mankind. Perhaps the charge
may nct be wholly areundlzfs :—But an awful charge it is !
Awful in its naeure and folemn n its effects '—=Who thall
be able to anfwer, when vengeance fhall be roufed by the
cry of flaughtered thoutands, and the tears of widows and
heiplefs orphans ! :

« But can this be true of the once amiable and eloquent
Mr. Pitt; of the man, who,in a moft perfevering and final-
ly fuccelsful minority, once pleaded the American caufe;
whe labored to arreft the fword of war, and the dire effects
of-prifors and prifon-thips, againft the proud-monarch and
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his aids ?—Ts this the man, w}zej in parliament, on the aus-
picious news of Cornw.llis’s capture, ftormed down the
h.u'*‘xty North and his friend Lord Georze Germaine ¥ Is
this the man who, then ftanding erect, with morc than com-
mon mein, ftretched forth his uand and, with an elcquence
commanding as the threatening clouds, thundered from his

lac.,——voho, with others, by a Brifk and Liv cly pliy fired the -
munﬁenal huiks throush and through? This is indeed tie
man, yetalas! how chanzed fiom what he was !—Oiice he
pIPd the cauf> of freedom, of independence, and of peace;
now firfl to forge and threaten {nackles to tae nation, ftrug-

ing for -the fubftance of what it {fcems, with 2li his former

re, he deemad a thadow. Once he ftormed a& arbitrary
power, now himfuf fweiling the fole arbiter of peace or war,
Once he pierced the touis of defpotifn, now hinfiif the
greater defpot of the two. Thus gocs the world:—T o-day
this man Is a patriot, 2 man of fecling; to-morrow hardencd
as the adamant— T o-day bewraying miaiiterial prerogative ;
to-morrow himfcif the minifter :m=One while obliging the
tools of defpotifin to cal for quarter, at another G’:fpiﬁng
ali quarter and fays ng, Sulong as a man or 2 guinea can be
< found, let forth the dogs of war.’

« But 15 this the picturc of MAN ?~—Of a SINGLE ONE
rouzb] 7, you may tay.—sut ir of OKE, why not of ALL f—
Situation and circumftances chan ged, all is changed.

« Thus candidutes for office ftorm tLluT‘Js.Lv\.S INt0 pow=
er; and, when in power, ﬁorm, as beft fuits their pleafure,
at all around. H appy if themnfeives might be the only fuf-

erers i ¥ their n]mtl\.a 5, lawlefs pr id: and powprf But,
tarough che florm of war, what engines of grief do they not
emplov !

“ Suppofe, for a momept, that the fluices of deftruction
had been opened, by tic authority of the Britith miniftry, in
the weil; let W ayn: torm the fortrefs, and let the garrifon
bz pur to death; and let half of his own men be flaughtered
in the feat:—What then? In fober fenfe what reward in

ariage and in blood 2——Bui why j?uoﬁo/e cales; we foe -
them, 2 fast, exhibited. Let the Britith miniiter cone ...1d
view thc devaitation of the torntories of his weftern aliies
It him foc their huts burned, their corn-fizlds laid w‘.&e,
their women and children flud iiio the thicket and midnight
fwamp, many fatiers and hufoands {lainy and one general
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confternation to have ieized the aged and feeble; to fay noth-
ing of thofz who may, on either fide, be now grcaning of
their wounds. But who hath done this? Afk the men who
fwore, that the Britith agents urged to war though the In-
dians were for peace.

« Come, DBritens, fee what feats of horror 2n American
war is likely to produce. But why talk of the trath of Amer-
ican war to ftubbomn hearts of oak ?~—-They can tell you of
hizher feats than fuch as thefe.  Come, fay they, furvey the.
fronticrs of France; count up the thoufands and tens of
thoufands, who have been flaughtered through this glut of
blood. )

« If you afk of them their hiftory in point of war,. plun-
der, and rage for conqueft, they will point you to their pafk
ravages, murder, and unequalled carnage in the eaft; they
may recite of their dark and awful exploits in Africa; and
they need no evidence to fupport their report of devaftation
in America. Let them vifit the prifon-fhips and fugar-hous-
es, and tell of thoufands made to perifh, in battles by fea and
land. |

« But is this the Britith charalter? Do they love blood 2
They love at leaft the rewards of blood; and all the religion
of the eftablithed church feems not able to hold the fword,
- when gratification: to national pride or increafe to revenue
is the object. But fhall this ever be the cafe ! Shall there
- never be ceffation of deeds of blood? Will the miniftry ne-
ver refleét ? Will they never indulge the refleftion of a fin-
gle major, on command of a fingle poft, and in a country
where {avage manners might be fuppofed to fupprefs the re-
fleCtions of humanity? Alas! that great men fhould be fo
cafily intoxicated with power, as to deem themfelves out of
character when not making the dire appeal of war, when
not making mankind to feel the thunder of their arm!

« But let the favage dance of war, O Britons, and O
Americans, never again be roufed by the debafing fenti-
ments of ill-founded jealoufy, pride, or natienal faime. May
we not, as if one family, live in unity and in love, and en-
joy all the {weets of unreftrained intercourfe in commerce,
and in the tender interchanges of civil hif:?

« Before we, my countrymen, cry out for war, let us cal-
culate the expence of treafure and of blood, of probity and of
moral good. And never, O never let our nation be ftained,
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fo foully ftained, as the nation whofe guilt, notwithftanding
her boafted prowefs, many believe is foon to pafs in folemn
review before the Judge of all the earth. Never let us
- found the horrid alarm of war, until we can fay we are on
juftifiable ground, we are of ncceflity urged to ¢ that dread-
¢ ful decifion, which, though thoufands may have caufe to
¢ vepent 1ty we make a foleimn appeal to God we have ufed
€ our utmoft endeavors to arrefl’ ”’ ‘

.« For the NEew-JerSEY JourNAL, November 2.0, 1794
' «“CRISIS; No lV.

% On reading communications which refpett the prefent ex-
tra-negociation of the United Siates at ine Britiis courty
ard on methods now taking to aficrtain faéisyand to in-
demnify thofe whe bave innocently ﬁmﬁ’red by Britifh
Jpoliation.

< In running over thefe communications, every impartial
mind is agreeably ftruck with the very ready and generous
attention which the government of the United States ap-
pears to have exprefled, in devifing methods of relief for her
anjured citizens; with the happy profpect that the innocent
futferer may be indemnified; and with the pleafing reflec-
tion that, through judicious management, all this is likely
to be accomplifhed without plunging into war.

“ The ready and generous attention of the executive in
demanding juftice from the imperious aggrefior; in pointing
to innocent fufferers methods of obtaining juft and prompt
redrefs, demands and receives the approbation of the public
mind. This ready attention » feen in the miffion of Mr.
Jay; in the lively communications continually maintained
between him and the executive; in the methods now point-
ing out and adopting, as means of fubftantiating the claims
of the fufferers; and to thefe may be added the generofity
of government in taking upon themiclves the expenfes of
procuring the neceflary legal copias of Weft-Inudian adju-
dications. If any {till complain that government have not
done enough, it may be demanded, what could they have
done more !—Have they not appointed an agent of claims
and appeals? Have they not called upon the futferers to pro-
duce vouchers of their loffes? Have they not ottered to pay
the fufcrers the expenfc of obtaining copies of the procets
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and condemnation of their thips? Have they not offered,
through a committee of merchants; to obtain legal documents
for thofe; who have failed to obtain them for themfelves?
Have they not, at their owsi expenfe, appointed an agent to
bring every feparate caufe before the legal coiftituted au-
thority, for impartial inveftigationand trial? Have they not
propofed to bind the Unitcd States to anfiver cofts and dam-
ages attending the prof.cution? Have they not propofud to
engage counfel under the dire@ion of that able and well-ap-
proved judge, John Jay? And is there not, on the whole,
the faireft and moft generous foundation laid fer a fpeedy
and equitable inveftigation of every inftance of fpoliationt
which the fufférérs may choofe to bring forward ?—No man
can deny this, and if any can complain againit government
under circumftances fuch as thefe, they can only be adviied
to feek a milder regency 2mong the tottering fabrics ot def-
oti{m. . S

«“ Buta fingle objection remains—Will not the zlmiral-
ty courts, the commiffion of appeals, or by whatever name
the tribunal of decifiorr may be denomihated; be liable to
partiality in judgment? Muzy it not be anfivered—no; for,

“ Firft, The judgss upon the Enghth benches have; fora
Jong time; fuftained characters unimpeachable in this refpect

« Secondly, Thole who adjudicate on caufes of foreign ap-
peal, muft be governed by the eftablithed laws and ufages of
nations; and no perverfion or application of intercfted mu.- .
nicival law will be within their reach:

« Thirdly, The court of appeal will be too fenfible; it is
prefumed, of the interefts of the people of Great-Britain to
wifhy or by unjuft judgment to dare; to involve the nation
in war with the injured claimants;

“ Fourthly, Our own agents will be upon the fpot, and
will be very able to detect and expote any perverfion of jus-
tice; which might dare to betray itfelf in the couifc of their
proceedings; and; : |

“ La#ly, We have a pledge of juftice in the good withes
of all the merchants and manefacturers of Great-Britain,
that animofities might be healed, 2nd that peace and a goed
underftanding ight be maintained. _ .

“ Under thefe circumftances the activity and generofity of
our government, in profecuting thefe concerns, is entided
to honorable nention, notwithftanding all that anarchifts
and others have faid to the coutrary. If any pretend to

T
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complain of the expenfe on the part of the people, let themt
remember it is the price of peace, and much better fparcd
than the immenfe expenfe of fitting out fleets to retake our
fhips; to deftroy the Weft-India pirates; and to maintain a
defence againft the combinations of tyrants: to fay nothing
of the precious lives that muft have been loft, and of the ma-
ny groans which war ever inakes us hear. : ‘-

~ “ Throwing my eye upona volume or two ui: the fubject
of courts of admiralty, commiffions of appeal, &c. in relation
to the conttitutfon of England, the following articles fell in
my way, which, for the informatipn or amufement of the
public, it may not be improper to irfdRt.

« ¢ Appeals from the vice-admiralty courts in Americay
¢ and ether plantation and fettlements, may be brought be-
¢ fore the courts of admiralty in England, as being a branch
¢ of the admiral’s jurifdition, though they may alfo be
¢ brought before the king in council. But in cafe of prize-
¢ veflels, taken in time of war, in any part of the world, and
¢ condemned in any courts of admiralty or vice-admiraltyas
¢ lawful prize, the. appeal lies to certain commiflioners of
¢ appeals, confifting chiefly of the privy-council, and not of
¢ judges delegates. And this by virtue of divers treaties
S with foreign nations, by which particular courts are efta-
¢ blithed in all the maritime countries of Europe, for the
; decifion of this queftiony swhether lawful prize or not? for
~ this being a queftion between fubjelts of different ftates,
¢ it belongs entirely to the law of nations, and net ¢o the
¢ municipal law of either country to determine it.”

%« A late writer of note on the Englith conttitution, though
a foreigney, fpeaking of the houfe of lords, fays, ¢ In the
¢ exercife of their judicial authority, with regard to civil mat-
¢ ters, the lords have manifefted a fpirit of equity, nowile
¢ inferior to that which they have thewn in their legiflative
¢ capacity. Nor do I think I run any rifk of being contra-
¢ di¢ted when I fay, that the conduct of the houfe of lords,
¢ in their civil judicial capacity, has conftantly been fuch as
¢ has kept them above the reach of even fufpicion or flan-
¢ der. The fcvere examples which they have united to make
¢ on thofc judges, who had rendered themfelves the inftru-
¢ ments of the paffions of the fovereign or the defigns of the
¢ minifters of the crown, are alfo awful warnings to the
¢ judges who have fuceceded them.”
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% If any complaints againt the prefent fyftem of ﬁovem,-'
mental arrangement, on the fubje¢t of indemnihcation,
fhou!d ftill appear, a future paper may be directed to inves-
tigate the real ground of fuch complaints, and to point out
the true fources whence they flow. |

- “’The refleftion that all grounds of jut complaint on
.. this fubject may poffibly be removed without the horrid dath
of war is, to every thinking mind, very confoling, Provi-
dence, in the infurrection of the weft, has cpened a gulph,
in which the fire of war may be expended, Happy if mar-
tial difplay, the appointments of war, and a few hundred miles
march might fufficc without the events of carnage and of

blood. Though our brethren fuftained the march of crofs-
ing the Allegheny, through rain and mire, with a heroifm
that does honor to themfe?ves,and to the government they
are called upon to fupport, yet few of their families and
friends wifh, through love of war, that the excurfion cone
tinue longer than neceffity requires. -
. “ On the whole, let the prefent campaign go for war; let
the fpirited fons of Mars be fatisfied with the difplay of war
sur country, in a moment, is able to make; let thearrange-
ments of government, at home and abroad, receive juft ap-
plaufe; let every mind be turned to fecure and to enjoy the
rich effeéts of neutrality, in relation to the prefent bellige-
rent powers; let agriculture and the arts flourith; let the;
hufbandman, as heretofore, drive to town his Ioaded team,
and receive the welcome fruits of peace in the generous price
of the market; let commerce flourifth, and no untimely blaft
of war hinder the peaceful flowing of the American ftripes,
welcomed home by goed account of (ales,and richly freight-
ed fhips; let the bufy throng ftill glow about the ftreets;
the thips deliver, and the ative draymen brifkly trundle to
the factors welcome packages of goods; let the merchant
receive the fruits of his induftry and honeft rifk; and let the
banks te filled with cath; let our extended thores afford an
“afylum for the diftrefled of every nation under the fun: of
2l nations in thefe peaceful climes let men, learn to form one
nation, and of many families form one family, fo that peace,
liberty and fraternity, forming one joyful chorus, may ftep
to the admiration and entertainment of all the world.”
Thefe picces will be received: as proof of the writer’s
fricndthip to the feederal conttitution, to foederal men and
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rcafures; and thus, as in him lay, evince his readinefs ta
calt his mite of influence into the political {cale, laboring for
the peace of his country, and the profp: *nty of that political
edince, whichy i the piovidence of G oG, at the hands of
Zerubliabel, was thea rearing up. 5

Though the writer mi; ht now enter upon an inveftiga-
tion of cortain prophezic 1::..(:‘1, in the commencement of
this tract, he conild ered as the leading objelt to be attended
to; yct, h:nmrr Lz=n led o atiend to things morz confinad
and perfonal, he a:;ds it ncecffary to difmi B the fubjelt for
the prz -m.o--'l rutting, however, that infinite wifdom wiil
epen the doar, in du.. tmue, to cxprefs more fully {ome of
the leading traits of facred prophecy, as they refpecl the
{-enes of the prefent day.

He cannoy, ho wever, drop th= fubjelt wholly, withcut
fubimnitting o the conitderation of the Judxcuus, w!uthcx the
EZ witiseffs, poken of Revelations xi. are not to be found
1w the t2 h.n\; vy ef t‘1° civil and ecclefiaftical autho-its of
that anti-chriftian ftate to which the prmh-’cy refers i iu a

word—Are not t. .Jl witneffcs found in the perfon of the ! 1te_-
king of Franccand of the fucceffion of kmgc, and of ihe
pepe a1g his clergy in France?

In a word—-Are not the Mofes and Aaron of the Jew'th

church the #ws witaeffes, the two prupacts of the Lo-d, in’
that eeconomv? Were not Zcrubaabex, the prince of _]uma,
and ]oﬁma, the high-pricft ei taat day, the tws fons of 0l
Gt ansinted cnesy or praphets, which ftand before the God_
of all the earth ? That is—Are not the civil and ecc.sftafli=
cal domlmons, the fecptie and the mitre, the 1wo erdinances
or witicfles ﬂandmg before Lim, by which it pleafeth God
to covern the world ? If o, muft we not look into the apos-
tacy of Rome with thefe ideas, in order to find who thefe
11v0 witicfles are? It capnot be denied. Where then are
the fws wnwg’és to be found? Are tuey not feen in the
chair of Mofes and of Auron ! in the place of Joﬂlua and of
Zcrubbabl ! Arcthey not the aprflate Mofzs and the apos-
tate Aaron? II it be fuid, that the king and the po&,c looked
vary unuie to Mofes and Awron, kt it be anfwercd—it 13
teir apifiacy vml"x hath made them fo.  And by this an-
ti-chriftiac apoftacy it is that they becoime, as to their tefti-
mony, corripi; the truth Dedd in bondage ; thcir adminiftra-

tion closthed ix /ap.h.clb.
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And if by the cutting off of thef: witnefics you underftand
the exqilion of the kma and pope, by the inftrumentality of
the Robefpicrrian tyrzmny ; and if in the death of the princes
and clergv of France you tchold the death of the wntneffes 3

and if thgy were Cilt oF ir 1793, and are to nife again in’
tores years axd ar halfy thic q*xdhon is—Whether France
and all t/)" worldy are not called to look out for fome fudden
token of 2o divine fuitd fz.uzfﬁ in fulfilling thes important

rediition? By the” rifing of the witneflus may we not un-
darftand, perhaps, the rittnr of the new form of political go-

ernment already adopied in Irance, and the refurrettion of

the powers of truth aml rece in the hearts of the people,
when the {pi xflt of life from (10J fhall enter into them.? And

aft:r three days and an balf tb.fpzut of life from God en-
tored tate theiity aad they | 20l upsn their fectyand great fear
Fetl upais them which /Jw them.  Ths jeroiz'l woe is paft,
aid bebold the third woe cometh quickly. And the fc‘uentb
argel j&arzdw, and there were great vatces in beaven, faying,
12e kingdoms of this warld are become the kingdoms of our
Lord and of his Chrift, and be fhall reign jorever and ever.
Rev. xi. 11, 14, 15.

‘The ﬁ.,’za woe finifhes the witneffes.  This clefed with
the excilion of the princes and clergy of France.  7he
third wse cometh Quickiy. It introduces the kmgdo'n of
Chrilty and from this Americai land removes its iniquity in
¢ze day.  Let the warld live in daily expectation of it, and
withodt d‘*l“y obey the injunction and comply with the duty.
In that day, fmtb the Lord of Hejts, /71411 ye cail every man
his weighbor under toe vine and under the fig-tree. Zcch.
1. 10. And how great encouragement to the attempt do
the fcriptures con\:am, agreeably to the declaration of the
apoitle Peter.  T0e fun jhail be turncd into darknifs and
t/)e rizon inty blood, before the yieat and notable day of

152 Lord csme. /f/za m‘.rk t}us, e tender-hearted ax‘d ci-
quizing fouls :) st fhall ca me to pafs that whsfsever callcti on
th Reiine 9}‘ the 10 df(h’.' be fuuc,...

In me review of this traCt the attentive reader will find
the following to be the lcading objecls in the author’s defign:

I. To limtlfy the Jand in which the kingdom of THE
BRANCH is to be fet up:—This American land is declared
to be thatland.  Page 24—29.

II. By a recusreice to the )oumal of the author, an ate
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temnpt is made to thew that the ftate of his mind was as is
reprefented of Jothua, to whom the communication refpect-
ing the kingdom of THE BRANCH is made :—Standing be-
fore the Lord, and Saten at bis right hand to refift bzm.
“Page 31—4¢.

TiL. By a continuation of the jeurnal and a noting of the
refleCtions of the author’s mind, the preparatory ﬁeps are
fhewn which 1t pleafed Ged to take, in order to prepare th
author’s mind for the impreflions made by the third chaptct
of Zzchariah, Page 40—g52.

IV. By inferting the author’s licenfurs and call to the
gofpel miniftry, evidence of a regalur fanding in his place
1s intended to be thewn; knowing that o"i*“ in tnhe houfe
of God is among the moft inportant confiderations. Paze
53—02. :

V. By ftating the writcr’s exertions in rearing, or rather
pcrfu:tm the churck of God in which he has uow the hap-
ym{.fb to lanor, and by f=tting forth the evidence of his ex-
ertions in promoting “the caufe of prety among Chriitian
brethren of diiferent denominations, the writer attﬂmpts to
thew in what refpects he hath fulfilled, in fome degree, the
part of a butlder in the heuf: of (Jnd and in fome degree
fulflled the duty of a wmzffdnzer, preparing the way for the
coming of his Lord and Matter. = Page 63—-—93

VL. By inferting the ])‘ an, the preface, and the extra®
from his own di{courfe in the Mdlenmum,the author endea-
vors to fhew that the leading views of his mind, in refpect

1o the exertions it p‘caﬁd Gaod to enable him to make, tend-
ed to the OIOry of the latter day.  Page 9go—104.

VII. By the plan of a volumc of difcourfes on the fub-
10t of the Tate vifitation of our cities and towns by mortl
nd contz gious dsﬁ,alw, the “riter thews that his eye was
upon the provxm.nces of God, and his heart much fixed on
a defire to imprefs upon the pc\;ole s mind the end and de-
1:on which keaven }'&u n view, by ﬁ:ndmg thefe judgments
u onus.  Page 105, 106.

VIII. By mfcmm the pL'm of the concert, the circular
pouters, and the uwvn'"ucatxom on the fubjedt, evidence is

arded of the achivity of the writer as a butlder i the houﬁ.
v \:ol Pase 107—132.

‘X, By npoti. 2 the political pieces evidence is afforded
& 1 heart e willer was as true to the caufe of civil lib-
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erty as to the bleflings of the gofpel church,and thus i Jli:-
ed hand in hand with thofe who were employed of God in
bailding the glorious edifice of the temple of civil and reli-
gious frecdom. Into this temple he announces that the kinz-
dom of THE BRANCH Will come. Zech. iii. and vi. Fage
133—147-

X. Page 52, mention is made of the Rev. James Cild-
weil, who, as the Jofhua of this church in 1775, embark:d
in the caufe of this country’s privileges, and was until his
dcath in 1781 a moft remarkable, zezlous, and fuccefsful
inftrument in the hand ot God, in carrying on the pelitical
as well as the religious concerns of his country. He was
well known to the Prefident of the United States; and in
animating men to enter the field, 2nd in fupporting them.
there, no man, in thefe parts, pretends to nave been his equal.

His courfc of exergion ceafed on November 24, 17813
bavinz ioft his amiable, his bofom friend the year before.—
T'he following epitaph from their tombftonc now lics in the
burying ground of this church:

EPITAPH

““ S4CRED TO THE MEMORY OF THE
RevErexs JAMES CALDWELL,
axp HANNAH =is wirg,

WHO FELL VICT1MS TO THEIR COUNTRY’S CAUSE
IN THE YEARS 1780 anND 1781*,

HE WAS THE ZEALOUS AND FAITHFUL PASTOR OF THE
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THIS TOWN,
WHERE, BY HIS EVENGELICAL LAZORS IN THE
GOSPEL VINEYARD, AND HIS EARLY ATTACHMENT TO
THE CIVIL LIBERTIES OF HIS COUNTRY,

HE HAS LEFT, 17 THE HEARTS OF HIS PEGPLE,
A BETTER MONUMENT THAN BRASS OR MARBLE.

$TOP, PASSENGER!
HERE ALSO LIE THE REMAINS OF A WOMAN,
WHO EXHIBITED TO THE WORID
A BRIGHT CONSTELLATION OF THE FEMALE VIRTUES,
ON THAT MEMORABLE DAY, ¥EVER TO BE FGRGOTTEN,
WHEN A BRITISH FOE INVADED THIS FAIR VILLAGE,
AND FIRED EVEN THE TRMPLE OF THE DEL4 v,
]

N O T E.
* November 24,
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THIS PEACEFUL DAUGHTER OF HEAVLYN
RETIRED TO HER HALLOWED APARTMENT,
IMPLORING HEAVEN FOR THE PARDOXN OF HER ENEMIES.
IN THAT S4CRED MOMEN'T SHE WAS,

BY THE BLOODY HAND OF A BRITISH RUFFIAN,
DISPATCHED, L:KE HER DIVINE REDEEM IR,
THROUGH A PATH UF BLOOD,

TO HER LOKC WISHED FOR, NATIVE si1rs.”

The Rev. James Caldwell, and the fizend sf %is bofomy
the beloved Mrs. Caldwell, both loft their lives in confe-
quence of the late war; but their death was only that they
might, in their lot, fulfl the will of God, and, as we truit,
eventually nife in the tide of fovercien merey, in proportion
to the depth into which the exulting foe vainly fuppofed
they had fallen. Azd they fing the fong of A jes, tie fer-
want of God, and tie fong of the Lamb, fiying, (3reat and
marvellous are thy warks, Lord God Ainichty ! Juff and
true are thy ways, thou King of Sain:sI¥ .

In November 24, 1781, M. Caldwell loft his Lfe. At
this time the writer of tnis pamphlet was about landing in
Holland in view of a fhort tour through fone parts of Eu-
rope. The following certificate frora Dr. Stiles, then preii-
dent of Yale college, will exprefs the defign of this tour:

-« Yare CoLLrce,in Conneticut, Auguft 8, 1781.
« T'his may certify that the bearer; Mr. DRovid Auftin, is
a young gentleman of a good family in New-Haven, has re-
ceived 2 hberal education, and proceed=d a graduate in this
univerfity.  As, through a ftrong inclination for vifiting
foreign countries, he is now fetting out on his travels to
France, Holland, and other parts, {o b2 is hercby recom-
mended to the kindnefs and refpect of the literati, as a young
gentleman defirous of making ufeful obfervations and liter-
ary improvements in his travels. He wifhes particularly to
be fhewn the mufea and public librarics in the European
univerfities,

EZRA STILES, Prefident of )’a/:YCa.f'legc.”

N OTE.

* Let it be noted, that to Zerubbabel only it is faid, I7is
bands bave laid the foundation of this houfe, his hands ppall
alfo finifh it :—Jofhua may have a fucceflor, though Zerubba-
bel was to live to fee the building finifhed.




PEOPLE OF THSESE UNITED STATKS. 153

From the dzath of Mr. Caldwell, in 1781, it feems the
providance of (sod was preparing the writer to take his place
in 1788. From the clofe of the war until the new contti-
tution went into effeCt, a chafin took place in the miniftry
of this church; a chafim took place in the government,in the
profperity of our country, and in the concerns of the writer
of this pamplet himfelf. - «

But from the time of the death of Mr. Caldwell (the Fo-
fhua of the American temple, from 1775, until his death)
the writer, iR the hand of providence, fcemed preparing for
the duties to which, in 1788, he was himfif to be called.

At the time of the death of Mr. Caldwell, the writer wzs
in London (England). He had vifited Holland, and, in
Amfterdam, was well knowa to the honorable Mr. Adams,
then our ambaflador or refident therz, and at prefent the pre-
fident of the fenate. At Mr. Adams’s title, the writer fre-
quently dined :——by him, in private converfation, was treat..
ed with great civinty and attention :—was carried by him
in his coach arcund the city of Amflerdamn i=—receivad from
him a copy of 4 mernorial he had iuft befcre prefented to the
States Genaral, on the {ubj=&t of their acknowledging of our
independenice, ard the forming of a treaty of commerce, en-
titlod, « Memoire a leur Hautes Puiflances les Seigneurs E-
tats Generaux des Provinces Unies des Pays Bas,”

And itis but an att of juftice to fay, that if ever a minifter
plenipotentiary could be fuppof:d to have the real good of
his country at heart, even in the moft tryiny circumftances,
the evidence of fuch charater was very evident in this in-
ftance, ard fuliy demonflrated to thofc who had near accefs
to Mr. Adams,

In Londui, the writer was well known to D.. Richaid
Price, and was by aim introduced to the meetings of the fei-
Jows of the Royal Socicty. He was knowa to, and received
great civilities from Dr. John T'rotter, minifter of Swallow-

treet meeting :—tranfiently known to Dr. Hunter, to Mr.
Cruden, and other gentlemen of che city, of the clergy, and
others.  To all of who a (ih»uall this panpiilet ever reach
the thores of Enzland) the writer prefents fincere acknow-
ledgments for the many civilitizs he received whilit a
ftranzer with them.  May the bielling of (od Almighty, ot
the Father, and of th. Sun, and Holy Ghoft, reit on the pi-
ous minifters and people of the city of Londen i==may theur
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teftimony for God, and their labors in his fervicz, meet #
fpeedy reward :—may iniquity be made to hide its head, and
‘the prefent cloud which hangs over the kingdom difcharge
bleflings and rnercies, according to the mamtold judgm.nts
which the nation, for its pride and independence of God,
hath caufe to fear.

And now, whilft the author commits this pamphlet to the
~ world, let him folicit 2 candid reading, and an impartial
eftimate of the things (et forth, that no impreffions of novel-
ty or prejudice may hinder the good effets it#is defignad to
produce.

Should this pamphlet meet a friendly reception, the au-
thor may be induced to fet forth farther communications on
the fubjelt of the propnecies, and to fpeak of the nature of
thofz tokens by which a manifeftation of the mind and will
of God is ex:tbited. Thefe tokens are fo various and fo
frequent; and fometimes fo ftupendous and complicated, that
the higheft efforts of human wifdom are needful to draw forth
the exalt meaning. The author meft readily acknow-
ledges himfelf to be fallibl: in every calcrlution not evident-
ly made manifeft in the feriptures; and ir he hzth gone too
far in being fo exprefs as to fix the day on which the grea
bridegroom of the hcavens might be expected, he hataonly
to iy, that thus.the tokens {cemed to ceiignute, and thus ke
deemed himfelf warranted to fay 5 but t:nce the great day of
the Lord is prolonged, let us all be grateful for the indul-
crence, and take the benefit even of a mitcilculation, knowin r
1hat to be admonithed is what we all nzed; and fonetmess 1
pleafes God to teach and to lead his people in blind path:
+2d in ways which they have not znowa,

Lot the communications clofz by the t.fiimony of the
arerunner of the blefied Redeemer i—17 @ the wsice of cne
cryingin thewildernefsy fropare ye thewesy of the Levd, i

~ 7

Lis patis flrait, .
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