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Editorial Address:

In beginning the thitd year of the magazine, the editors
vould say a few words %o he?.r‘fxat&ns*zmd xe'lders

In the spring of 184o~, Sour pehtlémen were Jéd to inquire,
whethér we were, not called upon, in the state of things then
exxstmg within tl:e '{m‘.\inds of ﬂ:e Sync:d o"' ‘}c,xfnessee, to re-
vive the old Calvinistic Magazme They knew ‘that, for the
previous twelve years, the Methodists had been allowed a
¢léar field to abuse and misrepresent Presbyterians, and to
deécdy into their owrd church the miembers of Presbyterian
churches and families: They knew that almdst nothing had
been doné, during this perlod to refute thiose slanders and dis-
abuse the public mind of theseé misrepresentations. They
were aware that, as the natural consequerice, the community
would soon begin to take it for granted, as Presbyterians said
nothing in reply to their opponents, that Calvinism was that
horrible ism which, in the chaste and respectful langudge of
one very celebrated Methodist preacher; “came from hell and
would go back to hell’>—that horrible ism which, as they read
in the published writings of anothet, a D.D.; “gf carried out,
. would bring about the milleniwm of inﬁde‘lity”—that horrible
ismt which, in the words of a third; now a Bishop; is a moral
poison; like atheism and infidelity. '[hese gentlemen knew
that Methodists were still pursuing this course of ‘ghuse, mis-
representation, and proselytism, and were spreading through
this region of country a vast amount of fanaticism and false
religion. They knew that Presbyterians were not-awake, in
any degree as they should be, to the secret machinations and
dangerous influence of Methodism, nor were th%y informed; -

i
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as they should have been, in regard to the glorious distinctive
doctrines of their own creed, and the excellence of their own
noble Confession of Faith. After months of prayer, and de-
liberation, and much mutual consultation, these gentlemen,
seeing and knowing all this, felt it to be their imperious duty
to revive the old Calvinistic Magazine. In October, 1845,
they laid the subject before the Synod of Tennessee, and meet-
ing with their cordial approbation and co-operation, be-
gan the publication of the present series of the magazine in
the year 1846. These are the circumstances in which this
work had its origin, and the motives and considerations which
led to its revival. We, who took charge of it as editors, were
fully aware that we entered upon an unpleasant and thankless
task, in exposing the: erzors. and- tyranny, and malpractices of
a sister church, W¢ coa(‘d?ul ¢ expe-ted as the consequence,
that Methodists would heap then choicest abuse upon Presby-
terians, and gisg us, {};e’ edlfwrsx mdl\xa-m] 'y, no small share
of personalities “redofent with the fragnnce of Methodism.”
Our expectations have not been disappointed. Calumnies and
personalities have been fired upon us from their big gun the
Christian Advocate, of New York, down to the pop-gun of the
Episcopalian, at Knoxville. Had the result been otherwise,
had Methodist papers and preachers kept quiet, or had they
failed to shower upon us their harsh epithets, we should have
felt that we were pretly much beating the air. But when they
repel our attacks as they have done, with vituperation, person-

.al.abuse, and no argument, we Znow that our blows have gone

home, and hit the mark. Some of our good brethren of the
itinerancy, in the bounds of Holston Confelence have made
us in general, and one of our number in particular, one of their
principal texts and subjects during the last year. We would
like to ask them, whether their having so good a text and sub-
ject has not been the reason of the reported increase of several
hundred in their number? Amidst all this sea of commotion
around us, we have steadily gone on our way, and quietly kept
the course which we had marked out for ourselves. This we
will still do.

Thus far, our subscription list has been and still is constant-
ly increasing, our sphere of influence is enlarging, our strong-
est articles are copied and commended in a number of the most
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respectable papers of the Union, our work is supported by the
name and pen of some of the first and best ministers out of our
own Synod, and our churches are waking up to a higher ap-
preciation of our own glorious Calvinistic creed and Confession
of Faith, and a better understanding of the errors, and follies,
and dangers of Methodism. With such evidences of the di-
vine favor, we are cheered in our work, and go.on our way
rejoicing. We deplore, as sincerely and deeply as any one,
“the evils of this controversy. But, with those must rest the re-
sponsibility in the case, whose course toward our church, for
twelve years, has made it necessary for us to assail them and
defend ourselves as we have done, and are doing. Conscious
that we are doing the Lord’s will, our motto is, ““duty is ours;
, consequences God’s.” We hawe no personal ends to gain by
* publishing our magazine. At no small sacrifice of time, and
personal feelings, by hours snatched ' from our arduous minis-
terial duties, without any pecuniary compensation, without
any reward but that of doing good, we carry on this work for
the exposure of error, the defence of truth, the honor of God
and the good of souls.

“The Great Iron Wheel,”
No. IV. -

—
i

BY FRED. A. ROSS.

Deprcatep —To the memory of the illustrious men, who,
led by the Holy Spirit, gave to the world—The Presbyterian
Confession of Faith, Catechisms, Form of Government Dis-
clplme, and Directory for the worship of God.

‘THE METHODIST DISCIPLINE.

““And I took the little book out of the angel’s hand, and ate zt
up; and it was in my mouth sweet as honey; and as soon as I had
eaten it, my belly was bitter.”’—REev. 10: 10.

Reader—have you the Methodist Discipline? No! "Then .
may we advise you to buy it,—Buy it, if you are a Presbyte-
rian minister or ruling elder.—Buy it, if you are a minister of
any Protestant denomination.—Buy it, if you are a judge,
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lawyer, doctor, merchant, mechanic, farmer, or man of trade.—
Buy it, if you are a sensible woman.—Buy it, if you are saint or
sinner.—Buy it. Read it,and then determine,every one, whe-
ther the book entitled “The Doctrines and Discipline of the
Methodist Episcopal church” be not A FRAUD UPON THE WORLD.

‘We will examine this question of Fraup under certain ex-
pressive heads. L The Discipline—a White Sin. 1L The Dis-
cipline—Borrowed Plumage. III. The Discipline—a Tarif.
IV. The Discipline—a Rod of Iron.

+ I. Tue Discrerine—a Winte Six.—Our reader will please
remember, that Roman Catholics divide sins into morfal and
venial. Mortal sinsare unpardonable. - The venial can be for-
given. Sins are especially venial when committed to uphold
the priesthood. These are white sins. Methodist preachers
in this, as in other points, have shown their Catholic nature,
Their Discipline in its very first chapter exhibits some re-
markable venial sins.” Thatis to say;—the book affirms the
Methodist church in America to be Episcopal, by the act of
John Weslsy—and, by the act of the Conference in Baltimore,
in 1784,

To afford our readers a clear view of the whole subject, we
must give them

A LITTLE HISTORY OF METHODISM,

CuartEr 1,—John Wesley, and some other students at col-
lege, were called Methodists in derision, from the methodical
strictness of their habits and life.

Cuarrer 2.—John Wesley became a clergyman of the es-
tablished church of England, and died in that communion. That
chuwh is Episcopal—having three ordersin its ministry; ﬁrst
and lowest—the’ deacon, second—the presbyter, or prlest~
third—the bishop. The bishop only can ordain to the min-
istry. Mr. Wesley was of the second order—i. e., he was a
presbyter or priest.

" QOuarrer 3.—John Wesley had great zeal to elevate the
Episeopal church in piety, and to spread the gospel—he there-
fore appomted certain men to help him preach. These men
were not ordained ministers. ‘Fhey were merely what Epis-
copalians call lay preachers—that 1s to say, men who took a
text and spoke to the people: but they could neither adminis-
ter baptism, the Lord’s supper, nor marriage. Preachers of
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this sort were sent by Mr. Wesley over England, Scotland and
Ireland—and to America. These men formed Methodist soci-
eties in this country.

Cuaprer 4.—In -the year 1773, six of these lay preachers
held, of their own accord, a meeting in Philadelphia and call-
ed it a Conference. :

These six were travelling lay preachers, and all English-
men—Thomas Rankin, Georg*e Shadford, John King, Francis
Asbury, Richard Wright, and Robert Williams. There were
one Irishman, Robert Strawbridge, a local lay preacher, and
three young men on trial, present. But the Englishmen were
the Conference. These six British subjects, then, and there,
proposed, to themselves, the following questions:—1. Ought
not Mr. Wesley’s authority, and that of the Conference [i. e.
the Conference in England] to extend to the preaehers, and
people in America, as well as in Great Britain and Ireland?
The six Englishmen answered—Yes! 2. Ought not the doc-
trine and discipline of the Methodists as contained in the min-
utes [i. e. the minutes of Mr. Wesley’s Conference in Eng-
land] to be the sole rule of our conduet, who labor in the
connection with Mr. Wesley in America? The six English-
men answered—Yes! 3. If so, does it not follow, that if any
preachers deviate from the ministry, we can have no fellow-
ship with them, till they change their conduct? The six Eng-
lishmen answered—Yes! These six Englishmen, thus placed,
by their mere say so, the Methodist preachers and people, in A-
merica under the absolute control of Mr. Wesley in England.

Cuarrer 5.—The American Revolution came on.- Mr.
Wesley was bitter against American freedom—wrote against
tt. He said, among many other things, as follows—¢*“Proba-
bly that subtle spirit (the devil) hoped by adding to-all these
other vices (Ameriean vices) the spirit of independency, to have
overturned the whole work of God, as well as the British go-
vernment in North America.”” Mr. Wesley’s preachers felt as
he did—and Dr. Bangs (Methodist) tells us, “During the
revolutionary war all the preachers. (Englishmen) except Mr.
Asbury, returned to their native land.” Mr. Asbury, it is un-
derstood, concealed himself among the fories of the state of
Delaware. Some of the other preachers were imprisoned for
refusing to adhere {o America. s
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Cuaprer 6.—In the year 1779, this same Francis Asbury
convoked a Conference at Mr. F. White’s house in Delaware,
“the place (says Jessee Lee, the Methodist historian,) of Mr.
Asbury’s retirement.””  This Conference was composed of only
twelve, including Mr. Asbury, being a small part of the whole
number of Methodist itinerants. But eleven of these, did there
assume, for the whole of the Methodist preachers and people,
to answer the following questions:—1. Ought not brother As-
bury to act as general assistant in America? Ans.—He ought.
2. How far shall his power extend? Ans.—On hearing every
preacher, for and against what is in debate, the right of deter-
manation shall rest with him, according to the minutes, That
is, his power in America shall be equal to Mr. Wesley’s in
England. [The facts as to the Conference in Philadelphia,
and this, at White’s, we have taken from Jenning’s Exposition,
pp- 122—128, a Methodist work, written in the vain attempt
to reform the Methodist church.]

Cuarrer 7.—This brings us to the year 1784—by which
time Mr. Asbury had been successful in persuading all the
preachers to acknowledge him general assistant of the Metho-
dist society in America; without as yet, however, having the
acknowledgment of Mr. Wesley. In tha: year, Dr. Coke,
[who was a clergyman of the established church of England,
of the same standing with Mr. Wesley, and one chosen by Mr.
Wesley to-help him in his Methodist movement,] prevailed
upon Mr. Wesley to make him his superintendent in America.
And having obtained that authority he came to Amerjca.

Crarrer 8.—This chapter, if taken from the -Discipline,
will read as follows:— _

Of the origin of the. Methodist Episcopal churcli.—The
preachers and members of our society in general, being con-
vinced that there was a great deficiency of vital religion in the
church of England in America, and being in many places des-
stitute of the christian sacraments, as several of the clergy had
forsaken their churches, requested the late Rev. John Wesley
to take such measures in his wisdom and prudence, as would
afford them suitable relief in their distress. In consequence
of this, our venerable friend, who under God had been the
father of the great revival of religion now extending over the
earth, by the means of the Methodists, determined to ordain
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ministers for Amrerica; and for this purpose in the year 1784,

sent over three regularly ordained clergy: but preferring the
Episcopal mode of church gavernment to any other, he solemn-
ly set apart by the imposition of his hands and prayer, one of
them—viz,—Thomas Coke, Doctor of civil law, late of Jesus
College, in the University of Oxford, and a presbyter in the
church of England, for the episcopal office; and having deliver-
ed to him letters-of episcopal orders, commissioned and directed
him to_set apart Francis Asbury, then general assistant of the
Methodist saciety in America for the same episcopal office; he
the said Francis Asbury being first ordained deacon and elder:
In consequence of which the said Francis Asbury was solemn-
ly set apart for the said episcopal office by prayer, and the

imposition of the hands of the said Thomas Coke, other regu-

lar ordained ministers assisting in the sacred ceremony. J¢
which time the General Conference, held at Baltimore, did
unanimously receive the said Thomas Coke and Francis Asbu-
ry as their bishops, being fully satisfied of the validity of their
episcopal ordination.”’—[Dis. chap. 1.]

To enable our readers fully to understand this subject, let
them bear in mind, that, the words printed in italics, in our
extract from the Dlsmplme, are words which belong exclu-
stvely to such an Episcopal church as that of England; and
that they mean always the same thing. Thus, the words, epis-
copal office, always mean, the office of such a bishop as exists
in that church—a PrELATICAL BIsHOP—that is to say, a bishop
who is the third and highest of tAree orders of ministers—dea-
con, presbyter, bishop—who rules ecclesiastically over-a cer-
tain geographical district, and has under his authority the other

~ two orders of ministers. The words, to set apart for the epis-

copal office, always mean, to make such a bishop, by the impo-

sition of the hands, &c.; of other such bishops, upon the head

of an inferior minister, of the order called presbyter, or priest:
Again. . The words—letters of episcopal order, always mean -
the letters, or testimony, given to suck newly made bishop,
affirming the fact that he is such @ bishop, by the officer, or

‘officers who have thus consecrated him to the episcopal rank.

Now, the Methodist Book.of Discipline, speaking: of what Mr,
Wesley -did, in reference to Dr. Coke, has in it, knowingly,
and of purpose, words which have exclusively the meaning
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above given. The book then does mean, and it was intended
so to be understood, by those who wrote it—1. That Mr. Wes-
ley made Dr. Coke such a bishop as existed in England. 2.
That he gave him letters, declaring that he was such a bishop.
3. That he commissioned him to set apart Francis Asbury to be
also such a bishop. 4. That he (Dr. Coke) did consecrate
Asbury such a bishop. And that 5. they (Coke and Asbury)
were received by the General Conference at Baltimore in 1784
unanimously as such bishops. ‘ '

-[N. B.—Let our rcaders keep always clearly in their minds
that the word . bishop, in ecclesiastical controversy has two
meanings only. I The Episcopal signification given above:
1. The Presbyterian sense—in which it means, simply the
pastor of one, or more congregations, united as one—and this
pastor or bishop has no superiority over, butis on a level with;
every other ordained minister.]

This Sth chapter, thus taken from the Discipline, exhibits
the entire ground upon which Methodism rests as an Episco-
pal church. But, alas! it is apocryphal. We have said it is
a white sin.  Now for the proof.

* And we beg our readers to observe that the Meth odlst Epis-
copal chuxcn has ever been arraigned before the christian
world on the charge of falsehood; and fraud, in this matter:
The preachers have defended themselves, as usual, with a pile
of chaff, an atmosphere of dust, and a barn-yard of fragrance.
But the world has pronounced them guilty. . We will give that
verdict in the words of a Protéstant Episcopalian writer, whom
we make foreman of the jury of the christian world. (We
quote from an Episcopalian Tract entitled—¢“A Letter to a
Methodist, by a presbyter of the diocese of Maryland.” Bal-
timore, 1844)

This writer. says——“The validity of the Methodist ministry is
made by the Methodists themselves; to depend on the validi-
ty of Dr. Coke’s ordination by Mr. Wesley. Where then did
Mr. Wesley obtain his authority to ordain Dr. Coke? Was it
conferred on Mr. Wesley at his ordination? Plainly not: be-
cause the authority for ordaining in the Episcopal church of
England, [of which Mr. Wesley was a member,] is confined
exclusively to the order of bishops; and Mr. Wesley was not
consecrated a bishdp, but only ordained a preshyter.”
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Having thus shown that Mr. Wesley had no authority, ac-
cording to. the Eplscopal church, to ordain at all, the tract
- proceedst—
. “There is not a. partlcle of evidence to prove that Wesley

‘ e}'rer ordained Dr. Coke. He dppointed Coke, then in Eng-
land, and Asbury, then in America, superintendents of the Me-
thodist society in North America, and the only difference be-
tween them, was this; that, in appointing Coke, Wesley did'it
in rather a more formal manner, by placmg his ﬁ/ands on his
head, and praying over him.” -

The writer then dentes that Mr. Wes}ey ever gave letters qf
episcapal orders to Dr. Coke. He denies that Mr. Wesley ever
gave commission o Dr. Coke to set apart Francis Asbury for
the same episcopal order. And HE PROVES THIS—firsty by show-
ing, that, in a letter written eight days after he laid hands on
Dr. Coke, and addressed to “Dr. Coke, Mr. Asbury, and our
brethren in Americay” Mr. Wesley says, “I have appointed Dr.
Ooke and Mr. Francis Asburg to be JOINT SUPERINTENDENTS
over our brethren in America.”” Secondly, he exhibits a letter
from Wesley to Asbury four years, nearly, after his appoint.
ment of Dr. Coke and Mr. Asbury to be superintendents, and
Jjust about the time, as we shall presently see, that Dr. Coke

- and Mr. Asbury had assumed the title of Bishop—and that letter
from Wesley to ‘Asbury, reads thus:—‘One instance of " this
your greatness-has given me great concern. - How can you,
how dare yow sffer yourself to be called a Biswor? I shudder,
I start at the very thought. Men may call me a knave ora
fool, a rascaly a scoundrel, and I am . conteat; bw? tlwy slr,all

wever by my consent call me a Bishop.’

~ This i certainly irresistible. proof that-Mr. Wesley never
gave letters of episcopal orders to Dr. Coke—nor a commzsswn
to set-apart Francis Asbury for the same episcopal order.

Haying thus settled tue Facr, that Mr. Wesley never made
Coake a bishop, nor Asbury through him—our" Episcopalian
then establishes Aow Dr. Coke and Mr. Asbury came to be call-

“ed ‘lnsbops—-by the authority of Jessee Lee, before referred to,
a Methodlst, who wrote “a short history of Methodism.”—
Lee glves us the fallowing account:—*In the course of thls
year, 1787, Mr. Asbury reprinfed the General Minutes; buf in
a different _]j‘grm from what they were before: The title of the
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ters, preachers, and members qf the Methodist Epzscopal c/zurclb
in America, CONSIDERED AND APFROVED AT A CONFERENCE
HELD AT BALTIMORE IN THE STATE OF MARYLAND, THE 27TH
paY oF DeEceym. 1784, The third question in the second sec-
tidn, and the answer read thusi—Ques. Is there any other Busi-
ness to be done in Conference? Ans. The electing, and ordain-
ing of bishops, elders, and deacons.’ This was the first time
that our superintendenis ever gave themselves the title of
bishops in the minutes. They (Coke and Asbury) changed the
title themselves, without the consent of the Conference. At the
next Conference, they (Coke and Asbury) asked the preachers
if the word Bishop might stand in the minutes; seeing that it
was a scripture name, and the meaning of the worp bishop
was the same as that of superinfendent. Some of the preachers
opposed the d]telatlon, and wished to retain the former title;
[that of superintendcnt] but a majority of the preachers agreed
to let the word bishop remain, and in the annual minutes for
the next year, the first question is, who are the bishops qf our
church Jor the United States 7”0

‘This is quoted from Jessee Lee, by the L‘plscopal testimony
before us. The Episcopal writer then sums up his evidence:
“Thus it appears that a fraud was practiced by one of these
superintendents (Asbury) to get himself recognized-as a bishop.
No less a fraud than altering the minutes of Conference! And
this too, by endeavoring to make it appear to the world, that
they, (Coke and Asbmy,) had been recognized as bishops by
the Conference, since the first foundation of the Methodist
church in 1784! Whereas the Conference, then, had only re-
cognized: them as superinfendents,—the -office to which Mr.
Wesley had appointed them, /And this alteration of their title,
Sor this purpose, by themselves, took place in 1787!. Thus was

- consummated one of the most startling rrRAUDS of modern times;
“and the whole Methodist church 11'IS ever since been led:to

believ e, that Wesley ordained Dr, Coke a bishop, and then

commissioned ki to ordain Asbury a bishop; and that these .
two were actually recognized, and called bishops by the Me-
thodist Conference since the first foundation of the church in.

1784!  And what is.more, the fraud is actually perpetlatcd to.

the present day. The recollection of it appears:to have griev.
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pusly - wei’ghed upon Dr. Coke’s conscience, when he -after-
~vards so earnestly wrote to Bishop Seabury ¢o ordain him and
Asbury bishops—and to Blshops White and Seabury,* to or-
dain their pr eachers over again. Well it might weigh on hig
conscience!.” The wonder is it did not drive him into a mad-
house! Wesley says it made /mn SHUDDER.”—-—(Eplscopal
Tract above.) -
Methodist preachers, when hard pressed by the tough ques.
tion—How could Mr. Wesley, a presbyter in- the church of
+England, make Dr. Coke an Episcopal bishop?—sometimes
deny, and say—they do not claim that their bishops are a dis-
tinct ministerial oRDER, but only a distinct orrice! But we an-
swer—if so, why then do you call your churchEpiscopal? Why
then have you in the Discipline employed words which onl
do, or can, mean that Mr.-Wesley made Dr. Coke a bishop in
the episcopal sense? Why then have you taken from the
English Episcopal Prayer Book, with some modification, the
form and manner of making and ordaining the three orders of
deacon, elder and bishop? Why then have you, in your
ch‘urch the same orders—deacon, elder, and bishop? ‘Why
have you given them peculiar duties, and made the bishop
supreme? Lastly, why does Dr. Emory say, “In.whatever
 sense distinct ordinations constitute distinct orders, in the same
sense. Mr. Wesley -certainly intended ‘that we should have
THREE ORDERS. For he undeniably instituted THREE DISTINCT
ORDINATIONS.” "And why ‘do Messrs. Bangs and Emory say
—“THREE QRDERS-0f ministers ARE recognized, and the duties
peculiar to each are clearly defined.”— (Emory in Defence of
our Fathers, Sec 7; and Bangs and Emory. BucL’s Theo.
Dic., 1825.) :
These quesuons cannot be answered And they shall not ‘
be dodged. No. Let the truth come out. Dr, Coke and
Mr. Asbury asplred to . be epu'copal bishops. They tortured
Mr. Wesley’s act appointing Dr. Coke his superintendent, into
~ his having consecrated him an epfzscopal ‘bishops Then one of
them, (Asbury;,) altered the minutes.of Conference to sustain’
the usurped title of bishop. - And that same' man, it is believ-
ed, made the stczp]me state in its first chapter THE . GREAT

" # White and Qeabury were blshops m the Proteslant Fpnscopal churcb
in the United States. - .
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UNTRUTH we are considering. Methedist preachers,meantime,
have ever since allowed that_chapter to stand, and impose up-
on thousands,—while they have vainly tried to defend, or to
shuffle and prevaricate about it.

The Methodist Episcopal church, has been, we have sald,
arraigned on the charge of falselwod and fraud, in claiming to
be episcopal. The court is the world. The judge, the people.
The jury,a panel from christian denominations.. The Episco-
palian, is foreman. Let us attend. The sheriff has brought
in the jury. The clerk is calling the roll :—

1. Protestant Episcopalian of the U.States; he answers, Here.

2. « Episcopalian of Great Britain, Here.
3. Wesleyan Methodist of Great Britain, - Here.
" 4. Protestant Methedist of the United States, Here.
5. Old School Presbyterian, “woook Here.
‘6. New School Presbyterian, ¢ ¢ Here.
7. Dutch Reformed Presbyterian, ¢ = ¢ Here.
" 8. Cumberland Presbyterian, « « 4 Here.
" 9. Presbyterian of Great Britain, - . Here.
10. Lutheran of the United States, - : Here.
11. Baptist, ' ¢« - Here.
12. Congregationalist, ¢ -~ <« - . “Here.

The foreman has said “the jury are agreed,”—attend to the
.verdict. 1. That John Wesley, a presbyter of the Episcopal
church of England, had no authority in that church fo conse-
crate a bishop. He, then, never ordained Dr. Coke o bishop,
nor assumed to do so. 2. That John Wesley never gave Dr.
Coke letters of episcopal orders—and never commissioned him
to ordain Mr. Asbury a bishop. 3. That the said- Thomas
Coke and Francis Asbury were never received by the General
Conference at- Baltimore in 1784 as their bisheps. - That the
manner in which the said Coke and Asbury got themselves
called bxshops was a_froud. And that the Methodist Episco-
pal church, in the Discipline has uttered, published, and per-
petuated a falselwod and fraud before the world.

" The court is always in session. The judge always upon the
bench. But, nothing more has been done up to this time by
Methodism, than a quibbling attempt at & new ¢rial. And no-

" thing more has been had, than the hope of a recommendation
for mercy sent up to the GOVERNOR OF THE WORLD.
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* Will Methodist preachers deny they. have been tried and
condemned’l If they do, then we f-hallenge them to bring for-
ward one denomination of christians, in Europe or America~—
or oné intelligent minister of the gospel—or one sensible man,
who will sustain the 1st chapter of their Discipline, as THE
TRUTH! :

We merely add, that our table is spread with pamphlets on
this subject, sent fo us from Episcopal hands; and with traets,
and books, on both sides, from which the verdict above is made
ample and overwhelming.

II.—Tus D!SC!PLINE——BORROWED PLUMAGE —-Methodlsm
is not Episcopal. What right has it then to Episcopal forms
and orders in baptism, matrimony, the burial of the dead, the
Lord’s supper, and the manner of makmg and ordaining blsh-
ops, elders, and deacons? All this is borrowed plumage —
Part of it is unmeaning, moth-eaten finery, hung up in the Dis-
ciphne, and another part the sheerest mummery. First—
Methodists are not. Episcopalians.” What right have they,
then, to ‘‘the ministration of baptism,” as contained in their
stoxplme’! It is borrowed from the Episcopal Prayer Book.

~ And'it is unmeaning finery.  For what is the object of baptism?

Episcopalians regard baptism as “the only rite of initiation
into the church of God.”” Preshyterians also say, it is “the
solemn admission of the party. baptized into the visible
church.” But it has no such place in Methodism. Jommg
a class is the rnght of admission into Methodism. And not at-
tending class is pre-eminently exclusion from the church.—
Well, is baptism administered to persons who join the class?
No. How long may they remain in class, and have all the
priviléges of Methodism without baptism? Six months? Six

‘years? Or sixty? How many unbaptized seekers are in the

Methodist church? Bishop Jayne says, there are 50,000 seek-
ers in the church north! How many in the church south? The

‘ministration of baptism, then, in the Discipline, is borrowed

plumage; and it is very much an unmeaning finery.

Again. Methodists are not Episcopalians. What right have
they, then, to ¢‘the solemnization of marriage,” as in their Dis-
clplme’? Itis borrowed from the Episcopal Prayer Book. And
it is unmeaning finery. Do Methodist preachers perform that
splendid ceremony? -We do not know how it may be on all

146207
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pccasions. - But we once witiessed the celebraiion as it wag
done by one of the brethren.  The tr,emb]ing couple stood up,
They had no need to tremble long. ‘Join hands,” said -the
preacher. ~“In the name of the Lord, I pronounce you hus-
band and wife, O Lord! as theu hast made these two one
flesh, grant them thy blessing. Amen! Take your seats!”’—
We may have failed in the very words. 'We have not missed
the tine many seconds.. A churchman would have wondered
if that was meant for Episcopacy. Certainly, it was the fun-
niest, little, odd-come-short, marriage rite we ever Vsitnessed
“and emlrely eclipsed the shoxteqt of the short of our ‘1ttemp‘rs
in marrying a dC"Lf and dumb man,

Again. Methodists are not Fpmcopel,am V\ Lat nght then
have they to “The order for.the burial of the dead,” as in the
Dlsmp]me? Tt is borrowed from the Episcopal Prayer Book.
And it is finery hung up for show in the Discipline. But in
the ‘p]ace of it, there is, after due time and notice, a funeral
sermons  And, be it said, this funeral sermon, in practical in-
fluence, is becoming like the Roman Catholic mass Sor the
dead. 'This sermon is preached for the asking. And friends
expect the preacher to put the souls of their dead at rest, in
heaven. This.sermon, in some places, seems to be necessary
to the consummation of the funeral. “We were asked once, in
these very words:—*“Will you go to-day to Mr. ’s fune-
ral ! 2. “His funeral!” said we—"“Why we thoucrht he died
a year ago?? “0 yes,” said our nelghbor—“He dled then,
but he has nevey had hxsfunm al yet!” - We give another illus-.
tration, right to the point. A man had shaken hands with a
Methodist preacher and joined class,—then fell back,—lived
as before for a considerable time,—and died, in delirious fever,
absolutely preventing all conversation with him. By request,
we preached at the grave, a prepared sermon, with all proper
and yet guarded delicacy of allusion to the dead. -But it would,
not do at all. Months after, a kigh funeral sermon was offered
up—and the friends came- away with théir minds at rest. This
evil is not, however, confined to the Methodist church. It ex-
ists e]sewhere, and needs to- be arrested, Man, now, as ever,
loves extreme unclwn, and the mass, for the dead.

- Again.  Methodists are, not Episcopalians. What right
then have they to. “The order Jor the administration of the
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Lord’s supper,”’ as in the Discipline?- Itisborrowed rom the
Episcopal Prayer Book.. And is finery. hung up for show in
the Discipline. © The Lord’s supper has august regard paid to
it in the Episcopal cliurch. Itis the day of days—the time of
times: Butwhaet and where is the supper in Methodism? Did
any body ever hear a Metltodist spezk, with any interest, of
expecting to approach, orhaving been at, the Lord’s table?—
Does it 1ot evidently fill a place in the mind of a .Methodist
greatly below the class mezting, and the love feast—to.say no-
thing of the shout,.and the bodily ezercise? Does -the Lord’s
. supper occupy, in, Methodist meetings, a tinte and place fully
known to all?.  Is it not postponed for frivolous reasons, shuf:.
fled aside, and poked away in a corner? And -when adminis:
tered, how often may the elder feel “stral.tened Sfor time,” ahd
" “omit any part df the service except the prayer of consecration,”
that the altar, and the straw, may be prepared for more ex:
citing exercises? -

Lastly. Methodists are not L‘plscop'lhans Wliat nght
then, have they to “The form and manuner of making and or-
daining. qf bishops, elders, and deacors,” as-in the Dlsmplme?
All this is borrowed from the Eplscopal Prayer Bapk. And
it is not only borrowed plumatre—lt 1s the grossest mummery.
Presbyterians reject Episcopacy in all its claims.. -But they can
respect the faith of those who believe they trace prelatical
mystery back two thousand years. And odr imagination may,
even kindle with theirs, when they look upon the kneelmg
man; and the mitred dignitary; whose hand communicates, as
they think, power and grace, from Christ; arid Paul, and Cle:
,ment, and Gregory,-and Cranmer, and Tillotson, to: rule th¢

Aflock. Just as we can honor loyalty, or admire some noble
Percy, as his’ heart sw rells; and eye gleams, ov er the heraldic
shield which has come down to him, borne upon the breast of
belted earls, throutrh glittering lances,'and shadowy plumes;
and banners; of 'mcestral glory. We can feel that all this is
in keepmg with Eulope, :and 'the monarch, and the military
noble, and the established church. . But we would have no sym-
pathy at all, 1If we saw a Tennessean, at a British coronatien,
-astride an Enghsh war horse, wielding the battle-axe of Rich-
ard, and playing the part of champion for the king,in thé
' gaudy show. We would open our eyes, and cry out, “‘Jona-

-
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than, what business have you there?”’ And so, when we see
strait-breasted Mr. Stubblefield, the Methodist preacher, made
a bishop, by some Francis Asbury, or Lorenzo Dow, we cannot
help thinking of the daw and the peacock’s feathers, or other
fable about borrowed honors, or of old Mr. Burchell in the Vi-
car of Wakefield, when he said fudge to cerfain persons, pre-
tending to be ﬁne ladies from London.

And when Methodist divines are clothing one of their num-
ber with Episcopal orders, there is a particular thing in the
ceremonyworse than fudge. For,what do the preachers mean
when they utter these words—*‘ Receive the Holy Ghost,” at
the ordination of their-bishop? = We know what Episcopalians
mean. They understand, that the grace of apostolic succession
ts thus conveyed. Now, Presbyterians can hardly acquit Epis-
copalians of impiéty, in the consecration of a bishop—because
these words, as we receive them, are never used in the Scrip-
tures but to express miraculous power communicated by inspired
hands. What then is it but something akin to blasphemy,
when Methodist ministers, in their Episcopal mummery, say
these words? Think at the same time, that these gentlemen
are a huge trading tompany—and what could be more out of
place than all this grave, and splendid form, and word of aw-
ful import, when they set apart a man to superintend their af-
fairs,

Let us suppose that Rev. Mr. S——=, assistant circuit preach-
et, should solicit Rev. Mr. E———, minister in charge, to make
him a Methodist bishop. Let us suppose the place to be an
upper rooin in Rogersville—and that Rev. Mr. K~—, and
Rev, Mr. C—, should bring forward Rev. Mr. S=—, say.
ing—“We present unto you this holy man to be ordained a
bishop.” Let us suppose that Rev. Messrs. E——, K.
and C——, should ‘‘then lay their hands on the head of Bi.
S——, “kneeling before them on his knees.”” And that Rev.
Brother E——~ should say—¢Receive the Holy Ghost for the
office and work of a Bishop in the church of God, now com-
mitted to-thee, by the imposition of our hands, in the name of
the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Ghost—and so on, and
so on—Amen!

. 'Now, we ask, could Rev. Brother E—— thus make a Meth-
odist bishop? Surely, surely, the itinerants themselves will
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feel we have trifled with their sacred things. And yet this is
nothing like so strong a case, as when they say, Mr. Wesley
made Dr. Coke a bishop, in an upper chamber at Bristol,

) England.  How then must Episcopalians feel, when they see
Methodist preachers consecrating a bishop with their borrow-
ed forms and words—by authority of suecession—from_Asbury,
Coke, Wesley?* Can we wonder Episcopalians are 1nd1gnant
at the assumption, and the mockery?

The Discipline contains some 200 pages;—the borr owed plu-
mage fills up 56 pages—more than one-fourth of the volume.

IIL.—Txz DiscieLiNge—a Tarirr.—A Tariff is a list or ta-
ble of goods with the duties or customs to be paid for the
same.—{Webster.] The United States,-Great Britain, and
some other colntries, raise their revenues in this way. An
ecclesiastical tariff exists, as in the Roman church in Ireland,
when the church supports its ministry by a regular. contubu-
tion imposed upon its people, and by regular charges for spi-
titual sérvices—such as baptism, absolutlon, the maes, cx-
treme unction, and burial.

_ Methodist preachers have not yet reduced their income to so
perfect e system. They have only, as yet, regulated the duties
or customs on books, tracts, pamplets, reviews, papers, &c.—
and regulated the times and places where contributions are to
be made, and who shall be the tariff officers and agents.

" The Discipline is the table or list of these “ways and means.”*
We exhlbxt it as a jmud because the whole reculatlon 1s
¢hurch usirpation. : IR

Having dwelt upon this assumption of power in the “Great
Iron Wheel””’—No. 3, we intend now merely to show how this
fraud stands in the Discipline—as a bill of ways and means.

“L.—Let us consider the Methodist tariff as to the ¢times and
places of its collection. We will just copy from the bbo’k‘“-é

*Mr. Lee, in his “Hlstory.” mforms us, (p. 14")—lhat at one of the
Conferences, held in the year 1789—4The Ins/mps (1bav'is, Coke and As-
biry) introduced a question in the annual minutes which was as follows;—

—*“Who ate the persons who exercise the epzscopal office in the Me-
lhodlst church. in Eurepe and America?
"A.—John Wesley, Thomas. Coke, and Francis Asbury. by regular or-
der and successton!!”

Well may we ask—who ever heard of Bishop Wesley?—and well may
the Episcopalian, in the traét before us, exclaim—What a fabrication!
‘What an unhallowed scheme in Coke and-Asbury, to usurpthe office and
authority of a bnshop'" <

3



18 “THE GREAT IRON WHELL”—No. 1v,

First.—*Let there be weekly class-collections in all our sow

cieties where it is practicable.”—(Dis. South, p. 171.) The
tariff, you see, begins at the beginning.
. Again.—*‘Every preacher who has charge of a circuit shall
earnestly recommend to every cless or society in his circuit to
raise a quarterly or annual collection,” &e.—(P. 172.) The
obligation upon the preacher, you perceive, is imperative—
shall. .

Again.—“Every preacher who has charge of a circuit shall
make a yearly collection, and if expedient, a quarterly one, in

every congregation,”—(P. 172.)

Again.—“A public collection shall be made at every An-
nual and every General Conference.”— (P. 174.)

Again.~*It shall be the duty of each Annual Conference
to take measures from year to year to raisc money in every
circuit and station, for the relief of the superannuated,’ &c.—
(P.175.)

Again.—*To defray the expenses of the delegates compo
sing the General Conference, a collection shall be taken up in
each circuit and station some time previous to the sitting of
Conference.”’—(P. 176.) _

Again.—*‘It shall be the duty of each Annual Conference
to dppomt some month within the Conference year 1 which
missionary collections shall be taken up,” &c.— (P. 183.)

Again—It shall be the duty of the presiding elder to
bring the subject of our missions before the first Quarterly
Conference of each of the circuits and stations .of their dis-
tricts yearly—to endeavor to increase the number of contribu.-
tors and the amount contributed for missions.— (P. 183.)

Again.—Missionary collections of those who are disposed
to give a cent or more a week, or fifty cents a year.”’—(P.183.)

Again.—“Subscriptions to the chartered fund—to be sup-
ported bythe voluntary contributions of our friends.”’— (P.188.)

Again.—“The annual announcement of the proﬁts of the
sale of books, and the dividend.”—(P. 194)

Again.—“There shall be weekly papers, in various places,
and a review, established by. the General Conference,” &c.—
(P. 192))

.:‘lgazn —“A yearly subscription in’ circuits and statlom
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which can bear it, to build churches, and -paying the debts of
those which have been already erected.”—(P. )

Surely here is a goodly list of ¢imes and places for the col-
lection of money. My Lord John Russell, or Sir Robert Peel -

ocould not have shown more skl]l in ﬁndmg out the  ways and
* means of revenue.

. Observe—we bring no blame against. thie objects for which
- all:this money is raised. No. We are exposing the prodi-
gious money power which exisls, without responsibility,in the
kands of. Methodist preachers. And we are showing that the
Book of Discipline is the Tariff of this self-constituted money
corporation.
.. 2.—We will COIlSldel some of the arrenczes, and o icers, un-

" der the Methodist Tariff.

First.~The General Conference is limited and restricted—
not to appropriate the produce of the Book Concern, nor the
Chertered Fund, to any purpose other than for the benefit of
the travelling , supernumerary, superannuated, and worn-out
pteachers, thelr wives, widows, and children.—(P. 70.)

Secondly.—*‘The Annual Conference shall proceed to in-
~ ‘quire—what has been collected and contributed for the preach-
ers,”’ &c.—(P. 32.) ‘

Tlm‘dly —“The. Quarterly Conference shall attend strictly
to the temporal interests of the church.”—(P: 35.) - _

- Fourthly.—*“The bishop.—It shall be his duty to oversee the
spiritual and temporal business of our church.”—(P. 38.) -

Fifthly.—“The presiding elder.—~It shall be his duty to
oversee_the spiritual and temporal business of the church in.
his district.— (P. 40.) He shall do every thing in his power
1o recover all debts due the Book' Concern,” &c —(P. 193.y
- Sizthly.—“The preacher in charge of a circuit or station,—
It-shall be his duty to take care that every society be duly
supplied with. books;—to - overlook the accounts of all the
stewards,—-to appoint persons to receive the _quarterly collec-
tions in the classes;—to see that public collections be made
quarterly, if need be;—to malze collections for Sunday-schools,
bibles, tracts, Sunday-school books;—to lay his -accounts be-
. fore the Quarterly. Conference;~—to raise yearly subseriptions
for building churches; paying church debts, &c.”-—(P: 43.) |

Seventhly.—*“The stewards.—It shall be their duty to take
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an exact account. of all the money, or other provision collect-
ed for the support of the preachers in the circuit,” &c. &c.—
(Pp. 167—169.)

Emht/zly —“The class- leader —It is his duty to see eack
person in his class once a week—in order to receive what they
are willing to give towards the relief of the preachers, church,
and poor;—to meet the minister and the stewards.once a week;
—to pay the stewards what they have received of their seve-
ral classes in the week preceding.”— (P. 23.)

Ninthly.—7There are many book agents, elders, publishers,
committees, trustees, &c. &c.—all of whom are fiscal officers
in various ways. ‘

Our readers now see that Methedism is a complicated, but,
very accurate monetuly system. As it regards ov ersxght in
the collecting agencics, it is the most per fect sub-treasury in the
world. For every Methodist preacher is all the time manag-
ing what is, in part, his own money. He then goes to Con-
ference,—he has an interest in the dividend, and he counts.
the collections his brethren have made. Methedist money is.
surely safe, :

3.1t will doubtless interest our readers to know how muckh
of the Discipline is devoted to money matters. We reply;—
the entire book contains 206 pages. " Of these, 43 pages are
occupied with the temporal econamy of the church, in one di-
vision of the volume by itself, besides numerous money regu-
lations in other places. More than one-fifth qf ‘the Dzsczplmc
1s about pecuniary matters.

Some might be curious to know, just at thxs place, how ma-
ny pages of the Presbyterian book are filled with ways and
means to secure those large salaries of which we hear so much.,
We reply;—the book containing the Confession of Faith, Cate-
chism, Form of Government, Discipline, &c., has some 468
pages. Money matters occupy just exactly the half of one
page.” And that kalf page is nothing more than the form of
words in which each congregation is required to make out
their caLL to the minister they have chosen to be their pas-
tor—the salary being left blank, to.be filled by the people!

' Now, look again at the Methodist Discipline. - It contains, we
haye said, 206 pages. And some 40 pages are employed in
regulations 1o secure church property to the preachers, and ar-
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yangements to supply their salaries! What a contrast between
the book of the salary-loving Presbyterians, and the book: of
the salary-hating Methodists,

. Let us look a little farther. How much of the Presbytenan
book is devoted to the examination of the Word of God? An-
swer—348 pages. How much of the Methodist book is taken
up with articles of religion? Answer—fen pages. So, Pres-
byterians have given to God 348 pages, and to their salaries,
the half of onc puge! While Methodist preachers have yield-
ed to God 10 pages, and to their money power and salaries 40
pages' ‘What a contrast! .

IV.—TsEe DiscipLine A Rop oF IroN.—1. The Discipline is
a rod of iron, because it clothes the Gencral Conference with
power, virtually without restriction. Bishop Hamline, in his
speech before the General Conference of 1844, said that the
constitution of the Methodist Episcopal church is all contain-
~ ed in these words:—¢*“The General Conference shall have fult

powers fo make rules and regulations for our church, under the
following limitations and restrictions.”’— (Chap. 2, sec. 2.)
The limitations and restriclions say—1. The General Confe-
rence shall not revoke, alter, or change the articles of religion,
&c. Nor, 2.- Allow more than a certain representation. Nor,
3. Do away. Episcopacy, &c. Nor, 4. Revoke or change the
general Tules, &c. Nor, 5. Do away the privileges of minis-
ters and preachers or members as to tmal Nor, 6. Appropri-
ate the produce of the Book Concem to any other than the
present purpese.

These are the limitations and restrictions upon the General
Conference. But it is all a farce. For listen! “Provided

- pevertheless; that upon the -concurrent recommendation of

three-fourths of all the members of the several Annual Confe-
rences, who shall be present and vote in such recommenda-
tion, then a majority of two-thirds.of the General Conference.
succeeding shall suffice to alter any of the above restrictions
excepting the 1st article.—(Ib.) ~

Now, we ask, wha compose the Annual Conferences? An-
swer.—-—Itinerant Methodist preachers only. Very well.  'Who
compose the General Conference? . Answer. Itinerant Meth.
odist preachers only, chosen by, and representing the Annual
Conferences. Very well. = These limitations and restrictions,
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then, are merely such as the preachers have imposed upon them-
selves, and which they can @lter when it suits them! 'The Gen-
eral Conference is, therefore, a body virtually without limita-
tions or restrictions.. Such a body is a sheer despotlsm. Itis
a rod of iron. .

. 2. The Discipline is a rod of iron—because it is a system of
reioval from office without check or vesponsibility. Bishop
Hamline affirmed that the class-leader could be removed by the
itinerant pastor—the itinerant pastm by the presiding elder or
bishop—the presiding clder by the bzs/wp, at any time during
the interval of Conference. And itis so.—{See Dis. pp. 37,
39,41.) Mr. IHamline (he was not then bishop) pressed this
unquestioned_fact, to bear him out in his argument, that, by
analogy, the General Conference had the right to suspend
Bishop Andrews, summarily and without trial.

We cannot do better than to give Bishop Hamline’s con-
struction of the Discipline, as summed up by himself, He says
that the Methodist system of remo'\-'a], or suspension, is “pe-
culiar.”’ .

First. Thatitis “.mmmafy ? “Without accusation, trial,
or formal sentence’’—“minssterial, not judicial.””- Skconpry.
It is for no crime, generally for no misdemeanor, but for being
unacceptable.”  V'uirpLy. That “most of the removals are by ¢
sole agent, namely, by a bishop or preacher, whose will is omni -
potent in the premvises.”’ ¥Fourtany. That, “the removing offi-
“cer is not legally obliged to assign any cause for deposition.  If
he do so, it ts through courtesy, and not of right.”” FrrruLy.
That “the deposed officer has no appeal’—that “if indiscreetly
or unnecessarily removed, he must submit; for there is no tribu-
nal authorized to cure the error, or rectify the wrong.”

- Observe—DBishop Hamline was not speaking of removals of
Methodist ministers, preachers, and officers for crime, or here-
sy. No. Trial, such as it is, the Discipline provides for
these offences. - But this power of removal which the itinerant
pastor has over the leader, and the presiding elder over the
itinerant. pastor, and the bishop over the presiding elder—in
the interval of Conference, is in the omnipotent will of the bish-
op or preacher without his being obliged to assign any. cause;
and there is no cure for his error; or rectification of his wrong!
It is,’as 'we have said, in “The Great Iron Wheel”” No. 1, a
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Turkish, ¢ military despotism—an outrage upon al} just Iiber-
ty of thought or action in Methodist officers. Itisarod ofiron.

3. The Discipline is a rod of iron in its regulations as to the
trial of its private members. The book says:—“How shall an
' accused member be brought to trial? Answer. . Before the
socxety of which he is a member, or a select number of them;
in the presence of a bishop, elder, deacon, or preacher, 1n the
following -manner: Let the accused and accuser be brought
face to face; but if this cannot be done, let the next best evi-
dence be procured. If the accused person be found guilty by
the decision of a majority of the members before whom he is
brought to trial, and the crime be such as is expressly forbid-
den by the Word Jof God sufficient to exclude a person from
the kingdom of grace and glory, let the minister or preacher
who has charge of the circuit expel him.”> “Nevertheless, if
(in any of several cases mentioned) the minister or preacher
differ in judgment from a majority of the society, or select
number, concerning the innocence or guilt of the accused per-
son, the trial-in such case may be referred by the minister of
. preacher to the ensuing Quarterly Meeting Conference.”— (P.
96.) The same tight of appeal to. the next Quarterly Confe-
rence is allowed to the excluded person, with the exception
. of such as absent thémselves from trial, &c.  “And the majo-
rity of the travelling and local preachers, exhorters, stewards,
and . leaders present, shall finally "determine the case.”’—
(P.98.) : R

Here we have.the rod of iron. Such a process of trial—such .
a provision, or rather such a no-provision to secure justice, in
the trial of a church member, cahnot be equalled in any Pro-
testant denomination. It has no parallel out of the Papacy.
Let us briefly examine it: ““The member shall be brought to
trial before the society of which he is a member, or @ select
number of them, in the presence of the bishop, elder, deacon;.
or preacher.”” - Now, we ask, does the book tell us how the
. member is to be brought before the society, or select number 2 -
No. The book is silent. 7o whom must the accuser co with
his accusation? The book is silent. How much notice as'to
time is given to the accused? The book is silent. Is.the ac-
cused told by farmal citation the charge against him, and the
names of the witnesses-to support it?  The book is silent. May
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he be turned into trial at a moment’s warning, without any
preparation?  The book is silent. And that silence is ominous
and terrible. 'That silence leads us to believe, that the bishop,
elder, deacon, or preachery has the whole arrangement of this
beginning of actual process. He may or may not receive the
accusation at his pleasure. He may or may not give citation
to the accused, with due notice, other than his pleasure.—

Here, then, flagrant wrong may be done at the threshhold of

the court of justice.
Once more. Suppose the accused is before the judicatory.
Who ¢ompose that judicatory? The book says, the society of
which the accused is a member, or a select number of them.
Very well. But here we ask again, who decides whether the
accused shall be tried before the soctety, or a select number ?—
The book is silent. Again. Who chooses that select number ?
"The book is silent. What does this silence mean? Does it
teach us that this part of the process of trial is, also, under the
control of the preacher? May he decide that the accused shall
be tried by a select number? and may he choose, or manage
the summoning of that select number? Then he may directly
or indirectly pack that jury. Look farther. “Let the ac-
ccused and accuser be brought face to face; but if this cannot
be done, let the next best evidence be procured.” Again we
ask, how is this next best evidence to be procured? The book
is silent. Is there any thing about the citation of witnessess?
No. Any thing as to a commission to take the testimony of
absent witnesses, and the right of the accused to attend and
. cross examine? No. The book is silent. Are we to infer

that the bishop, elder, deacon or preacher is left by the book
" to procure this next best evidence in any way he may think
proper? And might they procure this next best evidence after
‘this fashion:—Might they send a committee to take the testimo-
ny of a lady; who was asked to tell what e second lady had told
her, a third lady had said; and might this third lady be tried
on such testimony and expelled the Methodist chwrch?

* Verily the accused member in the Methodist church has no
safe-guard around him. For, our readers will see, First, that
the original trial before the society, or select number, may be a
farce, from the prodigious control of the peacher over ¢Ae soci-
ety, or in the appointment of the select number. Secondly, that



YrHE GREAT IRON WHEEL”—No. 1V, 25

- the preacher has the right to refer the trial, if Ae differ in judg-
‘ment from the society, or the select number,to the ensuing Quar=
terly Meeting Conference. Will it be said that the member, if
~ condemned;is allowed to appeal? Yes. He may appeal. But
where must he carry his appeal?  Why—¢He shall be allowed
an appeal to that same next Quarterly Meeting Conference.”
And there, truly, he has less chance against the preacher than
he had before the society, or ‘the select number. For who
compose the Quarterly Conference? Answer. The travel-
ling and local preachers, exhorters, stewards, and. leaders:
Now, from the book, the exhorters, stewards and leaders;
whatever may be true of the local preachers, are mere puppets
in the hands of the itinerant ministers. And yet that court of
appeals ““finally determines the case.” _

This is the rod of iron with a vengeance. A lawyer of
“highest standing in our country, told us, that this whole thing
called a trial in the Methodist church, was the veriest bur-
- lesque upon justice. And we, here, do now, challenge any

lawyer 10 come out and.say that ‘there is security against

wrong to the accused, afforded by the Methodist Discipline:
. We defy him to do it.. We do not challenge a Methadist edi-
 tor to gabble silly sentences. We invite a lawyer—a judge
of the rights of man, in courts of Justice, to meet this chal-
lenge. "And to meet it over his own proper name. We defy
him to do it.' : :

- N. B.—Tt is well to caution our readers who ha\e not the
Discipline. Methodists may tell them; as they told us, when
~ we had not-examined the book—*O! our trial i the fairest in

. the world—it is by arbitration! - The accuser chooses one; the
accused andther; these two a third. The preacher has little
1o do with it.”” - But on consulting the book, we found that
this arbitration trial had reference only to cases of “any. dis-
pute between two or more members concerning the payment
of debts.” It has nothing to do with the reduhr trial for
church offences. = Mark that.

Again. Methodists may say—“Our trial is, in fact con-
ducted so, and so, and s0.” - But let-it be fully borne in mind,
that any mode of trial, which actually takes place, nof in the

Discipline, is nothing else than the permtmon of ‘the ‘pled(llel
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—his mere pleasure to let it be so. And, such mode of trial, nof
in the Discipline, may be as various as the whims, or consis-
tency, the tyranny, or kindness, the arrogance, or humility,
the regard for, or disregard of popularity, which will be found
in the minds of the many thousand itinerant preachers. Trial,
thus controlled, is a rod of iron.

4. The Discipline & rod of iron.—It subjects members to be
excluded from the church if they neglect to mcet their class!
The book says—*“They are to be visited—the consequences
explained if they continue to neglect—ecaclusion. If they
do not amend, let him who has charge of the circuit or station,
bring the case before the socieiy or select number before whom
they shall have been cited to a2ppeasr; and if found guilty of
wilful neglect, &c.—lef them be leid aside, &c.—and let the
preacher show that they are excluded for & breach of our rules,
and not for immoral conduct.”— (Chap. 4, sec. 3.)

- This is the rod of iron.  Forremember, the elass meeting is
no ordinance of God. It was instituted by Br. Wesley, at
first merely fo collect moncy. He afterwards made it « confes-
sional.— (Wesley’s works, vol. 5, p. 179.) It isthen a device
of man; and a most mischievous device of man. Yet a mem-
ber in the Methodist church—however established in its doc-
trines—however exemplary in attendance upon the preached
Word of God—however irreproachable in christian character
—shall, nevertheless, be excluded from all the privileges of a
christian, if he conscientiously is opposed to the unscriptural
elass meeting? This is the rod of iron.  (For more extended
views, we refer our readers to “The Great Iron Wheel”—No.
2, April No. of Cal. Mag., 1847, and to our Letter to Dr. Con-
verse, Oct. 1847.)

5. The Discipline a rod of iron.—It requires that Methodist
members be turncd out of the church for the non-observance of
any one of some thirty general rules—several of which de-
mand obedience in ¢hings not made obligatory on a christian
by the Word of God. We will instance only one of these
ruless The Discipline reads thus:—“It is expected of all who
continue in these societies, that they should continue to evince
their desire of salvation, by doing good * * * egpecially to
them who are of the household of faith, or groaning so to be;
employing them preferably to others, buying one of another,
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' Iielpmn' each other in business, and so much the more beeause
the' world will love its own and them only.”

- Here we are told that a// Methodists are to evince their con-
tmued desire for salvation, by doing good to the household of
faith, - (Methodists in full membexshlp) or those groaning to
.be so, (Methodist seckers,) by employing them, and trading
with them PREFERAEBLY lo others! So that a good Methodist
1s expected to evince his continued desire of salvation by trading
even with a seeker in his churchin preference to buying of, or
employing a christian of any other denomination!  But thatis
not all. Turn over the page, and read the penalty:—*“These
are the general rules of -our societies: all of which we are
~ taught of God to observe, even in hLis written Word—and alf
these we know lis spirit writes -on truly awakened hearts! If
there be.any among us who observe them not—who habitual-
ly break any of them, let it be known unto them who watch
over that soul. We will admonish him of the -error of his
* ways; we-will bear with him for a scason. But if then he re-
pent not; e hatl no more place among us. We have delivered
our own souls »— (Chap. 4, sec. 4.) .

. This is a rod of iron. Sce' A memberis lnble at any mo-
ment to be e.zpelled from the Methodist church, if he does not
observe.the rule to employ, or buy of, one of the Methodist
household of faith, or one groaning so to be, (a seeker,) in pre-
ference to. employing or trading with any body else, even the
‘most esteemed christian in another church!! Is it not manifest'
that under this rod of iron the whole business of the Methodist:
connection may be controlled by Methodist preachers, as’ we.
have shown in ‘““The Great-Iron Wheel’’—No. 3.

. We will only add, that this rule is'the rod of fanaticism as
well as the rod of iron. For it tells us, indirectly, that all
who are not of the Methodist brotherhood of faith, or groan-
ing to be so, are of the world! Again. We are informed that
this rule as to employmg or buying of the brstherhood offatth

or those groaning so to.be, is writfen on truly awakened hearts
by the Spirit of God! That is, we suppose, by the direct
witness to-Methodists only/ For, nobody e]se, so far as we-
- have heard, ever saw, or felt the hand-writing. - May we be
allowed to imagine that the Spirit also wrifes on Méthodist
hearts the fnames‘of those for whom they-shall vofe, as well as
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the class of persons with whom they shall {rade. Does he in-
scribe the name of the avcilable Presidential candidate, and
who ought to be coroner and constable? Or, shall we be told,
that the Spirit only refers Methodists, in this matter, to their
presiding elders, circult riders, local preachers and class-lead-
ers! Verily! Verily! IMethodisin ought to be understood,

6. The Discipline a rod of iron.—It demands that, if a mem-
ber of our church shall be clearly convicted of endeavoring to
sow dissension in any of our sociceties, by inveighing against
esther our doclrines or Discipline, such persons so offending
shall be first reproved by the senior minister or preacher of his
circuit, and if Le persist in such pernicious practices, ke shall
be expelled from the church.—(Chap. 4, sec. 3.)

There is the rod of iron.  ¥or wheever heard of such a thing,
out of the Roman Catholic church, as a private member being
expelled for spealing against the Discipline? It sust comes
To THAT. Decause it is the preacher, the preacher, the omni-
potent preacher, who fas fo deteriine WHETIHER or not to bring
up the member before the sociely, or the select number, for sow-
ing dissension in our societies, by inveighing against our doc-
trines, or our Discipline. And the preacher can easily have
the member expelled for even speaking ageinst the Discipline!
What a rod of iron. Why, here we have the old Sedition
Law, which turned out the eider Adams from the Presidency
of the United States, engrafted into the Discipline of the Me-
thodist Church! J2ad truly it ouzhi {o be there. But what a
rod of iron! No wonder the members of that church are so
Mam in expressing disapprobation, even when they feel it, to-
wards the doctrines or Discipline of their church.

7. The Discipline a rod of iron. It provides, that any tra-
velling preacher who may publish any work or book of his
own, shall be responsible to his Conference for any obnozious
matter or doctrine therein contained.— (Part 2, sec. 8.) This
is the rod of iron. Because the phrase obnoxious matter or
doctrine, is so vague, that the Conference may make it mean
any thing. Observe, it does not mean, (as we understand it,)
that the itinerant is to be responsible for any immorality, or
doctrine contrary to the articles of religion. For all thisis
provided for.—(In chap. 4, sec. 1.) No. The obnoxious
matter or doctrine (in part 2, sec. 8) refers, we suppose, to
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other things, which are beyond the circle of moral character
or established Methodist theology. Thus:—The Copernican
system might be obnoxious matter to Conference. Why net?
The true astroncmy was once condemned by a conclave. of
cardinals. Again. An article on Sabbath-Schools might
once, we think, have been obnoxious to Holston Conference.
The time was, many of the brethren were alarmed at colleges
and theological seminaries. And what would be said now, to a
treatise fromone of their travelling preachers againstwitcheraft,
or against our having infercourse with spirits from heaven, in
dream and vision. Some of these things would be obnozious
matter—for they would fall foul of Mr. Wesley. Or what -
would Conference say to a book-against the Methodist church
government and Discipline? Ah! - Let the Reformed Metho-
dists answer that question. Here is another Sedition law—a
gag—a censorship of the press -a rod of iron.
" 8. The Discipline a rod of iron.—In this, that it assumes to
control its members in various matlers of private liberty, with
which a church has no right to interfere in the way of rule and
penalty. - We will call attention to only one of these matters
—dress. The Discipline says:—‘‘Should we insist on the
rales concerning dress? Answer. By all means. This is no
" time to give-encouragement to superfluity of apparel. There-
fore receive none into the church until they have left off su-
perfluous ornaments.. Allow of no exempt case: better one
suffer than many, Give no tickets to any that wear high
heads, enormous bonnets, or rings.”— (Chap. 3, sec. 8.) This
" is the rod of iron, There is no authority from the Bible autho-
rizing Methodist preachers to interfere with men’s coats, and
.women’s bonnets. Just as well might they say to their mem-
bers, we command you to abstain from meat on Friday;—and to
the itinerancy, we forbid you to marry. Itisarod of ironQ-a
far-réaching despotism.

We pause only to say, the Methodist notion that pecuhan-'
ty of plain dress makes people humble, has been proved a de-
. lusion in their own example and that of others. For it is not
so much the gualify or style of dress which creates pride, as
the peculiarity or the exclusiveness.. The soldier, for instance,
is proud of his shoulder-knot, whether it.be of cotton or gold.

The. descendant of Mahomet glories in his green turban, whe-



30 SRS GREAT IRON WHEEL'S—NoO. 1V,

ther it be of linen or shawl of Cashmere. It is the distinction,
of the ribbon and star which exalts the wearer.  And so, the
Quaker, in his broad brim, and drab coat, with no buttons be-
hind, and the dethodist in standirg collar and rounded front,
may be as proud as the noble in velvet and embroidery. See!
I am a Quaker! Look! T am a Methodist! There now.—
Each way be as proud as Lucifer would have them.

9. The Discipline a rod of tron.—It gives huge money pow-
er to the preacher. ‘That policy we have exhibited in “The
Great Iron Wheel”—No. 3. Such a power is a rod of iron.
Money power wielded by irresponsible men, is despotisin any
where. It must crush to death the people of the Methodist
church, as it has destreyed wan under the Roman and heathen
priesthood,

We have now, we think, sustained our position—that the
book entitled ““I'he Doctrines and Discipline of the Methodist
Iipiscopal church,” is a rraup upon the world. 1. The claim
it sets up, that the Methodist church is Episcopal by the au-
thority of Juhn Wesley and the Conference at Baltimore, in
1784, is untrue. 2. Not being Episcopal, the assumption of
Episcopal forms and orders is borrowed finery; or mere mum-
‘mery. 3. The book is essentially a tariff of pecuniary ways
and means. 4. Itisarod of iron. Itis the fulecrum to the
levers of tyranny in the hands of the itinerants. It is the hub.
of ““The Great Iron Wheel.”

Like the other numbers of ““The Great Iron Wheel,” this
will be pursued by the cry of slander and misrepresentation.
That we expect from Methodist preachers, as a matter of
course, just as we should look for the same cry from Roman
- priests. Let us close this article by an example. Many of
our readers have seen Kirwan’s letters to the Roman Catholic
Bishop Hughes. These letters, in the esteem of the Protes.
tant world, for accuracy of facts, lucid argument, elevated
character, and noble diction, surpass similar writings in our
day. But father Moran, Romish priest, of Newark, New
Jersey, seems to have come to a very different opinion.

He says:—‘“As a specimen of the gross slander and misrep-.
resentation of the holy faith and ministers of the Catholic
church, I may refer to a late publication styled ¢ Kirwan’s let-
ters to Bishop Hughes’—a pamphlet of 12 short letters, in
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which I have enumerated not less than THREE uuNDRED AND
EIGHTY-TWO FALsEH00DS.”— (New York Observer.)

Some father Moran in the Methodist Episcopal church;
will, doubtless, find not less than three hundred and eighty-two
falselwods in the four “Great Iron Wheels!””  And surely what
this father Moran says will be belicved by Methodists. But
“Presbyterians of intelligence and principle, and the discerning
and upnght, who are neither Methodists nor Presb)teuans,
‘will say, in the words of the reply made to the Romish father
Moran—*“Calling a fact a falsehood does not make it so.
And it certainly is easier to make one rash and foolish asser:
tion, than to dispose of THREE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-TWO

STUBBORN FACTs.”

At the operiing of another year, the editors beg leave to
quote the following from their prospectus:i—¢We are under-
stood as offering this work to the patronage of both the great
~ branches of the Presbyterian church in the most cordial man-
nier.” With great pleasure we say, that, in many places;
“both” branches of the Presbyterian church ‘have patron-
ized the Calvinistic Magazine. And in this connection, it
will be gratifying to all our subscribers to know; that we are
promised contributions from one of the miost esteemed minds
at Princeton:

Items: o
Two things are causes of daily astonishment to me: the rea-
diness of Christ to come from heaven to earth for me, and my
backwardness to rise from earth to heaven with him.—Pearce.

It was a saying of the late Rev. Dr. John M. Mason, that a
. house without family woxshnp, had neither a foundation nor'a
covering.

TrE SecuLAR Press.—Itis a peculi'ir fé'ituré of the age,
says the New York Express, that the commumty, generally,
are coming to feel the same kind of interest in the movements -
of dlstmgmshed missionaries, as in the progress of civil affairs.
throughout the world,
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POETRY:—THE DOOMED MAR:

From the Presbyterian.

The Doomed Man.

There is a time,; we know not wher;
A point; we know not where;
That marks the destiny of men

To glory or despair.

There is a line, by us unseen,

- That crosses every path;

The hiddén boundary between
God’s paticnce and his wrath:

To pass that limit is to die,
. To die as if by stealth;

1t does not quench the beaming eye,

Or pale the glow of health.

The conscience may be still at ease,

~ The spirits light and gay;

That which is pleasing still may please;
And care be thrust away:

But on that forehead God has set,

. Indelibly, a mark,

Unseen by man, for man as yet
Is blind and in the dark.

And yet the doomed man’s path below;
Like Eden, may have bloomed;

He did not, does not, will not know,
Or feel that he is doomed.

He knows, he feels, that all is well,
And every fear is calmed:

He lives, he dies, he wakes in hell,
Not only doomed, but damned.

O where is this mysterious bourne,
By which our path is crossed;
Beyond which, God himself hath sworn;
That he who goes is lost?

How far may we go on in sin?
How long will God forbear? ,
Wrhiere does hope end? and where begin
The confines of despair?

An answer from the skies is sent:
Ye that from God depart!

While it is called to.day, repent!
-And harden not your heart.
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The Righteous Remembered:

A SERMON,

, IN‘MEMORY OF DR. CHALMERS,

BY THE REV. JAMES M’CHAIN,
“The jighteous shall be in everlasting remembrance.”
Ps. 112: 6.

How pleasant to us all is the thought of an immortal name;
Wwhen we are dead, of living for ever in the minds of men!—
How painful to us is the thought of being soon forgotten, when
we are no more! So strong is this passion in the human breast,

- that some would rathet be remembered for their infamy, than

not remembered at all. Hence, there are books, now to be
found, in which men and women, pre-eminent for their degra-

datmn, have published to the world with unblushing effronte-

ty their infamous lives, in the hope of living long among men.

* 'This love for a deathless fame, common to us all, if kept

within - proper limits, and made subservient to the glory of

God and the good of man, is right and commendable, -

Our text tells us of some who shall have this desire gratifi-

¢d. There are those who shall have erected to their memory
a monument which shall never crumble—never be destroyed

~=never be marred. They shall have their names registered

on a scroll of fame written by the hand of the Eternal,and -

kept in the courts of heaven. They ‘shall be in everlasting
remembrance’ with God and with man, on earth and in glory.

“These, of whom I speak, may be unknown to the great ones

of the world—may be dcsplsed by them. No historian may
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record their deeds. No poet may sing their praise. No mon-
umental marble may tell where they sleep. They may never
have been heard of beyond the narrow sphere of their own
homes. Yet, they “shall be in everlasting remembrance.”’—
They shall live while the earth stands—shall survive when
it is burnt up, and the heaveas are rolled togetaer as a scroll,
and eternally wear unfading laurels. :

Who, then, are those of whom I speak? Who are these
destined to such an immortality? Are they the kings and
princes, the poets, orators, statesmen and warriors celebrated
in history? Some of these are numbered among those to whom
I refer, but their worldly greatness does not entitle them to
this distinction. God does not say, those who have sat on
thrones and ruled "empires, those who have founded nations
and framed noble constitutions, those who have triumphed in
battle, those who made great discoveries, those who enchant-
ed the world with the music of their song, or swayed it by the
magic of their eloquence—God does not say that these shall
always be remembered. But he does say, the 1ialzteous, “‘the
ricuTeOUS shall be in everlasting remembrance.”

These, the {riends of God, the dlsmples of Jesus, shall never
be forgotten by men. They arc not all to be known by name,
and ¢ndividually, in coming generations. Most of the Lord’s
people are but little heard of. Not only are those recollected
whose names descend to succeeding ages, but every one of the
righteous is remembered as forming a part of the whole num-
ber of the righteous. Christians of one generation think, with
esteem and affection, of all true believers who have lived be-
fore them. We, who are now serving the Lord on earth, go
back to the first saint, and come down to the last that has gone
up to heaven, and embrace, in the circle of our memory, and
the arms of our love, all these children of God collectively,
and each individually, as a part of the whole. We not only
thus think of the Abels and Enochs before the flood; of the
Abrahams and Jacobs and Davids of the former dispensation;
not only of Peter, and Stephen, and Paul, of apostolic times,
and of Luther, and Baxter, and Martyn, of later days, but of
all who have loved and served the Lord, and gone home to
glory. So all believers who come after us will thus keep in
wind us, and all who went before us.  Thus each generation
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~of christians in turn remembers all christians who preceded
them, and is in turn remembered by all: who follow them.
Thus all the righteous shall be in undying remembrance on
earth. Coo :

And should they be forgotten here by men, there-is a place
where they “will never be forgotten,—there are those. who
will hold them .in ‘everlasting remembrance, each of them
gndividually. Heaven registers the name of each believ-
erin Jesus—heaven will for ever preserve that record un-
" effaced and untarnished, and heaven will receive and keep
everlastingly.every one written in that Lamb’s Book of Life.
God will eternally remember each of Lis dear children with
paternal affection. Christ will always remember -each of his
disciples, as the purchase of his blood, and a part of himself.
"The Spirit will for ever remember each of the redeemed, as re-
generated and sanctified by his power. oo

There are some of the righteous who, in every sense of the
word, ‘“shall be in evenhstmg remembrance.” The world
will bow in reverence and love at-the shrine of their memory.
Kings and nobles will pay homage to their piety and genius.
History will record, with pride, their great and good deeds.
Poetry will strike her loftiest notes to sing their praise. Parian
marble will ‘tise inte beautiful monuments to their fame.
Painting will exert her highest skill 10 preserve their living
features on canvass. . One generation after another, to the end
of time, will hand down to the succeeding one, as a precious
legacy, their name and their works. Thus shall they be kept
in mind on earth, and in heaven they shall be set up in
the firmament of glory as stars of the first magnitude, seen and -
known by all the inhabitants of the skies, and gazed upon for-
ever; with rapturous delight, by the Triune Jehovah, by saints
and angels. Such a righteous one has recently gone: to an .
everlasting remembrance on high, leaving behind him an ever-
lasting remembrance here. Theré was no man in the'reli-
gious world more widely known—more deeply venerated and
loved. There is no man of this-age, (and but few I fully be-
lieve of any age,) who has done so great-a work for God. and
man.  His writings, I doubt not, will be read in all coming
ages, and his fame shine bright and glorious to the end of
time. ~Endowed with transcendent talents, with a mind- theo-

)
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retical and practical like a Bacon’s, brilliant and magnifient
like the vault of heaven, vast and deep like the ocean—with
a heart whose life-blood was love to God and man—with an
eloquence irresistible—with an industry like that of the ant
and bee—an energy whose relaxation was action, and a per-
severance which knew obstacles only to remove them,—
thrown too upon eventful times, when an infidel philosophy
was to be vanquished, and commercial self-consequence, and
aristocratic importance, and irreligious refinement, were to. be
weighed in the balances of the gospel;—when the Scottish
church was to be waked to new life,and brought out from
the Egyptian yoke of the state,—and preserved as he was
almost to three score years and ten, with a2 mind and body
as active as youth and vigorous as manhood—how could he
fail to be one of the chief actors in the drama of the age, and
leave his own deep impress on all future time? - But, he rests.
from his labors and his works de follow him. You will all at,
once suppose that he of whom I speak is that profound philos-
opher, mighty orator, great theologian, laborious minister,
humble christian, and noble man —CuALMERs.

I propose, my hearers, to notice some of the leading inci-
dents in the life and death of Chalmers, and some of his pro-
minent mental and moral characteristics, as illystrating the
text. 'This will be a most striking illustration, for it was em-
phatically this great man’s piety, his righteousness, which call-
ed out his mighty pewers—his #¢ghteousness which made him,
what he was—his righteousness: which will cause him *to be
in everlasting remembrance.” I will take this course, not for
the purpose of eulogizing the dead. He who is now seated on
one of the highest thrones of the New Jerusalem, needs not
the incense of human praise. I will do this, that the world
may see what a christian God semetimes raises up among memn,
and christians be stimulated atresh in the service of Christ..

‘Tuomas CuaLMers was born in Anstruther, Scotland, in
March, 1780. He was educated at St. Andrew’s University.
While there,he showed a very strong passion for the physical
sciences, and made great attainments-in .mathematics, astron-
omy, chemistry, and some branches of natural history. When
he became a minister, he first preached at Cavers, in the south
of §cotland. - In 1803, he took charge of the parish of Kilmany,
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4n his native county. Up to this time, though a christian min-
_ Ister, he was not a christian—though a preacher of the Gospel,
" he was a stran ger to its regenerating power. Ile was correct
and exemplary in his deportment He inveighed against vice
and - immorality. He preached morality, benevolence, and
amiability, and was himself a bright pattern of these virtues.
- Still, he knew not Jesus Christ, and was “in the gall of bit-
terness and the bonds of iniquity.”” Having much leisure,
science more than lis Bible was his study, and nature, more
than nature’s God. He might be seen, with the eye of an as-
tronomer, gazing, in the bright sky of Fifeshire, at the stars.
Or he might be found traversing the beautiful hills and valleys
_of Kilmany, with his box and hammer, gathering flowers and
collecting minerals, and returning loaded with specimens of
each. He could study with sublime rapture the magnificence
~of the heavens, and view with poetic enthusiasm the wonders
of nature, and the beautiful and splendid prospects around
him.. But his eye had - not yet been kindled, and his mind
. roused, and his heart filled, by the infinite glories of God and
Christ, by their infinite love to him, and hlS supreme love to
them. :

When writing for an’ Ency clopodla, vnth chrlstlamty for his
subject, the great epoch of his life occurred—the mighty
change of his regeneration took place. And if, as we read,
angelic messengers. bearon high, with wings swifter than hght
the news of any sinner’s repentance, and the angehc throng
make the mansions of bliss ring with their rejoicings over any
such event, then, methinks, could the angel, who carried above
the tidings of Chalmers’ conversion, have foreseen what a
christian and minister he would become, what good he would
do, that angel would have mounted wpward to the skies on’
swifter wing than he was wont, and heaven would have ut-
tered shouts of rapture seldom heard, even in glory. .

Then it was that the god-like giant within him was- waked
up; and began to put forth his might. Then it was that his
eye began to shoot forth its burning brightness, and his mind
to show its mighty powers, and his heart to fill up and swell
out to its vast dimensions. From: that day he saw with new
eyes, he thought with a new mind, and felt with a'new heart.
He was a new being, and all things were new to him. The
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stars and the earth were new, God and man were new, time
and eternity were new. His whole self, his intellect, his ima-
gination, his heart, his bedy, were all set on firc—set on fire
by the glories of God and Chlrist, the worth of the soul, and
the grandeur of eteinity, and kept on {ive by the Spirit of God,
and loxe to Cod and man. Thus Chalmers, like the sun him-
self, burnt and blazed, arnd scattered light and heat for more
than one generation, without growing dimwmer or smaller,
growing brighter and larger to the last.

After laboring twelve years in Kilmany, in the year 1815, he
was settled over the Tron church in Glasgow. In this city,
the commercial met opohs of Scotland, he sustained, for eight
years; as brilliant a series -of sermons as probably ever fell
from the lips of any one man. With &Il the ardor and bold-
ness of his nature he held up the cross, and, whatever was his
subject, Jesus Christ and him erucified were the soul of his dis-
course. To commercial scif-importance he proclaimed the
commercial principles of the Bible; to infidel philosophy, the
philosophy of the gospel; to aristocratic hauteur, the humility
of the cross; and from mere worldly refinement and elegance
he tore off its tinselled embroidery,'and exposed its deformity
and pollution in the light of the judgment. He poured forth,
like streams of red hot lava, the humiliating doctrines of the
cross, total depravity, regeneration by the Spirit, justification
by faith, salvation by grace, and an'endless hell, upon gather-
ed throngs of titled lords, and cold philosophers, and merchant
princes, and gay fashionables. There, by these self-consum-
ing labors, Dr. Chalmers did a great work, and laid the foun-
dation of those grand results now witnessed—a christianized
philosophy, an evangelical . practical christianity, and a Free
church.

He was next taken to the chair of Moral Phl]osophy in the
University of St. Andrews. There he taught the morals of
the Bible to crowds of enthusiastic youth. Here he implanted
the principles of christian ethics in many noble minds, and
sent them forth from college walls on errands of love to man,
and labor for Christ.

Dr. Chalmers was then called to Edinburgh, and sat in the
Divinity chair of its college. He had come from the peasants
of Kilmany, and the merchants of Glasgow, and the students
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of St. Andrews. . Now he was to be the theologicul teacher of
the divinity students of the Scottish church, and brought into
close contact with the literati and philosophers of the Scottish
nation. Here he labored, infusing an evangelical faith and an
-evangelical spirit into the minds and hearts of his students
and his audiences, and creating that centhusiasm and public
excitement which followed him wherever he went, whatever
he did—till the disruption of the Iree church from the state.
. "'This grand event occuarred in May, 1843. 'l'he state had
asserted the right to force the people to support a minister
whom the people werc unwilling to have. Many ministers,
elders, and private members, were then resolved not to bow to
such unrighteous usurpation. The winter before the meeting
of the General Assembly in May, 1843, was spent in prepar-
ing for a final and pubiic separation, from the Established
¢hurch; and -a formal organization of.the Free.© When the
General Assemb]y, met at that time, there was witnessed a
scene of moral sublimity, seldom scen on earth. 'The repre-
sentative of the British crown had come with all the pomp and
-pageantry of royalty, and taken his-seat in that venerable. bo-
dy. The lord had come from his ancestral halls, the philoso-
pher from his study, the merchant from lLis counting-room, the
mechanic from his shop, the farmer from his plough, and wo-
man from her splendid mansion and humble cottage, to witness
what was there to.occur. Within the spacious edifice, there:
‘was one dense mass of anxious spectators, and solemn actors
in--the sublime transaction. Without, there were gathered
thousands eagerly- waiting the final issue.  Within, there were
hundreds of ministers and clders ready, at the appointed hour,
_ te come out from the Established church, which they loved so
welly and give up their livings, and turn their backs on the
kirks and manses where they and their . fathers had lived and.
" worshipped, and their ancestors lay buried. That mement
had arrived, and this noble band in solemn procession leave
that place where they had so often met, and, as they come-
forth, are greeted with the rapturous acclamations.of the
multitudes without.” They march in silent majesty, amidst
thronging thousands, and waving .handkerchiefs and- joyous
shoutings, to the room. prepared for their reception. There,

'
S . , \
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with all the solemnity of eternity, they orgamzed the Free
Church of Scotland.

The soul of all these glorious movements was Chalmers.
There he stood, the hoary-headed veteran, with the scars.and
wrinkles and weather-beaten features of his thirty years’ cam-
paigns in the service of that church, but with his eye undim-
med, and his mind unimpaired, and hlS spirits unbroken, and
his natural force unabated. Dear to him as that church was,
dear to him as was his divinity professorship, he cheerfully
renounces them all, he buckles on his armor afresh, and, with
all the enthusiasm of ‘a youthful warrior, attempered by the
wisdom and resolution of an old one, marches forth at the
head of that noble little bahd which then did, and has since
done battle so gloriously, for God and for man, for Scotland
and the world. ‘

Great as Dr. Chalmers then was, hlgh as he was, he had
not yet reached the climax of his greatness. With the moun-
tain weight of the Free church resting mainly upon his shoul-
ders, he comes down from the height of his talents and fame,
goes to the suburbs of Edinburgh, visits its most degraded
population, preaches to them Jesus; gathers them into
schools, and provides for them a minister and a sanctuary.—
This was the pinnacle of his goodness and greatness, that he
purposed to retire from all his high places, thinking his work
there done, and devote himself, as a city missionary; to these
‘West Port poor.

Yes, his work was done, and the Master took him homes
In May last, during the session of the General Assembly, they
found him one morning sitting lifeless in his bed, with his wri«
ting materials around him., Thus he died, working to the last;
found dead, but with his harness on, and his hand to the work.
That announcement stunned the General Assembly. Scotland
wept for him as her greatest, best man. One hundred thous
sand of her sons and daughters followed him to his grave.—
The christian world put on sackcloth. ~ And Chalmers is now
another name for transcendent talents, glorxoue deeds, and ex-
alted, humble piety.

I have taken up 30 much time in giving this brief sketch of
this great man’s life, that I have but little space left for sketch-
ing his mental and moral characteristics. Had I the ability to
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do it; I should not deem the present occasion the fitting ‘oné
for a nice and profound analysis of the lights and shades of his
inner man. Thattask.I leave to these competent to it. All
that I shall attempt is, some hasty outlines of his promment
features. :
Any one atall acquamted with the writings of Dr. Chalmers
has noticed these striking pecaliarities, p;qfound comprehen:
stve reasoning, glowing, cubl‘zme tmagination,and intense, burn-
ing passion; He possessed each of these qualities ina degree
sufficient to make him distinguished. Their combination; as
he had.them, made him unequalled, in this respect, in this age,
perhaps unsurpassed in any age. His reasoning is remarkable
. for strength, depth, and compass. It moved to its object with
the firm step, and striding gait, and powerful arm of a giant.
It took no ordinary giant to pull down what that intellect had
once built up. His elaborate arguments are like those struc-
tures of by-gone ages which still stand, bidding defiance’
to the power of man, the: war of eclements, and the ravages:
of time. There was depth too in that reason. It were an
easy thing for him to dive down tg the bottom of the ocean,
and bring up pearls and diamonds, and discover the coral reefs
and ludden treasures of.the deep. There was comprehensive-’
ness also. It seemed no task for his reasonings.to traverse'the
fields of ndture, philosophy, morals, and theology, and- take
them all in,-and link them together as one whole. . While this
was true, he has not shown an equal power for refined; meta-
» ?hysical discrimination. He was not equal to Robert Hall in’
‘shining on the angles of a thought.”” He was not such a me-
taphysician as. Edwards He has himself most beautifully
contrasted the telescope and microscope. His mind was more:
telescopic than microscopic, better fitted to.view and bring:
down to view far off magnificent worlds from the skies, than-
to examine the millions of animalcula in that little world be-.
fore the eye—a rain drop. -
Dr. Chalmers’ zmagmatzon ‘was creative; it. ‘made its own
world, and” lived in its own world, and endowed every thing
with life and motion. It was generally sublime, brilliant,
beautiful, often gorgeous, sometimes tender. Ithink ofitasI
gaze upon the summer’s sunset, with its mountains. of white
and golden cloud, its varied ant splendid.hues, its. ¢olumns of -
(&) .
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light flashing upward to the skies, and all subsiding into the
roseate and orange tints of twilight. :

Chalmers’ passion was always intense and buraing, often of
a red heat, sometimes of a white heat. It was passion in the
highest and noblest sense-—a noble soul wholly inflamed by
an infinitely glorious object. The great wonder is, that 1t did
not burn itself up, and its possessor too, long before he reach-
ed his three-score years and seven. But, God was in the
burning bush, and kept it burning, for his own glory, without
being consumed.

These three mental qualities, of which I have spoken, had
this striking peculiarity—they did not in turn each work
awhile, and leave the others to rest. They all always worked
together. Dr.Chalmers’ rezsoning was essentially imaginative,
and his imagination reasoning, and his passion set on fire, and
kept on fire, both reasen and imagination. He did not now
let the reason think, and now let the imagination soar, and
now let passion play. All, reason, imagination, and passion,
always at once and together, worked up and wrought out his
thoughts. :

Of this great man’s eloguence it is unnecessary to speak.
That he was truly, sublimely eloquent, no one need read ma-
ny pages of his writings to see. 'T'he fact, that he drew around
him with undiminished enthusiasm for thirty years gathered
throngs from the lord to the peéasant, proves that he must have
been one. of the greatest orators that ever lived. He reminds
us of those magnificent organs of the old world, filling those
vast cathedrals with their majestic and varied music. Thus the
peals of his eloquence will float on, swelling along the aisles
of time, to the end of the world.

- Another most remariable feature in Chalmers’ mental con-
stitution, was the combination of talents which he possessed.
He was at once the great preacher and the tender judicious
pastor—the profound philosopher, laying out great schemes in
his study,and the common sense workman carrying them outin
practice—the philosophical legislator and the practical govern-
or—the oratorswayingrapt audiences of lords and philosophers,
and the playmate of children calling forth their ringing laugh.

Nor mast I fail to notice his industry, as constant as the re-.
turn of day—his energy, as untiring as the sun in his circuit
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through the heavens—and his Pelbe\ e‘ance, as indomitable as
the will of fate,

Above all, I would delight to speak of his heart, so noble
by nature, and so ennooled by grace. Its vast dimensions
were filled, to overflowing, with love to God and man. This
was the soul of his Jife, and the secret of his greatness. This
love ever beamed from his eye, spoke from his hps, shone
from his face, and acluated all his conduct. This is the key
to unlack his character. His life and his death show that his
piety was at once sublime and deep, intellectual and heart-
felt, angelic and childlike.

i rmght now speak of thls great man’s ueﬁcxenmes, the de-
fects of his style of writing and mode of logic, and bis inferi-
orty in some respects to other great men.  But I prefer, on the
present.occasion, to stand and gaze on the splendor of the sun,

~ without taking down the telescope to.look at his spats.

- Such was Thomas Chalmers. Thus he lived, and thus he
dxed .While his record is on high, he shall also be in ever-
lasting remembrance below. His works will be read with
pleasure and profit, to the end of time. . His name will be en-
shrined in the heart of all coming ages, as.one of the greatest
and best of our race. His monument is imperishable—the
Free Church of Scotland.

Infidel, let a Chalmers, in his bowing like a child to the
teachings of the Bible, in his life and death, prove to you the
divinity of the Scriptures. Sinner, let a Chalmers,.in his zeal
fop.his_ov}n soul, and the souls of others, show you the worth
of your soul, and the hazard of another moment’s impenitence.’
_Christian, let a Chalmers, in his example, teach you how you
should love God and man; how you should spend and be spent
for Christ and souls. o

FO U U S

Dr. ¥. W. Krummacher, in a recent number of his “Palm-
blatter,” gives the gratifying intelligence that the theology of
Germany, which for so long a time has persisted almost whol«
ly in denying the fundamental truths of Christianity, is now
approaching a purer. faith, and becommg reconciled - with the
Gospel. In nearly all her great universities the science of
true theology is making rapid advances.—/American Messenger.
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Reminiscences of our Venerable Church.
SCOTLAND’S FIRST MARTYR OF THE REFORMATION.,

I~ these reminiscences, we have attended to no particular
historical order, partly because we cared to write most of those
events with which our memory had been lately vefreshed; and
partly because we knew not when we wrote one that ever an-
other would be added. There is not a portion of the history
of the true church, whether pertaining to those branches whick
never came under the Roman yoke, or to those which boldly
broke its bands asunder at the Reformation, but is highly inte-
resting, shewing as it all does, the leqdmoq of the fold by the
Great Shephem througly the wilderness. But to the Calvinis-
tic Presbyterian famlly it is natural that the portion of Zion
with which it is most closely connected should have the gtea*
¢r claim upon its attention. , :

In the foregoing reminiscences, we have been among the
hills and glens of ‘Scotland.” We might have found sketches
equally as interesting gathered from among the Alpin'e heights
of Switzerland, in the region of Plymouth Rcck or in the set:
tlements of North Caxolma Yet for various reasons, we > pre-
fer to linger still in the land of the heather.

It is well ta look back on the p'xst, and compare it with the
present,and see its bearing thereon. It is well for us to be-
come familiar with the histories of those, who bared their bo-

" soms to the storm of man’s wrath, rather than yield one iota of
God’s truth, and who met the weapons of their own foes, and
those of their beloved church,only with-those of the true chris-
tian—“The Word of God,” ““Preaching the Gospel,” “Rea-

" sonings out of the Scriptures,” “Confessions of Faith,” “Co-

venants,” ¢“Protests,” “Testimonies,” and though last, not
least, “Praver.’? Such is the armor of righteousness on the
right hand and on the left, which true christians wear in the
battles of the Lord, whether they be with'the powers of this
world—whether they be with false or mistaken brethren—or
whether they be with “principa]‘tim and powers,” the devil
and his angels, who are a man’s worst foes, because they are
of his own household, even of his own heart. With such an
‘armor the soul will come away. unscathed, whatever may hap-
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pen to-the poor frail tenement—which, also, i spite of man's
pr devil’s wrath,; will make a noble resurrection.

While we look at these reminiscences, may we also look in-
to our own hearts. Are we willing to suffer all things, so that
Jesus may be glorified? Are we never ashamed of the gospel?
Have we “renounced the devil and all his works?”’ and has
our covenant of renunciation been solemnly kept? VWhile we
look at those noble men of old, who “cared not whether their
bodies rotted in the air or the earth’” so that God was glorified,
do we feel that we too are willing to give up all for our reli-
gion? - Ah! do not the young members sometimes stagger at
the giving up a little fashionable amusement for Christ?  And
do not older members linger before the ““ golden calf 7 Are not
soine of us willing to give up ughleou»ness ttself, rather than
be classed by fools with the over-tighteous? Have we, of the
boasted nineteenth century, as real moral courage as the heroes
of the past? And, verily, now as then, such courage is neces-
sary; nay ¢ is ours, if we have passed from death unto life.

Sailing on the Firth of Forth, in the rapid steamer which
daily takes its freight of passengers from Edinburgh to Dun-
dee, we skirt the peninsulatr county of IVife, and pass its old
seaport towns and fishing villages, many of which-are rich if
historical associations, and famous as the birth-places of emi-

nent men. ~First in sight is Kirkaldy, the native town of Dr.
Adam Smith,and it may be that.on that very sea-heach the
embryo thoughts were first in cogitation, which in after years
sought “The Nature and Cause of the Wealth of Nations.””—
On we sail, and passing Dysart, &c., we come to Anstruather,
the birth-place of Thomas Chalmers, one whom Scotland, nay
whom Christendom can never cease to revere. But the Firth
widens into the mighty sea, ard now we are nearing the scene

‘of his schoolboy-days, and also of his later labors, when the

University’s chair of Moral Philosophy was filled by him,
“and ethics were evangelized, and love to God warmed the
atmosphere of his crowded-class-room.”> 'We steer through the
stormy bay, and rest for awhile in the old town of St, Andrews,

" In far-back times this place was often called *“‘the metropolis
of the kingdom of darkuness,” and truly whén we turn over
the pages of history, we wonder not at the title. A few iters . -
from these pages will be the theme of the'present paper, after
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first taking a peep at the locality, and especially at the ruins
of the oid cathedral, which witnessed the sufferings of so ma-
ny martyrs.

These ancient ruins stand near the town, and immediately
above the rocky beach which frowns in zicndeur on the tum-

bling waves of the German acean. in(; consist of fragments
of the east and west ends of a.wall measuring 180 feet lohg
and 30 feet hich, all that for several centuries has been left of-
what in Popish times was the metropolitan church of Scotland.
This retreat of superstition was built in the 12th and 13th cen-
turies, and no one can visit that place who is at all acquainted
with his church’s history, but must feel deeply solemn.

We find that about the year of cur Lord 431, the#‘Scots are
mentioned as believing in Christ.” These christians were call-
ed Caldees. Their college and their home of safety from the
versecuting heathen, was on the island of* Iona; and in their
church government there was no distinction between an ordain-
ed presbyter and an ordained bishop. While this simple form
of christianity was making rapid progress, Popery appeared,
and gradually usurped the place of the Caldee presbyter. A
long night of darkness succeeded. Yet the Lord left not him-
self without witnesses; for we find at the end of a thousand
years the tenets of the Caldees were still preserved by a sect
of religionists then called Lollards, who, in the year 1492,
(before the Reformation,) were enduring persecution from
the haughty prelates.

In 1517 the sun of the Reformation rose on Germany, and
in ten years afterwards its light extended to Scotland. How
hateful was that light to a carnal priesthood—how cheering to
the praying few who had so long been stretching forth their
hands, imploring help in the thick darkness.

The first martyr was a noble victim—noble in birth, in ta-
lents, in education, in virtues, and it is with feelings of intense
admiration that we turn our thoughts to Patrick H'umlton.
This amiable and accomplished young gentleman, born in the
year 1504, was near]y allied to the royal fnml), his mother
being first cousin to James IV. By his relations he was de-
swned for the church, and the Abbacy of Ferne was conferred
on him ere he was out of childhood—a foretaste of the wealth
and honors to which he might aspire. His friends anticipated
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for him a.brilliant career of worldly pomp. Al! Lhow much
more noble, how sublime was the career prepdred for him by
the Lord his God.

Little is known of kis childhood school-days,but it is thought
that he was sent to the University of St. Andrews, where he
was a fellow-student ‘of John Knox, and both studied under
the celebrated John Mair, who, though not a reformer, yet; by’
his nice discrimination, and his liberal modes of thinking,
taught many things which were calcuiated to excite a spirit of
enquiry among his pupils. What means were used for the
enlightening of the mind of Hamilton we do not know. Be-
ing high-born and wealthy, he may have managed to procure
some of the writings of the German reformers. Be that as it
may, ere he left the University, he had found the Saviour—
had learned the glorious truth of justification- thlou'rh the
righteousness of Chnst alone. Very soon his altered manner
and language drew upon him the suspicion of a corrupt, ambi-
tious, and ignorant priesthood. But as his influence was not
yet of consequence, and being only twenty-two, under the age
to receive ordination, he was allowed to follow the bent of his
inclination, and travel.. To obtain a more complete knowledge
of -the doctrines of the Reformation; he resolved to visit the
continent, and- ih 1526 he left his country, taking with him
three attendants. At Wittemberg he was soon honored with
the friendship of Luther and Melancthon. Here this noble
youth might have spent his days in safety and usefulness, but
his beloved country—her church’s welfare, lay near his heart,
and so, making his visit as brief as possxble, he returned to

Scotland the following year.
~The return of Patrick Hamilton caused a great sensation.
His instrdetions were listened to with absorbing attention, and
the doctrines he taught spread rapidly through the kingdom.
His leatning, hiseloquence, the eleg'\nce of his youthful per-
son, the -persuasive graces of his winning manners, made his
influence irresistible. . Archbishop. Benton was at that time
primate of the church, and chancellor of the kingdom.  He
and the other priests saw,in a very short- time, that either
Hamilton or their cause must perish, and at once, in the spmt
‘of fiends, proceeded on their-plan of murder.. - .

Their first step was to deceive the young king; who, no

ey
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doubt, admired his talented relative, and who might have pre-
vented the exetution of their plans, Accordingly, with their
priéstly influciice, they contrived to send him on a pilgrimage
to a distant part of the country, while they invited Hamilton
to St. Andrews, pretendinhg to wish to have a free conference
with him on the subject of religion.  Unsuspicious of any sin-
ister design, he at once repaired to the place appointed; but
no sooner h'ld he done so than he was arrested and imprisoned.
The next day he was brought before the archbishop and other
dignitaries-of the church, and there charged with promoting
heresy. The doctrines for which he was condemned to die,
and all his property to be confiscated, were the following:
¢“1st. That the corruption- of sin remains in chlldlen after
their baptism. -
¢2d. That no man is without sin as long as he lives.

¢3d. Thkat no man, by the mere. power of lus free will, can
do good. )

“4th. That every christian may know whather or not he is
in a state of grace.
© “bth, That a man is not justified by works, but by faith only.

“gth. That good works make not a man good; but that a good
man doth good worls,and that an ill man doth ill works, &ec."
“ ¢¢7th. That faith, hope ahd charity, are so linked together,
that he who hath one hath all, and he who lacketh one lack-
eth all. .

“8th That when God’s grace is wlthdra\\ 'n, man cannot but
sin”? :
Other five charges were added —“1st. That auricular con-
fession is not necessary to salvation. 2d. That penance can-
not purchase the remission of sins. 3d. That there is no pur-
gatory. 4th. That the holy patriarchs were in heaven before
Christ’s passion. And 5th. That the Pope is Antichrist, and
that every minister has as much power as he.”’

~We may imagine how these wicked accusers “gnashed-on
him with their teeth,” as he stood hefore them, a second Ste-
phen, and boldly confessed his glorious faith, ““argued with
his judges, and defended his opinions with modest firmness.”’
They could not bear the sightof him, and, afraid lest some
suddden intercession would be made for his hfe} they humed
him to the stake ere the sun had set.
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In the mean time, while an bour intervened between the
" eondemnation and execution, a priest named Aless, of heart
‘more tender than his brethren, pitving the youth of Hamilton,
and perhdps struck with the truth of his doctrines, visited him
and tried to reclaim him to the bosom of the Romish church—
but in vain. Aless came aw ay staggered by the arguments
of the. martyr, and beholding his constancy even to death, ke
was convinced and converled, and narrowly e~caped martyrdom,
by embarking in a vessel for Germany.

But we must particularize the clo.»m;; scene. - The combus-
tibles being prepared before the old College, Hamilton walked
out with a firm step. Having approached the stake, he put off
his outer garments and case them to his faithful domestic, who
had long waited on him. “This stuff,”? said he, “m]l not
help me in the fire, yet will do thee some good. I have no
more to leave thee, but the example of my death, which I pray
thee keep in mind; for, albeit the same be bitter and painful in
man’sjudgment, yet it is the entrance to everlasting life, which
none can inherit who deny Christ before this wicked. genera-
tion,”. -The martyr then raised his eyes to heaven in.silent
devotion, while the executioners bound him-to the stake. A
match was laid to the train of cunpowder, by which:it was te
be lighted. This was ineffectual, and the explosion scorched
his face and hands. While his raurderers were bringing more
powder, in this painful situation he addressed the spectators,
and bésought them to seek salvation through Christ. Mean-
time one friar Campbell interrupted him, calling upon him to
recant, to pray to “Our Lady”—to say ‘‘Salve Regina.”” " At
first Hamilton treated this with silencej then, as if indignant,
he turned towards him, and with a distirct voite said,.*“Thou .
wicked man, thou knowest I am nota heretic, and that it is
the truth of God fot which I now suffer;—so much didst thou
confess to me 1n private, and therefore I appeal to thee to an-
swer for this thy hypocrisy before-the judgment seat of Christ.”

By this-time, however, the train was again prepared, and the
fire kindled. Hamilton was speedily enveloped in flames,
The noble martyr stretched out his hands to heaven, and these
his last words' were heard distinctly:—*How long, O Lord,
_shall darkness cover this realm? How long wilt thou suﬁ'er
this tyranny7of men? Lord Jesis roceive my spirit!? .
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Thus died Patrick Hamilton, on the last day of February,
1528, in his twenty-fourth year, and we close with the beauti-
ful remarks of Hethrington:—¢He died a victim to the malice
and treachery of the Popish priesthood; but his deatk did more
to recommend the cause for which he suffered to the heart of
Scotland, than could have been accomplished by a lengthened
life—as a sudden flash of lightning at once rends the gnarled
oak of a thousand years, and yields a glimpse of the strong
glories of heaven.” ‘ M.

(Jhu:,uan Educalwn.

Tuat the state owes a good educatlon to every one of her
children, is a maxim that has been so often asserted and re-
peated, as to become almost proverbial. And the only ques-
tions that can now be raised in reference to this subject are—
what is a good education, and how can the state give it, in
the best manner, to all of her children? It is not my- purpose
now to enter into any discussion of either of these questions,
so far as the state is concerned; but I propose to examine the
same maxim in reference to the visible church of the Lord Je-
sus Christ: For whatever may be thought of the preceding
sentiment in reference to the state, I hold it to be a fact, sus-
ceptible of the highest possible proof, that the church of the
Lord Jesus Christ owes a good christian education to all of her
children.

It will hardly be denied that children,according to the Scrip-
tures, are naturally the enemies of God, and have no pleasure
in the knowledge of his ways, and that they are ignorant both
of their responsibility and duty to God. Reason, therefore,
and scripture, the perpetuity, purity and honor of the church,
and the glory of God, demand that the church should fully in.
struct all of her children in the revealed will of Jehovah. And
she is under obligation so to teach, through the instrumentali-
ty of the parents, teachers and ministers under her care. If
there be any of the readers of this paper who deny that chil-
dren have the character attributed to them above, to them I
have nothing to say at present. I -design to argue upon that
as an admitted position. By all who believe the Bible it will
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be admitted that the revealed will of God is calculated to en-
lighten the mind, and make mankind acquainted with their
true condition and their duty to God. When the question
was asked, by what means a young man should cleanse his
way? God directed David to say, ‘by taking heed thereto
according to Thy word.” And to say again, “the law of the
. Lord is perfect, converting the soul.” And still again, “thy
word is a light unto my feet and a lamp to my path.” And it
is the same God that directed Paul to congratulate Txmothy
upon the fact, that from childhood he had known the Holy
Scriptures, which were able to make him wise unto salvation;
and also to congratulate him-so warmly on that other fact, that
he had been so carefully taught these things, by his mother
Lois, and his grandmother Eumce‘

Now, if the preceding be true, it will be admitted that rea-
son, scripture, the interests of the church, and the glory of
God, demand that children shall be fully taught in the Scrip-
tu_res. Taught, not simply to read them as an almanac, but,
* like Timothy, to know the Holy Scriptures, that they may
understand and feel their duty and responsibility to God.

Still, all these posmons may be admitted, and yet the ques-
tions. arise—what is christian education? and when, where,
and by whom is it to be imparted? These questions, there-
fore, I propose to answer. And now,

- What is christian education? ‘

It is teaching children and youth a knowledge of their na-
ture by sin—their ruin by the fall—their responsibility to God
—their absolute need of a change of heart—their only hope of
salvation through Christ Jesus,——that they are dead in sin, and

*Jesus Christ alone can give them life,—that without holmess
none shall see the Lord, and that the.Holy Ghost is the sanc-
tifier. Such are the topics upon which they are to receive in-
struction.

The manner of this mstructlon is beautifully and powerfully
set forth by Solomon in ten words—“Train up a child in the
way he should go;”” and by the Apostle Paul, in a single line
~—bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.

~ I'need