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Calvinism, its History.*

By JAnias, MoGuay.
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In the ﬁrs‘t‘.r‘ﬁixh%'gi‘-pf ot ¥agazine, for the year just closed,
the author of the present article gave an exposition of the Cal-
vinistic doctrines, as he understood and believed them. In do-
ing soy in order fully and fairly to bring out his own views, (as
he wrote only in his own name,) he touched upon some points,
in regard to which true Calvinists differ. Perhaps he should
have mentioned what these particulars were, as they passed in
review. As it did not occur to him at the time, to do this, he
would now state, that many sound defenders of Calvin do not
adopt the opinions which the writer expressed respecting God’s
permitting or suffering the existence of sin, and that some take
higher and some lower ground than he does on most of our pe-
culiar doctrines. Since, however, he explicitly observed, in
the outset, that he wrote solely *“in his own name, and his own
way,” no one but himself could be held responsible for what
he says. In the article referred to, the history of Calvinism
was reserved for some future time. Circumstances have led
the writer to put off considering the latter part of his subject
till the first number of our second year.

We do not, as some would seem to imagine, look back to
Calvin as the founder of our sect, or as the oracle of our creed.
We simply regard him as the one who first reduced our dis-

*The facts stated in this article are almost exclusively taken from a
chapter in Hill’s Divinity, on the history of Calvicism.



2 CALVINISM,

tinctive tenets to a complete system, and also as one of its
ablest and best defenders. 'We do not pretend to hold all his
views, just as he held them; nor do we attempt to justify all
his conduct, though we think some parts of it defensible which
his enemies have assailed with the greatest malignity. We go
to God, as the author of our doctrines and the founder of our
sect. We go to the Bible, as the oracle of our peculiar belief.
‘We go to the Lord Jesus Christ and the apostle Paul,as the
great expositors of our faith. Therefore, in giving the history
of Calvinism, we trace it back to the eternal throne, we take
our starting point from the Bible. We do not find our doc-
trines all reduced to a perfect system in the Scriptures, as we
have them in our “Confession of Faith.”” All the parts of our
ereed are in the Sacred Vol;;me,«.nd man has only brought the
parts together, and formed them into a whole.

The Christian .wyiters of the first four centuries of the Chris-
tian era do not .Seem tc have sd)‘scussed rlee:ply the points
under consxderatlon, and it is not known, therefore, what were
their views, or whether they had any definite scheme. In the
fifth century, however, we find the Calvinistic belief substan-
tially set forth and defended by the learned, able, and pious
Augustine, Bishop of Hippo, in Africa. He is justly regarded
as the first of the Christian fathers, for his learning, talents,
and piety. In his youth, he had been extremely abandoned,
but, in answer to the prayers and instructions of a pious mo-
ther, he was reclaimed and converted, and became one of the
brightest ornaments and greatest blessings of the church in his
age. Origen, also one of the most distinguished of the Chris- -
tian fathers, had written much against a heretical sect called
Manicheans. His works were extensively circulated, and had
much authority. Pelagius, a native of England, made the
wrilings of Origen his chief study while residing at Rome, in
the beginning of the fifth century. He drew from thence the
fundamental principle of his creed, which destroys the doc-
trine of total depravity. To overthrow the dangerous errors
of Pelagius, Augustine wrote voluminously, and in his produc-
tions we find substantially those views of predestination and
grace, which are called Calvinistic.

From the days of Augustine,two different systems of predes-
tination have been advocated in the church. These two
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schemes, that of Augustine, and that of Pelagius modified
by his successors, had their advocates and opponents for seve-
ral centuries. The questions thus agitated were buried, for a
long time, in the might of the middle ages. They were at
length revived, however, in the thirteenth and fourteenth cen-
turies, by Thomas Aquinas, and Joannes Scotus. The former
defended the system of Augustine, and the latter supported
one similar to that now oppesed to Calvin. These writers,
however, multiplied words beyond their distinct thoughts, and
only involved. in greater darkness many difficult subjects. In
the sixteenth century, the corruptions of the Church of Rome
had reached such a height, that they were violently assailed
by Martin Luthur, a friar of the order of St. Austin. Luther
had been educated in the opinions of Aungustine. To these
he adhered, and was therefore Calvinistic in his creed. Me-
lancthon, Luthur’s coadjutor, and in a great measure his suc-
cessor, modified the doctrines of the great leader of the Refor-
mation, and these are the views generally adopted by the Lu-
theran Church,

John Calvin, a native of France, seéttled in Geneva in the
year 1541, and labored there till his death in 1564. He took
the tenets of Augustine, reduced them to a more complete
system, expounded them more clearly, and defended them
most ably. Hence, Calvin’s name was given to that scheme
which he taught, and which he professed to have learned from
Augustine.

Calvin’s learning, ability and industry, exerted a. powerful
influence in promoting the Reformation in Switzerland, begun
and carried forward by Zwingle. Owing to the numerous wri-
tings of Calvin, and the multitudes that flocked to his univer-
sity at Geneva, his peculiar creed was widely disseminated,
and was adopted by most Christians who left the Church of
Rome.

John Knox, the father of the Reformation in Scotland, visit-
ed Calvin and embraced his views. Knox formed the consti-
tution of the Church of Scotland on the plan of the ecclesiasti-
cal organization, which Calvin established at Geneva, and in-
troduced all the tenets call Calvinistic. And, to this day>

Scotland is one of the most thoroughly Calvinistic countries in
the -world.
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In England, the first reformers adopted the form of worship
and the ecclesiastical government of the Lutheran Churches,
But in the days of Queen Elizabeth, the doctrines of Calvin
were highly esteemed, were taught in the English universities
and were the belief of the clergy who prepared the thirty-nine
articles, which are the Confession of Faith of the Church of

~England. The seventeenth article of the creed of the Episco-

pal Church is strongly Calvinistic, and was drawn up by Cal-
vinistic ministers. I will quote a part of what it says:—
“Predestination to life is the everlasting purpose of God,
whereby (before the foundations of the world were laid,) he
hath constantly decreed by his counsel, secret to us, to deliver
from curse and damnation those whom he hath chosen in

‘Christ out of mankind, and to bring them by Christ to everlast-

ing salvation, as vessels made to honor. Wherefore, they
which be endued with so excellent a benefit of God, be called
according to God’s purpose, by his spirit working in due sea-
son: they through grace obey the calling: they be justified free-
ly: they be made sons of God by adoption: they be made like
the image of his only begotten son Jesus Christ: they walk re-
ligiously in good works; and at length, by God’s mercy they
attain to everlasting felicity.”” Still, many ministers of the
Protestant Episcopal Church maintain that this language is not
inconsistent with Arminianism.

About the beginning of the seventeenth century, Arminius,
Professor of Divinity in the University of Leyden, began to
write against the doctrines of Calvin. He was a man of great
ability, eloguence, and learning. His mind was clear, strong,
and comprehensive. He was not disposed to rest in the opin-
ions of others. He thought for himself. Though educated in
the Calvinistic faith, he early entertained doubts of its
truth. 'When he became professor of divinity, he taught the
system opposed to Calvin’s, and reduced it to a scientific form.
It took, therefore, the name of Arminius, and is called Armini-
anism. It spread among the Lutheran churches. After the
death of Arminius in 1609, the hold which his opinions had
taken on the minds of men, and the zeal with which they were
propagated, immediately produced great excitement. The
controversy was mingled with politics. Many conferences
were held between the Calvinists and Arminians to reconcile
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 deputies from several countries, Germany, Britain, and

ers, met at Dort, a town in South Holland. This assembly

is known in ecclesiastical history, as the Synod of Dort. The
learned and eloquent Episcopius, the successor of Arminius,
undertook the defence of the. Arminians. Episcopius and his
adherents were dissatisfied with the course of procedure which
the Synod proposed to pursue, and in consequence, refused to
submit to the direction of that body. They were, for this rea-
son, excluded from the sitting of the assembly. After many
meefings, the Arminian creed was formally condemned as he-
retical. In consequence of this judgment of the Synod, the
. Arminians were excommunicated, and, at first, obliged to leave
their possessions in the United Provinces. They were after-
wards permitted to return,’and they are now allowed several
churches in different cities of Holland. The British divines
gave their assent to the decrees of this Synod. This proves
that the clergy of England were at this time Calvinistic in their
creed. Soon, however, a great change was produced among
the ministers of the Church of England. In those civil com-
motions which began to oceur about this time, Calvinism be-
came identified with republicanism. ThePuritans, who brought
about the great revolution in England in favor of free institu-
tions, were strong Calvinists. Their Colvinism and republi-
canism went together. The clergy of the English church were
devotedly attached to monarchy, and violently opposed to a
republican form of government. They generally became Ar- -
minian, the more completely to separate themselves from those.
whose love of civil liberty and the Calvinistic faith went to-
gether.  Thus, in that great revolution which did so much to
gain and secure that political freedom which England now has,
Calvinism was identified with republicantism, and Arminianism
with monarchy. The Puritans, driven away by religious per-
secution, crossed the ocean, and landed on the rock of Ply-
mouth. They brought with them their Calvinism and their re-
publicanism. They planted both together in the soil of New
England. These took deep root, and grew up into a mighty
tree, like New England’s own magnificent elm. They have
made her what she is, the most intelligent, the most moral, the

&zj'r differences, but without effect. At length in the year
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most religious, the most prosperous, the freest country on
earth.

During the commotions of the seventeeth century, the Epis-
copal form of Church government was abolished in England.
An assembly of divines was called in June, 1643, *““for the pur-
pose of settling the government and liturgy of the Church of
England, and fer indicating and clearing the doctrine of said
church from false aspersions and interpretations.”” This dis-
tinguished body met at Westminster, in the city of London,
It is known, in history, as the Westminster Assembly of di-
vines. It was composed of the greatest ministers and laymen
of that age of great men. They were an assembly, as a whole,
never before, or since equalled for learning, experience, talent
and piety, by any uninspired body. They continued their sit-
tings for five years,and the Confession of Faith and Catechisms
of the Presbyterian Church, were the result of their long and
great deliberations,

In closing this brief history of Calvinism, I will enumerate
those denominations which hold the Calvinistic creed. They
are Congregationalists, Presbyterians, the Scotch Church with
its several branches, the Dutch Reformed and the Baptist.

I will close this article with three reflections, suggested by
this hasty sketch, ‘

1. Calvinism is the devoted friend of education and learning.
It has always made human science the hand-maid of religion.
Of men, the first great expositor and defender of our peculiar
faith, was the apostle Paul. He was the only educated man
among the apostles, and one of the best educated men of his
age. Hislearning and mental training formed no unimportant
part of these qualifications, which made him the chief of the
apostles, and the great writer on the Gospel, the one best fitted
to explain and defend its doctrines. When, some centuries af-
ter Paul, our creed was reduced to a more systematic form, it
was systematized, illustrated, and supported by Augustine, one
of the most learned and able ministers of the church in his
age. From that time onward to Luther, Calvin, and Knox,
Calvinism was distinguished for the learning and education of
its advocates. How well-educated and learned these three
great men were, and how they labored to promote human
knowledge, I need not stop to show. Look at the Westminster
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Assembly of divines; look at the Calvinistic ministers of Eng-
land, Scotland, France, and America; look at the amount of
education among the masses of the people who hold our faith;
look at the collegiate and theological training which our
churches require in our ministers; look at the schools, acade-
mies, colleges and theological seminaries which Calvinists es-
tablish wherever they go—and you must admit that Calvinism
is everywhere, and always has been, the devoted friend of edu-
cation and learning.

2. We are also led to observe that our belief has been equal-
ly the friend of civil liberty and free institutions. The repub-
lies of antiquity had well nigh expired before the Gospel had
begun to be propagated by the apostles. It was not until the
time of Calvin, that the world was again in a state to admit of
political freedom. Then, the Reformation was breaking the
chains which had enslaved the people for- s0 many ages.
Then, men began to demand liberty in ehurch and state. - Cal-
vinism at once responded to this call. She re-echoed the de-
mand wherever she went. She established free institutions at
Geneva under Calvin. She promoted political freedom in
Switzerland. She gave to Great Britain, by means of the Pu-

' ritans, much the largest share of that liberty, civil and eccle-
siastical, which she now has. Calvinism also prepared our
fathers for our Revolution. She sent her Witherspoon to plead
the cause of Amercan freedom on the floor of Congress, and
sign the Declaration of Independence. She inspired her Da-
vies, with all his powerful eloquence, to kindle the patriotism
of our citizens against British oppression. She commissioned
others of her ministers to share with our soldiers the privations
of the camp, and go with them to the field of battle. She call-
ed upon all who ministered at her altar to'plead for American
liberty in the sanctuary, before the throne of the God of ar-
mies. Thus has the Calvinistic ¢reed been identified with ci-
vil liberty and free institutions. ‘

3. A third reflection is, that our peculiar faith has always
been the devoted friend of true piety, of genuine heart-religion.
We fearlessly. challenge a comparison between christians
of our belief and those of any other sect, in holiness of life,
in efforts to save souls, and convert the world. We have had
our times of declension, but we were the last to decline, and
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the first to revive. Our religion may not glare before the
world—it may not show itself; by sound and tumult, as much
as that of some, but, when the times call for it, when princi-
ples are at stake, then, as in the case of the Free Church of
Scotland, our religion bursts forth like a volcano, and shakes
nations, and startles the world by its resistless power and hea-
venly splendor. We go back to Paul and Augustine; to Lu-
ther; Calvin and Knox; we go back to Baxter, Howe, Bunyan,
Whitefield and Martin; we come to Edwards, Elliot, Brainerd
and Payson, as examples of our piety. I would ask, who
were the originators of foreign missions in these latter days?
who are now proseculing them with the greatest vigor and
success? who are doing the most for genuine revivals at home,
our benevolent institutions, and the world’s conversion? If
the calculations which, for one, I have made, be not greatly er-
roneous, the answer to these questions will show that Calvin-
ists need fear no fair comparison between themselves and oth-
er sects, as to true piety and heart-religion.

I will now ask, must not that system of belief which has so
fully these three elements, such an affinity and alliance to ed-
ucation and learning, to civil and ecclesiastical freedom, to vi-

-tal godliness—must not that system of belief be the one best
caleulated to develope the human mind and heart, to raise man
to the highest perfection to which he can attain on earth?—
Must it not be the system which is destined to wield the great-
est influence in regenerating the globe? Must it not be the
conservative power, among our many jarring sects?

Progress of Christianity in Calcutta.—It is thought that
there are nearly a thousand young men in Calcutta, who are
convinced of the evils of idolatry, and who in secret worship
one Supreme Being; and some of them, it is supposed, acknow-
ledge the claims of the Lord Jesus Christ. Until recently their
sentiments have been comparatively unknown to each other;
but the late discussion in that place has made them better ac-
quainted. Should the lines be drawn among the different reli-
gionists, it is hoped that this interesting class of persons would
range themselvesunder thebanner of Christianity.—Dayspring.
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Dr. Armstrong:

The death of this eminent servant of the Lord, has filled
thousands of hearts with anguish, and made the ways of Zion
mourn. The heavy tidings have gone through the length and
breadth of the land, causing multitudes who knew him only
by character, to weep over his loss, as for a dear personal
friend. The sad news is now on its way to the ends of the
earth, yet to cause tears of sorrow to drop on heathen soil from
_ the eye of the toil-worn missionary. A great man has fallen

in Israel; still, we trust, his fall will be the rise of many, He
has fallen, yet he has triumphed. He fell suddenly, but he
was ready. He fell, but it was with hisarmor on. He fell, re-
turning to his home from his arduous labors as one of the Se-
cretaries of the Board. He fell, doing his utmost to prepare
the bodies, and above all, the souls of his fellow-passengers
for the awful catastrophe of the wreck. Though he is no long-
“er with us, he is not lost to the church. He is only taken
above, to render her better service there. Though we see him
no more, his bright light is not put out, is not dimmed. It has
merely been transferred to another and higher sphere, to send
out a more resplendent brightness. It may be that it will
shine the longer and brighter on earth, from his sudden and
melancholy death. Our friend and brother, with his large soul,
his burning missionary zeal, and in the midst of his usefulness,
has gone, but God can more than fill his place. May he guide
by his wisdom those to whom it belongs to choose a successor.
He has gone, but he has left behind a bereaved wife. May
she be comforted by the promise, “thy Maker is thy husband.””
He has gone, but his fatherless little ones remain. May the
God of their father be to them ““the father of the fatherless.”
To the junior editor of this Magazine Dr. Armstrong was
well known, and a particular personal friend and counsellor.
Often has his mind been relieved and his heart cheered by his
paternal councils. We had intended taking some extended
notice of the subject of these few thoughts. This is now ren-
dered superfluous by the sermon of Mr. Taylor, which we are
happy to be 2able to lay before our readers. The esteemed au-
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thor of this discourse was intimately acquainted with Dr. Armw
strong, as they were associated for a number of years as pas-
tors of the two Presbyterian Churches in Richmond, Va., and
lived and loved like brothers.

S———

“The Manifold Wisdom of Ged,”

A Sermon occasioned by the death of the Rev. WrLriam J.
ARMSTRONGy D.. D., Cor. Sec. of the A. B. C. F. M., who pe-
rished in the wreck of the steamboat Atlantic, Nov. 26, 1846,
preached in High Street Church, Petersburg, Va., Dec.6,1846.

BY THE REV. STEPHEN TAYLOR.

“To the intent, that now unto principalities and powers in hea-
venly places, might be known by the Church, the manifold wis-
dom of God.”>—Eph. 3: 10..

It is a doctrine of our divine religion, that the providence of
God embraces in it’s unerring controll, the fall of the sparrow
and the number of the hairs of our heads, as well as therise
and revolutions of states and empires. It is no less the duty
than the privilege of the christian habitually to feel this,and re-
verently observe the passing events. Such events only as are
of a public and general interest can with propriety or profit,
be made the theme of admonition and instruction from the sa-
ered desk.

Every death which is announced in the public prints, or by
the tolling of the bell, should remind us of our own mortality,
but there are deaths which seem to overleap the limits of do-
mestic and kindred relations, and thrill through a wide range
of reflections and sympathetic feelings.

Tt marked a most depraved state of moral sensibility in the
Church of God, when the Prophet complamed that “the right-
eous perisheth and no man layeth it to héart.” Those were
inflamed with wine, and intoxicated with -their pleasures,
“who regarded not the work of the Lord, neither considered
the operations of his hands.” :

The past week, my beloved hearers, has brought us intelli-
gence of a dispensation of Providence, which, irrespective of
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its deeply afflictive bearing upon members of this Church and
congregation, and my own intimate and fraternal relation and
fellowship in the ministry, of many years standing, with the
particular subject of it, you will agree with me, has a claim
mpon our special consideration.

We have become so familiar with reports of steamboat dis-
asters, that we scarcely pause to contemplate the horrors of
the scene, or the number and sharpness of the arrows which
are shot forth in every direction to pierce and agonize the
hearts of thousands of surviving friends. In this instance,
however, there is one individual who rivets our attention—one,
about whom, all our ‘affections gather with the deepest, the
most solemn emotions, In numbermg the Rev. W. J. Arm-
STRONG, D. D., among the lost in the wreck of the steamboat
Atlantic, God has touched a chord which will be responded to
with sighs and tears and prayers by hundreds of Churches, and
thousands of christians, not only in our own country, but at all
the Missionary stations which are scattered through Europe,
Asia, Africa, and the Isles of the sea. . Occumng as it has, ata
time when God is, in a special manner, reviving and edifying
the Mission Churches—when the spirit of primitive persecu-
tion too is reviving—and the greatest attainable amount of en-
ergy, wisdom and experience in the management of the Mis-
sionary concerns is needed, and when he was in the full pos-
session of these qualifications, and in the vigor of life to apply

“them, it confounds our reason, and casts us upon the resources
of revelation for consolation and confidence,

We open the volume containing the lively oracl.es of God,
and there we read of the “‘mystery which from the beginning
of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by
Jesus Christ, '

¢“To the intent, that now unto principalities and powers in
heavenly places, mlght be known by the Church, the manifold
wisdom of God.” .

The whole scheme of creation, prowdence and redemption,
is a scheme devised in the counsels of eternity, for displaying
the glory of God, and swelling the ocean of ereated happiness,
wide as his dominions in immensity, and enduring as immor-
tality. The creation and the arrangements of the material ex-
istences have this for their ultimate end. We see variety eve-
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rywhere. “There is one glory of the sun, another glory of the
moon, and another glory of the stars, for one star differeth
from another star in glory.”” On earth too, there is variety in
the animal and vegetable kingdoms—in the scenery which is
spread over its surface—in the infinitely variegated trees of the
forest and flowers of the field. But not a mote in the sunbeam,
nor a star in the firmament is without its peculiar use. <O
Lord how manifold are thy works, in wisdom hast thou made
them all!”

‘Yet more gloriously is the character of Jehovah displayed
in the works of providence and redemption. Their influences
are not confined to this world, nor to time and its teeming in-
habitants. *“These things the angels desire to look into.”

Here also, we everywhere behold variety. Among all the
sons and daughters of Adam, no two can be found, whose
complexion, features, countenances and statures are perfectly
similar. In the structure of their minds, there is an equal di-
versity. The history of every individual is made up of a dis-
tinct and peculiar cluster of incidents—vicissitudes of wealth,
rank and occupation—of joys and sorrows—of moral influences
through the agency of mercies and afflictions. This world,
then, is a mighty laboratory, where God is prosecuting a series
of experiments, every one of which is developing grand and
distinctive results, through which ““is made known unto prin-
cipalties and powers in heavenly places, the manifold wisdom
of God.” Materials for thought and reflection are here accu-
mulating, which, as they may be better understood, so they
.may acquire new interest, and be reviewed with additional
wonder and praise, as the ages of eternity roll on. Small in-
deed, is the amount which we now know, but there is much
which we shall know hereafter. Especially are we taught by
our text, to turn our attention with deep interest to the deal-
ings of Giod with his Church, which is the body of Christ, of
which every believer is a member, and has his appropriate
place and office and importance. The brief record which we
have of the faith, patience and victories of the patriarchs, pro-
phets and apostles, is designed to enlighten our minds and con-
firm our confidence with respect to his dealings with ourselves
individually, and the church universally.

Let us then, my dear hearers, devoutly review one of those
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great experiments which, in the providence of God, is so affect-

ingly presented to our consideration. And here, let me freely
speak my own views and feelings, as one who has had every
opportunity to know him well—not for eulogy of departed
worth, but for the practical influence of holy example.

The simple facts of his life and character are all the enco-
mium which his most endeared kindred and partial friends can
desire.

The child of pious parents, his father having been an able

_and distinguished clergyman in the State of New Jersey), his

mind was early imbued with the principles of the christian re-
llglon but it was not until his collegiate course, that he expe- -
rienced the life-giving power of the Gospel. It is from this
period to his recent death, in the fifty-first year of his age,
twenty-six of which were spent in the work of the ministry,
that we are on the present occasion particularly concerned.

The constitution of his mind, like that of his body, was
sound, vigorous and buoyant. In temperament he was bold,
decided, ingenuous, and in the highest degree excitable. He
naturally possessed all the ingredients of a headlong and im-
prudent character,the very reverse and contrast of what through
grace, he actually was, for though his ardent affections were
easily swollen into a perfect torrent, they never seemed to find
any other vent than through the ever open channel of christian
love and universal benevolence. In every place and station
which he oceupied throughout his life, he was loved, confided
in, caressed and flattered, yet throughout, humble, unassummg
and meek.

As a preacher of the gospe‘l he was devoted,—an example
of diligence, fidelity and zeal in the discharge of his pastoral
duties. He loved his office, and went from his closet to his
pubdlic services with a manuer which rarely failed to indicate
the flame of devout affections, which was burning within. In
the pulpit and at the meeting of benevolent effort, as you well
know who have listened to him, he was always interesting
and instructive, and as might be expected from his impulsive
temperament, often eloquent to a degree which is rarely sur-
passed by any preacher in our country. It was that glowing,
spontaneous and effective eloquence, which gathers its materi-
als near the Cross of Chnst and is kindled by the love of God

]4162( 16
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abundantly shed abroad in the soul. With a mind deeply im-
bued with the word of God,and little trammelled by the creeds,
confessions, or human systems of theology, and unusually free
from sectarian bias, and capable of a strong grasp upon great
schemes of benevolence, he possessed rare qualifications, both
for the labors of a pastor in a commanding station, and for the
arduous and responsible agency or secretaryship, which he has
held for the last twelve years. Though habitually devout, and
often in his public performances solemn as eternity, there was
no repulsive austerity in his feelings or deportment. In his
social intercourse he occasionally indulged in a vein of humor,
and exquisitely enjoyed a flash of wit. He had no factitious
dignity to maintain. Kind and condescending, every member
of the church of which he was pastor, or of the churches which
he visited, could welcome him as a personal friend.

‘Wha¢ more than any other circumstance constituted the
power of his appeals, was the incontestible consistency of his
conduct with the principles which he inculcated upon others.
He called upon the Churches to make self-denying efforts for
the conversion of the world. He himself sacrificed the com-
forts of pastoral and domestic life, and spent more than three-
fourths of his time abroad from his family, and in labors which
few constitutions but his own could have sustained. His dress
and equipage, the furniture of his house and the provisions of
his table, were in keeping with the principles which he so
boldly and eloguently enforced upon others. Covetousness
was never laid to his charge,

Faults he no doubt had, and sins, and grievous ones too,
which he confessed before the throne of grace, but I know not
what they were,nor could I,if I would,enumerate them. Faults
he had, for he was one of the fallen race of Adam, and by na-
ture a child of wrath. So there are spots upon the sun, but
they are concealed from the sight by the brightness which sur-
rounds them. No one, whom I have ever known, was more
ready than he to ascribe every talent and virtue which he pos-
sessed to the rich, free and sovereign grace of God, through the
meritorious obedience and atoning death of the Redeemer.

He has fought a good fight. When he enlisted as a soldier
of the cross, he put on the whole armour of God. The world
was a great battle-field before him, where human agency was
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summoned “to wrestle against principalities, against powers,
against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritu-
al wickedness in high places.”” He was called to stand upon
an eminence, from which he could survey the desolations of
sin, the ruins of the apostacy, the abominations of heathenism,
the hundreds of millions of precious, immortal souls, which are
carried by the swift current of time into the boundless ocean
of eternity, without one ray of Gospel light to cheer, sanctify
and save them from everlasting woe..

In the spirit of his Divine Master, he had a heart to feel for
them—an eye to weep over their lost condition—a foot to run:
to their relief, and a tongue to plead their cause.

But in the manifold wisdom of God his work is now done.
A burning and a shining light has been put out. In the cold
wintry wave, the heart, so full of holy zeal and love;, has ceas~
ed to beat—the hands, so prompt, so diligent in: every good
cause, have finished the work which his heavenly Father had
given them to do—those feet, “shod with the preparation of’
the Gospel of peace,” and so swift to perform every benevo-
lent office, are resting from their labors—the tongue, so elo-
quent to plead the cause of God with men,and so fervent and
importunate in pleading the cause of dymg men with God, is
dumb. His voice, so soft, so peculiar, will be heard no more
on earth, either to warn and entreat sinners, or to comfort and
encourage the sacramental host of God in the trials incident tor
its militant state. All, all are hushed and silent in the grave,
until the trump of God and the glory of the descending Judge
shall usher in the morning of the resurrection. But pause here.

Silent! did I say? No. “He being-dead yet speaketh.”—
Dead! He lives in the memory and affections, and with a
moral influence upon the hearts of millions. In the grave!
His redeemed spirit has departed to be with Christ. Ship-
wrecked and lost! He has cut-rode the storms and tempests
of a sinful world, and has safely reached the haven of eternal
rest and glory.

The circumstances of his death are calculated to stir up a
tumult of thoughts and emotions in the soul. We are inform-
ed by a letter from the Rev. Dr. Tyng, of N. Y., to his friends
in this town, that having finished his regular monthly official
business in Boston, on Wednesday the 25th, his great anxiety
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to enjoy the day of public thanksgiving, Thursday, with his fa.
mily, induced him, somewhat contrary to the wishes of his
friends in Boston, to encounter the storm, of which the hea-
vens already gave forth their bodings. When danger to the
steamboat occurred, and consternation and distress pervaded
the whole company of about one hundred on board, his pecu-
liar and remarkable voice, recognized by only a single passen-
ger, was heard announcing himself as a preacher of the Gospel,
and ready to minister its divine instructions and bloed-bought
consolations to his companions in iribulation.

During the twenty-eight or thirty hours of inconceivable pe-
ril, suspense and agony, one who seems to have known little
of his history or character except what he observed on this oc-
casion, reported to a political newspaper, that he showed him-
self the christian indeed. The raging tempest, the piercing
cold, the falling snow, the foaming tumult of the waves, bro-
ken and roaring among the rocks,—the magnificent steamery
disabled and broke loose from all human control, tossed and
rocked and driven by the fury of the storm, must have formed
a scene which beggars description, and can be conceived only
by those who experienced it. But in the midst of the tumult
and consternation, this veteran hero in the christian warfare
seems to have heard the voice of the great Captain of his sal-
vation, saying, ‘it is I, be not afraid.”” It was to him as when
¢“Jesus arose and rebuked the winds and the sea, and there
was a great calm.”

Standing firm upon the rock of his salvation, he gathered
the agonizing company into the Ladies’ Cabin, and expounded
the word of God, and in prayer conducted them to the throne
of gracey and commended them to the mercy of Him ‘““who
stilleth the noise of the seas, the noise of their waves, and the
tumult of the people.” Thus he appears to have been em-
ployed throughout most of the time on Thursday.

The last recoilections of him, and the last words which he
spoke, as reported by one who stood by him at the moment
when the shock occurred, which shattered the vessel, and in
five minutes, probably, plunged him and nearly one half of the
company into eternity, are in harmony with the christian cha-
racter which he had sustained in previous life. Dr. Tyng says,
“Just before they struck, Dr. Armstrong was standing in the
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gangway with another gentleman who escaped, and remarked
with the great composure which he had manifested through the
whole, ‘I hope we shall get safe to shore with our lives, but
if tiot, I have perfect confidence that God will do all things
well.” Immediately after the vessel struck,and they were se-
parated, and he was seen no more.”

With some, this account ‘may be a subject of simple and un-
mitigated awfulness, but to us an indescribable glory seems to
invest this last catastrophe; and as we contemplate it, we spon-
taneously exclaim, ““Thy way O God is in the sea, and thy
path in the great waters, and thy footsteps are not known.”—
“Q the depth of the riches, both of the wisdom and the know-
ledge of God! - How unsearchable are hlS judgments, and his
ways past finding out.”

Manifold indeed is the wisdom of God, in his dispensations
towards his church and people!! This favored servant of his
was needed on board the Atlantic, in this hour of ‘consterna-
tion and death, No one was better qualified for the place.
His work was not complete till this office was performed.

Is some doubt sprung in the mind of any respecting the wis-
dom of Providence, that one so eminently useful—so needful
to his affectionate partner and five children, one an infant—so
inestimably valuable to the church and the world, should be
cut off, when his strength, talents and experience were in un-
impaired vigor? Let us remember that human wisdom is short-
sighted and exceedingly fallible. Take one or two illustrations.
After all her desires, and prayers, and preparations, and
" voyages, and sufferings, that she might carry the Gospel to

the heathen, Mrs. Harriet Newell died at the Isle of France
at the early age of nineteen, and before she had been permit--
ted to put her hand to the work to which she had devoted her-
self. But Harriet Newell by her death, and the brief memoir
which followed, has been instrumental of doing more for the
cause of missions than the most sanguine hopes could have
anticipated from her life.
- The death of the pious and talented Obooklah seemed to
- thwart and blast all the schemes of human wisdom to carry the
Gospel to the Sandwich Islands. It, however, gave impulse
and energy to that most splendid and victorious effort of chris-
tian benevolence. ‘
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“God’s ways are not our ways, neither are his thoughts our
thoughts.”” The holy influence of Dr. Armsttong’s life and
labors, like that of David Brainard and Henry Martyn, and of
his predecessors in office, Worcester, Evarts, Cornelius and
Wisner, will go down to the time and through the time, when
‘“‘the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of
the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.” .

But the manner of his death was so horrible!!

“Judge not the Lord by feeble sense.””

God moves in 2 mysterious way,
His wonders to perform:

He plants his footsteps in the  gea,
And rides upon the storm.”

Does the fear of the wicked “come upon them as desola-
tion, and their destruction as a whirlwind?’’ But it wasin a
whirlwind that he translated his honored prophet Elijah, from
earth to heaven. “The Lord hath his way in the whirlwind
and the storm; and the clouds are the dust of his feet.” The'
fiercest tempest cannot tear them from the embrace of his un-
changing love, nor shake the foundations of their security and
peace, which his exceeding great and precious promises have
laid for all who love the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity.

Such was the confidence of this revered servant of the Most
High, and in this perfect confidence he waited the summons,
and finished his course. The time of his departure is past.—
He has received the crown of righteousness at the hand of the
Lord, a crown of victory and ineffable glory. ¢“And they that
be wise [teachers] shall shine as the brightness of the firma-
ment: and they that turn nfany to righteousness, as the stars
forever and ever.”” He has finished his course! And O, what
a course!! What a contrast to that of multitudes among whom
he has been pressing forward toward the mark for the prize of
his high calling.

Some, wrapped in selfishness, steeled against every benevo-
lent affection and appeal, intent only upon their own interest
and pleasure, caring little for the temporal, and nothing for
the everlasting welfare of their fellow-beings, live to no great
or good purpose, and die unregretted, except by the little cir-
cle of their kindred and associates. Others, steeped in sensu-
ality, inflated with pride, and disdaining the restraints of reli-
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gion and sound morals, spread a poisonous atmosphere all
around them, and corrupt and destroy every thing which they
touch. Society, in its integrity and order, exists around them
only in despite of their influence. A commumty of such would
be a loathsome mass of rottenness.

There are the heroes of this ‘world, who, whatever may be
the issue of their doings, for ultimate weal or woe to the race
of man, have reached the summit of fame, but their career left
behind them a broad path. of desolation, strown' with the man-
gled bodies of the dead and dying, and moistened . with the
blood of their comrades, and the tears of the widow and the
orphan,

Turn, now, and ponder the life of our departed brother.—
For more than thirty years the energies of his body and mind
were assiduously occupied in urging forward every enterprize:
which could ameliorate the sufferings or advance the welfare,
temporal or eternal, of his fellow man—pleading the cause of
education, temperance, morality and piety at home, and em-
bracing in the arms of his benevolence and compassion, every
nation, kindred and tongue, to which he could, in any way,
contribute to send the Bible with its stores of wisdom, and the
Gospel with its treasures of consolation and hope for a perish-
ing world. Above all, ponder the blessings which have been,
and yet will be sent down, in answer to the fervent prayers
which he has offered in public and private. Inheaven he will
doubtless meet with hundreds, who have been rescued from
perdition and made meet for the inheritance of the saints in
light, through his direct instrumentality, and millions, per-
haps, through the indirect influence of his labors. To God,
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all the glory. I'seem to
hear the various orders of the angelic hosts, principalities and
powers in heavenly' places, striking a higher note of praise,
for the discoveries which they have made in his history, of the
manifold wisdom of God.

In practical application of my subject, let me say, his life,
his death, and the awful catastrophe in which it occurred,
speak in terms of powerful and solemn appeal to the uncon-
verted in this assembly. There is a voice of warning here.
Be ye also ready. Waste no more time—pervert your talents
no longer—repent—believe on the Lord Jesus Christ—‘‘es-
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cape for your life’” while the door of salvation is yet open ta
you.

To my brethren in Christ I would say, as we have the same
throne of grace to approach—the same intercession and advo-
cate above—the same Holy Spirit to help our infirmities—the
same exceeding great and precious promises to rely upon, let
us also gird on the whole armor of God, and emulate the ex-
ample which, by the grace of God, he has set before us. Like
him, let us cherish, habitually, a perfect confidence that God
will do all things well. Let us keep nearer to the throne of
grace—aim at a higher standard of christian character—at
more enlarged, and active, and self-denying benevolence.—
Let us seek not our own things, but the things of Christ, Let
us live for the world, Let us act for eternity. Let uskeepin
mind, that what our hands find to do must be done with our
might, for we know not what a day may bring forth. Let us
not mourn for our departed friend and brother, nor speak of
him as those that have no hope, but remember the record of
the revelator in Patmos,—‘And I heard a heard a voice from
heaven saying, write, ‘blessed are the dead which die in the
Lord from henceforth; yea, saith the spirit, that they may rest
from their labors, and their works do follow them.’ »’

¢“Now unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins
in his own blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto
God, be glory and dominion for ever and ever, Amen,»

The following article came too late to be putin its proper
place, as the first article of this number. As it was especial-
ly written for January, and we are unwilling to divide it, we
give the whole at once, although we are compelled, in order
to do so, to add several extra pages to the present number of
the Magazine. Hereafter, the size of the work will be as usu-
al, thirty-two pages.
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THE HISTORY

OF
~The Calvinistic Magazine,
BY F. A. ROSS,

DEDICATED

To all who love Presbyterian principles—in East Tennessee and
abroad.

Imonuc'rmN.—-,At the opening of another year, we, the,
Editors of the Calvinistic Magazine, stand before our patrons
to thank them for the work they have enabled us to revive,
We apnounced in the prospectus to this New Series, our ob-
ject was “to show what Presbyterianism is, and what it is not
—and to aid in the unian of Churches, which in doctrine are
Calvinistic and in government free.”” - We are encouraged to
go on: and that you may cherish the Calvinistic Magazine
with the more perfect faith, and hope, and love, we will give
you itg history, That is to say—what led to its origin—what
it accomplished—why it was dlscontlnued—wherefore revived
~—and what it will effect.

Cuaprer I.—What led to the establishment of this work?
We reply—The Calvinistic Magazine had its origin in the as-
saults of Methodism. Some twenty-six years ago the Presby-
terian Church, then united in one body, exhibited a remarka-
ble spectacle of enlarged religious action. Its prosperity was
hated by Methodism, In consequence, the attacks on Calvin-
ism, which have never ceased nor intermitted in that body
since commenced by Wesley, were about that time more com-
bined than ever, A new engine of assault was brought to
bear,—in the charge, that Pre'sbyterians were aiming to effect
the wnion of Church and State in their denomination. This
charge was raised, for political effect, in a certain region, by
infidel politicians, and then caught up by Methodism and trans-
mitted through the electric telegraph of the itinerancy, from
one end of the land to the other. The Advocate and Journal,
of the city of New York, then having an immense circulation,
spread the slander in a more tangible form. In East Tennes-
see, to which we will confine our remarks, Presbyterianism
was every where assailed by all arms of Methodism, with this
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battery of artillery in the front of their columns, At that time,
in East Tennessee, there was much infidelity on the Bench, at
the Bar, and in the high political circles.—The medical pro-
fession was also irreligious, and deeply tainted with skepticism,
Here, we will state the fact, that the irreligious and infidel part
of the community have usually taken sides with Methodism in
its assaults upon Presbyterianism. It was so at that time.—
And this union of infidelity and Mcthodism against Presbyte-
rianism pervaded the politics of the day—so that, the simple
fact, that a man was a Presbyterian—or that his father and
mother were Presbyterians—or that his brother was a Presby-
terian minister—nay, that his wife was a Presbyterian,—was
made an objection to him at the polls! During this time, a Me-
thodist minster wrote a series of articles in the Knoxville Re-
gister, then the leading political journal in East Tennessee.
He signed himself ““A Republican!” Strange name for a Me-
thodist Preacher to assume! These essays were intended ta
show the people that the establishment of the Presbyterian
Theological Seminary at Maryville was designed by its found-
ers, for, and would be followed by, evil things fo the free insti-
tutions of the United States!!! So rampant was this hostility,
that Presbyterians were not safe from annoyance any where—
neither at court, nor mill, nor market—by the way side—in the
house—in the sanctuary of God, Nay, it was no unfrequent
occurrence, that when a Presbyterian minister simply exhibit-
ed his own views, notes would be taken, and at the close of
the exercises, a Methodist preacher would rise, and inform the
audience he or some other minister would answer that sermon
at such a time and place. The writer of this article, on a
certain sacramental occasion, was arrested in the very act of
dismissing the congregation, by an open attack upon the ser-
mon which he had delivered introductory to the communion,
That sermon had not been controversial at all; but gave a
mere passing statement of Divine Sovereignty in the govern-
ment of the world, as encouragement in the christian warfare.*
Finally—To consolidate the anticipated triumph of these sys-
tematic attacks, a distinguished Methodist preacher, establish-
ed, in Knoxville, a monthly magazine, the Holston Confe-

*This sermoa is published in the Calvinistic Magazine, 1 vol. p. 162.
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rence Messenger; and as Presiding Elder came into an upper
district—sought, and had a public debate—all which was pub-
lished to the world: To conclude—The Presbyterian Church,
at that day in East Tennessee, was “the sect every where
spoken against.” What was the result? We answer.

The first serious check to the Methodist onset was given in
¢a letter of thanks” to Mr. Methodist Republican, from one
¢Valde Timidus”—published in the Knoxville Register. Our
readers cannot now properly appreciate the effect of that admi-
rable article. It was a single flash of lightning. But it was
enough, Mr. Republican never wrote, we believe, another
line for the Knoxville Register. S

The next decisive movement on the part of the Presbyteri-
ans, was the publication of a pamphlet called “Both Sides”-—
bringing up the controversy to the termination of the above
mentioned debate. This tract was greatly read, and prepared
the way for the establishment of the Calvinistic Magazine.—
The first number of which was issued 1st January, 1827.

CuapTeR II.—What did the Calvinistic Magazine accom-
plish? We answer. First. The main battery of Methodist
assault—the charge of “Church and State,’ was stormed,
and the guns turned upon themselves with effect so terrible,
that they sunk under the fire as suddenly, and" utterly, as the
Austro-Russian columns went down in the lake, when Napo-
leon’s cannon broke the ice around them at Austerlitz. No
Methodist gravity could stand the irony of “ Valde Terminus.”
No methodist ““sal#’’ could “‘heal the waters’” wrung out to
them from the leaves of “Moore’s Life of Wesley”—and no
breastplate, no helmet, nor shield, theugh of seven-fold, could
quench the fiery darts which flashed from the cave of “The
Western Pilgrim.”> That slander, of ““Church and State’® was -
killed so dead, and buried so soon, and so deep in the groundy
that not even the smell of the dead body has floated past us in
eighteen years. ‘

SeconpLy.—This repulse of the Methodist assault on *“Pres-
byterian designs on the Government,” ‘was not more complete
than was the vindication of Presbyterian dectrine, and the ex-
posure of Arminianism—and so long as Presbyterians in East
Tennessee shall love the Bible, so long will they go to this
Magazine as to an arsenal of Calvinism.
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TairpLy.—The discussions which led to, and were carried
on, in the Calvinistic Magazine, were attended by revivals of
religion, especially in the Presbyterian Church, far and wide,
in East Tennessee. Here, some man will say to us, “how
can these things be?” We reply,—‘“Art thou a master of Is-
rael and knowest not these things—we speak that we do know,
and testify that we have seen.” Discussion, particularly with
Methodism, lead to a thorough examination of the deep foun-
dations of Bible doctrines and precepts—also the grounds of
civil and religious liberty among men. Whatever, then, may
be the undue excitement in some minds, there is always, at
such a time, more powerful preaching, more faithful self-exam-
ination and prayer—the mass of intellect in the church and
the world is thoroughly moved—while the spirit broods over
it—God says let there be light—there is light—the dead hear the
voice of the Son of God; and they that hear live.

So it was under the great controversy we are narrating.
Some of the brightest minds in East Tennessee, came, at that
time, to Christ. The discussion interested all classes. That
Bench, and Bar—the Medical man, and even the politician,
had been compelled to think—and many, who began in infi-
delity, and hatred of Presbyterianism, found themselves like
the great Scott, led by “THE ForcE oF TRUTH” to salvation, and
to Calvinism. We do not claim by any means “all the talent
and all the decency,” as has been intimated. We only say—
and there is the broad fact to sustain us—that the elevated bo-
dy of our educated men in East Tennesse—that Bar, and
Bench, the Medical profession, and truly thinking men in the
community, have undergone a remarkable change, from skep-
ticism and infidelity to piety, or to a deep regard for christiani-
ty: and what is also worthy of note, is, that this intellectual
body of men [whatever may be their respect for christianity as
they find it in Methodism] have, as we are very sure, no fen-
dency towards Methodism, in its government, its doctrines, its
discipline, or its peculiar religious experience.

Fourtary.—The Methodist magazine before mentioned as
being established at Knoxville, after the most feeble defence,
retreated across Clinch and Cumberland mountains into Ken-
tucky, as far as Lexington. At that point, it was then sus-
tained, for a short time, by the zeal and talents of a Methodist
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minister, whom the Presbyterian Church, in this region, as a
body, knew, and esteemed as a gentleman, and loved as a
christian. He went from-East Tennessee to find an early
grave in Kentucky. Two at least of the editors of the Calvin-
istic Magazine had with him the kindest social relations—and
none more than they sympathized with his family and nearer
_ friends, over his life of worth, and death of joy. and peace.
One, of these two, is also no more. But the friend who lives,
may be allowed to givev this tribute to the memory of Rev.
Oliver B. Ross.
We will only add, that the mﬂuence for good of the Calvin-
istic Magazine was immense. A Presbyterlan minister, Dr..
McDowell, of Charleston, S. C., assured us that it was the uni-
versal opinion of all who had read the work, that the Cal-
vinistic Magazine was- the best'periodical Whl(‘h had been pub-
lished for the- great body of the Presbytenan Church. The
five volumes of this work are preserved in hundreds of Pres-
bytenan families i in East Tennessee with the most cherished
regard. How many of the Holston Conference Messenger can
be found?
- Cmaprer III. —Why was the Calv1mst1c Magazme discon-
tinued? Answer. Not for want of patronage—for that was
ample. But in part from the removal of two of its three edi-
tors—and in some degree from the fact, that to Methodlsm,
the Magazine had, for the time, done its work. It %ad con-
quered a peace. Bes1des, the Presbyterian mind, about that
- time, began to he greatly agitated by - the dlscusswns which
led to the division of our beloved Church, and the Arminian
questions were lost sight.of in that great family jar. This strife
had only begun to subside in ten years.
We now slowly retire from these recollections of the things
of our early zeal for the doctrines of Grace.—But we may be
“allowed to pause at the grave of one of the first editors of the
Calvinistic Magazine—the grave of our friend—of one to
whose counse], and love, we owe imperishable affection.—
That grave may have over it, nor “storied urn, nor animated
bust”—it may have upon it only the green sod of Iilinois, and
the flowers of the prairie. Be it so. That grave needs no
‘marble—and should it even be trodden down, and effaced, by-
the feet of time, until its dust shall be undistinguished from
: 4 ' A
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other dust, yet a thousand wreaths of memory liké this, ere’ -
they fade, shall be replaced by brighter tokens of regard. Yes,
so fong as “The Cause and Cure of Infidelity” shall be a ti®me
to fill the mind with the fear of God, and the love of Christ,
so long will the name of NEersox have place in the sanctified
heart of man.

CuarrER IV.—Why has the Calvinistic Magazine been re-
vived? We reply, from causes similar to those which occa-
sioned its first establishment—the assaults of Methodism.
Without preamble we will give the facts in the case.—Fromy
the 1st of January 1832 up to st January 1843, a period of
eleven years, there had been nothing from the press or pulpity
within the bounds of the Synod of Tennessee, having the cha-
racter of controversial examination of Methodism. We assert
this broadly—and defy its contla(hctxon What was Metho-
dism doing all this time? The answer is—Methodism, with
the sagacity of aristocracy, which political writers tell us, ne-
ver dies nor sleeps—saw, that, while the Presbyterian Church
was being divided might be its time to make a great move-
ment. The poricy adopted was subtle—and was made to
work in, admirably, with the building up of Emory & Henry
College, and, fo further certain designs which have been accom-
plished to secure the Female Seminary at Knozville. The poli-
ey was to lay aside the old, open, noisy, public assault upon
Presbyterianism in general, and to follow, as the facts show,
the following line of conduct:

1. To take sides, in private with old and New School Presby-
ferians as circumstances might require—and at the same time, to
have as much seeming public union, as possible, with Both.—
Hence, in one place, a leading Methodist would whisper to the
New School—¢“Why, brother New School, should there be
strife between you and us? We agree nearly as-to the atone-
ment,—and what you mean bynatural ability to come to Christ,
amounts closely to our doctrine of free agency to improve the
grace given to men. These Old School you know are fatal-
ists.”” Here, New School would protest, that brother Metho-
. dist was too hard on Old School. ¢O! well, never mind,””

" said Methodist. “Let us be brotherly. Let us have union
meetings—and- the conv erts can, you know, join whichever
Church they please.” '
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Another time, the whisper would be to Old School, aftex
this fashion—Yes, brother, these New School are. really very
unsound. They are Pelagians, or Semi-Pelagians, at least.—
For, they say, the sinner has a natural ability to love God,
aside from the agency of the Spirit; their doctrine of regenera-.
tion is not your doctrine, nor ours; and, besides the notion of
voluntary associations, for. collecting and paying the money of
the Church, is a bad thing, compared to your, and our, plan of
ecclesiastical control of Church funds!” Here, Old School
would fecl the flattery had gone too far, and turn upon brother
Methodist, drawing down the unyielding shaggy brows of
John Knox—“Stop, brother Methodist, I 'can’t agree with you
about that money matter: for when Presbyterians, Old or New
School, collect money from the people, Ruling Elders, whe -
are elected by, and represent the Church, are always present
to see how the money goes;—but v»hen Methodists collect
money from their members, you, the preachers, in conference,
dlspose of the funds as you please, and your people have no say
in the matter.” “Well! well! well!” says Methodist, “I
did not mean that our Conference and your Presbytery were
exactly alike in their organization—but—but—only, that we
both are opposed to voluntary associations for benevolent pur-
poses, you know.” ¢‘Humph,” says Old School, ‘“Good
morning, sir.”” . But notwithstanding such little rebuffs, Me-
thodism gained the day. The Old School was flattered, al-
though they kept aloof from great intimacy. The New School
were soothed, and caJoled They had with brother Metho-
dist made houses, and ynion meetings—they sang “The Old
Skip of Zion,” and *“ Land on Shore,” and there were groaning,
and shouting,—and many supposed conversions. What next?
Why, the converts that went with Methodism, were drilled
in class-meeting, love feast, band-meetmg—and ‘made tho-
rough Methodists, whether thev fell from grace in six months
ornot. While the good, easy Presbyterians, [for they are the
best natured souls in the world,] would take it into their heads,
that after such a union meeting, it would never do to touch on
Calvinism, for fear of hurting the feelings of brother Methodists. *
They therefore preached only “tlze common christianity.”’.
And Methodists would crowd to the church, for a week, or'soy”
groan, and say amen! What followed? Why, some old mem-
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bers grieved over this delusion,—and the young converts,—
[those who did not go back to the world before the next com-
munion,] were as Arminian as they who went into the Metho-
dist Church.

2. While this deception was at work, publicly, Methodism
never tntermitted its attacks on O.d School and New, wherever
such assaults were not likely to arouse discussion. Their wide
spread itinerancy preached with bitter hostilily in many places
where no Presbyterian ear heard, and scattered papers, and
tracts, and books where no Presbyterian eye saw. Now and
then, indeed, old brother Such-a-one, gets up in a more public
meeting, and “thanks the Lord that people who have religion
can shout—aye, they can shout, because they have religion,
and know when they got it.”” ““Amen! Amen!”  “But
these are not the ones who expect to get to heaven because
they are elecfed. Yes, elected, let them do what they may—
and then to think of the poor reprobates decreed to be damned
let them do all they can to be saved. O! what a horrible doc-
trine. Thank the Lord I am a Methodist!” ‘“Amen! Amen!”
The Presbyterian complains a little. But the dignified Presi-
ding Elder smiles, and shakes hands, and says, “O never mind
old brother Sof-shell—he is a privileged character.”” The
Presbyterian will be soothed. Old brother Sof¢-shell will shuf-
fle out of the pulpit, and chuckle, knowing he has sent away
five hundred people full of prejudice against Presbyterianism.
Again, a box of offensive books will be sent to a safe house.
A Presbyterian hears of it and complains. ¢Yes,’ says the
very man who has the books, “Yes, it 1s a vile affair, from
what I have heard—it ought not to be countenanced.” But,
having eased his conscience by this speech, he ‘cir-culates the
publication as slyly as possible.

3. The policy of Methodism, towards the close of the peri-
od whose history we are wrting, seemed to be, that, while
Calvinism in every form was to be hated, the New School were to
be most constantly assailed. In conformity with this, they
were in one place represented as having no confession of faith
at all, and little better than infidels. Then, it was said, they
were as rank Calvinists as the Old School, but hypocritically
concealed their sentiments to be popular. [It will be seen
presently from whence both these sentiments came.] ‘
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These assaults became more and more frequent from about
1839 up to the period before mentioned—1st Jan. 1843.

At this time some of our brethren felt that things had reach-
ed a crisis. The separation of the Presbyterian body, with all
its consequences—followed by this invidious policy of Metho-
dism, had produced unhappy results in some of our Churches.
The belief was atlength matured, that the time had come,once
more, to defend Calvinism, and expose Methodism. The ar-
mor was accordingly taken from the wall—the stand made—
assaults repelled, and the war carried home. In one word,—
there were sermons—there was public discussion—and the Cal-
vinistic Maoazme was revived.—While the commencement of
our work was in agitation, Methodism took occasion to pro-
pose the publication of a paper also. And before the Calvin-
istic Magazine made its appearance, “The Methodist Episcopa-
lian” was in the field.

4. At this point, it is proper that we notice a facf which fell
in exactly with the policy we are exposing—the ToNE as-
sumed by Mathodism since January 1843, and especially since
the establishment of the Methodist-Episcopalian in Knoxville.
It is a fact, and a remarkable one, in the history of the Metho--
dists, that, however they may begin, anil continuz attacks up-
on Presbyterians, yet, the moment the Presbyterian begins to
preach on Calvinism and Arminianism, the cry is raised—“0/
_ these Preshyterians are getting up a controversy. They are go-
ing to make war upon the Methodists. O! what a bad thing.”
-So it was at the time before us. Ani, not only was this cry

of controversy raised, but when certain sermons on christian
perfection, and especially the ““Direct Witness,” had been
preached, then lo! the lamentation was, ‘0 we are persecuted!”
The Methodist Episcopalian, in its Prospectus, chiming in with
this note, gave out that it intended ““fo act on the defenswe »
thus intimating the position of Methodism to be'altogether that
of peace and ingffensiveness. In conformity with this plan, it has
studiously pretended to decline hostility towards Presbyterian-
ism, and in every number bearing on the Calvinistic Magazine,
there has been this same cry of confroversy and persecution.
Take the following as a specimen:—In the 24th No. of that pa-
per, the editor writes—‘“Since I left KnoxvilleThave been look-
ing over the Calvinistic Magazine for August. ~The editors are

-
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for war. But what do you imaginé are the objects of attack?
Brunkenness? Gaming? Witcheraft? Hatred? Wrath?
Strife? Envy? No-—none of these. It is Methodism. Me-
thodism is the hated Mordecai, sitting, or rather working at
the gate, and refusing to do homage to the exclusive dictatori-
al collection of the ‘germs of Romanism’ evinced in some of
the leading articles of the Magazine.,” ¢“Do these Editors
know that Papal bulls have lost their terror in these United
States?” ““Who clothed these Editors with the awful powers
which they would fain exercise? I really thought the Bible
was the Protestant ‘rule of faith;’ but are we now to havea
new ‘rule’—‘and « new process for the trial of heretics?’ That
there are points of difference between Presbyterians and Me-
thodists all will agree—and these points may be the subject
of discussion in the spirit of kindness and brotherly love.”

Here is the ““assumzd tone.”” Here is the cry against con- .
troversy, if it be an examination of Methodism. Here is the
cry of persecution. Here is the whine that the editors of the
Magazine have the spirit of Popery, and are erecting a “rule”
for the trial of “lheretics.”” The- Editor of the Episcopalian,
moreover, speaking in this same strain in his bgok of ¢ Defence
of Mr. Wesley, &ec.,” calls the writer of this article Bishop
Bonner and Cardinal Richeliew. Mr. Patton, it is true, admits
£there are points of difference between Presbyterians and Metho-
dists.” But these points “may be the subject of discussion in
the spirit of kindness and brotherly love.”

Now, we will exhibit some facts, to prove that this was
the Methodist policy. We beg our readers ta bear in mind,
we have affirmed that, during the long period from 1 January
1832, to I Jan. 1843, a perlod of eleven years, there was no
controversial examination of Methodism in the Synod of Ten-
nessee, from the pulpit or press. If we are mistaken, let it be
shown. We have also said, during this time of profound
peace on our part, towards Methodism, that sister denomina-
tion, while soothing us to slumber with her drugs, was sow-
ing tares—while fanning us with her wings, was, like the
vampire bat, sucking our blood—while talking of “points of
difference to be discussed in brotherly love,” was scattering,
broad cast, such publications as we will now notice,

First.—It will not be denied that the Methodist New York

.
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Christian Advocate, containing series of strictures on 0ld and
New School Presbyterianism, was circulated in Ezst Tennes-
see during the first part of the time we are reviewing?

Secondly.—It will not be denied that the Nashville Metho-
dist paper, with strong articles against Calvinism, and espe-
¢ially the New School was Qbroad amongst us at a later
period.

Thirdly.—Tt W111 not be demed that mﬂammatory books,
and tracts, were printed durmcr these years in East Tennessee'
against Presbyterianism. '

Fourthly.—It will not be denied that the Methodist Doctn-
nal Tracts, full of the. very strongest statements adapted to ex-
cite and foment anti-Calvinistic p‘rejudlces, have been spread
in this region, within the period under consideration. :

Fifthly.—It will not be denied that the work of Rev. Francis
Hodgson, of the New York Conference, has been circulated.

- Sizthly—It will not be denied that “The Calvinistic Con-
troversy of Rev. Wilbur. Fisk”—and the sermons of Rev.
Thomas A. Morris, one of the Bishops in the Methodist Epis.
copal Church, have also in the time before us, found their way
amongst us. :

We might make quotations to any. extent from these publi-
cations, but we will confine our extracts to a few from only
two of the writings mentioned, and as brleﬁy as possible. We‘
make these selections as spec1mens of Mr. Patton’s ideas of
““kindness and brotherly love” in Methodist discussion of points ’
of difference. '

The sermons of Rev. Thomas A. Morns—Bishop, &e.,—
were written “to supply to the Methodist people, especially in
the West, a long felt want of a cheap volume of instructive
dlscourses.” The work then we might suppose to be com-
posed with the gravity of spirit, and ¢‘brotherly love” of a Br-
suor. We shall not be disappointed. Now, turn over to
sermon xx. I head, 4 paragraph, page 207. 'The sermon is en-
titled “The ﬂchzevements of Sinners.” Letusread. A skep-
tical authot is a sinner that destroys much good. Verbal say-
ings are soon forgotten, but printed sophlstry fills with poison
the veins of future generations. With poison. Yes, what bet-
ter than -moral poison, are the sophisms of infidels; such as
Volney, Hume, and Paine? or the dogmas of Arianism, and
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Socinianism;—Universalists; Hixites, and Shakers? or in the
idolatrous ceremonies of Popery;—and we ask, what better
than moral poison, are a few distinctive features in the system
of Calvinism; such as, ‘God, from all eternity, did freely and
unchangably ordain whatsoever comes to pass.” Of a piece with
this is ‘the immutable decree’ of unconditional election and re-
probation. What mischief have these various doctrines done
to the souls of men! by the printing or circulation of which, a
man destroyeth much good, that might otherwise be effected.””
The Confession of Faith, then, of the Presbyterian Church, the
world over, “in its distinctive features’ is mora! poison, what
better than the moral poison of Volney, Hume, Pdine—the dog =«
mas of Arianism and Sacinianism, or the idolatrous ceremonies
of Popery? The Confession of Faith, then, is one of the achieve-
ments of sinners! Thisis a sample of Mr. Patton’s idea of
“Jindness and brotherly love.,”” ~ But it may be asked whethez
we, the Editors of the Calvinistic Magazine, complain of the
views thus expressed by Bishop Morris? We answer. No.
‘We only want our readers to understand the policy of Metho-
dism, as exhibited by Rev. S. Patton, which is, to whine over
the “war” in the Calvinistic Magazine, while it secretly circu-
lates the pages of peace of Bishop Morris—ivhich is to smite
Presbyterians after this sort of “brotherly love”—and then
gravely to expect us humbly to receive the rod—crying “Let
the righteous smite us, it shall be a kindness—let them re-
prove us, it shall be an excellent oil which shall not break
our heads.” ’

We will now notice the work of Rev. Francis Hodgson.—
This book is controversial throughout. Its contents appeared
first in the New York Advocate and Journal, and other papers
—then it was recommended to be printed by various Annual
Conferences, and finally published for the General Conference
in 1839. The writer of this article has had a copy for some
six years. The title of the book is, “.An examination of the
system of New Divinity,” &c. But while its prominent object
is an assault on the New School, it is designed also to bear on
Calvinism in general. The author considers the New School
divinity to be based upon the doctrine of natural ability and
moral inability, and then discourses after this way:—¢It is not

"designed to make the impression that the New School are alone
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in asserting and malntammg this doctrine of natural ability.
It was maintained by the distinguished President Edwards,
who is almost canonized as a theologian, by the Old School
party; and also by Owen, Witherspoon, and others who are
counted among the prmces of Old School theology. These
men, in the emergencies to which the arguments of Armini-
anism subjected them, sowed the wind of doctrine from which
the whirlwind has grown, that now shakes and rends the Cal-
vinistic Churches. ’—[Page 20.]

We will give some examples from this book of the manner
in which the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal
Church denounces Presbytefians to the world, and also as an
exhibition of Mr. Patton’s ““kindness and. brotherly love.”” Mr.
Hodgson, through one whole chapter of thirteen pages, endea-
vors to prove that New ‘School ministers, as a body, (and he
includes some Old School, and Baptists, in England as well
as the United States,) have been guilty of dishonesty in the con-
cealment of Calvinistic sentiments. Amongst these men he
ranks Whitefield, Robert Hall, Dr. Samuel Miller of Princeton,
Dr. Skinner, Dr. Duffield,. Dr. Beecher, &c., &c. He con-
cludes thus:—“Some may be offended with this article, sup-
posing it charges the New:School portion of the Calvinistic
ministry with a want of strict honesty in the publication of
their sentiments. This is not our object. We have stated
facts, and cannot be answerable for inferences. We cannot
deny, however, that the course which some of them have pur-
sued, has often reminded us of the dissimulation of Peter on a
certain occasion, for which Paul sharply rebuked him. Nor
should ‘any of them be too sensitive, when any thing is said
which implies that they have committed a sin, since the most of -
them disclaim with emphasis, not only the Antinomian doc--
trine of perfection, which dispenses with the obligation to keep
the law, but likewise the doctrine of scriptural perfection,
which consists in strictly keeping thellaw. If they purposely
and systematically teach that neither themselves nor any other
merely human being, ever lived without sin, need they be sur-
prised or indignant if they are sometimes suspected of commit-
ting a sin, to which circumstances so strongly tempt them 97—
[Page 262.]

The writer, here, while he disclaims, in one sentence, charg-

5
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ing the whele of the New School portion of the Calvinistic
mlmstry with a want of strict honesty, does that very thing,
in the next breath, and in the most insulting manner. He has
selected, as his proofs, some of the noblest Christian ministers
dead and living! This is Mr. Patton’s “kindness and brotherly
love.”> Do we of the Calvinistic Magazine complain? No.
We only want the policy of Methodlsm, as shown by Mr. Pat-
ton, to be understood,—which is to cry out—“Methodism is
the hated Mordecat sitting or rather working at the gate, and
refusing to do komage’>—while, it is the fact, that Methodism,
itself, is thus, all the time, exhibiting a hatred of Presbyterian-
ism as subtle, and deadly, as that of Haman the son of Ham-
medatha the Agagite, when he had the Scribes called—and
the letters sent by post to all the provinces—to cause to perish
all the Jews—and take the spoil.

Again.—Mr. Hodgson devotes thirty-two pages, to prove
that Calvinism teaches “‘the damnation of infants.”” He forces
his inferences of Calvinism, notwithstanding their denial upon
such men, as Dr. Miller, Dr. Spring, Dr. Cox, Dr. Duffield,
Mr. Barnes, the editors of the New York Observer, and upon
the Confession of Faith. The writer ends his remarks thus:—
¢“We are forcibly reminded by this doctrine of the answer of
the priests and elders to our Saviour, when he asked them
whether the baptism of John was_from heaven or of men. They
reasoned with themselves, saying, if we shall say from heaven,
ke will say, why then believed ye him not? But if we say of
men, all the people will stone us, for they be persuaded that Jokn
was a prophet. JAnd they answered that they could not tell
whence it was. The advocates of the Calvinistic system per-
ceive that if they admit all infants dying in infancy are safe,
they destroy the foundation of their system. If they admit the
damnation of some infants, they arouse against it one of the
most powerful feelings of humanity. They therefore beg to
be excused from forming any opinion on the subject. They
answer, we cannot tell.”—[Page 328.] This is Mr. Patton’s
“Lindness and brotherly love.”” Do the editors of the Calvinis-
tic Magazine complain? No. We only want our readers to
understand the policy of Methodism, as disclosed by Mr. Pat-
ton, which is—to persuade their people that these Editors are
persecuting the inoffensive Methodists,~—while Methodists them-
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selves have been ever whispering in ten thousand ears, every
day, this charge, about infant damnation, thereby to bring, ac-
cording to their own confession, upon Presbyterians the odium
of one of the most powerful feelings of humanity. '
Once more,—Mr. Hodgson, in his concluding chapter, af-
firms that “whatever differences may exist between the Old
and the New School parties, the latter have not given up Cal-
vinism.” No. He acknowledges that the “New School hold
to its fundamental principles.” What we shall now.quote he
applies to Old and New as one body. Mr. Hodgson is bewail-
ing the tendency of Calvinism, and discourses after this man-
ner—‘“When I hear the advocates of this system address the
sinner in the language of severe warning and rebuke—when I
hear them say to him, in the language of Mr. Barnes, ¢ Go home
this day, impenitent sinner, if God spares a rebel like you to get
“home—go home and reflect, that if you pass through this revival
unmoved—if you resist all the appeals that are made to you from
day to day, and week to week, the probability is, that you will be
damned’—I am affected with indescribable emotions. IfI were
to address my feelings to the sinner, to whom the appeal is
made, it would be in language like this: ‘Sinner, if the preach-
er’s creed be true, you are elected to salvation from eternity,
or excluded by the decree of Jehovah, from the covenant of
redemption, and eternally consigned to misery. If the former,
you are safe: if the latter, there is no hope of salvation for you.
Your passing through this revival unmoved will be a matter of
course. You need not permit yourself to be flattered into the
persuasion that there is salvation for you. I pity you, and the
more so, as you are so insulted by those who, according to
their own statements, serve God only as ‘he makes them wil-
ling, and whom you would equal in every good thing, if God
had only shown you equal favor.”’—[Page 400 & 401.}]—
Now observe, Mr. Hodgson’s book is published for the Meth-
dist Episcopal Church. The Methodist Chureh, then, utters
the foregoing denunciation against the Presbyterians, Old and
New School. What then is the plain meaning of these words?
Why, surely, that the whole Conference say, it is an insult to
a sinner when any Calvinistic minister warns him to repent!
and every Methodist minister, would, if ke were fo consult his
Seelings, tell the sinner, that, e was thus insulted. Of course
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Mr. Hodgson, Mr. Patton, and every Methodist minister, hold-
ing with these sentiments of the Conference, if they ever wit-
nessed, or heard of such a thing, as a revival of religion—or a
solitary conversion under Calvinistic influence, must believe
it was delusion, or the accidental finding of religion by those
who were mocked and insulted in the matter of their salvation,
Very well—if Mr. Hodgson, Mr. Patton, and the Conference
think so, let them speak out, honestly and publicly. Do we
complain? No, We only want our readers to understand
that this is ““¢he spirit of kindness and brotherly love” in which
Mr. Patton would have points of difference discussed between
Methodists and Presbyterians;—we only want our readers to
understand the policy of Methodism, as evinced by Mr. Patton,
which is, to cant about the awful powers which the Editors of the
Calvinistic Magazine would fain exercise in the trial of Metho-
dist heretics—WHILE THEY THEMSELVES PUT SUCH AN AXE A8
THIS TO THE ROOT OF THE TREE OF CALVINISM.

~ Lastly.—Mr. Hodgson assures us thai the New School divi-
nity ‘‘strengthens the hands of infidelity’’—¢‘It runs into infi-
delity at several points:”’ and to sustain this, he quotes a pas-
sage from an essay of Dr. Skinner, Mr. Hodgson says farther
—*“There will also be found a perfect agreement between De-
ism and New Divinity, on the nature of depravity, holiness and
regeneration.”” His book ends with the following passage:—
“Let it not be supposed that we judge of the moral and reli-
gious character of the advocates of this theory, and the mem-
bers of their Churches, by its logical and practical tendencies.
It is so operated upon and neutralized, by other and purer sys-
tems, that it has not had the opportunity of exhibiting its le-
gitimate effects on society. Besides opposition from other
quarters, ¢ finds in Methodism an almost omnipresent foe. But
if it were to succeed in putting down all opposition, and secur-
ing the field to itself, it would bring on the millenium of infi-
delity.”—[Page 413.] _ , _

There we have it. There is Rev. Samuel Patton’s perfect
specimen of “kindness and brotherly love.”> Listen, Presbyte-
rians, to Methodist ““brotherly love.”” Listen to Bishop Mor-
ris. He tells you that your Confession of Faith is one of the
achievements of sinners, what better than the moral poison of
Voltaire and Paine. Listen to Rev. Mr. Hodgson. He tells
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you that Calvinism, and especially the New School version qf it,

“were it to succeed in putting down all opposition, and securing
the field to itself, would bring on the millenium, of infidelity.”’—
We again request Presbyterians to keep in mind that these
things are said of us, not merely by Bishop Morris and Mr.

Hodgson, but by the General Conference—by the Methodist
Church as a Church. We hope also it will not be forgotton
that Rev. S. Patton and the itinerants of Holston Conference
have circulated these books, and preached these opinions in
our midst, as we have disclosed. ~But it may be asked once
more, whether we, the Editors of the Calvinistic Magazine

complain? No. We understand Methodism too well to com-
plain. All we want is to lead Presbyterians, Old School and

New, before it be too late, to understand the policy of Metho-

dism in East Tennessee as perfectly as we do.

We will conclude this chapter, by a general remark, and its
application. Methodism always denounces Calvinism, open-
ly and boldly, on the frontiers, or where Presbyterian influence
is weak. But, Methodism often pursues the insidious policy
we have traced where Presbyterianism is strong. Hence, be-

fore the establishment of the first series of the Calvinistic Ma-
" gazine, it was overbearing and boastful,—but during the peri-
od preceding and since the present Magazine it has slyly adapt-
ed itself to circumstances, For, 1t is notorious, that at every
point of influence in East Tennessee and around, there is a
Presbyterian character so strong, that, Methodism fears openly
to assail it. Hence the policy we have exposed. Finding that
some Presbyterians were at last aroused to resistance, it was
determined to establish a paper, What then? Answer. Put
the press in Knoxville, where Methodists were peculiarly
weak, but where at the same time they had acquired precarious
control over the most prominent Female Seminary in East Ten-
nessee. Whatnext? Answer. To flatter a highly respectable
pertion of Knoxville, the paper must be called, The Methodist
Episcopalian. What then? Why the following course seems
to have been chalked out for the Editor, by 'his superiors:—
that, if- possible, there must be no issue made between Metho-
dism and Presbytenamsm, especially not with the Old School,
who are the strongest in Knozville.. What then?  Why, if pos-
sible, make the issue between Methodism and Presbyterian-
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ism, united, against the editors of the Calvinistic Magazine !
Represent them as disturbers of peace—depict one of them as
no Presbyterian, as no christian even, but an infidel, and hypo-

crite. 'What then? Answer. Blow up the Calvinistic Maga-

zine, and crucify Mr. R.! What next? Then continue the
same policy—flatter Gld School, and New, separately, to their
faces—stab both behind their backs—walk softly, in flannel
socks, before Presbyterians in Abingdon, Jonesboro’, Green-
ville, Rogersville, Dandridge, Kingston, Athens, and especial-
ly in Knoxville. There, particularly, be full of bland smiles
before Messts. P. and R. and H. and K. and D. and C. and W.
and J. and L, and E., &c., &c., &c. Hold union meetings in
Blountville and other places—sing the children of Presbyteri-
ans into the Methodist Church wherever possible—scatter over
the land, meanwhile, papers, tracts, books, filled with the
kindness and brotherly love” of Messrs. Patton, Morris and
Hodgson, speaking for the Conference—build up Colleges by
the help of Presbyterian money—and if a Female Seminary at
an important point, is again languishing through the jealousy
of Old and New School Presbyterianism, take advantage of it,
once more, to extend the hand, and the promases, of the Con-
ference.

We have now proved our position—we have shown that the
assaults of Methodism gave rise to the New Series of the Cal-
vinistic Magazine. We have exposed the policy of Metho-
dism—it will be seen whether Presbyterians will understand that
policy and act accordingly.

Cuaprer V.—What will be effected by the New Series of
the Calvinistic Magazine? Answer, It will lead to the same
results, obtained by the Old Series. The Presbyterianism of
the Confession of Faith will be established on a firmer basis—
and there will be a thorough exposure of Methodism. These
results are showing themselves. The preaching and publica-
tions since 1st Janurry, 1843, have already exhibited much
good—more oneness of spirit is beginning to exist among Pres-
byterians. The Confession of Faith and Catechisms have been
studied with awakened interest. The true character of chris-
tian experience, as delineated in the Bible, is now being
broadly contrasted with the unscriptural, false, fanatical, and
mischievous doctrine of the Direct Witness of the Spirit, as
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taught by Mr. Wesley. The long boast of Methodism that
they know by Direct Witness, in miraculous impression, voice,
a touch, when they obtain religion, is passing away forever,
so far as it had a disturbing influence on the Presbyterian mind -
of this region. And a justifiable aversion is felt for that wide-
spread delusion. ‘While at the same time, the doctrine of the
true Witness of the Spirit, with our spirit IN the fruits of his
EVER PRESENT AGENCY IN the Christian heart, is being clearly
understood, believed, and cherished. The public mind of East
Tennessee and elsewhere will be thoroughly roused, to con-
trast Calvinism and Arminianism, Presbytery and Methodlst
Episcopacy in their bearings on the wants and destiny of a
great and free people. Elevated christian character, we trust,
will be the work of the spirit of truth and love in our midst.

We should here have closed our history of the Calvinistic
Magazine, but we beg to add a note, upon the last No. of the
Methodist Episcopalian, which has just come to hand.

-The Rev. Editor seems much annoyed by our rolling ¢The
Great Iron Wheel” across his path in Knoxville. He glides
out of the way as fast and smoothly as possible—and tells his
readers that Mr. R. published a book on the Direct Witness of
the Spirit, &c.—and that the Editor of the Episcopalian exhi-
bited a “Defence,” &c.—~and called for answers to certain
questions. But he says we are “mum’’—and being in a di-
lemma, we are out on another subject, &c. He then dis-
courses after this way;—“Now we take it for granted, and so
does public sentiment, so far as we have heard, that this file-
leader of antagonism to Methodists, wishes fo find solace in
his mortification by drawing off public attention from a splendid
failure in which he was the hero' of defeat, raises the cry of
murder, gunpowder, Popery, Prelacy, and Methodism, on an-
other part'of the wall. This flank movement is understood,
and we have no sort of objection to it but that which arises.
from a share of concern for the salvation of souls.”

If the Rev. Mr. Patton was a member of Congress, we should
tell him—*“This is good for Buncomb.” Why, yes! Who
knows but we were afraid fo attempt to answer Mr. P.%s “De--
fence?” or who knows but we in our vanity intended at a be-
fitting time some reply? Who knows but we really thought
we could safely afford ample indulgence to Mr. Patton’s book
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—and in the meanwhile, introduce ““The Great Iron Wheel”
to public notice? Now, Mr. P. will of course select from these
supposed motives, the one which best tickles his fancy. But
if we might tell hin our own reason for being ‘“num,’ it would
be thisi—we shall answer Mr. P. at a befitting time. For the
present, therefore, we will only invite Mr. Patton to accept a
luncheon of bread and ham, or a snack [as we say in East Ten-
nessee] of tongue and pickles, before the dinner we shall pre-
pare for him.

Well, then, if we read Mr. Patton right, in his “Defence,”’
as well as in all he says, his first object is, to show a sort of
agreement between Mr. Wesley and Presbyterian, and other
Calvinistic writers —secondly to prove, thereby, that Mr. R. is

no Presbyterian in his “book® on the Direct Witness—and as.

the result, to destroy Mr. R. and cement the Jesuitical union,
desired by Mr. P., between Methodists and Presbyterians in
East Tennessee. To do this, Mr. P. makes Mr. Wesley a
Presbyterian, by a process, like the bed of Procrustes.—That
is to say, he cuts off Mr. Wesley’s feet, to make him fit the
bed of Calvinism: but as the bed was too short, even after that
operation, Mr. P. has contrived to stretch the bed, not a little,
thereby to save the head of Mr. Wesley from dropping on the
floor. Then, as Mr. R. could not be made to fit the bed, why,
forsooth, he is turned out of doors, and not allowed where to
lay his head. In other words, Mr. Patton has tortured Wes-
ley’s meaning to make him a Presbyterian, for a while—has
perverted - Doddridge, Henry, Scott, Chalmers, Edwards, and
the Presbyterian Confession of Faith, to make them speak a
stammering Methodism. The book of Mr. R. is tried by this
gibberish and condemned,—and the shout then raised, ¢“0/
Mr. R. is no Presbyterian. He stands opposed to the doctrine
of the quormatwn as taught by Presbyterians, and Mr. Wes-
ley!”

Good! Good policy Mr. P.! But, alas! as Burns said, when
his plough turned up the nest of 2 mouse—

*The best laid schemes o' mice an’ men,
Gang aft a-gley.”

Mr. Patton’s nest is destroyed by the plough.—We shall now
confine ourself simply to the proof—First, that Mr. Ross’ book
is sustained by living Presbyterians and Calvinists of every
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grade, and highest standing, in the United States—and conse.

quently, that Ais “book’’ is received as exhibiting the views of
" Henry, Scott, Doddridge, Chalmers, Edwards, and the Confes-

- sion of Faith. Secondly, that, by necessary inference, Mr. Pat-
ton’s “Defence’ is condemned, by Presbyterians and Calvinists

of every grade, and highest rank, as a' false repfesentation of

Mr. Wesley and Presbyterianism on the point at issue.

First.—The Synod of Tennessee, with absolute unanimity,
endorse Mr. R.%s book.

Secondly.—The “New Englander,” a quarterly. pubhcatxon,
which on this pomt speaks the entire mind of Calvinistic New
‘England says in a notice of our book—¢“The writer of a judi-
cious book on the Witness of the Spirit does the Church a ser-
vice. There is not a doctrine in the whole Bible, probably,
which has been so perverted.—The author of this little treatise,
has brought both care and ability to bear in the formation of
his book. The evils of Wesley’s system are fully exposed,
and the true scriptural statement of this doctrine set forth and
defended.””—[Vol. 4, p. 4562—453.]

Thirdly.—The Presbyterian Advocate [Old School] of Sep-
tember 9, 1846, contains a long article on our “book,** signed
“thlaletkes”——m which the writer says:—¢The doctrme as
held by Mr. Wesley is shown, by Mr. R., with great and over-
whelming force of argument to be 1. Unscriptural. 2. False.
8. Fanatical. 4. Mischievous in its tendency.”’—The writer
of Philalethes, we now know to be Rev. Ashbel Green Fair-
child, D. D. [Old School, and of the Synod of Pittsburg.] We
have not the pleasure of personal acquaintance with this gen-
tleman, nor had we previous to the notice of us in the Presby-
terian Advocate the slightest intercourse with him. This
movement of his was, therefore, in every way, unsolicited.—
He, in his regard for our book wrote the article and sent it to
us with a letter, and several subsequent communications. He
writes—‘Your book is the very thing we needed here,” [in
Pennsylvania.] Again—I shall soon have you speakmg to
at least 150 families in Pennsylvania,” &c., &c. Dr. Fairchild
is the author of a book entitled “The G’reat Supper,” which is
an admirable defence of Calvinism on the points of Decrees
and Election. -

Fourtkly.—e-This same Pittsburg Presbyterian Advocate, De-
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cember 16, 1846, contains another notice of our book, from the
pen of Rev. David Elliot; D. D., Professor of Theology in the
Western Theological Seminary at Pittsburg. Dr. Elliot was
Moderator of the Old School General Assembly at the great
division in 1837, and stands for orthodoxy, unquestioned in
that branch of the Presbytericn Chiurch. Ir. Elliot’s notice of
our book is brief, and we give the whole of it. 1le writes:—
¢The author of this pamphlet is the Pastor of a New School
Presbyterian Church in Kingsport, East Tennessee. His lead-
ing object is to subvert the notion of Mr. Wesley, that there is
a testimony of the Spirit, by which an inward impression is
made upon the soul; whercby, the Spi.it of God directly wit-
nesses to the spirit of the man, that he is a child of Ged—and
that, without any regard te the fruits of his operation, and even
before the existence of such fruit. The judicious reader of this
pamphlet, whose mind is not warped by prejudice, or attach-
ment to system, can hardly fail {o perceive, that the ground
occupied by the author on the question t issue is the only
scriptural, and, for that reason the only safe one. We agree
entirely with President Edwards, who had extended opportu-
nities of observation on this subject, that, ‘many misthicfs have
arisen from that false and delusive notion of the witness of the
Spirit, that it is a kind of inward voice, suggestion or declara-
tion from God to man, that he is beloved, pardoned, clected, or
the like, sometimes with, and sometimes without e text of scrip-
ture; for many have been the false, and vain, though very high
affections that have arisen frem hence. 1t is to le frarcd that
multitudes of souls have been efernally undone by it Those
who can have access to this pamphlet, we have no doubt, will
feel themselves repaid by its perusal.”

Now, we believe no man will deny the Presbyterianism of

« Dr. Elliot, nor question the fact, that he speaks the senti.
‘ments of the entire Old School body in the United States. Let

our readers also notice Dr. Elliot’s quotation from President
Edwards,and then remember, that Rev. Samuel Patton brought
Edwards to sustain Wesley!!!! He might just as honestly
have brought the Bible to sustain the Book of Mormon! Ani
the same thing may be said with perfect accuracy of Mr. P.’s
attempt to show that Henry, Doddridge, Scott, Chalmers, and
the Confession of Faith support Mr. Wesley’s notion. A pub-
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lication more reckless than Mr. Patton’s “Defence,”” of regard
to candor, to say nothing of -its personal grossness, cannot be
found in the wide range even of Methodist polemical assu-
rance..

We tmn&, fm the preae'xt this- teﬁtlmony from the Old
School side of the house will do. It is"massive and conclu-
sive. And.as we never saw Dr. Elliot but once in our life,
under all the circumstances, his affirmation of our book, is as
magnanimous to us, as 1t is overwhelming to Mr. Patton. We
will only add, that the Princeton Review is not yet to hand.

Fifthly —We give one extract only from a private letter,
and as we have not the opportunity, now, of consulting the dis-
tinguished writer, we for the present suppress the name. Mr.
Patton may take the opinion, however, as that of the New -
© School Presbyterian-Church in America. The writer says, “I
have just peru;e.l Mr. Patton’s ‘Defence,’ to give both sides fair
play, and to see the progress of an important controversy.
But I am so amazed at his ignorance of the subject discussed,
.that I cannot keep silence. When I had perused the ‘Defence,’
I looked upon the production with unutterable astonishment,
that the author could do no better, gnd I deeply feared that
you would so despise the prevarication, as not fully to realize,

i *That words are tlnngs-—
While ir. delusion’s ear their magic rings.'*

Sizthly.—We beg leave to inform Mr. Patton that the first
edition of our book of 2000 copies is nearly exhausted. And
that a larger edition will be issued in the spring,—[the money
advanced unsolicited, by friends, Old and New School,} for
gratuitous dlstrxbutzon. Our reply to Mr. Patton will appear
as an appendix in that edition, and, most likely, also in the
Calvinistic Magazine.

This ig the refreshment we have offered to Mr. P.  We have

been regarding the Editor of the Episcopalian while he has
~ broken his fast, and we think he hardly will need the “dinner”
we are promising. There is an air of satiety about his eyes,
which seems to say—*‘I pray thee have me excused.”

One word—and no more for the present. It is clear that
Mr. R.’s book is sustained by Presbyterians and Calvinists, of
every grade and rank, every where. The 4ssue, then, is not
between Methodists and Presbyterians on one side, and Mr.
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R. on the other. The issue is between Methodists on one side,
and Presbyterians and Calvinists on the other. And the issue
is this—Is it scriptural and true, that there is a Direct Witness
of the Spirit, by impression, voice, or other ways of miracu-
lous message, telling the man, he is a child of God, before,
and aside from the fruits of the Spirit, or at any time? That
Mr. Wesley affirms. Or, is there no other testimony of the
Spirit than that whereby he witnesses with our spirit, in his
abiding presence in the fruits he produces? That is affirmed by
Presbyterians and Calvinists. THAT 1s THE 1ssug, And the
fact that Methodists will not meet ¢Ais issue, demonstrates they
cannot meet it, and are trying to escape in fog.

We will make one quotation more from the Episcopalian,
and with a comment or two bring this history to a close.—
Our readers will remember that [in the last paragraph but one
of the Great Iron Wheel] we said, that Methodism in its ten-
dency was to be considered as a barrel of gunpowder, which a
man might have in the same house with us, Mr, P, handles
the subject after this fashion:—¢‘If Mr, Ross as he intimates,
regards Methodism as a ‘barrel of gunpowder,” he had as well
be shifting his quarters; for, if we may judge from the past, his
attempts to write it down will only turn to the furtherance of
the Gospel,”

The last clause of this parapragh has a double meaning,
To one of the meanings we can agree. We can agree that our
é‘attempts to write down Methodism, will only turn to the fur-
therance of the Gospel,” We agree to this meaning, because
we really believe we may further the Gospel, without further-
ing Methodism, But Mr. Patton, doubtless, meant the other
thing—that our attempts to write down Methodism will only
turn to the furtherance of Methodism. Mr. P, was too modest
or canseientious to say ¢hat, but delicately solicits his readers
so to understand him, It isa graceful challenge, to consxder,
by-contrast, what Mr. Patton has done for Presbyterianism.—
We will dwell then for 2 moment upon his zeal for Methodism,
and his ¢“kindness and brotherly love’ towards Presbyterlans.
Mr. P. and Mr. R. have been ministers near Kingsport, per-
haps some twenty years. Methodism had 2 name here, when
there were not three Presbyterians in the place. Mr. Patton

“has been, we believe, repeatedly the Presiding Elder, and of-
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ten the stationed preacher HIS labors have been earnest and
faithful to build up Meéthodism, by legmmate ways, and he has
. _more than once directly, and 1n31dlously assailed Mr. R. from
‘the pulpit, to excite against him as a minister, if not as a man,
the prejudices of Methodists—in return for which Mr. R. ne-
wver made the least public reply, until his article last July in
“the Calvinistic Magazine. = What, then,is now the result of Mr.
Patton’s twenty years’ labor in this community? We answer,
'Mr. Patton has left Kingsport, “bag and baggage” for Knox-
ville. Whether he has retreated from a point deemed by him,
as occupled in too much force by Presbytenans, or merely be-
eause he is the Conference Editor, will appear by some consi-
deratlons, which, doubtless, had weight in Mr. Patton’s
mind. Among these reflections, he remembered, that, upon
an eminence, just by the road-side, there stands, exposed to
the gaze of every traveler, an old brick building,—the front
end facing the river, supported from falling out by a poplar
log set up against it after the fashion of - the trigger to 2 boy’s
trap;—and the the carpenters say, if that trigger was knocked
away the'house would tumble down. That building is the
Methodist Episcopal Church in Kingsport, over whlch direct-
ly and indirectly, Mr. P. has had charge some twenty years.
So far as we can learn, the society is in nearly as dilapidated
a condition as their house.' Indeed, the simple fact of their
having such a house, under all this watch and ward, if they are
.able to erect a better, [whmh is the case,] tells thelr religious
state. . We forbear to press this point any farther. May what
has been said provoke them to.a good work for themselves.
While Mr. P. has thus been mindful of Methodism, his
““feindness and brotherly love’’ towards. Presbyterians has not
been wholly without good results. * The Presbyterian congre-
gatlon aq,ngsport, never was so numerous—never so united
and harmonious. It has settled a pastor. It has made provi-
sion for its own male and female school, within itself, without
~ asking aid from any quarter. There is a religious paper in
'nearly every family. Domestic worship is regarded. The
Confession of Faith, and the Catechisms, are studied more than
ever before. The Sabbath Schoo! house, ‘which is the Female
Academy, is large enough for a respectable congregation, The
old Church will, for the present serve the boys, and is an ex-
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cellent building. The new cdifice, is the most beautiful house
of worship to be found in any village, with, perhaps, a single
exception, between Nashville and Richmond, Va. One of
Meneely’s Troy bells calls together every Sabbath this people,
whose worship shows a (,OuLnenJal)‘.e atteation to sacred mu-
sic.  Whether their pastor preaches Presbyterianism in his
“olews of christian experieace,” can bz uaderstood, by Mr.
Patton’s aifachment to hun 'ml from the esteem in which his
book en the Witness of the Spirit is received by Old and New
School Presbyterians every ‘where,

Joubtless when Mr. P. remembers what he has accomphsh-
el ot the place near which he lived so long, and recollects too,
tant a prophet is not without honor, save in his own country,
he il be greatly gratified.

1le has, we have said, retreated to Knoxville, What he

“will accomplish there, time will disclose. We were in Knox-

ville some weeks ago, and while we did not obtain satisfacto-
ry information as to the membership of the Methodist Church
there, we were informed that no less than seven Methodist min-
isters with, or without families, were in the place, or drawing
near. Ibla fact called to our mind, that when Ampudia, the
Mexican General, fell back from Montere) to San Louis Po-
tosi. 1t was said, that althouzh the sold: erj there were not for-
midzble, yet they had fwo /undud generals.  Mr. Patton will

then permit us to congratulate him on his safe arrival, and to
express the hope that, if we may judge from the past, his love

~of Presbyterianism *“will only turn to the furtherance of the

Gospel” in Knoxville, as it has in Kingsport.

One word as to Mr. P.tion’s allusion to the “‘barrel of gun-
powder.” Itis this, and we give it as advice in the premises,
—if Presbyterians, everywhere, will wet the gunpowder of
Methodism, with showers of Calvinism, as thoroughly as it has
been wet in Kingsport, there will be no danger of our ““house”
being blown up. ‘ ‘
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‘Election Explained.

At our request, 4 little work ennlled “The Great Supper,”
has been kaly sent us by its author; the Rev. Ashbel G.
Fairchild. It is a most admirable defence of several of our
distinguishing doctrlnes, peculiz rly adapted, as it was design-
ed, to the people. We would rejoice to see it in the-hands of
every Calvinist, and carefully read by evexy Arminian. We
subjoin a short extract from these sermdns, and will quote
from it from time to time as we have space.

I shall now proceed to the rmst interesting part of the pa- ‘

rable. The King hznmg provided a-most plentiful entertain-
ment, sent out his servant ‘to say {o them that were bidden,
Come, for all things are now rea rl/ All, however, ‘with one
consent began to m’lke excuse,” and under various pretences
declined the generous offer, “T'e masterof the house being
angry;’ and not willing that all this costly preparation should
be thrown away, directed his servant to go oul into the lanes
and streets, the highways and he: dzes, and ‘compel them to
come in that hi$ house might be filled.’ He mcreover declar-
ed, that those others, who were bidden and would not come,.
should never taste of his supper. -

This whole passage affords a beautiful 1]1us‘rr'xtxon of the
Election of Grace, as maintained by modern Calvinists. Thus,
from eternity all thmcrs ‘were present to the eye of God. To

#him the fall of man was distinctly visible, even before the race
“was called into existence, and moved by infinite mercy, he re-
solved to provide a remedy. Intending to rescue a portion of
the race from perdition, he would send hlS only begetten Son
to prepare a great salvation. - Throuzh the death of Carist, he
determined that an unlimited offer of mercy should be made to
the human family. ‘Al should be invited to partake of the
rich repast.” But he well knew that this generous offer would
be universally rejected, and that unless some special means
should be employed to bring sinners to the Saviour, all would
continue in sin and perish; and thus Christ would die in vain.

To prevent so unhappy a result, God determined to send
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forth his Spirit with his special, divine influences, and thus
many should be powerfully constrained to accede to the terms
of salvation. In other words he chose or elected them to eter-
nal life, and appointed all the means necessary to carry into
effect his merciful design. As to the rest who should be invi-
ted, but would refuse the rich provision, he resolved to pass
them by, and exclude them forever from his mercy.

These glorious purposes, formed in eternity, God is now eve-
ry where carrying into effect. At his command his servants go
forth, and invite all, ‘as many as they find,” to come and ac-
cept the salvation provided. Yet none are found to hearken
to the gracious overtures, till by the special influences of the
Spirit of grace they are brought to bow to his peaceful sceptre.

Such is the doctrine of Gratuitous Election, as received by
the Church to which we belong. It is true, our representation
of it may differ widely from that commonly made by certain
zealous Anti-Calvinists, Sectarian partisans are interested in
misleading the public in regard to our real sentiments, and
hence their assertions should be received with caution. Those
who would understand our system of doctrine, must listen, not
to the misrepresentations of its enemies, but to the explana-
tions of its friends. From the view which has been presented
you may clearly see,

1. That the doctrine of Gratuitous Election l:armomzes with
the free, unrestricted offer of salvation. ~ And yet there are some
who strangely imagine, that Calvinists are guilty of a depart-
ure from their own principles when they invite all to the gospel
feast. But there is no inconsistency here. The Master of the
feast in the parable, first directed his servant to invite ally ‘as
many as he should find”> Was this at all inconsistent with a
determination afterwards carried out, to. constrain a part to
come, and leave the rest to the consequences of their unwise
choice? Neither is God chargeable with inconsistency when
he directs that all should first be invited to the Saviour; and
when they all refuse, executes other determinations respecting
them. We invite all to the feast of the gospel, because our
divine Master has commanded us so to do. We invite them to
come, because the provision in readiness is sufficiént for all,
and if they will come, they shall 4in no wise be cast out.’—
We invite all, because it is their duty to come, and they have
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no valid excuse for staying away. We urge them to come;
because we hope that while we are speaking, the Lord may
send down the special influences of his grace; and constrain
them to yield their hearts to the Saviour.

2. We see, also, that it is not implied in the €lection of grace;
that if @ man bé elected to salvation he will be saved; let him do
what he may. This is often asserted by the énemiés of the doc-
trine. But it is nottrue. Because the Master of the house de=
termined that some. should partake of his rich repast, and to
that erid should be effectually constrained to come, did it fol-
low that they would partake whether they came or not? If
they had stayed away could they at all have tasted his bounty?
So if God has mercifully determined that some shall believe on
Christ and becomié holy in order to their final salvation, does

it follow that they will be saved whether they are true believ-.

ersofnot? Away with such absurdity! God never determines
the eénd without also determining the mearis of its accomphsh-
ments

3. We may see also that the Presbytemdn Church does not
carry the doctrine qf election Sarther than some other dénomina-
tions do. Our brethren of the Protestant Episcopal Church;
ifi their Articles of Religion, publicly declare their sentiments
in the following terms: ‘‘Predestination to life is the everlast-

ing purpose of God, whereby (before the foundations of the

world were laid) he hath constantly decreed, by his counsel;
secret to us, to deliver from curse and damnation; those whom
he hath chosen in Christ out of mankind, and to bring them by
Christ to everlasting salvation, as vessels made to honor.—
Wherefore they; which be endued with so excellent a benefit
of God, be called according to God’s purpose; by his Spirit
working in due season; they, through grace, obey the calling;
they be justified freely; they be made sons of God by adoption;
they be made like the image of his only begotten Son, Jesus
Christ; they walk religiously in good works; and at length; by
God’s mercy, they attain to everlasting felicity.”” Such are the
views of our Episcopal brethren; and it would be difficult, per-
haps impossible; to express the doctrine of personal, gratui-
tous election, in stronger or more unequivocal language.

Our brethren of the Cumberland Presbytenan Church also;

in their Confession of Faith, chap. 8, sec. 1, publicly declare
7

e e . — o
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their solemn belief, in the following words: “It has pleased
God to choose the Lord Jesus Chirist, his only begotten Son,
who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world,
to be the mediator between God and man; the Prophet, Priest
and King; the Head and Saviour of his Church, the Heir of all
things and Judge of the world; unto whom he promised a seed,
and to be by him in time redeemed, called by his Word and
Spirit, justified by his grace, sanctified and glorified.” Thisis
strong language. It is true, the words elect and predestinate
are omitted, but the passage contains the very sum and sub-
stance of the old Calvinistic doctrine of election. It tells us
that Jesus Christ was foreordained to be a Mediator, before
there were any human beings in whose behalf he could medi-
ate. It also tells us that the Father promised the Son a seed
to be redeemed and saved, before there were any sinners to be
redeemed and saved. Who is this “seed?”’ Certainly not all
mankind. Surely our brethren do not mean to affirm that all
mankind are to be, by Christ, in time redeemed, called, sanc-
tified and glorified. By the ¢“seed” is meant only a part of the
human family. Here, then, is a certain part of mankind who,
according to our brethren, were given to Christ, in etérnity,
and whose future conversion and salvation are as sure as'it can
be made by a solemn promise of the Father to the Son; utter-
ed before the foundations of the earth were laid. What is this
but the good old doctrine of Gratuitous Election? The same
brethren, also, in their Catechism, Answer to Question 7, tell
us that “God, according to the counsel of his own will, hath
forecrdained to bring to pass what shall be for his own glory.”
Now if ever the glory of God is displayed in its brightest co-
lors, it is when a sinner is turned to God by faith and repen-
tance. Everysuch event swells a new tide of joy and praise
over the heavenly world. It follows, that wherever and when-
ever such an event occurs, according to our brethren, God
must have ‘““foreordained to bring it to pass.” And this, say
they, the Lord did, not on account of foreseen goodness, but
“according to the counsel of his own will.”” What is this but
special, eternal Election?

That distinguished man, the Rev. John Wesley, in the year
1743, when in the 40th year of his age, and in the full maturi-
ty of his judgment, wrote as follows: ““With regard to the first,
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unconditional election, I believe that God * * * has uncondi-
tionally elected some persons to many peculiar advantages,
‘both with regard to temporal and spiritual things; and I do not
deny, (though I cannot prove it is so) that he has uncondition-
ally elected some persons to eternal glory.”’—Works, Vol. III,
page 289. Would Mr. Wesley have said this, if he had re-
garded election as that horrible thing some represent it to-be?
4. We may further learn, from the view which has been pre-
sented, that it is no part of the doctrine of election, as main-
tained by its friends, that the non-elect cannot be saved, let them
do what they may. If all that were bidden to the feast had ac-
cepted the invitation, instead of turning away, one to his farm
and another to his merchandize, they might all have enjoyed
the rich repast provided. And so, if the non-elect would come
to Christ, he would “in no wise cast them out.”” What hin-
ders their coming? Nothing in the universe but their own vo-
luntary, cherished sinfulness. But if, sensible of their own
weakness, they would seek the aid of the Holy Spirit, and
make the effort in humble dependence upon divine grace, they
would be enabled to come. But since they choose to stay
away, they cannot throw .the blame of their perdition upon
God, and say, let them do what they will, they must be lost.
Of what can they complain? That they were not invited to the
feast? No. That the provision was not sufficient? No. Did
they come and were refused admittance? No. Did they ear-
nestly desire to come, but were prevented? No, Of what
then can they complain, unless of this,—that they were not
constrained to do what they were not willing to do. And will
.any one complain of that? No: be assured their mouths will
be stopped, and they will forever feel that they are their own -
destroyers. - There is no mysterious agency, no fatal necessity,
no secret decree of God which drags the sinner down to perdi-
tion. Iam aware that insinuations to that effect are often
thrown out against the doctrines of our church; but T solemnly
assure you that they are all utterly groundless. Qur Confes-
sion of Faith, in accordance with the language of the Bible,
says of the non-elect that “It pleased God. . . to pass them by,
and ordain thém to’ dishonor and wrath for their sin.” Ch. 8,
Sec. 7. And the Larger Catechlsm, in the answer to Question
+ 68, tells us that, “for their wilful neglect and contempt of the
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grace offered to them, being justly left in unbelief, they do ne-
ver truly come to Christ.” And the Confession, in Chap. 10,
Sec. 4, says, ‘“they never truly come to Christ, and therefore
cannot be saved.” What is the plain meaning of all this lan-
guage? What but this, that if any are not saved, it is because
they do not truly come to Christ. Again; they do not come to
Christ, because they are justly left in unbelief; and they are
left in unbelief, and finally punished for their wilful neglect
and contempt of the grace offered to them.

And here it will not be out of place to notice the sentiments
of other denominations on this point, In the volume of “Doc-
trinal Tracts,’” published by authority of the General Confe-
rence of the Methodist Episcopal Church, on page 139, we are
informed that ¢“God pre-destinates, or foré-appoints all disobe-
dient unbelievers to damnation, not without, but according to
his fore-knowledge of all their works from the foundation of
the world.” And again, on the following page, “God refused
or reprobated all disobedient unbelievers as such to damna-
tion.” This is certainly very strong language. It represents
God as predestinating a certain part of mankind to damnation
thousands of years before they were born; and I am sure na
modern Calvinist would express himself on the sub_]ect in
harsher terms.

Short Practical Sermons—No, 4.
SELF-EXAMINATION.

“ Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith: prove your
gun selves.  Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ
1s in you, except ye be reprobates ?”’—II Cor. xiii: 5.

There is np christian duty more important than the one en-
joined in the text, as our safety, growth in piety, and religious
enjoyment depend mainly uponit. That it is much neglected
there is no doubt, and hence the multitudes of weak and sick-
ly christians in all our churches, who, though they may have
been “born again,” scarcely show signs of life—and having
taken their stand on the Lord’s side, seem to think it is
to stand still. Many, for want of it, it is to be feared, are
wholly deceived, and will so remain until, they hear the cry,
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¢“Behold the bridegroom cometh,” or the voice from within,
saying, “depart from me, I never knew you.” Among all who
stand upon the left hand in the great day, this class must be
pre-eminently wretched. If you would avqid it, “examine
yourselves honestly—diligently—prayerfully.” Better you
had never had a hope, than a hope that must pgrish. We are
not speaking to hypocrites, but the professor, who, though he
may be honest, yet may be deceived; who believes he has re-
ligion, only because he does not know what religion’is, a class,
we may infer from our Saviour’s frequent reference to them,
quite numerous. This examination is to be made with the
view to the all-important question—am I a, christian or am I
pot?—*“whether ye be in the faith?”

Many seem to regard it as a question that is to be left open
—that it would be assuming tqo much to decide this great mat-
ter for qurselves; and because some, from weakness, or error,
or spiritual pride, are proclaiming it from the house-tops, that,
therefore, we are not to advance at all in that direction. If
we are cherishing a mere dreamy hope, it is all we are to ex-
pect, or that can be expected af us. But this is not enough,
por ought we to be satisfied with it. Nor will there be any
danger, if we arrive at the proper point, that our pride and
self-complacency will rise. The poor culprit has none of thig
feeling while he examines the reprieve that has been sent him,

and satisfies himself that itisin due form, and that he is the-

subject of it,—nor is he disposed to claim any pre-eminence,
as he descends from the scaffold, to take his stand among his
fellow-citizens. Sa the christian—a sinner saved by free,sove-
reign, unmerited grace—feels that “boasting is excluded.”—
And hence, the more eminent the christian, the less he has to
say about his attainments. .

- Ifa satxsfactory conclusion can be amved at on any subject,
surely it is the ong we are considering, where God is on.the
one side, and our own hearts on the ather. His commands are
plain, and his promises absolute.. We can,and we do, under-
stand what He means, when He tells us to believe in Christ.—
He tells us to repent and obey the Gaspel, and surely we can
‘get deep enough into our own hearts to know whether we have
‘met these requirements. Surely, if he tells us what we must
do to be saved, He means to be understood—and having un-

'
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derstood, we can decide whether we have complied. To take
any other view of the Gospel, renders it of no avail as it re-
gards our fina] salvation.

Nor would I be understood as teaching that man, indepen-
dently of God, can embrace and obey the Gospel, any more
than that the man at the pool could, of himself, rise up and
walk. But when the command is given, the power is impart-
ed. It was notin kis own sirength the cripple rose, but he
believed, and the strength was given,

So far we have only reascned on this subject, but what are
the teachings of the Bible? What says the text? ‘“Examine
yourselves whether ye be in the faith.” The examination,
then, is with the view to ascertain this very fact, of your being
in a state of grace. ‘‘Prove your own selves, Know ye not
that Christ Jesus is within yqu, except ye be reprobates?’—
Know ye not, in other words, that ye are christians or sinners;
and to settle this point we are required to examine ourselves,
But John is still more explicit: ‘“Hereby we know that we
have passed from death unto life, because we love the breth-
ren.”” “We know that we are in Him because we keep His
commandments,”’

And now having shown, as I think, both from reason and
Scripture, that something more than a mere peradventure—a
mere flimsy hope, may be reached—nay, that “a lively hope,”
““a gtrang hope,’” a hope that shall be as an anchor to the soul,
may be attained to, who that does not enjoy it, will not at once
set ahout the work; and ‘‘examine himself”” to see what is
wanting to give him this comfortable, this soul-rejoicing assu-
rance?

May I not hope that some who hear me are ready to begin,
and that I hear them ask, how shall I go about it? How shall
we test the matter, whether we are children of God or not?

I would say, in answer, not by reverting (as too many do)
to your experience, and the scenes and exercises through which
you then passed—and because you have always thought that
they were the work of God—therefore conclude you are now
a christian. I would not do this, for the same reason that in
establishing the fact of my present-natural existence, I would
not think of going back to the incidents of my natural birth.
I have testimony nearer at hand, and more conclusive. My
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heatt beats, my lungs heave, I act; I feel. So as to spiritual
life. If the principle was ever imparted, it still lives—borne
down—torpid-—stupified it may be, by indulgence in sin—as in
the case of David, but it still lives—and we no sooner become
conscious of our state, than, as’in his case, the principle re-
vives—and resumes its proper place. And whilst strong con-
solation may be drawn from the consistency and faithfulness
of past life, I would not place my chief reliance upon that,
any more than I would conclude nry present health to be good,
because I had enjoyed general good health.

The present state of the heart and the affections; is the safe
criterion. Do Ilove God now? Dol love my brother now?
Is my presént course onward and upward? “Am I reaching forth
to the things which are before? This seems to have been
Paul’s coursé. In his conversionr and subsequent history, he
had more of this kind of testimony to appeal to, than any man
whose life is upon record, ¢“Yet,” he says, ‘I count not myself
to have attained,”-——“forgetting 'the things that are behind, I
press towards the mark,” &c.

It may be asked, how often is this duty to be performed? I
answer by asking, how often do you want to know that God
is your friendy and heaven your home? How often does the
rich worlding want to know that he is rich? Would he ever
be unconscious of it? Then let this examination run along the
whole current of your life, and become the daily habit of your
mind, Let this be your language—‘‘Search me, O God, and
know my heart; try me, and know my thoughts, and see if
there be any wicked way in me, and lead me m the way ever-
lasting.”

And I would say to every professor of religion, beware how
you compare yourselves with others, though they may be elders
or preachers, or those, the fame of whose piety has spread over
all the country. Christ Jesus is your example, and upon him
your character is to be formed. You are commanded to “be
perfect as he was perfect, and holy ds he was holy,” and
though you will never reach the perfection of his adorable cha-
racter, you will yet make higher attainments by aiming at it.

Beware, too, how you make resolutions of general amend-
ment. 'They usually amount to nothing, or worse than noth-
ing, quieting the conscience, and thereby putting us more off

-
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our guard. The veriest sinner solaces himself upon this ground
—he intends to do better. There is no difficulty in getting the
lax professor to promise the same thing. But come to particu-
lars, and he recoils. Ask him if he will pray in his family?
He says noj he cannot promise that. Nor in public? No.
Will you admonish your children? No, I cannot talk to them.
Nor your impenitent nexghbor’l No, he will say, ‘“physician
heal thyself.” Will you give more to benevolent purposes—
to the Bible, the tract, the missionary cause? I cannot pro-
mise. What of temperance—will you make 2 speech, or con-

- tribute something to circulate temperance publications? Can-

not do either. And so with the whole catalogue of christian
duties: There is not one that he is ready to take up, and yet
he intends to' do better.

General resolves; we repeat, avail nothing. Come up at
once to partlcular duties. You have been neglecting the fa-
mily altar. Set it 4p at once. You have never warned your
¢hildren of the danger of living and dying out of Christ. Do
it now and continue to do it. Bemn to be faithful to your
neighbor, No longer forget that God requires you to send the
Gospel to the heathen—to distribute the Bible, the tract, and
the pious book to those around you. Foster the Sabbath-
School, as the nursery of the Church. Let the Temperance
cause feel; and rejoice in your weight and influence. And
last; not least—strengthen the hands of your minister.” In
short, take up every neglected duty—and do it with method
and decision. Having done this; turn upon the other hand,
to your known sins;

Are you covetous? Do you love money for its own sake?
Remember, it is the root of all evil. And do not cloak your
sin under that text of Scripture which says, “He that provides -
not for his own household,” &c., for it has nothing to do with
it, and simply refers to What is due from us to WldOWS and in-
dlgent relatives.

Do you bear malice? Is there emmty in your hieart? Root
it out, and do not justify it because the injury has been wilful
and palpable. If it were not so, there would be nothing to
forgive—and the injunction would be useless.

In short, find out your besettmg sins, (for all have them,)
and extirpate them.

.
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Examine yourselves—not only with the view to seeing
whether your hope is well grounded—but in God’s strength to
make it so, and let it not be said of you—‘One thing thou
lackest.” And remember, that one thing, small though it 1t may
seem to you, may finally shut you out of heaven. 3

In conclusion, I would say, do not understand me as teachmg
that works are the ground of your salvation. They are evi-
denices only of the soundnéss of your faith. They are the
streams that will flow from the ‘“well of water that is in you,”
if you havé ever been truly converted to God. J K.

Missionary.
RESULTS OF THE YEAR.

- TrosE who have contributed to the funds of the American
Board during the past year, may ask, “How has the money
been expended?”’ ¢What machxnery has it kept in motion?”?

“What results has it secured?” Perhaps the following an: |

swers to thiose inquiries will be satisfactory.

1. Number of Laborers—There are twenty-six missions

tinder the care of the Board, embracing ninety-five stations.—
The ordained missionaries, at the present time, amount to 140,
eleven of whom are physicans. = In addition to these there are
5 other physnclans, 31 teachers, printers, &c., and 187 female

assistant missionaries; To this number we must add 20 native

preachers, and 128 other native helpers. Thus we make the
whole number of laborers connected with the missions, and
sustained by the Board, five hundred and eleven.

2. Schools—To prepare natives to engage in the missionary
work as preachers, teachers, &c., 7 seminaries are in operation,
containing 487 pupils. Bes1des these there are 34 boarding
schools; in which 854 male and 833 female pupils are brought
directly and constantly under the influence of Christian in-
struction. The number of day-schools—including those at the
Sandwich Islands, which owe their existence and efﬁmency to
the mission, and are still in part sustained and directed by it—
is 602, containing 29,171 scholars. Thus the whole number of
pUplls, more8 or less under the care of the missions, is 31,045,
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3. The Press.—The missions have also under their direction
15 printing establishments; connected with which are 32
presses and 40 fonts of type, prepared to issue publications in
27 different languages. At eleven other missions printing is
executed by presses not owmed by the Board, making the
whole number of languages, in which printing is done for the
missions, exclusive of the Englishy 37. The works printed
during the last year, including tracts, amount to 460,000; the
whole number of pages printed during the year is not less than
40,000,000.

4. Results—When we ask for the fruit of missionary labor,
recently expended, the first and obvious answer is, ““The har-
vest is not yet come.” Who would think of estimating the
benefits which our religious and educational institutions have
conferred upon this country, during the last year, by the fruit
already gathered? The seed-time is but just gone; the joy of
the reaper is yet to come! Who can say how much'good théese
40,000,000 printed pages will hereafter accomplish! Who can
tell how much better and happier these thirty-one thousand
children and youth will become, in consequence of the in-
struction which they have secured! Who can foretell the
number of those who will hereafter trace their spiritual life to
the exhortations and warnings, which these five hundred and
eleven missionary laborers have uttered within the last twelve
months? :

And yet there are somre visible and known results. There
has been a very interesting revival among the Nestorians; and

. more than one hundred are reported as hopeful converts. The
Choctaws have been greatly blessed, and more than two hun.
dred have been received into the churches. Among the Ar-
menians four new churches have been organized; and manys, it
is hoped, have been recently born again. At the Sandwich
Islands, at Ahmednuggur, at Madura, there have been consi-
derable additions to'the churches. To say nothing of other
missions, where the success has been less striking, are not
these results of the past year sufficient to call forth our grati-
tude, and to excite us to new and more vigorous efforts?—
Who will maintain that he has given too much?—Day-
apring.
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“A Link Broken”—,QPreaching: in India,

I onE day preached on the general corruption of maskind,
and the impossibility of being saved by our own vorks.; A
person present expressed his surprise at my assertions, and
thought it strange that I should .enforce the necessity of our
keepi‘ng the whole law, if’ we desired to be saved by our own
merits. It was unjust, he urged, to consider a man cursed who
confirmeth not al/ the words of the law te do them, and eried
out, “How can this be true, that whosoever shall keep the whole
law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all? How can
this be? If I keep six of the commandments, and break four,
have I not kept the majority? And is not God in justice bound
to give me heaven, becauseé I have kept two more than I have
broken?”’ _ '

In explaining these truths we can easily make ourselves un-
derstood to cultivated minds; but I could never make the com-
mon people understand me without a parable. Instead of en-
termg into an argument, I have often replied by describing a
scene on the Ganges: “The day was dismal, the wind roared,
the thunder pealed, the lightning was vivid, the waves of the
Ganges raged, the stream was swollen, and the current rapid;
the infuriated elements threatened destruction to every vessel
on its waters; no boat could outlive tke storm for any length of
time. But, see, what is that? Itisa boat in distress, filled
with people, rapidly hurried along by the waves. Between the
‘peals of thunder the shrieks of the people are heard; they fear
the rocks on the shore to which the current is driving them.
What can be done for them? -Could they but be drawn into
this creek they would be safe. - Those on the shore look anx-
iously around, and discover a chain lying near them. A man
instantly fastens a stone to a rope, binds the other end to the
chain, and flings the stone into the boat. The rope is caught;
the people eagerly lay hold on the chain; while those on shore
begin to draw them, amid the raging elements, toward the
creek. They already rejoice at the prospect of deliverance;
but when they are within a few yards of the land one link of
the chain breaks; I do not say fen links, but one link, in the
middle of the chain. What shall these distressed people do
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now? Shall they still cling to the unbroken links?” ¢Npo!
no!” exclaimed one of my hearers: ‘‘overboard with the cham,
or it will sink them the sooner.” ¢“What then shall they
do?’ “Cast themselves upon the mercy of God,” exclaimed
another. ¢“True,” I replied; “if one commandment be brok-
en, it is as though all of them were broken; we cannot be sav-
ed by them; we must trust in the mercy of God, and lay hold
on the almighty hand of Christ, which is stretched out to save
us.”” I have frequently used this parable, and always found it
to answer.—Rev. C. B. Leupolt.

The Daugh;er of John Knox,

Er1zaseTH, a daughter of John Knox, the dlstlncrulshed re-
former, appears to have possessed more of the spmt of her fa-
ther than his other children; and her life, through a variety of
the most trying vicissitudes, bears a strong resemblance to his,
Her husband, Mr. Welch, was one of those patriotic clergy-
men wha opposed the ty ranmcal and arbitrary measures with
which King James endeavored to destroy the power and free-
dom of the Scottish church.

The king was so exasperated by certain lawful steps taken
by Welch and five of his colleagues in opposmon to himself,
that he laid the questlon before the secret council; and When
the clergymen declared that they could not consider the coun-
cil as their competent Judges, they were arraigned for hlgh
treason, Their trial at Linlithgow was carried sq far, through
the shameless influence of the court, that the sentence of death
was pronounced upon them. But Madam Welch, who had
followed her husband to his prison, not merely recelved the
sentence as caquly as he hlmself but invited the wives of the
other five clergymen to unite thh her in thanking God, that
he had given their husbands the strength and resolution to sa-
crifice themselves to the cause of their Lord and Master.

When the sentence of death was changed to that of exile,
she followed her husband to France, where they resided for
sixteen years. Here Mr. Welch applied himself with so much
zeal to the acquisition of the language, that after the lapse of
fourteen weeks he was able to preach in French, and was im-

14
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mediately chosen pastor of a Protestant congregation in Nerac,
but was soon called from this place to St. Jean d’Aggeli.

After the outbreak of war between Louis XII -
testant subJects, this clty was besieged by the 1 %,
and Mr. Welch, by his exhortations, not only -

habitants to the boldest resistance, but was him:
to be seen upon the walls, where he united his eff‘mts Wlth
those of the garrison, for the defence of the city.

When, at length, a treaty was concluded, after which the
king made his entry into the town, Mr. Welch returned to
preach in his_presence, and go through with the Protestant
services; with which the king was so incensed, that he sent the
Duke d’Espernon, with a company of soldiers, into the church,
to brmcr the preacher from his pulpit. At the entrance of the
duke into the house, Mr. Welch requested his hearers to give
place to the Lord Marshal of France, and invited him to be
seated and listen to God’s word, The duke, surprised by these
words, and the tone in which they were uttered, accepted the
seat offered him, and hstened with serious attentlon to the en-
tire discourse. :

At the close of the servxces, he led the clergyman into the
presence of the king, who asked him how he dared to preach
when it was a law- recogmzed throughout the kingdom, that
the services of the reformed church should bé held in no place
‘where the court resided. €O sire!” answered Mr. Welch, ¢4f -
your maJesty knew what I preached, you would not only come
yourself tq hear me, but would wish all France to do so; for I
preach not as those men you have been accustomed to hear,
First, I preach that you can be saved only through the merits
of Jesus Christ, and not through your own; and I am sure, your
conscience tells you, that you will never merit heaven through
your good works. Next, I preach- that, as you are king of
France, no man should have power over you; but the ministers
you are accustomed to hear, subject you to the Pope of Rome,
which I will never do.”” His majesty, whom this réply had
pleased, jokingly answered; “Very good, you shall be my mi-
nister!” and addressing him as “father,” assured him of his
protection. Louis proved true to his word; for in 1621, when
St. Jean d’Angeli was conquered by the kmg s military, he
particularly commanded Lord de Vitri, one of -his generals, to

ELY
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provide for the safety of Mr. Welch. This officer caused him

" and his family to be brought to Rochelle, after which, in the
king’s name, he provided him with the necessary means for

continuing his journey.

~ As Mr. Welch found his health rapidly failing, and was told
by his physicians that the air of his native land alone could
restore him, he returned, in 1622, to visit England; but its
reigning prince was too narrow-minded a man to treat him
with the generosity of the French monarch. James feared the
influence of a man in the last stages of consumption, and re-
fused him permission to return to Scotland. Madam Welch,
through the influence of a number of her mother’s relations,
obtained admission at court, to intercede for her hysband; when
the following conversation took place, which will hest show
her spirit.

When she, in reply to the king’s inquiry who her father was,
spoke the name of Knox, James exclaimed, ¢Knox and Welch!
the devil never made that match!”’ ¢Very like, sire,” she dry-
ly replied, “for we never asked his advice.” He wished par-
ticularly to know how many children her father left; and
whether they were lads or lasses. At herreply, that but three
children yet syrvived, and those were all lasses, he raised both
hands, and exclaimed, “God be praised! for if'there lived three
sons of Knox,Icould never enjoy my threekingdoms in peace!*?
When she again endeavored to obtain his permission for her
husband to return to Scotland, and he, with his habitual ryde-
ness replied, “Give him his native air! give him the devil!”
““Give that to your hungry courtiers!” said she, offended at his
profaneness. But when he at length said, that her husband
might return to his native land, pravided he would pramise
submission to the'newly appointed bishop of the country, Ma-
dam Welch, quickly raising her apron towards him, retorted
in the true spirit of her father, ¢“With your leave, sire, rather
would I receive his head in this apron!”

Madam Welch died at Ayr, January, 1625.—/American Mes-
senger.
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The Atonement.{ :

ey

“Now once in the end of the world hath he appeared to put
‘away sin by the. sacrifice’of himself.—Christ was once offered to
bear the sins of many.”— Heb. IX. 26—28.

THE sacrifice of Christ in which he bore the sins of many,
constitutes the atonement. We propose to consider,

I. The scriptural facts in relation to the atonement.

II. The adaptation of the atonement to the principles, na-
ture, and design of the divine government.

I. The scrlptural facts in relation to the atonement.

An atonement is somewhat offered to the protector of law,
in the place of the punishment of the transgressor, which some=
what must be calculated to answer the end of punish-
~ ment. It must be offered by one who sustains the office of

High Priest by divine appointment; and the lawgiver must
have agreed to accept it as an atonement, and the act of offer-
ing must be an act of obedience to the command of the Su-
preme Governor.
1st. When Israel was exposed to pumshment for the sin of
the golden calf, Moses said, “Ye have sinned a great sin, and
now I will go up unto the Lord peradventure I will make an
atonement for your sin. ”—Exo 32: 30. Moses hoped he
might offer somewhat to the Lord, on the ground of which he
might pardon their guilt.
2d. The atonement must be a somewhat that the guardian
_of the public interest had agreed to accept. If the Supreme
Ruler had not agreed to accept the somewhat as an atonement,
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he could not be under any obligations to accept it, or to remit
the punishment due to the transgressor. He might say, your
oblation is vain, “who hath required this at your hand?”’

3d. He who offers an atorement must sustain the office of
high priest by divine appointment. ¢Every high priest taken
from among men, is ordained for men in things pertaining to
God, as was Aaron; so also Christ glorified not himself to be
made an high priest. Called of God an high priest after the
order of Melchisedec.”—Heb. 5: 1, 4, 5, 10,

4th. The act of offering must be an act of obedience to the
Supreme Ruler of the universe. Christ says, ‘““Therefore doth
my Father love me, because I lay down my life, that I might
take it again. No man taketh it from me; but I lay it down
of myself. I have power to lay it down; and I have power to
take it again. This commandment have I received of my Fa-
ther.”>—John 10: 17—18. '

5th. The Gospel atonement consisted in the sufferings of
Christ on the cross. “It is of necessity that this man have
somewhat to offer.””—Heb. 8: 3. ¢Christ hath redeemed us
from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us; for it is
written, cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree.”’—Gal.
3: 13. “How much more shall the blood of Christ, who,
through the eternal Spirit offered himself witheut spot to God,
purge our consciences from dead works to serve the living
God.”—Heb. 9: 13—14. “Nor yet that he should offer him-
self often, as the high priest entereth into the holy place eve-
ry year with the blood of others, for then must he often have
suffered since the foundation of the world; but now once in the
end of the world he hath appeared to put away sin by the sa-
cerifice of himself.”” ¢Christ hath once suffered for sins, the
just for the unjust.”’—1 Pet. 3—18.

- 6th. The sufferings which Christ endured were not the pe-
nalty of the law; nor was the act of offering himself an act of
obedience to any requirement of the moral law, for the follow-
ing reasons:

. Ist. Christ made an atonement as high priest; but the moral
law contains no provision for the office of high priest, nor for
an atonement. Its only language is, he who obeys shall live,
he who sinneth shall die.

2d. If the law appointed a high priest, and provided the
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atorement, then the scheme of redemption was a legal scheme.
No one well instructed in the law and testimony will venture
to advocate so unscriptural a sentiment.

3d. The law could not command Christ, until he ‘‘was made
of a woman, and made under the law.”” But Christ came un-
der the law, to do-a work that he agreed to do from eternity,
before the law was given, and before he came under the law.
éLa, I come: in the volume of the book it is written.of me; I
delight to do thy will, Omy God; yea, thy law is within my
heart.”—Ps. 40: 6—-—8

4th. The ceremonial law was typical; yet it could not be
typical of the moral law, as the moral law preceded the cere-
monial; and a type points to something yet future. = Then, of
‘what was the ceremonial law typical? We answer, of the Gos-
pel plan; and was a pattern of the heavenly plan, laid in the
covenant of redemption. Accordingly Aaron was appointed a
priest, not by the moral law, but by the ceremonial law; and
the sacrifices were typical of the sufferings of Christ; and these
sacrifices were instituted by the ceremonial law, and not by
the moral la