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EXTRACTS FROM THE LIFE OF GeonGE WHITEFIFLDe. 

Tuis pious and extraordinarv minifter was born at Glous- 

cefter, December 16, 1714. His father who was bred to 

the wine-trade at Briltol, removed from thence to Gloue 

cefter, and kept aninn. He had fix fons and one daughe 

ter. Of the fons George was the youngeft, who was only 

two years old when his father died; and he was brought 

up with great tendernefs by his mother, 

When he was between twelve and fifteen, he had made 

{ome progrefs in claflical learning ; and, we are told, that 

even then his eloquence began to appear in fome puerile 

compofitions written for the amufement of his fchool.fel- 

lows. But his rifing genius was deprived of the ufual 

means of improvement, through the decreafe of his mo- 

ther’s trade ; and he was obliged to affift her in carrying 

onthe bufinefs of the inn. His turn of mind, however, ai 

though depreffed, could not be exftinguifhed ; and in this 

very unfavorable fituation, we are told, that he compofed 

feveral fermons, and that the impreffions of religion were ' 

very {trong upon him. When he was about feventeen, he . 

received the facrament, and employed as much of his time 

as he could in prayer and reading, in fafting and medita. 

tion, and jn all thofe devout exercifes, which are the food 

and the delight at once of every religious mind. 

About eighteen, he entered at Pembroke Colleg: ia 

Oxford, where he continued three years. At twenty-one, 

he was fent for by Dr. Benfon, Bifhop of Gloucefter, who 

told him, *“¢ That though he had purpofed to ordain none 

under three and-twenty, yet he fhould reckon it his duty 

to ordain him whenever he applied. Upon which, at the 

tarncft perfuafion of his friends, he prepared for taking 
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orders, His behaviour on this occafion was very exeme 

plary. He firft fludied the thirty nine articles, that he 

might be fatisfied of their being agreeable to fcripture, 

Then, he examined himfelf bv the qualifications of a mi. 

nifter mentioned in the New. Teftament, and by the quef. 

tions that he knew were to be put to him at his ordination, 

On the Saturday, he was much in prayer for himfelf and 

thofe who were to be ordained with him. On the mornin 

of his ordination, (which was at Gloucefter, Sunday, June 

@C, 1736) he rofe early, and again read, with prayer, St, 

Paul’s epiftles to Limothy, and, after his ordination, went 

to the Lord’s table. 

On the Sunday afterwards he preached a fermon in the 

church, where he was baptized toa very crowded audi- 

tory, on the necessity and benefit of religious sccrety. His 

own remark upon this was; * Lalt Sunday in the after. 

noon, I preached my firft fermon in the church where f 

was baptized, and alfo firft received the facrament of the 

Lord’s fupper. Curiofity drew a large congregation toge- 

ther. The fight, at firft, a litth awed me. But I was 

comforted with a heart felt fenfe of the divine prefence ; 

and foon found the advantage of having been accuflomed 

to public fpeaking, when a boy at fchool ; and of exhort. 

ing and teaching the prifoners, and poor people at their 

private houfes, whilft at the univerfity. By thefe means, 

i was kept from being daunted over much. As I pro. 

ceeded, I perceived the fire kindled, till at laft, though fo 

young, and amidift a crowd of thofe who knew me in my 

childith days, I truft, I was enabled to fpeak with fome de- 

gree of gofpel authority. Some few mocked; but mot 

for the prefent feemed ftruck: and I have fince heard, 

that a complaint had been made to the bifhop, that I drove 

fifteen mad the fivft fermon. the worthy prelate, as I am 

informed, wifhed that the madnefs might not be forgotten, 

before next Sunday.” 

The week following, he returned to Oxford, and took 

his bachelor’s degree. And here he found tull employe 

ment in taking care of the prifoners and the puor. But it 

was not long before he was invited to London. While he 

remained here letters came from the Meffrs, Wefleys and 

Ingham, in Georgia, which made him long to go and help 

them. But not feeing his call clear, at the appointed 

time he returned to his little charge a#& Oxford. He now 

divided the day into three parts, allotting eight hours for 

ficep and meals, eight for fludy and retirement, and cight 
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Yor reading pravers, catechizing, and vifiting the people. 

Yet his mind ftill ran on going abroad. And now, in Ja- 

nuary, 1737, being fully convinced he was called of God 

thereto, he fet all things in order, and went down to take 

leave of his friends in Gloucefter. It was in this journey 

that God began to blefs his miniftry in an uncommon mane 

per. Wherever he preached, amazing multitudes of hear, 

ers flocked together, in Gloucefter, in Stone.houle, in 

Bath, and in Briftol ; fo that the heat of the churches was 

f{carce {upportable. And the impreffions made on the minds 

of many were no lefs extraordinary. After his return to 

London, while he was detained by general Oglethorpe, 

from weck to week, and from month tu month, it plealed 

God to blefs his word ftill more. And he was indefatigas 

ble in his labour: generally on Sunday he preached four 

times, to exceeding large auditories; befides reading 

prayers twice or thrice, and walking to and fro ten or 

twelve miles. 

As his popularity encreafed, oppofition encreafed pro» 

portionably. Nor was he without oppofition even from 

fome of his friends. But under thefe difcouragements, he 

had great comfort in meeting every evening with a band 

of religious intimates, to fpend an hour in prayer, for the 

advancement of the gofpel, and for all their acquaintance, 

fo far as they knew their circumftances. In this he had 

uncommon fatisfa€tion. Once he {pent a whole night with 

them in prayer and praife ; and fometimes at midnight, af- 

ter he bad been quite wearied with the labours of the day, 

he found his flrength renewed in this exercife, which 

made him compofe his fermon upon intercession. The 

nearer the time of his embarkation approached, the more 

affeCtionate and eager the people grew. Thoufands and 

thoufands of prayers were put up forhim. They would 

run and ftop him in the alleys of the churches, and fol. 

low him with wifhful looks. But above all, it was hardy 

eft for him to part with his weeping friends at St. Dun. 

ftan’s, where he helped to adminilter the facrament to 

them, after {pending the night before in prayer ; this parte 

ing was to him moft infupportable. 

On December the 28th he left London, and from Sune 

day, May 7:h, 1738, till the latter end of Augult following, 

he made full proof of his miniftry in Georgia, particularly 

at Savannah. It was now that he obferved the deplorable 

condition of many children here ; and now the firlt thought 

catered his mind of foyndiog an osphan houle ; for which 
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he determined to raife contributions in England, if God 

Should give him a fafe return thither. In December fol. 

lowing after a perilous paffage by Ireland, he did return to 

London: and on Sunday January the 14th, 1739, he was 

ordained pricft by his friend bifhop Benfon at Chrift church, 

Oxferd. The next day he came to London again ; and on 

Sundav the 2ift preachedtwice. But though the churches 

were large, and crouded exceedingly, yet many hun. 

dreds ftood in the church-yards, and hundreds more re, 

turned home. This put him upon the firft thought of 

preaching in the open air. But when he mentioned it to 

fome of his friends, they judged it to be mere madnefs, 

So he did not carry it into execution, till after he had lefe 

London. It was on Wednefday, February 21, that, find. 

ing all the church doors to be fhut againft him in Briftol, 

(be fides that no church was able to contain one half of the 

congregation) at three in the afternoon, he went to Kingf. 

Wood, and preached abroad, to near two thoufand people. 

The colliers, he bad heard, were very rude, and very nu. 

merous; fo uncultivated, that nobody cared to go among 

them ; neither had they any place of worfhip; and often, 

when provoked, they were a terror to the whole city of 

Briftol. He therefore looked upon the civilizing of thefe 

people, and much more, the bringing of them to the pro. 

fcflion and praétice of chriftianity, as a matter of great ime 

portance. * I though: (fays he) it might be doing the fer. 

vice of my Creator, who had a mountain for his pulpit, and 

the heavens for his founding board; and who, when his 

gofpel was refufed by the Jews, fent his fervants into the 

high ways and hedges.” After much prayer, and many 

ftruggles with himilelf, he cne day went to Hanram Mount, 

atd, flanding upon a hill, began to preach to about a huns 

dred colliers, upon Matth. v. 1, 2, 3. This foon took air, 

At the fecond and third time the numbers greatly increafed; 

till the congregation, at a moderate computation, amount. 

ed to near twenty thoufand, But with what gladnefs and 

eagernefs, many cf thefe defpifed outcafts, who had never 

been in a church in their lives, received the word, is a. 

bove defcription. “ Having (as he writes) no righteoufnefs 

of their own to renounce, they were glad to hear of a Jee 

fus who was a friend to publicans, aud came not to call 

the righteous, but finners to repentance. Ihe fi-ft difco- 

veiy of their being affected, was to fee the white gutters 

thade by their tears, which plentifully fell down their black 

therks, as they came out of their coal pits’ ~Hundreds‘and 
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hundreds of them were foon brought under deep convie 

tions, which (as the event proved) happily ended in a found . 

and thorough converfion, ‘The change was vifible to all, tho” 

numbers chofe to impute it to any thing, rather than the 

finger ot God. As the fcene was quite new, and [ had juft 

began to be an ex'empore vreacher, it often occafioned ma- 

ny inward conflicts, Sometimes, when twenty thoufand 

people were before me, I had not, in my own apprehenfion 

a word to fav, either to God orthem. But I was never to- 

tally deferted, and frequently (for to deny it would be lying 

againft God) fo alifted, that I knew by happy experience, 

what our Lord meant by faying out of his belly shall flow 

rivers of living water. The open firmament above me the 

profpect of the adjacent fields with the fight of thoufands 

and thoufands, fome in coaches, fome on horfeback, and 

fome in the trees, and at times all aff-@ted and drenched in 

tears together, to which fometimes was added the folemnia 

ty of the approaching evening, was almoft too much for 

and quite overcame me.” 

Bcfides the collicrs, and thoufands from neighbouring 

villages, perfons of all ranks flocked daily out of Briftol.— 

And he was foon invited to preach, by fome of the better 

fort, in a large bowling green in the city itfelf. Many in. 

deed (neered, to fee a ftripling, with a gown, mounta table, 

Upon what they called unconfecrated ground. And for 

once or twice, it excited the contempt and laughter of the 

higher rank, who formerly were his admirers, when he 

preached in the churches. But God enabled him to ftand 

the laugh, and to preach the gofpel of Chrift with earneft, 

a yy conflancy ; and was pleafed to attend it with his 

bleffing. 

On Sunday, April 29, he preached the firft time in Moor- 

fields, and on Kennington-Common, Opportunities of 

preaching in a more regular way being now denied him, 

and his preaching in the fields being attended with a re- 

markable bleffing, he judged it his Guty to go on inthis 

practice, and ventured the following Sunday into Moor. 

fields. Public notice having been given, and the thing be- 

ing new and fingular, upon coming out of the coach, he 

found an incredible number of people affembled. Many 

had told him, that he fhould never come again out of that 

place alive. He went in, however, between two of his 

friends, who by the preffure of the crowd, were foon parted 

entirely trom him, and were obliged to leave him to the 

mercy of the rabble, But thefe, inftead of hurting him, 
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formed a lane for him. and carried him along to the mid. 

ule at the fields, (where a table had been placed, which was 

broken in pieces by the crowd) and afterwards back again 

to the wall that then parted the upper and lower Moor, 

ficids; from whence he preached without moletftation, to 

an exceeding great multitude in the lower fields. Finding 

fuch encouragement, he went that fame evening to Ken 

nington- Common, a large open place, near three miles dif. 

tant from London, where he preached to a vaft multitude, 

who were all attention, and behaved with as much regula. . 

rity and quietnefs, as if they had been ina church. 

At length, on Auguft the 14:h, 1739, he embarked for 

America, where he {pent fixteen months, during which 

time he travelled through a great part of the country, e- 

very where preaching to incredible multitudes, who flock. 

ed to hear him, among whom were abundance of negroes, 

In all places the greater part of the hearers were affected 

to an amazing degree. Many were deeply convinced of 

their loft ftate ; many truly converted to God, 

Of his travels from Rhode-Ifland, and through a part 

of the ftate of Maffachufetts, Conneticut, New- York, 

New Jerfey, Pennfylvania, through Philadelphia, Mary. 

Jand and the Carolinas, Mr. Whitefield remarks, “ [t is 

now the 75:h day, fince I arrived at Rhode-Ifland. My 

body was then weak, but the Lord has much renewed its 

ftrength. Ihave been enabled to preach, I think, aa hun- 

dred and feventy-five times in public, befides exhorting 

frequently in private. I have travelled upwards of eight 

hundred miles, and gotten upwards of feven bundred 

pounds fterling in goods, provifons, snd money, for the 

Georgia orphans. Never cid | perform my journeys with 

fo litle fatigue, or fee fuch a continuance of the divine 

erie in the congregations to whom I have preached. 

raife the Lord, O mv foul.” 

, On the 16tb of January, 1741, Mr. Whitefield again fail. 

edfor England. He foon after vifited Scotland, and conti. 

nucd preaching there about three months, At length, af. 

ter having gone through evil report and good report, he 

left Edinburg in O&tober 1741, and travelled to Aberga- 

venny in Walks, where in confequence of a former refolu- 

tion, he married Mrs. James, a widow lady of that places 

From thence he went to Briftol where he preached twice 

a day with his ufual fuccefs. After various excurfions ine 

to the country, he went to London in the fpring of the 

year, 1742, and now ventured to take avery cxtraordind. 
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ry flep. It had been the cuftom for many years paft,” 

in the holiday feafons, to ereé booths in Moorfields, 

for mountebanks, players, puppet-fhows, &c. which were 

attended from morning till night, by innumerable multi- 

tudes of the lower fort of people. He formed a refolution 

to preach the gofpel among them ; and executed it. 

On Whitmonday, at fix o’clock in the morning, attend» 

ed by a large congregation of praying people, he began.— 

Thoufands who were waiting there gaping for their ufual 

diverfions, all flocked round him. His text was John iii, 

14. ‘Lhey gazed, they liftened, they wept, and many feem- 

ed to be ftung with deep conviétion for their paft fins. All 

was hufhed and folemn. ‘ Being thus encouraged, (fays 

he) I ventured out at noon, when the fields were quite full ; 

and could fcarce help fmiling, to fee thoufands, when a 

merry-andrew was trumpetting to them, upon obferving me 

mount a ftand on the other fide of the field, deferting him, 

till not fo much as one was left behind, but all flocked ta 

hear the gofpel. But this, together with a complaint that 

they had taken near twenty or thirty pounds lefs that day 

than vfual, fo enraged the owners of the booths, that when 

I came to preach a third time in the evening, in the midf 

of the fermon, a merry-andrew got up upon a man’s fhoul. 

ders, and advancing near the pulpit, attempted to flahh me 

with a long heavy whip feveral times. Soon afterwards 

they got a recruiting ferjeant, with his drum, &c. to pafs 

through the congregation. But [ defired the people to 

make way for the king’s officer, which was quietly done, 

Finding thefe eff rts to fail,a large body, quite on the op. 

pofite fide, aflembled together, and having got a great pole 

for their ftandard, advanced with found of drum, in a ver 

threatening manner, till they came near the fkirts of the 

congregation. Uncommon courage was given both to 

preacher and hearers. I prayed for fupport and delivee 

rance, and was heard. For juft as they approached us 

with looks full of refentment, I know not by what accident, 

they quarrelled among themfelves, threw down their ftaff, 

and went their way, leaving, however, many of their com. 

pany behind, who, before we had done, I trult were brought 

over to join the befieged party. I think [ continued in 

praying, preaching, and finging, (for the noife was too 

great at times to preach) about three hours. We then re 

tired to the tabernacle, where thoufands flocked. We 

were determined to pray down the booths; but, bleffed be 

God, more fobftantial work was doae. Ata moderate 
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eomputation, I received, (I believe) a thoufand notes from 

perfons under conviétion ; and foon after, upwards of three 

hundred were received into the fociety in one day. Some 

I married, that had lived together without marriage. One 

man bad exchanged his wife for another, and given four. 

teen fhillings in exchange. Numbers, that feemed as ig 

were to have been bred up for Tydurn, were at that time 

plucked as firchrands out of the burning.” 

Soon after thefe trant:€tions, he embarked a fecond time 

for Scotland, and arrived at Leith, on the 3d of June, 19742, 

When he was at Edinburgh, he received accounts that the 

Spaniards had landed in Georgia. Upon this account he 

wrote to Mr. Haberfham ; * 1 am glad my dear family is 

removed to Mr. Bryan’s, and rejoice that our glorious God 

had raifed him and his brother up, to be fuch friends in 

time of need. My thoughts have been varioufly exercifed, 

but my heart kept fledfaft and joyful in the Lord of all 

lords, whofe mercy endureth for ever. I long to be with 

you, and methinks could willingly be found at the head of 

you kneeling and praying, though a Spaniard’s {word 

fhould be put to my throat. Butales, I know not how [ 

fhould behave, if put to the trial: only we have a promife, 

that as our day is, fo our fliength fhallbe. The thoughts 

of divine love carry me above every thing. My dear frie:.d, 

the Spaniards cannot rob us of this; nor can men or 

devils. I humbly hope that I fhall fortly hear cf the {pi 

ritual and temporal weifare of you ali.” 

During the period from this time till 1769, Mr. Whitee 

field often preached in every city in England and Scotland, 

and in molt of the villages. He vifited Ireland and feves 

ral places on the continent of Europe, and fome parts of 

the Welt.Indies. He alfo made five more vilits to Ame- 

yica, and more than once travelled through all the fates. 

He evcvy where preached to crowded afflemblies with his 

piual fuccefs and oppofition, 

At length, on the beginning of September, 1769, Mr. 

Whitefield embarked for the feventh and laft time for A- 

merica. Here he {pent his laft efforts for the promulgas 

tion of the gofpel, and at length departed this life, ina 

fit ot the afthma, at Newbury-Port, in New- England, on 

the SOth of September, 1770, where his remains were des 

pofited. He was not full fiity-fix at the time of his death; 

but thirty-four years however of that time he had {pent ig 

the miniliry, 
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Aw AsripGement or Logp LITrievow’s 

OBSERVATIONS, 

On the Conversion and Apostleship of 

ST. PAUL. 

eS fe 

Exc ustve of all the evidences of the chriftian religion 

drawn from prophecy, miracles, and the teftimony of the 

apoftles, it is thought that the converfion and apoltlefhip of 

St. Paul alone, when duly confidered, is itfelf a demons 

ftration, fufficient to prove chriftianity to be a divine Re- 

velation. So compendious a proof may be of ufe to cons 

vince thofe who will not attend to a longer feries of argue 

ments. 

In the 26th chapter of the Aéts of the apoftles, written 

by a contemporary author (Luke) St. Paul is faid to have 

given this account of his converfion and preaching to king 

Agrippa, and Feflus the Roman Governor, (See the chap- 

ter from v. 1 to 29 inclufive). In another chapter of the 

fame book, he gives in fubitance the fame account to the 

Jews, adding thefe further particulars. (See chapter xx, 

from v. 10 to 16, inclufive). In the 9:h chap, the author 

relates the fame ftory with fome circumftances not men, 

tioned in thefe accounts ; (fee the place, verfes 12 and 18), 

Agrceably to all thefe accounts St. Paul thus {peaks of 

himfelf in his epiftles to the churches he planted ; the au. 

thenticity of which cannot be doubted, without overturn, 

ing all rules by which the genuinenefs of any writings can 

be confirmed. To the Galatians he fays, I certify unto 

you, Brethren, &c. (See chap. i, v. 11,—16, inclufive), 

Fo the Phillippians he fays, If any other man thinketh, 

&c. (See chap. iii, ver. 4,—8 inclufive). 

And to Timothy he writes thus, I thank Jefus Chrift 

our Lord who hath enabled me, &c. chap. i, v. 12, 13. 

In other epiftles he calls himfelf an apoftle by the will of 

God, by the commandment of God our Savior, and Lord 

Jefus Chrift—and an apoftle not of men nor by men, bue 

by Jefus Chrift, and God the Father, who raifed him from 

the dead. See Cor. i, 5; Col. i, 1; 1 Vim. i, v, 1; 

Gal. i, 1. And tothe Cor. after enumerating many ap. 

pearances of Jefus after the refurrection, he fays, “* Aad 

18 
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Jaft ofall he was feen of me alfo, as one born out of due 

time, chap. xv, &” 

Now the perfon, who attefts thefe things of himfelf, and 

of whom they are related in the mofl authentic manner, 

muft of neceffity be, either an impotter, who [aid what 

he knew to be falfe, with an mtention to deceive; or he 

was an enthufafl, whe by the force of imagination impofed 

on himfelf ; or he was deceived by the fraud of others ; 

or the event which he declared to be the caufe of his con, 

verfion, did really take place, and of courfe the chriftian 

religion is a divine revelation, 

Now that he was not an impoftor, will be proved by 

fhewing, that he had no rational motives to undertake fuch 

an impofture : and that he could not have carried it on with 

fuccefs by the means he emploved. 

1, The inducement to fuch an impofture mult have been 

one of thefe two, the hope of advancing by it his temporal 

intereft, credit, or power, or the gratification of fome of 

his paffions uader its authority, and by the meaas it af, 

forded. 

Now thefe were the circumftances, in which Paul de. 

clared his converfion to the religion of Jefus Chrft; That 

Jefus, who fivled himfelf the Me fli ah, notwithfanding his 

holy life, and the wonderful works he wrought 1 in attelta. 

tion of his divine mifon, had been crucified by the Jews 

as an impofter ; which crucifixion muft not only (humanly 

{peaking) | have intimidated his followers, and prevented o- 

thers from efpoufing his doétrines, but ferved to confirm 

the Jews in the opinion that he was not the promifed Mefii- 

ah, who according to their prejudices was not to fuff:r, 

but to reign forever upon carth. His difciples tho? at firtt 

rouch terrified, and difappointed by his death, had reco. 

vered their {pirits, and publicly taught in his name, declar- 

ed that he had rifen from the dead, and confirming that 

miracle by many. which they themfelves wrought, or pre. 

tended to work. But the rulers of the Jews fo far from bea 

ing converted, had begun a fevere perfecution againil them, 

and were exerting themfelves to bring the whole feét to 

defirudiion. in thefe feverities Paul himfelf concurred; 

nor in the heat of his zeal did he content himfelf with per- 

fecuting the chriftians in Jerufalem, but a out 

threatening and flaughter againit the difciples of the Lord, 

he defired letters to Damatcus, that if any fhould be found 

in this way he might bring them bound to Jcrufalem.” 

He obtained a commiflion, and on his way to damafcus t0 
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put it in exeeution, he became a difciple of Chri. What 

could be his motives for fuch conduct? was it defice of 

wealth ? Not only thelofs of what he had, but of any hopes 

of acquiring more was the certain confequence. Power 

and wealth were in the hands of thofe he left, thofe to 

whom he went were indigent and oppreffed, without means 

of acquiring fortunes. Indeed, tho’ the richer fort divid- 

ed their property with the poor, they were hardly fupplied 

with the neceflaries of life. And even in the molt wealthy 

churches he planted, often did he refufe even the necefla. 

ries of life, choofing rather to labor for them with bis ow: 

hands. See 1 Cor. xv, 8; 2 Cor. xii, 14; 2 Uhefs. iti, 

8; Acts xxii, 33, 34. From the flate of the church it ts there 

evident that St. Paul had no thought of ewricning himleif 

by becoming a chriftian ; by continuing to be their enemy 

he had almoft certain hopes of making his fortune by the 

favor of the Jewifh rulers, to whom nothing could recom. 

mend him more than Zeal in perfecuting the chriftians. As 

to credit and reputation it lay all on the fide of thofe he 

forfook. The feét he embraced was held in univerfal con« 

tempt. The leaders of it had no advantages of parts, 

learning or birth. ‘Their dodtrines were contrary to thofe 

commonly received. Their miracles were imputed to ma- 

ic or impofture. Their Mafter had died on the crofs. 

Could the difciple of Gamaliel think of gaining credit as a 

teacher in a college of fifherme:? Could ‘the doctrines he 

taught do him honor? No: he knew that preaching Chrift 

crucified was tothe Jews a ftumbling block and to the Greeks 

foolifhnefs. And he found by experience that contempt 

was the portion of all who preached a doctrine unpalatabie 

to the defires of, and fo irreconcilable to the pride of hu- 

man nature, (See Cor.iv. 23). Yethe went on zealous as 

he fet out, and was not afhamed of the Gofpel of Chrift. 

Certainly the defire of glory was not his motive to embrace 

chriftianity. Was it then the love of power ?—Power over 

whom? A flock of fheep driven to the flaughter, whofe 

fhepherd had lately been murdered? All he could hope 

from this power was to be marked out as the firft viélim. 

As a deferter too of the Jewith rules he would have been 

more feverely perfecuted. Was power over fuch men as 

the apoftles, worth attempting with fo much hazard? Bat 

it may be faid that fome natures are fo fond of power they 

wiil court it at any rifk, and be pleafed with it over the 

meanelt. What power then did St. Pau! aflume over the 

chriftians ? Did he pretend to any fuperiority over the a. 
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pofties? Did he pretend to any primacy even in the church, 

es he himfelf planted? (See Eph. xxxvili, 1 Cor. xv, 9, and 

i, 12, 13—3, 5; 2Cor.iii, 5). Andit will appear that 

he wifhes to be regarded by them only as an inftrument of 

grace, and a preacher of the Gofpel, not the head of a fe, 

All the authority he exercifed over them, w-s purely of 

a {piritual nature, without any of that civil dominion ig 

which impoftors alone find their account. Such was the 

authority acquired by Minos, Lycurgus, Taleucus, Zo. 

roafter, and others in ancient times, and in modern by Ma 

homet, Mango-Copac, the Sofi of the Xeriffs, who defired 

fpiritual authority only as a foundation for temporal power, 

or as the fupport of it. But St. Paul innovated nothing in 

government, meddled not with legiflation, formed no com, 

monwealths, raifed no feditions, affected no temporal pow, 

er. He taught and practifed fubmiffion to rulers. He 

ufed none of the cunning arts of ambitious men, to recome 

mend himfelf to favour. He reproved with freedom what, 

ever was wrong, as becamea teacher from God. In his ab. 

fence he was as careful of the difciples, as when prefent.— 

See Phil. ii. 10 and xv. 16,17. Are thefe the words ofan 

impottor who defired only temporal power? But it may be 

faid he affe&ed abfolute {piritual dominion over the church- 

es. I anf{wer ke preached Chriftand not himfelt. He calls 

thofe who affifted him fellow-laboureres and fellow-fervants, 

He tock no advantage of his fuperior learning; he put him. 

felf on a level with the other apoftles, he did not fet up hime 

felt as the head of the fect he had formed ; though it would 

have been eafy for him to fucceed in the attempt of raifing 

himfe]f above a few poor mechanics and fifhermen, whofe 

fiuperior he had always been in the eyes of the world.— 

And fo an impoftor would have done. But Paul did none 

of thefe things. | Moft of the churches he might have mo. 

delled to fuit his own ambition, for he preached the gofpel 

where no other apoftle had been, avoiding to build upon a. 

ny other man’s foundation. Now, had he been an impof- 

tor, would he have preached the fame gofoel as was deli. 

vered by the other apoftles? Woulc he not have warped it 

to the increafe and fupport of his own power? Neither 

Paul, nor any of the apoftles did this. The gofpel they 

preached agreed in every particular, and none attributed 

more to himfelf than he did to others. Is not this a proof 

that they were not impoftors? 

If then, the apofile Paul could gain nothing by taking 

this part, let us fee what he muft lofe, and what he had to 
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fear. He gave up his fortune, which he was in a fair way 

of advancing : he gave up the reputation acquired by his 

ftudies, and by his blamelefs behaviour touching the righ- 

teoufnefs which is in the law: he gave up his friends, his 

relations, and family : he gave up that religion to which he 

was fo warmly attached, and of which he was fo zealous. 

This laft facrifice was, to a man of his warm temper, and 

efpecially to a Jew, one of the hardeft things in the world. 

For the Jews were, of all other people, the molt tenacious 

of their religious opinions ; and the pharifees among whom 

St. Paul was educated, were the proudelt and ftriéteft fect 

among the Jews. To depart fo fuddenly from their tenents 

to renounce their pride, and of a difciple to become their 

adverfary, was a moft difficult effort to one brought up in 

the elteem of them, whofe prejudices were confirmed by 

the power of habit, the authority of example, and the al. 

lurements of honorandintereft. ‘Thefe were his facrifices. 

Now let us fee what he had to fear: the implacable ven. 

geance of thofe he deferted ; the coptempt of thofe whofe 

good opinion he had fought ; and all thofe complicated e. 

vils which he defcribes in 2 Cor. xi, Evils enough to 

have frighted any impoftor from the moft profitable cheat. 

But where the advantage propofed bears no fort of propor- 

tion to the danger incurred, he mutft be abfolutely mad who 

will engage in a confpiracy, or being engaged will perfe- 

vere. the defire of wealth, or fame, or power, could be 

po motive then with St. Paul, to become a convert to 

Chrift; but on the contrary, thefe defires muft have effec« 

tually deterred him, fuppofing chriftianity to be an impof- 

ture. It remains now to be enquired whether the qualifi- 

cation of any other defire under the authority of that reli. 

gion could be an inducement. 

There have been impoftors it is true, who pretended to 

revelation from God, that they might give aloofe to irre- 

gular paffions, and free themfelves from all reftraints of 

morality. But Paul’s do€trines are abfolutely contrary to 

fuch defigns, They breathe the pureft morality, obedience 

to magiftrates, order and government, and an utter abhor 

rence to all idle licentious behaviour; and his life was en- 

tirely confonant to his doétrines, his converfation and mane 

ners were blamelefs. Hear his appeal to the Theffalonians 

2, 10, See alfo 2 Cor. i. 12,and vi. 2, andvii2, But 

fome may poffibly fay, that though St. Paul had no felfifh 

view in undertaking {uch an impofture, vet for the fake of 

the chriftian morality, he might fupport the chriftian faith, 
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which, though erroneous in its tenets and falfe in the fatts 

upon which it was founded, might be beneficial in its influ. 

ence upon mankind. 

Now it is true, that there have been fome good men who 

have pretended to divine revelations, and introduced, or 

fupported religions they knew to be falfe, under a notion of 

public utility. This however was done for the benefit both 

of the deceiver and the deceived. In every inftance which 

can be given of good men acting this part, they did it to 

ferve good purpofes, but were fecure againft doing harm, 

But at the time when Paul undertook to preach the gofpel, 

to perfuade a man to be a chriftian, was to perfuade him to 

expofe himfelf to all the calamities which human nature 

could fuffer, This St. Paul knew, this he expected, and 

warned thofe he taught to look for it too.  ‘Theff. 1ii. 4, 

2 Cor. vi. 45. Eph: vi. 10—16 inclufive. Phil. i, 28, 29, 30. 

Coll. i. 9, 10, 11. Rom. viii. 35, 36. and the only fupport he 

had himfelf or gave to others was “ That if they fuffered 

with Chrift. they fhould aifo reign together,” and ‘ That 

he reckoned thefe fufferings were not to be compared with 

that glory.” (Seealfo 2 Veff.i.4, 5,6, 7.) And to the 

Corinthians he fays, ‘‘ If in this life only we have hope, 

we are of all men the moft miferable.””. The hatred, the 

contempt, the torments, and the deaths, endured by chrif- 

tians in that and after ages, fhew how much reafon he had 

to fay this. A profeffion of the gofpel under thefe circum. 

ftances, without an entire conviction of its truth, muft have 

been the height of madnefs: and he, who by fraud or dee 

ceit made others profefs it, muft have been worfe than mad, 

he muft have been one of the moft hardened villains that 

ever breathed. Mo man who had a fpark of humanity, 

would have fubje&ted his fellow creatures to fo many mife- 

ries ; and no man who had a ray of reafon, would expofe 

him({clf to fhare them, to advance a religion merely for the 

fake of its moral doftrines. Thofe who will not reccive 

the teftimony of the other apoftles, may object to them, that 

having been concerned with Jefus during his life, confiften- 

cy obliged them to continue in their profeffions after his 

death ; but this can by no means be faid of Paul. This 

reafoning indeed, tends to fhew that Paul muft naturally 

have continued an enemy to Jefus Chrift. If fhame with. 

held them from changing fides, it muft have ftopped him, 

who had a great deal more to lofe, and muft have been fup- 

pofed more fenfible of fhame than they. The only differs 

ence was, that they, by deferting their caufe might have 
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preferved themfelves ; whereas he, by quitting the Jews, 

brought on himfelf certain deftruGtion. 

As therefore, no rational motive can be affigned for St. 

Paul’s embracing the Chriftian faith, without having been 

convinced of its truth, but on the contrary every thing de. 

terred him from it, we may juftly conclude that he was no 

impoftor. 

it will next be attempted to prove, that if St. Paul had 

been fo unaccountably ftupid as to undertake fuch an ime 

potture, he could not poffibly have carried it on with fuccefs 

by the means he employed. 

Firftit is obferved, that if his converfion, and the part he 

aéted in confequence thereof, was an impofture, it could 

not have been carried on by one man alone. He was not 

the author of the faith he profeffed, and therefore could not 

draw the doétrines out of his own imagination. He had 

no communication with Jefus before his death, nor with 

the apoftles afterwards only astheir perfecutor. But as 

he took upon him the office of an apoftle, he ought to have 

had a perfeét knowledge of all, even the moft private facts 

contained in the gofpel, otnerwife he would have expofed 

himfelf to the ridicule of thofe who had more knowledge 

than he: and his teftimony, his doctrines, and his interpre- 

tations of the fcriptures, would have been repugnant to 

theirs ; and either he muft have ruined their caufe, or they 

his. ‘lhe leaft error in thefe — muft have difgraced 

and ruined all pretenfions to infpiration. The undertaking 

to preach the gofpel, required not only this exaé&t know. 

ledge, but an apparent power of working miracles; for ta 

this all the apoftles appealed for proof of their miffion.— 

He was therefore to learn the fecret arts by which they im. 

pofed upon the fenfes of men, if this power was a cheat. 

But would thefe men truft their molt furious, and vin- 

didlive perfecutor, with all the fecrets of their impofture? 

Would they have put itin his power to deftroy their lives, 

and the honor of their fe&t, which they valued more than 

life? ‘his is more impoffible than that he fhould have en. 

gaged in the caufe without their confent and affiftance. 

When he came to Damafcus then, he could have had no 

communication with them, and he could have known now 

thing of their dodtrines but what they taught publicly. 

When he arrived at the city, he gave the Jews an account 

of his converfion as is related inthe A&ls of the apoftles, 

‘To account for this method of declaring himfelf a convert, 

we mutt likewife fuppofe that the officers who accompanied 
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him, were alfo his accomplices ; otherwife the ftory would 

be contradidted by their teftimony. Yet how can we fup. 

pote that all thefe men, who had been trufted by the Jews 

in all probability, on account of their fidelity, would betray 

that caufe they were employed in? It does not even ape 

pear that they had any conne¢tion with the man before, or 

any reward for their treachery afterward. Here therefore 

was a difficulty in the outfet not to be overcome. But fur. 

ther Ananias who inftructed him mutt have been his accom. 

plice, tho’ they appeared to be perfect flrangers, and tho? 

he was a man of the faireft character, and fo very unlikely 

to engage in an impoflure. But here again the fame objec 

tion occurs. How could this man venture to aét {uch a part 

without the confent of the apoflles ; and how could he ob- 

tain this confent? How abfurd was it to make the conver- 

fion ot St Paul, the effect of a miracle which they that 

were with him could teftify never did happen: It would 

have been much the fafeft and the moft natural to have 

made the converfion of Paul the effe@t.of fome miracle pers 

formed by Ananias, or one of the apoftles, the fraud of 

which could never have been deteéted. But they afcribed 

it to an event which lay open to deteGtion. For St. Paul 

appealed to Agrippa that this thing was not done in a core 

ner; and the Jews could not bring a fhadow of proof of any 

fraud in the affair. But what could be Ananias’s motive 

for engaging in this dangerous affair. Did he do it with- 

out hope of advantage ? Did Paul Shake him off at the haz- 

ard of his refentment? The onlv way to get over this dif- 

ficulty is to fuppofe that he died fhortly after. Let us fup. 

pofe this; and fee then in what manner this impofture 

was carried on by Paul himfelf. His firft care would have 

been to get himfelf owned, and received as an apottle by 

the apoftles. Until this was done he had no means of 

fupporting his credit with the difciples. Intruders into 

impoilures run a double rifk: they are in danger of not 

only by thofe upon whom they attemptto praétice the cheat, 

but alfo by thofe into whofe fociety they force themfclves, 

who were always jealous of fuch an intrufion and much 

more, from one who had been an enemy. ‘The leaft delay 

was then of dangerous confequence, and might have been 

fatal to a man in Paul’s circumftances. But ivftead of ate 

tending to this neceffity, he went into Arabia, and then 

returned to Damafcus ; nor did he go to J-rufalem until 

three years after. Now this may be accounted for if it be 

truc that “ He neitheryeccived the gofpel of any man, Deis 
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ther was he taught it, but by the revelation of Jefus Chrift.” 

Under fuch a mafter he might go boldly on, without affo- 

ciates : Dut an impoltor fo left to himfelf could not have 

fucceeded. 

Further, we find that he was not afraid to withftand Pe. 

ter to his face, and even to reprove him before all the dif, 

ciples, ** becaufe he was to be blamed.” If he was an im- 

pofter how could he venture to offend a man, whom he was 

fo interefted to pleafe. Such freedom belongs only to truth. 

But let us confider what difficulties he had to encounter 

among the gentiles to whom he was particularly fent. Now, 

in this enterprize, St. Paul was to contend, 1{t with the 

policy and power of the magiftrates. 2d, with the intereft, 

credit, and craft of the priefts. 3d, with the prejudices and 

pafions of the people. 4th, with the wifdom and pride of 

the philofophers. 

1. In all heathen countries the eftablifhed religion was 

interwoven with the civ'l government, and fupported by 

the magillrate as a part of that government. They hows 

ever, fuffered men to converfe freely concerning religion 

provided they would conform to the eftablifhed rites ; they 

even allowed an intercommunity of worfhip, and without 

much difficulty admitted new Gods. But when any at. 

tempt was made to overturn the eftablifhed religion, the 

civil power was armed with all its terrors againft it And 

this St. Paulvery well knew when he undertook the con. 

verfion of the gentiles. 

2. This danger was rendered more certain from the op. 

pofition he was to expeét from the intereft, credit, and 

craft of the priefts. How gainful a trade they made of the 

fuperftitions which Paul propofed to deftroy ; how much 

credit they had with the people and ftate ; and how much 

craft they employed in carrying on their impoltures, all hifs 

tory fhows. It was to be expected then, that thefe mea 

would exert all their power to fupprefs a doctrine which 

ftruck at the root of all their credit and gain. Whatever, 

therefore, they could do by their cunning, by the aid of the 

civil magiflrate, or by the zeal of the people, St. Paul 

to contend with, unfupported by any human aflitt. 

ance. 

3. He had to do this in direét oppofition to all the prejue 

dices and pafligns of the people. his difficulty would not 

have been fo great among the Jews, as the gentiles, be~ 

caufe the people were favorably difpofed to the apoltles, 

@n account of the many miracles which had been wrought 

19 
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ymong them. But among the gentiles no fuch difpofitiow 

could * expected.  Phev had violent prejudices both in 

favor of their own fuperititions, and againtt any doétrines 

tuught bv a Jew. For the Jews were hated and defpifed 

by all nations. But befides this national prejudice, the doce 

trines taught by the apofile were fuch as fh icked all their 

molt rooted opinions. hey had po principles of which 

he could avail himielf. ‘Vo the Jews he could prove from 

the old teflament that Tefus was the Chrift 5. but the gen. 

tiles admitted no feriptures, expected no Chrift, and were 

to be taught the old teftament as well us the new. How 

was thi¥to be done by one in Paul’s circumftances, oppof- 

. by the moit powerful of his own nauon ; and himfelf 

ither quite fingle, or attended with others as badly, or 

more unfaverably fituated than he was? 

Lhe apoftle might appeal to the light of nature,. as in, 

deed he did, for the evidence of the exillence of a God, 

but this light they had almolt extinguifhed by their fupers 

flitions (fee Rom. i, xxiii, 25.) and to thefe fuperftitions 

they were firongly attached by their prejudices and pal, 

fiens: by pompous rites, which dazzled their fenfes, and 

often led them to impure, and immoral pleafures—and 

they were tavgnt that their deities would be plealed not by 

viriue and holinefs, but by offerings and outward rites, 

Inflead of this the gofpel propofed acceptance with God 

only on terms of fincere repentance, and perte ct fubmiffion 

to the divine law, purity of life, and a renunciation of thofe 

_Tuits in which they had heretofore walked. How unpala.- 

teble this to the heathen world, immerfed in the groffef 

ierfuality ? Who could hope that the people would ex. 

change the eafe and indulgence which their religion ale 

lewed, for the ttridt moraliy of the gofpel * Had Paulbeen 

2nimpottor he would have relaxed fomething of the rigor 

of the chriflian religion, but he preached it purely and 

firongly enjoined it in all his epililes, But fuppofe they 

would forfake their fenfuality, their idolatry, and all their 

avominahje practices, how were they to be perfuaded to 

receive the do€liine of falvation by the crofs of Chrift? 

‘Epis doéirine was contrarv to all the received notions of 

the world; ittiruck direéily at the vride of human nature. 

Pacghty couquerors aud powerful kings were the men 

wom the heathens had received into the number of their 

Goss, could thev thea reconcile their nofions to the doe- 

tive of a crucified Redeemer? Paul then had not only the 

pewoi of ihe aidgiliiaics, the craft, ‘and intercit of the 
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priefts, but alfo the paffions and prejui lices of the people 

¢o encounter in his undertaking. 

4. Itis next to be proved that he was to expect no lefs 

oppofition from the wifdom and pride of the philofophers ; 

and it will be found, that inftead of betriending the golpel, 

they were its very worft enemies; they had prejudices 

more deeply rooted, and more obftinate than the vulgar. 

Their wildom confifled of vain fpeculations, logical iub. 

tleties, and fceptical doubts about the moft clear and cer 

tain truths. Nothing can be more contrary to the firit prine 

ciples of the chriftian religion thaa the tenets held by the 

ancient philofophers : their $i yinions were fundamentally 

contrary to thofe of the golpel : : their pride'was in direct op- 

pefition to the humility of the chriftian religion ; and their 

intereft armed them apainft it. The different feats had at 

that time obtained great credit in the world; the greatett 

kings and gi nerals were their difciples and profe fed the 

opinions they taught. But the religion of the gofpel over. 

turned their fvftems, taught a more perie@t morality, mors 

tificd their pride, confounded their learning, diflcovered 

their 1 ignorance anil ruined their credit. Againit fuch an ene- 

my they would exert ali the power of their rhetoric, the ae = 

tilty of their logic, their influence over the Peo ple, and thet 

‘intereft with the great. Lf St. Paul had only his own power 

and underitanding to truft to, he never could have hoped 

to be a match for fuch oppofition. Could an obfcure Jew 

have cvercome the authority of Plato, Ariftotle, Epicun 

rus, Znd, and all the great names which held the higheft 

rank of human wifdom? He might as well have attempted 

to ereét a monarchy upon the ruin of the feveral ftates in 

the world, as to ere&t chriftianity upon the deftruétion of 

the heathen philofophy. If then Paul had io encounter all 

the oppofition of the magiftrates, priefts, people and plile- 

fophers, it neceffariiy follow@, that to fucc eed in that work 

he mutt have received fome extraordinary ari, fome 

flronger power than reafon and argument. Accordingly 

he tells the Corinthians, that ** his {peech was not with ene 

ticing words of man's wifdom, but in demontftration of the 

fnirit and power.” (See alfo 1 Theff. i, 5.) ft was to the 

efficacy of that power to which he afcribed all his fuccefs. 

If that went with him then he could conquer all dificulu 

ties, but then he was no impostor. We may fafely conclude 

then, that no human means were employed by St. Paul 

could be adequate to the whole difficuliies he had to ea, 

‘counter, and we can reafonably afcribe his fuccefs tono o- 

ther caufe than the power of God. 

ef ve 

t 
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Having now fhown that Paul could have no rational moe 

tives for becoming an Apoftle of Chrift, without being con- 

vinced of the truth of the Gofpel ; and that had he engaged 

in fuch an impofture, he could have had no poifible means 

of tuccefs ; having alfo made it appear that his fuccefs was 

the effet of divine power, I might reft all my proof of the 

Chriftian religion being a divine revelation upon this head 

alone. Butto confider this fubje& in all pofhible lights, I 

fhall next enquire whether he was an enthufiaft, who impo. 

fed upon himtelf by an overheated imagination. 

Now thefe are the ingredients of which enthufiafm is ge» 

nerally compofed, great heat of temper, melancholy, ig. 

norance, credulity, and vanity, or felf-conceit. 

That the firft of thefe qualities was in Paul may be con. 

cluded from the fervor of zeal with which he acted both as 

a Jew anda chriftien. But this quality will not be fufficient 

to prove him an enthufiaft in the opinion of any reafonable 

man. ‘Ihe fame temper has been common to others who 

were not enthufiafts ; nor had this difpofition fuch a maftery 

over Paul but what he could command it, fo much fo ing 

deed as to become all thirgs to all men in matters of an ine 

Gifferent nature ; a conduét very different from that ofa 

bigot, or fanatic. His zeal was warm but tempered with 

prudence and civility, as appears by his conduct to Agrippa, 

Fefius, and Felix. 7 

As to melancholy, which of all difpofitions render men 

moft prone to enthufiafm, there is no evidence that St. Paul 

was more inclined to itthan other men. We read of no 

gloomy penances, no extravagant mortifications to which he 

dubjeCted himfelf, fuch as enthufiafts commonly do. His 

holinefs confifted in the fimplicity of a good life, and the 

performance of his duties as an apoltle; he cheerfully bore 

his fuffering, but he brought pone upon himfelf; on the 

contrary, he pleaded the priwilege of a Roman citizen, to 

avoid being whipped.  (Sce alfo his conduét at Athens in 

Ads xxvii.) Compare this conduét with that of other en- 

thufiafts, and it will be found quite the reverfe of it. 

As to ignorance, Paul is well known to have been mafter 

of all the Jewi‘h and Greek learning. He is therefore lefs 

liable to the charge of enthufiafm than any of the apoltles, 

though none of them were fuch more than he. 

Credulity has been mentioned as another caufe of enthu. 

fiafm, which that it was not the charaéler of St. Paul the 

whole biftory of his life plainly fhows. On che contrary 

he was flow of belief to an extreme degree, having paid a0 
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regard to all the miracles performed by Jefus Chrift and 

his apoftles, to which he could not be a {tranger. The e- 

vidence of thefe he refilted, and was confenting to the 

death of Se phen. So that his mind fo far from being dif- 

pofed to credulity in receiving the chriftian religion, that 

he was moft obftinately prejudiced againft it, and nothing 

but the evidence of his own fcenles could have overcome his 

vobcelief. 

Vanity, or felf-conceit, is another circumftance that com. 

monly prevails in the character of an enthufiall; it leads 

men to think themfelves worthy of the particular favor of 

heaven, and that infpiration to which they pretend, is no- 

thing more than this vanity which puffs up their imagina. 

tions. ‘lhis appears in the writings and lives of the myf. 

ticks both ancient and modern, in many of the faints among 

the papifts, andin fome of the methodilts now. But that St. 

Paul was free from this, is evident from his life and writ- 

ings. Thro’ all his epiftles there is nothing that favors of 

vanity, (fee Eph, ili, 8;1 Cor. xv,9;1 Tim. 1, 15,16. Ie 

is true indeed, that he telis the Corinthians that he was not 

behind the very chiefeft of the apoftles, A falfe teacher 

by faction and calumny had brought his apoftlefhip into 

queflion among thefe people : and on fuch an occafion it 

would have been a defertion of the duty committed to him 

by God, had he not afferted his apoftolical dignity. In 

juftice to himfelf he was conftrained tu fpeak as he did, 

and it may be obferved that he did not give a pompous de- 

tai! of his amazing miracles ; but with a modeit and fimple 

account of his labors, he [ays * that the figns of an apoltle 

had been wrought among then,, in all patience, in figus, and 

wonders, and mighty deeds.” Is not fuch boafting humili- 

ty ? Yet even for this he makes many apologies, expref- 

fing the greateft uneafinefs in being thus obliged to {peak 

for himfelf. And when for the fame purpole he mentions 

the vifion he had of heaven, how medcitly does he doit! 

not in his own name, put in the third perfon, “I kuew a 

man in Chiift, &c. caught up into the third heaven.” 

(2 Cor. xii, 2.) And immediately after he adds, * but 

now I forbear, &c.” (2 Cor. xii, 6.) How contrary this to 

the {pirit of vanity! Yet St. Paul is not fatisfied with this 

forbearance, he adds a confeffion of {ome infirmity, ‘* that 

he might not be above meafure exalted with the abundance 

of his revelations.”” Nor docs he take any merit to him, 

felf trom the fuccefs of his apoftolical labors, of which he 

priccipally boafts in this epifile. (See 1 Cor, iil, 5, 6, 7; 
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and chap. xv, 10. It is needicfs to give more inftances of 

the modefty of St. Paul. 

A convincing proof that he was not an enthuGjgft is that 

he preferred the real graces of chriftianity to &ii the gifts 

of tongues and prophefy, to the power of working miracles 

(1 Cor, xiii. 2, 3,4). An enthufialt never did prefer benes 

volence to faith, to miracles, to the religious opinions he 

had embraced, to the fupernatural gifts he fuppofed he had 

acquired, andeven to martyrdom. It is manifeft then, 

that as St. Paul had none of the qualities of an enthufialt, 

that he was none, 

But upon the fuppofition that he hed all thefe qualities of 

mind, it was utterly impoffible that by any power of enthus 

fiaim he could have impoled upon himfelf. either in regard 

to the miracle which caufed his converfion, or to the confee 

quences of it, or to other circumftances, to which in his es 

piftles he bears teflimony. 

The power of imzgination in the minds of enthufiafts is 

indeed very fliong, but then it always goes with the current 

of the paffions. Now, when Saul flarted to Damafcus his 

mind was ftrongly prepoffcfled againft the Chriftian religi. 

on; and to give his opinions more force, his paffions were 

inflamed to the high ft degree. | Had he, in this ftate of 

mind, imagined he faw a vifion from heaven, denouncing 

the anger of God againfl the Chriftians, and commanding 

him to perfecute them without mercy, it might be accoun- 

ted for by the power ofenthufiafm. Bout, that at the very 

inftant of his being engaged in the hotteft perfecution a. 

gainft them, he fliould at once imagine himtelf called by a 

heavenly vifion to be an apoftle of Chrift, whom, but the 

mcorent before, he imagined to be an impoftor, is wholly 

incredible, and fo far trom being an effeét of enthufiafm, 

that a contrary effect muft have been produced by that caufe. 

This is fo clear a propofition, that the whole argument 

might be refted entirely upon it; but {til farther, to thew 

that it could not bea vifion of St. Paul’s own creation, let 

it be obferved that he was not alone, and that his compa- 

nions were no better difpofed to the chriilian faith than he. 

Could all thefe men, at the fame inftant, be fo infatuated as 

to imagine that they faw a light above the brightnefs of the 

fun, and that they heard a voice {peaking from heaven? 

Could they fall from their horfes, and be {peechlefs through 

fear, when nothing extraordinary had happened either to 

him orthem. This fuppofition is contrary to nature, and 

unbelicf mult find fome other folution or give up the point. 
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Suppofe then that Saul and his company faw a meteor 

which caufed the great light, at which they were affrighted ; 

fear and ignorance might make them think this a vifion 

fiom God. Even the explofion of a meteor might be taken 

for the found of a voice. But how will this account tor the 

dillinét words heard by Paul : How will it account for what 

followed when he came to Damafcus? How came Anarias 

to go to him and tell him that ‘* He was chofen by God to 

know his will???) What connection was there between the 

meteor and the words of Ananias? Willitbe faid that A. 

nanias toon advantage of his frightto make him a chriftian? 

But could Ananias infpire him with a vifion, in which he faw 

him before he came ? How could fuch an imaginary vifion be 

verified exactly in faét. But fuppofe he dreamed of Ana. 

nias by chance, and that Ananias came by chance too, will 

this pet over the difficulty ? No. Paul had been blind for 

three days ; how then could Ananias heal this blindnefs by 

the laying on of his hands? This furpaffed the power of na- 

ture: if this was a miracle, it fhows the other to have been 

a miracle too, wrought by the fame Jefus Chrift. For A. 

nanias declared that the Lord who had appeared to Paulin 

the way, had fent him to reltore his fight and give the Holy 

Gholt. (Aéts ix. 17,18.) | After this St. Paul went from 

Jerufalem, and round about to Illyricum, and preached the 

gofpel of Chrift, with mighty figns and wonders, wrought 

by the power of the {pirit of God ; figns and wondets above 

any power of nature to work, of ‘impofture to counterfeit, 

or of enthufiafm to imigine. © Now does not fuch a feries 

of miracles, all the confequence of a revelation, and depens 

dent upon it, prove beyond a doubt that there was fuch a 

revelation. And if he could have fo far impofed upon hime 

felf as to think that he worked them when he did not, how 

could fo d: tempered an enthufiaft make that progrefs in 

the world, that we know he did. — Lf the difficulties would 

have been infurmountable to the ableftimpoftor, what could 

a madman have done? 

We might enter ito a particular examination of the mi- 

racles performed by St. Paul, and fhew that they were of 

fuch a nature that neither enthufiatm in him, nor in the 

perfons upon pain they were wrought, nor in the “sp Mg 

tors, could have any part. When he told Elymas the for. 

ceror, at Paphos, ween the Roman deputy, that the hand 

of God was upon him, and he fhould be blind for a feafon 5 

and immediately there fell on him a mift and a darknefs, 

aud he went about fecking fome to lead him by the hand, 
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Hlad enthufiafm in the doer or fufferer any hand in this aét, 

When at Troas, a young man namea Eutychus fell down 

from a high window, while Paul was preaching, and was 

taken up dead. Could enthufiafm in Paul or in the congre. 

gation prefent, make them believe that oy the apoltles tall- 

ing on him and embracing him, he was reftored to life.— 

When in the ifland of Melita, where St. Paul was fhipwreck- 

ed, there came a viper, and faftened on his hand, which he 

fhook off, and felt no harm, was that the effect of enthufi. 

afm? An enthufiaft might have hoped for fafety from the 

bite of a viper, but would hope have faved him, Thefe 

are inftances to fhow that the miracles afcribed to Paul, 

could not be effeéted by enthufiafm. 

But moreover, the power of working miracles was come 

municated to the churches planted by Paul, as 1s evident 

from his epiftles, in many places of which he {peaks to the 

churches of their miraculous graces. Now can all that 

he faid upon that head, be afcribed to enthufiafm? If the 

Corinthians knew that they had no fuch miraculous powers 

among them, they muft have regarded the author of the e. 

piftle as a madman, inflead of revering him as an apoftle. 

If they were impoftors, and Paul alfo fuch, it was ridicu- 

lous in him to advife them in an epiltle written only to 

them and for their ufe, not to value themfelves too highly 

upon fuch gifts; but to prefer charity tothemall. Affo. 

ciates in fraud do not ufe fuch language as this. But fup- 

pofe it was enthufiafm; if enthufiafm could make a man 

believe that by a word, or a touch, he could give fight to 

the blind, motion to the lame, or life tothe dead; would 

that conceit make the blind fee, the lame walk, or the dead 

revive? And if it did not, how could he perfilt in fuch an 

opinion, and efcape being confined as a madman? 

The apoftles pretended to have the power of {peaking in 

unknown tongues. And St. Paul fays that he poffeffed the 

gift more thanthemall. If this had been a delufion of fane 

cy, and they only fpoke unmeaning founds, it would foon 

have appeared, when they undertook to convert thofe who 

underftood no language they naturally fpoke; it muft foon 

have appeared that this imaginary gift was a real phrenzye 

Ot all the miracles recorded in fcripture, none are more 

clear of being liable to any imputation of enthufiafm than 

this. No man could think he had it, who had itnot. Ace 

cordingly no fuch power has been pretended to by any en- 

thufiaft. 

At only remains now to be enquired whether the Apoille 
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Paul was deceived by fraud, and whether all that he {aid of 

himfelf can be imputed to the power of that deceit. But 

Jiutle need be faid to thew the abfurdity of this fuppofition. 

Jc was morally impoffible for the difciples to think of turn, 

ing the perfecutor otf Chrift into his apoltle; and to do this 

by a fraud in the very inftan: of his greatcft fury againft 

their Lord. But could they have been fo extravagant, it 

was phyfically impcffible for them to have executed it in 

the manver we find his converfion was effected. Could 

they produce a light at mid day brighter than the fun? 

Could they make Saul hear words out of that light, which 

his company did not hear? Couid they make him blind for 

three days, and then make. {cales fall off his eyes, and ree 

flore him to fight by a fingle word? Beyond difpute, no 

fraud could produce thefe things; but much lefs could the 

fraud of others produce thofe miracles fubf-qyent to his 

converfion, in which he was not paffive but attive, which 

he did himfelf, and appeals to im his epiftles as proofs of 

his divine miffion. I fhall then take it for granted that he 

was not deceived by the fraud of others, and that what he 

had faid of himfelf cannot be imputed to the power of that 

deceit any more than to wilful impofture or enthufiafm : 

and then it follows that what he afferted to have been the 

caufe of his converfion, and what happened in conf: quence 

of it really did happen, and thercfore Ihe Christian resigion 

as a divine Revelation. 

OMA hhh 

An address from the Presbytery of Hanover, to the Cone 

gregations under its care. 

Dean BRETHREN, 

* Tue Prefbytery of Hanover, being appoint. 

ed under God, the guardians of the church, and watche 

men on the walls of Zion, are bound to raife their voice 

anc found an alarm, whenever danger approaches. The 

prefent is atime of alarm and ofdanger. We befeech you, 

therefore, to give your moft ferious attention to the facts 

and remarks which follow. 

Is it noc without the moft fenfible uneafinefs, that we ob- 

ferve the gradual decline of religion among us. Our con. 

§'egations are annually decreafing in number. Some are 

taken from us by death, others remove to diftant places, 

20 
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end few additions are made. The rifing generation, in. 

ftead of filling the places of their pious parents, are walk. 

ing in the paths of folly and vanity, The love of profef. 

{ors feem to wax cold ; and many, of whom we might ex. 

pet better things, are € agerly enquiring, what fhall we eat, 

and what fhall we drivk, and wherewithal fhall we be cloath. 

ec? Multitudes are Mae avouring to ferve God and Mam. 

yaon; whilft amor £0 hers ae an principles feem not 

only to be admitted in fpeculation, but reduced to pra@tice. 

The church is umbling g in ruins, ‘Inftead of the prevalence 

of piety and faith,and charity ; temperance, and fobriety,and 

virtue ; we fre a wide wafting torrent of profanity, impies 

ty, and dilip ation 3 of pride, luxury, and infidelity over- 

fj res di ng our lan a, and threatning to extinguifh every Tée 

naining “‘tpark of genuine piety among us. The churches 

of God are greatly deferted ; ; the inflitutions of the Gofpel 

are treated with contempt; an unaccouats able apathy and 

litle(snefs have feized even thofe who profels to love the 

religion of Jefus. The fpirit of God, jultly provoked by our 

criines, feems to have withdrawn from us. ‘The word isa 

dead letter ; the ordinances of the gofpel do not feem to 

be attended with power, either to the edification of chrifs 

tians, or the converfion of the unregenerate. The Pref, 

bytery of Hanover cannot fit unconcerned fpeftators of this 

melancholy fcene. The moft imperious obligations urge 

them to addrefs you, dear Brethren, in the language of 

exhortation acd repreof, Our iniquities have feparated be- 

between cur God and us ; our fins have infulted the bleff. 

ed Spirit and caufed him to withdraw from us. For thefe 

things, the deepeft humiliation and felf abafement become 

us. Let us humble ourfelf under the mighty hand of God, 

that he may raife us up. 

But permit us in the faithful difcharge of the duties in. 

cumbent upon us, to defcend to a few particulars, which 

may more clearly fetbefore our eyes our great backfliding 

fiom the Lord, 

In the firft place then, the Prefbvtery are conftrained by 

remark, that the fpirit of + world feems deeply to have 

inteé Led the profeffors of religion. The genius of the peo- 

ple, or the circumftances in which they have been placed, 

have turned the minds of multitudes to the ardent purfuit 

of wealth, fo that the whole objec et of their life feems to be, 

to buy and fell, and get gain. Inftead of feeking the pearl 

ct great price, earthly merchandize claims their attention ¢ 

inftead of laying up for themf{clves treafures in Heaves, 
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they are feeking for the good things of this world. This 

temper has fcized many, who ought, in canfillence with 

their profefion, to have their affeShons fet upon things 

above, and not upon things un the earth. Hence have th ey 

grown cold in the fervice of God, ane negligent of his in- 

diitutions. {n them has been verified that declaration of 

our Lord, * Ye cannot ferve God and Mammon.” To sat 

wealth, which with fuch rapidity has flowed into our couns 

try, has had. the tendency, to make men proud end telf. 

fuficient. Loliead of filing our hearts with arg ide ta 

our bountiful Benefactor, the language of many has beeg 

* Who is the Lord. that he thould reign over us £” * Will 

not my foul be avenged on fucna nation as this?” fatd Jee 

hovah, to a people in fimilar circumflauces.. Accordingly 

we have found that the judgments of God are abroad in 

our land. The prefent year nas been a year of unexam~ 

pled difficulty in our lind ; and fuch have been the circum. 

ftances of the times as to make it manilcft, that the Lord 

has a controverfy with the people. . He has begun to af. 

flict us; and from. former difpenfations of providence, we 

cannot expeét that the rod will be laid afide, until we are 

either humbled in repentance or ruincd, Look at the hit, 

tory oi the Jewifh nation. Gentle chaliifeimenis were tried, 

and tried in vain. That pervecfe and {tiff necked nation 

perfev ered in iniquity and rebellion againtt God, until 

they had to deplore the confequences of their foily and obe 

flinacy, amidft the fmoking ruins of their holy city, and hale 

lowed temple. Brethren, let us take warning by their fa. 

tal example, repent of our fins and turn unto the Lord, 

e’re he deftroy us by the breath of his mouth, and by che 

brightnefs of his coming. 

Again, the influx of wealth into our country has been 

the caufe of great extrav. agance in youth, in drefs, and in 

ail the ple afures fo eagerly purfued in that feafon of life. 

Thus have the minds of the rifing geocration been occu, 

pied with trifics; their difpofitions have received a giddy, 

thoughilefs, and extravagant turn; fo as not only to ex- 

clude alt thoughts of religio n, but allo to lay the foundation 

of very’ ferions evils in their future progrefs through life. 

Thefe are matters, to which we would call the ferious at. 

tention of the heads of families, and of all thofe who have 

a regardeither for the profperity of Zion, or the good of 

our country. 

Vhis brings us to the notice of what we are perfuaded, is 

the fruitful ource of thofe evils which fo much abound, 
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and which threaten the defolution of the church, namefy, 

the great 12 leét cf the religious education of children. 

‘Lhe nece fity of traming up children in the nurture and ad. 

munition of the Lord, is mott clearly evinced, ty the exprefe 

declarations, of fcr pture, and by the light of reafon. Nothing 

can be more falle than the w uxim, that, 2s religion isa matter 

only between God and our {culs, children are therefore to 

be left entirely without inflruéiion,juntil the time when their 

jecements beirg matured by ege, they are able to mace a 

chcice for themtelves. For the great truths of religion be. 

Ing as certain, and zs plain as truths of any other kind, 

there can be no imaginable reafon why they fhould be with. 

held trem the mincs of youth. And when it is confidered, 

that the rmpreffiurs made in early life, are more likely to 

be durshle than any others, they are entirely inexcufable, 

who negic&t this favorable feafon for imbuing the mind 

with the love of piety and virtue, and with reverence for 

the Leity. Ihe duty here urged, impcfes itlelt with ad. 

ditional force on parents, and all who have the care of 

youth, when it is recolleéted, that unlefs the youthful 

mind be feafoned with picty and religious knowledge, un. 

lefs habits of virtue are formed, vicious peffions will grow 

vp with their growth; and ftrengthen with their Rrength, 

There is no neutral ground here. There will be from ine 

fancy to mahood a gradual progreffion either in vice or 

virtue. Eicher good or bad habits will be formed. Pas 

rents will cither have the un{peakable pleafure of feeing their 

children watking in that way, which leads to honor and 

refpeicbility m hfe, and to real felicity ; or the exquifite 

pain ct fecing them indulge thofe licentious praétices, 

which ere ever attenced with pain, and often lead to infa. 

my in this world, and infallibly tend to everlafticg infamy 

end cortempt, in that flate to which we are all haftening. 

Let it alfo be recolle@ed that when the feafon of youth is 

dj.ent in Gifipation ard folly, for the moft parg, manhood 

2nd old ege are ccrrefpondent to it. So true is this ob- 

{crvation, that in every age the wifeft and beft mea have 

uniformly remarked, that very few embrace religicn in ade 

vanced life. A vaft mejority of thofe, who have been the 

fuxpporters of the church. and who have teen made partake 

ers of the blifliogs of the gofpel, have been thofe who ree 

membered their Creator in the days ot their youth, and who 

were trained up tn the way in which they fhould ZO. 

Heving laid before vou thefe remarks, which to us ape 

pear of primary importance, we do molt folemnly exhort 
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you, dear Brethren, as you value the ioterefls of Zion, as 

you love the religion of the blefled Jefus, as Jerutalen +s 

precious in your fight, to engage and to perlevere in fervent 

prayer to Almighty God, that a revival of genuine religiva 

may take place, that God of his infinite mercy wouid pour 

out copious fhowers of divine grace upon the thirfty bail of 

Zion, that the defert and folitary place may bad and bloffom 

as the rofe, and that our barren plices maw be fided with 

pools of water, We exhort you. who poff fs the religion 

of Jcfus, to make your lights fo thine before men. that oc 

thers {eeing your good works, may glorifv your father who 

isin Heaven. Remember the folemn obligations you nave 

brought upon yourftlves ; remember thet the vowsol God 

are wpou you ; that the profperity of Zon depends ina 

great meafure Ups n your excrtions; remember the thorte 

nefs of life, the rapid approach of death, the judgment oar, 

and all the folema realtics of Eternity. Let it be fren by 

your condu& that you have not followed cunningly deviled 

fables ; and that you are really in carnefl when you profs fe 

to be feeking a better country, that.is heavealy. We,as 

the minifters of God, who muff give an account of our tiew- 

ardihip, folemaly call upon you and every individual a- 

Mong you, to ex-rt yourfelves i in the caufe of God ind ree 

ligicn. Let every ‘man in his flation employ ali that per. 

fonel or c ficial influence which he may have, all thofe powe 

ers which God has given him, inthe promotion of pisty and 

the difcountenancing of iniquity. Andetpecizlly we would 

urge it upen parents to eng-ge moft earncitly in the tmpor. 

tant work of training up their children in the ways of piety, 

and in the knowledge of the truth) = We forewarnyou howe 

ever that this 1s a work of greatlsbor and difficulty. Ic is 

not fufficient merely to oblige children to recite to you the 

catechilfm of our church, and to read through the Bible, vou 

muft be initant in feafon and out of feafon. You mult bee 

gin with i.fancv, and go on a fleady undeviating flep, ua- 

til it pleates God to accomp fh your withes, and bring vour 

beloved cff-pring imto the fold of Chrilt, you muft cerca 

them by precept and by example ; vou muft endeavor by 

flrorg cries and tears to preveil on them to engage in G.d’s 

fervice. aud feek everlatting iife. In thort, ali chat labour, 

that diligence, thet zeal, that perfeverance amidtt dif ou. 

ragements and difficulties, which you exercife in providing 

for their worldiy honor and profperity, vou ought to emplog 

in promoting their everlafting interelts. And is this too 

Much to be requircd of you? Fataers! we call upon you, 
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and we adjure you by the ties of paternal affetion, to exert 

all that authority and influence which God has given you, 

to reftiain your children from the deftrudtive courfes of fia, 

and to guide them in the way to heaven. As you are pla, 

ced at the heed of your houfholds, and as all regard your 

example, much mav be done by vou for the good of their 

fouls. Much is given, to you and of you much will be re, 

quired. Recollect that awful account which foon you will 

have to give to the great Judge of the univerfe.— 

How fhockirg to think that the blood of children may be 

found in the fkirts of their fathers! Mothers ! ye who love 

the Lord Jefus,and who in him have found a ehige for 

your fouls—do ye not love the fouls of your children ? Do 

ou not moft earneftly defire that the y, whom you have fo 

often pre fled to your bofoms with the ineffable tendernefs 

of maternal love. On! do you not wish that they may e. 

fcape the wrath of God? chat they may at lafl be found fafe 

in the arms of Jefus ? Parents ! when your infant offspring 

are {porting around you, when your hearts: expand with un- 

utterable fondnets, and the tear of affeCtion (tarts in your 

eye, do you pot then fometimes caft an anxious eye fore 

ward into futurity and think, alas! thefe dear pledges of 

mutual love, our children, our beloved children, may he 

ruined by fin!—their fouls may be loft !—they may. fink 

forever uncer the ftroke of divine jultice, and curfe the 

day that gave them birth, aad the authors of their exif 

tence! We befeech you then, by all your hopes and fears, 

to begin from the very time you commit them to God in 

Baptiim, and unweariedly beficge the throne of grace, un 

til vou draw down the ble ffirg of Heaven upon them; and 

from the cradle let them be imbued with religion. Let 

the firfl name which they lifp be the name of Jefus; let 

them, when firft they fpeak, begin to utter his praife. As 

reafon advances, let them be intlruéted more and more ia 

the great dodirines of our bleffed religion. Let them learn 

the ruin and degradation of our nature by fin; the awful 

condemnation to which they are ex spofed 5 the wonderful 

grace of God in providing a Saviour, and the way of fal- 

vation through him. Alternately point them to Hell, the 

doom of the wicked, and to Heaven, the reward of the 

righteous. Show them that brighter world above the fky, 

and do you lead the way to it. Thus may you hope be. 

times to fee them growing wife to falvation, thus may they 

be a crown of glory to your grev hairs, and flrew with flow. 

ers the downward road of life , which leads you to the tomb. 
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And while we are thus addrc fling parents, we would alfo 

drop a word to the rifing generation, We befeceh vou, 

beloved youth, to lend a patient car to parental admonition 

and reproof ; regard the voice of your parents when they 

refs and invite you to fly from the fatal courfes of fin, 

and to take refuge in the arms of a Saviour, Liiten to your 

minifters, when they warn you of the wrath which is to 

come ; and in com paffioh to your fouls, exhort you to flee 

from it. Hear the voice of God, when tn his holy wofd, 

he commands you, ** Remember now your Creator in the 

days of your vouth.” Hear the voice of Jelus, when by 

his dying love, he calls you tu turn unto him and live, to 

look unto him and be faved. And be exhorted to fhut 

your ears againtt the firen fong of pleafure, he world ene 

tices you, the devil tempts you, your own lively paffions 

impel you eagerly forward; but the world entices but to 

deftroy you; the devil tempts but to deftroy ; your palfions 

impel you only to your ruin. Liften not then to thefe fee 

ductions, fortify your hearts againtt thefe temptations, and 

learn to walk in thofe ways that are pleafantnefs and peace. 

that,you may find reft to your fovls. [he voice of expe 

rience declares, that in religion alone the true pleafure of 

life confits. They, who wander trom her, wander from 

life, from peace, from hope, from heaven, from God. All 

who hate her love death. “Let the prime of your days be 

{pent in the fervice of God; give to your Saviour the belt 

of your affections. 

While fpeaking to you, Chriftian Brethren, on the fubs 

ye&t of the religious education of your children, we would 

not forget to point you to another very important, but much 

neglected duty; namely, the right education and training 

of your fervants. Remember that they have immortal 

fouls; that they are under your authority and diretion; 

that all the fios which they commit through your negle&, all 

the ruin which is brought upon their fouls on account of 

their ignorance of thofe truths in which you ought to have 

inftructed them, will be charged upon you. W e befeech 

you then to pay that attention to their beil interefls, which 

they deferve. Fearful indeed will be the account which 

you will have to render unto God, if thefe things are flighte 

ed; and fearful, it is probable, will be the judgments, 

which heaven will bring upon you, even in this world, on 

account of the great negle& in training up fervants in the 

knowledge of the way of falvation. 

To one point more will we call your attention before we 
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elefe. Tt is known to vou all, that in the bounds of this 

pre fbytery, thers are very few minifters profe fling the know. 

he dge, the zeal, and the piety united, which ought to belong 

to the minifterial character. Ina population of between 

three and four hund:ed thoufand fouls, how few are there, 

te king in all denominations, who poffefs thofe talents, that 

fund of knowledge, that apinefs for teaching, which will en. 

able them to expound the fcriptures, to defend the religi- 

on of Chrift Jefus, to put to filence the {coffs of the profane 

and impious, ard urge the truths ot God home to the hearts 

and confciences of men. ‘I here has been an effort made 

to increafe their number, by eftablifhing a {chool for the e. 

ducation of poor and pious youth for the miniftry. Num. 

bers have moft generoufly come forward, and contributed 

largely to this charitable defign. Heaven has fo favoured 

us, and fuch has been the liberality of numbers, that we «x- 

pect in a fhort time to be able to place at {chool at leaft one 

young man who will be thus trained up for the miniftry.— 

But this is a {mall matter. Hardly thall we be able in this 

way, to fupply the places of thofe, whom God in the courfe 

of his providence will remove from labouring in his vine- 

yard here, to the enjoyment of their labours in a better 

ftate than this. We do then inthis folemn and public 

manner, call upon all the pious, the benevolent, and the li. 

beral, to favour this plan of charity. Recolle&t, we befeech 

you, dear friends, the cond'tion of thoufands of your fellow 

creatures—your country men—perifhing for lack of knows 

ledge; going, ignorant of the folemn truths of religion, in 

the roadto eternal ruin. Chriftians ! has Jefus redeemed 

your fouls from fin and from hell, and inipired you with 

thofe hopes, which bear you up amidft all the troubles of 

lite? Has he ftretched out the arm of mercy to you? and 

will you not in return for his love, make fome facrifices of 

worldiy intereft ? Here is a wide field of charity opened be- 

fore you all, Here is a fuitable object for the exercife of 

benevolence. And let it be recolleGicd, that every mite 

beftowed here will be productive of good to diftant generas 

tions. Centuries after your heads are laid in the duit, your 

gifts will be doing good. Generations yet unborn, will call 

you blefled. We know that this is an unfavourable time— 

that all feel themfelves preffed with difficulties, from the 

late unfavourable feafons. But this fhould be no objetion 

to the making of contributions for the purpofes of charity. 

If you give unto the poor, you lend unto the Lord, and 

furely he will repay you with abundant interch, ‘ Prove 
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me now herewith, faith the Lord of Hofts, if I will not open 

you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a bleffing thas 

there fhall not be room enough to receive it.” Whercas, 

if the heart is contra¢ted, ifthe felfith affections prevail, if 

we are intent only upon our own gratifications, we may exe 

pect that the bleffing of Heaven will be withheld; and our 

land, though fertile as the garden of Eden, will be con. 

verted into a defolate wildernefs. It is reafonable to exe 

pect, that what God forefees will be fpent in luxurious en. 

joyments, or hoarded up with miferly care, will be denied ; 

but that the liberal foul fhall be made fat. We know that 

calls are often made on your charity ; but God is unceafing- 

ly beftowing good upon you. We know that folicitations 

of this kind are frequently repeated; but we know that the 

love of heaven isendlefs. ‘* Honour the Lord then with 

thy fubftance, and with the firft fruits of all thine increafe, 

fo fhall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy prefles fhall 

burft out with new wine.” 

Finally, Brethren, be heartily engaged in the caufe of 

God. Endeavour to be ufeful in the church of Chrift.— 

Be not flothful in bufinefs, but fervent in {pirit, ferving the 

Lord. Let your faith in our divine Matter be ftrong; and 

give all diligence to add to your faith virtue, and to virtue 

knowledge, and to knowledge temperance, and to tempe~ 

rance godlinefs, and to godlinefs patience, and to patience 

brotherly-kindnefs, and to brotherly-kindnefs charity,— 

May thefe things be in you and abound, fo that you fhall be 

neither barren nor unfruitful. To God we commit you, 

and may grace, mercy, and peace, from God the Father, 

and our Lord Jefus Chrift, be with your fpirit. 

Signed, by order of the Presbytery, 

ConraD Speece, Moderator. 

Joun H. Rice, Clerk. 

COPS PSDP SSSI SISSSSILILISI SD XG 

A SABBATH EVENING, AT MR. JERVAS’Se 

At the time alluded to in the laft Number, I had at- 

tended a fermon, and rode a confiderable dilftance, that [ 

might have the pleafure of Mr. Jervas’ company on Sab. 

bath evening. When I arrived at the houfe, I found the 

whole family colle&ted in a fpacious Hall. The compeny 

was compofed of Mr. Jervas and his lady, mifs Lucia, 

three or four grand children, and about 30 fervants, who 

— 21 
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Were all arranged round the Hall.. They had juft taken 

their feats when I arrived. [feared that { had come in at 

an unfeafonable time ; but Mr. Jervas received me with 

his ufual benignity, and requefted that I would take a feat 

among them. I accepted the invitation, and fat an atten. 

tive {peCtator of the fcene. It was new to me, and highly 

interefted my feelings. The old gentleman was seated in his 

great arm chair, with the venerable and dignified mien of 

an ancient Patriarch ; befide him fat the worthy companion 

of his joys and his forrows ; bext was their amiable daugh. 

ter, whofe eyes fparkled with intelligence and whofe coun. 

tenance was fobered by piety ; next were arranged their 

grand children, who watched every gefture and regarded 

évery word of their venerable anceftor, then followed the 

fervants, healthy, decently clad, and contented. I was 

following the train of ideas which this {cene fuggefted when 

Mr. Jervas furprifed me, by afking his daughter to give us 

an account of the fermon, which fhe had heard on that day, 

This requeft made me with i had not intruded, and I con- 

fefs that I felt confiderable pain for the young Lady, who, 

I feared, would be not a little embarraffed. But what was 

my furprife when £ heard her, without confufion, and yet 

with moit unaffected modefly, mention the text, flate clear. 

ly the heads of difcourfe, give a diftin&t abridgem ent of the 

the arguments under each divifion,and run through feveral 

practical inferances which the preacher had drawn from his 

fubje di! This facility of remembering, and relating what 

fhe had heard, was acquired, as I afterwards learned by 

habit. - It being the culton with Mr. Jervas always to ree 

quire this of his children: and though, faid he, at firk 

icarcely any thing more than the text was recollected, yet, 

in procefs of time, every important idea of a difcourfe was 

treafured up in the memory, and detailed with eafe.—In 

the next place the grand children were called upon to fay 

their catechiim ; which was promptly done, and a brief, 

fimple, and appropriate extortation was delivered to them. 

After this a number of black children flood up, and faid a 

few quellions in the catechif{m, which had been taught them 

by their parents. Mr. Jervas gave them alfo fome words 

good advice. Mifs Lucia was then called upon to read 

one of the Village Sermons (1) to the family, which being 

(1) The Village Sermons, lately printed by Wm. W.- 

Woodward of Philadelphia, are flrongly recommended as 
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ended, the old gentleman concluded the whole bufinefs 

with family prayer. Opportunity being then afforded for 

converiation, I enquired whether every Sabbath evening 

were {pent in that way, orifthis were any extraordinary 

affair. Every evening replied he, fince | was mafter of a 

family has been fpent in a way nearly fimilar to this. And 

I find it both more pleafant, and more profitable thus to 

fpend the evening of the Lords day, than in flcep, in idle 

converfation, or foolifh amufement. But faid I, did not 

you find it, at firft, avery difficult tafk, to induce your fer- 

vants to attend, and when you compelled their attendance, 

did they not trequentiy fleep during the fervice? Nothing 

valuable, replicd Mr. Jervas, can be cbtained without la- 

bour. I acknowledge that it was one of the moft difficult 

tafks that | have ever undertaken. for several years, L 

found great reluétance in the blacks to give the attendance 

that [ required. * But hard labour conquers every thing.” 

By perfevering in my plan, by fometimes giving correction, 

and fometimes admonition, [ prevailed upon them to fub- 

mit to my regulations. ‘Lhofe that were young were train- 

ed up in this way from their infancy. I took care to have 

them all taught to read the f{criptures, and furnifhed them 

with Bibles. Every fervant that has been born in my fa- 

mily for thirty years, has alfo been taught the Affembly’s 

fhorter Catechifm ; and as well as [ was able, I inflruéted 

them in the doétrines of our holy religion. My efforts 

were not without fuccefs. One and then another embraced 

religion. The wore then became more eafy. I had greater 

encouragement to proceed. And now I have nota fervant 

who does not long, throughout the week, for fabath e. 

vening to come. But give me leave to afk, faid I, if you 

were not afraid, that giving them fuch inftructions would 

infpire them with high notions of liberty, and make them 

both troublefome and dangerous? Not at al! replied he— 

not at all. The knowledge of the precepts of chriftianity, 

and the practife of its duties will never lead men to rebel- 

lion or infurreétion. So far trom it, that the readieft way to 

incline then to aé as they ought, is to train them up accord- 

ing to the precepts of the gofpel. He who knows that fer- 

vants are enjoined in the gofpel to be obedient to their own 

well fuited to be read on fuch occafions. They are fhort, 

plain, highly impreffive, and fervently pious. No head ofa 

family ought to be without them. 



mafters, not with eye fervice, as men pleafers, but in fia. 

glenefs of heart, as unto Chrift, furely will not be a worfe 

fervant, than he whofe only motive to aétion, is the dread 

of an overfeer’s lath, For my own part, I know from many 

years experience, that the beft and moft enlightened chrif_ 

tians, are the beft fervants. And this is confirmed not only 

by my own obfervations, but alfo by the declarations of 0. 

thers. A gentleman, who holds avery large number of 

flaves, informed me the other day, that he had by fufficient 

experience proved the truth of thefe remarks. And Ihave 

heard of an excellent old lady, who frequently obferved, 

that the preachers, who inftruéted her fervants in the doce: 

trines and duties of religion, were of much more advantage 

to her, than all the overfeers fhe ever employed. But I 

can relate a particular inftance of this kind, which will fur- 

nifh very ftrong proot of the correétnefs of my opinions, I 

have a fervant, who was, for fome years, the moft paffion. 

ate, obflinate, and perverfe being Lever had to manage. 

When off nded with any arrangements of the family, fhe 

appeared more like a bedlamite than a reafonable being. 

But a few years ago, by the bleffing of God on my labours 

and inftruclions, fhe became pious, and I have never feen 

a more valuable fervant than ihe now is. Patient, meek, 

fubmiffive, and obedient, fhe zealoufly obeys all my or. 

ders, and ferves me with the utmoft faithfulnefs, and ho. 

nefty. How blind, then, and prepofterous is that conduét, 

which neglects the religious education of fervants? And 

how much pleafure do we lofe by this negle&t? There are 

Jome people, who look upon this unfortunate race of men 

with amoft unreafonable, and malignant jealoufy. If a 

negro appears contented and happy, it feems to irritate 

them beyond meafure. If he feems anxious to enjoy the 

benefit of Chriftian ordinances, they think him proud and 

impudent. In fhort, it appears to be the opinion of many, 

ahat thefe creatures were only made to work, to be curfed, 

and to be beaten. This conduét is both inhuman and im. 

politic. Itis inhuman, becaufe negroes have immortal 

fouls, and Chrift died as much to redeem them, as to re- 

deem us. Itis impolitic, becaufe every fervant is thus 

made an enemy ; or to fay the leaft, no fervant has any 

motive but that of fear to induce him to difcharge his duty. 

But fir, faid 1, do you not find that indulgence fpoils them? 

Are they not indolent and worthlefs? I have frequently 

heard the maxim, “ Treat a negro well, and you ruin him.” 

Jf, rejoined Mr. Jervas, you call the treatment which f 
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have mentioned, indulgence, I do not find that itdoes. 1° 

have been a houfe-keeper forty years, have raifed thirteen 

children, and have in no year, been obliged to buy pro. 

vifions for my family: and for the moft part have been a- 

ble to fell. This is a fufficient proof that my fervants have 

not been fpoiled by indulgence. I know that fome hue 

mane men, the mildnefs of whofe difpofition cannot bear 

that their fervants fhould be cut to pieces with the fcourge 

of an unrelenting overfcer, and who have never thought of 

fiimulating them to induftry by any other motive than 

that of fear, have been ruined by the indolence and difhon- 

efty of their flaves. Butin my mode of training fervants, 

I have univerfally infiled upon that maxim, that ** 7/ any 

will not work, neither shall he eat.” I have taught them 

the reafonablenefs, and neceflity of induftry; and have al- 

ways endeavoured to fhow myfelf fo much interefted in 

their protection, their health, their comfortable lodging, 

eating, &c. and their inftrustion in religious doétrine, that 

I have had a claim upon their gratitude, and have intereft- 

ed them in my welfare. I have no notion of indulging 

any in idlenefs. It is no kindnefs todo fo. Neither do 

J, on the other hand, require unreafonable labour from 

them, as if they were brutes. Multitudes have objedled 

to me, that my plan would not do, that it required an ine 

tolerable labour, to which no man could fubmit. I know 

by long experience, thatit requires labour. But furely to 

ameliorate the condition, and to add to the enjoyments of 

the unfortunate, is an objeét worthy of labour: and it is 

undoubtedly worth a man’s while, to labour inceffantly, 

while his life lafts, to be the means of faving one foul, 

Ido not find that our Saviour refufed to undertake, and 

profecute the great work of preaching the giad tidings of 

the kingdom, and of accomplifhing our salvation, becaufe 

it was laborious. And thofe who profefs to follow him, 

ought to tread in his foot fteps. I will take the liberty, 

however, to obferve, faid I, that there are in our country 

many wealthy perfons, who hold fuch numbers of flaves, 

that it is abfolutely impoffible for them to train them up, 

in the way that you have done. How can aman, who 

has two or three guarters, in{truct his fervants in the doc. 

trines of religion? 

Sir, faid Mr. Jervas, the duties of mafters and fervants 

are reciprocal. It is the fervant’s duty to honour and obey 

his matter, and ferve him with all fidelity. It is the maf. 

ter’s duty to protect, feed, and clothe his fervant, and give 

be i 
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him fuch'inftrudtion as is neceffary for falvation. If the 

fervant fails on his part, the law allows compulfory mea, 

{ures ; if the mafter fails in his duty, what can be done? 

Shall it be faid, he has fo many that he cannot difcharge the 

duties which he owes them? I fear that in the bar of con. 

{cience, the validity of this excufe can hardly be admitted, 

The only queftion here is, do the duties which I have men- 

tioned, refult from the relation of mafter and fervant? If 

they do, then, no accidental circumftance can deftroy the 

obligation. Ifyou have too many for your care, who for. 

ced them upon you? At the day of judgment, it will harldy 

be enquired, how many fervants we poffefled ; but how we 

difcharged the duties which we owed them. But if the 

relation does not imply the obligations which I mentioned, 

then the matter is decided at once. We are by the gof, 

pel of Chrift, at full liberty to negle& them as we pleafe: 

and he is equally meritorious, who permits his flaves to 

live as heathen, with him who trains them up in the fear of 

God, and inftruéts them in the knowledge of a Saviour.— 

Which conclufion, I think, few Chriftians are willing to ade 

mit. For my own part, f cannot bear to hear a man, who, 

under the influence of a worldly fpirit, is continually adding 

to his pofleffions of this kind, excufe himfelf for the neglect 

of an acknowledged duty, by faying that he has too many, 

to be able to act as he ought towards them, when, at the 

fame time, it is perfectly known that there is not even an 

effurt made to do that which is conceded to be right. 

But to give a more direé anfwer to your queftion ; if 

matters are fo fituated with any perfon, that in prefent cir. 

cumftances, he cannot give his perfonal attention to thisim- 

portant affair fhall it be entirely negleéted ? } think not.— 

in the cafe fuppofed, it is equally impoffible to give perfon- 

al attention to worldly affairs. Are they therefore ne- 

glected? No certainly. But the moft induftrious, active 

and intelligent man that can be obtained, is engaged to fu. 

perintend them. Why then might not the matter, when 

bargaining with an overfeer, pay fome regard to the beft, 

the immortal interefts of his fervants, as well as to his own 

temporal concerns? From thefe remarks, I think that the 

following conclufions may be drawn. 1, That it is the du- 

ty of every flave holder, to ufe his utmoft exertions to em- 

ploy as overfeers, men of piety. 2, To furnifh them with 

fome plain elementary books in religion, which, on fabbath 

days, they fhould be obliged to read to the negroes. —— 

3, To encourage them, by fuitable rewards, to inftruét the 
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negroes in reading, fo far, that they fhall be able to read 

the {criptures; and to catechife them. And 4, That maf. 

ters, when they vilit their plantations, for the purpofe of ex. 

amining into the ftate of affairs. and infpedting the condu& 

of their overfeers, fhould allo pav that attention to this bufi. 

nefs, which its importance, and the fol: mnity of the obliga. 

tion requires. I know that this fcheme is attended with 

formidable difficulties, and, inde: d, to a timid mind, it may 

appear entirely impracticable. But 1 am periuaded, that if 

it were profecuted with that activity and ardor, that unwea- 

ried perfeverance, and unremitting diligence, with which 

men profecute their plans of wealth and agg: andifement, 

that much good might be done. When men are really in- 

tent upon the attainment of any object, they diicover a fub- 

tilty, an ingenuity, and a fruitfuluefs, in refources perfect 

ly aftonifhing. ‘Thus would it be in this bufinefs, if every 

man had a jutt view of the worth of fouls, of the folemn ob- 

ligations impofed upon him, of the awful account one da 

to be rendered. Thus would it be, if every man inftead of 

living for this world, lived for ETERNITY. But though 

much might be done both for the prefent and eternal ad. 

vantage of this unhappy race, and I am perfuaded too, for 

the present and eternal advantage of their mafters, yet hard- 

ly an effort is made. How we can anfwer before God for 

fuch an omiffion of duty, I know not. And how we can 

expect that the judgments of Heaven will be averted from 

us, I will not pretendto fay. For my own part, I have 

moft gloomy apprehenfions. But pleafe to obferve, that 

1 am faying nothivg now, as to the lawfulnefs of the hold. 

ing of flaves by the people of this country in prefent cir. 

cumftances. My owncondutt on this fubject, fufficiently 

manifefls my opinion. But the only queftion before us is, 

how we fhould treat them while they are in our poffeffion ? 

Ihave given you my opinions frecly, Aud my reafons for 

holding them. 

Do you not fir, faid [, carry your opinions on this fubs 

jet to an extent which may be called rigid. Would it not 

be fufficient to permit our fervants to attend divine worfhip 

on the fabbath ? 

Ah fir, faid he, nothing can be called fufficient, un/ess et is 

the very best thing that we are uble to do. And befides this, 

who does not know the diladvantages that thefe poor mor- 

tals labour under, when they have the liberty to attend 

preaching? It often happens, that they are obliged to give 

Way to the whites, agit is proper that they fhould, But 
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what benefit can they derive trom preaching, which they 

cannot hear? But if matters are fo arranged, that they can 

hear, for the moft partthey are ignorant of the fundamen. 

tal doétrines of chriftianity, which every clergyman is ob, 

liged to fuppofe, that his people are acquainted with, that 

they underftand not the difcourfe. It requires a mind of 

fome cultivation, to be able to follow a train of reafoning, 

and take up thofe ideas which are rapidly delivered. Vee 

ry ignorant people whether young or old, must be catechised, 

or they will remaia forever ignorant of Chriftian doétrines, 

Wherefore, I have always admired the inftitution of an 

order of catechumens (2) in the early ages of chriftianity. It 

is [ think much to be lamented that there is not fuch an or- 

der now in ourchurch. But I am about to digrefs from 

the fubjeét. Negroes, I can affure you from experience, 

mutt be catechifed. 

(2.) In the early ages of Chriftianity it was thought ne. 

ceflary to divide Chriftians into two orders, Believers and 

Catechumens. Believers were thofe who were fo inftructed 

in the doétrines of Chriftianity, and fo grounded and efta. 

blithed in the truth, as to be admitted to the full enjoyment 

of all the privileges of the church, Catechumens were fuch 

as were not fully inftruéted in the doétrines, and of courfe 

were not admitted to the ordinances of the church. Thefe 

were committed to the care of men eminent for their gra- 

vity, wifdom, and piety, to be trained up in the knowledge 

of Chriftian truth; and when it appeared that they were 

fufficiently inftruéted, they were admitted into the number 

of believers. Nowifall men were chriftians, and if all 

chriftians were fufficiently careful to give their children re.. 

ligious inftru€tion, there would be no neceffity for fuch an 

order ; but this is far, very far frombeingthe cafe. There 

are, however, I believe, many who are in fome degree im. 

prefled with religious truth, but too ignorant of religion to 

be admitted to the privileges of the church, or even to be 

much profited by attendance on public worfhip ;_ yet they 

would gladly receive thofe inftruétions which are neceffary 

to make them wife unto falvation. [I fubmit, therefore, 

this queftion to thofe who are concerned, for the welfare of 

the church. “ Whether, in the prefent flate of affairs, it 

would not be expedient to inflitute an order of Catechu- 

mens, and appoint Catechifts, whofe duty it fhould be to 

take care of the Catechumens, and give them fuitable in. 
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, I have only one queflion more to afk, faid I, on this fub. 

. jet. I have known the majority of black people, who 

made a profeffion of religion, to have very ftrange and ridi- 

culous notions on the fubje¢t. Nothing can perfuade them 

that they have not feen ttrange fights, fuch as the devil, 

f chafing them with oalls of fire. Hell opening to reccive 

; them ; Jefus dyingon the crofs for them ; and J know not 

what. Has it not been difficult for vou to eradicate fuch 

J foolifh notiors from their minds? Something like this has 

4 occurred in my family, faid Mr. Jervas, and the only re- 

medy, which I have found for it, is inftruétion in the doce 

t trines of religion, Jgnorance is the parent of these wretched 

superstitions, which are fo often fubftituted for religion. 

“ And they never will be destroyed until men are better taught. 

. They have at prefent a mott difaftrous influence io our 

land ; and I greatly fear that this influence will be extend- 

ed, rather than diminifhed. There are thoufands of black 

people, and many of the whites, who profefs religion, and 

are no more influenced by it’s precepts, in their daily walk 

and converfation, than Turks or Heathens are. See them 

at church, and they are full of zeal; you would fuppofe 

them about to take Heaven with a holy violence; but fee 

them clfewhere, and they are utterly unchriftian, And 

there is nothing wonderful in this ; for the only foundation 

oftheir hope is, that they have as they firmly believe, 

feen fome ftrange fight, which filled them with dreadful a- 

gony ; and afterwards, in {ome miraculous way, have been 

delivered from their fears. This at once fecures Heaven 

to them, and they may live as they pleafe. Ic is a little 

wonderful, that any who undertake to preach the gofpel, 

and have the management of church affairs, fhould encoue 

rage or even tolerate fuch dangerous abfurdities. They 

have a very unhappy effeét in many refpects ; and not the 

leaft evil refulting from them is, that in any attempt to 

chriftianize the blacks in Virginia, the owners of them, fee- 

ing fo little piety, honefty, integrity, and humanity, in thofe 

who profefs religion, would treat the plan with great colde 

nefs. Whereas if all thofe who are called chriftians, were 

properly inflruéled and taught the necefhity of that faith, 

which worketh by love, even thofe mafters, who neglect 

their own fouls, would fee fuch a difference between thefe, 

and thofe who were not thus taught, that for the fake of 

their own intereft, they would cheerfully contribute to the 

promotion of fuch a defign. And if the time were once 

come, when ail the flaves in Virginia were chriftianized, 

an 
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anJ made acquainted with thofe truths which are neceffa 

toa holy life, all nations in the earth might call us bleffed. 

Plots and infurreclions, and ail the horrid ideas, which 

now haunt the minds of fo many mifguided people, would 

no more’be apprehended, fervants would then do their du. 

ty, andevenif buffeted for well doing, would take it pa. 

tiently. Iam perfuaded, fir, that I have feveral negroes 

now, who would not be tempted to leave us, by the price 

of freedom. ‘ My mafter, they fay, and my miftrefs are 

“‘ my beft friends ; Lhavea plenty to eat and to wear, [ 

& have a good warm houfe, I am nurfed when Iam fick, and 

*¢ fam taught how to love, and ferve God, and what more 

© dol want!” In the time of our revolutionary war, when 

the Britifh tempted our flaves to leave us, for the fake of 

an anperianent, I colleGted my family together, and inform. 

ed them that if they chofe it, ees 4 might now be free. The 

Britith invite you to come to them, go if you pleafe. I 

ihall do nothing te hinderyou. This fpeech feemed great- 

iy to aficét them all. Numbers burft into tears, and en. 

quired what they had done to cffend me. An cid African 

whofe fidelity I had often experience ed, came up to me, and 

feizing my hand kiffed it, then lay ng his hard on his breaft 

he exclaimed, “ Mafla, me will {pila my bleud for you 3 

me will live and die for you; me no Jeava vou.” I was 

fcarcely ever more affected, than by this trong proof of 

generous attachment. I difmiffed them with affurances of 

my regard and of my determination always to confult their 

belt interefls. But it is time to retire to reft. Good night, 

fir. May you enjoy comfortable repofe. 

On taking my leave the next morning, I was invited by 

Mr. Jervas, to dine with him on the enfuing Chriftmas, as 

he then expeCled a company of fele& friend s to be with 

him. Ina following number I defign to communicate what 

puffed on that occafion, 

eC SLILLSS LL DLES I TIPLE SELES LD LDS x 

A CONVERSATION, AT MR. JERVAS’Se 

On my arrival at Mr. Jervas’s, at the time appointed, 

I found there, bi fides feveral of his children, three clergy. 

men. It willbe proper to introduce thefe to the acquain- 
. — . 1 3 

tacvce of the readers of the Religious Magazine. The eld- 

ef of them had been a preacher ten or filteen years, is ens 

dowed with faculties of the highefl kind, and has cultivated 
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them with great affiduity. No man of his age has greater 

extent or variety of information, His powers are peculiare 

ly fitted for the inveftigation of truth. With a found judg.~ 

ment, a vigorous underftanding, a quick perception, and 

great compafs of thought, he has the capacity of holding his 

mind in fufpenfe, until a fubjeé is viewed in all its bearines 

and relations; and until the rays of evidence, however 

ridely they be diffipated, are all brought to a focus on the 

point under inveftigation. Poffefling fuch intellectual pow- 

ers as thefe, he is animated with a love of truth, and thirft 

after knowledge, which prompts to unwearied diligence in 

refearch, and unremittiag application to fudy. His know. 

ledge then muft be confiderable. His tafte is refined, his 

imagination rich in imagery, his clocution copious, and his 

trains of reafoning are clofe and logical; his eye fparkles 

with intelligence, and his voice is melodious as the notes 

of the nightingale. But in addition to all thefe excellen- 

cies, he is remarkably modefl ; itis impofhible for you to be 

in his company without fecing his fuperiority, and yet fuch 

is his mode elty that it gives you no pain to acknowledge it. 

I fhall, for the fake of diftintion, call him Paulinus. 

The fecond is a younger man anda younger m inifler,—— 

He alfo pofleffes real genius. Vhe moft remarkable quali- 

ty of his mind is vigor; in argumentation he reminds one 

ofthe Ajax of Homer, armed ‘with his mace of i iron, and at 

every vibration overthrowing whole troops of Trojans.— 

His conception is very clear, and of courfe he is perfpicu, 

ous, precife, and fluent in his elocution. From the com. 

parifon jut ufed, however, it is not to be fuppofed that 

there is any thing of coarfenefs or vulgarity in his mind.— 

Far from it. His imagination is delicate, and his tafte re« 

fined. I fhall callhim Philander. The piety of both thefe 

gentlemen is warm and unaffected. They have hearts for. 

med for friendfhip. Poffefling the higheft talents and the 

beft means of information that Virginia could afford, they 

would have been capable of filling any office; and might 

have rifen to the firft eminence in the flate. But fuch was 

their devotion to the caufe of Chrift, that they left all and 

followed him. 

The third gentleman is a young man of good education, 

of lively talents, and promifes confiderable ufefulnefs in the 

church of Chrift. His name is Merton. 

The ufual falutations and compliments of the feafon, in. 

troduced a converfation on the fubjeét of obferving holy- 

days, fuch as Chrifmas, Eafcr, and other feafons of this 

ae ee 
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kind. The young clergyman expreffed a with that they 

might be abolifhed, for, faid he, the obfervance of them 

gives occafion toa great deal of diffipation, foolifh mirth, 

noify frolic, and unreafuvable watfte of time. 

Your remark, faid Paulinus, furnifhes a very juft objec. 

tion againft the manner in which thefe times are {pent ; 

and this f admit is utterly indefenfible. But while this ad- 

miffion is made, [| would by no means advocate the aboli, 

tion of thefe days. The zeal which many have difplayed, 

againft what are called fuperftitious obfervances, has been 

carried to an unreafonable length. While human nature 

continues in its prefent ftate, days appointed by proper au. 

thority, or agreed upon by general confent for re:igious eme 

ployments and exercifes, are of confiderable advantage ; 

and it would undoubtedly produce very happy effeéts, if, at 

that feafon of the year, when Angele from Heaven proe 

claimed, ‘Glory to God in the higheft, peace on earth, and 

* good will to men,” all were fuitably employed in medita- 

tion on the ineflimabie bleffings which Jcfus Chrift came 

to beftow upon the human race. The fame obfervations 

may be applied to Good Friday, after Sunday, and other 

cays of this kind. Nor is it a juft argument to object, that 

there is danger of thefe becoming mere formal obfervan- 

ces; for this, if admitted, will apply to the Sabbath, to the 

preaching of the word, and to every inftitution of the Chrif- 

tian Church. For my own part, then, [ would not have 

them abolifhed ; but I think it defirable that publick teach. 

ers fhould turn the attention of their people to fuch feafons 

as thefe, and inftruét them in the proper ufe to be made of 

them. The company acquiefced in thefe Centiments. 

Philander then remarked that in feveral points, with re. 

gard to the mode of conducting divine worfhip, and the 

houfes appointed for that purpofe, he differed much from 

many in our country. It is quite a common faying of a 

houte intended for worfhip, that it is good enough for a 

mneeting house, when in truth there is not a church in this 

part of tie {late as good as a Dutchman’s burn. They are 

generally poor, miferable leaky hulls, which let in wind and 

water on every occafion; and it is almoft impoffible at any 

feafon to accommodate a congregation tolerably, I will not 

fay comfortably, for that is out of the queftion, in buildings 

fet apart for publick worfhip. In Roman Catholic coun- 

tries, they would be thought proper places to do penance in. 

Merton. Places of worfhip thould atleaft be fo conftruct- 

ed, as to be comfortable to the audience at any feafon. This 
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is neceflary to 2 profitable attendance on divine ordig 

nances. 

Philander. But I carry my ideas farther on this fudjeé, 

than merely to take in what is comfortable. Churches ought 

to be elegant buildings, and conttruéted in fuch a tafte of 

fimple grandeur, as to infpire worfhippers with awe and fo- 

lemnity. [tis impoffible to feel that compvfure of mind 

when fitting in an open houfe, with the wind whiftling a. 

round our ears, which we feel when in a flately edifice, fuch 

as { have mentioned. And though inftrumental mufick in 

churches is exploded, among us, yet were I to confult my 

own tafte, I would have a good organ at every place of wor- 

fhip. Its deep and folemn tones compofe the mind, draw 

off the thoughts from worldly cares, and admirably prepare 

us for the folemn duties of prayer and praife. What fir, 

(addreffiog himfelf to Paulinus) is your opinion on this 

fubjedt ? 

Paulinus. In this point I agree with you ; but would go 

ftill farther. At the period of the reformation an intem., 

perate, undiftinguifhing zeal againft the corruptions of po- 

pery, diltroyed many things which are in their own nature 

indifferent, and many which might be ufeful. Of this 

number [ confider paintings in churches. The objects of 

fenfe have fuch an influence upon us, and fo univerfally af- 

fect our feelings, and influence the determinations of the 

mind, that it would be a happy thing accomplifhed if we 

could inlift the fenfes in the caufe of religioa. Whe hifloe 

ry of the old and new Teftament, furnifh fo many excellent 

fubjeéts for the Artift, that there could be no difficulty, on 

this {core, in furnifhing churches with fuitable pieces. [fin 

de(cribing the paffion of our Lord, for inftance, we could 

point our audience to a matter piece of painting on this fube 

ject, it is highly probable that our words would have a 

more powerful effeét, than at prefent they have. And if 

every part of our houfes were fo furnifhed with facred fub- 

jets, that in whatever direction we fhould turn our eyes, 

objets connected with religious truth were prefented to 

them, it is alfo highly probable that our congregations 

would be more ferious, when in the houfe of God, than 

they generally are. Among Roman Catholicks, there is ale 

molt vniverfally to be found more zeal, at leaft more appears 

ance of devotion, and piety, and more attachment to religion 

than among Proteftants. I think that this can be accounted 

for, only from the circumftance that among thofe people, the 

fenfes, as I faid, are employed in the fervice of religion, 
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Philander. I beg leave to afk whether, upon this plan, 

there would not be danger of the people’s being fatisfied 

with the mere form, without the life and power of reli. 

gion? We know that among the Proteftants, the fuperfli. 

tions of the Catholics have long been proverbial, and it has 

frequently been charged upon them, that their religion 

confifted more in pagentry and fhow, than in any thing elfe, 

Paulinus. There is not that danger to be apprehended 

from thefe circumftances, which many imagine. I know ins 

deed that in all fituations, we are to guard againft forma, 

lity and fuperftition. But the moft effectual barrier again 

thefe, are learning, piety, and refinement among the cler. 

gy ; and inftruction in the dottrines of religion freely com. 

municated to the people. Among the ignorant there will 

be fuperftitions, and where there is fuperftition there will 

be obfervances, which have no tendency to promote true 

piety. In our own country there are thoufaads who know 

nothing of popery, and whofe worfhip is fo fimple, that 

art has not been employed, to build a houfe for them to 

worfhip in, and yet among thefe, it is no breach of charity 

to fay there are formal profeflors, and fuperftitious obfer, 

vances. In the plan that I would propofe of managing the 

affairs of religion, I would have the people well inftructed 

from their infancy in its doctrines. Now the facts record. 

ed in fcripture hiftory are fo conneéted with the doétrines 

of religion, that the latter do abfolutely depend on the 

former. Ihe perfon then who is well inftruéted in religious 

dottrine, will have the faéts upon which thefe doétrines de- 

pend, ftrongly affociated together in his mind. And when 

any object of fenfe, for inftance a good piece of paint- 

ing, or even a ceremonial obfervance, brings to his mind 

the hiftorical fact, by the principle of affociation, he will be 

led to dwell on the doétrine connected with it. ‘It appears 

to me, that fo far from promoting fuperftition and formality, 

this might have a happy tendency to advance the caufe of 

piety. At lealt think it may be affirmed, that the per- 

fon imbued with religious knowledge, and trained up in 

the fear of God, furrounded ina church, with objeéts in- 

timately connected with the important truths which be- 

long to his foul’s falvation, would hardly be fo lightly em. 

ployed as many perfons now are, while fitting in the church. 

Phil. Thefe obfervations are new to me, but I have no 

doubt of the juflnefs of them. 

Mr. Jervas. 1 beg pardon for interrupting you gentle- 

mea, but as we can have no hope of fecing the fervice of 

~~ um . a. 2 wae: Ue 
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God thus conducted in our day, fuppofe that we lay afide 

thefe {peculations, and come to fomething nearer home— 

fomething of practical utility. The conyerfation between 

you has turned my mind very ftrongly to the {tate of religi- 

onio Virginia. Asyou have lately vifited various parts of 

the country, I propofe that you give a view of this fubje¢t, 

and devile fomething for the amelioration of matters among 

us—fome remedy for the evils of which we complain. I 

have obferved that moft friends to religion, when they feel 

the evils which prefs upon the church, complain heavily, 

but make few exertions for the amendment of what is 

wrong. I am an old man, more ufed to practice than to 

fpeculation, J love to engage in schemes of practical utility. 

Let us then in the firlt place hear your remarks upon thofe 

evils which threaten the church, and then let the remedies 

be fuggefted- And let Merton begin firft. This propo. 

fai being accepted, Merton began as follows, ‘ That 

which ftruck me as molt remarkable in the religious cha- 

racler of this people, while on my miffionary tour among 

them, was their ignorance of chriftian dottrines. I often 

found it difficult to know how to preach to them, as I dilcos 

vered that they were totally ignorant of the meaning of the 

terms moft commonly in ufe in Chriftian difcourfes, fuch 

as Regeneration, Sanctification, Adoption and the like.— 

It was neceflary to begin at the very firft principles of the 

golfpel, and explain them as | would to a child in a cate- 

chetical lecture, And what is a little extraordinary, this igs 

norance is not confined to carelefs perfons, but is to be found 

even among the profeffors of religion. I know not whea 

ther this can be much wondered at, when fuch numbers of 

thofe, who undertake to be teachers, are fo ignorant. I 

once found very great difficulty in making a preacher of the 

goloel fenfible of ‘the difference between regeneration and 

fan@tificatiun, But it would look like bitternefs and ill nas 

ture, to detail anecdotes on the fubject of the tgaorance of 

the clergy. The world would call me bigot if | were to do 

fo; and yet there are bifhops of churches in Virginia, in 

the fame ftate of ignorance with the famous bifhop in the 

tenth century, (I think) who being called upon to affix his 

fignature to (ome piece of writing, was obliged to place his 

mark inflead of his name. While this fate of affairs cone 

tinues, it cannot be expected that religious inftruAtion, will 

be widely diffeminated. The next thing that flruck me in 

avery unfavourable point of view, is the number of fects 

in Virginia. This may properly be denominated the land 

mm . 
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ef divisions: and multitudes among the people, have all the 

bigotry, the rancour, and illiberality of feCtarians, without 

the zeal or the piety, which are fometimes found amon 

them. <A vehement fpirit of profelytifm prevails. In the 

{eGlion of the country through which I travell+d, there are 

many preachers who never deliver a difcourfe without in, 

troducing the peculiar tenets of their party, and urging them 

withas much zealas if the falvation of fouls depended upon 

them. I have frequently obferved the bad conf: quences of 

thefe unfortunate divifions,both upon prof ffors,and carelefs 

perfons. ‘To the enemies of our holy religion, they furnifh 

a pretext for objeéling againft it. And in addition to the 

narrownefs and illeberality, which chriftians contract from 

the endlefs controverfics to which thefe divifions give rife, 

the infilling fo much upon the peculiar doctrines of a fee, 

by the public, and allowed teachers of Chriftianity, is very 

apt to turn the attention of the feCtarian, chiefly to his dif. 

tinguifhing tenets. The regard to thefe is frequently fub. 

fiituted for the great and weighty matters of the law, and 

the gofpel, faith and judgment and mercy. It is much 

more eafy to an unregenerate man, to regard one or two re- 

ligious rites, than to live a life of faith on the Son of God, 

and daily to grew in grace and inthe knowledge of our 

Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift. 

Another very difcouraging fact on this fubje& is, that 

although this country was at its firlt difcovery, fettled by 

chriftians, and the grofpel has, from a very early pericd, 

been preached among us, yet the number of profeflors of 

religion bears a very {mall proportion indeed to the popu- 

Jauion ofthe country. There are multitudes, who are bitter 

enemies tothe gofpel, and more, who are mere indifferert- 

tifts ; while very few indeed are warmly interefted in its tup- 

port. And of thofe who do appear interefted, the majority 

feem to pay no regard to the promotion of religion in g- nes 

ral, but only to the extenfion of their own fociety. ‘hefe 

are the remarks which | have had occafion to make on this 

fubject. I fhall be glad to hear the opinion of thofe who 

have had longer time fur obfervation, than 1 my{clf have 

had.” , 

Mr. Jervas. According to the order agreed upon it is 

Philander’s time next to fpeak on this point 

Philander, Our friend Merton has zlready detailed a 

pretty large catalogue cf evils which cffiiét the Church. 

Kut certain circumflances have brought to my knowledg, 

and prefled vpon my cunlideration fume oihcis whica ne 
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has not noticed. In the firft place then, in addition to what 

he has faid, I remark that in this country, it is moft unfor- 

tunate, that thofe men, who devote themfelves to the law 

bour of preaching, are fo fcantily fupported. I do not know 

a fingle clergyman who receives a competent fupport for a 

family. I know that I am here furnifhing a theme for rail- 

ing accufations. The avarice of the clergy, their monftrous 

wealth, and tyranical exercife of power, have been fub- 

jects of declamation for many a fterile wit, who could find 

nothing elfe to laugh at. But the whole world knows that 

we are guiltlefs of the crime of being rich. And it is truly 

ridiculous, for men to talk of the avarice of thofe, who af- 

ter they have {pent their little patrimony, and the prime of 

their lives in the acquifition of knowledge, and exhaulted 

their conftitutions, and ruined their health by laborious 

fludy, have to fuffer under the prefflure of poverty, and 

fcuffe out their lives with the help of one hundred 

pounds per annum. And indeed fometimes with the half 

of that fum. Thefe are melancholy facts. And according 

ingly we find that very few indeed have the difinterefted_ 

nefs, the fortitude and felf-denial to engage in the minif. 

try. Nor is it wonderful; for this profeffion uniformly 

prefents us with the barren and comfortlefs wafte of pover= 

ty; while on the other hand, to every man of genius 

and learning, the other profeffions of our country oper 

the door to honours and emoluments, to high offices and 

confiderable wealth ; and I myfelfknow men who toil thro” 

the laborious lite of a clergyman, with the pitiful falary of 

one hundred pounds, who poffefs genius and activity, and 

induftry, which would in the profeffion of the law, pro- 

duce an annual amount ten times as great. I therefore 

greatly fear that the clerical office will in procefs of time 

be deferted by men of learning and genius, and filled with 

unlearned clerks, who will only burlefque their profeffion, 

and briag religion into contempt. 

Another evil of which we have reafon to complain, is 

that in moft of thofe few congregations, which are willing 

to give any thing to the fupport of their paftors, the mo- 

ney can only be raifed by the miferable and deceptious 

fhift of an annua! fubfcription. Thus when a minifter fet. 

tles at any place, he mult toil through the firft year as he 

can ; at the end of it, the colleétion is begun to be made ; 

a few dollars are received at one time, afew at another, a 

beef, a fhoat, a piece of Virginia cloth is offered in pay- 

ment: thus the fecond year 1s more than half gone before 

23 
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the colle@tion for the firft is made ; but in the mean time 

fome perfon is difgufted with fome unwelcome truth, de, 

livered by the preacher, and withdraws his fubfcription ; 

another tollows his example: thus is the fum reduced 

from the pompous hundred a year down to fifty or fixty 

pounds, and often to lefs. ‘Thefe are real facts without ex. 

aggeration. Nay, I have known a man worthy to fucceed 

an apoftle, having a large and expenfive family which he 

was with difficulty able to fupport, labour for years in fuc. 

ceffion, without receiving a cent more than twenty-four 

pounds per annum, and fometimes not the half of it. And 

yet he was abufed by many as a money preacher. Thefe 

things are certainly unfavourable, and I cannot fuppofe 

that the fears heretofore expreffed are ill grounded. there 

is in Virginia a population of eight hundred thoufand fouls, 

and except a few Epifcopalians, and about thirty Pref. 

byterians, how many men of learning are in the miniftry? 

The circumftances which I have mentioned, produce 

in another way, a very bad effegt. Minifters muft live. If 

they are not fupported by the people, they muft make a 

fupport for themfelves. They mutt either refort to farming, 

to merchandize, or to fchool-keeping. Here then that time 

is completely occupied, which ought to be {pent in theolo- 

gical itudies, in vifiting the people, in catechifing, in lec- 

turing, and in the difcharge of all the duties refulting from 

the paftoral relation. And after a week {pent in exhauft. 

ing labour, the clergyman muft ride a dozen miles, and 

preach juft what he can,and how he can. ‘he bufinefs of 

teaching, which is the common refort of our clergy, though 

it has been thought peculiarly fuitable, is on many accounts 

objectionable. Befides the compleat occupation of time and 

the laborious drudgery of the employment, the office of a 

fchool- matter, if not difreputable, is not honorable in this 

country. Nay, among many it is thought contemptible ; and 

he who is called {chool mafter, with an air of contempt, will 

hardly be heard in the pulpit, by the majority of people, with 

that refpec&t, which the facred office merits. And befides 

this, there will inevitably be difatisfa€tions and uneafinefs 

on account of the treatment of children ; the price of teach- 

ing; the progrefs of f{cholars (forthe parent you know 

always blames the teacher if his child does not learn) and 

many fuch things. And if the teacher finds it neceffary to 

board his pupils, here is another fource of uneafinefs and 

difpute. So that the endlefs perplexities and vexations of 

this bufinefs, the time which it occupies, the confiacment 
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which it requires, the difputes to which it may give occaJ 

fion, feemto make it a very unfuitable profeffion for a mi. 

nilter of the gcf{pel. And if it be fo, [ know not in what 

way they are to procure a living unlefs they could live up- 

on air, as the camelion is faid to do. 

Mr. Jervas. But you furely would not wifh to fee an 

eftablifhment of religion, and bifhops rolling in the fplen. 

dor of nabobs? Neither do [ imagine you would defire the 

clergyman’s office to be a finecure. 

Philander. By nomeans. Norcan fuch inferences be 

made from any thing which I have fai’. All that I dew 

fire, is that thofe who preach the gofpel, fhould live of the 

gofpel. In other words, I wifh to tee the clergy fo fupport- 

ed, that they will neither be abj«&t to the rich, nor haughe 

ty to the poor; neither needy nor luxurious. Now any 

houfe-keeper knows, or eafily may know, how much is ne- 

ceffary in this country to fupport a family decently, with. 

cut the neceflity of vexatious cares and perplexities. This 

is what I wifh for myfelf, this is what I want, for all who 

Jabour in the vineyard of the Lord. If every congrega. 

tion had a good fund, which would annually produce from 

two to three hundred pounds, and which fhould be pun¢tual- 

ly paid to the paftor, [ fhould be fully fatisfied. 

Mr. Jervas. But this would be called an eftablifhment, 

and would be as ftrongly cenfured, as any eltablifhment 

that ever was made. 

Philander. Men might call it what they pleafe ; it would 

not be the worfe forthat. And from fuch an establishment 

as this, I am fure that no evils could be apprehended.— 

You will pleafe to obferve, that according to my plan, the 

living would be in the hands of the congregation ; and the 

miniiter, of courfe, would always be dependent on the peo. 

ple. Should he labour with that zeal, that affiduity, that 

diligence, fhould he exhibit that pattern of patience, of faith, 

of charity, and difintereftednefs, which becomes a minilter 

of the gofpel, his flock would, without doubt, continue that 

fupport which they might have engaged to give. Should 

he become worldly minded, negligent, and faithlefs, they 

could eafily difcard him. For at the tfartheft, any minifter, 

at leaft, any one in our church, can be removed from his 

place in one year. And while this order of things conti- 

nues, there can be no ground for apprehenfion of mifchief 

from the clergy. But we are wandering from the point be. 

fore us, I fhall be glad to hear the obfervations of our friend 

Paulinus on this fubject. It is true that between Merton 
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and myfelf a pretty difmal catalogue has been drawn out; 

but let us know the worft of the matter that no evil may 

come upor us unexpecledly. 

Paulinus. I have little to add to what .:as already been {aid 

on this fubjeét. I fhall juft obferve, that there are fome cir. 

cumftances which increale the evils which you have men. 

tioned, and which flrongly counteract any remedies which 

may be applied to them. __In the prefent order of affairs, 

the evils of which you complain, can only be removed by 

wife and vigorous meafures adopted, and purfued for fome 

time. You cannot expeét to change the religious habits 

and fentiments of a people in any ihort period. But there 

is fo great an emigration from our country, fuch a perpetu- 

al change of the inhabitants, that the young generation, 

which you begin to inftruét and train up in the knowledge 

of religion, will, by the time they are old enough to take 

their places in the church, be wandering in the wilds of Lou. 

ifiana, or feeking a habitation on fome diftant frontier. So 

that you will be perpetually beginning your fchemes, and 

never bring themto aconclufion, Only think whata change 

has taken place in the inhabitants of this part of the coun- 

try in the {pace of twenty years. ‘This fhifting and moving 

of the people, in fact, ftops the progrefs of every kind of 

improvement whether of religion, literature, agriculture, 

or manufactures. And centuries will elapfe before any a- 

melioration can be expected. 

Mr. Jervas. We have now had a view of the evils un. 

der which our church labours. Let us next hear the re. 

medies by which you propofe to countera&t them.—But a 

fervant informs me that dinner is ready. 

BOSSI SISISIS ASSIS LISI III IIIS DS LY 

For THe VirciniA Reticious Macazine. 

ON DRESS. 

By what rules does religion require us to govern our 

conduét in regard to drefs? The fubjeét is by no means 

undeferving the attention of a ferious mind: and the fol. 

lowing obfervations may perhaps ferve to throw fome light 

upon it. 

Some believe that we are exprefsly forbidden to wear 

gold, pearls, and in general, all coftly or {plendid apparel. 

‘4his opinion is grounded on the following texts. ‘**1 wil 
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—— that women adorn themfelves in modeft apparel, with 

fhame-facednefs and fobriety ; not with broidered hair, 
or gold, or pearls, or coftly array ; but (which becometh 

women profefling godlinefs) with good works. 1 Tim, ii. 

8, 9, 10.”—** Whofe adorning, let it not be that outward 

adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of 

putting on of apparel: but let it be the hidden man of the 

heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament 

of a meek and quiet fpirit, which is in the fight of God, of 

great price. 1 Pet. ili, 3, 4.” Though thefe direAions 

were exprefsly givento women only, yet they are doubt. 

lefs applicable in their true fpirit to both fexes, and have 

an important bearing on the fubject of drefs generally. [I 

think, however, that they are not correétly underftood by 

thofe who confider them as precife {pecifications of things 

univerfally unlawful to be worn, They are, on this ground, 

too vague to be put in practice ; and therefore could not be 

intended as fuch fpecifications. Not to wear gold or pearls 

is, I grant, intelligible enough in the moft liberal fenfe. 

But what is the univerfal flandard of coftly array? How 

much muft a thing coft to fall within the prohibition? And 

may not that be culpably coftly to one perfon which would 

not be fo to another in different circumittances of life? Far- 

ther: how do thefe literal interpreters under{land the 

claufe about the ‘* putting on of apparel?”” If it be danger. 

ous to allegorize the holy fcripsures too much, we fhould 

alfo take care not to expound them too Jiterally, at the ex. 

pence of their true import, and of common fenfe, lo 

me it is evident, not only from what has been faid, but 

alfo from the very face and connexion of thefe apottolical 

injunctions, that they were intended, not to fpecify any 

particular articles of drets which fhould thus be rendered 

univerfally finful ; but to difplay and enforce a certain hume- 

ble, f{piritual temper of foul fuitahle to the chriftran protef. 

fion, We are forbidden to indulge in extravagant, fantaf- 

tical or indecent apparel; and are taught to value outward 

decorations of every kind far lefs than the holy ornarnenis 

of chaftity, mecknefs, piety and good works. ‘ibis, by 

the way, is the only fafe and rational method of explaining 

the moral precepts of the gotpel generally. We fhould ine 

velligate the fpirit of them, and not the letter merely, 

They are comprehenfive principles, forming the mind to 

difpofitions of virtue and piety ; and to be recuced to prace 

tice as occafions arife, under the direction of a watchful 

aad well informed confcience. 

re ee 
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But if the opinion about drefs which I have reje&led be 

chargeable with a tinéture of narrownefs and fuperttition, it 

delerves peverthelefs to be treated with much more gentle. 

neis than the contrary extreme, into which many profeffing 

Chriftians run, to the reproach of their holy calling by the 

wicked, the offence of their more confcientious brethren, 

and the great injury of their own fouls. Itis not uncommon 

to fee thofe who * name the name of Jefus Chrift” indulg. 

ing in frivolous and often immodeft modes of drefs, ac. 

cording to the diétates of fathion, the great goddefs of this 

prefent world ; and giving too plain reafon, by their ap- 

earance and manners, to fufpeét that they have not * crue 

cified the ficfh with the affe€tions and lufls,” as becomes 

the difciples of a lowly and felf-denying Saviour. And 

fome, of whom we hope well in the main, feem to be faulty 

in this matter, merely for the want of a little inftruétion in 

their duty. 

The q:.eftion, then, recurs: how fhall we regulate our 

conduét in regard to drefs ?) In anfwer to which I humbly 

offer the following direétions. ‘I hey are of a general na- 

ture, I confefs ; and can be of no ufe to any but thofe who 

feck with prayer to know the path of duty, and are 

difpofed to walk in it, when known, with confcientious 

care and circum(pection. But I have fuch an idea of the 

efficacy of carneft perfevering prayer in obtaining a gracious 

irfluence from the Holy Spirit upon our thoughts, and di- 

rection to our aétions, that £ believe a truly devout man, 

affifted by afew general rules, will be much more likely to 

conduét himfelt aright in this or any other inftance, than 

any who truft merely to their own ftrength of judgment, 

though they may be the moft laborious and profound a. 

dep’s, in all the intricacies of moral fpeculation. But to 

rev.urn. 

1. Beware of excessive expense indiess. Vf youatk me 

what is «xcrflive expenfe? I anfwer, I do not know what 

it is in your cafe, becaufe I am not acquainted with your 

circumflacces. Pray to God to preferve you from errour ; 

and afk y ourfelf occafionally fuch queftions as thefe. Dol 

not owe debts, which ought to be difcharged before I al. 

low to myfelf or my family thefe indulgencies of drefs? It 

is a divine precept, ‘* owe no man any thing, but to love 

one another :” and may not my creditor be even fuffering 

for the want of what I owe him, while I am about to lay it 

out on matters of pleafure and not of neceflitv? Do [ take 

care to provide for my uwn houfehold the things that are 
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rofitable, before I indulge in thefe expenfive decorations 

of the body ? Are my children properly educated? Are my 

fervants furrifhed with food, cloathing, and other comforts, 

fuch as they have a right to expect from a juft and merci. 

ful mafter ? Do I comply as becomes a Chriflian, with the 

calls of charity towards the poor and the needy around me? 

Do I give cheerfully and liberally of my fubftance to fup- 

port the inftitutions of religion, and to extend the bleffings 

of the gofpel to thofe of my fellow creatures who are pe— 

rithing for want of its light and influence ?—If you will 

frequently recur to thefe inquiries, and fuch as thefe, and 

act with fcrupulous care according to the refult, you will 

very probably efcape the fia of laying out too much money 

in dre(s. 

2. Beware of devating too much time to dress. Time is 

one of the molt precious gifts of Heaven; once gone, it 

can never be recalled: and there are few toilies fo great 

as that of wafting time. Yet we frequently fee people eme 

ploying days or weeks in making elegant trifl-s for exter. 

nal decoration, to the neglect of the incumbent duties of 

their flatious, the improvement of their minds in uf-ful 

knowledge, and the infinitely important concerns of religi« 

on! At fuch an expenfe you are not permitted to obtain 

thefe troublefome ornaments ; but mull leave them to thofe 

who are enabled by their circum{tances innocently to pur. 

chafe them of the artift who gains a neceffary livelihood by 

their fabricatiun. Can you fpend the leifure hours of a 

month in needlework upon fome little article of finery, 

while your underftanding lies uncultivated, or any of the 

various duties of your holy calling remain unregarded, or 

partially and fl:ghtly performed? Tell me not that fuch an 

¢mployment of time is not fo bad as idlenefs, gaming, and 

other fathionable diffipations. Pleas of this kind, though 

they may be true, are always unworthy of a rational being, 

and fhameful to a Chriftian. Weare never to conclude 

that our time is juftifiably {pent becaufe it might have been 

{pent more criminally. To live harmlefsly is not enough ; 

we are called to live fo as to glorify God, work out our 

own falvation, and do good to our tellow creatures. Take 

heed left vou fall into the doom of the unprofitable fervant. 

lime may be walted alfo, and often is, in putting on 

cur raiment, as well as in miking it. To employ hours 

in nicely adjufling every part of our drefs ; and critically 

ftudying the outward app: arance we are to make, 1s un- 

doubtedly finful ; and is moreover a fure mark ofa litle 

ee wre 
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mind. <A neat fimplicity of appearance is every way the 

moft lovely, and efpecially fuitable to the Chriftian cha, 

racler. But what chieflv fuggefted this dire&tion to my 

thoughts, was the great and common fin of devoting much 

of the morning of God’s own day to this frivolous bufinefs, 

Has he not faid, “¢ remember the fabbath day to keep it ho. 

ly ?” Do not his people account it their privilege and their 

joy ‘to be in the Spirit on the Lord’s day ?” Do you call 

yourfelf a Chriftian, and yet prepare for the duties of the 

fanéiuary by a few minutes only of prayer, debafed perhaps 

by a cold and wearifome formality of performance ; while 

you afford hours of the facred day to the exceflive adorning 

of your perifhing body? I hope you can anfwer thefe quel, 

tions to your comtort ; but if not, be affured, difciples of 

Jefus, that thefe things ought not fo to be. 

3. Beware of pride in dress. Ido not mean that you are 

to difcard the principles of tafle which belong to the fubje¢t, 

Slovenlinefs and voluntary rags argue a difgulting want of 

politenefs ; and either originate in a pitiable fupertftition, 

or approach very near to the confines of vice. Nor can I 

approve the uncouth fingularity, which obftinately rejects 

the current mode of drefs, merely becaufe it is the mode, 

This is commonly neither more nor lefs than another form 

of pride, a more difagreeable and contemptible fpecies of 

foppery. I am aware alfo of the various impreffions made 

by modes of drefs as well as manners upon the minds of 

mankind ; impreffions fometimes not a little ufeful: and 

therefore believe ita duty, efpecially to perfons in publick 

offices, to pay fome careful attention to their drefs. And 

in fhort, where things are otherwife innocent, I believe we 

may lawfully preter and ufe thofe which pleafe the eye and 

the fancy, for this very reafon, that they are pleafing. But by 

pride in drefs, I mean an anxious defire of coftly and fplendid 

apparel ; a difpofition to be thinking much of the gay ap- 

pearance we make ; to value ourfelves upon it ; to demand 

undue refpect for it, a refpe&t which we do not deferve, 

nor feek to deferve, by eftimable qualities ; and to treat 

with loftinefs and contempt thofe of our fellow.creatures, 

perhaps far more wife and worthy than ourfelves, who can- 

not, or will not put on the fame glitter and magnifcence. 

What a grovelling, what a hateful paffion; And yet, (poor 

human nature !) how common is it! If you would avoid or 

eradicate it, cultivate genuine humility of foul by all the 

leffons of the gofpel. But more particularly ; refleét often 

on the origin of drefs. ‘Phe invention began in that mourn- 
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ful hour when man firft fled from the vatce and the pre, 

fence of his God, It was reforted to as a fubttitute, a poor 

fubftitute indeed, for loft innocence. Remember, ye 

thoughtlefs ones, who pride yourtelves in your gay attire, 

that this very attire is a badge of the fail, a tlanding m=. 

mento that the true glory is departed from you, Aud ia 

this a fubject for boalting and vanity? Confider aifo 

that drefs forms no part of your intrinfick character; ine 

moft coftly robes make you not in the leaft eith-« wiler or 

better. They are a mere circumftance of fortune, which 

neither increafes nor diminilhes the eftimation in which 

you ought to be held; and will be held by all who judge 

according totiuth, The mott dazzling external decorae 

tions cannot diltinguifh you from the molt worthleis aod 

defpicable of the human race. If, then, reafon as well as 

religion forbids us to be proud even of the higheft meatal 

talents and accomplifhments, what fhall we think of the 

pride of drefs? lo what end do we pretend to be rational 

beings, if we fuffer ourfelves to become the flaves of fuch 

low and abfurd paffions ? 

4. Beware of immodesty in dress. This kind of immo. 

defty L cannot indeed define minutely. But you will find 

little or no difficulty in afcertaining the point for yourfclf 

ip any particular inftance, if you wiil endeavour to do it 

confcientioufly, asin the prefence of God. My feelings 

are frequently hurt by witnefhiag the violations of this rule. 

Thefe enormous naked exhibitions, I really do not 

know how to exprefs mvfclf. [dare not defcribe what I 

am compclied to behold in publick at noon-day. But let 

me expoflulate with my dear countrywomen a little. What 

mult we fuppofe to be your aim in thefe exceflive difclo. 

fures? Is it to aroufe and inflame that grofs and hateful 

pafion, which I am afhamed to mention to you by its own 

ugly name? Your delicacy feels a wound at the bare fuggef- 

tion. Is it then a chalte, an bonourable love that you feek ; 

the fervent complacency and deep veneration of a virtts 

ous mind? . fo, the means are not at all ad apted to the 

end. No; be it your wifdom to ftudy the utmoft purity 

of thought, madregires and manners. Adorn yourfelves 

19 modeit apparel, with fhame-facednefs and fobriety ;— 

with the ornament of a meek and quiet fpirit. I do not 

think indeed that the pureft mind needs to be tnf-nfible to 

the charms of a lov ely female bofom. But you will lofe 

nothing, believe me, by trufting that affair principally to our 

eee tions. And in the mean while we thall give you 

24, ; a o- 
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credit for modefly, a charm far more precious and more 

fafcinating than all the fymmetry and fmoothnefs and com. 

plexion in the world.—But what do [ fay? Religion re, 

quires us to ‘¢ avoid every appearance of evil;” ‘* that eve, 

ry one fhould know how to poffefs his veffel in fanétifica. 

tion and honour ;” yea, that we fhould confider and guard 

our bodies as “ the temples of the Holy Spirit.” And 

how can that bleffed Gucft dwell with immodefty and 

the indulgence of impure imaginations ? 

5, Beware of violating the sixth commmandment in dress, 

You are furprifed, perhaps, at this caution ; but pray at- 

teod a little. The fixth commandment is, as you know, 

“thou fhalt not kill, ** What are the fins forbidden in this 

comandment? They are, * all taking away the life of our. 

fclves or of others, except in cafe of public juftice, lawful 

war, or neceflarv defence ; the neglecting or withdrawing the 

Liwful and necessary means of preservation of life; and 

whatever tends to the destruction of the life of any.” Is not 

this a joft expofition ? every reafonable perfon will readi- 

ly admit thatitis. Now, though I bluth for the daughters 

of my country in faying it, fam compelled to fay that, un- 

Jefs [am quite d-ceived in what I fee and hear, there are 

modes of drefs and modes of not dressing among us, which 

pointedly, and fomctimes fatally violate this facred and 

moft important injun@tion. I not unfrequently fee delicate 

females fhivering with the winter’s piercing cold, and ex. 

pong themfelves to the moft dreadful difeafes, by the 

mere voluntary want of clothing fultable to the feafon. By 

this mode, and by molt prepofterous and painful compref, 

fions of the body, I hear of one and another who have fal, 

len into incurable diforders, deftroyed the comfort of their 

lives, and brought themfelves to an untimely grave. Such 

is the power of abfurd tafhion, in oppofition to the care of 

health, the inftinétive love of life itfelf, and the exprefs 

commend of the Almighty! And muft itbe fo? Are there 

not inevitable calamities enow incident to mankind ? Shall 

not only drunkennefs, and debauchery and revenge deftroy 

their ten thovfands; but mult even our modes of drefs 

perform a lingeripg and torturing execution upon their 

thoufands allio ; and fhallthey who call themfeives chrif, 

tians too, be hurried along this deftru@tive current ?—But 

it is time to deift. To thofe who will refic& at all, thefe 

hints on the fubjeét are abundantly fufficient. And as to 

the amendment of thofe votaries of tyrannical fafhion, who 

will not reflect, 4 lay down imy pen in defpair. They will, 
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fooner or later, be brought to their fenfes by bitter expe, 

rience : God prant it may not be too late for effectual re, 

formation. PHILANDER, 

RY eT SIL GSS SL GS IDL rrr rN 

For THe Vircinra Reticious MAGAZINE, 

HORSE-RACING DELINEATED, 

dn a letter toa friend. 

Dear Sir, 

You with me to tell you, why the people in this part of 

Virginia are fo fond of horfe-racing? A few wecks ago, 

obferving in our public prints a good many jockey-ciub ade 

vertifements, I propofed to a neighbour of mine who loves 

racing, the fame queftion you have propofed to me. His 

anfwer was, ‘‘ there is a very great pleafure in the buline(s, 

I affure you; but it is a pleafure which I don’t fuppofe 

myfelf able to make you underftand.” Now does this an. 

{wer fatisfy you? I dare fay it does not; for it did not fa. 

tisfy me. Like oil thrown on fire, it enflamed my curiofity 

more than ever. Indeed I have often obf-rved that when 

any fubject of inquiry affumes an appearance of my flery, 

the inquirer, inftead of timely giving it up, becomes the 

more eager to get to the bottom ofit. Having therefore 

ftudied the racing fy ftem as deeply as I could, and fought 

information from every quarter within my reach; I will 

give you, with all fimplicity, the refult of my lucubrations. 

The whole fyftem of horfe-racing appears to be built on 

thefe two principles, viz. the pleasure of seeing one horse 

run faster than another horse, and the profit of taking as 

much money as you can out of your neighbour’s pocket, because 

one horse runs faster than another horse. If there be any 

other pillar which helps to fupport this grand fabrick, L 

confefs it has hitherto efcaped my knowledge; and E 

fhould rejoice to be better informed. 

You muft know that the patrons of racing form thema 

felves into focieties, called jockey-clubs ; each of which is 

officered with a prefident, treafurer, fecretary, and fo on. 

Each member pays an annual or femi-annual fubfcription ; 

and the aggregate of thefe fubfcriptions becomes the deser. 

ved prize of him whose horse runs faster thanall the other 

horses. ‘The club meets from time to time to frame its laws 

and tranfaét its affairs, with all the formality of a fenate.— 

And its records are preferved as carefully as the archives 

ofempires. So that whoever choofes may eafily inform 
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himfelf whether, at any given time fince the inflitution of 

the club, the bay horse ran faster than the sorrel; or the 

sorrel ihan the bay; or whether the grey mure wus the best 

Aurse cit the field, 

Fos {.me weeks, perhaps months, before the periodical 

races, there 1s a imighty buftle in preparing the horfes,— 

Li fides grooms who are proteffionally trained to the bufi, 

nels, fervants are taken away from the vulgar infign’'ficant 

empiovments of the farm and the plantation, ard devoted 

to the flable. Nay, our gentleman racer himfelt becomes 

to a great degree an inhabitant of the fame elegant apart. 

ments with his horfes. His eyes by day, and bis thoughts 

by nl ght, are picfoundly fixed upon them. And no won. 

der; tor a very fublime objc@ is in his view ; namely to 

efcertain whether his hoarse can run faster than his neighe 

bcur’s horse. 

{hen come on frequent trials of the horfes in running, 

"Phete you may call the prelude to the grand exhibition, or 

the preparatory reheat fal of the play. The hortes are exe 

ercited daily. But the evening of the Sabbath day 1s ac. 

courted a favourite time for thefe prelufive races. Here 

you mav fee, on a wide old ficld, a large mixed mob of 

great vulgar wed little vulgar, men folk and women folk, 

white and black, pre micuoufly gathered from the neigh. 

bourbood aroun a in orderto fee the horfes run. It is 

trie that common decency is prctirated, and the Almighty 

infulted by this prefanaticn of the facred day. But thefe 

are held to be fmall facrifices for the pleasure of seeing one 

herse run faster than ancther horse. 

‘the weights cf the riders being precifely fixed by law, 

T have heard fome curious hiats about reducing a favourite 

ricer to the proper weight, if neectul, by artificial means; 

fuch as copious {weats, dellroying the appetite by vinegar, 

and finaliv ‘powerful catharticks. It the rider be a free boy, 

I fuppofe he is paid for thefe fufferings with money. If he 

be a flave. he may remunerate himfelf abundantly with the 

confuious pleafure of ferving fo merciful a mafter. The 

riders, however, white or black, have one comfortable prol- 

pect in common be fore them; namely, the chance, and it 

is a chance which has frequently been realized, of getting 

their limbs broken, or their brains defhed out, inthe experi. 

ment of trying to make one horse run faster than another horses 

But now the grand period arrives, the day of final decifi. 

on. Befides the honourable jockies themfelves, with their 

horfes and riders, a vaft crowd of people affembles, of eves 
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ry pofhile defcription, trom the whole county, and even 

from feveral counties round. Every body takes a lively ine 

tereftin the event of the day ; bets are innumerable ; Tape 

ged citizens who caniot give bias ad to their wives and chil. 

Gren mutt at all events find fomething to hazird upon buy 

againft sorrel, or gray — roan; the company ruthes 

lise a cloud around the field to obferve the movements of 

the hories ; the judges fit aloft in imperial ftate to give the 

decifion of the conteit ; the winners have their pockets filled 

with money, and their hearts with exultation ; the lofers 

execrate their bad luck, and hope to come off better another 

time. When to ail this you adda rich garnith of noife and 

dul, bard drivking, prefane curfiug and fwearing, quarrel, 

ing. figniieg bloody aoles,biack eyes, aud fractured limbs, — 

the whol. together forms a fcene fo de elicious, fo illuftrious, 

that it abfolately beffl-s all power of defcription. And all 

thefe great things, vou will remember, are but the accom. 

paniments, the under. parts, to that ftill more folendid fact, 

that one Aorse runs foster than another horse. 

The ladies too—don’t lift your eyes with that flare of in- 

credulity, for it is pofitively true,—the ladies come in vaft 

numbers, and from great diftances, to the race field to en~ 

jov the fcene, Fine ladies and coarfe ladies, white, yellow 

and black ladies, fome iv carriages, fome on horfeback, and 

fome on foot, are jumbled together here with great fociabi- 

lity, ¢o see one hoarse rui fa ister than another horse. hey 

too win and loofe money by the races as well as the gentle. 

men; nor are they at all deficient in helping forward the 

obllreperous noife and buftle ot the fcene. You probably 

fuppote that the propercft place for a woman is the domef= 

tick fire fide ; and that a lady of delicate fenfibdilitics and 

contcious digoity cannot take a part inthe boifterous tu. 

mult of a race ficid. But our ladies have fublimer ideas. 

vour home-born delights are molt eagerly exchanged by 

them fur the more Pie vifite aud r: — pleafure of see:ng 

one horse run faster than another horse. 

It would furprife you to learn how intere fling a topick of 

convertation the races afford to our fahhionables for wecks 

and months after they are over. With unabating hekaae 

they perpetually recount the exploits of the day.——The 

ftute of crops, the prices of wheat and tobacco, the news 

from abroad, and even the political difcuffions of home, all 

give way to the events of the races. Courtthips, marriages, 

births, deaths, and fcandal itfelf, are for a time left to 

filcep in quict ; while the merits of the horfes are minutely 
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difcuffed, and the points afcertained how many seconds 

longer one horse was engaged in running two or four miles, 

than another horse. And between ourfelves, I am confi. 

dent there are fome fashionable people among us, whofe 

tongues muft become, in a great meafure ufelefs, for want 

of rational ideas, were it not that they are enabled to be. 

come highly voluble, entertaining and edifying by this inex- 

haullable theme of one horse running faster than another 

horse. 

There are, neverthelefs, a few ftrange precife people e- 

ven in our part of Virginia, who peremtorily condemn the 

whole racing fyftem. They affert that it is chargeable 

with all the guilt of any other {pecies of gaming ; that it is 

a nurfery of idlenefs, and along train of deplorable vices 

and miferies ; in fhort, that itis an employment not only 

unfit for a chriftian, but even unworthy of a rational being, 

They exprefs by turns their aftonifhment, their indignation, 

and their piety at the infatuation, as they callit, of their 

neighbours, who fo fhamefully facrifice their welfare, teme 

poral and eternal, for the sake of seeing one horse run faster 

than unother horse. 

To all this the racers anfwer intwo ways. The more 

hardy at once avow a fovereign contempt for all religion, 

and even for all morality founded on religious principle. 

They are philofophers, elevated far beyond the mifts of 

vulgar prejudice. According to them, the man who fears 

God and keeps his commandments, who regards heaven 

and hell as realities of infinite importance, and who there. 

fore feparates himfelf {crupuloufly from the company of 

the wicked, is a poor fool, a flave of fuperftition ; while 

he whofe higheft felicity confilts in seeing one horse run fase 

ter than another horse, is a man of pleature, a gentleman, 

a philofopher, who knows how to fpend life to the greateft 

poflible advantage. Here the controverfy mult neceflarily 

end, unlefs you can prevail with thefe gentlemen to reafon 

foberly on the fubjeét. But this is impoffible. They have 

determined neither to reafon, nor be reafoned with. 

Others, without avowing infidelity, defend their practice 

with equal force and demonftration in another way ; fome- 

thing like this: ** your tafte, fir, may lead you to read 

the bible, hear fermons, make prayers, and fuch like. Now 

my tafle leads me to the race-field. And de gustibus non 

est disputandum, you know ; there is no difputing about 

tafles. Follow your tafte ; and don’t find fault with me 

for following mine.” Upon this the objectors vehemently 
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reply ; ‘ at this rate no vice can be condemaed, however, 

enormous ; becaufe every man will plead tafte for the vice 

he loves. One has a great propenfity to ardent f{pirits, and 

israpidly deftroying his body and foul by drunkennefs.— 

But he pleads tafte ; and therefore you muft not blame him, 

nor warn him of his danger. Another vrefers ftealing your 

property to honeft labour for a livelihood.— But he pleads 

tafte ; and you mult haye no difpute with him, nor require 

him to correét his tafte. <A third wifhes to debauch your 

wife or your daughter, becaufe fhe fuits his tafte: and you 

fay tafte is an involuntary thing, not to be difputed about 

nor condemned. What would the world come to if your 

maxim were univerfally allowed in practice??? The bet 

an{wer, { fuppofe, that our racing gentleman can give to 

this, will be to raife a loud contemptuous horfe.laugh, take 

a glafs of grog, or fit down clofely to a game of all fours. 

Having thus anfwered your inquiry to the belt of my 

power, I leave you to your own meditation, by fubfcrib- 

ing myfelf, dear fir, &c. PHILANDER. 

EQS ISIS SISISSSSSIGSIISL LISS LL IL TY 

For THe Vircinia Rerticiovus MAaGazing. 

THE GAMBLER’S LOGICK TRIED. 

*¢ Ir I ftake my money on a game, who has aright to 

cenfure it? Have I not a right to do with my money, what 

I pleate ?” No fir, you have no fuch right. Your money, 

your faculties, and even your life, are not vour own, but 

God’s property. He has committed them to you as a trutt, 

to be employed for his glory and the good of mankind ; and 

of your faithfulmefs herein he will call youtoa ftriét ac- 

count.—Befides you tranfgrefs a pofitive law in coveting 

your neigbour’s money, and taking it from him if you car, 

without any reafonable equivalent. ‘* No; I do give him 

an equivalent, namely, the chance of taking my money.” 

That is, you and your brother gambler make an agreement 

that one thall pocket the other’s money without any real e. 

quivalent, any valuable confideration at all; and the game 

is to decide which of you it fhall be. You think yourfelt 

entitled to commit an act of manifett injutlice againft your 

neighbour, becaufe you give him a chance, as you call it, of 

committing the fame act of manifeft injuftice againft you ! 

If this be found reafoning, [ thould be glad to know what 

you mean by fophiftry. PHILANDER, 

STE 
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ANECDOTE. 

_.A conceited young man was haranguing a company, 

greatly to their entertalnment as he thought, with objeGi. 

ons againit the holy fcrip:ures. An old lady fat in a cor 

ner of the room, poring upon a book, and apparenily inat, 

tentive to what was faid. At length railing her head, and 

fixing her eyes folemnly upon our orator, * Johnny, faid 

fie, you'll never fhine in this world ; and fo you'd better 

prepare for the next.” itis faid Johnoy uttered no more 

infidelity in that company. W. 

For THE VirciniA Revticious MAGAZINE. 

On reading the Holy Scriptures. 

1. My God, thy heavenly aid afford 

That [ may underiiand thy word ; 

Aad while [ read the facred page, 

O let thy truths my heart engage. 

2. Father of lights enable me 

Thy glory more and more to fee, 

Thy wildom, holinefs and grace 

Sweetly difplay’d in Jefus’ faces 

3. Strengthen my faith that I may prove 

The bouudlefs riches of thy love: 

Be Chrft my hope, my enly reft, 

Ana let my foul in him be bleft. 

4, O make me truly wife to know 

The davies thou wouldit have me do ; 

And make tt loll my deareft choice 

In ali things to obey thy voice. 

5. Veach me to watch apainh my foes 

Veho would my growth in grace oppofe : 

O may i by thy pow’r fubdue 

‘Lhe world, the flefh, and fataa too. 

6. ‘Thus let me by thv love conflrain’d, 

Aod by toy promiles fuflain’d, 

Purfue the path of dolinefs 

‘Sill Lin heaven behold thy face, AsPAsio. 


