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Acquaint thy felf with Gop, if thou ould | 

fis works. Admitted once to his embraceysyg Shy 

‘Thou fhale perceive that thou watt blind beforem. 2 

Thine eye fhall be inftructed ; and thine heartics: : 

Made pure, fhall relith, with divine delightyoeeaa 

Till then unfelt, what hands divine have wren. 

AS&, 

No. 4] i JULY 31, 1805. fVor. 

An Epistle, to the Gitizens of Kentucky, professing Christiant~ 

ty ; especially those that are, or have been denominate 

Presbyterians; by the Rev, David Kices 

BOUT twenty-crie Years acd, I caitie from the ftaté. 

of Virginia to this country, animated, in fome meafure, witht 

a hope, and pleafing profpect of cultivating the vine of the 

~Gofpel in it: and thereby doing honor to my Maker and 

Redeemer, in promoting the happinefs of my fellow-men 

In much weaknefs i and many imperfeclions -of a ferious 

nature, I have laboured ever fince to promote thefe inis 

portant purpofes : and fometimes J have entertained hopes; 

that if not my labours, yet the labours of others engags 

ed in the fame caufe; were crowned with fuccelss At 

ala however, upou viewing the ltate of Morals and Res 

igion in this land, my hopes are dalled, and my heart finke 

within me, 

bam not-ia the hatit of being mach diftreffed by. a divets 

oo of opinion about th® modes of worthip, &c. —But when 

the fandametitak principles of the religion of Jefus are track 

at, L tremble for the ark of God-—I tremble to fee the tems 

poral and €ternal happinefs.of my feilow-citizens and fellows 

fianerss placed on a tremendous precipice. T find the rélis 

plows opimions of my fellow chriflians. revolutionizing with 

fo much rapidity, a: nd with fo much confidere e, prefage the 

tonicqgutnces, that my harp is huag ou the willows, and my 
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19 | An Epistle te the 

daydare fpentin mourning. However, I have determined ng 

to give myfelf up wholly to despair, but to make one or twa 

more feeble efforts, if God fhall enable me, before E breathe 

my faft. 

i thall endeavor to trace out to you the way that leag, 

from the*truth, as it 7s contained 1m the wora of Gad, te 

Atheifm, or a degree of Scepticifm equally pernicious. [ 

Mean not to enter into any argumenation upon any of the 

points of doétrine I fhatl mention ; but do littke more thag 

trace out the road of error, and give my opinion. 

1 believe that the doétrine of particular eternal efetion, 

when properly guarded againft Antenomianifm and fatality, 

when fo exnlained as not to deftroy free Moral Agency—to 

foperfede the ufe of means, nor to prevent the natural ope. 

rations of fecond caufes, is the truth, according to the facred 

Scriptures, and according to found philofophy—that it is 

the only doftrine that can afford a truly convinced finner any 

yational ground of encouragement to feek religion in the 

ufe of means, or that can fave him from blac« defpatr ; and 

the only doctrine that ean fupport, in the mind of a real 

Chriftian, the hope of eternal life. 

I believe that the doétrines taught by the firft Reformers, 

commonly called the Doéfrines of Grace, viz. Of the total 

Moral Depravity of Human Nature—Of Regeneration of 

by the Holy Spirit, the Third Perfon of the Sacred Trinity 

—Of the Atonement—Of Jutftification in the fight of God, 

by the imputed Righteoufnels of Chrift, the Seeond Perfon 

of the Trinity—and of Sanctification by the Spirit, through 

the truth, are important Scripture truths, naturally connect. 

eck with the doétrine of EleGtion. Thefe are called the Doc: 

trines of Grace, becaufe they confider man as totally ruined 

by his apoftacy from God, and make his falvation wholly 

depend on the free grace of God, in Chrift, and naturally 

fead true believers in Chrift, to fay—‘* Not unto us Lord, 

mot unto us, but unto thv name be the glory.” 

Thefe do&rines are all myfterious, and fome of them at 

Feaft, atteve human comprehenfion ; and hence the mind of 

man fabours te get rid of them. and to difplay tts ingenuity 

and gratifv its pride im weeding them out, until the Chrif- 

tian Relhigioa, and even Natural Religion is entirely mutt 

hated. 

‘Lhe believer iw Divine Revelation finds the do€trine of 

portreular EleGQion ftanding in the front ef thefe ep ylieziens 

znd to him it has a frightful appearance. Though this doce 

t ine feems tobe countenanced by a number of pafflages in 

fusred Scripture, there arc diffculties attending it he cannot 
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net ount. His bufy mind cannot reconcile fomethings in it, 

a infers a number of horrid confequences from it, paints thefe 

ithe 
in irightful colours, and ftares at them till he is frightened 

out of this article of his creed. He finds fo much plaufib li- 

ads ty, Or, as it appears to him, fo much irrefiftible force in the 

BS arguments againft this doCtrine, ana in favour of the oppo- 

CBS Gite, that with the help of a little criticifm on a few Greek 

the MM words, he gets clear of this myftery, and for a while fits 

a8 BP down eafy, and congratulates himfelf on his fuccefs. 

But his mind does not continue long at reft—he foon 

on, Me meets with anuther formidable myltery—The Dodrine of 

'Y; B® Original Sin. Though this dodirine feems alfo to be coun- 

“0 Be tenanced by feveral paflages of Scripture, and accords very 

ee Be well with the moral ftate of human nature; yet he cannot 

ed HM conceive of the juftice and propriety of a race of creatures 

‘Ns being punifhed on account of the lapfe of their firft parents. 

” His fuccefs in the former inftance, encourages him to try his : 

he ingenuity and ftrength upon this miftery alio—He foon fuc- 

nd ceeds. He difcovers, as he thinks, in this doétrine, fucha 

al contradi¢tion to the juftice and goodnefs of God, that he 

views it with horror, and condemns it without hefitation. 

‘Ss But ftill a dificultv remains. ‘here is the depraved ftate of 

al human nature ‘I he appearance of this with the firft dawn 

of of reafon—men’s going aftray from the very womb, fpeak- 

y ing lies. ‘The bufy mind which has already concluded, that. 

1, God does not punifh Adam’s pofterity on account of his fin, a 

8 finds out that the depravity of human nature, formerly called 1 

h Criginal $in, is only a misfortune ; and that Chrift came into 

. this world, lived, fuffered and died, only to fave men from 

r. this misfortune and its effects. Now as a remedy for hu- 

d man depravity, as a way toremove the evils of this misfor- 

y tune, it is found out that they may be all removed by believ- 

y ing—that this believing is avery ealy thing—thatit is as 

7 ealy to believe in Chritt, as to believe that 2 and 3 are equal 

to 5—that faith is not the gift of God—that regeneration ° 

4 flows naturally from faith, or is naturally conneéted with it: 

f So that as matters now ftand, it is very eafy to get free from 
y 

the misfortune of human depravity. ivow the evil of lia 

: is much leffened ; many of the difficulties of the Chriftian 

life removed, God appears all love and mercy; the'ter- 

rors of vindictive juftice are all removed; a fweet fere- 

nity fills the mind; it experiences ajoy it never felt be- 

fore, and infers from this happinefs the truth of the fyf- 

tem which produces it. : 

Though now the moft diftrefling myfteries are removed 

from the Chriltian fyftem, yes there are others as inceulil- 
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tent with his philofophical pride as thofe were. Thereg 

the doéirine of the I rinity—a PFriune Deity—three Perfo, 

but one Divine Nature, [his reafon cannot digelt, it isi 

unphilofophical, * lf there are three peifons there mull by 

three Gods, which is unneceflary and abfuid. If this doc, 

jrine is tric, Chyillianity is a fyitem of ‘Lrithei{m, ani 

Chriftians worfhip three Gogs inliead of one.” Lhe ming 

being inured to the bufiuefs of annihilating myfteries, and 

become dexterous at the work, falis upon this without hed, 

tation, and foon has it cleared out of the way. He dif 

covers that the Spirig of God is na more a diftind Per, 

fon from the Father, than his own fpirit is a ciftin& per, 

fon from bimfelf, He finds out that Jefus Caritt the So 

of God, is not, properly (peaking, a Livine Perfon of the 

fame fubftance with the Father, but a perfon in whom God 

manifeils himfelf to his creatuies ; ** God maniteft in tie 

ficth,? Perheps he proceeds a ftep farther, aud finds oy 

that Jefus ef Nazareth is a mere man who never exilied un. 

til conceived ip the won.b of the Virgin Mary ;. a mighty 

Prophet fent into the woridtoreftore the Neligion of Nature, 

which had been lcii; tofetan exemple of patience and re, 

fipnation, and to confirm his doéirine by his death. But we 

are notdone with thefe myfteries yet, ‘Ihere ig the doc. 

trine of the Atonement, aid of Jullification by a Vicarious 

}ighteoufnefs— We have this to remove; but we are alrea 

dy prepared for it. God now appears fo merciful, and {fo en. 

tirely void of vindictive juftice, that it would be ealy to get 

clear of this myflery, were it not for a number, and a gree} 

number too, of flubborn paflages of Scripture—but by one 

means or other, and particularly by the help of a little criti. 

cifm on the Greek word Katallage or Atonement, he fur. 

mounts this dificulty alfo; and thug his work is nearly com. 

pleted, He congratulates himfelf on his futcefstul exer- 

tions. He hes rid Chriftianity of all its frightful and unrea- 

fonable myflerices—He has reduced it toa rational fy ftem of 

‘Theilm., Itis fit to be credited and embraced by men of 

genivs improved by the greatett philofophical refearch. He 

thinks every Deift may be rationally expected now to em- 

brace Divine Revelation and become a Chriflian, for he has 

removed ali the ivppofed abfurdities that uled to fright them 

from it... Bus with regard to moft Deilts he is greatly mil: 

taken; for the greate ft of all objeptions, the s#orals, whe 

Morais of the Bible ftillremain. The Bible ftill denoun- 

Ces damnation upon all -impepitent fiuners. Lhe fenfible 

Deiti, inftead of being converted, locks on and fecret'y 

{nics io tee the folly of the Chriftian, ja thinking ta cea. 



Te 

18 fg 

fh be 

Gove, 

and & 

ning 

and 

hed, 

dif, 

Per, 

per. 

Soy 

the 

30d 

the 

Out 

Uns 

hiy 

ire 

re. 

OCs 

IUS 

Cae 

ait 

get 

+2 

De 

th, 

if. 

The 

gett him, while he himfelf is eftablifhing the Deiftical fy 

sem.— Deifts fee that the Chriflian fyitem, thus mutilated, 

is the fame &s their own ; only it holds out the terrors of 

certain damnation to offenders, while their creed leaves this 

matter doubtful. Their lyftem afcribes the honor of their dif- 

coveries to the ftrength, improvements and exertions of 

their own mings ; while the other humbies the pride of their 

underflandings to the feet of Divine Revelation; and they 

have no relifh for this humiliation of their underftanding, 

They enjoy the fame kind of pleafure in afcribing all their 

difcoveries to the flrength of their own minds, that our /ly- 

minated Chriftian finds in weeding out the myfteries, and re- 

moving the fuppofed abfurdities ef Chriftianity, 

But the Chriftian we bave in our eye, who thinks himfelf 

enlightened above his fellows, if he thinks it prudent and 

conducive to his main defign, can alfo annihilate this terror 

of eternal damnation. Some of this character, through th¢ 

sid of the Armenian notion of Univerfal Redemption, ree 

move this objeCtion alio out of the way, By the help ofa 

{mall criticiim onthe Greek word aion, they make the im. 

portant difcovery, that the word eternal figuifies but a Little 

while,—that Hell was built in mercy to the damned, and 

was defipned to bring them torepentance, | care 

Now the doétrines of Regeneration by the Divine Spirig 

—Of pardon and acceptance through the Atonement and 

Rizhteoufnefs of Jefus Chrift-—Of Sanétification by the Spi- 

nt’s application of Divine Truth—and almoft all the pecus 

liarities of the Chriftian Religion are gone, and Chriflianity 

reduced to a fyftem of Deifm, only a little improved, and 

founded upon Divine Revelation. 

Let the man we have been fuppofing to take thefe feveral 

feps, only imagine his own reafon capable of learning from 

the book of Nature, the true character of God, and bv one 

tafy itep more, he renoynces his Bible, and commences en- 

tire Deilt, Henow reads, or tries to read only the book of 

Nature. He turns leaf after leaf—Here he finds provifion 

wade for the happinefs of fenfitive beings, in the fyltem of 

which he isa part; but in the next page he finds provifion 

made for their mifery, which makes him doubt whether the 

Author of the fyflem is a benevolent being or not—In the 

hext page he reads in moral agents, fenfibility, benevolence, 

and compeffion, which induces him to think the Author of 

the fyftem to be morally good;—bhut he reads on, and foon 

kinds malice, revenge, envy, hatred, injuftice, and intem- 

Perance, which confounds his ideas,— He knows not what 

te think of his Maker—He can icarcely conceive of she 
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196 An Ep’stle to the 

Deity as an intelligent, defigning- agent, but calls him An, 

mus soundi, the oui vt ihe creation, the principle of exif, 

tence &c.—He knows vot, i tay, what to make of his God, 

From his works he cau torm no conhilent idea of his cha 

gadter, A being without a beginning,—an eternity before 

time began,—an cternal fuluary (sod !—Something mut 

have exilted from eteruity, or nothing ever could have CX. 

plied s—tiis cxiiience is a ne cefiary txiltence. IdSut why 

might not the Univerie have enjoyed this neceflary exif. 

tence as well asa Deity, the luppeicd caule of its exif. 

tence ?—Here he becomes an enine iceptic, or is plunged 

into the greatett of mylleries, by which ali otners are {wal 

Jowed up,—a fy lem of de pe pelea mutable beings, poffeff. 

tng independent exiltence.—tiere he liops. He can advance 

mo farther.— Here is the death and grave of all reafon and 

virtue. ‘The world is now a feene of madneis and mifery; 

and no wife and benevolent head of the Univerfe, to fteer 

the good man through the tempeftuous Ocean. 

‘i hus 1 have pointed out to you the natural grades of er 

ror. it isa beaten way, which many have trod formerly, 

and which many are treading in the prefent day. Ihave 

not mentioned a tingle error, but what I underfiand fome of 

my tellow. citizens tiave adopted, and difcover a great at 

tachment to. Jhey leem tu think they are making new dil 

coveries,—that the prefent race of Chriliians are more ete 

lightened than the jormer; and that they are advancing in 

religious knowledge, aid approsching near to the Miilemun, 

when in reality they are only raifing old errors trom their 

graves, many of which cilirctled, and greatly injured 

the Church of Chiiit, many buvdred years ago, Yand have 

been fo long dead, they are almoft buried im oblivion.— 

“bhefe feveral grades of error, we fhall fetdown, in order to 

mumber them, & give them the names which they commonly 

bear. 

it. The fir flep is from Calvinifm to Arminianifm, 

Bere I believe many good men, whote hearts are founder 

than their heads, ftop, and proceed no farther in the road 

that leads to Atheifm. — 

2d. From Arminianifm to Univerfalifm. 

Sd. From Univerfalitm to Pelagianifm. (1) 

(1) Pelagians—A feél who appeared about the fifth, or 

end of the tourth century. ‘They maintained the following 

do¢trines—1ft, That Adam was by nature mortal, & whether 

he had finned or,not, would certainly have died—2. That 

the eon fequences of Adam’s fin, was confined to his owa 

aan. ~ ma ene -_- 
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4th. From Pelagianifm to Semipelagianifm. (2) 

ibe ; ‘ ‘a 

| Sth. From Semipelagianilim to Ariani{m. (3) 
fe 

d, 6th. From Ariani{m to Socianiani{im. (4) 

as vth. From Sociantanifm to Deilin. | 

re gth. From Deifm to Atheilm. | 

ft When Chriftians arrive to the 5th grade, they have freed “ 

x. Me themfelves from all the diflinguifhing features of the Chrife 

y tian Religion, and are becom» Deists, while they think they 

if. are nobly engaged, in freeing Chriltianity from the myf- 

(. Mi teries and abfurdities, which had been attached to it in the 

od HB dark ages of ignorance and credulity, and fixed upon it by 

i. Me ereeds and confeffions. 

ff. There are two ways of propagating and eftablifhing thie 

ce 

id erfon—3. That new born infants are in the fame fituation 

>; Me with Adam before the fall—4. That the law qualified mem 

er [ie for the Kingdom of Heaven, and wis founded upon equat 

romifes with the Gofpel—5. That the general refurretion 

rs fe of the dead, does not follow in virtue of our Savour’s ree 

y, fe furrection—6. That the grace of God is given according tg 

¢ Me our merits &c. 

of (2) Semipelagians, are fuch as retain any of the hereti+ 

ts eal opinions of the Pelagians mentioned above. 

{ ($) Arians, are followers of Arius, a Prefoyter of the 

he Church of Alexandria, about the year $15, who maintain. 

in He ed that the Son of God was totally, and effentially dife 2 Ske 

n, fe tint from the Father ; that he was firft and nobleft st thof¢ 4 

ir J beings whom God had created, the inftrument by whofe fus 

d 7% bordinate operation he formed the Univerfe, and therefore 

¢ J inferior to the Father, both in nature and dignity: alfo that 

~ @ the Holy Ghoft was not God, but created by the power of 

@ f® the Son. 

y (4) Soctnians ; they maintained that fefus Chrift was g 

mere man, who had no exiftence before he was conceived by 

1 fe the Virgin Mary ; that the Holy Ghoft is not a diftin&t pers 

¢ ® fon; but the Father is truly and properly God. They own 

d that the name of God is given in the Holy Scriptures, to 

}Jefus Chrift, but contend that it is only a deputed titke which | 

however vells him with an abfolute fovercignty over all 

created beings, and renders him an object of worfhip, to men 

and angels. They deny the doftrines of jJult'fication, and 

imputed righteoufnefs ; ene fay that Chriit onlv preached 

the truth to mankind, fet before them in himfeif, an exams | 

of heroic virtue, and fealed his doétrines with ‘os blood. O- Wy 

riginal fin and. abfolute predellination, they eftcem Lcholaftics ! fi : 

chimeras. 
yr cr NM US MS 
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system of error viz. by philofophical reafoning, ont by the 

appearance of much piety, benevolence and zeal. ‘The fir 

is comparatively flow in its operations, and chrefly addreft 

es the faculty of reafon—The fecond makes more rapid pro. 

grefs, as it feizes the religious affections, or paffions of men, in 

and by this handle they are fuddenly drawn away, withou pial 

taking time maturely to think, and deliberately ponder their pal’ 

paths— Vhey are led away by the apparent piety’ of their /eq, Jy™" 

ders, and the {trong perfuafion they have, that God is with git" 

thefe men.—The above account is not mere theory, it has fe” | 

been often realized by individuals, and by focicties. Seve. BR" > 

ral individuals is our day and country, who might be par. 

ticularly named, have trodden pretty exactly in the above Mie 

fteps, until they have arrived at Atheifin, or fourething e BBP 

qually abfurd, or equally deftru@ive of piety and virtue, be 

About 30 years ago, as I have been informed, the Chrif. ha 

tian religion was in a pretty flourifhing ftate, among the Pio. yt 

teftant ciffenters in England—Their houfes of worthip were Be ™ 

much crouded, and the people all attention. They corclud. Bij !* 

ed however at length, that Confessions of Foaa‘h were Hurtful 1 

things, which cramped the mind, and put a itop to free en. th 

quiry, and improvements in knowledge. They refolved to BR ™ 

let every candidate for the Gofpel Ministry draw up his own BR P* 

own Confession of Faith—thefe candidates dropped one myl« Je ° 

tery after another, until they got to the fifth grade of error. di 

The people convinced by their mafterly reafoning, followed J © 

them. After the novelty was over, and the minds of men BR Y 

became calm, thefe doégtrines produced their geriuine effeds BR ® 

—the zeal of the people fubfided, they dwindled away, and 

a number of fouriihing congregations were reduced almolt 

to a ftate of non-exiftence. [n this torpid flate they remain- 

ed for fome time; until at length, there spring up a fet of 

avengelical preachers, who revived the long exploded doc: 

trines of the reformation. The people by this sine faw the 

bad effects of Arianism, and Socinianism, in the principles and 

lives of their fathers ; exploded the new refined fyftem ; & as 

gain embraced the principles of the pelinieadiann On which, 

religion revived, and feveral of thefe congregations rofe as 

from tlie dead, and again became flourifhing focieties. We 1 

are informed, that late in the laft century, the Minifters in ( 

Germany, got to weeding Chriftianity of its myfteries, and 

trv i to' render it more philofophical. They fucceeded— | 

and fo0n reduced it to a flock, fit for the reception of the | 

fyftem of the Lluminees; or rather of Illuminifm, the fyf- 

tematical fubvertion of all fyflems. The confequence was, 

diltraction and defoulaticn. were fpread, over a confiderabls 

— 9 of 
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art of Europe, while the religion of ¥e/us lay bleeding in 

he dust. : | 

[he principles of Semipelagianifm, Arianifm, and Socie 

‘anifm, make God fo merciful, and the way to Heaven fo 

raly, that in time it naturally lulls the mind to fleep, and 

akes it indifferent about all religion. Men do not confider 

that ** A God all mercy, is a God unjufi.”” Vaey have read 

“ He that believeth fhall be faved,” and are iniormed, that 

“ believing is the eafieft thing in the world.” 

‘hey can prepare for Heaven at any time—they are bufy Al's 

ve Menow about other things, or taken up with other pleafures and 

es [ee puriuits—in due time however, they defign to belteve, and 

be faved. his idea 1s not the creature of my own mind. I 

if, Mee have feen it realized in numberlefs initances, and obferved 

o. Mee the fad cifecls of this eafy way, in preventing all proper tie 

re [EE MOus EXertions, to get to Heaven. ‘This is the natural ef- 

1. fect of fuch notions, the proper tendency of thefe doctrines. 

ul Hg The prefent generation of Chriflians may not thus improve 

n. fae them, their principles, imbibed from a better fyitem, and 

o fee their prefent zeal may preferve them fromit; but it will 

produce, and has in fome meafure produced this effgét upon 

f« Mothers ; if their children inherit their notions, they wil pro. 

r. fe duce this effecl in them. Yea, in many inttances; thefe no» 

d tions will convert their children into Deifis and Atheifts. 

We who are praying tor the advancement of Chriftianity, 

0 and for the deftruction of infidelity, and predicting the come 

¢ He mencement of Chrift’s Millennian reign, are imprudently, 

(t Be and undefignedly preparing the way for a nation of unbe- 

bi lievers to be born in a day; we are contrary to our defign 

f He and expedlation opening the flood-gate for impiety and im- 

‘. morality, to pour forth and deluge this happy land. This 

¢ my dear brethren is the profpect that lies before me; 

i this evil I fee already commenced, and foreboce its greater 

‘ icreafe : It is this that fills my heart with daily anxiety, 

; and caufes my Aarp to hang on the wiilows, 

5 l beg leave to mention a fewthings, which [ think were 

: the caufes which have produced a number of the errors men- 

: tioned above, or given them currency among the people. 

} 1. One of thefe, [ think, was a milltaken opinion about 

J the extraordinary bodily agitations which have appeared in 

: our worthipping affemblies. They were looked upon by 

; too many to be miraculous and immediately from God ; and 

hence the lively and impreflive ideas that perfons had in 

thefe exercifes, were all thought to be from Heaven, and 

therefore true. They judged of truth by thefe imprefiions, 

aud not of thefe impreffious by the truths of God’s word. 

V 
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The apprehenfion that God was at work in am extraordinay 

way, and that they were the fubjects of his miraculous op, 

rations, agitated their whole frame, and confiderably af. 

feted their imaginations, which became therefore mor, 

bively and flronog. When they faw others under the fame 

bodily exercifes, and heard them exprefling the manifett,, 

tions they had received, they looked upon them to be unde 

the fame divine influence, and their ideas and impreffions 

alfo to c from God. ‘This expofed them to be led altray 

hy their own imaginations, and by the imaginations of o. 

thers, of whom they had conceived en high opinion. The 

error here was, men’s taking fomething elfe than the writ. 

ten word of God, as tlie rule oftheir faith. Ite prepared them 

to be impofed on by any body who fhould advance a fheci. 

ous error with great warmth, and engagednefs in religion, 

2. Another thing that prepared. the minds of many for 

the reception of error, was their high expectation of the 

fpeedy approach of the Millenium. This they looked upon 

to be an extraordinary event, and were ready to conclude 

every thing that was extraordinary, was a mean conducive 

to this extraordinary event. It was eafy to fee, that they 

looked upon all former revivals as vaftly inferior to the pre- 

fent, aA this put thetn ina great meafure above learning 

any thine. from the experience and obfervation of others. E- 

very hint of diforder and irregularity, however kindly in- 

tended, was looked upon as oppofition to the work of God; 

which deftroyed the influence of thofe who gave them. In 

fome places where very few were added to the communion 

of the Church, not half fo many as had been known in other 

revivals, it was efteemed the greatelt revival that ever was 

known, merely becaufe there was an extraordinary com- 

vhotion among the people. And*even now, when the work 

is evidently ina a retrograde motion, and half the Chriftians 

in the land are mourning over the decay of piety, and the 

growth of error ;a number are full of the idea of Millenium, 

ond feem tafent le of the decay of religion, and of the 

trengthe hing of infidetity ; and confident that they are 

advancing in truth and piety, while fome of them are in the 

bread road that leads to Atheilm, 

3% ‘the generous fentiments imbibed by Prefbyterians, and 

acted upon perhaps imprudentiy, encouraged fome to fpeak 

very freely of creeds and confeflions, The refleétions were 

~~ 

efelved to have no conte ssion but the Bidle, which they had 

* ad too funerficially, and very imperfectly underftood, 

Lhey were then prepared to imbibe evary new notin, ad* 

ae Ae Rhine ate e ” aX Pte wanths 

2? ah the notion was b eagerly embraced, and many were. 
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Citizens of Kentucky. 

ancedby a popular warm preacher, which he faid was a- 

ereeable to {cripture. They were like a parcel of boys fud- 

denly tumbled out of a boat, who had been unaccuftomed to 

{wim, and knew not the way tothe fhore. Some fixed upon 

ne Me one erTOT, and fome upon another: mott however of which 

ae fae 1 have heard, were fuch as tended to the abolition of Chrif- 

er fae tian mylteries. (6) 

My dear Chriftian Brethren, the 1%, 2d, 3d, 4th, ifnot the 

sth grade of error mentioned above, fome of us formerly 

called Prefbyterians, I fear have unhappily trodden ; it evi- 

he (a dently appears that the other {teps are natural and ealy, after 

it. Man thefe are gone over, it requires but little exertion to accom- 

m fe plifhthe reft. Shall f addrefs you on this fubject, or thall i, 

. fe fhall I, forbear ? Shall Ivent the anxious mournful feelings 

of my heart? or fhall I reftrain them, and nour out my for- 

. 

af. 

ay 

Oe 

OF rows inthe filent fhades of retirement ? Shall { retreatto fome 

2 Jonely cell, and hide myfelf from the church and the world, 

ot fa where I fhall fee, and hear of their errors, their vices, and 

le their miferies no more ? and {pend the fmall remvant of my 

e days, in endeavoring to converfe only with ‘God, and my 

y own heart !. Have [fo far loft the confidence of my ‘Chriflian 

2. friends, as to be efteemed their enemy, becaufe ‘T tell them 

¢ the truth? an enemy to the Church cf Chriit, becaufe I la- 

a bour to guard it againf{t miftakes, and point. ans thofe things 

. which threaten its de truction ? Shall I be defpifed, beeaule 

J mourn over the caufe of Chrift, whea [ fee it bleeding at .@ 

thoufand veins? AmI an oppoler of a revival of religion, 

. (5) I have frequently in the courfe of this addrefs, com- 

4 municated the idéa, that many things in the Chriftian fyftem 

are myfterious, and lie in dome mealure beyond the compre- 

; henfion of our prefent powers; [I would not by this be un- 

: derftood to mean, that any thing in Chriftianity is in the 

leaft degree contradictory to reafon,orabiurd in its own nature, 

There is certainly a great difference between a propofition 

being abfolutely bevond the powers of our prefent compre- 

henfion, and lis being contrary to the firft principles of rga- 

fon. The propofition thatthe three angles of every triangle 

are equal to two right angles, is one abfolutely beyond the 

comprehenfion of the illiterate hufbandman ; ts it therefore 

not true? [am fully convinced, there is nothing in the fa- 

cred Scriptures which is contrary to found Philofo ph; ye Bue 

Tam equally convinced, that none by searching ean fad of 

God, nor canary know te Almighty unt? 12 perfettion, 

4 " * Re ie es ie ay o Le See 
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when I fay the jirks, dancing, &c. are not God’s inftituteg 

means of Grace, nor Scriptural evidences of true religion? 

and that when they are voluntary, they are a corruption of 

God’s worfhip ? Should { fay, that enthufiafm and [piritua 

pride, a vain conceit, felf-fufficiency, and felf-confidence 

have evidently made their appearance among us, and are ua 

doubtedly tarnifhing the beauty of the religion of Fesus, 

which is modett, humble , teachable, meek, and iovely. Shall 

I be counted an enemy to that Jetus, whofe caufe has been 

Jong dear to me, and which | have endeavored to exert m 

{mall abilities to fupport ¢ Believe me to be your friend. be. 

lieve me, though very unworthy, and infufficient, to bea 

friend fo, and advocate for the caufe of Chriftianity. I now 

confider myfelf as ftanding on the verge of the grave, my 

proper pofition ; and am foon about to fep into the prefence 

of Godymy Judge ; and in this folemn pofture, I hunibly and 

earneitly befcech you, yea, | folemnly charge you in the pre. 

fence of my Judge, ferioufly to paufe, refleét, and think. Ex. 

amine your opinions and religious practices, by the written 

word of Ged ; call in all the help you can, to underttand, and 

rightly applv the Scriptures ; view and confider the fteps that 

lead to Atheifm, that bottomlefs gulph of mysteries ; confider 

the ileps others have taken, and where they have landed ; a ae 

void ail Semipelagian, Arian an Socinian notions ; fee how 

cireétly they lead to infidelitv. 1] befeech you by all the re. 

gard you heve to the honor of God, to the virtue and happi: 

nefs of your feliow-citizens, to the interefts of the Redeem. 

ers kingdom, to the happinefs and comfort of many of your 

fellow Chr tians, and efpecially to the reformation ‘and falva- 

tion of a rifing generation, and even generations yet unborn, 

By thefe regards | fay, I oat * ly and earnelily befeech you, 

ferioufly to ‘paufe andthink. Paufe, and think again.  EHave 

you pot been led on nearly in ha fieps I have pointed out, 

and which | imperfe@tly. pointed out to fome leaders near a 

vear and an half ago?) Are you not now ftanding on ground, 

which vou Wou id at that time have fhuddered at the thought 

of approaching ? and can vou tell me where you, or your lead 

ers will flop? Have vou not been led from Calvani{m to Ar- 

minianifm ? From Arminiani{m to Semipelegianifm ? from 

that to Avianifim ? from Arianitm to Sociniasifm ? Vhus you 

have arriven to the 5th grade in the road of error ; which is 

five eiphths of the way to Atheism. Had the whole been dif. 

covered to you at firft, vou never could have Leen brought to 

the precipice, on which you now land. But you have been 

artfully prepared for each flep, before you were informed of 

What luy belure you; your minds have been iliuminated, (if 
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1 may ufe fuch a contradiction) by the mifts of darknefs, art. 
ted 

fully caft before you. I again befeech you, ferioufly to paufe mn? 

of fMand think. Paufe and think again, [ earneftly befeech you, 

ual Mt for my heart is in it—paute and think! paufe and think a- 

ice fA pain ''tt_.Be not led by your feelings, they a fallacious 

uide ; fuffer not your judgments to be biaffed, by your love 

us, Mae or diflike to any defcription of men. I fpeak as unto wife 

ail JB men, judge ye what I fay. Now my Chriftian friends, Ido 

‘en MM with a heart bieeding for Ziof’s wounds, with love and efs 

my Me tcem for you, bid youan affeclionate farewell. 

Une 

ee DAVID RICE, 

Pa 

ow i SEM EET TERETE Td eee 

ny = 

ce To the Editors of the Virginia Religious Magazine, 

nd 

e: Ie The following account, is taken from Evans’ ‘ Sketch of the 

Md denominations of the Christian world :” and was first pub- 

Ch : 

id Ma Cished in an edition of that work in the year 1801, 

at 

er As it shews the length to which men may be carried by zeal 

de without knowledge, and the danger of departing from that 

W Se as 

4 decency and order in divine worship, enjoined by the Apostle 

“i ini Cor. xiv. 4 hope you will give it a place in the Maga- 

je 

be BiNes 

e. A SUBSCRIBER, 

: THE JUMPERS. 

e 

; Oricmarry. this fingular practice of jumging during 

the time allotted for religious initruction, was confined to 

the people called Methodilts in Wales, the followers of Har- 

t ris, Rowland, Williams, and others- The pra¢tice began in 

. the weftern part of the country about the year 1760, It was 

foon after defended by Mr. William Williams (the Welch 

| poet, ashe is fometimes ftyled) in a pamphlet, which was 

patronized by the abcttors of jumping in religious aflemblies, 

and viewed by the ferious and grave with difspprobation. 

However in the courfe of a few years, the advocates of groans 

ing, and loud talking, as welias loud finging ; repeating the 

fame line or flanza cver and over thirty or forty times, bee 

came more numerous, and were found among fome of the o- 

ther denominations in the principality, and continue to this 
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204 Sumpers. 

day. Several of the more zealous itenerant preachers j in 

Waies, recommended the people to cry out Gazoniant ( the 

Welch word for glory) Amen, &c. &c. to put themfelves iy 

violent agitations ; and finally to jump until they were quite 

exhaufled, fo as often to be obliged to fall down on the floor, 

or the field where this kind of worfhip was held. If any thing 

in the profeffion of religion that is abfurd and unreafonable; 

were to furprife us, it would be the cenfure that was caft u 

on thofe who gently attemped to ftem this tide, whieh threat. 

ened the deftruction of true religion’ as a reqsonable service, 

Where the eflence of true religion is placed in cuftoms and 

ufages, which have no tendency to fanctify the feveral pow. 

ers through the medium of the underftanding, we ought not 

to be furprized, when we contemplate inftances of extrava. 

gance and apoftacy, Human nature, in general, is not capa. 

ble of fuch exertions for any length of time, and when the 

fpirits become exhaufted, and the heat kindled by {ympathy 

is fubftded, the unhappy perfons fink into themfelves, and feek 

for fupport in intoxication. It is not to be doubted but there 

are many fincere and pious perfons to be found among this 

clafs of people—men who think thev are doing Gon’s fervice, 

whilft they are the vidlims of fanaticifm. ‘Thefe are objects 

of compaffion, and doubtlefs will fnd it in Goo, But it is 

certain, from inconteftible faéts, that a number of perfons 

have attached themfelves to thofe religious focieties, who 

place a very difproportioned ftrefs on the practice of jumping, 

irom fufpicious motives. 

The theory and practice of fuch a religion are eafily un- 

derftood; for the man who poffeffes an unblufhing conf: 

dence, and the greatelt degree of mufcular energy, is likely 

to excel in bodily exercife. Upon the whole, itis probable, 

as fuch an exercife has no countenance in reafon or revelati- 

on, that it has been, and {flill is produdtive of more evil than 

good. Many of the minifters, who have been foremoft in 

encouraging pune feemed to have nothing in view but 

the grati fication of their own vanity, inflaming the paffions of 

the multitude by extravagant reprefentatioas of the charac- 

ter of the Deity—the condition of man—and the defign of 

the Saviour’s miffion. The minilter that wifhes not to stu- 

ay to thew himtelf of Gop, has only to favour jumping with 

ae” wise Sitapts fast for as reafon is vut of the queilion, in fuch 

a religion Ae can be under no fear of fhocking it. It is {gme 

confolation t to real religion, to add, that this practice is on the 

Serine, as the more fober or confcientious, vyho wereat firit 

atatofs to judge where this praXice might carry them, have 

+ dione 
dcen its ; perni¢: ous tendency, 
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®uch is the account of the jumPERs, which with afew ale 

terations, has been tranfmitted me by a refpectable minifter, 

who frequently vifits the principality. tis to be hoped, that 

the exercife of common fenfe will in time recover them from 

thefe extravagant extacies, which pain the rational friends of 

revelation, and yield matter of iualetied tg the advocates of 

infidelity. 

About;the year 17 85, I myfelf happened very accidentally 

to be prefent ata meeting: which terminated in jumping. It 

was held in the open air, on a Sunday evening, near 

Newport, in Monmouthfhiire. The preacher was one of 

the Lady Huntingdon’s ftudents, who concluded his fer- 

mon with the recommendation of jumping: and to allow 

him the praife cf confiftency, he got down from the 

chair on which he ftood, and jumped along with them, 

The arguments he adduced for this purpofe were, that Dae 

vid danced before the ark—that the babe /eaped in the womb 

of Elizabeth—and that the man whofe lamenefs was remove 

ed, leaped and praifed Gop for the mercy which he had ree 

ceived. He expatiated on thefe topics with uncommon fer- 

vency, and then drew the inference, that they ought to fhew~ 

somilar expressions of joy, for the bleflings which Jefus Chrift 

had put into their pofleffion. He then gave an impaffioned 

fketch of the fufferings of the Saviour, and hereby roufed the 

pafions ofa few around him into a {tate of violent agita- 

tion, About nine men and feven women, for fome little 

time rocked to and fro, groaned aloud, and then jumped 

with a kind of frantic fury. Some of the audience flew 

in all direétions ; others gazed on in filent amazement! 

They all gradually difperfed, except the jumpers, who 

continued their exertions from eight in the evening to 

near eleven at night. I faw the conclufion of it: they ak 

Jaft kneeled down in a circle, holding each other by the 

hand, while one of them prayed with great fervor, and 

all rifing up from od their knees, departed. But previous 

to their dif perfion, they wildly pointed up towards:the fky, 

and reieueied one another, that they fhould foon meet there 

and be never again feperated! I[ quitted the {pot with afto-~ 

nifhment. Such diforderly fcenes cannot be of any fervice 

tothe deluded individuals, nor prove beneficial to fociety. 

Whatever credit we mav and ought to allow this clafs of 

Chriflians for good intentions, it is impoffible to fpeak of the 

practice itfelf, without adopting terms of unqui alified difap- 

probation. Jhe reader is rohused to Lingley’s and Evans’ 

tour through Wales, where (as many par ticulazs are detailed! 

tefpedling the zumpers.) his curiofity will receive a flill fure 

— 
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ther gratification. It pains the au:hor of the prefent Work, 

that he has it not in his power to give a more favourable ac. 

count of them. ‘he decline of fo unbecoming a praétice will, 

it is hoped, be foon followed by its utter extin¢tion. 

fogs 
® eeee 

FROM THE’ LONDON EVANGELIGAL MAGAZINE. 

es SS ee 

ON THE ADVANTAGES OF AFFLICTION To 

THE YOUNG. 

It is good for a man that he bear the yoke in his youth. 

Lam. ii. 21, 

ry 

HE lot of Jeremiah was caft in troublefome times, 

He was called of God to foretell the calamities the Jews 

were to be fubjected to when conquered, aad Iced into capti- 

vity by the king of Babylon. He lived to fee the Judgments 

executed whieh he had denounced ; and was infpired by the 

Hoiy Ghoft to bewailthem. The Book of Lamentations ex. 

hibits Jeremiah fitting amidft the ruins of Zion; and, while 

his eyes ran down with water, deploring her defolations in 

the moft melancholy ftrains, the {pirit of cheerfulnefs and 

hope feems to have fled from his bofom. The verfes of this 

poem are evidently the wailings of an oppreffed, nay, of a 

broken heart. The gloomy f{cenes defcribed in this book, 

have, perhaps, prevented it from being fo frequentby read as 

it ought to have been. As a piece of compofition, it will 

bear to be compared with the moft finifhed produétions of 

elegiac poetry. It is calculated to invigorate our zeal for 

the civil and religious interefts of our country, and to im- 

prefs us with a fenfe of the malignant nature and ruinous 

tendency of fin ;—it abounds too with many excellent fenti- 

ments, bot h of a devotional and moral caft. The fentiment 

on which we are now to make fome remarks, is certainly an 

important one, and well deferves to be ferioufly confidered. 

In other places of Scripture we find the benefit of affliction, 

to men in geveral, flrongly ftated; but this verfe calls us to 

confider its peculiar advantages to the young. Young people 

have, ia general, very oppofite imprefh ons of afl: étions ; and 

it may be of ufe to thofe who are in the early periods of life, to 

demooftrate the truth of the affertion, * Uhat itis good for a 

man that be bear the yoke in his youth.” 

1. AffliQion humbles the pride of the young. To this fin 

they are ina peculiar maaner liablee They are not tito- 
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oughly a¢quainted with the deficiencies of their own cha« 

raters, and are ready to over-rate any excellence which they 

may poffefs. How ready are they to plume themfelves on 

the graces of their bodies,—or the talents of their minds,— 

or their connexions with the great,—or on the prof{pects of 

wealth or influence which are peanee before them! The 

encomiums which are beftowed on them, when their firt ap- 

earance in the world are betheate tend greatly to cherilh 

the fpirit of pride. ‘This difpefition is hateful to Geop.. If 

not checked, it will mark their conduct in life with ingrati« 

tude tu him, and with infolence and oppreffion to men. Lo 

cneck this [pirit, Gop otcen vifits the yor ung with afdictionss 

By thefe they have been convinced of their entire depends 

ence on Gop; and thatto him they owe allthey have, and 

mult loog for all that they expeét. When Nebuchadneze 

zar’s heart was lifted up, and his mind hardened in pride, he 

was depoled from his kingly throne, and his glory was taken 

fromhim. He was driven from the fons of men, and his 

heart was made like the beafts’, and his dwelling -was with 

thé wild alles. ‘They fed him with grafs, like oxen; and hia 

body was wet witli the dew of Heaven,—till he knew that 

the Mot High ruleth in the kingdoms of men, and appoints 

eth over thei whomfoever he will. Inilances might be 

mentioned of roung men, whofe conduct was marked with 

difgufling haughtinefs and affectation, who, on the bed of 

ficknefs, and at the grave of departed friends, have learned 

to be meek and lowly iit heart; and who can now appeal to 

Gop, and fav, **O Lord, my heart is not haughty, nor mine 

eves lofty; neither do I exercife myfelf in great matters, or 

in things too bigh for me!” Affliction is one of the great 

Means whieh oe makes ufe of to hide pride from man. 

2. Affliftion corres thie extravagant expectations of the 

young. Their minds are prone to form high expedtations of 

protperity and fuccefs in life. The fancy, at this period, 1S 

active and glowing ; nor i3 it réftrained, in its operations, by 

the fuggeitions of judgment, or by the dictates of experi- 

ence. How often i: they fay, in their hearts, ** the work of 

our hands fhall be eftablithed !’—* our exertions in our call- 

ing thall be-patronized by the noble ;—our charaétters fhall 

meet with praife from men ;—health and peace fhall perpetu- 

ally refide with usin our dwellings!’ In forming ideas of 

their path through life, they imagine it will be through flowe- 

rv meadows, or over mountains of {pices. They are unwile 

ling to fuppofe that they fhall be ealled to pafs through the 

marth or the defart. Such expeétations are finful aod pers 

nicious. They are fratul, becaufe they are inconfiitent with 

W 
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the arrangements of that Providence whiclr has ordered It. 

that man is born to trouble; and they are pernicious to onr. 

felves, becaufe, when diftrefs comes, they give double Weight 

to its ftroke. Ve check fuch extravagent expeations in-the 

bud, Gop often vifits the young with trials. He favs to 

them, by. the meffengers of afiliClion,  Seck not great things 

for thyfelf—Remember the cays of darknefs, for they fhall 

be many.” The difappointments and trials with-which Gop 

vifits the young, tend to cherifh that moderation in their 

wifhes and purfuits, which bids fair to be produttive' of hap» 

pinefs: they awaken that caution’which reftrains the ardour 

ef the fancy, and bring forward the fuggeftions of fear to 

check.the fatteries of hope. The young. are ready to imas 

gine, that Goo deals harfhly with theny when he afflias 

them ; but, in thus crufhing their extravagant hopes, he is. 

faving them the enduring of much: future mifery. The 

pangs thou feeleft + prefent, may keep thee from after. pangs 

far more fevere, to which the indulgence of the delufive 

hopes of youth would have fubje€ted thee. 

3. Afflidtion reftrains: the voung from fenfual indulgences, 

To thefe they are often Qrongly folicited. Evento pious * 

Timothy, the Apoftle judged it neceffary to addrefs the ex. 

hortation, ‘Flee from-youthful lufts.”?” Before the young, 

pleafure difplays ail her attractions. She-exhibits herfelf: to 

them; decked in the gayelt attire, with a countenance wear: | 

ing the moft enchanting fmiles; and-accofts thenvin language 

foft and fafcinating, ‘* Reyoice, O- young, man in thy youth; 

and: let thine heart cheer thee in-the days of thy youth !% «1 

Rave decked my bed with covering of tapeftry ;—TI have pers 

fumed it with myrrh,. aloes, and cinnamon.” So powerful 

is the influence of the allurements of pleafure over the hearts 

ofthe young, that numbers of them have followedher to their 

ruin. Many of them have been led-by her to the commiffion 

of crimes, againft which modefly, reafon, and confcience 

lifted their voicesin vain. Nothing more effeCtually coun: 

teraMs the influence of pleafure, than the rod:of fandified 

afflitions: by thefe the young have been formed to fobriety 

of mind ;—by thefe they have been: led: to defpife the plea- 

fures of fin, as grovelling, tranfrtory, and deftrnétive. What 

attractions will the chair of the fcorner,. the bed of the harlot, 

er the fong of the drunkard, have in the eve of him who 

is chaftened with pain, and the multitude of hissbones with 

ilrong pain! Does the voung man, whom Gon places in the 

houfe of mourning, whom he calls to minifter to a dying 

parent, to receive his laft breath, and to commit his body to 

the grave, does he figh: after the houfe of fealting, or the 

a whe. a Be ee ee 
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aWemblies of gaiety and diffipation? Were but a with to 

qningle in fuch icenes, to {tart upon the bofom of an affcdti-. 

nate yeuth at a folemn period like this, he would reject it 

with utter abhorrence. The young who meet with tials, 

Have reafon to blefs that hand which, by fevere fickaefs, 

diives them from the pa‘ts of fenfuality ; for though they are 

adorned with lilies and rofes, they are, in truth, the way to 

Hell, going down to the chambers of death. Whether think 

you, ye fons of youth, is it better to labour under the difeafe 

of a day; or to have the conftitution broken by intempere 

ance?) Whether is it better to be {topped in the ways cf fens» 

fuality ; or to be allowed to run on in them till a dart ttrikes 

through your itver, and your courfe terminates in the lake 

that burns with fire and brimftone? 

4 Affliction tas fometimes been the means of converfion 

in youth. here have been many inttances of young meta 

wo, like the prodigal. when reduced to want, have refolv- 

ed that they woutd artfe and go totneir Father. In the fea- 

fon of affli¢tion, tin 1s brought to remembrance; that levity 

of the mind ts repreffed, which is fo unfriendly te moral fe- 

riouilneits, and death and the tribunal of Gop are brought 

into view. ‘‘his has often led to fuch applicationsto Goo 

for mercy, as have been attended with the happiett effects. 

Orton, in his S8<rmon to the Aged, teils us of a'yyousg man 

who had been long confined with a dileafed limb, and was 

near his diffolution, when, at the defire of a friend his loath- 

fome fore was uncovered. He faid, ** there it is, and a pre- 

cious treafure it has been to me! It faved me from the dolly 

and vanity of youth ; it made me cleave to Gop as my oaly 

portion, and to eternal glory as my only hope ; aad { think ic 

hath now bro’t me very near to my Father’s houfe.” Some 

young men, when they have met with difappointmentin buli. 

nefs, have been led to feek after the good part which fhallne- 

ver betaken from them, and to lay up treafures in Heaven; 

—fome, when their friends have dealt treacheroutly with 

them thaa which fcarce any thing can give a more violent 

fhockto the glowing feelings of youth) have been led to that 

Friend who refts in bis love. While young perfons have 

‘been taking their laf leave ofthe corpfe of a brether ora 

fiiter dearly beloved,—while they have been looking, for the 

laft time, on their pallid countenance, and grafping, for the 

Jait time, their cold hand, have had their minds directed te 

Him who is not aliiamed to call us Brethren; and who has 

faid, ** Whofoever fhall do the will of my Vather, who is ia 

Heaven, the fame is my mother, and fifter, and brother.”* 

= wenn ee ~_ ~ ee et hae 

# fod xaxvi, 8, 9, 10. 
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sth. AMiétion has often made the young experience th, 

fympathy and compaffion of our Lord Jefus. Chriltis , 

fricnd born for advérfity; and to the young of his people in 

efliiction, he manifelts peculiar kindnefs. He fhail feed hi, 

ficck likea fhepherd, and gather the lambs with his arms, 

and carry them in his bofom. Itis‘;common with men to 

exprefs peculiar concern for the young when in diltrefy, 

Who can behold difeafe robbing their cheeks of their bloom, 

and walling their beauty like a moth, without being difpoted 

to pity! And will the Lord of compaffion take no interct 

in their fufferings? While parents are fitting by the bed. 

fide of a diftrefled fon, watching with unutterable anxiety 

every change of his features, and liflening to every groan nm 

that rifes from his breatt, Jefus is with them, and tends the ri 

oi ject of their folicitude with a compaflion far more tender, iM) 

and a care far more affiduous than theirs, His compatfhon. g 

ate eye, fleep never clofes; his ear is never fhut to the com. i! 

piaints of his children; and his kind attentions are never un: f 

availing, ‘* Asone whom bis mother comforts, even fo will v 

I comtort you, and ye fhall be comforted.” How fweet, He 

tender, and éfficacious, are the comforts of a mother toa ¢ 

child in diftrefs! Such is the figure empleyed to point out 

the confolations imparted by the Lord our Redeemer, The 

Sen of man bore the yoke in hisyouth. In his infancy, He: 

rod fought to murder him. For years, it is probable, he 

wrought as acarpenter for the fupport.of his widowed mo 

ther- During the whole of his public miniftry, he bore our 

griefs, and carried our forrows; and before he was thirty: 

four years Of age, he was crucified and flain. _ So heavy was 

that voke which was wreathed about his neck, that it made 

his {trength fail, and brought him to the duft of death. We 

have not an high prieft who cannot be touched with the feel: 

ing of our infirmities, but who was in all points tried like as 

we are, yet without fins How much mult this early experi: 

ence ofour Lord’s compafiion endear him to the fouls of the 

young! and how mutt it encourage them in their paflage 

through the world, to know that Chrift will be a prefent help 

to them in every time of need ! and that he who has been the 

Guide of their youth, will be the Comforter of their old 

Roe ' 
A ° 

Lafily, Affliétion invigorates the minds of the young.— 

The tendency of uninterrupted profperity to enervate the 

mind, has been generally admitted. How feldom do we 

hear of a great or heroic charaéier nurfed in the lap of profpe- 

riy ! But. by hardfhips and triais, the mind ts flrengthend for 

fulluining | iufies tiie sxc fcvere, and ckeculng fchemes the 
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oft arduous. Profperous fituations in life may be refem- 

sled to thofe countries where the tun fhines with a fchorchs 

ng heat, and where nature pours all the neceflaries, ‘nay the 

oxuries of life, in the greatclt protufion at men’s feet. [tis 

ot in fuch climates that we are to expect to meet with chae 

racters Which are diflinguilhed for energy of mind, or enters 

prize in conduét. If we wilh to fine theie, we mult look 

for them amid the ice and f{nows of the north, where necefs 

ftv ftimulates man to fpirited and laborious exertion. By 

difappointments and trials in youth, fome have acquired fuch 

a (trength of mind, that they have endured the roughett blaits 

of diftrefs. in after life without fhrinking. Or thould the 

man whofe mind has been braced by adverfity in youth be 

railed to opulence and grandeur in the after periods of his 

life, the remembrance of the hardthips of his «arly days, will er 

Hr: give a double relith to profperity. Such a man will need no 

mM. {yJicitation to ftretch out his hand to relieve merit when 

ne f{truggling with diftrefs, without a friend to patronize— 

ill without a comforterto foothe it, He kouows the heart-of the 

et, unfortunate in youth, and to them he feels himielf coultraines 

da ed by every tie to fhew kindnefs and refpect. 

ut Such are fome of the advantages of affliclions to the young. 

he Jt ought to be remembered, that they are allo beneficial in 

le. the after periods of life. ‘Ihe cup of forrowis mingled by a 

he being wife and compaflionate ; and he never puts it into our 

08 hands, nor holds it to our lips, but when he fees it to be nes 

ur ceflary. There is nota fingle drop more in it than he fees 

ys will be for our profit, to make us partakers of his holinefs, 

as The affli€tions which thofe in the middle life meet with, are 

de often bleffed for checking their immoderate anxiety about the 

Je world, and leading them to feek firft the kingdom of God, 

10 and the righteoufnefs of it. Let not the aged queflion the 

ag advantages that arife to them from the infirmities of advance 

is od life. Let them not fay, * the yoke of affliction may be 

e neceflary for the ftubborn neck of vouth, but how can It be. 

re fofor me??? Let the ftorm blow on the bay-trees of youth, 

Pp let it fhape their branches, let it f{lrip them of their leaves, 

e but let it not blow on the feeble almond-tree of age: It will 

d quickly fhatter it in pieces. By the infirmities of old age, 

God intends to awaken you to ferious reflection, to detach 

_ your hearts from the world, to lead you to confider your lat- 

e terend, and to make death welcome. The day will come 

e when God fhall wipe away all tears from the eves of his 

- faints, when he fhail take the yoke from their necks, and 

r place the crown of glory on their heads. 

B, 



Bis A letier from Dr. Frankin 

A LEPTER FROM Dr. FRANKLIN TO THE R, 

hin. WAL RPFIELD. 

Dear Sir, New-lork, Fuly 2, 1756, 

q RECEIVED your favor of the 24th of February, wij 

@ cat pleaiure, as it informed me of your welfare, and , 

preficd your continued regard for me. I thank you for ty 

pamphlet you encloied to me. As we had jult obferved 

proviucial f ft on the fame occafion, I thought it very se, 

fonable to be pubinfhed in Pennfylvania ; and accerdingly r, 

printed it inimediately. 

You mention your frequent with that you were a chaplaiy 

to an American army. I fometimes with that you and | 

were Jointly employed by the crown to fettle a colony on th 

Ohio. J imagine that we could do it effceétually, and with 

Out putting the nation to much expence ; but I fear we thal 

mever be called upon for fuch afervice. What a glorioy 

thing it would be, to fettle in that fine country, a large ftron 

body of religious and induitrious people ! What a fecurity 

“xo the other colonies, and advantageto Britain, by increal. 

ing her people, territory, ttrength, and commerce! Migh 

at not greatly facilitate the introdudtien of pure religion » 

mong the Heathen, if we could, by fuch acclony, then 

them a better fample of Chriftians than they commonly fee 

an our Indian traders? Vhe moft ‘vicious and abandoned 

wretches of our nation! Life, hke a dramatic piece, fhoull 

not only be conducted with regularity, but, methinks it 

¥hould finifh handfomely. Being now in the laft adt, I be- 

gin to caft about for fomething fit to end with, Or, if mine 

be more properly compared to an epigram, as fome of it 

jines are but barely tolerable, I am very defirous of conclud. 

ing with abright point. In fuch au enterprize I could {pend 

the remainder of life with pleafure: and I‘firmly believe God 

would blefs us with fuccefs, if we undertook it with a fincere 

regard to his honour, the fervice of our gracious king and 

(which is the fame thing) the public good. 

I thank you cordially for your generous benefation to the 

German {chools. ‘They go on pretty well; and will do better 

when Mr. Smith, who has the principal care of them, fhail 

dearn to mind party writing and party politics Jefs, and his 

proper buatinefs more; which, I hope, time will bring about 

(thank you for your-good withes and prayers, and am, 

with the greateft efleem and affection, Dear Sir, 

Your motft obedient humble Servant 

B. FRANKLIN. 

By belt refpes to Mrs. Whitheld. 
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fo pe Epfror or tHe EvancericaL Macazine, 

Sik, 

he following letters referring to a subject highly interesting 

to many of your readers, who cannot possibly have access te 

the elegant volumes of Mr. Hayley, f am persuaded you 

‘ . > * 

will, by their tsertion, grat.fy many beside your constant 

reader, L. 

N THE MUTUAL KNOWLEDGE OF SAINTS 

IN GLORY. 

Setracted from Mr. Cowper’s Letters to his Cousin, Mrs 

Gowper. 

LETTER Ie 

My Dean Cousin, 

_S in matters unattainable by réafon, and unrevealed 

nthe Scripture, it is impoflible to argue at all—fo in mat= 

ers concerning which.reafon can only give a probable guefs, 

and the Scripture has made no explicit difcovery, it is, tho” 

ot impoflible to argue at all, yetimpoffible to argue to any 

ertain conclufion. This feems to me tobe the very cafe 

ith the point in queftion. Reafon is able to form many 

laufble cony-tures concerning the panel? of our knows 

ing each. other in a future {tate ; andthe Scripture has here 

and there favoured us with an expreffion thatlooks at leaft hke 

aflight intimation of it, but becaufe a conjecture can never 

amount to a proof; and a flight intimation can never be cone 

ftrued into a pofitive affertion—therefore I think we can ne» 

ver come to any abfolute conclufion upon the fubjedt. We 

may indeed reafon about.the plaufibiliry of onr conjeCtures 5 

and we may difcufs, with great indultry and threwdoefs of 

argument, thofe paffages tn Scripture which feem, to favor 

the opinion ; but ftill, no certain means having been affords a mM 

edus, no certain en'l can D2 attained; and after all that 

can be faid, it will ftili be doubtful, whether we fhail know 

each other or not. 

As to arguments founded upon human reafon only, if 

would be eafy to mutter up a much greater number in the 

affirmative fide of the queflion, than it would be worth my 

While to write or yours toread. Letus fee, therefore wnat 
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the Scripture fays, or feems to fay, towards the pfoof , 

it: and of this kind of argument alfo I flaall infert but a f., 

of thofe which feem to be the faireft and cleareft for thy 

purpote. For, after all, a difputant on either fide of th 

queition, is in danger of that cenfure of our blefled Lora, 

ye do err, not knowing Scriptures, nor the power of Gad, 

As to parables, | know it has been faid, in the difpuy 

concerning the intermediate flate, that they are not argumey, 

tative; but this having been controverted by very wife aaj 

good men, and the parable of Dives and Lazarus having 

been ufed by fuch, to prove an intermediate ftate, I fee ny 

why it may not be as fairly ufed for the proof of any othe 

matter, which it feems fairly to imply. In this parable w 

fee that Dives is reprefented as knowing Lazarus; and A. 

brahan as knowing them both; and the difcourfe between 

them is entirely concerning their refpective characters and 

circumftances upon earth—Here, therefore, our Savio 

feems to countenance the notion of a mutual knowledge and 

recollection ; andif a foul that has perifhed fhall know the 

foul thatis faved, furely the heias of falvation fhall know 

and recolle& each other, 

In the firft Epiftle to Theff. 2d chapter and 19th verfe, 

Saint Paul fays, what is our hope, or joy, or crown of ré 

joicing! Are not even ye in the prefence of our Lord Fefut 

Christ at his coming! For ye are our glory and our joy. 

As to the hope which the Apoltle has formed concerning 

them, he himfclf refers the accomplifhment of it to the 

coming of Chrift ; meaning, that then he fhould receive the 

recompence of his tabours in their behalf! his joy and glory 

he refers likewife to the fame period, both which would re 

fult from the sight of fuch numbers redeemed by the bi-fl: 

ing of God upon his mini{tration, when he fhould prefer 

them before the Great Judge, and fay, in the words ofa 

greater than himfelf Lo! J, and the children whom thou hat 

given me. Vhis feems to imply that the Apoltle fhould know 

the converts, and the converts the Apoftle, at leaft at the 

dav of Judgment; and if then, why not afterwards? 

See alfo the 4th chapter of that Epiftle, 13, 14, 16, which 

I have not room to tranfcribe. Here the Apoftle comforts 

them under their affliction, for their deceafed brethren, ex- 

horting them not to sorrow as without hope; and what is the 

hope by which he teaches them to fupport their {pirits ? E. 

ven this, that them which sleepin Fesus shall God bring with 

him. in other words, and by a fair paraphrafe furely, telling 

them they are only taken from them for a seafon ; and that 

they fhould receive them at the refurredtion, 

= 4 @ 4 28 ome Tie 6 . 
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tf vorean take of the force of thefe texts, mv dear Cone 

$n, you will goa great way towards fhakiag my opinion 5 

sf aot, f think they muft g> a great way towards fhakiang 

ours. | 

Che reafon why I did not fend you my opinion of Peare 

fall, was becaufe { had not then read him; I have read him 

fiace, and like him much, efpecially the latter part of him! 

but you have whetted my curiofity to fee the lait letter, by 

your tearing it out. Unlefs you can give me a good reafoa 

wiy [ fhould not fee it, [ fhall enquire for the book the next 

time { go to Cambridge. Perhaps [ may be paftial to Hers 

vey, for the fake of his other writings; but | cannot give Peare 

fall the preference to him; for 1 think him one of the moft 

Scriptural wiliers in the world. 

Yours, 

W. COWPER. 

@eaeeteeeCbeectoerPeeetven 
* Beecesesesvoevesiivsrs 

LeTTER il. 

My Dear Cousin, 

H AVING gone as far 4s [thoucht needful to juftify the 

opiaon of Out meeting and knowing each other hereafter, I 

fnd upon refi-Gion, that { have done but half mv bufinefsg 

and that one of the queftions you propofed, remains enrlrely 

unconfidered, viz. ** Whether the things of our prefent flate 

will not be of too low and mean a nature to engag-: our 

thoughts, or make a part of our communications in Heaven.” 

The common and ordinary occurrences of life, no doubts 

and even the ties of kindred, and of ali temporal intereits, 

will be entirely difcarded from among that happy fociety, and 

pofibly even the remembrance of them done away; but i€ 

does not therefore follow, that our fpiritual concerns, even 

in this life, will be forgotten; neither do [ think that they 

can ever appear trifling to us in any the moft diltant period 

ofeternity. God, as vou fay, in reference to the Scripture, 

willbe allin all; but does not that exoreflion mean, that bes 

ing admitted to fo near an approach to our Heavenly Father 

and Redeemer, our whole nature, the foul, and all tts fae 

culties, will be employed in praifing and adoring him? 

Doubtlefs, however, this will be the cafe; and if fo, willie 

not furnifh out a glorious theme of thank{giving to recolle& 

The rock whenee we were hewn, and the hole of the pit whence 

we were digged? To recolleét the time when our faith, 

Which under the tuition and nurture of the Holy Spirit, has 

produced fuch a plentiful harveft of immortal bis, was as 

* 
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a grain of muftard feed, {mall in itfelf, promifing but littl. 

fruit, and producing lefs! to recolle&t the various attempt: 

that were made upon it, by the world, the fiefh, and the De. 

vil, and its various triumphs over all, by the affiftance of 

God, through our Lord Jefus Chrift! At prefent, whatever 

our convictions may be of the finfulnefs and corruption of 

our nature, we can make but a very imperfect eflimate ¢j. 

ther of our weaknefs or our guilt, Then no doubt, we thal! 

underftand the full valueof the wonderful falvation wrought § 

out for us: and it feems reafonable to fuppofe, that in order 

to form a juft idea of our redemption, we fhall be able to form 

a juft one of the danger we have efcaped. When we know 

how weak and frail we were, furely we fhall be more able 

to render due praife and honour to his ftrength who fought 

for us ; when we know completely the hatefulnefs of fin in 

the Sght of God, and how deeply we were tainted by it, we 

fhall know how to value the blood by which we are cleanfed 

as we ought. The twenty-four Elders, in the 5th of the Re. 

velations, give glory to God for their redemption, out of. 

very kindred, and tongue, and people and nation. This 

furely implies a retrof{pect to their refpective conditions up. 

on earth ; and that each remembered out of what particular 

kindred and nation he had been redeemed ; and if fo, then 

furely the minuteft circumftance of their redemption did not 

ef{cape their memory. ‘They who triumph over the beaf, 

in the 15th chapter, fing the fong of Mofes, the fervant of 

God ; and what was that fong? A fublime record of Ffrael’s 

deliverarance, and the deftruction of her enemies in the 

Red Sea; typical, no doubt, of the fong which the redeem: 

ed in Sion fhall fing to celebrate their own falvation, and the 

defeat of their f{piritual enemies. This again implies a re. 

colleGion of the dangers they had’ before encountered, and 

the fupplies of ftrength and ardeur they had, in every emer: 

gency, received fromthe great Deliverer out of all. Thefe 

quotations do not indeed prove that their warfare upon earth 

includes apart of their converfe with each other, but they 

prove that it isa theme not unworthy to be heard, even be: 

fore the throne of @od ; and therefore it cannot be unfit for 

reciprocal communication. 

Butyou doubt whether there is any communication between 

the bleffed at all; neither do [I recollect any Scripture that 

proves it, or that bears any relation to the fubjeét. But. rea: 

fon feems to require it fo peremptorily, that a fociety with- 

out focial intercourfe, feems to be a folecifm, anda contra 

dition in terms ; and the inhabitants of thofe regions are cals 

led, you kaow, in Scripture, an Innumerable Company, and 
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an Assembly ; which feems to convey the idea of fociety, as 

clearly as the word itfelf. Human teftimony weighs but little 

sn matters of this fort; but let it have all the weight it can; I 

know no greater names in divinity than Watts and Doddridge; 

they were both of thig opinion ; and I fend you the words of 

the latter :— 

a ‘ Qur companions in glory may probably affift us by their 

hall wife and good obfervations, when we €ome to make the pro- 

ght fe vidence of God, here upon earth, under the guidance and 

der direCtion of our Lord Jefus Chrift, the fubjeG of our mutual 

rm converfe.” 

Thus, my dear Coufin, I have fpread out my reafons be- 

fore you for an opinion which, whether admitted or denied, 

affects not the {tate or the intereft of our fouls.—May our 

Creator, Redeemer, and Sanétifier, conduct us into his own 

erufalem, where there fhall be no night, neither any dark. 

nefs at all; where we fhall be free even from innocent error, 

and perfect in the light of the knowledge of God in the face 

ef Jefus Chrift. 

| Yours, 

W. COW PER, 

LgetTeR 11%- 

Mr Drax, Cousin, 

1, is reckoned, you know, a great achievement to filence 

an opponent in difputation; and your filence was of fo long 

continuance, that I might well begin to pleafe myfelf with 

the apprehenfion of having accomplifhed fo arduous a matter, 

To be ferious, however, I am not forry that what I have 

faid concerning our knowledge of each other in a future 

ftate, has a little inclined you to the affirmative ;—for though 

the redeemed of the Lord fhall be fure of being as happy im 

that ftate, as infinite power, employed by infinite goodnefs, 

can make them, and therefore it may feem immaterial whe- 

ther we fhall, or fhall not, recolleé&t each other hereafter ; 

yet our prefent happinefs at leaft is a little interefted in the 

en queftion. A-parent, a friend, a wife, muft needs, I think, 

at feel a little heart-ache at the thought of an eternal fepara- 

as tion from the objeéts of her regard; and not to know them 

h- when fhe meets them in another life, or never to meet them 

a at all, amounts, though not altogether, yet nearly to the 

1}. fame thing. Remember them, I think, fhe needs muft. To 

hear that they are happy, will indeed be no fmall addition 
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to her own felicity ; but to fee them fo, will furely be a grea. 

ter. ‘Thus, at lealt, it appears to our prefent human appre, 

hinfon; contequently, therefore, to think, that when we 

Jeeve them, we lofe them for ever; that we mult remain e, 

ternally ignorant whether they, that were ficfh of our ficih, 

and bone of eur bone, partake with us of ecletlial glory, o, 

are difinherited of their heavenly portion, mult fhed a dif. 

mal gloom over ail our prefent conneGtions. For my owg 

pait, this life is fuch a momentary thing, and all its intere {ls 

have fo thrunk in my eftimation, fince by the grace of our 

Lord Jefus Chrift L became attentive to the things of ano. 

ther. ihat, like a worm in the bud of all my triendfhips and 

aff. ions, this very thought would eat out the heart of them 

all, haa Iathoufand; and were their date to terminate with 

tois life, [ think I fhould have no inclination to cultivate and 

improve fuch a fugitive bufinefs. Yet friendfhip is neceffary 

¥o our happinets here, and built upon Chriftian principles, up. 

ou which only it can fland, is a thing even of religious faic. 

tion—for whatis that love which the Holy Spirit, fpeaking 

by St. John, fo much inculcates, but friendflip? ‘Lhe only 

love which dceferves the name; a love which can toil, and 

watch, and deny itfelf, and go to death for its brother, 

W oridly friendihips are a poor weed compared with this; and 

even this union of fpiritin the bond of peace, would fuffer 

in my mind at leatt, could I think it were only coeval with 

ovr earthly manfions. It may pofhbly argue great weaknefs in 

me, in this inflance, te flandfo much in need of future hopes 

to fupport me in the difcharge of prefent duty. But fo it is; 

lam far, L know, very far from being perfeét in Chriftan 

Jove, or any other divine attainment ; and am therefore unwil- 

ling to forego whatever may help me in my progrefs. : 

You are fo kind as to enquire after my health ; for which 

reaton I muit tell you, whet otherwife would not be worth 

mentioning, that I have lately been jult enough indifpofed to 

convince me, that not only human life in general, but mine 

i particular, hangs by a flender thread. 1 am tout enough 

in appearance, yet a little illnefs demolifhes me. I have had 

a fevere fhake.; and the building is not fo firm as it was. But 

I blefs God for it with all my heart. If the inner man be 

but fire ngthened day by day, as I hope under the renewing 

i: fluences of the Holy Ghoft, it will be no matter how foon 

the outward ia diflolved. He whe has in a manner raifed- me 

fiom the dead, im a Hteral fonfe, has given me the grace, 

I truft, to be ready at the thorteft notice, to furrender up to 

him that bfe which I have twice received from him. ‘Whe- 

ther } live or die, Ldefre it may be to his glory; and it 
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uft be to my happinefs.—I thank God that I have thofe a- 

ongit my kindred to whom I can write without referve of 

ntimeots upon this ful ject, as [dotoyou. A letter upon 

av other fubj-ct is more infipid to me than ever my tafk was 

jeu a {chooi-boy; and I fay not this in vain-glory ; God 

bid! but to thew you what the Almighty, whofe name I 

m unworthy to mention, has done for me, the chief of fine 

rs, Once he was a terror tome ; and his fervice, oh what 

wearine{s it was! Now I can fay | love him, and his holy 

same ; and am never fo happy as when | {peak of his mere 

ics LO MC.~ 

Yours, 

W. COWPER,. 

Huntingdon, Sept. 3d, 1766. 

FROM THE LONDON EVANGELICAL MAGAZINE. 

AUERLES AND OBSERVATIONS ON THE PER. 

MISSION OF SIN. 

7S it to be fupppofed, that the firft and chief Being is 

bound to do ail he poffibly can to prevent the exiltence 

of evil, both natural and moral? 

If fu,—then, fince evil does exift, we mult fuppofe, ei- 

her that he was not almighty, or not infinitely wife, and fo 

could not have prevented its exiilence; or elfe that, through 

a defe&t of goodnefs, he forbore to exert himfelt to prevent 

lis exiflence, when he was well able to have hindered it 

from taking place. 

Yea, ifitbe fuppofed that the Supreme Being is abfolute- 

ly bound to prevent the exiflence of moral evil, then (unlefs 

we admit that it may have taken place altogether againft his 

will) there can be no fuch thing as moral government: for, 

by the fuppofition, no being can be under law but the Sue 

preme Being; forafmuch as, it is fuppofed, that, if any be- 

ing does amils, it mult be his fault to let him do it. 

But, if the Supreme Being be not bound to prevent the 

exiftence of evil, then furely it is infinitely better for him to 

regulate, and fet exact limits to the whole bufinefs, than for 

itto be under no contioul, or to be under the controul of 

iueriox beings, : 



2to vn the Permission of Sin. 

Let me appeal to any intelligent being who has the le, 

confidence in the wifdom and goodnefs of the Moft High, 

Since yeu find evil does exift, what fuppofition would affoy 

you the mott fatisfaction ? 

That it exifts altogether againfl the will of Gon, throug) 

his not having power or wifdom fufficient to prevent it? Ang 

that, now it does exift, he can only do his beft to check ang 

reftrain, and at length to conquer it ; in which he will, it 

hoped, fucceed at laft? 

Or, that it exifls by his wife permiffian, and under his 4}. 

folute controul; and will, contrary to its own natural tendep. 

cy, and to the intention and defign of all finners, eventually 

be made fubfervient to the divine glory in all things? 

If itbe no blemifh in the divine charaéter to permit fn, 

then it was no blemifh in.the divine chara¢ter to purpofe o 

intend to permitit.* If all that Gop does is right, it coul 

not be wrong to refolve to do fo; Gop could not intend do. 

ing well too foon, 

if Gop does permit fin, and decreed to permit it, no doubt 

he had wife and good ends in fo doing: and as he has won. 

derfully united nis intereft, not only with the intereft of his 

obedient creatures, who never fell, but alfo with the interef 

of the redeemed from among men,—we may conelude, that 

the plan which he has actually chofen to adopt, fhall.not on 

ly promote his own glory more than any other which could 

pofitbly have been chofen,—but fhall alfo, on the whole, pro. 

mote creature happinefs more than any other fuppofabie me 

thod of regulating the univerfe. 

Some, however, feem ftrangely fhocked at this! as if they 

could be better fatisfied if we would admit that Gop had 

chofen a worfe plan than he might have chofen, than they 

<an be with our fuppofing that he has chofen the beft! Theit 

feelings are to me incomprehenfible. 

Gop has chofen to conduét the univerfe according to the 

plan which actually is executing.—This they admit. 

The plan Gop has adopted is the wifeft and the beft: it 

will advance his glory more than any other: it will produce 

a greater fum of happinefs than any other.—At this they 

marvel, and are fhocked ! 

I alfo marvel at them! and can go no farther. 

C. W. 

——-} ant 
SEN EEE TR Oe ee SUED een 

* See Edwards’s Remarks on Important Theologica 

Controverfies, p, 147, 



On the Forgiveness of Injuries: 

Wor the Virginia Religious Magazine. 

ON THE FORGIVENESS OF INJURIES, 

HE forgivenefs of injuries, taken in its genuine import, 

.a doétrine peculiar to divine revelation. It is true fome 

f the heathen philofophers, who lived before the coming of 

ur Saviour; had mentioned this do¢trine ; but they enforce 

d it by confiderations, which were likely to do more harm, 

han the doctrine itfelf could ever do good. The plan adopte 

d by thofe philofophers, was, that all human aétions were 

eceflary - that when the wicked and malicious did us an in« 

ury, they could not avoid it ; and of courfe, that they were 

more to be pitied than blamed. Could a man bring himfel€ 

o believe this ftatement of the matter, it might indeed take 

ff fomething from the edge of his refentment : but then the 

tatement itfelf, deftroys every idea of human accountability, 

land of a future retribution ; it takes away all fupport from vir-~ 

ue and piety, and relieves guilt from all its terrors. Thofe 

men who thus taught a fingle moral dutv, at the expence of all 

morality, were not great benefactors of mankind. | 

Inthe New Teftament we fhall find more correé& infor= 

mation on this fubje&t. That book inculcates the dottrines 

of human accountability, and of the juft and righteous govers 

ment of Gen, in the molt impreflive manner, and yet exhibits 

fuficient reafons for requiring us to forgive our enemies, 

and to ‘overcome evil with good.’ The few ideas which £ 

mean to fuggeft on this fubject, fhall be put down in the fol- 

lowing order—firft, [ fhall fhew what is implied in the for 

givenefs of injuries—fecondly, | fhall attempt to enforce the 

duty by a few arguments. 

To forgive an injury implies, that we retain no fecret mae 

lice again{t the perfon who had offended us ; that if we had 

him completely in our power we would not punifh him mere« 

ly for the gratification of our refentment ; and that we would 

hot bring misfortunes upon him, could we even doit by a 

fecret wifh, and without ever being known or even fufpected 

as the caufe of thofe misfortunes. This fhort definition per« 

haps, if duly attended to, might convict fome perfons not a- 

ware of their error, that they are living in the violation of a 

duty moft folemnly enjoined by the Great Head of the churcha... 

Some people fettle their contentions, becaufe it is always fod 

awkward and embarrafling to meet a profefled enemy in come. ‘a 

pany ; fometinges we bridle our paflions, becaufe afraid te 

® 
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cope with our antagonifis ; and fometimes we forego 4, 

gratification of revenge, becaule we cannot indalzge it wig 

out difcovering a temper which would iajure our reputation 

In all this there is nothing of the evangelical {pirit— the yi 

dom that cometh from above, is firit pure, then Peaceab 

ealy to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits~? » | 

Perliaps it may throw light upon this fubjee, to noti. 

fome things which are not connected with the duty unds 

confideration. Chriltian forgivenefs does not imply any lit 

tlenefs or pufilanimity of mind. A man may feel that hei 

injured ; he may form a proper eftimate of the unprinciple 

conduct of his adwerfasy ; he may not want either courags 

or prowefs to punifh the infult; and yet he may think it mon 

noble to forgive, thanto punifh. Revenge is not often nobk fl 

That revenge which leads to immediate bloodhed, an 

which muft be followed by years of contrition and remorfe, 

forts no part cf a great character ; and as to that flow malic 

which fometimes wears the mafk of friend{hip ; which alwayy 

waits to ftab in fecret ; and which carries on its meafures } 

clandeftine falfhoods and mifreprefentations, I kaow of ny 

language fufficient to exprefs its bafenefs. Upon the whol, 

the forgiving temper feems to lead to the molt honorable 

methods of fettling a difpute. 

Chriftian forgivenefs does not require a man to relinquih 

his rights. It may appear to fome, at the firlt view, that our 

Saviour contradicts this pofition in the fermon on the mount 

“Ye have heard that it hath been faid, an eye for an eye, and 

a tooth fora toothe ; but I fay unto you, that ye refilt not evil, 

but whofoever flrall fmire thee on the right cheek, turn to 

him the other alfo, and ifany man will fue the at the law and 

take away thy coat, tet him have thy cloak alfo; and whofo 

ever fhall compel thee to go a mile, go with himtwain.” But 

when due allowance is made for the figurative and proverbial 

expreffions in this paflage, it will appear that our Saviour on 

ly meant to inculcate great forbearance and moderation in 

little matters. All the incidents he has mentioned, are of 

the trivial kind ; and where the injury is of flight confe quence, 

it is much better to overlook, thanto punifh it. ‘This remark 

deferves the more attention,as almoft all the ferious quarrels in 

the world, may be traced back tovery {mall beginnings. Some 

peccadillo produced the firft coldaefs ;coldnefs prevented ex 

planation, and retaliated the offence ; and hence the accumu: 

lation of mutual provications and mutual wrongs, till tefente 

ment burfling over all bounds,vented itfelf in the moft ferious 

tonfequences. And how eafily might thofe confequence? 

have been prevented by an adaerence to our Saviour’s maxX 
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0 the 

WithMRag in the firft inflance. But to fuppofe that thefe maxims 

tong, equired the relingquifhment of important rights, would coi. 

© wif, 
radi@t other parts of the facred volume. The Apoltle Paul 

Cable requently afferted and maintained lis privileges as a Roman 

itizen, and our Saviour himielf, when he armed his difctples, 

taught them the propriety of {-lf-defence when any imports 

Unde iy ot injury Was meditated againit them. But thei the prijs 

ry lit iple of felf defenée, or of repelling force by force, fiould 

heigl sly bé carried fo far as our own fifetv, or the public good 

noti Ce 

‘pled equiress When thete ends are accompliilied, 11s tine t@ 

Ulage fume a peaceful attitude, aad leave toe door Gpea for res 

More oncillation. 
| 

0 dIe, Chriftian forgivenefs does not req rire, that we fhould tme 

and ; rudently expolc Gurfeives to the flrat yromns of artfuland m he 

Ore, MM icrous men. Llowever the maxim mav be abuled, it is Nes 

Talice rerthelefS true, that there is a wide diffrence between fofe 

l way piving and forgetting an injury. Ifa man has proven to you 

es ymthat he is not to be trufted, you thay forgive him, bat why 

Of no MMhould you trufi him egain? —if he be evidently meditating 

‘oly rour ruin, why fhould you not keep hint at a difladces ang 

rableMMtake meafures for vour own fafety ? Bat f will jutt remark 

upon this head, that when you have really Forgiven an Loyane 

quih y, and onlv remember it for your own Furdre fecurivy, Vou 

tout Mmwillact and feel towards anenemyv, iait as you would have 

punt MEdone, had you learned his character by obf-rving his condué 

, and towards others, without having felt its infu-nce yourfelf, 

evil, Chriftian forgivenefs does not require us to be gealous I@ 

rn to advancing “the intereits, or increaling the power of 2 bad 

and man, whether he had been perfonally our enemy or nots 

ofo. The influence of a bad minis fr q rently a pubtic mnistore 

But tuner and when I fee a perfon who treats relipiof with come 

bial tempt $ fets the authority of his Maker atd-fiince sand oy his 

Ons example draws multitudes into the way of ridin, is there any 

nin thing in the Bible, requiring that I (hould make mvfelf [ube 

e of fervient to his purpofes?—Or, when the hand of a righteous 

nce, Providence wag ftretcired forth to ltrip this man of his powers 

ark MP would it be irreligious on my part, to rejoice in an everte by™ 

3 it Which the kingdom of da Knets was weakened? Phe Saints 

me inthe Revelation are, more than once, reprefented as rejoice 

eX ing inthe deftruction of the wicked; and ic is though Be fome 

us commentators, that many pafiages in the Pfaims, where Dae 

nt+ MVid curfes hig enemies, and prays fortheir fuin, cught to be 

ou underitoad as proceeding from a-regard to the general good 

ces of the Church, Bat this ieads us upon delicate cround + Che 

axe aiiples of this kind are liable to great albbufe, and ought never 

1 ¢ 
A 4 ta be Guoted without tnuch caution, A Goal for the glow of 

Gop aad the good OF the Churett, vas been made tae pree 
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text, not only for a great dant of ill nature and merofenefg, 

but fer innumerable perfecutions : Let it therefore be re. 

membered, that the imprecations of David are not examples 

for our imitation, and could not have been juftified, even in 

him, had he not forefeen, by a prophetic fpirit, that the cha. 

raciers aguinit whom they were vented, would never be res 

claimed, but would continue to harrafs the Church, until dif. 

abled by the fulfilment of thofe imprecations. Let | it alfo be 

remembered, that we are to rejoice in the fall of a bad man; 

not becaufe he is deftroyed, but becaufe he 1s,divelted of the 

power of deftroy ing others. Let me fuppofe 2 perfonage 

yuvefled with all the power, which birth, and wealth, and 

mifapplied talents, can give him: he takes his ftand by the 

narrow way that leads to /:fe, and annoys every Pilgrim who 

is travelling the road to ‘ZLion—he difcourages many, and 

keeps many back from the way of rightcoutnefs—At laft the 

jaltice of Heaven fpeaks, and the proud oppreffor is no 

more! Yourejoice—not becaule he ts ruined, but becaufe the 

fares are broken which he had {pread for the ruin of others, 

But we may fometimes rejoice at the fall of a bad man, when 

it would not be lawiul to defire, much lefs to haften it, 

Whilit there is life there is hope. The counfels of Heaver 

ate unfearchadle, and who knows but the perfecuting infidel 

thay become achild of grace. This event Divine Provi- 

Cence is able to accomplilh, and it would be extremely grate- 

fulto every Chritian. Upon the whole, our Saviour affords 

us the fafett teft of real Chriftian forgivenefs: ‘© Pray for 

thole who defjitefally ufe you and perfecute you.” Ufe this 

teft, and you will not err; for, although you may conftrain 

yourteif to do an a& of external kindnefs to am enemy, you 

have no malice againft that man for whom you can fincerely 

pray. The requent ufe of this teft I would carneftly recom: 

mend to every reader; when you lie down at night, or rife 

inthe morning, think of your acquaintance, and particularly 

of thofe with whom your interetis have clafhed. Can you 

fincerety recommend them to the tender mercies of Gop? If 

youcan, you may then venture to pray for yourfelf; but if not 

vo Ml reoa d iniquity in your heart, and the Lord will not hear 

yeite How can you afk forgivenefs for ten thoufands talents, 

if you will not forgive your brother one hundred pence? 

‘thefe obLfervations mult fuffice for the firft part of the fub- 

yect—we fhail now proceed to enforce the duty under coni- 

, eration by a few ar guments. 

1. And ion the firft place, the forgivenefs of injuries is cal- 

u to promote cur own peace of mind, Revenge 1s 2 

“sinful padion, even when moft fuccefsful in its gratificationy 
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but when difappointed it becomes exceffively tormenting, 

Jealouly has been by way of eminence called the “injured 

lover’ s Hell!” It may be the moft furious and dif Lr2éti ing of 

aii the paffions ; but for my part, if | wilhed to paint a man 

as completely miferable, 1 would reprefent him as filled with 

malice and revenge, whilft his enemy could hold him at de- 

fiance ; circumvent him in every pofition; and fruftrate all 

his purpofes.— Unfuccefsful malice againit that Almighty 

Being, who defeats all their [chemes, and holds them in ever 

lafting chains, is fuppofed to conflitute a principal part of the 

mifery of the damaed in Hell. Malice on earth, is not fa 

tormenting, becaufe it probably does not rage with equal fu. 

ty, and is not fo uniformly bafled ; and yet, even here, a vine 

dictive fpirit 1 is among the bi tterell portions which can fall to, 

any man’s lot. 

2. A forgiving temper is the beft means of fecuring peace 

with the world. Bad as the world is, it frequently poys ref- 

ect to virtue, and when it fees a peaceabie, upright and 

ufeful man, bearing with patience, aad yet with dignity the 

wrongs of the malignant and the foolilh ; it will be very like- 

ly to take part with him againit his enemies, even the ene 

mies of fuch aman will frequently relent, A German cler- 

gyman once faid he could make the worlt of men a good. 

neighbour, when afked how he would do it, he repired,~* af 

he does me an injury [ will take no notice of it at the time, 

but embrace the firft Speerconity ef doing him a kindnefs.. 

Fhis experiment,’ faid he, ‘1 have cftenhad occafion to make, 

andit never failed. Now, difmiffing fulfe pride, and confult- 

ing only reafon ; let me afk, whether thig conduct is not more 

conducive to peace of mind, and foundnefs of contcience ; 

whether it is not even more dignified and noble, and better 

ealculated to conciliate the efteem of all wife men, than if he 

had fhed his neighbour’s blood in a duel, You may per haps 

think, that this example is only fit jer aciergyman to imi- 

tate; but let metell you, that it ilultrates amaxim which 

the Apoftle inculcates upon ail: if thine enemy hunger feed 

him, if he thirft give him drink ; for in fo doing, thou thale 

heap coals of fire upon his head. What a pity it is, that the. 

exp eriments which this maxim of the Apolile points, was not 

oftener tried ; and how much does the prefeat flate of the 

world call for it? The human family by thy righteous quag-. 

ment of Heaven, have become the children of « ai étion? We 

inhabita land, conde mned to bring forth briers and thorns? 

We are dust, and unte dust we. shall return, From the ape 

pointed order of things, or rather from the jult aifpleafure of 

ub, we derive trouble, and forrew, and lubor, ang bereave- 

_s 
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rent, and difeppointment enough. But when man forgeting 

to de good and to relieve the wants oi his brethren, fets hi 

{. ifte wor k milchief ; when his mouth hecomes full of curfin 

and bitterneis, and his feet are (wilt to fhed blood ; then it ig 

that che condition cf our vature becomes truly deplorable, 

Thefe evils can be corre éted, only by attending to the wife 

precepts of the Gofpel, ard learning to forgive one another ; 

fome may apprehend that the worla is too degenerate to be 

fo much «Seeted by the proper exercife of chriflian forgive. 

wets, as thefe of ferveationa feem to fuppofe ; but I believe 

they are millaken——-an unreipected kindnefs, and efpecially 

s hen it comes from one who had been treated as an ecREMY, 

wil make fome imprefficn onthe worfl of men, 

3. Another argument in favor of a forgiving temper, ig 

that we have much to be forgiven ourfelves; at this I glan. 

cod before, but it deferves more particular attention. ‘I his 

argumen{ is ftated with great force by our Saviour in the para. 

ble of ths fe rvant, who had been forgiven ten thoufand talents; 

but wito immediately afterwards went out, caught his, fellow. 

dervant by the throat, and threw him into prifon, becaufe he 

could net pay him ana hundred pence, In reading this para- 

ble, we are lomewhat reheved by the thought, that it is a pae 

rable ; for we could hardly beer to think, that ‘fuch an ine 

fiance of cruelty fhould ever exiilin real life ; but it is only a 

fo cble reprefentation of the bafene fs of his condu&, who ex. 

pecisto goto Heaven by anact of grace, and refufes to fore 

give his i low creatures their trefpatl sagain{gt him. 

4 Another argument in favor of chriflian forgivenefs, 

is, that the wickedneis ofthe wicked returns with ten-fold 

weight upon their own heads, and eventually hurts none but 

themlchves. Have the wicked mifreprefented the ‘impro- 

piiciies or defects of your charaéter ? Well, although their 

condyét in that cafe be inexcufeabie, you may derive leffons 

of wiftom fromit. It is true they have given you an agras 

vated pidlure of yowfolf, but the very agravation of your 

foib)s will make you thing the more about them, and re¢tify 

them the fooner, A friend would have touched the wound too 

Hightly to be felt. An enemy is often our beft reprover, and 

howewer bad his motives, we ought to forgive that enemy 

when the advanwoge ia al ourown, Bat do your enemies af 

fautt you withous any caufe‘or provocation? Then you have 

no cauit either cf alarm oranger, A found chiracter js not ea. 

fily hurt ; truth will perhaps prevail at laft. But above all, your 

Fic as eniv Father has engaged, that alf things thall work toges 

ther for your good. But remember, the wicked man is the 

woifk enemy tv himielf, and his day iscoming. When the 

~. 
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Pfalmift went to the fanftuarv of Gop, then he underftood the 

eid of the wicked. “ Surely thou didft fet them in flippery 

places, thou caltedit themdawn into deftruction—as adream 

when one awaketh, fa O Lord, when thou awakett thou fhalg 

defpife their image.” Now fuppofe, you faw a blind man 

{tauding on a flippery place at the verge of a precipice, where 

po bottom had ever been found; the malicious wretch was 

wantonly attempting to injure every paffenger ; but you faw 

that his feet would foon flide, and he thould fall, whence he 

would never arife—Would, you think him an obje& of 

relentment orof pity ? Lhis gives but a faint reprefentation of 

the folly and wretchednefs of the wicked, wnillt they are pere 

fecuiing the rig iteous. 

ihe foregoi: 1g remarks are intended to fhew to Chriftiang, 

the propriety a forgiving the enemies of religion whatever 

injuries may be fuftained from them: but if contentions 

ficuid ariie between thofe who profets, and wifh to promote 

the fame religion ; the greater part of :hefe arguments would 

apply to their cafe alfo, and many more might be added. Let 

fuch characters ref-¢t, that they expedtto live together 13 

Heaven ; there mult be 4 animofity there—-and why thould 

they fall ouc by the way? Let them alforefle, how deepa 

wound their conduct may infi:ét on the caufe of religion? 

Their contention may harden the profane, and prove a ftum- 

bling block to multitudes. Corfiderations of this kind«de- 

ferve the wttention of Chriftians of different denominations, 

as Weil as of different members in the fame focieties. C.. . 
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ON THE ExtS STezNCHK OF DEITY. 

HE mot obvious argument for the exiftence of Gob, is 

drawn from the works of creation. If the nasal world is 

an effect,it mult have a caufe—ifit difcovers marks of defigu 

it mutt have an intelligent caufe. 

In oppofition to this argument, appear the dodirines of A-« 

riftotke and Epicurus—- Che former, holding the world to be 

eternal—the latter, that it was produced by chance. | 

The Arittotalians te us, that fomething muft have exifte 

ed from eternity ; and if fomething, why not all iadaed 

They fay, it is as eafy to fuppofe the eternal exiftence of mate 

‘ter, as the eternal exiftence of mind. 

The eternity of the world is a do&rine, that in its own 

Rature nevey can be deduced from reafon, nor alcsertained 
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from hiftory—There is no natural neceffity for the eternity of 

matter ; and if it is eteraal, there is no poffibility of an eter. 

nal hiftory or tradition. , 

But on the other hand, both reafon and tradition may 

come in as witnefles againft the eternity of the world. , 

1. ‘Ihe firft argument for the creation of the world, may 

be drawn from the general belief of mankind, and the tradi. 

tion of nations ; that the world had a beginning, wae held by 

the Magi of Perfia—the Brachmins of India—the Gymno. 

fophilts of Egypt—generally by the philofophers of Greece and 

KRome—and is confirmed by revelation, in the Mofaic acy 

¢gunt ofthe creation. 

Here we may remark on this head, that mankind do not 

generally unite in affenting to any doétrine, without fomethin 

to produce this aflent, this would be fuppofing an effect-with- 

cutacaufe. = = | 

4. ‘Lhe prefent form of the world. notwithflanding the 

continual defluction of the particles of matter, would be a 

fuficient argument for the creation of the world were there 

nO equivalent circulation ; and were it certain that the world 

never {uffered any transformation.— As to the circulation or 

refluence of particles, it may be obferved, that there is no 

eliablifhed law of nature for it; aud, that as it oppofes the 

Saw of gravitation, which is uniform, it muft in lefs than an 

eternity be overcome. If matter be eternal, its laws and pro- 

pertics muft be eternal.— Now it would be abiurd to fuppofe 

an eternal tendency of the particles of matter to {phericity 

withoutacquiring it, 

Moreover, to fay that the world muft{ have been tranf- 

formed, fo as to account for its prefent appearances ; is mak- 

ing a fuppofition which is never an argument. — 

3. When we confider the folar fyftem, how complicated 

and «regular; and efpecially when we confider that there is 

not an exact balance in the oppofite powers which preduce 

the revolutions of the planets, particularly of the moon ; it 

muft appear evident, that this fy {tem cannot be eternal. 

4. If we confider the vaft quantity of particles of light 

which flow from the fun, we muit confefs that this emana- 

tion could not be eternal, and confequently that the fun could 

not be eternal; or we muft deny the materiality of thefe 

particles—Any theory for fupplying the fun with fuel or fub- 

iiance, 1s mere hypothefis, and caunot therefore be of any 

weight, = 

5. Af the world be eternal, it muft exift through neceffity, 

bui there is no neceflity for the exiftence of matter. 

there is no neceffity for the prefent exiftence of the world, 

bec 
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becaufe we can fuppofe its non exiftence.—It might 

now be ftrack out of exiftence without any contradic. 

tion—There is no phyfical necefity for the prefent ftruCture 

of the univerfe, nor for the cohefion of the particles of mat- 

ter; becaufe the prefent form of the univerfe, as well as the 

union of material things; may ceafe without any violation uf 

the laws of matter— [here 1s no quality in matter which ime 

plies neceffary exiltence ; if there is, it would be welt 

for the eternalifts totellLus what itis! [t is not mobility, die 

vifibility, nor folidity, for thefe qualities imply noneceflity. 

6. Ifthen the idea of mere matter does not imply necese 

fary exiftence— much lefs does matter which bears the marks 

of defigzn—Detign is not attached to the idea of neceflary 

exiftence.—Any thing which bears fo tiany marks of final 

caufes as the world, mult have an intelligent caufe. : 

7. tis eafy to prove that the prefent race of men are not 

eternal.—Hiftory informs us of a period when arts and fci- 

ences were in their infancy—And it is evident, that greater 

advances have been made for the laft 3000 years, than ever 

were made before. : 

If man exilted from eternity, how did it come that his pow: 

ers only began to unfold fo lately. 

We cannot eafily folve this difficulty, without fuppofing 

the human race to have flept feveral thoufand years ; and by 

that means to have forgotten all their former knowledge.— 

But there are no human productions extant, no works of art; 

no fvftems of fcience—No monumental in{fcriptions to mark 

the great antiquity of the human race. 

But if it is abfurd to fuppofe the world eternal, it is much 

more abfurd to fuppofe it produced by chance. 

1. Chance ts nothing ; and to fav that nothing could pro 

duce a world, isto fay that an effect can be produced without 

a caufe. 

Some; howéver, account for the exiftence of the world up- 

dn mechanical principles, and the agency of natural laws— 

But this hypothefis takes for granted two things which cannot 

be proved, to wit : that matter exifted from eternity, and that 

the laws of matter in its prefent {tate belonged to it in its as 

tomic ftate. 

As to the firft pofition itis without proof, and moft of the are 

guments againft the eternal exiftence of the world, willoperate 

againft the eternal exiftence of matter—But fuppofing them 

‘to have exifted, they muft have been either in a tate of mos 

tion orreft. If in a ftate of reft, they mult have required fome- 

thing to put them into motion; fome eXtrinfic power—If 

they exifted in a ltate of uniform motion, (and an eternal irre- 
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gular motion would be inconceiveable) there muft have bees 

fome ¢x:ra power to have changed that motion, 

But the abfurdities of the Kpicurian fvilem are as numes 

rous as the atoms which form their world 

The belt argument againit this fcheme, is drawn from the 

order, the harmony, and marks cf defign, which appear in 

creation, Ghaice can never produce order, nor regularity, 

A Painter may,’ by art and defiga, delineate the varioug 

members of a horfe—-but we never heard of a drop of paint 

falling on paper, and by efante producing the picture of a 

horfe, with his limbs, mane, ears, tail, and ail ia their proper 

places, and in due proportions, 

i remember to have read of a fhip,s company being caft on 

oneof the fonthern iflands, of which they knew nothi:.g previe 

ous to their landing, upon difcovering a mathematical figure 

drawn on the fand, they linmedtately concluded that tie iil 

and was inhabited. 

We naturally infer, pot ontv the exiftence of the caufe from 

the effect, but allo the charaGler of the caufe. When we {cé 

a book contatning demonttrations of mathematical propofitie 

ons, we conclude at once, that the author was a mathematicie 

wo. A watch gives us the idea of a mechanic, and fuppofes 

ertand defign ; nor did any one ever dream of iuch a machin 

being produced by chance. But man is a more complicated 

machine than a watch; he contains more fprings of attion, 

andwould be infinitely harder to organize. But if chance, 

aided by the laws nature, ever produced an antmal; why dd 

fe never producea watch oraclick, which are fomuch leis 

compicx. 

Some modern writers have endeavored to account for the 

exiftence of the world upon principles fimilar to thofe of 

Epicurus. 

Lhey fay, the whole of chaos, confifting of elaflic partte 

cles, exploded at once, and difperfed it’s atoms throggh ins 

finite foace in every direCtion, when tne fudden attraction of 

phlogiltic particles, in almoft an inftant, formed an infinity of 

funs.— This fudden concatenation brought together a multi« 

tude of heterogeneous particles, which becoming rarified, 

caufed fun quakes ot explofions, by which large bodies of 

matter, that is to fay, the primary planets, Were thrown out, 

aad by means of oreater friGiion on one fide than the other, 

us they fled from the fur, they acquired the diurns! metion 

e—and beivg then in a fluid tate, they foon acquired a fpherte 

cal form, 

Thefe huge mafics as they became cool exploded, and 

threw ont their moons, and the attendant vapours becoming 
eo ry " ¥ ‘ << } . + ; oo” > . > ; L *% Y } ’ “4 condcafled, retired into the iflures and iermed the oceans. -* 
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Doétor Darwin has exoreff:d this theorv in a few lines, 

ftem of deed it m: akes a better igure in a poem, thanin a fya 

and in ;hilofopay: 

** Attoniih’d chaos heard the potent word— 

 Phro’ all his realms ch- Risdling ether runs, 

& And the mafs {tarts into a million Suns.— 

** Harths rouad each Sin, with quick explofion burkt, 

a ‘a fecond plang ts fue from the fi-tt 

6 Tien rofe the continent, and funk the val 

si 1 Aad fj erth’s huge fyhere exploding burtt in twain. 

** While from it’s vapourous air condens’d by cold, 

*: Defcending torrents into Oceans roll’d.” &c, as 

But this fyitem, if it involved‘ no other abfurdity, yet i€ 

never will account for the projectile motion of the planets.—« 

Centril. igal and centripetal direétioas may be accounted for, 

by the known taws of matter—oxpulfion might drive a planet 

off. and attraction bring it back agiin—but by what combi- 

nation of forces, or by what law of matter, can a body be force 

ed out of the line both of attraction and expulfion, without 

any new power applied? ? 

In all thefe theories then ts wanti: 1g fome (pring of action, 

fome primum mobile, to fet th: whole in motion—Great pains 

have been taken by fome Philofophers to fuperfede the ne- 

cefity of Divine Agency, but we will find, by examining 

their fyftems, even bv human reafon, that in the literal fenfe 

of the word, itis thé fool who hus saidin his hevrt, there is 

no Gop. 

Syrataci-Pace 229. for * inatter’ read * atoms.’ 
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RELIGIOUS INVELLiIGENCE, 

“es 

Extra& of alecter from a Mssionary to his friend in Rocke 

bridze county, 
r 

REVEREND AND DEAR SIR, 

AVING now performed my tour through the weftern 

Ln of Virginia, I fhall give you my views of ta ftate of Ree 

igion in that part of the itate. The revival waich cominenc. 

ed in Bath county, on the waters of Greenbrier river, about the 

firft of the year 1804, has excited general attention. and a par- 

ticular account of the origin and progrefs of it, will no doubt, 

be agreeable to you. Z 

Ps 
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In a fettlement called the Head of Greenbrier, forty milo 

above the Little-Levels. There are a few characters whe 

engaged in religion fome years fince, durtng a former revi« 

val in Virginia ; asis ufually the cafe; where the means of 

grace are not difpenfed ; they grew cold in religion, and the 

divine {park was almott fmothered by worldly cares. Near 

the clofe of the year 1803, fome of them hearing of revivals 

in various parts of the world, became very folicitous that 

God would dofumething for them and their neighbours, whe 

were living ignorant of Gop, and carelefs about their immor- 

tal fouls—Accordingly fome of them, propofed that they 

fhouid appoint focial meetings, for prayer, finging, and read. 

ing fuch religious traéts as they might think ufeful. Bue 

difficulties and objeCtions were {till thrown in the way, which 

prevented fociety from being introduced, till New-Year’s 

day, 1804. At the firft meeting, ferious attention and {fo 

lemn engsgednefs were difcovered in almoft every one. The 

hearts of Gob’s people were deeply affected with a lively 

hope that He waa about.to do fomething for them in their dee 

flitute ftate. Thefe meetings were well attended. Numbers 

began ferioufly to enquire, what they thould do to be faved? 

~ While fome were brought to praife Gop ior his mercy, is 

viliting them in their deftitute fituation, and bringing theif 

fouls from a ftate of nature, to a ftate of grace. 

ln the Litle-Levels, about the 20th of March, the reviz 

val begah there in the family of — {t appears that the 

Divine Being had previeufly prepared him for the event: 

Home months before, he felt great. engagednefs in religion ; 

and a flrong belief that God would vilit his neighborhood, al- 

the gh de itute of the public means of grace. 

One cveung, having collected his family for the purpofe 

of wortkip, they began to fing fome Hymns—At the clofe 

of one he funk down in his chair, under a deep fenfe of divine 

things. Shortly after four of his family fell, on which oc- 

celion their minds were much aff-Gted+-Some praying that 

Gop would have mercy on them, while others lamenting 

in bitternifs of foul, their lof{ and undone ftate by nature 

and practice. 

Uuder thefe circumftances they thought proper to call im 

their neighbours, fome of whom were affeGed ; at that time, 

in the fume way both in body and mind. ‘Thus the revival 

ef religion began, which has fpread and prevailed till this 

time. 

Va ious bodily agitations have accompanied this work, 

fuch as follimg, leaping, jerking, &c.—But the people, as 

bar as L had the opportuuity of cosiverfing with them, put 
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pe dependence in them as evidences of religion, —It may be, 

and prebably-is the cafe, that fome elteem them more highly 

than they ought. But this will not appear flrange when we 

attend to their fituation, previous to the prefent out-pouring 

of the fpirit among them. They confidered themfeives as 

brought up io almoft total ignorance of the Gofpel—The Sab- 

bath was fpent in wickednefs, or idle amufement, inftead of 

religious duties. The expreffions of many who are fubjedts 

of the bodily exercife, manifefted that the fpirit of God is at 

work on their hearts. It is very common to hear finners lae 

menting with bitternefs their violations of God’s laws, and, 

the neglect of their foul’s falvatii@.m—Thofe who have re- 

ceived the comforts of Chriftians, fhew by their conduct 

and expreffions, the gratitude of heart they fcet towards 

Gop, for fhewing mercy to them through a Saviour. 

The change that has taken placé generally where thig 

work has prevailed, is very pleafing ;—formeriy, when they. 

collected together, drinking, {wearing, horfe-racing, fight. 

ing and fuch hke pradlices, were common among them— But 

now, as I am told, you will feldom fee one puriuing any of 

thefe practices. Thofe who make no pretenfions to religion, 

ftill appear under great reftraint. 

The bodily exercife, which has lately accompanied revi- 

vals in the Welftern and Southern ftates, has much pérplex- . 

ed the pious Chriltian, and fpeculative philofopher. £ fhall 

not pretend to fay any thing about the outward appearance— 

One thing I believe there is fometimes conne@led- with 

thefe bodily exercifes, a heart work begun and carried on ; for 

which many will have caufe to blefs God throughout eternity. 

As Chriftians we ought to rejoice in this, and pray the King 

of Zien that he would ftill ride forth conquering and to gon 

qeer. 

99° eee hae yA ot dh RE See dpe A 
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FROM TME LONDON EVANGELICAL MAGAZINE, 

MEMOIR OF THE LATE REY. J. BROWN OF 

HADDINGTON, 

E love an author, from whofe worcs our minds have 

derived pleafure and improvement: we wilh to be introduc: 

ed to intimate acquaintance with him, that we may fce him 

an the undrefs of life, and mark the genuine difpofitions of his 

Beart, ‘To gratify a defire fo reafonable,.is certain! proper. 
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In the prefent cafe, it appears to be, in fome degree, necef. 

fary ; for the felf-denial which difiipguifhes all Nir. B’s wrie 

tings,—the narrative which he hath given of bimfelt, pubs 

lifhed in hia Sele@ Ke mains.—and the flrong terms in which 

he utters the deep fenfe he cherifhed of his finfi:lnels efpes 

cially when dving. feemed to throw a veil over his real cha. 

racier, and conceal bis tpir.tucl excellencies. The truth 

of the following account, iv which fome particulars will ap. 

pear fingular, it is believed, will readily be admitted by all 

his brethren in the min ftry, who were in habits of intimacy 

with him during his life, and now furvive him in the vineyard 

of the Lord. 

In learning, his attainments were eminent: they correfs 

pended with the infatiable ardour of his \oung mind after 

general knowledge. His acqueintance with*Muropean lane 

guages will aftonith our minds, when we confider, that, exe 

cepung the {pace of one fingie month, he was his own teaches 

er. Hie relidbed the beauties of the Latin poets; but of the 

Greek, and efpecially of the Hebrew language, his know. 

ledge was extenfive, accurate, and criticai. He eculd read 

and tranfiate the French, the Italian, the German, the Arae 

bic, the Peifian, the Syriac, and the Kthiopic, Though he 

underfitood the Newtonian {yftem, and was not unacquainte 

ed with the different theories of the human mind, conneéted 

with the fcience of morals, his fevourite fudy wae Divinity ; 

and in fublerviency to this, the hiftory of nations. and of the 

church of Gop. He made an abridgement of the whole of 

the Ancient Univerfal Hittory, In Divinity, he perufed 

chiefly the writings of the bett -old civines, as I urrentine, 

Pidlet, Maftricht, Owen—and of the moderns, Belton, Fre 

fkine, Hervey. Bus, above all, he ftudicd the oracles of Gon, 

Indeed, his acquaintance with the Bible was fingular, Scl- 

dom was a texi quoted, but he could accurately repeat it exe 

plain its meaning. and ftate its connexion. 

In piety, he was eminently heavenly. minded ; praver was 

his delight. Befides the regular devotions ofthe clofet, he 

appeared often engoged in ejaculations to, his Father in 

Heaven ; particularly, when he was compefing or medl- 

tating on his fermons, He frequently fet apart a morne 

ing for extraordinary prayer, and often called together 

his domeftics to family fafting, or thankfgiving. “Though 

few more tenderly fympathized with the affiicied, yet he 

was fcaree ever feen to weep, except from the deep ime 

pre tions of divine truth on his own heart, or from com- 

pafien for perithing fouls. Bodily pain, and the death of 

relations, he endured without thedding a tear ; but when 

he 
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he was warning finers of their danger, and befeeching 

them to be reconciled unto Gop, the emotions of his heart 

generally overcame his fiimnefs, and frequently checked 

his utterance. 

He was a confcientious obferver of the Lord’s Day. To 

converfe on the common. affairs of life, or even on the 

mere externalg and trivial matters of the church, he cons 

fidered as uniuitable to the {piritual exercifes of the day, 

and offewfive to Gon. As he would not allow himfelf 

to fay or do what he conceived to be inconfiitent with 

the fan¢éliftcation of that holy day, fo he endeavowied ta 

reftrain ali within his houfe from fuch practices. 3 

lu converiaiion, it was evident to every body, that his 

conilant aim was to r:form, and to edily. He feldom 

gave an opinion on political fubjecis, or at all intermeds 

dled with them. ‘bhe remarks which he made, when o« 

thers mtioduced fubj-c's ct that natuve, were ufually re. 

ligious. Initead of exprefling approbaticn, or of pafling 

ceniure on the conduct of our rulers. he tried to lead the 

attention to the operations of Providence, which manae 

ges ail things fo: the honor of \ Gop, and the welfare of 

his ‘church, Lhe fubject of miniiters’ ftipends he aifo 

ftudioully avoided 1m converfation; knuwing that they who 

officiate im iacred things, lic too frequentiy, howtver Une 

defervediy, under the odium of being mercenary men j 

and that icw things tend more to hinder the peoples edie 

fication, than a fufpicion that their miniller’s leading ob. 

ject is woridly gain. ihe proceedings of the ecciefiafti- 

cal courts, he ieldom fpake of to private Chriflians ; and 

the imprudent behaviour of any of their members, he 

carefully concealed. He could rot fee how the mentione 

ing of thefe thirgs could any way promote the real {pie 

ritual profit of his people. 

Through ftedfaft faith in the divine promifes, he feems 

to hive attained to an habitual evennefs of mind, fe as 

never to be much tranfported with joy, or much deprefled 

with forrow. Jn him the promife was evidently fulfilled ; 

. They wilt keep him in perfect peace, whese mind ie siayed on 

Thee, becaue he trustcth in Thee. On one Occafion, hears 

ing a molt tremendous peal of thunder, he faid, with much 

_pleafant feremiry, * Thav’s the love-whifper of my Gon.” 

For fome years before his death he took peculiar delight 

in reading and abridging the Lives and Experiences of feri- 

ous Chriftians. . 

.. During his laftillnes he difcovered a remarkable thank, 

ful frame of mind for the fmallefl favour or afiflance given 
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to him; and fo entirely fatisfied was he with the difpenfati, 

ons cf Providenee, that for three or four months betore he 

died, he was never heard to utter a peevifh word. A ie 

In diligence he was unwearied. In fummer, he rofe be. 

tween four and five in the morning ; in winter, at fix ; and 

profecuted his ftudies tll eight in the evening. . The hours 

which thoufands wafte in fleep, he bufily employed in prayer, 

in reading, or writing. Formal vilits he difrelifhed; and 

often faid he would much rather compofe a fermon, than 

{pend an bourinthefe. His people knew his difpofition ; and 

{feldom invited him out, or calledon him, without fome er. 

rand of importance. The number of his publications isa 

proof of his diligence ; efpecially as he was accuttomed te 

write his manulcripts feveral times over, and never em. 

ployed an amanuensis s nor were his minifterial labours ever 

relaxed. Betides expounding a part of Scripture, he preach. 

ed three fermons every Lords’ Day, excepting a fhort while, 

inthe depth of winter, During the months, when, as Pro. 

feifor of Divinity under the affoctate Synod, he was enga. 

ged in teaching the ftudents, and his pulpit was fupplied by 

his brethren, he frequently weat a confiderable number of 

miles, and preached to a congregation for whom no fermon 

had been provided. He vifited, minifterially, every family 

of his church once a year, and twice a year catechifed them ; 

befides his frequent inftructions, often weekly, given to the 

children. | 

In charity he was exemplary. His income was indeed 

fmall ; but with what he had, it was his aim to do good to all, 

efpecialy to the houfhold of faith. It was his opinion, that 

every man is bound to devote at leaft the tenth part of his ine 

come to pious ufes; and, though he had a numerous family, 

he often exceeded this proportion. He exereifed a degree of 

economy in expences on his own perfon, which fome of his 

brethren thought to be extreme, It appeared clearly, howe- 

ver, that his foie objec in this frugality of expenditure on 

himfelf, was, thathe might be the more enabled to give to him 

that needed. His alms were frequently accompanied with 

good counfels, that while the bodv was fupplied, the falvation 

of the foul might not be neglected. To poor congregations, 

who requefted a colleétian from his people, rather than but- 

then them (5eing {mall in number, and generally poor) he 

f«veral times fent confiderable fumes out of his own pocket. 

YVrequently did he make the widow’s heart to fing for joy ‘s 

while the ftream ran in a channel fo concealed, that the 

ipring was newer difcovered, fave by the family whofe 

Withcered garden was refrefhed by ite waters, 
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Asa minifter, he was a faithfu! and humble fervant of our 

_ Jefus Chrift. He poffeffed a peculiar talent in preach< 

difcourfes which tended to awaken the conieience and 

pai the heart. But his greateft pleafure was to publith 

the glad tidings of falwation, and the free accefs which fins 

ners, even the chief, have to the Saviour. His urgent rea- 

fonings with Edeers. on Gov’s behalf, will not foon be fors 

gotten by thofe who heard thems He pole ffed a happy turn 

of mind in choofing fubje@s of fermons that fuited the [peci- 

al occurrences of Providence towards the nation in general, 

or the circumftances of his own congregation in particulars 

Though his learning was very confiderable; he never made 

afhew of it in the pulpit. His obj-é was iiot to exalt hims 

feif, but that Saviour whom Gop delightech t> honour; and 

to bring down, as far as poffible, the great trutlis of religion. 

to the level of common capacities. Ile often repeated Arche 

bifhop Uther’s faying—“ [t will take all our learning to make 

things plain.” Great was his boldnefs and fidelity in addreff- 

ing pannsisiecil fouls. A refpe€table Englifh divine, who about 

thirty years ago heard ‘ete for fome-time in hisown meete 

ing-houfe, fays, “Lf well remember a fearchingfermon he 

preached from thefe words, What went ye out for to see, Sea 

—Although at that time I had no experimental acquaintance 

with the truth as itis in Jefus, yet his grave appearance im the 

pulpit, his folemn, weighty, and energetic way of {peaking, 

ufed to affe& me very much. Certainly his preaching was 

clofe, and his addrefs to the eonicience pungent. Like his 

Lord and Mafter, he [pake with authority and hallowed pas 

thos, having himfelf tafted the fweetnels, and felt the powér 

of what he delivered.” if the fiyle of his printed fermons 

fhould not pleafe the more polifhed reader, his own con- 

gregation will atteft, that fuch was the earnelt manner of his 

delivery, as to make it {carcely poflible to hear him, and not 

be deeply and ferioufly aff- &ed. Avowed infidels have 

fometimes been ftruck with this, and though they laughed at 

others,—when they heard him, were forced to liften with 

gravity and deep attention. He was never backward to 

preach, if finners were willing to hear. Intftead of reckoning 

it a burden, he accounted it a grace given to him to preach 

to the Gentiles the unlearchable riches of Chrift. It was his 

ufual practice, both before and after he came from public 

“worthip, to retire to his clofet and pour out his heart in pray 

er. J rifling converfation at any time, but efpecially afier 

being engaged in the folemnities of Chriflian wor‘hip, he pe 

culiarly detefted. In vifiting the fick, he was very ir rduifricus, | 

His vifits were never tedious; but, accoruiug to his oppor 
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tunity, frequent. When any of his people werein affliction, 

he vifited them immediately. if pofhole, an being informed; 

nor was he backward to fhewtympathy to thofe of other de. 

nominations, when told that his vilit would be accep’ able, 

His public prayers were commonly thort, except on days. of 

faiting and than!giving ; and then n= p a ed with fuch fer. 

vour aod importunity, as 4 id aremirka»yie tendency to ele, 

wate the devotions of his f-llow worihipperss 

None more earneltiy wiih-d the {prea ling of the bleffed 

Gofpel. He gladly untertook many long aid fevere jour. 

nies to congregations dellitute of pattors,; wnere he might 

have accefs, to preach the glad tidings of falvation. He 

greatly rejoiced in the fuccels of Brainerd, and other Miffie 

onaries ; and often in preaching, when his fabject would ade 

; ynit, defcanted with much pleafure on Miffions to the Heas 

then world. Of this he was peculiarly fond, a few vears be. 

fore his death. Meetings for prayer and feligious converfas 

tion. he laboured to encourage, not merely by recomarend. 

jog them from the pulpit, but by frequently attending them 

himfeif, TVhofe inthe town, he vifited, if poffible, once a: 

week; thofe in the country, as often as he had opportunity,. 

P-r(ons weak in knowledge, who attended them, he kindly 

encouraged, by fhewing refpect to fuch remarks as they made 

‘ on divine truths. 

fe | Kacly religion he warmly preffed. Sometimes he preachs © 

: ed a fermon, ora courfe of fzrmons, to the young, and, in 

the application of his other difcourfes, he frequently intro 

duced an exiortation tothem. He often catechifed them, 

either in the fchools, or in the meeting-houfes ; and feldom 

met with voung perfons but he introduced fome obfer- 

vationsr {peGling the mifery of their natural ftate, and the 

method of recovery by the Rede-omer. S veral of thefe hints 

feem to have had » good ff-c. For fome years, a meets 

ing of feven or eight children was held in his manfe,* 

for prayer, praife; and {piritual conference: and though it 

was commonly on Saturday evenings, he frequently left his 

ftudies for haif an hour, went into the little religious foctety, 

converfed familiarly with them, and, after giving them good 

counfels, recommended themto Gob, in prayer, while the 

dear voung ones were kneeling afound., 

He met with trials from the irregular behaviour of fome 

few members of his church ; but when any fell into open and 

* The Pursonaze-houses 
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heinous tranfgreffions, it grieved his fpirit fo much, as not 

uofrequently to deprive hiat of his nigit’s ret. When he 

underitood that differences exilted between members of the 

church, he made it his bufinefs to have them f{peedily re 

moved; and was particularly a‘tive this way, efpecially in 

View of the difpenfation of the Lord’s Supper. 

His fuccefs in the. miniitry was very conlilderable. In his 

own coagregation, it is hoped, that a number claimed him 

for their {piritual father; and that others acknowledged him 

to be the helper of their faith and joy. Nor was it at homé 

only tnat he was ini{tru nental in doing good to fouls; in varie 

ous parts of the country where he had accefs to preach, there 

were feals of his miniftry. It is true, the fuccets was fre 

quently hid from himfelf; and while his Matter fecured the 

honour of making the word efficacious, he left the fervant to 

cry, “[ have aecared | in vain; I have (pent my frength for 

nought, and invaia.” His natural mode (ty prevented him 

from cultivating acqitaintance with many who valued his 

writings. He was honoured however, with thé correfoone 

dence of the late Rev. Meffrs. John Mafon, of New-York 3 

Annan, of Bolton; Archibald Hall, of Well-Street, Lon- 

don; with that alfo of the Rev. Mr. Philips, late of Sarum 

the Rev. Mr. Simeon, of Cambridge ; the late Countefs of 

H. tating Lon, and others. He received a kind and earnelt ine 

Vitation from the Dutch chureh inthe province of New-York, 

to be their tutor in divinity. This invitation, as well as his 

corre{poadence with the excellent perfonage laft mentioned, 

he modeftly fludied to conceal from the kn: owledge of alls 

Asa member of fociety, he endeavoured ta know the’ 

mind of Gop in regan d to every particular par rt of his duty 5 

and having found the truth, he avowed and ated pon it 

without difguife. W1en truths of importance were ofpofed, 

veal for his Mafter and regard to mankiad; brought him for- 

ward in their defence. his gave rife to fuch of his write 

ings as were controverfial. His peculiar principles, asa Sed 

ceder, never appear in his pra tical treatifes. From convic< 

tion of duty, he ficft joined the Seceffion, and continued its 

fteady friend a3 lon as he lived; while, at the fame time, 

he difcovered the fltrongeft affection to Gofpel-minifté?s and 

private Chriftians of the eftablifhed church, and other deno. 

minations. His prayers were always liberal and catholic. He 

feemed peculiarly concerned for the Anti-Burgher congree 

gation in the neighbourhood, and for the pari‘h church, efs 

pecially at the time of their facramental folemnities. Inres 

gard to what is called Church-communioa, he was {trict ; but 

as ta the communivn of faints, as diltinguithed from it, hg 

fy 



phe 

¢ : week . - 

245-' _ Memoir, See 

was truly liberal. . For years, a praving fociety met in his’ 

houfe ; fome of the members of which belonged to the eftas 

blifhed Church, and fome to the Secelflion. 

He manifefted fingular readinels to forgive his enemies, 

Notwithitanding the abufe he received while he was a itu. 

dent, it was remarked that he was never heard to open his: 

mouth againft the authors of it,, or fo much as mention the 

affair. : sith aca Kk: hal | 

To certain writers who reviled him from the prefs, he meek- 

Ty replied, ** Whatever they wifh me, my heart’s defire is, 

that they may obtain redemption, through the blood of Chnift,, 

even the forgivenefs of fins, according to the riches of his” 

grace. Whatever they call me, may Jehovah call them the 

Redeemed of the Lord, Sought out, and Not forfaken.” To 

a minilter of another denomination, who had treated him 

with much incivility, he was enabled, by the grace of Gun, 

to afford fupply in the day of his brother’s poverty, bv fecret 

remittances of mcney ; and after his deceale, he offered to 

take one of his deflitute orphans. and bring hits up: with his- 

own children.- 

On the fettlement of any of his ftudents, as fixed pallor to” 

a congregation, heufuslly fent him a paper of excellent coun- 

fels in regard to the exercife ofhis miniftry. There are many 

valuable letters inthe poffeffion of the children ofdeceafed mi» 

nifters' and private Chriftians, full of fcriptural & fuitable com- 

fort and-advice, which he fent on the death of their parents. 

Many a time did he wipe off-the tear from thé widow’s face, 

by leading her faith to the promifes of the covenant, and minis 

fering to the fupply of hernecefiities. He was fingularly back- 

ward to believe ill reports of anv, but efpecially of thofe who 

fil public flations; being convinced that fuch reports have 

very often no foundation, and produce the very wortt ef- 

feéls. Therefore, as he would not fuffer others to attack 

characters in his prefence, he himfelf moft confcientioufly a» 

voided the defiling practice. 

As tutor to candidates forthe holy miniftry, his care was 

to give them a conneled view of Gofpel-truth, both doétri- 

nal and praétical: and thatthey might be able to fupport and 

illuftrate the feveral articles of our holy religion, he endea- 

voured to render them mighty in the Scriptures. In his: 

fyftem of Divinity and cafés-of Confcience, the publiz have 

a view of the particular topics which he ufed to explain to 

his pupils at large. It was his concern alfo to make them - 

xequainted with the hiftory of the church’; and what he pub- 

lifhed on this fubjeét he had compiled chiefly for them. He 

urged with great earneftnefs on their minds, to make theme 
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Plves well acquainted with the oracles of Gop in the original 

tongues. Nex tothefe, he recommended, the Compendium 

ef Lurrentine ; Owen’s Work’s; Fifher’s Work on the Ate 

fembiy’s Catechifin.; the Writings of Bofton, and the Erfe 

kines; the Marrow of Modern Divinity, with Bofton’s 

Notes ; Marfhall on San*tification; Cole on God’s Savee 

reignty ; Hervev’s iheron and Afpafio, withhis Defence a« 

gaintt Wefl-v ; Geari’s Vindication of the Law and Gofpel; 

Halyburton’s Defence of Revealed-Religion; his Memoirs, 

together with hoie of Alexander Archibald, publifhed at Ee 

denburg in. 1768. ‘He earneiliy warned his itudents againfta 

meteiy pailotuphical way of ttudying divinity ; and ftrenuouly 

prefied on their minds the abfolute neceffity of heart-religion, 

that they might mske »roaciency in their ftudies. His ad- 

drefs to them, prefixed to his fyitem, clearly evinces that he 

regarded ths a matter of the very laft importance. No mam 

could bear more patiently with the imprudence and weaknefs 

of fome or them; and yet when there was occafion, he mokt 

faithfully admoutfhed them. _His admonitions indeed deeply 

impre fled the confciences, and were long & gratefully remem- 

bered. He was, in truth among them, as a father among his 

children: ‘he loved them, aad fludied their good ; and they 

Joved him, and regarded his countel. No feafon of the year 

was fo pleafant, either to the profeffor or to the ftidents, as 

the time of attending the Divinity-Hall. The-ferious and foe 

lemn addreffes which, on particular occafions, he made to 

them, and efpecially when they -parted, were affecting in- 

deed, and calculated to leave the belt impreffions. Many of 

his fayings at thofe times, it is believed, will never be for 

gotten by thofe who heardthem. ‘The many able, ufeful, 

and acceptable minifters, both in Great Britain and Ireland, 

whom he trained up for the facred office, evince the ample 

fuccefs with which the Lord crowned his labours. 

He fell alleep in Jefus, June 19, 1787. 
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‘FROM THE NEW-YORK £PECTATOR, 

PRESIDENT DWIGHT, ON DUELLING. 

HE author has taken a comprehenfive view of the f¢7- 

jy, the sin, and the mischiefs of duelling. In the progrefs of 

the difculfion, he has ably refuted the arguments by which 

% 
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duellifts attempt to vindicate the barbarous and Gothic euf. 

tom. ‘I he following extraét concludes this elegant and valu. 

able difcourfe—a difcourfe which ought to be pofleffed, and 

attentively read by. every gentleman in the community. 

“© All thefe things reafon and humanity, and religion plead; 

yet how often, even in this infant country, this country, boaft. 

ing of its knowledge ar d virtue, they plead invain! Duels 

in great numbers are fought; revenge is glutted; and the 

maiferable viétims of wrath and madne{s are hurried to an une 

timely end, Come then, thou furviviog, and in thine own 

view, fortunate and glorious champion; accompany me to 

the fcenes of calamity, which thou haft created, and furvey 

the mischiefs of cuelling. 

‘Go with me to yonder church yard. Whofe is that new: 

ly opened grave? Approach, and read the letters on the yet 

uncovered cofin. Ifthou canft retain a fleady eye thou wilt 

perceive that they denote a man, who yefterday beheld and 

enjoyed the light of the living. ‘Then he fhared all the bleff- 

ings and hopes of life. He poffefled health, and competence, 

and ufefulnefs, and reputation.—Fle was furrounded by 

neighbors who refpeéted, and by friends who loved him. 

‘J he wife of his youth found in him every joy, and the balm 

cf every forrow. The ehildren of his bofom hung on kis 

knees to receive his embrace, and his bleffiing. Ina thouf- 

and defigns was he embarked, to provide for their fupport 

and education, and to fettle them ufefuliy and comfortably in 

the world— He infpired all their enjoyments; he lighted up 

ail their hopes. 

* Yeflerdzy he was himfelf a creature of hope, a probati- 

oner for immortality. ‘Lhe voice of mercy invited him to 

faith and repentance inthe Lord Jefus Chrift—to holinefs, 

and to Heaven.—'7T he day of grace fhone—the {miles of for 

givenefs beamed upon his head. 

“While this heppy day lafted, Gop was reconcileable, his 

Redeemer might be found, and his foul might be faved. 

‘The aght had not then come upon him, in which no man 

Works. 

‘‘Where is he now?. His body lies mouldering in that 

ccffin. His foul bas aicended to Gop, with all its fins upon 

vts head, to be judged and condemned to wretchednefs, 

which knows no end. ‘Thy hand has hurried him to the 

giave, to the judgment, and to damnation. He affronted - 

thee—and this is the expiation which thy revenge exadted. 

** J urn now to the melancholy manfion, where, yeflerday, 

bis prefence diffufed tendernefs, hope and joy. Enter the 

coor, rcluclantly opening to receive the meft beloved guck. 

©. 
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Here mark the affeCting group as affembled by this cataftroe 

phe. ‘Lhat venerable man, fixed in motionlefs forrow, whofe’ 

hoary head trembles with emotions unutterable, and whofe 

eyes refule a tear to Icflen his anguifh, is the Sache who bee 

at him. Vhat matron wrung with anguifh is the mother 

who bore him. Yefterday he was their delight, their confo. 

Jation, the ftaff of their declining vears. ‘0 him they look« 

ed, under Gop, to lighten the evils of their old age; to clofe 

their eyes on the bed of death ; and to increafe their tranfs 

ports throughout eternity. 

‘¢ But their comforts and their hopes have all vanifhed toges 

ther. He is now acorpfe, a tenant of the grave; cutoff in 

the bloom of life, and fent unprepared to the judgment. 

‘ ‘l’o thele immeafurable evils thou haft added the hopelefs 

agony of remembering, while they live, that he was cut off 

in a grofs and dreadful a@ of fin, and without even a momen- 

tary {pace of repentance: a remembrance which wiil enve- 

nom life, and double the pangs of death. 

‘* Turn thine eyes, next, on that miferable form furrounded 

by a clufter of helplefs and wretched children. See her eyes 

Miia with frenzy, and her frame quivering with terror, 

Thy hand has made her a widow, and her children orphans. 

Atthee, though unleen, is directed that bewildered ftate of 

agony. At thee fhe trembles, for thee fhe liflens; left- the 

murderer of her hufband fliould be now approaching to mur- 

der her children alfo. 

“¢ She and they have loft their all. Thou haft robbed them 

of their fupport, their proteétor, their guide, their folace, 

their hope. In the grave all thefe bleflings have been buried 

by thy hands. If his affront to thee demanded this terrible 

explation, what, according to thine own decifion, mufl be the 

fufferings, deftined to retribute the immeafurable injuries, 

which taou haft done to them. 

‘©The day of this retribution is approaching. The veice of 

thy brother’s blosd crieth fromthe ground, and thou art now. 

cursed from the earth, which hath opened her mouth to recewe 

thy brother's blood. A mark is set upon thee by thy Gon; 

not for faiety, but for deftruction. Difeafe, his avengimg 

angel, is preparing tc hurry thee to the bed of death. With 

what agonies wilt thou there recall thy malice, thy revenge, 

and the murder of thy friend? With what ecftacy will thy 

foul cling to this world, and with what horror wiil i: quake 

at the approach of eternity! Alone, naked, drenched in 

guilt, thou wilt afcend to Gop !-- From him what reception 

wilt thou meet ?—Frem his voice what language wilt thou 

hear? “ Depart thou cursed into everlasting fire”? Andlot 
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the melancholy world of fin and fuffering unfolds to receive 

thee. Mark, in the entrance, the man whom thou haft plun- 

dered of life, amd happinets aéd Heaven, already waiting to 

pour on thy devoted head, for the indefinite wrongs thou haft 

done him, the wrath and vengeance of eternity. 

“Ai the clofe of this awful furvey, caft thine eyes once 

more around thee, and fee thyfelf, and thy brother ducllifts, 

the ex: inp s, the pations, and the fole caufes, of all fucceed. 

ing duciiing. Were the exifting advocates of this practice to 

ecafe trom upho Iding it ; were they to J in their efforts tothe 

comnon + flo-ts of man, and hunt it out of the world; it 

would never return, On thee, therefore, and thy compezni« 

ons, the innumerable and immenfe-evils of future duellieg 

are juftly charg: d. Ioyou, a band of enemies to the peace 

anu tafety of man, aholt of yerobsams, who not only sin, but 

muke ssrael io sin-through a thoufand generations, will fuc- 

cchding ages impute their guilt, and their fufferings. Your 

¢ficacious and baleful examples, will make thoufands of 

ciildlef parents, diftracted widows, and defolate orphans, 

after you zre laid in the grave. You invite pofterity to wreft 

the right of deciding private controverfies out of the hands of 

_ public jultice; and to make force and kill the only umpires 

between men and man. You entail perpetual contempt on 

the laws of Gon; kindle the flames of civil difcord ; and 

{.mmon fiom his native abyfs, anarchy, the worit of fiends, 

to lay waite ali the happinefs, and all the hopes of man«ind. 

** As the great and final day, your country will rife up in 

judgment againft you, to accufe you as the deftroyers of her 

peace, and the murderers of her children. Againft you will 

rife up in judgment all the victims of your revenge, and all 

the wretched families, whom you have plunged in hopelefs 

mifery. The prowling Arab and the remorfelefs Savage, 

will there draw nigh, and whiten their crimes by a compari- 

foa with your’s. ‘I hey indeed, were murderers, butthey were 

never dignificd.with the name, nor bleffed with the privileges 

of Chrittians. They were taught from their infancy, thatto 

fight and to kill, was lawful, honorable and virtuous. You 

were born in the manfion of knowledge, humanity and _ reli- 

gion. Atthe moment of your birth, you were offered up to 

Gov, buptised in the name of the Lather, ef the Son, and of 

the Holy Ghost. You were dandled on the knee, and edu- 

cated in the {chool of piety. —From the heufe of Gop you 

have gone to the field of blood, and from the foot of the 

Crofs, to the murder of your friznds. You have cut off life 

in the bloffum, and thortened, to the wretched objeéts of your 

wrath, the day of repentance and falvation.—The beams of 
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she Sun of tighteoufnefs outs with life-giving inTierate on 

them you have intere-pted ; the {mite of mercy, the gleam, 

of hope, the dawn of immertality, you have overcal for ever. 

You have glutted the grave with untimely i: rugater, and 

li-lped to people the world of perdition. Crimfoaed with’ 

guilt, and drank with blood, Ninev sh he afce: it from’ the 

tomb, triumph over your ruin, aad nile ce her own eters 

gal deitiny, more tolerable then your's,” 7 

Fer the Virginia Religious Magazine. 
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ON THE UTILITY OF THE CHRISTIAN 

RELIGION, | 

1: HE utility of the Chriftian religion may be confiden-’ 

ed :—firht asit refpedts its influence on fociety in the pre= 

fent ftate—and, fecondly, with rezard to a future ftate. 

To illuftrate the influence of religion on civil fociety, = 

will lay it down as a certain pofitiom, that without fome relix 

gion no fociety can preferve order or happin-{s In fuppost 

of this pofition, let us fuppofe a people fo depraved aad ime 

pious as not to feel the fantion of an oath, and what mult be 

their fituation, or what would become of them? Their fyf-- 

tem of jurisprudence mutt lofe its efficacy, and every idea of 

punifhing crimes muft be entirely relinguiihed. Let us fups 

pofe a fociety who fhould believe, by common confent, that 

death was an eternal sleep, and even capital pudifhiaie ned 

would have nothing formidable to them. If the unhappy of- 

ten defire fleep, the wretched and defperate would not fear 

an eternal fleep. The gallows and the gibb-t would have no’ 

power to deter fuch men as thefe fron crimes ; for it is not: 

death alone ; it is the apprebeniion of fomething fill beyond: 

death heck’ gives cifectual efficacy to capital pur nifliment. 

Thefe obfervations, lead the min] to ajait vicw of the ims 

portance of religion to civil fociety. I know, however, that 

Many are of the opinion, that were all religion gone, other’ 

principles and motives might be lefi fufficient to fupport moe 

~ Yality. Bat allthe principles referred to for this purpofe, may” 

be reduced’to the three followint heads :—the laws of hons 

vr—the moral fitnefs of things — ua i fach a diffation of knowe 

ledge as will convince men that their tnterelt confiits in pers 

forming their duty. Oa each of thefe, we fhali make lome 
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temarks, though I do not fee any neceffity that they fhould 

occupy a great deal of our time. 

The firit principle, to regulate human condud, is the laws 

of honor—And here I will readily admit, that taking the 

word honor in its ftrictcft fenfe, whatever is truly honorable 

istruly good. But when the laws of honor are reduced toa 

practical rule of conduct, they amount to nothing more, at 

leait with the generality of men, than as a fenfe of character, 

or a regard to public opinion. Itis true, however, that even 

this principle will have great inflaence on fociety which is to. 

lerably moral. But as depravity increafes it will relax its 

demands,and when vice becomes fafhionable at will fall in with 

the current and accelerate the general corruption, Where is 

the fociety which has not complained of the injury it has re. 

ceived from falfe notions of honor? and what is the vice to 

which this wild and fickle principle has not at fometime giv. 

en its patronage. Inftead of fuppoling that this principle will 

regulate the world, its wild and excentric operations fhew 

that it ftands in need of religion to regulate itfelf. 

The next principle to which Infidel philofophers appeal for 

the government of the world, is the moral fitnefs of things, 

or the propriety and decency of virtue—If mien were detti: 

tute of appetites and paffions; if they were fubje&t to no vici- 

ous habits or propenfities, it is not eafy to fay how far this 

principle might go, Butinthe prefent ttate of things decen- 

cy and fitnefs are ideas too cold and feeble to anfwer much 

purpofe. When appetite craves or paffion hurries to its ob- 

ject, the man does not {top to enquire whether this be decent, 

or that be fit. Some more efficacious principle, which ad. 

dreffes itfelf to the heart, as well as the underftanding, is ne« 

ceflary for the government of human nature. 

But the latt hope of the infidel yet remains The diffafion of 

knowledge, or the improvements of fcience, will difcover to 

mankind that their interefts confift in the perfomance of their 

duty— ut for the refutation of this theory, it feems only ne- 

ceffary to afk whether men be virtuous in proportion to their 

information, for if fcience can cure the evils of the human 

heart, men will certainly advance in virtue as they adwance in 

knowledge. But [ amafraid the fa& will rather come out the 

reyerfe ofthis. Or at allevents, however ignorant the vicious 

may fometimes be, thofe men whofe vices are the moft inju- 

rious are generally men of confilerable information. But 

the following ftatement [atisfies me, that no fcientific im. 

provement whatever can remove the depravity of the human 

mind. It requires but littl knowledg: to convince a mit 

that malice and all the guilty paffioas are painful in their ope- 



248 

uld 

ws 

the 

ble 

at 

er 

ren 

to. 

Its 

ith 

ig 

re. 

to 

ls 

rill 

for 

53, 

tr 

On the Utility of the Christian Reli¢iox. 247 

ration ; that benevolence and virtue confer peace of mind ; 

that temperatice conduces to health, and honelty gains confi- 

dence. How theuis kaowledge to reform the world? She 

need not teach us thofe things which we know already, and 

fhe cannot teach us any thiag more efficacious or more to hee 

urpofe. It is therefure abundantly plain, that mere know. 

ledge and felf-love, can never be fo managed as to, lead man. 

kind to the right performance of duty. it is true. indeed, 

that the faithful performance of duty is the only way of fecur. 

ing our beit interefls —but in that cafe, it mutt be our prinel- 

pal ain to do the duty, and not to ferve ourfelves; as the 

orator is fure to pleafe beft, who, at the time, usver thinks of 

pleafiug. Tne belt external actions lofe their merit, when 

the motives which prompt them are altogether of the fordid 

and feliith call; and the man who has no higher object in 

view than his own immediate interelts, may be oltentatious 

or hypocritical, but never can be good—he c#nnot never 

poffefs that virtue which conttitutes the bafis of focial 

happinefs. 

Some, however, may think, that although thefe obfervations 

fhew the neceffity of fome other religion, they are m5t con- 

clufive in favor of propagating Chriitianity, as the religion of 

nature or fome theological fyitem might do as well. [do not 

intend here to fhew the advantages which Chriftianity poffeffes, 

above every other (vitem witn which the world has ‘ever been 

acquainted ; but fhall only obferve, that in a country once fae 

vored with the light of divine revelation, the choice appears 

to be between that religion and none. Sucha country cannot go 

back to pagan*fuperttition ; for the rites of paganifm and ido 

latry appear toqabfurd to thofe who have ever feen the Bible. 

And to me it appears equally clear, that the religion of nature 

cannot be retained, or at the beft but verv imperfectly retain- 

ed in a country whence Chriltianity has been expelled. Natus 

ral and revealed religion have fo much in common that the 

fame depravity of the human’mind, which oppofes the one 

will oppofe the other. =.Uhe man cannot be found who is an 

enemy to revealed religion, anda friend to natural religion 

in its full extent. And indeed natural religion does not ap- 

ear calculated to ftand without revelation, asthe light it ex- 

baits when taken by i:felf, is more calculated to trouble than 

confole the mind. It teaches us our obligations, but teaches 

atthe fame time, that thofe obligations have been violated 

—we are flinners, but we have to do witn an noly Goo— 

There is afuture judgment or retribution, but will not the 

{fentence go againftus? Jhefe are among the pureft dictates 

of natural religion ; but when a perfon once becomes puzaicd 

99 
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by fuct h unwelcome truths and reflections, and can fee 

ho certain way for the pardon of fin, he will either 

difcard natural religion altogether, or fritter it down in fuch 

a manner that it will impofé no reftraint upon his cone 

dudt. 

Ifthe preceding obfervations be well founded, it is then 

certain that if we lofe our hold of Chriftianity, the laft an. 

chor of our hopes is gone ; and nothing will be left to refs 

train the wortt of paffions or prevent the moft deftrutive con- 

feque nces of depravity. Ido not, however, fuppofe that if 

Chriflianity were immediately deftroy ed, all thefe fatal cone 

fequences would inflan taneoully enfue ; the progrefs of the 

human mind is gradual even in vice. Infidels who have had 

a religious education, cr who have been educated in a coun. 

try where Chriftianity has given the tone to morals, would 

not immediately throw off all regard to prepriety and decen- 

cy of conduét. Early habits of fobriety wouid continue to 

operate, and if thefe habits fhould be combined with literary 

purfuits, the effects would ftill be greater. But thofe habits 

would gradually wear out when the reftraints which firft pro- 

duced them were gone ; and when infidels no longer wilhed 

to propagate their caufe by giving it the appearance of virs 

tue. Each fucceffive generation would become more diffolute 

than the former, till all the land marks of virtue were beat- 

en down, and lawlefs pafaons fhoutd ravage and defolate the 

world. 

Hitherto we have only attempted to prove that the happi- 

ne{s of fociety requires fome religion, and that our circum- 

flances make it neceffary to retain the Chriftian religion, or to 

have none ; we might now proceed to fhew the peculiar advan- 

tages of Chriftianity for promoting human happinefs. ‘To 

infift on the comparative excellence of the Chriftian fyftem 

feems hardly neceffary, for I believe there is no other reli- 

gion ever profeffed by man, which the boldeft infidel would 

venture to compare with it. If there 18, whether it be the 

Mahometan, the Gentoo, the Chinefe, or any of the Pagan 

fyftems of antiquity ; let it be produced, and a fair compart- 

fon made. But apprehending that we fhall never be confron- 

tect by any attempts of this kind, I fhall fimply proceed to 

to mention fome properties of the Chriftian religton, which 

ought to recommend it to every friend of human happinefs. 

Jt teaches a morahty fo perfect as to have no defed&, and 

which never will admit of any improvement. This is a faé- 

which ought to be ferioufly weighed. For 4,000 years the 

world had been improving in fcience, but their morality and 

religion grew worfe and worfe. Tefor Chrift at length ap- 
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ee peared, and taught the world a fyftem of morality (to fay now 

er thing of its piety) in which oe enemies have never been a- 

a ble to difcever a fingle error; and to which his friends 

ne @ could never make any addition. Dves not this faét prove 

that the Chriftian religion is divine? But I am digrefling 

ni from the point. Chriftianity affords us the molt perfect ex- 

” amples of piety andvirtue, Its laws are pure and [pititual, 

f. commanding the performance of every duty ; and it teaches 

as us to believe that thofe laws will be faithfully executed by a 

if @ Goo of infinite holinefs, and of almighty power; and wha¢ 

le gives acommanding efficacy to the whole is, that Chriftianity 

€ fupports all its do¢trines by an evidence which will bear the 

d ftriéteft inveftigation. It appearsto me, that as the light 

of {cience advances, the evidence of this religion is eve- 

d ry day acquiring new force ; and it would feem that when 

ie juft rules of philofophizing, and of examining evidence are 

Oo univerfally eftablifhed, this religion mult compel univerfal 

y affent. Itis true that during the eighteenth century (a vary 

s enlightened period,) there have been many infidels, but then 

° they have betrayed many fymptoms of doubtful and mil. 

d giving minds. Roffeau’s panegyric on our Saviour is fo well 

this kind as fecret as poffible ; but notwithftanding all their 

care fo much has tranfpired, that it never would have been 

| eafier, than in the prefent age, to form along lilt of infidels 

- known, that it need not be quoted here. He acknowledged, 

c however, that the life and death of our Savour exhibited 

2 fo many things more than human, that it furnifhed many ar. 

: guments in favor of Chriflianity which he could not anf{wer: 

after this he lived and wrote in oppofition to Chriflianity, fs 

- @ but how he died after fuch a confeflon, and fucha courfe of je: ; 

, conduct [am not abletd fay. Sceptics have boafted that 

) Hume died like a Hero; Chriftian philofophers have fad 

z with more jultice, that ** He died as a fool dieth.” His latt 

> moments were {pent in filly attempts at wit about his expe&i- 

I ed interview with Charon the ferryman of Hades. This was 

. certainly a conftrained and hypocritical part. Death on any 

t fyftem is a ferious thing ; and the man who treats it in any 

: other way than as fericus, is either out cf his fenfes, or does 

i not give fcope to the real feelings of his heart. As to Vol- 

: taire, the great Champion of infidelitv, the horror of mind 

‘ in which he died exceeds almolt any thing of the kind which 

has ever been related; and it would be eafy to furnith a 

dreadful catalogue of the names of thofe who followed Vol- 

taire in his life and doctrines, and.who followed him thro’ 

the fame dreadful fcene in death, It is true, the friends 

* of the deceafed have manv reafons for keeping events of 
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who have died in korror and defpair. And what do all thefe 

things mean! Docs not this fiatement prove, that the in. 

creating gmt of {cience makes it a dresdtful thing to oppofe 

Chriftianity ? May not the time foon come when few will 

venture to oppole that religion, which exhibits its enemies 

in chains of darknefs even before they léave the prefent flate, 

How invincible mutt be the evidence of that religion ; which, 

in fpite of all the mifts that prejudice and wicked paflions can 

throw over the underfl anding, makes its way with fo much 

power tothe hearts of its enemies? 

It is plain to every one, that a religion which teaches fuch 

a pure aad fublime morality ; and whofe evidence is io fore 

cible, mufi have great influence in firengthening the power 

of contcience, and conicience is certainly the beft fafeguard 

cf allour rights. Only confider how great isthe power of 

men to do mifchief; almoft infinitely greater than to da 

good. How ealy is it to deftroy human life, or to demolifh 

the finefl works of art? What might net the affaflin and the 

incendiary do, if confcience did not hold them back, 

Confeicnce is two ways prevents the perpetration of crimes ; 

—firli, by the horror and dread of a guilty eétion; and fe- 

condly by the fear of deteGlion. A bad confcience has cften 

bed to detection ; examine a guilty man, and his guilt ts likely 

to become maniieft. Even without any examination a bad 

conicience has oiten detected the perpetrators of notorious 

érimes. Andiet eny one judge how much fuch a principle 

mull contribute tothe fecurity of focietvy, and how important 

itis, that it fhould be re-enforced by all the confiderations 

contained in ciivine revelation, 

Lut to conceive rightly of the tendency of Chriftianity to 

promote human happinets, we muft fuppofe the time arrived 

when Chriftianity fhall have produced its full effet; and all 

its precepts riba be completely obeyed. Suppofe the time 

were come, when all men fhall do to cthers as the y would thut 

ethers nkorild ¢ ao te them; when war and oppreffion fhould 

ceale all over the worid ; when that Viste, Nata which vibts the 

widew did the Je therlefe in their CF i. Gon ; and enjoimes e- 

very thing that is gre, Aonest, lovely, and of goca report.— 

When that ‘charitv which suffers long and ts kind, is net soon 

jr}fe dup; ard doh not ven ave ziseif urnsesmly— When that 

niisdam from ebove, wish is jirst pure, then peaceaéle, eusy to 

(ve intrected. ful of meicy and good priats ; when all thefe thal 

be in full eperation, how much barw ory end happinefs thall 

}revail in the worid. The tendency of Chiiflianity undoubt- 

ecly is to} Promote fuch a ftate of things ; its laws require 

it—Thofe laws ipeek tous with the authority and in the 
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name of Gop ; and the whole fj ftem, as we have already feen, 

js {upported by an evidence which is extremely formidable, es 

yen to its greatcft encmies,—Chriftianity not only tends to 

produce fuch a flate of things but has already done much to 

accomplith it. Phere was a time when it wes much more ime 

probable that this religion fhould effeét what it has already 

done, than it how is, t} at all the promiles refpedting the Mil. 

lenium fhould be completely fuifilled. W hen there were but 

twelve illiterate end obfcure men at the head of this fy fem, 

and’all the wealth, power, and philufophy of the world com~ 

bined againft it; who would then have thought thatChriltie 

anitv fhould have penetrated with its benign light, the recefy_ 

fcs of eruchty and darknefs ; flould have made its way to™ 

courts and palaces, and fet nations free from the ycke of fus 

perftition, All this Chriftianity has alreedy done, as an ine 

firument in the hands of that divine Spirit, which will ne» 

ver forfake its ordinances, and which will never blefs the 

ordinances of any other religion, ‘Lhis religion in its pros 

grefs, has reformed the drenkard and the profi:gate ; taught 

the proud to be humble, and the malicious to be peaceful; 

it has calmed the moft unruly minds, and profelyted the phi- 

lofopher to that peace which he could never fird betore. And 

why thouid we not believe that this religion will cover the 

earth with the knowledge of God, and leave nothing’to-hurt 

or deftroy in all his holv mouniain. 

But before | teave this part of the fubjeét, I fall notice 

one or two prominent ohje@iicns. In the firft place, it is ob- 

jected. that although Chriflianity teaches a good morality, 

it has been Jong in the world without producing its proper 

effeét. lt may be remarked, that this objection comes with 

a bad grace, from thofe who make it. ‘Lhe enemies ef 

Chrittianity have always done their utmoft to oppefe and ob- 

firudt it’s influence, and now they pretend to complain that it 

has not produced it’s proper «ff &. What fhould we think 

of a fociety-or neighborhood, who fhould oppofe a Phvfician, 

refufe fubmiffion to his prefcriptions, and then complain that 

his practice had never done them any good? Let the ene 

mies of Chriftianity obey 1’s precepts, and then we fhall fee 

all the effects which it is calculated to produce, ‘and all that 

it’s warmeltt friends ever expected from it, But itis nota 

fact, that Chriftianity has produced no good effet upon the 

world—Before the introduction of this fyftem, whatever 

might have been the improvements of fcience, the flate of 

religion and morals was truly deplorable— Human vidtims 

were facrificed on their alters, and children burnt in the fires 

ef Moloch !—Captives in war were reduced taa fervitude 

4 



Sete! ety Gye ae wm ae 
ee oe 

2 op * ‘ 

252 On.the Utility of the Christian Relizione 

worfe than death!—Gladiatorial, and other fports equally 

barbarous, were the common entertainments of the politef 

people ; and the moft unn atural crimes were in daily praétice, 

—But fince the propagation of Chriftianity, and, no doubt, 

owing to it’s influence, thefe favage {pectacles and cuftoms 

have paffed away, and the morals of fociety have received a 

better tone. War indeed is not exterminated-vet, but it is 

ftript of one half its horrors—a happy prefage that it fhall 

become quite extinét, when Chriftianity becomes univer. 

fal. 

But there is another plan of bringing this fubje¢t to a fair 

teft.. Let us fuppofe the profeffors of pure Chriftianity 

thrown into one clafs, and thofe who difregard its influence in 

to another ; which of thefe claffes would have the advantage 

in point of moral reélitude—or which would exhibit the 

molt numerous inftances of depravity? For the decifion of 

this queflion, examine the lifls of the penitentiary and gul- 

lows. How rarely, in either of thefe, will you find a profeff- 

or of religion of any denomination? And if this view of 

the fubjeét, be fo much for the honor of religion, how much 

more credit would fhe obtain, were all the churches purged 

of thofe hypocritical members, whofe conduct proclaims, 

even to the infidel world, that their lives are at variance with 

their profeffion. ; 

But the next objection to Chriftianity is, that it has not 

only failed as to doing much good, but has actually been the , 

eaufe of much evil, as it has given rife to crusades, persecu- 

rion, and war. I think, however, it ought to be admitted, 

that no book is accountable for a¢tions to which it gives no 

countenance, and much lefs for fuch as it abfolutely con- 

demns. I know not how it happens, but objections are of- 

ten admitted againft Chriflianity, which are too filly to have 

weight in any othercafe. The general {cope of Scriptures 

is to teach univerfal benevolence, toleration, and the forgive 

mefs of injuries. They even make love to our enemies, a 

condition of own forgivenefs at laft. It would be thought 

very childifh to fay no worfe of it, in any cafe to charge 

fuch a fyftem, as the caufe of perfecution and war.—But 

the enemies of religion feem to overlook the diltin¢ction be- 

ween the real and the profeffed caufes of war—The real 

caufes of war, on the criminal fide, are ambition, avarice, 

and the ove of power ; but the profeffed caufe, or pretext, is 

alwavs famething good—it is kberty, property, civil rights, © 

er religicn. But fome men would pertuade us, to lay religt- 

en afide, becaufe it has been made a pretext for unjult wars. 

Will they alfo perfuade us, to lay alide our diberty, our pro- 
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ly Bf perty, and our civil rights? This, however, is only one {pe- *, 

{t cimen out of many, of the unfairnefs wi:h infidels’ reafon. 

ee We fhall now conclude this eflay, by a few remarks on the 

ot, importance of religion, as it re{pects a future flatesof exifte 

Lg ence : 

a This is certainly the moft important point of view in whick 

is the fubjeét can be confidered. Time cannot in any refpe&® 

ill be compared to eternity ; as that which does good for a lie 

Se mited time bears no proportion to that which does good for- 

ever. The great events of nature and the revolutions of the 

ir world, derive their principal importance from the influence 

y jm they may have on the true religion, and the future happinefs 

14. oof mankind. For confidering them merely as to their temporatk 

* confequences, the kappinefs or mifery they produee falls in- 

e finitely fort of what would accrue to an individual from the 

f neglecting or fecuring of his eternal interefts. The foul that 

. leaves the body prepared for the enjoyment of Gop, has im- 

> i) mortal oceans of blifs before it. It has reached the fkiés 

f which the clouds of affiGtion can never darken ; and traverfes 

’ the tields where briers and thorns can never grow. Happy 

| fouls who ferve your Gop day and night in his temple : your 

hours of fin are ended, and your tears are wiped away : eter~ 

nity may roll on, but it has no changes for you to fear : worlds 

may come into exiftence, or worlds may perifh ; what. num- 

berlefs exertions of creating power may you yet furvey !” But 

you have nothing to do but to learn more of Gop, and drink 

purer pleafures from the fountains of eternal life. : re 

On the other hand no objeét is more pitiable, than the fin- 

ner who dies unprepared. In a few moments of giddy and | 

thoughtlefs pleafure he had fitted himfelf for eternal ruin, 

His Sun fets in a troubled fky; he goes out of life with fearful 

fufpicions, and the event fhews him he did not fufpeét too 

much. ‘The long period between death and the refurreCtion 

is to him a period of inconceivable diftrefs—his dwelling is 

a lake of fire, and his confcience a worm that never dies ; his 

eyes furvey the blacknefs of eternal darknefs, his companions 

are howling and defpairing frends, and his employment is 

weeping and wailing and gnafhing his teeth. But whenthe 

day of judgment draws near, and the fign of the Son of Man 

' appears on high, thofe troubled gholts feel a horror which 

they never felt before. The fecond death is coming upon 

them and their torments are but beginning to begin. Thefe 

are the views which the facred records give us of the defti- 

nies of good and bad men— Ae that believeth shall be saved, 

aid he that believeth net shall be damned. 

Cc, 

Pugh 

** 
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. OUR fears difmifs, ye trembling faittts, 

No more indu!ge your fad complaints, 

“Nor yield to unbelief ; 

The Gofpel {preads : the dead awake, 

See ! haughty fioners, fear and quake, 

And prottrate, feek relief. . 

The Lord of hofts makes bare his arm : 

His heralds fpread aloud alarm, 

From eaft to weft it flies : 

Unufual power his word attends ; 

Jnfulting foes are chang’d to friends ; 

And Satan’s empire dies. 

Stern Infidels no more enquire 

«¢ Where is your Gop,” they dread his ire; 

Nor dare infult his word, 

If Jefus fpeaks, a raging Saul, 

In mild fubmiffion, hears his call, 

And owns him as his Lord. 

Dear Saviout path thy conquetts on, 

Like lightning let thy Gofpel run, 

All obftacles remove, 

To heathen lands the light convey, 

The murd’ring favage teach to pray; 

And ting redeeming love. 

Let wars and defolations ceafe ;: 

‘Lhe nations bind in lafling peace, 

From jarring paffions free : 

May pride and enmity remove, 

And grace defcending from above 

Conform mankind to thee. 

Ali honeft efforts Gop will blefs 

To {pread the knowledge of his grace, 

The triumphs of the Crofs, 

The Miffionaries pray’r he’il hear, 

Jn toils fupport him, calm his fear, 

And cempenfate his lofs. 

: : S. 
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