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PREFACE

TO THE THIRD ENGLISH EDITION.

IN preparing this edition of the ScrreTrure NaTURAL His-
ToRrY for the press, the author has carefully revised it through-
‘out,-and made such alterations in style and matter as will,
he hopes, render it more worthy of public acceptance than the
former edition. In doing this, he has borne in mind a sug-
gestion put forth in a favorable critique upon the first impres-
sion in the ¢ Eclectic Review,” and by divesting the work of some
of the-dryness and tedium of criticism, and making it less
diffuse, he has sought to give it a more ¢ popular,” though not
-aless useful character. These alterations have enabled him,
without omitting any thing of real value and utility, to bring
the volume into a smaller compass, and publish it in a more
-attractive form.

Since the publication of the former edition of this work,
the author has been driven, by the force of circumstances, and
a deep sense of moral responsibility, to devote much of his
time and attention to objects of an apparently different aspect
to those pursued in biblical literature, and which are regarded
with considerable jealousy and suspicion by a large proportion
of the religious public. 'This is not the place to justify the
ccourse he has taken, or to defend the motives by which he has
been actuated, It is enough to say, that his attachment to
biblical pursuits is as strong as ever, and that his conviction
of the paramount importance and infinite value of pure and
undehied religion grows with his growth, and strengthens with
his strength. To assist in removing out of the way some of
those impediments to the spread of religion, which the sullen
discontent and reckless profligacy produced by the inordinate
and inadequately remunerated labor, combined with the super-
induced ignorance, of the manufacturing population almost
every where preiient, he has encountered the perils and priva-
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6 PREFACE.

tions of imprisonment. A consciousness of the purity of his
motives, however, amply compensates him for all these—and
much more.

The indulgent reader will pardon the intrusion of these re-
marks. They have been deemed to be necessary, in conse-
quence of certain misrepresentations which some persons have
either wilfully or ignorantly put forth, as to the author’s con-
tinued attachment to the truths of Revelation. '

April 5, 1832.



PREFACE
TO THE FIRST EDITION.

Havine stated the nature and object of his work in the In-
troduction to the following Ppages, it is only necessary that the
author should here subjoin a few words, by way of explana-
tion. - 3
""There being two editions of Dr. Harris’s ¢ Natural History
of ‘the Bible'" extant in this country, (England) it is natural
that the public should inquire upon what grounds a second
work of this description is'presented to their notice. The an-
swer to this inquiry may be very brief—Dr. Harris’s work is
by far too critical for general purposes, and contains but little
¢ Natural History.” 'It furnishes valuable materials to aid the
student in his investigations ; but to the unlearned reader it
presents few attractions; while its frequent conjectural eriti-
cisms, and utter destitution of evangelical sentiment and feel-
ing, render it by no means desirable as a medium of religious
instruction. }

In every part of the following work, the author has given
the authorities upon which his statements are founded ; and
conceiving that literary property is as sacred and inviolable as
that of every other species, he has conscientiously pointed out
the immediate sources of his information. Thismay be some-
times found operating to the prejudice of others ; but he can-
not be answerable for such a result.

In availing himself of the labors of his predecessors, the
author has frequently found the highest authorities supporting
conflicting opinions : in such cases, he has decided to the best
of his judgment, and where the limits assigned to his work
would permit of it, he has laid before the reader the grounds
of his decision.

The author cannot close these prefatory observations with-
out acknowledging his particular obligations to Mr. Charles
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Taylor, the late erudite and indefatigable editor of Calmet;
and also to Professor Paxton. To the former, for the result
of much laborious investigation, to identify the subjects of
Scripture Natural History ; and to the latter, for many felici-
tous illustrations of particular passages of the Sacred Writ-
ings. The chief inducement with the author to avail himself
so freely of the writings of the last-mentioned author, was
their evangelical tone, and their strong tendency to elevate
the religious feelings of the reader. 'Written under the influ-
ence of a deep but enlightened piety, Professor Paxton’s ¢ 1l-
lustrations of the Holy Scriptures’ present a striking contrast
to the cold and lifeless ‘Illustrations’ generally furnished in
biblical works.

With reference to the embellishments, it is only necessaty
to say, that those objects have been selected which are the
least known in this country; and the best authorities ‘have
been chosen for their representation. The author’s thanks
are due to the respective artists, for the fidelity and taste with
which they have executed their work.

Relying upon the same indulgence that has been extended
to his former efforts in the cause of biblical literature, the au-
thor presents the following work to the acceptance of the re-
ligious public. May HE whose cause it aims to promote, ren-
der it subservient to his gracious purposes !



PREFACE.

THis book was originally intended to be but a re-print of
the English work, by Carpenter. His volume, however, was
found to contain so much of Biblical criticism, and Classical
learning, as to be adapted almost exclusively to the ‘use of the
Greek and Hebrew scholar.

It was therefore thought best to revise Carpenter ; to omit
‘hose classical discussions, and verbal criticisms, which al-
though interesting and valuable to the orientalist, must, from
their very nature, be of little service to common readers ; and
to bring the substance of the Scripture illustrations, f'ound in
his volume, within the reach of the readers of the English
Bible.

Such a revision of Carpenter’s volume, with alterations and
additions, was but just accomplished and ready for the press,
when 'the third London edition of his work came to hand,
published under countenance of the ‘ Book Society for promo-
ting Religious Knowledge,” in' which the design above stated
was fully pursued, and that too, with evidence of much judg-
ment and good taste.

The very' favorable and commendatory notices which his
first editions had received from the ¢ Eclectic and Monthly Re-
views,” ¢ The Athenzum,’” ‘The Christian Remembrancer,’
“The Home Missionary ,’ ¢ The Baptist,” ¢ The Methodlst 3
“The Congregatlonal ’ “The Evangelical,’ and ° Impenal
Magazines,’ and other publications, induced him to prepare an
edition better calculated for popular use and general circula-
tion.

"“In doing this,’ the author remarks in his preface, ‘he has
borne in mind a suggestlon put forth in a favorable critique
upon the first impression, in the “ Eclectic Review,” and by
divesting the work of some of the dryness and tedium of crit-
icism, and makmg it less diffuse, he has sought to give it a
more “ popular,” though not a less useful character. These al-
terations have enabled him, without omitting any thing of re-
al value and utility, to brmg the volume into a smaller com-
pass, and a more attractive form.’
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It was therefore only justice to Mr. Carpenter, to re-publish
his own revision of this Book. This has been done, with a few
alterations and additions, which it is hoped will render it not
less acceptable and useful to readers among us. The work is
intended to be a plain and simple account of the subject of
which it treats, to be illustrated with numerous engravings, in
a manner suited to the comprehension of those, who have little
or no acquaintance with Classical or Scientific Learning.

The English Editors and Reviewers speak in the highest
terms of the indefatigable induitry displayed in Mr. Carpenter’s
volume. -But we cannot withhold our regret that they, who
have noticed with so much approbation the result of 4is [abors,
should have unconsciously awarded credit, that takes from an-
other his due.

We cannot but regard the course pursued by Mr. Carpen-
ter as very extraordinary and very unjust. - And we respect-
fully invite his English friends and ours, to compare his vol-.
ume, with the work of our distinguished countryman, the Rev.
Dr. Harris.

In 1793, Dr. H. published his first ‘ Natural History of the
Bible,” which met in this country and in Europe the honorable

and flattering reception it deserved. :
" Twenty-seven years afterwards, in 1820, he published a
second volume under the same title. He says in the preface
of this, ‘I kept on my table, an interleaved copy, (of his
first work) and in the course of my reading, transferred to it,
the additional information, which I collected. Desirous of
pursuing the investigation still farther, I procured, with con-
siderable expense, many valuable books, which I had not, be-
fore, the opportunity of consulting. In fine, I have re-exam-
ined ‘every article, with better knowledge and greater care ;
have transcribed and new-modelled the whole, and made such
amendments and additions throughout, as render this rather
a new work, than a new edition ; and to its completion and
perfection, the studies and acquisitions of more than twenty-
five years have contributed. ; !

‘I have endeavored to substantiate every article, which I
have introduced, by proofs stated with all possible clearness,
and to illustrate it by criticisms and explanations; yet I lay
claim to no praise, but that of having brought into a regular
form, such information as I could collect, from the best and
most unexceptionable sources. In the most unrestrained terms.
I acknowledge that I have borrowed from all authors of es-
tablished reputation, with freedom,
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¢ 1 have subjoined a list of the principal books which I have
consulted, (a catalogue of fifty three different works) with
a reference to the edition, which I used; and would still men-
tion, that in the notes, (scattered through the volume) will
be found references to more than twice the number, in the
following catalogue.

¢ In short, I have spared neither labor nor expense, in the
collection of materials; and have aimed to make my work a
useful and valuable treasure of information, and worthy of the
approbation of the publie.

“Of my authorities and the use, which I have made of them,
it becomes me to speak with grateful acknowledgments. The
first and principal of these is Bochart, who in his Hierozoicon
has, in the most learned researches, traced the names of the
animals mentioned in Scripture through the different lan-
guages and dialects of the East,” &c. &c. ¢ He had the oppor-
tunity of consulting the Nat. Hist. of Damir, and other Ara-
bian authors.

¢ The Plysique Sacrée of Scheunchzer, in eight volumes folio,
is a magnificent work, with which a noble friend in Paris
stllpplied me.” It has contribuied greatly to enrich my arti-
cles’

He thus goes on to cnumerate some of the most distinguish-
ed authors, who had been of assistance, in treating of the
Prants, the Fisnes, Insecrs, and Precious Stones.

Among these principal authorities, are the names of Hiller,
in the Ilierophyticon, Celsius in his Hieroliotanicon, Diosconi-
des, the Elder Pliny, Alpinus, Rauwolf, Hasselquist, Shaw,
Russell, Forskal, Bruce, Rudbeck, Lemnius, Braunius, and
Calmet.

The Lexicons of Castel, Buxtorf, Meninski, and Parkhurst
were the companions of his labors. The commentaries of
Michaelis and the illustrations of Paxton, we may add to swell
the list.

Under these circumstances it is, that Mr. Carpenter takes
up the work of Dr. larris, and, changing the arrangement
from an Alphahetical to a Scientific one, making some omis-
sions and some alterations, and inserting some valuable ad-
ditions, claims the work as his own. A comparison of any
of the important articles in the two books, such as that on
Flax, the Behemoth, the Eagle, the Fox, but much more a
comparison of the two entire works will show how much of Mr.
Carpenter’s materials were made ready to his hand.
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But this, is not all; with an unkind and ungenerous insin-.
uation in his preface calculated to injure Dr. Harris, if not
designed to prevent the circulation of Ins work, and of course,
a_comparison of the two, which might prove unpleasant to
Mr. C'\rpenter ‘he announces to the world, that the ‘ utter des-
titution of evangelical sentiment in, the volume from which
he had gathered and gleaned, more than from all other works
together, ‘ renders it unﬁt for general use. |

To de<p011 an author of the results of his literary labors, who
with indefatigable zeal, and distinguished ability and success
has been serving the cause of Science and Biblical Literature
with his time, his talents, his labors and his money, for more.
than a quqrter of a century, and then to brand him as a here-
tic, in order to conceal the robbery, does not appear to us as
evincing much of the spirit or practice of piety.

Would that Mr. Carpenter, with all that he has borrowed
from the work of Dr. Harris, had taken, also, a note append-
ed to its ingenuous and unassuming preface

¢ Est benmnum et plenum ingenui pudoris, fateri per quos
profiteris.’ Plin. Nat. Hist. Pref.

Justice at least should have been given to one who so early
and ably led the way, in the study of the Natural History of
the Bible.’

It argues'little in favor of the purity or llberahty of our
prln(:lples if we have no eye to discover nor heart to acknow-
ledge the high Literary, Critical and Scientific merit of anoth-
er, because, forsooth, his Theological opinions may be different
from our own.

The circulation of Dr. Harris’s work in Europe for many
years (it having passed three editions in London) is a testi-
mony to its value, not easily set aside. And we cannot but
hope, that he will favor the literary world, with another edi-
tion of his invaluable volume, with such additions and improve-
ments as the lapse of a dozen years will Liave enabled him to
make. And we are sure that Literary and Scientific men of
every country, who alone are able to appreciate these labors,
will award to him, the full measure of thanks, which he de-
serves, There is perhaps no living writer who has devoted
so much attention to this particular subject, or has such a
mass of materials at command. -

Perhaps some may think, that the writer of this preface is
a friend, or acquaintance of Dr. H., writing under his eye
and perhaps at his suggestion, and therefore affects to feel so
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sensibly the injuries of the respected Author. The writer
deems 1t as due to himself, to say, that he is neither kinsman,
nor acquaintance, and has never, to his knowledge, had the
pleasure of seeing the Rev. Dr. Harris. And the latter, as
deeply as he must feel his own wrongs, does not dream that
such a preface as this is in hand, or probably never heard of
its writer. He, if he knows his own heart, would have been
equally ready to do the same justice, that he has attempted
here, to Mr. Carpenter, had he been the aggrieved and any
other individual the aggressor.

But to return to the volume now presented to the Christian
csmmuuity, it is sincerely -hoped, that it may contribute, in
some good degree, to increase and gratify the interest which
the subject of it has at this day so generaly awakened.

The American Editor can truly say, that the delightful il-
lustrations of scripture, which have been continually coming
before his mind, in the progress of his examinations, have
made him more sensible than ever, how much of real, intel-
lectual and moral pleasure and improvement is lost by a want
of acquaintance with the Natural History of the Bible.

And therefore does he most cordially commend this study
and this volume to the notice of all; iand especially of the
young, who desire a fuller acquaintance with the beauties
and treasures of the Sacred Oracles.

' Goruam D. AsBoTT.
Boston, Oct. 24¢h, 1832.
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SCRIPTURE

NATURAL HISTORY.




INTRODUCTORY REMARKS,

BY THE AMERICAN EDITOR.

THERE is no subject, that can be named, in so few words,
that embraces such an extent and variety of interesting and
useful information as the Natural History of the Bible. It
includes within the range of its various objects, everything
that can invite the attention, or reward the inquiries of the
Natural Philosopher. It furnishes subjects for investigation,
which have engaged the interest of the most gifted minds,
and those too, under the guidance of inspiration, during a
period of more than Four Thousand Years. It leads the mind
back to the hour, when the world was in itsinfancy, and when,
at its birth, the ‘ morning stars sang together, and all the
sons of God shouted for joy.’” And it extends down beyond
the time when the Saviour of the world ascended, in the
clouds of heaven, to his Father’s throne.

The whole kingdom of nature, in all the multiplicity and
variety of its objects, is brought to view in the ‘Perfect
Book,” with a clearness of light, which is not elsewhere to he
found.

The simple yet truly philosophical arrangement, presented -
in the ‘sublimely beautiful narrative of the Creation,’ clear-
ly shows that the pen of the sacred historian was guided by
the hand of a master. ]

But there are various other considerations which render
this a subject of the deepest interest. In the early ages of the
world, so far as we know, Literature, Science, and Poetry,
were cultivated solely by the prophets, or servants of the Most
High. We have no evidence that other minds were devoted
to such pursuits. And the writers of the Bible had no oppor-
tunity to resort to the writings of idolatrous heathen around
them, to illustrate or enforce their own eloquence and song.
There was no Classical Literature then, to furnish learned
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allusions. And the spirit of sacred eloquence and poesy was
free to expatiate in the wide field of nature, that was open
and unoccupied before her. And almost every natural object,
in the firmament above, in the earth beneath, or in the mighty
waters, was made to contribute to her ends. With inimitable
skill, have the sacred penmen drawn the richest of imagery
and the happiest and most forcible illustrations, for their ¢ high
themes,’ from these endless resources. The splendor of the
sun, thé beauty of the stars, the genial influence of the clouds
and the dew, the fragrance of the violet, and the flavor of
fruit ;—the animal and vegetable kingdoms, in all their rich
variety ; everything animate and inanimate, that adorns and
enriches carth ; whatever gives interest and sublimity to the
mighty deep, either in the majesty of its angry mountain
wave, or in the mirror of its peaceful repose,—are all brought
to bear upon the object of the Poet and Prophet, in their
efforts to enlighten and to save the world.

Hence it is, that an intimate and accurate acquaintance
with the natural history of the East, is so interesting and es-
sential to the intelligent reader of the Bible.

It is not to be supposed that the sacred writers possessed,
in all respects, the same degree or kind of knowledge, that
we do, in the various departments of Science and Philosophy.
According to all the ordinary laws of the human mind, in ad-
vancing in knowledge and in skill in acquiring it, there must
have been very different degrees of information entertained,
at different periods, during the long course of 4000 years. In
all truth, except what is exclusively revealed from heaven,
the human mind makes progress. So that it is by no means
to be expected that, on all subjects of Natural Science, and in
every instance, the sacred writers will accord, in their views,
avith our modern philosophy. : |

1 cannot perhaps better illustrate this sentiment, than by
reference to the opinions of some of the sacred writers, at
least, respecting the form and structure of the earth. I am
indebted for the illustration to an eminent divine and biblical
student, to whom, T believe, it was suggested, in the course of
his own private reading and study of the Scriptures. Some
passages in the writings of Moses and David, and other inter-
mediate writers, favor the opinion, that they viewed the struc-
ture of the earth as follows:—According to Acts vii. 22, * Mo-
ses was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians.’ Of
course, it 1s not unlikelf, that he embraced those views of
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Astronomy and Geology which their Philosophers and Astrol-
ogers inculcated. But whether this be, or be not true, the
following view would seem to elucidate some passages of scrip-
ture, which otherwise appear with far less of beauty and sub-
limity. '

anceive the earth to have been in their view a flat, circu-
lar surface, floating:upon the waters of the deep. 'T'here would
then have been in their minds these three distinct ideas :—
First, A vast expanse of firmament, or sky, above the earth
and water. This in general they called ‘the heavens.’
Moses, however, often speaks of the first, second, and third
heavens, This division is thus explained :—The first keav-
en, also called the ‘open firmament,” and what we call famil-
iarly, ‘up in the air,’ was the space above us in which the
birds of the air wing their way, and the clouds are seen to
move. The second was the star-studded sky. And the
third heaven, beyond the starry-sky, was the place of God’s
abode. Thus Paul in 2 Cor. xii. speaks of one ‘caught
up into the third heaven,’ ¢ caught up mnto paradise.’

The second idea, in their conceptions, would have been the
circular solid earth, floating upon a sea of, to them, unknown
and inconceivable extent.

'T'he third prominent point, in accordance with their views,
would have been the situation of the world beneath. They
prabably sapposed the abode of departed spirits in the world
of woe, to be far below the bottom of the deep. With such
conceptions, in the minds of the ancients, respecting Heaven
and Earth and Hell, how sublime and beautiful appears Da-
vid’s description of God’s Omniscience and Omnipresence, in
the 139th Psalm. k .

‘O Lord, thou hast searched me and known me. Thou
knowest my down-sitting, and mine up-rising ; thou understand-
est my thought afar off. Thou compassest my path and my
lying down, and art acquainted with all my ways, # % % %% *

¢ Whither shall I go from thy Spirit? or whither shall I flee
from thy presence? If I ascend up into Heaven, (the highest
plllace which they conceived of, m the universe,) thou art
there. 4
_ “If T make my bed in Hell, (that is, the lowest place in
God’s deminions) behold, thou art ¢here.

‘If I take the wings of the morning and dwell in the utter-
most parts of the sea; (still stretching his thought in another
direction, through the boundless limits of Jehovah’s empire,)
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even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall
hold me.’ ; ;

How much interest, too, would this opinion, if entertained
by the Jews, add to the sentiment in the 46th Psalm.

The writer, in the fulness of his confidence in God, as z
strong and sure refuge in the time of trouble, declares that he
will trust securely in him, though the earth be shaken, and
the mountains overthrown by the mighty heavings of the deep.

‘ God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in
trouble; therefore will not we fear, though the earth be ‘re-
moved, and though the mountains be carried into the midst of
the sea; though the waters thereof roar and be troubled,
though the mountains shake with the swelling thereof.’

Such an exposition, whether it be strictly correct or ‘not,
does most surely discover new beauties in these passages; and
i all these and in all other cases,’ we have this reflection ob-
viously presenting itself, that the difference of view, between
them and us, which such ‘investigations disclose, always re-
lates to points merely of human knowledge. We never find
them countenancing the least erroneous opinion, on any of the
principles or truths ‘of divine revelation.

But, notwithstanding the benefits to be derived from an
acquaintance with the state of general knowledge, among the:
Jews, and of their ordinary habits of thinking, the value of
such kind of information, to the reader of the Bible at the
present day, is still more clearly and strikingly seen, in cases
where our ideas of the most common and familiar objects are
different from theirs. We all of us are apt to think, and
young persons especially are, that the places and occurrences
of which we read in the Bible, are too remote in distance and
time, to make any clear and vivid impressions upon the mind.
But the great difficulty is, in regarding the scene, and the
natural objects of Scripture History, as not susceptible of the
same distinct and tangible apprehension, as we may have of
objects and scenes immediately around us, kere.

Take, for example, the Scripture allusions to the shep-
herd and his flock. Perhaps there are ne objects,in the
whole . Animal Kingdom, which furnish so many beautiful
and affecting "illustrations, as the sheep and the fold. The
shepherd, the sheep, and the lambs are the sources of illustra-
tion, from the beginning to the end of the Bible. And yet
how much of the force and beauty of many of them is lost, by
a want of acquaintance with the custom of the time, in rela
tion ta them.
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*I'here is an anecdote, quite in point here, which was relat-
ed to me, by the same clergyman alluded to above, while
preparing this volume for the press. ; :

We were reading together, 1n our social devotions, the 23d
Psalm. After the 2d vérse, ‘He leadeth me beside the still
waters,” he remarked, ¢ how much the beauty of the passage
is lost to readersin this country, from not knowing the cus-
toms of the East. Here, you know, we always drive sheep.
But it was not so there.

“A year or two since, I heard in Boston, that some person
had imported a large flock of Saxony sheep, and that they
had just arrived in the city. One morning I happened to
look out of my window at the moment they were passing by.
And I was delighted at the illustration of Scripture, which.
the scene afforded. f

‘There were probably an hundred or an hundred and fifty
in the flock. The shepherd, who had come over to this
country to take care of them, went before the flock. He
held his right hand behind him, with the palm, turned
towards the sheep. A large buck followed close behind,
almost touching with his forehead the palm of the shepherd’s
hand. The rest of the flock were arranged in very regular
order, behind the leader, somewhat in the form of a wedge.

¢ The shepherd’s dog followed behind the whole, urging on
the few straggling sheep, who were disposed to linger.

¢ Whenever the shepherd turned a corner, the leader of the
flock ‘obeyed the turn of his hand, and thus the whole num-
ber were led, without the least difficulty, through any part of
the city.’

‘ Now how many passages in the Bible, which speak of the
Good Shepherd’s leading the lost and wandexing of the flock,
back again to the fold, and keeping them in green pastures,
&ec. are scarcely enjoyed, at all, from not understanding this.

‘It is also customary in Eastern countries for the shep-
herd to give a name to every sheep of the flock. They come
at the call of their name, and are easily distinguished ang
knovlzn by those who are accustomed to the shepherd’s
crook. ,

‘In this light, how tender and beautiful does the passage -
appear, in the 10th chapter of John.

‘He calleth his own sheep by name, and-leadeth them ont.
And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth before
them, and the sheg;: Sfollow him, for they know his voice.’
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There is one other remarkable passage illustrative of the
general principle of which we have been speaking, that is of
so entirely different a character from either of the preceding,
that I cannot forbear to mention it. It relates wholly to the
Vegetable Kingdom.

The 14th chapter of Hosea begins with an expostu-
lation with the backsliding [Israelites, and with an ear-
nest invitation to return to God. The most affecting as-
surances are given of his forgiving mercy towards their
past transgressions, and of his blessing for the future. And
the consequences of his blessing upon them as returning
penitents, are represented in the following manner.

‘I will be as the dew, unto Israel’” In some parts of
Judea, there is no rain for many months, during the summer
season, and the influence of the dew is essential to vegetation.
Where this is not felt, there is an arid, sterile desert. - Where
it is enjoyed, it causes the richest and most luxuriant growth.
Though they had become withered and dying like grass, by
their wanderings and sins, His grace and spirit, like the dew
should revive and-invigorate them.

¢He shall grow as the lily.” This flower is remarkable for
the rapidity of its growth. But it is also remarkable for its
frailty. So itis added, ¢ and cast forth his roots as Lebanon.’
The cedar of Lebanon was a well-known emblem of sta-
bility.

‘ His branches skall spread, and his beauty shall be as the
olive tree, and his smell as Lebanon.! . »

He shall extend, be increased, he shall be beautiful as the
olive tree, remarkable for the symmetry of its form, and for
the richness and fragrance of its verdure. As it is elsewhere
said, ¢ the fatness of the olive tree;’ ¢ And his smell as Leb-
anon.’ This mountain was distinguished not only for its
wonderful growth of firm and majestic cedars, but for the
abundance of its beautiful and fragrant flowers. Another
object of comparison, in some other place, is the ¢scent of the
wine of Lebanon,” which was made odorous and sweet with
aromatic drugs.

The whole of this delightful passage is filled with the
richest imagery, all of which is borrowed from the common
objects of vegetable life. And yet how few readers of the
Bible perceive or enjoy the precious meaning which these
comparisons convey. It seems to me that it would be utterly
impossible to express, by any direct language, the fulness of
blessing, which 1s couched under these figures of speech.
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Now it is the object of this book to open these treasures to
every reader. 'To unfold some at least of the hidden beau~
ties of the word of God.

It is by the discovery of such stores of excellence and beauty,
that the taste for the study of the Bible will be cherished and
increased. And the reader will be able to say, in one sense,
if not in the true one, ‘ Thy word is sweeter than honey to
my taste; yea, sweeter than honey in the honey-comb.*






CHAPTER 1.
ANIMALS.

SEC. I.—DOMESTIC ANIMALS.

—_—

THE ELEPHANT.

ThHis extraordinary animal is no where spoken of in sacred sciip»
ture, unless, as some think, it is the beliemoth of the book of Job.
Of this, however, we have strong doubts, as may be seen in the ar-
ticle Behemoth. In the book of Maccabees, we have an account of
the manner in which the elephants were employed in the field of
battle, and also of the methods adopted to excite them to a furious
contest with the enemy. Ivory, too, the well-known production of
the elephant, is twice distinctly mentioned in the canonical books,
1 Kings x. 22 2 Chron. ix. 21  On these accounts, it must find a
place in this work. 4

The elephant is in every respect the noblest quadruped in nature,.
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not less remarkable for its size than its docility and understanding.
All historians concur in giving it the character of the most sagacious
animal next to man ; and yet, were we to take our idea of its capa-
«city from its outward appearance, we should be led to conceive very
meanly of its abilities. At first view it presents the spectator with
.an enormous mass of flesh, that seens scarcely animated. Its huge
body, covered with a callous hide, withouthair; its large missha-
pen legs, that seem searcely formed for motion ; its little eyes, large
ears, and long trunk, all give it an air of extreme stupidity. But
our prejudices will soon subside when we come to examine its his-
tory ; they will even serve to increase our surprise, when we con-
sider the various advantages it derives from so clumsy a conforma-
tion. : S e %

The elephant is seen from seven to fifteen feet high. Whatever
care we take to imagine a large animal beforehand, yet the first
sight of this huge creature never fails to strike us with astonishment,
and in some measure to exceed our idea. Having been used to
smaller animals, we have scarcely any conception of its magnitude;
for a moving column of flesh, fourteen feet high, is an object so
utterly different fram those we are constantly presented with, that
to be conceived it must be actually seen. It would, therefore, be
impossible to give an idea of this animal’s figure by a description ;
which, even assisted by the art of the engraver, will but confusedly
represent the original. In general it may be observed, that the fore-
thead is high and rising, the ears very large and dependent, the eyes
extremely small, the proboseis, or trunk, long, the body round and
dull, the back rising in an arch, and the whole animal short in pro-
portion to its height. The feet are round at the bottom; on each
foot there are five flat horny risings, which seem to be the extremi-
ties of the toes, but do not appear outwardly. The hide is without
hair, full of scratehes and scars, which it receives in its passage
through thick woods and thorny places. At the end of the tail there
is a tuft of hair, a foot and a half long.

Of all quadrupeds, the elephant is the strongest, as well as the
Jargest; and yet, in a state of nature, itis neither fierce nor formida- .
ble. Mild, peaceful, and brave, it never abuses its power or its
strength, and only uses its force for its own protection, or that of its
community. In its native deserts the elephant is seldoni seen alone,
but appears to be a social friendly creature. The oldest of the com-
pany conducts the band : that which is next in seniority brings up
therear. The young, the weak, and the sickly, fall intothe centre ;
while the females carry their young, and keep them from falling by
means of their trunks. They maintain this orderonly in dangerous
amarches, or wlten they desire to feed in cultivated grounds: they
move with less precaution in the forest and solitudes, hut without
ever separating or removing so far asunder as to be incapable of
lending each other any requisite assistance. . It now and then hap-~
Jpeus, that one or two is found lingering behind the rest, and it is
against. these that the art and force of the hunters are united ; but an
attempt t0 molest the whole body would certainly be fatal. They
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go forward directly against him who offers the insult, strike him
with their tusks, seize him with their trunks, fling him into the air,
and then trample him to pieces under their feet. But they are thus
dreadful only when offended, and do no manner of personal injury
when suffered to feed without interruption. It is even known that
they are mindful of injuries received ; and, when once molested by
man, seek all occasions for the future to be revenged. They smell
him with their long trunks at a distance ; follow him with all their
#peed upon the scent; and, though slow to appearance, they are
soon able to come up with and destroy him.

In their natural state, they delight to live along the sides of rivers,
to keep in the deepest vales,to refresh themselves in the most shady
forests and watery places. They cannot live far from the water; and
they always disturb it before they drink. They often fill their trunk
with it, either to cool that organ, or to divert themselves by spirting
it out like a fountain.

Their chief food is of the vegetable kind, for they loathe all kind
of animal diet. 'When one among their number happens to light
upon a spot of good pasture, he calls the rest, and invites them to
share in the entertainment; but it must be a very copious pasture
indeed that can supply the necessities of the whole band. As with
their broad and heavy feet they sink deep wherever they go, they
destroy much more than they devour; so that they are frequently
obliged to change their quarters, and to migrate from one country
to another. The Indians and Negroes, who are often incommoded
by such visitants, do all they can to keep them away ; making loud
noises, and large fires round their cultivated grounds. But these
precautions do not always succeed ; the elephants often break
through their fences, destroy their whole harvest, and overturn
their little habitations. When they have satisfied themselves and
trodden down or devoured whatever lay in their way, they then re-
treat into the woods, in the same orderly manner in which they
made their irruption. .

Such are the habits of this animal, considered in a social light:
if we regard it as an individual, we shall find its powers still more
extraordinary. With a very awkward appearance, it possesses all
the senses in great perfoction, and is capable of applying them to
more useful purposes than any other quadruped. The elephant,
as we observed, has very small eyes, when compared to the enor-
mous bulk of its body. But though their minuteness may at first
sight appear deformed, yet, when we come to examine them, they
are seen to exhibit a variety of expression, and to diseover the va-
rious sensations with which it is moved. It turns them with
attention and friendship to its master: it seems to reflect and
deliberate; and as its passions slowly succeed each other, their
various workings are distinctly seen. Nor is it less remarkable for
the exeellence of its hearing. Its ears are extremely large, and.
greater in proportion than even those of an ass. They are usually
dependent; but it 4can readily raise and move them. They serve
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also to wipe its eyes, and to protect them against the dust and
flies, that might otherwise incommode them. Itappears delighted
with music, and very readily learns to beat time, to move in meas-
ure, and even to join its voice to the sound of the drum and the
trumpet.

Its sense of smelling is not only exquisite, but in a great
measure pleased with the same odors that delight mankind. The
elephant gathers flowers with great pleasure and attention ; it picks
them up one by one, unites them into a nosegay, and seems charm-
ed with the perfume. The orange-flower seems to be particularly
grateful both to its sense of taste and smelling ; it strips the tree of
all its verdure, and eats every part of it, even to the branches them-
selves. It seeksin the meadows the most odoriferous plants to
feed upon ; and in the woods it prefers the cocoa, the banana, the
palm, and the sago-tree, to all others. As the shoots of these are ten-.
der and filled with pith, it eats not only the leaves and the fruits, but
even the branches, the trunk, and the whole plant, to the very roots.

Bat it is in the sense of touching that this animal excels all
others of the brute creation, and, perhaps, even man himself. The
organ of this sense lies wholly in the trunk, which is an instrument
peculiar to this animal, and which serves for it all the purposes of
a hand. 'The trunk is, properly speaking, only the snout lengthen-
ed out to a great extent, hollow like a pipe, and ending in two
openings, or nostrils, like those of a hog. An elephant of fourteen
feet high has the trunk about eight feet long, and five feet and a
half in circumference at the mouth, where it is thickest. It is
hollow all along, but with a partition running from one end of it to
the other; so that though outwardly it appears like a single pipe, it
is inwardly divided into two. This fleshly tube is composed of
nerves and muscles, covered with a proper skin of a blackish color,
like that of the rest of the body. It is capable of being moved in
every direction, of being lengthened and shertened, of being bent
or straightened, so pliant as to embrace any body it is applied to,
and yet so strong that nothing can be torn from its gripe.

To aid the force of this grasp, there are several little eminences like
a caterpillar’s feet, on the underside of this instrument, which, with-
out doubt, contribute to the sensibility of the touch, as well as to
the firmness of the held. 'Through this trunk the animal breathes,
drinks, and smells, as through a tube; and at the very point of it,
just above the nostrils, there is an extension of the skin, about five
inches long, in the form of a finger, and which in fact answers all
the purposes of one: for, with the rest of the extremity of the trunk,
it is capable of assuming different forms at will, and, consequently,
of being adapted to the minutest ohjects. By means of this, the
elephant can take a pin from the ground, antie the knots of a rope,
unlock a doot, and even write with a pen. ¢l have myself seen,’
says lian, ¢ an elephant writing Latin characters on a board, in &
very orderly manner, his keeper only showing him the figure of
each letter. While thus employed, the eyes might be observed
studiously cast down upon the writing, and exhibiting an appear-
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ance of great skill and erudition.” It sometimes happens that the
object is too large for the trunk to grasp: in such a case the
elepbant makes use of another expedient as admirable as any of
the former. It applies the extremity of the trunk to the surface of
the object, and, sucking up its breath, lifis, and sustains such a
weight as the air in that case is capable of keeping suspended. In
such manner this instrument is useful in most of the purposes of
life; it is an organ of smelling, of touching, and of suction ; it not
only provides for the animal’s necessities and comforts, but it also
serves for ornament and defence.

But, though the elephant is thus admirably supplied by its trunk,
yet, with respect to the rest of its conformation, it is unwieldy and
helpless. The neck is so short that it can scarcely turn the head,
and must wheel round in order to discover an enemy from behind.
The hunters that attack it upon that quarter, generally thus escape
the effects of its indignation, and find time to renew their assaults
while the elephant is turning to face them. The legs are, indeed,
not so inflexible as the neck, yet they are very stiff, and bend not
without difficulty. Those before seem to be longer than the
hinder, but, upon being measured, are found to be something
shorter. The joints, by which they bend, are nearly in the middle,
like the knee of a man ; and the great bulk which they are to sup-
port makes their flexure ungainly. While the elephant is young,
it bends the legs to lie 'down or to rise; but when it grows old, or
sickly, this is not performed without human assistance; and it
becomes, consequently, so inconvenient, that the animal chooses
to sleep standing. The feet, upon which these massy columuns are
supported, form a base scarcely broader than the legs they sustain.
They are divided into five toes, which are covered beneath the
skin, and none of which appear to the eye; protuberances like
claws are only observed, which vary in number from three to
five. 'The apparent claws vary ; the internal toes are coustantly
the same. The sole of the foot is furnished with a skin as thick
and hard as horn, which completely covers the whole of its under

art.

! To the rest of the elephant’s incumbrances may be added its
enormous tusks, which are unserviceable for chewing, and are only
weapons of defence. These, as the animal grows old, become so
heavy that it issometimes obliged to make holes in the walls of its
stall, to rest them in, and ease itself of the fatigue of their support.
It is well known to what an amazing size these tugks grow ; they
are two in number, procecding from the upper jaw, and are some-
times found above six feet long. Some have supposed them to be
rather the horns than the teeth of the animal; but, besides their
greater similitude to bone than to horn, they have been indisputa-
bly found to grow from the upper jaw.*

* In 1 Kings x. 18, Ivory is designated great tooth, which clearly shows, says Mr.
Taylor, that the Hebrews imported it in the whole tusk. Ezekiel has used a phrase
srhich more correctly describes the nature of these weapons of defencs ; korns of teeth,
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Some have asserted, that these tusks are shed in the same man:
ner as the stag sheds its horns; but it is very probable, from theix
solid consistence, and from their accidental defects, which often
appear to be the effect of a slow decay, that they are as fixed as
the teeth of other animals are generally found to be. Certain it is,
that the elephant, in a domestic state, never sheds them, but keeps
them till they become inconvenient and cumbrous to the last
degree.

This animal is equally singular in other parts of its conformation ;
the lips and the tongue in other creatures serve to suck up and
direct their drink or their food ; but in the elephant they are totally
inconvenient for such purposes. It not only gathers its food with
its trunk, but supplies itself with water by the same means, When
it cats hay, it takes up a small wisp of it with the trunk, turns and
shapes it with that instrument for some time, and then directs it
into the mouth, where it is chewed by the great grinding teeth,
that are large in proportion to the bulk of the animal. This pae-
quet, when chewed, is swallowed, and never ruminated again, as
in cows or sheep, the stomach and intestines of this creature more
resembling those of a horse. Its manner of drinking is equally «
extraordinary.

For this purpose, the elephant dips the end of his trunk into the
water, and sucks up just as much as fills that great fleshy tube
eompletely. Tt then lifts up its head with the trunk full, and tyrn-~
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ing the point into its mouth, as if it intended to swallow trunk and
all, it drives the point below the opening of the windpipe. The
trunk being in this position, and still full of water, the elephant
then blows strongly into it at the other end, which forces the water
it contains into the throat; down which it is heard to pour with a
Joud gurgling noise, which continues till it is all blown down.
From this manner of drinking some have been led into an opinion,
that the young elephant sucks with its trunk, and not with its
mouth ; this, however, is erroneous.

The hide of the elephant is as remarkable as any other part. It
is not covered over with hair, as in the generality of quadrupeds,
but is nearly bare. Here and there indeed, a few bristles are seen
growing in the scars and wrinkles of the body, and very thinly
scattered over the rest of the skin; but in general the hide is dry,
rough, and wrinkled, and resembles more the bark of an old tree
than the skin of an animal. This grows thicker every year; and,
by a constant addition of substance, it contracts that disorder well
known by the name of elephantiasis, or Arabian leprosy; a dis-
ease to which man, as well as the elephant, is often subject. In
order to prevent this, the Indians rub the skin with oil, and fre-
quently bathe it, to preserve its pliancy. To the inconveniences
of this disorder is added another, arising from the great sensibility
of those parts that are not callous. Upon these the flies settle in
great abundance, and torment the animal unceasingly ; to remedy
which the elephant tries all its arts; using not only its tail and
trunk, in the natural manner, to keep them off; but even taking the
branch of a tree, or a bundle of hay, to strike them off with.
When this fails, it often gathers up the dust with its trunk, and
covers 2ll the sensible places. In this manner it has been seen to
gust itself several times in a day, and particularly upou leaving the

ath.

Water is as necessary to this animal as food itself. When in a
state of nature the elephant rarely quits the banks of the river, and
often stands in water up to the belly. In a state of servitude, the
Indians take equal care to provide a proper supply of water ; they
wash it with great address, and give it all the conveniences for
lending assistance to itself.

It is not to be wondered at, that an animal furnished with so
many and various advantages, of strength, sagacity, and obedience,
should be taken into the service of man. We accordingly find
that the elephant, from time immemorial, has been employed
either for the purposes of labor, of war, or of ostentation ; to increase
the grandeur of eastern princes, or to extend their dominions.
We have hitherto been deseribing this animal in its natural state ;
we 1ow come to consider it in a different point of view, as taken
from the forest, and reduced to human obedience. We are now to
behold this brave, harmless creature learning a lesson from man-
kind, and instructed by them in all the arts of war, massacre, and
devastation, We :mj1 Jow to behold this half-reasoning animal led

\
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into the field of battle, and wondering at those tumnlts and that
madness which he is compelled to increase.

The clephant is a native of Africa and Asia, being found neither
in Europe nor America. The savage inhabitants of Africa, instead
of attempting to subdue this powerful creature to their necessitics,
are happy in being able to protect themselves from his fury. For-
merly, indeed, during the splendor of the Carthaginjan empire, ele-
phants were used in their wars, but this was only a transitory gleam
of human power in that part of the globe; the natives of Africa
have long since degenerated, and the e%ephant is only known among
them from his devastations. However, there are no elephants in
the northern parts of Africa at present, there being none found on
this side of Mount Atlas. It is beyond the river Senegal that they
are to be met with in great numbers, and so down to the Cape of .
Good Hope, as well as in the heart of the country. In this exten-
sive region they appear to be more numerous than in any other
part of the world. They are there less fearful of men : less retired
mto the heart of the forests, they scem to be sensible of his impo-
tence and ignorance ; and often come ‘down to ravage his little la-
bors. 'They treat him with the same haughty disdain which they
show to other animals, and consider him as a mischievous little be-
ing, that fears to oppose them openly.

But, although these animals are most plentiful in Africa, it is on-
ly in Asia that the greatest elephants are found, and rendered sub-
servient to human command. In Afiiea, the largest do not exceed
ten feet high; in Asia, they are found from ten to fifteen. Their
price inereases in proportion to their size; and when they exceed
a certain bulk, like jewels, their value. then rises as the fancy is
pleased to estimate. )

As the art of war is but very little improved in Asia, there are few
princes of the East who do not procure and maintain as many ele-
phants as they are able, and place great confidence on their assist-
ance in an engagement. For this purpose, they are obliged to take
them wild in their native forests and tame then.

The elephant, when once tamed, becomes the most gentle and
obedient of alt animals. - It soon. conceives an attachment for the
person that attends it, caresses him, obeys him, and seems to anti-
cipate his desives. In a short time it begins to comprehend several
of the signs made to it, and even the different sounds of the voice 5
it perfectly distinguishes the tone of command from that of anger
or approbation, and it acts accordingly. It is seldom deceived in
its master’s voice ; it receives his orders with attention, and executes
them with prudence; eagerly, yet without precipitation. All its
motions are regulated ; and its uctions seem to partake of its magni-
tude, being grave, majestic, and seeure. It is quickly taught to
kneel down, to receive its rider; it caresses those it knows with its
trunk ; with this salutes such as it is ordered to distinguish, and
with this, as with a hand, helps to take up a part of its load. It
snffers itself to be arrayed in harness, and scems to take a pleasure
in the finery of its trappings. It draws either chariots, cannon, or
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shipping, with surprising strength and perseverance; and this with
a seeming satisfaction, provided that it be not beaten without a cause,
and that its master appear pleased with its exertions.

The elephant’s conductor is usually mounted on its neck, and
makes use of a rod of'iron to guide it, which is sometimes pointed,
and at others bent into a hook, With this the animal is spurred
forward, when dull or disobedient ; but, in general, a word is suffi-

cient to put the gentle creature into motion, especially when it is

acquainted with its conductor. This acquaintance is often perfect-

ly necessary, for the elephant frequently takes such an affection to

its keeper, that it will obey no other ; and it has been known to die

:]vi.gh grief, when, in some sudden fit of madness, it has killed jts
river.
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But it is not for drawing burdens alone that the elephants are
serviceable in war; they are, in the East, often brought into the
ranks, and compelled to fight in the most dangerous parts of the
field of battle : they are led, armed before with coats of mail, and
loaded on the back each with a square tower, containing from five
combatants to seven. Upon its neck sits the conductor, who goads
the animal into the thickest ranks, and encourages it to increase the
devastation ;* wherever it goes, nothing can withstand its fury ; it
levels the ranks with its immense bulk, flings such as oppose it in-
to the air, or crushes them to death under its feet. In the mean
time, those who are placed upon its back combat as from” an emi-
nence, and fling down their weapons with double force, their weight
being added to their velocity.t Nothing, therefore, can be more
dreadful, or more irresistible, than such a moving machine, to men
unacquainted with the modern arts of war; the elephant, thus arm-
ed and conducted, raging in the midst of a field of battle, inspires
more terror than even those machines that destroy at a distance,and
are often most fatal when most unseen.

The strength of an elephant is equal 1o jts bulk, for it can, with

- great ease, draw a load that six horses could not move: it can read-
1iy carry upon its back three or four thousand weight ; upon its tusks
alone it can support nearly a thousand. Its force may also be esti-
mated from the velocity of its motion, compared to the mass of its
body, It can go, in its ordinary pace, as fast as a horse at an easy
trot ; and, when pushed, it can move as swiftly as a horse at full
gallop. It can travel with ease fifty or sixty miles a day ; and when
hard pressed, almost double that distance. It may be heard trotting
on at a great distance ; it is easy also ta follow it by its track, which
is deeply impressed on the ground, and from fifteen to eighteen
inches in diameter.

In India they are also put to other very disagreeable cffices, for
in some courts of the more barbarous princes, they are used as
executioners; and this horrid task they perform with great dexteri-
ty. With their trunks they are seen to break every limb of the
criminal at the word of command ; they sometimes trample him to
death, and sometimes impale him on their tusks, as directed. In
this, the elephant is rather the servant of a cruel master, than a vol-
untary tyrant, since no other animal of the forest is so naturally
benevolent and gentle ; equally mindful of benefits as sensible of
neglect, he contracts a friendship for his keeper, and obeys kim to
the utmost of his capacity.

* ¢ And that they might provoke the elophants to fight, they showed them the blood of
grapes and mulberries.” 1 Mac. vi. 34.

t¢ And upon the beusts there were strong towers of wood, which eovered each of
them, and were girt fast to them by mechanical devices ; there were also upon each of
them, two and thirty styong men, who fought upon them, beside the Indian that ruled
thom.? 1 Mac. vi. 37.
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Tag original name of this animal has passed into most languages,
ancient and modern. In Hebrew it is called Gemel, from the verb-
to repay, requite ; probably on account of its revengeful disposition,
¢ A camel’s anger,’ is an Arabian proverb for an irreconcileable en-~
mity. There is no animal which remembers an injury longer, nor
seizes with greater keenness the proper opportunity of revenge;
which is the more remarkable on account of its gentle and docile
disposition, when unprovoked by harsh treatment.

From the Scriptures we learn that the camel constituted an im-
portant branch of patriarchal wealth. Job had at first three thou-
sand, and after the days of his adversity had passed away six thou-
sand camels. The Avabians estimate their riches and possessions
by the number of their camels ; and speaking of the splendor and
wealth of a noble, or prince, they observe, he has so many camels ;
not so many pieces of gold. The Midianites and Amalekites had
camels without number, as the sand upon the seashore ; many of
which were adorned with chains of gold, and other rich and splen-.
did ornaments, Judges vii. 12. So great was the importance attached
to the management and propagation of camels, that a particular
officer was appointed in the reign of David, to superintend their
keepers. Nor is it without a special design, that the inspired writer
mentions the descent of the person appointed ; he was an Jshmael-
ite, and therefore supposed ta be thoroughly skilled in the treatment
of that useful quadruped,
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There are as many as seven species of camel discriminated by
Zoologists ; but it is only the Arabian camel or dromedary, and the
Bactrian camel, that are known in Scripture.

The former species is distinguished by having only one bunch
or protuberance on the back. -Its general height, measured from
the top of the dorsal bunch to the ground, is about six feet and a
half, but from the top of the head when the animal elevates it, it is
not much less than nine feet: the head, however, is usually so car-
ried as to be nearly on a level with the bunch, or rather below it,
thre animal bending the neck extremely in its general posture. The
head is small; the neck very long; and the body of a long and
meagre shape; the legs rather slender, and the tail, which is slight-
ly tufted at the extremity, reaches to the joints of the hind legs.
The feet are very large, and are hoofed in a peculiar manner, being
divided above into two lobes, the extremity of each lobe being guar-
ded by a small hoof. The under part of the foot is guarded by an
extremely long, tough, and pliable skin, which, by yielding in all
directions, enables the animal to travel with peculiar ease and secu-
rity over dry, hot, stony, and sandy regions, which would soon parch
and destroy the hoof. On the legs are six callosities,—one on each
knee, one on the inside of each fore leg on the upper joint, and one
on the inside of each hind leg at the bottom of the thigh. On the
lower part of the breast is also a large callous or tough tubercle,
which is gradually increased by the constant habit which the animal
has of resting upon it in lying down.

'The native country of the canel is Arabia, from whose burning
deserts it has been gradually diffused over the rest of Asia and
Africa. 'The Arab venerates his camel as the gift of heaven, as a
sacred animal, without whose aid he could neither subsist, trade,
nor travel.

The hair of these animals, which is fine and soft, and is renewed
every year, is used by the Arabians to make stuffs for their clothing
and furniture. It was of this material that Elijah the Tishbite wore
a dress, (2 Kings, i. 8); and also John the Baptist, Matt. iii. 1. It
must not be supposed, however, that the description of haircloth
used by these and other prophets, mentioned in scripture, bore any
resemblance to the beautiful cashmire shawl, imported into this
country ; it was a much coarser manufacture of this material, and
is still used by the modern dervises. We may probably obtain some
jdea of its texture, from what Braithwaite says of the Arahian huts:
¢They are made of camels’ huir, something like our coarse hair-
cloths to lay over goods.’ ;

Blest with their camels, the Arabs not only want for nothing, but
thiey fear nothing, In a single day they can traverse a tract of fifty
Jeagues into the desert, and thus escape the reach of their enemies,
‘All the armies in the world, says Buffon, would perish in pursuit of
ntroop of Arabs. Figure to yourself, for instance, observes this
writer, a country without verdure, and without water; a burning
gand, an air glways clear, plains of sands, and mountains still more
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parched, over which the eye extends without perceiving a single
animated being ; a dead earth, perpetually tossed by the winds, pre-
senting nothing but bones, scattered flints, roeks perpendicular, or’
overthrown: a naked desert where the traveller never breathes un-
der a friendly shade, where nothing accompanies him, and where
nothing recals to mind the idea of animated nature; an absolute
solitude, infinitely more frightful than that of the deepest forest ; for
to man trees are, at least, visible objeets: more solitary and naked,
more lost in an unbounded void, he everywhere beholds the extend-
ed space surrounding him as a tomb: the light of the day, more
dismal than the darkness of night, scrves only to give him a clearer
idea ofhis own wretehedness and impotence, and to present before
his eyes the horror of his situation, by extending around him the
immense abyss which separates him from the habitable parts of the
earth : an abyss which he would in vain attempt to traverse, for
hunger, thirst, and burning heat haunt him every moment that re-
maius between despair and death. The Arab, nevertheless, by the
assistance of his camel, has learned to surmount, and even to appro-
priate these frightful intervals of nature to himself. They serve him
for an asylum, they seeure his repose, and maintain his independ-
ence. The Arab is early accustomed to the fatigues of travelling,
to want of sleep; and to endure hunger, thirst, and hcat. With
this view he instructs, rears, and exercises his camels. A few days
after their birth, he folds their limbs to remain on the ground, and
in this situation he loads them with a pretty heavy weight, which
is never removed but for the purpose of replacing a greater. Instead
of allowing them to feed at pleasure, and to drink when they are
thirsty, he regulates their repasts, and makes them gradually travel
Jong journies, diminishing at the same time their quantity of food.
When they acquire some strength, he exercises them to the course ;
he excites their emulation by the example of horses, and in time
renders them equally swift and more robust. At length, when he
is assured of' the strength, fleetness, and sobriety of his camels, he
loads them with whatever is necessary for his and their subsistence,
departs with them, arrives unexpectedly at the eonfines of the des-
ert, robs the first passenger he meets, pillages the straggling habita-
tions, loads his camels with the booty, and if pursued is obliged to
accelerate his retreat. It is on these occasions that he unfolds his
own talents and those of his camels ; he mounts one of the fleetest,
and conducting the troop, makes them travel night and day, almost
without stopping to eat or drink; and in this manner he easily
passes over the space of three hundred leagues in eight days. Dur-
ing all that time of fatigue and travel he never unloads his eamels,
and only allows them an hour of repose, and a ball of paste each
day. They often run in this manner for eight or nine days, with-
out meeting with any water, and when by chance there is a pool at
some distance, they scent the water, even when halfa league from
it. Thirst makes them redouble their pace, and they drink as much
at once as serves'them for the time that is past, and for as much to
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come ; for their journey ofien lasts them several weeks,and their.
abstinence continues till their journey is accomplished.

The driest thistle and the barest thorn, are all the food this useful
quadruped requires ; and even these, to save time, he eats while
advancing on his journey, without stopping or occasioning a mo-
ment of delay. As it is his lot to cross immense deserts where no
water is found, and countries not even moistened with the dew of
heaven, he is endued with the power, at one watering place, to lay
in a store, with which he supplies himself for thirty days to come.
To contain this enormous quantity of fluid, nature has formed large
cisterns within him, from which, once filled, he draws at pleasure
the quantity he wants, and pours it into his stomach, with the same
effect as if he then drew it from the spring.

Notwithstanding that the camel is so extremely revengeful as to
bear in mind, and resent in the most terrible manner any injury it
may have sustamed its patience is the most extraordinary. Its suf-
ferings seem to be gireat; for when it 1s overloaded, it sends forth the
wost lamentable cries, but never offers to resist the tyrant who op-
presses it. At the slightest signs it bends its knees, and lies upon
its belly, suffering itselt’ to be loaded in this position; at another
sign it rises with its load, and the driver getting upon its back, en-
courages the animal to proceed with hig voice and with a song.

Throughout Turkey, Persia, Egypt, Arabia, Barbary, and vari-
ous other contiguous countries, all kinds of merchandise are car-

ried by camels, which, of all tonveyances, is the most expeditious,
and attended with the least expence. Merchants and other travel-
lers assemble, and unite in caravans to avoid the insults and rob-
beries of the Arabs: 'These caravans are often numerous, and are
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ulways composed of more camels than men. Each camel is load-
ed according to his strength ; the larger ones carrying from a thou-
sand to twelve hundred pounds weight, and the smaller, from six
to seven hundred. ~ Burckhardt states that a camel can never be
stopped while its companions are moving on. The Arabs are
therefore highly pleased with a traveller who jumps off his beast,
and remounts without stopping it, as the act of kneeling down is
troublesome and fatiguing to the loaded camel, and before it can
rise again, the caravan is considerably ahead. He also affirms it
to be an erroneous opinion, that the camel delights in sandy ground.
It is true, he remarks, that he- crosses it with less difficulty. than
any other animal, but wherever the sands are deep, the weight of
himself and his load makes his feet sink into the sand at every step,
and he groans and often sinks under his burden. Hence, this trav-
eller states it to be, that camels’ skeletons are found in great num-
bers where the sands are deepest. It is the hard gravelly ground
of the desert which is most agreeable to this animal.

The Bactrian camel is distinguished from the Arabian camel or
dromedary, by having two bunches on his back. 1t is not so nu-
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merous as the other, and is chiefly confined to some parts of Asia.
Unlike the dromedary, whose niovement, as we have seen, is re-
markably swift, the Bactrian camel proceeds at a slow and solemn
pace. ‘

From the account now.furnished of this animal, we may see the
propriety and beauty of several passages of scripture, in which it is
mentioned or alluded to. X
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Reviewing his own passing days, and properly estimating the
shortness of human life, Job exclaims—

O! swifler than a courier are my days:
They flee away—they see no good.

As SWELLING sHIPs they sweep on ;
As an eagle swooping on its prey.

This passage has sadly perplexed commentators. 'The original
of the third line, literally rendered, is ¢ships of Abeh;’ or, if Abek
be taken for swiftness, ¢ships of swiftness.’

For the purpose of ascertaining what might probably be the
intention of the sacred writer, Mr. Taylor thus analyses the import
of the words ; My days pass faster than a running messenger, who
exerts his speed when sent on important business; they even fly,
like a fugitive who escapes for his life from an enemy ; they do not
look around them to sce for anything good ; they are passed as ships of -
swiftness ; as a vulture flying hastily to the newly fallen prey. By
marking the climax, we find the messenger swift, the fugitive more
s;vi(l't], the ships swifter than the fugitive, and the vulture swiftest
of all.

In support of this ingenious conjecture, Mr. Taylor cites the fol-
lowing passage from ¢ honest Sandys.’

¢The whole caravan being now assembled, consisted of a thou-
sand horses, mules, and asses; and of five hundred camELs.
Trest ARE THE SHIPS oF ARABIA; THEIR SEAS ARE THE DES-
ERTS, a creature created for burthen, &e. It doesnot clearly
appear in this extract, however, though it might be gathered from
it, that the camel has the name of the ¢ Ship of Arabia;’ But Mr.
Bruce comes in to our assistance, by saying, ¢ What enables the shep-
herd to perform the long and toilsome journies across Africa, is
the CAMEL, EMPHATICALLY CALLED, BY THE Arass, THE SHIP
OF THE DESERT'! he seems to have been created for this very
trade,’ &e. The idea thus thrown out, and in a great measure
confirmed by Sandys aad Bruce, is further supported by an account
of the swifiness of these metaphorical ¢ships,’ furnished in Mor-
gan’s ¢ History of Algiers.” This writer states, that the dromedary,
in Barbary called Aashare, will, in one night, and through a level
country, traverse as much ground as any single horse can perform
in ten. The Arabs affirm, that it makes nothing of holding its
rapid pace, whick i3 a most violent hard irot, for four-and-twenty
hours on a stretch, without showing the least signs of weariness, or
inclination to bait ; and that, having swallowed a ball or two of a sort
of paste, made up of bariey-meal and a little powder of dry dates,
with a bowl of water, or camel’s milk, the indefatigable animal will
seem asfresh as atfirst setting out, and readyto continue running atthe
same scarcely credible rate, for as many hours longer, and so on from
one extremity of the African desert to the other, provided its rider
could hold out without sleep, and other refreshments. During his
stay in Algiers, Mr. Morgan was once’a party in a diversion in which
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one of these Adshari ran against some of the swiftest Barbs in the
whole Meja, which is famed for having good ones, of the true
Libyan breed, shaped like greyhounds, and which will sometimes
run down an ostrich. The reader will not, we apprehend, be dis- -
pleased at our transferring his account to these pages.

¢We all started like racers, and for the first spurt, most of the
best mounted among us, kept pace pretty well ; but our grass-fed
horses soon flagged : several of the Libyan and Numidian runners
held pace, till we, who still followed upon a good round hand gal-
lop, could no longer discern them, and then gave cut; as we were
told after their return. When the dromedary had been out of
sight about half an hour, we again espied it, flying towards us with
an amazing velocity, and in a very few moments was amongst us, and
seemingly nothing concerned ; wiile the horses and mares were all
on a foam, and scarcely able to breathe, as was likewise a tall fleet
greyhound dog, of the young princess, who had followed and kept
pace the whole time, and was no sooner got back to us, but lay
down panting as il ready to expire.’

This account shows, also, with what propriety the prophet calls
this animal the ¢swift dromedary,’ (Jer. 1ii. 23,) as well as the wis-
dom of Esther’s messengers, in choosing it to carry their despatch-
es to the distant provinces of the Persian empire, Esth. viii. 10.

The writer just quoted, informs us, that the Arabs guide their
dromedaries by means of a thong of leather, which is passed
through a hole purposely made in the creature’s nose. Will not
this illustrate the expression in 2 Kings, xix. 28: ‘I will put my
hook in thy nose, and 1y bridle in thy lips, and I will turn thee
back by the way by which thou camest?’ This denotes, no doubt,
the depth of the Assyrian’s humiliation, and the swifiness of his re-
treat.

Another passage which Mr. Taylor thinks may be illustrated by
the application of the term 2dshare to a swift dromedary, is Prov.
vi. 10, 11:

A little sleep, a little slumber,

A little folding of the arms to sleep ;

So shall thy poverty come a3 one that travelleth,
And thy want as an armed man.

It is evident that the writer means to denote the speed and rapid-
ity of the approaches of penury ; therefore, instead of, ‘one that
travelleth) we may read ‘a post, or quick messenger,’ an express.
But our present business is with the ‘armed man.” Now, the words
thus translated, are no where used to denote an armed man, or ‘a
man of a shield,’ as some would render them literally ; but the Chal-
dee paraphrast translates them thus, ¢swift like an Adshare,’ or,
mounted on an Jdshare, i. ¢. an Adshare-rider, to answer to the post
ar express, in the former line, Thus we shall bave an increase of
swiftness suggested here, as the passage evidently demands. The
sentiment, on the principles above suggested, would stand thus:—
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So shall thy poverty advance as rapidly as an express,
And thy penury as a strong and swift antagonist or [Aashare-rider. ]

In that sublime prediction, where the prophet foretels the great
increase and flourishing state of Messiah’s kingdoms, by the con-
version and accession of the Gentile nations, he compares the hap-
py and glorious concourse to a vast assemblage of camels: ¢ The
multitude of camels shall cover thee, the dromedaries of Midian and
Ephah” That people, rather than irrational animals are intended,
is evident from these words; ¢All they from Sheba shall come;
they shall show forth the praises of the Lord.” Isa. Ix. 6. In adopt-
ing this figure, the prophet might, perhaps, have his eye on the hie-
roglyphical writing of the Egyptians, in which the figure of a camel
represented a man; and if' so, besides its strict conformity to the
genius of Hebrew poetry, we can discern a propriety in its introdue-
tion into this illustrious prediction. Some interpreters piously refer
the prophecy to Christ himself; and imagine it began to receive its
accomplishment when the magi, proceeding from the very places
mentioned by the prophet, worshipped the new-bhorn Saviour, ‘and
{\n‘esented unto him gifis ; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.” But

Tidian, and the other places mentioned by the prophet, lay to the
south of Judea ; while the evangelist expressly says the magi came
from the east; which, as well as their name, magi, or wise men,
clearly proves that Persia was their native country,and the place of
their abode.

To pass a camel through the eye of a necdle, was a proverbial
expression among the nations of high antiquity, denoting a difficul-
ty which neither the art nor the power of man could surmount.
QOur Lord condescends to employ it in his discourse to the disci-
ples, to show how extremely difficult it is for a rich man to forsake
all, for the cause of God and truth, and obtain the blessings of sal-
vation: ‘I say unto you, it is easier for a camel to go through the
eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of
heaven,” Matthew, xix. 24. Many expositors are of opinion, that the
allusion is not to the camel, but to the cable by which an anchor ig
made fast to the ship ; aud for camel they read camil, from which
our word cable is supposed to be derived. It is not, perhaps, easy
to determine, which of these ought to be preferred ; and some inter-

reters of considerable note, have accordingly adopted both views.
I())thez's have asserted, that there was near Jurusalem a low gate,
called the Needle’s Eye, under which a camel could not pass with-
out being unloaded.

However though the exact proverbial expression, which was
doubtless well understood, by those to whom it was addressed, may
be to us unintelligible, the instruction conveyed is ohvious. Riches
are a snare aud often a hindrance in the way to heaven ; and the
heart that is supremely set upon them, can never be brought to a
cordial surrender of itself to the meek, lowly, and self-denying Jesus,
without which, itis impossible to enter into. his kingdom. But the
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things that are impossible with men, are possible with God. Divine
Grace can do away the impossibility by bringing the heart,to a wil-
ling compliance with the requirements of the Gospel.

In Matthew, xxiii. 24, is another proverbial expression : ¢ Ye strain
at a gnat, and swallow a camel’” Dr. Adam Clarke has proved,
that there is an error of the press, in the English translation, by
which af has been substituted for out. The passage as it now
stands, conveys no sense : it should be, ¢ Ye strain out the gnat, and
swallow down the camel.’” The allusion is to the custorn which
prevailed among both Gentiles and Jews, of struining the liquor
which they drank, for the purpose of ejecting those insects which
S0 swarm in some southern countries, and hence, easily full into
wine-vessels. Some of the commentators have wished to get rid of
the camel in this passage, from an idea that our Lord could not have
united so huge an animal with sosmall an insect. 'They, therefore,
propose to understand a larger species of fly. This conjectural
emendation, however, cannot be admitted, as it is unsupported by
all the ancient versions. The expression must be taken hyperbols-
cally. 'To nake the antithesis as strong as may be, two things are
selected as opposite as possible ; the smallest insect, and the largest
animal. And this very antithesis was used by the Jewish and
Greek writers, as appears from Wetstein.

The expression has generally been understood by English read-
ers as implying an eflort to swallow, but rejecting something very
small and inconsiderable, yet receiving without hesitation some-
thing much larger and more important : but the fact is, it alludes to
a custom the Jews had of straining or filtering their wine, for fear of
swallowing any forbidden insect. Now, as it would be ridiculous
to strain liquor for the sake of clearing it from insects, and then eat-
ing the largest of those insects ; so the conduect of those is not only
ridiculous, but highly criminal, who are superstitiously anxious in
avoiding small faults, yet scruple not to commit the greatest sins.

Camels are spoken of in scripture,

1. As an article of wealth and state, Gen. xii. 16, xxx. 43, 2 Kings
vii. 9. 1 Chron. xxvii. 30. Ezra, ii. 67. Neh. vii. 69. Job i. 2.

2. As used for travelling, Gen. xxiv. 64. xxxi. 34. 1 Kingsx. 2.

3. As an important means of traffic, Gen. xxxvii. 25. 1 Chron.
xii. 40. Isa. xxx. 6.

- 4. As used in war, Judges vi. 5. vii. 12. 1 Sam. xxx. 17. Jer. xlix. -

5. As a spoil in war, Judges viii. 21. 1 Sam. xxvii. 9. 1 Chron. v.
21, Job i. 17. Jer. xlix. 32.

6. As sufferers in the plagues brought upon the brute creation
for the sin of man, Exod. ix. 3. 1 Sam. xv. 3.

7. As furnishing an article of clothing, Matt. iii. 4. Zech. xiv. 15.

8. Connected with these animals, we have a pleasing instance of
industry, humility, and courtesy in a young woman of rank and
fortune. Rebekah was seen at the well, condescending by person-
al labor to suppl%r*the wants of the camels of Abraham’s servant;
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nor did her good disposition and good conduct go unrewarded ;
those camels shortly after bore her into the Land of Promise, to be-
come the wife of Abrabam’s son, and one in the line of mothers
from whom He should descend, in whom all the families of the
earth are blessed. Gen. xxiv. 19—64.

9 7The camel is prohibited for food as unclean, Lev. xi. 14. Deut.
xiv. 7.

10. Camels are prophetically and figuratively mentioned in the
Old Testament. Isaiah (xxi. 7,) predicts the march of Cyrus’s
army to the conquest and destruction of Babylon in the time of Bel-
shazzar. Isaiah (xxx. 6,) alludes to the folly and presumption of
the Israelites, or Jews, or both, who in the time of their trouble car-
ried treasures on camels into Egypt, to purchase the assistance of
that people, and acknowledged not the Lord their God, who alone
could save and deliver them. TIsa.lx. 6, is part of a most sublime
prediction, figurative of the purity and enlargement of the church
in the reign' of the Messiah, when different nations shall with alacri-
ty and zeal dedicate themselves and their substance to the service
of God.

Jer. xlix. 29, 32, predicts the confusion and ruin that should be-
fal Kedar and Hazor, enemies of Istael, upon God whom God
would bring his judgments by the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of
Bubylon. The fulfilment of this prediction took place during the
captivity of the Jews, and would tend greatly to encourage their
hopes that the promises of their deliverance and return should also
in due titne be accomplished. Very similar is the prediction, Ezek.
xxv. 5, that Rabbah, the chief city of Ammon, should be taken as
a stable for camels by the Chaldeans.
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THE HORSE.

Tre spirited picture of the war-horse in the book of Job is worthy of
the pen of inspiration ; butto appreeiate its eorrectness, we must not
look at him in the pasture or the stable, merely, to whieh he is con-
signed by man, but in those wild and extensive plains, where he has
been originally produeed, where he ranges without control, and
riots in all the variety of luxurious nature—and also in the field of
battle, where his native fire and energy are called forth, and excited
into action, by the clang of arms, and the blasts of trumpets.

The horse is universally allowed to be the most beautiful of all
the quadruped animals ; the noble largeness of his form, the glossy
smoothness of his skin, the graceful ease of his motions and the ex-
act symmetry of his shape, have taught us to regard him as the
first, and as the most perfectly formed; and yet what is extraordi-
nary enough, if we examine him internally, his structure will be
found the most different from that of man of all other quadrupeds
whatsoever. As the ape approaches us nearest in internal con-
forination, so the horse is the most remote ;—a striking proof that
there may he oppositions of beauty, and that all grace is not to be
referred to one standard.

It is not possible to determine the country from which the horse
originally came: that it was from the East, however, seems highly
probable, since the colder climnates do not so well agree with his
constitution, and also because the most beautiful, generous, swift,
zlx)nd persevering of all horses in the world, are found in Arabia and

ersia.



56 SCRIPTURE NATURAL HISTORY.

The swiftness of these animals is incredible, and has given occa-
sion to some very spirited figures in the sacred writings. Thus,
Isaiah, describing the terrible devastation which the land of Judea
was (loomed to suffer by the Assyrian armies, whose horses were
probably of the Persian breed, expresses the amazingly rapid move-
ments of their chariots with much beauty and foree : ¢ Their wheels
shall be like a whirlwind,’ (ch. v. 28.); as does Jeremiah, also:
¢ Behold, he shall come up as clouds, and his chariots shall be as a
whirlwind ; his horses are swifter than eagles,’ cb.iv.14. The
prophet Habakkuk, in describing the same quality of the horse,
uses a different figure, but one equally striking : ¢ Their horses are
swifter than the leopards, and more fierce than the evening wolves ;
and their horsemen shall spread themselves, and their horsemen
i}f]la" come from far ; they shall fly as the eagle that hasteth to eat,

1. 8.

At a very early period of its history, Egpyt was famous for its
breed of horses, as we learn from Exod. xiv. 9; and such appears
to have been the excellency of the Egyptian horses in subsequent
times, that the prophet Isaiah declares to the Israelites, who were
disposed to put their confidence in the time of danger on the re-
sources of Egypt, that ‘the Egyptians were men, and not God, and
their horses flesh, and not spirit,’ chap. xxxi. 3.

In early ages, horses were rare among the Hebrews. The pat-
riachs had none ; and after the departure from Egypt, it was express-
ly forbidden to their ruler to procure them, Deut. xvii. 16. As
horses appear to have been generally furnished by Egypt, God pro-
hibited them, 1. Lest there should be such commerce with Egypt
as might lead to idolairy. 2. Lest the people might depend on a
well appointed cavalry, as a means of security, and so cease from
trusting in the promised aid and protection of Jehovah. And, 3.
That they mightnot be tempted to cxtend their dominion by means
of cavalry, and so get scattered among the surrounding idolatrous
nations, and thus cease, in process of time, to be that distinct and
separate people which God intended they should be, and without
which the prophecies relative to the Messiah could not be known
to have their due and full accomplishment.

In the time of the Judges, there were horses and war chariots
among the Canaanites, but the Israclites were without them ; and
hence they were generally too timid to venture down into the plains,
confining their conquests to the mountainous parts of the country.
In the reign of Saul, horse breeding does not appear to have been
introduced into Arabia, {of, in a war with some of the Arabian na-
tions, the Israelites sold plunder, in carmels, sheep, and asses, but
still no horses. Solomon was the first among the Hebrews who
established a ecavalry force, and compared to what is now usual, it
was one of very considerable extent, 1 Kings, x. 23. He also car-
ried on a trade in Egyptian horses for the benefit of the crown, 2
Chr.ix. 28,

It is evident from Judges, v. 2; Isa. v. 28 ; and Amos, vi. 12, that
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it was not the practice among the ancients to shoe the horse, as is
now done. For this reason, the strength and firmness, and solidi-
ty of its hoof were of much greater importance with them than with
us, and were esteemed one of the first praises of a fine horse. The
latter of the above cited passages may receive illustration from the
following remark : ¢ The Arabs signify the soundess of the feet of
grey horses, by an Arabjan adage, which indicates that if a caval-
. cade be passing through a stony country, the grey horses will break
the stones with their feet ; this opinion appears founded on expe-
rience, for in the Atlas mountain, in some parts of Suse, and in all
harsh stony districts, we find a much greater proportion of grey
horses than of any other color; their feet are so hardy, that I have
known them to travel two days’ journey through the stony defiles
of Atlas, without shoes, over roads full of loose broken stones, and
basaltic rocks.’ .

We read, in Zech. vi. 1—3, of four chariots coming out from be-
tween two mountains of brass. ¢In the first chariot were red
horses ; and in the second chariot black horses; and in the third
chariot white horses; and in the fourth chariot grisled and bay
horses’ These four chariots have been interpreted to be the
four great monarchies, Chaldean, Persian, Grecian, and Roman,
which successively executed God’s purposes of mercy and justice ;
and the various colors of the horses of the different complexions
of those monarchies. But Mr. Greenfield, with more probability,
understands them of angels; i. e. messengers or agents, called the
chariots of the Lorp, (Ps. Ixviii. 17), by whom he executes his
providential will on earth. The red horses denote war; the black
horses famine and pestilence; the white horses the removal of
judgments ; and the grisled horses, a mingled dispensation of wrath
and mercy. Comp. Rey. vi.2—8. s

It is well known that many heathen nations have consecrated
horses to the sun or solar light, which deity was represented as rid-
ing in a chariot, drawn by the most beautiful and swiftest horses
inthe world, and performing every day his journey from east to
west, to enlighten the earth. g

This idolatrous practice had infected Judea, for weread (2 Kings,
xxiii. 11,) of the horses which the kings of Judah had given to the
sun or solar light.
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THE ASS.

Or this animal there are two varieties described by naturalists—
the wild and the domestic. The former we pass by for the pres-
ent, and direct our attention to the latter. The usual appellation
by which this beast is distinguished in seripture, is CHEMOR, from
a word which signifies fo disturb or disorder, and it is so called,
probably, from its extraordinary turbulence when excited. The
domestic ass being an animal so well known, renders it unnecessa-
ry that we should” describe its form and appearance. But it must
be noticed, that in eastern countries it is larger and much finer in
every respeet, and so Lighly is it valued, as to be preferred to the
horse for many domestic purposes. Asses are enumerated as con-
stituting part of the riches of Abraham, Jacob, and Job, (Gen. xii.
16; xxx.43; Job xlii. 12.); and Anpah, a Horite prince, did not
consider it beneath the dignity of his character to feed the asses be-
longing to his father Zibeon, Gen. xxxvi. 24. In the reign of Da-
vid, they were of so much importance that Jedheiah the Merono-
thite, a prince of Israel, was appointed to superintend the breed, 1
Chron. xxvii. 30. ' To ride upon an ass was, in the days of the
Judges, a mark of distinction, to which it is probable, the vulgar
might not presume to aspire. This is evident from the brief no-
tices which the inspired historian gives of the greatness and riches
of Jair, the Gileadite, one of the Judges; ‘He had thirty sons who
rode on thirty ass colts ; and they had thirty cities, which are called
Havoth-Jair unto this day,’ Judges x. 3, 4.  Abdon, the Pirathonite,
another of the Jidges, ‘had forty sons and thirty nephews, who
rode on threescore and ten ass colts,’ ch. xii. 13, 14. In several of
these passages, it should be observed, a particular kind of the do-
mestic ass is spoken of—the AToN—whose value, if we may judge
from the circumstances in which we generally find it placed, by far
exceeded that of the ordinary description. g
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It is reasonable to suppose, that the manners and customs of the
chosen tribes underwent a change when the government became
monarchical, and the fascinating pleasures of a court began to exert
their usual influence ; still, however, the ass kept his place in the
service of the great. Mephibosheth, the grandson of Saul, rode on
an ass; as did Ahithopel, the prime minister of David, and the
greatest statesman of that age. Even so late as the reign of Jeho-
ram the son of Ahab, the services of this animal were required by
the wealthy Israelite ; for the Shunamite, a person of high rank,
saddled her ass, and rode to Carmel, the residence of Elisha, to an~
nounce the death of her son to the prophet, and to solicit his assist-
ance, 2 Kings, iv. 8, 24.

But as the number of horses increased in Judea, and people of
rank and fashion became fonder of pomp and show, the movements
of the nobler and statelier animal were preferred to the rapid but
less dignified motions of the ass. This change, it is reasonable to
suppose, began to take place from the accessjon of Solomen to the
throne of Israel ; for that rich and splendid prince collected a very
numerous stud of the finest horses that Egypt and Arabia could
furnish. One thing is certain, viz.that after the Jews returned
from their long captivity in Babylon, the great and fashionable, for
the most part, rode the horse or the mule. The ass was resigned
to the use of the lower orders, and it quickly became a mark of
poverty and meanness to appear in public on that animal. It has
been for want of attending to this change in the custons of the
Jewish people, that some commentators of repute have ventured to
oppose the obvious meaning of Matt. xxi. 4, 5, which describes our
Saviour as riding into Jerusalem upon an ass; a circumstance
which, both here and in the prophecy (Zech. ix.9), is represented
as a proof of his meek and lowly spirit. They, however, by refer-
ring to the usage in the early periods of the commonwealth, have
considered the circumstance as reflecting, in the estimation of the
people, high honer upon his character.

‘T'he ass being an unclean animal, whose flesh was prohibited by
the Mosaic law, renders 2 Kings, vi. 25, somewhat perplexing :—
¢ And there was a great famine in Samaria, until an ass’s head was
sold for eighty pieces of silver’” ‘The difficulty in understanding
this passage, according to our translation, would not be so great,
did we not know, that however lax the Jews were in points of
morality, no kind or extent of suffering could induce them to vie-
late the ceremonial precepts of the law, and more especially those
which referred to meats. The late editor of Calmet has succeeded,
we believe, in correctly interpreting the passage. In 1 Sam. xvi.
20, we read in our Bibles, * And Jesse took an ass laden with
bread  where the words ‘laden with,’ are an addition to our trans-
lators, the original being ass bread, or, an ass of bread, meaning, as
Mr. Taylor conjectures, not an animal, but a wessel, containing
bread ; a stated measure, or a gile ; the LXX. render ¢a chomer of
bread.’—~So we find in the Greek poet Sosibus, ¢ He ate three times
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in the space of a single day, three great asses of bread,’—which
Cassaubon understands of the lading of threc asses; whereas it
means the contents of three vases of the kind called an ass.* We
may also doubt, whether Abigail (1 Sam. xxv. 18,) really loaded
asses—quadrupeds—with her presents to David; for the original
literally is, ¢she took two hundred of bread, &c. and placed them
on THE asses ; which suggests something distinet from asses, ani-
wmals ; for then it would be, as it is in our version, ¢ she placed them
on asses.” Besides, there is a passage (Ex. viii. 14,) where our
translators themselves have rendered heaps, what in the original is
asses asses; ¢ They gathered the frogs together, asses asses;’ 1. e.
many of that quantity called an ass,; and so Samson says of his
defeated enemies, ‘a heap, heaps; ass asses.’” Now, if we take our
English word pile, to signify this quantity, without attempting to
determine accurately, it will lead us to tle idea, that Jesse sent to
Saul a pile of bread ; that a person ate three piles of bread in one
day; that Abigail placed her bread, wine, corn, raisins, and figs in
piles ; that the Egyptians gathered the frogs in piles ; that Samson’s
enemies laid in piles. In these renderings there is nothing straincd
or unnatural. Let this vindicate those Jews, then, who translate
the passage which has given occasion to these observations, not
¢ the head of an ass,” but ¢ the head of a measure ; for the lettersare
precisely the same in the original. ¢But what must we do with
the head ?’ inquires Mr. Taylor, to which he ingeniously adds, that
the word rash, here rendered head, signifies the total, entirety; the
twhole, as Psalms, exxxix. 17 ; ¢ How precious also are thy thoughts
to me, O God! How great is the head [sum] of them’—the total—
the entirety. Exod. xxx. 12; ¢ When thou takest the head [sum to-
tal—whole enumeration] of the children of Israel’ &c. These
ideas combined will render the passage to this effect :—*The famine
was so severe, that the whole of a pile,’ i. e. of bread, or a complete
pile of bread, ¢sold for eighty pieces of silver.” It must not be con-
cealed, however, that therc is no mention of bread in the original;
and therefore the quantity which the word pile is here used to sig-
nify, is so far indeterminate

In one part of the ritual, the Hebrews were forbidden to plough
with an ox and an ass together.—See Deut. xxii. 10. It is gener-
ally thought, that mixtures of different sorts in seeds, breed, &ec.
were made for superstitious purposes by the heathen, and therefore
prohibited by Moses. It is inore likely, however, that there was a
physical reason for this law. Two beasts of a different species can-
not associate cemfortably together ; and on this ground, never puil
pleasantly either in cart or plough: and every farmer knows, that
it is of considerable consequence to the comfort of the cattle, to put
those together that have an affection for each other. This may be

% M. Reland has shown, by a great number of authorities, that the heathen called a
sort of bottle with two handles, asses ; probably becouse they had two long handles, hav-
ing some conformity to the ears of an ass. He judges this to be the reason why it was
said by the ancients, that Silenus, the servant of Bacchus, was carried upon an ass.
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frequently remarked in certain cattle, which on this account are
termed true yoke-fellows. After all, says Dr. A. Clarke, following
Le Clere, it is very probable that the gencral design was, to prevent
improper alliances in civil and religious life. And to this, Paul
seems evidently to refer, 2 Cor. vi, 14; ¢ Be ye not unequally yoked
with unbelievers ;’ which is to be understood as prohibiting all in-
tercourse hetween Christians and idolaters, in social, matrimonial,
and religious life. 'To teach the Jews thie propriety of this,a varie-
ty of precepts relative to improper and heterogeneous mixtures were
interspersed through their law ; so that in civil and domestic life,
they might have them ever hefore their eyes.

There are several other references to this laborious and patient
animal in the sacred seriptures; but it is not necessary that we
should advert to them. We select the following from the excellent
work of Professor Paxton. .

The ass is not more remarkable for his power to sustain, than for
his patience and tranquillity when oppressed by an unequal load.
Like the camel, he quietly submits to the heaviest burden ; he bears
it peaceably till he can prcceed no further; and when his strength
fails him, instead of resisting, or cndeavoring to throw off the oppres-
sive weight, he contentedly lies down, and rests himself under it,
recruits his vigor with the provender that may be offered to him,
and then, at the call of his inaster, proceedson his journey. To this
trait in the character of that useful animal, the dying patriarch evi-
dently refers, when, under the afflatus of inspiration, he prediets the
future lot of Issachar and his descendants :

¢ Issachar is a strong ass,
Crouching between two burdens; 3
And be saw that the rest was good, W
And the land, that it was pleasant;
And he bowed his shoulder to bear, G
And became a servaut to tribute.’

Gen. xlix. 14,

The meaning of the prophecy evidently is, that this ttibe, naturai-
Iy dull and stupid, should, like the creature by which they are char-
acterized, readily submit to the vilest master and the meanest ser-
vice. Although, like the ass, possessed of ability, if properly direct-
ed, to shalce off the inglorious yoke of servitude, they would basely
submit to the insults of the Pheenicians on the one hand, and of the
Samaritans on the other. Issachar was a strong ass, ‘able,’ says a
sprightly writer, ‘to refuse a load as well as to bear it ; but, like the
passive drudge which symbolized hiin, he preferred inglorious ease
to the gains of a just and well regulated freedom; and a yoke of
bondage to the doubtful issues of war.’

The Oriental husbandman was not less indebted to this creature,
for his services, than the statesman and the merchant. The ox and.
the ass labored together in the cultivation of the same ficld. To this

“ Isniah evidently refers, in the following prediction ; ¢ The oxen like-

wise, and the young asses, that ear (or till) the ground, shall eat clean

.
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provender, which hath been winnowed with the shovel and with
the fan.’ Isaiah xxx.24. In these words he foretels a season of
great plenty, when the cattle shall be fed with corn better in quality,
separated from the chaff, and (as the term rendered clean in our ver-
sion properly signifies) acidulated, to render it more grateful to their
taste. 'The evangelist clearly refers to the practice which was com-
mon in Palestine, of ploughing with the ass, when he calls him a
creature subject to the yoke, Matt. xxi. 5.

In rice grounds, which require to be flooded, the ass was em-
ployed to prepare them for the seed, by treading them with his feet.
It is to this method of preparing the ground that Chardin supposes
the prophet to allude, when he says, ‘Blessed are ye that sow be-
side all waters, that send forth thither the feet of the ox and the ass,’
Tsaiah xxxii. 20. They shall be blessed under the future reign of
the promised Messiah. In times anterior to his appearing, their
country was to be made a desolation ; briers and thorns were to en-
cumber their fields; their sumptuous dwelliugs were to be cast
down ; their cities and strong-holds were to be levelled with the
dust. But when Messiah commences his reign, times of unequalled
prosperity shall begin their career. The goodness of Jehovah zhall
descend in fertilizing showers, to invigorate their fields, and to swell
the streams which the skill and indusiry of the husbandman con-
duct among his plantations, or with which he covers his rice-
grounds. Secure from the ruinous incursions of aliens, and in the
sure hope of an abundant harvest, he shall scatter his rice on the
face of the superincombent water, and tread it into the miry soil,
with ‘the feet of the ox and the ass’ Prosperous and happy him-
self, he will consider it his duty, and feel it his delight, ¢to do good
aud communicate,’—to succor the widow and the fatherless, to
open his doors to the stranger, to diffuse around him the light of
truth, and to swell, by the diligent and prudent use of all the means
that providence has brought within his reach, the sum of human
enjoyment.

But the services of this useful animal were not sufficient, even in
times of primitive simplicity, to save him from every kind of abuse.
At one time he suffers from neglect, at another, from oppressive
labor ; and seldom experiences from ungrateful man the kindness
and indulgence to which he is fairly entitled. From the watchful
care of the Creator, however, he has not been excluded : even to his
subsistence, comfort, and ease; the gracious attention of heaven has
been directed. See Exod. xxiii. 12; Zee. xiii. 5; xiv. 5. The man
of benevolence, who treats even his ass with kindness, shall not lose
his reward : besides the approbation of God and his own conscience,
he shall be attended with the affectionate attachment of the animal
itself. Dull and stupid as he is, the ass, according to Buffon, sinells
his master at a distance, searches the places and roads which he
used to firequent, and easily distinguishes him from the rest of man-
kind. - An equal degree of gratitude is not always to be found among
rational beings towards their greatest and best Benefactor. The
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ass, although destitute of reason, and even duller than many other
animals ; although commonly hard wrought and unkindly treated,
—discovers an attachment to his master, which the people of Israel
didnot feel for the living God, who daily loaded them with his
benefits. Thistrait in his character gives uncommon poignancy to
the prophet’s reproof’: ¢ The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his
master’s crib,’—he is not insensible to the kindness of his benefac-
tors; ‘but Israel doth not know’ the God of his salvation; ¢my
people doth not consider’ from whose hand they receive all their

blessings, nor what return they owe to him for his unmerited kind-
ness. !

THE MULE.

Tuis is an animal out of the ordicary course of nature, being
bred from an union of the horse and the ass. In the preceding ar-
ticle, we have stated it to have been strictly forbidden in the Mosaie
code, to unite either seeds or animals of divers natures, and thus de-
stroy the marked distinction which God has formed between the
several parts of his creation. Hence it does not appear that these
animals were ever bred by the Hebrews, although they were cer-
tainly much used among them during the latter part of the common-
wealth. The earliest mention which we find of the mule, in serip-
ture, is in the reign of David,’ (2 Sam. xiii. 29), unless, as some
commentators have thought, they are spoken of in Gen. xxxvi, 24,
—a passage which has given rise to much critical conjecture. Enu-
merating the children of Zibcon, the Horite, the sacred writer says
of one of them : ¢This was that Anah that found the mules in the
wilderness, as he fed the asses of Zibeon his father.’

The mule has been much employed for domestic purposes, both
in ancient and modern times. In the reign of David they formed
part of the state equipage, (1 Kings i. 33; 2 Sam. xiii. 29, &c.);
they were presented among other costly gifts to Solomon, (1 Kings
x. 25); and when the utmost expedition was required, they were
employed by Mordecai and Esther to convey their despatches
throughout the Persian empire, Esth. viii, 10. "The Roman ladies
had equipages drawn by mules, as appears from the medals of Julia
and Agrippina ; and at the present day, the coaches of the nobility
in Spain are usually drawn by them.

For travelling over wild and mountainous tracts of country, the
mule is said to be preferable to the horse, being much more sure-
footed, Their manner of going down the Alps, Andes, &ec. is very
extraordinary. In these passages, on one side are steep eminences,
and on the other, frightful abysess; and as they generally follow
the direction of the mountain, the road, instead of lying in a level,
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forms, at every little distance, steep declivities of several hundred
yards downward. These can only be descended by mules, and
the animals themselves seem sensible of the danger, and the caution
to be used in such descents. When they come to the edge of one
of these precipices, they stop without being checked by the rider,
and if he inadvertently attempts to spur them on, they eontinue im-
moveable. They seem all this time ruminating on the peril that
lies before them, and preparing themselves for the encounter. They
not only attentively view the road, but tremble and snort at the
danger. Having prepared for the descent, they place their fore feet
in a posture as if they were stopping themselves ; they then also put
their hind feet together, but a little forward, as if they were going to
lie down. In this attitude, having, as it were, taken a survey of the
road, they slille down with the swiftness of a meteor. At this time,
all the rider has to do is to keep himself fast on the saddle, without
checking the reins, for the least motion is sufficient to check the
equilibrium of the mule, in which case bhoth he and his rider would
perish. 'The address of these animals in this rapid descent is truly
wonderful, for iu their swiftest motion, when they seem to have
lost all government of theinselves, they follow exactly the ‘different
windings of the road, as if they had previously settled in their minds
the route they were to-follow,and had taken every precaution for
their safety. Some mules, after having been long used in such
journies, acquire a sort of reputation for their safety and skill, and
their value rises in proportion to their celebrity.

THE OX.

THE 0%, by which the natural historian means black cattle in
general, without regard to sex, is one of the most precious and use-
ful to man, among the herbiverous animals. Easily tamed, and of
a gentle and placid temper, he is maintained at small expense ; and
while he consumes but litile, he enriches and improves the ground
froni which he draws his substance. He patiently lends his neck
to the yoke, and exerts his great muscular strength in bearing cur
burdens, in preparing our fields for the seed, and, to this day in
eastern regions, in separating the chaff’ from the grain, after he has
assisted in gathering in the harvest. The milk of the herd supplies
us with a rich and pleasant beverage ; the flesh with a nutritious
food ; the skin forms a part of our covering,and in many parts of the
world still eontributes to the defence of warriors in the day of bat-
tle. Scarcely a part of this animal indeed can be named, which is
not daily rendered subservient to the purposes of utility and ele-
gance. In the patriarchal ages, the ox constituted ne inconsiderable
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portion of their wealth ; and he is still the basis of the riches of na-
tions, which in general flourish only in proportion to the cultivation

of their territories, and the number of their cattle. In these, all
real wealth consists ; for silver and gold are only representations of
riches, possessing in themselves little intrinsic value.

These remarks sre verified, by the notice which the sacred wri-
ters take of the ox, when they describe the wealth of primordial
generations : ¢ Abraham,’ say they, ¢ was very rich in cattle, in sil-
ver, and in gold.” ¢The Lord has blessed my master greatly,’ said
the steward of Abraham’s house, ‘and he has become great ; and
he has given him flocks, and herds, and silver, and gold, and men-
servants, and maid-servants, and camels, and asses,” Gen. xxiv. 35.
Similar language is used in relation to the riches of Jacob: ¢ The
man increased exceedingly, and had much cattle,and maid-servants,
and men-servants, and camels, and asses,” Gen. xxx. 43. Another
instance only shall be given from the book of Job : ¢His substance
also was seven thousand. sheep, and three thousand camels, and _
five hundred yoke of oxen, and five hundred she-asses, and a very
great household ; so that the man was the greatest of all the men
of the east,’ Job 1. 8. So highly valued was this animal, that it was
not thought too mean a present for a king to make in ancient times
to his ally ; for Moses informs us, that ¢ Abimelech took sheep, and
oxen, and men-servants, and women-servants, and gave them to
Abraham, Gen. xx. 14. Soon aftelwards these eminent person-
ages entered into a treaty with each other, and, on that occasion,
Abraham ‘took sheep, and oxen, and gave them to Abimelech.

The ox, especially when fattened, is of a rounder form than any
other domestic animal; a circumstance which has given him a
name in the Hebrew text. The beauty of his shape has been cele-
brated in the lines og *the heathen poets, and acknowledged in the
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dictates of inspiration. ' In the prophecies of Jeremiah, the king-
dom of Egypt'is compared to ‘a very fair heifer,” (Jer. xlvi. 20);
and the same allusion is involved in these words of Hosea: ¢ And
Ephraim is as a heifer that is taught, and loveth to tread out the:
corn ; but I passed over upon her fair neck,” Hos. x. 11.

An air of grandeur and majesty has been retnarked in the mo-
tion and attitudes of this animal, which justify the figure Moses em-
ploys in the blessing which he pronounces on the tribe of Joseph:
¢ His glory is like the firstling of Lis bullock ;’ the generosity of his
heart, and the majesty of his presence, were conspicuous in the
amiable and dignified father of that tribe, the preserver of his fami-
ly, and an emiuent type of our gracious Redeemer.

The playful disposition of a young ox, the son of the herd, as
the llebrews beautifully call him, has been remarked by writers of
every age. It is therefore with strict propriety that the Hebrew
bard compares the shaking of the earth, and the reeling of the
mountains with all their forests, when Jehovah descended in terri-
ble majesty, to deliver the law from the top of Sinai, to the frisk-
ings of a young calf: ‘He maketh them also to skip like a calf:
Lebanon and Sirion like a young unicorn,” Psalms xxix. 6. The
prophet Jeremiah is supposed, by ancient interpreters, to refer to
the same circumstance, where he foretels the ruin of Babylon:
¢Because ye were glad, because ye rejoiced, O ye destroyers of
mine heritage : because ye are grown fat,’ or sport, ¢as the heifer at
grass, and bellow as bulls.” A similar allusion is made by Malachi,
when he describes the glorious appearance of the promised Messi-
aly, and the joy of his people: ¢But unto you that fear my name,
shall the Sun of Righteousness arise with healing in his wings;
and ye shall go forth and grow up, (or gambol,) as calves of the
stally Mal. iv. 2,

"The strength of this animal is too remarkable to require descrip-
tion ; and his courage and fierceness are so great, that he ventures
at times to combat the lion himself. Nor is he wore eelebrated for
these qualities, than for his disposition to unite with those of his
kind against their common enemy, For these reasons he has been
chosen by the spirit of inspiration, to symbolize the powerful, fierce
and implacable eneinies of our blessed Redeemer ; who, forgetting
their personal animosities, combined against his precious life, and
succeeded in procuring his crucifixion: ‘Many bulls lLiave com-
passed me ; sirong bulls of Bashan have beset me around, Ps.
xxii. 12. Nor can we coneceive a more striking and appropriate
symbol of a fierce and ruthless warrjor; an’ instance of which oc-
curs in that supplication of Dayid; ¢Rebuke the company of the
spearmen, the niultitude of the bulls, with the calves of the people,
till every one submit himself with pieces of silver,” Ps. Ixviii. 30.
In the sublime description of Isaiah, which seems to refer to some
great revolutions, to be effected in times long posterior to the age
in"which he flourished ; probably in_these last days, antecedent to
the millennial state of the church; the complete destruction of her
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strong and cruel enemies is thus foretold : ¢ And the unicorns shall
come down with them, and the bullocks with the bulls, and their
land shall be soaked with blood, and their dust made fat with fat-
ness,” Isaiah xxxiv. 7.

The ox is a heavy and sluggish animal, blunt in his feelings, and
almost destjtute of sagacity ; yet he may be subdued to the yoke,
taught to recognise his master, and to persevere with patient indus-
try in his service. It is therefore, with peculiar force and beauty,
the prophet contrasts his characteir and actions with the dispositions
and behavior of Israel, who, although taught by God' more than
the beast of the field, had, by yielding to their vicious propensities,
become more brutish than the dullest and most stupid of the lower
animals: ¢ The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his master’s crib ;
but Israel doth not know, my people do not consider,’ Isa. i. 3.

'The . ox, like all the lower animals, is neither tormented by reflect-
ing on the past, nor guessing at the future ; he grazes without fear
or doubt, amidst the green pastures, and fattens for the knife, uncon-
scious of the doom that awaits him ; and when his owner eomes and
leads him away to the slaughter, his brute imagination only figures
a richer meadow, or a more agreeable companion. Equally uncon-
scious and cheerful is the miserable youth, who is entangled in the
toils of sin, and led away to forbidden pleasures. Ife is not aware
of his danger and his misery: he goes with blind infatuation, and-
pitiable mirth to his destruction : ¢ He goeth after her straightway,
as an ox goeth to the slaughter, or as a fool to the ecorrection of
the stocks,” Prov. vii. 22,

Under the law, Jehovah commanded a red heifer (the prevailing
color in the east,) to be offered as a kind of sin offering, to purify
from certain legal defilements. The animal was killed aud then
burnt without the eamp (as the sin offering was upon the great day
of atonement,) and the blood sprinkled seven times directly before
the tabernacle, although it was not shed at the altar. The law of
Moses only required, that the heifer should be red, and young, with-
out spot and blemish ; and which had never been subjected to the
yoke. To these plain instructions, the Jews added an infinite num-
ber of nieeties and exceptions, in ehoosing a heifer, for this offer-
ing. If she was not perfléctly red, without the mixture of any oth-
er eolor; if she had but two hairs black or white,—she was reckon-
«ed unfit for the purpose.

Why the law demands a young eow rather than a bullock, (which
was commonly preferred by the divine legislator,} and why one
perfeetly red, it is not easy to determine. Some pious expositors
consider the heifer as a type of our blessed Redeemer: its unblem-
ished perfection represented his immaculate purity and sinless excel-
lence; its red color indicated the relation of Christ to our family,
descended from Adam, that is, a man formed of red earth ; the
shedding ef his own blood for the sins of his people, and the com-
plete victory which he has gained over all their enemies, whose
blood he has sprinkled upon his vesture ; its freedom from the yoke,



G8 SCRIPTURE NATURAL HISTORY.

his voluntary, his unrestrained devoting of himself to the work of
redemption. No doubt can be reasonably entertained, that the burn-
ing of the red heifer did prefigure the sufferings and death of
Christ ; and the purifying efficacy of her collected ashes, mixed in
water, the cleansing energy of his blood; for itis the blood of
Christ alone that cleanseth from all sin. But it is very doubtful
whether all these analogies existed.

The grass of the field, and the young shoots, and Jeaves of the
forest, supply the ox with food, which he collects by a peculiar ac-
tion of his tongue, and devours in large quantities, with great rapid-
ity. The first circumstance is mentioned by the psalmist as an ad-
ditional aggravation in the grovelling idolatry of Israel: ¢They
changed their glory into the similitude of an ox that eateth grass,
Psalm cvi. 20. Disregarding the dictates of reason, which had
been planted in their bosoms by the inspiration of God, they ex-
changed the glorious manifestations or symbols of the Divine pre-
sence, with which they were still favored, into the form of an ox,
which their Egyptian oppressors had exalted to the rank of a god,
and absurdly worshipped ; a stupid and irrational animul, doomed
by his Maker to fix his brute countenance on the ground, to which
both his soul and body return, and to subsist on the coarsest fare.

¢To eat grass like an ox’ (Dan. iv. 25), was a part of that signal
punishment which the Most High inflicted upon the proud and ty-
rannical king of Babylon, Deprived of reason, which he had so
greatly abused, and resigned to the full influence of bestial appetites,
he was hurled from his throne and dignity, and expelled from the
society of mankind, to roam naked in the open fields, exposed, like
the herd with which he associated, to all the inclemencies of the
heavens, and forced, like them, to feed on grass: a dreadful lesson
to the oppressors of every succeeding age. To the second circum-
stance, on the manner in which the ox collects his food, the quan-
tity which he devours, and the rapidity with which he eats down
the pasture, the king of Moab alludes in his address to the elders of
Midian, on the dangers to which their country was exposed from
the dreaded invasion of the Israelitish armies: ¢‘And Moab said
unto the elders of Midian, Now shall this company lick up all that
are round about us, as the ox licketh up the grass of the field,’
Numbers xxii. 4.

Under the special care of Oriental hushandmen, the ox, in seasons
of plenty, was regaled with a mixture of chaff; chopped straw, and
various kinds of grain, carefully winnowed and moistened with
subacid water. Such is the meaning of that prediction : ¢ The oxen
likewise, and the young asses, that ear (till) the ground, shall eat clean
(or subacid) provender, which hath been winnowed with the shovel
and with the fan,' Isaiah xxx. 24. When the Lord returns to bless
his repenting people, so rich and abundant shall be the produce of
their fields that the lower animals which toil in the service of man,
and have assigned for their subsistence the very refuse of the harvest
shall share in the general plenty, and feed on provender carefully sep~
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arated’from all offensive matters, and adapted to their tastes. But,
among the Jews, this animal fed most Tuxuriously when employed
in treading out the corn; for the divine law, in many of whose pre-
cepts the benevolence of Deity conspicuously shines, forbade to
muzzle him, and by consequence, to prevent him from eating, even

to satiety, of the grain which he was employed to separate from the
husk. This allusion is involved in the prophet’s address to the
tribes, in which he warns them, that the abundance and tranquillity
which they had so long enjoyed, should not exempt them from the
punishments due to their multiplied crimes. Despising the frugal
and laborious life of their ancestors, they had become slothful and
voluptuous, like an ox that declines to bend his neck any longer to
the yoke, and loves the easier employment of treading out the corn,
where lie riots without restraint in the accumulated bounties of
Heaven: ¢ Ephraim is a heifer that is taught (or has become nice
and delicate,) and loveth to tread out the corn: but I passed over
upon her fair neck,” Hos. x. 11. y

Men of every age and country have been much indehted to the
labors of this animal ; he was the first that resigned his neck to the
plough, that extended the prospects, and multiplied or enlarged the
comforts of the rising nations. So early as the days of Job, who
was probably the eontemporary of Isaac, ¢ the oxen were ploughing,
and the asses feeding beside them, when the Sabeans fell upon them
and took them away,” Jobi. 14. In times long posterior, when
Elijah was commissioned to anoint Elisha the son of Shaphat pro-
phet in his stead, he found him ploughing with twelve yoke of ox-
en, 1 Kings xix. 19. For many ages the hopes of Oriental husband-~
men depended entirely on their labors; this was so much the case
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in the time of Solomon, that he cbserves in one of his proverbs
¢ Where no oxen are, the crib is clean, (or rather empty ;) but much
increase is by the strength of the ox,” Prov. xiv. 4. The ass, in the
course of ages, was compelled to bend his stubborn neck to the yoke,
and share in his labors ; but still the preparation of'the ground in the
time of spring, chiefly depended on the more powerful exertions of
the latter. This might be fairly inferred from the text, in‘'which a
preference, as might be expected, is given to the ox: ‘ The oxen
likewise, and the young asses, that car (or till) the ground, shall eat
clean provender” The same inference may be drawn from the
proverb of Solomon, already quoted, in which he takes no notice
of the ass, although it is more than probable he had been yoked in
the plough long before his reign. The superior importance of the
ox, evén in the light and sandy fields of Syria, is clearly signified
in these words of Amos, ‘Shall horses run upon the rock? Will
one plough there with oxen?’ Amos vi. 12,

The laws of Moses, which prohibited his people to join in the
same yoke the ox and the ass; and the notice which the afficted
patriarch Job, who flourished long before his time, gives us of the
4 oxen ploughing,’ clearly prove, that the person who invented the

plough, and instructed the ox, existed very ea:ly in the history of
the world. We may, with the page of inspiration for our guide,
trace the invention to the first descendants of our common father,
one of whomn was a shepherd, and the other a' cultivator of the soil
Nor is the believer in revelation permitted to assign the honor chief-
ly to them ; he is directed to ascribe it to the Spirit of the only wise:
God: ¢ Give y¢ ear, and hear my voice; hearken, and hear my
speech.. Doth the ploughman plough all day to sow? Doth he
open and break the clods of his ground? When he hath made
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plain the face thereof, doth lie not cast abroad the fitches, and scat-
ter the cummin and cast in the principal wheat, and the appointed
barley, and the rye, in their place? For his God doth instruct him
to discretion, Isaiah xxviii. 23—23. By direct revelation from
Heaven, or the secret suggestion of his Spirit to the mind of Adam,
or his son Cain, they were taught to construct the plough, and bend
the pliant neek of the ox:to the yoke. The iniportance of the les-
son, confirmed by-their own daily experience, they failed not to im-
press upon the minds of their offspring; and thus, one generation
transmitted to awother the valuable favor. The ox was also com-
})el ed to submit, when the sced-time was over, to the more severe
abor of dragging the cart or the waggon. In the book of Numbers,
the princes of Israel brought their offering before the Lord, six cov-
ered waggons and twelve oxen ; that is, six waggous, each drawn
by two oxen: and in the same chapter, Moses ¢ gave two waggons
and four oxen unto the sons of Gershon, according to their service ;
and four waggons and eight oxen unto the sons of Merari, accord-
ing to their service ;’ that is, every waggon drawn by two oxen,
Numbers vii. 3,7, 8. The number of oxen commonly yoked in
one cart seemns td have been two ; for the priests and diviners, whom
the lords of the Philistines consulted about the captive ark of Jeho-
vah, advised them to make a new cart, and yoke in it two milch
kine, for the purpose of carrying back the dread symbol of Divine
Majesty, to the place appointed for its reception, 1 Sam. vi. 7. The
new cart, in which the king of Israel and his people brought it up
from the house of Abinadab, seems also to have been drawn by two
oxen, althougl thie number is not so clearly stated, 2 Sam. vi. 3, G.
The flesh of the herd was not ouly used by the chosen people,
but also reckoned, when young, one of their greatest delicacies.
The patriarch Abraham, accordingly, with ardent hospitality, en-
tertained the angels under the oak at Mamre, with ¢a calf, tender
and good,! (Gen. xviii. 7.); and the pythoness at Endor could
think of nothiug so delicious and acceptable to set before Saul, as a
calf fattened in treading out the corn, 1 Sam. xxviii. 24. Nor had
the father in the parable a greater delicacy to set upon the festive
board, when he received his returning prodigal, than the fatted calf,
Luke xv.23. The young of the herd were numbered among the
blessings which Jehovah promised to bestow upon his ransomed
people, and classed . with the choicest viands: ¢Therefore, they
shall come and sing in the height of Zion, and shall flow together
to the goodness of the Lord, for wheat and for wine, and for oil,
and for the young of the flock, and of the herd ; and their soul
shall be as a watered garden, and they shall not sorrow any more
at all,’ Jer. xxxi. 12. The voluptuous nobles of Israel, in the days
of Amos, lay upon beds of ivory, and stretched themselves upon
their couches, and ate the lambs out of the flock, ¢ and the calves
out of the midst of the stall,” Amos vi. 4. It is obviously the de-
sign of the indignant prophet to inform ‘us, that the nobles and
princess of his degenerate country indulged without restraint in
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evely sensual gratification whiclt luxury could suggest, and riches
Pprocure.

In times of primeval simplicity, when mankind in general,
almost coustantly engaged in hazardous pursuits, or toilsome occu-
pations, required for their sustenance a very large quantity of solid
and nutritious food, the full grown ox himself was foreed to con-
tribute a principal part of every public entertainment. When
Adonijah seized the sceptre of Israel, he slew sheep and oxen, and
fat cautle; and called ali his brethren the king’s sons, and all the
men of Israel the king’s servants, 1 Kingsi. 9. The son of Sha-
phat made a feast equally substantial, when he was invested with
the prophetic office (1 Kings xix. 21); and ahundance of ¢oxen
and sheep’ were provided for the great and splendid entertainment
at the coronation of David, 1 Chron. xii. 40. When Jehoshaphat,
the king of Judah, went down to visit Abab, the king of Israel, at
Samaria, the latter killed sheep and oxen for him in abundance
and for the people that were with him, 2 Chron. xviii. 2. This
was the kind of feast in whicit they chiefly delighted ; from whicly
they could be deterred, neither by th.e denunciations of Divine
judgment, nor the terrors of immediate invasion: ¢ And in that day
did the Lord God of hosts call to weeping and mourning, and to
baldness, and to girding with sackeloth ; and behold, joy and glad-
ness, slaying oxen and Killing_sheep, eating flesh and’ drinking
wine,” Isa. xxii. 12, 13, 'The same custom seems to have continu-
ed to the very close of their national state; for, in the parable of
the marriage feast, the invitation runs: ¢ Behold, I have prepared
my dinner; my oxen and my fatlings are killed, and all things are
ready ; come unio the marriage,” Matt. xxii. 4.

It has generally been thought that the Israelites, in making the
golden calf which they worshipped in the wilderness (Exodus,
xxxii.), were imitating the Egyptians in the worship of Apis, whom
they intended to represent by the image which they constructed ;
as did Jeroboam, also, in setting up the calves at Bethel, 1 Kings
xii. 27—30. It must be confessed, however, that this opinion is
involved in considerable difficulty, and several expressions in the
course of the narrative leave much room to question whether such
were really the case, in cither instance. It is hardly credible, that
not only should the people, but Aaron; also, at so short an interval
after those astonishing displays of the divine majesty and power
which they had witnessed, so utterly divest their minds of the occur-
rence as this opinion would seem toimply. Besides, it should not be
lost sight of; that it attributes to them the adoption of an Egyplian
deity, whom, from past circumstances, if they could really believa
in his existence, they must have regarded as a most implacable
enemy. But what seems still more decisive against this notion, is
the fact, that after the calf was formed, and recognised by the peo-
ple, as ‘the gods” who had ¢brought them up out of the land of
Egypt, (ver. 4), Aaron ¢ built an altar before if, and made proclama-
tion, and said, To-morrow is a feast to JEHOvAH’—noOt to ArpIs.
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And to this the people assented, asis evident from the succeeding
verses. The sin, therefore, as it seems, consisted, not in adopting
the idolatrous worship of the heathen deity, but in so far conform-
ing to it as to set up this symbolical and forbidden representation
of the true God, and introducing into his worship, upon this occa-
sion, some of the abominations practised by the heathen, ehap.
xxxii. 6. In the case of Jeroboam, it should be borne in mind,
that neither he nor the people forsook the worship of Jehovah. He
only made a schism, by separating his people from their brethren.
The one worshipped the same deity seated on the cherubim at
Jerusalem, that the others worshipped on the cherubim, or golden
calves, at Dan and Bethel, though these ultimately became the
objects of idolatrous veneration. See 2 Kings xvii. 21. 1 Kings
xiv. 9. Hosea x. 5 ; xiil. 2, &ec.

THE SHEEP.

In its domestic state, the sheep is of all animals the most de-
fenceless and inoffensive. With its. liberty it seems to have been
deprived of its swiftness and cunning ; and what in the ass might
rather be called patience; in the sheep appears to be stupidity.
With no one quality to fit it for self-preservation, it makes vain ef-
forts at all. Without swiftness it endeavors to fly; and without
strength sometimes offers to oppose. In its wild state, however, it
is a noble and active animal, and is every way fitted to defend itself
against the numerous dangers by which it is surrounded.

Of the Syrian sheep, there are two varieties: the one called the
Bedouin sheep, which differ in no respect from the larger kinds of
sheep in Britain, except that their tails are something longer and
thicker ; the others are those often mentioned by travellers on ac-
count of their extraordinary tails. The latter species is by far the
most numerous. The tail of one of these animals is very broad
and large, terminating in a small appendage, that turns back upon
it. It is of a substance between fat and marrow, and is not eaten
separately, but mixed with the lean meat of many of the Arab dish-
es; and is often used instead of butter. A common sheep of this
sort, without the head, feet, skin, and entrails, weighs from sixty to
eighty pounds, of which the tail itself is usually fifteen pounds or
upwards; butsuch as are of the largest breed, and have been fat-
tened, will sometimes weigh above one hundred and fifty pounds;
and the tail, alone, fifty; a thing to some scarcely credible. To
preserve these tails from being torn, the Arabs fix a piece of thin
board to the under part, where they are not covered with thick
wool: some have sr'r;all wheels to facilitate the dragging of this
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board after them; whence, with a little exaggeration; the story of
having carts to carry their tails.

The sheep or lamb was the common sacrifice under the Mosaic
law ; and it is to be remarked, that when the divine Legislator speaks
of this victim, he never omits to appoint, that the rump or tail be
laid whole on the fire of the altar. The reason for this has just
been stated. It was the most delicate part of the animal, and there-
fore the most proper to be presented in sacrifice to Jehovah. Mr.
Street considers that the precept had additional respect to the
health of the Israelités, observing, that ¢bilious disorders are very
frequent in hot countries ; the eating of fat meat is a “great encour-
agement and excitement to them ; and though the fat of the tail is
now considered as a delicacy, it is really unwholesome.’

In a domesticated state, the sheep, as already suggested, is a weak
and defenceless animal, and is, therefore, altogether dependent up-
on its keeper for protection as well as support. To this trait in its
character, there are several beautiful allusions in the sacred writings.
Thus, Micah describes the destitute condition of the Jews, as a flock
¢ scattered upon the hills, as sheep that have not a shepherd,’ {1
Kings xxii. 17, See also Matt. ix. 36); and Zechariah prophesied
that when the good shepherd should be smitten and removed from
his flock, the sheep should be scattered, Zech. xiii. 7. To the dis-
position of these animals to wander from the fold, and thus abandon
themselves to danger and destruction, there are also several allusions
maude by the inspired writers, David confesses that he had imita-
ted their foolish conduct: ‘I have gone astray like a lost sheep;
and conscious that, like them, he was only disposed tc wander still
further from the fold, he adds, ¢seek thy servant,’ Psalm cxix. 176.
Nor was this disposition to abandon the paternal care of God peculiar
toDavid ; for the prophet adopts similar lJanguage to depict the dan-
gerous and awful condition of the entire species: ¢ All we like
sheep hiave gone astray ; wehave turned every one to his own way,’
{saiah liii. 6. It was to seek these ¢lost sheep,” scattered abroad,
and having no shepherd, that the blessed Redeemer came into the
world. He is ¢the good shepherd, who gave his life for the sheep,’
(John x.11,) and his people, though formerly ‘as sheep going
astray,” have now ‘returned to the shepherd and bishop of their
souls,’ 1 Peter ii. 25. ' His care over them, and their security under
his protection, is most “beautifully and affectingly described in the
chapter which we just now cited. ¢He calleth his owh sheep by
name, and leadeth them out. And when he putteth forth his own
sheep, he goeth before them, and the sheep follow him; for they
know his voice. And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee
from him ; for they know not the voice of strangers. I am the
deor of the sheep. * All that ever came before me are thieves and
robbers ; but the sheep did not hear them. I am the door: by me "
if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out,
and find pasture. The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and
to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life,
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and that they might have it more abundantly, I am the good
shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep. But
he that is an hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the sheep
are not, seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep and fleeth;
and the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep. The hire-
ling fleeth because he is an hireling, and careth not for the sheep.
I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of
mine. As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father;
and Ilay down my life for the sheep. And other sheep I have,
which are not of this fold : them also I must bring, and they shall
hear my voice ; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd,’
John x. 3—16.

The sprightly and playful inclination of the lamb has passed
into a proverb. To their gambols in the pasture, there is an allu-
sion in a bold but appropriate figure, in the 114th Psalin: ¢ The
mountains skipped like rams, and the little hills like lambs. What
ailed ye, ye mountains, that ye skipped like rams; and ye little
hills, like lambs?’ The meek and harmless disposition of this
animal has occasioned it to be selected by the Holy Spirit, as a fit
type of the Son of God and Saviour of the world. The lamb in
the paschal feast, which was roasted whole, and feasted upon by
each family of redeemed Israelites, and whose blood, sprinkled
upon the door-posts of their houses, preserved them from the
sword of the destroying angel, was a lively representation of him
¢who gave himself for our sins, according to the will of God and
our father;’ whose blood has been shed for the expiation of hu-
man guilt; and upon whom every redeemed Israclite feeds and
lives by faith, John vi. 51—55. He is the lamb of God, who
taketh away the sin of the world, (John i. 29), the necessity and
efficacy of whose atonement were strikingly prefigured by the daily
sacrifices of the Mosaic ritual. '
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THE GOAT.

Tue vsual scripture name for this animal, in a domestic state, is
a word which signifies strength or vigor, and it seems the goat,is
so called on account of its agility and vigor.

Dr. Russell and other travellers inform us, that in Syria they
have two kinds of goats; cne that differs little from the common
sort in Britain; the other remarkable for the length of its ears,
which are sometimes upwards of a foot long, and broad in pro-
portion. To this description of the goat it is, as Mr. Harmer rea-
sonably supposes, that the prophet Amos refers, in expressing the
smallness of that part of Israel that escaped from destruction, and
were seated in foreign countries: ¢ As the shepherd taketh out of
the mouth of the lion, two legs, or a piece of an ear, so shall the
children of Israel be taken out that dwell in Samaria, and in
Damascus,’ ch. iii. 12

The goat was one of the clean animals which the Israelites were
permitted to eat, and to offer on the altar, (Exodus xii. 5, &c.);
and the flesh of the kid iz frequently mentioned in terms
which show that it was esteemed as a great delicacy, Gen. xxxviii.
16, 17 ; Jud. xvi. Solomon promises, as a reward to the diligent
husbandman, that he shall have goat’s milk enough for his food,
for the food of his household, and for the maintenance of his
maidens, (Prov. xxvii. 27); which to us may appear somewhat
strange ; but Russell assures us, that in Aleppo, these animals are
chiefly kept for their milk, of which they yield no inconsiderable
quantity ; that it is sweet and well-tasted, and frequently used for
the making of cheese. This furnishes one amongst many instau«
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ces of the importance of historical and local information to a right
understanding of the sacred writings. ? ]

In Lev. xvii. 7, we read, ¢ And they shall no more offer their
sacrifices unto devils, [or hairy ones]. The word here means the
idolatrous images of goats worshipped by the Egyptians. It is
the same word that is translated ¢Satyrs, in Isa, xiii. 21 ; where’
the LXX render it demons. Maimonides gives light to this
obscure passage, by informing us, that the Zabian idolaters wor-
shipped demons under the figure of goats, imagining them to
appear in that form; whence they called them by the name of
Seirim—hairy or shaggy ones—and that the custom being spread
among other nations, gave occasion to this precept.

There is a precept in Ex. xxiii, 19, repeated in xxxiv. 26, and
Deut. xiv. 21, which alludes, no doubt, to some superstitious rite,
used by the idolatrous nations in honor of their gods. A Caraite
Jew, quoted by Cudworth, affirms, that it was customary among
them to boil a kid in the milk of its mother,and with the decoction
besprinkle, in a magical manner, the fields and gardens, thinking,
by this means, they should make them fructify.

There was one ceremonial offering of the goat, under the Mosaic
economy, of too extraordinary a character to be passed by unno-
ticed: we mean the scape-goat of the great day of atonement.
The ceremony is described in Lev. xvi. Having received the two
goats at the hands of the representatives of the congregation, the
high priest proceeded to cast lots, for determining that which
should be ¢ for the Lord,’ i. e. sacrificed ; and that which should be ¢ for
Azazel, i, e, for the scape-goat. This being settled, and the one mark-
ed out for the sacrifice having been slain, and the mercy-seat sprink-
led with its blood, the scape-goat was to be sent away into the wilder-
ness ; which was done in the following manner: The high priest, -
and the stationary-men, who represented the whole congregation
of the people, laid their hands upon its head, and confessed over it
all the iniquities of the people, and all their transgressions in all
their sins, putting them on the head of the goat, verses 20, 21. By
this ceremony, says Witsius, the sinner deprecated the wrath of
God,and prayed tl‘;at it might fall on the head of that victim which
he put in his own stead. This being done, it was delivered to the
person appointed to lead it away, that he might bear away all their
iniquities to a land of separation, where they should be remember-
ed no more, verse 22. It is observable, that the two goats seem to
make but one sacrifice ; yet only one of them was slain. Hence,
they have been thought to point out both the divine and human
natures of the Saviour, and to typify both his death and resurrec-
tion. The goat which was slain prefigured his human nature and
his death; and the scape-goat pointed out his resurrection: the
one represented the atonement made for the sins of the world, as
the ground of justification ; the other, Christ’s victory, and the
removal of sin, in the sanctification of the soul.

The hair of the goat ;s of two kinds; the one, long and coarse,
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is used in the manufacture of tent curtainy, sails, and other tabrics
of the same kind ; the other is much finer, growing under the for-
mer, and is fabricated into stuffs, which almost equal silk in fine-
ness. Of the coarse kind of hair, were manufactured the curtains
for the tabernacle, (Exod. xxvi. 7; xxx.26.) and it is still used in
the East as a covering for tents. 3

The tresses of the bride, in the Canticles, are compared to a flock
of goats from Mount Gilead, (ch. iv.) that is, to their hair, whicl
is generally long and of a black color, or very brown, such
as that of a lovely brunette may be supposed to be. The celebrat-
ed author of Theron and Aspasio, however, gives the allusion a
different turn. The amiableness of the chureh, in the exemplary
conversation of true believers, is displayed by a copious growth of
hair, which flows down from the parted forehead in decent curls.
Thy hair is as a flock of goats that are seen afar off, and appear in
a pendant attitude, from the summit of Mount Gilead, most agree-
ably adorning the place, and detaining the spectator’s eye. This
exposition takes in a circumstance which corresponds with the
pensile position of the hair; renders the comparison more full and
exact; and is, according to the observation of a most accurate
judge, one of the most remarkable objects in such a prospect.

THE DOG. %

Or all known quadrupeds, the dog is the most intelligent and
faithful. Independent of the beauty of his form, his vivacity, force,
and swiftness, he is possessed of all those internal qualifications
that can conciliate the affections of man, and make the tyrant a
protector. A natural share of courage, and an angry and ferocious
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disposition, render the dog, in its savage state, a formidable enemy
to all other animals; but these readily give way to very different
qualities in the domestic dog, whese only ambition seems the de-
sire to please. He is seen to come crouching along, to lay his
foree, his courage, and all his useful talents, at the feet of his mas-
ter; he waits his orders, to which he pays implicit nbedience; he
consults his looks, and a single glance is sufficient to put him in
motion ; he is more faithful even than the most boasted among
men; he is constant in his affections, friendly without interest, and
grateful for the slightest favors ; much more mindful of benefits re-
ceived than injuries offered ; he is not driven off' by unkindness,
but still eontinues humble, submissive, and imploring ; his only
hope, to be servieeable—his only terror, to displease; he licks
the hand that has been just lifted to strike him, and at last disarms
resentment by submissive perseverance. More docile than man,
more obediént than any other animal, he is not only instructed in a .
short time, but he also conforms to the dispositions and the manners,
of those who command him. e takes his tone from the house he
inhabits ; like the rest of the domesties, he is disdainful among the
great, and churlish among clowns. Always assiduous in serving
his master, and only a friend to his friends, he is indifferent to all the
rest, and declares hiniself openly against such as seem to be depen-
dent like himself. 'When at night, the guard of the house is com-
mitted to his care, he seems proud of the charge; he continues a
watchful sentinel, he goes his rounds, scents strangers at a dis-
tance, and gives them warning cf his being upon duty. If they at-
tenipt to hreak in upon his territories, he becomes more fierce, flies
at them, threatens, fights, and either conquers alone, or alarms
those who have most interest in coming to his assistance ; however,
when he has conquered, he quietly reposes upon the spoil, and ab-
stains from what he has deterred others from abusing ; giving thus
at once a lesson of courage, temperance, and fidelity.

It may seem strange, at first sight, that an animal possessing so
many excellent qualities should almost uniformly be spoken of 'in
scripture in such terms as indicate it to have been held in great con-
tempt among the Jewish people. But for this there may have been
more than one reason. In the first place, its vicious dispositions
and habits are almost as numerous and important as the valuable
qualities which we have noticed. Its insatiable voracity has be-
come proverbial ; and its wrathful and truculent (lisposition is such,
that it not unfrequently attacks and maims a stranger without the
slightest provoeation. No animal, says Scaliger, is more unsocial §
for in the largest buildings two of them can scarcely live peaceably
together; and so great is its selfishness, that it desires to possess
everything itself, and never submits to share its booty with others
but by force. Its shameless impudence is well known ; it is strong-
ly alluded to in 2 Sam. iii. 7, 8, as well as in several other places.
But it is probable that the circumstance which caused the dog to be
branded with a mark of infamy under the Mosaic law, and to be
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held in such contempt by the Jews, was, that it formed a conspicu-
ous figure among the divinities of ancient Egypt.

It is well known, that the Turks also reckon the dog an unclean
and filthy creature, and drive him from their houses. In Turkey,
therefore, dogs are in common, not belonging to any particular own-
ers, and guard rather the streets and districts than particular houses.
This, indeed, seems to be the common treatment they meet with in
the Bast; for even in Egypt they are now as much abhorred as
they were formerly venerated. An idea may be formed in what
detestation it is held in that country, when it is seen, that the most
scurrilous epithet which they bestow on a European or a Christian
is @ dog. Compare 1 Sam. xvii. 43; xxiv. 14; 2 Sam. xvi. 9; 2
Kings viii. 13, &ec.

To the prowling of these deserted and houseless animals the
Psalmist evidently alludes,in speaking of his enemies, who way-
laid his steps and watched for his life: ¢ They return at the even-
ing; they make a noise like a dog, and go round about the city,’
(Psalm lix. 6); and viewing, in the spirit of prophecy, their future
punishment and destitution, he adds, ¢ And at evening let them re-
turn ; and let them make a noise like a dog, and gojround about
the city. Let them wander up and down for meat, and grudge if
they be not satisfied,’ ver. 14, 15.

In the sacred writings, the reproachful epithet of dog is applied
to the Gentiles, who were without the covenant of promise, (Matt.
xiv, 26); to the despisers of religion, (ch. vii. 6); to the worldly
and carnal professors who had thrust themselves into the minis-
?leé'iaélo office, (Phil. iii. 2); and to relentless persecutors, Ps. xxii.
Lo B g
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THE HOG.

The hog, in its domestic state, is the most sordid and brutal ani-
mal in nature. The awkwardness of its form seems to influence
its appetites, and all its sensations are as gross as its shape is un-
sightly. It seems possessed only of an insatiable desire of eating ;
and seems to make choice only of whatever other animals find the
most offensive. By nature, it is the most stupid, inactive, and drow-
sy 3 if undisturbed, it would sleep half its time ; but it is frequently
awakened by the calls of appetite, which, when it has satisfied, it
goes to rest again. Its whole life is thus a round of sleep and glut-
tony ; and if supplied with sufficient food, it soon grows unfit even -
for its own existence ; its flesh becomes a greater load than its le
are able to support, and it continues to feed lying down or kneel-
ing, a helpless instance of indulged sensuality. Most of the dis-
eases of this animal arise from intemperance: measles, impost-
humes, and scrofulous swellings, are reckoned among the number.

The flesh of swine was expressly forbidden to the Jews, by the
Levitical law (Lev. xi. 7,) on account of its filthy character, as some
think, as well as because the flesh, being strong and difficult to di-
gest, afforded a very gross kind of aliment, and was apt to produce
cutaneous, scorbutic, and scrofulous disorders, especially in hot cli-
mates, Maimonides says, ¢ The principal reason wherefore the law
prohibited the swine was, because of their extreme filthiness, and
their eating so many impurities ; for it is well known with what
care and precision the law forbids all filthiness and dirt, even in the
fields and in the camp, not to mention the cities. Now, had swine
heen permitted, the public places, and streets, and houses, would
have been made nuisances.’

In the time of Isaiah, however, (chap. 1xv.4), the eating of swine’s
flesh is enumerated among the abominations that had been adopted
by the degenerate Hebrews; and their punishment is denounced
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in the next chapter: ¢ They that sanctify and purify themselves in
the gardens behind one tree in the midst, eating swine’s flesh, and
the abomination, and the mouse, shall be consumed together, saith
the Lord,’ ch. Ixvi. 17.

In Matthew vii. 6, we have an injunction, which, as it stands in
the English version, requires exposition : ¢ Give not that which is
holy unto the dogs, neither ‘cast ye your pearls before swine, lest
they trample them under their feet, and turn again and rend you.’
As this passage is now read, both the malignant acts are most im-
properly referred to the swine. Dr. A. Clarke has restored the
proper sense by transposing the lines, and bishop Jebb, availing
himself of the hint, has shown the passage to be one of those intro-
verted parallelisms which abound in the sacred writings. In the
corrected form it reads thus:

Give not that which is holy to the dogs';
Neither cast your pearls before the swine ;

Lest they trample them under their feet,
And turn about and rend you. :

Here the first line is related to the fourth, and the second to the
third ; and the sense becomes perfectly clear, on thus adjusting the

parallelism :
Give not that which is holy to the dogs,
Lest they turn about and rend you ;
Neither cast your pearls before the swine,
Lest they trample them under their feet.

‘The more dangerous act of imprudence, with its fatal result, is
placed first and last, so as to make and to leave the deepest practi-
cal impression. 'To cast pearls before swine, is to place the pure
and elevated morality ofp the gospel before sensual and besotted
wretches,

To give that which is holy to the dogs, is to produce the deep
truths of - Christianity before the malignant and profane, who will
not fail to add injury to neglect: who will not only hate the doc-
trine, but persecute the teacher. In either case, an indiscreet and
over-profluent zeal may do serious mischief to the cause of good-
ness; but in the latter case, the injury will fall with heightened se-
verity, both on religion, and on religion’s injudicious friends. The
warning, therefore, against the dogs, is emphatically placed at the
commencement and the close, SR



SECTION II. b
FEROCIOUS WILD BEASTS.

Havine noticed the several animals brought under the subjections
of man, that are mentioned in scripture, we proceed to Botice those
which have hitherto eluded his efforts for their subjugation, and
still maintain their wild and savage independence. Amang these,
beasts of prey naturally claim the first place.

THE LION.,

TaE outward form of this noble animal seems to bespeak his in-
ternal generosity. His figure is striking, his look confident and
bold, his gait proud, and his voice terrible. His stature is not over-
grown, like that of the elephant, or rhinoceros; nor is his shape
clumsy, like that of the hippopotamus, or the ox, It is compact,
well proportioned, and sizea{:re ; a perfect model of strength, joined
with agility. It is muscular and bold, neither charged with fat nor
unnecessary flesh. It is sufficient but to see him in order to be as-
sured of his superior force. His large head, surrounded with a
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dreadful mane, all those muscles that appear under the skin swell-
ing with the slightest exertions, and the great breadth of his paws,
with the thickness of his limbs, plainly evince that no other animal
in the forest is capable of opposing him. His face is very broad,
and is surrounded with very long hair, which gives it a most ma-
Jestic aspect. His huge eyebrows; his round and fiery eye-balls,
which, upon the least irritation, seem 10 glow with peculiar lustre;
together with the formidable appearance of his teeth, exhibit a pic-
ture of terrific grandeur which it is impossible to deseribe. The
length of a large lion is between eiglit and nine feet ; and its height
about four feet and a half. The top of the head, the temples, the
cheeks, the under jaw, the neck, the breast, the shoulder, the hind-
~er part of the legs, and the belly are farnished with long hair, whilst
all the rest of the body is covered with very short hair, of a tawny
color. 'The mane growsevery year longer as the animal grows old-
re; but the lioness is without this appendage at every age. It is
usually supposed that the lion is not possessed of the sense of smell-
ing in such perfection as most other animals ; and it is also observed,
that too strong a light greatly incommodes him : his eyes, like these
of the cat, being fitted for seeing best in the dark. For this reason,
he seldom appears in open day, but ravages chiefly by night. See
Psalm civ. 20, 22.

Accustomed to measure his strength with every animal he meets,
the act of conquering renders the lion intrepid and terrible. In
those regions where he has not experienced the dangerous arts and
combinations of man, he has no.apprehensions from his power.
He boldly faces hiin, and seems to brave the force of his armes.
‘Wounds rather serve to provoke his rage than to repress his ardor,
nor is he daunted by the opposition of numbers; a single lion of
the desert often attacks an eutire caravan, and, after an obstinate
combat, when he finds himself overpowered, instead of flying he
continues to combat, retreating, and still facing the enemy till he
dies. To this trait in his character Job alludes, when he hastily
said to the Almighty, ¢ Thou huntest me as a fierce lion,’ ch. x. 16.
‘We hence see, also, the propriety with which Hushai describes the
valiant among the troops of Absalom, as possessing the ¢ heart of a
lion,’ 2 Sam. xvii. 10.

When incited by hunger, the lion boldly attacks all animals that
come in his way ; but as he is so formidable an enemy, and as they
all seek to avoid him, he is often obliged to hide, in order to take
them by surprise. For this purpose he crouches on his belly, in some
thicket, or among the long grass, which is found in many parts of the
forest ; and in this retreat he continues, with patient expectation, until
his prey comes within a proper distance, when he springs after i,
fifteen ortwenty feet from him, and often seizes it at the first bound.
To this feature in his character, there are many beautiful allusions
in the scriptures.—¢ Wilt thou hunt the prey for the lion, or fill the
appetite of the young lions, when they couch in their dens, and
abide in the covert to lie in wait?’ Job xxxviii. 39, 40.. David
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pourtraying the character of the oppressor and extortioner, says,
<He lieth in wait secretly as a lion in his den: he lieth in wait to
catch the poor——he\ croucheth, and humbleth himself, that the
poor may fall by his strong ones, Psalm x. 9, 10. How forcibly
does this language depict the breathless anxiety, with which the
wicked wait the accomplishment of their iniquitous purposes !

The roaring of the lion is said to be so loud, that when it is heard
in the night, and re-echoed by the mountains, it resembles distant
thunder : the whole race of animals withiu its sound stand appall-
ed, regarding it as the sure prelude to destruction. -~ Hence the pro-
phet says, ¢ T'he lion has roared, who will not fear? ‘The Lorp
Gop has spoken, who ¢an but prophesy ?’  Amos iii. 8. So also
Hosea: ¢He shall roar like a lion: when he shall roar, then the
children shall tremble from the west,’ ch. xi. 10. But it is when
the lion summouns up all his terrors for the combat that his voice is
most terrible.  Lashing his sides with his long tail, throwing his
maue i every direction, which seems to stand like bristles round
his head, the skin and muscles of his face all in agitation, his huge
eye-hrows half covering his glaring eye-balls, his monstrous teeth,
his prickly tongue, and his destructive claws, all exbibited to view,
he roars forth his formidable and tervor-inspiring ery. This fur-
nishes the sacred writers with several beautiful images. Jeremiah
foretels the terrible visitations of the divine anger, in langnage de-
rived from this appalling civcnmstance : ¢ The Lord shall roar from
on high, aud utter his voice from his holy habitation ; he shall night-
ily roar apon his habitation,’ ch. xxv. 30,

Aftr depriving his victim of life, which he geuerally effects by
a stroke of his paw, the lion tears it in pieces, breaks all its hones,
and swallows thein with the rest of the body. To these circuin-
stances there are frequent allusions in the seripture. ¢Save me
from all them that persecute me, and deliver e, lest he tear’my
soul like a lion, rending it in pieces, where there is none to deliver,’
Ps. vii. 1, 2. ¢ And the rem:ant of Jucob shall be among the Gen-
tiles in the midst of many people, as a lion among the beasts of the
forest, as a young lion among the flocks of sheep; who, if he go
through. both treadeth down, and teareth in pieces, and nene can
deliver, Mic. v. 8 Nor is his voracity left unnoticed. Bufien as-
sures us that the lion not only devours his prey with the utmost
greediness, but that he devours a great deal at a time, and generally
fills limself for two or three Jduys to come. Hence, David com-
pares his enemies to “a lion that is greedy of his prey,’ (Ps. xvii.
12)) and Jenovan, threatening Esrael fov its transgressions, declares
that he will ¢ devour them like a lion,” Hos. xiii. 8. The prophet
Nahum describes, with equal energy and elegance, the care with
which the lion provides for its mate and young ones: ¢ Where is
the dwelling of the lions, and the feeding-place of the youny lions,
where the lion, even the old lion walked, and the liow’s whelp, and
none made them afraid 7 The lion did tear in pieces enough “for
his whelps, and stmugled for his lionesses, and filled his holes with
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prey, and his dens with ravin,’ ch. ii. 11, 12. Buffon, following
Pliny, Kustathius, and other anecient naturalists, informs us, that
while young and active, the lion subsists by hunting, and seldom
quits the deserts or the forests, wlere he finds plenty of wild ani-
mals; but when he grows old, heavy, and less fit for the exercise
of hunting, he approaches frequented places, and becomes more
dangerous to man and the domestic animals. It has, indeed, been
remarled, that when he sees men and animals together, he attacks
the lntter, and never the former, unless any man strike him ; for in
this case he is wonderfully alert in distinguishing the person who
hurts him, and he instantly quits his prey to take vengeance on the
offender. ‘

These traits in bhis character explain the reason that God so often
threatens to be as a lion to his ancient people. He discerns at
once who it is that transgresses his law, and is prompt in tuking
vengeance on the sinner. They also throw light on the passage in
Hosea: ¢‘For I will be unto Ephraim as a great lion,” that leaves
the forest and approaches the habitations of men, and is therefore
more to be dreaded ; ‘and to the house of Judah as u young lion,
that hunts his prey in the desert or the forest, and is therefore less
to be feared, ch. v. 14. How exactly this corresponds with histori-
cal fact, iz well known to every careful reader of the scriptures;
for Ephraim, or the ten tribes, were driven away from their own
land into a distant region, where they were doomed to suffer a pro-
tracted exile; while Judah continued to hold his possessions a hun-
dred and thirty-three years longer, aud when carried into captivity
at the end of that period, by the king of Babylon, it was only for
the short term of seventy years, till the land lad enjoyed her sab-
baths.

The lion, like most other animals of the cat kind, is kept off’ by
large fires, which the inhabitants of Africa and Asia, where he is
chiefly found, light during the night to preserve their floeks and
herds. But these, even added to the barking of the dogs, and the
continued shoutings of the shepherds, are sometimes found insuffi-
cient to deter his approach. He has been known to outbrave zll
the dangers which could be presented to him under such circum-
stances, and boldly leaping into the inidst of the fold, to carry off
a sheep or a goat. How beautifully does the prophet aliude to this,
when he promises the Divine interposition on behalf’of God’s an-
cient people: ¢ For thus hath the Lord spoken unto me, like as the
lion and the young roaring lion on his prey, when a multitude of
shepherds is called forth against him, he will not be afraid of their
voice, not abase himself for the noise of them: so shall the Lord of
hosts come dawn to fight for mouat Zion, and for the hill thereof,’
Isaiah xxxi. 4.

The lion is made the symbol of our exalted Redeemer. He was
a lamb in his sufferings aud death, but he became ‘the lion of the
tribe of Judah,’ when he burst asunder the bands of death, forced
open the grave’s devouring mouth, and retnrned to bis father a
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triumphant conqueror over all the powers of darkness. He is cloth-
ed with glorions majesty, and girt about with invincible might. No
enemny can disturb the tranquillity of his fearless heart, nor interrupt
the progress of his operations ; no movement of providence, but he
is qualified to guide; no work of judgment or mercy, but he is able
to perform. ¢ He speaks,and it is done ; he commands, and it stands
fast—none can stay his hand, or say unto him, What dost thou ?’ In
the rapid diffusion of the gospel and the conversion of many nations
to the Christian faith, which commenced in a few days after his as-
cension, were fulfilled the words of Joel : ¢ The Lord also shall roar
out of Zion, and utter his voice from Jerusalem ; and the heavens
and the earth shall shake, and the Lord will be the hope of his peo-
ple, and the strength of the children of Israel,’ Joel iii. 16, Nor is
the preaching of the gospel improperly compared to the roaring of
a lion, for it has been lieard in every part of the world, and has not
only struck the ear, but by its energy has opened a way for itself
into the heart, and produced a concern about salvation which nei-
ther length of time nor change of circumstances could subdue.

The lion symbolizes also the strength, generosity, and terrible
presence of an angel ; for, in the prophecies of Ezekiel, the living
creatures, or cherubim, the ministers of divine providence, had each ¢
of them four faces; the face of a man, and the face of a lion, on
the right side ; and the face of an ox and the face of an eagle, on
the left side, Ezekiel i. 10. The apostle John was favored with a
vision of the same kind in Patmos: ¢ In the midst of the throne, and
round about the throne, were four living creatures full of eyes be-
fore and behind. And the first living creature was like a lion, and
the second like a calf, and the third had a face as a man, and the
fourth was like a flying eagle.” In both visions, the terrible majesty
of God, in the ministration of angels toward the enemies of his glory,
is symbolized by the lion ; their constancy, patience, firmness, and
assiduity in performing the commands of their Maker, by the ox
their humanity, gentleness, and philanthropy, by the fuce of a man;
and by the face of an eagle, the vigor, the agility, and the sublime
tendencies of their celestial nature. Every one of them exhibits a
high degree of excellence ; the lion holds the first place among
wild beasts, the eagle among the birds, an ox among the cattle, and
all submit to the supreme authority of man. Of these, observes
Bochart, two are wild, the lion and the eagle ; two are tame, man
and the ox: those to strike terror into rebels; these to impart con-
solation to the pious. The lion pursues his prey upon the earth, the
eagle among the clouds of heaven ; to show that these angelic min-
isters of providence equally control the proceedings of men that
crawl upon the ground, and the more powerful and rapid move-
ments of apostate spirits in the regions of the air.

"The strength and power of the Jewish nation are often described
in the sacred volume by the same symbol. ¢Behold,’ cried Balaam,
when from the top of Pisgah he looked down on the innumerable
tents of Israel, ¢ the people shall rise up as a great lion, and lift up
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himself as a young lion ; he shall not lie down urtil he eat of the
prey, and drink the blood of the slain.’ ' This prediction received
its accomplishinent in the signal victories which the armies of Israel,
under the conduct of Joshua, obtained over the five nations of
Canaan. They did not rest, till, completely victorious, they had
reduced the whole country to their obedience. The forces of Joshua
did not, like some uncivilized hordes in modern times, literally ¢ eat
of the prey and drink the blood of the slain, for such inhuman
conduct was equally opposed to the character of their God, and the
whole tenor of their law. The clause is merely a continuation of
the metaphor, and a hyperbolical deséription of the complete con-
quest, which, by the favor of God, awaited theirarms. Such hyper-
bolical expressions are frequent in the sacred volume; and when
viewed in the light of other scriptures, admit of a sense equally
consistent and profitable. Thus, in the reproof which the Psalmist
addresses to the wicked judges, he declares, ¢the righteous shall
wash his feet in the blood of the wicked,” (Psalm lviii. 11); and in
his prayer at the removing of the ark: ¢'The Lord said, I will bring
again from Bashan, I will bring my people again from the depths
of the sea: that thy foot may be dipped in the blood of thine ene-
mies, and the tongue of thy dogs in the same,” Psalm Ixviii. 4.
These phrases only denote that the victory which was to crown
their exertions, should be completely decisive. Balaam adds, in the
same prophecy, ¢ He crouched, lie lay downasa lion, and as a great
lion ; who shall stir him up?’ He was, in future times, to subdue
theland of Canaan so completely, that no enemy should presume
to disturb his repose ; which was accomplished in the reign of Da-
vid and of Solomon his son, when, by the heroic valor of the for-
mer, and the unparalelled wisdom of the latter, the whole East was
awed and charmed into peace and aniity. ,

The symbols that represented the Jewish people were often ap-
plied to particular tribes, of which a striking instance occurs in the
‘farewell benediction of Jacob: ¢ Judah is a lion’s whelp: from the
prey, my son, thou art gone up ; he stooped down, e crouched as
a lion, and as an old lion ; who shall rouse him up?’ Genesix Ixix,
9. And of Gad, Moses said, ¢ Blessed be he that enlargeth Gad: he
dwelleth as a lion, and teareth the arm with the crowa of the Liead,’
Deut. xxxiii. 20, 22.

But the sacred writers often allude to the savage disposition of
the lion ; and in all these instances the name is used in a bad sense.
Thus, the great adversary of mankind is compared to a roaring lion,
that walketh about, seeking whom he may devour, 1 Peter v. 8.
Furious and cruel as the lion when, within a single leap of his prey,
he thirsts for the destruction of poor mortals, as intensely as that
famished destroyer for the blood of the slain, and exerts sull great-
er and more unwearied activity to acconplish his purpcse. The
name which is imposed upon the arch-fiend, is, with much propri-
ety, assigned to the wicked, the victims and instruments of his eru-
elty and injustice. ¢'The roaring of the lion, and the voice of the
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fierce lion, and the teeth of the young lions are broken.” That the
wicked are intended in this passage, is evident fiom the context:
¢ Even as I bave seen, they that plough iniquity and sow wicked-
ness, reap the same. By the blast of God they perish, and by the
breath of his nostrils are they consumed,’ Job iv. 8,9, 10. These
are only a few of the numerous instances in which the sacred wri-
ters use the name to express the temper and conduct of wicked
men. Not only the vicious and profane, the cruel and the unjust,
in the private walks of life, but also the sceptred oppressor, the
blood-stained conqueror, the warlike nation, are stigmatized in the
holy scriptures, and held up 'to the execration of all mankind, under
this odious name : ¢ Their roaring shall be like a lion ; they shall
roar like young lions: yea, they shall roar and lay hold of the prey,
and shall carry it away safe, and none shall deliver it,’ Isaiah v. 29,
But the name is not confined to the human character; it is extended
also to everything hurtful or destructive to mankind, The sword,
for example, is, by the prophet, compared to the lion on account of
the desolations which it is the means of accomplishing: ¢Your
own sword hath devoured your prophets like a destroying lion,”
Jer. ii. 30.  If these statements have not removed any of the diffi-
culties which the biblical reader meets with in_ his progress, they
prove beyond a doubt the closeness and accuracy with which the
sacred writers copy nature, and the admirable fitness and propriety
of their allusions; and this is no insignificant service to the interests
of religion.
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THE LEOPARD.

Tue Hebrew name (Nimrah) of this animal is taken from its
spotted color. By the English it is almost indiscriminately called
the Panther, or Leopard of Senegal, where it is chiefly found. Tts
length is about fonr feet from the nose to the origin of the tai,
which is about two feet long. The predominant color is yellow-
ish, and the spots with which it is covered are black. The head is
of a moderate length, the ears are pointed, the eyes are of 4 pale
yellow, and its whole aspect is fierce and eruel. Its disposition is
said nearly te resemble that of the tiger, yet it is generally con-
sidered to be the less fierce of the two. ‘The manner in which the
leopard seizes its prey is, however, similar to that of the lion
rushing from its concealment, it at once bounces on its victim, with
a horrid roar. Its voice, at this time, is said to be hideous beyond
conceptiott.

The scripture references to this animal are not numerous, but
like all its other references they are founded on the strictest pro-
priety. Jeremiah refers in one place to its spotted skin, (ch. xii. 23),
and in another (ch. v. 6,) to its artful ambuscades; a feature in its
character to which Hosea also alludes, (ch. xiii. 7); ¢as a leopard
by the way will I observe them'—doubtless, to punish them for
their flagrant and unrepented crimes. Habakkuk, describing the
rapid- march of the Chaldeans upon Jerusalem, compares the
movement of their horses to the extraordinary swiftness of this
animal: ¢ Their horses also are swifter than leopards, ch. i. 8.
But the most beautiful allusion to this creature is in Isaiah’s
prophecy of the happy times of the Messiah’s reign :—
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The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb,

And the leapard shall lie down with the kid ;

And the calf, and the young Jipn, and the fatling together ;
And a little child shall load them.

How great and extraordinary must such 2 change appear, when
itis recollected that the leopard never can be satiated with prey,
and that wman has pever, yet subdued the ferocity of his natural
disposition!

1t seems that these animals were numerous in Palestine, as there
are places whieh Lear names indicative of having been tl)eir haunts:
In the tribe of Gad there was a town named Beth-Nimrah—leo-
pard’s house, (Nnmmb. xxxii, 36 ; compare verse 3) ; Isaiah and Jer-
emiah speak of the ¢ waters of Nimrim,’ i, e. of the leopards—not
far distant, (Isa. xv. 6; Jer. xlviii. 34); and Solomon strongly in-
timates that they were numerous on the mountains of Lebanon,
Cant. iv. 8.

.

THE WOLF.

THis animal is something larger than the English breed of mastiffs,
being in length, from the tip of his nose to the insertion of his tail,
about three feet seven inches long, and about two feet five inches high.
He appears, in every respect, strorger thun the dog; and the length of
his hair contributes still more to his rebust appearance. The color
of his eye-balls is of a fiery green, which gives his visage a fierce and
formidable air. Externally and internally tiie wolf so much resem-
bles the dog, that raturalists formerly considered them to be the
same animal. But, singular as it may appear, there exists between
them the most perfect and uncompromising antipathy.

The wolf is one of those animals whose appetite for animal food
is the most vehement, and whose means of satisfying this appetite are
the most various. Nature has furnished him with strength, cunning,
agility, and all those requisites which fit an animal for pursuing,
overtaking, and conquering its prey; and yet, with all these, it
most frequently dies of hunger, for it is the declared enemy of man.
He is naturally dull and cowardly ; but being frequently disappoint-
ed, and as often reduced to the verge of fumine, he becomes inge-
nious from want, and courageous from necessity, When pursued
with hunger, he braves danger, anud comes to attack those animals
which are under the protection of man; particularly such as he
can readily carry away. When this excursion has succeeded, he
often returns to the charge, until, having been wounded, or hard
pressed by the dogs or the shepherds, he hides himself by day in
the thickest coverts, and only ventures out at night. He then
sallies forth over the country, keeps peering round the villages,
carries off such arimals as are not under protection, attacks the
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sheep-folds, scratches up and undermines the thresholds of doors
where they are housed, enters furiously, and destroys all befere he
begins to fix upon and carry off’ his prey. When these sallies do
not succeed, he returns to the thickest part of the forest, content to
pursue those smaller animals which, even when taken, afford him
but a scanty supply. He there goes regularly to work, follows by
the scent, opens to the view, still keeps following, hopeless him-
self of overtaking the prey, but expecting that some cther wolf will
come in to his assistance, and is content to share the spoil. At last,
when his necessities are very urgent, he boldly faces certain de-
struction ; he attacks women and children, and sometimes ventures
even 1o fall upon men, becomes furious by his continual agitations,
and ends his life in madness.

The scripture account of this animal corresponds precisely with
the description furnished by naturalists. His ignoble nnd rapacious
disposition is alluded to in the patriarch’s character of the tribe of
Benjamin: ¢ Benjamin is a ravening wolf: in the morning he shall
devour the prey, and in the evening he shall divide the spoil,
Genesis xlix. 27. The whole history of" the tribe shows the pro-
priety of this application. Possessing some courage, and much
ferocity, they were often embroiled in' quarrels and petty warfare
with the neighboring tribes; and feelings of desperation, under cir-
cumstances which their own conduct had created, sometimes im-
pelled them to attempt and effect feats of extraordinary valor. See
Judges xix. 0.

The iniquitous and rapacious conduct of the rulers of Israel, in
the times of Ezekiel and Zephaniah, is most expressively described
by a reference to this unimar. ‘Her princes in the midst thereof,
says the former prophet, ¢ are like wolves ravening the prey, to shed
blood, and to destroy souls, to get dishonest gain,’ ch. xxii. 27.
The latter prophet adds another circumstance, which materially
illustrates the character of the wolf: ¢ Her princes within her are
roaring liouns, her judges are evening wolves; they gnaw not the
bones till the morrow,’ ch. iii. 3. That is, ¢Instead of protecting
the innocent, and restraining the evil doer, or punishing him ac-
cording to the demerit of his crimes, they delight in violence and
oppression, in blood and rapine ; and so insatiable is their cupidity,
that, like the evening wolf, they destroy more than they are able
to possess: ‘they gnaw not the bones till the morrow s’ or,so much
do they delight in carnage, that they reserve the bones till next day,
for a sweet repast.’

To its nocturnal wanderings and attacks, when it is more than
ordinarily fierce and sanguinary, Jeremiah alludes, in his threaten-
ings against the ungodly members of the Jewish Church: ¢ Where-
fore a wolf of the evenings shall spoil them,” (ch. v. 6}; as does
also Habakkuk, in his terrible description of the Chaldean invasion :
¢ Their horses also are swifter than the leopards, and are more fierce
than the evening wolves,’ ch. i. 8.

+The morose and unsociable traits in the character of the wolf;
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will help us to form some conception of the mighty change which
the doctrines of the gospel must effect in the character and disposi-
tions of nen, to justify the figurative and benutiful language of the
evangelical prophet: ¢The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb,
(Tsa. xi. 6}; and an attachment will be formed between them, for
¢they shall eat together,’ ch. Jxv. 25. See also Maut. x. 16 ; Luke
x. 3; John x. 12, :

From what has been said, the reader may form un opinicn of the
character of those false teachers, whose vhject was to ‘make a gain
of godliness,’ in the primitive church, and whom the blessed Re-
deemer, as well as his inspired apostles, designates wolves. ¢Be-
ware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep’s clothing, but
inwardly are ravening wolves,’ Matt. vii. 15. *¥ know,’ says Paul
to the elders of the Ephesian church, ¢I know that after my de-
parture shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing. the
flock,’ Acts xx. R9.

THE HYAENA.

Ix the English Bible, we read in'1 Sam. xiii. 18, of the valley of
Zeboim—and in: Jer. xii. 9, of “a speckled bird.” In hoth these pla-
ces the sume word is used, and that word, there is little doubt, refers
to the hyena.

‘The size of the hyrena is that of a very large dog, weighing about
a hundred weight, having a strong bristly mane, with hairs seven
inches long. The fore legs are two feet in leugth, the foot flat,
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and abont two inches broad. The animal stands seemingly uneasy
on the hind legs; and it is observable, that, when it is at first dis-
lodged from cover, it limps so very awkwardly, that it appears as if
the hinder legs were broken or dislocated. By running some time,
however, this stiffness leaves it, and it sweeps along with great
swiftness. Its color is of a yellowish brown, marked with bands
of different colors, over its neck and legs. His manner of holding
the head is remarkable; somewhat like a dog, pursuing the scent
with his nose near to the ground. But no words can give an ade-
quate idea of the animal’s figure, deformity, and fierceness. More
savage and untameable than any other quadruped, it secms to be
forever in a state of mge and rapacity, forever growling, except
when receiving its food. Its eyes then glisten, the bristles of its
back all stand upright, its head hangs low, and yet its teeth appear;
all which give it a most frightful aspect, which a dreadful howl
tends to heighten.  As this is loud and frequent, it might, perhaps,
have been sometimes mistaken for that of a human voice, in dis-
tress, and have given rise to the accounts of the ancients, who tell
us, thatthe hysna makes its moan, to attract unwary travellers,
and then to destroy them ; however this be, it seetns the most un-
tractable, and, for its size, the most terrible of all other quadrupeds;
nor does its courage fall short of its ferocity ; it defends itself against
the lion, is a match for the panther, attacks the ounce, and seldom
fails to conquer. It is an obscure and solitary animal, to be found
chiefly in the most desolate and uncultivated parts of the torrid
zone, of which it is a native.

The lion regards the face of man with respect, and, when not
oppressed by the force of hunger, venerates that majesty impressed
by the Creator on the human form ; bui this villain of the desert
pays no kind of respect to venerable age, or to the captivating
charms of beauty. All fall indiscriminately before his yoracious
rapacity ; and what is still more extraordinary, the dead of his own
species are not exempt from the cravings of his ferocious appetite.
Abyssinia, and chiefly about the sources of the Nile, are the prin-
ciple scenes of his murders and devastations. In Atbara, the
Arabs plough, sow, dig wells, have plenty of water, and the lund
yields large crops. But when discord arises among the tribes, they
commence hostilities by mutually burning down the crops, when
nigh ripe, and rendering a country, naturally fertile, one uniform
scene of desolation and misery, Famine ensues, for they have no
stores left; the houses are burnt down, their wells filled up, the
men slain by the victoriens party are left upon the fields, and the
remainder, destitute, forlorn, without strength or hope, are assailed
by troops of hyznas, who find little or no difference of resistance
betwecn slaying the living and devouring the dead. Thus the mis-
erable multitude are destroyed, till they leave not a single survivor
to apnounce to some neighboring nation the futal catastrophe that
has befallen their country. The inhuman natives burying neither
friend nor foe, the innumerable carcasses of the slain afford ample



THE FOX, OR JACKAL. 95

supply of buman carrion to the ravenous hyznas. ‘In my return,
through the desert,’ says Mr. Bruce, ¢ the whole country was strew-
ed with the bones of the dead. Horrid monuments of the victories
of this savage animal, and of man more cruel than he!”

One circumstance is very remarkable in the nature of this animal,
and that is, his nortal aversion to dogs. No dog, however fierce,
can be prevailed upon to engage the hyzna. This aversion and
mutual antipathy was proverbial in very ancient times, for the au-
thor of Ecclesiasticus asks, ¢ What agreenient is there between the
hyena and the dog?’ Chap. xiii. 18.

THE FOX,ORJACKAL.

It is somewhat doubtful, whether the fox of seripture be the
common fox, or the jackal—the little eastern fox, as Hasselquist
calls him.

‘The jackal, or Thaleb, as it is called in Arabia and Egypt, is
said to be of the size of a middling dog, resembling the fox in the
hinder parts, particularly the tail; and the wolf in the fore parts,
especially the nose. Its legs are shorter than those of the fox, and
its color is of a bright yellow ; or in the warmest climates rather of
a reddish brown. d

Although this species of the wolf approaches very near to that of
the dog, yet the jackal seems to be placed between them; to the
savage fierceness of the wolf, it adds the impudent familiarity of
the dog. Its ery is a howl, mixed with barking, and a lamentation
resetnbling that of human distress. It is more noisy in its pursuits



96 SCRIPTURE NATURAL HISTORY.

even than the dog, and more voracious than the wolf; though it
never goes alone, but always in a pack of forty or fifty together.
They are very little afraid of mmankind, but pursue their game to the
very doors, without testifying either nttachment or apprehension.
They enter insolently into ‘the sheep-folds, the yards, and the
stables, and, when they can find uothing else, devour the leather
harness, boots, and shoes, und run off with what they have not
time to swallow. They not only attack the living, but the dead;
scratching up with their feet the new-made graves, and deveuring
the corpse. 'They always assist ench other as well in this employ-
ment of exhumation, as in that of the chase; and while at their
dreary work, exhort each other by a most mournful cry, resembling
that of children under ¢hastisement.  Like all other savage animals,
when they have once tasted human flesh, they can never after re-
frain froin pursuing ‘mankind. They watch the burying grounds,
follow armies, and keep in the rear of caravans,

Jackals seldom appear cbroad till night-fall. Having scented
the prey, they sually forth in woops of thirty or forty in number, and
pursue it the whole night with uuceasing assiduity, keeping up a
horrid howl, and, with great perseverance, at last drive down their
victim. The lion, the tiger, and the panther, whose appetites are
superior to their swiftness, attend to the jackal’s cry, and just at the
moment it supposes itself going to share the fiuits of its labor, one
of these animals comes in, satiates himself upon the spoil, and
his poor provider must be content with the bare carcass he leaves
behind. From eastern travellers we learn, that the jackal feeds upon
roots and fruit, as well as upon animal flesh, and that it frequently
roots up plants to satisfy its appetite.

Such is the character which nawmralists bave furnished of the
Jjackal, or Egyptian fox: let us see what references are made to it
in scripture. To its carnivorous habits there is an allusion in
Psalm Ixiii. 9, 10: ¢ Those that seek my soul, to destroy it, shall go
into the lower parts of the earth : they shall fall by the sword ; they
shall be a portion for foxes;’ and to its ravages in the vineyard,
Solomon alludes in Cant. ii. 15: ¢ Take us the foxes, the little foxes,
that spoil the vines: for our vines have tender grapes”’ The mean-
ing is, that false teachers corrupt the purity of doctrine, obscure the
simplicity of worship, overturn the beauty of appointed order,
break the unity of believers, and extinguish the life and vigor of
Christiah practice. These words of Ezekiel may be understood in
the same sense: ¢ O Jerusalem ! thy prophets, (or, as the context
gives the sense,) thy flattering teachers, are as foxes in the deserts,’
chap. xiii. 4. This name they receive, because, with vulpine sub-
tilty, they speak lies in hypocrisy. Such teachers the apostle calls
¢ wolves in sheep’s clothing ;’ deceitful workers, who, by their cun-
ning, subvert whole houses ; and whose word, like the touth of a
fox upon the vine, eats as a canker.

On a particular oecasion, our Lord speaking of Herod, who had
threatened to kill him, applied to him, metaphorically, the name
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of the fox or jackal; ¢ Go, tell that fox—that crafty, cruel, insidious,
devouring creature—that jackal of a prince—who has indeed ex-
pressed his enmity by his threats, as jackalsindicate their mischiev-
ous dispositions by their barkings; and who yelps in concert with
other of my enemies, jackal-like—go, tell him that I am safe from
his fury to-day and to-morrow; and on the third day I shall be
completed,—completely beyond his power ;’—alluding, perhags,
to his resurrection on the third day. There have been some doubts
as to the propriety of our Redeemer’s speaking in such terms of a
civil ruler, whose subject he was, and whose character he was
therefore bound to respect and to honor. For these scruples, how-
ever, there is no ground ; the character of Herod as a cruel, insidi-
ous, and crafty prince, was too notorious to be disguised from any
part of his subjects ; and he who knew his heart as well as witness-
ed his conduct, could speak with certainty as to his dispositions and
motives. Besides this, such metaphorical applications as these are
much more common in the East than here, and would, therefore,
not appear so strong to our Lord’s attendants as to us.

The expedient of Samson (Judges xv. 4, 5,) has frequently been
made the butt of ridicule, by the unbeliever in divine revelation ;
but without reason. Polney says, ¢ That, in Syria the wolf and the
real fox are very rare, though there is a prodigious quantity of the
middle species, named shacal, which go in droves.” And again:
¢Jackals are concealed by hundreds in the gardens, and among ruins
and tombs.” Where, then, was the difficulty for Samson to procure
three hundred of these animals, especially as the time during which
he had to provide them for his purpose was not limited to a week
or a month ? Besidss, it should be recollected, that Samson sus-
tained the highest office in the commonwealth, and could be at no
loss for persons to assist him in his enterprise.

From the book of Exodus we learn, that before the passover,
that is, before the fourteenth day of the iouth Abib, or March, bar-
ley in Egypt was in the ear, chap. xii. 18 xiii. 4.  And in chap. ix.
31, 82, it is said that the wheat at that time was not grown up. Bar-
ley harvest, then, in Egypt, and so in tlie country of the Philistines
which bordered upon it, must have fallen about the middle of
March. Wheat harvest, according to Pliny, was a month later.
Therefore; wheat harvest happened about the middle of April.
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THE WILD BOAR.

"Tu1s animal, which is the original of all the varieties of the hog
kind, is by no means so stupid nor so filthy a beast as that we have
reduced to tameness. He is something smaller than the domestic
hog, and does not so vary in his color, being always found of an
iron grey, inclining to black : his snout is much larger than that of
the tatne animal, and the ears are shorter, rounder, and black ; of
which color are also the feet and the tail. But the tusks are larger
than in the tame breed ; they bend upwards circularly, and are ex-
ceedingly sharp at the points.

The wild boar roots up the ground ina different manner from the
common hog ; the one turns up the earth in little spots here and
there ; the other ploughs it up like a furrow, and does irreparable
damage in the cultivated lands of the farmer, destroying the roots
of the vine and other plants. From this we may see the propriety
with which the Psalmist represents the subversion of the Jewish
commonwealth, under the allegory of a vine, destroyed by a boar:
¢Thou hast brought a vine out of Egypt; thou hast cast out the
heathen, and planted it. Thou preparedst room before it,and didst
cause it to take deep root, and it filled the land. She sent out her
boughs unto the sea, and her branches unto the river. Why hast
thou broken down her hedges, so that all they which pass by the
way do pluck her? The boar out of the wood doth waste it, and
the wild beast of the field doth devour it Psalm Ixxx. 8—13. If
this Psalm was written, as is supposed, during the Babylonian cap-
tivity, the propriety of the allegory becomes more apparent. Not
satisfied with devouring the placts and fruit which have been care-
fully raised by the skill and attention of the husbandman, the fero-
cious boar lacerates and breaks with his powerful tusks the roots
aud branches of the surrounding vines, and tramples them beneath
his feet. The reader will easily apply this to the conduct pursued
'by the Chaldeans towards the Jewish state, whose desolation is thus
pathetically bewailed by the prophet: ¢The Lord hath trodden un-
der foot all my mighty men in the midst of me: he hath called an
assembly against me to crush my young men: the Lord hath trod-
den the virgin, the daughter of Judah, as in a winepress,” Lam. i. 15.

The boar is extremely fond of marshes, fens, and reedy places ;
a disposition which is probably referred to in Psalm Ixviii. 30: ¢ Re~
buke the company of the spearmen,—or, as it is literally, ¢the
beast of the reeds,’ or canes.
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THE BEAR.

In the Hebrew, this animal is very expressively called the grumb-
ler, or growler. ]

Ther are three kinds of the bear known: the white, the black,
and the brown. Of the two former the scripture does not speak ;
the latter kind being the only one known in the Eastern regions,
The brown bear, says Buffon, is not only savage but solitary ; he
takes refuge in the wmost unfrequented parts, and the most danger-
ons precipices and uninhabited inountains. It chooses its den in
the most gloomy parts of the forest, in some cavern that has been
hollowed by time, or in the hollow of some old enormous tree.
The disposition of this animal is most surly and rapacious, and his
mischievousness has passed into a proverb. His appearance cor-
responds with his temper: his coat is rugged, his limbs strong and
thick, and his countenance, covered with a dark and sullen scowl,
indicates the settled moroseness of his disposition. The sacred
writers frequently associate this formidable enemy with the king of
the forest, as being equally dangerous and destructive. Thus,
Amos, setting before his incorrigible countrymen the succession of
calamities which, under the just judgment of God, was about to
befal them, declares that the removal of one would but leave anoth-
er equally grievous: ¢ Wo unto you that desire the day of the
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Lord! To what end is it for you? The day of the Lord is dark-
ness, and not light. As if a man did flee from a lion, and a hear
met him,’ Amos v. 18,19. And Solomon, who had closely studied
the character of the several individuals of the animal kingdom,
compares au unprincipled and wicked ruler to these creatures:
¢ As a roaring lion and a ranging bear, so is a wicked ruler over the
poor people,’ Proverbs xxviii. 15.

The she-bear is said to be even more fierce and terrible than
the male, especially after she has cubbed. So strong is her attach-
ment to her young, and so extreme the jealousy with which she
protects them, that no stranger, whether man or beast, is suffered
to intrude on her solitude with impunity. This circumstance
finely illustrates the beautiful imngery of the prophet, employed to
delineate the amazipg change which the gospel of Christ will be
the instrument of effecting in the hurnan heart, and the delightful
harmony which will follow in its train: ¢ And the cow and the
bear shall feed, Their young ones shall lie down together,’
Isaiah xi. 7.

To the fury of the female bear when she happens to be robbed
of her young, there are several striking allusions in scripture.
Those persons who have witnessed her under such circumstances,
describe her rage to be most violent and frantic, and as only to be
diverted from the object of her vengeance with the loss of her life.
How terrible, then, was the threatening of the incensed JEHOVAH,
in consequence of the numerous and aggravated iniquities of the
kingdom of Israel, as uttered by the prophet Hosea—‘I will meet
then as a bear bereaved of her whelps, and will rend the caul of
their heart!’ Chap. xiii. 8.

The execution of this terrible denunciation, in the invasion of
the land by the Assyrian armies, and the utter subversion of the
kingdom, is well known to every reader of seripture.

In the vision of Daniel, where the four great monarchies of
antiquity are symbolised by different beasts of prey, whose quali-
ties resembled the character of these several states, the Medo-
Persian empire is represented by a bear, which raised itself up on
‘one side, and had between its teeth three ribs; and they said thus
unto it: ¢ Arise, devour much flesh, Daniel vii. 5. All the four
monarchies agreed in their fierceness and rapacity ; but there were
several striking differences in the subordinate features of their char-
acter, and their mode of operation, which is clearly intimated by the
different characters of their symbolical representatives. ‘The Per-
sian monarchy is represented by a bear, to denote its cruelty and
greediness after blood ; and in this imputation the prophet Jeremi-
ah: unites, by designating the Persians ¢the spoilers,’ chap. li. 48,
56. The learned Bochart has enumeratéd several points of resem-
blance between that character of the Medo-Persians and the dispo-
pitions of this animal.



SECTION IIL

WILD INOFFENSIVE ANIMALS.

THE WILD ASS.

This is a much handsomer and more dignified animal than the
common or domestic ass. Oppian describes it as ¢ handsome, large,
vigorous, of stately gait, his coat of a silvery color, having a black
band along the spine of his back,and on his flanks, patches as
white as snow.’ It is an animal adapted for running, and of such
swiftness that the best horses cannot equal it. From this quality it
is that it derives its Hebrew name ; and, as it prefers the most crag- .
gy mountains, it runs with ease on the most difficult ground. All
the ancient writers, who mention it, notice its fleetness, especially
Xenophon, who says that it has long legs; is very rapid in run-
ning ; swift as a whirlwind, having strong and stout hoofs.

Sir R. K. Porter’s aceount of a wild ass, to which he gave chase,
will help the reader to appreciate the fidelity with which the writer
of the book of Job delineates its character.

¢The sun was just rising over the summits of the Eastern moun-
tains, when my greyhound, Cooley, suddenly darted off in pursuit
of an animal which my Persians said, from the glimpse they had
of it, was an antelope. I instantly put spurs to my horse, and, with
my attendants, gave chase. After an unrelaxed gallop of full three
miles, we came up with the dog, who was then within a short
stretch of the creature he pursued ; and to my surprise, and at first,
vexation, I saw it to be an ass. But,on a moment’s reflection,
judging from its fleetness it must be a wild one, a species little
known in Europe, but which the Persians prize above all other
animals, as an object of chase, I determined to approach as near to
it as the very swift Arab 1 was on would carry me. But the sin-
gle instant of checking my horse to consider, had given our game
such a head of us, that notwithstanding all our speed we could not
recover our ground on him, I, however, happened to be consider-
ably before my companions, when, at a certain distance, the animal
in its turn made a pause, and allowed me to approach within a pis-
tol-shot of him. e then darted off again with the quickness of
thought ; capering, kicking, and sporting in his flight, es if he were
not blown in the least,* and the chase were his pastime,

L)
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‘He appeared to me to be about ten or twelve hands higlh ; the
skin smooth, like a deer’s, and of a reddish color; the belly and
hinder parts partaking of a silvery grey ; his neck was finer than
that of a common ass, being longer, and bending like a stag’s, and
his legs beautifully slender; the head and eurs seemed large in
proportion to the gracefulness of these forms, and by them I first
recognised that the object of my chase was of the ass tribe. The
mane was short and black, as was also a tuft which terminated his
tail. No line whatever ran along his back, or crossed his shoulders,
as are’ seen on the tame species with us. When my followers of
the country came ‘up, they regretted I had not shot the creature
when he was so within my aim, telling me his flesh is one of the
greatest delicacies in Persia: but it would not have been to eat
him that I should have been glad to have hud him in my posses-
sion. The prodigious swifiness and peculiar manner with which
he fled across the plain, coincided exactly with the description that
Xenophon gives of the same “animal in Arabia. But, above all, it
reminded me of the striking portrait drawn by the-author of the
book of Job.! ’

Let this account be compared with the description in Job:—
chap. xxxix.

The fact, that the wild ass delights in the most barren and arid
regions, shows the propriety of a passage in Isaiah, where the ex-

treme desolation of the land of Israel to be occasioned by thetroops .

of Nebuchadnezzar, is foretold : ch. xxxii. 13, 14.

Professor Gmelin states, that a female onager he possessed some-
times went two days without drinking, and that brackish water was
better liked by her than fresh. A few blades of corn, a little with-
ered grass, or the tops of a few scorched shrubs or plants, were
sufficient to satisfy the cravings of its appetite, and render it eon-
tented and happy. Hence we may conceive the extreme state of
wretchedness to which Judah was exposed, by the dearth which
Jeremiah describes in the fourteenth chapter of his prephecies:—

PP The wild asses stood in the high places,
They snuffed up the wind like dragons 3
Their eyes failed, because there was no grass.—Ver, 6.

The extreme propensity of the Jews to associate themselves in
acts of idolatrous and obscene worship, with the heathen nations by
which they were surrounded, has induced the prophet to refer to
the violence of lust, and unrestrainable eagerness to satisfy the
prompting of desire, in this aninzal : ¢ How canst thou say I am not
polluted, I have not gone after Baalim? See thy way in the val-
ley, know what thou hast done ; thou art a swift dromedary, trav-
ersing her ways; a wild ass used to the wilderness, that snuffeth up
the wind at her pleasure : in her occasion who can turn her away ?
All they that seek her will not weary themselves; after her season
they will find her,’ ch. ii. 23,24, Every means used to restrain
them from their idolatrous purposes proved unavailing: they
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¢snuffed up the wind at their pleasure,” and wearied the prophets
of the Mast High, till the armies of the Chaldeans subdued their
spirit, and scattered them abroad for a season.

The ignorance and self-conceit of man is strongly asserted in
Job xi. 12, by a reference to this animal: ¢Vain man would be
wise, though he be born a wild ass’s colt;’ or ass-colt ; a prover-
bial expression, denoting extreme perversity and ferocity, and one
repeatedly alluded to in the Old Testament. Thus, in Gen. Xvi.
12, it is prophesied of Ishmael, that he should be a wild-ass man;
rough, untaught, and libertine as a wild ass. So Hosea xiii. 15:
‘He (Ephraim) hath run wild amidst the braying monsters. So
again, in ch. viii. 9, the very same character is given of Ephraim,
who is called ¢a solitary wild ass by himself}’ or perhaps a solitary
wild ass of the desert ; for the original will bear 10 be so rendered.
This proverbial expression has descended among the Arabians to
the present day, who still employ, the expressions ‘the ass of the
desert,” or, ‘the wild ass,” to describe an obstinate, indocile, and
contumacious person. In Job xxiv. 5, robbers and plunderers are
distinguished by the odious term of wild asses. The passage refers,
evidently, says Mr. Good, ‘not to the proud and haughiy tyrants
themselves, but to the oppressed and needy wretches, the Bed-
ouins and other plundering tribes, whom their extortion and vio-
lence had driven from society, and compelled in a body to seek for
subsistence by public robbery and pillage. In this sense the de-
scription is admirably forcible and characteristic.’” So the son of
Sirach-says (Ecclus. xiii. 19): ¢ As the wild ass is the lion’s prey in
the wilderness, so the rich eat up the poor.’ :
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THE ROCK GOAT, ORIBEX.

,THE best account which we have of this creature, is furnished by
the late Mr. Charles Taylor, from whom we have selected the ma-
terials for the following article.

There are three places in scripture where an animal of the goat
kind is mentioned, either directly, or by allusion, 1 Sam. xxiv. 2,
‘Saul went to seek David and his men on the rocks of the wild goats :’
literally, on the superfices, or on the fuce of the rocks of the IorLim.
Psalm civ. 18: ¢ The high mountains to the Ibices, (IoLin) are a
refuge ; rocks are the refuge to the Saphanim.! But thereisa third
passage where it is more distinctly referred to, and its manners de-
scribed at greater length :—in our translation, ¢ Knowest thou the
time when the wild goats of the rocks bring forth? Canst thou
mnark when the hinds do calve? Canst thou number the months
they fulfil? or knowest thou the time when they bring forth ? They
bow themselves : they bring forth their young ones; they cast out
their sorrows. Their young ones are in goed liking ; they grow up
with corn ; they go forth, and return not to them,” Job xxxix. 1—4.
A fourth passage presents this creature, the JoLewn, in a feminine
form: ¢ Let thy wife be as the loving hind, and the pleasant roe,
Proverbs v. 19,

The specific character of the Bouquetin, or rock goat, is taken
from the beard and horns, which are knobbed along the upper or
anterior surface, and recline towards the back. The wild goat is
Jarger than the tame goat, but resembles it much in the outer form.
The head is small in proportion to the body, with the muzzie thick
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and compressed, and a little arched. 'The eyes are large and round,
and have much fire and brilliancy. The horns are large, when of
a full size, weighing sometimes sixteen or eighteen pounds, flatted
before and rounded behind, with one or two longitudinal ridges,
and many transverse ridges, which degenerate towards the tip into
knobs. The colour is dusky brown; the beard long, tawny, or
dusky ; the legs slender, with hoofs short, hollow on the inside, and
on the outside terminated by a salient border, like those of the cha-
mois. The body is short, thick and strong; the tail short, naked
underneath, the rest covered with long hairs, white at the base and
sides, black above and at the end. The coat is long, but not pen-
dent, ash coloured, mixed with some hoary hairs. A black list
runs along the back, and there is a black spot above and below the
knees. Its color, however, like that of other animals, must neces-
sarily vary according to its age, and to local circumstances.

The female is one-third less than the male, and not so corpulent :
{mr color is less tawny; and her horns are not above eight inches

ong.

In a state of tranquillity, the rock goat commenly carries the head
low ; but in running it holds it high, and even bends it a little for-
ward. It mounts a perpendicular rock of fifteen feet at three leaps,
or rather three successive leaps, or three successive bounds of five
feet each. It does not seem as if he found any footing on the rock,
appearing to touch’ it merely to be rcpelled, like an elastic sub-
stance striking against a hard body. If he is hetween two rocks
which are near each other, and wants to reach the top, he leaps
from the side of one rock to the other alternately,’till he has obtain-
ed the summit. He also traverses the glaciers with rapidity when
he is pursuced.

The Bouquetins feed, during the night, in the highest woods;
but the sun no sooner begins to gild the summits, than they quit
the woody region, and mount, feeding in their progress, till they
have reached the most considerable heights. They betake them-
selves to the sides of the mountains which face the east or south,
and lie down in the highest places and hottest exposures ; but when
the sun has finished more than three quarters of its course, they
again begin to feed, and to descend towards the woods; whither
they retire when it is likely to snow, and where they always pass
the winter. The Bouquetins assemble in flocks, consisting at most
of ten, twelve, or fifteen; but more usually in smaller numbers.
The males which are six years old and upwards, haunt morc ele-
vated places than the females and the younger Bouquetins ; and as
they advance in age, they are less fond of society, and frequently
live entirely alone.  Having their fore legs somewhat shorter than
the hind legs, they naturally ascend with greater facility than they
descend ; for this rcason, nothing but the severest weather can en-
gage them to come down into the lower regions; and even in win-
ter, if there are a few fine duys, they leave the woods and mount
higher. These facts were not unobserved by the Psalmist, as we
see from one of the passages above cited.
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None but the inhabitants of the mountains engage in the chase
of this animal ; for it requires, not only a head that can bear to look
down from the greatest heights without terror; address and sure
footedness in the most difficult and dangerous passes; and to be
an excellent marksman ; but also much strength and vigor, to sup-
port hunger, cold, and prodigious fatigue. This shows the propri-
ety with which the inspired writer calls the dreary and frightful
precipices which frown over the Dead Sea, towards the wilderness
of Engedi, ¢ The rocksof the wild goats;’ as if accessible only to
those animals,

THE ANTELOPE.

Tuis animal is not mentioned in our translation of the Bible;
but it is generally agreed, that the Zebi, which our translators take
for the roe, is the gazelle, or antelope. The former animal is ex-
tremely rare in Palestine and the adjoining countries ; while the latter
is common in every part of the Levant. Add to this, that the Zebi
was allowed to the Hebrews, as an article of food, (Deut. xii. 5,
&zc¢.), and scarcely a doubt can remain on the subject.

The name of this animal, which is from a verb signifying to as-
semble, or collect together, is very characteristic of the gregarious
character of the antelope, which live together in large troops, to the
number sometimes of two or three thousand. The Septuagint, or
Greek version of the Bible, uniformly translates the Hebrew word
geatg/ ; and it is so translated, 2 Sam. i, 19 ; Isaiah iv. 2 ; Ezek. vii.

0, &c,
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The gazelle forms a connecting species between the goat and the
deer kinds; somewhat resembling the former internally, and the
latter externslly, excepting its horns, which are annulated or ring-
ed round, with longitudinal depressions running from the bottom to
the point, Of all animals in-the world the gazelle is said to have
the most beautiful eye.

From Dr. Russell we learn, that the inhabitants of Syria distin-
guish between the antelope of the mountain, and that of the plain.
The foriner is the most beautifully formed, and it bounds with sur-
prising agility ; the latter is of a much lighter color, and is neither
so strong nor so active. Both, however, are so flect, that the grey-
hounds, though reckoned excellent cannot come up with them,
without the aid of the falcon, except in soft deep ground. Itisto
the former species of this animal, apparently, that the sacred writers
allude, since they distinctly notice their fleetness upon the moun-
tains, 1 Chron. xii. 8; Cant, ii. 8, 9, 17 ; viii. 14, :

The usual method of taking the antelope is by hunting it with
the falcon, or the ounce; but it is sometimes taken by the following
expedient, A tame antelope, bred up for the purpose, is taught to

“join those of its kind wherever it perceives them. When the hun-
ter, therefore, discovers a herd of these together, he fixes a noose
round the horns of the tame animal, in such a manner, that if the
rest but touch it they are entangled; and thus prepared, he sends
his antelope among the rest. The tame animal no sooner ap-
proaches, but the males of the herd instantly sally forth to oppose
him; and in butting with their horns are caught in the noose.
Finding itself taken in the snare, terror lends it additional strength
and activity, and it makes the most vigorous exertions to disentan-
gle itself, and escape before the hunter can come up with it. Its
effort under these circumstances is proposed for imitation to the
person who had rashly become surety for his neighbor: ¢Deliver
thyself as an antelope from the hand of the hunter, and as a bird
from the hand of the fowler,’ (Prov. vi. 5.) ; that is, ¢ Thou hast im-
prudently placed thyself in perilous circumstances, suffer no delay
m making an effort for thy release.’

There seems to be something so highly figurative in the exclama-
tion of the bride, (Cant. i. 7), ¢ Tell me, O thou, whom my soul
loveth, where thou feedest,” &ec. that it has never occurred to critics,
that the speaker, assuming the metaphorical character of a gazelle
or antelope, inquires for the resting place of the flock, wherein she
also might rest. They have usually snpposed that she makes this
inquiry in the character of a shepherdess, meaning to accompany
her shepherd, and to associate with him at the noon time of day,
when he would be reposing.
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THE HART AND THE HIND.

TaE hind and the roe, and the hart and the antelope, bave al-
ways been held in the highest estimation by the orientals, for the
voluptuous beauty of their eyes, the delicate elegance of their form,
and their graceful agility of action. In the sacred writings, there-
fore, as well as in other literary compositions of the East, we fre-
quently meet with direct references, or incidental allusions to their
qualities and habits. The hart, which is the stag or male deer, is
one of those innocent and peaceable animals that seem to embellish
the forest, and animate the solitudes of nature. The easy elegance
of his form, the lightness of his motions; those large branches that
seem made rather for the ornament of his head than its defence;
the size, the strength, and the swiftness of this beautiful creature;
all sufficiently rank him among the first of quadrupeds, and ameong
the most noted ohjects of human curiosity. But, as this animal is
so well known, it is not necessary that we should occupy much of
our space in minute verbal description. The horns of the deer,
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however, are objects of too curious a description to be passed over
in silence, especially as we shall have occasion to notice them
somewhat particularly, in order to “ascertain the import of an ob-
scure passage of scripture, The size of the deer’s antlers is in pro-
portion to its age, and are shed 'every year: in full grown animals
they are very large, and give an expansion and beauty to the head
which is remarkably striking. Their growth and extension are
affected by several external circumstances; and Buffon thinks it
possible to retard their growth entirely, by greatly retrenching the
animal’s food. A stag bred in fertile pastures, and undisturbed
by the hunter, has his head expanded, his antlers numerous, and
his hranches thick ; while one often pursued and ill nourished, has
but few antlers, and the expansion but little. The beauty and size
of their horns, therefore, mark their strength and vigor. :

The deer is a ruminating animal, and divides the hoof’; it was
therefore permitted to be eaten by the Mosaic law, Deut. xii. 15;
xiv. 5. This was a great advantage to the Israelites, as the moun-
tainous tracts of Lebanon, Gilead, and Carmel, abounded with deer,
and supplied them with a rich provision of agreeable food.

Naturally of a hot and arid constitution, the deer suffers much
from thirst in the oriental regions. He therefore seeks the fountain
or the stream with intense desire, particularly when his natural
thirst has been aggravated by the pursuit of the hunter. Panting
and braying, with eagerness he precipitates himself into the river,
that he may quench at once the burning fever which consumes his
vitals, in its cooling waters. No cireumstance can display more
foreibly the ardent breathings of divine love in the soul of a true
believer ; and the holy Psalmist has availed himself of it, with ad-
mirable propriety and effect, in the description of his religious teel-
ings, when exiled from the house of God, and a dejected wanderer
near the sources of the Jordan: ¢ As the hart panteth after the wa.
ter brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O God. My soul thirst-
eth for God, for the living God: when shall I come and appear
hefore God?’ "Thus importunate are the desires of the genuine
saint; thus earnestly he longs after communion with his God; he
feels impatient at a distance from the sanctuary, and finds it impos-
sible to be satisfied with any enjoyment less than the sensible en-
Jjoyment of his Redeemer’s favor.

The deer seems to resemble the goat, in being . remarkably sure
footed, and delighting in elevated situations. It possesses extraor-
dinary swiftness, and will bound, with surprising agility, more than
fifty feet. 1t is, therefore, with admirable propriety and force, that
the spouse compares the sudden maunifestations of her Saviour’s
love and power, to the bounding of the hart on the summits of the
mountains: ¢The voice of my beloved ! behold, he cometh leaping
upon the mountains, skipping upon the hills, Cant. ii. 8. To give
us some idea of the joy and triumph which the Messiah’s appear-
ance in human nature, his resurrection from the dead, and the
establishment oi'l l(])is kingdom in all its glory, should produce in the
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hearts of perishing sinners, the prophet Isaiah borrows the same
figure :— Then shall the lame man leap s a hart, and the tongue
of the dunb shall sing,’ chap. xxxv. 6.

-The hind, or female stag, is a lovely creature, and of an elegant
shape ; though she is more feeble than the hart, and destitute of
horns. It is not known, we believe, that the hind is more sure foot-
ed than the hart, although the figure employed by both David and
Habakkuk, seems to indicate as much. The royal Psalmist, allud-
ing to the security of his position, under the protection of his God,
says, ¢ He maketh my feet like hind’s feet, and setteth me upon my
high places, (Psalm xviii, 33); and the prophet, reposing in the
same power, anticipates a full deliverance from his existing trou-
bles, and a complete escape from surrounding dangers: ‘He will
make my feet like hind’s feet, and he will make me to walk upon
mine high places,’ Hab. iii. 19. This passage has given rise to con-
siderable discussion among the learned.

In Prov. v. 18, 19, Solomon admonishes the young man te let
the wife of his bosom be to him ‘as the loving hind and pleasant
roe ;' a beautiful allusion to the mutual fondness of the stag and
hind,  The only remaining passage of scripture in which this ani-
mal is mentioned, requiring illustvation, is the prophetic blessing
pronounced on Naphtali by the dying patriarch—a passage which
is involved in considerable difficulty and obscurity. In our trans-
lation it stands thus: ¢ Naphtali is a hind let loose, he giveth good-
ly words, (Gen. xlix. 21) ;—a rendering which exhibits a singular
confusion of ideas. The subject of the prophecy is represented as
being both masculine and feminine: a hind is said to speak words
—goodly words—a phraseology in which there is no unity of allu-
sion, to say nothing of its want of correspondence with the subse-
quent history of the tribe, but which correspondence is found in a
nice degree, in every other paragraph of this beautiful composition,

The f‘ate editor of Calmet undertook a very careful analysis of
this passage, and gives, as its result, the following version : ¢ N aph-
tali is a deer roaming at liberty, he shooteth forth noble branches
(majestic antlers.) 'The English word branches, is applied to the

.stag, with exactly the same allusion as the Hebrew word : the French
say bots (wood), for a stag’s horns. The homs of a slag are annu-
.ally shed, and re-produced ; and as we have already said, they are
ample if his pasturage has been plentiful and nutritious ; or stinted
in their growth, if his food has been sparing, or deficient in nourish-
ment. Buffon reasons at length on this subject.—¢ There is so inti-
mate a relation,” he says, ‘beiween nutrition and the prodnction of
the antlers, &c. that we have formerly established its entire depen-
dence on a superabundance of nourishment. After the first year, in
the month of May, the horns begin to shoot, and form two projec-
tions, which lengthen and harden, in _proportion as the enimal lakes
nourishment. This effect (of nourishment) appears, especially on
the summit of  the head, where it manifests itself more than every
where else, by the production of the horns ... Another proof that
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the production of the horns arises wholly from the superabundance
of nourishment, is the difference which 1s found between the horns
of stags of the same age, of which some are very thick and spread-
ing, while others are thin and slender, which depends absolutely on
the quantity of nourishment: for, a stag which inhabits a plentiful
country, where he feeds at his will ; where he is not molested by
dogs or by men ; where, having eaten quietly, he may afterwards
ruminate at his ease, will always show a head beautiful, high, and
spreading : palms large and well-furnished : the stem of his horns
thick, well-pearled, with numerous antlers,long and strong : where-
as, he who inhabits a country where he has neither quiet nor nour-
ishment sufficient, will show but an impoverished head, few antlers,
and feeble stems; INSOMUCH, THAT IT 13 ALWAYS EASY TO DETER-
MINE, BY EXAMINING THE HEAD OF A STAG, WHETHER HE INHABITS
A PLENTIFUL AND QUIET COUNTRY, AND WHETHER HE HAS BEEN
WELL OR ILL FED.)

The prediction of Jacob, then, may be thus understood : ¢ Naph-
tali shall inhabit a country so rich, so fertile, so quiet, so unmolest-
ed, that, after having fed to the full, on the most nutritious pastur-
age, he shall shoot out branches, 1. e. antlers, &¢., of the most majes-
tic magnitude.” Thus the patriarch denotes the happy lot of Naph-
tali; not directly, but indirectly ; not by the energy of immediate
description, but by inevitable inference, arising from the observation
of its effects.  In fact, the lot of this tribe was rich in pasture, and
¢ his soil,’ as Calmet observes, ¢ was very fruitful in corn and oil,
So that we have correet verbal propriety, and the subsequent fulfil.
ment of the prophecy, in favor of this interpretation.

The residence of Naphtali was a beautiful woodland country, ex-
tending to Mount Lebanon, and producing fruits of every sort—
Moses says (Deut, xxxili, 23) Naphtali shall enjoy abundance of fa-
vor and be filled with the blessings of the Lord. Josepbus speaks
highly of the fertility of Galilee, which comprised the lot of the
tribe, and reckons two hundred and fourteen towns in the province.
It needs little proof that such a country was likely to yield abun-
dance of nourishment for deer, which might display its prolific ef-
fects in the growth and magnitude of the horns, and their branches :
s0 that this country might lferally fulfil the patriarch’s blessing,
which is not always to be expected in figurative language,
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THE HARE AND THE CONEY.

I~ Lev. xi. the Jewish legislator places the hare among unclean
animy.ls, because, ¢although he chews the cud, he divides not the
hoof! ¢
Like all other animals that feed entirely upon vegetables, the
hare is inoffensive and timorous. AS nature furnishes it with an
abundant supply, it has not that rapacity after food remarkable in
such as are often stinted in their provisions. It is extremely active,
and amazingly swift, to which it chiefly owes its protection; for,
being the prey of every voracious animal, it is incessantly pursued.
‘The eyes of the hare are large and prominent, and placed so far
backward in its head, that it can almost see behind it as it runs.
They ure never wholly closed; but, as the animal is continually
upon the watch, it sleeps with them open. The ears are still more
-remarkable for their size ; they are moveable, and can be directed
to every quarter; so that the smallest sounds are readily received,
and the animal’s motions directed accordingly. The muscles of
the body are very strong, and without fat, so that it may be said to

carry no superfluous burthen of flesh about it. The Linder feetare
larger than the fore, which still adds to the rapidity of its motions ;
and almost all animals that are remarkable for their speed, except
the horse, are formed in the same manner. The hare multiplies
exceedingly ; and, were it not for the depredations made upon the
race by most other animals, it would quickly overrun the earth.
The flesh of this animal has been esteemed a delicacy by some
nations, but is held in detestation by others. The Jews, the ancient
Britons, and the Mahometans, all considered it as unclean, and re-
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ligiously abstained from it. On the contrary, there are scarcely any
other people, however harbarous, who do not consider it as the most
agreeable food.

The English translators, in° common with several others, have
taken an animal mentioned in Leviticus xi. 6, and other parts of
the Bible, to be the coney or rabbit. But, to say nothing against
the improbability of this animal being common to Arabia or Judea,
there is another formidable objection to this interpretation ; namely,
the want of conformity between the habits of the rabbit and those
attributed to the saphan (Eng. Tr. Coney) by the sacred. writers.
¢ The high hills,” says David, ‘are a refuge for the wild goats, and
the rocks for the saphans’ (Eng. Tr. Conies), Psa. civ. 18. Solomon
notices the same fact, in Prov. xxx. 26: ¢'The saphans (Eng. Tr.
Conies) are but a feeble folk, yet make they their houses in the
rocks. Now, it is well known, that the rabbit, instead of fixing its
residence in the flinty rock, uniformly takes up its dwelling in the
sandy ground, and invariably frequents the plain.

Bochart, admitting these ifficulties, takes the saphan to be the
jerboa, or leaping mouse ; but Bruce has shown that the only ani-
mal which answers to its description, is the ashkokoj; or as it is
called in Arabia and Syria, Ganam-Israel, or ¢ Israel’s sheep.’ 'The
following is Dr. Shaw’s description of this curious animal

¢1t is a harmless creature, of the same size and quality with the
rabbit, and with the like incurvating posture and disposition of the
fore teeth. But it is of a browner color, with smaller eyes, and a
head more pointed, like the marmot’s. The fore-feet are short, and
the hinder are nearly as long in proportion as those of the jerboa.
Though this animal is known to burrow sometimes in the ground,
yet as its usual residence and refuge is in the holes and clefts of the
rocks, we have so far a more presumptive proof, that this creature
may be the saphan of the scriptures than the jerboa’ The Dr.
could not learn why this animal was called *Israel’s lamb.

Mr. Bruce’s description is very full : we select the following par-
ticulars. ‘The ashkoko are gregarious, and frequently several
dozens of them sit upon the great stones at the mouths of caves,
and warm themselves in the sun, or even come out and enjoy the
freshness of the summer evening. They have something very mild,
feeble-like, and timid in their deportment; are gentle, and easily
tamed ; though, when roughly handled at the first, they bite very
severely. All over his body he has scattered hairs, strong and pol-
ished like his mustachoes ; for the most part two inches and a quar-
ter in lengtli. His ears are round, nat pointed ; he makes no noise,
but certainly chews the cud.” After combating the notion. that the
saphan is the coney or rabbit, Mr. Bruce proceeds to apply the
character which the sacred writers give of this animal to the ash-
koko. He js above all other animals so much attached to the rock,
that this celebrated traveller never once saw him on the ground, ox
from among large itg;xes in the mouths of caves, where is his con-
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stant residence. He is in Judea, Palestine, and Arabia, and conse~
quently must have been familiar to' Solomon. David describes him
very pertinently, and joins him with other animals perfectly known
to all men: ¢The hills are a refuge for the wild goats, and the rocks
for the:saphan,’ or ashkoko, Ps, civ. 18, And Solomon says,
¢There be four things which are little upon earth, but they are ex-
ceeding wise. The saphanimn are a feeble folk, yet they make their
houses in rocks,” Prov. xxx,24-—26. This, Bruce urgues, very ob-
viously fixes the ashkoko to be the saphan ; for this weakness seems
to allude to his'feet, and how inadequate these are to dig holes in
the rock, where yet, however, he lodges. They are, as already ob-
served, perfectly round, very pulpy or fleshy, liable to be excoriated
or hurt, and of a soft fleshy substance. Notwithstanding this, how-
ever, they build houses in the very hardest rocks, more inaccessible
than those of the rabbit, and in which they abide in greater safety ;
not by exertion of strength, for they have it not, being truly as Sol-
omon says, a feeble folk, but by their own sagacity and judgment,
and are, therefore, justly described as wise. Lastly, what leaves
the thing without doubt is, that sonie of the Arabs, particularly Da-
Iniry say, that the saphan has no tail ; that it is less than a cat,and
lives in houses ; that is, not houses with men, as there are few of
these in the country where the saphan is ; but that he builds houses,
or nests of siraw, as Solomon has said of him, in contradistinction
to the rabbit, and rat, and those other animals thhat burrow in the
ground, who cannot be said to build houses, as is expressly said of
the saphan.

THE MOUSE.

Tars animal was declared by the Jewish legislator to be unclean
(Lev. xi. 29), which indicates that it was occasionally adopted as zn
article of food. It was, indeed, one of the abominations charged
upon the people in the time of Isaiah, for which they were threaten-
eg with signal punishment, Isaiah Ixvi. 17.

“But the Hebrew acbar, which our version renders mouse, is
thought to describe the jerboa, an animal which is classed by the
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Arabs under the El Akbar, or largest of the mus montanus. It isfound
all over Alrica, Syria, and other Eastern countries. ]t is only about
five inches long, stands upon its hind legs, and rests itself by some-
times sitting backwards, but seldom supports itself upon all its four
legs at once. When it thus stands upright, it has the appearance of
a compound animal—a rat with the legs of a bird, in the flying pos-
ture.. Its fore feet are so extremely short, that they are only used
like the ape’s and the squirrel’s, as hands to convey its food to its
mouth, and like the rabbit, to dig a subterraneous habitation ; but
the hind legs are long, and so very nimble, that it hops like a bird,
and with so much activity, that it can scarcely be run down by. a
greybhound. ‘

The head and mouth of the jerboa resemble those of the hare,
but are different from that animal, by baving only two-incisors;
The body is short, and having a tail nearly about the same length,
has caused it to receive the appellation of a rat.  Its back and sides
being of an ashy color, with blueish stripes, may be called a sorrel
color. It is eaten in Egypt, and is esteemed very palatable ; its
skin is used as a common, though a beautiful kind of fur.

"The reader is doubtless familiar with the account of the great de-
vastation occasioned in the land of Philistia by this little animal,
{1 Sam. vi.), after its inhabitants had taken the ark of the Divine
presence, and placed it in the vicinity of the idolatrous symbols of
Worship, Nor is this the only instance on record in which, it has
made considerable ravages in that peighborhood. ’

THE MOLE.

Tuis curious little quadruped seems formed to live wholly under
the earth, as if the supreme Being meant that no place should be
left wholly untenanted. Were we, from our own sensations to
pronounce upon the life of an animal that was never to appear
ahove ground, but be always condemned to hunt for its prey under-
death, and obliged, whenever it removed from one place to another,
to bore its way through a resisting body, we shouhP be apt to assert
that such an existence must_be the most frightful and solitary in
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nature. In the mole, however, though condemned to all these
seeming inconveniences, we discover no signs of wretchedness or
distress. No quadruped is fatter, none has a more sleek or glossy
skin ; and, though denied many advantages that most animals en-
joy, it is more liberally possessed of others, which they have ina
more scanty proportion.

"The size of the mole is between that of the rat and the mouse;
but it in no way resembles either, being an animal entirely of a sin-
gular kind, and perfectly unlike any other quadruped whatever.
{ts nose is long and pointed, resembling that of a hog, but much
longer. Its eyes are so small that it is scarcely possible to discern
them ; and instead of ears it has only holes in the place. Its neck
is so short that the head seems stuck upon the shoulders. The
body is thick and round, terminating by a very small short tail, and
its legs also are so short, that the animul seems to lie flat on its belly.
Thus it appears to us, at first view, as a mass of flesh covered with
a fine shining black skin, with a little head, and scarce any eyes,
legs, or tail. ~ 'The ancients and some of the moderns were of opin-
jon, that the mole was utterly blind ; but Derham, by the help of a
microscope, plainly discovered all parts of the eye that are known
in other animals. The smallness of its eyes, which induced the
ancients to think it blind, is to the animal a peculiar advantage. A
small degree of vision is sufficient for a creature that is destined to
live in darkness: a more extensive sight would only have served to
show the horrors of its prison, while nature had denied it the means
of escape. Had this organ been larger, it would have been perpet-
ually liable to injuries, by the falling of the earth into it; but na-
ture, to prevent that inconvenience, has not only made them very
small, but has also covered them with hair. Besides these advan-
tages, anatomists mention another, that contributes to its security ;
namely, a certain muscle, by which the animal can draw back the
eye whenever it is necessary, or in danger. Indeed, the whole fig-
ure and formation of the mole is most admirably adapted to its
manner of living, and strikingly illustrates the wisdom and skill of
the Almighty Creator.
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THE BAT.

Trs singular ereature, which possesses properties that connect
it with both beasts and birds, has been variously placed in systems
of natural history. The editor of Calmet, says, ‘it istoo much a
bird to be properly a beast, and too much a beast to be properly a
bird” Doubts as’to its nature, however, no longer exist. The bat
is now universally made to take its place among the animal tribes,
to which the bringing forth its young alive, its hair, its teeth, as
well as the rest of its habitudes and conformation, evidently entitles
it. In no particular, scarcely, does it resemble a bird, except in its
power of sustaining itself in the air, which circumstance is scarcely
enough to balance the weight of those particulars which we have
noticed, as placing it among quadrupeds.

The Hebrew name of the bat denotes ‘the flier in duskiness,’ i. e.
the evening. - It was similarly named by the Greeks and the Latins.
In Deut, xiv, 18, 19, it is well described: ¢ Moreover the bat, and
every’creeping thing that flieth, is unclean to you: they shall not be
eaten.

The legs of the bat are formed in a very particular manner, and
entirely different from any other animal. It creeps with the instru-
ments of its flight. During the entire winter, it conceals itself'in its
hole, as it does, also, during the day time even in summer, never
venturing out, except for an hour or two in the evening, in order to
supply itself with food. The usual place in which it takes up its
abode is the hollow of a tree, a dark cavern, or the chink of some
ruined building, of which it seems pasticularly fond. This illus-
trates Isaiah, ii, 20;: ‘In that day, a man shall cast his idols of sil-
ver and his idols of gold to the moles and to the bats:’ that is, he
shall carry his idols into the dark caverns, old ruins, or desolate
places, to which he himself shall flee for refuge; and so shall give
them up, and relinquish them to the filthy animals that frequent
such places, and have taken possession of them as their proper hab.
itation.



41

SECTION 1IV.
DUBIOUS ANIMALS.

\

——

THE BEHEMOTH ,

THEe animal denoted by this appellation in the book of Job, has
been variously determined by learned men ; some of whom, espe-
cially the early Christian writers and the Jewish rabbins, have in-
dulged in sufficiently extravagant notions. To detail these would
be useless, and we shall therefore pass them over in silence.

The late editor of Calmet, whose extensive learning and indefati-
gable industry will always entitle him to respectful attention, not-
withstanding his love of fanciful conjecture, has well remarked, that
*the author of the book of Job has evidently taken great pains in
delineating highly finished and poetical pictures of two remarkable
animals, BEHEMOTH and LEVIATHAN: these he reserves to close his
descriptions of animated nature, and with these he terminates the
climax of that discourse, which he puts into the mouth of the Ar-
mieHTY., He even interrupts that discourse, and separates, as it
were, by that interrnption, these surprising creatures from those
which he had described before; and he descantson them in a man-
ner which demonstrates the poetic animation with which he wrote.
The leviathan is described at a still greater length than the behe-
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moth ; and the two evidently appear to be presented as compan-
jons; to be reserved as fellows and associates.” Mr. Taylor then
proceeds to enquire what were the creatures most likely to be
companionized and associated in early ages, and in countries bor-
dering on Egypt, where the scene of this poem is placed ; and from
the ¢ Antiquities of Herculaneum,’ the ‘Prenestine Pavement,’ and
the famous ¢ Statue of the Nile,” he shows these to have been the
crocopiLE—now generally admitted to be the leviathan, and 'the
HIPPOPOTAMUS, Or river-horse.

¢ After these authorities,’ he remarks, ¢ I think we may without
hesitation, conclude, that this association was not rare or uncom-
mon, but that it really was the cusiomary manner of thinking, and
consequently, of speuaking, in ancient times, and in the countries
where these creatures were native; we may add, that being well
known in ‘Egypt, and being, in some degree, popular objects of
Egyptain pride, distinguishing natives of that country, for their
magnitude and character, they could not escape the notice of any
curious naturalist, or writer on natural history ; so, that to suppose
they were omitted in this part of the book of Job, would be to sup-
pose a blemish in the book, implying a deficiency in the author:
and if they are inserted, no other description can be that of the hip-
popotamus.’

Aristotle represents the hippopotamus to be of the size of an ass;
Herodotus affirms that in stature he is equal to the largest ox ; Di-
odorus makes his height not less than five cubits, or above seven
feet and a half'; and Tatius calls him, on account of his prodigious
strength, the Iigyptain elephant. Captain Beaver thus describes
one which he met with in Western Africa: ¢ The animal was not
swimming, but standing in the channel, in, I suppose, about five
feet water : the body immerged, and the head just above it. It looked
steadfastly at the boat till we were within ahout twenty yards of it,
when I lodged a ball half way between its eyes and nostrils: it im-
mediately tumbled down, butinstantly rose again, snorted, and walk-
ed into shallower water, where I had an opportunity of seeing its
whole body, and than discovered that it was an hippopotamus. 1t
afterwards advanced a little towards the boat, then towards the
shore, and turned entirely round, once or twice, as if at a Joss what
to do, plunging violently the whole time. At last it walked into
deeper water, and then dived: we watched its rising, and then pur-
sued it; and this we did for near three hours, when, at length it
landed on a narrow neck of sand, and walked over it into fifteen or
sixteen fathoms of water. We then gave up the pursuit, having
never been able to get a second shot at it. The longest time it was
under water during the pursuit, was twenty minutes, but immedi-
ately after being wounded it rose every three or four minutes. Its
body appeared to be somewhut larger than that of the largest buf-
faloe, with shorter but much thicker legs; a head much resembling
a horse’s, but longer ; large projecting eyes ; open and wide distend-
ed nostrils; short erect ears, like a cropt horse when it pricks them
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up; or those of a well-cropped terrier. I perceived nothing like 4
mane, and the skin appeared to be without hair ; but of this I'am
not certain, for being totally ignorant whether the animal was fe-
rocious or not, immediately after I fired, we rowed from it, expect-
ing it would attack us.’

In Job xl. 17, 18, the sacred writer conveys a striking idea of the
bulk, vigor; and strength of the behemoth.

He moveth his tail like a cedar:

T'he sinews of his thighs are interwoven together.
His ribs are as strong pieces of copper ;

His backbone like bars of iron.

The idea of his prodigious might is increased by the account
given of his bones, which are compared to strong pieces of brass,
and bars of iron. Such figures are commonly employed by the
sacred writers, to express great hardness and strength, of which a
striking example occurs in the prophecy of Micah: ¢ Arise and
thresh, O daughter of Zion; for I will make thy horn iron, and T
will make thy hoofs brass: and thou shalt beat iu pieces many peo-
ple; Micah iv. 13—so hard and strong are the bones of the behe-
moth. :

ITe is chief of the works of God.
He that made him has fixed his weapon. “

Here he is described as one of the noblest animals which the Al-
mighty Creator has produced. The male hippopotamus which
Zernighi brought from the Nile to Italy, was sixteen feet nine inches
long, from the extremity of the muzzle to the origin of the tail ; fif-
teen feet in circumference ; and six feet and a half high ; and the
legs were about’ two feet ten inches long. The head was three
feet and a half in length, and eight feet and a half in circumference.
The opening of the mouth was two feet four inches, and the largest
teeth were more than a foot long.

Thus, his prodigious strength ; his impenetrable skin; and vast
opening of" his mouth, and his portentous voracity ; the whiteness
and hardness of his teeth ; his manner of life, spent with equal easc
in the sea, on the land, or at the bottom of the Nile,—equally claim
our admiration, and entitle him, says Paxton, to be considered as
the chief of the ways of God. Nor is he less remarkable for his
sagacity ; of which two instances are recorded by Pliny and Solinus.
After he has gorged himself with corn, and begins to return with a
distended belly to the deep, with averted steps he traces a great
many paths, lest his pursuers, following the lines of one plain track,
should overtake and destroy him while he is unable to resist. The
second instance is not less remarkable : when he has become fat
with too much indulgence, he reduces his obesity by copious blecd-
ings. ‘For this purpose, he searches for newly cut reeds, or sharp
pointed rocks, and rubs himself against them till he makes a sut-.
ficient aperture for the blood to flow. To promote the discharge,
it is said, he agitates his body ; and when he thinks he has lost &
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sufficient quantity, he closes the wound by rolling himself in the
mud: :
In compliance with the prevailing opinion, which refers this de=
scription to the hippopotamus, we have thought it right to exhibit
some of the points of resemblance which have been discovered be-.
tween that creature and the behemoth of the book of Job. We
much doubt, however, the identity of the animals, and are more in~
clined to think, with Drs. Good and Clarke, that the sacred writer.
refers to an animal of an extinct genus. Dr. Clarke believes it to
have been the mastodanton or mammoth, some part of a skeleton of
which he has carefully examined, and thus described in his comn,
mentary on Gen. i. 24. ¢The mammoth for size will answer the
description in verse 19: ¢He is the chief' of the ways of God.}
That to which the part of a skeleton belonged, which I examined,.
must have been, by computation, not less than twenty-five feet high,
and sizfy feet in length! The bones of one toe 1 measured, and
found them three feet in length! One of the very smallest grinders
of'an aniwal of this extinct species, full of processes on the surface,
more than an inch in depth, which showed that the animal had liv- ,
ed on flesh, I have just now weighed, and found it, in its very dry
state, four pounds eight ounces, avoirdupoise: the same grinder of
an elephant I have weighed also, and find it just two pounds. The
mammoth, therefore, from this proportion must have been as large
as two elephants and a quarter. 'We may judge by this of its size;
elephants are frequently ten and eleven feet high : this will make the
mammoth at least twenty-five or twenty-siz feet high; and as it ap-
pears to have been a many-toed animal, the springs which such a
creature could make, must have been almost ineredible : nothing
by swiftness could have escaped its pursuit. God seems to have
made it as the proof of his power; and had it been prolific, and not
become extinet, it would have depopulated the earth. = Creatures
of this kind must have been living in the days of Job: the behemoth
is referred fo here, as if perfectly commonly known.’

THE LEVIATHAN,

Tre word Leviathan occurs only in four passages of scripttire, in
addition to that very sublime description which is furnished of the
creature to which the appellation is given; in the forty-first chapter
of the book of Job—a description in the highest degree poetical,
and, in the minutest particular, just. There can be little doubt that
the same creature is elsewhere called Tun and Tunnin, which
words are variously rendeted whale; dragon, serpent, and sea-mon-
ster ; a diversity of translation sanctioned by the original penmen,
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who use the words to describe these,and perhaps several other
large animals in addition to them, among which 18 the crocodile,
who is more particularly marked out, by the term LEVIATHAN.

¢'The maih proof that the leviathan is the crocodile of the Nile,’
says Mr. Vansittart, ‘arises chiefly from some particular circumstan-
ces and contingencies attending the crocodiles of Egypt, and of no
other country ; and if these circumstances are such, that we can
suppose the Hebrew writer drew his ideas from them in his de-
scription of leviathan, they will afford an almost certainty that levi-
athan represents the crocodile of the Nile! The writer then quotes
a passage from Herodotus, where the historian describes this ani-
mal, and relates the peculiarities attendant upon him in parts of
Egypt; remarking, that ‘some of the Egyptians hold the crocodile
sacred, particularly the inhabitants of Thebes, and others hordering
upon the lake Mceris, who breed up a single crocodile, adorn him
with rings and bracelets, feed him with the sacred food appointed
for him, and treat him with the most honorable distinction.” With
much ingenuity, he then proceeds to illustrate the description in the
book of Job, and to consider it as strongly indicating the peculiari-
ties of the Thebaid crocodile.

The description of leviathan commences at the twelfth verse, and
is divided into three parts, classed under the different heads of, (1.)
his parts ; (2.) his great might ; (3.) his well-armed make. Of these,
the first and the third describe him as truly as a naturalist would
do. The second part magnifies him as a god.

It is difficult, perhaps impossible, to find a description so admi-
rably sustained in any language of any age or country. The whole
appears to be of a piece, and equally excellent.

"To stir up or awake leviathan is represented, in chap. xli. 8—10
of the same book, to be inevitable destruction. It was natural to
mention such a terrible casualty in the strongest terms of abhor-
rence, and to lament those who so miserably perished with the most
bitter imprecations on the disastrous day. Job calls fof the assist-
ance of such language, to execrate the fatal night of his nativity.

By the term leviatban, in Psalm Ixxiv. 14, we may suppose Pha-
zaoh to be represented, as a king of Egypt is called by Ezekiel
{chap. xxix. 3) ‘the great dragon [or crocodile] that lieth in the
moidst of his rivers.

THE UNICORN.

It would be of little advantage to the reader, were we t¢ detdil
the various opinions entertained relative to the identity of the ani-
mal designated the unicorN, in our translation of the Bible. The
oryx, a species of the wild goat ; the urus, aspecies of the wild bull ;
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a species of the antelope, or deer; and the single, and double horn-
ed rhinoceros, have each had their able advocates, as being the
reEMm of sacred writ. :

From the circumstance of our having associated this creature
with ¢ dubious animals,’ it will of course be inferred, that some diffi-
culty exists in identifying it with any known animal. Such is the.
fact ; for while there are points of resemiblance between the REEM,
as described in scripture, and each of the animals above mentioned,
there are considerations that seem to render it doubtful whether
any one of them is precisely the same animal as that described by
the sacred penmen. :

It is hardly necessary to remark, that the unicorn, as represented
by poets and painters, has never been found in nature, and never,
perEaps, had an existence but in the imagination of the one, and on
the canvess of the other. But before we proceed to inquire what
creature is denoted by the Hebrew reem, it will be well to ascertain
its precise character, by a careful examination of those passages in
which it 18 mentioned. The first allusion to it, is in the reply of

“Balaam to Balak, when importuned by the terrified king to curse
the invading armies of Israel: ¢God brought them out of Egypt;
he hath as it were the strength of an unicorn,” Numb. xxiii. 22;
xxiv. 8. From this it is evident, that the REem was conceived to
possess very considerable power. With this idea corresponds the
passage in Isaiah, where the Erophet associates him with other pow-
erful animals, to symbolize the leaders and princes of the hostile
nation that were destined to desolate his country: ¢And the uni-
corns shall come down with them, and the bullocks with the bulls;
and their land shall be soaked with blood, and their dust made fat
with fatness,” ch. xxxiv. 7. From the book of Job we leamn, that it
'was not only an animal of considerable strength, but also an animal
of a very fierce and intractable disposition: ¢Will the unicorn be
willing to serve thee, or abide by thy erib? Canst thou bind the
unicorn with his band in the furrow ? or will he harrow the valleys
after thee? 'Wilt thou trust him, because his strength is great? or
wilt thou leave thy labor to him? Wilt thou believe him, that he
will bring home thy seed, and gather it into thy barn?’ ch. xxxix.
9—12. Another particular we collect from Psalm xcii. 10 ; name-
ly, that the animal possesses a single horn,and that in an erect pos-
ture, unlike other horned animals: ¢My horn shalt thou exalt like
the horn of an unicorn ;* while it is evident from the following pas-
sage, that it was sometimes found with more horns than one. ¢ His
[Joseph’s] horns are like the horns of an unicorn,” Deut. xxxiii. 17.
‘These are all the passages, except two, in which the Reem is men-
tioned in scripture : these are Psalms xxii. 21, and xxix. 6. From
the former of[;hese passages, we are unable to gather any addition-
al information, and the latter will add but little to our former stock :
¢ He maketh them also to skip like a ealf; Lebanon and Sirion like
& young unicorn,’ '

We are now better prepared to examine into the validity of the
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claims that have been advanced in favor of those animals which are
supposed to be the reem of the Hebrew Seriptures. Let us first
hear Mr. Bruce. ;

¢It is very remarkable,’ says this distinguished traveller, ¢ that two
such animals as'the elephant and the rhinoceros should have whol-
ly escaped the description of the sacred writers. Moses and the
children of Israel were long in the neighborhood of the countries
whieh produced them both, while in Egypt and in Arabia. The
classing of the animals into clean and unclean seems to have led
the legislator into a kind of necessity of describing, in one of the
classes, an animal which made the food of the principal pagan na-
tions in the neighborhood. Considering the long and intimate con-
nexion Solomon had with the south coast of the Red Sea, it is next
to impossible that he was not acquainted with them, as both David
his father, and he himself, made plentiful use of ivory, as they fre-
quently mention in their writings, which, along with gold, came
from the same parts. Solomon, besides, wrote expressly on Zool-
ogy, and we can scarce suppose he was ignorant of two of the prin-_
cipal articles of that part of the creation, inhabitants of the great
continent of Asia east from him, and that of Africa on the south,
with both which territories he was in constant correspondence.

‘’T'here are two animals named frequently in scripture without
naturalists being agreed what they are. 'The -one is the behemoih,
the other the reem; both mentioned as types of strength, courage,
and independence on man ; :and, as such, exempted from the ordi-
nary lot of beasts, to be subdued by him, or reduced under his do-
minion. Though this is not to be taken in a literal sense,—for there
isno animal without the fear or beyond the reach of the power of
man,—we are to understand it of animals possessed of strength and
size so superlative, as that in these qualities other beasts bear no
proportion to them.’

The behemoth Mr. Bruce takes to be the elephant, in which we
differ from him; and the reem he argues to be the rhinoceros, from
the following considerations.

The derivation of the word, both in Ilebrewand Ethiopie, seems
to be from ereciness or standing straight. 'This is certainly no par-.
ticular quality in the animal itself, who is not more, or even so
much erect as many other quadrupeds, for iis knees are rather
crooked ; but it is from the circumstance and manner in which his
horn is placed. The horns of all other animals are inclined to some
degree of parallelism with the nose, or 0s jfrontis.. The hornof the
thinoceros alone is erect or perpendicular to this bone, on which it
stands at right angles; thereby possessing a greater purchase or
power, as a lever, than any horn could pessibly have in any other
position.

This situation of the horn is very happily alluded to in the sacred
writings: ¢ My horn shalt thou exalt like the horn of areem, Psalm
xcii. 10. And the horn here alluded to is not wholly figurative, but
was really an ornament worn by great men in the days of victory,
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preferment, or rejoicing, when they were anointed with new, sweet,
or fresh oil: a circumstance which David joins with that of erect-
ing the horn.

It is difficult to imagine why some writers have been induced to
consider the unicorn asbeing of the deer or antelope kind, since this
is of a genus, whose very character is fear and weakness, quite oppo-
site, as Mr. Bruce remarks, to the qualities by which the REEm is de-
scribed in scripture. Besides it is plain that the reem is notof the class
of clean quadrupeds ; and a late modern traveller very whimsically
takes him for the leviathan, which certainly was a fish. Balaam, a
priest of Midian, and so in the neighborhood of the haunts of the
rhinoceros, and intimately connected with Ethiopia (for they them-
selves were shepherds of that country), in a transport, from contem-
plating the strength of Israel whom he was brought to curse, says,
they had as it were ¢ the strength of the reem,” Numbers xxiii. 22,
Job makes frequent allusions to his great strength, ferocity, and in-
docility, ch. xxxix. 9, 10. He asks, ¢ Will the reem be willing to
serve thee, or to abide at thy crib 2’ That is, will he willingly come
into thy stable, and eat at thy manger? and again: ‘Canst thou
bind the reem with a band in the furrow, and will he harrow the
valleys after thee ?”  In other words, canst thou make him to go in
the plough or harrow ? .

Isaiah (ch. xxxiv. 7), who of all the prophets, seems to have
known Egypt and Ethiopia the best, when prophesying about the
destruction of Idumea, says, that ¢the reem shall come down with
‘the fat cattle?” a proof that he knew his habitation was in the neigh-
borhood. 1In the same manner as when foretelling the desolation
of Egypt, he mentions as one manner of effecting it, the bringing
down the fly from Ethiopia, to meet the cattle in the desert and
among the bushes, and destroy them there, where that insect did
not ordinarily come but on commands (comp. Isaiah vii. 18,19;
and Exodus viii. 22), and where the cattle feed every year, to save
themselves from that insect. -

''The principal reason for translating the word reem, unicorn, and
not rhinoceros, is from a prejudice that he must have but one horn,
But this is by no means so well founded, as to be admitted an
argument for establishing the existence of an animal which never
bas appeared after the search of so many ages.. Scripture, as we
have seen, speaks of the horns of the unicornj so that, even from
this circumstance, the reem may be the rhinoceros, as the Asiatic
and part of the African rhinoceros may be the unicorn,

In addition to these particulars, Mr. Bruce informs us, that the
rhinoceros does not eat hay- or grass, but lives entirely upon trees;
he does not spare the most thorny ones, but rather seems to be fond
of them; and it is not a small branch that can escape his hunger,
for he has the strongest jaws of any creature known, and best adapt-
ed to grinding or bruising any thing that makes resistance. But,
besides, the trees capable of inost resistance, there are in the vast
forests which he iulhlihits, trees of a softer consistence, and of a
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" very succulent quality, which'seem to be destined for his principal

food. ~For the purpose of gaining the highest branches of these,
his upper lip is capable of being lengthened out, so as to increase
his power of laying hold with this, in the same manner as the ele-
phant does with his trunk.  With this lip, and the assistance of his
tongue, he pulls down the upper branches, which have most leaves,
and these he devours first; having stript the tree ofits branches, he
does not therefore abandon it, but placing his snout as low in the
trunk as he finds his horn will enter, he rips up the body of the
tree, and reduces it to thin pieces, like so many laths ; and when he
has thus prepared it, he embraces as much of it as he can in his
monstrous jaws, and twists it with as much ease as an ox would do
a root of celery. 4

Such is the description which this intelligent writer gives of the
-animal he supposes to be the reem of the sacred writers ; and the ob-
jections urged against his opinion possess very little weight. Those
who desire to see them examined and refuted, may find it done in
the Natural History of the Fraginents to Calmet.

~ ' Next to the elephant, the rhinoceros is said to be the most pow-
erful of animals. It is usually found twelve feet long, from the tip
of the nose to the insertion of the tail; from six to seven feet high s
and the circumference of its body is nearly equal to its length, It
is, therefore, equal to the elephantin bulk ; and the reason of its ap-

.‘pearing so much smaller io the eye than that animal, is, that its legs
«are much shorter. Words, says Goldsmith, can convey but a very
confused idea of this animal’s shape; and yet there are few so re-
‘markably formed. But for its horn, which we have already de-
seribed, its head would have the appearance of that part of a hog.
The skin of the rhinoceros is naked, rough, knotty, and lying upon
the body in folds, in a very peculiar manner ; the skin, which is of
a dirty brown color, is so thick as toturn the edge of a scimitar, and
to resist a musket-ball.

Such is the general description of an animal that appears chiefly
formidable from the horn growing from its snout; and formed,
rather for war, than with a propensity to engage. The elephant,
the boar, and the buffalo, are obliged to strike transversely with their
weapon ; but the rhinoceros, from the situation of his horn, employs
all his force with every blow ; so that the tiger will more willingly
attack any other animal of the forest than one whose strength is so
justly employed. Indeed, there is no force which this terrible ani-
mal has to apprehend : defended on every side by a thick horny
hideé, which the claws of the lion or the tiger are unable to pierce,
and armed’ before with a weapon that the elephantdoes not choose
to oppose. Travellers have assured us, that the elephant is often
found dead in the forests, pierced with the horn of a rhinoceros.






CHAPTER III.

i

: BIRDS.,

Wz now advance to one of the most beautiful and numerous
parts of animated nature. A few introductory observations may be
permitted, before we proceed to describe the several individuals that
?Sre presented to our notice, in reviewing the ornithology of the

ible. £

The first thing which claims our attention, is the structure of the
feathered tribes. In a comparative view with man, their formation
seems much ruder and more imperfect; and they are in general
found incapable of the docility even of quadrupeds. 'Tothese, how-
ever, they hold the next rank ; and far surpass fishes and insects,
both in the structure of their bodies, and in their sagacity.

In reference to the structure of birds of the most perfect order, a
few things demand our attention.

The whole body is shaped in the most convenient manner for
making its way through the air; being, as Mr. Ray observes, con-
structed very near Sir Isaac Newton’s form of least resistance.
According to Barr, in his continuation of Buffon, ‘it is neither ex-
tremely massive, nor equally substantial in all its parts; but being
designed to rise in the air, is capable of expanding a large surface
without solidity. The body is sharp before, to pierce and make its
way through that element: it gradually increases in bulk, till it has
acquired its just dimensions, and falls off in an expansive tail.’
The motion of birds being two-fold, walking and flying, they are
provided with legs, atonce wonderfully contrived to walk with, and
raise them like a spring for their flight ; wings to buoy them up,
and waft them along ; and a tail to keep them steady in the air, as-
sist them in their evolutions, and direct them in their course.

Although the feathery covering of birds is admirably construeted
for lightness and brzoyancy, their wings are furnished with a sirength
that is amazing ; and by these they are enabled to impel themnselves
forward with an_inconceivable rapidity. To fit them the better for
their flight, the feathers are disposed in the most perfect order, ly-
ing one way ; and, that they may glide more smoothly along, they
are furnished with a gland situated on the rump, from which they
occasionally press out oil with the bill, and anoint the feathers.

Their beak or bill is a curious piece of art, formed of a hard
horny substance, constructed in the most commodious manner for
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piercing the air. 'Their ears stand not out fronx their head to re-
tard their flight; and their eyes are placed in such situations as to
take in nearly a hemisphere on either side.

Birds have no teeth to chew their food ; but those of the graniv-
orous kind are provided with two stomachs, in one of which the
victuals is softened and inacerated before it enters the other to be
completely digested. Being often employed in traversing the upper
regions, where they would be much incommmoded did they bring
forth their young in the manner of quadrupeds, their mode of gen-
erating is wisely made to differ, and their offspring are produced
by means of eggs. In the speedy growth of young birds, by which
they acquire a degree of strength and size, so as to be able so soon
to provide for themselves, we have also an instance of the tender
care of Providence.

What unseen power inspires these little creatures with ¢ the pas-
sion of the groves,’ at the most fit season for forming their alliances!
that is, when the genial temper of the weather covers the trees with
leaves, the fields with grass, and produces such swarms of insects
for the support of their future progeny. And how comes it to puss,
that no sooner is the connubial league formed, than the little warb-
lers immediately set about building their nests, and making prepara-
tion for their tender offspring? In the building of their nests, what
art and ingenuity are displayed! Whether they are constructed
from the collected portions of clay and mortar, or from the more
-, light materials of moss and straw, they contrive to mould them into
" the most convenient forms, and to give them a durability propor-

tionate to their wants. Nor is the wonder less, that birds of the
same kind, however widely separated, should all follow the same
order of architecture, in the construction of their habitations ; that
each should make choice of the situation most suitable to its kind ;
and that all should agree in laying as many eggs as to be sufficient
to keep up their species, yet no more than they can conveniently
hatch and bring up.

In the incubation, with what patience do these little creatures sit
on their-eggs when necessary, till the young are ready to be hatch-
ed, and then how officious in assisting the little prisoners to escape !
With what inimitable care do they afterwards watch over and pro-
vide for their brood, until it is capable of doing so for itself; and
with what scrupulous exactness, durin gthis period, do they distri-
bute to each its allotted portion of food !

The observations we have made are applicable to the feathery
tribe in general; but when we turn to the peculiarities of a few of
the different species, we shall observe that the wisdom and the
goodness of God are no less conspicuous. How wonderful is the
migration of some birds; or that surprising instinct by which ¢ the
stork in the heavens knoweth her appointed times,” and ¢the crane
and the swallow observe the time of their coming !’ 'Jeremiah
viii. 7.

These are a few of the proofs of the wisdom and goodness of
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God which this part of creation exhibit; but, few as they are, they
are sufficient to excite our admiration, and inspire us with senti-
ments of adoring gratitude to the Author of all being.

The common name for a bird in the Hebrew Scriptures, is tzephur,
the rapid mover, or hurrier ; a name very expressive of these vola-
tile creatures. A more general and indefinite name, is ouph, a flier ;
but this appellation denotes every thing that flies, whether bird or
insect. It is frequently translated ¢fowl’ in the English Bible. A
bird of prey is called oith, @ rusher, fromn the impetuosity with
which it rushes upon its prey. In several of the passages where it
occurs, our translators have rendered its plural form, by ¢ fowls.’

The number of birds already known, amounts, we believe, to be-
tween three and four thonsand. To distinguish the different kinds
from each other, and the varieties of the same kind, when they hap-
pen to differ, is a work of great difficulty; and perhaps the attain-
ment, when made, would not repay the labor. Linnzeus divides all
birds into six classes, namely ; birds of the rapacious kind—birds of
the pie kind—birds of the poultry kind—birds of the sparrow kind—
birds of the duck kind—and birds of the crane kind. 'The first four
comprehend the various kinds of land birds ; the two last, those that
belong to water.

From the Hebrew legislator, who had issued the strictest injunc-
tions on the subject of animals, clean and unclean, we might nat-
turally expect directions equally strict respecting birds; a class no
less_distinguished among themselves, by their qualities and modes
of life. But here his animal characteristics, derived-from the feet,
failed ; nor was it easy to fix on marks which should, in every in-
stance, guide the learned and the unlearned, to a right conclusion.
Hence, there is notin the Mosaic institutes, any reference to con-
formation, as the means of distinguishing birds into clean and un-
clean, lawful and unlawful ; a list of exceptions forms the sacred di-
rectory, and certain kinds are forbidden, without a word concerning
those that are allowed.

In describing the various birds mentioned in Scripture, we shall
adopt the three-fold arrangement to which reference was made in
our introduction to Zoology.



SECTION I.
AIR BIRDS.

N,

THE EAGLE.

Tae Eagle, among birds, sustains the same rank as does the lion
among beasts. Its great strength, rapidity, and elevation of flight,
added to its natural ferocity and and voracious disposition, have ob-
tained for it the character of ¢ king of birds,” and confer upon it the
power of inspiring terror into all its fellows of the air.

By the Hebrews, the eagle was called nesher, the lacerator ; and
as it is eminent for rapacity, and fearing its prey into pieces, the pro-
priety of the designation is sufficiently obvious.

There are several kinds of the eagle, described by naturalists, and
it is probable that the Hebrew nesher comprehends more than one
of them. The largest and noblest species known, is that called by
Bruce ‘the golden eagle, and by the Ethiopians, * father long-beard,’
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from a tuft of hair which grows below its beak. From wing to
wing, this bird measures eight feet, four inches: and from the tip
of his tail to the point of his beak, when dead, four feet, seven
inches. - The weight of tlre one described by Mr. Bruce was twen-
ty-two pounds ; his middle claw was about two inches and a balf’
in length.

Of all known birds, tlre eagle not only flies the highest, but also
with the greatest rapidity. 'To this circumstance there are several
striking allusions in the sacred volume. Among the evils threat-
ened to the Israelites in case of their disobedience, the prophet
names one in the following terms: ¢ The Lord shall bring a nation
against thee from far, fro:n the end of the earth, as swift as the ea-
gle flieth,’ Deut. xxviil. 49. The march of Nebuchadnezzar against
Jerusalem, is predicted in the same terms: ¢ Behold, he shall come
up as clouds, and his chariots as a whirlwind: his horses are swift-
er than eagles,” (Jer. iv. 13); as is, also, his invasion of Moab: ¢ For
thus saith the Lord, Behold, he shall fly as an eagle, and shall
spread his wings over Moab,” (chap. xlviii. 40); 4. e. he shall settle
down on the devoted country, as an eagle over its prey. See also,
Lam. iv. 19 ; Hos. viii. 1; Hab. i. 8,

Of all birds, the eagle has the quickest eye; but his sense of
smelling is not so acute. He never pursues his prey, therefore, ex-
cept when in sight; but, having once obtained a view of it, such is
the rapidity of his movement, that certain destruction ensues. ‘I'o
this Job alludes, in expressing the rapid flight of time: ¢My days
are swifter than a post: they flee away, they see no good. 'They
are passed away as the swift ships; as the eagle that hasteth to the
prey,” Job ix. 25, 26.

In general, these birds are found in mountainous and ill-peopled
countries, and breed among the loftiest cliffs. Hence the sublime
language of the prophet, in allusion to the pride and degradation of
Moab: ¢ Though thou exalt thyself as the eagle, and though thou
set thy nest among the stars, thence will I bring thee down saith
the Lord,’ (Obad. ver. 4) ; and also of Jeremiah, with reference to
the neighboring country of Edom: ¢Thy terribleness hath deceiv-
ed thee, and the pride of thine heart. O'! thou that dwellest in the
clefts of the rock, that holdest the height of the hill: though thou
shouldst make thy nest as high as the eagle, I will bring thee down
from thence, saith the Lord,’ ch. xlix. 16.  Instead of the cleft of the
rock, the eagle sometimes chooses the lofty cedar as the place of
his residence ; a circumstance not overlooked in the sacred volume :
‘A great eagle with great wings, long-winged, full of feathers,
which had divers colors, came unto Lebanon, and teok the highest
branch of the cedar,’ Ezekiel xvii. 3.

The eagle, it is said, lives to a great age ; and, like other birds of
prey, sheds his feathers in the beginning of spring. = After this sea-
son, he appears with fresh strength and vigor, and his old age as-~
sumes the appearance of youth. To this David alludes, when grate~
fully reviewing thelx2nercics of Jehovah: * Who satisfieth thy mouth.
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with good things, so that thy youth is renewed like the eagle’s.’
(Psalm ciil. 5) ; as does the prophet, also, when describing the ren-
ovating and. quickening influences of the Spirit of God: ¢They
that wait upon the Lord shall renew their sirength; they shall
mount up with wings as eagles ; they shall run, and not be weary;
.and they shall walk, and not faint,’ Isaiah xI. 31. It has been sup-
posed that there is an allusion to the moulting of the eagle in Micah’s
charge to the people to mourn deeply, because of the judgments of
God: - *Make thee bald, and poll thee for thy delicate children;
enlarge thy balduess as the eagle,” (Micah i. 16); but we rather
think that the allusion is to the natural baldness of some particular
species of this bird, as that would be far more appropriate. The
direction of the prophet is to a token of mourning, which was usu-
ally assumed by making bald the crown of the head ; here, however,
it was to be enlarged, extended, as the baldness of the eagle. Ex-
actly answering to this idea is Mr. Bruce’s description of the head
aof the ¢ golden eagle:’ the crown of his head was bare or bald ; so
was the front, where the bill and skull joined. The meaning of the
prophet, therefore, seems to be, that the people were not to con-
tent themselves with shaving the crown of the head merely, as on
ordinary occasions ; but, under this special visitation of retributive
justice, they were to extend the baldness over the entire head.

We have had frequent occasion to admire the intimate acquaint+
ance which the writer of the book of Job displays with many parts
of animated nature ; his account of the eagle is characterised by
great accuracy and beauty : chap. xxxix. 27—30.

To the last line in this passage, our Saviour seems to allude in
Matt. xxiv. 28: ¢ Wheresoever the carcass is, there will the eagle
be gathered together;’ that is, wherever the Jewish people, who
were morally and judicially dead, might be, there would the lloman
armies, whose standard was an eagle, and whose strength and
fierceness resembled that of the king of birds, in comparison with
his fellows, pursue and devour them.

In Deut. xxxii. 11, there is a beautiful comparison of the™care
and paternal affection of the Deity for his people, wiih the natural
tenderness of the eagle for its young.

The remarkable circumstance of bearing the young upon her
wings, is alluded to in another part of scripture, (Exod. xix. 4); and
many passages in the writings of ancient authors countenance the
idea, that the eagle actually takes up her timid young ones, and
bears them on her wings till they venture to fly. It is not to be
supposed that she walis her unfledged young through the voids of
heaven, or to distant places; the meaning probably is, that she aids
with her wings their feeble and imperfect attempts to fly, till, em-
boldened by her example, and their own sucecess, they fearlessly
eommit themselves to the air. So did Jehovah, says Paxton, for
his chosen people. When they were slimbering in Goshen, or

roaning in despair of recovering their freedom, he sent his servant
%[oses 10 rouse them from their inglorious sloth, to assert their lib-
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erty,"and to break their chains upon the heads of their oppressors.
He carried them out of Egypt, and led thein through the wilderness
into their promised inheritance. He taught them to know their
strength+; he instructed them in the art of war; he led them to bat-
tle; and, by his almighty arm, routed their enemies.

Tt is remarkable that Cyrus, compared in Isaiah xlvi. 11, o an
eagle (so the word translated ‘ravenous bird’ should be rendered),
isiby Xenophon said to have had an eagle for his ensign ; using,
without knowing it, the identical word of the prophet, with only a
Greek termination to it. So exact is the correspondence betwixt
the prophet and the historian, the prediction and the event.

In Lev. xi. 18, we read of the ‘gier cagle’ (Hebrew, Racnam),
though, being associated with water birds, it is doubtful whether
any kind of eagle is intended.

There are two other species of the eagle or vulture, placed by
Moses in his list of prohibited birds ;—the Ossifrage and the Osprey,
but they do not call for particular remark.

THE HAWK_ AND THE KITE,

THais bird, which is distinguished by the swifiness of its flight, is
appropriately termed the flier, in the Hebrew scriptures. But the
term is not confined to the individual species of bird properly called
the;hawk ; it includes the various species of the falcon family, which
is very nuinerous. ‘

The hawk was highly venerated by the heathen, but it was pro-
nounced unclean by the Jewish lawgiver ; and was an abomination
to the people of Israel. - Its flesh was not to be eaten, nor its car-
cass touched with impunity. The reason of this law may probably
be found in the dispositions and qualities of the bird ; she is a bird
of prey, and, by consequence, cruel in her temper, and gross in her
manners. Her mode of living, too, may, perhaps, impart a disagree-
able taste and flavor to the flesh, and render it, particularly in a
warm climate, improper for the table. Y

Most of the species of hawks are birds of passage, to which cir-
cumstance_there is a reference in Job xxxix. 26:
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Doth the hawk fly by thy wisdem,
And stretch her wings towards the south

That is, ¢ doth she know, through thy skill and wisdom, the precise
period for taking flight, or migrating and stretching her wings to-
wards a southern or warmer climate ?’ Her migration is not con-
ducted by the wisdom and prudence of manj; but by the superin-
tending and upholding providence of God.

‘The K11 may with propriety be noticed here, as it belongs to
the same family of birds ; and the scriptural references to it not be-
ing of sufficient importance to require a lengthened account of its,
nature and habits. = It is remarkable for the quickness of its sight,
to which there is evidently an allusion in Job xxviii. 7, though the
¢ vulture’ is inserted in our authorized version :

There is a puth which no fow! knoweth,
And which the eye of the kite hath not seen.

The same word occurs in a plural form in Isaiah xiii. 22; chap.
xxxiv. 14 ; and Jer. 1. 39; in all which places our translation reads
¢ wild beasts of the islands,” which Bochart understands of ¢ jackals ;’
but by the several contexts, as Parkhurst remarks, and particularly
the last, it may ag well denote a kind of unclean birds.
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THE RAVEN,

THE sable color of this bird is fully recognised in its Hebrew ap-
pellation, which is taken from oreb, the evening. Bochart has well
remarked, that the color of a crow or raven is not a dead, but a
glossy shining black, like silk, and so is properly a mixture of dark-
ness and splendor. Black appears to have been a color held in high
estimation by the ancients ; and black eyes and raven locks entered
into their ideas of female loveliness. In.conformity with this opin-
ion is the declaration of the spouse, with reference to her beloved :
¢ His pendulous locks are as black as a raven,’ Cant. v. 11.

The raven is found in every region of the world. Strong and
hardy, it is uninfluenced by the changes of the weather ; and when
other birds seem: numbed with the cold, or pining with famine, the
raven is active and healthy, busily employed in prowling for prey,
or sporting in the coldest atmosphere. An active and greedy plun-
derer, nothing comes amiss to him ; whether his prey be living, or
long dead, it is all the same,—~he falls to'with a voracious appetite,
and when he has gorged himself, flies to acquaint his fellows, that
they may participate in the spoil. e

Solomon appears to give a distinct character to some of the ravens
in Palestine, when' he says, ¢ The eye that mocketh at his father,
and despiseth to obey his mother, the ravens of the valley shall pick
it out, and the young;l 2e‘):},«g,rles shall eat it Prov. xxx. 17. - In this
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passage, says Paxton, the wise man may allude to a species of raven
which prefers the valley for her habitation to the clefts of the rock ;
or he may, perhaps, refer to some sequestered valley in the land of
promise, much frequented by these birds, which derived its name
from that circumstance ; or, as the rocky precipice where the raven
loves to build her nest often overhangs the torrent (which the orig-
inal word also signifies), and the lofty tree, which is equally accept-
able, rises on its banks, the royal preacher might, by that phrase,
merely intend the ravens which prefer such situations. Bochart
conjectures, that the valley alluded to was Tophet, in the neighbor-
hood of Jerusalem, which the prophet Jeremiah calls the valley o

the dead bodies, because the dead bodies of criminals were cast in-
to it, where they remdined without burial, till they were devoured
by flocks of ravens, which collected for that purpose from the cir-
cumjacent country. If this conjecture be right, the mearing of Sol-
omon will be this: He who is guilty of so great a crime, shall be
subjected to an infamous punishment; he shall be cast into the val-
ley of dead bodies, and shall find no grave, but the devouring maw
of the impure and voracious raven. The wise man insinuates, that
the raven makes his first and keenest attack on ‘the eye; which
perfectly corresponds with his habits, for he always begins his ban-
quet with that part of the body.

The earliest notice which we have of the raven in scripture, is in
the aecount of the deluge, (Gen. viii. 7;) whence we learn, that on
the deerease of the waters, Noah sent out this bold and adventur-
ous bird, to ascertain the state of the surrounding country.

The remarkable occurrence in the history of Elijah (1 Kings
xvii. 4—6,) has given rise to considerable discussion. '

-Let us suppose, for a moment,that Elijah was concealed in some
rocky or mountainous spot, where passengers mever strayed; and
that here a number. of voracious birds had built their nests on the
trees whieh grew :around it, or on projections of rocks, &c.: these
flying every day to procure foed for their young, the prophet avails
himself of apart of what they brought,and while they, obeying
the dictates of natare, designed only te provide for their offspring,
Divine Providenee directed ;them to provide, atthe same time, for
the wants of Elijah ; so that.what he gathered, whether from their
mests, from what they dropped or brought to him, or occasicnally
drom both means, was enough ‘for his daily support. ‘And the
orebim furnished kim bread, or flesh, in the morning, and bread, or
flesh,in the evening.” ‘But there being a good many of them, Mr.
Taylor inclines to think thatsome of them might furnish bread, and
others flesh, at different times ; ‘8o that a little from each :made up
his solitary but' satisfactory meal. T'o suchstraits was the exiled
prophet driven, and such was the dependence of this zealous man
of God !

Tlie objéction which has been urged against the raven being em-
ployed on this errand of mercy, from its very gross and impure dis-
position, may be in some, measure removed by considering that the
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Hebrew name, as already observed, includes the whole of this genus
of birds, among which we find some less impure than the raven;
as the rook, which species Mr. Taylor inclines to belicve was the
one employed. Asto God’s ¢ commanding’ the ravens, it will be
found a mode of speech adopted where vocal commands could not
be employed. See Job xxxviii, 11 ; Psalm Ixxviii. 23 Isaiah xlv.
12. Mo command the ravens, then, may only denote that God made .
use of them in providing for the necessities of his servant.

It is said by naturalists, that the ravens drive out their young ones.
early from the nest, and oblige them to seek food for their own sus-
tenance. It is to this fact, probably, that the Psalmist alludes, when
he says, ¢ The Lord giveth to the beast his food, and to the young
ravens which cry,’ (Psalm exlvii. 9); and Job: ¢ Who provideth for
the raven his food ? when his young ones cry unto God, wandering
for want of meat,’ ch. xxxviii. 41. But the care of Providence, says
professor Paxton, is not confined to the young ;. it extends also te
the parents, that, like their brood, ¢ neither sow nor reap, have nei-
ther storehouse nor barn,’ (Luke xii. 24); and supplies them with
food from his inexhaustible stores. Whatever may be their charac-
ter and habits, they are the work of infinite wisdom and pewer;
and if it be not unbecoming the Almighty Creator to make such
creatures, it cannot be unbecoming .to provide’ for{their support.
They, too, have their sphere of action; and their qualities and in-
stincts are usefully employed, both for themselves and the other
parts of the terrestrial creation ; even the ineanness of their charac-
ter is of no small advantage to the considerate mind, in allaying his
fears, and in exciting and establishing his confidence in the wise
and bountiful arrangement of Providence. The argument of’ our
Lord is exceedingly strong and pointed. If the Almighty hear not
in vain the croaking of a young raven,.he surely will not turn a
deaf ear to the supplications of his own people.
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THE DOVE

Tais beautiful and gentle creature was called, by the Hebrews,
toneh, which signifies mildness, gentleness, &c. Parkhurst derives
the Hebrew name from a root which admits the sense of defenceless,
and ezposed to rapine and violence ; remarkable characteristics of this
lovely bird, and which are aceordingly noticed by some of the an-
cient poets.

The dove, which is used in scripture as the symbol of simplicity,
innocence, and fidelity, furnishes the sacred writers with many
beautiful allusions. F)xi‘om the earliest timnes, it appears to have been
offered in sacrifice, (Gen. xv. 9); and in the Mosaic ritual it is re-
peatedly preseribed for this use.

The dove is universally admitted to be one of the most beautiful
objects in nature. The brilliancy of her plumage, the splendor of
her eye, the innocence of her look, the excellence of her disposi-
tions, and the purity of her :nanners, have been the theme of ad-
miration and praise in every age. To the snowy whiteness of her
wings, and the rich golden hues which adorn her neck, the inspir-
ed Psalmist has been thought to allude in these elegant strains:
¢ Though ye have lien among the pots, yet ye shall be as the wings
of a dove, covered with silver, and her feathers with yellow gold,’
Psalm Ixviii. 13. Mr. Harmer is of opinion, however, that the
Psalmist alludes, not to an animal adorned merely by the hand of
nature, but to the doves consecrated to the Syrian deities, and or-
namented with trinkets of gold. Agreeably to this view, he inter-
prets the passage thus : ¢ Israel is to me as a consecrated dove ; and
though your circumstances have made you rather appear, like a
dove, blackened by taking up its abode in a smoky hole of the rock ;
yet shall ye become beautiful and glorious as a Syrian silver-colox-
ed pigeon, on whom some ornament of gold is put. But this view
of the passage, as Professor Paxton observes, makes the Holy Spir-
it speak with some approbation, or at least without censure, of a
heathenish rite, and even to borrow from it a figure to illustrate the
effects of Divine favor among his chosen people ; and as 10 other
instance of the kind occurs in scripture, he thinks it cannot be ad-

.
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mitted here, without much stronger evidence than that respectable
writer has produced. I !

Mr. William Baxter gives another translation of the passage, re-

marking, ¢ It was the custom for the Hebrew armies, as well as the
Syrians and Assyrians, to have a dove for their standard ; to which
the Psalmist alluding, says, ‘If you shall abide by your standard,
the silver-colored dove, whose wings are gilt with gold, when the
Almighty by its means hasscattered the kings, the marks of victory
shall be displayed in your eusign, and your dove appear as white
as snow.’ All interpreters have blindly followed the Septuagint in
this place, who, either ignorantly, or perhaps wilfully, rendered it
obscure ; for, being unwilling to gratify the Syrians, \'vvho'worshlp-
ped a dove, with so honorable a mention of their deity, instead of
wranslating the Hebrew word, a standard, as they ought to have
done, they made a proper name of it, and rendered it Mount Sel-
mon. :
The author of ¢ Seripture Illustrated’ enlarges upon this construc-
tion, and gives a new version, accompanied by remarks, which
elucidate other passages. These, Dr. Harris has _uangferred into
his Natural History, with a few emendations ; and in this corrected
state we shnil copy them here.

After having remarked that the whole of the psalm appears to be
a triumphal ode for success in battle, the doctor inquires now 1s it
possible that the saine persons who had put to flight these kings,
and had taken the spoil home to their families, should e among
the pots! How should these soldiers suffer such disgrace, and that
at the very time when they enjoy the victory '—This is inconceiv-
able ; but if we recollect that the standard of the dove was used as
a military ensign, and suppose it to be alluded to here, then we
have an entirely distinct view of the article, and may understand it
accordingly :

That the dove was a mititary ensign, may be gathered from the
history in the Chronicon Samaritanum, where we read that ¢the
Romans placed a pigeon [or dove] on Mount Gerizim, to hinder
them from going thither to worship with troops. Some Samari-
tans attempted to go up; but the bird discovered them, and ecried
out, The Hebrews! The guards awoke, and slew those who' were
coming up.” Understand here a military sentry and ensign, and
“the dove’ becomes intelligible at once.

The paleness of the kings, who accompanied this banner, is ex-
tremely characteristic of their appearance when they saw their sa-
cred emblem cast down, and trampled on by the Israelites; or, if
they themselves, in their haste cast it down, that they might flee
the more swiftly, the shame is equal.. :

These and other considerations lead to the conclusion, 1st. that
the dove was certainly used as & military ensign, and 2dly, that
as the Assyrians were emiuent -and ancient worshippers of the
dove, it might be supposed to be appropriately their banner or
standard. This will authorise a. translation of several passages of
scripture different from our present public version.
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Jeremiah, spenking of the ravages which would he committed in
Judea by Nebuchadnezzar, says, ¢ The land is desolate hecause of
the fierceness of the dove.’ And again, ¢ Let us go to our own peo-
ple, to avoid the sword of the dove * and in another place, ¢ They
shall flee every one, for fear of the sword of the dove.” Each of
these places is intelligible, by supposing that the king of the Chal-
deans is referred to, who bore a dove in his ensigns, in memory of
Serwiramis. !

The surprising brightness of the dove’s eye, and the simplicity of
hex: look, which is directed only to her mate, are selected by the
Spirit of God, to express the purity and fidelity of a genuine be-
liever. ¢ Behold, thou art fair, my love; behold, thou art fair; thou
has} doves’ eyes, Cant. i. 15. A faithful index of the holiness
which reigns within ; they neither court the notice, nor meet the
glance of a strange lord. ~The same beautiful image is employed
to represent the peerless excellences of the Redeemer, and particu-
larly his infinite wisdom and knowledge, which are ever exercised
for the good of his people ; which are pure and holy, and in the
estimation of every saint, as in their own nature, ineffably precious
and lovely : *His eyes are as the eyes of doves by the rivers of
waters, washed with milk, and fitly set, Cant. v. 12. The eyes of
a dove, always brilliant and lovely, kindle with peculiar delight by
the side of a crystal brook, for this is her favorite haunt ; here she
Joves to wash, and to quench her thirst. But the inspired writer
seems to intimate that, not satisfied with a single rivulet, she de-
lights especially in those places which are watered with numerous
streams, whose full flowing ‘tide approaches the height of the
banks, and offers her an easy and abundant supply. They seem as
if they were washed with milk, from their shining whiteness; and
fitly, or rather fully set, like a gem set in gold, neither too promi-
nent nor too depressed ; but so formed, as with nice adaptation, to
fill up the socket. So precious and admirably fitted to the work of
mediating between God and man, are the excellences of Jesus
Christ. God and man in one person, he is at once invested with
all the attributes of Deity, and all the perfections of which our na-
ture is capable. As the eternal Son of God, he is wisdom and pru-
+ dence itself; and as the Son of man, he is ‘holy, harmless, unde-
filed, and separate from sinners:’ ¢He is white and ruddy, the
chief among ten thousands : yea, he is altogether lovely.’

The manners of the dove are as engaging as her form is elegant,
and her plumage rich and beautiful. She is the chosen emblem of’
simplicity, gentleness, purity, and feminine timidity. Our blessed
Lord alludes with striking effect to her amiable temper, in that well-
known direction to his disciples, ¢ Be ye wise asserpents, and harm-
less as doves,” Matt. x. 16. Wisdom, without simplicity, degener-
ates into cunning—simplicity, without wisdom, into silliness: uni-
ted, the one corrects the excess or supplies the defects of the other,
and both become the objects of praisej but separated, neither the
‘wisdom of the serpent, nor the simplicity of the dove, cbtains in
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this passage the Saviour’s commendation. The character which
is compounded of hoth makes the nearest approach to the true
standard of Christian excellence. The wisdom of the serpent ena-
bles the believer to discern between good and evil, truth and error,
that, having proved all things, he may hold fast that which isgood ;
the simplicity of the dove renders him inoffensive and sincere, that
he may not deceive nor injure his neighbor. Such were the quali-
ties which the Saviour recommended to his followers, and his apos-
tle wished the Romans to obtain: ‘I would have you wise unto
that which is good, and simple coneerning evily” chap. xvi. 19.

The monrning of the dove (Isaiah xxxviii. 14 : lix. 11) alludes to
the plaintive murnuring of this bird, particularly of the turtle-dove,
which is said to be disconsolate and to die with grief at the loss of
its mate, To this circumstance Nahum also refers; when predict-
ing the desolation of Nineveh 1= Huzzab shall be led away captive ;
she shall be brought up, and her maids shall lead her as with the
voice of doves tabering upon their breasts,’ chap. ii. 7.

It is supposed, that in Eccles. x. 20, there is an allusion to the
custom, so long and extensively adopted, of employing these birds
as couriers to carry tidings from one platé to another: ¢ Curse not
the king, no, not in thy thought ; and curse not therich in thy hed-
chataber ; for a bird of the air shall carry the voice,and they which
have wings shall tell the matter.’

The conjugal fidelity of the dove has been noticed by every wri-
ter who has wreated of her character. She admits but of one mate,
to whom she seeins most affectionately attached, and from whom
she is never known to separate while life continues.  The black
Ppigeon, it is said, after the death of her mate, continues in a widow-
ed state for life: the intense grief of the turtle-dove on this oceur-
ence we have already noticed. This may help to {llustrate those
passages of scripture in which the undivided affection and indisolu-
ble union which subsist between the Saviour and his church are
represented. *Oh, my dove, that art in the clefis of the rock, in
the secret places of the stars, let me see thy countenance, let me
hear thy voice; for sweet is thy voice, and’ thy countenance come-
Iy, Cunt. ii. 14. *My dove, my undefiled is but one; she is the
only one of her mother, she is the choice one of her that bare her,’
<h. vi. 9. }

In the New Testament, the dove is the chosen emblem of the
Holy Spirit, who, in the economy of grace, is not only the messen-
ger of peace and joy to sinful men, but also the author of those gen-
tle and peaceable dispositions of mind, which characterise, in every
part of the world, the true believer in Christ: The fruit of the
Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith
[or fidelity], meekness, temperance,’ Gal. v. 22.

During the siege of Samaria, by Ben-hadad, king of Syria, we
are informed (2 Kings vi. 25) that so pressing was the famine, an
ass’s head was sold for fourscore pieces of silver, and the fourth
part of a cab of dove’s dung for five pieces of silver. This, howev-
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er, was not what its name would seem to import, but akind of pulse
or pea, which is common in Judea, and to which the Arabians give
this name. See 2 Sam. xvii. 28.

_The TurTLE is only a variety of the dove, as isalso the common
pigeon. The former is something the smaller of the two ; but the
principal difference between this and the other birds, is in its migra-
tory dispositien.  To this circumstance there is evidently an allu-
sion in Jer. viii. 7: ¢The stork in the heaven knoweth her appoint-
ed times ; and the turtle, and the erane, and the swallow, observe
the time of their coming.’ 1Tt is also referred to in Cant. ii. 11, 12,
where it is recognised as the welcome harbinger of the returning
spring: ‘Rise up, my love, my fair one, and come away ; for, lo!
the winter is past, the rain is over and gone, the flowers appear on
the earth, the time of the singing of birds is come, and the voice of
the turtle is heard in our land.’ 4

THE SWALLOYW.

Tae only mention of this bird is in Jsaiah xxxviii. 14, and Jer-
emiah viii. 7. In the former passage, Hezekiah, referring to the
severity of his recent afiliction, says, ¢ Like a swallow, or a craue,
so did I chatter.” The note of the swallow, being quiek and mourn-
ful, the allusion of the king has been supposed to be to his prayers,
which were so interrupted by groanings, as to be but like the quick
twitterings of the swallow. This seems to have occasioned the pi-
ous monarch to regard with suspicion the sincerity and fervor of
his supplications, thus dehvered but in broken accents ; and in bit-
terness of spirit he casts himself upon the unbounded mercy of his
God, exclaiming, ‘O Lord, I am oppressed ; undertake for me.
The passage in Jeremiah, refers to the well-known migration of this
bird ; a circumstance from which the faithful prophet takes occa-
sion to reprove the ingratitude and infidelity of the favored tribes:
¢ The turtle, and the crane, and the swallow, observe the time of
‘their coming; but my people know not the judgment of the Lord
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THE SPARROW.

IN the sacted writings, the word izeppur, which is a general termt
applied to the feathered race, is in a more restricted sense appropri-
ated to the sparrow. This remark is the ore necessary to be borne
in mind, because some translators, and among them the English,
have introduced the sparrow into the text, where this bird was evi-
dently not intended by the inspired writers. Our own translation,
however, requires correction but in one passage, namely, Psalin eiis
7: ¢I watch, and am as a sparrow alone upon the house-top.’ ' To
Justify this translation, interpreters have represented the sparrow as
a solitary, moping bird, which Joves to dwell on the house-top alone ;
and so timid, that she endeavors to conceal herself in the darkest
corners, and passes the night in sleepless anxiety. But her charac-
ter and manners by no means agree with this description. On the
contrary, she is a pert, loquacious, bustling creature ; which, instead
of courting the dark and solitary corner, is commonly found chirp-
ing and fluttering about in the crowd. The term in this text, there-
fore, must be understood in its general sense, and probably refers to
some variety of the owl. Jerom renders it, ¢ I was asa solitary bird
on the roof’ The Hebrew text contains nothing which can with
propriety suggest the sparrow, or any similar bird: and, indeed,
nothing seems to be more remote from the mind of David: all the
circumstances indicate some bird of tlie night; for the Psalmist,
bending under a load of severe affliction, shuns the society of men,
and mingles his unceasing groans and lamentations with the mourn-
ful hootings of those solitary birds, which disturb the lonely desert.
¢ By reason of the voice of my groanings, my bones cleave to my
skin ; T am like a pelican of the wilderness; I am like an owl of
the desert.’” He then proceeds with his comparison: ‘I watch, and
am as a bird upon the house-top alone.” I watch ; thatis, I have

13
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spent a sleepless night ; or, as it is paraphrased in the Chaldee, ¢ 1
have watched the whole pight long, without once closing my eyes.’
Every part of this deseription directs our attention to some noctur~
nal bird, which hates the light, and comes forth from its hiding-
place when the shadows of evening fall, to hunt the prey, and, from
the top of some ruined tower, to tell its joys or its sorrows to a
slumbering world.

A passage in the eignty-fourth psalm, which was probably pen-
ned by the royal minstrel when driven from his throne and the sa-
cred temple, by the rebellion of his unnatural son, refers to this bird.
Ardently desirous of associating with the people of God in the pre-
scribed ordinances of public worship, the pious Psalmist seems to
envy these birds their proximity to the sacred altar: ¢ The sparrow
hath found out a house, and the swallow a nest for herself, where
she may lay her young, even thine altars, O Lord of Hosts, my
King and my God, ver. 3. Parkhurst’s translation removes some
of the difficulties of the usual reading: ¢Even [as] the sparrow
findeth her house, and the dove her nest where she hath laid
her young, [so shall I find] thine altars, O Jehovah of Hosts, my
King, ans my God.

Among the appropriate and felicitous illustrations interwoven
with our Lord’s arguments for a special or particular providence, is
one taken from the care of our heavenly Father exercised towards
this mean and generally despised bird : ¢ Are not two sparrows sold
for a farthing ? dnd one of them shall not fall on the ground with-
out your Father,” (Matthew x. 29); or,according to Luke, ‘not one
of them is forgotten before God,” ¢h. xii. 6. Not that we are to
conclude from these texts, as Pope has falsely done, that

¢ He views with equal eye,as Lord of all,
A hero perish, or a sparrow fall ;

a sentiment not less opposed to the dictates of enlightened reason,
than it is to the whole scope of our Saviour’s discourse, (Matt. ch.
vi.) from which we learn, that the love of God to his creatures isin
proportion to their excellence in the scale of being, and that by
these considerations the care of his providence is regulated. ¢Be-
hold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap
nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them
Jre ye not much better than they?”’ ver. 6.



SECTION IIL
LAND BIRDS.

,

THE OSTRICH.

THE ostrich is considered to be the largest of birds, and the con-
necting link between quadrupeds and fowls. Its head and bill some-
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what resemble those of a duck ; and the neck may be compared to
that of a swan, but that it is much longer. The legs and thighs re-
semble those of a hen, but are very fleshy and large. The end of
the foot is cloven, and has two very large toes, which, like the leg,
are covered with scales. These toes are of unequal sizes; the lar-
gest, which is on the inside, being seven inches long including the
claw, which is near three-fourths of an inch in length, and almost
as broad ; the other toe is but four inches long, and is without a
claw. The height of the ostrich is usually seven feet, from the head
to the ground ; but from the back it is only four: ‘so that the head
and the neck are above three feet long. From the head to the end
of the tail, when the neck is stretched in a right line, it is seven feet
long. One of the wings, with the feathers stretched out, is three
feet in length. 'The plumage is generally white and black, though
some of them are said to be grey. There are no feathers on the sides
of the thighs, nor under the wings. 'The lower half of the neck is
covered with smaller feathers than those on the belly and back,and
the head and upper part of the neck are covered with hair. = At the
end of each wing, there is a kind of spur, resembling the quill of a
porcupine, about an inch long, and about a foot lower down the
wing is another of the same description, but something smaller.

The ostrich has not, like most other birds, feathers of various
kinds ; they are all bearded with detached hairs or filaments, with-
out consistence and reciprocal adherence. The consequence is, that
they cannot oppose to the air a suitable resistance, and therefore
are of no utility in flying, or in directing the flight. Besides the
peculiar structure of her wings, the ostrich is rendered incapable
of flight by her enormous size, weighing seventy-five or eighty
pounds; a weight which would require an imimense power of wing
to elevate into the air.

The ostrich is a native only of the torrid regions of Afiica and
Arabia, and has furnished the sacred writers with some of their
most beautiful imagery. The following descriptions and illustra-
tions are chiefly selected from Professor Paxton and Dr. Harris.

The ostrich was aptly called by the ancients a lover of the des-
erts. Shy and timorous in no common degree, she retires from the
cultivated field; where she is disturbed by the Arabian shepherds
and husbandmen, into the deepest recesses of the Sahara. In
those dreary wastes, she is reduced to subsist on a few tufts of
coarse grass, which here and there languish on their surface, or a
few other solitary plants equally destitute of nourishment, and in
the Psalmist’s phrase, even ¢ withered before they are grown up.’
To this dry and parched food may perhaps be added, the great va-
riety of land-snajls which occasionally cover the leaves and stalks
of these herbs, and which may afford her some refreshment. Nor
is it improbable, that she sometimes regales herself on lizards and
gerpents, together with insects and reptiles of various kinds. Siill,
however, considering the voracity and size of this camel-bird, (as
jtis called in the East,)it is wonderful how the little ones should

.
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be nourished and brought up, and especially how those of fuller
growth, and much better qualified to look out for themselves are
able to subsist, :

The attachment of this bird to the barren solitudes of the S_ahara,
is frequently alluded to in the Holy Scriptures ; particularly in the
prophecies of Isaiah, where the word 10NEs, unfortunately transla-
ted-owl in the English Bible, ought to be rendered ostrich. * Inthe
splendid palaces of Babylon, so long the scenes of joy and revelry,
the prophet foretold, that the shy and timorous ostrich should fix
her abode ; than which a greater and more affccting contrast can
scarcely be presented to the mind.

When the ostrich is provoked, she sometimes makes a fierce,
angry, and hissing noise, with her throat inflated, and her mouth
open ;: when she meets with a timorous adversary that opposes but
a faint resistance to her assault, she chuckles or cackles like a hen,
seeming to rejoice in the prospect of an easy conquest. But in the
silent hours of night, she assumes a quite different tone, and ‘makes
a very doleful and hideous noise, which sometimes resembles the
roaring of a lion ; and at other times, that of the bull and the ox.
She frequently groans, as if she were in the greatest agonies; an
action to which the prophet beautifully alludes: ‘I will make a
mourning like the ostrich’ Micah, i. 8. 'The Hebrew name of the
bird is derived from a verb which signifies to exclaim with-a loud
voice, and may therefore be attributed with sufficient propriety ta
the ostrich, whose voice is loud and sonorous; especially, as the
word does not seem to denote any certain determined mode of
voice or sound peculiar to any one particylar species of animals, but
one that may be applicable to them all. Dr. Brown says, the cry of
the ostrich resembles the voice of a hoarse child, and is even more
dismal. It cannot, then, but appear mournful, and even terrible, to
those travellers who plunge with no little anxiety into those im-
mense deserts, and to whom every living creature, man not except-
ed, is an object of fear, and a cause of danger.

Not more disagreeable, and even alarming, is the hoarse moaning
voice of the ostrich, however, to the lonely traveller in the desert,
than were the speeches of Jab’s friends to that afilicted man. Of
their harsh and groundless censures, which were continually grat-
ing his ears, he feelingly complains: ‘I am a brother to dragons,
and a companion to owls [ostriches],” Like these melancholy crea-
tures that love the solitary place, and the dark retirement, the be-
reaved and mourning patriarch loved to dwell alone, that he might
be free from the teasing impertinence of his associates, and pour
out his sorrows without restraint. But he made a wailing also like
the dragons, and a mourning like the ostriches: his condition was
as destitute, and his lamentations as loud and incessant as theirs.
Or, he compares to those birds his unfeeling friends, who, instead
of pouring the balm of consolation into his smarting wounds, added
to the poignancy of his grief by their inhuman conduct. The os-
trich, even in a doxilegtic state, 13 a rude and fierce animal; and i
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said to point her hostility, with particular virulence, against the poor
and destitute stranger that happens to conie in her way. Not sat-
isfied with endeavoring to push him down by running furiously
upon him, she will not cease to peck at him violently with her bill,
and to strike at him with her feet, and will sometimes inflict a very
serious wound, The dispositions and behavior of Job’s friends
and domestics were equally vexatious and affticting; and how
much reason he had to complain, will appear frot the following
statement : ¢ They that dwell in mine house, and my maidens, count
me for a stranger; I am an alien in their sight. I called my ser-
vant, and be gave me no answer; my breath is strange to my wife,
though I entreated for the children’s sake of mine own body ; vea,
young children despised me, all my inward friends abhorred me.
Upon iy right hand rise the youth ; they push away my feet, and
they raise up against me the ways of their destruction. They mar
my path, they set forward my calamity, they have no helper, They
come upon me as a wide breaking in of waters, ‘in the desolation
thei roll themselves upon me,” ch. xxx. 12—14,

There is a very correct and poetical description of the ostrich, in
the thirty-niuth chapter of the book of Job. ,

Qur translators appear to have been influenced by the vulgar er-
ror, that the ostrich did not herself hatch her eggs by sitting on
them, but left them to the. heat of the sun. This, however, is not
the fact. She usually sits upon her eggs as other birds do; but
then she so often wanders, and so far in search of food, that fre-'

uently the eggs are addle, by means of her long absence fram
&lpm. To this we may add, that when she hasleft her nest, wheth-
er.through fear or to seek food, if slie light upon the eggs of some
ather ostrich, she sits upon them, and is unmindful of her own.

¢ On the least noise or trivial occasion,’ says doctor Shaw, ¢she
forsakes her eggs, or her young ones, to which, perhaps, she never
returns ; or if she does, it may be too late either to restore life to the
one, or 1o preserve the lives of the others. Agreeable to this ac-
count, the Arabs meet sometimes with whole nests of these eggs
undisturhed ; some of them are sweet and good, others are addle
and corrupted ; others, again, have their young ones of different
growth, nccording to the time, it may be presumed, they tnay have
been forsaken of the dam. They often meet with a few of the little
onesno bigger than well-grown pullets, half starved, straggling and
moaning about, like so many distressed orphans for their mother.
In this manner the ostrich may be said to be hardened against her
Yyouny ones, as though they were not her's ; her labor, in hatching and
attending them so far, bewng vain, without fear, or the least concern_
of what becomes of them afterwards. This want of affection is al-
8o recorded in Lam. iv. 3. “The daughter of my people Is become
«eruel, Jike ostriches of the wilderness ;” that is by apparently de-
serting their own, and receiving .others in return. Hence, one of
the great .causes of lamentation was, the coming in of strangers and
enemjes into Zion, and possessing it. 'Thus, in the twelfth verse
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of this chapter, it is said, “ The kings of the earth, and all the inhabit-
ants of the world, would not have believed that the adversary and
the enemy should have entered into the gates of Jerusalem ;” and
in ch. v.2, % Our inheritance is turned to strangers, our houses to
aliens.””’

The ostrich, in her private eapacity, is not less inconsiderate and
foolish, particularly in the choice of fgod, which is often highly det-
rimental and pernicious to her ; for she swallows everything greedi-
ly and indiscriminately, whether it be pieces of rags, leather, wood,
stone, or iron. 'They are particularly fond of their own ordure,
which they greedily eat up as soon as it is voided : no less fond are
they of the dung of hens and other poultry. It seems as if their
optic, as well as their olfactery nerves, were less adequate and con-
ducive to their safety and preservation, than in other creatures.
The Divine Providence in this, no less than in other respects, ¢ hav-
ing deprived them of wisdom, neither hath it imparted to them un-
derstanding.” This part of her character is fully admitted by Buf-
fon, who describes it in nearly the same terms.

Notwithstanding the stupidity of the ostiich, says Dr. Shaw, its
Creator hath amply provided for its safety, by endowing it with ex-
traordinary swiftness, and a surprising .apparatus for escaping from
its enemy.. They, ¢ when they raise themselves up for flight, laugh
at the horse and his rider” They afford him an opportunity only
of admiring at a distance the extraordinary agility, and the state-
liness likewise, of their motions, the richness of their plumage,
and the great propriety there was in ascribing to them art expanded
quivering wing. Nothing, certainly, can be more entertaining than
such a sight; the wings, by their rapid but unwearied vibrations,
equally serving them for sails and oars ; while their feet, no less as-
sisting in conveying them out of sight, are no less insensible of fa-
tigue.’ [

The surprising swiftness of this bird is expressly mentioned by
Xenophon, in his Anabasis; for, speaking of the desert of Arabia,
he states that the ostrich is frequently seen there ; that ¢ nore could
take them, the horsemen who pursue them soon giving it over; for
they escaped far away, making use both of their feet to rup, and of
their wings, when expanded, as a sail to waft them along.’ This
representation is confirmed by the writer of -a voyage to Senegal,
who says, ¢ She sets off at a hard gallop; but, after being excited a
little, sﬁe expands her wings as if to catch the wind, and abandons
herseif to a speed so great, that she seems not to touch the ground.’
‘1 am persuaded,’ continues the writer, ‘ghe would leave far behind
the swiftest English courser.” Buffon, also, admits that the ostrich
runs faster than the horse,
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THE PEACOCK.

Ovr translators have very improperly introduced the peacock in-
to Job xxxix. 13, as the bird was unknown in Syria till the days of
Solomon. In the first book of Kings (ch. x. 22), and the parallel
passage of the second of Chronicles (ch. ix. 21), it is enumerated
among the costly articles imported by the ships of Tarshish, em-
ployed by the Hebrew monarch to enrich his country with the pro-
duce of foreign nations. Let any one attentively survey the pea-
eock in all the glorious display of the prismatic ¢olors in his train,
says Parkhurst, and he wilrnot be surprised that Solomon’s mari-
ners, who cannot be supposed ignorant of their master’s taste for
natural history, should bring some of these wonderful birds with
them, fromn their southern expedition.

The peacock is a bird originally of India, and thence brought in-
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to Persia and Media. The fleet of Solomon might easily procure
it, either from India itself, or from Persia,

The peacock is admitted to be one of the most beautiful birds of
the feathered tribes. The feathers of its tail are frequently four feet
in length, and when expanded, present a mixture of the most de-
lightful colors. Its head, neck, and breast, are of a beantiful blue
‘color; the back and upper part of the wings are light ash, mixed
with black stripes ; antf) on its head it carries a plume of greenish
feathers. The dispositions of the peacock, however, are of a very
different character from its plumage ; and the common people of
Italy are said to characterize it truly, who say it has the plumage
of an angel, and the voice of a devil. 'The loud scream of its voice
grates unpleasantly on the ear; and its insatiable gluttony, and
spirit of depredation, more than counterbalance the beauty of its
external form.

THE OWL.

Ir the reader will turn to' the account of the ostrich, he will see
that we have referred several passages of scripture to that bird,
which, in our translations of the Bible, are interpreted of the owl,
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In additjon to these passages, there arc others in which our version
introduces the owl without reason, as the original writers no doubt
intended birds of another description.

The race of owls presents several varieties, all equally cruel and
rapacious ; and who add to their savage disposition the further re-
proach of treachery, by carrying on all their depredations by night.
'Thus, as Goldsmith remarks, there seems no link in Nature’s chain
broken, no where a dead, inactive repose ; but every place, every
geason, every hour of the day and night, is bustling with life, and
furnishing instances of industry, self-defence, and invasion.

The owl tribe, however they may differ in their size and plum-
age, agree in their general characteristics of preying by night, and
having their eyes formed for nocturnal vision. In the eyes of all
animals, the ‘Author of their being has mnade a complete provision
either to shut out too much light, or to admit a sufficiency, by the
dilation and contraction of the pupil. As in the eyes of tigers and
cats, that are formed for a life of nocturnal depredation, there is a
quality in the retina that takes in the rays of light so copiously as to
permit their seeing in places almost totally dark ; so, in owls, there
1s the same conformation of that organ; and though, like us, they
cannot sce in a total exclusion of light, yet they are sufficiently
quick-sighted at times when we remain in total obscurity. Besides
this, there is an irradiation on the back of the eye, and the very
iris itself has a faculty of reflecting the rays of light, so as to assist
vision in the gloomy places these birds are found to frequent.

Predicting the desolation of Idumea, the prophet Isaiah says, her
palaces shall be a resting place for ¢ the screech-owl”’ (Isaiah xxxiv.
14), whose horrid and terrifying cry would form a sad contrast to
the melody of the harp and the tabret, which then resounded with-
in their walls. But to show, probably; the extent and permanency
of that desolation which was threatened, the prophet in the next
verse represents the devoted country as becoming the constant
abode of birds of prey, among which the one we are describing was
1o be found: ¢There shall the great owl make her nest, and lay
pnd hatch, and gather under her shadow.’
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i THE PARTRIDGE.

. Tue Hebrew name of this bird, ke, was evidetitly taken from
1S note— $

¢I love 1o hear the cur
Of the night-loving partridge.’

" Forskal mentions a partridge whose name in Arabic is kurr ; and
Latham says, that in the province of Andalusia, in Spain, its name
is churr : both taken, no doubt, like the Hebrew, from itsnote. As
this bird is so well known in every part of the world,a particular
description is unnecessary. : !

. There are only two passages of scripture in which the partridge
18 mentioned ; but these will repay an attentive examination. The
first occurs in the history of David, where he expostulates with,
Saul concerning his unjust and foolish pursuit of him: ¢The king
of Israel is come out to seek a flea, as when one doth hunt a part-
ridge on the mountains,’ 1 Sam. xxvi. 20.

The learned Bochart objects to the partridge in this- place, and
contends that the ker is more likely to be the woodcock, since the
partridge is not a mountain bird. This, however, is a mistake : there
15 a species of the partridge which exactly answers to the description
«of David ; and those of Barakonda, in particular, are said to choose
the highest rocks and precipices for their residence. The method
by which Dr. Shaw states the Arabs to hunt the partridge, affords a
lively comment on the words of the Psalmist: ¢The Arabs have
another, though a more laborious, method of catching these birds ;
for, ebserving that they become languid and fatigued after they have
been hastily put up twice or thrice, they immediately run in upon
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them, and knock them down with their zerwattys, or bludgeons.’

It was precisely in this manner that Saul hunted David, coming

hastily upon him, and putting him up from time to time, in hopes

i:lg should at length, by frequent repetitions of it, be able to destroy
im. :

In addition to this method of taking the partridge, Dr. Shaw states,
that the Arabs are well gcquainted with that mode of catching them,
which is called tunnelling ; and to make the capture the greater,
they will sometimes place behind the net a cage, with some tame
ones within it, which, by their perpetual chirping and calling, quick-
1y bring down the coveys that are within hearing, and thereby de-
coy great numbers of them. This, he remarks, may lead us into the
right interpretation of Eccles. xi. 30, which we render ‘like as a
partridge taken [and,kept(} in a cage, so is the heart of the proud;
but it should be, ¢ Like a decoy partridge in a cage, so is,” &c.

The other passage in which this bird is mentioned, is Jer. xvii.
11, ¢ As the partridge sitteth on eggs, and hatcheth them not ; so he
that getteth riches, and not by right, shall leave them in the midst
of his days, and at his end shall be a fool.’ It seems to be clear,
says Mr. Taylor, that this bird sitteth on eggs not its own, to answer
to the gelting of riches not by right; from these eggs it is driven
away, leaves them in the midst of his days, before the time for hatch-
ing is expired. But'why should it be said. of the partridge, rather
than of any other bird, that it sitteth and hatcheth not? The reason
is plain, when it is known, that this bird’s nest being mnade on the
ground, the eggs are frequently broken by the foot of man, or other
animals, and she is often obliged to quit them by the presence of
intruders, which chills the eggs, and renders them unfiuitful. Rain
and moisture alse may spoil them. Observing that Buffon makes
a separate species of the Bartavella, or Greek partridge, Mr. Taylor
offers that as the proper bird meant in these passages. Belon in-
forms us, ¢ that the bartavella keeps ordinarily among rocks ; but has
the instinct to descend into the plain to make its nest, in order that
the young may find, at their birth, a ready subsistence.” ‘It has
another analogy with the common hen, which is, to sit upon (or
hatch) the eggs of strangers, for want of its own. This remark isof
long standing, since it oceurs in the sacred hooks’ Now, if] in the
absence of the proper owner, this Bartavella partridge sits on the
eggs of a stranger, when that stranger returns to her nest, and drives
away the intruder before she can hatch them, the partridge so ex-
pelled resembles a man in low circumstances, who has possessed
himself for a time of the property of another, but is forced to relin-
quish his acquisition before he can render it profitable; which is
the simile of the prophet, and agrees, too, with this place.



THE COCK AND HEN. 157

THE COCK AND HEN.

Taese well-known domestic birds do not appear to have been
much known to the Israelites, at any period of their history ; since
the Hebrew Bible does not so much as furnish a name for them,
and they are only once mentioned in the writings of the New Tes-
tament. 1

The strong affection and tender care which the hen displays for
her young, are so well known as to have become proverbial.

It is to these qualities in the character of the domestic hen, that
our Lord alludes, in his pathetic address to the once *holy city s
—* O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the proplets, and ston-
est them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gath-
ered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens
under her wings, and ye would not! Behold, your house is left
unto you desolate,’ a very beautiful image, denoting affection and
protection. When the hen sees a bird of prey coming, she makes
a noise to assemble her chickens, that she may cover them with
her wings from the danger. The Roman eagle is about to fall upon
the Jewish state ; nothing can prevent this but their couversion to
God through Christ ; Jesus cries throughout the land, publishing
the gospel of reconciliation ; they would not assemble, and the Ro-
man eagle came and destroyed them. How long had these thank-
less and unholy Eeople been the objects of his tenderest cares! For
more than two thousand years, they engrossed the most peculiar
regards of the most beneficent Providence; and during the three

ears of our Lord’s public ministry, his preaching and miracles had

ut one object and aim, the instruction and salvation of this thought-
less people. " For their sakes, he who was rich hecame poor, that
they through his poverty, might be rich ; for their sakes he made
himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant,
and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross! He
died that TrEY might not perish, but have everlasting life. Thus, ta
save their life, hq freely abandoned his own,

14
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THE QUAIL.

TaerE has been a difference of opinion among learned men, with
respect to what creature is jntended by the Hebrew word which
‘we render quails, Exodus xvi. 13, &c. i

It would appear, however, that the quail is a bird of passage, and
about the size of the turtle-dove, ' Hasselquist states that that it'is
plentiful near the shores of the Dead Sea and the Jordan, and also
in the deserts of Arabia. : :

On two occasions the demands of the murmuring Hebrews were
supplied with quails; and, in each case, the event is distintly refer-
ret'f to the miraculous interposition of God, Exed. xvi. 12, 13;
Numb. xi.31. On the former occasion, the birds were scattered
about the camp only for a single day ; but, on the latter, they came
up from the sea for an entire month. The great numbers of them
which are said to have been provided for the people, has beer: re-

arded as almost incredible, but without sufficient reason, as may
ﬁe shown, without resorting to the supposition that they were cre-
ated for this express occasion. Varro asserts, that turtles and quails
return from their migrations into Italy in immense numbers ; and
Solinus adds, that when they come within sight of land, they rush
forward in large bodies, and with so great impetuosity as often to
endanger the safety of navigators, by alighting upon the sails in the
night, and by their weight oversetting the vessels. Hence it ap-
pears, that this part of the narrative is perfectly credible; and that
the miracle consisted in the immense flocks being directed to a par-
ticular spot, in the extreme emergency of the people, by means of
¢a wind from the Lord, Numb. xi. 81.



SECTION III,
WATER BIRDS.

THE CRANE.

THis bird is now unknown in England, and the accounts of its
size which are furnished by naturalists and travellers vary exceed-
ingly. Willoughby and Pennant make it from five to six feet long,
froin the beak to the tail ; and others state that it is above five feet
high. On the contrary, Bresson describes it as something less than
the brown stork, about three feet high, and about four from the beak
to the tail. The latter writer is generally admitted to be the most
correct ; although the one he describes may possibly have been a
small bird, The figure of the crane is tall and slender, with a long
neck, and long legs. It is very social in its habits, and usually lives
in flocks amgunting to fifty or sixty in number.

Cranes are birds of passage, aud they are seen to depart and re-
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turn regularly, at those seasons when their provision invites or re-
pels them, They generally leave Europe at the latter end of Au-
tumn, and return in the beginning of the summer. In the inland

of. the continent, they are seen .crossing the country in flocks
of fifty or a hundred, making from the northern regions towards
the south, 1In these journeys they sometimes soar so high, howev-
er, as to be entirely out of “sight; bat then their tract is to be dis-
tinctly ascertained by their loud and peculiar clangor. To the in-
stinctive precaution of these birds in securing themselves against
the miseries of famine, by migrating from one part of the earth to
another, there is a reference in Jer. viii. 7, where the blindness of
the Jewish nation to the indications of approaching judgments is
foreibly reproved : ¢ The crane and the swallow observe the time of
tIl:ei(:i ’comiug; but my peéple know not the judgment of the

ord.

THE STORK.

“Tug externgl appearance of the stork differs little from that of the
¢rane. It is of the same size ; and has the same formation as to the
bill, neck, legs, and body, except that itis something more corpulent.
Tts differences are but very slight; such as the color, which in the
crape is ash and black, but in the stork is white and brown. * The

nails of ‘the toes of the stork, also; are very peculiar, not being
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clawed like those of other birds, but flat, like the nails of a man.
Its true distinctions, however, are to be taken rather from its man-
ner than its form. The crane has a loud piercing voice ; the stork
is silent, and produces no other noise than the clacking of its under
chap against the upper: the crane has a strange convolution of the
windpipe through the breast bone ; the stork’s is formed in the usual
manner : the crane feeds mostly upon vegetables and grain ; the
stork preys entirely upon frogs, fishes, birds, and serpents : the crane
avoids towns and populous places; the stork lives always in or
near them: the crane lays but two eggs, and the stork generally
four. These are distinctions fully sufficient to mark the species,
notwithstanding the similitude of their form.

1t was probably on account of the description of food npon which
this bird preys, that it was prohibited as an article of food to the
Jewish people, Lev. xi. 19, &e.

The Hebrew name of the stork, is strikingly characteristic of its
disposition, signifying benignily or affection, for which it is remarka-
ble, as is attested by the most unexceptionable witnesses.

Parkhurst has given an interesting description of the stork from
the Inspector, a periodical paper ascribed to that eminent naturalist,
Sir John Hill, which sets this feature in its character in a strong
and beautiful light. g

¢The two parepts feed and guard each brood; one always re-
maining on it, while the other goes for food. They keep the young
ones much longer in the nest than any other bird ; and after they
have led them out of it by day, they bhring them back at night;
preserving it as their natural and proper home.

¢When they first take out the young, they practise them to fly ;
and they lead them to the marshes, and to the hedge-sides, point-
ing them out the frogs, and serpents, and lizards, which are their
proper food ; and they will seek out toads, which they never eat,
and take great pains to make the young distinguish them.” At the
time of their return, after having visited some warmer climate
during the winter months, this ‘writer states, that ‘it is not un-
common to see several of the old birds, which are tired and feeble
with the long flight, supported at times on the back of the young ;
and the peasants speak of it as a certainty, that many of these are
when they return to their home, laid carefully in the old nests, and
fed and cherished by the young oues, which they reared with so
much care during thie spring before.” |

To the protection which the stork affords her young, there is
evidently an allusion in Job xxxix, 13: ¢ The wing of the. ostrich
is quivering or expanded : P)ut] is it the wing of the stork and its
plumage 2> 'That is, is it, like that, employed in protecting and
providing for the creature’s offspring? No: for ¢ she (the ostrich)
depositeth her eggs in the earth, and warmeth them on the sand,
and forgetteth that the foot may crush them, and that the wild
beast of the field nizza break them.’ 'This leads us to notice the as-
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sertion o]f 7'the Psalmist, that ¢the fir trees are the house of the stork,’
Ps. civ. 17 '

* Like the crane, the stork is a bitd of passage; and-to its periodi-
cal migration the prophet Jeremiah refers, ¢h.’ viii. 7. Shaw fur-
nishes us with a proof of their surprising ‘instinct in preparing for
their journey, which is worthy of notice. It is observed of the
storks, when they ‘know their appointed time, that, for about the
space of a fortnight before they pass from ofie country to another,
they constantly resort together, from all the circumjacent parts, in
d ceftain plain ; and there, forming themselves once every day into
a dowwanne, or ‘council (according to the phrase of these Eastérn
pations,) are said to deterimine the exact time of their departure,
and the place of their future abodes.”” ’

THE PELICAN,

Tur Hebrew name of this curious bird is evidently taken from
its manner of discharging the contents of its bag or pouch, for the
purpose of satisfying its own hunger, or that of its young.
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The Pelican is much larger than the swan, and something re-
sembles it in shape and color. The principal difference, and that
which distinguishes this bird from all others, is its enormous bill
and extraordinary pouch. From the point of the bill to the open-
ing of the mouth, there is a length of fifteen -inches; and under
the chap is a bag, reaching the entire length of the bill to the neck,
and capable, it is said, of holding fifieen quarts of water. When
empty, this pouch is not seen ; but when filled, its great bulk and
siugular appearance may easily be conceived. The Pelican, says
Labat, has strong wings, furnished ‘with thick plumage of an ash
color, as are the rest of the feathers over the whole body. Tts eyes
are very small when compared to the size of its head; thete is a
sadness in its countenance, and its whole air is melancholy ; it is
as dull and reluctant in its motions as the flamingo is sprightly and
active, It is slow of flight; and when it rises to fly, performs it
with difficulty and labor ; nothing, as it would seem, but the spur
of necessity, could make these birds change their situation, or in-
duce them to ascend into the air: but they must ejther starve or
fly. 'When they have raised themselves about thirty or forty feet
above, the surface of the sea, they turn their head with one eye
downwards, and continue to fly in that posture. As soon as they
perceive a fish sufficiently near the surface, they dart down upon
it with the swiftness of an arrow eize it with unerring certainty,
and store it up in their pouch. They then rise again, though not
without great labor, and continue hovering and fishing, with their
head on one side as before. ‘ :

In feeding its young, the pelican squeezes the food deposited in
its bag into their mouths, by strongly comﬁressing it upon its breast
with the bill ; an action, says Shaw, which might well give occa-
sion to the received tradition and report, that the pelican, in feeding
her ﬂoung, pierced her own breast, and nourished them with her
blood.

The writer of the hundred-and-second psaln alludes to the
lonely situation of the pelican in the wildernesss, as illustrative
of the poignancy of his own grief, at witnessing the iesolation of
his country, and the prostration of her sacred altars.
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THE CORMORANT.

Tms bird, which was unclean to the Hebrews (Lev. xi. 17;
Deut. xiv, 17) is about the size of a large Muscovy duck, and may
be distinguished from all other birds of this kind, by its four toes
being united together by membranes, and by the middle toe being
toothed or notched, like a saw, to assist it in holding its fishy prey.
Its head and neck are of a sooty blackness, and the body thick and
heavy, more inclining in figure to that of the goose than the gull.
The bill is straight, till near the end, where the upper chap bends
into a hook. .

But notwithstanding the seeming heaviness of its make, there are
few birds more powerfully predacious than the corinorant. Form-
ed with the grossest appetites, this unclean bird has the most rank
and disagreeable smell, and is more feetid, even when in its most
healthful state, than carrion. Its form, says an ingenious writer, is
disagreeable ; its voice is hoarse and croaking ; and all its qualities
obscene. No wonder, then, that Milton should make Satan’ per-
sonate this bird, when he sent him upon the basest purposes, to
survey with pain the beauties of Paradise, and to sit devising death
on the tree of life. It has been remarked, indeed, of our poet, that
the making a water fowl perch on a tree, implied no great ac-
quaintance with the history of nature. But, in vindication of Mil-
ton, it must be observed, that Aristotle expressly says, the cormo-
rant is the only water fowl that sits on trees; so that our epie bard
seems to have been as deeply versed in natural history as in eriti-
cism,

The cormorant is trained up in China, and other parts of the
world, for the purpose of taking fish, after which it dives with great
dexterity and perseverance.



SECTION IV.
DUBIOUS BIRDS.

e -

THE CUCKOO.

WE believe that the bird called in Hebrew shacheph, and in our
version ¢ cuckoo,’ has never yet been properly identified. Bochart,,
and the versions generally, decide in favor of the sea-mew ; but this
can hardly be admitted, since the shackeph is placed by the Hebrew
legislator, not among wafer birds, but among those of the air, and
also among birds of prey, Levit. xi. 16. The latter circumstance
seems also decisive against, the bird which has been made to take
its place in the English Bible. Dr. Shaw thinks that the bird in-
tended is a granivorous and gregarious bird, of which he gives a
particular account, and also an engraving.

THE HERON.

A wipE latitude has been taken in the rendering of the Hebrew
anaph ; some critics interpreting it of tlie crane, others of the cur.
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lew, some of the kite, others of the woodcock, some of the peacock,
some of the parrot, and some of'the falecon. But let not the reader
be alarmed at this diversity of rendering, since it is the necessary
consequence of the scantiness of references to the bird in the sacred
text, and the absence of all description of its character and quali-
ties, in those passages in which it is spoken of. The truth is, that
it is only referred to in the catalogue of birds prohibited by the Mo-
saic code, (Lev. xi. 19 ; Deut. xiv. 18;) and it is only from the im-
port of its name, or the known character of the birds with which it
1s grouped, that we can form any conjecture of its specific charac-
ter. That the creature intended is some species of water bird, there
can be little doubt, if we give the sacred writer any credit for pro-
priety in his grouping, or system in his arrangement ; but what that
species may be, we are unable to decide. The Hebrew name is
from a root which signifies to breathe short, or snort through the nos-
trils, as in anger ; and as the heron is said to be of a very imitable
disposition, it may, perhaps, be the bird intended.
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THE SWAN.

It is extremely uncertain what bird is intended by the Hebrew,

in (Lev. xi. 18), rendered by our translators, the swan. The same

.word is used in a subsequeéiit verse to denote the mole, according to
our version, but more probably, as Bochart has shown, the chame-

leon. The root from which the word is derived, signifies to breathe,

respire, &c.; and Geddes remarks, that ifetymology were to be our

guide, it would seem to point to a well-known quality in the swan,

that of being able to respire a long time, with its bill and neck en-

tirely under water, and even plunged n the mud.






CHAPTER IV.

s

FISHES.

TuERE are but few references to the ‘subject of Ichthyology in
the inspired writings. The reasons are obvious : the Jews being an
agricultural people, fish formed no considerable part of their food ;
nor could they furnish any striking objects of comparison or illustra-
tion to the sacred writers, as in the case of quadrupeds and birds.

The well-known biblical appellations are two words expressive
of their amazing fecundity : ¥ and the latter of their rapid motion.
In Gen. i. 21, the word taninin, rendered in our English Bibles,
¢ great whales,’ seems used to describe fish of the largest description,
without being restricted to any particular species.

‘There seems to be four divisions of the aquatic tribes, strongly
marked in nature, which are usually called the spinous or bony kind ;
—the cartilaginous, or those which have gristles instead of bones;
—the cetaceous tribe, or those of the whale kind ;—and the crustace-
ous, or shell fish.

Fish was the common food of the Egyptians, Hence we may
see how distressing was the infliction which turned the waters of
the river into blood, and occasioned the death of the fish, Exod. vii.
18—R1. Their sacred stream became so polluted as to be unfit for
drink, for bathing, and for other uses of water to which they were
superstitiously devoted, (ch. ji. 5; vii. 15; viii. 20;) and themselves
obliged to nauseate what was the usual food of the common peo-
ple, and held sacred by the priests.

From Neh, xiii. 16, we learn, that in the time of Nehemiah, the
Tyrians brought fish in considcrable quantities to Jerusalem, for
purchasing which on the Sabbath-day, that zealous patriot reprov-
ed the elders of the Jews. As the people of Tyre were remarka-
ble for their skill in maritime affairs, it is impossible to say how far
their fisheries might extend ; but from Le Bruyn we ascertain, that
fish in large numbers, and of excellent quality, were to be procured
in the neighborhood of their own city. Nor should we omit to no-
tice, in justification of John xxi. 11, that the sea of Tiberias was
well stocked with fish of a very large size.

The parrative of Jonah’s extraordinary preservation from death,
when thrown overboard by the terrified mariners, has furnished

* The Abbe Pluche shows, from Leuwenboek, that a singla cod, though not of the larg-
est size, contained 9,334,000 eggs ; and observes, that though a common carp is far from
having such & number of'eggs, yet the quantity of them’is so amazing, even at the first
glance, that'jt contributes very much to justify the above calculation.——Nature Displayed,
wvol. i. p. 230, 231,
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ample materials for the cavils of the infidel, and for the specula-
tions of the philosopher and the critic. In the sacred text, the par-
ticular fish which was rendered the preserver of the disobedient
prophet, is not specified; although the Septuagint translators have
inserted the whale, and the evangelists, in recording our Saviour’s
words relative to the event and its typical character, have used the
same word. It by no means follows from this, however, that the
writers of the gospels designed to give their sanction to this inter-
pretation : the LXX being the version in common use among their
countrymen, they quoted it without alteration, where its deviation
from the original involved no serious consequences.

Although the whale is the largest of all known fish, its gullet is
too small to permit the passage of a human body through it, and
therefore we canrot, without the supposition of an additional mira-
cle, admit this to be the fish intended.

Our Lord observes (Luke xi. 30)that ‘Jonas was a sign to the
Ninevites ;’ and it is remarkable that the event should have been
so widely spread and attracted so much notice, that among the few
fragments of antiquity remaining to us, this little history should re-
ceive from them larger confirmation than some others, of greater
extent and magnitude. The heathen have preserved the fact, but
applied it to Hercules.



CHAPTER V.

P

REPTILES.

Tr1s numerous and diversified class of being is distinguished by
two appellations in the sacred writings, (Gen. i. 24,253 vii. 215;)
the one being expressive of its motion, that is, crawling ; and the
other of its abundant production or increase. Reptiles of all sorts,
except those furnished with wings, were unclean, Lev, xi. 41. We
shall notice themn under three divisions: Lizarps—SERPENTS—
Wornms.

SECTION L
LIZARDS.

THE TORTOISE.

Dr. Saaw has shown, that the izab or fjab of Lev. xi. 29, which
we call the tortoise, is a lizard, called in Arabic, with a near ap-
proach to the Hebrew name, dhab or dab, agrecing nearly in shape,
and in the hard pointed annule or scales of the tail, with the candi-
verbera or shake-tail, as it is represented in Gesner, and Johnson.
¢ The dab, or Saharawan lizard, is about eighteen inches long, and
‘three or four inches broad across the back. T - not poisonous. It
lays eggs like the tortoise. It is very swift, and, if hunted, will hide
itself'in the earth, which it penetrates with its nose, and nothing
will extricate it but giiegging up the ground.’

1
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THE FERRET.

Dr. Geppes understands the Hebrew name, rendered ferret in
Lev. xi. 30, to denote the newt, and Dr. James takes it for the frog ;
but, as its name seems to be taken from the ery it makes, the prob-
ability is, that the species of lizard called in Egypt, the Gecko, is
the animal intended. It is thus described by Cepede:—

¢ Of all the oviparous quadrupeds whose history we are publish-
ing, this is the first that contains a deadly poison. This deadly liz-
ard, which deserves all our attention by his dangerous properties,
has some resemblance to the {chameleon ; his head, almost. trian-
gular, is large in comparison to his body ; the eyes are very large ;
the tongue flat, covered with small scales, and the end rounded ;
the teeth are sharp, and so strong that, according to Bontius, they
are able to make impressions on the hardest substances, even on
steel. Tt is almost entirely covered with little warts, more or less
rising ; the under part of the thighs is furnished with a row of tu-
bercles, raised and grooved. The feet are remarkable for oval
scales, more or less hollowed in the middle, as large as the under
surface of the toes themselves, and regularly disposed one over
another, like the slates on a roof. The tail of the gecko,is com-
monly rather longer than the body, though sometimes shorter ; it
is round, thin, and covered with circular rings or bands, formed of
several rows of very small scales. Its color is a clear green, spot-
ted with brilliant red. The name, gecko, imitates the cry of this
animal, which is heard especially before rain. It is found in Egypt,
India, Amboyna, &c. It inhabits by choice the crevices of half
rotten trees, as well as humid places; it is sometimes met with in
houses, where it occasions great alarm, and where every exertion is
used to destroy .it speedily. Bontius states, that its bite is so venom-
ous, that if the part'bitten be not cut away or burned, death ensues
in a few hours.’

Mr. Charles Taylor thinks there is an allusion to this reptile in
Deut. xxxii. 33: ¢ Their wine is the poison of dragons; and the
cruel venom of asps.” The allusion hereis to the venom (Eng.
transl, wine) of the taninim ; and this venom is associated, by coum-
parison, with the cruel venom of asps—pethenim—serpents.

The following extract is from Bontius.

¢The Javanese use to dip their.arrows in the blood of this crea-
ture ; and those who deal in poison among them (an art much es-
teemed in the island of Java, by both sexes) hang it up with a
string tied to the tail on the ceiling, by which means it being exas-
perated to the highest pitch, sends forth a yellow liquor out of its
.mouth, which they gather in small pots underneath, and afterwards
coagulate into a body in the sun. This they continue several
months together, by giving daily food to the creature. It is unques-
tionably the strongest poison in the world.
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THE CHAMELEON.

In the English Bible, the cuameLeon is transformed into the
mole, (Lev. xi. 30,) an animal that has little pretension to be associ-
ated with reptiles of the lizard species. The Hebrew word, from a
root which signifies fo breathe, is peculiarly appropriate to this curi-
ous animal, which, according to vulgar opinion, is the ¢creature
nourished by the wind and air.’

The chameleon nearly resembles the crocodile in form, but dif-
fers widely in its size and appetites. Its head is sbhout two inches
long, and from thence to the beginning of the tail four and a half’;
the tail is five inches long, and the feet two and a half; the thick-
ness of the body varies at different times, for the animal possesses
the power of blowing itself up and contracting itself, at pleasure.

During his visit to the East, Le Bruyn purchased severa! chame-
leons, for the purpose of preserving them alive, and making obser-
vations on their nature and manners; but the most interesting ac-
count of this curious animal is that furnished by the enterprising
and lamented Belzoni, which we transcribe.

¢ There are three species of chameleons, whose colors are pecn-
liar to themselves ; for instance, the commeonest sort are those which
are generally green, that is to say, the bedy all green, and when
content, beautifully marked on each side regularly on the green
with black and yellow, not in a confused manner, but as if drawn.
This kind is in great plenty, and neyer have any other color except
a light green when they sleep, and when ill a very pale yellow.
Out of near forty I had the first year when I was in Nubia, I had
but one, and that a very small one, of the second sort, which had
red marks. One chameleon lived with me eight months, and most
of that time I had it fixed to the button of my coat: it used to rest
on my shoulder, or on my head. I have observed, when I have
kept it shut up in a room for some time, that, on bringing it out in
the air, it would begin drawing the air inj and on putting it on
some marjorum, it has had a wonderful effect on it immediately :
its color became most brilliant. I believe it will puzzle a good many
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to say what cause it proceeds from. If they did not change when
shut up in a house, but only on taking them into a garden, it might
be supposed the change of the colors was in consequence of the
smell of the plants; but when in a house, if it is watched, it will
[be seen to] change ever<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>