o “A
DR AUGHT
oF THE
F O R M
or THS . 3
bOYERNMENT AND DiSClPLINg. .

OF TH?

“PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

1w mar Y

UNITED STATES or AMERICA.

Prgfed. by the Synod of Nrw-Yorx and
ICADELPHIA, for the confideration of ah‘

Myteucs and Churchcs under their care,

‘'«  NEW. YORK:
Pmtedbys. and J. LOUDO*N !u.”,",

Water-Slreet. N “" v

M,Dccm -

R TS o
$



I 'HE Synod of New-York :nd Philadel-

. phiayrat their nieeting, held in Philadelpbia,
May, 1787, appointed the Rew. Dr. John Rod-
gers, Dr. Alsxander. MacWhorter, Mr, Alex-
ander Miller and Mr. James Wilfon, Minifters,
a Committce, to print One 1 houfand Copies of the
drauglot ofthe Form of Government and Difcipline,
as now aniended by the Synod, to be diftributed
among the Prcfiyteries uid Churches under their
care.

: » - - - . - -
¥ \ ‘f’
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The Committee was alfo appointed to print the
Jaft paragraph of the 20ib Clapter of the Wefi-
minfler Cenfcffion of Iaith ; the 3d paragraph
of .58 23d Chapter ; and the 1/l paragrapb cf
the 318 Chapler, as now propofed to be altered
by the Synod :——Fur¢her, the Committee was
appeinted, to revife the Direclory for the Pub-
lic awrfbip of God, and to print it, when revif
ed and amended by them,together with the draught
of the form of Government and Difcipline : And
the. Synod agrecd, that thefe be called, when. re-
g/fed and adopted, the Confeflion of Faith, and
Dire&ory for the Public Worfhip of God,.of the
Prefbyterian Church in the United States of
America. .

The Committee, ’co:ﬁidering that a power of ma-
Mng verbal alterations, it the draught of the Form
of §overnment and Difcipline, was committed to
thep by the Synod, and being fully fenfible that
they are liable to maks miftakes in this particu-
lar, have thought proper to print, all the words



INTRODVGTION.

HE Synod of New-York and PHi.
LADELPHIA, fudging it expedient to afcer-

tain and fix the fyftem of union, and the form of
the Government and Difcipline of the Prefbyterian
CburchinthefeUnited States,under theircare, bave
thought proper to iay down, &y way of intro-
duclion, a few of the general principles,- by which
they have been bhitherto governed, agd_'w_bicb
are the ground work of the following plan. This,
it is hoped, will, in fome meafure, prevent thofe
rath mifconfiructions and uncandid refleftions,
which ufually proceed from an imperfe&t view
of any fubjeét ; as well as make the feveral:parts
of the fyftem plain, and the whole plan perfpi-
cuous, and fully underftood.

The Synod are unanimoufly of opinion ;-

I. That “ God alone is Lord of the con-
¢ fcience, and hath left it free from the doc-
¢¢ trines and commandments of men ; which are
‘“ in any thing contrary to his word, or befide
‘ it in matters of faith or worthip :* There-
fore, they confider the rights of private judge-
ment, in all nratters that7e/ped religion, as uni-
verfal and unalieuable : They do not even with
to fee 'any religious conftitution jided by
civil power, furtlier than may be veceffary };
protetion and fecurity, and, at the famcﬁ&,
-may. beequal ‘and common to all others. ..

Il That, in perfe& confiftency with the above
principle of common right, w Chriftian
o A Church,
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Church, or union -and affociation of particular.
Churches, are entitled to declare the terms of-
admiffion into _their communion, and the quali-
fications of their minifPers and members, as‘well
as the whole fyftem of 74¢ internal government
which Chrift hath appointed : Thag, in the
excrcife of this right, they may, notwithftand-
ing, err, in making the terms of cemmunion
either too lax or too narrow : yet, even in this
cafe, they do not infringe the liberty, or en-
croadb upon the rights of others, but only make
an improper ufe of ihdr own.

HI. That our blefled Saviour, for the edi-
fication of ¢he vifible Church, which is his bo-
dy, hath appointed officers, not only to preach:
the Gofpel and adniinifier the Sacraments ; buc
alfo to exercife difcipline, for the prefervation
both of truth and duty: and, that 1t is incum-
bent upon thefe officers, and upon the wholc
Church, in whofe niame they a&, to cenfure, or
caft out, the erroneous and fcandalous ; obfers-
inf, in all.cafes, the rules contained in the word
of God. |

TV. That tyuth isin order to goodnefs ; and
that no opinion can be either more pernicious
or more abfurd, than that which brings truth
and falfchood upon a level, and reprefents it
of no confequence what a man’s fentiments are :
On the contrary, They are of opinion, that
foundnefs in the faith lays a proper founda-
tion for holy pradtice ; }{n-, if it were other-
wife, it would be of no impertance ecither to
difcover truth or to embrace it.

V. That while, under the convi&ion of the
above principle, They think it neceflary to make
effe@ual provifion, that all, who are admitted

as
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as Teachers, be found in the faith ; They alfo
believe, that there are truths and forms, with
refpc& to which men of good charaiters and
principles may differ : And, in all thefe, They
think it the duty, both of private Chriftians and
Societies, to exercife mutual forbearance towards
cach other.

VI. That though the chara&cr, qual:ﬁca-
tions, and authority of Church-officers, are laid
down in the boly Scriptares, as well as the pro-
per method of their inveftiture and inftitution ;
yet the ele@ion of the perfons, to the exer-
cife of this authority, in any particular fociety, -
is in that fociety.

VII. That all Church power, whether exer-
cifed by the body in general, or, in the way of
reprelentation, by delcgated authority, is only .
minifterial and declarative : That is 1o {/ay, that
the Holy Scriptures are the only rule of faith and .
manners ; that no Church judicatory ought to
pretend to make laws, to bind the confcience,
in virtue of their own authority ; and that a/l
their decifions fhould be founded upon the re-
vealed will of God : Now though it will eafily be
admitted, that all Synods and Councils may err,
through the frailty infeparable from humanity ;
yet thereis much greaterdanger,from the ufurp.
ed claim of making laws, than from the right
of judging upon laws already made, and com- »
mon to all who profefs the Gol{)cl although this
right, as neceflity requires in the prefent ftate,
be lodged with fallible men.

VIIL. Lagly, That, if thg above Scriptural
and rational prmc:plcs be ftedfaftly adhered to,
the vigour and ftriGnefs of gheir dlfClplmc will

contribute to the glory and happinefs of any
urch
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Chureh. Since difcipline muft be pureiy moral
and fpirieual in jts objedt, and not. guended with
any ciyil effefts, it can derive po force what-
ever, but from jts’, ewn juftice, the approba-
tian of an 1mpamal public, and the counte-
nance and blefhng of the great IIcad of the
Church univerfal.



D ———— ¢ - L‘m
- i : :

The F O R M, &c

Of the Church.

.JESUS CHRIST, who is now exaited,
ar above all principality and power, hath ere&-
ed, in this world, a kingdom, which is Tus
Chureh. . o

The univerfal Church confifts of all thofe
perfons, in every nation, together with their
children, who. make profeflion of the holy re-
ligion of Chriféy and fubmic to his laws.

As this immenfe multitude cannot meet': 20~
gether, in one place, to hold: communion, or
to worfhip God, it is reafonable, and warranted
by Scripture example, that:xhey thould be di-
vided into many’ particular Churches.

A partiéular Church conliftt of a number of
profefling ‘Chriftians, with their-offspring,  vo-
luntarily affociated together, for - divine wor-
fhip and godly living,-egreeably. to the: bholy
Scriptures ; and fubmiiting t¢ a certain form of
government. -~ - -~ -

Of the ‘Oficers of the Church.
Examgi, OO0 Bleffed Lord, at firft, colle@ted his
nary of-  Church,out of different nations, and for-

fic™ med it into one body, by the miffion

of men endued with miraculows gifts, which
have, long fince, ceafed. -~ ~-- The
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p'c,;e,‘“i _ The ordinary and perpetual Officers;

ofiicers. in the Church, are, Bifbops or Pujtsrs ;
the reprefentatives of the Pecople, ufually ftiled
Ruling Elders ; and Deacons.

Of Bifbops or Paflors.

Names, &c.  The pafforal office isthe firft, in the
Church, both for dignity and ufefulnefs. Theperfon
whofills this office,hath,in Scripture, obtained dif-
ferent names, expreflive of bis various duties: As
He has the overfight of theflock of Chrift, he is
called: Bithop* : As He feeds them with fpi-
ritual food, he is fifed Paftor: As He ferves
Chrift in his church, he is tetmed Minifter :
As it is bis duty to be grave, and prudent, and
an _cxample of the flock, and to govern well in
the houfe and kingdom of Chrift, he is denomi-
nated Prefbyter or Elder : As He is the mef-
fenger of God; he is addreffed as the Angel
of the Church : As He is fent 1o declare the will
of God .t finners, and to befeech them to be
reconciled to -God -cthrough . Chrift, he is re-
prefented as. Ambaflador : And, as He difpenfes
the manifold grace of God, and the ordinances
inflituted by, Chrilt, he is fpoken of as Steward
of the myfteries-of God. -

" Of Ruling Elders.

Name, &c. - Ruling Elders are rqpqug the repre-
fentatives of the people, chofen by them, for the
purpofe of exercifing government and difcipline,

& As the officesnd charaler of the Golpel Miaifter is particu-
larly and fally defcribed, in the holy Scriptures, under the title of
Dim and o¢ this term is peculiarly expreflive of his duty, as aa

Overfser of the flack, it ought not to be rgjedted. -
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in conjun&ion with Paftors or Miniflers. This
office Jlns been underftood, by a great part of -
the Proteftant reformed Churches, to be defig-
nated, in the Holy Scriptures, by the .dde of
Governments ; and of thofe who rule well, but
do not labour in word and do&rine.

Of Deacons.

Name, &.  The Scriptures clearly point out Dea-
cons as diftin& officers in the Church, whofe bufi-
nefs it is, not to adminifter aay of the ordinances
of the Golpel, but to take care of the Poor,
and to diftribute among them the colle&ions
which may be raifed for their ufe. To them
alfo may be properly committed the manage-
ment of the temporal affairs of the Church.

Of the Ordinances in a particular Church.

Ordinances of ‘TheOrdinances,eftablithed by Chrifte
the Church- the Head,in a particularChurch, whiab
és regularly conftituted with its proper officers,
are,Prayer; finging Praifés; reading, expounding,
and preaching the Word of \God ; adminiftring
Baptifm and the Lord’s Supper ; public folemn
Fafting and Thank{giving ; Catechifing ; making
colle&ions for the Poor and other pious purpofes;
exercifing Difcipline; and blefling the People.

Of Church Government, and the Jfeveral kinds
of Yudicatories.

| Drfereat | I is abfolutely .nece]' that the go-
Jrdicatoriet. o ernment of the Chu::g be exercifed
under-fome certain and definite form : And we
hold it expedicnt,and agrecable to {criprure 3!11‘4
B the
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the pradice of the primitive Chriftiae, that the
Church be governed by Congregational, Pref-
byterial, and Syncdical Aflemblies. * In full con-
Jifeency with this Bellef; we embracé, in the fpirit
of charity, thofe Chtiftians who differ from us,
in opinion or in praftice, on thefe fubjeds.

Theis Pow. L hefe Affemblies ought not to pof-
ers. fefs any civil jurifdi®ion, nor to in-
fli&t any civil rpeuakics. Their power is whol-
ly moral or fpiritual, and that only minifterial
and declarative. They poflefs the right of re-
quiring obedience to the laws of Chrift; and
of excluding the difobedient and diforderly
from the privileges of the Church. To give
efficiency, however, to this neceflary and fcrip-
tural aothority, they poffefs the powers requi-
fite for obtaming evidence and infli®ting cen-
fure : They can call before them any o%cndcr

+againit the order and government of the Church:
They can require members, of their owa fo-
ciety, to appear and give toftimony on the caufe ;
but the higheft punithment, to which their au-
thority extends, is to exclude, the contuma-
cious and impenitent, from the Congregation
of believers.

Of the Congregational 4, embly or uMory,
u/uallyefjliled the {J"burcb Sg%bn.

Costtitient The Church Sefion confifts of the

Members of

the Church  Minifler or Minbfcr:,.and Elders of

Sefion. 2 particular Congregation.
Iu pow- fT] be Church Seffeanis competent to the
K fpiritual government of the congrega-
tion : For which purpofe, they have power to

inquire into the knowledge and Chriftian gog
u
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du& of all its members ; to call before them
offenders and witnefies, who are of their own
denomination ; to admonifh ; to rebuke; to ful-
pend or exclude, from the Sacraments, thofe
who are found to deferve the cenfures of the
Church; to concert the beft meafures for pro-
moting the fpiritual interefts of tbe Congrega-
tion ; and to appoint Delegates to the higher
Judicatories of the Charch. |
How obe  The Minifter fhall have a right to
comvened:  convene theSeflion when he may judge
it requifitc : And he ought, in all cafes, to con-
vene them, when requefted by any two or more
of the Elders.

Regites ~ We think it proper, that every
tobekert Chirch Seflion keep a fair regifter, of
Births ; of Baptifms ; of Marriages ; of perfons
admitted to the Lord’s table ; of Deaths in the
fociety ; and of other removals.

Of the Prefbyterial Affembly.
Neceity  The Church being divided into many

ot the Pref- . .
byrery. feparate  Congregations, thefe need
= ;?ltual counfe? and afliftance, {l; order

to preferve foundnefs of dodtrine, and regula-

rity of difcipline ; and to enter into common
meafures, for the promoting of knowledge and
religion, and for the preventing of the encroach-
ments of infidelity and error. Hence arife the
importance and ufefulnefs of Prefbyterial and

Synodical Affemblies.

Conttituent A Prefbytery confifts of all the Mini/-

Members fere, and one ruling Elder from each
Congregation, within a certain diftri&.

Every Congregation, which has a fettled Paf-
: tor,
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tor, has a right to be reprefented,in Preibytery,
by one Eider; and every Collegiate Church, by
two or more Elders, in proportion to its Minif-
ters. “Where there are two or more Congre-
gations, united under one Paftor, all fuch Con-
gregations fhall have but one Elder to reprefenc
them. Every Congregation, which has no fet-
tled Minifter, and is able and willing, in the
Judgment of Prefbytery, to fupport ene, fhall be
entitled to be reprefentcd, by a ruling Elder,
i this Fudicatory : and where there are two or
morc fuch Congregations, united for the main-
tenance of the Golgpcl, and, in their united ftate,
are of the defcription aforefaid, then fuch uni-
ted Congregations may be reprefented by one
Elder. Every Elder, not known to the Prel
bytery, fhall produce a certificate of his regu-
lar appointment, from #be Church which he re.
prefents.
Quorum Any three Minifters, and as many
of ia: Pref- Tldcrs as may be prefent, belonging to
7 the Prefbytery, being met, at the time
and place appointed, fhall be a Judicatory, com-
petent to the difpatch of bufinefs ; notwithftand.
ing the abfence of the other Members.
Powers . The Prefbytery bave cognizance of
:i:::;.‘::f' all things, th’;t :Zgard the welfare of
the particular Churches within their
bounds, which are not cognizable by the Secf-
fion : They have alfo a power of recciving and
iffuing appeals from the Seffions ; and referen-
ces, brought before them in an orderly man.-
ner ; of examining, and licenfing Candidates
for the Gofpel miniftry ; of ordaining, fettling,
removing, or judging Minifters ; of cxamininﬁ,
and approving or cenfuring the records of the
Scilions ;
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Seffions ; of refolving queftions of do&rine or
difcipline, ferionfly and reafonably: propofed ;
of condemning erroncous opinions, that injure
the purity or peace of the Church ; of vifiting
articular. churches, to inquirciow their ftate,
and redrefs the evils ihat may have arifen with-
in them ; of uniting, or dividing Congregatjons,
at the requeft of the people ; and of ordering
whatever pertains to the fpiritual concerns of
the Churches uader their care : and it fhall be
the duty of the Preibyteries to report, to the
Bynod, licenfures, ordinations, zbe difmiiling ot
receiving of Members, and the removal of Mcm-
bers by death. )
ow obe T0¢ Prefbytery fhall meet on their
sonveneds qyrn adjournmt.’?ts H and, when aoy ¢-
mergency fhali require a meeting, ({>oncr than
the time to which the Judicatory ftands adjourn.
ed, the Moderator fhall, with the concurrence,
or at the requeft, of two Minifters and two LI-
ders, the Elders being of different Congrega-
tions, call a2 meeting of the Prefbytery, by a
circular letter fent to every Minifter, and to the
Sudion of every vacant Congregation having a
right to fend a Reprefentative to the Judicatory,
in du= time previous to the meeting, which time
fhall be afcertained and recorded by each Pref-
bytery, and fhall not be lef than ten days : and
nothing fhall be tranfa&ed, at fuch fpecial meet.
ing, befides the particular bufinefs for which the
Judicatory bhas been thus convened.
O;ening of the At cach .mceting of Pl’dbytﬂ'y.
Pretbytery. 3 fermon fhall be delivered, if conve-
nient ; and every particular fefion fhall be o-
pened and concluded with prayer : The roll thall
be called, and the meeting recorded bythe Clerk,
w10
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who fhall enter the names of the Members pre-
{cot, and alfa of thofe Minifters who are abfent.

Of the Synodical Afembly.

Cosirnene _AS 2 Prefbytery is the Convention
Membersof of the Bifhops and Elders, within a
3"“ certain diftri& ; fo a Synod is the Con-
vention of feveral Prefbyteries, within a larger
diftri&.

Pewers  TBe Synod have power to admit and
thereof. 30% of appeals, regularly brought up
from the Prefbyteries ; to give their judgment
on all references, n ccclcﬁa%ical cafes, made to
them ; to review the Prefbytery books ; to re-
drefs whatever hath been done by Prefbyteries
coptrary to order ; to take effectual care that
Prefbyteries obferve the Conftitutions of the
Church ; to make fuch regulations, for the be-
nefit of their whole body, and of the Prefbyte-
ries and Churches under their care, as fhall be
agreeable to the word of God, and not contra-
di&ory to the decifions of the General Council ;
and to propofe, to the General Council, for their
adoption, fuch meafures as may be of common
advantage to the whale Ci Jrc{.

Of the General Council.

Stile of the fk GC!ICI’%' CounCil 1s thc highCﬁ
bighet Jo- Judicatory of the Prefbyterian Church;
2:,‘,'}.’,:’“;,‘ and fhall reprefent, in onc body, all the
wim  particular Churches of this denomina-
Cherch-  tion ; and fhall bear the ftile and title
of THE GENERAI COUNCIL OF THE
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE U.

NITED STATES OF AMERICA. T
' c
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Conftiment  The Gereral Couneil fhall confift

e Cenert Of an cqual delegation of Bifbope and
Covacil.  Flders, from each Prefbytery, in the
following proportion : wix. each Prelbytery,
confifting of not more than {x Migifters, thail
fend one Minifter and one Elder ; cach Pref-
bytery, confifting of more than fix Minifters and
not more than twelve, fhall fend two Minifters
and two Elders ; and in like prpportion, for e-
fix Minifters, in any Ptmm—y : And
tlfgc Delegates, fo appointed, fhall bear the ti-
tle of COMMISSIONERS TO THE GENE.
RAL COUNCIL.
Quorum Any fourteen, or more, of thefe Com-
thereof.  miffioners, one half of whom fhall be Mi-

nifters, bcxn‘ﬁﬁct, on the day, and at the place

appointed, be. mpetcnt to form a General
Council, and. t(g:oaeed o b
Powers uncil th rccclvc and iffue afl

::f the‘ ap caTs and rcfcrcnc;s, which mf:gbc rcé-
oune! r hrqught befare m th
mfcnorg;l:dxcatocdsics ; tlf:.ey ﬂuﬂ mo: the mi-
nutes and proccedings of ev ynod, to ap-
prove or ccnfur tl?gn c‘ZcIl thc:r ad-
vice and mﬁru&lons in a]l othcr $ (nbﬁ!m&
to them ; and they ﬂmll alfo cqgi&utc the bond
of wmion, peace, corrcfpondep¢e, and mutual

<confidence, among all our Churclies.
e of the er of confulting, realouing, andjnd
Couscll-  fn cosroverfies refpelling dofirine and

ifupbnc of seprovihg, wainiog, or bearing
teflimony. agnhl immorak.
ty is pn&nce, in any éhtmm, or Sy-

; of correfponding with foreign Churches ;
of mng a ftop to fchifmatical contentions and

@umxons
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difputations : and, in general, of recommending
and attempting reformation of manners ; and of
promoting charity, truth, and holinefs, through
all the Churches : and of erefting new Synods,
when they judge it neceflary.
Retritionof  DBEfore any overtures or regulations,
ihe power of propofed by the Council #o be ¢/2ablifh-
ed as ftanding rules, fball be obligatory
on the Churches, it fhall be neceflary to trant-
mit them to all the Prefbyterics, and to receive
the returns of, at leaft, a majority of the Pref-
byteries, in writing, approving thereof.

Of Elefting and Ordaining Ruling Elders and
Deacons.

Maving defined the Officers of the Church,
and the Affemblics by which it fhall be govern.
ed, it is proper here to prefcribe the modes in
which ecclefiaftical Rulers fhall be ordained to
their refpe&ive offices.

Modeof etec.  Every Congregation thall ele per-
ting Ruling fons, to the office of Ruling Elder,and
Eldess, &< 4o the office of Deacon, or cither of
them, in the mode moft approved and in ufe in

that Congregation.
Howwbe  When any perfon fball have been e-

ordsined. lefted to either of thefe offices, and fball
bave declarea bis willingnefs to accept thereof, he
thail be fet apart in the following manner.

3’:‘977;"“‘; After fermon, the Minifter thall pro-
Zlacs  and pofe to him, in the prefence of the Con-
Deacons.  gregation, the following queftions :
w0z,

L
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1. Do you believe the Scriprures, of the Old
and New Teftament, to be the word of God, the
only infallible rule of Faith and Pra&ice ?
~ II. Do you fincerely receive and adopt, the
Confeflion of Faith of this Church, as containing
the Syltem of do&rine taught in the holy Scrip-
turcs ? |

III. Do you approve of the Government and
Difcipline of the Prefbyterian Church, as exer-
cifed in thefe United States ?

IV. Do you accept the office of Ruling El-
der [or Deacon as the cafe may be] in this Con-
gregation, and promife faithfully to perform all
the duties thereof ?

obe oe  After baving anfwered thefe queftions
:’ar!t’ {; in the qﬁrman%e, {c fhaii bcf fcz apart,
PRyt by prayer, to the office of Eilder [or Dea-
con as the cafe may be ;] and the Minifter fball
give him, and the Congregation, an exbortation
Juited to the occafion.

Of Licenfing Candidates, or Prabationers, to
preach tke Gofpel.

Prebyteries . The holy Scriptures require, that
cenfe Pro- fome trial be previoufly had, of thofe
baiioners.  who are to be ordained to the miniftry
of the Gofpel, tharthis facred office may not be
degraded, by being committed to weak and un-
worthy men ; and thatthe Churches may have
an opportunity of judging of the competency of
the talents of thofc by whom they are to be in-
ftru@ed and governed. - For this purpofe Pre/-
byteries thall licenfe Probationers, to preach the
Gofpel ; that, after a competent trial of their

Sy C talents,
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talents, and recciving, from the Churches, a
good report ; They may, in due time, ordain
them to the paftoral office.
Tetimonials 1t 18 proper and requifite, that Can-
v be produ- didates, applying to the Prefbytery to
ced by c:;: be licenfed to preach the Gofpel, pro-
plying to be duce fatisfaltory teftimonials of their
9" good moral chara&er, and of their be-
ing regular members of fome particular Church :
And it is the duty of the Prefbytery, for their
further fatisfalion with regard to the real piety
of fuch Candidates, to examine them refpeting
their experimental acquaintance with religion,
and the motives which influence them to defire
the facred office. And iiis recommended, that the
Candidate be al/o required to produce a diplo-
ma, of Bachelor or Mafter of Arts, from fome
College or Univerfity ; or at leaft authentic tefti-
monials of his having gone through a regular
courfe of learning. ‘
Teas in  Becaufe it is highly reproachful to re-
order to ligion, and dangerous to the Church, to
Licenfe  intruft the holy miniftry to weak and ig-
norant men, the Prefbytery fhall try each Can-
didate, as 1o his knowledge of the Latin lan-
guage, and of the Original languages in which
the holy Scriptures were written : They fhall
examine bim, on the Arts and Sciences ; on
Theology, natural and revealed ; and on Eccle-
fiaftical hiftory. And, in order to make trial of
dis talents to explain and vindicave, and practi-
<cally to enforce the doétrines of the Gofpel, the
Predbytery fhall require of him, an Excgefis on
fome -common head of divinity ; a Homily ; a
Prefbyteriai exercife ; a Le&ure or explica-
tion of a portion of Scripture ; and a popular
Sermon :
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Sermon : Or other fimilar exercifes, to be held,.
at feveral fucceflive fefhions, till They fhall have
obtained fatisfaltion, as to bis picty, literature,
and aptefs to teach in the Churches.

The fudy of  That the moft effe&ual' meafures
oy mut may be taken, to giard againft she.
leat twoyears admiffion of infufficient men into the
beforeliceate. f3cred office, it is *ecommended, that
no Candidate, except in extraordinary cafes, be
licenfed ; unlefs, after his having completed the
the ufual courfe of academical fudies, he fhall
have ftudied divinity, at leaft two years, under
fome approved Divine, or Profeflor of Theo-
logy.. .

Eﬂg:dmﬂ“f Before the Prefbytery proceed to
Probationers, licenfe the Candidate, the Moderator
beforelicenfe. (h3]] requre of him. the following en-
gagements : wiz.

I. Do you believe the Scriptures, of the Old
and New Teftament, to be the word of God,
the only infallible rule of Faith and Praice ?

II. Do you fincerely receive: and adopt,the
Confeflion of Faith of this Church, as contain-
ing the fyftem of do&@rine taughtin the holy
Scriptures ? | '

III. Do you promife to ftudy the peace, uni-
ty, and purity of the Church ? ‘

IV. Do you promife to fubmit yourfelf, in
the Lord, to the government of this Prefbytery,
or of any other Prefbytery in the bounds of
which you may be ? ~
Manner of  The Candidate havinganfwered theft
licenfng.  aueftions in the affirmative, and the
Moderator having offered up a prayer fuitable
to the occafion, He fhall addrefs himfelf to the

. Candidate,
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Candidate, to the following purpofe : * In the
name of the Lord Jefus Chrift, and by that au-
thority, which he hath gwen to his Church for
its edification, we do licénfe you, to preach the
Gofpel, wherever God in his providence may
call you thereto : and, for this purpofe, may the
blefling of God reft upon you, and the Spirit of
Chrift fill your heart. = dmen. > And record
fhall be made of the licenfure, in the following

form : wiz.

Form of At the day of
e the Prefbytery of having receiv-
ed fufficient teftimonials, in favour of of

his having gone through a regular courfe of hi-
terature ; of his good moral chara&er ; and of
his being in the communion of the Church;
proceeded to take the ufual parts of trial for his
licenfure : And he baving given fatisfaltion, as
to his accomplithments in hterature; as to his
experimental acquaintance with religion ; and
as to his proficieney in Divinity, -and other ftu-
dies ; the Prefbytery did, and hereby do ex-
prefs their approbation of all thefe parts of trial :
and he having adopted the Confeflion of Faith
of this Church, and fatisfaltorily anfwered the
queftions, appointed to be put to Candidates to
be hcenfed, the Prefbytery did, and hereby do
licenfe him, the faid , to preach the
Gofpel of Chrilt, as a Probationer for the holy
miniftry, within the bounds of this Prefbytery,
or wherever he fhall be orderly called.

Tetimoniats”  When any.Candidate fhall, by the
of a Proba- permiffion of bis Prefbytery, remove
tioner: without its limits, an extra& of this
record, accompanied with a Prefbyterial re-

commendatici.,
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commendation, figned by the Clerk, fhall be his
teftimonials, to the Prefbyteny under whofe care
he thall come. S -

Of ibe Election, and Ordiuatian, of Bifops or
Paftors.

Achurcheit.  When any Probationer fball bave
;:f:". ° b preached, fo much to the fatisfiGion
order to ordi- Of any Congregation as that the peo-
eaden, (il ple appear difpofed to receive him “as
aace o2 Mi- their minifter, the Seflion thall folicit
pifter. the prefence and counfel of fome
neighbouring Niinifter, z0 {ﬁ&tbem in prepar-
ing a Call for him ; unlefs highly inconvenient
on account of diftance : in which cafe they may
proceed without fuch afliitance. - S
The day for  OR 2 Lord’s day, immediately af-
preparing the ter public worfhip, it fhall be imtima-
Seviondyane ted from the Pulpit, that all zhe mem.
pointed on 2 bers of that Congregation are requett-
Lord’s day. , . ,
ed to meet, on - enfuing, at
the Church, or ufual place for holding public
worthip ; then and there, if it be agrecable to
them, to preparca Call for- to be
taeir Pzftor. |
TheMisiter  (OQp the day appointed, the Minifier,
the- vaees of Whofe aﬂiﬁa)n;cep Pl?és been obtained,
voter e fhall preach a fermon, at the ufual fea-
bers,nd who fon for public worthip ; and, after
B s fermon, He thall announce to the Peo-
thefupportof Pple, that he will immediately proceed
the Church-  to take the voues of the Eie&ors of that
Congregation, in the cafe of |
whether or not he fhall be chofen to be their
Minifter. In this cle@ion, no perfon fhall be
¢ entisled
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entided to vote, who refufes tp fubmit to the
ecafuses of the Charch, regulardy adminiftred ;
or who docs not contribute his juft proportion,
according to his own engagements, or the rules
of that Church, to all its ncceflary expences.
‘b oo When the vorcs are taken, if it ap-
noc  vasal that & great proportion of the
R el le are averfe from the Candidate,
cwriify the a8 cannot be induced to concur in
sumber 204 the call, the affifting Minifter thall en-
of she Ditles- deavous to difluade the Congregation
Sean from profecuting it further. But if
the People be nearly, or cntixely, unamimous; .
or if the majority fhall infift upon their right to
call a Minifter ; then in that cafe,, the Minifter,
after ufing his ummoft endeavours to- perfuade
the Congregation to unanimity, fhall procced to
draw a call in duec form, and to have it fubfcri-
bed by the Eleftors ; certifying, at the fame
ume, the number and circumftances of thofe
who do not concur in the Call : 9/l which: pro-
czedings fball be laid before the Prefhytery,,to-
gether with the call,
The formof  The Calf fhall be in the following,.
2 Gl or like form : wviz.
~ The Congregation of being,
on fufficient grounds, well fatisfied of the minif-
terial gualifications of you
and having good hopes, from our paft experi-
ence of your labours, that your miniftrations in
the Gofpel will be profitable to our fpiritual in-
terefts, do carneftly call, and defire you, to un-
dertake the Paftoral office in faid Congregation ;
promifing you, in the difcharge of your duty, all
proper fupport, encouragement, and obedience,
in.
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in the'Lord : And, that you may be free from
worldly cares and avocations, we hereby pro-
mife, and oblige ourfelves, to pay to you, the
fum of in regular * payments,
during the time of your being, and conunuing,
the regular Paftor of this Church. In teftimo-
ny whereof, we have refpc&ively fubfcribed our
names, this day of A. D.
dttefied by A. B. Moderator of the mesting.

ACall my, DButifanyCongregation fhall choofe
mcertsinea- to fubfcribe their Call, by their El-
ferersy bl ders and Deacons, or cither, they fhall
dess or, Dea- be at liberty fo to do : but it fhall, in
conk fuch cafe, be fully certified, to the
Prefbytery, by the Minifter who prefided, that
they have been appointed, for this purpofe, by
a public vote of the Congregation ; and that
the Call has beén, in all other refpes, prepar-
ed as above dire&ted.

Acel (ofi-  When a Call fhall be prefented to
ordivation & 2Ny Minifter or CMdﬂtC, it fhall a/-
infalment.  gpgy¢ be viewed as a fufficient petition
from the people for his inftalment. The accep-
tance bf a Call, by a Minifter or Candidate, fhall
always be confiderd as a requeft, on his part, to
be inftalled at the fame time. ' And when a Can-
didate fhall be ordained, in confequence of a
Call from any Congregation, the Prefbytery fhall
always, at the fame time, ordain and him
Paftor of that Congregation. .

The

® his blank to be filled up with the words, quarterly, balf year-
ly, or! ¥y, as may beft fuit the Congregation.
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TheCillmat  The Call, thus prepared *, fhall be
n a’.:fm;,f prefeated to the P%ytcry, under
heey- whofe care the perfon called fhall be ;
that, if the Prefbytery think it expedient to re.
fent theCall 70 bim, it may be accordingly prefent-
ed: And no Minifter or Candidate fhall reccive 2

Call, but through the hands of the Prefbytery.

Howeo pro. 11 the Call be to the Licentiate of
csedwhenthe another Prefbytery, in that cafe the

i ;
Calie o the Commifioners, deputed from -the

antbecPrei- - Comgregation to profecute the Call,
T fhall produce, to that Judicatory, a
certificate from their own Prefbytery, regularly
attefted by the Moderator and Clerk, that they
arc in order.  If that Prefbytery prefent the
Call to their Licentiate, and he be difpofed to
accept it, they fhall then difmifs him from their
{;u'ifdi&ion, and require him to repair to that

refbytery, into the bounds of which he is call-
cd, and there to fubmit himfelf to the ufual trials

preparatory to ordination,

TrialefrOr-  Trials for ordination, efpecially in

dinsdon. 3 different Prefbytery from that in
which

® Inafmuch as the comfort and honor of the miniftry greatly de-
pends, on the ealy and decent provifion which is gade for their fami.
Lies after their death ; it is highly expedizat, that each Congregation
thould depofit, in the widows fund, fucl a {um as fhall be fufficient to
fecure, to the famiiy of their Paftor after his death, one of the annui-
ties promifed by them to the Contributors : provided that the Corpo-
ration (hall fipulate with them, that the faid sonuity fhail be paid, to
the family of their Paltor, and to the families of his fucceffors in the
fame charge forever, who fhall die during the continuance of their paf-
toral relation to the faid Congregation. And provided they further en-
gage, that no depofition, fufpenfion, or removal, of any of their Paf-
wors, thall ever deprive their families of the expefted asnuities ¢ pro-
vided that fuch depofed, fufpended, or removed Paftor fhall continue,
during his life, to pay his snnual rate to the fund, or fhall fettle in a-
nether Congregation that bas made a fimilar provifien fos thejgiPattor

and hi' flmily.
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which the Candidate was liceafed, thall congl}
of a careful examination, ‘as to bis ‘acqizaintance
with expe-imental religion 5 as -to bis knowledge
of Philofophy, Theology, Ecclefaftical hiftory,
the Greek and Hebrew languages, and fuch o-
ther branches of learning as to the Prelbytery
may appear requifite ; and as o.bis knowledge
of the Coaflitution, the rules and principles of
the Goveroment and Difcipline of the Church
tagether with fuch written difcourfes, founded
on the word of God, as to the Prefbytery fhalt
fcem proper.. The Prefbytery, being fully fatis-
fied with his ‘qualifications for the facred office,
fhall appoint a convenient day ¥or his ordination,
which ought to be, if convenicat, in that Church_
of which he is to be the Minifer.
Peebywrybe- Lhe day appointed for ‘ordination
i T being come, and the Prefbyrery con-
mall  be vened, a member of the Prefbytery,
preached, &¢- previoufly appointed to that duty,
fhall preach a ferman adapted to the occafion.
T he fame, or another member appointed to pre-
fide in this bafinefs, thall afterwards bricfly re-
cite from the pulpit, in the audience of tke peo-
ple, the proceedings of the Prefbytery prepara-
tory to this tranfa&ion : He fhall point out the
nature and importance of the ordinance ; and
endeavour to imprefs the audience with a pro-
per fenfe of the folemaity of ¢he tranfa&ion.

Eapigemests  Then addreffing himfelf to the Can-
trl.)qcfe whoare didate, he thall PfOPOfC 10 him the fole
ordsined.  Jowing queftions : wviz.

I. Do you believe the Seripeares, of the Old
and New Teftament, to be the word of God,
the guly infallible rule %’ Faith and Pradtice !
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1. Do you fincerely reccive and adopt, the
Caiifeflion of Faith of this Church, as contain-
m§ the. fyftem of ‘do&trine taughit in the holy
Seriptures ?

11I: Do yon’ a%[;rovc of the Govctnﬁxcnt and-
d¥cip line of the Prefbyterian Church, as exer-
c:fcd in thefe United Statcs P

“1V. Do you promife fubje&tion to your Bre-
thren itf the Lord & -

' V, Have you been induced, as far as youn
Know your own heart, to feck the office of the
holy miniftry, Yrom Tove 10 God, and a fincere
defire to prouiotc tps glory in the Gofpel of his
Jon ?

-*4/1. Doyou p:ormfc t0 be zealons and faith-
ful in maintainigg she ttuths of the Gofpel, and
thé urity and peace of the Church ; whatever

c'cuupn, or oppofition, may anfc unto you
oh- tB,at account -

'Vll Do you engage to be faithful and dili-
gent, in the exercife of all private and perfonal
duties, which become you asa Chriftian and a
Midifter of the Gdfpel ; as wellas in all relative
dugles, and the ublxc duries of your office, en-
deavouring to adorn the profeffion of the Gof-

1 by your converfation ; and walking, with ex-
efiplary piety, before the flock, over which
God ﬂib.l! make you Overfeer ?

Eogogements  10€ Candidate having anfwered
rigpied of thefe . queftions in the affirmative,

P%  the Modcrator fhall demand of the

People :
r'I- Do you, the Peaple of this Congregation,
cpmmuc to profefs your readinefs to reccive
» Whom you have called, to be your

M 2
nier IL
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II. Do you promife to receive the word of
truth from his mouth, with mecknefs and love ;
and to fubmit to hin, Witk huﬁnﬁty, in the due

xil}lk of Difcipline ? . .

‘Do you promifet to i{lco’urf c him, in “his
arduous labour, and to affift his endéavours for
your ioftrniftion and fpiritual edification ?

IV. And do you engage to comtinue to him;
while he is your Paftor,-that competent worldly
maintenaace whichyou have promifed; and what-
ever clie you may fee necdﬁul., for thc honour of
religion, and bis comfort among you?
Mede of or-  The People hayiag anfwered thcfc
dinavoa. queﬁnons, in the affrmci sive, by hold.
ing up cheir right hands, the Capdidate ihall kneel
down, in the moft comvenient part of the
Church : Then the prefiding Bithop fhall, b:
prayer, and with ¢he layiag on of the hands oyf
the Prefbytcsy, according to the Apoftolic ex-
ample, folemajy ordain him te the hol office of
the Gofpel tmmftry Prager being cnd:d he
fhall rife from his koees ; and ihe Mxmﬁcr who
prefides thall firf, and afterwards all.the ‘mem.
bers of the:Prefbytery in ‘their:order, take .him
by the right hand faymg, in: words to.. this
purpofe, * We give you the right hand of Fel-
lowihip, to take part of this miniftry with us.?’
-After which. the Minifter prefidig, :or fome . e-
ther appointed for the, purpofe, iall g:vc a fo-
lemn charge, in the name of\God, to the ncw-
ly ordained Bithep, and to the people, to. perfe-
vere in the difcharge of their muzual duties ; and
fhall then, by prayer, recommend thcm both to
the grace of God, and his hely kecping : and
finally, after ﬁnglng of a pfalm, fhall dlﬁmfs the
Congregation with the ufual blefing. And the
Prefbytery fhall duly record the tranfaéhon.

of
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Of Tranflation, or removing a Minifier from one
Charge to anather.

Toafuton  No, anhop fhall be tranflated’ from,
¥ ehebrel. One Church to another, nor fhall he

ey receive any Call for. that purpofe, but
by the, pqr,mxﬁion of the Prdbytcry ‘

Mode of pro- Any Church, defiring to. call a fet-
cedwre "~ in gled Minifter from his prefent. charge,
w89 fhall, by Commiffioners praperly au-
thorized, rcprd'cnt to.the Prefb ytery the ground
on which they. plead. his rcmoval. The Pref-
bytery, having mmrdy confidered: their plea,
may, according as. it appears more or lefs rea-
fonable, cither reeommend to them to defift trom
ofecuting the Call ;. or may. order it to be de-
z:crqd to thc Mm&er ro. whom ic is direSed,
together with a written citation, to him and his
Congregation, to appear before the Prefbytery
at zheir. next meeting.  This eitation ﬂnll be
tcad from the pulpit in that Church, by a mem.
ber. of the. Prefoytery appointed- for. that pur-
pofe, immediately after public worthip ; fo that,
at lgaﬁ, two fabbaths fhall intervene, betwixe
zhe citation, and the mecting of the Prefbyt
at which the caufe of tranflation is to be ‘?
dered. The Prefb g:vy , being met, and having
beard the partics, upon the whole view of
the. cafe, cisher continue him in bis former
charge, or.tranflate him, as they fhall deem to be
moft for the peace and cdaﬁcanon of the Church;
or refer the whole affair- to the Synod, at thcu'
scx(mccnng, for their advice and dire&ion.

When
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poseofpro.  When the Congregation, calling
:;‘:“'&mf: any fettled Minnter, & within the lia
is f anocher Mits of another Prefbytery, that Coa-
Prebyiery.  gregation fhall obtain leave, from the
Prefbytery to which they belong, to apply to the
Pre{bytery of which he is 2 member: And that
Prefbytery, having cited bim and his Congrega-
tion as before dire&ed, thall proceed to hear and
ifluc the caufe. If they agree to the tranflation,
they fhall releafe bimZom his prefen: charge ;
and, having givea him proper seftimonials, fhall
require him to repair to that Prefbytery, within
the bounds of which the Congregasion calling
him lics, that the proper fteps may be taken for
his regular fertlement in that Congregation :
'And the Prefbytery, to which the Congregation -
belongs, having reccived an authenticated cer-
tificate of his releafe, under the hand of the
Clerk of that Prefbyt:ry, fhall proceced to in.
ftal him, in the Congregation, as foon as conve-
picat.  Provided ahways, that no Bithop or Paf-
tor fhall be tranflated, without his own ¢onfent
previoufly obtained. o
Infialmene WV hen any Minifter is to be fertledina
conftiaes  Congregation, the inftalment,which con-
.. fifts in conflituting a paftoral relation be-
rween him and the people of that part-
cular Church, may be performed, cither by the
l;!;:fbytcry,f orby a Comimco&lppmn' ted for
that purpofe ; as may appear moft expedient:
and the following y<,>rdcr- fhalt be obferved
therein, '

Jotice of the A &ay ﬂlaﬂ be appointed for the
:‘?’u“‘f‘ t' mftalment, at fuch time as may appear
gen- moft convenient, and due notice there-

of given to the Congregation.
: &8 When
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A Sermon  When the Prefbytety, or Commit-
aii be celi- tee, fhall be convened and conftitu-
v “& ted, on the day appointed, a fermon
fhall be dclivered, by fome onc of the members
previ sofly appointed thereto ; immediately after
which, the Bithop, whe is to prefide, thall ftate
to the Congregation the defign of their meeting
and briefly recnte the proceedinggs of the Pref-
bytery relative thereto. And then; sddrefling
himfelf to the Minifier to be inftalied, thall pro-
pofe to him tire following or fimilar queftions:
IrPalment 1. Areyou now willing to take the
consts 1o chargeiof this Congregation, as their
T aaant of Paftor, agreeably to your declaration
Minie and atatcoptingtheir Calf 2
“pe 1. Db you confcientioufly believe’
and declare, a3 far as you know your own heart,
that, in taking upos .you this-chatge, you are
influenced by afmcere defire to promote the
-glory of God, and :he good of bis Church?
1I1. Do you fofemnly promife, that, by fhe
affifignce:of the grace of God, you will endea-
vour faithfully to difcharge -all the duties of a
‘Paftor ro this Congregarion, and will be careful,
-to ‘maintain 2 deportment in all refpéts becom-
ing a Minifter of the Gofpel of Chrift, agreea-
-bly to your Ordmation cagagéments ! To all
‘thefe having received fatiffa@ory -anfwers, He
‘fhall propofc 1o'the Pecople-the fame,- or ke
queftions, as thofe direted under the head of
ordimation ; whith having bees alfo fatisfadto-
rily anfwered, by holding up their right hand,
‘in teftinrony of .affent, He fhall folemnly pro-
sounce and declare tae faid Migifter to be regu-
larly “conftituted the Paftor of that Congrega-

tion.
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tion. A charge fhali thea be-given to both par-
ties, as dire&ed in the affair of ordination ; and;
after prayer. and finging a pfalm adapted to-the
tranfa&ion, the Congreg:tion fhall be difmifled
1:rith the ufpal benedi@ion. ‘

deis asd  Jr i highly becoming, that, afeer the
i if:_ﬁ folcmnitygdfythc inftalment, the heads
v b, of Families of that Congregation who
their Minif are then prefent, or at leaft the Elders,
. and thofe appointed to take care of the
temporal concerns of that Church, thould come
forward to their Paftor, and give him their right
hand, in token of cordial roception and affec-

tionate regard. .

Of refigning @ Pafloral- Charge.
The Congre-  When any Minifier fhall labour

gation muft

be cited 204 Under fuch grievancasgoin his Congre-
beard. gation, as that he. thall defirc leaye 19

refign his paftaral charge, the Prefbyrery fhall:

cite the Congregation to appear; by their- Comn.
miflioners, at-their next meeting, to thew .caufe,,

if any they have, why. the Prefbytery {hould nes:
aecept the refignation.  If the Congregation fail.
to -appeae,-ot- if their reafons for rewining thei.

Paftor be decmed by the Brefbyscry infufficiens,
he fhall have leave granted to refign his paftoral
charge ; of which due record fhall be made,
and that Church fhall be held to b vacant, till
fypplied again, in an orderly manner, with ano-
ther Miniffer : And if any Congregation fhall

defire to be releafed from their Paftor, a fimilar-

procefs, mutatis mutandis, fhall be obferved.

o
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Of Mijfons.

When vacancies become fo numerous, in any
Prefbytery, that they cannot be fupplied with
- the frequent adminiftration of the Word and or-
dinances, it thall be proper for fuch Prefbytery,
or any vacant Congregation within their bounds,
with the leave of the Prefbytery, to apply to a-
ny other Prefbytery, or to any Synod, or to the
General Council, for fuch affiftance as they can
afford. And, when any Prefbytery fhall fend
any of their Minifters or Probationers to diftant
vacancies, the Miffionary fhall be ready to pro-
duce his credentials to the Prefvytery or Pref.
byteries, through the bounds of which he may
pafs, or at leaft 10 a Commirtee thereof, and ob-
tain their approbation. And the General Coun-
cil may, of their own knowledge, fend miffions,
to any part, to plant Churches, or to fupply va-
cancies : And, for this purpofe, may direét any
Prefbytery to ordain Ewvangelifts, or Minifters
without relation to particular Churches : Pro.
vided always, that fuch miflions be made with
the confent of the parties appeinted ; and that
the Judicatory fending them make the neceffary
provifion for their fupport and reward in the
performance of this fervice.

Of Moderators.

A Maderator It is cqually neceflary in the Judi-
mecefy- catories of the Church, as in other

affemblies, that there fhould be a Moderator or
Prefident ; that the bufinefs may be conduéted
with order and difpatch.

The
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Theauthori-. The Moderator is to.be confidered
of the Mode. as poflefling, by dclegation from the
vator. whole body, all authority neceffary
for the prefervation of order ; for conpvening
and adjourning the Judicatory ; and dire&ing
its operations according to-the rules of the
Church. He is to propaofe to the Judicatory
every fubje&t of deliberation. that comes before
them.. He may propofc what appears to him
the moft regular and fpeedy way of bringing a-
ny bufinefs to iffue. He fhall prevent the mem-
Bers from interrupting each other ; and require
them, in fpeaking, always to addrefs the -Chair.
Ke fhall prevent a fpeaker from deviating from
the fubje& ;. and from ufing perfonal refleQions.
He fhall filence thofe who refufe to obey order.
He fhall prevent members who attempt to leave
the Judieatory without leave obtained from him.
He fhall, at a proper-feafon, when the delibera-
tions are ended, put the queftion and call the
votes. Ifthe Judicatory be equally divided he
fhall pofic(s.the cafting vote. If he be net will-
ing to decide, he fhall put the queftion a fecond.
time : and if the Judicatory be again equally
divided, and he decline to give his vote, the
queftion fhall be loft. In all queftions he fhall
give a concife and clear ftate of the ob%e& -of
the vote ; and the vote being taken, fhall then de-
clare how the queftion is decided. And he fhall
likewife, when properly advifed, convene tlic Ju.
dicatory, by his. cxrcufa.r_ letter, before the ordi-
nhary time of meeting. - ,
The Miniter ~ 'The Paftor of the Congregation
perpecusiMo- fhall always be the Moderator of the
Church Sef- Church Seffion ; except when, for
prudential reafons, it may appear ad-

E vifeable
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vifeable that fom~ other Minifter thou!d be invi.
ted to prefide : in which cafe’ the Paftor may,
with the concurrence of the Seffion, invits fuch
other Minifter as they may fee meet, belonging
to the fame Prefbytery, to prefide in that affair.
In this Jud:catory, therefore, the Moderaror i is
continual : but, in the vacancy of any Church,

the Moderator ﬁull be the Minifter fent to thcm
by the Prrfbytcry ; or invited by the Seffion 1o
prefide on a particular occafion.  In Coagrega.
tions, where therc are Collca, Jues, they ﬁmU

when prefent, altcmat»ly prcﬁdc in the Sdﬁon

TheModers.  The Moderator of the Prcfbytcry
Weofthe o~ fhll be chofen from year to year, ot
tories how to at every meeting of the Prefbytery,
bochold 25 the Prc{bytcry may think " beft,
The Moderator, of the Synod, and of the Gen-
eral Council, fhall be chofen at each meeting
of thofe Judicatories : and the lat Moderato#

prefent fhall open the meeting with a fermon,

and thall ho!d the chair ull a2 pew Modcra;or bc
chofca.

Of Privilege,

~ It fhall be the privilege of any member of a
Judicatory to fpeak, in his proper order, to any
queftion, with leave from the Moderator. ‘The
Moderator fhall give lcave to the perfon wha
firft rifes : but if two, or more mcqlbcrs, are
judged to have rifen 2t the fame time, the Mo-
derator fhall determine which ﬁull fprak firft.

Any member fhall have a right to ptopofc any
qucition, relative to the bufinefs of the Church,
er 4o the interefts of religion, and ro have it put

- %o vorc ; provided only, that his motion be fe-
conded
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conded by another member. If any member
conceive his priveleges to be unjuttly controuled
by the Moderator, he may appeal to the Judica-
tory, who fhall determine the point of privilege
by a vot¢ ; and the Moderator and member

muft fubmit to the fuffrage of the judicatory.
Of Clerks.

Every Judicatory fhall chooie a Clerk, to re-
cord their tranfactions, whofe continuance fhall
be during pleafure. It fhall be the duty of the
Clerk, befides recording the tranfa&tions, to pre-
ferve them carefully ; and vo grant extra@s from
them, whenever properly required : and fuch
éxtradts, under the hand of the Clerk, fha// be
confidered as authentic vouchers, of the fau&
which they declare, in any ccclefiaftical Judica-
tory, and to every part of the Church.

Of wacamt Congregations affembling for Public
Wor/hip.

Confidering that the numiter of our Congre-
gations is fo greatly fuperior to the number of
Niinifters who are to fupply them, and that this
difproportion is daily increafing, in the extend-
ed and growing fettlements on the fromtiers ;
and confidering the great importance of weekly
aflembling the people, for the public worthip of
God ; in order thereby to improve their know-
ledge ; to confirm their habits of worthip, and
their defire of the public ordinances ; to aug-
ment their reverence for the mof¢ bigh God ; and
to promote the charttable afic@ions which unite
men moft firmly in fociety : Itis recommended,

that every vacant Congrégation meet together,
on
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on the Lord’s day, at one or more places, for
the purpofe of prayer, finging praifes, and read-
infg the holy Scriptures, together with the works
of fuch approved Divines, asthe Prefbytery,
within whofe bounds they are, may recommend,
and they may be able to procure ; and that the
Elders or Deacons be the perfons who fhall pre-
fide, and fele& the portions of Scripture, and of
the other books, to be read ; and to fee that

the whole be conduéted in a becoming and or-
derly manner.

Of Commiffioners to the General Cauncil.

commifioners T he Commiflioners. to the Gene-
éail be ap- ra] Council fhall always be appoint-
ﬁ‘,:’[';’d,;;:ﬂf; ed, by the Prefbytery from which
of the Preby- they come, at its laft ftated meeting
e immediately preceding the meeting
of the General Council ; provided, that there
be a fufficient interval, between that time and
the mceting of the Council, for the Commiffi-
oncrs to attend their duty in due feafon : other-
wife, the Prefbytery may make the appointment
at any ftated mecting, not more than feven
months preceding the mecting of the Council.
And as much as poflible to prevent all failure
in the reprefentation of the Prefbyteries, arifing
from unforefeen accidents to thofe firft appoint-
ed, it may be expedicnt for cach Prefbytery, in
the room of each Commifioner, to appoint alfo
an alternatc Commifliener, to fupply his place,
in cafe of neceffary abfence. |

Fom of a Each Commiflioner, before his
Commiffion. - name fhall be enrolled as a member of

the Council, fhall produge, from his Prefbytery,
a
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commiflion under the hand of the Moderator
and Clerk, in the following or like form : wiz.

¢¢ The Prefbytery of being met at
on the day of doth

hereby appoint Bithop of the
Congregation of Eor ruling
Elder in the Congregation o as

the cafe may be ;J”’ (to which the Prefbytery
may, if they think proper, make a fubftitution in
the following form, ¢ or in cafe of his abfence,

then Bithop of the Congre-
gation of for ruling Elder
in the Congregation of as the cafe may

be ;7) to be a Commiffioner, on behalf of this
Prefbytery, to the next Geéneral Council of the
Prefbyterian Church in the United States of A-
merica, t0 mect at on the
day of A, D. or wherever, and
wgcncvcg_ thefaid ¢ Council may happen to fit ;
to confult, vote, and determine, on all things
that may come before that body, according to
the principles and conftitutions of this Church,
and :he Word of God. And of his diligence
herein, he is to render an account at his return.
Signed, by order of the Prefbytery,
' Moderator,

. ) . Clcr .”

- And the Prefhytery fhall make record of the
appointment.
Commifions  Thefe commiffions fhall, if poffible,
fallbe dci- be delivered to the Clerk of the
Clerk at the Council, in proper feafon, that be may
fc# Scfien:  have the rolls of the Council com.
pleted before the firft fefion. Commiflions, not
produced at the opening of the Gouncil, fhall afver-

wards
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wards be dclivered only in the iatervals betweef
the feflions, Every Commiffioner fhall have a
right to dcliverate i the Council ; but none
fhall be entitled to vote, until their hames have
been enrolled by the Clerk, and their commif-
fions publicly read, and filed among the papers
of the Council.

The counet 1 1€ General Council fhall meet,
mat  mece gt leaft, once in every year, on the
onee 4 year. Tuefday of and
a‘terwards on their own adjournments.  If there
be not a fufficient number, for the tranfation
of bufinefs, convened before 12 o’clock, oa that
day, thofe who are prefent fhall have power w0
adjourn, from day to day, till a fofficient num-
ber fhall have met to conftitute a Council:

2.4 e On the day, to which the General
o:ened with Council ftands adjourned, and be-
3 oermol- tween the hours of eleven and twelvey
tae Moderator cf the laft General Council, if
prefent ; or, in cafe of his abfence, the fenior
Minifer prefeat, fhalt open the mecting with a
fermon.  After fcrmon, the Members being
in the houfe where the Counciiis to hold its
{cflions, the fame Minifter who preached fhall,
by, prayer, publicly implore the blefing and di-
re€tion of Almighty God ; and fhall cotinue to
prefide till a new moderator be chofen. For
this purpofe he fhail call for the commiffions of
thofc prefent ; which being read, and the names
of the Mcmbers enrolled in order, if there be a
Luorum, tbey thall chufe a Moderator.

Mode o . Each feflion of the Council, as of
foving e all the other Judicatories of the
Cowcl- Church, fhall be introduced and con-

duded with prayer. .And the whole bufinefs tof |
cL the
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the Council being fnifbed, and the vote being
taken for daﬁ'olvmg the prefent Council, the
Modcrator fhall fay from the Chair : < By vir-
tue of the authority delegated to me by the
Chuarch, let this Gepera! Council be diffolved ;
and I do hercby diffolve it, and require anozhct
Council, chofen in the fame manner, to meet at
on the day of
A. D. 2’  After which he thall pray,
and return thanks to God for his great mercy
and goodnefs, and pronounce, on thofe prefear,
the . pq/talzc benedi&ion.
Expences of 10 order, as far as poffible, to pro-
Duicgstes to cure a refpe&able and full delegation
be cehrjed 1o all our Judicatories, it is proper,
that the expences of Minifters and Elders, in
their attendance on thefe Judicatorics, be de-
frayed, by the bodies which they rcfpe@ively
rcprcfcnt.

Forms of Procefs in the Judicatories of this Church.

With regard to Scandals, or offences that
may arife in our Chunrches, we agree to obferve
the following rules of proceeding. |

I. Inafmuch as all baptized perfons are
Membsrs of the Ghurch, they are under its
care, and fubje®t 1o jts goyernment and difci-
pline ; and, when they have arrived at the years
of dlfcrttlon, they are boupd to performall the
dutics of Chur:homcmbcrs ,

II. Na accufation thal} be admitted, as the
foundation of a procefs before an ecclefiattical
Judicatory, bnt where fuch offences are aliedg-
cd, as appear, from the Word of God, to merit
the public notice and cenfure of the "Church :

and,
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and, in the accufation, the rimes, places, and
circumftances, thould be afcertained, if poflible ;
thas -the accufed may have an opportunity to
prove an alibi ; or to extenuate, or alieviate his
crime. | |

III. No complaint or information, on the
fubje& of perfonal and private injuries, fhall be
admitted ; unlefs thofe means of reconciliation,
and of privately reclaiming the offender, bave
been ufed, which are required by Chrift, Mat.
XVIIL 15, 16. And, in all cafes, the ecclefia-
{tical Judicatories, in receiving accufations,. in
conduding procefles, or infliGing cenfures,
ought to avoid, as far as poffible, the divulging
of offences, to the fcandal of the Church : be-.
caufe the uaneceflury fpreading of. fcandal har-
dens and enrages the guilty, grieves the godly,
and dithonours religion.  And if any private
Chriftian fhall isduftrioufly fpread the know-
ledge of an offence, unlefs in profecuting it be-
fore the proper Judicatories of the Church, ke
fhall be liable to cenfure, as an uncandid flan-
derer of his brother.

IV. When complaint is made of a crime,
cognizable before aty Judicatory, no more fhall
be done at the firk mecting, unlefs by confent
of parties, than to give the accufed a copy of
each charge with the names of the witnefles to
fupport it ; and a titation of all concerned, to
appear at the next meecting of the judicatory,
to have the matter fully heard and decided.
Notice fhall be: given to the parties concerned,
at leaft ten days, previoufly to the meeting of
the Judicatory. - |

V.
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V. The Judicatory, in many cafes, may find
1t more for edification, to fend fome Members to
converfe, in a private manner, with the accufed
perfon ; and, if he confefs guili, to endeavour
to bring him to repentance ; than to proceeu
immediately to citation. -

VI. When an accufed perfon, or a witnefs, -
refufcs to obey the citation, he fhall be cited a
{econd and a third time ; and if he ftill continue
to refufe, he thall be excluded fromn the com-
munion of the Church, for his contumacy ; un-
ul he repent. ' .

VII. No crime fhall be confidered as eftablifh-
ed by a fingle witnefs.

VIII.  The oath, or affirmation, to be taken
by a wiwmefs, fhall be in the following, or like
terms ¢ *¢ [ folemnly promife, in the prefence
of the omnifcient and heart-fearching God, that
I will declare the truth, the whole truth, and
nothing but the truth, according to the beft of
:ny knowledge, in the matter in which I am call-
ed to witnefs, as / fhall anfwer it to the great
Judge of quick and dead.”

IX. The trial fhall be open, fair, and impar-
tial : the wiinefles fhall be examined in the
prefence of the accufed, or at leatt after he fhail
have received due citation 1o attend ; and le
fhall be permitted to afk any queftions tending
to his own exculpation. '

X. No witnefs, afterwards to be examined,
fhall be prefent, during the examination of anoc-
ther witnefs, on the fame caufe.

X]. The teftimony, given by witnefles, muft
be faithfully recorded, and read to them, for
their approbation or fubfcription. '

F XII.
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XII The jundgment fhall be regularly enter-
¢d on the records of the Judicatory ; and the
partics fhall be allowed copies of the whole pro-
ceedings, if they: demand them : And, in cafe of
references or appeals, the Judicatory appealed
Jfrom fhall fend authentic copies of the whole
procefs to the higher Judicatories. @~ =~

XIM. The perfon found guilty fhall be ad-
monithed, or rebuked, ‘or excluded from Church
privileges, as the cafe fhall appear to deferve ;
and this only till he give fatisfattory evidence of
repentance. = I
~ XIV? The fentence fhall be publithed, only
in the Church or Churches which have been of-
fended : or, if it be a matter of fmall import-
ance, and it thall appear moft for edification
not to publith it, it may pafs only in the Ju.
djcatory. T |
'XV. ‘Such grofs offenders, as will not be re-
claimed by the private or public admonitions of
the Church, are to be cut off from its commu-
njon, agreeably to our Lord’s dire&ion, Mat.
XVII 17. and the ‘Apoftolic injuntion refped-
ing the inceftuous perfon, I Cor. V. 1 .
But as'this is-the higheft cenfure of the Church,
. and of the moft folemn nature, it is not to be
inflifled, without the advice and confent of, at
leaft, the Prefbytery uiider whofe care the par-
ticular Church is, t6 which the offender belongs ;
or the advice of 2 higher Judicatory, as the cafe
may appear to require.

XVI. " All procefles, in cafes of fcandal thall
commence, within thé fpace of onc year, after
the crime fhall have beén commirtted ; unlefs
it fhall have become receatly flagrant.

XV
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- XVII. Whenany Member fhall remove from
bne Congregation to another, he fhall produce
proper tcftimonials-of his Church-memberthip,
before he be admitted to Cliurch-privileges ;
unlefs the Church, to which he removes; has o-
ther fatisfaory means of information.

Of Procefs againft a Bifbop or Miniffer.

As the fuccefs of the Gofpel, in a great mea-
fure, depends upon the credit and good report of
its Minifters, each Prefbytery ought, with the
greateft attention, to watch over all their Mem-
bers ; and 76 be careful to cenfure them, whed
teceflary, with impartiality ; either for perfonal
crimes, which they may commit in common with
other men : or thofe that are vocational, arifing
from the mannér in which they may difchargs
their important office.

I. Procefs, againft a Gofpel Minifter, fhal
alwiys be entered before the Prefbytery of
which he is 2 member ¢ But, tn cafe of crimes
committed without the limits of that Prefbytery,
evidence fhall be taken, atthe inftance of the
Prefbytery within which che offerice has been
committed ; and the whole proof, authentica-
ted under the hand of the Moderator and
Clerk, thall be tranfmitted to the Judicatory be-
fore which he'is to be tried. ,
- H. Procefs, againft 2 Gofpel Minifter, fhall
not .be entered upon ; unlefs fome perfon er
perfons undertake to make out the charge ; or
when common fame fo loudly proclkims the fcane
dal, that the Prefbytery find it neceflary to pro-
fecute, and fearch into dthe ‘mmatter, for the bo-
nour of religion. -

o

.‘
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ITI. The fuccels of the Gofpel greatly de.
pends on tbe unblemifbed charaler of in Mini-
nifiers, their foundnefs in the. Faith, and holy,
and exemplary converfation. It is the duty of
all Chriftians to be very cautious in gking up an
ill report of any man, but efpecially of a Mini-
fter of the Gofpel. If, therefore, any man
know a Miuifter guilty of a private cenfurable
fault, he fhould warn him in private ; but it
he perfift in it, or it become publiz, he' fhould
apply, to fome other Bithop of zbe Prefbytery,
for his advice in the matter.

~IV. When comgplaint is laid before the Pref-
bytery, it muft be reduced to writing, and no-
thing farther be done at the firft meeting, unlefs
by confent of parties, than giving the Minifter
a full copy of the charges, with the names of
the witnefles annexed thereto ; and citing all
i:artics, and their witnefles, to appear and be

card at the hext meeting ; which meerting
fhall not be fooner than tem days after fuch
citation.

- V. At the next meeting of the Prefbytery,
the charges muft be read to him, and his an-
fwers heard and recorded. If it appear necefla-
1y to proceed farther, the Prefbytery ought to
labour to bring him to confeffion ; and if he
confefs, and the matter be bafe and flagitious ;
fuchi as drunkennefs, uncleannefs, or crimes of a
higher nature ; however penitent he may ap-
pear, to the fatisfa&ion'om, the Prefbytery
muft, without delay, fufpend him from the ex-
“ercife of his office, or depofe him from the mi-
uiftry ; and appoint him a due time to confefs
publicly before the Congregation offended, and
10 profefs his repentance.
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VI: The profecutor fhall be previoufly warn-
ed, chas, if he fail to prove the charges, he muft
himfelf be cenfured, as a flanderer of the Gof«
pel miniftry. '

VII. It a Minifter, accufed of atrocious
crimes, being three times duly cited, fhall refufe
to attend the Prefbytery, he muftbe immediate-
ly fufpended : and if, gfter another citation, he
till refufe to artend, he fhall be depofed as con-
tumacious.

VHI. If the Minifter, when he appears, will
not confefs, but denies the fafts alledged againft
him ; if, on hearing the witnefles, the charges
appear important and well fupported, the Pref-
bytery muft, neverthelefs, cenfure him ; and
fufpend or depofe him, according to the nature
of the offence. |

IX. Herefy and fchifm may be of fuch a na-
ture as to infer depofition : but errors ought to
be carefully confidered ; whether they ftrike at
the vitals of religion, and are induftrioufly
fpread ; or whether they arife from the weak-
nefs of the human underftanding, and are not
likely to do much hurt.

X. A Minifier, under procefs for berefy or
fchifm, thould be treated with chriftian and bro-
therly tendernefs ; frequent comferences ought
10 be beld +with bim, and proper admonitions
adminifired : yet, in fome more dangerous cafes,
{fufpenfion becomes neceflary; but a Synod fhould
be confulted in fuch cafes.

X]. Ifthe Prefbytery find, on trial, that the
matter complained of amounts to no more than
fuch a@s of infirmity, as may be amended and the
People fatisfied, fo as little or nothing remains to
hinder his ufefulnefs ; they fhall take all pru-

dent meafures to remove the offence.
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Xii. A Mnmﬁcr, " d fot fcanddous
condu®, may not Be réftéred, dn ks
forrow for fin, withotit fome titive of eminent and
exemplary, humble and cdl mg convcrﬁnon >
to héal ¢ e wound made b

XIlI. As foon asa
Congregation fhiall be declared vawn.
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CONFESSION QF FAITH.
Chap. XX. '

IV. And becaufe the powers which Gqd
hath ordained, and the liberty which Chrift
hath purchafed, are notintended by God to de-
firoy, but murtually to uphold and preferve one
another; they who, upon prevence of Chrif-
tian ki , fhall oppofe any lawful power, or
the lawful exercife of it, whether it be civil or
ecclefiaftical, refift the ordinance of God. And
for their publithing of fuch opinions, or main-
taining of fuch prafices, as are coatrary to the
light of nature, or to the knowa principles of
Chriftianity, whether concerning faith, worthip,
or converfation ; or 1o the power of godlinefs ;
or fuch crroneous opiniots or praiices,as either,
in their own nature, or in the manner of pub-
lithing or maintaining them, are deftru&ive to
the extérnal peace and order which Chrift hath
cftablithed in the Church ; rhey may lawlully
be called to account, and proceeded agiinft by
the cenfures of the Church.

Chap. XXIII

IIL. Civil Magiftrates may not afflume 1o
themfelves the adminiftration of the Word and
Sacraments ; or the power of the keys of the
kingdom of Heaven ; or, in the leaft, interfere
in matters of Faith. Yet, as purfing Fathers,
it is the duty of Civil Magiftrates to prote& the
Church of our common Lord, without giving
the preference 1o any denomination of Chrif-
tians above the reft, in fuch a manner, that all

ecclefiaftical perfony whatever fhall enjoy ﬁ;lllle
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full, free, and unqueftioned liberty of difcharg-
ing, every part of their facred fun&ion, without
violence cor danger. And, as Jefus Chrift hath
appointed a regular Government and Difcipline
in his Church, no Law, of any Commonwealth,
thould interfere with, let, or hinder, the due
exercife thereof, among the voluptary members
of any denomination of Chriftians, according
to their own profeflion and belief. ]t is the du-
ty of Civil Magiftrates to prote& the perfon
and good name of all their people, in fuch an
cffetnal manner as that no perfon be fuffered,
cither ypon pretence of religion or of infidelity,
to offer any indignity, violence, abufe, or injury
fo any other perfon whatfoever : and to take
order, that all religious and ccclefiaftical Af-
femblies be held, without mojeftation or dify
turbance.

Chap. XXXI

1. * For the better government and fuither
edification of . : Church. there ought to be
fuch Aflemblies as are commonly called Synods
or Councils : and it belongeth to the Overfeers
and other Rulers of the particular Churches,
by virtug of their office, and the power which
Chrift hach given them for edification and not
for deftruétion, to appoint fuch Affemblies ; and
to convene together in them, as often as they
thall judge it expedient for the good of the
Church.

\ &
®  Thisis propofed to be fulfituted in recm of the frf and
Jecond fellions of this Chapter.

-
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Of the public reading of the holy Scriptures.
Of the finging of Pfalms.
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Of the Preaching of the Woid.
Of Prayer afier Sermon.
Of the Adminifiration of Baptifm.
Of the Adminiftration of the Lord’s Supper.
)f the Admiffion of Perfons to Sealing-Ordinances.
Of the Mode of inflicting Church-Cenfures.
Cf the Solemnization of Mar iage.
Of the Vifstation of the Sick.
Of the Burial o' the Dead.
Of Fafting ; and of the Obfervation of Days of
T bank(giving.
Of the Ordination of Minifters of the Gofpel.
The Direélory for Secret and Family Worfhip.
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P REVF A CE

E Prefbyterian Church in America, from

fmall beginnings, through the great good-

nefs of God, hath zifen to be a numerous and

refpe@able body. It is of the laft importance,

that great care be taken te preferve, in this cx-

tenfive community, Bot only fowadaefs of doc-

* trine, but alfo purity of manncrs, and regularity
of worfhip. )

This Church firmly helieves, that her doc.
trines, and modes of worfhip, are moft agresable
to the Word of God ; to the Pra&tice of the
Primitive Chyrch in the three fisf}l Centuries ;
and to the beft reformed Churches. She thinks
it the indifpenfible duty of all her people. to ofe
their utmoft endeavours, to have regular fewtled
Minifters of their own perfyafion 3 and ftated
worthip, in their own way, every Lord’s day,

At the fame time, the Prefbyterian Church
maintains a high refpe& for the other Proteftant
Churches of this Country ; though feveral of
them differ from her in fome forms of governe.
ment and Modes of worthip : particularly for the
rcgular Congregatiopal Churches to the caftward;
for the Affociate, Low Dutch, and German, re-
formed Churches ; and for the Lutheran and
Epifcopal Churches.

In places where there are only a few Prefby-
terians, and they are not able to have worthip
ufually ia their, own way ; it is recommended to
them, to attend with the Chriftian brethren, 6f
any of the above denominations, which may be
maft convenient, rather than {pemd their Sab-
baths without public worthip. But this Church

warns all her People againft illirerate, vagrant&
an
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and defigning perfons, who, under pretence of
greater zeal and ftritnefs than others, only go a-
bout to make a party. Itis much berter for
them, to ftay at homé on the Lord’s day with
their families, than to encourage thafe men, who,
by condemning regular,known and pious Church.
es, give t00 ‘much reafon to fafped that their own
vaews are dangcrous and wrong.

' Although the 'Prefbyterian - Church bclvcvcs
her Government and worthip, as well as her
Faith, to be the pureft and beft ; yet thefe are
fan, froin being ‘perfe@.  This imperfc&ion,
howcvcr, is not fo'much in her conftitution, as
in carrying her government, and modes of wor-
fhip into effe&®. - The Form ‘of government and
dxfptplmc is intended to obwiate the imperfe&ion,
in the one cafe § and the followmg dire&tory for
worthip, in the other. ~

One great and apparent imperfe&ion, attend-
ing the public worthip of this Church, as well as
that of other denominations (for which we have
great reafon to be decply humbled before God)
s the manifeft deficiency’ of folemn gravity, holy
revetence, and a devgtional fpirit, in the time of
performing divine fervice. It 1s abfolutely ne-
ceflary that fomething be done to revive the fpi-
rit and appearance of devotion. -Where there
is real devotion ; there the appearance of it will
be. This, we doubt not, is the cafe with a num.
bet, through divine grace, in all our Congrega-
tions.” "It is readily granted, that thete may be
the appearance, withour the fpirit of devotion ;
but thére cannot be the fpirit, without the ap-
pearance : and, did we attend more to the ap-
pecarance, it mnght have a happy tendency to a,
waken and revive a devotional fpirit. ’

Many
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Many things feem to contribute to banith the
appearance of devotion from our worfhipping
Affemblics. |

I. Perfons geing out and in, during divine fer-
vice, is an odious pradice. It is highly offenfive
to God, difturbs the Congregation, and mars
their worthip ; and is never to be allowed, but
in cafes of abfolute neceflity. The Rulers of
every Church ought to be careful to corre&t this
diforder.

II. Another evil, increafing in our public wor-
thip, and tending to deftroy the fpirit and appear-
ance of devotion, is, that many, in fome of our
Congregations, do not join in finging the praifes
of God. Every perfon ought to keep his eyes
fixed upon his book, his heart engaged, and his
voice enjployed in this delightful fervice ; and
to fing, with folemn reverence and compofure,
as in the prefence of the moft High. None
can juftly pretend, as an excufe, their want of
voice, or their want of an ear for mufic ; for
there is na perfon who cannot, at leaft in a low
vaice, follow the tune : And, if the Officers of
the Church be careful, that all have books and
do fing, there is reafon to hope, that, with the
divine blefling, the fpirit and appearance of de-
votion will be reftored to this branch of our
worthip.

III. There is a want of devotion, awfully ap-
parent in our Congregations, during the time of
public prayer. Some are gazing about, fome
turning their back to the Minifter, and others
putting themiclves into different atcitudes of eafe;
and but few, cither are in the pofture, or have
the appearance of devotion. It is the indifpenfi-
ble duty of the whole Congregation, ferioufly

and
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and devoutly, to jain with the Minifter in offer.
ing up the defires of their hearts ynto God.
There ought not to be a wandering heart, a ga.
zing eye, a carclefs or indevout pofture, in any
part of divine fervice, The fcriptural poftures,
in prayer, are,in general, ftanding or kaceling ;
the former of which is in ufe, with us, in the
Church ; and the latter, in the Family, In this
duty, All ought to put themfclves ingo the moft
devour attitude, .s in the prefence of the haly
God, having their eyes fixed, covered ar clofed ;
and fo continue throughout the whole of the
fervice : and we doubt not but a due attention
to the pofture in prayer would have a happy
tendency to bring on a praying frame of mind,
and to revive a devotional fpirit,

IV. As the reading of the holy Scriptures is
a very important part of divine wortfhip, it is
much to be lamented, that this fhould be negleét-
ed in any of our Congregations. It is pravided
for, in the Direory, that, where it bas not been
ufed, it fhould be introduced and faithfully
pra&ifed. In order to give folemnity to this part
of worfhip, and to teftify our reverence for the
Word of God, it would be decent, and nor im.
proper, for the whole Conaregation t¢ ftand up,
during the reading of the Scriprures ; as was the
ufa ze under the Old Teftament difpenfation, and
among the primitive Chriftians. It is alfo re-
commended, that all have their Bibles ; and
thar they, filently and devoutly, follow the Miai-
fter while he is reading. ‘Thus the fpirit of de-
votion will be promoted and cherithed.

V. There are alfo fome things amifs, while
the Minifter is preaching, which thould be cor-

re&ted. None ought to ftand up ; much lefs to
turn
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turn their back upon the Minifter ; to place
themfclves in fluggith or - carelefs poftures ; or
to indulge to fleep, whifpering or laughing. All
ought, fcrioufly and gravely, to attend to the
whole of the inftru&ion or exhortation ; and to
receive it with faith and love. Were thefe
thiLgs duly obferved, during the preaching of the
Word, there would probably be fewer com-
plaints among us of its want or fuccefs.

Now may God, of his inofinite mercy, grant,
that folemn reverence, and a devotional fpirit,
may be revived and flourifh, in all our Churches,
through Jefus Chrift our Lord, Amen.

THE
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T H E
DIRECTORY, &

. - I—.. u .
Of the Sanflification of thé Lorp’s Dav.

I T is the duty of every perfon to remember
the Lord’s Day, and to prepare for it, before
its approach. All worldly bufinefs, fhould be fo
ordered, and feafonably laid afide, as that we may
not be hindered thereby from fan&ifying the Sab-
bath, as the holy Scriptutes require.

The whole day is to be kept holy to the Lord,
and to be employed in the public and private
exercifes of religion. Thercfore, it is requifite,
that there be an holy refting, 2ll the day, from
unneceflary labours; and an abftaining from thofe
recreations, which may be lawful on other days ;
and alfo, as much as poflible, from worldly
thoughts and converfation.

Let the provifions, for the fupport of the fami-
ly on that day, be fo ordered, that fervants or
others be notimproperly detained from the pub-
lic worthip of God; nor hindered from fan&ifying
the Sabbath.

Let every perfon and family, in the morning,
by fecret and private prayer, for themfelves and
others, efpecially for the affiftance of God to
their Minifter, and for a bleffing upon his mini-
ftry ; by reading the fcriptures ; and by holy
meditation ; prepare for communion with God
in his public ordinances.

Let
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~ Let the people be careful to affemble at the
appointed. time, that, being 3l prefent at the be-
giuning, they may unite, with one heart, in: all the
parts ef public worthip : aund let none unneceffa-
rily. depart, till after the blefling be pronounced.

Let the nme, after the fotcmn fervices of the
congregation in pubhc are cver, be fpent in read-
ing ; meditation ; repeating of fermons ; cate-
chifing ; religious converfation ; prayer for a
blefling upon the public ordinances ; the finging
of pfalms, hymns, or fpiritual fongs ; vifiting the
fick ; relieving the poor ; and in performing
fuch like duties of piety, charity and mcrcy

Of ihe aﬂi’mblmo- of the Congregation, and their

bebaviour durmg Diwvine Serwice..

. thn the time appomtcd for pubhc worthip.
is come, let the people enter theChurch, and take
their fe: ats, in a decent, grave, and reverent man-
ner. And, after the Congregation is aflembled,
the Minilter fhall begin the fervice with praycr,’
to the following pirpofe : ',
¢ Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Alm:ghty, who
art, and waft, and art to come ; We, who are
unworthy of the leatt of alk thy mercies, humbly
prefent ourfelves in thy courts, to ofter homagc,
adorition, and praife,to Thee, our Creator, our
¢ Redeemer, and our God: Enabie us, O Lord,
¢ by thy good Spirit} to attend to the holy duties
¢ to which thou art calling us at this nmc,vmhout
¢ diftra&ion of mind,and with reverencs andgodly
¢ fear. Admitus, we befeech thee, with humble
¢ boldnefs. to enter into the holicft, by the blood
¢ of Jefus, by the new and living way, which he
* hath confecrated for us, through the vail.—
H ~ Inftru&

'\ﬁl\

®
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Inftru& us from thy holy word. May we read
it with wife and underftanding hearts. Prepare
us for finging thy praifes,that we may make me-
lody in our hearts unto the Lord, and offer
up an acceptable fervice to our Gods  Teach
us to pray, infpire us with a fpirit of devotion, -
enable us to exercife faith in all the parts of
divine worthip. And let all be done to the
glory of the Father, of the Son, and of the
Holy Ghoft; and gracioufly accept us, through
Jefes Chrift our Lord. Amen.’ '

This, and all the other prayers in the Direc«
tory, may and ought to be varied, according to
the variety of circumftances which may occur ;
agreeably to the views and judgment of every
minifter. Thus the fpirit of prayer will be en-
couraged 3 and the undue reftraint of this fpirit,
which is the too frequent efeét of Forms of pray-
er, will be guarded againit.

In the time of public worfhip, let all the peo-
ple attend with gravity and reverence ; forbear-
ing to read any thing, except what the minifter
is then teading or citing ; abftaining from all
whifperings, from falutations of perfons prefent
or coming in ; and from gazing about, flecping,
fmiling, and al! other indecent behaviour.

If any one be prevented from being prefent at
the beginning of fervice, he ought not, when he
cnters the Church, to betake himfelf to his pri-
vate devotion ; but to compofe his mind, and
reverently join in the public worfhip, with the
Congregation.

Of the public reading of the Holy Scriptures.
The reading of the holy Scriptures, in the Con.

gregation, is a part of the public worfhip of God‘;
and
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and ought to be performed by the Minifters and
Teachers.

All the canonical books, of the aJd and new
Teftament, fhali be publicly read, from the moft
approved tragnflation, in the vulgar wongue, that
all may hear and underftand.

How large a portion fha)l be read at oace is
left to the difcretion of every Minifter : howe-
ver, in each fervice, he oyght to read, atleait,
onc chapter ; and more, when the chaptcrs are
fhort, or the conye&ion requiretit. He may,
when he thiaks it expedient, cxponnd any part
of what is read ; always having regard to the
time, that necither reading, finging, praying,
prcachmg, or any other ordmance, be difpropor-
tionatc the one to the other ; nar the whole
gendered too. fhort or too tedions.

. Of the finging of Pfalms.

It is the duty eof Chriftians to praife God, by
finging plalms and hymmns, publicly mtheChurch,
as alfo privately in the family.

In finging the praifes of God, we are to fing
with the fpirit, and with the underftandimg alfo ;
lmkmg mcledy, in our hearts, unto the Lonl It
s allo proper, that we cultivate fome knowledge
of the rules of mufic ; thit we may praife God
with eur voices, as well as with our hearts.

The whele congregavion thould be furnithed
with books, and ought to join in this part of wor-
fhip. It is proper to fing without parceling out the
pfalm, line by line. The pradfice of reading the
pfalm, linc by hine, was intzoduced iii times of

ignorance, '{mn en many in the Congregation
could not read : therefore, it is recommended,
that it belaid afide, as far as convenient, Th
¢
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'The proportion, of the time of public worfliip,
to be fpent in finging, is left to the prudence of
cvery Minifter : but it is recommended, that
imore time be allowed, for this excellent part of
divine fervice, than has been ufual in moft of our
Churches. | ' |

Of public Prayer before Sermon.

After the introdutory prayer, reading the
word, and finging praife ; the Minifter is to pro-
ceed to a mare extenfive adorgtion of God, con-
feflion of fin, thank{giving for mercies, fupplica-
tion for bleflings, and interceflion far oghers ; in
a longer prayer, to this cffed ; |

¢ O 'God, thou art oyr God, carly. will we
¢ feek thee ; our God, and we will praife thee;
¢ our father’s God, and we will exalt thee.
¢ Thou art very great,. cloathed with honor and
¢ majefly. Tlou covereft thyfelf with light as
¢ with a garmept ; .and in thee is no dark-
¢ nefs atall, L 5

¢ Thou art God thyfelf alone; and, befides thee,
¢ therc is nong cife. The heavens declare thy
¢ glory, and the firmamenc fheweth forth thy
¢ hapdy work. The inviGble things of God,
¢ from,:the creation of the world, are clearly
¢ feen, being underftood by the things that are
¢ made, cven thine cternal power and Godhead.

- ¢ Thou art tranfgendently great in all thy.
¢ mom. _ Thou ‘art. glorious in holinefs,
¢ fesrful In praifes, doing wonders. Who, in
¢ the heavens, can be compared unto the Lord ?
* 'Who, among the fons of the mighty, can be
¢ lkéded povo thee, O Lord God of hofts 7 As

' ¢ the
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the-heavens are high above the earth, fo arg

thy thoughts above our thoughts, and thy ways

above our ways. All nations, before thee, are
as the drop of a bucket, or the fmall duft of the
balance ; and thou takeft up the ifles as a very
little thmg They'are as pothing, and counted
to thee lefs than nothing and vanity.

¢ Thou art the ‘eternal, immortal and un-
changeable God. Before the mountains were
brought forth, or ever thow had{t formed'the
earth and the world, from everlafling to ever-
latting thou artGod the ia;mc,ydlcrday, to day,
and forever. -

¢ Thou art the omniprefent God. None can
hide himfelf in fecret places, that thou canft not

. fee him, for thou filleft hcavcu and .carth. wich

thy prefence. . : .
¢ Thou ‘art the omnifcient Jchovah All

-thingsarenaked andopened umothe eyesof him

with whom we have to do. ‘Thou'underftandeft
our thoughts afar off : There is not a word in
our tongue, butylo! O Lord thou knowcﬁ xt‘

altogether. - * -

¢ Thy wildom s unfcarchabic “Thine under-

ftanding, @ Lord, is infinite. Thou telleft the

number of. uhcﬁau,and catleft them all by their’
names. Thou art wonderful in counfel, excel-
leat in working, wifein' heart, and mlghty in
ftrength. O the depth of the wifdom and know-
ledge of God! how unfearchable are his judg-
ments; and his ways paft finding out ?

¢ Thy fovereignty is mcontcﬁablc Thou

doft, according to thy will, in the armies of hea-
ven, and among the mhabltants of the earth,
and none can ftay thy hand, or fay unto thcc,

L 4 Th’

what doeft thou. .



( 62 )
. ¢ Thy power is irrcfiltible We know, Q
¢ God, that thou canit do cvery thing. All pow-
¢ cr is thine, bath in heaven and in carth : Thon
¢ killeft, and thoy makeft alive ; '} hou wound-.
¢ eft, and thau healeflt : And there is nome that
¢ can deliver out of thy hand. “
¢ Thou art 3 God of unfpotted purity, and
¢ perfe@ reétitude. Thou art holy, O thou
¢ that inhabiteft the praifcs of Ifracl.  Holy and
¢ and reverent is thy aame ; and we give thanks
‘at the rememhrance’ of thy holinefs. Thou
art of purer- eyes than 10.behald iniguity ;
neither fhall evil dwell with thee. |
- & Thy juftice’ is: inflexible, thy truth mviola-
¢ ble, and the trcafures of thy goodnefs inex-
< bauftible.. Thou art righteous, © Lord, in
¢ all thy ways, and holy in all thy works, Thy
¢ righteoufnefs is as the great mountaing : All
¢ thy ways are truth and judgment. Thou art
¢ God, and thy mercy endureth forever. ‘thy
¢ Joving kindnefs is. great towards us, and thy
¢ truth endureth to all generations. Thou hait
proclaimed thy name, the Lord, the Lord God,
merciful and gracibus, flow to anger, abundant
_im goodnefs and truth, keepimg mercy for thou-
fands, forgiving imiquity, tranfgreffion and fin.

- ¢ Thefe, O Lord, are but part of thy ways ;
¢ for who by fearching can find out God ? wha
« can find out the Almighty to perfe&ion ? .

¢ We praife thee as 2 God of inclable glory.
¢ Thou haft prepared thy throne in the heavens;
~and the Seraphim vail their faces: before thec.-

Thou makeft thine Angels fpirits, and thy mi-

nifters a flame of fire : Thoufand thoufands

¢ minifter unto thee, and ten thoufand times ten
¢ thoufand
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¢ thonfadd ftand before thee. Thou art worthy;
¢ O Lord, to reecive blefling and honor and glo-
* ry and power; for thou haft created all things,
¢ and for thy pleafure, they are and were crea-
¢ ted. The carth is full of thy riches: thy
¢ kingdom ruleth over -all : a fparrow falls not
¢ to the ground without our father ; aad the
¢ hairs of our head are all numbered. ,
¢ Thou madeft man at firft of the duft of the
ground, and didft breathe into him the breath
of life; and he became a living foul. Thou
haft made, of one blood, all the nations of men,
for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and
haft determined the times before appointed,
and the bounds of their habitdtion.
¢ We adore thee, as the one; living, and rue
God, the Father, the Word, and the holy
Ghoft. We give honor to the Son as to the
Father ; and to the comforeer the boly Spirit,
who is fent to teach us all things, and to brin
all things to our remembrance. We ife
thee, O Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, the Cre~
ator,the Redeemer, and theSanéifier. Thou haft
made us, and not we ourfelves ; and therefore
we are not our own but thine, thy peoplc,'
and the theep of thy pafture. In thee we live,
and move, and have our bemg. Thon hatt re-
deemed us fromevil. We are bought wich 2
price. It is of thy mercy that we are not con-
fumed; cven becaufe thy comspaffions fail not.
Thou haft appointed us a high prieft, in whofe
name we may eome boldly to the throne of
grace. We tiake mention of the righteduf-
nefs of Chrift; and of his only.
¢ Moft merciful God, we come unto thec,
¢ in humble dependence upon his atonement

¢ and interceflion, and confefs our fins, which
¢ are.

N 6 & & 0 e

R g O O & a ® & &8 &8 A 0O A AN N A n



N . &N, . &N . .
[ N A . n ﬁ‘xﬁ L I N ) o

an & 66 & ©” o,

U T S N S L S N N S

( 62 )

dre many and great.  Againit thee, dhite only
. have weiinned, 0God; ,and to us belongeth fhame
and confufion of face. Behold we are vile;
what fhall we anfwer thee? We will lay our hand
upon our moath. Thou putteft na truft in
thy faints ; yea the heavens are not clean in thy
fight. How much more abominable and fil-
thy is man; who drinketh iniquity hike water ?
We have rainéd durfelves 5 but in thee is our
help. I thou Lord thouldft mark iniquities;
o Lord, who fhall ftand ? But there is for-
givencfs with thee that thou mayeft be feared :
with thee tiere is mercy ; yea, with our God,
thcrc is plenteois rcdcmptlon :

* O Lord; thoi madeft man uprnght, but he
hath fought but many inventions.  Our firft
parents rebelled againit thee ; and we are tran{-

greflors from the womb. We are a feed of

evil doers. We have dealt very treacheroutly.
By onc man’s difobedience, many were made

finners. By one man fin' entered into the

world; and death by fin ; afd fo death pafled
upon al men, fot that all have finned. Bchold

we aré fhapen in iniquity. We are by nature
children of wrdth, even as others. All fleth
have corrupted their way ; we are all gone a-
fide; we are altogether become filthy : there is

.none righteous; thereé is nose that doth good ;

R0 not onc.

¢ Our underﬁzndmgt are darkened by reafon
of fm ; our will§ arc ftubborn and pcrverfc ;
and our affe@ions arc alienated from thee. We
are wife to do evil, but to. do go6d we have
no knowledge. Our neck hath béen an iron
finew ; and we have made our heart as the

adamapt. We have followed after vanitics,
¢ and




"~ [ ] [ ) " n L) " L) " - © s, L S . ® . »n.

N A . AN

n "N O @ . A K

( 65 )

and forfaken our mercies. We have  fet
our affeions on things bencath ; and our
hearts have departed from the living God.
We are proge to evil as the fparks fly upward.
Our hearts are deceitful above all tKin‘gs, and
defperately wicked. O Lord, we lament our
irregular appetites, and inordinate paffions.
We bewail our pride, our carnality, and world-
ly mindednefs. Our fing are attended with ex-
cecdingly great aggravations. We have fin-
ned agamlgr the cleareft light, the tenderett
love, and the molt faichful warnings of God,
of parents, of minifters, and of our own con-
fciences. And now, O Lord, what fhall we
fay, for we have forfaken thy commandments:
we have fmned, what fhall we do uato thee,
O thou preferverof men? N

¢ Glory, glory to thy name in the higheft,
that there 13 any hope for the loft and fipful
children of men ; that thou haft enterwined
purpofcs of mercy towards any of the guilty
racc ; that the joyful found of g:acc and re-
conciliation with God hath reached our cars.
We thank thee, that thou hait fo loved the
world as to give thine only begotten Son, thas
whofoever believeth in him fhould not perith,
but have everlafting life. o
¢ In the all prevailing name of Jefus of Naza-
reth, a name with which thou art ever well
pleafed, we prefent our prayers and fapplica-
tions to thee. And now,; Lord, what wait we
for ? Our cyes are untg thee; and our hope is
in thee, through Chrift Jefus our Redeemer,
Deliver us from all our tranfgreflions ; agd, O
God, be wmerciful to us finners. Wath us
thoroughly from our igiquity, and cleanfe us

T ¢ from
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from our fins : For we acknowledge onr trani-
greflions ; and our finis ever before us. - Juf-
tify us freely by thy grace, through the re-
demption that is in Chrift Jefus our Lord.
¢ Create in us a clean heart, O God, and re-
new a right fpirit within us. Work in us the
work of faith with power. Difpofe us to a
godly forrowforour fius, and give us repentance
unto life.  Shed abroad thy love in our hearts
by the holy Ghoft given unto us. Teach us
thy ftatutes, and give us underftanding that we
may know thy teftimoniecs. May we know
God and Jefus Chrift, whom to know is eter-
nal life.  Put thy fear, O Lord, into our
hearts, that we may never depart from thy law.
Hide pride from our eyes; and cloath us with
huinility. Enable us to put on the ornarhent
of a meek and quiet’ fpirit. O God of peace,
let not anger reft in our bofoms. Fill us with
charity and bretherly love, that we may keep
the unity of the fpirit in the bond of peace.
Mav our confciences be always tender. May we
abitain from all appearance of evil. Difpofe us
to contentment with the allotments of thy pro-
vidence ; and form us to fubmiflion an,dy refig-
niation to thy will. May we' ever poflefs our
fouls in patience, and feel an holy indifference
“to all the objefts of time and fenfe. O Lord, fur-
¢ nith us with hope, which maketh not athamed ;
¢ that fiving hope whi¢h is, asan anchor to'the
¢ foul,both fure and ftedfaft. o -
* ¢ Enable us, O Lord, to be circumfpe&t in all
¢''our converfation, watching over our thoughts,
¢ our lips, and our lives. May the grace of
¢ God teach us; - that denying ungodtinefs and
¢ worldly lofts, we may live foberly, ri‘g‘?ﬁcoulf-
¢
y
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¢ ly and godly in this prefent world ; looking for

¢
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that blefled hope, and the glorious appearing
of the great God, and our Sayiour Jefus
Chrift, who gave himf¢If for. us, that he might
redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto
himfelf a peculiar people, zealous of good
works. Lord, quicken us in the ways of ijght-
coufnefs. Let us ever prad&tife the rhings which
arc honeft in the fight of all men. May we
be diligent in every duty, “performing ‘it with
a ready mind, and with joy and -gladnefs of
heart. May we have grace always to live in
the exercife of devotion and picty towardsGod;
of truth, charity and righteoufnefs towards
men ; and to maintain chaftity, temperancc
and fobriety towards ourfelves. Grant that
we may increafe in all godlinefs ; that we.
may grow in grace, and~in the knowledgé of
our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift.

¢ O Lord, who art the confidente of all the
ends of the carth, preferve us from temptation;
fupport us under afflitions ; comfort usin for-
rows ; make us'ufeful in life, and prepare us
for death : And when we have done ferving
thee here below, admit us, we befeech thee, to
that ftate of reft and perfeion, which thou
haft referved for thy people in the heavenly
Worldo ) ‘: o | '

¢ Apd now, - O Lord our 'God, we dcfire to
lift up our hearts to thee, in a grateful ac-
knowledgment of all thy metcies and benefits
tous, W praife thee, as the King of Xings,

e

and Lord of Lords, ‘full of ‘compaflion and

goodnefs to the children of nfen, We thau:

thﬁc, ﬂ:lat;‘ho“ haﬂ‘f\o..rmﬁd 118 teilfonab!c £reis
tures, capable of knowing, ferving, and enjoy -
| | “ iog
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ing thee. We blefs thee for thy preferving
care ; for our hvcs, our health, our food and
mment for our friends, our comforts, and all
our tcmpqral enjoyments. Above all we praife
thee, O moft merciful Father, for f] piritual blef-
fings in heavenly places in Chrift jcfus
¢ We thank thee, O Lord, for the carly intima-
tions of good will 1o faflen'man; that the feed of
the' woman fhould bruife the ‘ferpent’s head.
Weadoretheg for the wonderful and myfterious
incarnation of thine only begotten Son.. We
praife thce, that when the fulnefs of time was
come, thou didft fend forth thy Son ‘made of a
woman, ‘'made under the law, to redeem them
that were under the law, that we might receive
the adoption of fons. ‘We thank thee for bis
gracious undertaking ; for hxs exem lary life ;
lits - foul favmg do&rmcs ; for the’ ftupen-
dous miracles whereby he confirmed his dnvmc
miffion ; and, in a fpecial manner, for his me-
ritorious dcath and (uﬁ'crmgs ' We blefs thee
that hé was delivered for our offences, and rofe
again for our juftification ; that he hath af-
cended to his éthcr and our father, to his God
and oir God ; and that hc cvcr lxvcth to makc
interceflion for us,
¢ "We thank ‘thee, O Lord God of grace, for
theholy Spirit, and for his fan&tifying and com-
forting influences upon the fouls of men; for
the covenant of grace and all the precious pro-
mifes thereof ; for thy Word ; for the gofpel
miniftry, and thc inftitution of a.ll thine ordman-
ces ; for Sabbaths ; and for fan&uary bleflings.
We praife thee for the ftrivings of thy Spmt,
and for the remonftrances and admonitions of
our confciences ; for cnhghtcning, tenewing,
Jufhfymg,
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¢ Juftifying, adopting and fan&ifying grace ; for
¢ fweet communion with thee in thine ordinan-

‘.
¢
[ 4
[
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ces ; for gracioys anfwers to our prayers ;
for fuccour in temptations ; for fupport un-
der troubles ; and for the joyful hopes of a
glorious immortality.
¢ Now, O thou moft High,when we pray unto
thee, we would remember and make fupplica-
tion for all the children of men. Extend, we
befeech thee, thy mercy t0 a guilty world ;
and Iet all the ends of the earth fee the falva-
tion of aur God. Let thy gofpel be preached
unto every creature ; and add, unto thy church
daily, fuchas fhall be faved. Give unto thy
Son the Heathen for his.inheritance,and the ut-
termoft parts of the earth for his pofleflion.
Lord, gather, into the gofpel Church thmc
ancient people the Jews ; haften the latter day
glory; accomplifh all the purpofes of thy grace;
remove every thing which is a let or hin-
drance to the advancement of the Redeemer’s
kingdom ; take away ull error and idolatry,
Antichrifian fuperitition, and Mahometan
delufion. "~
‘ We pray for thy blefing upon Church
univerfal, and ppon every branch ofy it in par-
ticular. O Lord, pity any part of thy Church
which may be fuffering afliion or perfecu-
tion. Let not the rod of the wicked reft ufon
the lot of the righteous ; ftrengthen the fmth
and patience of thy fufferia faints, that they
may hope and quictly wait for the falvation of
the Lord. Pour out thy Spirit upon all thy
Churches ; revive thy work in the midft of the
years ; caufe | pure and undefiled religon uai.
vcrlely to preml anfe havc mcrcy’ i:&on
Ry
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¢ Zion, and let the time to favour her, yea, the
¢ fertime, come.
¢ Heavenly Father, do thou blcfs ail the Mx-.
* nifters of thy Gofpel ; purify the fons of Levi, .
¢ and make thofe holy who bear the veflels of the
¢ Lord ; make them burning and fhining lights
1n thy golden candictlicks ; and may they turn
man, to righteoufnefs, and fhine as ftars in the
Sfirmament of glory forever and ever.
¢ O Lord, wepsay for thy fpecial favour to
thy Churches in this land.  Be very gracious
to all the Congregations and Minifters of this
‘Church.  Blefs_our Prefbyterics, our Synods,
and ourGeneralCouncil. May their deliberations
arall times have a happy tendency to promotetrue.
rcligion, aud to advance, more and more, the
interelt of the.Redcemer’s kingdam. Make
.all our people holy in, their lives, and godly jn.
_their converfation. May they bean ornament
¢'to. their profeflion ; and may our Church be.
¢ a praife in the land. ¢
g 0 thou, who art King. amoag the nationg,
¢,vifiz all the nations and kingdoms, ¢ of the earth.
¢ with thy goodnefs, thy mcxcy, and thy fal-
¢ “yation.
$-Deal fayorably, O Lord, gnh 'the land jn
< which we live. Q theho p¢ of ffracl, the Sa..
¢. viour therecof xmc of tronblc, iofc not asa
¢ firanger in ppr , and as 3. way-faring man,
‘that trneth afide to warry fora night. Make
«.phis Esnmanuel’s lapd. May it bea va]lcy of
yifemy 3 land; wheein §iishy peace and “&h"
‘- doufacs fhall always dwell, . ...
+ Gife, O Lard, we ipiwess ;h;:c, pro[pcm;y
.m, the Inbabiszmesof this coqg;fyl in their hx,\f-
*.bandry, sheis. ppdos, and gheir, merch

< Make not our heaven brafs, nor odr carth iron;
¢ but

N &
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but grant us, we pray thee, rain in due feafon ;

and referve unto us the appointed weeks of
harveft. Let ourland yield her increafe, and

our trees their fruit.  Abundantly biefs our

provifion, and fatisfy our poor with bread.

¢ O Lord, blefs all in authority over us, fu-

preme and fubordinate. Counfel our Counfel-
lors, and teach our Senators wifdom. Make

our Officers peace, and our Exa&ors rightcouf-
nefs. [It is proper, that fpecial petitions be
here offered up ; for the Congrefs of the Uni-
ted States; for the particular States, their Go-
vernors and other Rulers ; for the State, in
which the Congregation may be, its Govern-
or, Legiflature, and other Rulers, Judges and
Magiftrates ; as well as for the whole body of
the people.] May all our Magiftrates and Ru-
lers rule in the fear of God ; be able men,
men of truth, fearing God, and hatng covet-
oufnefb. May judgment run down as watery,
and righteoufnefs as a mighty ftream. .-

¢ O Lord, we pray for all Setools, Collcges,
snd other Seminaries of learning. From.dhefe
fountainé may ftreams iflue, which thall make
glad the city ofour God. - Blefs all Teachers'in
them ; “and may the yquih'be: wained dp in
the fear of the Lord. = .. 3. - 1o

¢ Moft" graciout God, we befcaelrthee to eis-
tegd conipafiion to - the Totts  and ddeghelad-of
afflition. Heal:the fick 5 icafc the pamed;

-fupportthe diftrefied ; fu&todr :the tempekd ;

comfort mourners ; vd!orc, to their rigie u!hd
¢ thofc who arc deprived of the ufe of their rea-
fon : be'the God of the widow, the father of
the fatherlefs, and the orphan’t ftay. [Tt is
here, i any have defired the prayers
of the Church, that fpdcial petitions be offered

¢ up for them. ] ‘¢ And
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¢ And now,; O Lord our God, we conmit
ourfelves unto thee ; we hope in thy mercies ;
and we wait for thy falvation. Pardon the ini-
quity of our holy things. We atk and offer
all; in the nameé of our once crucified but now
cxalted Redeemer, the Lord Jefus Chtift ; to
whom, with the Father, and the Spirit of all
grace, be afcribed glory, henor, dominion and
praife, for ever and ever. Amen.”’

We judge this to bea convenient order in the
the public prayers of the Church ; yét the Mi-
nifter, as in prudence he fhall think meet, is to
alter and change this order ; to leave out any peti-
tions or parts of it ; to add to or vary it, atcord-
ing to the numerous patterns of prayer in the
Scriptures, . .

We recommend it to all Minifters ordinarily
to ufe feriptural language in their public prayers,
and that they be careful not to be tedious in this
part of the fervice. 'We think that the prayer
before fermon ought not ufually to be thorter
than twelve, nor longer than ecighteen or twenty
minutes. o

As the prayer, which Chrift taught his difci-
ples, is both a pattern for prayer, and itfelf a
moft comprehenfive prayer, we recommend it to
be ufed in the prayers of the Church : and we
think the moft proper place for this purpofe is,
-eithok at the conclufion of the introdu&ory pray-
er, or at the end of this prayer.
 Let a Pfalm be alfo fung here, before the mi-
nifter proceed to his Sermon.

Of the pteaching of the Word.

The Preaching of the Word, being an inftitu-
tion of God for the falvation of men, fhould be

fo performed, that the 'workman need not be a-
fhamed,

" N [ I Y S S SO
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fhamed, but may fave himielf and thofe thas
hear him,

Every mao, who undertakes this facred
Work, fhould be careful that he be called of
God, and regularly culled and introduced by
the Church, according to the order of the Scrip-
tures. o |

The fubjedt of his Sermon is to be fome verfe
or verfes of fcripture, holding forth fome princi-
ple of religion, inculcating fome duty, or reprov-
ing fome fin. Let him not ufe a text mere-
ly as a motto, but be careful that the doc-
trine propofed be fairly contained init. It is
proper alfo, that large portions of Scri ipture be
fometimes expounded, and particularly improv-
ed,for the inftru&ion of the People in the meaning
and ufe of the facred Oracles.

Let the introdu@ion of his difcourfe be brief
and perfpicuous, and ordinarily drawn from the
text or context ; that, by a natural and cafy
tranfition, it may lead Lim to the fubje&, which
he intends to confider. Let notthe divifions be
too numeroys. Let the do&rines be plain, the ex-
plications cafy, the illuftrations clear, the ar-
gnments convincing, the inferences natural ;
und the application folemn, affedtionate, powcre
ful and perfuafive. B

This method of preaching requires much ftu-
dy, méditation and prayer. Minifters ought, in
general,to write their fermons, and not to indulge
themfelves in loofe extempore harangues, but to
carry beaten oil into the fan&uary of the Lord.
They ought fo to digeft their fermons, and com-
mit them to memory, as not, ordinarily, to ufe

K

. their
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their notes in public.  But if any choofe to have
their notes before them, let them ufe them with
the glance of the eye, but not read their fcrmonJ
from the pulpit.

The fervant of Chrift is to prcparc for thc
fdn&uarv, and to condu& the fervices thereof,
in fuch 2 manner, that his hearers may be edi-
fied ; and may feel the word of God to be quick
and powerful, and a difcerner of the tbounhts
and intents of the heart. Whatever the pecu-
liarities of a Minifter’s mcthod may be, he is to
perform his whole miniftry

I. Faithfully, having a ﬁnqlc eye to the honor
of Chrift, and fincerely feckmg the falvatlon of
the peop!e

1I.  Painfully ; not doing the Work of the Lord
negligently. - -

1. Plainly; that the feebleft mmd may under-
ftand ; delnrcrmgr the truth, not in the enticing
W ords of man’s mfdom, but in dcmonﬂranon ot
the Spiritand of power. :

IV. Wifcly; adapting 2l his do&rmcs, cxhor-
tations and reproofs, in fuch a manner as may be
moft likely to be fuccefsful ; neither negle-
ing the meaneft, nor fparmor thc greateft in their
fins.

V. Gravely and dcccntly, as bccomcth theO-
racles of God ; avoiding all fuch improper gef-
tures and phrafes as may caufe fenfible men to
defpife him and his mlmf{

VI. Withmecknefs and tender affeétion ; that
the people may fee the whole of his miniftra-
tions proceed.from love, holy zeal, and a hearty
defire to do them good.

VIL. As taught of God, and fully pcrfuadcd
in his own mind, that what he delivers is th;

- otrut
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truth of Chrift ; expreffing himfelf in lunguage
agreeable to Scripture, avoiding terms of art,
and the phrafes of Philofophers. e is al-
fo to live the doérine which he teaches, be-.
ing an cxample to the flock, in humility, cir-
cumfpeétion and godly converfation ; that he
indy have comfort inf this lifc, many feals to his
miniftry, and, when he has finithed his labours of
love, a crown of glory in the world to come.

VIII. As one primary defign, of. the public
ordinances of the Sabbath, is, to pay aés of fo-
cial hemage to the moft high God, the Minifter
is to be careful not to muke his fermons too
long, fo as tointerfere therewith,  He is parti.
cularly to guard again{t thortening the devotion-
al, and morc important parts of the fervice, to
mzke way for long difcourfes. But, when thereis
only one public fervice inthe day,as is the cafe, in
the winter,inmary of our countryCliurches,the fer-
mon, with all the other parts, may be fomewhat
Jonger, than where there aretwo ot more fervices.
And, when there are two or more public fervices,
{tatedly every Lord’s day, we thiuk the fermons,
in general, ought not to be fhorter than thirty,
nor lenger than forty or forty-five minutcs.

Of Prayer after Scrmon.

‘The fermon being ended, the Minifter is to
pray, turning fome of the principal parts of his
fermon into confeflion, humiliation, petition,
thankfgiving and praife, as the nature of the fub-
je& may dire&. In a fpecial manner he is,

¢ To give thanks, for the great love of God
¢ in fending his only begotten Son to be the Sa-
¢ viour of the world ; for the communications ¢f

% 1
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the Holy Ghoft ; for the light, liberty, privi:
Jeges and rich bleflin, s of thc gofpcl for e-
leéting love, redesming ‘mercy, fan&xf) Ing
grace, and the joyful hOPCa of glory.

To pray for the continuance of the gofpel,
vnth all its ordinances, m their purity, fpiritu-
ality and power ; for a blefling to accompany
the word of lis grace, with which they have
been now favoured 5 for preparation for death
and judgment ; for the forgivenefs of the ini-
quitics of our moft holy fervices ; and for the
acceptance of ourpe rfonsand ofterings,through
the merits and mcdiation of our great High
Pricft and Saviour, the Lord Jefus Chrift.’
After this prayer, leta pfalm be fung.  ‘Then
let there be a colle@ion for the poor, or other

ufes of the Church ; and let every one lay by,
apon the furft day of the week, as God hath
profpered him, agreeably to the Apoftolic direc-
tion. Then let the Minifter difmifs the Con-
gregation with a folemn blefling, to the follow-
mg or like purport :
¢ The grace of the Lord Jefus Chrift, and the .
¢ love of God and the communion of the holy
* Ghott, be with you all.  Amen.’

O/ the Adminiftration of Baptifm.

Baptifm is not to be unncccﬂ'anly delayed, nor
to be adminiftred, in any cafe, ‘{ any private
perfon ; but by a "Minitter of Chritt, called to be
the Steward of the myfteries of God.

It is ufually to be adminiftred in the Church,
in the prefence of the Congregation ; and it is
convenicnt that it be performed immediately af-
ter fermon.

©a &6 & »
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After previous notice is given to the Minifter,
the child to be baptized is to be prefented, by
one or both the parents, fignifying their difire
that the child may be baptized. L

Before baptifm, the Minifter may occafionally,
ufe fome words of inftrution, refpeding the in-
ftitution, nature, ufe and ends of this ordinance:
Shewing ;

¢ That it is inftituted by Chrift ; thatit isa
¢ feal of the rightcoufnefs of faith ; that the
feed of the faith® | have no lefs a right to this
ordinance, under the gofpel, than the feed of
Abraham to circumcifion, under the Old Tef-
tament ; that Chrift commanded all nations
to be baptized ; that he blefled little children,
declaring that of fuch 1$ the kingdom of hea-
ven ; that children are federally boly, and
therefore ought to be baptized ; that we are,
by narure, fintul, guilty and polluted, and have
need of cicanfmg by the blood of Chrift, and
by the fanfifying influences of the Spirit of
God.’

The Minifter is alfo to exhort the parents to
the careful performance of their duty : re-
quiring ;

¢ That they teach the child to read the word
of God ; that they inftruét it in the principles
of our holy religion, as contained in the Scrip-
tures of the old and new Teftament, and ex-
cellently fummed up in the Confeflion and Ca-
techifm of this Church ; that they pray with and
for it ; that they fet an example of piety and
godlinefs before it ; and endeavour, by all the
means of God’s appointment, to bring up their
child in the nurture and admonition of the

¢ Lord.’
| Then

a a6 & & A A A a0 a e

a AN & A A& & & A »



(:’3"}

‘T'Len the Minifter is to pray for a blefling te
attend this ordinance, in the following or like
manner \ \
¢ Moft merciful, holy, and eternal God, we
¢ pray for thy biefling upon thefe parents and
¢ their child. ‘The fouls of parents and the
¢ fouls of children are thine. Enable thefe pa-
¢ rents, in faith and love, to offer up their child
¢ to thee, at this time, in this holy cordinance of
¢ bapufm. Sanlify this child by thy grace.
¢ May its original guilt be done away, through
¢ the blood of the Lamb, that was flain. Wafh
¢ this child in the laver of regeneration. In-
¢ graft it into Chrift ; and make it an heir of
¢ glory.  Join the inward baptifm of the Spirit
¢ with the outward baptifm of water.  Graciouf-.
¢ ly blefs and fanctify this holy ordinance to the
¢ fpiritual benefit of this child. Ratify in hea-
¢ ven what we now do upon earth., Hear us,
¢ O our God, accept and anfwer us, only for
¢ the fake of our divine Redeemer. Amen.” -

Then the Minifter, cither taking the Child
in his arms, or leaving it in the arms of the pa-
rent, fhall cail the child by its name, and fay ;

¢ I baptize thee, in the name of the Father,
¢ and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghott.’

As he pronounces thefe words, he is to bap-
tize the Child with water, by pouring or {prink-
ling it on the face of the Child, without adding
any other ceremony. |

This being performed he fhall pray to this or
the like purpofe :

* ¢ O thou moft gloricus, condefcending, and
¢ gracious God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft ;
¢ we give thee hearty thanks, for the covenant of

¢ grace, and for all the inftitutions of thy mercy.
o ¢ Follow
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- Follow with thy blefling this holy ordinance
¢ of baptifm, which has ncw been adminftred in
¢ thy name. O Lord, eanable thefe parents to
¢ live in the faithful dlfcb'u'gc of every chriftian
¢ duty, rowards thic Child. Rcceive it into thy
* fatherly care and protef@ion. May it live and
¢ grow up before thee, and do \xorthxl) in its
¢ day and generation. Sanify it by thy Spirit;
¢ uphold it by thy power. May it be a ufelul
* member of thy Church here; and be kept, by
¢ faith, unto ﬁ\vanon, through Jefus Chrift our
¢ Lord. Amen’

"This will form a part of the concluding prayer
of public worlhip.

It is proper, that baptifm be adminiftred in
the prefence of the Congregation: yet there may
be cafes, when it will be expedient to adminifter
this ordinance in private houfes ; of which the
Minifter is to be the Judge.

Of the Adminifiration of the Lord's Supper.

The Communion, or Supper of the Lord, is to
be celebrated frequently ; but how often may
be determined by the Minifter and Elderfhip
of each Congregation, as thcy may judge moft
for edification : but, we think it ought to be
adnainiftered, at leaft, once in every quarter of
the year. -~ The timc for the celebration of
this ordinance, we judge converient after the
morning fermon : Butifany choofeto celebrate
it in the afternoon, they are at their liberty.

"The ignorant and fcandalous are not to be ad-
mitted to the Lord’s fupper.

It is proper that public notice thould be given
to the Congregation, at leaft, the fabbath before

the adminiftration of this ordinance, and that, on
fome
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fome day of the week, fomething be tauzht con.-
cerping its nature, and a duc preparation tor it,
that all may come in a fuitable manner to this
holy feaft. -

. When the fermon is ended, the Minifter thall

CW 3

¢ ihatthis isan ordinance of Chrift, by reading
the words of inflirution,cither from one of the
k.vangclifts, or from 1 Cor. XI chapter, which,
as to him may appear expedient, he may ex-
plain and apply ; that it is to be obferved in
vencembrance of Chrift, to fhew forth his death
till he come ; that it is of ineftimable benefit,
to ftrengthen his people againft fin ; to fup-
port them under troubles ; to encourage and
quicken them in duty ; to infpire them with
love and zeal ; to increafe their faith, and ho-
ly refolution, and to beget peace of confcience,
and comfortable hopes of glory.’ |
He is to warn the profane, the ignorant, and
fcandalous, and thofe that fecretly indulge them-
felves in any known fin, not to approach the
holy Table.

On the other hand, he fhall invite to this ho-
ly Table, fuch as, fenfible of their loft and help-
lefs ftate by fin, depend upon the atonement ot
Chrift for pardon and acceptance with God ;
foch as, being inftru&ted in the Gofpel doétrire,
bave a competent knowledge to difcern the
Lord’s body ; and fuch as defire to forfake the
ways of fin, and are determined to lead a life of
practical godlinefs. |

The table, on which the elements are placed,
being decently covered, the bread in convenient
difhes, and the wine in large cups ; and the Com-
municants orderly and gravely fitting around 1it,

(or
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(or in their feats before the table) in the pre.
fence of the Minifter : _Let him take a portion
of the bread in one hand, and one of the cups
in the other ; and then pray for a ‘blefling, to
this or the like effe& ¢ '
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¢ O thou eternal God, Father, Soa, and holy
Spirit ; We adote thee as the fountain of be-
ing and bleflednefs. We praife thee, that
thou haft ere&ted a Church in this fallen world;
that we are called to be member. of it ; and
that thou hatt appointed variouns ordinances tg
be obferved therein. B
¢ Now, O Lord, we are invited to come and
cat of Wifdom’s bread, and to drink of the
wine that fhe hath mingled. Caufe us fo to
hunger and thirft after righteoufnefs, that we
may be filled. Draw us,and we will run after
thee. . Bring us into thy chambers, that we
may be glad and rejoice in thee, and remem-
ber thy love more than wine.
¢ Moft gracious God, we give thee glory for
all the purpofes of thy love ; for the miffion;
fufferings and death of Jefus Chrift, in whofe.
name alone we have accefs to the throme of
thy grace, and hope for everlafting life, We
thank thee for this holy erdmance. We de-
voutly pray for thy divine blefling upon us,
in our attendance upon this feaft of love.
¢ Blefs, O Lord, thefe elements of bread and
wine. May we receive them as the Symbols
of the broken body, and fthed blood, of our
Lord and Saviour Jefus Chriff. May we, by
faith, cat the flefh, and drink the blood, of the
Sonof God. O let this cup of blefling, which
we blefs,be 1o us the communion of the blood of
Chrift ; let this bread, which we break, be to us
the communion of the body of Chrit.

L ¢ Moft



( 82 )

¢ Moft merciful Father, keep cur heatts and
minds in the whole of this duty ; and pre-
ferve us from the fuggeftions of the evil one.

May our fouls feel the lively exercifes of every
grace. Suit thy merey to our various circum-
ftances. May we be joined to the Lord in a
new and everlafting covenant, and made one
fpirit with him. May thy econtinual grace
and aid further, and afhft us, in the perform-
ance of every duty of the Chriftian life. Seal
unto us,we befeech thee, the remiflion of all our

fins, the gift of the Holy Ghoft, and the pro-
mife of eternal life,

¢ Now unto him who is able to kecp us

from falling, and to prefent us faultlefs before

the prefence of his glory with exceeding joy,
to the only wife God our Saviour be gi]ory

and majefty, dominion and power, both now .
and ever. Amen.’

The elements being now fet apart by pray-
er, the Minifter is to take the bread, and break
it, into {mall portions, in the view of the peo-
ple. While he is* performing this facramental
a&tion, let him  make fuch obfervations, upon
the body of Chrift Jefus, which was broken
for us, as to him may appear proper. |

Then he is to fay in expreflions of this fort :

¢ Qur Lord Jefus Chrift, on the fame night

in which he was betrayed, having taken bread,

and blcfled and breken it, gaveit to his Difcis
ples ; as I, miniftring in his name, give this
bread unto you ; faying, [here the Bread is
“to be diftributed] Take, eat ; this is my Body,
which is broken for you : this do in remem-
¢ brance of me.’ '
After having given the Bread, he fhall take
the Cup, and fay ; ¢ After
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t After the fame manner, our Saviour alfo
took the Cup, and, having given thaoks, as
hath been donein his name, ic gave it to the
Difziples ; faying, [while the Minifter is re-
peating thefe words let him give the Cup ] This
Cup is the New Teftament in my blood, which
¢ is fhed for many, for the remiflion of fins: Drink
¢ ye all of it.*

The Misifter himfelf is to communicate, at
fuch time as may appcar to bim moft convenient.

The Minifter may,in a few words, put the Com«
municants in mind ;

¢ Of the grace of Gad, in Jefus Chrift, held
forth in this facrament, and of their obligation
to be the Lord’s ; and may exhort them, to
walk worthy of the vocation wherewiththey are
called ; and, as they have profefledly received
Chrift Jefus the Lerd, that they be care-
ful fo to walk in him ; and to maintain good
works.’

It may not be improper for the Minifter to
give a word of ,exhortation alfo to' thofc who
have been only fpc&.uors, reminding them ;

¢ Of their duty ; ftaring their fin and danger,
¢ by living in dlfobedlcncc to Chrift, in negleét-
ing this holy ordinance ; and calling upon them
¢ to be earpeft in making preparation for at-
tending upon it, at the next time of its cele-
~ bration.”

Then the Minifter is to pray and give thanks
to God

¢ For his rich mercy, and invaluable good-
nefs, vouchfafed to them in that facred com-
muiion ; to implore pardon for the defeéts
of the whole fervice ; and to pray for the ac-

ceptance of their perfons and performances ;
¢ for
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¢ for the gracious afliftance of the Ho!y Spirit
to enable them, as they bavc received Lhnl{

Jefus the Lord, fo to walk in him ; that they
may hold faft that they have received, that no
man take their crown ; that their convcrfa—
tion may be as becometh the gofpel ; that they
may bear about, with them, contmually, the
‘dying of the Lord Jefus ; that the life alfo of
Jefus may be manifefted in their mortal body ;
that their light may fo fhine before men, that
others, feeing their good works, may glonfy
their Father whois in heaven.?

The colle&tion, for the poor, and to defray
the expence of the clcmcnts, may be made after
this, or at fuch other time as may feem meet to
the Elderfhip.

" Now leta pfalm or hymn be fung, and the Con-
gregation difmiffed, with the following or fome
other gofpel bcncdl&xon 3

¢ Now the God of peace, that brought again
¢ from the dead our Lord Jefus, that great thep-
¢ herd of the fheep, through the blood of the
¢ ev erlafting covenant, make you pcrfc& in every
¢ good work to do his will, working in you that
¢ which is well pleafing in his fight, through Je-
¢ fus Chrift; to whom be glory forever and ever.
¢ Amen.

It has been cuftomary, in fome parts of our
Church, to obferve aFait before the Lord’s Sup-
per ; to have Sermon on Saturday and Mon-
day ; and to affemble two or three Minifters,
with theif Congregations, on fuch occafions.
Whereas thefe feafons have been blefled to
many fouls, and may tend to keep up a ftricer
union of Minifters and Congregations ; we think

it not improper, that thcy, who chufe to conti-
nue
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~ pue in this pradice, fhould difpenfe the Sacra.
ment, in this way, once a year : but we judge it
highly expedient and neceffary, that each Con-
gregation celebrate the Communion, as before
direfted, at leaft once in each quarter of the year.

Of the Admiffion of Perfons to Sealing-Ordinances.

Children, born within the pale of the vifible

Church, and dedicated to God in baptifm, are
Chriftians. They are under the infpe&tion and
government of the Church-Seflion ; and are to
be taught to read, and repeat the Catechifm, the
Apoﬁlcs Creed, and the Lord’s prayer. They
are to be taught to pray, to abhor fin, to fear
God, and to obey the Lord jefus Chrift ; And,
when they come to years of difcretion, if they
be free from fcandal, appear fober and fteady,
and'to have fufficient knowledge to difcern the
Lord’s body, they ought to be informed, itis
their duty,  and their privilege, to come to the
Lord’s Supper.
" The years of difcretion, in young Chriftians,
cannot be precifely fixed. This muft be left o
the prudence of the Elderthip. The Officers of
the Church are the fole Judgcs of the qualifica-
tions of thofe to be admitted to Sealing-Ordinan-
ces ; and of the time when it is proper to admit
young Chriitians to them.

Thofe, who are to be admitted to Sealing-Or-
dinances, fhall be examined, as to their know-
ledge and belicf of the followxng things : viz.

¢ That the Scriptures, of the Old and New

¢ Teltament, are the Word of God, the only in-
¢ fallible rule of faith and praétice ; that thefe
¢ contain, plainly and fufficiently, every doce
| ¢ triug
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trine needful for falvation ; that there is one,

~oalv, living, and true, God, poflefled of every

pericétion and cxccllcncy, the Creator, the
Preferyer, and the Governor of the unjverfe ;

that there are three Perfons in the God..uxd

the Father, the $on, and the Holy Spirit, dnd
that thefe three are onc ; thar all men are ina
loft eftate, and, as finners, {tand juttly condemn-
ed by the l.tw of Gad, and are hable vo his
wrath and curfe ; that Jefus Chrift, the cn-
ly begatten Son of God, who is ‘God and
man in one perfan, came into this worid, ta
feck and to fave them that are loft ; that hc
futtered, and made atonement, in thcir room
and ftead ; thar he died for their affences, and
rofe again for their juflification ; that he fit-
teth at the right hand of God in heaven, ma-
king continual interceflion for them j that the
cnhrrhtcnmg and fanéhtying influences of tite

Holy Ghoit are abfolutely neceflury, to lead
us into the faving underftanding of the facred
Scriptures, to renew the heart, and to enable
a Chriftian to live Godlily in the world ; and
that watchfuinefs over the life, holy meditation,
a confcientious attendance upon public, pri-
vate, and fecret worthip ; together with the
fteady pradtice of righteoufuefs, truth, finceri-
ty, and charity, towards men ; and of fobricty,
chaftity, and temperance, towards ourfelves ;
are the indifpenfible duties of every Chriftian.’

When the knowledge, of thofe who arc to

he admitted to fealing-ordinances, is judged to
be fatisfaltory ; and nothing appears in their
life and converfation to hinder their admiflion ;

tie Minifter fhall, either in private, or in the

prefence
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prefence of the Seffon, or in the prcfcnca of

the Congregation, as fhall be moft expedient,
alk the profcilion of their faith, in the following
or like manner : _ |
¢ Do you bclicvc Jefus Chrift to be the San of
¢ God ? Do you affent to the Covenant of grace,,
and acknowledge the obligation of your bap-
titmal engagements ¢ Do you take God, the
Father, Son, and Holy Ghott, to be your God?
Do you renounce your former fins? And do you
promife, through grace, ta live in the dlhgcnc
pratice of all the dutics required in the
Gofpel
It is not improper that this be accompanied
with fuitable exhortation and prayer. And the
perfons, fo profefiing their Faith, are, immedi-
ately thcreupon, cutitled to fcalmg-ordmanccs.

Unbaptized perfons are not members of the vi-
fible Church ; they are not Chriftians : There-
fore, when thcy offer themfelves, they are to be
confidered as candidates for admiffion into the
Charch, and to be taught the do&rines of the
Gofpel as above dirc&ted.

When their knowledge fhall be deemed fatis-
faGtory, and nothing appears in their life againft
their admiffion, it is moft expedient, in ordinary
eafes, that they fhould publicly profefs their
Faith, in the prefcncc of the Congregation ; [in
the fame, or like manner, as dire@ed above in
the admiflion of young Chriftians to Sealing-Or-
dinances: ] After which they ought to be immedi-
atcly baptized, and admitted to all the privileges'
of the Church,
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of the mode of inflicting Church-Cenfures.

. The power, which Chrift hath given the Ru-
lers of his Church, is for edification, and not for
teftrution. As, in the preaching of the Word,
the wicked are, miniterially and do&rinally, fe-
parated from the good 5 fo, by difcipline, the
Church authoritatively makes a diftin&ion be-
tween the holy and the profane.  In this the aéts
the part of a tender Mother, correting her
Children only for their good : And that every
one of them may be prefented faultlefs, in the
day of the Lord Jefus.

When any perfon, belenging to the Congrega-
tion, is repoited of, as being guilty of a fcanda-
lous ad cenfurable oftence ; the Church-Seflion
fhall confider it as their duty, to enquire into the
matter ; to call the perfon before them, and to
deal with him, according to the rules of the
Church.

When any member fhall have béen guilty of
a fault, deferving cenfure, the Judicatory fhalt
proceed with ail tendernefs, and reftore their of«
fending brother in the fpirit of mecknefs ; con-
fidering themfelves, left they alfo be tempted.
Cenfure ouglht to be inflited with the greateft

offible folemnity ; that it may be the means of
mprefling the mind of the delinquent with a pro-
per fenfe of his danger, while he ftands excluded
from the privilcges of the Church of the living
God : and that, with the divinc blefling, it may
fead him to repentance ; and earmeftly to defire
to be reconciled to the Iord whom he hath of-
fended, and to his Church, which he hath, by
his fin, fcandalized and gricved.

When
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Wheti dany perfon fhall voluntarily confefs hini=
felf guilty of an offence ; and the offence be of a
fmaller nature ; and He thall appear penitent; the
Judicatory may give him an admonition, to be
more warchful for the future; without proceed-
ing to fufpend or exclude him from privileges.

When the Judicatory has refolved to pafs fen-
tence, fufpending 2 member from Church-privi-
leges, the Moderator fhall addrefs him, to the
following or like purpofe :

¢ Whereas you are guilty [ by your own con-
¢ feflion, or convifted by fufficient proof as the
¢ cafe may be] of the fin of [ here mention the
particular offence] we declare you fufpended
from the privileges of the Church; till you give
fatisfattory evidence of the fincerity of your
repentance.’

We now folemnly rebuke you for. your fin.
Confider, that this is one of iliofe works of the
fleth, which exclude from the kingdom of Hea-
ven. You muft have been far left of God, thus
to crucify afrefh the Son of God, and pur
him to open fhame. Serioufly refle&, that th -
wrath of God is revealed, from Heaven, againil
all unrighteoufnefs ; and that you f{liall have his
wrath poured eut upon you to the uttermeit ;
unlefs you repent.  Out of Chrift, there is no
fafety : for our God is a confr ‘ng fire. But,
while faithfulnefs to your foul .nges us to warn
you of your danger, we call upon you to repert ;
to turn unto the Lord, who will have mercy up-
on you ; and to our God, who wt:ll abundantly
pardon. O be perfuaded to flee to the biood of
{prinkling. Apply anew to Chrilt Jefus the
Lord : for he s able ro fave them to the utcer-
moft, that come unto God by him, fecing he e-
ver liveth to make interceflion for them.
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Then let the Minifter pray, in the following or
like manner :

¢ O Lord, do thou, who haft given authori-
¢ ty to thy {ervants.to bind and to loofe upon
¢ earth, blefs thine own ordinance. Mzy this
¢ perfon be recovered from the fnare of the De-
¢ ftroyer. Nane are able to pluck the people
¢ of Chrift out of his band. Do thou, O com-
¢ paflionate Redeemcr, who didft pray for Pe-
¢ ter, in the hour of temptation, that his Faith
¢ might rot fail, and who didft reftore him after
¢ he had fallen, grant repentance unto this Of-
¢ fender. May his heart be filled with godly
¢ forrow, which worketh repentance not to be
¢ repented of. . O Lord, deal not with him, ac--
¢ cording to the demerit of his fin ; but do thou
¢ magnify thy grace, by the forgivenefs of all his
¢ iniquitics. Blefs thy Church, O thou King of
¢ Saints, and prcfcrvc thy fervants from fach
¢ heinous offences. Let the time to favour Zi-
¢ on come, when the people fialt be fubdued -
¢ under the anointed of the Lord. Enable us,
¢ O Lord, to watch and pray, that we enter not
¢ into temptation. Let not the Adverfary tri-
* umph over thy chofen. Hear us, mof gra-
¢ cious God, for the fake of Jefus Chrilft, the on-
¢ly Mcdmor between God and man.  £7men.’

It is moft expedient, that all this fhonld pafs
only before the Judicatory. But, if any Church-
thipk it moft expedicnt to rebuke the Offender
publicly, this fok:mu exclufion, from the privile-
ges of the Church, may be mthc prcu:ncc of the -
Congrcganon s

After a perfon has been. cxcludc&from Church
privileges, it is not. fit, that he be gmwen over as
loff. The Miniiter, and Elders, and other Chrif-

tians,
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vans, fhould rake occafion ta converfe with him;
asw ell as pray frequently in private, that it would
pleafe God to give him repentance. And it may
not be improper, at times, particularly ea days
preparatory to the difpenfing of the Lord’s
Supper, that the prayers of the Church be of-
fered up, . for thofe unbappy perfons, who by
their wickednefs, have fhut themftlves out from
this holy communion.

When the Judicatory fhall be fatisfied, as.to
the reality of the repentance of any Oﬁ'cndcr, he
fhall, oa his earneft importunity, be admitted to
pro: ‘efs his repentance ; and be reftored to the
privileges of the Church.

It is moft proper, that Penitents, appointed by
the Seflion to be reftored to Church-privileges,
faould be reconciled in the prefence of the Con-
gregation : [yet this is not fo indifpenfible, but
that a Judicatory may, on. good grounds, do it
by themfetves ] and it fhall be done in the follow-.
ing or Lke manner :

The Minifter, having called the Pcnircnt, in:
the prefence of the Congregation, fhall fay

¢ Do. you now profefs your 1cpcntarcc tor
< your fin ; your fincere defire to be reftored to
< the prmlcgcs of the Church; and your pur-
¢ pofe, through the afiffance of the grace of
¢ God, to live as it becometh the Gofpel ?’

Upon his an{wering in the-athrmatve, the Mi-
nifter thall. addrefs him thus. >

Dear. Brother, it gives us fincere- pleafure to
be allowed to. entertain-a hope, that you have
fren your folly, your fin, and your danger, and
have been led to flee for. refuge to the only hope
fet before us in- the Gofpel.  Permit me ro re-
mind you, that you ham. et do. \Htlh the

icart.
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heart-fearching God.. It is eafy to impofe upon
the Church ; you may deceive man, but God
canpot be deceived, and may not be mocked,
Oh ! that your heart may be right with him. If
you, in this folemn manner, profefs repentance,
while you feel nq true repentance, bur are {till
drawn with the Cords of fin, be afraid : for the
pands of mockers thall be made ftrong. But,
Brother, we hope better things of you ; and
things which accompany falvation, though we
thus fpeak. Suffer me to remind you, that much
circumfpe&ionis neceflary; and that ahumble, ho-
ly walking withGadis your fpecialduty, Youhave
grieved the people of God, and given occafion ta
the Adverfary ta blafpheme. 1beleech you,endea-
vour,by your modeft unaffe@ed piety,to edify the
ene,and to ftop the mouth of the other. Y our late
fallhas, nao doubt, convinced youof the greatneed
vou have of the grace and Spirit of God, Live
in conftant dependance thereon : and may you
be enabled, for the future, to adorn the do&rine
of God our Saviour in all things.

Then let the Minifter pray to the following
purpofe -
¢ Moft gracious God, thou art the Father of
mercies ; thou art the God of all grace, and
of all confolation. Judgment is thy ftrange
work.  There is forgivenefs with thec, that
thou mayeft be feared, With the Lord there
is mercy, and with him is plenteous rcdemp-
tion. We defire, O God, to join with this
pcrfon in confefling his iniquity. O may his
fin be ever before him. May he be wafhed in
the fountain opened for fin. Lord thou haft
faid, there is joy in jicaven over onc finner that
repenteth, more than over ninety and nine juft

‘ ¢ perfons,
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¢ perfons, who need no repentance. O Lord,
¢ we befeech thee to magnify thy grace by fa.
¢ ving this precious foul. Do thou loofe in L.ea-
¢ ven, as we NOW, in thy name, loofe him on
¢ carth. O Lord, hide thy face from his fins ;
¢ and blot out all his iniquities. Create in him
¢ aclean heart, Q God ; and renew a righe
¢ {pirit within him, Reftore unto him the joy of
¢ thy falvation ; and uphold him with thy free
¢ Spirit. Blefs all thy Church. Keep us from
¢ falling, San&ify us wholly in body and fpirit ¢
¢ And may we all, at laft, be prefented faultlefs,
¢ before the prefence of thy glory, with exceed-
¢ ing joy : for the fake of Jefus Chrift, for whom
¢ we thank thee; and may, Blefling, and honour,
¢ and glory, and power, be unto him that fitteth -
¢ upon the throne, and unto the Lamb, forever
¢ and ever. Amen.?
Then the Minifter fhall fay to the Penitent :
¢ By virtue of the authority which Chrift hath
left in the Church, for its edification, I pro-
nounce you loofed from the fentence of exclu-
fion, and received again to all the privileges
of the Gofpel. Go and fin no more, left a
worfe thing befal you.’
When any perfon has been, with the advice
of the Prefbytery, (as dire@ed in the Form of
government &c.) adjudged to be cut off from
the communion of the Church, ir is proper that
the fentence be pronounced againft him ; even
although, as is to be expedted in fuch cafes of -
contumacy and wickednefs, he fhould pretend
to defpife the cenfures of the Church, and either
caft off all profeflion of religion, or go to ano-
ther denomination. The defign of excommuni-
cation is, both to operate upon the Qffender as
the
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- the means of,recluming him, and alfo ;10 purge
out the old lcaven fram the Church, that others
wmay not be reproached for his vilenefs, or .con-
gaminated with his ¢

‘I'he Minifter fhall, aftcr the advice of the
Prefbytery has been obtamcd at leaft two Lord’s
days before the cxcommuaication, give the Con-
gregation a thort marrative of the feveral fteps
which have been taken with their fcand{alous
and obftinate brother, and inform them, that it
has been found ncccﬂlxry to refolve to cut him,
off from their communion.

Oa the forenoon of the Lord’s s day appointed
for the purpofc, after all the other parts of wor-
fhip are over, before pronouncing the blefling,
thc Minifter fhall denounce this awful fcntcnu1
in the following or like manner.: .

He fhall begin by thewing the a.uthority of’
the Churchto caft out unworthy members, from
Mat. XVIIL 15, 16, 17, 183 1 Cor. V. 3, 2, 3,
4 §; and fhall brxeﬂy explain th: nature, ufe, and
confequences ofthis tremendous cenfurc ; warniug
the people, to avoid all unneceffary intercouric
with him who is caft out, and to ket hin be unto.
them as an Heathen man and a Publican.

Then hethall fay : (Porit is not tobe c*cpc&-
cd the perfon will bc prefent)

¢ Whereas A. B. hath been, by fufficient
proof, convided of [ here infert thc fin, ] and,
-after much admonition and prayer, obftinatcly
refufeth to hear the Church, and hath mauifeft-
ed no evidence of repentance : Thercfore, in
tae name and by the authoarity of the Lord Je-
tus Chrift, 1 prononnce him fhut out from the
Church of God, and delivered unto Satan, that
his fpxn, may- be faved in the day of the Lord
JL fus.’ Then
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Then the Minifter fhall pray, to the following

porpofe :

¢ Holy, hely, 2oly, Lord God Almighty, thou:
¢ art of purer eyes than to behold inigquity, or.
‘-to look upom fin. Evil $halt nor dwell with
‘- thee, nor fools ftand in thy fight, O Lord,.
‘. do thou blefs this ordinance which thou haft
‘.inftitated. As we have, by thy appointment,
‘fhut out this obftinate finper from the Church.
of the living God ; de thow bimd in hea<
‘ver, whom we now, inthy name, bind upon
rcarth.  Let not thy Church or people be eon
' taminated:with this unworthy member, whom,
as old leaven, we have now purged out. Let
not his fins prove a reproach to our moft holy
“profefion. - But, O moft merciful God, thew
feckeft not the deftrution of the finner. Take
‘nmot, we befeech thee, thy holy Spiric wholly
from this unhappy Perfon. O caufe him to
 feel the tremendous danger of being withour
'God, and withour hope in the world. C€on-:
-vince him, by thy Spirit, of fin, of righteoaf-
“nefs, and of judgment. QO Lord, from a deep:
:fenfe of guilt, may he, in due time, be laid-
cunder. the ‘happy neceflity, of feeking the:
peaec of God and of his Church ; that fo he,’
*: who hath beenr bound with much grief and're-
“-Juttance, may be loofcd with the joy of alk
‘:8aints. Aand; O Lord, may thy people, warn-
“-ed:by this dreadful example; fear and do:no:
“ more prefumptuonfly. O Lord, hear, anfwer,.
¢ and de, forthe fake of Jefus Chrift : and to
“:thy name be afcribed glory, dominion, and
¢-praife, world without end.  Amen.’
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It may perhaps happen, that fome, whon
God hath given up to a feared confcience and
to harduefs of hearr, will affe to defpife this
fentence, and to be highly offended mth the
Church. But in general excommunicated per-
fons, when they coolly refle& on their fin, and re.
member thar this is the ordinance of Chrift, will it
1s hoped be wounded intheir hearts and pricked in
their reins.  Like Cain, when God pronounced
featence upon him for the murder of his brother,
they will find their punifhment greater than they
are able to bear.  Knowing themfelves to be
an execration and a curfe in the earth, they
will, for the moft part, be defirous of being
delivered from this unhappy condition. As the
Father ran to meet the prodigal fon, when he
was yet a great way off ; fo the Church fhould
cherith every fympiom of humility and re-
pentance.

When the Church-Seflion fhall have cbtained
fatisfation, as to the fincerity of his penitence,
and have confulted the Prefbytery, the Minifter
fhall, at leaft two Lord’s days before, inform the
Congrcoanon of the fteps which have been taken
with the excommunicated perfon ; and that it is
refolved to reftore him to Charch-privileges.

On the day appointed for his abfolurion, when
all the other parts of divine fervice are over, be-
fore pronouncing the blefling in the forenoon,the
Minifter thall call upon the excommunicated per-
fon, and propofé¢ to him, in the prefence of the
Congregation, the foilowing queftions : L

¢ Do you, from a deecp fenfe of your grcac
¢ wickednefs, freely confefs your fin, obltina-
¢ cy and prefumption, in thus rebelling againft
¢ God, and in refufing to hear his Church ;

¢ and
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¢ and do you acknowledse that you have been,

in jultice and mercy, eut off from the commu-

nivn of the Saints 2 Anfwer, [ do. Do you
.now voluntarily profels your fincere repent-
¢ ance, and deep contrition, for your fin and ob-
itinacy s and do you hunbly aik the torgive-
nefs of God and of his Church ? Anfwer, [
do. Do you fincerely promife, through di-
vine grace, to hive iu all hamblenefs of mind
and circum{pedtion ; and to endeavour to a-
dorn the doétrine of ‘God our Saviour, by
having your coaverfation as becometh the Gof-
¢ pel?  Anfwer I do.

Here the Miniiter {hall eive the Penitenta fuit-
able exhortation addrcﬂiwr i1im in the bowels of
brotherly love, encouraging and comforting him.
Then he fhall pronounce the fentence of abfolu-
tion, in the following words :
¢ Whereas you, A. B. for your fin and obﬂl-

¢ nacy, have been fhut out from the communion
¢ of the Faithful, bvt have now manifefted {uch
repentance as fatisfies the Church: In the name
of the Lord Jefus Chrift and by his authority,
I deciare you abfolved, from thie fentence of ex-
communication formerly denounced againit
you ; and I do, with pleafure, receive you in-
to thc communion of the Churchy that you
¢ may be a partaker of all the benefits of the
Lord Jefus to your eternal falvation.” .
Here the Minifter fhall pray to the following
effe: .
¢ Almighty God, and moft merciful Fathcr,
thou wilt not execute the fiercenefs of thine
anger, thou wilt not return to deftroy ; for thou
art God, and not man, the holy One in the
midtt of us. Thy thoughts are not as our
N ¢ thoughts ;
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¢ thoughts ; therefore the fons of men are not
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confumed. Theu art a faithful God, keeping
mercy for thoufands, forgiving iniquity, tranf-
greflion, and fins, and that will by no means
clear the guilty. We humbly adore and yield
thee hearty thanks, for the exceeding great
riches of thy grace in Chrift Jefus. In him
thou art reconciling the world unto thyfelf';
not imputing unto them their trefpafles or their
fins. kncouraged by the numberlefs intima-
tions of thy mercy and grace, O Lord, we pre-
fent this Penitent unito thee.  Againft thee,
thec ouly, has he finned, and in thy {ight done
tliis evil. O Lord, he hath hardened himfelf
againit reproof. Like profune Efau, he hath de-
fpited his birth-right. He hath counted it a
fmall thing to be cut off from the Church of
the living God. 'We muft confefs before thee,
O thou moft High, that he hath trodden un-
der foot the fon of God, and hath counted the
blood of the covenant wherewitli he was fanc-
tificd, an unholy thing. O Lerd, et him not
be like Efau, who found no place for repent-
ance, though he fought it carciully with tears,
We befecch thee, O our God, o fill his heart,
more and more, with godly feriow. May he
receive, from the Prince and Saviour exalted,
true repentance, and remiflion of fins. May
his heart be fprinkled from an evil confcience,
and his body wafthed with pure water. Re-
ceive him, O Lord, into thy fold, as we now,
in thy name, receive him again into the Church.
May his foul be bound in the bundle of life.
Preferve him from temptation ; and may he
henceforth live in thy fear. O God, blefs all
thy people.  May their love be confirmed hto

¢ this
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this penitent.  Let him that thinketh he ftand.
eth take heed left he fall. Letno evil furmi-
fing, againft their brother, find place in their
hearts : but may love, which covereth a mul-
titude of fins, poflefs every foul.  Forgive, we
befeech thee, all our fins, and preferve us un-
 to thy heavenly kingdom and glory : for the
¢ {ake of Jefus Chrift, who is our Advocate in
¢ heaven 3 and who, with the Father, and the
¢ Holy Spirit, ever liveth and reigneth, in one
¢ undivided Godhead, Amen.’

Of the Solemnization of Marriage,

[} L] a " n »

Marriage is not a facrament, nor peculiar to
the Church of Chrift. It is proper that every
Commonwealth, for the good of fociety, make
faws to regulate Marriage, which all Citizens are
bound to obey,

Chriftians ought to marry in the Lord ; there-
fore it is fit, that their marriage be folemnized
by a lawful Mlmﬂcr, that fpecial inftru&tion may
be given them, and fuitable prayers made, when
they enter into this relation,

Marriage is to be between one man and one
woman only ; wnd they arc not to be within the
degrees of con ﬁmﬂrmmt) or affinity prohibited
by the word of God.

The parties ought to be of fuch years of dif-
cretion as to be capable of making their own
cho’™~e; and if they be under age, or live with
their parents, the confent of the parents, or o-
thers under whofe care they are, oughtto e pre-
vioufly obtained, and well certificd to the Mi-
nifter, before he proceed: to folemnize the mar-
riage.

Parents
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Parents ounht neither to compel their cluld:eq
to marry contrary to their own wnclinations, nor
dcny their cuaicut without Juﬁ: and i nt,ort.mt
rcaion.,. |

_Marriage is of a public nature. The welfare
of civil wwn the happinefs of families, and
the crodic of r‘.hgloq are deeply mtereﬁcu i it.
‘dherelore the purpole of marriage ouzht to be
illfﬁcncntly pullithed a proper time, prevlouﬂv to
tie folemnization "of it. It is enjoined on all
Minifters to be careful that, in this martter; they
ncither trapfgrefs the laws of Gad, nor the laws
of the community : And that chev may not de-

Htroy the peace and comfo of families, they mult

Le properly certificd, with refpeét to the partics
applyuqr to them, that no )u{t objcctions lie a-
gainft ‘their marnage.

Marriage muft alvays be performed beforc
a competent number of witnefles 5 and the Min-
ilter is togive a ccrtmcatc of the marriage, whep
rcqmred |

When the parties prefent themfclves for marri-
age, the Minilter is to defire, if there is any per-
fon prefent wito knows any lawful reafon why
thcfc perfons may not be joined tofrcthcr in the
marria e rela ation, that they will now make ll’.
known, or ever after hold "hc‘ll‘ peacc,

No obje&tions being made, he is thén {everal-
ly to addrefs hunfcit to the parties to be mai-
ricd, in the following or like words 1

<y ou, fir, declare, in the prefence of God,
¢ thutyon do not know any reafon, by precon-
¢ tra& or Othcrmfc, why you may not lawfully
¢ marry tuis woman.’

Upon his declaring he does vot, the Minifter
fhall addrifs him{elt to the Bride, in the fame or
{fimilar terms :
‘ ¢ You
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¢ You,Madam,declare,in the prefence of God,

¢ that you do not know any reafon, by precon-
¢ tradt or orhcrwnfc, x.hy you may not ldwfully

‘

marry this man.’
Upon ker declaring fhe does not, heisto pray

to the tollowing impert :

N &
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¢ Moit holy, and moft gracions God, we a-
dore thee as che Maker of our bodies, and the
father ol cur fpirits.  Be pleafed to accept
our grateful acknowledgments, that thou haft
madc as rational creatures 5 and that thou haft
made us capable of the various bleflings of the
focial lite. - We adore thee for the inilitution
of marriage ; and that theu haft made it ho-
nourable in all.  Be pleated to blefs thefe per-
fous who are a2bout to be jomed 1o each cther
in this mmate and tender relation. While
they join hands may they join hearts 5 and be-
ing united to ¢ach other m the marrtice coves
nant, may they be united to the Uord Jefus in
that covenant, which ic ordercd 1 ol thies
and fure. May they enter upon this int;_-( r-
tant relation in the fear of the Lerd ; und Y ove
abundant caufe to adore and rcjoice in that
providcncé that kath formed it bev con them.
Ve devoutly pray for thy gracicus preferce
.th us ; for the pardon of our fins ; aud
for the accc-ptancc both of our perfons and
fervices ; for the fake of Jefus Chrit, thy Son,
our oniy Lord and Saviour. = Amen’
‘I'he Minifter fhall then proceed to give them

fome inftrution, from the Scriptures, rcfpeQing
the inftitution and duties of this ftate, fhewing ;

(4
¢
é

¢ That God has inftituted marriage for the
comfort and happinefs of mankind, in declaring
a man fhall forfake his father and mother and

* cleave unto his wife, and that marriage is ho-

¢ pouralle
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nourable in all ; that he hath appointed wvari.
ous dutics, which are incumbent upon thofs
who enter 12to this relation ; {uch as, a highe-
fteem and mutual love for another ; bear-
ing with each other’s infirmities and weak-
nefles, to which humaa nawre is fubje@ in its
prefent lapfed ftate; to encourage cach other un-
der the various ills of life ; to comfort one a-
nother in ficknefs 3 in honefty and induftry to
provide for cach others temporal fupport ; ta
pray for and encourage onc another, in the
things which pertain to God, and to their im-
mortal fouls ; and to live together as the heirs
of the grace of lite.’

Then the Minifter fhall caufc the bridegroom
and bride ro join their right hands, and fhall pro-
nounce the marriage covenant, firft to the man, in
thefe words :

‘ You, fir, take this woman, whom vou hold
¢ by the hand, to be your lawful and married
wife ; and you promife, and covenant, in the
prefence of God and thefe witnefles, that you
will be unto her a loving and faithful hufband,
until you fhall be feparated by death.’

'The Bridegroom fhall exprefs his confent, by
faying, ¢ Yes I do.’

Then the Miniiter fhall addrefs himfelf to the
woman in thefe words :
¢ You, Madam, take this man, whom you
hold by the hand, to be your lawful and mar-
ried hufband ; and you promife, and cove-
nant, in the prefence of God and thefe wit-
nefles, that you will be unto him a loving,
foithful, and obedient wife, until you fhall be
feparated by death.’

The Bride thall exprefs her confent, by faying,
¢ Yes, I do’ Then
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Then the minifter 15 to fay ;

¢ I pronounce you, Huiband and Wife, ace
¢ cording to the ordinance of God ; what there-
¢ fore God hath joined together, let not man put
¢ afunder.’

After this the Mimfter may exhort them, in a
few words, to the mutual difcharge of their duty.

Then let him conclude with a prayer to this
effeét.

¢ Moft merciful and gracious God, in whom
¢ all the families of the carth are blefled, we pray
¢. for thy blefling to defcend upon thefe perfons,
¢ whom now, in thy holy providence, thou hailt
¢ brought into the marriage relation. May they
¢ enter upon a family ftate in thy fcar, and live
¢ in thy favonr. Blefs them wuth all fpiritual
¢ and temporal bleflings ; Blefs them m their
¢ bafker, and in their ftore. May they dwell to-
¢ gether in love, as joint heirs of the rrace of
¢ life, that their prayers may not be hindered.
¢ We commit them, O Lord, to thy mdulgent
¢ providcnce, praying, that goodnefs and mercy
¢ may attend them all the days of their appoint-
¢ ed time. We thank thee, for the prefent
¢ joyful occafion ; and that the voice of the
¢ bridegroom and of the bride is ftill hcard
¢ among us. May we rejoice in thy fear.
¢ Kcep us back from fin. Pardon all our trani-
¢ greflions. Help us all to live in the faithful
¢ difcharge of the duties which are incumbent
¢ upon us, in our various relations. Guide us
¢ by thy counfel through this world, and after-
¢ wards admit us to that ftate of perfection,
¢ where there will be neither marrying nor giv-
¢ ing in marriage, but where we fhall be as the
¢ angels of thy prefence: And now to the Fa-
¢ ther,the Son, and the Holy Ghoft, be afcribed
¢ cvcrla&mg praifes. Ainen.’ Lat
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Let the Minilter keep a proper regifter, of the
names ot all perfons whom he marries, and of the
time of their marriage, for the perufal of all
whom it may concern.

Of the Vifitation of the Sick.

When perfons are fick, it is their duty, befors
their ftrength and underftanding fail them, 1o
fend tor their Minitter, and to make known to
him, with prudence, their fpiritual ftate 5 or to
confult kim on the concerns of their precious
fouls © And it is his duty to vifit them, at their
requeft, and to apply himfelf, with all tenderncis
and love, to admniiter fplrltual goud to their
immortal fouls.

He fhall inftruét the fick, out of the Scrip-
tures, that dilcafes arife not out of the ground,
nor do thcy come by chance ; ut that they are
dire&cd and fent by & wife and holy God, cither
for correftion of fin, for the trial of grace, for
imgrov emert in tcligion, cr for other imporrant
ends : and that they fhall work together for
goad to zil thofe who make a wife improvement
of God’s vifitation, ne¢ither defpifing his chaften-
ing hand, nor waxing weary of his rebukes.

If the Minifter apprchend Lim to be gruﬂ) iga
norant, he fhali examine him upon the motit plam
and imporzant principlesof religion; and inftrué
him, in the nature of repentance and faith, and
the way of acceptance with God, through the
mediation and atonement of J-efus Chriit.

He fhall exhort the fick to examime himfelf ;.to
fearch his heart, and try his former ways, by the
word of God ; and aflift him, by mentiocning
fome of the obvious marks and evidences of fin.

cere piety. i
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1t the fick fhall fignify any feruple, doubt or
wemptation, under which he labours, the Minifter,
mult endeavour to fefolve his doubts, and admi-
ritter inflrudden and dire®icn, as the cafe may
foem to require.

£ the fick appear te be a ftupid, thoughtlefs
and hardened fromer, he thall endeavour to awa-
%ea hismind ; to aroufe his confcience ; to con-
vince him of the evil and dunger ot {in ; of the
curfe of the law, and the wrath of God due to
finners 3 to bring him to a humble and peniren-
tal fenle of his iniquities 3 and to ftate before
him the fulnefs of the grace and nercy of God,
tn and throngh the gloricus Redeemer ; the
abfolute neceflity of faith and repentance, in or-
der to his being intercfted in the favour of God,
er his obtaining everlafting happinefs.

If the fick perfon thail appear o have know-
ledge, to be of a tender confeience, and to have
been endeavourig to ferve God in uprightnefs,
though not without many failings and finful in-
firmities ; or if his fpirit be broken with a fenfe
of fin, or through appreherficns of the want of
the divine favour ; then it will be proper to ad-
minifler confolation and enconragement to him,
by fetting before him the freenefs and riches of
the grace of God, the ali-fufficiency of the right-
coufnefs of Cluift, and the fupporting promifes
of the gofpel. \

The Minifter muit endeavour to guard the
fick perfon againtt ill-grommded perfuafions of the
mercy of God, without a vital union to Chrift ;
and agairft unreafonable fears of death and de-
fponding difcouragements ; againft prefumption
upon his own goodnefs and merit, upon the one
hand ; and againft defpair of the mercy and
orace of -Ged in Chrift Jefus, on the other. I

0 . "
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In one word, it is the Minifter’s duty to admi-

nifter to the fick perfon inftru&tion, convition,
fupport, confolation or encouragemecnt, as his
cafe may feem to reqiire.

At aproper time, when he is moft compofed,

the Minifter, if defired, fhall pray with and for
him, in the following or like manner.

a an ~ e
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¢ O thou, fovereign, grea and glorious Jcho-
vah,we bowdown beforethee,and acknowledge
our abfolute dependance upon thee. Thou
halt made it our duty to pray with and for the
fick and the afflitted. Enable us, at this time,
to pray in faith, to cenfefs our fins with peni-
tential fcnnmcnts of heart, and to draw near
to thee, in humble dependance upon the a-
tonement of our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift.
We acknowledge, that we are guilty finners,
finners by naturec and finners by praice. Sin is
the proctring cafe of all the calamities which
come upon us. Sin has introduced ficknefs,
pain, mifery and death into our dpoftate world.
Aflli&ion cometh not forth of the duft, neither
doth trouble fpring out of the ground. O
Lord, thou killeft and thou makeft alive, thou
woundeft and thou healeft, thou layeft on beds
of ficknefs, and thou raifeft up again. Thou
haft brought us into_this world, thou continu-
eft us init, and takeft us out of it according to
thy holy pleafure. 'We know and are aflured,
that the God of all the earth always does that
which is right.

¢ O moft merciful Fathcr, extend compaflion
to this perfon on a bed of ficknefs, lan guifh-
ment and diftrefs.. Shew unto him why thou
contendeft with him, and why thou afflieft
him very fotc. Rebuke him not in thmc an-’

¢ ger,




o« A N A& A &6 O A A AR A AN AR AR A A AN R &6 A ANl R A 6O PF AR AN ¢

( 107 )

ger, nor chaften him in thy hot difpleafure.
When thou with rebukes doft chaften man for
fin, thou makeft his beauty to confume awa

like a moth. Let him neither defpife the chaft-
ning of the Lord, nor faint when he is rebu-
ked of him. Remove thy ftroke, we pray thee.
O fpare a little, that he may recover ftrength,
before he go hence, and be here no more.
San&ify to him this vifitation of thy provi-
dence. Fnable him to make a fuitable improve-
ment of it, for his foul’s good. Prepare him
for all the events of thy will.  If thou art pleaf-
ed to recover him from this affli¢tion, and to
add unto his days, we pray that he may rife to
health and ftrength, with a faithful remem.

brance of thy corre&ing hand, and with full

purpoies of holinefs and new obedience.
When thou haft tried him, O Lord, let him
come forth as gold which has been tried.
Speak the word and he fhall be healed. Deal
bountifully with him and he fhall live and
praife thee. But if this ficknefs be unto death,
and thon haft determined to finith his days by
the prefent vifitation, O Lord, have mercy
upon his precious foul. Pardon ali his fins.
Give him clear evidences of an intereft in thy
favour.  May he find, by fweet experience,
nis foul united to Jefus by a new and living
faith. Save him from the temptations of Sa-
tan. Take away the fting of dearh, and caufe
him to triumph over the grave ; and, when
his fleth and his heart faileth, be thou the
ftrength of his heart, and his portion forever.
O Lord, we wait for thy falvation. We com-
mit him unto thee, praying, that if he live, he
may live to thee, and if he die, that he may

¢ die
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die to thee, that whether he liveth or Jicth L
may be thine. Hear us, O our God. and an.
fwer us, only for the fuke of our divine Re
decmer 5 to whom, with the Father, and Spi.
1t of all grace, be given glory, and honour,
and dominion, and power, forever and evei.
¢ swen

‘The Minifter fhall admonifh him to fettle his
worldly aiiairs ; to make reftituticn or fatisfac-
tion where he hath done any wreng ; to be re-
couctled to thofe with whom Lie may liave been
at vastance 5 o forgive all men thoir i) affes
azair!! ke, as he expedts forgivenets from God;
ard. ' 1= be rich. ro lif~ofe of fome part of Jis
wor'oy fubftanee for charitable pureefcs, or for
the Church of Chrift,

I aftly, the Minifter may improve the prefent
occafion to. exhort thofe about the fick, to confi-
der their mortaticy 5 to turn to the Lord and make
their peace with kim 5 in healil: to prepare for

ficknefs, death and judgment.
Of the Burial of the Dcad.

When any Chriftian departs this life, let the
corpfe be taken care of in a decent manner, and
be kept a proper and fuflicient time betore inter-
ment.

When the feafon for the funeral comes, let
all who are prefent, condué& themfelves with gra-
viry. We highly difapprove of the ufe of {piri-
tucus liquors at the funeral of any perfons of
our communion ; and we recommer d the utter
abtolition of a cuflom fo offenfive and improper.
I: is decentand proper, that perfons be interred,
in a marner fuitable to their rank and condition
while living.
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L.et the Chnitian friends, who attend at the
houle ot the funeral, apply themfelves to ferious
meditation and difcourfe; and the Miniihr, if pre-
{ear, may exhort them to confider the frailry of
life, and the inportance of being prepared for
deoh and eternity.,

i'hea letthe dead body be decently atended
to the grave, and there immediately interred
W.UICUT aly ceremony.

‘e
-

Cf Tuling 5 and of the obfervaticr of days of
T /mn,( frfving.

There is no day under the Gofpel commani-
ed to be kept holy, except the Lord’s dav, whici
is the chriftian fabboih.

Thofle feafons, vulgarly cailed heliday 2, not
being appointed in the word of God, but hvias;
been introduced in times of fuperfiition, and a-
buicd to much fin, arc not te be obferved by the
people of our communion.

Neverthelefs to obferve days of fafting and
thank{giving, as the extraordinary difpenfations
of divinc p:ovmcqc may direct, we judge both
{criptural and rational.

Fafts and thankfzivings may be obferved by
individual Chui h.ms or humhes, iz private, by
pamculax Con. gregacions, by a number of Con-
gregations contiguous to each other, by the Con-
gregations under the care of a Prefbytery, or
of a Synod, or by all the Congregations of our
Church.

It muft be left to the judgment and difcretion
of every Chriftian and family to determine, when
it is proper to obferve a private faft or thank{-
giving ; and to the Churchfeffion to determine

fcr
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for particular Congregations ; and to the Pref
byteries or Synods to determine for larger dif-
ricts. When it is deemed expedient that a faft
or thankfgiving fhould be general, the call for
them muf% be judged of by the Synod or Gene-
ral Council. And if at any time the civil power
thould think it proper to appoint a faft or thank{-
giving, it is the duty of the Minifters and people
of our communion, as we live under a chriftian
government, to pay all due refpe& ro the fame.
Public notice is to be given a convenient time
before the day of fafting or thank{giving comes,
that perfons may fo order their temporal affairs,
that they may properl} attend to the duties thereof.

There fhall be public worfhip upon all fuch

days ; and let the prayers, pfalms, portions of
cripture to be read, and fermons, be all, in a
fpecial manner adapted to the occafion.
- On faft days, let the Minifter point out the
authority and providences calling to the obferva-
tion thereof ; and let him fpend a more than u-
fual portion of time in folemn prayer, particular
confeflion of fin, efpecially .of the fins of the day
and place, with their aggravations, which have
brought down the judgments of heaven. And
let the whole day be fpent in deep humiliation
and mourning before God.

On days of thankfgiving, he is to give thelike
information, refpe&ting the authority and provi-
dences which call to the obfervance of them ;
and to fpend a more than ufual part of the time
in the giving of thanks, agreeably to the occa-
fion, and in finging pfalms or hymns of praife.

It is the duty of people, on thefe days, to re-
joice with holy gladnefs of heart ; and to mani-

feft
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teft the l'bcrahtv, which is their grcat duty, up-
on fuch occafions, by fending poriions and giv-
g gifts. But let trembling be fo joined with
our mirth, as that no excefs or unbecoming levi-

ty be mdulged
Of ibe Ordination of Minifters of the Gofpel.

The Ordination of a Perfon, to the Work of
the Gofpcl Miniftry, is the fetting Him apart
to this holy Office, agreeably to tae Inftitution
of Chrift, the great Head of the Church. This
is the Bufinefs of the Prefb ytery. |

When the Perfon to be ordained has pafled
through the Trials prefcribed in the Form of Go-
vernment and Difcipline, or fuch others as fhall
be deemed fatisfaltory ; the Prefbytery being
met for his ordination, the Sermon being ended,
and the Engagements, dire&ed in the Form of
Government, &c. being taken, the Perfon, who
is to be ordained, fhall kneel down in the moft
¢onvenient part of the Churck:, and the Minifter,
who has been appointed to prefide, fhall lay his
Right Hand upon his Head, and then all the
other Minifters of the Prcfbytcrv prefent, fhall
alfo lay their Right Hands upori his Head ; and
the prefiding Minifter fhall pray in the following
or like manner:

¢ Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, We
¢ adore Thee, as the one, living, and true God,
¢ the Creator and the Preferver of all things.
¢ We adore Thee as the God and Father of our
¢ Lord Jefus Chrift, and in him recenciling the
“ world unto Thyfclf not imputing their trefpaf-
¢ fes unto them,” We moft devoutly praife Thee
« for the unfpeakablé¢ Gift of a Savieur, and for

¢ the
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thePlan of faving loit Mon through bimg ol

Incaroavion, his Atonement, his Rofvrredtion
and Afcenfion 1o Glory. We praide 1heg,
that, when-He afcended up on high, e led
Capuvity captive, and gave Gifts unto Min:
that he gave fome, Apoftles ; and fome, Uro-
phicts ; and fome, Lvangclifts 3 and {omce, Pai-
tors and Teachers ; for the perfeding of the
Saints, for the Werk of the Miniftry, for thic

¢ cdifying of the Body of Chrifl.:

a A @ »
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¢ We thaifs Thee, O Lerd, that Theun art
raifing up and qualifying Mcu for this grea
Work, from age to age, and thrcughour the
feveral Parts of thy Church. We dank
T'hee, that thou kaft inclired the heart of this
thy Servant to devote HindlM to the Lord, in
the Work of the Miniflry.  We pray that
Thou wouldit gracioufly accept of the Dedi-
cation which He now makcs of Himiclt o
1 hee, in the Gofpel of thy Son.

¢ We do, in the name of the Father, and of
the Son. and of the Hcly Gliofi, ordain him
Bifhop of this Church ; and fct him arart to the
Office of the holy Miniftry. W noft humbly
pray, that thou wouldeft gracioully approve
and ratify in heaven, what we now do in thy
name, upon earth,

¢ O moft merciful God, grant this thy fervant a
double portion of thy Spirit. I nable him to
be diligent and faithful in the difcharge of the
areat duties of his miniftry.  May he be wife
in winning fouls to Chrift. Make him an e-
minent blefling to thy Church in general, and
to thefc thy People, over whom thou art feg
ting him, in particular. Enable him, O Lord,
to take heed unto himfclf, and 10 his doétrine,
and to continue in them, that he may both fave
himfelf, and them that bear him, ¢ Gra-
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¢ Gracious God, pardon all our fins, and hear
us, for the fake of Jefus Chrift our lord :
And let the Glory be to the Father, and to
the Scn, and to the Holy Spirit, now and for
¢ cver. Amen.

Prayer being ended, and the Perfon ordained
having rifen from his knees, the Minifter, who
prefides, fhall give him the Bible, addrefling hin
in words to the following import :

‘ You have now received authority to preach
¢ the Gofpel, and to adminiftér all the Ordinances
inflitured by Chrift. In token’whereof, take this

holy book,which contains your commiffion; ftu-
dy it carefully ; and condu& yourfelf, in cvery
. part of your office, in conformity to it.”

Then he fhall take him by the Right Hand
{aying, in words to this purpofe; ¢ We give
¢ You the Right Hand of Fellowfhip. to take
part of this Miniftry with us.””  Or thus :
In token of our acceptance of you, to rake
part with us in this facred Miniftry, to which
we have now fet you apart, we do, agreeably
to the Apoftolic example, give you the Right
Hand of Fellowthip.”  Then the Minifters who
laid hands upon him, fhall, in their orde:, take
him by the right hand.

‘The Minifter who prefided, or fome other ap-
pointed to the bufinefs, fhali then addrefs him on
the Narure and Importance of the Office to which
he has been fet apart : charging him,

¢ To take heed unto himfclf, and to all the
¢ flack,  over which the Holy Ghoft hath made
¢ him Overfeer ; to feed the Church of God,
¢ which he hath purchafed with his own blood ;
¢ to love Chriflt, and to feed his theep : fhewing
¢ him, that 2 Bifhop muft take the over! :ht of

P ¢ them,
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them, not by conftraint, but willingly ; not for
filthy Lucre, but of a ready Mind ; neither as
being Lord over God’s Heritage, but as an
Example to the Flock, in Word, in Converfa-
tion, in Charity, in Spirit, in Faith, in Purity :
Exhorting him, that he negle& not the Gift
that is ip kim, but that he meditate upon thefe
things, and give himfelf wholly to them, that
his profiting may appear unto all ; that he take
heed, not only to Himfelf, but alfo to his Doc-
trine ; and that he continue ftedfaft therein ;
that he bear patiently all the Trials to which
the faithful difcharge of the duties of his office
may at any time fubjet him, in humble depen-
dance upon the grace and faithfulnefs of his
Lord, who has promifed to be with his Mini-
fters even to the end of the world ; that he
preach the word, be inftant, in feafon and out
of feafon, reprove, rcbuke, exhorr, with all
long-fuffering and doétrine ; and that he rule
well his own houfe ; encouraging him to hope
and expeét, that, when the chief Shepherd
fhall appear, he fhall receive a Crown of Glory
that fadeth not away,’
After this, the fa.ne Minifter, or another as
may be molt convenient, fhall addrefs the Con-
gregation (if the perfon has becn ordained to a
particular charge) on the ineftimable blefling of
a judicious and faithtul adminiftration of the
Word and the ordinances of the Gofpel in a fta.
ted way, He fhall lay beforc them the duties,
which a People owe their Minifter, with the ob-
Jigations to a confcientious difcharge thereof :
fthcwing them c

¢ That they are bound to efteem and honour
¢ him for his works fake ; to attend upon his
¢ miniftry
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miniftry with diligence and fieadinefs, and to
ftudy to profit thereby ; to receive, with meek-
nefs, hisadmonitions afid reproofs, and to fubmit
to the difcipline of Chrilt’s houfe, adminiftred
by him, in conjuncion with the other officers
of the Church ; to be much in prayer to God
for him, as one who watches t{))r their fouls,
and muft give an account of his ftewardfhip ;
to afford, with pun&uality and cheerfulnefs,
the worldly fupport, which, in this folemn
manncr, they have promifed him, before God,
and the holy Angels, and his Charch ; affur-
ing them, that the great Judge of quick and
dead will, at the laft day, acknowledge what is
done unto his fervants, as done unto himfelf :
And finally, exhorting them to ftudy the things
that make for peace, both with their Minifter,
and among themfelves, that he and they may
appear with joy in the great day of Chrift.’

‘The Minifter having finithed this acdrefs, thall

pray, and give thanks, in the following or like
manner .

n N A A AN

€
¢

¢ Moft merciful Father, we thank Thee for
the miniftry of reconciliation ; that Thou haft
commirted this treafure to carthen veflels, that
the exccllency of the powet may be of God and
not of man. We thank Thee, that Thou haft
provided thy Charch in this place with one
to take tlie overfight of them in the Lord.
We befeech Thee to qualify thy Servant,
more and more, for the faithful, the honoura-
ble, and the fuccefsful difcharge of his high

¢ truft. Encourage his hedrt, acd ftrengthen
¢ his hands therein, from day to day. Grant
¢ him, O Lord, a dcep and an abiding fenfe of
¢ his dependance upon the influences of the

¢ Spirit
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¢ Spirit of Chrift for the fuccefs of his labours.
¢ May he have many feals of his miniftry in this
¢ place ; many as his crown of rejoic¢ing in the
¢ prefence of our Lord Jefus Chrift at his com-
¢ ing. Render him, we pray Thee, happily in-
¢ ftrumental in promoting true and undefiled
¢ Religion, before the Father, and the Lord
¢ JcfusChrift, throughout the Chureh in general,
¢ as well as in this place. May this Congr;:ﬁga-
¢ tion be properly fenfible of the rich blefling
¢ Thon haﬁr this day confetred upon them ; and
¢ may they be enabled to reccive and improve
¢ itin a fuitable manner. May they grow and
¢ increafe, under the miniftry of thy Servant,
¢ with the increale of God. May many be
¢ added to them daily, of fuch as fiall be faved
¢ in the day of 'Chril{‘ We pray that thy Ser-
¢ vant and this People may be mutual comforts
¢ and bleffings to cach other, for a long time to
¢ come; and may their appearance, in the day
¢ of the Lord,be to their eternal joy, through Je-
¢ fus Chrift, our Lord, A4men.’

A Pfalm fhall then be fung, and the Congre-
gation difmiffed with the ufual Blefling.

The fubjedts of the Charges, to the Minifter
and People, in the cafe of Ordination, will furnith
proper matter for the addrefles of the like nature;
in the cale of the inftalment of a Minifter for-
merly ordained. |

Every Prcfb'{‘fcry will be beft able to judge of
the age at which it is proper to ordain any per-
fon to the work of the Gofpel Miniftry ; but
we think that, in ordinary cafes, the Candidate
thould be, at leaft, twenty-four years of age.

The
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The Direftory for Secret and Fasmily Worfbip.

Befides the public workhip in Congregatians, it
is the indifpenfable duty of each perfon aione, in
fecree, and of every family by itfeif in private, to
pray to and worthip God.

Secret worfhip is moft plialy enjoitted by - our
Lord: In this duty every one, apart by hamfelf,
is to fpend fome time in prayer, reading the ferip-
turés, holy medication, and ferious felf examina-
tion. The many advantages, arifmg from a con-
fcrentious attendance upon thefe dutics, ace beft
known to thofe who are found in the faithful
difcharge of them.

Family worfhip, which ought to be perform-
ed by cvery family, ordinarily morning and e-
vening, confifts in prayer, reading the fcriptares,
and finging praies. :

The Head of the family, who is to lead in this
fervice, ought ro be careful that all the members
of his houfhold duly atrend, 2u:d that none with-
draw themfelves wnneceflarily from any part of
family worfhip ; and that all refrain from their
common bufinefs, while the fcriptures are read,
and gravely attend to the fame, no lefs than when
prayer or praife is offered up.

Let no idler, or vagrant perfon,perform worthip
in families ; fecing perfons tainred with errors, or
aimmg at divifions, may be ready to crecp into
houfes and lead captive unftable fonls. Buot thisis
fiot to be underftood, as. prohibiting the Head of
a family from inviting a chriftian friend to priy.
in his family who may be occafionally prefent, and
gil_l&fcdchara&cr, for ftedfaftnefs and picty, is cfta-

ithed.

At
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At family worthip, let cach family keep by
themfelves, without inviting perfons of other fa-
milies 1o join with them.

Let not any fociety or conference meetings,
under pretence of more fpiritual advantage, ever
interfere with or fet afide the due order and re-
gular worthip of familics ; for the latter is a di-
vine inftitution, and of much greater utility and
importance.

Let every Head of a family be careful to ca-
techife and inftru& his family, at leaft once every
week ; and we think the moft proper time for
thefe exercifes is on Sabbath evenings. And we
judge it would be much more for the edification
of Chriftian families, and for the advancement of
true religion, for families, apart by themfelves, to
fpend their Sabbath evenings in catechifing,
holy conference, repetition of the fermons they
heard through the day, in prayer, praife, and
other religious duties, than in running about te
attend fociety or other meetings, as the pradtice
of too many is, even to the negleé, we fear, of
common family duties.

As many as can conceive prayer ought care-
fully to improve this gift of God; yet for the
fake of the young and more bafhful Heads of
families, we have fubjoined a few forms of Fa-
mily Prayer, carneftly recommending it to all
fuch, not to be negligent in cukivating a fpirit of
prayer, and to ufe thefe forms no longer than till
they fhall have learned to exprefs the defires of
their hearts to God for their families, with fome
degree of propriety.
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A PRAYER for aFAMILY ,on the morning of the
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LorD’s Davy.

¢ O Thou blefled, glorious, and highly exalted
Lord, nur God, we defire, with all humility -
and reverence, to bow down and offer homage
and worfhip to ‘Thee, this morning of thy
holy day. We adore Thee as the King eter-
nal, immortal, invifible, the only wife God.
Thou art worthy of all honour, love, worthip
and praife, from all thy intelligent creatures.
Angels and Arch-angels proftrate themfelves
before thy throne, and they ceafe not, day or
night, to afcribe glory, honour, dominion and
power, to him that fitteth on the throne, and to
the Lamb forever and ever. We, who are
worms of Jhe duft, and have our habitation in
houfes of clay, defire to unite with this celeftial
company, in praifing, magnifying, and adoring
thy name. "We worthip Thee, as our Creator,
Preferver, Benefa&or, and Redeemer. In
Thee we live, and move, and have our being.
¢ We acknowledge, betore Thee, that we are
fallen creatures, miferable finners. We have
forfaken Thee, the fountain of living waters ;
and have hewn out for ourfelves cifterns, bro-
ken cifterns, which can hold no water. Behold
we are vile, we are altogether as an unclean
thing in thy fight. But glory to thy name in
the higheft, that thou haft opened a door of
hope for finners ; that thou haft revealed a
glorious falvation in the gofpel; thatthou haft
fet forth Chrift Jefus, to be the propitiation
for fin, and caufed us to hear the glad tidings
of peace and reconciliation through faith in his
name. In his name, we come unto thee, con-

¢ fefling
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fefing our fins, and making {upplication for
all the mercies which we need.

¢ O Lord, moft holy, pardon our fins ; blot
out all our ranfgreflians.  Juftify us freely by

thy grace, through the redemption that is in

Jefus Chrit. Receive us into thy favour,
which is life, and make us the fubje&®s of thy
loving kindnefs, which is better than life. A-

'dopt us into thy family, and fandify us by the

powerful influences of thy Holy Spirit. Ena.
ble us to fan&tify this thy Sabbath, and to keep
it boly. Prepare our hearts for all the holy
duties and fervices of this day. Let the day-
fpring from on high vifit us, and the Sun of
Righteoufnefs fhine upon us, with healing in
his wings..

¢ We praife thee, O Ged, that thou hatt a-

dorned thy weeks with fabbaths ; that thou
haft fan&ified one day in feven, to be kept ho-
ly to thyfelf ; and that thou haft brought us
to fee another of the days of the Son of man.
O that we may be in the fpirit on this thy day.
Let God, who, on the firlt day of the world,
commanded the light to fhine out of darknefs,
on this firft day of the week, fhine in our hearts,
to give us the light of the knowledge of the
glory of God, im the face of Jefus Chrift. This
is the day, which the Lord hath made, we will
be glad and rejoice in it. O that we may this
day expernience the power of Chrilt’s refurrcc-
tion. Ashe was raifed from the dead by the
glory of the Father, fo let us be raifed from
a ftate of death in fin, to walk with him in new-
nefs of life, and be prepared to fit with him in
heavenly places.

¢ Prepare
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¢ Prepare us, O our God, for the public
ordinances of thy houfe this day. May we,
with our whole hearts, join in the prayers and
praifes of thy church. Enable us to thy
word with attention, fo receive it in faith and
love. to lay it upin our hearts, ahd to pradtife
it in our lives. Give thy prefence, O Lord
our God, to thy miniftering fervant, who may
lead our wotthip, and fpeak to us in thy name
to-day. Give him the tongue of the learned,
that he may fpeak a word in feafon to weary
fouls. May thy faints ' be refreflied and com-
forted ; may finners be awakened and con-
verted. May this be a glorious day in thy
Zion. __ -

¢ Accomplifth, O Lord, we befeech thee, ali
thy defigns of mercy. Let thy gofpel be pro-
pagated from the rifing to the fetting fun. Let
it run, have free courfe and be glorified. Be
in all the worfhipping aflemblies of thy peo-
ple this day. Fill thy Churches with thy glo-
ry. Clothe thy Minifters with falvation, that
thy people may fhout aloud forjoy. Keepour
hearts, and keep our minds this day. Pre-
ferve us from evil and worldly thoughts. Let
no vain converfation proceed out of our lips.
Save us from the temptations of Satan. Hand
us in peace and fafety through all the chang-
ing fcenes of time. Be the ftay and ftaff of our
fouls in the folemn bour of death ; and finally
bring us to glory ; only for the fake of our Lord
and Saviour Jefus Chyift, who raught us, when
we pray, to fay ; .

¢ Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed
be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will

¢ be done m carth as itis in heaven. Give us

Q ¢ this
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this day our daily bread ; and forc:ve us our
trcf?aﬁ'cs as we forgive them that trefpafs
againft us. And lead us not into tempration,

but deliver us from evil ; for thine is the king-

dom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.’

A PRAYER for a FAMILY, tn the evening
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¢f the Lorp’s Dav.

¢ O Thou holy, ever blefled, and ever glori.
ous Lord our God: Thou art God over
all, and rich in mercy to all that call upon thy
name. Thou art moft wife and powerful, the
King of Kings, and ‘Lord of Lords. Thy
kingdom is an everlafting kingdom ; and thy
dominion from generation to generation. This
evening of thy holy day, O Lord, we prefent
ourfclves before thee, to offer up our evening
facrifice of prayer and of praife. Thou hait
given us to enjoy another Sabbath. Thy days
are {fweet to our fouls ; thy Sabbaths are our
delight. We blefs and praife Thee, with our
whole hearts, for another of thy holy days. A
day fpent in thy courts, is better than a thou-
fand clfewhere.  How amiable are thy raber-
nacles, O Lord of hofts! Thou haft carried
us t6 thy houfe of prayer; thou haft caufed
us to hear thy word, and we have had the
privilege of joining in the prayers and praifes
of thy people, in thy church. |

¢ Glory to God in the higheft, for all his
mercies and benefits to us.  How great are
the privileges we enjoy, above thoufands of
our fellow creatures, who arc as good by ni-

ture as we are. What multitudes are bowing
¢ down
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¢ down ta flocks and ftones, are groping in

<

more than midnight darknefs, and kuow not

* T'hee, the true Gods nor Jefus Chrift, whom
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thou hat fent ; while we are favoured with thy .
Sabbaths and thine ordinances, and cnjoy the
glorlous light of thy gofpel.

¢ O Lord, we confefs we are unworthy of
the leaft or all thy mercies ; and that thou art
diftinguithing us above others, is owing to thy
mere, free, holy, and fovereign pleafure. With
propriety may we aferibe all to the glory of thy.
name, and fay, cven fo, Father, for {o it feemeth
googd in thy fight. We call upon our fouls,
and all Wlthill us, to blefs and magnify thy
name, for thy dnﬁmgunfhmg favours to us, thine
undeferving creatures. We praife thee for
the gift of thine anly begotten Son ; for the
redemption of Chrift Jefus our Lord ; for the
covenant of mercy ; far the means of grace,
and the hopes of eternal life.
¢ Q shau Father of mercies, forgive what thy
pure eyes have feen amifs in us thisday. For.
give us that we have not ferved thee with more
love, zeal, and godly fincerity. In all things
we have finned, apd come fhort of thy glory.
Pardon, O Lord, our innumerable failings and
imperfe&ions. Forgive the iniquities of our
moﬁ holy things. After we have done all, we
have juft reafon to acknowledge ourfelves un-
proﬁtablc fervants. But thou haft declared, O
God, "that they who gonfefs and forfake their
fins, fhall find mercy. Thou art faithful to
forgive us our fins. We. pray, moft merciful
Father, that thou, wouldfl forngc us, and ac-

_cept of us in the beloved. Accept of us, and

.of our poor and imperfe& fervices. Give
¢ us
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us grace, O God, that we may never for.
fake thy ways, nor turn from following af-
ter thee ; bur that, with purpofe of heart, we
may always cleave untp the Lord. ILet us ro:
eount our lives dear unto ourfelves, fa that we
may finith our courfe, with camfort and } joy,
to the glory of thy name,

¢ O Lord our God, we pray that thau wouldft
follow thy word and ordinances with a blef-
fing, wherever they have been difpenfed on this
thy holy fabbath,  Blefs all the Minifters of
thy gofpel. Make them faithful to Chrift, and
to the fouls of men.  Pity the poor, the af.
flied, ‘forrowful and diftrefled. Enlarge the
borders of the Redeemer’s kingdom. Letall
the nations low unto it.  Haften the downfal
of the man of fin ; and let pure and undefiled
rchgton before God, and the Father, be revi-
ved, and made to fourith in all places.

¢ Take us, O Lord, under thy prote&ion
this night. Enable us to clofe the day with
thee. May we lic down in peace, and our
fleep be fwcct and rcfrc{hmg to us. Bring us
to thc light of to-morrow ; and may our fouls
rejoice and praife thee, in the out-goings of
the morning. Enable us to carry much of the
Sabbath with us through the week. May we
et the Lord always before us. . Prepare us for
all that is before usintime. Be our guide
through life, our fupport in death, and our
everlafting portion. " Now to the king eternal,

immortal, invifible, the only wife God ; to the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghott, be ho-
nour and glory, domimion and praife, through

Jcﬁxs Chrift our Lord.  Amen”’
A
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A MORNING PRAYER for a FAMILY.
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¢ O thou God of all confolation! O thou
preferver of men! We adore thee as the foun-
tain of all being, perfeQion, and blefledncfs.
We have lain down, flept, and awaked in
mercy ; forthe Lord hath fuftained us. Thou
haft heard our evening prayer, watched over
us in our unguarded moments, and-brought us,
in circumftances of comfort, to the light ot
this morning. Day unto day uttereth fpeech,
and night unto night fheweth knowledge.
Thou draweit over us the fhadows. of the
evening ; and thou caufeft the outgoings of the
morning. ‘Thou art good to all, and thy ten-
der mercies are over all thy works. We give
thee moit fincere thanks for the prefervation of
the night paft, and the favours of the morning.
No plague has come nigh our dwelling; we
live, are in health, and are brought in fafery
to the light and comforts of another day. We
thank thee, O Lord, that our fleep has not
been death, nor -our beds our graves ; burt thag
thou haft refrefhed and ftrengthencd us, aud
we rejoice before thee,

¢ Thou, O Lord, art the God of the families
of Ifracl ; thou art the God of our family.
O caule thy bleffing to reft upon our houie,
and fill our fouls with joy and gladnefs. We
acknowledge before thee, O .God,. that we
arc guilty finners. We have finned againtt
thee, as individuals; we have finned azainft
thee, as a family. Parents, and children, ani
all of us, are finners in thy fightt. We were

¢ fhapen in fin, and brought forth in iniquity :

4

We are altogetheras an unclean thing bc‘f;orc
) - ¢ thee,
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-¢hee.” Yet, glory to thy name in the highef},

notwithftanding our unworthinefs, thou art
goods and damg us good contipually, -
¢ We praife . thee for. .the gofpel, for Jefus-

. Chritt, and the method of falvation through

faith in him. It is an unfpcakable privilege,
that we have accefs to the throne of thy grace,
through the Lord Jefus, thine only begorten
and eterndl: Son. . O look in compaflion upon
us, and, for Chrift’s fake, pardon all our of-
fences,.. Gaft: our. iniquities into, the depths of.
:he few,: and. remember our tranfgreflions no
more ; butibe merciful unto us, as' thou, art
unto tholo: that::love - thy name. Sanéhfy us

thorougliy by-the power of thy grace ; fubdue.
all ouf lufls and corruptions, and ma,kc us holy.

-as thou, the Lord our God; art holy. Let thy.

peace rule ia our hearts, and thy law governin
our minds ; and let the confolations of our God:
be our ﬂrcngth and our fong, in the houfe of.
our pilgrimage. O thou Father of Mercics,
be thou the portion of our fouls ;. lift upon us
the light of thy countenance ; put gladnefs into.
our. hearts, more.than they havc, whofe corn

< and wine and oil are increafed.
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.¢ We commis ourfelves, O Lord, to thy care.

.and keeping this day ; watch over us for good ;.

mpafs us abong with thy favour as with a‘
ﬂncld Yreferve us from,evil ; yea, the Lord
preferve and keep our fouls 5 preferye our go-
ing out and coming in ; kecp us in health and
fafety 5 blefs our cmplqymcnu. 5 profpcr us in
all our lawful: yndertakings ; give us comfort
and fuccefs i our bufinefs ; let us eat of the
labour ‘of our hands ; and: may it be well with

. Preparc s for al) the gvents of this. dafy ;
[ 4 or
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'for we know not what a day may bring forth.
Give us grace to do the work of this day, ac-
cording as the duties of it may require. Give
us the rule over our fpirits, and the govern-
ment of our paflions. Kcep us from fin ; and
may we not fpéak unadvifedly with our lips.
Makeé us confcientious it -all our dealings.
Arm us againft temgiation ; uphold us in our
integrity ; and may we be in thy fear all the
day long. |
¢ Lord, plead thy caufe in the world ; and
build up thy Church, in its beauty, glory, and
purity. Blefs minifters and people, rulers and
ruled. Be gracious to our relitives: and friends.
Dwell in the families that call upon thy dame.
Forgive our enemies } and grant unto us a right
and charitable frame of fpirit, towards ail men,
and all that is their’s.  Vifit thofe that are in
affliticn. Heal the fick'; eafé the pained ;
fuccour the tempted ; relieve the opprefled ;
and give joy to thofe that mourn in Zion.
Deal with us and our family, according to the
tenor of the everlafting covenant, which is well
ordered in all things and fure. This is all our
falvation, and all our defirec. We afk and of-
fer all in the naime of our once crucified, but
now glorified and exalted Redeemer, 1n whom
we defire ever to be found, and to whom,
with thee, O Farher, and the co-equal Spirit

~of grace, be afcribed all blefling, glory, and
praife, both now and forever. Amen.’ -

An EVENING PRAYER for a FAMILY.
¢ O thou blefled, ever gldrious, and etetnal

Jehovah ; we adore.thee, as our maker, as
¢ our
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our preferver, and as our God. Thou art the.
benefaltor of the univerfe ; thou giveft life,
and breath, and being, unto all. 'Thou haft
carricd vs through the toils and bufinefs of
another day ; thou haft ftrengthened us, fed
and clothed us all our life long. Having ob-
tained help of God, we continue to this time.
We are the monuments of thy fparing mercy ;
and witnefles for thee, that thou art gracious,
Thou art God, and not man ; therefore we are
not confumed. Day unto day, and night unto
night. do teftify, that thou art good. dnd doing
good comtinually. Noné who feek, and put
their truft in thee, fhall ever be put to fhame.
Thou makeft the outgoings of the morning,
and of the evening to rejoice over us. By thy
indulgent gooduefs, and merciful loving kind-
nefs, we are brought to the clofe of another
day. Bleffed be the Lord, who daily loadeth
us with his benefits. We have reccived the
mercics of the day, though we have come far
fhort in the dutics thcrcof%
¢ We thank thee, with our whole hearts, for
the favours and bleflitigs of another day, for
the comfortable ufe of thy good creatures,
our bodily health, our fricncf: , and all our
enjoyments. We blefs thee, that thou haft
fucceeded us, in the libours of our hands,
this day ; that o evil accident hath befallen
us ; that thou haft not made the wilderrefs
our habitation, and a barren land our dwelling.
We praife thee for our public tranquillity ; and
that thou haft given us a good land. in which
we dwell fafely. Above all we blefs thee for
Jefus Chrift, and the glorious plan of reconci-
liavon through faith in his name. Glory Ito
¢ thy
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¢ thy name, O thou eternal God, that thou haft
cauled us to hear the joyful fonsd of falva-
tion through a Redcemer. R
¢ We confefs, O Lord, that we are finniers, and -
that we are lefs than the'leaft of all thy mercies.
This day hathadded to thefins of our lives. Alas!
we mifpend our time, fail in our duty, follow after
varities,and forfukcourown mercies. We offend
with our tongues. Who can underftand his
errors ! cleanfe us from our fecret faults: . We
pray thee to grant us repentance for all our
fins ; forgive us all our trefpafles ; pardon-the
tracigrefhons of the day paft: O that the
blood of Chrift may cleanfc us from all iniquity.
May we lic down this night in pedce with -
God ; may our fouls retutrn unto thee, amd
‘ comfortably repofc in thee as our reft:.  May
“we live penitential, belicving, humble, and
¢ thankful lives. = Accept us gracioufly, and love
¢ us freely. Make usholy for thy name’s fake ;
< and may we live in thy love, ia thy favour and
fricndthip, all the days of our appointed tire.
We commit ourfelves, to ‘thcé,' O Lord our
God, and defire to dwgil 1n the fecret place
of the Moft High, aidd to abide under the
fhadow of the Almighty. Let the Lord be
our habitation and our heritage forever, Make
a hedge of proteflioit around us this nighr,
arounﬁ our houfe, and all thit we have, that
no evil may befal us, that no plague may come
nigh our dwelling. Mdy the God of Ifrael,
who neither flumbers nor fleeps,te our keeper.
Refreth our bodies with quict #8d comforta-
ble reft, and bring us to the light of another
day, and fit us for all thy ‘will therein. And
as we arc brought one day nearer to our lagter
| R ¢ ¢énd
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¢ end, Lord, help us fo to number our days, as
¢ to apply our hearts to true wifdom. When
* we put off our clothes for reft, may we be
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* mindful, that we muft foon put off thefe mortal

bodict, and make our bed in the land of dark-
nefs. O prepate us for the fleep of death,
that, when we come to refign this mortal breath,
we may feel, in our fouls, the joyful hope of
an erernal reft with God. Do thou, in whom
all the families of the earth are blefled, blefs
out family, with all fpiritual bleflings in Chrift
Jefus ; and graot us all thofe temporal bleflings
thou feeft convenient for us. |
“ In compaffion, O Lord, look upon a loft
world ; fend thy gofpel where it is not, and
make it fuccefsful where it is.  Let the church
of Chrift every where flourith and prevail ; and
let not any ‘weapon formed againfg Zion prof

pet.  BleTs our land, that, in the peace there-

of, we may have peace. Own thy minifters in
their work ; and rule in the hearts of our
rulers.  Let the rifing generation be blefled
of thees and fill the whole carth with thy
glory. Do for ts, we pray thee, abundantly
above what vre can afk or think, for the fake
of ourdivine Redeemer Jefus Chrift; to whom,
with the Father, and the eternal Spirit, be all
g}ory, dominion, and power, for ever and ever.
men.’

A MORNING PRAYER for a FAMILY.

[ 4
2 4
[ 4
¢

< O Lord our God, the God of the fpirits
of all fiefh, all are thine ; the fouls of parents
and the fouls of children are thine ; and thou

haft mercy, grace, ‘and goodnefs, fufficient for
all. We bow befofe thec this morning, in a

¢ family
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family capacity, to acknowledge our family fins,
and to praife thee for family mercies, and to
make fupplication unto thee, for family bleflings.
O Lord, thou haft built up our family by th
good providence. ‘Thou haft given us chi{-
dren ; O that they may be made bleflings to
us ; that we may never have reafon to wifh
thas we had been written childlefs,

¢ O Lord, we, ~nd our children, are finners
before thee., We lament the original pgliution
of our natre. We are all guilty, parents
and children, before thee. And wherewith, O
thou. MoﬁHigh, fhall we come into thyfight ?
Should we bring thoufands of rams, or ten
thoufands of rivers of oil ; fhould we offer the
fruit of our body for the fin of our fouls ; all
would be to no purpofe ;. all would be in vain.
Byt glory, glory to thy name, Q thou moft
merciful God, that thou haft provided a Lamb
for a facrifice, cven thine only begotten Son,
who. hath made atonement for fin. We thank
thee, that we have heard of the name of Je-
fus; that therc is a way. of falvation opened
through him ; that we are favoured with the
light of the gofpel, with thy word and ordi-
nances, with the means of falvation, and the
hope of eternal life. We blefs thee, that we,
and our children, have been baptized into thy
name ; that we have had hberty to dedicate
out little Ones to Gad ; that they have been
admitted to the feals, and are under the blef-
fingy of the covenant : they are born in thy
houfe, and made mémbers of thy family on
carth. O thou, who art the God of Abra-
ham, of lfaac, and of Jacob, the God and Fa-
ther of the faithful, we bumbly befeech thee,

¢ teo

1
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ta form us, and our children, for thy holy
pleafure.  San&ify our fouls ; f?nftzfr our
children. May this be a family in which thoy
wilt delight to.dwell ; -and may ‘we all be made
the fervants of the living God.

¢ O Lord, grant unto our children a good
capacrty; open their minds to receive inftruc-
tion ; may they be fited for ufefulnefs in the
world, made pious towards God, and ‘meet for
cvcrlaflmg happinefs. 'Enable us to teach
them, and to fet holy examples before them ;
to train them up-in’ the way w herein thcv
fhoild go ; to bring them up in thy fear, in thé
nurture and admonmon of the Lord, Mot
gractous God, pardou all our offerices § may
our fins be forgiven, and our-iniquities remem-
bered no more.! May¢ach of us be united to

Chrift Jefus in'faith, clothed with the rokes

of his righteoufnefs, and juftified frcely by his

grace.

< We thank thee, 0 Lord for thc mercics

of the laft night ; that we have flept, have
been refrethed with teft, are in health this
morning, and have this opportunity of paying
our grareful acknowledgments to thee. 'Now,
O boudtifut preferver of men, mkeé care-of-us
this day s keep us in thy fear; preferve us from
évery hurtful danger ; inay we walk with thee,

and be enabled to fet thel ord always before us.
‘Whetherwe eat or drink, or whatfoever we do,

¢ may wé doalkté the q]ory of thy name. May
we g,l'onfy thee in our fouls, and in our bodies,

which are thine.
¢ Moft merciful father, cxtcnd thy mercy to

a_guilty world ; pour out thy Spirit upon all

¢ ﬂcih s revive thine own work in the midft of

¢ thefe
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ihefe years. Blefs our friends and relatives.
Forgive our encmics,and reward our bencfac-
tors.  Look, in mercy, upon us. worthipping
before thee this morning. May we follow our
daily bufinefs, under a fenie of thine all-fecing

“eye. Help us to live in an habiteal readineft

for our laft day. O that we may live, as:we
fhall with we had lived, when ‘we come to die.
Be our friend in life; our hope in death; and
our everlafting portion. All we afk is in the
name, and for the fake of . our Saviour Jefus
Chrift, who s the Lord our Righteoufnefs ; to
him, with the eternal Father, and the ever
blefled Spirit of grace, be given all wifdom,
thankf(giving, and dommlon, and might, world
wathout end. Ameu 1 :

An’ EVENING PRATER far a FAMILT

¢. O thou erernal God, in the morning we
feck thee, and in the evening we would cele-
brate thy praifes. We, and our children, by
thy good hand upon us, have lived another day.
We are”in heakh, and have enjoyed many
comforts. We praife and magnify thy name.
‘Thou art calling us from our laLoury and giving
us an opportunity to reft a while, and refrefh
thefe weary bodies. Thou haft:deait bounti-
fully with us this day. Blefled be the Lord,
who loadeth us with his benefits, We have
received from thee our daily bread, and sow
we lic down, and flecp ; for - thou, o Lord
makeft us to dwell"in ﬁfcry :
¢ Vifit us, O God of our falvation, in the
night, and enable us to commune with our
hearts upon our beds. Let the Angels of God
¢ encamp
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encamp arouad us for our prote&tion. Let our
Heavenly Father give us counfel ; and let our
reins inléu& ue'in the night feafon. May we
rcmember thee, O God, and meditate upon
thee, in the night watches. We praife thee,
Q) Lord, for thy mercies and thy bleflings to
us. We humbly befeech thee to look upon
thine aneinted Son, and, in him, be our recon-
ciled Father and friend. Fergive us all our
fins ; 1t us among thy children ; fpeak peace
to ¢ fouls, and may we ever glorify thee.
San&tify us more and more. Enable us to die
daily to fin, and to live unto righteoufnefs.

¢ Pardon, O Lord, thg fins of which we may
have beea gyilty the day paft. May our hearts
be lefs attached to the world ; and may we
ferve thee better than we have heretofore done,
Thou art our life. Hitherto our bread bath
been given us, and our water hath been fure.
Thom giveflt us all things richly two enjoy.
Merciful Father, accept of our humble thanks,
for .all thefe thine undeferved mercies. Take
care of us this night : may we lic down in thy
fear, and flecp in thy favour ; and in the morn-
ing, when wg awake, may our hearts be flill
with God.

¢ Have mercy upon all we fhould remember,
when we bow befare thee. Supply the wants
of the poor and ncedy; reftore a found judg-
ment to thofe whofc underftanding is taken
away. Be-a hufband to the widow, and a
Father to the fatherlefs, Heal the fick ; fpare
ufeful lives ; camfort thefe who mourn ; and
prepare the dying for death. Let true and
undcfiled religion prevail, more and more, in

the warkd. . Water thy ehurch with the dev;
¢ o
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of thy héavenly grace. Biefs all the miniftérs
of thy gofpel ; dwell in cur land ; ordex the
feafons m mercy. May our rulers be a ver-
ror to cvil doers, and a praife to them that
do well.

< And now, O Lord, we commit ourfelves unto
thee ; we hope in thy mercy, and we truft in
thy name. Prepare us for all the difpenfations
of thy providence towards us. Preferve us
from all the dangert and fnares to which we
may be expofed. Let ncither the fear of man,
which eth a fnare, nor ctucl mockings,
nor even the fears of fuffering death, rempt us
to make fhipwreck of faith and a good confti-
ence, or to be athamed of the gofpel of Chrift.
Enable us to fight the good fight of faith, and
to finith our courfe ; that we may receive the
crown of righteoufnefs, which the Lord, the
righteous Judge, fhall give unto all them that
love his appearing. And now, to the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Ghoft, three Perfons,
but one God, be afcribed all glory, honour,
and praife, forever and ever.  Amen.’

’
A MORNING PRAYER for a FAMILY,

* O Lord, thou art the God of the fpirits of
all fleth, the Creator and Preferver of all
things. We, thine unworthy Creatures, bow
in thy prefence, to offer up anto thee, in whom
we live, move and have our being, our morn-
ing facrifice of prayer and praife. We count
it our higheft honour, that we are permitted to
worthip thee. It is our ineftimable privilege
to know the only frue God ; and to have

¢ boldnefs to enter into the holieft by the blood
¢ of Jefus. ¢ We
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. ¢. We acknowledge, befags thee, we have for:
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-ed oprfelves unworthy of thy regard. Thou.
madeft man at firt upright, but e fought our
many inventions. In one man all have finned ;
and in the fame Adam all die. To us belong-
cth- thame and confufion of face. O Lord
moft holy, we are not only by nature uvuclean,

feited all title to thy fawew!; we have renders.

but we have broken thy commandments, and

bave dared to refift the erdinances of him who
is higher than the higheft. When the awful
denunciations of thy wrath were founding in
our cars, we have hardened our hearts againft
tear. We have remained unmoved, amidit

¢ the fulleft declarations of thy mercy, and the

warmeft invitations of thy love. Juftly might-
eft thou have given us up, to purfue our own
devices, without reftraint or, poflibility of being
recovered. Bur, glory to thy great name, the
thoughts of jehovah are not as our thoughts ;
the ways of the Lord are not like the ways of
man. When we were caft out, as to the loath-
ing of our own foul, without gye to pity, and

without hand to help, thine own eye pitied,

thine own arm brought us falvation.

¢ We thank thee, moft gracious God, that we
are not left to fay, Will the Lord be pleafed
with thoufands of rams, or with ten thoufands
of rivers of oil ? fhall we give our firft-born for
our tranfgreffion, the fruit of our body for the
fin of our foul ? Thou, O Lord, haft fhewed
us what is Good. Thou haft fet forth thine
own Son, to be the Propitiation, through faith
in his blood. ‘Glory to God in the higheft,

¢ that peaccis now proclaimed on carth, and
¢ good-will is publithed to the fons of men. Now

¢ there
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¢ there i¢ 1o con-emnatiod to them who are in
¢ Chrift Jefus, who walk not after the flefh but
v after the Spirit. He i$ able to fave thém to
« the uttermoft that come unto God by him,
¢ fecing he ever liveth to make interccﬁs]on for
¢ them:. .
¢ O Lord, let none of us rejeét the counfel of
God againft our own fouls. Leave us not in
unbelief. Give us not up to hardnefs of heart.
We pray fot the gift of thy-Holy Spirit. O
may we be adorned with his fruits. Grant us
fo to feel his quickening grace, and his ftiength.
cning influence, that we may be enabled to

holinefs in the fear of thé Lord § to
work out our own falvation, with fearand treme
bling : for it is God who worketh in us both
to will and to do o{his good pleafure.
¢ Ahlmighty God, keep us from every temptaa
tion. O let not the alluremeénts of the world,
the deceitfulnefs of tiches, the cares of this
life, or the enfnaring pleafures of fin, draw off
our bearts from thee. May we feel the pow.
ers of the world to come. May we {ct thees
the Lord, always before us ; and walk by
faith, not by fights ' ‘
¢ We beleech thee, O Lord, to blels all our
fricnds and relatives, wherever they inay be
Make them partakers of thy grace, and heirs
of thy glory. Blefs our enemies. Enabie us
to forgive them, and to overceme cvil with

¢ Accept, O Lord, of our héarty thanks for
thy prefetving care of is through the filent
watches of the hight. We have flept, and are
refrethed.  Thou haft raifed us up in health,
and haft girded us with ftrength for labour.

S ¢ Lnable
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¢ Enable us,O our God, to perform the duties of
¢ thedayaright. Letusnotbe flothfulor negligent
¢ in bufinefs. Whatever our hands find to do,
may we do it with our might, as uato the Lord.
May we ever temember, that we are only pil.
grims and ftrangers ; and that every return, of
night and of day, is bringing us ncarer our
cternal home. |
¢ Forgive, we befeech thee, all our fins. En,
able us to cleanfc ourfelves from all filthinefs,
both of the flefh and fpirit, perfe&ing holinefs
inthe fear of God. Hear us. O Lord, in Hea.
ven, the habitation of thy holinefs, and graci.
oufly anfwer our prayers ; for the fake of Jefus
Chrift, our glorious Redecemer and Advocate,

Amen.’

An EVENING PRAYER for a FAMILY.
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¢ Our Father who art in Heaven, thou art the
¢ hearer of prayer. The gods of the nations
¢ were idols, filver and gold, the work of men’s
¢ hands ; they faw not ; they heard not ; nox
¢ could they relieve their deluded worfhippers.
But thou, D our God, art ke who ftretched
out the heavens, and who laid the foundations
of the carth, 2nd formed the fpirit of man withe
in him. Thou upholdc all “ings by the
word of thy power. Thine cyes run to and
fro, throughout the whole earth, beholding the
evil and the good ; and thine ears are ever
open to the cries of thy people. We humbly
prefent unto thee our evening devotion. _
¢ Thou. O Lord, haft preferved us this day}
¢ thou haft fed us ; thou haft clothed us; thou

¢ halt cnabled us to labour ; and thou halt }Jl[c‘l;
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¢ fed the work of our hands. It is becaufe of
¢ our rebellion againft God, that we muft eat
¢ our breadin the fweat of our brow. But we
give thee moft hearty thanks, that, amidtt all
the toils and burdens of the day, we can refreth
our fouls, by meditating on that reft which
thou haft prepared for all thy people.
¢ Enable us all, O Lord, to difcharge every
dury of our ftation, in fuch a manner, that each
of us may receive that moft enlivening com-
mendation, Well done, good and faithful fer-
vant ; thou haft been faithful over a few
things, I will make thee ruler over many
things : enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.
It will avail us nothing to attain to riches or to
honour here, if we are ftill the enemies of God. *
Q give us grace to feck firlt the kingdom of
God, and his righteoufnefs, and all ncedfal.
things fhall be added unto us. .
¢ O God of grace, let thy blefling reft upon.
 usat all times. May this houfe be 2 houfe for,
¢ God. May we be blefled in him in whomall th¢
¢ families of the earth arc blefled. Blefs us in ou i
¢ balket and in our ftore. Blefs us in our out’
¢ going, and in our incoming : but, above a11§
¢ may our fouls oe in health and profper. |
¢ May the good Lord pardon whatever w’
¢ have done amifs this day. Blot out the fins ¢
¢ our whole lives. We confefs, thatin all thing
¢ we offend, and come far fhort of thy glor)
¢
¢

~ & o o
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O Lord, we arc unprofitable fervants. Know ‘
ing that a man is not juftified by the works
the law, but by the fiith of Jefus Chrift, w|

¢ defire to belicve in Jefus Chrift ; that we ma”

y bcjuﬁiﬁ'ed:?' the faith of Chrift, and not b

‘ the works of the law. O grant us grace
¢ ado
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adorn the dodtrine of God our Saviour in ull
things. Fill us witk thy Spirit. Enable us,
through the Sgirit, to mortify the deeds of the
body, that we may live. Let the fame mind
be in us, which was alfo in Chrift Jefus ; that,
learning of him, who was meek and lowly, we
nay find reft unto our fouls. Hide pride from

_our eyes, Clothe us with humility.

‘ We pray, O Lord, that thou wouldeft
keep us from all danger. Preferve us from
fear in the night. Let our reft be fweet ; and
in the morning, when we awake, may we be
ftill wich thee. We pray for all wha are in
ficknefs and diftrefs. Provide for the poor and
needy. Make them fenfible of their fpiritual
wants ; and may they be dire&ted to him in
whom all fulnefs dwells, Blefs thy church
thrcughour the world.  Encourage, aflit, and
profper all tke minilters of the cverlafting gof- -
pel.  Blefs our rulers, and enable them to
rule in thy fcar.  Grant us whatever thou
feeft to Ye good for us: and let our prayers
come up before thy throne, and fend us an
anfwer of peace ; for the fake of Jefus Chrift,
thy welt beloved Son.  Amen.” '

A PRAYER for o FAMILY in AFFLICTION.,

a O & & & &

¢
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¢ Almighty and eternal God, the heaven is
thy throne, and the earth is thy footftool.
Thoufands of angels furround thy throne ; ten
thoufand times ten thoufand of thefe blefled
fpirits minifter unto thee. 'The heavens are
not clean in thy fight. Behold, God put no
truft in his fervants; and his angels he charged
with folly, The moft exalied of the c‘clgﬁi&\t

ofts
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hofts veil their faces in thy pref-nce, and reft
not, day and night, fayinz, Holy, holy, holy
Lord God Almighty ! Juft and true art thou
in all thy ways, and holy in all thy works.
Day unto day uttereth fpeech, and night unto
nizht theweth knowledze of thee.
¢ O Lord, although thou haft not left thyfelf
without a witncfs, in-that thou doft good, and
giveft us rain from heaven, and fruitful feafons,
filling our hearts with food and gladunefs ; yet
we have forgotten thee. O Lord, we have
often mifimproved the bounties of thy provi.
dence, and have abufed thy goodaefs, and have
not remembered or acknowledged thee, the
bountiful giver of all good things. What fhall
we fay unto thec, O moft righteous God ? for
we have forfaken thy commandments. Juftly
mayecft thou fay unto us, In the day of your
Erofpcrity, your hearts waxed fat, and ye
icked againft the heavens ; now in your dif-
ftrefs ye come unto me.
¢ Lord, we confefs, with thame and confufion
of face, our thoughtleflnefs, our fin, our ftupi-
dity, and our folly. Thou mighteft juftly hide
thy face from us, and rurn our prayer into fin.
But, be not wroth very fore, O Lord, neither
remember iniquity forever : Behold, fee, we
befeech thee, we are all thy people. Our
fathers trufted in thee, and were not put to
fhame. Thou art ftill the fame merciful God ;
forgiving iniquity, tranfgreflion and fin. Thine
ear is not heavy, that thou canft not hear ;
thine arm is not fhortened, that thou canft not
fave. O Lord, hide thy face from our fins ;
and hear us for thine own name’s fake. Should-
cft thou lay judgment to the line, and righte-
| ¢ oufnefs
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. -oufuefs to the plummet, nope could ftand before:
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thee.  But thon haft given thine own Son, to
be a facrifice for fin; and art in Chrift recon-
ciling the world unto thyfelf, not imputing their
trefpafles unto them. Encouraged by the grace
and promifes of the gofpel, we have felt in our
bear:s to pray unto thee this prayer.

¢ O Lord, we do not, afk thofe things which
the world calls good. Our heart’s defire, our
moft fervent prayer unto thee is, that we maybe:
found in Chrift Jefus, not having our own right-
eoufnefs, which is of the law, but that which is
through the faith of Chrift, the righteoufnefs
which is of God by faith. O may we pafs from
decath unto life; and have reafon to fay, it is good
for us that we have been afflicted ; for before
we were afllited we went aftray ; but now
have we learnt to keep thy holy law.

¢ O Lord, we befeech thee, of thine infinite
merey, to blefs, unto cach of us, this affliGtive
difpenfation of thy providence. In this day of
adverfity may we confider. Let us not defpife
the chaftening of the Lord ; mor faint when
we are rebuked of him. Enable us to poflefs
our fouls in patience, and to fay, whatever thou
art pleafed to order in our lot, the will of the:
Lord be done.

¢ But, O Lord, contend not with us forever.
Remember that we are but duft. Deliver us,
we humbly intreat thee, in thy good time, and
in thine own way, that we may yet praife thee
in the land of the living. Grant, O grant unto.
us, the pardon of all our fins. May we be
wathed in the fountain opened for fin and for
uncleannefs. May we receive, from the Prince

and Savieur exalted, true and unfeigned re.
¢ pentance
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pentance. Beautify our fouls with thy falva.

tion ; and let the confolations of thy Spint

abound inus. O teach us fo to number our
days, as to apply our hearts unro wifdom.
May we daily dic uato fin, and live unto righe.
teoufaefs.

¢ O Lord God of Hofts, lct none of us fo
far deceive our own fouls, as Yo put off prepa.
ration for cternity to a dying hour. In this
our day, enable us to attend to the things
which belong to cur peace, before they are
forever hid from our eyes. For us to live,
may it be Chrift ; for us to die, may it be gain;
that fo, when our flcth and our heart faileth,
God may be the ftrength of our heart, and
our portiop forever. Now, O Lord, what
wait we for? Our hope is in thy word : all
our defires are before thee. O Lord, hear;
O Lord, forgive ; O Lord, hearken and do :
defer not, for thine own fake, O our God. We
offer all ocur fupplications unto thee, in the
name of Jefus Chrift, the High Prieft of our
profeflion, who is God over all blefled forcver.
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